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The  eojprossed  bjli  to  aothorize  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  coDstiiution 
and  State  governmenL  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqoal  footing 
with  the  original  Slates,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Dennis  de  la  Ronde ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees 
Hill;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfrov; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  an  act  for 
t^e  telief  of  David  Henley ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  andlesal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Yreeland^  deceased  $  an  act  to  authorize  William 
Proat  to  institute  a  bill  in  eguity  before  the  cir- 
cuit coart  for  the  District  or  Columbia,  against 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
to  direct  a  defence  therein ;  an  act  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  live  oak  timber  for  naval  purpo- 
ses ^  and  an  act  to  regulate  the  pa3r  of  the  army 
when  employed  on  fatigue  duty ;  in  which  bills 
they  ask  tne  concurrence  of  the  House. 

COA8TINO  TRADE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  supplementary  to 
the  acts  concerning  the  coasting  trade,"  which 
bad  been  referred  to, the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  was  reported  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
without  amendment.  [This  bill  proposes  to  divide 
the  seacoast  and  rivers  therein  into  four  districts, 
as  heretofore  stated  in  detail..] 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  proposed,  in  effect,  to  divide  the 
seacoast  of  the  United  State*  into  two  districts, 
iutead  of  four,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill  ;  the 
first  district  to  extend  from  the  easter.n  limits 
of  the  United  States  to  the  southern  limits  of 
the  State  of  Georgia ;  the  second  district  from 
the  rireir  Perdido  to  the  western  limits  of  the 
United  States. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  of  the  particular 
proposition ;  in  which  Messrs.  Silsbbb,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Orb,  Livbrmore,  and  Whitman, 
took  part ;  and  the  debate  had  proceeded  for  some 
time,  when 

Mr.  Tbimblb,  to  give  further  time  for  consid- 
ering a  proposition  so  important  in  its  character, 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  motion 
prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  Spbbcbb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OA  the  tenth  day  of  April  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduet  of  William  P.  Van  Ness,  judge 
^  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  of  Mitthias 
B.  Tallmadge,  judge  of  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  and  of  William  Stephens,  judge  of 
the  dtstriot  of  Georgia,  made  a  report  on  the  case 
of  Judge  Van  Ness ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.^  from  the  same  committee,  also  made 
a  report,  m  part,  on  the  case  of  Judge  Tallmadge ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  reporu  are  as  follows : 
15th  Con.  Bd  Sxaa.— 39 


That,  in  reference  to  the  oondact  of  William  P. 
Van  Ness,  Esq.,  judge  of  the  soathern  district  of  New 
York,  the  committee  have  endeavored,  by  the  exam- 
ination of  volominons  documents  and  of  a  nomber  of 
witnesses,  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  the  transactions 
to  which  their  attention  was  necessarily  directed  by 
the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  made  to  thia 
House  on  the  6th  day  of  March  last  That  report 
sUted  that  #117,307  01  of  the  funds  of  the  district 
court  of  the  sonthem  district  of  New  York  was  unac- 
counted for  by  Theron  Rudd,  the  late  derk  thereof, 
and  that  it  has  been  most  grossly  and  nefiurionslj  pur- 
loined. As  the  resolution  under  which  this  com- 
mittee was  appointed  emanated  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  it  became  the  first  object  of  inquiry  to 
ascertain  how  far  Judge  Van  Ness  was  implicated  in 
the  misconduct  of  the  derk.  After  a  diligent  exam- 
ination, no  evidence  has  been  discovered  to  establiih 
any  participation  bjt  Judge  Van  Neat  in  the  embezzle- 
ment of  the  ftinds  of  the  court ;  nor  doea  it  appear 
that  he  has  received  any  of  those  funds,  or  derived 
any  benefit  from  them.  That  there  was,  however, 
a  remissness  on  the  part  of  Judge  Van  Ness,  a  want 
of  ooBstant  vigilanee  of  the  money  of  the  court,  and 
of  rigor  ia  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  the 
rnlee  of  court,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
appear  from  a  statement  of  the  facts.  Rules  had  ex- 
isted in  the  coart  fh>m  the  1st  day  of  NovembCT,  1811, 
requiring  the  clerk  to  keep  a  dlttinet  account  in  the 
bank  vrhiBre  the  eonrt  monejrs  were  deposited,  as  timk 
of  the  court,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  judge 
and  the  disbrict  attorney,  and  forbidding  the  with- 
drawing anv  such  money  from  the  bank  without  an 
order  signed  by  the  derk  and  countersigned  by  the 
judge,  stating  the  title  of  the  cause,  and  the  party  to 
whMn  the  same  was  to  be  paid.  Soon  after  Judge 
Van  Ness  took  his  seat  on  the  bench,  he  repealed  that 
part  of  the  rule  requiring  his  sigiiatUre ;  the  reasons 
for  which,  as  assigned  by  Judge  Van  Ness  on  a  former 
occasion,  were,  that  the  derk  was  the  responsible  and 
accountable  officer,  in  whose  custody  the  law  placed 
the  funds  of  the  court ;  and  that  the  check  contem- 
plated by  the  rule  would  give  great  and  unnecessary 
tnmble  to  the  judge  in  adjusting  the  daims  of  indivi- 
duals, and  to  the  suitors  who  might  apply  to  him 
during  the  vacations,  at  his  residence,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  mtlee  ftom  New  Terit.  The  committee, 
however,  think  that,  in  most  cases,  the  cbdms  of 
suitors  must  have  been  ascertained  in  the  judgment 
of  the  court ;  and  to  them  it  appears  that,  although 
the  rule  may  have  been  eriginaUy  adopted  en  a  spe- 
dal  occasion,  yet  the  object  of  securi^  to  the  fbnds 
was  so  great  as  to  supenede  all  eonsidemtions  of  in* 
convenience,  and  to  require  its  cenllnuanoe.  The 
rule  subjecting  the  derk^  account  to  the  inspection  of 


inspection 

the  nidge  andthe district  attomev  was  also  so  modified 
by  Judge  Van  Ness  as  to  confine  the  right  to  the 
judges  only. 

It  had  been  one  of  the  rules  of  the  court,  and  was 
adopted  by  Judge  Van  Ness,  that  the  derk  should 
exhibit  to  (he  court  on  the  fbst  day  of  each  August 
and  February  term  a  fbll  account  of  all  the  moneys 
in  his  hands,  or  standing  te  his  credit  as  derk,  to  be 
examined  by  the  court  or  a  judge,  and  to  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  nor&em  district.  Fronr 
the  certificate  of  the  derk  of  the  southern  district,  it 
appears  that  no  such  account  has  over  been  ren- 
dered. H^  certificate  embraces  a  portion  of  time  in 
whidi  Jtidge  Tallmadge  predded  in  the  southern  " 


2ai970 


1219 


HISTORT  OF  00NQRSS8. 


uao 


H.  OF  R. 


DUUrict  Jwi$t9» 


FSMU7ABY«  1819* 


trict»  and  the  whole  time  when  Theron  Radd  ww 
elerk. 

An  old  act  of  Congreas  requitee  Ihe  clerk*  of  die* 
trict  oourte  to  give  bonds  in  the  earn  of  ^3,000  for  the 
iaithful  diecharge  of  their  dotiei.  Althou^  thia  turn 
if  altogether  inadequate  to  the  security  of  aueh  large 
amounts  as  were  paid  into  the  district  oourt  of  New 
York  during  the  time  Theron  Rudd  was  clerk,  yat 
the  hasard  of  losing  even  that  amount  would  induca 
some  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  clerk's  anratiea. 
Theron  Rudd  had  been  dark  of  the  district  of  New 
York  some  time  previous  to  the  act  dividing  the  State 
into  two  districts,  which  paaaed  9th  April,  1814,  and, 
pursuant  to  that  division,  on  the  llth  Aprik  1814,  hft 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the  southern  district  From; 
the  certificates  of  the  clerk  of  that  district,  and  of  the 
northern  district,  it  appears  that  there  has  not  been 
filed,  in  either  of  their  offices,  an/  bond  by  Theron 
Rudd  lor  the  &ithful  dbchaige  of  his  duties  as  clerk 
of  the  southern  district  The  omiasion  i«  the  more 
remarkable  as  Mr.  Rudd  had  previously  given  aevtral 
bonds  aa  clerk,  under  vaoous  feappointmenta,  after 
having  been  removed. 

U  appaaia  fivm  the  atalamenls  ef  the  ImMiabla 
Mr*  Deggett  and  the  honer^Oa  Mr.  Hunter,  of  tbs 
Senate,  that  so  late  aa  the  last  of  Febraeiy,  1817, 
Judge  Van  Ness  appealed  to  be  ignerani  «f  the  per* 
ilotts  condition  of  the  funds  ef  the  eouit,  el  a  lime 
when  apprehensions  were  entertained  hy  aereral  gen- 
tleman of  the  c^y  of  Kew  Yei^k,  who  had  oammaat- 
cated  them  to  their  irienda  in  Congieas.  Judge  Van 
Ness  appeared  before  the  Judiciary  Cemmittee  of  the 
Senate  on  the  let  Mareh,  1817,  and  aUtod  hia  objec* 
tions  to  the  passage  of  a  bill  then  pendiog  before  that 
committee,  and  which  afterwarda  became  a  law,  h§ 
^hich  moneys  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  were 
directed  to  be  depooited  within  aizty  da^ya  fitm  the  8d 
of  March,  1817,in  the  ofice  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  when  there  should  be  one  witUn  the  diatriot, 
and  requiring  the  signature  of  the  judge  to  an  opder 
for  the  payment  of  such  moneys.  The  o^eations 
were  aubatantiaUy  the  satae  aa  the  reaeona  mrgad  for 
the  repeal  of  the  rule  before  mentioned,  vis :  that  it 
would  be  unnaeasaaior,  and  would  give  much  trouble. 
Be  asaured  the  committee  of  the  Senate  that  themeney 
waapevlbotly  safo ;  that  it  waa  in  the  Middle  0iatriot 
Bank,north  of  the  highlands,  where  it  had  been  osnied 
from  i^prehaneiona  of  danger  dnriog  the  war ;  that 
the  bank  waa  napactaUe,  and  the  deck  waa  rmpen- 
sible  under  hia  bond;  and  tfait  it  beeeme  hia  dutgr  to 
aae  to  the  security  of  the  money.  The  kw  passed, 
making  it  the  4nty  of  the  ju^gw  of  the  difibranteourta 
to  cause  the  psyment  of  the  money,  aa  before  atetad, 
and  directing  that  any  officer  refuaing  or  negleoting  to 
make  attch  payment  ahould  be  preoeeded  againat  by 
attachment  for  contempt.  On  the  SOth  April,  1817, 
a  rule  was  entered  by  Judge  Van  Ness,  directing  the 
clerk  to  pay  over  the  moneys  of  the  court,  aeoordtng 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  within  sixty  days  from 
the  3d  day  of  March  then  last  On  the  16th  day  of 
June,  1817,  an  order  was  entered  for  an  attachment 
against  Theron  Rudd  for  not  complying  with  the  rule 
of  the  30th  April.  A  copy  of  an  attachment  is  fur- 
nished  the  committee,  dated  the  30th  day  of  June.  It 
appears  from  a  rule  of  the  court,  entered  on  the  23d 
day  of  June,  that  the  clerk  had  then  absconded.  On 
the  8th  January,  1818,  Thomas  Morris,  the  marshal 
of  the  district,  returned  that,by  virtue  of  several  wriu 
of  attachment,  he  had  arrested  Theron  Rudd,  but  found 


him  in  the  custody  of  a  aheriff  by  virtue  of  an  execu- 
tion issued  out  of  one  of  the  State  courts  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  had  therefore  committed  him  to  the 
common  jail  of  the  county  where  he  had  found  him. 
Further  proceedings  on  the  attachment  were  discon- 
tinued by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
who  instructed  the  district  attorney  to  preoeed  by  a^ 
tien  againat  the  clerk.  The  great  delay  in  theaa  pro- 
oaadinga  ia  apparent,  and  it  cannot  he  ascribed  wholly 
to  the  diatriot  attorney,  aa  the  law  aaems  to  have  made 
it  the  special  duty  of  the  judge  to  oauae  Ao  money  to 
be  deposited  according  to  its  prevlsiona. 

According  to  the  foir  Import,  if  not  to  the  letter  ef 
the  act  of  April  18,  1814,  it  became  the  dnty  of  eveiy 
court  of  the  United  Stataa  to  designate  a  bank  wham 
its  money  ehould  be  depooitad,  if  there  ahouM  be  any 
incorporated  liank  withm  the  judicial  district  On  the 
Sd  August,  1814,  Jndge  Van  Nam  made  a  rule  that 
all  moneys  which  ahonld  thereafter  be  paid  into  hia 
court  should  be  paid  to  the  clerk,  who  should  depesite 
the  same  to  his  credit  in  some  bank  or  banka  to  the 
north  of  the  highlands,  in  the  Bute  of  New  York* 
until  the  fiirther  order  of  the  oourt  The  reason  given 
for  thia  rule  wsa,  the  apprehenrion  of  danger  from 
invasion  by  the  enemy.  Your  committee  do  not  per- 
ceive how  that  xmi^au  oeuld  operate  to  prevent  the 
deaignation  of  some  certain  bank  or  banka.  The  re- 
port of  d^e  Judiciary  Committee,  made  at  the  last  aaa- 
aion,  states  the  inability  of  that  committee  to  prosecute 
its  inquiries,  from  a  want  of  knowing  the  particular 
bank  where  the  money  waa  deposited*  It  is  obvious 
that  iSkt  omission  of  eueh  a  designation  removed  a 
Gonaiderabla  cheek  upon  the  improper  dbpooition  ef 
the  funds  by  the  cleric.  The  committee  cannot  die* 
cover  any  aatia&ototy  reason  to  aocount  for  the  money 
being  suiered  to  remain  in  thataituatkm  for  two  years 
after  the  peace  waa  known  in  thia  country,  or  for  ita 
not  beiiig  deposited  in  some  hank  in  the  city  of  N«|r 
York. 

The  report  which  this  committee  have  already  made 
respecting  the  official  conduct  of  Judge  TaUmadge 
wiU  exhibit  the  courts  held  by  Judge  Van  Ness,  in  the 
northern  district,  during  the  time  he  received  an  addi- 
tional allowance  for  his  services  in  that  district.  Those 
services  do  not  appear  to  have  been  so  great  as  Con- 
gress expected.  With  regard  to  the  southern  district. 
Judge  van  Neas  appears  to  have  given  great  attention 
to  iu  busiDess.  £fe  has  held  all  the  stated  4erms  of 
that  district,  excepting  two,  which  have  occurred  since 
his  appointment,  and  he  has  also  held  many  long  and 
ardueua  special  terma. 

There  have  been  complaints  against  some  decisions 
and  orders  of  Judge  Van  Ness.  But  the  respect  which 
this  committee  entertain  for  the  Constitutional  rights 
of  a  judge,  and  for  the  Uwa,  which  provide  adequate 
remedies  for  any  errors  he  msy  commit,  forbids  their 
queotloning  any  judicial  opiaiona. 

One  instance,  however,  appears,  from  the  f  apem 
they  have  examined,  to  parta&a  more  of  the  muriate- 
rial  than  judicial  charaeter.  It  waa  the  ease  of  a  cargo 
which  was  a  priae  to  the  privateer  Tickler,  whiiA  had 
been  f  old,  and  the  money  brought  into  court  The 
judge  autborixed  the  clerk  to  draw  out  the  money*  ex- 
ceeding $146,000,  and  to  pi^  it  over  to  the  daimauta, 
instead  of  directing  the  payment  to  be  made  to  llie 
claimants  immediately ;  and  he  ordered  the  duties  and 
the  two  per  centum  belonging  to  the  navy  penaion 
fund,  exceeding  $16,000,  to  be  paid  to  the  derk,  who 
was  to  pay  it  over  to  the  collector,  whenever  the  court 
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dfttenniMd  tfM  amoiuit  dae  to  ftna/t  otke^t.  It  if  not 
pmnBind  why  tlie  noncr  was  not  m  Mean  in  tlw 
bank  m  in  thie  huiib  d  the  cieriL  It  appvan  to  htTo 
be«n  entinfar  lort;  and,  ftom  th«  papen  baibra  tho 
e^mmittea,  it  cannot  be  diaoov^red  th«t  the  court  haa 
yet  deternuaed  wh^  anKHint  al^old  ^  paid  to  the 
coHactor. 

Under  a  aenae  of  the  duty  impofed  uppn  them,  the 
coBkmittee  aobmit  theae  fiicta  and  obaerratioDa,  al* 
thoQub,  in  their  opinion,  they  do  not  ftimiah  any 
ground  for  the  Constitutional  inteipoaition  of  the 
House. 

Beapecting  the  official  conduct  of  Matthiaa  B.  TaU- 
mndge.  The  committee  haw  not  been  i^ppriied  of 
anj  other  chaise  againa t  the  official  conduct  of  Judge 
Tallmadge  than  hit  having  omitted  to  hold  the  terms 
of  the  diatrict  court  for  which  he  was  appointed,  ac- 
cording to  law.  It  appean  that  Judge  Tallmadge  took 
hii  aeat  on  the  bench  aa  judge  of  the  district  o(  I^ew 
York  on  the  I6tfa  day  of  July,  1805.  From  that  time 
im|a  May,  1810,  he  held  all  the  stated  and  regular 
terms  of  tiie  court,  (excepting  that  the  August  term 
in  1^00  was  poatponed  t#o  daya,)  and  held  thirty-Ava 
apaeial  seesiena.  Tha  May  liid  Augvat  terma,  1810, 
were  noiheld ;  the  Mofemher  tana  waa  held,  adud  he 
pteaidadet  a  apaeial  cowt  ia  Baceflnharof  that  year. 
In  1811,  the  atatad  terma  af  Fabffuaiy,  Angoat,  and 
Neiiemhar,waie  acUonmed  without  bang  opened;  Ike 
May  lailB  wea  held,  and  speoial  eeuEta  aJae  weie  held 
in  Junei,  October,  ^ad  J^orember,  of  that  year.  The 
Febrnery  and  May  terma  of  1813  were  not  opened, 
b«t  two  fecial  conrts  were  held  in  May.  On  the  S9th 
of  April,  1812,  the  act  passed  authorizing  tha  appoint* 
ment  of  an  additional  jud^  of  the  district,  and  on 
the  8d  of  July,  1812,  Judge  Van  Ness,  who  had  been 
appointed  under  that  act,  took  his  seat  on  the  bench. 
After  that  period.  Judge  Tallmadge  held  eight  stated 
terms  and  special  courts  at  New  York ;  two  of  the 
apedal  courts  with  Judge  Van  Ness.  Special  courts 
were  held  in  August,  September,  October,  and  De- 
cember, of  that  year,  and  also  the  stated  NoTomber 
term,  by  lodge  Van  Nees,  who  held  a  special  court 
also  in  Jaanaiy,  1818.  The  February  and  Ifovember 
terma  of  that  year  were  adjourned,  tha  letter  by  Judge 
Tallmadge^  the  frrm«r  by  Judge  Van  Nees,  who  held 
apaeial  ceoito  in  March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  Bap* 
tember,  and  Norember,  and  the  eUted  tanas  in  May 
end  <4iUgUffti 

On  the  9lh  April,  1814,  the  diatiict  waadirided,  end 
Judge  TaUmadge  waa  asaigned  to  the  northani  diatriet. 
Thfee  stated  lams  and  ooe^apecial  oonrt  bad  bean 
held  in  the  northern  pert  of  the  State  previotie  to  the 
division  in  September  apid  October,  1812,  if  Judge 
Van  Ness.  The  May,  one  of  the  September,  and  the 
October  terme,  in  1813,  had  been  a^jeumed ;  a  special 
court  WM  held  in  June,  and  one  of  the  September 
terms  in  that  year  wUs  held  by  Judge  Van  Ness.  No 
courts  appear  to  have  been  held  in  that  district  alter 
that  period,  until  September,  1814,  when  Judge  Van 
Ness  held  the  stated  term  in  that  month,  and  also  the 
sUted  terms  in  October,  1816,  and  April,  1817,  and  a 
special  court  in  Nptember,  I8ir.  One  of  the  Sep- 
tember terms,  and  the  October  term  of  1814,  were  ad- 
journed, and  also  the  Septamber  term,  1815,  and  the 
September  and  October  terms,  1816^  and  the  January 
and  Utica  May  terms,  in  I8i8.  Tha  ]%y  terma  in 
1814  and  1816,  the  September  term,  1^16,  and  the 
May  and  Septamber  tems,  18i«,  in  that  district,  en- 
liiellyAiM. 


On  the  7th  Sntember,  1815,  and  the  »lrt  October 
1^10,  Judge  Tallmadge  bald  epeoial  conrts,  and  fte 
ataled  tetrn  In  Oetober,  1810,  at  Salem.  He  held  the 
etated  terms  in  July  end  Oeteber,  18 17,  a  special  oeuvt 
in  May,  1818,  and  the  irtatad  terma  in  May,  June,end 
NoTeari>er,  1818. 

It  appears  satiaiaGtorily,  from  the  testimony  of  sev« 
eral  physioians,  and  of  the  honoieble  Nathan  Sanlbrd^ 
given  on  a  former  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Judge 
Tallmadge,  that  in  1810  his  health  became  extremely 
delicate,  and  that  very  great  exertion  of  body,  or  any 
unusual  agitation  6f  mind,  invariahly  produced  severe 
sickness,  so  as  to  disqualify  him  for  any  official  duties ; 
and  that  his  life  was  prolonged  by  viriting  a  more 
genial  climate  in  the  Winter  aeaaon. 

On  entering  upon  the  dutfaM  of  his  effi«e  in  1806, 
Judge  Talhnadge  encountered  a  maaa  of  businem 
wfaieh  had  aeenmulated  from  the  ill  health  and  the 
death  ef  his  predecessor,  and  from  the  want  of  angf 
judge  in  the  cenrt  fu  the  time  immediately  preoading 


eppoinlmeat.    The  siokneaa  ef  Judge 

who  dhonld  beve  pwaided  ia  the  eireuit  eeuit, 

rially  increaaed  the  labora  of  tha  diatrict  jndgu* 

The  eummittee  <afe  of  epinien  that  thMO  ia  nothing 
eatabUshad  in  tfie  official  eondiuct  of  Ju4ge  TaUmadge 
te  juatiSf.  the  Constitutional  interposition  of  the  Uonaa* 
They  have  deeipied  it  their  dn^,  however,  to  fireaaat 
ths  facts,  to  enable  the  House  to  form  en  opinion  oa 
the  meri^  of  f  he  caae. 

A&KANSAS  TERRITORY* 

The  Hooae  then  reaolved  iteelf  into  a  Oommil* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  Tct* 
ritortal  goTeranent  for  the  aoathera  part  (tho 
Arkansas  eountry)  of  the  Misaoari  Territory. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  or  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  hy  iaseriiog  a  elause  (similar  to  that  ih» 
corporated,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMAOgi,  la 
the  Misaoari. hill)  to  prohibit  the  cxisteiiee  of 
alavery  io  the  new  Territory. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  and  long-con* 
tioaed  debate,  eoFeriag  part  of  the  ground  pie* 
vioQsly  ocoapted  on  this  sabjeet,  but  differing  ia 
part,  aa  the  present  |)ro|>oaitioa  wee  to  impose  a 
eeAditien  oa  a  Dartwrial  goTornment,  instead 
of,  as  ia  tha  feraier  ease,  to  eojoto  the  adoption  of 
the  principlo  in  the  conatitutton  of  a  SUUs^  mud 
aa  it  apdied  to  a  more  aoothem  Territory. 

Mr.  TAVLoa,  of  New  York,  in  rising,  laid  h« 
regretted  being  obliged  to  rote  on  this  oil!  with 
ao  scaaty  inforoiation.  The  select  conmittoa 
which  raported  it,  had  laid  on  our  table  no  atatio* 
ment  of  facta— no  census  showing  the  different 
kinda  of  popaUtion  in  the  territory,  nor  ctcd  the 
tggregate  of  all  descriptions.  The  aitoation  aad 
condition  of  eaisUng  eettlements  an  aa  littla 
known.  It,  hawever,  is  generaitf  anderatood 
that  the  cUmat«  and  soil  are  suited  to  the  cnlMfe 
of  wheat,  corn,  cottoo,  and  tobacco.    The  dele* 

Ete  from  Mieaoori  no  v  iafiwms  me  that  the  nam- 
r  of  inhabitants,  exclujive  of  Indians,  may  be 
estimated  at  90,000,  of  which  ooe-tenth  are  prob* 
ably  alapes.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  anwilling  to  al* 
Ipw  the  introdoctioa  of  any  more  slaves ;  it  could 
not  be  necessary  for  a^ricoltaral  purposes.  Ail 
the  prod ttotionshefore  mentioned, conld  be  broaght 

Ito  perfeetion,  and  raised  in  abaadaace,  by  fre^ 
flioa.    Cottoa»  and  tobacco,  for  exporUtioa,  had 
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beeo  ehieflfprodnced  bf  the  slareholdiiig  States. 
Bot  is  it  not  reasonable,  asked  Mr.  T.,  that  at  least 
oae  small  portion  of  oar  coantr7,<japable  of  grow- 
ifa^  these  staples,  should  be  left  open  to  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  the  North  and  East.  He 
saw  no  ffood  reason  why  that  portion  of  the  Union 
which  ne  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  repjresent, 
shonid  be  excluded  from  participating  in  this 
yaluable  species  of  agriculture.  That  such  would 
be  the  efiect  of  aliowing  a  free  introduction  of 
slaves,  he  had  fully  demonstated  to  the  Commit- 
tee when  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  was  under  consideration.  Mr.  T. 
said  it  must  be  evident  from  the  present  ratio  of 
population,  as  stated  by  the  delegate  from  Mis- 
souri, that  the  labor  of  the  territory  was  now  per- 
formed chiefly  by  freemen.  He  hoped  this  state 
of  things  might  not  only  continue,  but  improve. 
He  therefore,  could  not  consent  to  render  labor 
tegraceftil— to  connect  it,  in  public  sentiment, 
wiUi  servility,  and  thereby  degrade  the  condition 
of  laboring  men. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,) 
has  asked,  said  Mr.  T.,  what  the  people  of  the 
South  have  done,  that  they  are  to  be  proscribed, 
and  had  expressed  his  deep  regret  at  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  amendment^  We,  sir,  said  Mr.  T. 
do  not  proscribe  them;  we  leave  them  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights;  we  only  for- 
bid them  to  practise  wrongs :  we  invite  them  to 
the  territory  m  question,  but  we  forbid  their  bring- 
ing into  it  a  population  which  cannot  but  prove 
its  naisfortune  and  curse ;  a  population  which,  if 
once  introduced,  will  fasten  like  an  incubus  upon 
all  its  energies,  and  from  which  it  can  never  be 
lelieved. 

I  regret,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  pertinacity  with  which 
gentlemen  maintain  their  opposition.  To  my 
mind  the  amendment  is  both  reasonable  and  ne- 
cessary; and,  if  the  welfare  of  the  territory  were 
alone  consulted,  I  should  entertain  no  doubt  of 
its  adoption  by  an  almost  universal  vote.  But 
other  interests  are  to  be  protected ;  and  it  is  said 
that,  as  the  country  was  purchased  with  our  com- 
mon fund,  it  ouffht  to  inure  to  the  common  bene- 
fit. This,  said  Mr.  T.,  may  be  considered  a  tru- 
ism; but,  unfortunately  for  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  who  adduced  it,  it  has  no  application 
to  the  ease  before  us.  If  it  were  proposed  thkt 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  Arkansas 
should  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  the  objection  would 
have  weight.  But,  said  Mr.  T.,  nothing  like  it  is 
eontempiated.  The  money  to  arise  from  the  sale 
of  lands  in  that  territory,  as  in  all  others,  will  go 
into  the  National  Treasury,  and  be  expended  on 
national  objects. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat) 
has  charged  us,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  being  under  the 
rnfluenee  of '  negropbobia.  Sir,  he  mistook  his 
iMrk.  I  thank  God  that  the  disease  mentioned 
by  that  ffentleman,  is  unknown  to  my  constitu- 
ents; and  it  is  because  I  wish  to  exclude  it  from 
Arkansas,  that  I  have  moved  this  amendment. 
But,  sir,  the  excitement  which  this  motion  has 
produced,  too  clearly  shows  that  the  negrophobia 


does  unhappiljr  prevail  in  another  section  of  this 
country ;  that  it  haunts  its  subjects  in  their  dreams, 
and  disturbs  their  waking  hours.  Ton,  sir,  have 
lately  seen  its  influence  on  one  honor^le  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Colston,)  who  considered  the  appear- 
ance of  a  blaf  k  face  in  the  gallerjr,  pending  yes- 
terday's discussion,  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  a  jgrave  address  to  the  Committee,  and  an 
animatedTphilippic  upon  the  impropriety  of  this 
debate.  To  such  gentlemen  it  majf  be  ^  a  delicate 
subject ;"  but  to  me  I  confess  it  is  not.  In  my 
estimation,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  delicacy  of  the  sub- 
ject is  lost,  and  ought  to  be  forgotten  in  its  im- 
mense importance.  "A  delicate  subject!"  in 
which  is  involved  the  security  and  happiness  of 
unborn  millions;  a  subject  too  delicate  for  dis- 
cussion I — because  our  debate  majr  be  overheard 
by  a  negro  in  the  gallery^.  Sir>  it  is  a  subject 
vastly  important  to  my  children,  and  the  children 
of  my  constituents,  who  shall  hereafter  emigrate 
to  Arkansas ;  and,  while  I  have  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  I  will  discuss  it  freely  when- 
ever public  dutVf  in  mv  judgment,  requires  it. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  Tatloa.  bas 
asked,  if  we  wish  to  coop  up  our  brethren  or  the 
slaveholding  States,  and  prevent  the  extension  of 
their  population  and  wealth.  Mr.  Chairman,  cast 
your  eye  on  that  map ;  survey  the  immense  and 
fertile  regions  which  stretch  from  the  Sabine  to 
Georgia ;  county  if  you  can,  the  millions  of  rich 
acres  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
lying  uncultivated  and  waste.  If  gentlemen  wish 
to  disperse  their  slaves,  here  is  an  abundant  open- 
ing. In  ail  these  States,  new  as  they  are,  slavery 
has  already  planted  its  roots  too  deep,  I  fear,  to  be 
ever  eradicated.  With  ibis  opening  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  be  content.  Let  them  not  carry  the 
pestilence  beyond  the  Mississippi,  into  a  country 
where  its  existence,  as  yet,  is  but  little  known. 
Let  them  agree  to  the  amendment,  and  every 
vestige  of  slavery  will  soon  disappear  from  the 
territory  in  question. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^Mr.  Ttlbr)  has 
added  his  lamentations  on  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  this  country  to  those  of  his  colleagues  who 
preceded  him.  He  informed  us.  too,  that  the  Le- 
l^latnre  of  that  State  had  passed  resolutions,  now 
in  this  House,  requesting  the  aid  of  Congress  to 
mitigate  its  evils.  He  nevertheless  took  care  to 
give  notice  that  he  too  should  vote  against  the 
exclusion  of  slaveryfrom  Arkansas.  It  is  not  my 
province,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  question  the  consistency 
of  any  honorable  member  of  this  Committee, 
but  certainly,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  not  have 
anticipated  such  a  conclusion,  from  the  evidence 
before  him.  If  Virginia  has  found  slavery  an  in- 
tolerable burden;  if  she  seek  the  aid  of  Congress 
to  alleviate  its  evils,  confessedly  too  great,  and 
too  inveterate  for  cure;  if  she  deplore  the  policy 
by  which  it  was  introduced,  I  should  not  have 
expected  to  find  a  representative  from  Virginia 
legislating  for  the  prosperity  of  Arkansas,  and 
nnwilliog^o  exclude  it  from  that  territory. 

Another  gentleman  from  Virainia  (Mr.  Huoh 
NBLaoR)  has  charged  us  with  fighting  behind  a 
masked  battery.    He  considers  this  amendment 
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as  ftD  Mteriog  wedg»  to  prepare  the  waf  for  an 
attack  by  Congrea  on  the  property  of  masters  in 
their  dares,  in  the  sererai  States.    The  charge 
is  nnfoiiBdeo.    We  know  too  well  the  Constitu- 
tional powers  of  this  House,  and  the  Constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  States,  to  entertain  an  idea  of 
such  flagrant  usurpation.  Nay,  sir,said  Mr.  T.,  we 
do  not  propose,  even  in  this  territory,  over  which 
we  hare  full  and  undisputed  sovereignty,  to  take 
from  the  master  his  property  in  a  siaTe— -so  far 
from  it,  that  if  it  be  fact  that  the  labor  of  slares 
is  there  in  demand,  by  prohibiting  their  further 
introduction  into  the  territory,  that  demand  will 
be  increased,  and  the  Talne  of  such  property  now 
there,  will  hie  gre*tlv  enhanced.    The  same  gen> 
tleman,  said  Mr.  T.,  has  expressed  an  opinion 
that  if  our.  ancestors  had  maintained  the  doe- 
trine  embraced  in  the  amendment,  the  Federal 
Constitution  would  never  have  been  formed^  and 
he. has  thought  proper  to  warn  us  that,  if  it  be 
persisted  in,  the  confederation  will  be  dissolved. 
Has  it  then  come  to  this  ?    Is  the  preservation  of 
our  Union  made  to  depend  on  the  admission  of 
slavery  into  a  territory  not  belonging  to  the  States 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted?    A  terri- 
tory purchased  by  Cooffress,  and  for  which  Con- 
gress are  bound  to  legisfote,  widi  a  faithful  resard 
to  the  public  welfare.    Are  we  to  be  terrified  from 
doing  our  duty,  bj  threats  of  disunion  and  dis- 
meniberment?    It  the  day  ever  arrive  when  the 
Representatives  of  one  section  of  the  country 
shall  legislate  in  this  hall  under  the  influence  of 
threats  from  another,  it  will  be  high  time  for  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union.    No,  sir,  said  Mr.  T., 
that  honorable  gentleman  greatly  mistakes  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  he  supposes  this  Union- 
cemented  bv  8o  strong  interests,  necessary  to  all, 
and  especially  to  the  slaveholding  States-— con- 
secrated bv  so  much  f  lorious  achievement — sanc- 
tifled  by  the  blood  of  so  many  heroes— endeared 
by  victories  won  with  the  exertions  and  treasures 
of  all— that  this  Union,  the  preservation  of  which 
is  the  first  lesson  of  lisping  infancy,  and  the  last 
prayer  of  expiring  age»*that  this  union  can  ever 
be  destroyed  or  in  the  least  impaired  by  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  humanity  and  freedom  in 
America. 

But.  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  honorable  gentlO" 
man  nas  mentioned  a  fact  which  shows  how 
Virginia  heroelf  felt  and  acted  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  in  the  Convention  of  1787.  It  was,  he  in- 
fornu  OS,  a  Representative  from  Virginia  who 
drew  the  ordinance  excluding  slavery  from  the 
Northwest  Territory.  This,  said  Mr.  T.,  was  a 
noUe  act— worthy  to  immortalize  the  name  of 
Qrayson.  Bat  aUs !  His  zeal  for  the  rights  of 
maui  his  love  for  future  generations,  his  active 
philanthropy  and  manly  eloquence  no  longer  ani- 
mate this  assembly.  Would  to  God  his  mantle 
ftiad  fallen  on  some  one  of  his  successors.  Then 
that  successor,  and  not  the  humble  individual 
who  now  addresses  you,  would  have  introduced 
this  amendment  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  have  supported  it  by  eloquence 
so  powerful,  by  argument  so  unanswerable,  by 
pathos  so  irresistible,  that  instead  of  the  meagre 


majority  for  which  I  hope,  it  would  be  carried  by 
the  united  voice  of  every  member. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  too  sensibly  feel 
the  value  of  your  time,  to  proceed  in  this  discus- 
sion. I  have  touched,  but  with  the  utmost. brev- 
ity, the  most  prominent  objections  which  have 
been  ur^^ed  against  the  amendment:  less  I  could 
not  sajr  in  justice  to  myself— much  more  I  ought 
to  say  in  justice  to  the  subject.  The  general  con- 
siderations which  I  had  the  honor  to  suggesti 
when  in  committee  on  the  Missouri  bil^  are 
equally  applicable  .on  the  present  occasion.  I 
will  not  repeat  them-^they  are  fresh  in  your  re" 
collection.  May  the  future  inhabitants  of  Ark- 
ansas approve  the  decision  we  now  shall  make— 
I  ask  no  more.  Let  their  interests  be  our  guid% 
and  the  further  introduction  of  slavery  wiU  not 
contaminate  their  borders. 

Mr.  WaLKsa^  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: Mr.  Chairman,  in  taking  a  view  of  this 
subject,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  we  are  legi»> 
lating  in  a  free  country,  and  for  a  free  people ;  the 
importance  of  the  principle  now  contested,  de- 
mands our  utmost  attention  and  vigilance  to  the 
Seat  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  partica- 
rly  to  that  friendly  compromise  entered  into  by 
the  worthy  framers  of  that  instrument.    It  was 
then  conceded  that  the  slaveholding  States  were 
to  hold  an  equal  portion  of  policy,  and  to  be  eiip 
titled  to  the  same  advantages  as  other  States  in 
the  Union.  But  it  appears  by  the  prohibition  and 
restriction  attemptea  to  be  made  as  a  condition  of 
admitting  new  States  into  the  Union,  a  direct  vi<>» 
lation  of  that  sacred  compact  is  attempted.    The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  TaTLon)  which  prohibits  slaves  firom 
beingtaken  into  the  territory  of  the  Arkansas,  eon- 
pletely  deprives  the  citizens  of  the  Southern  aeo* 
tion  of  the  Union  from  any  advanta^  arising  ia 
the  Gh)vemmentj  or  from  having  either  part  or 
lo^  or  any  inheritance,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi.    Sir,  was  it  not  pnrchased  by  the 
whole  United  States  1    Did  not  the  Southern 
States  contribute  their  full  share  for  that  pur- 
chase? And  are  they  not  morally  and  politically 
entitled  to  equal  advantages  of  the  soil?    It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  a  great  portion  of  the  popniation 
of  that  territory  willbe  emigrants  from  the  South* 
ern  States;  they  will  be  disposed  to  itmove  to 
that  climate  suited  to  their  constitution  and  hab* 
its,  or  the  culture  of  rice  and  cotton.   Shall  thojr 
be  proscribed,  and  prohibited  from  taking  their 
slaves  ?    Sir,  if  so,  your  land  will  be  an.uncultt- 
vated  waste— a  fruitless  soil ;  it  is  further  south 
than  the  35th  degree  of  latitude,  a  low  and  warm 
country^  that  will  not  support  a  laboring  white 
population. 

But,  sir,  I  contend  that  we  have  no  legitimate 
power  to  legislate  on  the  property  of  the  citizena, 
only  to  levy  taxes.  We  mightT  with  the  same 
right,  prohibit  other  species  of  property  from 
crossing  the  Mississippi.  Have  not  the  Southern 
States  yielded  to  the  Eastern  States  so  much  of 
their  favorite  system  of  free  white  population,  as 
to  give  up  and  relinquish  the  new  States  of 
Ohio,  Indmna,  Illinois,  and  all  the  vaat  territory 
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aorfb  of  th^  river  Ohio  t  t&i  ifatll  the  8)iTeb(M- 
iog  States  be  withheld  frooi  a  smftll  eltfe  of  the 
prospeotive  advtntaffes  erimg  in  the  tenlement 
of  tfaifl  new  territory  7  Crentleniefi  seem  to  think 
that  they  are  serrfng  the  eaotc  of  hmnaBity  effec- 
tively, in  prohibiting  slaves:  to  eross  the  Missis- 
sippi. Id  this,  they  are  mistaken  $  tber  are  with* 
holdmg  from  them  the  mems  of  alt  the  comfort 
and  heppinesa  their  condition  afibrds;  that  is, 
food  and  raiment.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
frontier  conotry  the  servant  feeds  as  his  master, 
and  is  sufficiently  clothed ;  while  in  the  interior 
of  the  old  States  the  means  of  subsistence  is  scan- 
ty and  improvident. 

Bat.  sir,  the  great  and  radical  objection  to  the 
amenament  proposed,  is  tdkiog  away  from  the 
people  of  this  territory  the  natnral  and  Constitn- 
tioDsJ  right  of  legislating  for  themselves,  and  im- 
posing on  them  a  eondition  which  they  may  not 
willingly  accept.  In  organising  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  forming  a  const! (at ioo,  they  and 
they  alon^  have  the  right,  and  are  the  proper 
judges  of  that  policy  best  adapted  to  their  genias 
and  interest,  and  it  ought  to  be  exclosivety  left  to 
them.  If  tney  wish  to  exclode  slaves  from  be- 
ing taken  into  their  territory,  thev  can  prohibit 
them  by  their  own  act.  If  they  think  proper  to 
admit  the  emigration  of  slafves,  th^y  can  say  so. 
Let  them  be  their  own  jadges,  aod  not  force  upon 
them  a  yoke  they  may  not  be  willing  to  bear. 
The  people  of  the  Arkansas  and  of  the  West  are 
competent  jodffes  of  their  Constittitional  rights, 
and  well  knowliowto  appreciate  their  nrivileges 
as  freemen ;  and  be  assured,  the  farther  Kom  yoar 
metropolis,  the  greater  the  enthaslaam  for  liberty. 
Slavery  is  an  evil  we  have  lon^f  deplored  but 
cannot  care ;  it  was  entailed  upon  ns  by  oar  an- 
ceitors ;  it  was  not  oar  original  sin,  and  we  can- 
not, in  onr  present  situation,  release  ourselves 
from  the  embarrassment ;  andj  as  it  is  an  evil,  the 
more  diffbsive,  the  lighter  it  will  be  felt,  and  the 
wider  it  is  extended  the  more  equal  the  proportion 
of  inconvenience.  We  know,  we  felt  yesterday 
on  the  Missoari  bill,  yon  have  the  power ;  yon  are 
the  majority ;  hot  d^  not  bear  ns  down  on'  this 

Siestion.  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  exercise  on 
is  vote  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  give  the 
Sbothem  Slates  an  inheritanceamongtheir  breth- 
ren, by  snffering  such  of  us  a«  are  disposed  to  be- 
cotaM  citizens  of  the  Arkansas  to  talte  our  slave 
property  with  us.  Then  your  lands  will  be  sold ; 
your  soil  Will  be  cultivated;  and  your  country 
will  ffourish. 

Mr.  McLan n,  of  Delaware,  said  he  regretted 
very  much  the  discussion  of  this  subject  in  its 
present  form,  with  regard  to  these  territories,  cal- 
culated as  it  was  to  arouse  feelings  which  had 
long  slumbered,  and  which  could  never  be  resusci- 
tated without  great  danger  to  that  humtne  object 
we  all  had  in  view.  He  regretted  it  the  more, 
because  it  never  was  without  pain  that  he  founo 
himself  compelled  to  assume  even  tbe  appearance 
of  opposition  to  the  most  enthusiastic  notion  for 
the  abolition  of  slaverv«  With  such  impressions, 
he  should  not  have  taken  any  part  in  the  diseus- 
aioB,  if  the  question  had  not  been  treated  by  the 


nentlemau  who  has  jost  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
GtmUHAN)  as  one  of  liberty  and  slavery,  an  idea 
he  utterly  disclaimed;  andl;  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting any  misconception  of  the  course  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  take,  he  would  detain  the  Commit- 
tee a  short  time  while  he  expltiined  the  reasons 
by  which  he  was  inftneneed.  Mr.  McL.said,  he 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  the  House;  in  his 
love  of  freedom,  or  in  his  abhorrence  of  slavery  in 
its  mildest  form*.  His  earliest  education,  and  the 
habits  of  his  life,  were  opposed  to  the  holding  of 
slaves,  and  the  encouragement  of  slavery.  At  the 
same  time,  he  would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  the 
House  in  his  regard  for  the  Constitution  of  his 
country,  and  for  the  peace,  safety,  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union  of  these  States.  To  theiNe 
great  objects  all  minor  considerations  should  give 
way.  He  would  unite  with  gentlemen  in  any 
course  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  for  the 

Sadual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
syond  this,  the  oath  he  had  taken  as  a  member 
of  the  House,  forbade  him  to  ^o.  The  fixing  of  a 
line  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  north  of  which 
slavery  should  not  be  tolerated,  had  always  been 
with  him  a  favorite  policy,  and  he  hoped  the  day 
was  not  distant  when  upon  principles  of  fair  com- 
promise it  might  constitutiomilly  be  effected.  He 
was  apprehensive,  however,  that  tlie  present  pre- 
mature attempt,  and  the  feelings  it  had  eliccted, 
would  interpose  new  and  almost  insuperable  ob- 
stacles to  the  attainment  of  the  end. 

Mr.  McL.  said,  that  gentlemen  had  lost  sight  of 
the  real  questions  under  consideration.  They  had 
treated  the  subject  as  if  we  were  now  delibeniting 
upon  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  slavery  in 
the  United  States  from  abroad ;  or,  as  if  we  were 
to  decide  whether  there  should  or  should  not  be 
slavery  among  us.  Sir.  if  this  were  the  question, 
there  is  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  from  tbe  North 
or  South  who  would  hesitate  in  his  opinion.  He 
believed  there  was  no  quarter  of  the  country  in 
which  slavery  is  more  seriously  deplored  than  in 
the  South.  But,  it  was  an  evil  which  existed— 
it  had  been  unfortunately  entailed  upon  us,  and  it 
required  the  united  and  dispassionale  wisdom  of 
the  nation  to  mitwate  its  horrors  and  sojf^n  its 
calamities.  The  farther  increase  of  slavery  from 
abroad  had  been  prohibited  by  very  severe  laws, 
and  we  were  at  this  session  about  to  pass  others^ 
enforcing  their  provisions,  and  repairing  their  de- 
fects. The  present  question  regarded  merely  the 
disposition  of  the  slaves  among  us,  and  that  only 
in  a  limited  extent.  Sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  what  is 
the  question  now  before  the  Committee  1 

France,  by  the  treaty  of  April,  1808,  ceded  to 
the  United  Stales  the  territory  of  Louisian*-- 
by  certain  limits,  within  which  are  eootamed  the 
territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  upon 
the  terms  thereia  specified.  At  the  time  of  this 
cession  there  were  a  number  of  slaves  in  boill 
places,  belonging  to  the  people  inhabiting  those 
territories,  aod  from  that  time,  until  now,  there  has 
been  no  inhibition  of  the  transportation  of  slaves 
to  these  territories  from  those  States  whose  mu- 
nicipal regulations  permitted  their  exportation. 
From  these  causes,  tne  number  has  been  increaa- 
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iaf'dstly  te  the  prattnt  tioie,  and  it  is  tdmitted 
tint  there  is  at  preseoi  a  very  eonsiderable  stare 
popplatioo. 

The  mtrlctioos  whieb  are  noir  proposed, 
aaaviittt,  ia  faei,  ilrst,  to  the  emancipation  of  the 
piKS6At  slaves  and  their  isstie ;  and,  secondly,  to 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  admission  of  these 
Territories  into  the  Union,  as  Slates,  that  they 
shall  prohihft  the  introduction  of  slaveiy  in  fa- 
tare  from  any  part  of  the  United  States.  Under 
these  profisions,  persons  removinff  thither  with 
iheir  uimilies,  and  with  the  hona  fide  intention  of 
lesiding  permanently  therein,  are  prohibited  from 
carrying  with  them  this  species-  of  property, 
shonld  they  he  the  owners  of  any. 

I  have  nodonbtthat  these  propositions  proceed 
from  the  most  humane  philanthropic  motives, 
and  nothing  can  more  gladden  the  heart  than  the 
contemplation  t>f  a  portion  of  territory  consecra- 
ted to  freedom,  whose  soil  should  never  be  moist- 
ened by  the  tear  of  the  slave,  or  degraded  by  the 
step  or  the  oppressor  or  the  oppressed.  It  is  a 
theory  which  we  should  be  very  apt  to  reduce  to 
practice  without  even  consulting  the  condition 
of  the  present  miserable  race  of  slaves  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  if  we  had  the  power 
to  do  so.  But,  although  Mr.  McL.  desired  the 
mult  as  sincerely  as  any  man,  he  was  bound  lo 
say,  that,  after  a  deliberate  investigation  of  the 
subject.  Be  did  not  believe  that  Congress  possessed 
the  power  to  impose  the  restriction.  As  it  re- 
garded the  unfortunate  beings  now  held  in  slave- 
ry in  those  Territories,  he  said,  he  had  no  more 
right  to  provide  for  their  liberation  than  he  had 
to  invade  any  other  species  of  propertv  whatso- 
ever. Their  owners  nad  acquired  the  legal  title 
to  their  labor  and  services,  it  had  become  a  vested 
right,  and  we  had  no  power  to  disturb  it.  We 
had  no  greater  power  to  take  from  them  their 
pteperiy  in  these  slaves  than  we  had  to  deprive 
them  of  any  chattel  or  other  object  of  owner- 
ship. He  did  not  mean  to  consider  the  stave  as 
a  BMre  chattel;  he  viewed  him  as  an  ill-fated 
member  of  the  human  race,  doomed  by  a  bard 
and  eruei  fortune  to  devote  his  labor  and  services 
to  another;  he  was  the  sobiect  of  the  protecting 
arm  of  the  law,  and  his  life  and  person  were 
sacred  from  those  outrages  which  might  be  com** 
milled  with  Impunity  upon  other  articles  of 
property.  But,  after  all,  his  services  and  his per- 
•oa  bemged  to  bis  owner ;  he  was  the  property 
of  his  owner.    The  man  who  steals  a  slave  is 

fnilty  of  felony— this  shows  him  to  be  property, 
lut,  the  oenstitutions  of  the  States  in  which 
sktverj  is  tolerated,  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uolted  States,  recognise  the  interest  of  the  owner 
in  his  elave  u  property.  The  Union  of  the 
States  is  founded  upon  this  principle;  and  the 
owner  is  authorized  to  reclaim  his  slave  on  the 
ground  of  property,  when  he  shall  have  abscond* 
ed  from  his  service.  In  many  of  the  States  they 
are  liable  to  he  ukea  in  execution  and  sold  for 
debt,  considering  them  u  property.  This  is  the 
law  in  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor  In  part 
to  repreeeut.  If  we  treat  ihem,  therefore,  as 
property,  and  if  we  even  consider  it  in  a  limited 
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sense,  that  the  owner  has  property  in,  or  right  to. 
the  service  merely,  it  19,  nevertheless,  a  right,  anu 
we  cannot  interfere  with  that  right  by  a  mere  act 
of  legislation. 

What  would  be  said  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Slate  of  Delaware,  or  Maryland,  if,  by  law,  tbe^ 
were  to  declare  all  the  slaves  within  their  tern- 
tory  to  be  free  ?  Could  it  be  pretended  for  a 
moment  that  they  would  have  any  right  to  do  so? 
The  utmost  any  State  has  done,  has  been  to  say, 
that,  after  a  certain  day,  sometime  in  prospec- 
tive, the  issue  of  all  persons  held  to  slavery  shall  be 
free.  He  would  not  now  discuss  this  right,  though 
he  could  not  discern  how  the  right  to  the  usu- 
fruct of  this  property  could  be  at  all  impaired, 
and,  at  any  rate,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  the  owner 
would  be  allowed  tbe  privilege  of  removing  his 
slave  before  the  day  arrived  when  tbe  law  was  to 
take  effect.  As  it  regarded  the  slaves,  at  present 
existing,  therefore,  we  certainly  had  no  power  to 
interfere;  and  the  question  was  of  consequence 
nsrrowed  down  to  the  simple  propositions  to  pro- 
hibit the  introduction  of  slaves  in  future,  and  to 
denying  to  the  inhabitants  of  those  Territories 
about  to  become  States  tbe  right  and  privilege  of 
deciding  for  themselves  in  this  particular.  It  by 
no  means  follows  that  they  will  not  decide  to 
exclude  slavery  in  future;  it  is  quite  probable 
they  will  find  it  their  interest  to  do  so ;  but  hare 
we  the  right  of  taking  from  them  the  privilege 
of  judging  of  their  own  interest  and  policy  in 
this  respect  ?  To  our  power  to  do  this,  either  as 
regarded  the  State  now  to  be  admitted,  or  the 
territory  hereafter  to  become  a  State,  he  consci* 
entionsly  believed  the  Constitution,  and  the  na- 
tional compact,  to  which  he  would  hereafter  re- 
fer more  particularly,  opposed  an  insuperable 
barrier. 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  denied  that  Congress  had 
power  to  impose  any  condition  upon  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  into  the  Union  impairing  its  sov- 
ereignty. We  had  a  right  to  require  the  form 
and  spirit  of  its  Constitution  to  be  Republican, 
and  we  had  the  right  to  say  that  we  would  or 
would  not  admit,  but  we  could  go  no  further.  We 
could  impose  no  terms  in  abridgment  of  its  rights 
of  sovereignty  whatsoever,  and  he  protested 
against  the  opposite  doctrine  as  leading  to  the 
most  pernicious  consequences.  "New  States  may 
be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union.'' 
When  so  admitted  they  become  members  of  the 
Union,  as  the  others  who  have  been  admitted 
before  them ;  it  is  but  an  addition  of  another  link 
to  the  old  chain ;  incurring  the  same  obligations 
to  contribute  to  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  and  therefore  entitled  to  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  with  the  other  Confederates.  The 
term  '^Statr'  imports  sovereignty,  and  tbe  term 
^^Stale,"  in  relation  to  the  federative  system  of 
the  United  States,  Imports  the  same  degree  of 
sovereignty  as  is  enjoyed  by  the  States  of  that 
Union.  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  our  Govern- 
ment, that  all  the  States  composing  the  Union 
should  have  equal  sovereignty.  It  is  the  great 
principle  on  which  the  Union  reposes — the  germ 
of  iu  duration.    How  long  would  this  empire 
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be  held  together^  composed  as  it  is  of  many  parts 
united  together  for  acomrooD  interest,  if  all  those 
parts  were  unequal  in  their  privileges,  unequal 
in  their  rights,  but  compelled  to  make  an  equdl 
contribution  to  the  support  of  the  others?    It 
would  be  a  motn!y  tribe  of  sovereign  and  deihi- 
sovereign  States — a  congregated  mass  of  inco- 
herent particles — disorder  and  dismemberment 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence.    Besides, 
sir^  a  constitution  is  the  charter  containing  the 
principles  by  which  men  are  to  be  governed  in 
their  persons  and  property— it  is  the  charter  of 
rights  of  a  free  people— in  its  formation,  deliber* 
ation  and  freedom  of  deliberation  are  necessary 
ingredients ;  but.  if  we  are  to  make  their  consti- 
tution, or  prescribe  the  terms  of  it,  what  becomes 
of  the  right  of  deliberation  ?    We  dictate  the 
terms  ourselves  to  suit  our  views,  without  regard 
to  their  interests  or  condition.  In  e£fect,  we  agree 
to  admit  them,  to  be  a  State  if  they  will  consent 
to  be  less  than  a  State — to  constitute  them  a 
member  of  the  Union,  if  they  will  agree  to  give 
up  the  right  of  judging  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment best  adapted  to  their  condition,    fiut,  sir, 
what  are  the  limits  of  this  power  ?    If  we  have 
the  right  to  impose  this  condition,  what  condition 
have  we  not  a  right  to  impose?  The  power  must 
be  general,  or  it  does  not  exist.    If  we  have  tl\e 
right  to  insist  upon  a  stipulation  on  the  part  of 
the  new  State,  not  to  admit  slaves,  because  it  is 
humane  and  politic  to  do  so,  we  would  have  an 
equal  ri^ht  to  insist  upon  a  stipulation  of  another 
klnd^  if  It  should  also  appear  to  us  to  be  wise  and 
politic ;  we  might  prescribe,  as  a  condition,  that 
their  right  of  suffrage  should  be  regulated  as  we 
should  direct;  that  their  representation  should 
not  be  as  large,  in  proportion  to  their  population, 
as  other  States;  that  they  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  equality  of  taxation;  that  they 
should  surrender  to  the  General  Uovernment 
greater  powers,  and  retain  fewer  rights,  than  the 
other  States  or  the  Union  had  done ;  or  that  they 
should  encouraffe  this  or  that  religion,  or  no  re- 
ligion at  all.    And,  sir,  at  some  future  day,  when 
the  slaveholding  interest,  as  it  has  been  called, 
predominates  in  this  body,  it  might  be  made  a 
condition,  upon  the  admission  of  a  new  State, 
that  slavery  should  not  only  be  tolerated,  but  that 
it  should  never  afterwards  be  interdicted.    Let 
gentlemen  remember,  too,  that  the  predominance 
of  this  interest  is  hj  no  means  improbable,  and 


undoubted  right  of  every  people,  when  admitted 
to  be  a  State,  to  become  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent— free  to  make  their  own  constitution 
and  laws-*to  be  the  judges  of  their  own  policy, 
and  free  to  alter  or  amend  them  at  pleasure.  The 
moment  they  are  constituted  a  State.^  they  would 
have  these  rights,  notwithstanding  the  condition 
imposed ;  and,  if  they  were  to  present  you  with 
a  constitution,  containing  this  provision,  it  would 
be  matter  of  form  only ;  they  could  change  it 
immediately  afterwards,  and  abolish  the  very 
feature  you  would  desire  to  retain.    The  condi- 


tion, therefore,  would  not  only  be  unoonalitotioB- 
al,  but  useless.  We  do  not  possess  the  political 
power  to  enforce  it ;  an  attempt  to  do  so  would, 
no  doubt,  prove  abortive  as  to  its  object;  bilt  it 
miffht  leave  behind  it  a  deep  and  lasting  wound, 
rankling  in  the  bosom  of  the  State,  and  finally 
alienate  all  their  respect  for  vour  authority.  " 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  besides 
the  general  principles  already  adverted  to,  we  are 
not  at  liberty,  as  respects  this  Territory,  to  eon* 
suit  our  power,  if  we  possessed  it.  We  are  bound 
to  these  people  by  a  compact  which  forbids  us  to 
impose  the  condition,  and  we  cannot,  without  a 
breach  of  fai^h,  violate  that  eompacu  The  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  provides,  that, 
"  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
^  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to 
'  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to 

*  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages  and 

*  immunities  of  citizens  of  tke  United  Statet— 

*  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained 
'  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  lib* 

*  erty,  property,  and  the  religion  they  profess." 
This  article  applies  both  to  Missouri  and  Ar 


kansas ;  and,  in  fact,  so  do  all  the  arguments  al- 
ready used  ;  for,  though  the  law  now  to  be  pMsed 
refers  to  Arkansas  as  a  Territory,  yet  it  will  short- 
hr  become  a  State,  and  the  principles  derivable 
from  its^overeignty  would  then  apply  with  equal 
force.  By  this  treaty,  then,  we  nave  stipulated 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  property,  of  which  their  slaves 
unquestionably  formed  a  part,  until'they  can  be 
incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States, 
that  is,  until  their  population  shall  amount  to  the 
number  always  required  to  authoriie  the  admis- 
sion of  a  Sute,  or  until  Congress  shall  pass  a  law 
authorizing  them  to  form  a  constitution.  As  soon 
as  this  is  the  case,  they  are  to  be  "  incorporated 
in  the  union  of  the  United  States,"  and  admitted, 


vantage!  _  __ 

United  States."  What  are  these  "  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities,"  "accordinff  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ?"  That 
they  shall  have  the  right  of  holding  slaves  if  they 
please  to  do  so ;  that  they  shall  form  State  ff>y* 
ernments,  with  the  same  rights  and  immunities 
of  all  other  State  governments;  that  they  shall 
have  the  same  power  to  make  their  municipal 
laws  as  any  other  States,  and  the  same  ad  vanta^ 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  As  such,  as  citi* 
zens  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to  possess 
slaves  is  unquestionable.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  all  the  States  possess  this  right  of  admitting 
or  excluding^  slavery  within  their  jurisdiction,  as 
they  may  think  fit.  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
possess  this  right;  and,  though  it  is  their  present 
policy  to  exclude  slavery,  no  one  can  doubt  that 
they  would  have  the  right  to-morrow,  if  they 
thought  proper  to  do  so,  to  alter  their  policy,  and 
permit  tne  introduction  of  slavery.  The  right 
to  hold  slaves,  and,  which  is  more  important  as  it 
respects  their  freedom  and  sovereignty,  the  right 
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to  decide  whether  they  will  or  will  not  hold  them, 
ia  is  much  an  immanity  and  adyantage,  uader 
oar  ConstitutioD,  as  the  right  to  be  represented  in 
Congress,  or  the  right  to  a  freedom  of  religious 
opinion,  or  the  right  to  have  the  slaves  accounted 
a  part  of  their  population,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.  We  have  no  more 
power  to  impair  one  than  another  of  these  rights. 

Sir,  we  cannot  attach  too  much  imj^ortance  to 
this  treaC]r,  and  the  rights  secured  by  it.  It  was 
the  condition  of  the  transfer  of  the  original  in- 
habitants of  this  Territory,  and  their  possessions, 
from  their  former  (Government  to  ours.  They 
enjoyed  these  rights  under  their  old  Government, 
and  in  the  exchange  of  allegiance  they  were  as- 
sured that  it  should  not  be  lost ;  that  the  United 
States  would  guaranty  them  these  rights,  and 
protect  them  i^  their  enjoyment.  Strangers  as 
these  people  were  to  us  and  to  our  institutions, 
the  solemn  obligations  of  the  treaty  should,  on 
this  account,  be  sacredly  observed.  We  are  to 
win  their  affections  for  our  Qovenlment  and 
Constitution,  which  can  only  be  done  by  a  sacred 
regard  for  their  riffhts  and  our  own  obliffations. 
The  inhabitants  who  have  since  emigrated  to  this 
Territory,  have  gone  under  the  faith  of  this  treaty, 
relying  upon  the  known  good  faith  of  the  Ameri- 
can (^vernment,  for  the  strict  fulfilment  of  its 
stipulations.  Sir,  the  prosperity  and  union  of  the 
United  States  depend  upon  the  honest  perform- 
ance of  all  the  engagements  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  The  protection  to  all  its  mem- 
bers—- of  the  people,  of  the  eountrv-^in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  rights,  of  every  description,  is 
the  object  of  the  Union.  When  the  disposition 
to  do  this  effectually  ceases,  the  great  cnain  by 
which  we  are  connected  will  cease  to  bind  us. 
And,  sir,  if  any  one  or  more  of  the  States  hare  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
principles  of  our  compact,  it  is  the  small  States, 
who  should  be  (he  last  to  relax  the  most  rigid 
enforcement  of  their  true  spirit  and  intention. 

It  does  therefore  appear  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  Mr.  McL.,  that  we  are  prevented,  both  by 
the  principles  of  our  Constitution  and  the  terms 
of  our  solemn  compact,  from  imposing  this  re- 
striction ;  that,  without  considering  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure,  it  becomes  a  conscientious 
duty  (though  to  some,  and  to  me  among  others, 
a  painful  one)  to  resist  it.  And  yet,  sir,  a  view 
ofthe  question  of  expediency  would  go  very  far 
to  mitigate  the  pain  which  we  might  otherwise 
feel  at  heiog  unable  to  gratify  our  wishes.  We 
have  now  in  the  United  States  a  large  slave  pop- 
ulation. It  is  certain  that  it  cannot  be  increased 
by  importations  from  abroad.  Their  sudden  eman- 
cipation is  utterly  impracticable.  In  their  pres- 
ent situation,  even  a  gradual  one  is  almost  hope- 
less. To  meliorate  their  sufferings,  and  soften 
the  rigors  of  their  servitude,  is  the  most  that  can 
be  done  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  But  while 
they  are  confined  exclusively  to  th«  Southern 
States,  owned  in  large  numbers  by  a  single  indi- 
vidual, and  limited  to  a  single  urm,  even  this 
change  is  scarcely  to  be  expected.  If,  however, 
they  were  permitted  to  be  carried  by  the  children 


of  the  Southern  {Ranter,  when  emigimting  to  the 
Western  country  in  pursuit  of  the  riches  which 
that  fruitful  territory  holds  out  to  an  industrioBs 
enterprise — and  I  would  not  permit  them  to  be 
sold  by  traders,  or  hecome  the  objects  of  profit*— 
they  would  by  this  means  become  dUpersed  over 
a  wider  field ;  their  condition  would  neeeasarily 
be  improved,  (for  thev  always  thrive  and  do  bei^ 
ter  when  held  in  small  numbers ;)  and  the  chancca 
of  emancipation  would  certainly  be  multiplied 
in  both  countries ;  the  number  would  be  less  ia 
the  South  and  the  West;  they  would  be  less  for* 
midable  to  the  white  popuuttion ;  and  in  the 
course  of  time  gradually  acquire  ease  and  free- 
dom. In  the  State  from  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  come,  the  work  of  emancipation  is  rapidly 
progressing,  and,  I  believe,  principally  owing  to 
the  sparseness  of  this  description  of  popolalion* 
Their  condition  ia  also  better  than  those  further 
South,  from  the  same  cause.  There  is,  however, 
one  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject  so  neady 
allied  to  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  impose  thceon- 
templated  restriction,  that  I  cannot  avoid  advert^ 
ing  to  it.  It  is  said  by  the  gentlemen  from  the 
South  that  this  Territory  was  purchased  with  the 
common  fund  of  the  nation,  to  whose  benefits  ail 
have  an  equal  right;  and  that^  by  preventing  the 
Sonthern  planter  from  carrying  his  slaves  with 
him  when  he  goes  to  settle  in  this  Territory,  yos 
interdict  the  emigration  from  that  quarter  altog^ 
ther.  Although  it  is  clear  that  anyone  State  might 
frame  its  municipal  regulations  so  as  to  exclude 
the  introduction  of  slaves,  even  by  persons  remov* 
ing  into  it,  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the 
exercise  of  this  right  ought  to  be  left  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  each  State ;  and  we  know  the  pol- 
icy of  different  Sutes  varies  in  this  partieniac 
In  Delaware,  persons  removing  from  or  into  the 
State  are  permitted  to  carrv  their  slaves  with 
them:  their  introduction  ana  exportation  is  pro* 
hihited  only  for  the  purposes  of  sale.  In  Penn- 
sylvania it  is  otherwise.  Congress  would  ear- 
tainly  have  no  power  to  interdict  the  emigration 
from  one  State  to  another ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
conaideration  how  far  they  can  do  the  same  by 
indirect  means.  I  cannot  admit  the  construction 
ofthe  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  SpnnonR)  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  provides  that  the  emigration  or  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be 
prohibited  prior  to  the  year  1808.  This  clause 
was  designed  to  embrace  all  classes  of  people^ 
freemen  as  well  as  slaves— coming  from  abroad* 
It  could  not  mean  to  authorize  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  from  one  Statn.  to  anotnec, 
because  it  would  conflict  with  another  provision, 
that  citizens  of  one  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  free  citizens  in  another,  which 
secures  the  right  of  emigration ;  and  because,  if 
it  were  designed  to  ve^t  the  power  in  Congress, 
it  would  of  necessity,  to  be  available  at  all,  be  an 
exclusive  power ;  but  we  all  see  the  States  con- 
stantly exercising  it,  and  they  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  exercising  it  ever  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution. 
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0»  111*  wliole,  lir.  ChMnm»,  Mid  Mr.  MeL., 
it  MciDB  to  me  thtt  wt  bate  no  ritfbt  to  impose 
tirie  reetriciion ;  «b4  tliel,  if  we  had.  it  would  be 
vieletB^  impnetteible,  aod  vnarailing.  At  the 
sanK  time,  I  do  not  mean  to  abaodon  the  poliey 
to  which  I  alluded  in  the  eommenfcemeat  of  my 
remarfce.  I  think  it  bat  fair  that  both  neotioos  of 
tho  Union  should  be  accommodated  on  tbie  sob* 

tat,  with  regard  to  which  so  much  feeling  has 
icn  manifested.  The  same  great  motives  of 
policy  which  recooeilcd  and  harmonized  the  jar- 
ring and  ditcordant  elements  of  onr  system,  ori- 
eially,  and  which  enabled  the  fVaraers  of  onr 
ppy  ConstitQiion  to  compromise  the  different 
inicffeste  which  then  prerailed  upon  this  and 
other  sobjects,  if  profwrlv  cherished  by  ue,  will 
enable  ne  to  achicTe  similar  objects.  If  we  meet 
upon  principles  of  reciprocity,  we  cannot  fail  to 
do  justice  to  all.  It  has  aiready  been  avowed  by 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  from  the  Booth  and  the 
West,  that  they  will  aeree  upoa  a  line  which 
shall  divide  the  slaTeboiding  from  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.  It  is  this  proposition  I  am  anx- 
ioas  to  effect;  bat  I  wish  to  efiect  it  by  some 
compact  whieh  shall  be  binding  upon  all  partiee, 
and  all  sobseqaent  Legislatnres ;  which  cannot 
be  changed,  and  will  not  floetnate  with  the  diver- 
sity of  feeling  and  of  sentiment  to  which  this 
Bmpire  in  its  march  mast  be  destined.  There  is 
a  vast  and  immense  tract  of  ooantry  west  of  the 
Idimissippi  yet  to  be  settled,  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  northern  section  of  the  Union, 
upon  which  this  compromise  can  be  effected. 
Believing  as  I  do  that  the  Coostitation  and  the 
compact  before  mentioned  will  not  permit  us  to 
extend  onr  policy  over  the  whole,  1  will  be  very 
willing  to  take  as  great  a  part  as  I  can  obtain : 
and  in  so  doiag^thoogh  I  may  lament  that  the 
hamane  policy  of  thoee  who  are  so  anxious  to 
effect  this  end  cannot  be  more  widely  diitoed — 
I  shall  at  least  enjoy  the  consciouniess  of  having 
conforihed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  country, 
and  executed  the  national  compacts  in  good  faith. 
The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Tall- 

VADMI,    LiVSBMOIUi)   SPtlCOBR,    and   COBHWAlfS 

aud  wui  ooposed  by  Messrs.  C^at,  RoBBRTnoK, 
Ttlbr^  iiUGH  NBLaon,  SToaaa,  Johmsoh,  of 
Virginia,  BARBOtm.  of  Virgioia,  and  Kimbbt. 
Several  of  the  gentlemen  spoke  more  than  once, 
and  the  debate  was  mainiamed,  with  much  ani- 
mation, until  near  4  o'clock. 

The  question  was  finally  uken  on  the  first  part 
of  the  motion  (it  having  been  divided)  in  the 
foUowing  words: 

**  Thattht  tother  introduction  of  slaveiy  or  invol- 
unlary  servitiide  be  prehibited»  except  Ibr  the  pnaiih- 
ment  ef  crimes,  of  which  Om  partr  shell  hsve  been 
ceavicted."  "^ 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative :  For  the 
motion  (S6;  against  it  80. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  proposition,  to  de- 
clare all  the  children  free  after  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  who  shall  be  hereafter  born  in  the  Terri- 
tory, was  negatiTed  without  a  division. 

Tne  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  bill, 
and  having  gone  through  it,  next  took  up  the 


ALABAMA  BILL, 

For  enabling  the  people  of  that  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  (he  admission  of  the  same  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Butes. 

Much  time  was  busily  employed  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  receiving  and  disposing  of  various 
amendments  proposed  to  the  details  of  this  bill, 
and  in  considering  and  deciding  on  its  provisions. 
Messrs.  Crowbll,  Poiitdexter,  Cobb,  and  others 
entered  into  the  disctission.  The  Committee 
negatived  one  or  two  motions  to  rise,  and  perse- 
vered through  the  bill;  when  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  both  bills  to  the  House,  with 
the  ameodmeots  made  thereto ;  and  at  near  five 
o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbdrbbay,  February  18. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Robert  Ratmoitb 
Rbbd,  from  Georgia,  elected  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  resignatton  or  John  For- 
syth^ appeared,  prodaced  his  credeatials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BLOOMnBLO,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill,  supplement- 
ary to  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war;"  whieh  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plbabantb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Timberlake,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to*morrow. 

Mr.  Rbbd^  of  Maryland,  moved  the  House  to 
take  into  consideration  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  23d  ultimo,  for  the  erection  of  • 
monument  to  the  memorv  of  the  late  Aiijor  Gkn* 
eral  the  Baron  de  Ealb;  which  motion  wae 
negatived* 

Mr.  HoLSBB  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Eitekedt  That  a  oMumitfee  be  appoiaCad  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  ftr  the  first  meeting 
of  thenext  Congress,  at  an  earlier  peried  than  the  first 
Monday  of  Beoember,  and  that  4e  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  biU. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrb,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  directed  to  iaquire  into  the  pro- 

eiety  of  so  amending  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
ajor  Loring  Austin  and  George  R.  Wells,  as 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  settle  the  claim 
of  the  said  Austin,  for  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  ninetv-five  cents,  instead  of  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  twenty- 
six  centSj  for  his  expenses  incurred  in  the  defence 
of  the  suite  therein  named  j  and  that  the  amount 
to  be  settled  as  tbe  like  claim  for  expenses  by  said 
Wells,  be  ^reduced  from  the  sum  or  six  hundred 
aud  eighty-seven  dollars  and  four  cents  to  the 
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mn  of  oae  hviidred  aod  let oaty-BOvoB  dolltri 
iMd  tbtfftf  cools* 

The  bill  from  the  SeootO)  entitled  ^*Ad  aet  to 
regolcle  the  poy  of  cbearmf  wheA  enployed  oq 
fatlffoe  doty,  wu  lOftd  twioe,  and  ordered  to  be 
rend  n  third  time  to-morrow. 

Bills  from  tbe  Senate  of  the  follovio^  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees  Hill ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  o(  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy ;  An  act 
for  tho  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  An  acl;  fot  the  re- 
lief of  DsTid  Heoly ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nicholas  Yree- 
land,  deceased;  An  act  anthoriziog  the  purchase 
ofHre  oak  timber  for  naval  purposes ;  and,  An  act 
to  authorize  William  Prout  to  institute  a  bill  in 
equity,  before  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Golambia,  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pub- 
lie  Buildings,  and  to  direct  a  defence  therein ; 
were  severally  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred,  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  aod  fifth, 
to  the  Committee  ofCliims;  thesiith,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Re? otationary  Claims ; 
the  seventh,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  the  llghth,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
efary. 

The  bflifrom  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  con- 
firming the  claim  of  Alexander  Macomb,  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ARKANSAS  TERSITORT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ct)nsidera» 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  to 
estaUiah  a  sepatate  TerfitorlaltfoverniMeiit  in  the 
sontbera  part  of  the  present  Nnssotiri  Tc^rritory. 

Mr.  Tavxor  movied  to  amend  the  saikte  by  in- 
serting the  following  proviso  itt  the  bill: 

''That  the  Aufiier  iniiodnelion  of  sistsry,  or  in- 
Tolantsry  ssrvitnde,  be  prohibilsd,  szeept  for  the  pun- 
khment  of  erimes,  wfaeraof  the  party  mM  have  been 
ftdly  esBVieted. 

''And  that  aU  ehildreB  bsra  willui  the  said  State, 
after  the  adaainsii  tiieveaf  into  the  UkiM,  shall  be 
free  at  the  age  of  Hrentydifa  ysais." 

The  question  on  this  motion  beiuff  diri^di 
was  first  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause 
thereof,  in  the  following  words : 

**  That  ihe  further  introdaction  of  sIsTSxy,  ox  in- 
▼oluiitary  sertitude,  be  prohibited,  except  ht  the  pnn- 
iriiment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shaQ  have  been 
ftdly  coatieted.'* 

And  decided  in  the  negative— -yeas  70.  nays 
71,  as  follows: 

YxAS^Messn.  Adams,  Allen  of  Msaeashusetts, 
Anderson  of  Penn^lfanit,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Batsmaa, 
Bennett,  Boden,  Bom,  Comstock,  Crafts,  Coshman, 
Dtihngton,  Drake,  Folger,  Fuller,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hasbrouck,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Heistor,  Hitchcock, 
Hostetter,  Hubbsrd,  Hunter,  Huntington,  Irving  of 
New  YoA,  Lawyer,  Lincohi,  LUin,  LiTermore,  W. 
Msday,  W.  P.  Maday,  Marehand,  Mason  of  Rhode 
Island,  MerriU,  Robert  Moore,  Sunuel  Moore,  Morton, 
Mooeiey,  Murray,  leremiah  Nelson,  Ogle,  Orr,  Pal- 
mer, Patterson,  rswfing,  Riee,  Rich,  Riehards,  Rogers, 
Ragglas,  Saanwm,  Savage,  Scudder,  Csybeit,  Sher- 


wood,  Ssuthaid,  Sniaoer,  TaUmadge,  Thrr,  Taf  ler, 
Teny,  Tompkins,  Townsead,  WsUaoe,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  WilUanis  of  Connecticut,  Willisms  of  New 
York,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Ball, 
Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bassett,  fiajley,  Beeeher,  Blooaa- 
field,  Blount,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butter  of  Louisiana, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Desha,  Earl,  Ed- 
wards, Oarnett,  Hall  of  North  Caroline,  Harrison, 
Hogg,  Holmes^  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
JiOne  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ulineis,  McCoy,  Msrr, 
Mason  of  MassachosstSs,  H.  Nelwn,  T.  M.  Nelsso, 
Ntfw,Newto»,  Ogden,  Owen,  Pairott,  Pegrasi,  Petes, 
PIttdaO,  PlMfsattt%  Porter,  Qo«rles,  Reed  of  Geoitia, 
Rhea>  Rebertssn,  lawyer,  fletlle,  Shaw,  Slaspkins^ 
aioeanib,  8.  (teith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  a  Smith,  Speed, 
Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Stone,  Seoart  of  Maryland, 
Tenell,  Trhable,  Tucker  of  Virsinia,  Twcher  of  South 
Caiolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  Neitii  GaxoUnm,  and  Wil- 
liams  of  Netth  C«olhia. 

Bo  that  part  of  Mr.  TAVLoa'a  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remain* 
inff  clause  of  $aid  proposed  ainendiBent)  in  the 
following  words : 

«  And  aU  diildrea  hem  of  slaves  wiUdn  dm  srii 
Territory,  shall  be  free,  bat  may  be  held  to  ssrvko 
until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years." 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative-^yeas  75,  vsys 
73,  as  follows: 

¥bas — ^Messtv.  Adaitts,  Anderson  of  Penns^rania, 
Barber  of  Obio,  Batsman;  Bennett,  Boden,  doss, 
Oomsloek,  CrafU.  CuAmai),  Dnlington,  Drake,  BIH- 
cott,  Polger,  Pidier,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Has- 
brouck, deadricks,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitdiooek,  Hos- 
tetter, HiAbsrd,  Hunter,  Huntington,  Ining  at  New 
York,  Kirtlsnd,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  LiTermore, 
W.  Maolay,  W.  P.  Maclsy,  Marehand,  Merrill,  Mills, 
Robert  Moors,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moseiey,  Mur- 
ray, J.  Nrfson,  Ogle,  Orr,  Psltter,Patleison,  Pawfing, 
Rice^Rieh,  Ridisrds,  Rogeis,  Ruggles,  Sampson,  Sav- 
age, Stfruylet,  Scudder,  Seybeit,  Sherwood,  South- 
ard, Spencer,  Taflmadge,  Terr,  Taylor,  Teny,  Tomp- 
Idns,  Townsead,  Wathroe,  Wendoter,  WeSterlo, 
Whiteside,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  WlUiams  of 
North  Caiolina,  WUUaBm  of  New  York,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvsnia* 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Andsrsoa  of  Kentaeky*  Aus- 
tin, Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bsasetl,  Bsyley,  Bseehar, 
Bloeoifield,  Blount,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana, Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cmger,  Culbreth,  Desha, 
Earl,  Edwards,  Gsmstt,  Hsll  of  North  Csrolina,  Haiw 
risen,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentueky,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  McCoy,  Mai?^ 
Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Middleton,  H.Nelson,  T.  M. 
Nelson,  Nesbitt,  New,  Ogden,  Owen,  Pairott,  Pe- 
gram,  Peter,  Phidall,  Pleasants,  Queries,  Reed  of 
Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Setde,  Shaw,  Shnkins,  Slocumb^  S.  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolma, 
Stone,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virgiaia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  and 
Walker  of  north  CaroluMu 

So  that  part  of  Mr.  Taylor's  motion  was 

agreed  to.  __ . 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
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CO  reconsider  the  rote  just  taken.  He  had  voted 
•with  the  majority,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
for  himself  the  privilege  of  moving  a  reconsid- 
eration, wishing  for  a  nill  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  on  this  important  question, 
which  could  not  now  be  obtained, as  many  mem- 
bers were  out  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken  on  reconsidering  the 
Tote,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yea9  77,  nays 
79,  as  follows : 

Ybai — Meisn.  Abbott,  Anderson  of  Kentucky 
An«ttn,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Baaeatt,  Bayley, 
Baeehe^r,  Bloomfield,  Blonnt,  Bryan,  Bnrw^  BatlW 
of  Looiiiana,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cnigar, 
Cnlbreth,  Deriie,  Earle,  Bdwards,  Gamett,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Jones,  Kinaey,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  McCoy, 
Marr,  Mason  of  Maasachasetta,  Middleton,  H.  Nelaon, 
T.  M.  Nelaon,  Neabitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen, 
Parrott,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pleasanta,  Qaarle% 
Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Qeorgia,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
S.Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith, Speed,  Stew- 
art of  North  Carolina,  Storra,  Stuart  of  Maryland, 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tncker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of 
Kentucky,  and  Williama  of  NorHi  Carolina. 

Natb — ^Meaara.  Adams,  Allen  of  M aaaacbnaetta,  An- 
denon  of  PennayWania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Boden,  Boaa,  Comatock,  Crafta,  Coahman, 
Darlington,  Drake,  Folger,  Fuller,  OUbett,  Hale,  HaU 
of  Delaware,  Haabrouck,  Hendricka,  Herrick,  Heiater, 
Hitchcock,  Hoatetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntington, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kirtland, 
Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P. 
Maclay,  Marchand,  Maaon  of  Rhode  laland,  Merrill^ 
Milla,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley, 
Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Ogle,  Orv  Palmer,  Patter* 
aon,  Pawling,  Rice,  Rich,  Richarda,  Rogera,  Rugglea, 
Samoaon,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, Silsbee,  Southard,  Spencer,  Tailmadge,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkina,  Townaend,  Upham,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Weaterlo,  Whiteaide,  Williama  of 
Connecticut,  Williama,  of  New  York,  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  question  bein^  then  stated  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  readings- 
Mr.  BA88BTT,  deeming  every  effort  called  for 
on  the  part  of  the  minority  on  this  subject,  to 
sustain  their  Constitutional  rights,  which  he  con- 
atdered  to  be  assailed  in  the  amendment  just 
adopted,  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a 
select  committee. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Pindall,  Colston,  Edwards,  Scott,  Lowndes, 
and  Mills,  as  to  the  course  now  oxost  expedient 
to  give  the  bill ;  in  the  course  of  which, 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table,  stating  at  the  same  time  that,  to  pre- 
vent its  being  called  up,  and  decided  by  surprise, 
he  should,  at  12  o'clock  co-morrow,  move  for  a 
call  of  the  House,  and  take  up  the  bill  for  a  de- 
cision. This  motion  prevailed,  and 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  House  next  took  up  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 


bill  from  the  Saaaie,  to  authorize  a  State  gov* 
ernment  in  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  and  for  its 
admiaeion  into  the  Union. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in*  by  tha 
House,  and,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr. 
Crowbll  further  to  amend  one  of  the  aectiona, 
'were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  with  the  bill, 
read  a  third  time. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr,  H.  Nelson  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bankj  the  conditional 
restrictions  subsequently  submitted  by  Mr.  Speh- 
CEB,  the  resolution  absolutely  to  repeal  the  char- 
ter, submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and 
that  offered  by  Mr.  Trimble,  to  issue  a  scire 
facias. 

The  particular  subject  first  in  order  was  the 
bill  reported  by  the  bank  conmittee  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  act  incorporating  the  bank, 
and  it  was  accordingly  announced  by  the  Cliair- 
man.  § 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  observed  that,  as 
there  were  two  other  propositions  before  the  Com- 
mittee, the  adoption  or  either  of  which  would 
supersede  the  necessity  of  aetins  on  the  bill,  he 
thought  it  would  be  the  preferaUe  course  first  to 
take  up  for  considertition  one  of  those  proposi- 
tions; and  he  moved  that  the  Committee  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  moved  on  the 
9th  instant  by  himself,  in  the  following  words : 

*'  Betohedt  That  the  CommUtee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instruded  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entilJed 
<An  act  to  incorporate  the  aubecribeia  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stetea,  paaaed  April  10»  1816." 

The  Committee  agreed  to  take  up  this  •resolu- 
tion, which  was  reaa. 

Mr.  SpBjKOER  rose,  and  stated  that  he  owed  it 
to  the  civility  of  Mr.  Johnson,  that,  in  violating 
the  usiial  custom  on  such  occasions,  which  al- 
lowed the  mover  of  a  proposition  to  commence 
its  discussion,  he  was  sanctioned  by  the  asaeat 
of  Mr.  Johnson.  Mr.  S.  begged  leave  to  remind 
the  Comipittee  that  there  were  three  distinct 
propositions  before  it :  the  first  was  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Johnson,) 
the  second  Was  that  he  had  the  hoqor  of  submit- 
ting some  days  since,  directing  the  issuing  a  scire 
faciasj  if  the  bank  did  not,  on  a  certain  day,  ex- 
press Its  assent  to  a  modification  of  its  charter ; 
and  the  third  was  the  resolution  of  his  friend 
from  Kentucky.  (Mr.  Trimble,)  directing  a  scire 
facias  absolutely  and  unconditionally.  Mr.  S. 
observed  that  he  should  prefer  a  modification  of 
the  charter,  even  if  it  should,  by  some,  be  es- 
teemed a  new  compact,  to  the  total  destruction 
of  the  bank,  with  the  views  and  apprehensions 
be  entertained  at  present  of  the  consequences  of 
such  a  measure,  if  the  Committee  should  reach 
the  resolution  he  had  submitted,  it  was  his  inten* 
tion  to  modify  it,  in  some  respects,  particularly 
to  omit  the  third  proposition,  which  proposed 
giving  the  President  the  power  of  removing  anj 
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d  tree  tor,  »d  he  should  in  other  respects  amead 
his  propwttions,  as  tine  and  reflection  had  ena- 
bled him,  he  thoogbt,  to  iaaproTe  them.  And,  if 
the  Committee  shoald  reach  the  bill  reported  br 
the  select  committee,  Mr.  8.  obeerred,  he  shoola, 
irith  the  approbation  of  the  gentlemen  compos- 
ing that  committee,  submit  an  amendment  which 
wonld  require  the  stockholders,  constituting  an 
attorney  to  rote  for  them,  to  swear  to  their  own- 
ership of  the  stock.  Mr.  S.  thought  it  proper  to 
apprize  the  Committee  of  these  intentions,  that 
the  subject  might  be  fairly  considered.  For  the 
reason  before  stated,  Mr.  8.  said,  he  should  at 
present  vote  against  the  resolution  for  the  repeal 
of  the  charter,  and  against  that  directing  the  is- 
suing of  a  scire  facias;  buti  if  he  should  act  sue* 
eeed  in  at  least  the  plan  of  the  propositions  he 
bad  submitted,  although  he  should  not  be  tena- 
elouaof  each  particular  one,  he  should  feel  it  his 
dutj  to  TOte  for  a  scire  facias  unconditionally. 

Mr.  8.  proceeded  to  make  eiplanations  of  some 
expressions  in  the  report.  The  remark,  that  "  the 
prmcipal  business  ai  the  bank  c'ertaialy  has  been 
to  discount  on  notes  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock,'' 
was  liable  to  miseonstruction.  The  expression 
osed  does  not  convey  the  meaning  of  the  commit- 
tee; it  was  either  an  inadvertence  in  the  draught, 
or  an  error  in  copying;  he  believed  the  expres- 
sion oriffinally  was,  '^'a  principal  part  of  the  busi- 
ness," «c.,  and  it  was  intended  to  confine  the 
remark  to  the  business  of  the  bank  at  Philadel- 
phia, which  was  sometimes  looselv  designated 
as  the  hank.  With  respect  to  the  bank  and  all 
its  offices,  it  would  appear  that  about  one-fourth 
had  uniformly  been  cliseovnted  on  pledged  stock ; 
while  at  Philadelphia  the  discounts  on  stock  had 
frequently  very  nearly  equalled  those  on  personal 
security.  With  regard  to  the  expression,  in  the 
close  of  the  report;  diat,  ^^  whatever  differences  of 

*  opinion  can  exist  among  them  (the  committee) 

*  as  to  the  result  and  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
'  the  facts  stated,  they  unanimously  concur  in 

*  giving  to  the  preceding  statements  of  faots,  and 
'  abstracts  of  documents  their  sanction."  Mr.  8. 
observed  that  be  thought  the  expression  suffi- 
ciently precise,  but  he  understood  it  wab  liable  to 
a  misconstruction.  When  inferences  were  min- 
gled with  fact^  the  unanimous  sanction  did  not 
extend  to  these  inferences ;  but  that,  in  alt  cases 
wherever  a  fact  was  defiattelv  staled,  the  commit- 
tee meant  to  sanction  it.  Mr.  8.  remarked,  that 
the  report  had  been  prepared  at  a  time  of  severe 
iadispositioa,  and  when  the  committee  had  beea 
fatigued  and  alnuwt  exhausted  with  labor,  and 
he  should  not  be  surprised  if  many  erroneous  ex- 
pressions were  found  in  it. 

Mr.  JoHiiaoir,  of  Virginia,  rose  In  support  of  his 
motion.  The  circumstances,  said  he,  by  which 
we  are  now  surrounded,  are  diflbreut,  very  dif- 
ferent, indeed,  from  those  by  which  we  were 
cheered  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  All  then  was  peace,  tranquil- 
lity, harmony,  and  prosperity.  The  President  of 
the  United  States  gave  to  this  Beuse,  and  to  the 
nation,  a  picture  of  our  national  felicity,  truly 
iatereetiug  and  flatteriag*    The  people  of  the  I 


United  States  were  represented  as  more  prosper^ 
ous  and  happy  th|sn  at  any  former  period  of  their 
existence ;  as  infinitely  more  prosperous  and  hap- 
py, than  any  other  people  on  the  fsce  of  the  globe. 
What,  now,  is  our  condition  1  Surrounded  by 
one  universal  gloom.  We  are  met  by  the  tears 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  Pictures  of  highly 
wrought  suffering,  of  misery,  and  of  distress,  are 
crowded  upon  us.  Our  sympathies  are  assailed. 
We  are  pointed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  gravely  told,  that  destroy  but  this  corpora- 
tion, and  you  dissolve  the  charm  which  secures 
to  the  people  of  this  nation  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness. And  is  it  possible,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the 
ten  millions  of  peo|)le  in  this  country  depend  for 
their  prosperity,  their  happiness,  and  their  repose, 
on  the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  this  bank? 
This  corporation,  which  bv  its  very  first  act  put 
our  authority  at  defiance,  by  the  first  step  which 
it  took,  violated  the  charter  which  created  it. 
Sir,  I  should  consider  this  country  in  the  most 
deplorable,  the  most  melancholy  condition,  if  the 
proposition  be  true,  that  by  the  act  to>incorponte 
the  subscribers  to  this  bank,  which  gives  them 
exclusive  privileges  for  twenty  years,  we  enaUe 
them  to  direct  the  destinies  or  this  nation,  and 
make  it  happy  or  misetable  as  they  shall  choose. 
And  what,  he  asked,  had  been  the  course  of  con^ 
duct  pursued  by  a  nujority  of  the  directors! 
Had  they  pursued  that  course  which  the  public 
interfests  pointed  out,  or  had  they  been  engaged 
in  practising  fraud  and  corruption ;  in  the  pros- 
tration of  ail  those  principles  which  he  considered 
as  most  interesting  and  most  valuable  to  this 
country  1  I-wili  not  presume,  said  Mr.  J.,  that 
any  member  of  this  House  has  taken  less  pains 
than  I  have  done,  in  the  examination  of  the  facts 
disclosed  by  the  re|iort  of  the  select  eommittee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  di« 
rectors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststes.  Has 
ftoy  gentleman,  he  continued,  read  the  affidavits 
of  Dennis  A.  Smith  and  James  W.  McColloh. 
who  entertains  a  doubt  as  to  the  facu  established 
by  their  testimony?  What  does  their  evidence 
esublish  ?  Not  that  the  public  interest,  or  that 
tbe  public  good  has  been  the  object  of  a  majority 
of  tbe  directors  of  this  institution,  but  that  the 
interest  of  a  few  large  favored  stockholders  has 
been  the  constant  and  steady  object  of  their  pur- 
suit. What  were  the  means  used  to  obtain  the 
complete  control  oi  this  bank  ?  The  charter  was 
violated ;  shares  were  split  up  and  taken  in  the 
names  of  individuals  not  interested  in  them,  to 
enable  the  persons  really  owning  them  to  give  as 
proxies  a  much  larger  number  of  votea  than,  ac- 
cording tp  the  fundamental  rules  of  tbe  charter, 
they  were  authorised  to  p^ive,  on  the  choice  of 
directors,  in  order  to  obtain  an  undue  preponder- 
ance at  the  board.  This  was  known  to  the  judges 
of  the  election.  What  was  the  next  course 
adopted  to  secure  completely  the  interest  of  this, 
favored  class?  I  know  not,  said  Mr.  J.,  how  to 
speak  of  it,  or  of  individuals  who  are  not  present 
to  respond  to  me.  In  what  terms  shall  I  describe 
the  conduct  of  the  president  of  the  bank  ?  There 
was  a  transfer  to  hia  of  •15^000,  uot  in  stock; 
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both  witDffiMi  eoievr  io  statiflg  that  tlie  stock 
was  not  traosferrod  to  him ;  that  h€  paid  aol^iog 
for  it;  that  it  was  a  traoafer  of  money,  of  profit 
made  oa  stock  porehased  and  hM  by  a  few  in- 
terested iodiyidualis  large  stockholders,  who  sold 
1,000  shares  of  the  stock  held  by  them  for  a  profit 
of  415^000^  and  paid  to  Mr.  Jones,  in  money,  the 
amoQot  of  this  speeiiiation.  Shall  we  call  tftis  a 
doneenr,  a  preseati  or  shall  we  giya  it  a  harsher 
naaMl  These  moneyed  speeulatocs,  said  Mr.  J., 
who  have  an  eagle  eye  to  their  interest,  and  par* 
sae  it  with  aa  appetite  as  keen  as  death,  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  making  presenu  to  this  amouat 
without  some  adequate  and  interested  view. 
Haf  ing  pursued  the  course  necessary  to  secure  to 
them  a  convenient  weight  and  inAneace  in  the 
direction,  it  became  necessary  to  approack  the 
presidentj  to  touch  his  pulse^  to  soften  his  Jieart, 
and  fix  him  securely  in  their  interest.  In  what 
light  shall  these  honornble  stockholders  bd  riew- 
ed  ?  Shall  1  be  permitted  to  apply  to  them  the 
doctrine  hield  on  a  late  interesting  and  importaat 
aulqectf— ikat  the  instigator  to  bad  aations  is 
woise  than  the  acior;  that  he  who  places  in  the 
kaoda  of  the  assassin  tin  dagipr,  to  be  plunged 
iBM  Um  bosom  of  innooeace,  is  worse  than  the 
murderer  ?  And  what  has  been  the  eonseqaanee 
oi  all  this  art,  this  management?  A  few  indi- 
Tiduais  have  been  enriched  at  the  ezpeoae  of  the 
inaocent  and  the  honest.  This  shaving  institu* 
tiofi^-*has  it  really,  said  Mr.  J.,  any  claim  on  (he 
justice  or  the  liberality  of  this  House,  or  of  this 
nation?  No;  justice  hides  her  face ;  she  wishes 
not  to  look  at  the  black  catalogue  of  iniquities 
which  this  inatiuition  presenu;  humanity  would 
gladly  drop  the  tear  of  oblivion  on  the  sickening 
scene.  Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not  speak  ot'  this 
subject  in  the  way  it  deserved,  but  would  proceed 
as  well  as  be  was  aUe. 

Has  this  corporation,  said  Mr.  J.,  by  all  the  acu 
of  which  it  has  been  guilty,  by  the  division  of 
votes,  by  the  evasion  of  the  sccoad  specie  instal* 
meat,  by  tbe  judges  of  the  first  and  second  elec- 
tions allowing  many  persons  to  give  more  than 
thirty  votes  each,  under  the  pretence  of  their 
being  auorneys  for  others,  in  whose  names  shares 
then  stood— *  when  those  judges,  the  directors,  and 
officeis  of  the  bank  perfectly  well  knew  that  the 
shares  really  belonged  to  the  persons  offering  to 
vote  upon  them  as  auorneys-— forfeited  its  char- 
ter ?  if  the  charter  was  forfeited,  what,  he  aaked. 
was  the  remedy  which  it  was  proper  to  apply  i 
What  the  course  proper  for  this  House  to  pur- 
sue?  Hera  a  difficulty  preseated  iuelf.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  be  contended, 
without  authority,  and  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, had  created  this  corporaiioa.  which  could 
not  be  tested  by  tbe  application  or  the  principle 
of  any  known  system  of  laws  in  the  world.  ShaU 
we,  said  Mr.  J.,  refer  this  charter  to  the  standard 
of  the  civil  or  the  common  law?  The  Roman 
law  is  represented  to  be  the  source  of  incorpom- 
tiott— according  to  which  Isw,  a  voluntary  asao 
elation  of  individuals,  at  aov  time,  or  for  any 

Sorpose.  was  capable  of  producing  it.    In  Bog- 
ind|  woenca  our  notions  oi  it  are  ImUMdiately 


borrowed,  it  seems  part  of  the  fixccuttv«  anthor- 
itf .  Tlie  King,  by  his  letien  patent,  creates  cor- 
porations. Shall  we,  then,  decide  this  questioa 
by  t^e  Roman  or  by  the  comnMo  law?  I  aak, 
said  Mr.  J.,  if  either  of  these  codes  be  in  force  ia 
the  United  States  ?  If  ha  were  not  deceived  by 
his  memory,  tbe  Supreme  Court  had  solemnly 
deckled  that  the  common  law  of  England  was 
not  in  force  in  the  United.  States.  He  understood 
the  Supreme  Court  as  havini^  settled  that  ques- 
tion )  but,  if  not  settled,  Mr.  J.  said  he  should  still 
contend,  and  felt  himself  prepared  to  prove,  that 
the  common  law  of  England  was  not  the  law  of 
the  United  States.  The  first  settlers  of  this 
country,  Mr.  J.  said,  fled  fiom  the  civil  and  reli* 
gioos  persecutions  of  England,  of  Europe;  tkey 
sought  here  that  independence  and  happiness 
wkicb  had  been  denied  them  in  the  couatriea 
which  gave  tkam  birth.  In  this  new  world,  oa 
this  expanded  continent,  they  found  themselrca 
as  free  from  the  shackles  «nd  despotic  systoma  of 
Europe,  aa  the  winds  and  the  waves  which  wafted 
tham  hither.  They  were  capable  of  adopting  any 
system  of  laws  which  they  thought  prMcr  to  se- 
lect.  With  regret,  he  had  heard  it  said  in  this 
House,  that  our  ancestors  brought  with  them  the 

Crinciples  of  the  common  law;  that  it  was  their 
irthnght  and  inheritance — a  sort  of  hair-loom. 
This  he  denied,  and  contended  that  they  caflM 
here  frfc  from  all  municipal  laws  but  aoch  aa 
they  ohoae  to  adopt.  True,  many  principles  of 
the  common  law  were  adopted  by  the  first  set- 
tlers, from  choice,  because  they  were  best,  known 
to  them.  This  was  natural.  But  what  was  the 
course  adopted  after  the  Revolution,  which  suta* 
ly  dissolved  all  the  charms  of  thia  boasted  system 
of  British  jurisprudence,  and  left  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  nation,  free  to  choose  sucli 
system  of  law  as  they  pleased  ?  Look  at  all  the 
legislation  of  the  States  after  the  Revolution,  and 
after  their  respective  constitutions  went  into  oper- 
ation ;  they  adopted  for  their  own  municipal  reg- 
ulations such  portions  of  the  common  law  aa 
were  applicable  to  their  situation^  not  contrary  to 
their  bills  of  rights  and  constitutions,  and  not  lo- 
cal to  the  kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain*  Many 
years  after  the  State  govemmenu  had  been  in 
successful  operation^  whoo  the  principles  of  lib- 
erty and  free  gov^nment  were  wall  Known  and 
clearly  and  distinctly  understood  by  the  people 
of  this  country,  the  present  ConsMtutlon  of  tke 
United  States  was  adopted.  The  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  by  this  instrument,  which  is  stn 
original,  social,  written  compact,  freely  and  vol- 
unurily  eniered  into  by  the  contracting  partieai 
in  which  all  the  powers  of  the  Qovemment  nre 
expressly  enumerated  and  clearly  defined,  which 
had  for  lU  object  the  union  and  harmony  of  the 
States,  their  security  againsi  domestic  disquiet 
and  foreign  aggremion  and  danger,  to  regulate  the 
intercourse  of  the  States  with  each  other,  and 
with  foreign  nations,  adopted  for  national  nod 
general  objects,  and  not  with  a  view  to  local  and 
municipal  regulations.  Have  the  United  States 
or  the  legislative  power  of  the  Uaited  States,  Mr. 
J.  asked,  by  any  act,  declaied  the  prineiplea  of 
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the  GommoQ  Uw  u>  be  la  force  io  tbe  United 
States?  They  are  ceruioly  not  recognised  by 
the  ConslitatioQ  of  the  United  Slates.  The  prin* 
ciples  of  that  law,  he  said,  were  not  suited  to 
such  a  Qoveromeot  as  ours.  They  were  gener- 
ally of  a  character  strictly  municipal;  they  had 
never  been  adopted  by  legislatiTe  enaction ;  they 
had  never  been  adopted  by  the  only  branch  of 
the  Qoveroment  capable  of  giving  law  to  the 
people  of  ihis  country,  as  a  nation — the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  We  therefore,  said  Mr.  J., 
have  neither  the  comnon  law  nor  tne  civil  law, 
by  which  to  test  this  charter. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  J.,  we  have  the  charter  be- 
fore us.    Let  us  apply  the  fundamental  roles  of 
the  charter,  under  the  guidance  of  reason  and 
common  sense,  to  the  conduct  of  this  corpora- 
tion.   Those  rales  which,  at  its  creation,  were 
imposed  on  it,  to  govern  and  direct  its  course, 
without  a  doe  ob»ervance  and  obedience  to  which 
rules  it  must  cease  to  eiist.    T)iis  charter  has 
been  violated ;  and  the  question  now  occurs,  has 
Congress  the  power,  the  n^ral  power,  to  repeal 
the  charter,  or  muat  the  i^oesttoo  he  sobmitted  to 
the  judiciary?    Is  the  provision  in  the  act  of  in* 
corporation  which  provides  the  remedy  by  tare 
Jhciae  for  breaches  of  the  charter  obligatory  on 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  1    CaoAot  the 
power  which  created  this  corpoiatien  dissolve  it? 
Can  the  laith  of  this  nation  be  pledged  by  an  acr 
which  is  contcarv  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
country?    Can  this  corporation  sorreadef  ita 
charter?    To  whom  would  the  surrender  be 
made  ?    Would  it  be  to  a  member  of  the  judi- 
ciary, or  to  a  court,  in  session?    If  so,  to  which 
member,  or  to  which  of  the  Federal  cooru?   Or 
would  the  surrender  be  owde  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States?    He  hombiy  conceived  that 
the  corporation  had  the  ri^ht  to  surrender  its 
charter;  that  the  surrender,  if  made^  muH  be  to 
the  power  by  which  it  was  created.    He  pre- 
sumeid  that  it  would  be  conceded  to  him,  thatr 
thei  individual  members  composing  the  corpora* 
tioo  had  the  power  and  the  right  to  dissolve  it. 
Put  the  case,  that  they  failed  or  refused  to  elect 
directors,  by  what  process  could  they  be  coerced 
or  compelled  to  perform  Ihis  dotv  ?  Some  mem- 
ber had  soggested  that  a  mandamus  might  be 
awarded.    What,  resort  to  a  mandamus  against 
an  iodividual  ?  Who  would  sue  out  the  process  ? 
Such  a  process  was  sometimes  resorted  to  by  a 
QO  peri  or  court  to  compel  an  inferior  coort  to  dis- 
cbarge its  duty.    But  it  was  the  firat  time  that 
he  had  heard  of  seeing  out  a  mandamos  against 
an  individual.    If  ihe  members  of  this  corpora- 
tion neglected  or  refused  to  appoint  directors,  it 
wouldj  aa  a  aeceaiary  consequence^  be  dissolved. 
Mr*  J.  asked  if  this  iostitutioo— »if  its  members-* 
had  power  over  its  duration  aqd  legal  existence 
which  Congress  had  not?    Had  they  created  a 
power  greater  than  the  creator?    Had  not  the 
power  which  spoke  this  charter  into  existence 
also  the  power  to  destroy  it?    Mr.  J.  denied  that 
a  precedent  Legislature  could,  by  eny  act,  bind 
its  successors;  contended  that  it  waa  at  all  times 
competent  for  a  legislatire  body  to  repeal  the 


of  its  predecessors.  That  this  Cengreas, 
that  this  House,  would  always  be  actuated  bf 
the  strictest  regard  to  propriety — to  the  immuta- 
ble principles  of  justice— was  fair,  was  proper  lo 
presume.  But  that  it  ought  never  to  be  restrained 
from  repealing  any  of  its  own  acts,  or  those  of 
its  predecessors^  when  the  weliare  and  happineaa 
of  the  people  required  such  repeal ;  or  from  dia- 
solving  any  corporation,  or  supposed  corporation, 
which  claimed  to  exist  by  some  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  when  that  very  law  had  been  groealy 
and  palpably  violated.  He  considered  the  right 
clear  and  indispuuble.  Is  it  exjKdient,  nnoer 
existing  circumstances,  to  exercise  this  right  1 
He  considered  the  policy  equally  clear  and  indis- 
putable. He  understood  the  bank  was  now  aUe 
to  pay  all  its  debts,  and  to  meet  all  its  engage- 
meats.  The  claims  pf  innocent  stockholders  eoA 
now  be  secured ,  they  can  now  be  protected  from 
injury,  if  the  corporation  be  immediMely  die- 
solved.  Permit  it  to  go  oa,  jpdgiog  from  iu  pact 
conduct,  no  man  can  tell  what  will  be  the  rfeolt. 
If,  in  the  three  &g$t  years  of  its  existence^  it  be 
convicted  of  euch  misuse  and  abuse  of  its  pow- 
ers ;  if,  during  that  period,  the  whole  WMt  of  ita 
conduct  be  marked  with  acta  of  the  moat  glariqg 
impropriety;  and  if  it  be  permitted  to  eeeape 
with  loipunitjr,  who  oan  estimate  the  eonae- 
quaences  ?  Will  it  not  hereafter  put  the  power  of 
this  House  at  defiance  ?  What  reliance  could  be 
placed  on  the  directors  of  the  Qovemment? 
From  the  reoort  of  the  committee  of  invaetiga- 
tioo,  it  would  be  found  that  they,  or  a  portion  of 
them,  had  been  guilty  of  as  many  violations  of 
their  duty  as  the  private  diceeiors,  and  charac- 
terixed  by  the  same  culpabje  regard  for  their  idd^ 
vidual  interests,  at  the  expease  of  the  instiMUioUt 
and  of  the  small  and  innocent  etoakholdera.  A 
due  regard  for  the  interest^  of  the  small  and  iu- 
nocent  stockholdefis  woold  induce  him  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  charter.  Let  the 
corporation  continue,  and  the  interesu  of  this 
class  will  still  be  sacrificed  lo  the  interests  and 
views  of  the  large  and  influential  stockholders. 
He  would,  then,  secure  the  innocent  bjr  dissolv- 
ing the  charter;  and  they  would,  moreover,  Mr..J. 
contended,  have  another  security ;  for  he  held  it  a 
clear  principle,  that  the  president  and  directon 
were  reaponsible,  in  their  private  fortunes,. for  all 
their  iniquitous  and  fraudulent  acts,  to  those  who 
had  sustained  ioji^y;  that  the  iignred  party,  had 
a  clear  remedv.  These  directorsnad  undertaken 
to  negotiate  for  specie  in  Burope.  The  neoes* 
sily  to  resort  to  this  mode  of  procuring  the  spe- 
cie part  of  the  capital,  was  the  result  of  mlsmMi- 
a^ement— of  abuse  of  their  powers^of  a  viola- 
tion of  their  charter — of  an  inordtaate  thirst  for 
wealth — of  an  ill-judged  desire  to  pjiit  their 'ma? 
chine  into  motion.  Sy  evading  the  payment  on 
the  part  of  the  favored  stonkholders  of  the  aec- 
ond  specie  instalment,  this  negotiation  was  ren- 
dered necessary.  How  was  this  btisiness  con- 
ducted? On  principles  of  equity  and  justice? 
No,  sir.  An  agent  was  sent  to  BUirope  to  pur* 
chase  specie;  the  contract  was  negotiated,  and 
the  specie  delivered  in  this  country»  at  an  expense 
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to  tlie  iMiiik  of  9525,297  38;  tn  expense  which 
resulted  from  mismanagement^  and  a  fraudulent 
and  culpable  system  of  favoritisioa,  extended  to 
the^  large  stockholders.  Mr.  J.  said,  as  the  large 
•toekhoTders  received  indulgences  and  benefits, 
which  made  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  neces- 
sary, it  ought  to  bare  fallen  exclusirely  on  them, 
ana  not  equally  on  the  innocent  stockholders, 
and  the  Gorernment,  which  appears  to  haye 
been  the  fact.  And  this  act  rendered  necessary 
by  a  total  disregard  of  the  fundamental  articles 
^f  the  charter,  and  for  the  purposes  of  individual 
speculation,  was  one  for  which  the  directors 
claimed  credit  from  the  nation.  Those  humane 
gentlemen,  said  Mr.  J.,  who  have  such  claims  on 
our  justice;  those  artful  gentlemen  who  can 
divide  thirty  shares  so  ingeniously  as  to  enable 
them  to  give  almost  as  many  thousand  votes; 
who  can  now  weep  for  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, who  will  be  ruined  by  the  dissolution  of 
this  charter ;  who  had  hearts  as  hard  as  stone 
when  in  pursuit  of  their  favorite  object,  their 
idol,  and  their  god — ^money ;  who,  tp  obtain  that 
desired  and  loved  object,  wealth,  and  its  concom- 
itants, power  and  influence,  would  have  feasted 
on  the  blood,  and  battened  on  the  bones  of  those 
for  whom  they  now  affect  so  much  sympathy 
and  sorrow;  those  disinterested,  compassionate, 
hiehminded,  honorable  gentlemen,  who  could 
soften  their  president  by  a  douceur  of  915,000; 
those  gentlemen,  who,  we  are  told,  have  strong 
claims  on  the  forbearance  of  this  Hous^.  Mr.  J. 
regretted  that  this  picture,  this  horrid  picture, 
would  be  seen  not  only  in  this  country,  but  woula 
necessarily  be  presented,  in  all  its  deformity,  to 
the  gaze  of  the  world..  It  would  attract  the  eyes 
of  all  nations  to  the  United  States.  That  coun- 
try which  heretofore  had  claimed,  and  received, 
so  much  credit  for  the  purity  of  its  character ; 
that  country  which  we  have  been  told  is  still  so 
prosperous  and  so  happy,  in  the  forty-third  year 
of  its  age,  to  have  produced  a  monster  of  fraud 
and  corruption  without  parallel.  Bven  Eng- 
land, bad  as  he  believed  her,  could  not  furnish  an 
institution  more  distinguished  for  adroitness  in 
swindling  and  fraud  than  this  corporation.  Sir, 
all  Burope  will  pnoint  the  steady  finger  of  scorn 
at  this  grand  shaving  shop. 

Mr.  J.  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  struggle  which  was  mkde  to  recharter  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  arffo- 
mentt  which  were  used  on  that  occasion,  lie 
adverted  to  the  feelings  which  were  imparted  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  when  a  letter 
was  received  from  Mr.  Giles,  a  Senator  from 
that  State,  on  the  subject  of  his  instructions  to 
rote  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  Mr.  J.  said  he  opposed  the  reading  of  that 
letter ;  hot  curiosity  prevailed-— it  was  read.  It 
seemed  to  him,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  all  acts  were  re- 
ferred to  the  standard  of  motive.  All  actions  ap- 
peared to  be  traced  to  some  motive  of  interest  or 
design.  Instead  of  looking  to  the  one  single  and 
grand  motive  which  ought  to  be  presumea  to  ani- 
mate all  in  this  House,  the  ardent  and  pure  de- 
sire to  promote  the  public  interest  and  happiness, 


there  appeared  to  be  an  effort  to  attribute  motives 
much  less  noble,  honorable,  and  disinterested. 
He  could  not  but  believe  that  those  who  sought 
with  so  much  solicitude  to  establish  impure  mo* 
tives,  were  beguiled  and  led  astray,  by  glancing 
at  the  mirror  which  reflected  the  motives  of  their 
own  bosoms. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  disliked  to  speak  of  himself :  he 
would,  however,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  any 
interested  or  undue  influence,  take  this  occasion 
to  remark,  that  he  had,  on  all  occasions,  voted 
against  the  incorporation  of  banks ;  that  he  voted 
against  the  charter  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Vir- 

ftnia — the  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  Old 
tank  of  Virginia ;  that  he  was  not  a  stockholder, 
nor  ever  had  been  a  stockholder,  in  any  ;  that  he 
had  never  applied  for,  nor  received,  any  species 
of  accommodation  from  any  bank  whatever. 

During  the  late  war,  at  a  period  when  the 
Treasury  was  empty ;  when  the  energy  of  the 
nation  appeared  to  be  paralyzed;  when  ruin 
seemed  to  stare  us  in  the  face,  we  were  told,  he 
said,  that  we  must  have  a  National  Bank ;  that 
without  it  the  war  could  not  be  prosecuted — the 
soldiers  could  not  be  fed,  or  clothed,  or  paid,  to 
fight  the  battles  of  the  country.    Great  efforts 
were  made;  a  bank  charter  was  successfully  car- 
ried through  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for 
his  signature.    Surrounded,  as  he  wits,  by  all  the 
gloomy  circumstances  of  the  day,  Mr.  Madison 
returned  the  charter,  on  the  express  ground  that 
it  did  not  provide  sufficiently  for  the  interest  of 
the  Qovernment.    The  Constitutional  difficulties 
were  removed  from  his  mind ;  the  subject  had 
been  adjudicated,  and  put  to  rest.    What  was  the 
consequence  1  Some  Republican  gentlemen,  Mr. 
J.  said,  now  within  the  sound  of  his  voice,  must 
recollect  the  course  pursued.  A  meeting  was  had 
by  the  Republican  members  of  Congress,  in  order 
to  agree  upon  principles,  to  determine  upon  a  char- 
ter which  would  be  acceptable  to  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.    Before  this  compro- 
mise of  opinion  could  take  place;  before  a  new  and 
unexceptionable  charter  could  be  manufactured, 
the  messenger  of  peace  oame,  with  healing  in  his 
wings.    Nothing  more  was  done  at  that  session 
of  Congress,  on  the  subject.    The  nation's  ioy 
was  testified,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  by  iflu-  * 
minatioas  and  bonfires.    The  solemn  farce  per- 
formed, of  illuminating  the  monuments  of  our 
dis^ce,  the  evidences  of  the  vandalism  and  bar- 
barism of  our  enemy.    Bvery  window  in  the 
city  was  gaily  illuminated,  and  the  ruin  and  des- 
olation otthe  Capitol  and  other  public  buildings 
and  edifices  rendered  more  strikingly  conspicu- 
ous by  this  extravaffant  evidence  of  Joy  at  the 
return  of  a  peace  which  the  prowess  of  the  na- 
tion had  achieved. 

But,  Mr.  Madison's  objections  produced  at  the 
succeeding  Congress  another  experiment,  which 
proved  more  fortunate,  not  for  the  nation,  but 
for  the  interests  of  speculators.  The  charter  to 
the  existing  bank  was  obtained.  Nothing,  Mr. 
J.  said,  did  he  more  sincerely  regret  than  that 
Mr.  Madison  should  have  put  his  signature  to 
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cQAb  an  act.  Thai  honest,  that  respectable,  eo- 
ligbteoed,  and  pa)rioue  statesmafi,  w^o  bad  so 
long  aa4  so  faithfully  served  his  coantry,  had, 
io  this  single  instaace,  esst  a  shade  oo  the  hitb- 
erio  bright  and  uoelooded  orbit,  ia  which  he  bad 
moved*  Mr.  J.  said,  it  was  extremely  paioful  to 
him  to  refer  to  any  act  of  that  distiogaished 
statesman,  who  had  retired  to  private  life,  in  any 
other  terms  than  those  of  respect  and  approbation. 
Nor  wonld  he  on  this  occasion  have  done  so, 
except  from  a  sense  of  duty ;  and  with  a  view  to 
ibe  history  of  the  banks  of  the  United  States, 
which  he  felt  himself  bound  to  gi?e. 

When  the  question  first  arose  ia  this  country, 
contiaoed  Mr.  J.,  as  to  the  powers  of  Congress 
to  incorporate  a  National  Bank,  the  wisest  men 
io  the  naiioB  differed  in  opinion  on  the  Consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  Qoverament  to  create  such 
corporaiioa.  Qeneral  Washington  himself,  as 
appeared  from  the  history  of  tnat  day,  labored 
«nder  great  difficulty — be  called  for  the  opinions 
of  his  secretaries,  and  doubted,  and  doubted,  until 
the  time  had  almost  elapsed,  which  would  have 
xaade  th«  act  of  incorporation  a  law,  without  his 
olgnauire.  The  difficulties  and  doubts  which 
•t  that  time  surrounded  the  mind  of  the  Chief 
Magietrate,  produced  a  most  elaborate  and  able 
invesHgatioa  into  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
Congress  to  create  corporations.  We  ha?e  not 
only  the  opinions,  but  the  testimony  of  two  of 
the  most  enlightened  men  of  any  age  or  country, 
Mr.  Jefftftaon  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the. Constitu- 
tional question,  whether  Congress  has  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  National  Bank  ?  Mr.  Jefferson's 
opinion  and  testimony  will  be  found  in  the  writ- 
ten opinion  given  by  him  to  Qeneral  Washings 
too  on  the  question.  In  the  year  1791,  Mr. 
Madison,  in  a  very  eloquent  speech  delivered  in 
Congress,  slated  the  following  important  fact, 
speaking  of  the  power  to  iaco^orate  a  hank. 
'^  This  power  was  firoposed  to  bo^ested  in  Con- 
<gress|  in  the  original  plan  reported  by  the  com- 
'  mittee  of  the  convention,  among  the  enomera- 
'  tioo  of  powers  which  now  form  the  8tb  section 

*  of  the  ist  article,  but  that,  after  three  days  ar- 

*  dent  debaia,  on  the  special  sabieet,  in  that  body, 
^  the  power  was  rejected  and  stricken  out,  upon 

*  the  priofoiple  that  it  was  a  power  improper  to 

*  be  vested  in  the  Qeneral  Qoverament/'  Mr.  J. 
■aid,  that  he  was  aware  that  an  instrameAt  of 
writing  might  convey  more  or  less  power  thaa 
was  laiAoded  by  the  oonnaetiag  parties— that 
thM  resnU  might  be  produced  from  the  want  of 
sufficient  ucaracy  and  preetsion  in  the  terms 

Such  a  charge,  he  presume,  could  scarcely 
ewsi  in  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  denied  that  by  a  fair  and  clear 
d^uction;  that  by  any  rational  construction, 
this  power  could  be  derived  from  the  Coostiin- 
tion.  It  did  net  belong  to  any  of  the  enumerated 
powers.  Nor  was  it  fairly  referable  to  any  of 
the  imphed  or  resulting  powers  of  the  Qovern- 
inent.  He  did  not  mean  to  «aier  on  the  discna- 
sion  of  I  he  Constitotioaal  powetaof  the  Congress 
•f  the  United  States  to  create  eo^omtioAs,or  to 
15(h  Coy.  2d  SEis.       ' 


charter  a  National  Bank,  But,  he  demanded  of 
those  who  held  the  affirmative  proposition  to  ea* 
tablisb,  by  clear  and  indisputable  reasoning,  that 
the  bank  had  been  constitutionally  established-o 
or,  that  the  faith  of  the  Government  could  be 
pledged  by  an  act  not  sanctioned  by  the  Coik 
stitutjon.  ,  The  act  of  incorporation,  he  said, 
was  a  dead  letter;  it  was  worse — it  was  an  act 
of  usurpation.  It  was  idle  to  talk  of  the  faith 
of  the  uovernment  being  pledged  to  sustain  iu 

How,  then,  Mr.  J.  asked,  did  the  question  pre* 
sent  itself?  The  Supreme  Court,  as  he  baa  be- 
fore remarked,  bad  declared  the  common  law 
not  to  be  the  law  of  the  United  States;  and, 
consequently,  in  making  the  inquiry,  whether 
forfeiture  bad  been  incurred  by  this  corporation 
of  its  cbsrter,  the  question  could  not  be  tested 
or  settled  by  the  application  of  the  principles  of 
this  system  of  law.  According  to  the  settled 
and  well  established  principles  of  the  common 
law,  settled  by  frequent  a4judications,  no  doubt 
can  exist  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni<- 
ted.  States  is  forfeited.  In  support  of  this  doc- 
trine, he  begged  leave  to  refer  to  the  case  of  the 
King  against  the  city  of  London,  and  the  cases 
there  cited,  i^d,  said  Mr.  J.,  after  the  disdc^ 
snres  which  n%e  been  made,  will  the  House 

B»rmit  this  violated  act  to  remain  on  the  Siatufia 
ook  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  ?  Are  wcl  said 
he,  not  to  support  the  Constitution;  and  can 
the  immaculate  and  patriotic  gamblers  in  tiiia 
bank  induce  us,  for  a  single  moment,  to  prolong 
an  act  which  violates  this  instrument  ? 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  this  proposition  to  repeal  the  char* 
ter  should  be  negatived,  be  coald  not  vote  for  the 
bill  reported  by  the  bana  committee,  as  be  shonld, 
by  so  doin^p,  recognise  the  legal  ezisteao<t  of  the 
bank.    This,  according  to  his  most  solemn  con* 
victions,  would  amount  to  a  violation  of  his  oath. 
He  trusted  there  would  be  neither  difficulty  nor 
hesitation  in  putting  down  this  oorpomiion.    He 
hoped  in  God  his  country  would  not  present  the 
melancholy,  the  degraded  picture,  sketched  by 
the  mastnpiand  of  Byron,  when  surrounded  by 
the  glooifresultiflig  from  a  view  of  the  glorioua 
decay  and  splendid  ruins  of  Rome. 
«<  Theie  is  the  msrslof  aU  hnaum  tsisi^ 
Tis  but  the  same  rehesrml  of  the  past ; 
First  freedom,  and  then  gleiy*— when  thst  hSiB, 
Weallh,  vice,  cmrnption— barbarism  at  last.*' 

the  blessings  of  freedom*  We 


Wehade 
bad  had  a  reaaoaable  share  of  glorv.  Our  arms 
had  beea  triumphant  on  the  Tana  and  on  tte 
ocean.  All  seemed  animated,  now,  by  the  desita 
to  accnmulate  wealth.  He  hop«i  the  natioa 
wonld  still  pause,  and  reflect,  seriously  refieet, 
on  the  consequences  of  chan|^ing  the  pursuit  of 
a  national  character,  distinguished  by  liberality, 
magnanimity,  and  honor,  for  the  sordid  pursmc 
of  weslth,  at  the  expense  of  vice  and  corruption. 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  hoped  much  from  the  fair  de^ 
tiniesof  this  oation,  but  those  would  be  marred 
and  destroyed,  if  a  miserable  corporation  could 
bold  the  Uovernment  ia  check,  influence  its 
operations,  plunge  it  into  corruption,  or  cover  it 
with  vice  and  shame  whenever  it  should  please. 
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Mr.  PniDALL,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor.    He 
was  confident,  tie  said,  that  the  House,  as  well  as 
himself,  was  willing  to  acknowledge  its  gratitude 
to  the  honorable  members  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, who,  by  a  laborious  and  deep  investigation  of 
the  aflairs  of  the  National  Bank,  had  been  en- 
abled to  present  to  our  view  an  elaborate  state- 
ment of  facts,  not  less  interesting  to  the  nation 
than  important  with  regard  to  their  consequences. 
But,  whilst  he  remained  sensible  of  the  exalted 
merit  of  the  committee,  he  would  claim  the  priv- 
ilege of  judging  for  himself,  by^  deducing  his  own 
conclusions  from  the  facts  contained  in  the  re- 
port, and,  in  so  doing,  he  would  frankly  acknowl- 
edge that  the  report  sought  to  inculcate  a  prin- 
ciple to  which  he  was  unable  to  subscribe.    The 
committee  had  asserted,  that  there  might  be  many 
violations  of  the  bank  charter  which  should  not 
be  considered  as  producing  a  forfeiture.    Against 
the  assumption  of  such  principle,  Mr.  P.  would 
take  leave  to  enter  his  decided  protest.    The  Le- 
gislature had  enacted  certain  fundamental  rules, 
to  which  this  bank  corporation  was  bound  to  con- 
form, and,  by  infracting  those  fundamental  can- 
ons, the  corporation  violated  its  charter,  and  there- 
by incurred  a  forfeiture  of  that  charter.    He  was 
not  prepared  to  say,  that  this  House  would  always 
feel  itself  disposed  to  enforce  a  forfeiture  for  every 
violation  of  the  charter,  as  a  departure  from  the 
terms  of  the  law  might  possiblv  be  imagined,  un- 
der circumstances  which  woula  induce  the  Legis- 
lature to  commiserate  the  institution,  or  excuse 
the  error,  but  he  would  contend,  that'  everv  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  institution  would  subject  it  to  the  discretion 
and  mercy  of  the  National  Legislature  (the  author 
of  its  existence)  which  would  decide  on  the  Jus- 
tice and  policy  of  enforcing  the  forfeiture,  or  ex- 
cusing this  oflence.    The  select  committee  had 
supposed  that  some  violations  of  the  charter  would 
induce  its  forfeiture,  whilst  other  violations  would 
not  produce  that  effect,  and,  amonff  the  former, 
the  committee  had  classed  those  violations  which 
defeated  the  very  objects  of  the  institiHioD,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  charter  itself.    But,  it  was  evident, 
this  sort  of  indefinite  classification  could  afford 
no  alti  to  our  investigation.    There  was  no  pre- 
amble to  the  act  of  incorporation  expressive  of 
the  objects  of  the  institution.    One  gentleman 
would  see,  in  one  ^iven  violation  of  charter^  a 
prostration  of  the  objects  of  the  institution,  whilst 
other  gentlemen,  attaching  less  magnitude  to  the 
same  crime,  would  look  iu  a  different  avenue  to 
find  what  are  called  the  objects  of  the  instkution, 
and,  in  that  predicament  of  vexation  and  perplex- 
ity, it  would  be  seen  that  neither  the  Legislature 
nor  the  honorable  select  committee  had  been  kind 
enough  to  furnish  a  thermometer  for  the  true  ad- 
measurement of  the  objects  of  the  incorporation. 
In  relation,  however,  to  one  circumstance,  there 
could  arise  no  difficulty  of  opinion.     Certain 
principles  were  prescribed  for  the  control  and 
government  of  the  corporation,  which  had  been 
dignified  by  the  Legislature  as  fundamental  rules 
and  articles,  and  it  would  be  equally  manifest  that, 
whensoever  the  corporation  transcended  those 


fVindamentals,  it  departed  from  the  orbit  within 
which  Congress  had  confined  its  operations. 

I  will  now,  (said  Mr.  P.)  pray  the  House  to 
accompany,  me;  in  the  review  of  another  part  of 
the  report,  where  will  be  found  a  feature,  which 
cannot  fail  to  excite  in  the  House  a  degree  of  re* 
gret  and  disappointment.    The  report  manifests 
that  the  honorable  committee  have  deemed  them- 
selves clothed  with  authority  to  pass  an  onquali- 
fied  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  the  State  banks. 
Ckntlemen  are  now  invited  to  show  the  power 
of  the  committee  to  investigate  the  concerns  or 
proceedings  of  State  banks,  with  which  it  would 
seem  the  violation  or  non-violation  of  the  charter 
of  the  United  States  Bank  had  no  connexion. 
With  the  most  profound  respect  for  the  motives 
and  talents  of  the  committee,  I  must  assume  the 
liberty  of  declaring  that  I  consider  this  public 
and  official  condemnation  of  the  respectable  bankt, 
which  pervade  the  respective  States,  as  ill-timedf 
and  unjust — as  produced  by  the  atatemeatSf  and 
probably  partial  complaints  of  their  formidable 
rival,  who  was  fully  heard  by  the  committee, 
whilst  the  manv  respectable  State  inatitutioas 
hare  incurred  a  beavv  and  cruel  censure,  without 
being  summoned,  or  having  any  o]>portunity,  to 
be  beard  in  their  defence.    This  subject,  however, 
has  been  presented  to  us  by  the  report,  and  must, 
therefore,  demand  the  attention  which  seems  due 
to  its  importance.    I  am  sensible  that  the  House 
would  not,  at  this  late  day,  relish  a  discussion  of 
the  remote  and  complicated  causes  which  led 
the  way  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  State  banks,  during  the  late  war;  topics  that 
have  given  birtn  to  arguments,  or  rather  disputea, 
by  which  public  patience  has  been  long  since  ex- 
hausted.   Yet,  tnere  were  some  circumstances 
connected  with  the  suspension  of  bank  payments, 
with  regard  to  which  there  could  exist  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion.    It  is  deemed  proper  to  remind 
the  House  of  these  circumstances,  the  uncertainty 
of  which  will  beguile  us  into  no  disputatioo,  al- 
though their  remembrance  may  enable  us  to  ac- 
count, in  some  measure,  for  our  present  embar- 
rassment.   It  is  ceftain,  that,  previous  to  the  close 
of  the  late  war,  the  disorder  of  the  currency  dis- 
tressed the  community,  and  imposed  an  evil  not 
only  on  every  quarter  of  the  country,  but  afflicted 
almost  every  operation  of  trade.    It  i»  equally 
certain  that  the  superabundant  issue  of  bills  by 
the  moneyed  corporations  of  the  Stales,  coeval 
with,  and  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
produced   the  disorder  in  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency.   If  it'be  charged,  that  the  State  banks,  in 
their  over  issues  of  paper,  were  prompted  by  an 
unwarrantable  thirst  of  gain,  I  would  not  feel 
myself  authorized  to  make  a  total  denial  of  the 
charge,  nor  find  it  necessary  to  contend,  that  those 
banks  were  exempt  from  the  prevalent  appetite 
which  has  since  so  remarkably  characterized  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  which  seems 
more  or  less  to  guide  the  deliberations  of  all  cor- 
porations of  trade.    In  truth,  it  may  be  affirmed 
that  the  spirit  which  instigated  or  enticed  the 
commercial  classes  of  our  community  to  over- 
trade their  means,  insinuated  itself  into  the  count- 
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iog  rooms  of  the  banks,  and  prompted  them,  also, 
to  exertions  scareely  compatiDle  with  the  maxims 
of  prudence.    But,  sir,  can  this  House,  as  a  branch 
of  the  national  Gorernment,  criticise  the  trans- 
gressions of  the  banks  without  a  meianehoijr  pan^, 
in  reflecting  that  this  Government  has  also  parti« 
cipated  in  those  transgressions,  or  at  least  pro- 
moted them,  by  the  extraordinary  credit  which 
is  solicited  and  almost  demanded,  from  those 
institutions.     The  eighty  millions  of   dollars, 
which  the  Gorernment  found  itself  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing,  from  the  year  1812  to 
1815^  ioclusive.  were  drawn  from  these  -corpo- 
rations, in  bank  notes  and  bank  credits.    The 
Government,  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
just  war,  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  raise, 
for  its  current  service,  enormous  sums  of  mone^r, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  saw  the  utter  impossi- 
bilty  of  acquiring  the  funds,  without  the  aid 
of  the  State  banks*    It,  therefore,  resorted  to 
means  of  temptation  adapted  to  conquer  the  most 
stubborn  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  banks.    Not 
only  ordinary  interest  and  premiums  of  bargain 
were  offered,  but  acts  were  passed  authorizing 
the  disbursement  of  bounties  or  bribes  to  brokers 
and  agents,  who  would,  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment, penuade  the  banss  to  advance  their  paper 
and  credit.    Svea  the  wholesome  restraints  in 
the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, those  jprudent  limitations  of  their  discre- 
tion, previously  imposed  by  the  National  Gov* 
ernment  itself,  (their  legitimate  ffuardian,)  were 
loosened,  and  they  too  were  authorized,  invited 
and  enticed,  to  issue  paper  for  Government  loans. 
The  ardent  solicitude  of  Government,  that  the 
banl^s  should  stretch  their  credit  to  its  utmost 
eztcinsion ;  the  appointment  of  several  of  those 
banks,  as  the  receivers  and  depositories  of  the 
public  revenue;  an  invitation  to  nearly  all  the 
local  banks,  to  open  their  vaults  to  receive  the 
public  taxesf^and  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  most  contiguous  to  them,  (which  seemed 
to  imply  a  confidence  on  the  part  of  Government, 
indicating  its  disposition  to  support  these  banks 
with  its  powers  and  vast  resources)— all  these 
considerations,  I  say,  had  their  due  weight  in  in- 
fluencing the  liberality  of  the  banks,  who  already 
perceived  the  promotion  of  their  own  interests  in 
^ceepting  the  contracts  for  the  heavy  loans,  so 
^Meniial  to  the  operations  of  the  country. 

Oar  Government,  then,  as  well  as  the  specula- 
ting merchant,  contributed  to  produce  the  evil  of 
a  disordered  and  depreciated  currency.  But,  in 
April,  1816,  when  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  passed,  this  disease  in  the  na- 
tional currencv  had  begun  to  work  its  own  cure; 
in  proof  of  whicfl,  I  must  take  leave  to  remind 

fentlemen  of  some  of  the  events  of  that  epoch, 
t  will  not  be  forgotten,  that,  at  and  previous  to 
April,  1816,  several  of  the  banks  had  ceased  to 
discount  for  new  customers,  and  could  with  great 
difficulty  be  prevailed  on  to  renew  the  outstand- 
ing loans  then  existing,  whilst  other  banks  had 
commenced  a  gradual  curtailment  of  their  loans, 
with  a  view  to  meet  the  period  of  a  resumption 
of  specie  payments.,   The  eitcomstance  ot  the 


great  depreciation  of  some  bank  bills,  and  the  in- 
considerable depreciation,  or  par  value,  of  dthera, 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
indicated  the  decline  of  credulity  with  respect  to 
the  paper  sjrstem,  asi  well  as  a  public  relish  of  dia- 
crimination  between  banks  of  solid  and  spurious 
capitals.  The  State  Legislatures,  also,  the  authors 
and  guardians  of  the  local  banks,  had  entered 
upon  an  exertion  of  their  proper  and  visitatorial 
powers  over  these  institutions,  and  were  hasten* 
ing  the  return  of  specie  payments,  by  compelling 
the  banks  immediately,  or  at  fixed  periods,  to  re- 
deem their  paper  in  specie.    At  this  juncture  of 
convalescence  of  the  paper  currency,  when  the 
danger  and  dread  of  war  was  gone,  and  when 
our  Government  found  it  unnecessary  toimpor- 
tune  the  State  banks  for  further  loans,  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  United  States  Bank  urged  the  Nn- 
tioiial  Government  to  call  into  existence  a  mighty 
corporation,  to  overawe  and  correct  the  local  in- 
stitutions, toat  had  dealt  themselves  almost  out 
of  breath  in  supporting  the  Government  in  timea 
of  peril  and  adversity.    It  was  in  April,  1816. 
when  these  local  banks  were  contemplating,  and 
the  public  anticipating,  the  restoration  of  the  age 
of  hard  money,  and  only  hesitated  on  the  den- 
cieney  of  the  quantity  or  specie  in  the  country, 
that  the  General  Government  determined  to  cure 
a  disordered  currency  by  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank;  or,  in  other  words^  to  create  an 
artificial  demand  in  the  market  for  seven  millions 
of  dollars,  specie,  which^  although  done  with  the 
ostensible  view  of  inducing  the  local  banks  to  re- 
sume specie  payments,  would  of  necessity  protract 
that  ev«nt,  by  increasing  the  danger  ot  opening 
their  vaults  to  the  prodigious  demand  for  aollara 
to  fill  the  coffers  of  the  new  bank.    It  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  remark,  that  the  policy  thus  adopted 
by  the  (general  Government  produced  an  alarm 
which  discouraged  the  payment  of  specie  by  the 
State  banks.    Indeed,  some  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures, that  had  been  laudably  engaged  in  the 
correction  of  their  own  banks,  that  had  shut  their 
ears  against  all  excuaes,  and  marked  the  time  for 
the  redeml^tion  of  paper  by  gold  and  silver,  now 
relaxed  their  rules  of  severity,  so  as  to  permit 
their  home  banks  to  escape  as  they  could  from 
the  speculators  and  brokers  of  the  new  project 

Charity,  and  every  amiable  sentiment,  predi»> 
-^ose  us  to  the  impression,  that  this  was  only  a 
mistaken  policy  of  the  Gteneral  Government, 
whose  object  might  have  been  to  assist  the  locU 
banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  and  hence  re- 
form the  currency ;  bux  the  dissimilar  or  rather 
opposite  policy  proposed  by  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment when  the  great  bank  was  not  exempt 
from  apprehensions  of  being  placed  somewhat  in 
the  condition  of  the  local  institutions,  removes 
the  idea  of  friendship  to  them.  For  this,  I  refer 
gentlemen  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  United  States  Bank,  of  the  29th* 
November,  1816,  at  a  time  when  the  institution 
feared  to  discount  for  those  who  were  indebted 
to  the  Treasury  for  duties,  lest  it  might,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  scarcity  of  specie,  be  placed  in 
the  perilous  situation  or  other  banks.    The  Sec- 


19»$ 


mSlFOBT  OB'  C0KOBSS8. 


1266 


H.  OP  R. 


Bmk  df  ^  mked  8iatm. 


pEnnvAKT,  IBld^. 


f«tAT)[  proposed  to  obviatt  the  dilBciiltf  bv  the 
isgue^r  Treasury  notes,  to  be  loaned  by  the  batik, 
and  to  be  made  receivable  in  the  payment  of 
duties.  Hence  it  would  seem  that  State  banks 
were  to  be  cored  of  their  inability,  and  compelled 
to  pay  specie,  by  placing  the  speculators,  in  quest 
of  seven  millions  of  cash,  at  their  counters,  ready 
to  grab  every  dollar  that  found  its  way  from  their 
faults;  whilst  the  United  States  Bank,  the  great 
^vorite  of  Government,  must  be  aided,  through 
its  debility,  bv,  flooding  the  country  with  sucban 
abutidance  of  psper  money  from  the  Treasury, 
as  would  render  the  disbursement  of  its  gold  or 
silver  unnecessary.  Here  it  should  be  remarked, 
that  although  the  stock-mongers,  who  beset  this 
Government,  continually  sung  of  the  inequalities 
of  exchange,  of  the  depreciation  of  local  bank 
notes,  and  the  incurable  avarice  of  Stale  banks, 
yet  the  bills  of  many  of  the  banks  retained  such 
a  credit  and  public  confidence,  as  to  devolve 
tlve  necessity  on  the  Executive,  in  seeking  to 
frighten  them  into  certain  measures,  to  threaten 
the  open  opposition  of  the  Government,  with  all 
its  revenue  resources,  to  impair,  if  possible,  the 
-public  confidence  of  their  stability.  Let  gentle* 
men  who  desire  proof  of  this  attentively  read  the 
Treasury  letter,  of  the  39th  November,  1816. 

The  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States  Bank 
passed  on  the  10th  of  April,  1816,  and,  only  sev- 
enteen days  thereaAer,  Congress  adopted  the  res- 
olution requiring,  that,  from  the  20th  of  the  en- 
aOiog  February,  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
sbonld  be  paid  in  coin,  or  in  United  States  Bank 
notes,  (a  i>ank  which  it  was  then  not  certain 
would  ever  exist,)  or  in  the  paper  of  such  banks 
as  redeemed  their  bills  in  specie.    The  avowed 
object  of  this  resolution  waK,  not  only  to  Coerce 
the  payment  of  specie  by  the  State  .banks,  but  to 
limit  the  very  day  and  hour  of  that  event;  and 
this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  State  banks  and  the 
State  governments  yrere  pursuing  a  course  to 
reforiti  the  currency,  by.  t  he  on  I  v  gradual  and 
aure  means  which  were  compatible  as  well  with 
tlie  interests  of  the  public  as  the  security  of  the 
banks.  This  resolution  seems  to  have  been  wanted 
by  the  Bxecutive,  as  an  instrument  of  hostility 
against  State  banks,  to  be  used  or  not,  as  future 
convenience  mfttht  require,  and  the  day  of  cash 
payments  was  placed  subsequent  to  the  ensuing 
session  Of  Congressj  that  it  might  be  modified  or 
repealed  if  the  capital  of  the  United  States  Bank 
ebould  not  be  subscribed,  or  In  case  any  mishap 
abould  befall  that  institution:  hence  we  have  seen 
that  (on  the  subject  of  the  resolution)  a  dead  si- 
lence reigned  in  the  Treasury,  until  Hfter  the  fol- 
lowing midsummer.    The. books  of  subscription 
to  the  stock  of  the  great  bank  were  opened  on 
the  first  Monday  of  July ;  and  about  the  time  that 
intelligence  reached  the  seatof  Gbvernment  that 
the  stock  of  the  National  Bank  was  all  subscribed, 
*  and  when  the  ESiecutive  believed  itself  no  longer 
in  need  of  the  assistance  of  the  local  banks,  about 
this  time,  I  ^y,  (22J  July,  1816,)  the  Treasury 
made  its  official  communication  to  the  banks — a 
communication  carrying  to  every  auditory  a  dis- 
tinct and  well  understood  meaning,  in  addition 


to  everything  expressed  on  its  face.  Yea;  we 
find  the  communication  consisting  of  propositioos, 
&e .,  but  all  men  could  read  the  sense,  not  expressed, 
thus :  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  petition  Con- 
gre  ss  to  postpone  the  day  of  promptitude  beyond 
the  20th  of  February,  in  order  to  stay  the  drain 
of  dollars  from  the  State  banks,  to  fill  the  vaulta 
of  their  formidable  rival ;  for  t  hat  the  Executive 
power,  which  had  theretofore  been  irresistible | 
would  be  hostile  to  every  such  attempt. 

The  State  banks  had  in  view  to  postpone  their 
specie  payments  until  after  all  the  specie  instal- 
ments* of  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  should 
be  paid  in  ;  and  the  public,  as  well  as  the  bank^ 
entertained  the  suspicion,  of  the  subscribers  of 
the  United  States  Bank  lying  in  wait  for  their 
specie.  But,  in  the  Fall  or  1816,  the  men  of  the 
National  Bank,  who  daily  became  more  familiar 
with  the  dexterous  speculations  so  common  in 
corporations  of  trade  and  exclusive  rights,  found 
themselves  destitute  of  the  power  br  disposition 
to  pay  either  the  funded  debt  or  a  specie  part  of 
the  second  instalment;  on  which  they,  by  intrigue 
among  themselve8,prompt  the  Bxecutive  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  impel  the  local  banks  to 
bring  their  public  debt  suddenly  into  market,  so 
as  to  enable  the  stockjobbers  to  acquire  it  at  a 
reduced  price.  Let  gentlemen  again  examine 
the  Treasury  letter  of  29th  November,  1816,  and 
acknowledge  my  conjecture  correct,  or  account 
fbr  the  conduct  of  the  Bxecntire. 

That  letter,  in  speaking  of  the  ability  of  the 
banks  to  return  to  specie  payment,  by  a  reduction 
of  their  oireulating  paper,  remarks,  that  "the 
'  requisite  reduction  of  the  circulating  paper  may 
'  be  eflfected  by  the  State  banks,  either  by  curtaif- 
'  ing  their  discounts  or  by  the  sale  of  the  public 
'  debt,  of  which  they  are  known  to  be  the  hold* 
'  ers.''  And  that  ^  curtailment  of  discounts  baa 
'  been  the  only  process  resorted  to  by  them,  where 

*  any  efibrt  has  been  made  to  prepare  for  the  re- 

*  sumption  of  specie  payments."  The  letter 
enters  upon  arguments  to  show  that  the  banks 
would  sustain  no  loss  by  selling  their  public 
debt  instead  of  curtailing  their  discounts,  and 
expresses  Indignation  against  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  and  the  practice  of  curtailing  discounts,  aa 
productive  of  great  individual  sulering,  which 
the  banks  disregarded,  and  pronouncing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  reason,  humanity,  and  sound 
policy,  all  united  against  the  cunailmeatof  batak 
discounts,  I  ask,  whether  aucii  a  letter,  and  from 
each  a  soared,  has  ever  before  been  witnessed  ? 
I  akk,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  just  and  sacred, 
from  whence  arose  the  difference,  to  the  Bxecu* 
tive,  between  a  return  to  specie  paynaents  by  cur- 
tailment of  discounts  and  the  Me  of  public  debt ; 
and  1  demand  the  reason  of  this  unhallowed  and 
rude  Bxecutive  interference  in  the  interior  policy 
of  our  State  institution^  that,  by  the  acknowledge 
mem  of  the  Treasury,  were  honestly  preparing 
to  loeet  their  specie  engagements,  by  gradually 
ealliog  in  the  debts  justly  due  them?  7  will  not 
fur  a  moment  harbor  the  ef  il  thought,  of  a  wish 
by  the  Bxecutive  to  render  the  local  banks  un- 
popular by  these  loud  cemplainu  of  indtvidnai 
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hardship;  but,  to  show  the  ineonststenej  Attend- 
ing sQoh  compUinUy  whea  coining  trora  the 
Treasury,  it  is  onif  neeessarjr  to  appeal  to  the 
aame  letter,  where  che  adrice,  that  the  State 
banks  should  sell  their  public  debt,  is  enforced 
from  the  consideration  tnat  the  precious  metals 
had,  in  a  certain  late  interTal,  continued  to  flow 
into  the  countrj  from  abroad,  in  quantities  suffi- 
cient to  reduce  the  premium  on  specie,  Ac.  If, 
then,  the  stock  of  precious  metals  of  the  country 
was  so  replenished  that  manj  millions  of  public 
idebt  inight  suddenly  and  saiely  be  thrown  into 
the  market,  and  sold  for  hard  cajJi  without  risking 
losfl^  let  me  ask,  whether  the  same  abundant  sup* 

Sof  specie  would  not  hare  enabled  the  bank 
tors  to  make  payments,  by  which  their  debts 
might  be  gradually  diminished  7 

The  Treasury  and  National  Bank,  in  the  Fall 
and  Winter  of  1816-17,  exhibited  by  their  rela- 
tions, each  to  the  oiher^  a  singular  spectacle.  The 
Treasury  aeknowledgmg  itself  at  once  the  pro- 
tector and  dependant  of  the  new  institution, 
makes  a  voluntary  tender  of  a  profusion  of  Gov* 
crnment favors,  which  the  bank  declines,  but  finds 
itself  dumb  to  every  inquiry  for  the  motives  of 
its  refusal.    The  Treasury  having  in  vain  urged 
the  local  banks  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the 
20th  Pebruarv,  instead  of  the  1st  July,  determined, 
after  the  20tn  February,  to  refuse  the  pa|>er  of 
the  non-paying  banks,  and  make  the  National 
Bank  the  exclusive  receptacle  of  the  revenue, 
which  would  draw  to  it.  In  addition  to  its  business 
paper,  and  ordinary  loans,  the  whole  occupation 
of  discounting  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
debtors  to  the  Treasury  for  duties,  and  thus  enable 
ittoemploy  advantageoQsly  the  #i,200p00  specie, 
which  should  be  in  its  vanlts  in  January,  1817, 
a»4  the  t7.000/N)0  of  specie  which  it  would  hold 
im  Julv  or  the  same  year.    But  the  National 
Bank,  kaowinff  ici  own  secrets,  and  that  a  collu- 
sion snbsjated  net  ween  itself  and  its  stockholders, 
bj  which  the  second  specie  payment  woald  not 
he  made  as  required  by  the  charter,  and  that,  if 
the  TrcMary  refused  the  State  bank  notes,  it 
would  devolve  on  the  great  bank  the  necessity  of 
making  saeh  nuoieroas  loans,  as  would,  within  a 
few  weeks,  or  indeed  a  few  days,  draw  from  its 
Taulu  every  dollar  of  the  speoie.  received  on  the 
ftrst  iastalmeat  without  even  the  possibility  of 
axtsnding  to  tha  specolating  stodcholders  the 
enormous  accommodations  they  had  in  vieW"— it 
Juid,  therefore,  no  reeort,  but  to  wrestle  with  the 
Treasury  in  support  of  the  credit  of  the  State 
b«Aka  i  and.  although  by  this  deceptive  eoadaot, 
it  was  saved  from  the  rum  of  iu  owa  delioqaeacy, 
in  failing  to  comply  with  the  instaimanta  required 
bf  iu  charter,  it  hts  encountered  the  hardihood 
of  appearing  before  our  select  committee,  with  a 
.claim  to  m^rit  for  its  pretended  magnanimity  in 
relation  to  the  local  banks.    The  Treasury  still 
persevered  in  its  courtly  offers  to  the  new  bank, 
and  to  relieve  it  from  the  peril  of  ruin  by  the  loss 
of  specie,  on  the  contemplsied  refusal  of  State 
hank  paper,  addressed  it  with  %  proposal  to  aid 
Ita  operations  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  paper,  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  duties,  and  to  be  loaned 


by  thebaolCf  for  GK>vernment,.under  eircomstancca 
by  which  the  specie  might  not  be  endangered* 
This  offer  also  was  declined,  from  the  intimate 
knowledge  which  the  bank  had  of  its  own  secrets. 
It  knew  that  the  small  compensation  it  would  be 
entitled  to  for  loaning  the  Gbvernmenl's  paper 
would  scarcely  increase  the  stock  dividends,  and 
that  without  a  larger  dividend  the  price  of  stock 
must  diminish,  which  would  be  ruinous,  or  at 
least  injuriottSy  to  the  speculators  who  controlled 
its  operations.  It  moreover  knew  that  the  loans 
which  the  fifth  of  specie,  paid  by  the  first  instal- 
ment, could  afford,  would  not  furnish  a  dividend 
to  increase  the  price  of  stock.  Iu  policy,  there- 
fore, wss  to  have  the  Treasury  balances  againat 
the  old  banks  tranferred  to  it  j  to  indulge  the  old 
banks,  on  their  agreement  to  pay  an  intarest, 
which  would  swell  the  dividends  without  the  risk 
of  dan|;er,  in  case  Qovernment  would  continue 
to  receive  the  State  bank  paper  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue.  Hence,  the  new  bank  turned 
from  the  Treasury  offers,  and  sought  a  cdrrespon- 
dence  with  the  State  banks  s  proposing  that  they 
should  huijDor  the  Executive  by  agreeing  to  pay 
specie  on  the  20th  February,  and  that  it  would 
draw  from  the  Treasury  all  the  balances  againat 
them,  and  indulge  them  until  the  1st  July,  (their 
own  time,)  on  receiving  interest  in  the  interval* 

The  times  of  the  payment  of  the  instalments 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  fixed  bf 
the  chartar;  the  books  were  opened  the  first 
Monday  of  July,  1816,  at  which  ume  it  is  believ- 
ed a  ^reat  portion  of  the  stock  waa  subscribed. 
One  instalment  was  then  payalile,  and  the  two 
others  on  the  corresponding  days  of  January  and 
July,  1817.  Yefy  by  aonie  cnlculation  which  I 
have  never  been  able  to  understand^  the  iostal- 
menu  were  not  considered  as  due  until  the  83d 
January,  1817,  and  the  93d  July.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  State  banks,  from  a  view  of 
the  chartar,  fijced  on  the  first  day  of  July  for 
the  resumpition  of  specie  payments,  on-  a  snp- 
position  that  it  was  the  time  at  which  the  last 
instalment  would  be  received  by  the  National 
Bank.  Whether  the  bank  thus  past  dated  the 
instalments  to  overreach  the  period  fixed  by  the 
State  banks,  and  to  give  iu  subscribers  three 
weeks'  play  on  the  vaults  of  the  local  baofcs  to 
raise  the  specie  of  the  but  iostalment,  or  whether 
such  feats  of  iqgenuity  ate  customary  i«  the  in- 
tareourse  among  these  moneyed  companies,  I  am 
unable  to  say.  I  am,  however,  willing  to  si|y, 
that  1  sboqld  not  condemn  the  banit,  were  this  its 
only  transgression. 

I  will  now,  sir,  pray  your  attention  to  the 
agreement  of  the  31st  January,  1817,  between  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  incorporated 
banks  of  New  York,  PhiUdelphiai  Baltimore^ 
Richmond,andNorfolk,by  which  the  lattar  banks 
yield  to  the  proposal  to  pay  specie  on  the  80th 
February  instead  of  the  Ist  July.  The  second 
proposition  of  that  agreement,  by  which  the  bal- 
ances against  those  banks  were  transferred  from 
the  Treasury  to  the  United  States  Bank,  was 
duly  performed  by  it,  being  altogether  to  its  ad- 
vantage^ and.lo  the  prejudice  ofiheStata  hank% 
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by  the  amoont  of  interest  reeeifed  by  the  oae 
mnd  Mid  by  the  other.  By  the  third  propositioD, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  to  demand 
those  balances  until  it  should  discount  for  indi- 
Tiduals  (of  Aar  <Aan  Ihcee  having  duties  to  pay) 
fix  millions,  as  prescribed  by  tlie  terms  of  the 
contract.  There  is  no  express  stipulation  bind- 
ing the  United  States  Bank  to  discount  for  those 
haying  duties  to  pay,  but  every  one  who  reads 
will  be  convinced  that  all  parties  expected  it  was 
to  afford  those  discounts ;  yet  the  United  States 
Bank  so  contrived,  by  encouragiDg  the  receipt  of 
floating  Stale  bank  notes  at  the  Treasury^  as  to 
make  it  unnecessary  to  afford  accommodations  to 
the  importers,  although,  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  revenue  bonds  Ming  payable  at  the  United 
Slates  Bank  and  its  branches,  it  was  expected 
that  many  applications  would  have  been  made 
for  loans  as  they  fell  due. 

Our  Executive  Qovernment  was  a  parly  to 
this  arrangement ;  one  feature  of  whicn  carries 
with  it  an  idea  irreconcilable  with  justice  or  food 
report.  I  mean  the  second  proposition — which 
bestows  on  this  new  corporation  a  claim  of  inter- 
est against  the  Slate  banks,  on  the  balances  due 
the  Qovernment,  without  any  compensation  to 
the  Treasury— against  all  previous  practice,  in 
behalf  of  s|)eculators,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
public.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  United  States 
Bank  ought  to  have  received  interest,  if  the  bal- 
ances had  been  received  as  a  general  deposite,  on 
which  the  Qovernment  could  nave  been  at  liberty 
to  draw  at  pleasure,  either  for  specie  or  the  paper 
of  the  National  Bank ;  but  this  was  not  the  case, 
for,  by  the  exception  contained  in  the  secona 
proposition,  the  United  States  was  to  draw  from 
the  State  banks  such  parts  of  said  balances  as 
might  be  wanted  by  the  Treasury,  and  conse- 
quently had  no  right,  in  any  event,  to  draw  on 
tne  National  Bank  for  any  part  of  the  balance 
for  which  it  received  interest.  The  transaction 
remained  precisely  as  if  the  State  bank  paper  had 
been  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  used  or  not,  at  the 
pleasure  of  Qovernment,  during  all  the  time 
the  banks  were  paying  interest  on  it  to  the  new 
bank.  It  amounted,  in  truth,  to  the  gift  of  an 
unwarrantable  speculation  by  the  Executive  to 
ihe  bank. 

When  viewed  in  another  light,  the  agreement 
ci  the  31st  January,  1817,  was  a  palpable  fraud 
by  the  United  States  Bank  on  the  Sute  banks. 
By  the  terms  of  the  charter  of  the  former,  its 
second  specie  instalment  was  payable  in  January, 
and  all  parties  well  knew  that  the  State  banks 
the  more  readily  assented  to  the  contract  in  con- 
sequence of  the  undersuoding  that  the  four  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  specie 
part  of  the  first  and  second  instalments,  had  been 
paid  into  the  vaults  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  consequently  was  not  to  be  drawn  from  the 
metallic  resources  of  the  other  institutions; 
'Whereas  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the 
United  Slates  Bank,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  this  expectation  on  the  other 
side,  and  at  the  very  time  whilst  negotiating  the 
agteement,  were  making  a  collusive  arrangement 


to  accredit  the  subscribers  at  least  sixty  days  for 
the  specie  of  the  second  instalment,  which  would 
authorize  its  payment  after  the  20th  of  February, 
when  it  might  be  taken  from  the  State  banks. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  whether  the  ehartei 
of  the  National  Bank  has  been  violated  by  the 
omission  to  pay  the  second  and  third  instalments 
of  the  capital,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of  incor- 
poration. The  third  section  of  the  act  declares 
*'  that  the  sums  subscribed  shall  be  payable  and 
'  paid  in  the  manner  following — that  is  to  say, 
'  seven  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  or  sil- 
'  ver  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  in  gold  coin  of 
'  Spain  or  the  dominions  of  Spain,  and  twenty- 
'  one  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  like  gold  or 
'  silver  coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
^States."    And  further,  that  " the  payments  of 

*  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  made  and  com- 
'  pleted  by  the  subscribers  respectively,  at  the 
'  times  and  in  the  manner  following — that  is  to 
'  say,  at  the  time  of  subscribinjr,  there  shall  be 

*  paid  five  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver 
'  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five  dollars  more, 

*  in  coin  or  fondea  debt ;  at  the  expiration  of  six 

*  calendar  months  from  the  time  of  subscribing, 

*  there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  ten  doT- 
'  lars  on  each  snare,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and 
'  twenty-five  dollars  more,  in  coin  or  funded  debt; 

*  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months 
^  from  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid 
'  the  further  sum  of  ten  dollars  on  each  share,  in 
'  gold  or  silver  coin,  and  twenty-five  dollars  more,. 
'  in  coin  or  funded  debt." 

The  terms  of  the  law  to  which  I  have  thus 
adverted,  prescribe  not  only  the  amount  of  funds 
to  be  advanced  as  capital,  but  the  time  of  pay- 
ment and  the  quality  or  sort  of  funds ;  and,  judg- 
ing both  from  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law,  we 
are  bound  to  pronounce  that  the  time  and  quality 
of  the  funds  were  as  material  and  important  in 
the  view  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  quantity.  It 
was  certainly  essential  that  the  whole  one  hun- 
dred dollars  of  each  share  should  be  paid  ;  and 
equally  necessary  that  twenty  dollars  of  the  see- 
ond  and  third  instalments  should  be  paid  in  gold 
or  silver  coin,  and  that  the  residue  should  be 
paid  in  coin  or  public  debt.  But  all  sides  admit 
that  neither  the  specie  nor  public  debt  proportion 
of  the  second  or  third  instalments  were  paid.  I 
therefore  insist  that  a  violation  and  consequent 
forfeiture  of  charter  has  been  incurred  by  that 
delinquency. 

.  Some  |[entlemen  allege^  that  the  mere  negative 
offence  ot  non-payment  of  instalments  by  indt- 
vidual  stockholders,  or  any  number  of  stockhold- 
ers, should  not  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  char- 
ter on  the  part  of  the  bank.  But,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  the  charge  is  not  rested  on  the 
mere  delinquency  of  stockholders,  incurred  against 
the  will  of  the  oank ;  for  the  corporation  itself 
participated  in  the  offence,  having,  by  its  corpo- 
rate and  official  act,  interfered,  and  dispensed  the 
stockholders  from  a  compliance  with  the  law,  by 
usurping  the  power  of  inviting  and  accepting  aa 
arrangement,  not  only  different  from,  but  mant- 
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fettly  eontnidietory  to,  tbe  terms  of  the  act  of 
Congrets. 

An  attempt  is  made  to  satisfy  the  pablie,  that 
the  signioff  and  delivery  of  promissory  notes  by 
the  stockholders  is  rerily  a  payment  of  gold  and 
silver  coin,  and  of  poblic  debt,  as  required  by  the 
law ;  an  attempt,  sapported  by  an  appearance  of 
argument,  well  suited  to  the  ingenuity  of  one 
who  would  avow  his  ability  to  prove  that  the  law 
might  be  evaded  with  impunity.  The  ingenuity 
of  the  bank  officers  has  led  them  to  state  the 
question,  with  its  result,  thus :  *^  The  charter  en* 
^aUed  the  bank  to  commence  operations,  and, 
'consequently,  to  make  discounts  on  the  receipt 
'  of  the  amount  of  the  first  instalment  \  subscrib- 
^  ers  as  well  as  others,  then,  had  a  right  to  obtain 
'  loans  of  the  bank  before  tbe  payment  of  the 

*  second  instalment.    A  subscriber  having  ob- 

*  tained  a  loan,  had  a  consequent  right  to  draw  its 

<  amount  from  the  bank  in  specie^  and  miffht  im- 

<  mediately  return  the  same  specie  to  the  bank  in 

*  payment  of  his  second  instalment.  The  draft 
'  of  specie  from,  and  its  return  to,  the  bank,  be* 
'  ing  circumstances  of  mere  form,  might  be  dis- 
'  pensed  with,  and  the  mere  note  or  the  subscriber 

<  accepted  in  lien  of  coin,  as  he  could,  by  turning 

*  round,  convert  the  proceeds  into  coin/' 

In  aiis#er  to  these  turns  and  twists  of  inge- 
nuity, I  would  remind  gentlemen  that  this  char- 
ter (as  every  other  law)  must  be  so  construed,  as 
that  no  part  of  it  shall  be  void  or  insignificant ; 
and  that,  whilst  one  part  of  the  third  section  re- 
quires that  a  certain  proportion  of  each  instal- 
ment shall  be  paid  in  specie^  another  part  of  the 
same  section  eipressly  requires  that  the  agne- 

ete  amount  of  tne  specie  part  of  the  capital  shall 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold  or  silver 
coin.  JNow,  the  arguments  by  which  I  am  op- 
poaed,  although  unsound,  would  sustain  a  better 
color  if  the  clauses,  requiring  the  payment  of  ten 
dollars  specie  of  the  first  and  ten  dollars  specie 
of  the  second  instalment,  stood  unconnected  from 
everr  other  part  of  the  law ;  but,  taking  the  whole 
third  section  in  view,  we  find  not  only  an  obli- 
gation to  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  successive 
instalments  in  specie,  but  to  pay  them  in  such 
manner  as  will  produce  an  affgregaie  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars  in  sold  ana  silver  coin  ;  a  re- 
salt  at  which  we  could  never  arrive  by  paying. 
and  redrawing  and  repaying  the  same  or  identical 
pieces  of  coin.  The  argument  on  the  other  side 
IS  inadmissible ;  as,  by  seeking  to  show  the  dis- 
charge of  an  instalment  without  the  actual  ad- 
Tanoe  of  specie,  it  would  necessarily  make  nu- 
flfttory  the  provision  which  calls  for  specie.  This 
false  notion  of  successive  payments,  by  paying, 
and  shifting,  and  repaying  the  same  dollar,  so  as 
to  pay  a  deot  of  three  dollars  in  full,  and  yet  re- 
main indebted  two  dollars,  acquires  its  chiefest 
force  from  the  dash  of  presumption  of  the  specu- 
lator, in  disconcerting  hb  opponent  by  hardihood 
■of  assertion;  for^  assuming  the  act  of  Congress 
requiring  the  actual  payment  of  specie  as  a  text 
•or  early  principle  of  argument,  the  speculator 
openly  apprises  us  that  he  means  from  hence  to 
caf  ry  yon  to  the  conclusion  that  the  law  does  not 


require  the  actual  payment  of  specie,  and  thus 
to  contradict  the  first  principle  he  had  assumed 
or  acknowledged. 

thermit  me  now  to  place  the  argument  before 
noticed  in  its  true  ligbt.  The  speculator  then 
acknowledges  his  obligation  to  pay  97,000,000  in 
gold  or  silver  to  the  bank,  but  he  claims  a  dis- 
tinct, separate,  unconnected  right — a  right  to  ob- 
tain  a  loan ;  by  the  exercise  of  which,  he  virtu- 
ally exempts  himself  from  the  force  of  his  obli- 
gation. I  then  accept  his  acknowledgment  of 
obligation  to  pay  the  97,000,000  in  specie,  and 
yield  to  him  the  right  to  obtain  loans,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  shall  take  all  the  benefit  he 
asks  \  the  sum  of  all  which  is,  that  his  ofieoce  or 
delinquency  of  non-payment  of  specie  is  so  inter-' 
mingled  or  amalgamated  with  the  exercise  of  m 
right,  with  which  he  is  invested,  that  it  may  bsr 
difficult  or  impossible  to  distinguish  the  offence 
or  wrong  of  his  delinquency  in  one  case^  from  the 
exercise  of  his  right  on  the  other  occasion. 

But,  although  the  imaffination  may  be  puzzled 
by  hypothetical  cases,  wherein  it  may  be  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  commission  of  crime  from  the 
exercise  of  right,  there  is  fortunately  no  such  am- 
biguity as  regards  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States  Banha  It  has,  in  intercourse  with  iu 
stockholders,  separated  very  distinctly  the  offenctf 
of  delinquency  from  any  supposed  general  exer- 
cise of  right.  It  has  informed  the  stockholder 
that  he  had  no  perfect  or  absolute  right  to  obtain 
loans,  inasmuch  as  no  one  could  ^laim  a  right  to 
borrow  without  the  consent  of  the  lender ;  that, 
without  its  assent,  his  pretended  right  was  a  nul- 
lity; that  it  would  only  yield  its  consent  on  the 
condition  of  his  agreeing  that  he  would  not  pay 
the  second  specie  instalment,  or  redeem  his  faith, 
pledged  to  iuelf,  the  Treasury,  the  Oovernment, 
or  American  people,  as  prescribed  by  the  incoi* 
venient  stipulations  of  the  charter.  To  prove 
this.  I  demand  your  attention  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  board  of  directors,  of  the  Idth  and  27th  of 
December,  1816,  by  which  the  corporation  agrees 
to  discount  "  for  the  accommodation  of  the  stock* 
'  holders  exclusively,  and  to  the  amount  of  their 


*  made  only  to  stockholders  paying  in  full  the 
'  second  instalment."  1  also  refer  to  the  form  of 
hypothecation  of  stock,  prescribed  by  the  corpo* 
rauon,  by  which  the  stockholder  was  made  to 
acknowledge  '^that  he  had  obtained  a  losn  of  the 
'  said  bank  for  the  specie  proportion  of  the  second 
^  instalment  of  the  capital  thereof,  due  by  him  on 
'  that  day."  Again,  the  cashier  of  tbe  mother 
bank  sends  this  ibrm  of  mortgage  to  the  branch 
bank  at  Baltimore,  with  this  notice:  '^Enclosed 
t  you  have  the  form  used  at  this  bank,  of  an  en- 

*  gagement  to  be  entered  into  by  those  who  ob- 
^  tain  an  accommodation  for  the  specie  part  of 
'  the  second  instalment."  I  appeal  also  to  the 
evidence  accompanying  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  from  which  it  is  manifest  that  the 
bank  was  not,  in  consequence  of  any  ordinary 
operations  of  banking,  placed  in  the  unforuiaate 
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sftnatioii  of  beisg  forced  to  receiY«  from  tbe  left 
kaod  of  the  stockholder  the  dollars  he  had  with- 
drawn from  the  vault  by  his  right;  hot,  on  ^he 
contrary,  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  institution 
was  to  dispense  with  the  law— dispense  with  the 
epeoie  required  foy  the  charter,  and  receive  the 
note  or  bond  of  the  party,  in  lieu  of  cash.  In 
tmth,  the  remission  of  the  specie  tostalments  was 
%  criminal  and  detestable  collusion  between  the 
bank  and  the  stockjobbing  portion  of  its  subscri- 
Ivrs,  in  fraud  and  prejudice  of  the  Gh)ve»iiient, 
the  public,  and  the  widows  and  orphan»-*those 
orf  bans  of  whom  we  now  hear  io  much— who 
•re  made  to  weep  and  plead  for  this  combination 
of  tpecnlators,  that  they  may  again  incar  the  risk 
«f  being  cheated  by  partners  that  have  not  capital 
(o  risk,  or  are  unwilliog  to  risk  it. 

A  gentleman  frbm  South  Carolina,  in  speak- 
ing with  reference  to  the  defalcation  of  the  sec- 
ond instalment,  in  the  desultory  debate  which 
occurred  ia  originating  the  select  committee,  re- 
minded us  that  the  non-payment  of  the  second 
instalment  had  been  agitated  in  the  fourteenth 
Congress,  and  seemed  to  consider  that  circum- 
stance as  affording  a  bar  to  prevent  us  from 
ukssing  judgment  on  it.  It  does  appear  that,  in 
1817,  the  committee  on  the  national  currency 
Vas  directed  to  inquire  into  this  affair,  and  acta- 
ally  proceeded  the  length  of  inquiring  of  one  of 
the  directors,  by  a  polite  note,  how  the  thin^  was, 
and  afterwards  made  a  lengthv  report,  consisting 
of  a  letter  from  this  director,  (Mr.Uoyd,)  which, 
ja  substance,  assured  the  comm^ittee  that  the 
directors  were  all  honest  men,  and  had  commit- 
tod  the  crime  charged  against  them  with  an  only 
eye  to  the  public  good;  and,  being  thus  con- 
Tiuced,  from  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  directors, 
diat  no  harm  was  intended,  the  committee  ad^ed 
the  House  to  dischaige  it  from  further  inquiry 
torto  such  a  delicate  subject.  But  this  House 
Bwde  no  decision  on  the  propriety  or  wrong  of 
the  conduct  of  the  bank :  on  the  contrary,  it  suf- 
fered the  business  to  lie  on  the  table,  so  as  not  to 
bind  it  from  acting  as  future  circumstances  might 
itotate. 

I  will  now  remind  the  House  of  another  topic 
of  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  which  man- 
ifests, in  nay  humble  judgment,  a  violation  of  the 
bank  charter.  The  president  and  cashier,  as  well 
of  the  mother  bank  as  of  some  of  the  brancbes, 
have,  under  pretence  of  aothoriiy  from  the  board 
of  directors,  exercised  the  power,  first,  of  making 
discounts  on  pledges  of  stock;  secondly,  of  renew- 
ing loans  on  pl^es  of  stock ;  and,  thirdly,  of 
purchasing  bills  ofexchange.  These  three  pow- 
ers are  of  the  same  nature  and  altitude^  although 
the  latter,  involving  the  neoessity  of  judging  of 
the  solvency  and  sufficiency  of  the  parties  to  the 
liiils,  would  generally  be  more,  susceptible  of 
alarm  than  the  powers  to  loan  and  renew  loans 
at  a  given  rate  on  pledges  of  stodc.  But  neither 
of  these  three  powers  could  be  exercised  on  be- 
lialf  of  the  corporation,  except  by  the  board  of 
direciois.  The  fourth  fundamental  article  of  the 
charter  speaks  in  language  incapable  of  misoon- 
atniction,  declaring  that  ao  less  than  seven  di- 


rectors shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  tsanaac* 
tion  of  business,  of  whom  the  president  shsll  ba 
one,  &c.  How,  then,  can  it  be  pretended,  that 
the  President,  without  the  other  directors,  is  to 
exercise  powers  which  Congress  has  vested  in  a 
number  of  directors,  not  less  than  seven  9 

The  president  of  the  bank  has  informed  the 
select  committee  that  he  considered  these  opera* 
tions  by  himself  and  the  clerk  as  mere  ninisto- 
rial  acts,  which  might  as  well  have  been  dono  W 
the  discount  clerk.     While  I  admit  that    the 
board  had  as  much  pretence  to  transfer  the  pousor 
of  making  loans  to  the  clerk,  wbo  is  not  even  a 
director,  as  to  the  president  and  clerk;  aitd  beiiee 
infer  the  absurdity  of  the  notion  of  the  board 
alienating  to  a  stranger  the  imporunt  trusts  con- 
fided to  them  by  the  Govenunent,  the  stock- 
holders, and  the  public  law,  which  gave  birth  to 
the  institution.    I  also  insist  that  this  absordtty 
is  not  removed,  or  softened,  by  ranking  the  faculty 
as  a  ministerial  power.    No  one  who  bad  read 
and  attentively  considered  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  who  was  not  a  wag,  would  seek  to  cari- 
cature the  corporation  by  bringing  it  in  c^nii- 
parisen  with  our  political  Goveromeat,  and  as- 
signing to  it  departments,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial,  or  judicial  and  ministerial.    Oen- 
tlenien,  however,  are  at  liberty  to  call  the  powers 
Usurped  by  the  president  and  cashier  ndnuterielf 
or  by  such  other  denominatiott  as  may  strike  the 
fancy  or  square  with  their  judgment.;  it  will, 
after  all  names  are  spent,  or  under  «very  classifi- 
cation of  heads,  remain  what  it  was  at  and  afier 
the  6th  of  August,  1817,  (when  conferred  by  tho 
board,)  a  power  to  oaake  and  renew  loans,  and 
discount  bills  on  persooal  seoiRity,  which  is  oC 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  board  of  baaik  direct- 
ors, and  consequently  embraced  by  the  letter  anfi 
spirit  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  charter;  a«d| 
whenever  it  can  be  shown  that  these  acts  are 
ministerial,  it  will  follow  that  the  ordinary  acts 
of  the  directors  are  also  miaisterial.    The  dao- 
l^erous'  precedent  furnished  by  this  aberratioii 
from  the  constitution  of  the  bank  cannot  be  ti>o 
strongly  deprecated ;  for,  with  equal  piausibilUf , 
might  the  directors  chaffer  with  or  alienate  •every 
other  important  power  conferred  by  the  cbanar. 
The  order  of  the  board  defining  the  description 
of  loans  which  was  put  under  the  control  of  the 
president  and  cashier,  was  nothing  more  or  lesa 
than  a  by-law  of  tke  corporation ;  m  which  ¥fOW 
the  question  again  only  racuis,  wiwtber  the  di- 
rectors can,  through  tbe  instruaaentality  of  aty^ 
law,  vest  ia  one  man,  or  a  stranger,  the  power  of 
lending  the  money  of  ibe  corporation,  which  the 
charter  has  virtually  declared  shall  not^be  loaned 
by  less  than  seven  directors. 

The  select  committee  has  repreached,  ^ia 
strong  terms,  two  practices  of  the  oorporaiioa, 
that  of  the  subdivision  of  shares  and  the  coose- 
qnent  increase  of  votes  for  directors,  by  the  ovor- 

f[roifn  stockholders,  and  the  speculations  in  -pub- 
ic stock  bv  the  directors,  whose  official  statiooa 
subjected  their  characters  and  motives  to  the  lasli 
of  censure.  With  the  honors  ble  committee  i  M» 
low  suit,  in  iu  moral  discoiiah  of  the  intrigue  of 
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iDcreasiDff  rotes  by  colonUe  traoffen  of  ctock, 
and  its  aohorrence  of  iiiordioate  sp«calatioos  by 
officers  who  had  Qoutnl  ol  the  iostiiution ;  yet 
my  distaste  ia  this  respect  eoofioea  itself  to  moral 
censure,  for  there  )m  oo  law  to  prohibit  the  weal* 
thy  stockholder  from,  using  his  utmost  influence 
ia  electiona,  hj  so  arranging  his  shares  as  to 
coant  the  grettest  nomber  of  rotes;  nor  bare  the 
president  ordirecion  been  prohibited  from  buy- 
ing sMod  seUing  stock,  as  other  members  of  the 
coxnmuoi/f ;  aod  I  had  thought  that  bistocy,  if 
not  experieaee,  had  taught  our  Government,  that 
corpo/itions  of  trade,  with  their  hosts  of  officers 
aoff  serraots,  were^at  all  times  prepared  to  com- 
nut  ewery  offence  which  avarice  could  instigate, 
except  when  restrained  by  the  force  of  a  whole* 
tome  police.    The  fault,  then,  rests  on  the  head 
of  this  Government,  which  has  created  and  sent 
forth  this  mighty  corporation  of  avariee,  with  all 
the  ezdosive  privileges  which  could  render  it 
odious  and  dangerous,  and  without  those  checks 
which  a  due  regard  to  public  security  imperi- 
ooaW  required.  « 

The  14th  page  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
discloses  a  craosaction  of  usury  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  which,  i[  imputed  to  aov  private  man, 
would  assuredly  consign  his  cnaracter  to  ia- 
ikmy.  The  bank,  in  this  instance^affects  to  make 
a  loan,  by  discounting  a  note  of  ^pO.00O,  payable 
in  sixty  days,  and  receives  the  whole  interest 
thereon,  as  if  it  had  actually  loaned  the  money  in 
hand,  whereas  it  only  advanced  a  post  note,  pay- 
able  also  at  sixty  davs,  by  which  the  hank  was 
not  to  advance  a  doUar  before  the  note  it  dis- 
counted would  become  payable,  and,  as  the  dis- 
counted note  and  post  note  becaoie  payable  on 
the  same  day,  the  nominal  borrower  might  have 
claimed  interest  of  the  bank,  with  aa  much  giace 
and  justice  as  the  bank  claimed  and  actually  re- 
ceived it  of  him;  and,  thi4L  ii  seems,  is  only  a 
EiDgle  instaaee  of  what  the  hank  fregaeAtiy  pmc- 
l/se<f.  Indeed  the  directon  on  the  SK)th  January, 
1817,  adopted  advisedly  a  resolution  to  enter  ex- 
lensively  into  the  practice.  The  report  hesiuted 
Co  pronounce  the  transaction  usurious ;  (he  hecL- 
tniioo,  air,  of  a  moment,  a  flitting  instant ;  for  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  superior  intelligence  and 
forensic  acquirments  of  the  members  ofthat  com- 
mittee would,  with  less  than  five  minutes  reflec- 
tion, have  dissipated  all  doubt  of  the  true  charac- 
icr  oC  this  affiiir.  Without  embarking  in  kgal  or 
leehnical  disquisition  (which  must  always  be  irk- 
aame  on  this  Qoor)  I  will  venture  the  aasertion, 
tiwc  no  meoofber  who  has  turned  his  attention  to 
the  subject  will  deay  that  the  transaction  wa9 
usoriouis  not  merely  in  taking  more  than  lecal 
Inter  At,  bat  in  taking  any  interest  whatever.  The  i 
committee  baa  recommended  no  provision  in  re- 
lation to  this  scandalous  depravity,  from  a  suppo- 
sition that  the  parties  hare  their  remedy  in  the 
courts  of  justice.  Here,  with  all  deference,  I  must 
venture  to  beliere  the  committee  is  mistaken,  and 
to  hazard  an  opinion  that  we  hare  here  (bund  a 
mischief  that  will  haunt  our  country  until  this 
mighty  institution  shall  be  no  more*  How  shall 
the  injured  party  acquire  redress  t   This  Qovera- 


meot  has  neither  inserted  anything  in  the  charter 
nor  passed  any  other  law  to  aflord  bim  redresa, 
and  probably  is  unable  to  do  so,  for  the  affair  hav- 
ing transpired  in  the  interior  of  a  State,  between 
citizens  of  the  same  State,  neither  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  nor  aoy  law  we 
could  constitutionally  pass,  could  gire  the  Federal 
courts  jurisdiction ;  and  I  understand  that  the 
friends  of  the  bank  contend  that  the  State  Legia- 
latures  hare  no  authority  to  tax  or  coot/ol  the 
conduct  of  the  United  States  Baak.  But  if  the 
Sute  courts  had  what  mar  be  taken  as  a  right  of 
jurisdiction  orer  this  banx,  it  would  of  necesaitr 
be  an  abstract  sort  of  poitrer,  to  which  the  baafc 
would  not  be  tangible.  The  State  puniahes  the 
natural  persons  of  its  territory  for  crimes,  by  fine, 
imprisonment,  or  death — it  punishes  or  restraiaa 
State  corporations  by  stipulations  of  charter,  and 
its  risitatorial  power  as  the  founder  of  such  iosti* 
tutions.  If  )rou  yield  an  authority  to  the  State 
courts  to  punish  the  United  States  Bank,  then  in- 
form me  how  the  power  shall  be  jexercised,  or 
admit  its  impracticability.  The  State  caaoot  cer- 
tainly reroke  the  charter  of  the  United  Statea 
Bank,  nor  can  it  imprison  it.  In  truth,  the  laws 
of  the  States  only  recognise  and  adapt  themaeivce 
to  ideal  pf  rsooages,  existing  by  the  enactment  of 
the  same  public  authority  which  apake  thoae  la  we 
into  force,  and  has  no  more  application  to  this 
corporation,  than  to  ghosts  of  the  dead. 

1  differ  in  opinion  with  my  honorable  colleagiad 
(Mr.  JoBiwqa)  who  would  repeal  the  bank  char- 
ter, because  he  belieres  that  Congress  had  no  Con- 
stitutional power  to  establish  a  baak.  I  enteriaia 
(as  I  always  did)  the  conviction  that  Coagraia 
has  power  to  pass  a  law  chartering  a  baak,.ai4 
moreorer  beliere  thnt  it  possesses  the  power  to 
repeal  the  act  of  incorporation,  or  any  other  law 
which  it  has  preriouslr  enacted.  Gentlemen  who 
beliere  with  me  that  the  charter  is  Coostitutiooal,. 
aad  yet  contend  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
repeal  it,  must  chalk  a  new  course  of  reasoning, 
different  from  that  usually  pufsued  by  those  who 
hare  hitherto  opposed  the  extensioa  of  Federal 
power.  The  customary  allegation  has  been,  that 
this  or  that  power  is  not  of  the  subjc^ct-matter  con- 
ferred by  the  Federal  Constitution ;  but  the  paa- 
sage  of  the  act  of  incorporation^  in  1816.  admitB 
a  national  bank  may  be  a  sufajeqt  of  Federal  le- 
gislation, and,  if  so,  we  may  make  or  repeal  laws 
applicable  to  that  sufajject.  Bren  those  who  deny 
us  the  power  to  legislate  on  banks,  will  rote  kir 
our  power  to  cepeal;  for,  if  an  unconstitutional 
law  has  been  paased,  it  would  become  our  dntf , 
by  a  declaratory  act,  to  annihiUte  the  illicit  force 
ofsuch  a  measure.  Bxclusire  of  the  rules  for  the 
government  of  the  bank,  the  act  of  incorporation 
furnishes  certain  conditions  which  affect  the  exist- 
ence of  the  institution.  The  Gorernment  agreed 
to  enter  into  partnership  with  the  other  stocktiold- 
ers,  and  to  form  a  trading  pompany,  to  deal  ia  ex- 
change, dbc,  the  capital  to  consist  of  935,000,000. 
Ooe  condition  not  only  stipulated  the  advance 
of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  (the  capital 
of  the  concern,)  by  the  subscribers,  but  required 
that  the  funds  should  consist  of  a  cerUin  quality— 
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00  mneh  id  speeie,  and  the  residue  in  specie  or 
pablie  secaritie^— which  condition  wts  not  less 
essential)  in  calling  for  quality,  than  with  regard 
to  quantity.  Another  important  feature  of  this 
condition  was,  that  those  funds  should  be  col- 
lected into  an  aggregate  capital  within  a  limited 
time— «iz  and  tweWe  months.  But  the  essential 
conditionsj  thus  affeciinff  the  nature  and  existence 
of  the  institution,  hare  failed,  by  the  non-compli- 
ance of  the  subscribers,  or,  more  properly  speak- 
ing, by  the  default  of  tne  corporation,  or  its  con- 
trolling officers,  who  were  the  legitimate  repre- 
sentatires  of  the  collective  subscribers.  It  is 
true,  the  corporation  was  authorized  to  commence 
operations  on  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment 
or  eight  millions  jfou^  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  specie  and  stock.  This  sum,  howeyer,  was  con- 
sidered as  only  a  fraction  of  the  capital;  and  the 
legislatiTc  expectation  dwelt  as  strongly  on  the 
second  and  third  as  the  first  instalment,  and, con- 
sidered its  adreoce  and  quality  as  conditions 
which  most  have  been  material,  as  the  amount 
and  sort  of  capital  is  always  material  in  the 
formation  of  companies  of  limited  partnership. 
The  advance  of  the  first  instalment,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  municipal  lawyers,  would  be  a  condition 
precedent,  whilst  the  payment  of  the  second  and 
third  instalments  were  properly  conditions  sub- 
sequent; and  it  will  not  be  aenied  that  conditions 
subsequent  are  as  material  to  defeat  an  estate,  or 
right,  as  conditions  precedent.  If  there  has  been 
m  non-performance  of  the  conditions  affecting  the 
Tery  existence  of  the  corporation,  nothing  more 
<an  be  necessary,  on  our  part,  than  a  declaratory 
act  of  legislation,  apprizing  society  that,  the  con- 
ditions being  unperformed,  the  company  of  sub- 
scribers are  not  entitled  to  exercise  or  continue 
the  corporate  powers,  which  could  not  be  claimed 
except  on  a  supposition  of  a  performance  of  con- 
ditions. In  illustration  of  this  idea,  let  us  imagine 
a  non-payment  of  the  first  instalment  required  by 
the  charter,  and  that  the  subscribers,  after  paying 
but  a  tenth  of  that  instalment,  haa  usurped  the 
powers  of  a  corporation,  under  pretence  of  the 
charter :  would  any  gentleman  doubt  the  power 
or  propriety  of  enacting  a  law  declaring  the  non- 
penormance,  and  announcing  the  invalidity  of 
the  charter?  Congress  has  the  same  right  to 
announce,  hj  a  declaratory  law,  to  the  commu- 
nity over  which  it  presides,  the  non-performance 
of  the  conditions  oithe  two  last  instalments,  and 
to  make  such  provisions  as  will  insure  a  just  dis- 
tribution of  the  funds  which  would  revert  to  its 
individiial  owners.  Gentlemen  may  talk  of  the 
unconstiiutionai  strides  of  convicting  the  corpo- 
ration or  its  members  of  offences  without  judicial 
investigation  or  jury  trial.  In  the  view  I  have 
this  moment  presented,  neither  the  corporation 
nor  its  members  are  convicted  of  crimes,  as  the 
mere  non-performance  of  a  condition  is  no  crime ; 
for  if  you  give  or  promise  me  an  estate,  on  my 
performance  of  a  certain  act,  and  I  omit  the  per- 
formance, no  one  imagines  that  I  am  to  be  charged 
with  crime,  or  dragged  to  court,  or  tried  by  a  jury, 
for  mv  neglect :  the  issue  of  the  affair  is,  that  I  can- 
not Claim  the  estate  without  showing  a  perform- 


ance, A  visitatorial  power  is  found  to  exist  some- 
where over  all  corporations— a  power  competent 
to  correct  its  abuses,  or  revoke  its  charter  when 
violated  and  forfeited.  In  England,  corporations 
are  frequently  created  by  the  mere  grant  of  the 
Executive  magistrate ;  and  of  such  corporations, 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  (which  in  that  coun- 
try is,  or  originally  was,  an  arm  of  the  Executive 
department)  is  the  visitor,  and,  by  mandamua  or 
quo  warranto,  corrects  or  destroys  the  corporation  j 
and  the  Parliament  may  exercise  the  same  power 
without  the  aid  of  the  King's  Bench.  The  act 
of  incorporation  here,  as  regards  its  nature  and 
incidents,  must  be  interpreted  by  a  reference  to 
the  common  law,  from  whence,  and  not  from  the 
ctTil  law,  we  have  borrowed  our  notions  on  this 
subject.  At  common  law,  every  corporation  is 
subject  to  the  visitatorial  power  of  its  founder. 
But  Congress  is  the  founder  of  this  corporation, 
and  therefore  possessed  of  that  visitatorial  power 
which,  for  sufficient  cause,  may  correct  or  destroy 
the  institution. 

I  submit  another  tiew.  This  mighty  institu- 
tion had  its  Inception  in  an  act  of  sovereignty ; 
and,  having  derived  its  existence  from  legisla- 
tion, it  seems  peculiarly  fit,  or  probably  abso- 
lutely necessary,  that  its  fate  should  be  sealed  by 
a  like  act  of  legislation,  if  it  be  worthy  of  death. 
The  courts  of  England,  by  judgment,  will  oust 
corporations  of  their  privileges,  where  those  priv« 
ileges  are  merely  derived  from  the  Executive 
Magistrate,  or  for  good  cause  repeal  or  revoke 
other  Executive  grants ;  but  the  courts  have  never 
revoked  acts  of  Parliament,  or  grants  contained 
in  them.  So  if  Congress,  by  a  general  law,  au- 
thorizes the  President  to  grant  lands  to  soldiers, 
and  he  grants  land  to  one  who  was  not  a  soldier, 
the  courts  would  repeal  the  grant,  as  having 
issued  without  authority.  But  if  Congress  by  a 
particular  law  grants  land  to  an  individual,  the 
courts  would  not  revoke  the  grant  for  any  cause; 
for  this  would  be  to  repeal  a  law,  and  conse- 
quently the  exercise  of  legislative  power.  If  it 
be  said  that  Congress  has  conferred  the  power  on 
the  court  by  the  act  of  incorporation  to  repeal 
the  charter,  I  reply  that  this  charter  is  neverthe- 
less an  act  of  Congress ;  that  its  repeal  must  be 
an  act  of  legislation ;  and  that  Congress  cannot 
confer  on  the  courts  the  power  of  legislation. 

The  corporations  of  England  and  of  every 
State  of  the  Union  are  subject  in  some  shape  to 
visitatorial  powers,  by  which  they  are  restrained 
or  destroyed,  when  they  pervert^ the  ends  for 
which  they  were  called  into  being.  But  this 
bank,  if  not  subject  to  the  legislative  authority  of 
Congress,  is  incapable  of  subjection  by  anjr  power 
on  earth,  and  may  with  impunity  extend  its  rav- 
ages of.injustice  on  the  people  and  States  of  this 
continent,  from  Maine  to  Mexico,  and  laugh  into 
insignificance  the  Federal  compact  which  has 
hitherto  afforded  protection  to  the  people,  and  to 
which  the  Federal  family  has  sworn  obedience. 
If  then  this  great  corporation  has  thus  become 
too  powerful  for  the  Government,  and  acknowl- 
edges itself  subject  to  no  law,  and  yet  retains  all 
its  capacity  to  sin,  I  would  aim  a  now  at  its  ex- 
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istence,  even  at  the  risk  of  wreoehiDg  oot  of 
joint  the  CoDstitation  of  the  Union,  which  we  all 

revere. 

The  advocates  of  this  bank  and  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States  deduce  the  authority  of  this 
Govern meot  to  establish  a  bank  from  its  powers 
over  the  Treasury  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
Union.  Admitting,  as  I  do,  the  correctness  of 
their  deduction,  permit  me  to  ask  whether  the 
authors  of  American  polity  could  have  antici- 
pated that  Congress  would  ever  find  itself  disa- 
bl«d  to  make,  repeal,  alter  or  modify,  any  of  the 
laws  in  relation  to  toe  Treasury. 

Conceiving  that  the  bank  has  forfeited  its  char- 
ter^  not  only  by  a  non-compliance  with  the  con- 
ditions, but  by  the  commission  of  crime^and  that 
Congress  has  power  to  repeal  the  act  of  incorpo* 
ration,  I  have  never  had  a  moment's  hesitation 
of  the  expediency  of  the  repeal.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  ought  not  to  repeal,  because  the  good 
faith  of  the  Qovernmeot  is  pledged  to  this  insti- 
tution. What  is  the  import  or  force  of  this 
pledge  of  good  faith  ?  These  expressions  are  re- 
sorted to  on  such  variety  of  occasions,  of  late,  as 
might  warrant  a  suspicion  fhat  they  were  sus- 
ceptible of  application  to  all  cases;  and,  if  so. 
ought  not  to  be  used  in  any  case.  Is  it  that  moral 
obligation,  perfect  or  imperfect,  imposed  on  Gov- 
ernment in  consequence  of  a  promise  or  prom- 
ises? Be  it  so,  unless  you  afford  me  another 
definition.  But,  if  the  Bank  has  failed  to  comply 
with  the  express  condition  on  which  the  promise 
of  the  Government  depended,  and  has,  by  the 
enormity  of  repeated  crimes,  violated  those  whole- 
aom€  conditions  implied  in  all  charters,  how  can 
it  speak  of  that  good  faith  which  vanished  when- 
ever the  bank  ceased  to  dwell  under  its  protec- 
tion ?  The  charter  being  forfeited,  we  are  remit- 
ted, if  we  think  proper  to  enforce  the  forfeiture, 
to  the  free  condition  of  the  Congress  that  granted 
the  charter,  with  the  additional  advantage  of  two 
▼ears'  experience  of  the  harm  evinced  byr  the 
bank  in  its  infancy,  and  the  ability  to  anticipate 
our  fate  from  its  growing  strength.  When  view- 
ing the  alleged  violations  of  charter,  1  hold  my- 
self bound  to  yield  to  every  fair  Aaim  or  expec- 
tation of  the  corporation,  respecting  its  connexion 
with  Government^  witnout  bias  from  popular 
feeling.  But  having  found  a  violated  and  for- 
feited charter,  and  a  corporation  begging  reprieve 
from  the  fatal  evils  of  its  own  wrongi  then  it  is 
I  find  the  hand  of  mv  constituents  on  me;  nor 
will  I  be  BO  deaf  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  or 
the  dictates  of  justice  as  to  raise  the  monster  from 
the  dead,  or  relieve  it  by  renewing  its  capacity  to 
visit  the  public  with  its  complicated  mischien. 

I  have  acknowledged  my  utter  dislike  to  cor- 
porations of  traffic,  bv  which  a  few  favored  per- 
sonages are  admitted  to  privileges  from  which 
the  people  are  excluded ;  bv  which  a  few  are  per- 
mitted to  trade  to  an  indennite  extent  on  a  defi- 
nite fund  without  subjeoting  their  estates  to  lia- 
'  bility  for  their  debts,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  people 
are  liable,  in  their  persons  and  whole  fortunes,  on 
every  of  their  contracts.  I  dislike  these  corpo- 
rations, because,  the  rights  of  all  men  being  equal, 


every  grant  of  exclusive  rights  to  potent  combi- 
nations or  companies,  being  carved  out  of  the 
previous  claim  of  others,  operates  as  a  propor- 
tionate alienation  of  the  liberty  of  all  other  per- 
sons in  the  community.  But,  above  all,  I  aohor 
the  thing  we  call  a  bank  honua^  it  being  the  price 
at  which  a  legislative  body  sells  to  a  combination 
of  speculators  peculiar  political,  civil,  or  commer- 
cial privileges  from  which  the  people  are  prohib- 
ited. The  price  offered  i^nd  accepted  at  the  cre- 
ation of  this  corporation  was  $1,500,000.  The 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States  never  insulted  the 
Government  by  the  offer  of  a  bonus  or  bribe. 
Say  nothing  of  the  pious  or  useful  objects  to 
which  such  oioney  may  be  appropriated,  (for  it 
can  never  be  just  to  obtain  money  by  injustice,) 
let  the  disbursement  of  such  money  be  such  as 
it  may.  If  corporations  are  absolutely  necessary, 
the  public  gooa  would  justify  their  creation  with- 
out the  immorality  of  selling  political  rights  at 
auction.  But,  the  plea  of  necessity  never  holds 
in  these  bargains,  tor,  however  proper  corpora- 
tions may  be,  the  bonus  is  never  offered  for  a  mere 
charter,  but  always  in  consideration  of  some  pe- 
culiar and  exclusive  privileges  which  may  be 
dispensed  with.  This  notion  of  a  bonus,  lately 
so  familiar  as  to  startle  nobody,  has  found  its  pre- 
cedent in  Europe^  the  institutions  from  whence 
are  annually  gaining  popularity  with  the  mercan- 
tile class  of  this  country.  The  Bank  of  England 
is  bound  to  renew  its  charter  each  twenty  years, 
by  the  advance  of  pecuniary  advantages  to  that 
Government;  but  it  is  due  to  the  character  of  our 
English  ancestors  to  remember  that  their  early 
resort  to  this  degrading  practice  was  the  conse- 
quence of  misfortune  and  evils,  which  gives  them, 
at  least,  the  show  of  an  excuse,  to  which  our 
Government  has  no  pretension.  I  remember  the 
circumstances  attending  one  renewal  of  the  Eng- 
lish bank  charter,  which  are.  not  materially  dif- 
ferent from  those  accompanying  all  the  earlier 
renovations  of  charter.  In  1708,  Parliament,  by 
its  vote,  granted  to  the  dueen  upwards  of  £2,000,- 
OOO'for  maintaining  the  forces  in  her  pay  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  for  subsidies  payable  to  her  allies, 
et  cetera.  Whilst  this  measure  was  depending, 
the  Ministers,  having  exhausted  their  ingenuity, 
found  it  impossible  to  raise  even  a  moiety  of  the 
sum,  although  the  whole  was  indispensable.  At 
that  critical  juncture  the  Bank  appeared  before 
Parliament,  as  a  saving  angel,  with  propositions 
for  a  renewal  of  charter,  and  an  offer  to  advance 
the  sums  wanted.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  ob- 
serve that  the  offer  was  accepted.  We  have  no 
such  palliative  to  cover  our  departure  from  prin- 
ciple in  respect  to  this  bank.  We  copy  the  vices 
of  Europeans,  without  the  trimmings  to  make 
them  passable ;  or,  in  truth,  endeavor,  in  our  day 
of  national  prosperity,  to  imitate  the  traits  of  evil 
deformity  which  circumstances,  and  not  choice, 
have  imposed  on  European  nations. 

It  is  no  cause  of  surprise  that  the  State  banks 
in  every  quarter  of  the  continent  are  terrified  by 
the  threatening  aspect  of  this  institution  of  thirty- 
five  millions.  The  Government  of  the  Union 
has  also  entered  into  partnership  with  the  specu- 
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lators  of  this  great  bank,  and  not  oaijr  become 
the  proprietor  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock,  but  has 
presented  the  company  with  the  whole  national 
revenae,  as  a  capital  to  trade  with,  in  exchange. 
In  short,  the  strong  box  of  the  nation  has  been 
delivered  and  locked  in  the  bank  vaalts.  No 
rival  institation  can  compete  with  one  which 
finds  itself  in  partnership  with  the  national  Gov- 
ernment, and  jn  possession  of  its  revenues.  Not 
only  the  State  banks,  but  the  Slate  governments, 
must  be  Inspired  with  apprehensions  of  insecurity 
from  such  a  combination  of  influential  force,  and 
gentlemen  who  have,  on  other  occasions,  display- 
ed so  much  ingenuity  and  eloquence  on  this  floor 
in  defence  of  State  sovereignties  and  State  rights, 
will,  I  hope,  see  in  the  question  now  on  hand  an 
object  worthy  of  their  exertions;  they  will  not, 
I  am  convinced,  after  having  rescued  the  States 
from  open  atthcks,  tamely  suffer  the  General 
Government  to  organize  and  strengthen  a  mon- 
eyed aristocracy  which  would  devour  the  State 
banks,  intimidate  the  State  governments,  and 
swallow  the  annual  revenues  of  the  country. 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall,  with  a  cheerful  con- 
science, vote  for  the  resolution  of  my  honorable 
colleagtie,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  to  repeal  the  bank 
charter. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  then  intimated  a  wish  to  make 
some  rematks  on  the  subject,  which,  late  as  it 
was,  he  would  proceed  to  do,  at  once,  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  disposed  now  to  hear  him ;  but,  if 
they  wore  desirous  of  rising,  he  would  give  way. 

A  motion  being  made  to  that  effect,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  tne  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  19. 

Mr.  PoiND83(TBR  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  quieting 
the  claims  to  land  in  that  part  of  said  State,  for- 
raerljf  comprised  within  the  province  of  West 
Florida,  derived  from  the  British  Government, 
so  far  as  the  said  grants  interfere  with  those  de- 
rived from  the  Spanish  Government;  which 
said  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  I4ITTLB,  from  the  joint  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  the  public  printing,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLUAMa.  of  North  Carolina^  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles  to  wit: 
<*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Henley ;"  and 
■'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clarke,"  re- 
ported the  said  bills  without  amendment;  and 
they  were  respectively  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  tomorrow. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into  four 
districts  for  the  regulation  of  the  coasting  trade, 
and  of  the  amendment  thereto  proposed,  by  Mr. 
SiL8BEE,for  reducing  the  number  of  districts  from 
four  to  two — 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely; in  which  motion  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Oaa;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Silsb^b,  Wbit- 


KAN,  H0LIIB8,  and  Lincoln.  This  debate  waa 
confined  to  the  representation  from  Massac husetts^ 
and  turned  principally  on  considerations  con* 
nected  with  the  relative  interests  of  the  District 
of  Maine  and  of  Massachusetts  proper.  The 
motion  to  postpone  was  negatived,  but  not  before 
an  effort  had  been  made,  in  order  to  end  the  de* 
bate,  to  lay  the  bill' on  the  table,  wh^ch  was  neg- 
atived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Silsbbe,  as  above,  and  de- 
cided in  the  amrmative. 

The  motion  was  then  renewed  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  carried. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lanas;  and  the  bill  for  designaiioff 
boundaries  of  land  districts,  and  establishing  oP 
fices  for  the  sale  of  lands  remaining  unsold  in 
Indiana  and  Ohio,  were  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, severally  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Armyi 
when  employed  on  fatigue  duty;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberlake ;  and.  An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Ala- 
bama, to  form  a  constitution  and  State  ^ov 
ernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  the  last 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

ARKANSAS  TERRITORY. 

The  House  then  proceeded  lo  the  considfBiir 
tion  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  separate  TerriHorM 
government  io  the  southern  p^ti  of  the  Misspufi 
Territory. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robirtsom,  of 
Kentucky,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  erasaie 
of  the  amendment  yesterdaj  adopted,  10*  recom- 
mit the  billto  a  select  committee,  with  instpuclioos 
to  strike  out  these  words :  ^And  all  children  'bora 
of  slaves  within  the  said  Territorv,  shall  be  free, 
but  may  be  held  to  service  unill  tne  age  of  twen- 
ty-five years." 

And  the  qu|ftion  being  taken  thereon,  was  de- 
cided as  follows:  For  the  recommitment  88, 
against  it  88. 

YxAS — Measn.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Ant- 
tin,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bass^tt,  Bag- 
ley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Blonnt,  Bivan,  Burwell,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  CampbeU,  Cobb,  Colston,  Ooak» 
Crawford,  Cmger,  Davidson,  Desha,  Barle,  Edwards* 
Brvin  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  OarneU,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hogg,  Hohnes,  Johasoa 
of  Virgiaia.  Johasoa  of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Kinsej, 
Lewis,  Little,  Lown^s,  MeLane  of  DeL,  McLean  of 
lUinois,  McCoy,  Maxr,  Mason  of  MassachnseHi,  Mer- 
cer, Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M»  N alson*  Meahil^ 
New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen,  Parrott,  Pogram,  Peter, 
Pindall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Queries^  Reed  of  Md., 
Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Bawjer, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocnmb,  8.  Smith,  Bailaid 
Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of 
North  Carolina,  Stom,  Strother,  Staart  of  Magrland* 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vucginia^  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of 
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KentQckj,  Wliitiii«B»  and  Wfllismi  of  North  C«r- 

NATft-^MeMta.  AduMf  Allen  of  MtMtehiiMili,  An- 
dofMn  of  FenniyNwiay  Bafber  of  Ohio,  Bstamany 
Bomott,  BodoB,  Bom,  Clagett,  Comttock,'  Crafts, 
Cothman,  BaiHogton,  Drake,  Bllieott»  Fo]ger,  Ful- 
lor,  Gage,  CKlbert,  Halo,  Hall  of  Dolawaio,  Haa* 
Inroock,  Hondricki,  Herkiiner,  Herrick,  H«ister«  Hitch* 
ooek»  HopkinfOD,  Hoatetter,  Hubbard,  Hooter,  Hont- 
iDgtoD,  Irving  of  New  York,  Kirtland,  Lawyer, 
Lincoln,  Lion,  Liyermore,  W.  Maclay*  W.  P.  Maclay, 
Mavehand,  Maaon  of  Bhode  Idand,  Merrill,  Milia, 
Bobert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Mor- 
lay,  Jeremiah  Nelaoo,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patteraon, 
Pawling,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Rice,  Rich,  Richarda,  Rogera, 
RoXglM»  Sampson,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Ser- 
geant, Seybert,  Sherwood,  Silabee,  Southard,  Spencer, 
Tallraadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Town- 
oend,  Upham,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Weaterlo,  White- 
aide,  Wilkin,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of 
New  Tork,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of 
Penneylvania. 

There  being  an  equal  dinsioo,  (he  Spkakbr 
declared  himself  In  the  affirmative;  aod  so  the 
amid  motion  was  tarried ;  and  Messrs.  Robert- 

BOM,  6lL0BfiB,  BufilTELL,  M'lLLS;  and   LOWNDBB, 

were  appointed  the  said  eommitt'ee.    « 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  this  day  referred  the  bill  establishing  a  sep- 
arate TerritoriJEil  government  for  thesouiUern  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  with  instructions  to 
amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  these  words: 
**  And  all  children  born  of  slaves  within  the  said 
Territory,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  ser- 
vice until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,''  reported 
the  same,  amende^l  agreeably  to  the  said  in- 
structions, r 

Mr.  Merger  expressed  his  views  of  this  ques- 
tion in  a  short  speech. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  to  concur  with 
the  select  committee,  in  striking  out  the  said 
Words,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  89, 
nays  87,  as  follows : 

z  sAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bassett,  Bay- 
ley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Biyan,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Colaton,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Crttger,  Cidbreth,  Davidson,  Desha,  Barle, 
Edwards,  Ervin  of  South  Carolina,  Tkhtr,  Fk»yd, 
Qamelt,  HaH  of  North  Carolina,  Harriaon,  Hogg, 
BeloMi^  Jobnaott  of  Tirginia,  Johnaon  of  Konlaeky, 
loOM,  Kioaejy  LeWla,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLoaa  of  BUaola,  MeCoy,  Man,  Maaoa 
of  Maasachiiaetta,  Moiaer,  Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T. 
M.  Neieoa,  Neabitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen, 
PanraU,  Pmian,  Pelsr,  Piadallt  Pleaaant%  Poindoxter» 
Qaariea,  Reed  of  Maiyknd,  Rood  of  Oeoigia,  Rhoa» 
Ruigfpl4»  Robeiisen,  Sawyer,  Settle^  Shaw,  Simkiae, 
Slocomb,  S.  Smith,  Ballofd  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 
Strother,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Terrell  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler^Walker 
of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  Whitman, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Navb — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maasachusetta,  An- 
derson of  Pennsylvania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Boden,Bo8S,  Clagett,  Cooittock,  Crafta,  Cash- 
turn,  Darlington,  Drake,  Blfioott,  Pttlger,  Folisr,  Gage, 


GOber^  Hale,  HaH  of  Delaware,  Hasbnuek,  HesA- 
rickff,  Heikimer,  Heniek,  Heister,  Hitdieoek,  HopUs- 
aon,  Hoatetter,  Hobbard,  Hunter,  Hontingtoa,  Irviaf 
of  New  Tork,  KirtUnd,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Lhui,  liv- 
ennore,  W.  Kaday,  W.  P.  Maday,  Marefaand,  Mft> 
aon  of  Rhode  laland,  Menrill,  MiUs,  Robert  Mooie,  Saaa^ 
nel  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nel* 
aon,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patteraon,  Pawling,  Pitkia, 
Porter,  Rice,  Rich,  Rioharda,  Rogoia,  Rngglea,  8a«^fo, 
Schuyler,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Sherwood^  Silo- 
bee,  Southard,  Spencer,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor, 
Terry,  Tompkins,  Townaend,  Upham,  Wallace,  Wea- 
doTor,  Weaterlo,  Whiteside,  WiUun,  Williama  of  Con- 
necticut, Williama  of  New  York,  Wilaon  of  Masaa- 
chusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

So  the  House  determined,  bva  majoricy  of  two 
votes,  to  strike  out  the  clause  impoainff  a  reatrie- 
tion  on  slavery  in  the  proposed  new  IVrrilory  of 
Arkasaaa. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
ioeerting  a  proviaion  ^  thai,  during  the  exiateaee 

*  of  the  Territorial  government  of  Arkansas,  no 
'  slaves  ahall  be  brought  into  the  said  Territorf  p 

*  to  remain  therein  for  a  longer  time  than  nine 
'  mootha  from  the  date  of  (heir  arrival." 

Mr.  PtTKiN  aapported,  at  aome  langth,  the 
araen^meni. 

Mr.  Wbitmam,  of  Maasachasetts,  addresaed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  impeHed,  by  a  aense  of  d«fy 
to  myself,  as  well  as  bj  a  hope  to  be  able  to  throw 
some  light  on  this  subjeef.  to  endeavor  to  etbiblt 
the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  it.  At  this  ataga 
of  the  debate,  the  House  having  become  weary. 
I  cannot  expect  to  gain  much  attention ;  and,  bad 
anj  other  gentleman  exhibited  the  view  which 
influences  my  mind,  I  should  have  beefl  laient. 
Without  some  explanation^  the  vote  which  I  am 
about  to  give  might  seem  inconsistent  with  thai 
which  I  gave  in  Con^minee  of  the  Whole,  ani 
ahoold  have  given  in  the  Hoose,  on  m  similar 
amendment  proposed,  in  the  caae  of  the  admia- 
aton  of  Missouri  ^n  a  State.  I  voted  in  that  case 
against  the  admission  of  slavery  into  that  State, 
i  did  not  ao  vote,  however,  in  expectation  that  it 
would  diminish  slavery  in  the  United  Statea.  I 
do  nol  view  the  aobjeet  aa  noeessarily  iavalvfog 
that  question ;  and,  it  it  be  involved  in  it,  I  thiflE 
it  can  be  toade  manifeat  that  the  reasons  are  ia 
fttwor  of  ita  admiaaioB,  rather  than  iu  rejeettoa.if 
we  woald  )>romote  emancipation,  and  provide  ror 
iha  amelioration  of  ihe  ooniiflon  of  the  alavM. 
No  man  would  abhor  more  a  contrary  tendenar 
than  i  should.  I  shoold  shudder  at  the  idea  of 
adopting  a  measore  fending  to  the  iacreate  ^ 
tHieh  misery  and  wretchedness. 

The  alavea  already  in  the  United  States,  aa  the 
laws  now  are,  can  only  be  increased  by  proerea* 
tion.  The  penalties  against  furrher  importation, 
aod  the  measures  adopted  to  enforce  them,  are 
such  that  we  cannot  rebSonaMy  fear  that  many, 
if  any  more,  will  be  amoggted  Into  the  Union. 
The  permission  of  slavery  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  will  afford  no  additional  facilitiea  to 
the  iotroduotiott  of  thia  nnfbrtiiaate  race  from 
abroad.    The  State  of  Lonisiana,  already  astnh- 
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lished,  lyioA  priociptUy  west  of  the  MissUuppi, 
and  on  the  D&aks  of  it,  and  adjoioiDg  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  without  being  under  any  restriction  in 
this  ptrticuiar,  will  be  the  place  in  which  slares 
will  be  BHiuggled  in,  if  emnggied  at  all.  They 
eonld  not  be  smasgled  into  Arkansas  till  thejr 
had  been  conreyed  three  hundred  miles  through 
Louisiana. 

The  natural  incresse  will  be  the  same,  whether 
in  one  part  of  the  Union  or  the  other;  or,  if  it 
would  be  greater  in  the  Western  country,  it  would 
be  the  consequence  of  an  ameliorated  condition, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  regretted,  as  the  cause  of 
humanity  would  thereby  be  promoted.  This  will 
be  obvious  to  those  who  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  slavery  on  the  Atlantic  sea* 
board  with  tMt  of  the  Western  country.  On  the 
seaboard,  for  from  fifty  to  eighty  miles  into  the 
country,  through  the  whole  of  the  Southern 
States,  the  soil  is  sterile — and  there  it  is  that 
'there  is  the  greatest  proportion  of  slaves,  sub- 
jected to  the  most  lamentable  state  of  degradation 
and  misery.  The  produce  is  trifling  and  scanty ; 
the  market  at  the  same  time  high.  The  slave  is 
pinched  and  stinted,  and  allowed,  in  many  in- 
stances, but  his  peck  of  com  per  week  for  his 
whole  subsistence.  In  the  Western  country  the 
produce  is  abundant,  and  the  market  poor;  the 
slave  is  there  well  fed  and  happy.  The  greatest 
kindness  you  can  do  a  slave,  is  to  tempt  his  mas- 
ter to  remove  with  him  to  the  Western  country. 
The  master  will  be  bettered  in  his  own  condition 
at  the  same  time,  and  this  also  will  increase  his 
liberality  to  his  slaves.  All  travellers,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  West,  are  struck  with  the  in- 
creased amelioration  in  their  condition,  as  they 
progress. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which 
I  would  beg  my  friends  to  look  at  this  subject. 
In  the  degree  in  which  you  increase  the  propor- 
tion of  the  free  beyond  that  of  the  slave  popula- 
tion, in  the  same  ratio  yon  increase  the  chance 
for  emancipation,  final  and  total.  To  prove  this, 
we  need  only  to  look  at  some  of  our  sister  States. 
The  majority,  consisting  of  non-slaveholding  in- 
dividnals,  in  those  States,  has  compelled  the  mi- 
nority gradually  to  let  eo  their  hold  upon  this 
species  of  property.  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware^  in  this  way,  have 
nearly  rid  themselves  of  this  reproach  upon  hu- 
manity. The  best  mode,  therdbre,  to  promote 
the  cause  of  a  final  emancipation,  would  be  to 
suffer  the  slaves  to  be  scattered  thinly  over  the 
Western  States.  These  States  will  be  peopled, 
in  much  the  largest  proportion,  bv  those  who  do 
not,  and  who  are  too  poor  to  hola  slaves.  It  is 
the  laboring  class  of  the  community,  and  the  in- 
dustrious yeomanry  of  our  country,  who  will 
emigrate  thither.  The  men  of  wealth,  and  those 
are  pnncipal  slaveholders,  will  not  remove. 
Hence,  the  case  in  the  Western  country^  as  it 
respects  the .  slaves,  will  be  perfectly  similar  to 
that  which  brought  about  emancipation  in  the 
Stales  before  mentioned. 

In  Missouri  it  is  said  that  about  one-fifth  of  the 
population  are  slaves.    These  wera  held,  it  is 


said,  principally  hj  the  Ftench  and  Spanish  peo- 
ple, at  the  time  of  its  cession  to  the  United  States. 
The  population  now  pouring  in  there,  consists  of 
the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the  North.  It  will  soon 
be  the  case  there,  that  the  proportion  of  slaves 
and  of  slaveholders  will  be  comparatively  trifling. 
Can  any  man  believe  that  in  such  case  they  will 
not  there  do  as  has  been  done  in  the  other  States? 
The  majority  having  the  power,  will  they  not 
compel  the  minority  gradually  to  rid  themselves 
of  this  species  of  property?  I  believe,  sir,  it  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  do  otherwise.  Were 
no  restriction  to  be  imposed  on  Missouri,  even 
there  it  is  as  fixed  as  fate  that  slavery  must,  ere 
long,  be  abolished.  If,  then,  it  were  proper  to 
coDsuIt  the  cause  of  humanity  onlv,  in  disregard 
of  every  other  consideration,  we  should  encour- 
age the  dispersion  of  the  slaves  now  in  the  Union 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

Wbat^  sir,  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  cooping  them  up  within  certain  limits?  In 
such  case  the  poorer  whites  would  emigrate ;  the 
slaves  and  slaveholders  would  remain.  While 
the  free  population  would  remain  stationary,  or 
diminish,  the  slaves  would  increase.  The  result 
of  which  would  be,  as  it  ever  has  been,  4hat  the 
slave  must  be  treated  with  more  rigor;  he  must 
be  kept  ignorant,  be  humbled,  and  debased;  for, 
sir,  people  must  and  will  consult  their  own  safety. 
If  the  slaves  should  become  sufficiently  numerous 
to  render  it  possible  to  regain  their  freedom,  if 
they  are  not  degraded  to  the  character  of  brutes, 
they  will  be  tempted  to  combine  and  destroy  their 
oppressors.  In  such  cases  the  white  people  dare 
not  admit  of  the  emanpipation  of  slaves,  lest  it 
should  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  emancipated, 
by  means  of  obstruction  and  observation,  to  be- 
come capable  of  heading  and  exciting  the  slaves 
against  their  masters.  Hence,  in  some  States, 
emancipation  has  been  prohibited  by  law.  The 
condition  of  a  slave  in  such  cases  is  wretched, 
indeed. 

This,  then,  sir,  is  not  a  question  which  ought 
to  be  decided  under  the  apprehension  that  it  will 
increase  the  horrors  of  slavery.  If  it  affects  the 
question,  it  is  wholly  the  other  way. 

As^  to  the  question,  which  has  been  agitated 
with  so  much  zeal,  relative  to  the  power  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  admission  of  a  new  StatCi 
to  cause  a  stipulation  to  be  agreed  to,  preventing 
slavery  or  requiring  its  gradual  abolition,  I  can 
entertain  no  doubt.  We  certainly  have  this 
power.  The  Territories  are  under  the  absolute 
control .  of  the  United  States.  We  have  the 
power  to  admit  them  into  the  Union  as  States  or 
not.  Before  admitting  them,  we  may  require  any 
stipulation  relative  to  their  internal  police  or  mu- 
nicipal regulations  that  we  please,  as  a  condition 
on  which  we  will  agree  to  their  admission.  We 
could  not  require  anything^  I  admit,  repugnant  to 
the  fundamental  articles  ot  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment— such  as  that  they  should  not  be  represented 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent, ^^  the  same  as  the  other  States.  What- 
ever any  other  State  would  be  entitled  to  by  the 
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express  proyisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
we  could  not  deny  to  a  newly  admitted  Slate. 
Nothing  will  now  prerent  an  agreement  with 
any  of  the  individual  States  in  the  Union  as  to 
any  municipal  regulation,  deemed  proper  or  ne- 
cessary for  the  use  of  any  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  the  Union — aod  certainly  the  same  may  be 
stipulated  for  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State,  as 
a  condition  o[  itn  admission.    Gentlemen  have 
said  that,  although  we  might  compel  them  to 
stipulate  in  their  constitutions  that  slayery  should 
not  be  tolerated,  yet,  nothing  would  prevent  their 
altering  their  constitution  after  such  admission ; 
and  that  we  should  have  no  means  of  enforcing 
the  regulation — and  that  we  cannot  make  stipu- 
latjoos  that  we  cannot  enforce.    In  this  I  believe 
there  is  a  mistake.    It  is  true,  perhaps,  that  the 
Uflited  States  could  not,  bv  any  act  of  legislation, 
enforce  the  observance  or  the  regulation.    But, 
sir,  suppose  it  should  be  attempted  to  hold  an  in- 
dividual'as  a  slave,  in  contravention  of  such  a 
stipulation,  would  he  not,  and  could  he  not,  apply 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  by  habeas  cor- 
pus, or  otherwise,  and  obtain  his  liberation? 

These  regulations  are  no  novaity.  They  have 
heretofore  bieen  adopted  on  the  admission  of  new 
States.  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  have  been 
subjected  to  them.  Besides  the  regulations  pro* 
hibiiing  slavery,  we  have  been  in  the  constant 
habit  of  requiring  other  stipulations  of  the  newly 
admitted  Slates.  We  have  required  that  they 
should  not  uz  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutev, 
i^nd  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  for  five 
years  after  the  sale.  Now,  sir,  the  right  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty 
which  could  no  more  be  abridged,  on  the  ad  mis 
sion  of  a  new  State,  than  the  power  to  admit 
slavery.  If  we  can  require  stipulations  for  the 
one,  we  can  for  the  other — and  our  right  hereto- 
fore has  never  been  doubted  to  do  either.  Should 
a  State,  after  its  admission,  in  contravention  of 
the  compact,  as  it  may  be  called,  proceed  to  lax 
United  States  lands,  or  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States,  before  the  expiration  of  the  five  years^  the 
United  States  could  do  nothing  by  way  of  en- 
forcing it  otherwise  than  by  a  resort  to  the  tribu- 
nals of  law  for  relief. 

This,  then,  is  the  power  which  we  have,  and 
can  exercise  whenever  we  deem  it  proper.  In 
some  cases  we  have  exercised  it  in  relation  to  the 
inhibition  of  slavery;  and  in  oihers  not.  We 
have,  1  trust,  exercised  the  power  in  eases  which 
liare  properly  required- it;  and  again  have  omit- 
ted it  in  cases  in  which  it  should  have  been 
omitted.  It  18,  then,  on  the  admission  of  a  new 
State,  a  question,  solely,  of  expediency  aod  policy. 
We  are  now  to  determine  whether  we  shall  ex- 
ercise this  power  in  this  case. 

We  should  oonsiderthat  we  have,  by  our  com- 
mon and  joint  funds,  acquired  a  large  tract  of 
vacant  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi;  that  it 
is  valuable  to  our  country  as  furnishing  a  fertile 
region  for  the  citizens  of  our  country  to  resort  to 
for  the  purpose  of  bettering  their  conditions,  ac- 
quifiBg  property,  and  providing  for  their  chil- 
dren.   The  two  great  aectioos  of  the  Unioni  to 


wit,  the  slaveholding  and  the  iM>n-alaveholding 
sections,  have  an  equal  right  to  its  enjoyment* 
By  permitting  slaverjr  in  every  part  of  it,  the 
non-sJaveholding  portion  will  he  oeprived  of  it ; 
if  not  entirely,  certainly  in  a  very  great  degree. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  people  of  the  Sooth 
cannot  carry  their  slaves  with  them  when  they 
emigrate,  the  benefit  will  be  equally  lost  to  them. 

We  must,  then,  go  on  aa  we  have  b^un  ;  ad- 
mitting some  States  with,  and  some  without,  any 
restriction.  We  have  already  admitted.  Louis- 
iana, lying  principally  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
without  any  restriction,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
Southern  brethren.  We  have  now  decided  to 
admit  Missouri,  with  the  restriction,  with  a  view, 
in  some  measure,  I  trust,  to  the  benefit  of  our 
Northern  brethren.  Why  may  we  not  contihua 
in  the  same  way,  admitting  States  off  against  the 
non*slaveholdioff  States,  westerly,  with  the  ra- 
striction,  and  off  against  the  slaveholding  8tata% 
without  it. 

Qeotlemen  have  said,  that  people  of  the  North 
emigate  to  the  South,  and  readily  assimilate,  and 
become  slaveholders  j  and  that  the  existence  of 
slavery  forms  no  objection.  This  may  be  the 
case,  and  undoubtedly  is,  with  certain  individuaiSf 
and  particularly  such  as  are  able  to  hold  alavee* 
But  It  is  far  from  being  the  case  generally.  The 
people  from  the  North,  who  emigrate,  are  the  in* 
dustrious  yeomanry,  who  till  the  earth  with  their 
own  hands,  and  are  seldom,  if  ever,  able  to  .pur* 
chase  slaves;  and  whose  spirit  of  freedom  would 
revolt  at  the  idea  of  being  compelled  to  work 
side  by  side  with  slaves.  For  proof  of  this,  look 
at  the  States  of  Ohio  find  Kentucky.  The  fer- 
tility of  soil  and  congeniality  of  climate,  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  is  in  favor  of  Kentucky;  vet 
you  can  scarcely  find  a  Northern  man  in  that 
State;  while  Ohio  k  almost  exclusively  peopled 
from  the  North,  and  has  increased  in  population 
much  faster  than  Kentucky.  There  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  an  jT  other  reason  tor  this,  unless  it  is  that 
Kentucky  is  a  slavebolding,  and  Ohio  a  aon- 
slaveholJias  State. 

Gentlemen  abhor  sectional  lines  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  different  descriptions  of  popula- 
tion in  the  Union,  and  so  do  I.  When  they  can 
be  avoided,  I  would  avoid  them.  But  we  have 
them  in  relation  to  this  subject  already.  The 
line  is  distinctly  marked.  It  is,  i  confess,  one  of 
our  misfortunes.  But,sir,  it  is  unavoidable.  Wa 
have  heretofore  found  it  necessary  aod  proper  to 
observe  it  in  forming  States  oorth  of  the  Ohlo» 
without  admittiDg,  and  south  of  the  Ohio  with, 
the  admission  of  slaves.  Haviog  so  begun,  we 
must  continue  on.  And  in  doiDg^  so,  we  must,  as 
in  the  case  of  every  other  legislative  act,  exercise 
a  sound  discretioD,  and  do  that  which  shall  best 
comport  with  the  demands  of  the  different  and 
varying  interests  of  the  different  portions  of  the 
Union. 

I  am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  no  restriction  in  re- 
lation to  Arkansas,  although  I  was,  and  still  am, 
in  favor  of  adopting  it  ia  relation  to  Missouri. 
The  settled  part  of  Arkansas  will  be  south  of  the 
southerly  line  cif  Kentucky.    In  my  opinion,  to 
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4»  iaitfiee  to  ovr  Boothcni  brethren,  they  ooght 
to  MTe  p^rmiMion  to  oarry  with  them  their 
ilairet,  even  farther  north.  Bat  as  Missoari  ex- 
tendi soath  to  this  line,  and  we  coold  not  admit 
slavery  in  any  part,  and  not  in  the  whole,  there 
teemed  to  be  ao  alternative  but  to  confine  the  ad- 
miesioo  of  slavery  to  the  sooth  of  that  line. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  North  need  have  no 
fears,  I  believe,  that  the  slaveholding  States  will 
keeome  predominant,  and  prevent  oar  doing  all 
that  it  may  be  proper  for  os  to  do  to  prevent  this 
growing  evil.  We  now  have  the  namerical  force ; 
we  have  a  majority  of  ten  or  fifteen  in  the  repre- 
sentation on  this  floor  as  a  guarantee  against  it. 
This  majority  will  increase  upon  the  taking  of 
every  ceosvs.  By  recorring  to  the  eensas  of  1800 
and  1610,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  from 
96  to  90  per  cent,  against  the  slaveholding  section. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  slave  portion  of  the  increase 
gives  bot  three^fifths  of  the  increase  to  the  weight 
in  this  House. 

Neither  have  gentlemen  any  caase  of  alarm 
for  fear  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Sooth  will  be 
ilsr  the  repeal  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves.  They  have  hitherto  manifested 
as  mwoh  of  a  disposition  to  pot  a  final  stop  to  that 
■efcrious  practice  as  could  have  been  wished — 
•ad  no  doiibt  can  be  entertained  of  the  steadiness 
of  that  disposition. 

We  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  opposition  to 
the  determination  of  the  slaveholding  States  far- 
ther than  the  Constitation  has  authorized.  These 
Stifles  Were  sovereign,  and  could  make  what  regu- 
lations they  would  as  to  slavery.  They  have 
delegated  to  as  no  other,  authority  than  that  of 
prohibiting  further  importation,  after  a  certain 
period.  It  is  then  an  evil  which  we  have  not 
ereated,  nor  does  it  even  exist  and  continue  by 
oar  permission.  We  are,  in  fact,  by  the  most 
aolemn  obligation,  precluded  from  the  right  to 
molest  those  States  m  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
Not  having  the  power  to  prevent  it,  the  iniquity 
cannot  lie  at  our  doors.  There  is  no  ground  on 
which  we  can  demand  to  be  their  conscience- 
keepers.  They  must  answer  for  the  wrong,  and 
BOt  we. 

Uader  this  view  of  the  subject.  I  shall  deem  it 
mtj  duty  not  to  vote  in  favor  of  toe  restriction  in 
relation  to  Arkansas— at  the  same  time  I  shall  go 
any  reasonable  length  with  those  who  would  in- 
liit  upon  the  restriction  in  relation  to  Missoari. 

Mr.  Taylor,  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
modified  the  amendment,  to  read  as  follows : 

'*That  neither  skvery  nor  invKdoatair  aendtode 
shall  hereafter  be  introdnoed  into  the  aiid  Territory^ 
otherwise  thtn  for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whersiof 
file  party  shall  have  bean  duly  convieted." 

Mr^MaaoBR,  after  earnestly,  and  at  some  length, 
sapporttng  his  views  on  this  subject,  moveo  to 
amend  the  proposed  amendment,  by  adding  there- 
to  the  following  proviso: 

•*  Pramded,  That  nothbg  herein  shall  divest  the  in- 
habitants of  Atkansas  of  their  rights  of  property  in  the 
ahivee  which  they  now  hold»  or  the  nataral  in 


tbeveefi  nor  Is  entitle  U  Us  freedom  may  slave  carried 


therein,  and  held  Oers  fbr  a  period  not  exceeding  i^e 
months.'' 

This  motion  was  negatived  witlftut  a  divia- 
ipD  ;  and, 

«  The^uestion  being  then  taken  on  Mr*  Tat^* 
Loa'a  amendment,  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tire— yeas  86,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

Tx  AS— -Messrs.  Adsms,  AUfo,  Andenon,  of  Pa^  Bar- 
ber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  BenneH,  Bodan,  Bosa,  dageMw 
Comstock,  Crafts,  Cnshman,  Darlington,  Drake,  BlU* 
oott,  Folger,  Fuller,  Oage»  Oilbeit^  Hale,  HaU  of  Del- 
aware* HasbroQck,  Hendricks,  Herkimor,  Henio^ 
Heister,  Hitchcock,  Hopkinaon,  Hostetter,  Habbard, 
Hunter,  Huntington,  Inring  of  New  Yorl^  KirtlandC 
Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  Maclay,  W. 
P.  Maclaj,  Marchand,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Merrily 
Mills,  Robert  Moore,  Samnel  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley, 
Murray,  Jer.  Nelson,  Of le,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patterson, 
Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Rtdi,  Richards,  Rogers,  Bog- 
gles, Sampson,  Batage,  Schuyler,  Scndder,  Serfeant, 
Seybert,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Southsrd,  Spencer,  Tall- 
madge,  Tair,  Taylor,  Teriy,  Tompkins,  Townsend, 
Uphsm,  Widlaee,  Wendover,  Weslerlo,  Whiteside, 
Wilkin,  Williaas  of  GoaneetioQt,  Williams  of  New 
Tink,«nd  Wilson  of  Pennsylvaaia. 

Njlts — ^Messrs  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aoa- 
tin,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Viigfaiia,  Bassett,  Bay- 
ley,  Beeeher,  Blooafleld,  Bk>nnt^  Byran,  Buiweii, 
Batler  of  Lonisiana,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Celstoa,  Cewk, 
OrawAird,  Cniger,  Culbreoi,  Davidson,  Desha,  Barie, 
Bdwaid^  Bnrin  of  Soath  CasoliBa,  Fisher,  Floyi, 
Gwmett,  HaU  of  North  Gasoli^  Harrison,  Hog«, 
Holmes,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jehneon  of  Ksatoeky, 
Jones,  Kinesy,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLaae  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  UUnoiSy  MeC^,  Man,  Maeoft 
of  Massachusetts,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Hack  Noleon, 
Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden, 
Owen,  Panott,  Pegram,  Peter,  PindaU,  Pleasanto, 
Poindezter,  Porter,  Queries,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed 
of  Geoigia,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawver,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocomb,  Samoel  Smith,  BaK  Smith, 
Aleiandcr  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North 
Carolina,  Storrs,  Strother,  Stnart  of  Maryland,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tncker  of  Tirghiia,  Tacker  of  Sooth  Car^ 
olina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolma,  Walker  of 
Kentacky,  Whitmui,  end  WiBiams  of  North  Osr- 
oliaa. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then,  after  stating  that  he  thought 
it  important  that  some  line  should  be  designated 
beyond  which  slavery  should  not  be  permitte4| 
&c.,  moved  the  following  amendment  as  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  bill: 

**  That  neither  slavey  nor  invehmtaiy  earritodb 
shall  hereafter  be  introduoed  into  any  part  of  the  Tae- 
ritoriea  of  the  United  Stales,  lying  north  of  86  dsgieee 
and  SO  minotea  of  north  latitade?' 

Mr.  LiWRMoas  conceived  thie  proposition  to 
be  made  in  the  true  apirit  of  eompromise,  which 
ooffht  to  be  met,  but  suggested  a  different  line. 

Mr.  EtasA  opposed  this  amendment,  and  spoke 
against  any  amendment  or  restriction  of  tlie  sort, 
as  oacoostitoiional,  and  iacoosistent  with  the 
treaty  with  France,  whieh  transferred  to  oe  the 
territory  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr. OoLB  wasagalaet  the  amendment,  became 
opposed  to  any  compromise  by  which  slavery  ia 
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toy  of  the  Territories  should  be  recognised  or 
sanctioned  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Strotbbr  thooghc  it  would  be  better  to 
withdraw  the  amendment,  and  bring  forward  the 
principle  in  a  separate  bill,  and  argued  in  support 
of  bis  riew  of  the  qnesiioo. 

Mr.  HAHRiBOif  assented  to  the  exj^ediency  of 
establishing  some  such  line  of  discrimination ; 
bat,  for  reasons  which  he  explained  at  large,  pro- 
posed a  difierent  one,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  as  follows : 

«« That  all  that  part  of  the  present  Temtoiy  of  Mis- 
soQii,  lying  north  of  a  line  to  be  nm  dne  west  from 
the  month  of  the  river  Des  Moines  to  the  tenitorial 
bonndaiy  of  the  United  States,  shall  foim  a  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  the  laws  now  m  force  in 
the  said  Tenritoty  as  well  as  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
fTSSB  prohihiting  slaTory  or  ioTohintaiy  serritode  in 
said  Territory  of  IGchigan,  shall  be  in  fbroe  in  that 
part  of  tiie  Missonri  Tenitory  lying  north  of  the  said 
east  and  west  line." 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginis,  was  opposed  to  Mr 
Taylor's  aroeodment,  and  to  all  others  of  a  sim* 
ilar  character;  and  spoke  with  much  earnestness 
against  the  proposition  at  some  length,  as  partial 
and  inexpedient;  arguing  that,  if  the  principle 
was  wrong  in  itself,  (and  the  question  had  been 
discnssed  on  principle  alone,)  it  ought  not  to  be 
withheld  from  one  part  of  the  Territory  and  ap- 
plied to  another;  that  it  was  legislating  partially, 
by  applying  a  rule  to  one  portion  and  a  different 
rale  to  another  portion  of  citizens  having  equal 
Mhtsand  placM  under  similar  circumstances. 
Irthe  rale  was  wrong  at  the  25th  degree  of  lati- 
tude, it  was  equally  so  at  the  40th.  He  argued 
that  it  was  as  impolitic  as  it  was  unjust  to  draw 
this  line;  it  was  proper  to  let  a  future  Congress 
aet  on  it,  as  should  then  appear  expedient ;  and 
this  opinion,  as  well  as  others  which  ne  advanced, 
he  maintained  at  some  length. 

Mr.  A11DCR8ON,  of  Kentucky,  gare  the  amend- 
ment his  unqualified  disapprobation.  It  was  no 
compromise— its  friends  asked  everything  and 
gave  nothing — what  they  got  now  was  insured 
to  them,  and  what  they  conceded  now  would 
not  be  binding  on  a  future  Conffress,  and  the 
same  principle  might  be  extended  by  hereafter 
inserting  it  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas  when 
it  should  become  a  State,  'fi^urthermore,  the 
principle  was  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Cession 
with  Prance,  and  he  could  not  agree  to  any  com- 
promise^ even  if  it  were  Atirly  proposed ;  ail  of 
which  views  he  strenuously  enforced. 

Mr.  LivRRMORR  replied,  and  argued  at  length 
to  show  that  the  compromise  was  fair  and  liberal ; 
also  that  the  Treaty  of  Cession  could  not  bind 
Congress  in  this  caM,  as  it  was  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  admit  States  into  the 
Union  by  treaty,  that  the  Territory  was  pur- 
chased, and  it  was  now  competent  for  the  Uov- 
ernment  to  dispose  of  it  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever, either  to  sell  it,  recede,  dbc. 

Mr.  Bbbchbr  followed  in  a  speech  of  near  an 
hour  in  length,  entering  into  an  inquiry  into 
the  whole  sobject  presented  by  the  various  pro- 
positions brought  forward. 

16th  CoH.  id  Sbss.— 41 


Mr.  Cobb  rose  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  a  de- 
bate, which  he  said  was  disagreeable  to  one  p%rt 
of  the  House,  however  agreeable  it  might  be  to 
the  other  ;  and  the  end  of  which,  if  uochecked| 
could  not  be  seen,  as  it  was  impossible  to  foretell 
what  number  of  amendments  mi|[ht  be  presented. 
He  therefore  called  for  the  preotoui  question^  to 
obtain  at  once  a  decision  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bUl. 

The  previous  question  was  refused  by  the 
House — ayes  67,  noes  74 ;  when  , 

Mr.  Taylor,  having  stated  that  he  perceived 
from  the  debate,  as  well  as  from  conversation, 
that  it  was  not  probable  any  line  would  be  agreed 
on  by  the  House,  or  any  compromise  of  opinion 
be  effected,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  bill  waa  Uien  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time'. 


Saturoat,  February  20. 

.Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaimS|  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees  HilL''  ris- 

Eorted  the  same  without  amendment,  ana  the 
ill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoki 
to  which  is  committed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
oiittee  of  Claims,  made  at  the  last  session,  ou 
the  ease  of  Mary  Sears  and  William  B.  Stokea* 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  Committee  00  so  mucb 
of  the  Public  Accounts  and  Expenditures  as 
relate  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  made  a  d&> 
tailed  report,  accompanied  with  sundry  docu* 
ments  and  statements,  which  were  receiyed; 
when  Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill,  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment,'' passed  the  SOth  of  April,  1810; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  t|^e  Whole. 

Mr.  NfiWTOM,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  passenger  ships 
and  vessels,''  made  a  report  on  the  said  amend- 
ments; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Johrson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Roth  Reed ;  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
William  Reed,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  suppJemeo- 
ury  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plbabants  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  vessels  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter  be 
named ;  [directing  that  all  public  vessels  now 
building  or  to  be  built,  shall  be  named  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  according  to  the  following  rule^i  viz : 
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Bhips  of  the  first  class  to  be  called  after  the  States 
of  toe  UdIod  ;  those  of  the  second  class,  after 
the  RiTcrs  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  the 
third  class,  after  the  principal  Cities  and  l^owns ; 
taking  care  that  no  two  yessels  in  the  Nary  bear 
the  sanoe  name.] 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readinff  to-day. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the  acts 
concerning  the  coasting  trade ;  and  the  amend- 
ipents  to  which  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  establishing  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 
ernment in  the  Arkansas  Territory  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed* 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITEB  STATES. 

The  House  then  again  resolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  motion  to  repeal 
the  charter  of  the  bank  being  still  under,  consid- 
ermtion. 

Mr.  LowiiDpi,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  tba,t  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Pindall,)  who 
End  last  addressed  the  Committee,  had  diseus$ed 
the  policy  of  the  law  which  chartered  the  bank, 
the  motives  of  Congress  in  passing  it,  and  those 
<if  the  Bi^ecutlve  Government  in  the  measures 
wflieh  had  been  adopted  for  carrying  it  inip  effect. 
He  would  not  enter  into  these  topics.  The  sub- 
ject was  large  enough,  without  digression,  to 
occupy  their  whole  attention  for  the  time  which 
it  would  be  reasonable  to  appropriate  to  this  de- 
bate. If  the  reputation  of  the  fourteenth  Con- 
^ress^  or  of  the  late  Administration,  could  be 
iippaired  by  observations  or  circumstances  like 
those  which  had  been  adduced,  he  would  say  of 
both,  that  they  were  not  worth  defending.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  indeed,  it  was  not  im- 
probaMle  that  he  might  advert  to  facts  which 
would  repel  the  conclusions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  but  he  would  not  deviate  from  the 
strict  line  of  his  argument,  to  engage  in  so  useless 
a  controversy. 

The  committee,  of  which  he  had  had  the  honpr  to 
be  a  member,  had  expressed  an  opinion,  in  respect 
to  the  first  ojjerations  of  the  bank,  correct  enough^ 
perhaps,  In  its  general  principle,  but  (erroneous, 
as  It  seemed  to  him,  in  its  application.  They 
say,  '*  that  the  bank  could  have  proceeded  grad- 

*  ualty,  growing  with  the  growth,  and  streoglh- 

*  ening  with  the  strength  of  the  nation,  as  it 

<  emerged  from  the  evils  of  the  flood  of  paper 
'issued  from  the  local  institutions.    The  bank 

<  could  have  felt  its  way,  and  increased  its  means 
'  with  the  increasing  demands  of  the  country. 
'  Such  a  cautious  proceeding  would  have  enabled 
'  it  to  render  invaluable  service  in  checking  the 

*  issue  of  State  banks,  and  bringing  them  to  the 

*  alternative  of  avowed  bankruptcy  or  to  the  per- 
'  manent  resumption  of  specie  payments.^'  He 
was  not  disposed  to  deny,  that,  wnile  a  discredited 
currency  was  circulated  through  the  country, 
while  the  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper  (of  which 
the  war  had  been  the  cause  or  the  apology)  con- 


tinued to  resist  the  introduction  of  real  mone|^, 
the  committee  were  right  in  supposing  that  it 
was  the  interest  of  the  National  Bank  to  com- 
mence its  operations  slowly,  or  to  postpone  them. 
It  was  its  interest  to  leave  it  to  the  Government 
to  fight  the  battles  against  depreciation,  and  to 
come  in  afterwards  as  a  partaker  of  the  victory* 
Bven  after  the  30th  February,  1817,  the  bank 
might  have  pursued  the  cautious  policy  of  with- 
holding its  accommodations  from  the  Government 
and  the  people,  until  the  reduction  of  other  paper 
had  made  its  issues  necessary  and  safe.    It  might 
have  preferred  its  intereat  to  its  duty!     The 
State  banks,  unable  to.copaply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  Coiigresi^  which  ^eman()ed  from,  them 
the  resup^ptioA  of  specie  payments,^  must  hav.Q 
lost  their  credit  with  the  con^muiuxy.    Thf|  Go^i;- 
erpi9,entj  indeed,  mijtM  h%vi^  l^ee^  em|>fM^ai^| 
the  public  f^b^rs  distressed,  aja^  ^^  State  i^ifM-' 
Uitions  hav/e  befo  broMght  ^^to  the  aJuterniitiTQ  pf 
avowed  bankruptcy,"  but  these  cQmpeiitp^a  fidff. 
public  favor  and  emplovmMit  would  have  b^a 
remove^,  and  the  National  Batik  would  hava 
entered  into  the  full  eojoymcat  of  the  monopoly 
which  the  ruin  of  every  other  institution  wpuld 
have  prepared,  this  might  have  been  its  ioieresL 
But  there  were  other  iuterests  to  be  consulted—- 
those  of  the  Government  and  the  people.    The 
bank  had  not  been  established  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  to  its  stockholders  the  harvest  which  suc(^ 
a  poliey  might  provide.    li  was  the  instrument 
by  whose  use  he  hoped  to  secure  the  resumption 
or  specie  paymentsr—constructed,  not  far  its  owa 
sake,  but  for  ours*    The  act  of  the  Legislati|re 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Treasury  Department 
would  snow  how  incompatible  with  the  objects 
of  its  institution  would  have  been  tha;  postpone- 
ment of  its  operations,  or  thfi^gri^dual  commence- 
ment of  them,  which  was  recommeiuled  now, 
when  the  difficulties  of  the. time  were  forgotten. 
The  fourteenth  Congress  wasawarethat  a  narrow 
view  of  its  exclusive  interest  mlffUt  ipduce  the 
National  Bank  to  adopt  the  policy  which  the 
committee  had  described.    l*ae  act  which  they 
passed  provided  that,  as  soon  as  the  amount  oif 
the  first  subscription  (|PB,400,0Q0)  should  be  re- 
ceived, the  bank  should  thenceforth  compaeace 
and  continue  its  operations.    The  twenty-second 
section  reserved  to  Congress  the  power,  if  it 
should  not  go  into  operation  before  the  fir^t  Mon- 
day in  April,  (at  which  time  the  third  instalment 
was  not  due.)  to  declare  its  charter  void.    This 
was  the  measure  of  the  Legislature  to  secure  the 
early  operation  of  the  bank.    Those  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department  were  ip  entire  cQiisopance  with 
its  principle. 

He  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while 
he  read  some  extracts  from  two  letters  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  a  letter  to  tha 
commissioners  for  receiving  subscriptioas,  (dated 
August  15,  1816,)  the  Secretary  says,  **It  is,  in- 
*  deed,  of  high  importance  to  the  people,  as.  well 

<  as  to  the  Government,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
^  United  Stares  should  be  in  an  organized  and 

<  active  state  before  the  20ih  of  February  next, 
^  when  the  paper  of  the  State  banks  which  have 
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'  Dot  retorned  to  metallie  Daymeots  must  be  re- 

<  jected."  Aguo :— '*  It  it  believed  that  the  B«ok 
'  of  the  United  States  majr  be  in  openaioD  before 
'  the  first  day  of  Jaooarr  next "  (before  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  second  iostalmeiit.) 

Mr.  Crawford  (who,  after  the  date  of  the  last 
letter,  bad  saeceeded  to  the  office  of  Seerel|irv  of 
the  Treasury)  writes,  oo  the  39th  of  Nowenoer, 
1816,  to  the  president  of  the  bank^that  "  if  the 

*  Sute  banks  do  not  make  a  simultaaeoqs.efibrt, 
'  it  is  manifest  that^  without  their  co-opentioa, 
'  a  naiioaal  carrencf ,  equal  to  the  iodispensable 
'  demands  of  the  community,  cannot  be  obtained 

<  by  the  20th  of  February  next."  He  asb  who* 
ther  "  it  1$  possible  for  the  bank  to  supply  the 

<  demand  of  the  commercial  cities  which  the  col* 

*  lection  of  the  revenue  arising  from  imports  and 
'  tonnage  will  create  in  the  interval  between  the 

<  20ih  of  February  and  the  1st  of  July."  He 
suggests  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  "  a 
Qovernment  paper  of  some  description^  in  that 
interval,  but  adds,  that  '*it  is  most  ardently  de- 
'  sired  by  the  Government,  tbat  the  necessity  of 
'  resorting  to  the  issue  of  Gk>vernmenl  paper  may 

*  be  avoided  by  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
'  bv  the  Bute  banks,  on  or  before  the  dQtk  of 

*  February." 

The  first  object  which  tbe  Qovernment  expected 
to  be  attained  by  the  National  Bank,  waa  that 
of  throwing  into  general  cireulation,  by  the  ^th 
of  February,  an  amouut  of  notes  sufficient  to 
enable  the  public  debtors  to  comply  with  their 
eogagemeots.  When  it  appeared  impracticable 
that  toe  amount  or  dispersion  of  these  nous  should 
provide  for  the  obieet,  the  next  resource  was  to 
give  to  those  of  tne  State  banks  a  credit  which 
ahonld  enable  the  Treasury  to  receive  them  under 
the  resolution  of  Congress,  These  banks  had 
refused  every  proposal  (or  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  lie  would  not  say  they  were 
unwilling  but  they  were  afraid.io  adopt  them. 
The  remonstrances  and  encouragement  of  the 
Government  were  unavailing.  It  was  then  that 
the  National  Bank,  certainly  not  in  the  spirit  of 
narrojw  jealousy,  entered  into  that  compact  with 
the  State  baoxs  which  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  It  was  impoesiblie 
to  do  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  National  Bank, 
at  least  for  the  first  year  of  its  operations,  without . 
attending  to  the  new  obligatioas  in  which  this 
compact  involved  them.  Proposed  by  the  Bxe- 
cniive  Government,  and  sanctioned  by  it-— re- 
quired by  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  necessary 
to  the  credit  of  the  local  institutions,  there  could 
be  no  other  objection  to  the  act  than  that  it 
accorded  better  with  the  public  interest  than  with 
that  of  the  stockholders.  Under  this  compact, 
the  bank  became  bound  to  discount  six  millions 
fexclusive  of  revenue  bonds)  before  the  20th 
April,  nnd  to  sustain,  with  its  unbroken  credit 
and  iu  whole  capiul,  every  bank  which  joined 
in  the  anrrangement.  The  effect  of  this  compact 
was  not  only  to  force  the  bank  into  earlier  opera- 
tion  than  a  selfish  policy  might  have  recom- 
mended, but  to  oblige  it  to  renounce  the  resource 
which  the  State  banks  might  have  afforded  for 


the  supply  of  specie.  South  of  New  England 
there  was  no  specie  in  circulation.  The  National 
Bank  had  engaged  to  support  the  credit  of  the 
Sute  banks,  and,  if  it  produced  a  demand  of  their 
^pecle,  it  wae  bound  to  aid  them  by  the  loan  of 
iu  own.  He  made  these  observationa  very  muck 
with  a  view  to  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  affivd- 
ing  facilities  for  the  payment  of  the  instalmente 
upon  its  stock.  But  he  did  not  mean  yet  to  ea« 
gage  upon  that  topic.  A  necesfary  coneeq,oaQe0 
of  this  compkctf  the  committee  would  see  to 
have  been,  that,  if  a  Iktf^  amount  of  specie  waa 
necessary  to  the  operauoaa  of  the  bank,  it  ceuU 
be  obtained  only  from  foreign  countries.  Its 
importation  might  have  been  trusted  to  thegrad* 
ual  contributions  of  trade,  and  be  believed  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  been  so*  But 
the  error  of  judgment,  if  it  waa  one,  which  coa- 
siated  in  the  bank's  importing  specie  from  abroad, 
had  no  character  of  bad  fafiih.  Perhaps  it  wae 
uouecessary.  If  it  were  necessary,  it  resulted 
exclusively  from  a  ooiapaot  which  interdicted  aU 
reliance  upon  the  specie  of  the  State  banks. 

If  the  committee,  the6,  should  determine  thai 
the  early  operation  of  the  baak,  and  iu  impor4a> 
tions  of  silver,  were  both  of  them  ii^udioioue 
at  least  they  would  say  that  neither  wascrimioaL 
Perhaps  the  effect  of  both  wae  ii^orions  to  the 
stockholder ;  the  country  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  them.  Bet  the  eecoad  ariide  of  the 
compact  had  drawn  down  the  severe  animadvei^ 
sions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Pm* 
DALL.)  He  had  considered  it  as  obliging  the 
State  banks  to  pay  inurest  for  public  baiancee 
transferred  from  them  to  the  National  Bank,  al» 
though  the  Natiomd  Bank  had.not  undertaken  to 
pay  these  balances  to  the  Government  ia  iuow» 
notes  or  sbecie.  In  other  worde,  he  had  supposed 
that  the  National  Bank,  received  interest  from  .the 
State  banks  on  what  had  been  called  the  special 
deposites  of  the  Government,  He  had  admitted 
it  to  be  fair  and  right  that  the  bank  should  receiva 
interest  on  all  balances  transferred  to  it^  for  which 
it  gave  a  general  credit,  and  which  might  at  any 
moment  be  drawn  from  it  in  coin.  Now,  Mr.  Li. 
«aid  he  did  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that  these  wera 
the  only  balances  on  which  interest  had  been  re* 
ceived  or  claimed.  There  was  in  the  sentence 
which  had  beea  read  a  little  ambiffuity,  (which 
would  have  been  avoided  by  introducing  the  pa> 
renthesis  Lefoie  the  five  words  which  now  pre* 
ceded  it,)  but  this  error  in  style  was  no  serioua 
crime;  and  the  meaning  of  a  compact,  which 
had  been  carried  into  effect  without  objection  by 
either  party*  was  be^t  asceruined  bj  its  executioa* 

Among  the  errors  of  the  bank,  in  its  first  ope* 
rations,  one  of  the  greatest,  as  it  appeared  to  him» 
had  not  been  censored  by  the  committee.  Ha 
alluded  to  the  attempt  to  pay  the  notes  of  the 
bank  and  iu  branches  at  any  office  at  which  they 
should  be  presented.  The  committee  had  said  that 
^  the  relinquishment  of  this  attempt  wasinvolua* 
tary  and  reluctant  j''  but  the  attempt  iuelf,  though 
directed  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  conve- 
nience^ and  urged  by  the  public  wiMt  ^^^  proda* 
ced  80  muchembarnmimeiU  and  injury,  that  aaf 
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exposition  of  the  eondoct  of  the  bank  must  be 
rery  dcfeetiTe  in  which  the  effeets  of  this  injadi- 
eioQs  scheme  were  omitted*  He  hoped  not  to  be 
suspected  of  enlarging  upon  thb  subject  for  the 
poipose  of  supporting  a  farorite  theorv.  Its  ex- 
amination was  necessary,  because  it  baa  produced 
much  of  the  mischief  which  had  been  attributed 
to  other  causes.  He  should  not  hare  to  argue 
that  the  bank  was  not  bound  to  pay  its  notes  in- 
discriminately at  all  its  oflBces.  He  belicTed  that 
nobody  now  contended  that  it  was.  He  should 
not  inquire  how  far  it  could  be  practicable  so  to 
pay  them.  His  proposition  was,  that  the  attempt, 
while  the  situation  of  the  country  made  it  practi- 
cable, would  CTen  then  be  embarrassing  and  in- 
jurious. 

In  erery  system  of  bank  circulation,  the  regu- 
lation of  the  amount  of  discounts  and  issues  is  a 
point  of  the  utmost  importance.    In  banks  which 
redeem  their  paper  by  specie,  the  restraint  upon 
excessive  issues  consists  in  tbis,  that  the  super- 
fluous paper  is  thrown  back  upon  the  bank  and 
ito  specie  withdrawn.    The  directors  of  a  bank, 
with  rery  little  knowledce  of  the  principles  of 
circulation,  and  little  iniormation  as  to  the  cur- 
rency of  other  States,  are  in  this  way  controlled 
in  all  their  operations,  by  a  principle  which  pro- 
portions the  circulating  money  of  the  country  to 
Its  real  business.    He  did  not  mean  to  inquire 
Whether  other  or  better  regulations  of  the  amount 
of  paper  in  cireulation  might  be  adopted.    We 
had  no  other.    But  how  were  the  discounts  of  a 
branch  bank  restrained,  under  the  system  which 
provided  that  the  notes  which  it  issued  should  be 
redeemed  at  OTcrv  office  throughout  the  United 
States?    If  the  balance  of  exchange  were  unfa- 
Torable,  (and  a  profuse  discount  might  at  any 
time  mske  it  so,)  it  would  be  the  interest  of  every 
man  who  got  possession  of  a  branch  note  to  send 
it  to  a  Sute  where  the  exchange  was  high.    A 
bank  note  is  an  order  for  the  payment  of  money ; 
and  if  the  holder  has  the  option  of  drawing  this 
money  at  different  places,  he  will  draw  it  there 
where  money  is  most  valuable.    If  the  discounts 
of  Lexington  were  larger  than  the  business  of 
the  place  required,  and  the  notes  which  were 
issued  there  were  redeemable  nowhere  else,  the 
bank  at  that  place  would  immediately  discover 
its  erro^  by  the  drafts  upon  its  specie,  and  its  dis- 
counts would  be  accordingly  contracted.    But  if 
the  notes  of  the  Iiexington  branch  are  payable  at 
New  York,  however  profuse  may  be  its  discounts, 
the  directors  themselves  discover,  within  the  lim- 
its of  their  observation,  no  inconvenience  from 
their  liberality.    They  have  lent  only  to  those 
whose  possefisioBs  are  sufficient  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  the  specie  in  their  vaults  re- 
mains untouched,  and  the  income  of  the  institu- 
tion is  increased  by  ihe  large  amount  of  their 
loans.    In  New  York,  indeed,  if  we  suppose  the 
exchange  to  be  in  favor  of  that  place,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system  is  quite  different.  There,  how- 
ever prudent  may  be  the  bank  in  limiting  the 
amount  of  its  discounts,  the  increasing  demands 
of  the  holders  of  Lexington  peper  exhaust  its 
resources,  and  force  a  still  further  reduction  of 


its  discounts.  Wherever  the  state  of  exchange 
is  unfavorable,  wherever  the  just  principles  of 
banking  require  a  reduction  of  discounts,  there, 
under  this  system  of  indiscriminate  payment  of 
its  notes,  the  bank  has  nothing  to  fear  from  m 
draft  of  specie,  and  is  encouraged  to  lend  to  every 
applicant.  Wherever  the  state  of  exchange  is 
favorable,  and  on  the  sound  prtDciples  of  baiiking 
an  enlarged  accommodation  mignt  be  given  to 
the  community,  there  the  flow  of  notes,  from 
every  Sate  whose  exchange  is  unfavorable,  con- 
tracts or  suspends  all  the  operations  of  the  bank. 
Thus,  wherever  discounts  should  be  enlarged, 
the  tendency  of  this  system  is  to  reduce  them, 
and  to  enlarge  them  wherever  they  should  be 
reduced. 

It  may  indeed  be  said,  that  the  directors  of  a 
branch  bank,  where  the  exchange  is  unfavorable, 
mav  contract  their  discounts,  although  no  specie 
is  drawn  from  them,  because  they  well  know 
that  they  might  otherwise  produce  a  pressure 
upon  distant  banks.  This  is  to  suppose  that  cal- 
culatioii  of  inconveniences  to  a  distant  branch 
will  produce  the  same  result  which  the  sense  of 
them,  in  their  own  bank,  would  produce.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  parent  board,  at  least,  will  dis- 
cover and  correct  the  error,  and  that  when  the 
excessive  issues  of  one  branch  have  forced  those 
of  other  States  to  redeem  their  notes,  the  control- 
ling board  will  direct  a  transmission  of  specie  from 
the  debtor  bank  which  will  restore  the  balance. 
And  all  this  the  parent  board  will  attempt  to  do. 
They  will  endeavor  to  remedv  the  irregularities 
which  a  better  system  would  have  avoided ;  they 
will  direct,  as  the  directors  at  Philadelphia  have 
continually  done,  what  the  amount  of  discounts 
I  for  their  distant  branches  shall  be — their  orders 
will  often  be  injudicious,  and  ofteoer  ineffectual. 
It  was  no  unfair  'account  of  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  system  of  which  he  was  speaking,  to 
say,  that  it  gave  to  the  branches,  where  the  ex- 
change was  unfavorable,  the  entire  disposition  of 
the  specie  of  those  branches  where  the  exchange 
was  favorable.  Upwards  of  six  millions  of  spe- 
cie have  been  sent  to  the  branch  of  New  York, 
besides  the  amount  which  has  been  paid  by  the 
subscribers  of  the  bank  there ;  but,  in  issuing 
notes,  which  the  bank  of  New  York  haa  been 
obliged  to  redeem,  every  branch  throughout  the 
country  has  drawn  upon  a  fund,  with  whose  con- 
dition, at  the  time,  it  could  not  be  acquainted. 

Such  a  system  might  be  expected  to  produce 
inconvenient  changes  in  the  distribution  of  bank 
capital,  an  extreme  facility  in  obtaining  loans  at 
one  time,  and  unexpected  contractions  of  dis- 
count at  another,  out  it  had  been  eighteen 
months  in  operation,  and  if  his  views  were  at  ail 
correct,  the  experience  of  the  bank  most  exem- 
plify and  prove  them. 

Tbe  embarrassing  eff<^ct  of  the  system  was  de- 
veloped in  Boston,  as  early  as  March  17th,  and 
in  less  than  three  months  after,  in  New' York; 
but  he  hsd  not  time  to  trace  its  history.  An  ex- 
tract from  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the  Bos- 
ton branch  (March  19, 1818)  to  the  president, 
Mr.  Jones)  would  confirm  some  of  the  observa- 
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tioot  whieh  he  had  made:  ^'WheD  the  State 
'  hanka  werediseoaotiog  here,  though  not  largely, 
'  this  bank  called  io,  from  its  debtors^  but  thirty 
'  per  eent.  reguhirly ;  this  placed  them  in  a  better 
'state;  by  redoeiog  their  snms  dtseoonted, con- 
'  siderably,  they  acquired  a  balance  against  the 
^  other  banks;  oat  this  only  induced  a  call  from 
'  the  State  banks  on  their  debtors ;  the  result  is 

*  that,  as  ihey  operate  upon  their  whole  system, 

*  they  haTe  a  remedy.  But  this  branch  has  the 
'  mass  of  paper  thrown  out  at  an  opposite  ex* 
^  treae  to  proride  for,  which  it  cannot,  in  any 
'  case,  haTc  the  wished  for  information.  On  Mon- 
'  day  last  the  bank  made  no  discount  to  be  m'en- 
'  tioned,  nor  had  they  so  done  for  many  weeks 
'prerioos.  They  had  a  balance  of  4^,000 
'  affainst  the  other  banks  in  town,  and  in  specie 
'  about  923,000.  Tuesday  took  from  them  about 
<  930,000  and  Wednesday  about  $50,000,  and  it 
^  followed  that,  as  a  great  proportion  of  this  is  in 
^  Southern  bills,  produced  by  the  scarcity  of  mo- 

*  ney  here,  this  must  produce  a  demand  which 
'  the  specie  of  the  bank,  and  its  balance  against 
'  all  the  other  banks  in  the  town  would  not  half 
'  discharge." 

The  effect  of  the  system  of  paying  the  notes 
of  the  branches  cFcry where;  in  reducing  dis* 
eoonts  where  the  exchange  is  farorable,  and  en- 
larging them  where  it  is  adrerse,  is  exempliied 
by  a  comparison  between  the  discounts  or  New 
York,  and  those  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  In  No- 
vember, 1818,  the  discounts  in  New  York  were 
$1^,874;  those  in  Kentucky,  $3,281,450;  and 
those  in  Ohio,  93,383,700 ;  including,  in  the  two 
last  States^  the  debu  which  were  due  from  banks 
which  paid  interest  for  them.  Thus,  the  two 
agricultural  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  hare 
diseounufrom  the  National  Bank  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  six  millions  and  a  half,  or  exdudiaff 
etock  notes  from  the  calculation,  about  one-fourth 
of  all  the  disoounu  made  by  the  bank  through* 
out  the  United  States. 

It  could  not  be  necessarv  to  enlarge  upon  the 
objections  to  this  unequal  distribution  of  the 
capital  of  the  National  Bank.  But  a  notion  has 
prevailed,  that,  in  respect  to  the  Western  Sutes, 
the  capital  employed  there  has  been  only  that 
which  has  been  finnisbed  by  the  deposites  of  the 
QoTernment.  He  regretted  that  the  directors  of 
the  National  Bank,  who  had  had  it  fully  ip  their 
power  to  remore  this  prejudice,  had  hitherto  ne- 
glected to  do  so.  Mr.  L.  read  many  extracts 
from  the  report  of  a  committee,  lately  made  to 
the  House  of  Representatires  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in'  all  of  which,  the  assertion  was  made 
tbat  the  National  Bank  had  carried  no  capital  to 
the  State,  but  had  been  supported  principally, 
and  almost  entireljr,  by  the  deposites  of  the  Got- 
ernment.  Very  different  was  the  fact.  He  had 
on  his  table  a  calculation  (deduced  from  state- 
niejkU  contained  among  the  documents  which 
had  been  published)  by  which  be  endeavored  to 
infer  the  amount  of  drafts  and  notes  from  the 
offices  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  which  had  been 
paid  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  beyond  the  amount 
which  those  offices  had  paid  on  Atlantic  drafts. 


This  amount,  he  was  confident,  exceeded  fito 
millions  and  a  half.  He  would  be  glad  if  any 
gentleman  disposed  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
would  examine  the  paper.  But  no  specif  it  is 
said,  was  eanied  to  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Ir  the 
branches  in  those  States  had  wagoned  fire  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars  across  the  mountains,  and 
then  lent  them  to  indiriduals,  who  had  sent  them 
out  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  merchandise, 
or  the  payment  of  debto,  it  would  be  admitted 
that  a  capital  to  that  amount  could  hare  been 
transferred  to  the  Western  country.  The  bank 
did  not  do  this.  Instead  of  carrying  the  specie 
to  Ohio  and  there  lending  it,  the  specie  remained 
in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  the  citizens  of  Ohio 
obtained,  not  indeed  silrer  in  the  first  instance, 
but  drafts  and  notes,  which  were  sent  to  the  At- 
lantic  cities,  and  there  drew  out  silver.  If  it  had 
been  proposed  to  the  directors  at  Philadelphia,  at 
the  establishment  of  the  bank,  to  employ  this 
enormous  capital  in  the  Western  States,  they 
would  not  haTC  consented  tbat  a  fourth  of  it 
should  be  so  engaged.  But  the  unfortunate  sys- 
tem which  he  had  endearored  to  explain  had  led 
gradually,  and  almost  without  obserTation,  to  a 
distribution  of  capital  which  otherwise  could  not 
hare  been  granted,  nor  cfcu  asked.  The  direct- 
ors of  the  western  branches  had  not  incurred  the 
imputation  of  speculation  or  of  collusion  with 
speculators;  the  amount  of  stock  pledged,  and 
eren  owned  there,  was  not  large,  and  yet  it  was 
there  that  the  amount  of  discounts  was  most  ex- 
cessif  e.  The  discounts  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio 
he  had  stated  as  amounting,  in  Norember.  to 
more  than  six  and  a  half  millions ;  those  of  Bal- 
timore, at  the  same  time,  were  less  than  nine  and 
a  iialf  millions,  a  moon  less  amount  than  the 
other,  comparing  the  business  of  the  two.  These 
western  discounts  were  the  greatest  impediment 
to  the  successful  administration  of  the  bank.. 
One  of  the  most  important  duties  which  it  be-' 
hoored  the  directors  to  fblfil  was  that  of  maldng 
a  better  distribution  of  their  capital.  But  many 
years  must  elapse  before  the  discounts  of  the  two 
States  which  he  had  mentioned  could  be  reduced 
within  their  proper  limits. 

He  had  just  receired.a  copy  of  the  memorial 
of  delegates  from  the  banks  or  Ohio  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  Sute,  and  was  glad  to  find  that 
their  began  to  understand  the  mischiefs  which 
the  indiMriminate  payment  of  the  National  Bank 
notes  was  calculated  to  produce  ib  the  States 
whose  exchange  was  unfarorable.  TMr.  L.  read 
a  paragraph  from  the  memorial  which  explains 
the  injury  which  that  practice  occasioned,  as  it 
supposes,  to  the  State  or  Ohio.]  If  the  bank  had 
refused  payment  of  the  notes  of  its  branches, 
from  the  commencement  of  its  operations,  the 
memorialists  insist  that  more  of  its  paper  would 
ha?e  circulated  in  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  Committee  would  excuse  him  for  hsTtng  so 
long  dwelt  upon  a  topic  hardly  noticed  in  the 
report,  but  he  bad  thought  it  important  to  show 
how  large  a  part  of  the  complaints  against  the 
banks  resulted  from  a  practice  which  must  be 
considered  as  ai^  error,  not  a  fault,  which  had 
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itKO  cmiNly  abaoilotied  mmd  whreh  h  was  ^- 
MDtlf  Improbsble  thi^  any  fmimn  hotati  «f 
iireetort  woold  renew. 

.  Mr.  L.  next  adtertH  to  tJMt  pen  of  the  report 
•f  the  select  eotnnittee  whicn  eondemiis  the 
•mBfrmeBti  whieb  were  nmde  for  the  T«ymeiit 
of  tin  dividends  upon  bask  ttoek  in  Bogltod. 
TlioeoiBAiitee^do  not  «n4ertake  to  deoide  how 
iir  it  was  objeetionnbie  to  afford  iadooemeate  to 
loreifiiers  to  beeeme  iotereaied  in  our  stock.^' 
^'Bai,  thus  to  compel  American  etoekboklerB, 
nnd  the  GoTeranRnt.  to  conf  ribote  to  the  postible 
loM  of  neytnir  the  diYtdends  to  thoae  abroad  ap- 
pears (tbef  say)  to  be  nnjost.^  He  thought  that 
a  vtry  short  laqniry  would  leiid  the  Committee 
whom  be  addressed  to  a  different  eonclaatoiu 

The  arrangemeot  in  fuescion  involved  two 
eoosiderations.  Oaght  the  Natsonal  Bank  to  deal 
in  exehange,  smd  were  the  terms  on  which  it  sold 
bQls  to  "the  scoekhcldef  abroad"  fair  and  advan- 
tageous? Jt  wns  very  plain,  that,  to  make  an 
arrnqgement  with  the  foreign  stockholder,  by 
whieh  it  was  stipniated  to  make  the  payment  in 
BnghMid  at  par,  six  months  after  the  dividend 
was  declared,  was  snbetantlaUy  to  sell  at  par  bills 

Cyaihle  eix  months  after  date.  Onght  tnea  the 
Dk  to  deal  in  «cehtn|^  7  It  is  the  business  for 
which  the  charter  speciicallv  provides ;  it  ie  per- 
haps for  the  eonntry  one  of  the  most  osefol  oper- 
ations in  which  a  National  Bank  ean  be  engaged 
«-its  appropriate  daty.  It  wovid  do  very  well, 
the  eommittee  seem  to  thiidc,  if  it  were  not  for 
**the  possible  loss"  in  the  transaction..  And  in 
exehange  operations  there  is  certainly  some  risk. 
lo  the  case  of  the  banit,  the  sale  of  bilte  implies 
the  purchase  of  them,  and  bills  may  be  protested. 
Bnt  the  risk  of  the  transaction  was  as  good  a 
reaaon  against  discounting  notes  as  pnrcnasing 
bills.  He  ceuld  not  think,  then,  with  the  com- 
mittee, ^  thai  it  was  unjust  to  oblige  the  Ameri- 
can stockholder  to  contribote  to  the  nossibk 
loss,"  while  he  was  to  share  in  the  probaole  gain 
^  of  paying  dividends  to  those  abroad." 

But  were  the  terms  unreasonable  1  If  the  bank 
deals  in  exchange,  is  the  sale  at  par  of  its  bills, 
where  they  are  payable  six  months  after  date, 
or  four  months  after  sight,  a  sale  for  too  low  a 
price  ?  Let  an  exanaination  of  the  usual  state  of 
exchange  decide  the  question*  An  examination 
of  exchaoM  since  the  bank  had  gone  into  oper- 
ation, might  be  objected  to  as  fnrnishing  no  fair 
criterion  of  the  prudence  of  the  measnre.  Its 
sute  might  have  been  accidentally  fitvorabie. 
But  he  held  in  his  hand  two  statelnents  of  the 
annual  gain  and  loss  by  exchange  in  the  payment 
of  our  debt  in  Europe ;  by  the  one  of  which  it 
appeared  that  the  whole  gain,  after  deducting  oc- 
casional losses  in  remittances  for  the  Dutch  li^ans, 
from  1791  to  1809,  inclusive,  was  upwards  of 
two  hundred  aod  sixty  thousand  dollars ;  and  by 
the  other,  that  the  gain,  after  the  same  deduc- 
tions, under  the  operations  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  from  1802  to  1817,  inclu- 
sive, was  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  doliars.  The  average  price,  then,  which 
the  Qoveinment  had  paid  for  iu  bills,  in  a  period 


of  twenty-six  years,  had  been  considerably  below 
par.  If  the  bank  then  had  engaged  to  sell  billa 
at  par,  it  wonld  have  had  reason,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  twenty-stx  years,  to  thmk  that  the  ar- 
rangement would  be  a  prudent  one ;  Imt,  vpon  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  time  which  it  gained,  its 
price  must  be  considered  as  being  abOTt  one  per 
cent.  aboTC  par. 

But  the  commtttee  suppose  *Uhat  the  mUetta- 
0OM?^  assigned  in  l^e  report  of  the  oommittee  (of 
the  bankf  against  the  measOre  "should  have 
prevented  its  preclpiute  adoption."  ,  Mr.  L.  said 
that  there  were  bnt  two  sentences  in  the  report 
which  referred  at  all  to  this  ^object.  He  read 
them,  and  asked  whether  the  intimation  that  the 
existing  unfavorable  bahiace  of  trade  alone  inflo- 
enced  the  "committee  to  decline  the  unqualified 
recommendation  of  such  an  agency"  was  consid- 
ertsd  as  foraishing  the  ^  able  reasons"  ia  eondeui- 
nation  of  the  measure  ?  In  truth  there  was  no 
reasoning  in  the  report.  But  the  authority  of 
the  committee  was  decidedly  favorable  to  the 
general  propriety  of  the  BMasore  which  had  been 
adopted. 

Among  the  objections  urged  by  the  committee 
(of  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member) 
against  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  some  of  the  most 
serious  were  those  which  regarded  the  amount 
and  character  of  its  discounts.  He  coneuried 
with  some  of  the  views  of  the  committee  upon 
this  sbbjeet.  He  did  not  now  mean  to  speax  of 
discounts  given  to  enable  the  discounter  to  My 
his  instilments  upon  stock.  But,  without  vsibr- 
ence  to  the  object  for  which  they  wer%  employed, 
the  discounts,  with  a  pledge  of  stock,  were,  many 
of  them,  as  the  committee  had  stated,  "exces- 
sive in  amount."  While  "fei  pledge  of  stock  is 
fairly  employed  as  a  naere  substhnte  for  personal 
security,  he  would  not  say  that,  even  when  val- 
ued at  twenty-five  per  oent.  aavaaee,  it  might 
not  be  safe  to  the  bank,  as  well  as  convenient  to 
the  merchant.  As  a  mere  substitute  for  personal 
security,  it  would  imply  that  no  discount  would 
be  BMde  on  it  to  an  amount  which  would  be 
refused  to  the  same  drawer  with  a  common  en- 
dorser. But  many  of  the  stock  loans  were  so 
large  that  the  pledge  of  stock  lost  its  character  of 
mere  collateral  security.  When  a  loan  for  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  is  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock,  it 
was  obrlotth  that  the  stock  was  not  considered 
only  as  a  fund  to  supply  any  deficiency  which  the 
poesible  insotvencyof  me  drawer  might  produce, 
but  was  the  principal  and  almost  the  only  foun- 
dation of  the  loan.  The  same  loan  would  indeed 
be  much  more  objectionable  with  the'  security 
only  of  an  endorser. 

There  were  expressions  in  the  report  which 
might  be  construed  to  imply  a  partiality  in  the 
distribution  of  these  loans,  wnich  perhaps  it  was 
not  designed  to  convey,  and  which,  as  it  seemed 
to  him,  the  evidence  would  not  support.  It  was 
said  that  the  loans  ^  were  not  made" — he  under- 
stood that*  the  committee  meant  to  say  that  most 
of  them  were  not  made^"  to  the  merchants 
and  traders,"  but  to  a  few  persons,  consistinj^  of 
directors,  brokers,  and  speculators.    It  was  difi- 
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txAx  Ifor  liiith— a  ttranger  tt  Phiradelphta— to  pro- 

Botioce  sentence  on  the  eharaoter  of  those  irho 

bad  liorrolred  nooey  on  a  pledge  of  stock.    Of 

the  #hole  nomber,  be  knew  personally  bat  two 

or  ttkree,  and  neither  of  these  were  speealators  or 

brokers.    The  committee  had  selected  the  names 

of  foorteeo.  and  had  obtained  evidence  of  their 

ettiploymeo'ts  in  life — seren  were  mercbantSj  fire 

wem  brokers,  and  two  eoald  not  be  classed  m 

either  list.    Mr.  MeBuen'k  testimony,  which  has 

been  pnblished  by  the  committee,  contains  his 

**  opinion  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  dis- 

eo'tants  on  pledged  stock,  was  for  the  benefit  of 

merchants,  and  not  of  speenlators."    Major  Biit- 

ler  says,  tnat  ^  he  has  nerer  kno^n  any  good 

paper  refused  on  aecoont  of  the  amount  of  stock 

notes  offered." 

It  is  said  in  the  tenth  pkge  of  the  report  that 
''hot  an  instance  has  occarred  of  a  note  secured 
by  the  pledge  of  stock  being  rejected."  If  the 
merchant  and  trader  then  had  not  their  share  of 
the  loans,  ft  was  only  becaase  they  did  not  apply 
for  them.  The  partiality  in  their  distrlbniion 
Was  not  to  indiridoals,  professions,  or  parties:' 
inerehants^  farmers,  and  artisans,  obtained  those 
diseonnts  whenejer  they  wished  them.  The  fMir- 
Haiitp  Was  to  the  whole  body  of  holders  of  bank 
and  funded  stock  throughout  the  United  Sutes. 
He  belicTcd  there  was  not  an  instance  of  a 
note  secured  by  a  pledge  of  funded  stock  being 
rejected. 

While  his  judgment  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  many  of  the  stock  loans  were  highly  objec- 
tionable, from  their  amount,  he  thought  it  fair  to 
add  the  Tiew  which  had  satisfied  his  mind,  that 
n  considerable  proportion  of  those  loans  was  ne- 
cessary. He  should  haVe  occasion,  In  another 
part  of  hf  s  remarks,  to  examine  the  state  of  ex- 
change between  the  United  States  and  other 
eountnes  since  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  whole 
amount  of  it^  discounts  was  not  excessive,  al- 
though their  distribution  was  unequal.  But  he 
Wished  now  only  to  apply  the  test  which  the 
rate  of  exchange,  as  he  thoufffat,  furnished,  in  an 
Iniquiry  into  the  propriety  of  the  discount  oper- 
ations of  the  bank  hi  Philadelphia,  in  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  1817,  When  the  amount  of 
stoik  loans  first  became  considerable.  Prom  the 
statement  which  he  held  in  his  hand^  it  appeired 
that  the  exchange  with  the  principifti  countries 
of  £arope  continued,  with  very  little  tariation, 
nearly  at  par  during  the  time.  This  fact  Was 
incompatible  with  the  supposition  of  an  exces- 
sItc  circulation.  The  whole  amount  of  notes, 
with  a  pledge  of  stocky  discouuted  in  Philadel- 
phia in  July  and  August,  1817,  was  about  six 
millions  and  a  half.  The  committee  think  it 
^  singular"  that  at  this  time  **  any  business  paper 
should  have  b^en  rejected.''  The  whole  amount 
rejected,  was  less  than  one  million  and  a  half. 
Supposing  this  sum, to  have  been  discounted, 
whether  the  parties  were  insoWent  or  not,  and 
the  stock  notes  rejected,  the  amount  of  discounts 
id  Philadelphia,  in  two  months,  would  hare  been 
less  by  five  millions  than  it  actually  was.    Of 


these  fire  millions,  ajKtrt(he  did  not  know  whit 
|wrt)  was  employed  for  the  payment  of  subserij^ 
tions  to  the  bank,  and  did  not  add  to  the  amount 
of  money  in  circulation.  Suppose  half  to  haVe 
been  so  employed,  and  a  reduction  of  two  and  m 
half  millions  in  the  circulation  of  Philadelphiai' 
below  the  amount  which  kept  its  exchange  at  pair. 
wouM  hare  suspended  mercantile  business,  aiid 
spread  embarrassment  and  distress  through  erery 
town  in  the  State.  He  appealed  to  gentletn^ft 
whose  business  or  curiosity  had  led  them  to  6\h- 
serre  the  effects  which  eren  an  inconsideraUe 
change  in  the  qnantitr  of  money  produces  in  • 
commercial  community,  to  say  whether  there 
was  anything  risionary  or  extravagant  in  thi» 
Tiew. 

It  had  been  alleged  as  an  excuse  fbr  the  mag- 
nitude and  permanence  of  the  loans  which  were 
made  about  this  time  by  the  bank,  that  the  re- 
demption of  its  stock  by  the  Gk>yernment  hid 
made  it  necessary  that  it  should  invest  the  State 
bank  paper,  which  it  was  paid  in.  in  some  other 
securities.  He  must,  however,  observe,  that  the 
embarrassnient  of  the  bank,  from  the  accumuli- 
tion  of  the  paper  of  State  banks  in  some  parts  6f 
the  Union,  did  not  originate  in  the  measure  to 
whrch  it  had  been  exclusively  attributed.  lis 
own  errors  were  a  principal  cause.  As  earlv  im 
March,  1817,  it  suffered,  from  a  deficiency  of  re- 
sources, at  Boston ;  and  three  months  afterwardb, 
in  New  York;  while  a  large  amount  of  balances 
acainst  the  banks  to  the  South  and  West  of  thdae 
places  had  accumulated,  even  at  that  early  periiM 
of  its  operations. 

The  observations  of  the  report  on  the  subject 
of  post  notes,  Mr.  L.  thought  liable  to  miscon- 
struction. After  referring  to  several  transactioika 
in  which  post  notes  were  received  by  those  who 
had  obtained  discounts,  it  is  observed, "  that  not 
being  drafts  on  other  offices,  they  cannot  be  con- 
sider as  exchange  operations."  Now,  every 
post  note  but  one,  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  report,  was  ''a  draft  upon  another  office.'' 
The  resolution  under  which  they  were  givehj 
would  be  found  among  the  documents,  (pa||e  92.J 
Tfa^y  were  post  notes  of  the  bank  at  Philadel- 
phhi.  They  were  obtained  by  those  who  gdt 
aisoounts  at  Baltimore.  This  appeared  to  bun, 
therefore,  to  be  a  simple  case  of  exchange. 

The  case  of  the  post  notes  mentioned  in  the 
first  part  of  the  paragraph,  was  different.  TUe 
post  note  was  payable  in  the  same  place  in  whl^k 
the  discounted  note  was  payable.  There  wa^, 
too,  some  ambiguity  in  the  resolution  lor  nrant- 
inff  the  discount,  and  it  might  possibly  be  infer- 
red, if  we  had  no  other  evidence,  that  it  Was  a 
condition  of  the  loair,  that  a  post  note,  payable 
sixty  days  after  date,  should  be  received  by  the 
discounter.  But  had  we  no  other  evidence?  Mr. 
Smith  swears  (documents,  p.  114)  that  "post 
notes  at  sixty  days  date,  nave  frequently  been 
issued  on  the  application  of  persons  who  have 
had  notes  discounted,  but  it  has  never  been  the 
condition  of  the  discount."  To  every  man  who 
knows  what  post  notes  are.  their  convenience  to 
mercantile  men,  and  indeed  to  society  generally, 
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ean  require  no  ezpUoatioo.  A  post  note  of  the 
Philadelphia  bank  is  better  than  a  bill  of  ex- 
change upon  Philadelphia.  If  the  eichange  with 
New  Orleans  is  in  favor  of  Philadelphia,  a  mer- 
chant who  wishes  to  make  purchases  at  Orleans 
will  find  a  post  note  of  Philadelphia,  or  a  power 
to  draw  upon  it,  among  the  best  means  of  ac- 
complishing his  object.  Bank  notes,  indeed, 
might  answer  the  same  purjiose;  but,  as  they  are 
payable  to  bearer,  the  risk  in  their  transmission 
18  greater.  In  the  instance  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port, the  bank  had  nq  possible  interest  in  prefer- 
ring the  issue  of  post  notes  to  bank  notes,  because 
the  distance  of  the  place  to  which  the  notes  were 
to  be  sent,  was  an  efiectual  security  that  bank 
notes  would  not  hare  returned  upon  it  within 
siztjr  days. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  had  detained  the  Commit- 
tee very  long  on  topics  which  he  did  not  consider 
likely  to  affect  the  decision  of  any  of  the  resolu- 
tions. But  he  had  feared  that,  if  the  opinions  of 
the  select  committee  on  some  of  these  points, 
had  passed  without  objection,  they  would  be  con- 
sidered as  having  received  the  sanction  of  the 
House. 

He  came  now  to  the  question  which  he  sup- 
posed should  chieflv  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Committee:  How  tar  has  the  hank  answered  the 
great  object  of  its  institution  ?  If,  as  a  measure 
of  policy,  the  dissolution  of  the  charter  would  be 
unwise,  Congress  would  not  dissolve  it,  even 
though  such  a  penalty  were  just,  and  such  a  pro- 
ceeding legaL 

The  great  object  of  Government  in  chartering 
the  bans,  was  to  provide  a  currency  which  should 
have  that  decree  of  stabilitv  and  uniformity  in 
its  value,  which  is  required  by  the  interests  both 
of  our  commerce  and  revenue.  A  currency 
equally  valuable  at  every  place  and  every  time, 
cannot  be  provided  hj  human  wisdom.  The 
nearest  approach  to  this  object  has  been  gener- 
ally supposed  to  be  afibrded  by  the  emoloyment 
of  gold  and  silver  as  the  measures  of  value.  The 
14tn  Congress  did  not  aim  at  ideal  perfection ; 
they  wished  to  combine  with  the  conveniences 
of  bank  circulation  an  uniformity  of  value  e^ual 
to  that  which  was  possessed  by  the  precious 
metals ;  and  the  means  which  they  employed  to 
secure  this  uniformity  were  simple  and  effectual, 
by  enjoinin|[,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  the  pay- 
ment of  all  its  notes  in  coin,  upon  demand.  In 
the  report,  indeed,  the  notes  of  the  National  Bank 
are  said  to  be  now  ''  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  local  banks."  Of  the  footing  on  which 
local  bank  notes  stood,  he  should  speak  hereafter ; 
bat  the  price  current  upon  his  table  informed  him 
that  the  greatest  discount  pn  branch  notes  of  the 
United  otates,  was  |  of  1  per  cent.  This  was  a 
value  much  more  uniform  than  that  which  coin 
'  could  be  expected  to  have  in  so  extensive  a  coun- 
'try.  He  had  been  lately  looking  into  a  book  on 
political  economy,  which  had  been  published 
here,  with  higb,  and,  in  respect  to  its  clearness 
and  precision,  with  just  commendations— the 
work  of  Mr.  Tracy.  He  inferred  from  one  of 
his  chapters,  that  Jhe  difference  of  exchange  be- 


tween Marseilles  and  Paris,  was  often  from  2  to 
3  per  cent.  If,  with  all  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  internal  improvements  in  which  France  is  so 
rich — with  a  currencv  consisting  almost  exclu- 
sively of  gold  and  silver,  the  variation  in  the 
value  of  money  is  three  times  greater  in  her  ter- 
ritory than  on  our  continent,  can  it  be  said  that, 
in  this  respect,  the  bank  has  not  fulfilled  the  ob- 
jects of  its  institution  ?  Before  its  establishment, 
the  value  of  bank  notes,  even  in  the  commercial 
States,  had  varied  20  per  cent,  from  each  other, 
and,  as  none  of  them  bore  a  fixed  proportion  to 
the  precious  metab,  or  to  any  natural  standard, 
it  was  impossible  to  assign  anv  limit  to  their  de* 
preciation.  You  have  required  that  the  currency 
furnished  by  the  National  Bank  should  be  every- 
where convertible  into  silver,  and  it  is  so.  Yoa 
have  expected  that  it  should  be  as  uniform  as 
coin,  and  it  is  more  so.  He  would  not  detain  the 
Committee  by  reading  a  paper  which  he  had  pre- 
pared with  that  intention,  containing  the  state  of 
exchange,  since  the  establishment  of  the  bank, 
with  England,  France,  and  Holland ;  for  he  founa 
himself  occupying  much  more  of  their  time  than 
he  had  expected.  But  he  believed  that  any  mem- 
ber who  should  turn  his  attention  to  the  subject, 
would  remark  its  steadiness  during  that  period. 
He  thought  himself  justified  in  drawing  from 
this  fact  a  conclusion  highly  favorable  to  the 
bank— that  the  whole  amount  of  its  discounts  had 
generally  been  nearly  right.  The  distribution  of 
those  discounts  he  had  admitted  to  be  wrong.  It 
was  the  total  amount  of  discounts  which  a  spirit 
of  eager  and  intemperate  speculation  would  be 
most  apt  to  enlarge.  It  was  the  total  amount  of 
discounts  which  a  just  regard  to  the  stability  of 
our  money  made  it  most  important  to  restrain. 

The  correspondence  of  the  bank  with  the  west- 
ern branches  had  been  adverted  to  in  the  report 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  L.  thought  that  it  illus- 
trated the  general  views  which  he  had  submitted 
of  the  subjecu  He  read  the  5th  and  6th  rules 
prescribed  tor  the  government  of  a  western  office, 
(documents,  p.  29,)  to  show  that  the  orders  or 
the  parent  board  were  sufficiently  energetic.  The 
method  of  securing  their  execution  by  orders  di- 
rectljr  issued  to  their  cashier,  showed  no  want  of 
decision.  But  the  system  which  encouraged  the 
board  to  extend  its  discounts  hy  paving  its  bills 
in  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  then  aimea  at  reducinj^ 
them  by  orders  from  the  mother  bank,  was  radi- 
callv  wrong. 

To  do  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and 
fairly  to  estimate  its  services  in  maintaining  spe- 
cie payments,  it  was  proper  to  consider  the  pecu- 
liar difficulties  of  the  time.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  inquiry  how  far  the  payment  of  a  larce 
public  debt  must  add,  in  every  country,  to  the 
difficulties  of  banks  of  circulation;  but,  confining 
himself  to  the  payment  of  about  five  millions  of 
the  Louisiana  debt  in  one  year,  he  would  ask 
whether  a  remittance  of  this  amount  to  foreign 
creditors  must  not  press  4ieavily  upon  the  re- 
sources of  a  National  Bank  ?  Its  arrangements, 
indeed,  had  been  such  as  to  relieve  the  country 
from  much  of  the  embarrassment  which  might 
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luiFe  bMO  antieipftted^iaeli  m  to  illustrace  very 
Btrikiogljr  the  adyaatage  which  a  Natioaal  Bank 
may  produce  in  the  maoagemeat  of  ezchaoges. 
Br  becoming  the  agent  for  the  remittance  of  the 
pnncipal  part  of  the  debt,  it  has  been  able  to  con- 
duct, without  much  inconvenience,  an  operation 
which  might  otherwise  have  produced  a  pressure 
upon  the  whole  banking  interest  of  the  country. 
Among  the  difficulties  of  maintaining  specie  pav* 
ments,  the  ei^fraordinary  extension  of  our  trade 
to  the  East  Indies  could  not  be  overlooked ;  and 
the  demand  for  the  precious  metals  in  Europe, 
which  resulted  from  the  attempt  by  so  many 
nations  which,  during  their  late  wars,  had  used 
only  paper,  to  recover  specie  circulation,  was  felt 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.    Among  the  effects 
of  paper  money,  that  of  its  making  the  value  of 
the  metals  more  variable,  even  in  countries  which 
do  not  use  it,  must  be  obvious  to  the  Committee. 
The  employment  of  paner  in  anv  country  causes 
its  specie  to  be  ezporteu^  and,  adding  to  the  sup- 
ply of  that  article  in  foreign  States,  reduces  its 
vauue  there.    The  restoration  of  specie  currency, 
by  opening  a  new  demand  for  the  article  from 
othar  countries,  enhances  its  value  there.    Such 
is  the  process  which  is  now  going  on  in  many 
parts  or  Europe.    The  diminution  in  the  supplv 
from  the  Soutn  American  mines  will  be  consid" 
ered  as  ezertinf  a  less  questionable  influence  on 
our  stock  of  the  precious  metals.    It  was  in  op- 
position to  all  these  diflELculties— in  defiance  of 
the  discontent  which  contracted  discounts  must 
have  been  expected  to  produce  among  its  debtors, 
and  a  reduced  dividend  among  its  stockholders, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  performed  its 
great  duty — that  of  maintaining  si>ecie  payments 
throughout  the  whole  extent  ofthis  couptry. 

The  safekeeping  of  the  public  deposites,  which 
implies  their  prompt  payment  in  specie  upon  de- 
mand, must  appear  particularly  important  to  a 
Government  whose  fosses  have  hitherto  been  so 
heavy  as  ours  from  the  want  of  this  provision. 
Even  now.  after  the  immense  amount  of  paper 
which  had  been  assumed  by  the  National  Bank, 
there  remained,  he  believed,  more  than  $500,000 
of  bank  paper  belonging  to  the  Government,  of 
which  it  had  lost  the  use  from  the  war  to  this 
time;  of  some  of  which  he  was  very  certain  that 

^^  H?^^^  ^^'^  ^^^"^  ^^^  principal. 

The  bank  is  admitted  to  have  fulfilled  the  duty 
of  transmitting  the  public  money,  without  charge, 
wherever  it  might  be  required.  He  believed  that 
^e  answer  lo  the  resolution  of  his  friend  from 
Virginia  (directing  an  account  of  the  money  so 
transniitted)  had  not  been  received,  and  he  was 
sure  that,  when  received,  it  must  be  imperfect 
and  uuMtisfactory.  The  account  must  represent 
each  office  as  receiving  the  amount  lodged  there, 
whether  in  its  own  bills  or  any  other;  and,  in 
practice,  a  large  proportion  of  the  bills  which  are 
^u  ^'i,^^^  exchange  is  most  favorable,  will  be 
those  of  the  States  whose  exchange  is  most  un- 
favorable. For  example,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  revenue  accruing  in  Boston  will  be  paid  in 
the  notes  of  Ohio.  That  the  transmission  of 
money  on  account  of  the  Government  must  be 


very  considerable,  even  in  time  of  peace,  muaC 
be  true,  unless  the  expenditure  of  the  country  in 
each  little  district  be  supposed  to  be  nearly  equal 
to  the  revenue  collected  there.  But  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  may  be  exactly  equal — ^let  us 
suppose  that  to  be  the  case  in  Boston^and  yet 
the  bank  mav  have  to  transmit  for  the  Govern- 
ment the  whole  amount  of  such  expenditure — 
that  is,  it  may  receive,  upon  the  supposition 
which  has  been  made,  the  money  of  Ohio,  and 
pay  to  the  Government  Boston  moneyr.  But,  al- 
though the  advantage  was  very  considerable  in 
peace,  it  was,  by  considering  its  effect  in  war, 
only  that  we  could  estimate  its  real  magnitude. 

If  the  direct  duties  which  the  bank  owes  to  the 
Government  have  been  fulfilled,  he  would  inquire 
how  far  the  institution  had  furnished  those  ac- 
commodations to  public  debtorsjwhich  had  prob- 
ably been  expected  from  iti/  These  accommo- 
dations were  of  two  kinds — by  its  loans,  and  by 
the  general  circulation  of  its  paper. 

There  are  two  sentences  in  the  report,  which 
seem  to  intimate  that  the  loans  to  public  debtors, 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  have  been  in- 
adequate to4heir  just  expectation's.  The  report 
represents  the  Northern  offices  as  compelled  **  to 
deny  to  the  debtors  of  the  Government  any  in- 
dulgence or  accommodation  in  their  payments;" 
andin  another  page  it  states  that  ^*  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  notes  of  those  who  had  revenue 
bonds  to  pay  have  at  any  time  been  discounted 
extensively."  He  considered  this  quite  as  a  minor 
subject  of  attention ;  but  he  would  state  the  evi- 
dence as  it  had  appeared  to  his  investigation. 

In  the  very  commencement  of  the  operation  of 
the  bank,  fon  the  3d  of  January,  1817,)  the  board 
resolved  that  notes  for  those  who  had  revenue 
bonds  to  pay  should  be  discounted,  and  might  be 
paid  in  the  paper  of  other  banks,  while  of  the 
small  amount  of  the  notes  discounted  the  whole 
were  to  be  paid  exclusively  in  8|>ecie.  On  the 
9ih  of  January  a  resolution  authorized  the  offices 
to  discount  notes  for  revenue  bonds,  at  a  time 
when  they  bad  not  commenced  any  other  busi- 
ness. On  the  4th  April  1817,  when  the  board 
was  obliged  to  limit  its  oiscounts  everywhere,  it 
directed  a  preference  to  be  given  to  custom-house 
bonds.  Thus  we  had  proof  that  in  the  first  busi- 
ness of  the  bank,  a  preference  had  been  given  to 
the  notes  of  Government  debtors,  that  the  prefer- 
ence continued  when  circumstances  required  a 
general  limitation  of  discounts ;  and  if  this  was 
the  case  when  the  bank  was  straitened,  it  would 
be  extraordinary  indeed  (hat  it  should  be  less 
liberal  at  other  times.  Nor  did  he  know  any- 
thing to  countenance  the  opinion  that  it  was  so. 

Perhaps  we  might  infer  something  as  to  the 
disposition  of  the  bank  to  extend  its  accommoda- 
tions to  the  public  from  the  order  in  which  its 
first  loans  had  been  made.  It  was  then  that  it 
must  have  been  most  penurious  and  reluctant  in 
its  discounts.  Its  first  loan  made  before  January, 
1817,  was  one  of  $500,000  to  the  Government. 
In  Philadelphia  it  loaned  in  January,  1817,  $182,- 
642  to  stockholders,  and  its  next  loans  were 
1293,503  to  those  who  were  indebted  on  custom- 
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Bottse bonds.  In^ed  he  remembered  no  evidence 
of  t  discount  being  at  any  time  refosed  on  the 
notes  of  eastom'hoQse  debtors.  And  Major  Bat- 
ler's  testimon^r,  of  which  he  had  already  spoken, 
bad  not  been  impugned  by  that  of  any  other  wit- 
ness. The  Committee  would  recollect  the  state- 
ment, ^Ubat  he  had  never  boown  auvgood  paper 
refused  on  account  of  the  amount  of  stock  notes 
offered." 

The  Committee  probably  remembered  a  sen- 
tence in  the  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  he  would  read  before  he  dis- 
missed tne  subject.  **Tfae  bank  hfs  promptly 
<  transmitted  the  public  money  wherever  and 
'  whenever  it  baa  been  required  to  perform  that 
'  servtce.    It  is  presumed  that  tbe  fbcilities  ex- 

*  neeted  from  it  in  the  collection  of  duties  have 

*  been  furnished,  as  no  information  has  been  re- 
'  eeived  at  this  Department,  stating  that  such  fa- 

*  Cilities  have  been  withheld." 

Such  was  the  evidence  "as  to  the  Indulgence 
or  accotnmodation  to  the  debtors  of  the  Oovern- 
ment"  by  the  bank,  or  such  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be,  of  evidence  which  might  lead  to  a  difl^erent 
conclusion,  he  knew  none. 

But  the  more  important  accommodation  to 
public  debtors,  whith  was  expected  from  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  consisted  certainly  rather  in  its  sup- 
plying a  currency  which  the  Government  en- 
gaged everywhere  to  receive,  than  in  loans  to 
which,  under  common  circumstances,  the  State 
banks  were  duite  adequate.  How  had  this 
dutv  of  suppivinff  a  national  currency  been 
periormed  1  Of  the  inequality  in  the  value  of 
the  National  Bank  notes,  he  had  already  spoken, 
and  he  hop^d  that  he  had  satisfied  the  Commit- 
tee that  i(  bad  b6en  less  than  had  been  expected 
at  its  institution.  He  had  not  heard  the  entire 
amount  of  notes  thrown  into  circulation  repre- 
sented as  deficient.  Their  distribution  he  had 
admitted  to  be  bad,  and  bad  endeavored  to  ex- 

{dain  the  principal  cause  of  its  beiuff  so.  But  tbe 
oudest  complaints  against  tbe  bank  on  account 
of  a  deficiency  of  its  notes  wer«  from  the  States 
in  which  the  most  disproportionate  and  etcessive 
issues  had  been  made.  He  read  a  paragraph  from 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Ohio,  in  which  they  characterize 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank  in  requiring  that 
payments  should  be  thade  in  its  own  notes,  as 
little  better  ^  than  insulting  mockery.^'  It  might 
seem  that,  wherever  bank  notes  whicb  the  Gov- 
ernment engaged  to  receive  in  taxes  might  be 
issued,  they  would  be  carried  to  any  part  of  the 
edutitry  in  which  they  were  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  public  debts.  The  foreign  merchan- 
dise which  is  landed  in  New  York  or  New  Or- 
leans is  conveyed  wherever  there  is  a  demand  for 
it.  And  the  credit  or  produce  which  enabled  any 
section  of  the  country  to  obtain  foreign  merchan- 
dise would  be  quite  as  effectual  to  procure  bank 
notes  or  specie.  But  it  was  not  necessary  that 
Ohio,  which  perhaps  complained  most  of  the 
want  of  National  Bank  notes  in  its  circulation, 
should  have  imported  them  from  other  States. 
In  Kentucky  and  Ohio  individuals  had  discounts 


to  an  amount  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars  ; 
they  had  received  this  amount  in  b«nk  notes  or 
in  credits  equivalent  to  notes,  and  for  which  notes 
might  have  been  obtained ;  but  they  had  them  no 
longer.  The  complaint,  then,  Was  this :  not  tbiat 
the  bank  bad  not  furnished  a  sufficient  circulating 
medium  to  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  but  that  it  baa 
not  retained  it  there.  Could  tbe  bank  have  pre- 
vented its  remittance  to  other  States)  T(re 
States  t6  which  its  discounts  bad  been  largest, 
bad  chosen  to  employ  them  in  th«  payment  of 
former  debts  or  the  purchase  of  merohatdise. 
He  believed  that  there  was  a  fond  of  justice  in  the 
people  of  this  countrv,  which  would  not  allow 
them  to  consider  the  Dank  as  responsible  for  tbe 
mischieft  which  an  improvident  os«  of  its  dis- 
isounts  may  have  produced. 

Of  other  advantages  furnished  to  the  CFovern- 
ment  by  the  bank,  he  would  not  speak;  some  of 
them  were  great,  and  be  supposed  undisputed. 
Of  these,  the  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half,  was 
not  the  most  considerable,  and  yet  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people  might  be  expected  to  hesi- 
tate before  th^v  threw  away  even  a  million  and 
a  half.  The  obligation  to  transact  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Loan  office  without  charge,  and  the 
facilities  which  the  bank  must  afford  in  all  future 
loans,  he  considered  as  yet  greater  advantages. 

We  have  seen  how  far  the  great  duties  of 
the  bank  have  been  fulfilled,  and  its  expected 
advantages  realized.  But  every  question  like 
that  before  the  Committee,  so  far  as  it  was  a 
question  of  policy,  not  of  justice  or  law,  was  in  a 
great  measure  a  comparative  one.  We  had  seen 
and  knew  what  was  the  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy, and  what  the  security  for  the  operations  of 
the  Treasury  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
What  would  be  its  condition  without  the  b^nk. 
was  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry  and  comparison ; 
and  a  prudent  man  would  consider  even  tne  doubt 
which  most  prevail  as  to  the  currency  whicb 
would  be  established,  as  in  itself  a  very  strong 
objection  to  the  destruction  of  the  bank.  What 
would  our  currency  be?  Would  it  be  exclusive- 
ly specie?  Would  it  be  State  bank  notes  or 
Uovernment  paper  ? 

He  did  not  tbink  (although  perhaps  tbe  htgb* 
est  authority  on  matters  of  tnis  kind  was  ib  (bvor 
of  the  opinion)  that  the  emplovmeot  of  paper 
rather  than  coin,  was  sufficiently  recommended 
by  its  economyi  as  the  substitution  of  a  cheap  in- 
strument of  trade  for  an  expensive  one.  If  there 
were  no  other  inducement  for  the  use  of  papen 
it  would  resemble  the  economy  which  snoufd 
substitute  wooden  Warehouses  for  stone  ones. 
Without  entering  into  an  inquiry  into  the  advan- 
tages or  def\!Cts  of  a  specie  circulation,  he  would 
confess  that  bis  apprehensions  would  be  much 
less  than  they  were,  if  he  could  suppose  that  tbe 
metals  would  form  the  only  carrencv  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  the  Government  could  and  would  exact 
gold  and  silver  in  the  payment  of  all  its  debts. 
But  he  would  not  waste  the  time  of  the  Commit- 
tee in  speaking  of  an  expectation,  which  every 
man  who  heard  him,  believed  to  be  visionary. 

In  destroying  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States, 
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iImb,  w«  ttoa  do  it,  bMtiise  we  prefer  the  cur- 
mey  which  will  be  tfibrded  eiiher  by  tbe  notes 
of  loeal  books  or  by  Governmeiit  paper.  It  was 
Hot  fair,  indeed,  to  address  this  argument  to  sen- 
tlemeii  who  believed  that  they  were  booad  by 
tlie  ConatitQtioo  to  destroy  this  instttation.  His 
friend  from  Ylrflaia  had  properly  abstained  from 
tke  dlicussioa  cf  the  Const itotional  qaestion,  al- 
tlwogh  be  seened  to  etpect  it  from  the  opposers 
of  tho  resolotion.  Mr.  L.  wonld  follow  in  this 
ittatance  his  etanple,  not  his  advice. 

What  wsre  the  indooementa  to  prefer,  in  the 
reeeipt  of  taxes,  the  notes  of  local  banks?  A 
gontlenan  from  Virginia  (Mr.PiifDALL)  bad  sap- 
posed  that  without  a  National  Bank,  the  State 
msiitmiooa,  in  their  own  time  and  manner,  woold 
all  have  retamed  to  specie  ^yments;  that  the 
Legislatore  of  every  separate  State  would  at  some 
time  or  another  have  made  them  do  so.  Mr.  L. 
had  no  faith  in  this  security,  and  he  was  sure 
dial  it  would  be  vain  to  inquire  for  evidence  of 
it.  What  they  woold  have  dQoe  under  circom- 
atmnces  of  great  difficulty  he  woold  not  say ;  but 
he  would  show  what  one  of  them  was  doing  or 
WUB  likely  to  do  now.  He  meant  again  to  refer 
to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Ohio;  be  did  so  with  all  proper 
doferenee,  and  without  objeetion  or  complaint. 
Nothing  WM  more  fair  than  that  the  Sute  of 
Ohio  ahould  receive  in  payment  of  its  taxes  and 
debts  whatever  money  it  preferred  ;  but  when  it 
was  argued  that  the  United  Stales  might  safe- 
ly trnat  the  rMnriation  of  their  currency  (the 
fmnera  of  the  Oenstltution,  by  the  by,  had  not 
thought  so)  to  the  regulation  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures, it  became  necessary  to  inquire  what  was 
the  currency  with  which  those  Legialatnres 
wonld  be  satiated.  The  report  to  which  he  had 
nihided,  notieed^  without  disapprobation,  the  sua- 

S»naion  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  the 
tmtei  reprobated  the  conduct  of  tbu  National 
Bank  in  reAising  to  receive  their  bills  in  pay- 
ments; and  declared  that  they  (brined  **  a  solid 
enrrency''  *'  for  all  the  purposes  of  internal  com- 
merce." No  proposal  could  be  expected,  and  he 
believed  none  was  made  for  a  change  in  the  lolid 
anmnev  which  wis  so  satisfactory  to  the  State. 
But.  did  the  interests  or  dutv  of  Ifa^  Ckyvernment 
of  the  United  States  permit  that  this  currency 
ahould  be  received  by  it?  Some  dfssatisfaetion 
wna  expressed,  beeausa  the  branch  notes  of  the 
United  States  Bank  were  at  a  discount  of  three- 
quarters  of  one  per  cent.  He  read  fVom  a  price 
turrent  the  state  of  the  market  for  bank  notes ; 

K  which  it  appeared  that  notes  which  were  in- 
ted  to  be  in  very  good  credit,  varied  from  a 
diaeonat  of  d^,  to  one  of  7, 15, 86,  and  even  80  per 
cent.  .  Waa  our  revenue  to  be  received  in  these 
notes  f  How  were  they  to  be  employed  1  They 
might  be  expended  in  the  district  in  which  they 
were  issued.  But  was  the  expenditure  of  every 
diatrict  to  be  exactly  limited  to  its  revenue? 
What  became  of  the  union  if  it  were  sol  He 
•noke  of  the  thing,  and  not  of  the  name.  Our 
Union  might  disaotve  in'  imbecility,  as  well  as  be 
destroyed  by  violence.    Did  not  Union  imply 


that  the  resoureea  of  one  State,  Its  money  as  well 
as  its  men,  tnight  be  employed  for  the  defence  of 
another?  To  authorize  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  levy  a  revenue  from  every  part  of  (he 
country,  and  to  expend  it  only  where  is  was  lev- 
ied, would  be  as  wise  a  provision  as  that  of  em- 
powering the  President  to  call  out  the  militia, 
with  a  condition  that  each  man  should  fight  only 
upon  his  own  farm.  The  Committee  were  aware 
that  the  money  which  the  Government  received 
in  the  Western  States,  was  principally  the  oro- 
dttce  of  its  sales  of  public  lano.  It  was  the  fond 
which  had  been  assigned  to  the Governmentjand 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  This 
debt  was  due  almost  exclusively  in  the  Atlantic 
States  and  in  Boir|m.  Our  creditors  woold  not 
certainly  receive  Western  paper.  To  say  that 
it  should  be  received  by  the  Government,  was  to 
say  that  the  fund  should  be  diverted  from  the 
great  object  for  which  it  it  had  been  established. 
But,  if  the  Government  were  willing  to  bear  the 
loss  of  a  depreciated  and  oneqoal  currency,  it 
must  nefftect  the  plainest  principle  of  the  Con- 
stitutionln  doing  so— equality  of  taxation.  The 
Committee  must  well  remember  that,  before  the 
establishment  of  the  National  Bank,  such  waa 
the  unequal  value  of  money  in  the  different 
Statea,  that  the  merchants  paid  duties  varying 
fifteen  per  cent.  fVom  each  otner,  on  the  same  ar- 
ticles. The  merchant  on  one  side  of  the  Ches- 
apeake bay,  was  forced  either  to  submit  to  heavy 
loss  or  to  enter  his  goods  on  the  other  side,  where 
he  did  not  expect  them  to  be  consumed.  Thus 
was  a  constant  encouragement  held  out  to  depre- 
ciation by  the  Government  itself.  The  worse 
the  paper  in  which  the  Governmeiit  debt  waa 
paid,  the  stronger  the  temptation  to  the  business 
of  importation  in  the  place  in  which  the  duties 
were  thus  reduced. 

Was  the  issuis  nf  Government  paper  a  measure 
to  which  we  ought  willingly  to  resort  ?  Mr.  L. 
would  not  indiscriminately  reprobate  all  issues 
of  this  kind.  Other  nations,  as  well  as  our  own. 
bad  resorted  to  them,  and  the  emergency  had 
justified  the  act.  He  might  acquiesce  in  paper 
money  iVum  necessity ;  he  would  not  adopt  it 
from  chdice.  That  the  destruction  of  the  banh 
would  bte  followed  by  the  establishment  of  paper 
ihoney,  he  fitmly  believed— he  might  almost  say 
he  knew,  ft  wafe  an  extremity  from  which  the 
House  Wonld  recoil,  if  it  were  now  proposed;  but 
if  the  resolution  upon  the  table  were  passed,  it 
would  verv  soon  be  proposed.  The  subject  waa 
too  large  fot  ah  incidental  discussion.  Gentle- 
men thought  that  the  amount  of  Government 
paper  might  be  limited,  and  depreciation  pre- 
vented by  the  rate  of  interest  which  should  be 
exacted.  Inadequate  everywhere,  the  security 
was  particularly  ineffectual  in  the  United  States. 
Both  the  natural  and  legal  rate  of  interest  were 
different  in  the  different  States.  The  State  in 
which  the  actual  rate  of  interest  was  highest, 
would  borrow  the  largest  amount  of  Government 
paper,  in  proportion  to  its  business.  From  it,  this 
paper  must  flow  upon  the  other  Slates,  and,  add- 
ing to  their  quantity  of  an  article  for  which  there 
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was  DO  foreign  use,  its  depreciation  mast  be  in- 
fallible. He  had  not  time  farther  to  develop  the 
argument,  but  he  trusted  it  to  the  reflections  of 
every  man  who  would  turn  his  attention  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  L.  would  dismiss  this  topic  with  one  more 
remark.  The  inequalities  and  inconveniences  of 
bank  paper  would  not  be  removed  hf  Govern- 
ment  paper.  The  local  banks  would  discount  on 
Government  uaper  as  they  profess  to  discount 
on  specie ;  ana  the  proportion  between  the  Gov- 
ernment paper  and  the  bank  notes  which  would 
be  consioered  as  representing  it,  might  be  as 
une()ttal  as  it  now  is  between  those  notes  and 
specie. 

Such  were  some  of  the  permanent  evils  which 
the  destruction  of  the  banc  mifht  be  expected  to 

{)roduce.  Upon  temporary  evils  and  individual 
osses,  although  he  could  not  look  upon  them 
with  indifference,  he  would  not  enlarge.  Let  not 
gentlemen  delude  themselves  with  the  hope  that 
if  the  institution  were  destroyed,  its  affairs  would 
be  gradually  wound  up;  that  the  convenience  of 
the  debtor,  and  not  the  interest  of  the  stockholder, 
would  determine  the  extent  of  the  indulgence 
that  should  be  sranted  to  him.  In  the  scarcity 
of  money  whicn  would  follow  the  destruction  of 
the  bank,  property  might  be  expected  to  fall  15 
or  20  per  cent. ;  or  in  other  words,  money  to  rise 
in  the  same  proportion*  In  whatever  proportion 
the  capitalist  who  was  turned  out  of  the  National 
Bank  should  choose  to  invest  his  gioney,  to  con- 
sent to  a  delay  in  its  collection  and  investment, 
would  be  to  aidd  a  new  and  certain  loss  to  those 
with  which  he  had  been  before  afflicted.  Indul- 
gence would  be  given  where  it  was  necessary  to 
secure  the  debt,  not  where  it  was  necessary  to 
save  the  debtor. 

He  confessed  that  he  did  not  understand  the 
views  of  those  who  were  anxious  that  the  branches 
of  the  United  States  Bank  should  be  immediately 
withdrawn  from  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Was  it 
meant  that  they  should  not  continue  to  lend  i  If 
these  States  owed  five  pr  six  millions  to  the  l»nk, 
there  was  but  one  mode  by  which  their  justice 
would  allow  them  to  wish  that  such  loans  should 
be  discontinued — by  their  payment.  But  when 
eonld  five  millions  be  paid  by  them  I  He  would 
answer  for  it,  that  the  directors  would  be  willing 
to  reduce  their  discounts,  and  withdraw  their 
funds  from  the  Western  States,  much  more 
quickly  than  it  would  be  possible  for  their  debtors 
to  enable  them  to  adopt  that  process. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  deceived  himself,  if  he  had 
not  proved  that  the  great  objects  proposed  in  the 
establishment  of  the  National  Bank  had  been  ful- 
filled. But  if  he  were  wrong,  if  it  had  disap- 
pointed the  just  expectations  of  the  country,  an 
enlightened  legislature  would  inquire  whether 
there  were  no  remedy  short  of  its  destruction. 
The  charter  had  given  to  the  Government  pow- 
erful means  for  restraining  the  errors  and  con- 
trolling the  conduct  of  the  bank.  The  appoint- 
ment of  five  directors,  the  withholding  pubUc  de- 
posites,  the  refusal  to  receire  its  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  an  examination  into  the  wnole 


conduct  and  real  condition  of  the  institution — 
these  gave  us  a  command  which,  while  it  waa 
fairly  and  moderately  employed,  could  not  be 
disregarded  or  resisted.  Would  it  be  wise  to  de- 
stroy a  constitution  because  you  disapproved  of 
iu  first  administration  1  Would  you  even  break 
up  a  machine,  because  in  its  first  experiment 
there  had  been  some  mismanagement  1  On  this 
part  of  the  subject,  he  had  the  rare  advantage  of 
supporting  his  opinions  by  those  of  the  seleet 
committee.  The  committee  say,  that  "  to  eorreec 
the  many  evils  and  mischiefs  they  have  depleted," 
^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  full  power 
to  apply  a  prompt  and  adequate  remedy  when- 
ever the  situation  of  the  bank  shall  require  it." 
They  had  before  observed,  that  *'  the  root  and 
source  of  all  the  instances  of  misconduct  was  the 
illegal,  reprehensible  division  of  the  stock.''  "  In 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  the  ffreatest 
evil  in  all  the  system,  and  is  the  origin  of  all  Che 
others."  "  It  requires'  a  corrective."  And  the 
committee  have  proposed  a  bill  which  they  con- 
sider as  adequate  to  iu  correction.  Can  it  be, 
when  "  the  greatest  evil  and  the  origin  of  all  the 
others,"  is  one  which  it  is  not  only  so  practicable 
but  so  easy  to  correct,  that  we  shall  destroy  where 
we  might  cure? 

He  should  say  but  a  few  words  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  ebaracter  and 
safety  of  its  debts.  The  views  which  could  be 
uken  of  such  a  subject,  must  certainly  be  very 
general  ones.  He  did  not  mean  to  speak  of  the 
safety  of  the  holders  of  bank  notes.  That  would 
be  perfect,  if  half  the  debts  of  the  institution  were 
bad.  But  he  did  not  believe  that  any  of  the  er- 
rors imputed  to  the  bank  had  impaired  or  endan- 
gered its  capital  The  notes  secured  by  a  pledge 
of  stock  had  been  most  objected  to.  So  far  as 
the  stock  was  pledged  at  par,  it  was  evident  that 
the  security  was  perfect — if  not  in  all  eases  for 
prompt,  yet  in  all  for  the  eventual  payment  of 
the  notes.  For  information  on  the  subject  of 
those  notes  and  their  security,  he  referred  to  ta- 
ble 42,  among  the  documents  which  had  been 
published. 

The  whole  value  of  the  stock,  as  the  security, 
estimated  at  par,  exceeded  the  whole  amount  of 
the  loans  which  it  was  pledged  to  secure  by  up- 
wards of  $1,808,000.  But  uiere  were  particular 
loans  which  exceeded  the  value  of  the  stock 
pledged  to  secure  them  (if  that  stock  were  esti- 
mated at  par)  by  $460J873.  This,  then,  was  the 
whole  amount  of  stocx  loans  which  exposed  the 
capital  of  the  bank  to  any  hazard.  ([The  stock- 
holder who  owed  the  par  value  of  his  stock  was 
equally  debtor  and  creditor  of  the  institution— 
the  opposite  quantities  neutralized  each  other.) 
It  was  to  these  ^450,000,  that  the  inquiry  applied; 
was  the  personal  security  given  for  that  amount 
sufficient  ?  The  report  stated  '*  that  the  provision 
'  requiring  an  endorser  for  the  excess  aoove  the 
'  par  value,  was  in  many  instances  effectually 
'  evaded  by  some  of  the  largest  borrowers  becom- 
'  ing  endorsers  for  each  other."  How  far  the 
endorsers  were  responsible  men,  he  did  not  know. 
This  mutual  endorsement  was  one  of  the  evils 
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which  the  pnetiee  of  lendiog  upon  stock  tended 
to  remoFC.  Bat  when  it  wis  eoDsidered  that  the 
whole  amoiint  of  stock  Joens,  for  the  safetf  of 
which  personal  secarity  eoald  be  at  all  necessary, 
was  in  Philadelphia  ^173,450,  and  in  Baltimore 
$276,823,  it  mast  be  admitted  that  there  mi^^ht 
be  a  Tory  free  exchange  of  names  in  those  cities, 
and  these  inconsiderable  amounts  be  yet  effecta- 
ally  secured.  He  thoaghi  it  not  unlikeW  that 
the  committee  had  fallen  »nto  the  error  of  com- 
paring the  personal  security  aot  with  the  moder- 
ate sum  to  whieh.it  was  applicable,  (the  excess 
of  theloan  abore  the  par  yaloe  of  the  stock,)  but 
with  the  large  sum,  for  which  there  was  another 
and  an  adequate  security,  (that  of  the  stock.) 

If  the  loans  on  stock  were  considered  safe,  the 
only  class  of  debts  which  the  committee,  from 
any  information  before  them,  had  reason  to  sup* 
pose  exposed  to  risk,  (and  they  had  that  reason 
only  from  their  magnitude,)  was  that  of  the  debts 
due  in  the  Western  Sutes.  He  had  admitted 
that  some  years  must  pass  before  the  greater  part 
of  these  could  be  paid.  But,  although  the  cir- 
cumstances of  those  States  made  it  likely  that 
they  could  not  be  promptly  paid,  he  saw  no  rea- 
son to  belicTe  that  they  miffnt  not  be  naid  eren* 
tnally.  In  the  meantime,  they  might  oe  consid- 
ered as  diminishing  the  active  capital  of  the 
bank.  It  is,  however,  by  no  means  true,  (where 
the  condition  of  the  country  or  the  charter  of  a 
bank  prevents  it  from  owning  funded  stock,)  that 
long  loans  to  individuals  may  not  properly  be 
made— but  he  was  afraid  to  engage  in  this  di- 
gression. 

He  had  as  yet  said  nothing  as  to  the  violation 
of  the  charter.  It  was,  indeed,  in  his  view  of  the 
matter,  a  subject  of  no  great  importance  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  legal  and  technical  violation  had 
been  committed.  If  the  public  interest  required 
that  the  institution  should  be  preserved,  the  Le- 
gislature would  preserve  for  the  same  reasons  for 
which  they  had  established  it.  The  question  of 
law  would  be  much  better  discussed  by  those  who 
were  acquainted  with  its  intricacies,  and  he  had 
detained  the  Committee  so  long  upon  the  other 
branches  of  the  argument,  that  he  would  com- 
ment very  briefly  upon  this.  He  differed,  he 
believed,  upon  this  subject,  from  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  He  thought  that  none  of 
the  acts  alleged  amounted  to  a  violation  of  the 
charter. 

The  first  violation  of  the  charter,  as  alle^  in 
the  report,  was  that  of  purchasing  two  millions 
of  public  debt.  The  bank,  when  engaged  in  im* 
porting  specie  from  Europe,  had  sold  two  millions 
of  iu  funded  stock  in  England.  This  stock,  in 
the  hands  of  the  bank,  was  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Qovernmeot.  Before  it  had  been 
sabseribed  to  the  bank,  it  bad  been,  by  the  condi- 
tion of  the  loan,  irredeemable  until  the  year  1825. 
The  bank  supposed  that  it  was  restored  to  this 
irredeemable  character  when  it  again  became 
private  property.  He  confessed  that  he  thought 
so;  and  he  believed  it  to  be  a  common,  and  even 
the  general  opinion.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury thought  otherwise,  and  insiMod  upon  the 


right  to  redeem  the  stock  which  had  been  sold  in 
England.  The  loss  which  the  purchasers  would 
in  tnis  way  have  sustained  would  have  impeach- 
ed the  credit  of  the  bank.  To  maintain  it.  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proposed  that  the  iMink 
should  purchase,  on  account  of  the  Qovernment, 
the  same  amount  of  stock  which  it  had  sold ;  and 
it  did  so. 

The  charter  provides  that  the  bank  shall  not 
furchdu  any  public  stock.  The  merest  verbal 
construction  ot  the  sentence — the  interpretation 
to  be  obtained  from  a  dictionary — would  be,  that 
that  the  bank  should  not  ^  acquire  by  buying,'' 
it  should  not  become  the  owner,  by  purchase, 
of  the  public  stock.  And  it  did  not.  There  was 
not  a  moment  during  which  the  hank  was  the 
owner  of  the  stock,  which  was  at  once  transferred 
from  the  individuals  who  sold  it  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  But  he  would 
willingly  waive  the  verbal  question.  What  was 
the  intention  of  the  provision  ?  That  the  bank 
should  not  become  the  owner  of  funded  stock,  so 
as  to  enhance  the  price  when  the  Government 
wanted  to  buy,  or  to  reduce  it  when  it  wanted  to 
borrow.  And  how  could  either  of  these  evils  re- 
sult from  its  buying  at  the  instance  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government, 
any  amount  of  stock  whatever?  But  it  did  not 
a(t,  the  report  says,  as  an  a|^ent  in  the  purchase 
of  the  stock,  because  it  contributed  out  of  its  own 
funds  a  part  of  the  price.  The  committee  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  confounded  two  acts  which 
were  very  distinct.  The  hank,  if  the  Secretary 
was  right,  was  clearly  bound  to  pay  the  difference 
between  the  par  value  of  stock  and  its  actual 
price  to  those  to  whom  they  had  sold  it  as  irre- 
deemable, but  in  whose  hands  the  Secretary  de- 
termined to  redeem  it.  It  was  as  well  to  pay  it 
to  the  Government.  Suppose  it  to  have  done  w^ 
(and  it  substantially  did,)  where  was  the  law 
which  forbade  it,  although  it  had  contributed  a 
part  of  the  funds^  to  act  in  its  usual  and  conve- 
nient character  or  the  agent  of  the  Government. 

If  the  purchase  in  question  be  one  which  is  pro- 
hibited by-  the  charter,  the  directors  who  sanc- 
tioned it  are  liable  by  law  to  a  very  heavy  fine. 
Would  any  member  propose  that  they  should  be 
prosecuted  for  this  act  of  defence  and  benefac- 
tion to  the  €k>vernment?  Could  it  be  that  this 
purchase  was  not  such  a  ^dealing  in  stock"  as 
could  subject  the  individuals  who  made  It  to  per- 
sonal responsibility,  and  yet,  that  It  should  snb« 
ject  the  institution  itself  to  the  penalty  of  disso- 
lution ? 

The  second  allied  violation  of  charter  con- 
sisted in  not  requiring  the  payment  of  the  second 
or  third  instalments  in  coin  and  funded  debt. 
What  are  thefpowers  of  the  directors  as  to  the 
debts  due  to  the  institution  generally?  They 
may  change  the  security,  they  may  prolong  their 
creoit,  they  may  vary  both  the  time  and  place  of 
payment.  Mr.  L.  did  not  see,  when  the  bank 
was  once  in  operation,  that  the  power  of  the 
directors,  in  respect  to  instalments,  was  not  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  in  every  other  debt.  The  com- 
minee  say  that  the  bank  should  have  insiited  upon 


1307 


HISTORY  OF  COHaRBSa 


laoft 


H.  ofR. 


»mk  nfV^$  fJnilM  SkOet. 


FaAwtAMW,  ISia. 


S8SS 


^^  the  specific  thiog."  When  a  bank  is  oi^e  io 
operation,  it  muat  consider  its  own  ^otes  as  spe- 
cie ;  and,  under  the  compact  with  the  State 
bank^  the  National  Bank  was,  in  fact,  obliged  to 
eonsiaer  their  notes  as  specie.  The  question,  in- 
deed, resolves  itself  into  two :  1.  Ought  notes  of 
the  National  or  State  banks  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted in  pafment  of  the  instalments  ?  3.  Ought 
any  discounts  to  have  been  made  to  subscriTOrs 
to  the  bank? 

Can  it  be  seriously  contended  that  the  bank 
ought  not  to  have  received  its  own  notes  as  spe- 
cie 1  You  appear  at  the  counter  with  $1,000  ia 
its  paper.  It  refuses  to  receive  it,  and  insists  that 
you  should  go  through  the  process  of  causing  the 
specie  to  be  brought  from  its  vaults,  paid  to  you 
by  the  teller,  ana  then  to  the  teller  by  yoM,  and 
everything  would  be  formal  and  right.  The  sil- 
ver might  then  be  restored  to  its  fornier  places 
So  even  witn  the  State  bapk  notes.  The  Na- 
tional Bank,  it  is  said,  ought  not  to  have  received 
them.  Tou  miist  then  have  drawn  specie  oi|t  of 
the  State  bepk,  paid  it  into  the  National  Bank — 
the  National  Bank,  under  its  compact,  must  have 
lent  it  immediately  to  the  State  bankfjrom  which 
it  ha4  been  drawn ;  and,  after  ^he  whole  ma^ 
noBuvre  was  over,  the  specie  muat  hi^ve  resumed 
the  peaitioa  which  it  had  left  in  the  morning- 
There  was  but  one  possible  mode  by  which  the 
payment  of  the  instalment  "in  the  speeifio  thing" 
eould  hnre  been  seeured|  (if  it  coiud  have  been 
at  all  secured,)  by  delaying  the  commencement 
of  operatioae  until  they  were  paid.  The  attempt 
would  have  been  very  injurious  to  the  country, 
it  was  incompatible  with  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  and  was  interdicted  bv  the  Law. 
He  had  enlarged  enough  upon  this  aubject  in  the 
^emn^ncement  of  his  obsesrvations*  The  larj^e 
amount  of  notes  which  the  bank  threw  into  cir- 
culation, if  not  a  single  note  had  been  discounted 
for  a  subscriber,  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
ce.Qsing  the  instalments  to.be  paid  in  noteS|  not 
in  coin.  They  would  be  paid  in  whichever  of 
these  articles  coald  be  mosi  eesily  obtained,  and 
if  the  issue  of  it  waa  large,  the  article  most  easily 
obtained  must  be  paper. 

It  WM  hardly  important,  then,  if  they  die? 
counted  at  all,  whether  they  discounted  to  sub- 
scribers or  not.  But  why  should  they,  not  7  The 
very  business  for  which  the  directors,  were  ap- 
pointed was  to  lend  money.  If  a  subscriber  paid 
one  moment,  the  directors  might  properly  lend,  to 
him  the  neit.  If  specjie  were  drawn  from  a  State 
bank  in  one  hour,  they  would  properly  lend  it  to 
the  bank  the  hour  after.  Did  not  this  imply  that 
they  might  prolong  the  credit  of  the  subscriber, 
and  receive  the  note  of  the  bank? 

The  observations  which  he  had  made  applied 
to  the  discounts  for  instalments  generally*  There 
were  peculiar  reasons  in  favor  ofthose  which  were 
made  between  the  3d  and  d3d  of  January,  1817, 
under  the  resolution  of  December  18,  which  made 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation  tothem  not  only 
allowable,  but  wise.  He  had  neither  strength  nor 
time  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  but  he  had  on  hie 
table  the  names  of  all  the  discouateiai  and  an  ex- 


amination would  show  that  they  were  n^t,  ia 
general,  large  stockholders,  and  that  the  great 
proportion  of  their  notes  was  paid  at  maturitv. 

But  the  report  says  that  the  directora  abaa* 
doned  the  means  of  coercion  given  by  the  cbaf* 
ter,  and  gained  nothing.  It  was  true  that,  in  dis- 
counting a  no^e  for  a  subscriber,  to  enable  him  lo 
pay  his  in:»talmeat,  they  gave  up  the  means  of 
coercion  which  the  withholding  the  dividends 
might  fur  Dish.  But  did  they  gain  nothing?  Waa 
it  not  notorious  that,  under  the  common  conitfuc* 
tion  of  the  charter,  it  was  cimsidered  fair,  and  not 
discreditable,  to  postpone  payment  of  the  inatab- 
ment  and  abandon  the  dividend  ?  No  man's  credit 
has  been  hurt  by  this  delay  in  paying  the  inetal- 
ment.  The  first  gain  of  the  banl^  then,  waa  that 
of  pledging  the  personal  credit  of  the  subaeriber 
to  his  punctuality*  The  second  advamege  whidi 
the  baink  gaiaed,  it  might  have  beea  expected, 
could  not  nave  been  overlooked  or  diepiued^— the 
actual  payment  of  ona-fourth  paxt  oi  each  ahaw 
in  funded  stock.  The  third  adaaati^  waa  the 
pled|[e  of  stock,  with  the  power  immediately  ta 
sell  It  upon  the  failure  of  the  subscriber  to  pi^ 
his  note.  He  would  venture  to  say  that  these 
was  not  one  of  these  notes,  the  payment  of  whtclji^ 
at  maturity;,  might  not  have  been  enforced  by  thss 
'projrisioQ.  The  statement  given  bv  the  commit* 
tee  of  the  prioe  of  stocks  during  the  year  1817, 
would  establish  this  propositiQii. 

He  must  here  suggest  the  argumeoir  which 
had  been  anticipated  by  the  gentleoun.from  Yir- 
ginia.    In  January,  1817,  if  the  transaction  of 
which  he  was  speaking  was  wrong  and  miar 
chiftVoMiSi  Congress  knew  it-^knew  it  in  time  to 
prevent  it.    A  committee  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  subject.    This  committee  reported 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  incerposition 
iof  Congress,  and  Congress  did  not  interfere.    A 
;  friend  of  his  from  Geoi|[ia,  propoMd  a  raaolution 
ithat  the  public  depositee  should  be  withheld, 
while  the  plan  which  the  committee  disapprave 
was  peraavei:ed  in.    The  resolution  was  adequate 
to  its  object.    The  House  did  not  take  it  up. 
Since  that  time  how  uiany  purahaaecs  have  be^ 
icoma  interested  in  the  stocki  who  have  nev»r 
i suspected  that  Congress  would  punish  vindia- 
tively  an  act  which  it  would  not  inierposa  to 
•prevent ! 

The  third  instance  of  violaliun  of  charier,  ia 
said  to  consist  in  the  payments  of  dividenda  to 
delinquent  stockholders.  Theae  dividenda  were 
paid  when  their  subscriptions  were  received,  and 
they  ceased  to  be  delinquent.  If  he  understood 
the  docuDients,  the  whole  an^ount  of  dividenda 
so  paid,  of  which  he  had  any  evidence,  waa 
$1;460;  but  from  this  the  interest  which  they 
paid  must  be  deducted,  anid  thty  possibly  re- 
ceived tf96Q  more  than  thev  were  entitled  to. 
The  precise  amount,  indeed,  ia  not  important* 
And  by  whom  were  these  dividends  paid?  Did 
the  directors  order— did  they  know  it?  He  re* 
ally  did  not  think  that  the  payment  of  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars,  however  erroneously,  by  a 
subordinate  officer,  could  be  justly  punished  by 
the  lo8i  of  the  charter  of  the  banl^  oi^  to  Uka 
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th^  test  proposed  by  the  committee,  *^  that  it  de- 
feated the  very  objecu  of  its  institqtioD." 

iThe  fourth  alleged  violatioD  coosisted  io  allow- 
ing bad  votes  to  be  given  at  elections.  Without 
reference  to  the  number  of  these  votes,  or  to 
their  effect  upon  the  electiooi  he  was  willing  to 
leave  the  charge,  without  argument,  to  the  Uom- 
mittee. 

He  had  attempted  to  show  that  the  dissolution 
of  the  bank  charter,  as  a  measure  of  poller,  waa 
DOt  wise — 88  a  penalty,  that  it  was  not  legaL 
But  what  is  just?  Yoii  allege  that  the  instiiu* 
tjion  has  been  mismanaged,  x  ou  admit  that  the 
stockholders  have  been  the  principal  sufferers^ 
and,  jn  resentment  of  their  wrongs,  yoa  ruin 
them.  Ton  censure  the  conduct  of  a  direction 
of  wbich  you  appointed  the  most  active  mem- 
bers and  the  head,  and  you  mulct,  perhaps  to  the 
roin  of  their  fortunes,  tha  men  whose  error  con- 
sists in  supporting  your  appointpients,  and  con- 
fiding in  your  superintendence. 

On  the  whole,  he  should  vote  agi^inst  all  the 
resolutions  before  the  Committee.  His  friend 
irooi  Virginia  had  ^id  that  a  Legislature  may 
repeal  any  of  its  actsl  Can  a  Legislature  make 
a  conUiWSt?  To  assume  the  power  of  annulling 
contracts,  Is  to  lose  the  privilijge  of  making 
th^m* 

The  proposal  for  issuing  a  scire  facias  bad  cer- 
tainly the  recommendation  of  being  within  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  Congresa.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  show  that  it  had  no  other. 

Mr«  L.  said  he  was  too  much  fatigued  to  dis- 
cuss the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  cnairman  of 
the  select  committee.  He  was,  however,  glad 
that  he  had  withdrawn  the  most  objectionable. 
Of  those  which  remained)  some  might  do  a  little 
good,  and  some  a  litUe  harm ;  some  appeared  to 
him  to  be  absolutely  nugatory,  ayid  nearly  all  of 
them  nnimportanu  He  eould  not  understand 
how  the  maintenance  of  a  great  institution,  pow- 
erful as  all  men  allowed  it  to  be.  for  good  or  mi»> 
chie4  should  be  made  to  depena  upon  such  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  Txiing  said,  that  he  was  avare  of  the  em- 
barrassmients  onder  which  he  rose  to  address  the 
Coipnijttee.  Tiie  Ifite  hour  of  the  day  would  be 
enough,  in  itsel4  to  advise  him  of  its  exhausted 
patience.  Bu(  i^  regard  to  the  economy  of  time, 
a  recoUection  ibf^t  but  few  days  remained  for 
l^i&lation,  tndi^Qed  him  to  proceed.  From  the 
moment  that  the  Speaker  thought  proper  to  con- 
fer on  me  the  honor  of  an  appoiotmeot  on  the 
committee  wh^se  report  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, up  to  this,  time,  I  have  felt  the  responsi- 
bility of  my  sitoatioo.  It  is  known  to  you,  Mr* 
Chairmaii^  that  I  represent  a  district  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  decision  of  the  questions  now 
depending.  It,  is  known  to  this  Committee,  that 
it  became  ii^y  duty  to  present  a  petition,  signed 
by  many  of  roy  most  reitpeouble  constitueou,  the 
other  day,  to  the  House,  adverse  to  the  course 
which  I  shall  pursue*  I  can,  however,  sir,  neither 
look  to  the  right  nor  the  lefi-— my  own  personal 
popularity  can  have  no  influence  over  me,  when 
Che  dictates  of.  my  best  judgment,  and  the  obli* 


gallons  of  an  o^th,  rei}uire  of  me  a  pajrtienlar 
course.  Under  such  circumstances,  whether  I 
sink  or  swim  on  the  tide  of  popular  favor^  is  to 
me  a  matter  of  inferior  consideration.  It  is  mjs 
misfortune,  also,  to  follow,  in  this  debate,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina, (Mr.  Lowvn^a,)^ 
whose  views  are,  in  the  geoeraJ,  most  luminous 
and  correct.  Upon  this  question,  however.  I  an 
forced  to  differ  from  him.  Sir,  the  genilemaii 
has  dwelt  upon  the  benefits  arising  from  the 
bank.  He  has  presented  yoni  alone,  the  fair  side 
of  the  picture.  In  many  of  his  views  I  coococ 
with  him,  but  it  becomes  «s  to  eifmine  boMi 
sides  of  the  painting.  He  has  represenud  thia 
institution  as  vitally  connected  with  the  prof* 
perity  of  the  cotintry*  lu  destiuetion  is  to  be 
attended  with  the  moat  £iul  conseqisences.  And 
are  we  come  to  this?  Shall  w^  be  forced  to 
countfenance  speculation  and  fraud  from  the  fUM 
of  enooi^teriqg  the  evils  of  putting  down  tjiia 
system?  la  it  so  completely  inierwovian  with 
our  best  interfsU  as  to  end^iiger  those  iniinft* 
by  puuiog  it  down?  Dpes  this  QovernnMant| 
indeed,  rest  on  this  corpomtAon  for  stability  and 
support?  I  eapnot  beUeife  it*  We  axe  not  y/el 
reduced  to  such  a  sute  of  dfgradMion,  Sijr,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  h»d  exerled 
his  talenu  for  the  puri^osf  of  demising  a  aebfflM 
by  which  we  could  have  sueeessfttUy  extricated 
ourselves  from  our  preifi»(  embarraaaiii^  sitiia* 
tion,  I  cannot  biiJi  think,  with  all  ifespe^t  to  t^M 
ffeotleman,  but  that  he  would  much  more  bent^ 
ficially  have  employed  those  talenu  than  by  the 
course  he' has  thought  propef  to  pursue.  If  the 
evils  of  this  system,  as  disclosed  in  the  repoct  aod 
testimonyi  be  not  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  direeC 
a  scire  facias,  in  the  name  of  Boiyen,  I  demand 
to  know  what  would  bft  coufidfred  %  sn/i^ii^l 
inducement? 

Sir,  in  many  of  the  views  which  the  genilfti 
man  has  taken,  I  concur  wfth  him.entirely^  Thi^ 
the  bank  has  acted  correctly,  in  some  inaiajwes* 
no  one  can  doubt.  That  the  effects  of  some  of 
its  measures  have  been  benefici^  I  am  willing  to 
admit.  It  has  facilitated  the  operations  .of  the 
Treasury  \  it  may  ha.ve  gone  far  to  iatrodnc^  ^^ 
uniform  currency  among  um  I  am  aot  disponed 
to  canvass  these  propositiouSi  Boi,  sir,  the  gei^ 
tleman  has  alluded  to  some  expressions,  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which,  I  thinkt  are  sni- 
ceptible  of  defence.  I  allude  to  the  remarks  he 
has  made  on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  ot 
an  agency  in  fingJana  to  pay  ov^r  the  divideJide 
to  foreign  stockholders.  The  report  baneif 
glances  at  the  propriety  or.  impropriety  of  the 
bank  undertaking  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchajige* 
It  was  a  question  which  the  committee  did  not 
feel  a  disposition  to  decide.  Bui  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agency  in  England  was- esteemed  an 
reprehensible  because  of  its  being  viewed  m  a 
part  of  the  system  which  was  adopted  to  inflate 
the  price  of  stock.  The  theatre  was  enlarged, 
and  the  demand  increased.  I  cannot  conceive 
how  the  domestic  stockholder  was  to  be  benefited 
by  the  adoption  of  the  measure*  It  certainly  did 
not  add  one  cent  to  the  profiu  of  the  bank*    b 
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did  not  iDspire  it  with  increased  ability  to  enlarge 
its  diseoaots,  and  I,  like  the  committee,  feel  that 
it  can  only  hare  been  intended  fbr  the  purposes 
I  have  before  stated. 

Another  expression  has  also  been  excepted  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  yiz: 
^  that  the  loans  actually  made  were  most  of  them 
'unreasonable  and  excessive  in  their  amount; 
*  they  were  not  made  to  the  merchant  and  trader, 
'  but  to  a  few  persons,  consisting  of  directors, 
'  brokers,  and  speculators."  Loans,  on  a  pledge 
of  stock,  were  certainlv  made  indiscriminately  to 
all  who  applied,  but  that  most  of  the  large  and 
excessive  loans  were  made  to  the  persons  de- 
scribed, from  my  recollection  of  facts,  admits  of 
no  doubt.  True,  sir,  of  the  names  of  fourteen 
persons,  which  were  selected,  not  from  any  in- 
formation previously  in  the  possession  of  the 
committee,  but  merely  in  consecjuence  of  the 
amount  of  the  loans,  we  were  mformed  that 
seven  were  merchants,  five  brokers,  and  two  not 
falltnff  under  either  description  of  character.  Yet 
I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman,  if  the  seven 
merchants  were  not  actually  dealers  in  stock ; 
and  whether  the  loans  thus  made  were  not  owing 
to  the  fact^  of  the  discounter  having  received  a 
transfer  or  the  slock,  under  the  resolution  of  the 
board  of  directors,  authorizing  such  transfer  ?  I 
do  not,  therefore,  esteem  the  expression  in  the 
report  liable  to  the  exception  which  has  been 
taken  to  it.  I  repeat,  the  most  of  those  who  ob- 
tained large  loans,  on  a  pledge  of  stock,  were 
actually  speculators  and  brokers. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  disposed  of  the 
exceptions  taken  by  the  honorable  member  to 
some  of  the  expressions  of  the  report,  I  proceed 
to  an  investigation  of  the  subject  more  immedi- 
ately under  consideration.  The  question  whether 
it  be  proper  to  direct  a  scire  facias  against  the 
bank  divides  itself  into  two  heads  of  inquiry. 
First,  whether  the  charter  has  been  so  violated  as 
to  inure  a  forfeiture  ?  And  if  so,  is  it  expedient 
to  exact  the  forfeiture?  The  decision  of  the 
irst  would  preclude  me  from  an  ioi^uiry  into  the 
second.  For,  sir,  inasmuch  as  I  believe  the  crea- 
tion of  this  corporation  to  be  unconstitutional,  I 
cannot,  without  a  violation  of  my  oath,  hesitate 
to  repair  the  breach  thus  made  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, when  an  opportunity  presents  itself  of  doing 
so,  without  violating  the  public  faith.  But,  be- 
lieving also,  that  it  is  expedient  to  put  it  down, 
and  other  gentlemen  feeling  themselves  at  liberty 
to  follow  up  that  inquiry,  f  propose  to  express  to 
you  my  views  on  that  subject. 

I  contend,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  char- 
ter has  been  violated,  and  that,  if  subjected  to  in- 
vestigation before  a  court  of  justice,  it  will  be  de- 
clared null  and  void.  I  would  only  have  vou 
look  to  the  long  catalogue  of  crime  detailed  in 
the  report— to  those  practices  calculated  only  to 
pamper  a  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many — to 
the  corruption  which,  by  its  illicit  gains,  almost 
laughs  at  your  power.  Shall  we  be  told,  with 
these  facu  starins  us  in  the  face,  that  this  charter 
has  not  been  violated  ?  Say  that  no  particular 
clause  has  been  violated— that  the  votes  were  ta- 


ken according  to  the  first  fundamental  article  in 
the  charter — that  the  $7,000,000  in  specie  re- 
quired has  all  been  paid  in — ^yet,  I  demand  to 
know,  if  the  great  objects  of  the  institution  have 
not  been  defeated  ?  You  create  a  thing  for  good, 
and  not  for  evil.  Yet  the  good,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, vanishes,  and  evil  alone  exists.  You  incor- 
porate a  company  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and  the  machine 
thus  created  is  managed,  exclusively,  for  the  asr- 

f:randizement  of  a  few,  and  not  for  the  good  of  all. 
s  not  this,  to  adopt  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
committee,  so  to  misuse  the  powers  granted,  as  to 
defeat  the  objects  of  the  charter  ?  The  most  rep- 
rehensible proceeding  takes  place — ^almost  everv 
object  expressed  in  the  charter  is  disappointea, 
and  can  it  still  be  insisted  that  the  corporation 
has  not  forfeited  its  franchises?  It  is  a  broad 
and  great  principle  for  which  I  contend.  It  is  for 
the  doctrine  of  responsibility  due  from  the  crea- 
ture to  the  creator — the  principle  on  which  our 
€k>vernment  is  founded.  The  President  is  in- 
vested with  certain  powers;  yet,  if  he  abuses  or 
misuses  those  powers,  he  forfeits  his  seat — the 
object  of  his  election  is  disappointed— so,  in 
regard  to  every  other  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Shall  a  corporation  alone  be  irresponsible? 
There  is  nothing  in  reason  or  in  law,  to  justify 
the  idea.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  position  I 
have  assumed,  that  a  misuse  of  a  franchise  is  a 
forfeiture  thereof,  is  not  sufficiently  supported  by 
reference  to  the  principles  of  our  Crovernment. 
whither  shall  we  look  for  still  further  argument? 

The  common  law  has  been  pronouncra  inope- 
rative, in  the  courts  of  the  Union,  by  many  hon- 
orable gentlemen.  But,  sir,  without  stopping  to 
inquire  into  the  correctness  of  that  position,  Lam 
willing  to  yield  to  those  who  hold  a  different  doc- 
trine all  the  benefits  of  the  rules  flowing  from 
that  source ;  and,  under  the  principles  of  that  law. 
I  shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  the  correctness  of 
the  proposition  for  which  I  am  contending.  Noth- 
ing was  more  easily  effected  than  the  forfeiture 
of  a  franchise  at  common  law.  The  statute  of 
18  Edward  11.  was  an  act  to  restore  franchises  to 
those  who  had  lost  them.  Sandwich  lost  its  priv- 
ileges, immunities,  and  franchises,  for  a  very 
slight  cause.  It  had  entered  into  a  covenant 
with  the  abbot  of  St.  Austin,  in  Canterbury,  to 
deliver  annually  to  the  abbot  a  certain  quantity 
of  wine.  It  did  not  complete  its  engagement,  bat 
remained  indebted  on  account  thereof  some  twentj" 
or  thirty  marks.  For  this  sum,  a  suit  was  insti- 
tuted, judgment  obuined,  and  an  execution  issued, 
and  levied  on  the  property  of  the  corporation ; 
and  because  some  of  the  inhabitants  made  a  res» 
cue  of  the  property,  it  was  judged  by  the  court, 
and  afterwards  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  that 
the  town  had  forfeited  its  charter. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  John- 
son) referred  you  also  to  the  caseof  the  Kingiw. 
the  city  of  London.  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to 
the  reasoning  adopted  by  the  Attorney  General 
in  that  case,  to  corroborate  and  strengthen  my 
position.  These  two  cities,  the  one  for  the  com- 
misiion  of  a  trespass,  and  the  other  for  having 
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emeeded  iti  powers  in  imposiiiif  a  market  toll, 
were  declared  to  have  Iwt  tne  privileges  and  im- 
raooities  secured  to  them  bf  soeeessire  acts  of 
ParlitmeDt,  and  b^  magna  charia  itself.    Com- 
pare those  eases  with  the  present  case.    What 
18  this  case  1    Sir,  I  forbear  to  represent  it.    I 
will  on\f  refer  700  to  the  mass  of  testimony,  ail 
which  goes  to  show  that  the  charter  has  been 
most  shameAilljr  perverted  to  the  purposes  of 
sCoeltjobbiDg  and  speculation.    I  d6  not  mean  to 
insist  that  these  cases  are  obligatory  on  us— far 
from  it.    I  am,  on  the  contrary^  disposed  to  think, 
that  it  woald  comport  better  with  our  permanent 
good,  if  our  courts  would  carve  out  for  themselves 
a  coarse  of  decision  in  consonance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government.    Bar,  if  we  are  to  re« 
fer  to  arguments  arising  under  common  law,  I 
repeat  again,  that  the  argument  delivered  by  the 
Attorney  Oeneral,  in  the  case  of  the  King  «#.  the 
City  of  London,  is  well  deserving  of  attention. 
That  ease  has  always  been  quoted  as  an  evidence 
of  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  ^he  English  jndi- 
c4ary,  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  monarch.    But 
the  reasoning  in  the  case  is  not  affected  by  that 
aocQsation  against  the  court.    But,  in  truth,  we 
require  no  foreign  precedents  to  govern  us  in  de- 
ddioe  OS  this  question  of  forfeiture.    The  charter 
CMMains «  prevision  which  will  silence  further 
in4|Blry.    It  expressly  deeiares  that,  if  a  tcirefa- 
c<a#  be  directed,  and  the  court  believe  that  any 
violttlioo  of  the  charter  has  taken  place,  it  shall 
pronounce  it  forfeited  and  null.    Before  we  di- 
rect a  actr0./2iciafc  wehave  to  satisfy  ourselves  of 
the  same  fact,  ana  the  question  recurs,  has  any 
such  vkktioa  taken  place  1    That  it  has  I  have 
no  doitht.    Your  great  object  in  creatinjg  this 
corporation,  was  to  reclaim  the  country  mm  a 
flood  of  paptor,  irredeemable  in  specie.  You  wished 
a  bank  with  a  sufficient  specie  basis  to  cause  its 
notes  to  pass  currently  for  gold  and  silver.    As 
9Lfttn%  means  for  accomplishing  this  object,  cer- 
tain fundamental  articles  were  laid  down.    The 
first  article  limited  the  number  of  votes  to  be 
given  by  eaeh  stockholder.    It  was  intended  to 
deny  to  the  large  stockholders  the  power  of  de- 
feating your  intentiOBs;  and  yet  what  It  done'? 
Rvnsion  is  resorted  to,  and  4n  the  outset  the-etlp- 
idntions  of  the  contract  ware  violated,  and  instead 
of  giving  but  thirty  votes,  one  individual  gives 
eleven  huadied,  on  eleven  h vodred  shares.    The 
sMoktiolder  has  accepted  a  covenant  on  certain 
ptowtivecondltions }  he  has  agreed  to  carry  It  into 
egeentien  in  good  faith,  and  yet,  the  moment  aliter, 
be  violates  a  fundamental  article.    He  has  also 
espressly  agreed  that  it  shall  be  fulfilled  or  for- 
feited ;  and  still,  when  the  fact  of  nonfutfilment 
iefiUy  established,  it  is  contended  that  no  for- 
feiture ensues.    1  should  rely  strongly  on  the 
gvoond,  that  a  violation  of  a  fundamental  article 
pfodoeed  a  forfeiture.    That  which  is  funda* 
mental  cannot  be  aUered--eannot  be  changed. 
Can  you  remove  the  pillars  ^f  this  charter,  and 
yet  expect  it  to  stand?    Can  you  remove  the 
fooodntion,  and  yet  expect  the  fabric  to  remain  ? 
It  is  only  necessarv  to  state  the  proposition,  in 
Older  to  receive  the  answer.    The  gentlentan 
15ch  Cov.  »d  Ssss.— 42 


fVom  South  Carolina  has  contended,  that  thie 
violation  was  the  consequence  of  the  acts  of  par> 
ticolar  individuals,  and  not  of  the  corporate  body, 
and  that  therefore  no  forfeiture  ensues.  How^ 
many  persons  were  concerned  in  the  violation  of 
this  article,  is  at  least  problematical.  Let  it  be 
recollected  that  Mr.Leiper  states,in  his  deposition, 
and  he  was  not  only  a  director,  but  a  judge  01 
the  election,  that  he  divided  .his  shares,  and  that 
it  was  generally  done  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
the  election.  Bur,  in  addition  to  this,  it  never 
was  discountenanced  by  the  directors.  They 
suflered  the  violation  to  take  place  under  their 
very  noses  ;  many  of  them  were  individually  coin 
oerned  in  it,  and  not  a  syllable  of  reprehension  is 
uttered.  But  the  position  of  the  geotlemao  from 
South  Carolina,  is  not  based  on  le^al  principles. 
What  is  the  definition  of  a  corporation  aggregate! 
A  corporation  aggregate  is  uescribed  to  be  <*an 
'  artificial  bodf,  composed  of  divers  constituent 
'  members,  ad  imtar  corporis  humanis  the  Iiga« 

*  meats  of  which  artificial  body  are  the  franchisee 
'  and  liberties  thereof,  which  bind  and  unite  all  its 
'  members  together,  and  in  which  the  whole  frame 

*  and  essence  of  the  corporation  constsr.'*  It  ie* 
compared  to  a  national  body.  Sir,'  if  any  one 
member  of  my  body  offend,  the  whole  body  beara 
the  punishment.  If  mv  finger  violates  the  law, 
my  body  pays  the  penalty.  If  my  hand  executes 
murder,  that  hand  is  not  lopped  off,  but  the  liga« 
ments  and  artcAes  of  my  system  are  cut  asunder. 
With  equal  propriety  might  the  natural  body 
complain  that  it  was  made  to  suffer  for  the  mis- 
deeds of  its  members,  as  that  a  corporation  aggre- 
gate should  complain  that  it  was  made  to  bear 
the  same  relation  to  ite  members.  If  this  were 
not  the  correct  rule,  1  demand  to  know  in  what 
manner  vou  would  reach  the  guilty  person  ? 

But,  Air.  Chairman,  the  effect  ofthis  violation 
does  not  stop  here;  if  it  did,  it  might  be  over* 
looked.    I  consider  it  the  root  and  foundation  of 
every  evil.    Shall  I  be  considered  as  expressing 
mvself  too  harshly  when  I  say  to  you,  that  I  a»> 
crihe  the  non-payment  of  the  second  instalment, 
to  this  very  violation.    I  am  not  conscious  of  be- 
ing wanting  in  charity ;  I  am  not  aware  of  hav- 
ing toe  much  gall  or  bitterness  in  my  nature^, 
nay,  I  would  sooner  if  I  could,  frame  an  aj^logy 
fertheevroteof  my  fellow  men,  than  expose  them 
naked  to  the  stght<    But,  does  not  the  fact  stara- 
ua  palpably  in  tiie  face,  that  the  resolution  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  autheriziog  discounts  to  enable' 
stoekhoMers  to  pay  up  the  second  instalment, 
was  inteaded.  and  actually  applied,  to  the  bcaefic- 
of  the  stockneiders  residing  in  the  Vicinity  of 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  whose  influence  had>' 
beeome  overwhelming,  in  consequence  of  the 
violation  of  which  I  complaia  1    The  maa  who 
resided  at  a  distance  derived  no  benefit,  no  facilityy 
under  the  resolution.    He  had  not  been  amoag 
the  knowing  ones ;  he  had  not  heard  a  whisper 
that  such  a  resolution  would  be  adopted,  before 
its  aetuai  promulgation ;  be  had  prepared  the  spe- 
cie and  stock  to  meet  his  engagements,  aad  did 
meet  them.    Was  not  this  measure  then  not  only 
catealated  to  defeat  the  payment  of  specie,  but  to 
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diMppoiot  the  very  inducement  vou  held  out  for 
punctuality  ?  The  diridendsofaeiiDquentstock- 
nolderswere  declared  to  be  forfeited,  and  yet  this 
overweening  influence  had  the  effect  to  do  away 
this  salutary  regulation,  and  to  cause  the  benefits 
of  punctuality  to  be  distributed  to  all  alike.  Nor 
did  the  evil  stop  here.  This  same  influence  pro- 
duced the  resolution  of  the  25th  August,  1817, 
autboriziog  the  loans  on  stock  at  $125  per  share, 
and  the  stockjobbing  which  followed.  But  I  go 
further,  and  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  make  the 
declaration,  that  the  present  situation  of  this 
country — the  distress  In  the  mercantile  world — 
the  bankruptcies  in  your  cities — are  in  a  great 
measure  ascribable  to  this  very  violation.  What 
has  produced  the  great  drain  of  specie  from^  the 
North  ?  I  will  not  repeat  the  reasoning  contained 
in  the  reports ;  I  will  only  remind  you  of  the  ex- 
cessive drafts  from  Baltimore.  The  directors 
at  Philadelphia  saw  the  ruin  which  threatened 
them ;  they  protested  against  the  practice.  What 
more  could  they  do  ?  They  dare  not  act  decis- 
ively; they  could  only  supplicate,  and  entreat. 
And  why  not?  George  Williams  answers  the 
question — names  could  be  obtained  in  Baltimore 
at  eleven  pence  a  piece.  These  excessive  issues 
had  the  effect  of  producing  a  curtailment  on  the 

£art  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  the  State 
anks  vrere  driven  to  the  adoption  of  the  same 
system,  as  a  measure  of  self-defence.  Ruin  and 
bankruptcy  have  been  the  inevitable  effects.  Sir. 
eighteen  months  ago  we  were  pro-sperous  and 
happy.  What  now  is  our  situation?  Gloom 
and  despondence  in  our  cities-^usOry  stalking  at 
large,  and  boasting  of  its  illicit  i^ains,  while  hon- 
esty and  industry  are  covered  with  rags,  the  mel- 
ancholy image  o£  our  changed  condition.  Does 
it  not  ioilow,  then,  that  this  was  such  a  violation 
as  was  calculated  to  defeat  the  objects  expressed 
in  the  charter  ?  We  are  disappointed,  as  to  the 
mode  of  voting — as  to  the  payment  of  specie — 
as  to  the  dividends;  and  every  measure  calculated 
to  produce  evil  has  grown  out  of  this;  and  yei 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina  gravely  contends 
that  this  charter  is  not  forfeited  1 

I  know  it  will  be  said  that  the  course  pursued 
in  subscribing  for  the  stock  of  other  banks  was 
similar  to  that  pursued  in  regard  to  this,  and  that 
the  charter  in  itself  was  not  sufficiently  guarded. 
For  myseii^  I  can  listen  to  no  such  excuse.  Was 
this  stipulation  entered  into  merely  to  gull  and 
deceive?  Did  Congress,  at  the  time  of  creating 
this  charter,  introduce  this  article  that  it  might 
be  violated  ?  Did  the  stpckholder,  when  he  ac- 
cepted it,  accept  it  with  a  knowledge  of  this  con- 
dition—and shall  he  be  permitted  to  say,  "  true,  I 
contracted  with  you  on  certain  conditions,  which 
I  never  intended  to  fulfil  ?"  Did  he  sign  it  with 
good  faith  or  with  bad  ?  Thai  he  has  executed 
It  in  bad  faith,  there  is  no  doubt;  but  I  ask  of 
honorable  gentlemen  to  say,  if  they  really  do 
think  that  this  stipulation  was  made  out  of  mere 
sport,  and  to  afford  to  the  stockholder  an  oppor- 
tunity of  evincing  his  cunning  and  ingenuity  ? 
I  have  the  authority  of  the  charter  to  contradict 
soch  a  conclusion.    But,  give  the  argument  all 


the  force  vou  please,  what  will  it  avail  ?  True, 
other  banks  may  have  suffered  such  violations  of 
their  charters,  (I  am,  however,  not  cognizant  of 
the  fact,)  and  have  been  still  suffered  to  exist. 
But,  is  the  bare  circumstance  of  their  having  es- 
caped with  impunity,  any  evidence  of  the  legal- 
ity of  their  conduct?  Has  the  question  ever 
been  presented  to  a  court  of  justice?  In  order 
that  it  should  be  urged  as  a  justification  of  this 
violation,  it  must  1^  shown  to  have  received  a 
legal  sanction.  You  cannot  justify  illegal  acts 
by  illegal  acts,  or  the  violation  of  a  contract  by 
the  violation  of  a  previous  contract.  But  the 
charter  was  not  sufficiently  guarded. 

Can  this  position  be  relied  on  ?  What  reply 
shall  I  make  to  it?  Sir,  I  present  the  contract 
to  your  view.  The  stockholder  had  expressly 
stipulated  to  observe  its  provisions,  and  a  faithful 
compliance  on  his  part  is  guarantied  by  the  last 
clause,  which  declares,  that,  unless  he  fulfils  bis 
undertaking,  the  compact  shall  be  forfeited  and 
null. 

[Here  Mr.  Tucub,  of  Virginia,  it  being  at  a 
late  hour,  and  Mr.  Ttlbr  having  given  way, 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  which  it 
accordingly  did.] 

On  Monday  morning  Mr.  Ttlbr  resumed  his 
argument  of  Saturday.  He  recapitulated  the 
grounds  he  had  taken,  and  begged  leave,  to  ex- 

Klain  a  remark  which  he  then  made  in  reply  to 
Ir.  LowNDBS,  as  tq  the  expression  that  most  of 
the  large  and  excessive  loans  were  made  to  spec- 
ulators. I  feel  myself  authorized,  he  said,. to  re- 
peat the  assertion  upon  more  mature  reflection, 
aided  by  reference  to  a  document  in  my  posses- 
sion. Let  me  not  be  misunderstood — when  I 
speak  of  large  loans,  I  do  not  mean  loans  of  ten, 
twenty,  or  even  forty  thousand  dollars.  For, 
although  these  elsewhere  would  be  considered 
large  and  excessive,  yet,  at  Philadelphia,  in  look- 
ing over  the  books,  the  eye  being  attracted  by 
greater  objects,  would  scarcely  rest  on  them  for 
a  moment.  Sir,  I  will  give  you  the  amount  of 
such  loans  as  I  allude  to.  One  loan  of  $97,000 
to  one  individual ;  two  of  $123,000  each ;  one  of 
9140,000;  another  of  $166,900;  others  of  $277,- 
000,  (365,000,  $400,000,  and  another  of  $1,800,- 
000.  £ach  of  these  is  an  individual  loan,  or,  what 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  B  loan  to  individuals 
and  mercantile  firms.  I  am  not  permitted  to  dis- 
close the  names  of  these  discounters  unless  the 
House  should  demand  the  disclosure,  which  I 
should  hope  it  would  not  do,  as  it  would  only 
have  the  effect  of  injuring  private  credit,  and 
lead  to  no  practical  result.  Ihave  given  you  in- 
stances -of  the  loans  made  to  ten  dif'counters, 
forming  the  enormous  aggregate  of  $3,692,150. 
Can  any  one  pretend  to  justify  such  a  stale  of 
thing:s  ?  Is  it  to  be  countenanced  by  any  correct 
banking  principle  ?  The  bank  has,  in  fact,  com- 
mitted an  act  of  suicide  against  itself.  Can  it 
control  the  funds  thus  disposed  of?  If  it  adopts 
a  system  of  curtailment,  must  not  cases  such  as 
I  have  mentioned  form  exceptions  to  that  sys- 
tem? If  it  imposes  an  equal  share  of  curtail- 
ments on  such  persons  with  the  other  debtors  of 
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Che  bank,  bankraptcy  woold  be  the  ineri table 
consequence.  Sir,  the  mother  bank  itself  has,  by 
its  conduct,  justified  me  in  entertaining  these 
opinions.  It  has  resorted  to  a  curtailment  of  its 
debts,  and  has  nerer  touched  the  discounts  on 
pledged  stock.  From  eight  to  ten  millions  of  its 
debts  have  thus  escaped  redqction,  and,  of  course, 
an  increased  pressure  has  fallen  on  our  cities.  I 
do  not  esteem  it  necessary  to  press  any  further 
this  opinion.  It  must  be  obvious  to  all.  What 
does  this  statement  still  further  prove  ?  Does  it 
not  prove  the  influence  of  the  large  stockholders 
over  the  institution,  in  consequence  of  the  divi- 
sion of  votes  1  Let  not  gentlemen  deceive  them- 
selves in  another  point  of  view.  The  petition  I 
presented  you  the  other  day,  Mr.  Chairman, 
brings  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  with  dejected 
countenance  and  eyes  swimming  with  tears,  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  whose  funds  have  been 
vMed  in  this  institution.  They  are  made  to 
utter  curses  against  us  if  we  take  any  step  to  put 
down  this  corporation.  The  picture  is  improp- 
erly filled  up.  It  is  the  speculator,  the  stocKJoD- 
her,  who  should  have  been  presented,  kneeiiug 
before  us.  He  alone  is  now  to  be  affected.  The 
curses  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  will  be  ut- 
tered against  them,  not  against  us,  for  we  are 
doing  the  innocent  stockholder  an  act  of  justice, 
by  relieving  him  from  the  company  into  which 
he  has  fallen,  and  returning  him  his  money.  I 
shall  presently  show  that  it  is  to  his  interest  to 
have  this  bank  put  down.  I  hasten  to  a  promi- 
nent instance  of  violation  of  this  charter,  and  the 
last  which  I  shall  consider.  I  mean  a  failure  to 
pay  the  instalments  in  specie  and  in  funded  debt, 
which,  although  a  consequence  of  the  preceding 
violation,  deserves  to  be  distinctly  considered. 

Will  it  be  urged  that  the  stockholders  were 
authorized  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the  bax^  1  Upon 
what  principle  will  this  be  justified?  Will  the 
course  pursued  by  other  banks  furnish  any  justi- 
fication? Why  was  this  bank  created?  Was 
it  to  imitate  the  ezansple  of  other  banks,  or  to 
avoid  their  errors?  The  country  was  flooded 
with  paper  money.  Our  statesmen  had  sketched 
out  blessings  without  number  in  the  creation  of 
a  multiplicity  of  institutions.  When  the  scheme 
first  came  up,  wealth  was  promised  to  all.  This 
land  was  to  be  converted  into  a  garden.  On  pa- 
P^  ^ings  we  were  to  have  soared  to  the  heijp^ht 
of  our  wishes.  One  dollar  was  to  be  manufac- 
tured into  three.  The  manufactory  of  paper 
went  on.  The  beggar's  rags  were  even  coveted, 
and  the  alleys  of  our  streets  ransacked  for  mate- 
rials to  convert  into  money.  For  a  time  all  went 
on  swimmingly.  The  dreams  of  wealth  visited 
our  pillows.  The  visioin  was  brilliant— was  en- 
chanting. We  fancied  we  held  in  our  embraces 
youth,  and  beauty,  and  unspotted  purity.  But 
the  sutt  rose,  and  the  cop  of  our  joy  was  dashed 
from  our  lips.  Instead  of  holding  in  our  arms 
the  form  of  loveliness  and  virtue,  we  found  our- 
selves in  the  embraces  of  an  old  and  haggard 
witch,  deformed  in  her  features,  corrupting  by 
her  example,  and  breathing  around  her  ruin  and 
misery.    It  was  in  truth  the  real  image  of  bank- 


ruptcy.   We  had  forgotten  the  fable  of  the  dog 
and  his  shadow;  for  we  had  let  go  the  substance 
and  grasped  nothing  but  empty  air.    We  discov- 
ered, when  it  was  too  late,  that  we  had  exchanged 
gold  aod  silver  for  worthless  trash.    The  banks 
could  not  redeem  their  notes — they  had  to  stop 
payment.    At  this  moment  the  National  Bank 
was  thought  qf.    The  great  object  was  to  secure 
to  It  a  specie  payment,  for  which  purpose  seven 
millioos  of  dollars  was  directed  to  be  paid  *Ma 
the  gold  or  silver  coin  of  Spain  or  of  the  United 
States."    Has  it  been  paid  ?    It  is  admitted  that 
it  has  not.   Ha^  not  the  charter,  then,  if  it  means 
anything,  been  violated  ?    I  reason  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  common  sense.    Can  you  manufacture 
gold  and  silver  coin  into  paper  ?    And,  if  this 
process  cannot  be  performed  at  your  mint,  has 
the  bank  the  possession  of  the  secret  ?    Yes,  sir, 
it  possesses  the  secret.  Ask  if  the  gold  and  silver 
has  been  paid ;  yon  are  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive.   Ask  an  explanation  as  to  the  manner,  and 
you  are  told  by  the  wise  heads,  "  why,  our  paper 
IS  equivalent  to  specie,  and  the  payment  has  been 
made  in   that."    By  the  same  proces.s,  too,  is 
Government  stock  manufactur^a  at  tbe  bank. 
But,  it  is  urged  that  the  bank  was  bound  to  re- 
deem its  notes  in  specie,  and  that,  therefore,  its 
notes  were  as  good  as  specie.    This  presents 
another  enigma.    I  should  like  to  know  how  it 
was  to  be  called  on  to  redeem  its  notes  before  it 
had  any  in  circulation?    This  secret  was  not 
discovered  before  the  18ih  December,  1816,  and 
the  second  instalment  fell  due  directly  thereaf- 
ter.   And,  if  the  bank  had  not  goiie  into  opera- 
tion before  the  first  of  February,  I  should  like  to 
know  where  its  notes  were  to  be  obtained  ?    As 
to  the  second  instalment,  the  positron  must  fail.* 
It  is,  however,  said,  that  the  charter  did  not  con- 
tain provisions  strong  enough  to  compel  a  eom<> 
pliance.    The  forfeiture  of  the  dividends  was  not 
sufficient.    And  yet,  at  the  very  moment  that  the 
inefficiency  of  this  provision  is  complained  of,  the 
directors  render  it  still  more  feeble  and  inefficient 
by  throwing  open  the  doors  of  the  bank.    The 
resolution  confines  the  discounts  to  stockholders, 
thus  enabling  those  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  d'elinquent  to  pay  up  the  instalment,  not  in 
specie  and  funded  debt,  but  by  a  bank  accommo- 
dation.   But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  contend  that  the 
directors  had  full  power  to  compel  a  compliance 
with  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  charter. 
They  might  have  instituted  suits  in  the  courts  of 
justice  against  those  who  might  have  been  delin- 
quent; by  which  means,  I  venture  nothing  whea 
I  BAj  they  could  have  recovered  the  amount  of 
the  instalment  in  specie  and  in  Government 
stock,  with  interest  from  the  time  it  should  have 
been  paid.    But,  if  this  course  was  doubtful,  they 
might  have  resorted  to  a  more  efficient  exercise 
of  power.    Suppose  that  the  resolution  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  had  been  a  resolution  announcing 
to  all,  that,  until  the  second  instalment  was  paid, 
no  delinquent  stockholder  should  receive  an  ac- 
commodation at  the  bank.    I  verily  believe  that 
such  a  course  would  have  produced  the  most  ben- 
eficial efiectt.    It  would  have  either  produced  a 
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p^Tment  of  the  iD8talm€0t  or  a  more  e^ual  dis- 
trioatioQ  of  th^  stock — the  one  sabsemag  the 
objects  of  the  charter,  the  other  grapplioji^  with 
the  spirit  of  speealatioD  and  07erthrowiQg  it  in  its 
iofaocy.  It  woald  have  made  it  the  decided  io- 
terest  of  the  large  stockholder  to  have  paid  ap. 
The  meo  holdiog  the  largest  qoantitf  of  stock 
are  merchants.  They,  most  of  all  others,  require 
bank  accommodalion.  The  pressure  of  the  times 
would  have  forced  them  to  look  to  the  bank  for 
aid.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  effect  described 
would  have  flowed  from  the  measure.  And,  if 
they  could  not  have  paid  up  on  all  their  shares, 
they  would  only  haveNretamed  so  many  as  they 
could  have  paid  for.  No,  sir,  nothing  oi  this  sort 
could  be  done.  The  directors  dare  not  have  en- 
eouDtered  the  dislike  of  the  large  stockholders 
with  their  innumerable  votes.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  manly,  honorable  in  them,  to  have 
pursued  such  a  course*  They  might  have  met 
complaints  with  the  charter  in  their  hand.  They 
mignt  have  said  to  the  stockholder,  you  have 
made  a  solemu  compact  with  the  Qovernment. 
Tou  are  bound  by  every  principle  of  honesty  to 
efiectuate  your .  undertakmg.  When  you  have 
done  so,  and  not  before, can  you  expect  any  ben-; 
efit  from  the  institution. 

As  to  the  third  instalment,  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  directors  are  not  culpable  for  the  manner 
of  the  pavmenL  I  do  not  require  impossibilities 
to  be  performed*  It  was  perhaps  impracticable, 
by  any  regulation  of  tiie  board,  to  have  prevented 
an  invasion  of  the  charter.  But  yet  the  stock- 
holder violated  the  covenant.  He  had  no  impos- 
sibility to  perform ;  he  was  bound  to  pay  in  specie 
and  in  funded  debt.  Is  it  an  excuse  for  him  to 
say,  it  was  easv  for  me  to  evade  my  contract,  and 
I  did  evade  it  f .  Are  we  to  submit  to  such  mock- 
ery of  justice?  Do  we  sit  here  to  countenanqe 
such  evasions?  What  a  farce,  then,  is  your 
legislation !  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina contends  that  the  bank  had  entered  into  a 
contract  witii  the  State  banks,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  to  the  second  instalment,  arose,  out 
of  a  desire,  on  the  paxt  of  the  bank,  to  fulfil  that 
enslavement.  I^  is  only  ni^cessary  to  say,  that 
this,  inf  tead  of  diipinisKingi  increases  thp  error 
of  the.  bank.  It  had  no  rignt  tp  eoiterintoa  con* 
tr#ct  w,bich  should  force  upon  it  a  violatipa  of 
the  ebfirler ;  and.  to  carry  mto  execution  such 
eontf aqt,  wa,a  douniy  to  violate  the  charter.  But, 
if  1  am.wfon^  here,  I  would  inquire  of  the  geor 
tlemenj  what  is  the  date  of  the  contract  witk  the 
State  banks  ?  Sir,  it  is  dated  the  last  of  JiMiuyiry, 
ldl7»  When  was  th^. resolution  to  discoMPt  to 
stockholders  adopted  i  One  month  befpr?.  So 
that  it  is  perfectly  obviousi  tbftt  the  ba,ok  was 
untrammeUed  by  any  eQgagemont  at  .the  tim^pf 
its  having  adopted  the  resolution  to  wfiicih  I  have 
alluded.  But,  sir,  there  was  gross  injvistice,.  I 
will  not. say  fraud,  practised  on  the  Government} 
and  on  those  who  had  paid  up  the  second  instal- 
ment, by  admitting  those,  who  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  r^olution,  to  come  in  foe  a  share  of 
the  dividends.  The  fin|t  had  paid  op,  according 
to  contracts  the  other  only  canceUedoae  obliga- 


tion, by  entering  into  another.  They  discharged 
one  bond  by  giving  another.  Tbey  added  not 
one^cent  to  the  ability  of  the  bank  to  discount; 
they  contributed  nothing  to  its  capital,  and  added . 
not  a  dollar  to  the  specie  in  its  vaults.  If,  theu, 
the  profits  of  the  bank  had  been  divided  among 
those  only  who  had  paid  up  in  specie  and- public 
stock,  the  dividend  would  have  been  greater  to 
each.  The  bank  traded  on  the  specie  and  stock, 
which  my  constituents  and  others  paid  in  on  the 
first  and  second  instalments  and  divided  the 
profits  of  trade  with  those  who  had  not  advanced 
a  cent  on  the  second  instalment.  .  It  may  be  said 
that  it  was  the  loan  to  the  stockholders,  that 
caused  the  dividend  to  be  as  great.  The  position 
is  not  tenable.  The  bank  obtained  on  the  loaa 
no  more  than  six  per  cent.,  and  this,  without  the. 
loan,  each  delinquent  would  have  been  bound  to 
pay  ;  for  the  amount  due  for  the  instalment  would 
have  borne  interest  from  the  time  it  fell  due. 
Shall  we  not  only^  theUj  suffer  the  charter  to  be 
violated,  but  submit  to  be  deprived  of  our  rightful 
gains  1    For  one,  I  protest  against  it. 

We  have  been  told  by  tne  gentleman  from. 
South  Carolina,  TMr.  LowHosa,)  that  the  sublect 
of  this  violation  naa  once  heretofore  been  before 
os»  and  that,  not  having  acted  then,  we  should 
not  act  now.    What  was  thefapt?    The  Houso^ 
soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  had  it  intimated  to  it  that  such  a, 
resolution  had  been  adopted.    The  subject  waa 
referred  to  a  committee,  who  made  a  report, 
founded  on  a  letter  from  a  director  casually  in 
this  city,  (M.r-  Lloyd.)  and  which  report  wa4 
neither  adopted  nor  reiected,  but  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table.    We  had  then  only  a  partial  view.  of. 
the  measure;  we  knew  not  in  what  spirit  it  had 
originated ;  we  knew,  nothing  of  the  violation  of 
the  first  fundamental  article  of  the  charter ;  we  sava 
not  tha^  it  was  but  the  bolt  which  opened  the. 
door  to  speculation  and  individual  aggrandize^ 
men|»    These  things  w^e  then  concealed  from, 
our  view*    But,  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  say,  what  measure  we  should  then  have adoot* 
ed?    Should  wc^have  takepiUpoo  ourselvea  taa.. 
managemeat  of  the  bank?    Did  it  beloi^  to  ua 
to  say  to  the.  directors,  your  ire^oiuiiioo.  is  a.  bad 
onci  and  in  violation  of. the  charter,  therefoca 
rescind,  it  ?    Or,  if  we  w^re  not  to  pursue  tba( 
eoucae^  does  it  make  ai^y  difierenee  whether  we.. 
bad  then  re^iiided  the  charter). or  doit  now.) 
Or  yes,  sir,  there  would^  hav^  been  some  differ* 
ence  J  a  great  difference  m  the  cases.    We  should, 
have  been  saved  the  pain  of  beMding. the  picture 
presented  by  the  report  and  testimojay ;  we  should 
have  been  aaved  Uie  sight  of  th(is  cold  and  unleeln 
ing  speculation,  which  ha^  grown  up  among  uat 
Nay,  our  reliance  on  the  virtue  and, integrity  of 
mfQO  standing  high  in  our  eonfideneOf  would  hayo 
remained  unsbak^o*    And  shall  we  now  be  re- 
ferred  to  our  former  omissions,  to  justify  still 
further  omissions  1    Shall  we  now  be  told  thal| 
because  we  did  not  punish  impropriety  in  its  birth. 
W9  must  not  approach  it  when  it  has  gained  full 
size?    Shall  it  be  said  that,  beeause  we  did  not 
punish  the  infaat,  we  shal(  not  extend  retributive 
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Jtistice  to  the  adalt  1    No,  sir,  now  is  the  time 

Tor  us  to  interpose.    Will  not  that  overwhelming 

influence  which  heretofore  has  ruled,  still  rale  1 

Will  a  change  of  directors  be  followed  hy  a  change 

of  measures  1    Where  is  the  security  which  you 

have  asaiost  a  eootinuance  of  the  present  course  1 

Will  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  produce 

'a  change?    I  question  your  right  to  pass  it.  You 

can  annex  do  new  penalties.    The  contract  has 

been  accepted,  on  certain  conditions,  and  I  know 

not  where  your  power  is  to  be  found  to  alter  or 

enlarge  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  that  we  owe  something 
like  gratitude  to  this  bttnk  for  having  brought 
about  specie  payments.     It  is  with  difficulty 
I  bring  myself  to  differ  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  upon  any  question  connected 
with   mercantile  or  banking  operations;  but  I 
cannot  admit  the  correctness  of  this  position  to 
'the  extent  that  he  would  carry  it.    I  think  that 
Ihe  incorporation  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
calculated  to  delay  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  State  banks.    If  I  am 
not  mistaken^  the  State  banks  had  made  prepara- 
tory  Arrangements  towards  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments;  they  hild  curtailed  their  dis- 
counts; but  the  creation  of  this  bank  forced  upon 
them,  as  a  measure  of  self-preservation,  a  eontin- 
vance  of  the  course  they  had  adopted.    Specie 
being  required  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders  of 
this  institution,  they  would,  if  the  State  banks 
had  Opened  their  vaults,  nare  Collected  their 
notes,  and  drained  their  specie,  to  the  amount  of 
'tfaid  instalments.    I  think,  therefoi-e,  that  the 
State  institutions  were  left  but  one  course,  and 
that  was  the  very  course  they  did  persist  in  until 
the  30ih  of  February,  1817.    But,  sir.  what  is  the 
naiuCe  of  the  contract  entered  into  between  the 
United  States  Bank  and  State  banks?    WhUt 
great  sacrifice  did  this  corporation  make  on  the 
iiliar  of  publlcgood  ?    The  State  banks  owed'  to 
the  Government  balances  on  account  of  deposites; 
end  this  bankgives  them  until  the  Ist  July,  1817, 
a  period  of  upwards  of  five  months,  to  pay  up 
Chose  balances.    They  are,  however,  in  the  mean- 
time, liquidated,  and  made  to  carry  tin  interest  of 
^ix  per  cent.    Is  this  the  distinguished  and  pa- 
triotic act  which  is  to  restrain  further  proceedings 
ligainSt  this  body  corporate  1    It  adds  to  its  profits 
by  the  contract — liquidates  a  debt — receives  an 
interest,  not  on  its  own  funds,  but  on  those  of  the 
Government — specifies  a  day  for  the  payment, 
^nd  rhis  is  to  cover  all  its  sins  and  follies.    It 
could  not  better  have  subserved  its  own  interests. 
it  swelled  its  profits,  without  advancing  a  cent. 
True  it  agreed  to  throw  into  cirdutfeition,  a  given 
quantity  of  notes  by  the  1st  of  Joly;  but,  I  ask, 
If  the  amount  df  the  discdunts  contracted  to  be 
made  are  greater  than,  without  the  cOhtrAct,  it 
Would  have  made  ?    I  cannot  then  discover  any 
causeof  gratitude,  growingoutofthisproceeding? 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  look  to  a  more  efficient  cause 
for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.    I  look 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  State  Legislatures;  iQ 
the  resolution  Of  Congress,  Requiring  the  payment 
^f  all  dues  to  the  Government  to  be  made  in 


specie,  or  the  notes  of  banks  paying  specie,  altir 
the  20th  February,  1817^  as  the  great  cause  of 
this  resumption.  I  am  disposed  to  ascribe  more 
energy  to  the  arm  of  this  €k>vemment  than  to  any 
moneyed  institution. 

Under  every  view,  then,  which  I  have  been 
able  to  take,  I  think  that  tne  bank  has  forfeited 
its  charter:  or  at  least  that  it  becomes  us  to  direct 
the  8cire  fdeioa.  If  we  differ  on  the  subject 'of 
violation  and  forfeiture,  submit  it  to  the  court  to 
settle  the  question.  It  is  the  mode  pointed  out 
in  the  charter,  and  against  it  thestocknolders  can 
have  no  good  objection. 

There  remains  now  but  one  branch  of  iiiqtfihr 
with  those  who  do  not  think  the  creation  of  this 
corporation  an  unconstitutional  act,  viz:  Is  it  ex- 
pedient to  direct  a  scire  facias,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  put  down  this  corporation  ?  I  contend  that  it 
is.  For  one,  I  ^nter  my  protest  against  the  bank- 
ing systetn ;  a  system  not  to  be  supported  by  any 
correct  principles  of  political  economy.  A  gross 
delusion— the  dream  of  a  visionarv — a  system 
which  has  done  more  to  corrupt  tne  morals  of 
society  than  anything  else— which  hAs  introdu- 
ced a  struggle  for  wealth,  insttad  of  that  honora- 
ble struggle  which  governs  the  actions  of  a  pa- 
triot, and  makes  ambition  virtue;  X/hich  hia 
made  the  husbahdihan  spurn  his  cottage,  and  in- 
troduced a  spirit  of  luturv  at  variance  with  the 
simplicitv  of  our  institutions.  I  call  upon  the 
warm  advodates  of  bankitig  now  to  surrender 
their  errors.  Shall  I  take  them  bythe  hand,  and 
lead  them  through  our  cities?  Bankruptcy  meets 
us  at  every  step ;  ruin  stares  us  everywhere  in  the 
face.  Shall  I  be  told  of  the  benefits  arising  to  com- 
merce from  the  concentration  of  Capital  f  Awtj 
with  the  delusion ;  etperlenee  has  ^posed  itsfii- 
iacy.  True,  for  a  moment  it  has  operated  as  a 
stimulus ;  but,  like  ardent  spirit,  it  has  prodaeed 
activitv  and  energy  but  for  a  moment ;  relaxhtioiL 
has  followed,  and  the  torpor  of  death  hds  ensued. 
When  you  first  open  your  bttnk,  much  bustle 
ensues;  a  fictitious  goddess^  pretending  to  be 
Wealth,  stands  at  the  door,  inviting  all  to  enter 
and  receive  accommodation.  Splendid  palaoea 
arise;  the  ocean  is  covered  With  sails ;  but  some 
alteration  In  the  state  of  the  country  takes  place ; 
add,  when  the  thouffhtless  adventurer,  seated  in 
the  midst  of  his  faouly,  in  the  imaginarv  enjoy- 
ment of  permanent  security,  sketches  out  Co  him- 
self long  and  halcyon  days,  his  prospects  are 
overshadowed,  and  misi^ry,  ruin,  and  bankraptey 
make  their  appearance,  in  the  form  of  bank  cur- 
tailments. If  this  be  true,  and  I  appeal  to  the 
knowledge  of  all  men  for  its  truth,  1  demand  to 
know  if  you  can  put  down  the  syetem  too  soon  7 
Can  we  too  soon  escape  the  dangers  by  which  we 
are  surrounded  ?  I  know  I  shall  be  toid  that, 
even  if  we  put  down  this  bank,  the  State  banks 
will  stilt  exist.  Even  if  true,  tne  position  is  not 
a  justifiable  one.  If  the  State  Legislatures  do  hot 
follow  the  example  which  we  s^t  them,  we  shall 
have  acquitted  ourseiVes  of  our  duty.  It  is  ail 
that  can  be  asked  of  us.  But,  sir,  we  aetualty 
possess  the  lever  of  Archimedes,  and  hate  a  foot 
of  grooiHl  on  which  to  ti^t  it.    Onr  reveatte 
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tmoanU  to  upwards  of  twentT  million  dollars 
aDDuallf .  Require  but  a  fourth,  or  even  a  sixth, 
to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  what  would  be  the 
fffeet  7  The  merchants  would  collect  the  notes 
of  banks  and  demand  specie  for  them  \  and  thus 
a  test  would  be  adopted,  by  means  of  which  to 
asceriain  the  solvency  of  each  institution.  The 
demand  for  specie  thus  produced  would  have  the 
beneficial  efiect  of  introducing  more  of  it  into 
the  country;  for  money  is  like  every  other  arti- 
cle, and  will  find  its  way  to  the  market  where  it 
is  most  wantine.  The  system  misht  be  enlarged 
gradually,  until  vour  wishes  should  be  consum- 
mated. I  know  the  ground  which  I  occupy,  when 
I  urge  these  considerations  upon  you.  A  man, 
regardful  alone  of  the  fleeting  and  ephemeral 
popularity  of  the  hour,woQld  hesitate  in  pressing 
them  upon  you.  But  I  should  not  hold  myseu 
entitled  to  your  countenance,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
the  countenance  of  honest  men,  or,  what  is  still 
more  important  the  approbation  of  my  con- 
aeience,  it  I  could  be  operated  on  by  such  mo- 
tives or  fears.  Pardon  me  for  still  further  ex- 
tending this  inquiry.  There  are  three  parties 
interested  in  the  question  which  we  are  called  on 
to  decide— the  stockholder,  the  debtor,  and  the 
Qovernroent.  I  contend  that  is  to  the  interest  of 
the  honest  stockholder  to  put  down  this  bank. 

The  interest  of  the  stockholder  consists  in  the 
amount  of  dividends  which  he  receives.  At  this 
time  he  receives  but  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  se- 
mi-annually. Will  the  dividend  increase  or  di- 
minish 7  Sir, it  has  constantly  been  diminishing, 
and  must  continue  to  diminibh.  The  bank  has 
now  but  two  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars of  specie  in  its  vaults,  and  that  sum  is  daily 
and  hourlv  diminishing.  Experience  is  the  best 
ffuide,  and  that  of  the  last  three  years  proTes, 
beyond  doubt,  the  rapid  and  incessant  drain  of 
specie  from  the  vaults.  Let  the  direction  be 
changed ;  let  an  entire  new  system  be  adopted ; 
the  East  India  trade  will  still  continue,  and  the 
demand  for  gold  and  silver  will  remain  unchang- 
ed. From  what  quarter,  then,  will  the  bank  sup- 
ply deficiencies?  It  originally  had  fifteen  million 
dollars  of  United  States  stock  paid  in  by  indi- 
viduals s  all  of  which  has  been  redeemed  or  sold, 
with  the  exception  of  between  three  and  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This,  then,  would 
aonstitute  but  a  slender  reliance.  To  what  other 
source  will  it  look  1  It  has  a  balance  due  it  from 
State  banks.  Can  it  rely  on  that  1  A  great  pro- 
portion thereof  is  due  from  the  Western  banks ; 
and  the  very  instant  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  made  a  demand  for  specie,  they  have  clos- 
ed their  doors,  or  stopped  specie  payments.  Are 
the  other  banks  of  the  Union  in  a  better  situation  ? 
Many,  no  doubt,  are  \  but  look  to  the  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  banks  of  this  District.  One 
has  a  large  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  in  its  vaults  and  en  the 
road.  Whether  it  has  more  than  a  dollar  in  its 
Tattlta  or  not,  the  amount  may  still  be  true  |  others 
are  in  no  better  a  situation  :  while  some  few  are 
solvent  and  able  to  pay.  This,  too,  is  a  litter  of 
Congressional  creation.    Look  to  Pennsylvania : 


a  report  of  the  condition  of  its  banks  has  been 
made,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  by  order  of  the 
Lej^islatore.  They  have  immense  sums  in  circu- 
lation, and  scarcely  paper  enough  to  carry  on 
their  daily  operations.  Nay,  sir,  one  bank,  if  I 
am  not  deceived,  with  a  large  amount  of  notes  out, 
has  not  one  cent  of  gold  or  silver  in  its  vaults. 
A  bank  in  Philadelphia,  its  title  I  forget,  and 
some  other  of  the  banxs,  appear  to  have  been  judi- 
ciously conducted.  From  the  other  States  I  have 
seen  no  return  which  can  positively  be  relied  on. 
But  I  think  the  two  references  I  have  made  go 
far  to  show  that  the  United  States  Bank  cannot 
rely  for  a  supplv  of  specie  on  the  balances  due 
from  State  banxs.  If  it  looks  to  the  stock  sub- 
scribed by  Qovernment,  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund  will  be  bound  in  duty  to  redeem  it, 
if  it  should  be  brought  into  market,  and  sold  either 
at  or  under  par.  And  the  payment  would  be  made 
by  a  transfer  of  Government  deposites,  by  which 
operation  not  a  cent  of  specie  might  be  added  to 
the  bank.  But  say  that  it  is  sold  for  gold  and  sil- 
ver; a  diminution  of  the  dividend  will  still  take 
place.  The  stock  is  an  active  capital,  and  yields 
five  per  cent^  annually ;  convert  it  into  money^ 
and  the  bank  will  have  made  an  exchange  of  an 
active  for  an  inactive  and  unproductive  capital. 
The  same  thing  takes  place  if  it  curtails  its  dis- 
counts. And  at  this  moment  that  is  the  course 
which  it  is  driven  to  pursue.  I  venture  nothing, 
then,  when  I  predict  that,  for  several  years  to 
come,  if  ever,  it  will  not  divide  a  greater  profit 
than  one  and  a  half  or  two  per  cent,  semi-annu* 
ally.  Return,  then,  to  the  stockholder  his  money  \ 
suffer  him  to  use  it  in  his  own  way ;  he  will, 
whatever  he  may  do  in  the  first  moment  of  dis- 
appointment, in  the  end  have  cause  to  thank  you. 
At  this  moment  the  institution  is  solvent ;  and 
although  I  would  not  expressly  say  that  it  would 
be  able  to  return  one  hundred  dollars  on  each 
share,  (for  I  have  not  the  data  on  which  to  make 
up  an  opinion,)  yet  I  am  certain  its  ability  would 
not  fall  far  short  of  that  point.  Let  not  gentle- 
men, then,  deceive  themselves.  The  widow  will 
not  curse,  but  bless  vou;  the  orphan  will  not 
meet  us  with  tears,  but  with  smiles;  the  land 
will  no  longer  labor  under  a  flattering  delusion ;. 
and  the  speculator  alone,  who  has  reduced  us  to 
our  present  condition,  will  be  punished  for  hia 
misdeeds. 

What  effect  will  it  produce  on  the  debtor  of 
the  bank?  Let  us  not  conjure  up  fancies  to 
alarm  us.  It  is  the  part  of  children  to  tremble 
at  the  appearance  of  danger,  however  unreal;  it 
Is  the  part  of  men,  by  facing,  to  overcome  diffi- 
culties. My  friend  from  South  Carolina  baa 
presented  you  a  gloomy  picture  of  distress.  I 
regard  it  as  the  production  of  a  vivid  imagina- 
tion. Let  us  test  it  by  reference  to  facts.  The 
old  United  States  Bank  had  a  large  sum  due  it; 
I  believe  eighteen  or  twenty  million  dollars.  At 
the  time  of  its  dissolution,  the  same  terrible  fan- 
cies possessed  men's  minds.  Yet  the  result  proved 
them  to  be  visionary ;  and  the  impression  made 
by  its  diiAolution  has  long  since  disappeared*. 
What  is  the  amount  due  to  this  bank?    Only 
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$87,000,000,  from  which  is  properly  to  be  de- 
daeted  93^000,000,  for  iDdiTidual  depositea,  leav- 
iDg  924.000,000,  ft  Bom  scarcely  equal   to  the 
TCTeDoe 'annually  paid  to  the  Qovernment,  with- 
out difficulty  or  embarrassment.    Bot  the  pay- 
ment would  be  mdoal.    Issue  a  scire  facias^ 
and,  presoming*  that  it  would  require  two  years 
to  bring  it  to  trial,  the  bank  might  thus  draw  in 
ita  debts  imperceptibly  and  without  any  greater 
pressure  than  arises  from  an  ordtoary  curtail- 
ment.   This  is  one  reason  which  operates  on  me 
to  prefer  a  $cire  fadoM  to  any  other  remedy. 
But,  after  the  charter  should  be  pronounced  null 
and  Toid,  this  House  would  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
tend to  it  a  protracted  existence,  to  enable  it  to 
wind  up  its  affairs.    The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  thinks  that  it  would  press  forthwith  for 
payment.    It  would  pursue  its  true  interest,  and 
that  would  induce  it  to  prefer  the  mode  I  sug- 
gest, to  the  one  he  supposes  would  take  place. 
It  would  not  hazard  the  loss  of  debt  by  an  im- 
prudent haste  in  collecting  it.    In  stating  Ihe 
amount  due  to  the  bank,  I  bare  omitted  the 
amount  on  pledged  stock ;  on  a  final  settlement, 
it  would  balance  itself. 

There  remains  then  to  be  considered  but  one 
other  point:  How  would  the  Qovernment  be 
affected  by  a  dissolution  of  the  charter  ?  I  protest 
against  the  idea,  that  the  QoTernment  cannot 
get  on  without  this  bank.  We  are  not  depend- 
ent on  this  corporation.  Wretched  indeed  would 
be  our  situation  if  such  was  the  case.  Sir,  I 
have  every  confidence  in  the  ability  and  talent 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  devise  some 
scheme  as  a  substitute  for  the  present.  We  shall 
pay  too  much  for  the  facilities  which  are  afforded 
the  Treasury  by  this  institution.  If  my  pre- 
▼ions  reasoning  be  correct,  a  reduction  of  dividend 
will  take  place.  How  then  does  the  Qovernment 
stand  affected.1  It  pays  annually,  on  the  97,000- 
000  which  it  subscribed,  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  amounting  to  9350,000.  What  will  it  re- 
ceive? Estimating  the  dividend  at  two  per 
cent,  semi-annually,  it  receives  but  $280,000. 
and  thereby  it  will  lose  970,000  annually.  Will 
not  this  be  to  my  too  dearly  for  our  whistle  % 
Tour  old  loan  office  system  cost  you  not  so  much. 
Bot,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
tells  us  of  the  losses  we  sustained  during  the 
war,  in  the  absence  of  this  his  favorite  system. 
We  did  sustain  losses^  but  what  was  the  cause  t 
They  arose  entirely  from  the  indiscriminate  re- 
ception of  bank  notes.  If  the  Treasury  had  dis- 
cnminated  properly  among  the  banks,  refusing 
to  receive  the  notes  of  any  but  such  as  were 
known  to  be  solvent,  the  loss  would  not  have 
been  felt.  Bui,  even  under  the  reprehensible  pro- 
cedure which  then  existed,  we  are  told  that  the 
€k)vernment  only  sustained  a  loss  of  $500,000. 
Are  we  blind  to  inconveniences  of  the  pres- 
ent system  ?  What  is  the  fact  in  regard  to  the 
West  ?  Sir,  the  Western  people  owe  you  many 
millions  for  the  purchases  of  your  public  lands, 
and  are  unable  to  pay  you.  It  is  the  very  quar- 
ter, too,  from  which  you  expect  to  be  able  to 
extinguish  the  public  debt.    Those  people  can- 


not pay.    A  laige  stream  of  revenue,  then, 
here  dammed  up,  and  can  no  lodger  flow  into  the 
Treasury.    Whatever  inconveniences  may  result 
from  it,  you  cannot  press  the  collection  without 
ruining  thousands. 

I  do  not  mean  to  censure  the  bank  for  this* 
state  of  things ;  but,  when  gentlemen  take  this 
institution  to  their  arms,  and  represent  it  as  a 
l^arment  covering  our  errors,  and  an  angel  min- 
istering to  dur  wants,  I  demand  that  they  shall 
retract  their  opinions.    Will  the  country  be  in 
a  better  situation,  should  we  be  involved  m  ano- 
ther war,  than  we  were  during  the  late  war?* 
I  think  not.    Each  branch  is  forced  to  redeem  ita- 
own  notes.    In  this  respect  they  are  placed  ofr 
the  footing  of  State  banks.    Our  internal  com- 
roerce  being  cut  off,  the  ordinary  channels  of 
intercourse  being  blocked  up  between  the  States, 
the  current  of  trade  will  pour  again  from  the 
South  to  the  North,  and  a  similar  depreciation 
of  the  southern  branch  notes  will  take  place. 
We  shall  find  ourselves  surrounded  by  as  great 
embarrassments  then,  as  we  have  lately  experi- 
enced.   I  know  the  enlarged  and  comprehensive 
views  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina.    He 
sorely  will  not  consent  to  legislate  alone  for  the 
passing  hour.    He  would  not  cherish  and  foster 
a  system  which  can  alone  exist  under  the  smile 
of  peace,  and  would  wither  and  perish  under  the 
frown  or  war.    And  yet,  sir,  I  feel  that  the  pres- 
ent system  is  one  of  that  description. 

Would  it  be  a  task  of  any  great  difficulty  to 
substitute  another  system  for  this?  I  submit  it 
to  honorable  gentlemen  to  say  whether,  in  the 
event  of  Qovernment's  selecting  a  bank  in  each 
State,  notoriously  solvent,  in  lieu  of  the  present, 
we  should  not  be  precisely  sitnated  as  we  now 
are  ?  You  take  a  bank  in  Baltimore,  New  Yorl^ 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  Richmond,  dbc,  known  to 
be  solvent,  and  bestow  upon  it  the  same  coun- 
tenance you  bestow  on  the  branches  of  this  bank, 
limiting  the  reception  of  the  revenue  entirely  to 
their  notes,  or  specie,  and  giving  them  the  public 
depositee.  Will  gentlemen  assign  any  good  rea- 
sons for  supposing  that  the  notes  of  such  banks 
would  not  circulate  as  currently  and  uniformly 
as  those  of  this  institution  ?  The  note  of  the 
Richmond  bank,  for  example,  being  received 
everywhere  in  p«yment  of  Qovernment  dues, 
would  be  as  readily  caught  up  by  the  merchant 
as  a  note  of  this  bank,  payable  alone  at  Rich- 
mond. When  you  estimate  the  amount  of  spe- 
cie in  the  vaults  of  such  State  banks  as  I  have 
alluded  to.  It  will  be  found  greatly  to  exceed 
the  amount  in  the  vaults  of  this  bank  and  its 
branches.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  devising  a 
substitute;  and,  I  repeat,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  united  with  me  in  de- 
vising a  perfect  scheme,  the  country  would  have 
had  cause  to  have  thanked  him  for  his  exertions. 
Nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  alarm  for  the  safety 
of  Qovernment  deposites.  The  Slate  banks,  thus 
selected,  would  most  readily  consent  to  exhibit 
to  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  monthly  and 
quarterly  accounts  of  their  actual  condition. 
There  existed  no  difficulty  oo  that  head  when  the 
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old  charter  expired.  Thus  then  ike  Qoverqmeat 
would  render  as  secure  its  foods  ttoder  such  a 
sys'teni  as  under  the  present. 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  the  reasons  aow  urged  were 
urged  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  a  charter  of  the 
old  bank,  and  yet  ihey  did  not  prevail.  The 
members  of  the  then  Congress  went  fearlessly 
and  boldly  to  work.  Difficulties  did  not  appal 
them ;  fears  did  not  unnerve  them.  Shall  we 
be  less  resolute?  Sir,  when  this  bank  was 
created,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
presented it  as  an  Indispensable  measure  to  sup- 
port our  credit.  He  represented  the  purses  of 
our  citizens  to  have  been  emptied  by  the  exces- 
sive loans  they  bad  made  to  the  Government. 
He  could  go  DO  further:  a  loan  was  contem- 
nlated  to  be  obtained  from  this  bank.  I  confess 
I  regard  it  with  fear  and  trembling  in  this  respect. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  political  suicide  to  borrow 
a  large  sum  from  this  bank;  and  yet,  fancy  your- 
selves surrounded  with  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments similar  to  those  we  have  lately  escaped 
from — the  expedient  of  the  moment  would  be 
tesorted  to ;  a  large  issue  of  paper  would  thus 
tijce  place,  and  an  irredeemable  character  be 
stamped  upon  it.  Then,  indeed,  might  we  bid 
adieu  to  all  our  happiness  and  all  our  wealth. 
Public  confidence  would  wither  like  the  blighted 
plantain;  that  noble  spirit  of  enterprise,  which 
ims  characterized  our  citizens,  would  perish  and 
decay;  the  merchant  would  bid  adieu  to  his  count* 
ing  house ;  the  farmer  would  sigh  over  the  waste 
q(  his  fields.  Why  should  the  one  encounter  the 
storm  of  the  deep,  or  the  other  witness  the  sweat 
of  his  brow,  when,  for  their  hardships  and  labor, 
^hey  would  be  paid  in  a  worthless  currency,  of 
^o  intrinsic  value  in  itself,  and  constantly  unaer- 
going  #  depreciation  in  viMue.?    I  entreat  gentle- 

ren  to  arrest  the  evil  nO'W  that  they  can.  Sir, 
was  astonished  at  the  argument  of  the  honor- 
fW^  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  He  con- 
tended that  the  great  object  of  the  oharter  had 
tieen  answered;  that  tveiy  facility  had  been 
afforded  to  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  and, 
therefore,  that  no  forfeiture  had  ensued.  What 
is  this  but  to  say  to  the  bank,  take  care  only  to 
be  the  glove  to  the  hand  of  the  Treasury ;  obey 
its  wishes:  facilitate  its  schemes  and  operations, 
and  do  whatever  else  you  please — you  shall  not 
bie  arrested ;  swindle,  and  cheat,  and  deceive  the 
unthinking  people  of  this  Qountry,  without  mercy 
and  without  end ;  only  take  care  to  secure  the 
amiles  of  the  Treasury,  and  all  shall  be  smooth 
»nd  well?  Is  it  not  actually  granting  to  the 
bank  a  patent  to  offend  ?  It  is  only  necessary 
that  it  should  apply  at  the  Patent  Office,  and  re- 
ceive its  license  under  the  sign-manual  of  Doe- 
jtor  Thornton.  I  cannot  listen  to  such  a  position. 
I  call  upon  the  warmest  advocates  of  this  system, 
although  1  am  satisfied  that  that  call  is  in  vain, 
to  unite  with  me  in  this  mteasure.  You  have 
been  disappointed  in  your  wishes,  iu  your  expec- 
tations, instead  of  a  system  abounding  in  bfess- 
iujfSj  it  has  been  converted  into  an  instrument 
01  corruption.  Cold  unfeeling  speculation  has 
qsurped  the  pl(|ce  of  honest  dealing.    Are  we  not 


too yobngtoencouragesuehastaieof  things?  Onr 
Republic  can  only  be  preserved  hvn  strict  ndhef- 
ence  to  virtue.  It  is  our  duty,  ii  we  eonsnlc  our 
eternal  20od)  to  put  down  this  first  instnnce  of 
detected  corruption,  and  thereby  to  preserve  our- 
selves from  its  contamination.  The  bank  is  al- 
ready interwoven  with  the  affections  of  many; 
its  influence  will  become  every  day  more  and 
nK>re  extensive,  and,  if  we  suffer  this  opportuniCf 
to  escape,  we  may  sigh  over  our  unhappy  condi- 
tion, but  that  will  be  the  onlv  privilege  which 
will  be  left  us.  Let  ray  fate  be  what  it  may,  I 
have  discharged  my  duty,  and  I  am  regardless  «f 
the  consequences. 


MoNOAT,  February  22. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Michael  Hogan."  and  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Pierre  Dennis  ae  la  Ronde;"  reported  the  said 
bills  with  an  amendment  to  each;  when  it  was 
ordered  that  the  said  bills  be  committed  to  the 
same  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pom OEXTBR,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it 
will  be  necessary  to  act  vpon  during  the  present 
session,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WniTifAif. 

Jksoltedf  That  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  the 
several  districts  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  prepare  aqd  transmit  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  early  as  may  be.  at 
the  next  session  of  Congrfss,  a  schedule  of  lees 
of  office,  propftr  to  be  aflowed  and  taxed  for  the 
officers  ol  their  courts  respectively;  nnd  that  the 
Clerk  of  this  House  cause  each  of  said  judges  to 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Weils  was  taken  up  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  concern iqg  the  coasting  trade  was 
read  the  third  time,  a^  amended,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomns 
Wilson ;  and  the  engrossed  resolution  presoribiaff 
the  mode  of  naming  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States^  were  severally  read  the  third  timcj  and 
pussed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
William  Reed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on 
the  question  ot  its  passage,  was  rejectedt 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowMonSi 

Besiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  instructed  to  inform  this  House  whether  any^ 
and,  if  aaVt  what  part  of  the  balances  transferred 
from  the  State  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  second  article  of  the  compact 
between  them,  for  which  balances  the  Bank  of 
the  Uniud  States  was  to  receive  interest,  were 
retained  by  the  Bank  o[  the  United  States  aa 
special  deposites,  for  which  it  was  not  obliged  to 
pay  specie  upon  demand. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  PtmALL, 

Eemdvedy  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory 
be  instructed  to  inform  this  House  whether  any. 
and,  if  any,  what  part  of  the  balances  transferred 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
aader  the  second  profMsition  of  its  agreement 
with  tbe  reeeifing  banks,  of  the  3ist  January, 
1917,  were  drawn  from  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  by  any  department  of  Government,  between 
tbe  dlst  January  and  1st  of  July,  1817,  exclusive 
of  tbe  sums  required  by  tbe  Treasury,  under  the 
exception  contained  in  the  second  propoeition. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  Tbrbt,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Conneetiout  Asylum, 
for  the  education  and  instruction  of  deaf  and 
domb  persons,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
wlien  Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
necticut Asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  an  assoeistion  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  was  formed  in  the  year  1811^  for 
flie  purpose  of  establishing  a  s^ool  for  theinstmction 
of  the  (leaf  and  dumb.    Finding  great  nnmbers  of  this 
nnlbrtunate  description  of  persons  in  our  eonntry 
wilboQl  edoeationy  and  Wkfaout  any  attempts  being 
maJe  to  gsw  them  theedacatbn  which  they  mte  eapa- 
Ue  of  xeoeivingt'and  actuated  faj  a  benevolent  desise 
to  fstue  them»  as  ftr  as  was  pradacabley  irom  their 
state  of  ignorance  and  degradation,  and  to  fit  them 
iat  social  intercourse  and  bAppiaeast  the  associates*  h^ 
■volnntary  contribution^  raised  a  sum  of  money  sum- 
cieot  to  defray  the  expense  of  sending  the  reverend 
Thomas  H.  Gallaodet  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of 
Isaming  the  modes  of  inftractbn  practised  there.    Mr. 
Gallanoet  went  to  England,  to  Scotland,  and  to  France. 
In  London,  he  did  not  find  a  disposition  in  the  teach- 
ers to  communicate  instruction  so  readily  as  tbe  be- 
nevolence of  his  mimon  seemed  to  entiUe  him  to  ex- 
pect ;  but  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  there  die 
Abbe  Sicard,  the  prindpat  of  tbe  institution  for  the 
instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  Paris,  a  gentle- 
man distinguished  for  talents,  benevolence,  and  devo- 
tion  to  the  interests  of  these  nnfortnnate  persons. 
Tbe  Abbe  assured  him  that,  if  he  would  go  to  Paris, 
evety  foeility  should  be  afforded  him  of  acquiring  a 
bneerledge  ef  their  modes  of  tnatmctioa;  VRhioh  as- 
aoiances  be  found  fiilly  reaiiaed  upon  going  there. 
Tile  Abbe  kindly  took  him  into  the  school,  and  ex- 
plained to  him  everything  relating  to  their  nodes  of 
mstruction  and  management;  but  Mr.  Gallaodet  found 
Ihat  the  time  which  his  arrangements  would  permit  him 
to  spend  in  Paiii  wonld  be  much  too  short  to  enable  him 
to  acquire  the  knowledge  necessary  for  an  accomplished 
instructor ;  and  having  become  acquainted  with  Lan- . 
rent  Clerp,  a  pupil  of  tha  Abbe,  and  for  eight  years  an 
assistant  instructor,  he  engaged  him  to  come  to  this 
country  as  an  instruetor  in  the  school  about  to  be  ^ 
estabhshed  in  Connecticut    They  arrived  here  in 
August,  1816,  and  Mr.  Olerc  is  still  an  assistant  to 
Mr.  GaUaudet  in  the  Connectient  Asylum^  The  Legis- 
lature of  Connecticut,  in  May,  1810,  incorporated  the 
eaid  associatee  by  their  aforesaid  name.    There  are  at 
pfseent  in  the  school  mere  than  flfiy  pupils,  fmm  the 
Stales  of  New  Bamp^re,  Massaehusetts,  Vermont, 
Bhodo  Islaiid*  Cennaalieut»  New  York,  Pemyylvoiiia, 


Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky,  who  are  taught 
by  fivs  instraotors,  and  who  pay  $800  per  annum, 
each,  for  tuition,  boards  wariung*  and  lodging.  The 
institution  is  open  for  the  reception  of  puf^  from 
every  part  of  the  Union ;  but  its  funds  (wludi  have 
arisen  almost  entirely  from  voluntary  contribution) 
are  too  small  to  admit  of  its  becoming  extensively 
useful ;  they  are  not  sufiicient  even  to  erect  the  build- 
ings necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  present 
number  of  pupils. 

Considering  that  this  institution  ii  calculated  not 
only  to  aflbrd  instruction  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  who 
are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  our  country,  but  idso  to 
qualify  teachen  for  other  schools  which  may  be  estab*. 
fished  in  other  parts  of  the  tTnion,  and  ceneUering 
diat  it  is  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
8tates,  and  that  it  has  been  raised  to  its  preaent  emi- 
dltion  by  the  cam  and  at  the  expenee  of  eharitaMe 
individuals,  meet  of  whom  had  no  particular  iniansi 
ia  its  suoeess,  the  committee  nie  of  opinion  that  it  is 
worthy  of  tbe  -patsenage  of  Congrem,  and  that  IIm 
prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted;  and  for 
that  purpofee  thej  report  a  biiL 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  t  went  ioto  a  CoBMiiitee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  BASsaTT  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stateo-^Bir. 
Johnsom's  motion  to  repeal  tho  charter  still  ua- 
der  consideration. 

Mr.  Tylbu  concluded  the  argument  which  be 
commenced  on  Saturday  in  favor  eC  the  motion, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lownnaa,  occupying  nearly 
two  hours  to-day— aa  given  entire  in  precediag 
paces. 

Mr.  MoLaMS  of  Delaware,  sai4  thet  the  lale 
period  of  the  session,  the  maaa  of  important  buai- 
ness  yet  remaining  to  be,  transacted,  and  the  im- 
patience manifested  by  the  Coaunktee  in  the 
course  of  thfs  debate,  though  upon  n  sul^eat  of 
such  magnitude,  admoniehed  him  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  tasking  their  attention  for  any  great  length 
of  time.  He  would  not  have  participated  ia  the 
debate  at  ail,  if  he  had  not  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  committee  whose  investigalion 
and  report  bad  given  rise  to  the  present  oisoaa- 
sioa,  and  if  it  had  not  been  his  lot  to  diflfor  in 
optnioo  with  a  majority  of  his  colleagues  on  many 
of  the  most  important  matters  in  the  report.  On 
4his  aocouot,  he  believed  it  a  duty  he  owed  to 
himself  and  to  the  House,  to  state  the  viewa  ht 
entertained,  aad  tbe  reasons  upon  which  his  opiu'^ 
ion  bad  been  formed. 

The  able  and  detailed  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LownDaa)  would 
aave  him  much  trouble,  and  justify  him  in  abridg- 
ing the  observations  which  he  otberwiee  should 
have  felt  it  his  duty  to  make. 

Mr.  MoLans  said,  he  entirely  concurred  in 
o^ost  of  the  views  and  opinions  which  had  been 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, unless,  indeed,  he  was  to  be  undemtood  as 
denying  the  existence  of  any  abuses  whatsoever, 
in  tbe  conduct  of  any  of  those  to  whom  tbe 
management  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  S^tatos 
had  been  confided.  [Mr.  Lowhdbo  here  stated 
that  it  was  eerUinly  not  his  intontioa  to 
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any  svieh  deoiai.]  Mr.  McL.  said,  he  was  sore  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  many  abosps  had  heen 
committed  by  some  of  the  individoal  directors, 
though,  perhaps,  in  many  instances,  in  their  un- 
official character.  He  said,  he  had  entered  upon 
the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  assigned  to 
him,  with  no  unfavorable  impressions  towards 
the  institution ;  and  though  he  had  heard  numer- 
ous charges  made  against  it,  from  various  quarters, 
they  had  been  unaccompanied  by  such  proof  as 
would  be  calculated  to  make  a  serious  impres- 
sion. In  patiently  investigating  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  institution  commenced  its  opera- 
tions, and  continued  its  progress,  and  in  tracinjg 
its. management,  and  the  transactions  of  its  om- 
cer»~be  had  seen  much  to  admire— somethiitg 
too  to  condemn,  and  in  the  conduct  of  some  of 
the  directors. and  other  officers,  something  to  re- 
probate, fiat  he  had  nowhere  discovered  abuses 
of  so  enormous  a  character  as  to  be  remediless 
by  milder  correctives  than  total  extinction  of  the 
incorporation — a  measure  carrying  in  its  train 
the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  all  parts  of 
the  community.  He  would  not  now  detain  the 
Committee  in  a  particular  consideration  of  the 
different  acts  which  in  his  opinion  were  or  were 
not  abuses ;  or  of  the  degree  of  censure  which 
they  merited.  He  did  not  consider  himself  here 
as  the  accuser  or  defender  of  the  bank  and  its  of- 
ficers; but  as  a  Representative  of  the  American 
people,  called  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  cer- 
tain important  measures,  intimately  connected 
with  their  interests/  and  prosperity.  Of  these,  he 
should  not  be  unmindful,  because  of  the  misman- 
agement in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
so  far  as  he  deemed  it  material,  to  adjust  the  de- 
cision upon  these  measg res,  to  express  his  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  bant  and  the 
conduct  of  its  officers,  he  should  take  occasion  to 
do  so  in  the  course  ot  the  observations  he  should 
have  the  honor  to  make. 

Mr.  McL.  said  thete  were  three  propositions 
before  the  Committee.  The  first  proposes  to  pass 
a  law  repealing  the  charter  heretofore  granted, 
incorporating  the  bank ;  the  second,  to  direct  a 
scire jhcia*  to  compel  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter ; 
and  the  third,  to  direct  a  scire*  faciae  to  be  here- 
aAer  waived,  if  the  corporation  will  consent  to 
certain  modifications  of  (heir  charter.  He  said 
lie  was  opposed  to  all  of  them. 

He  denied  the  Constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  repealing  or  dissolving  the 
charter,  and  he  said  the  arguments  of  its  advocates 
proceeaed  upon  mistaken  principles,  even  in  re- 
card  to  the  common  law,  whence  some  of  them 
had  drawn  their  deductions. 

The  honorable  mover  of  this  proposition  (Mr. 
JoBNBON  of  Virginia)  contends,  that  the  law 
granting  the  charier  is  wholly  unconstitutional, 
that  common  and  civil  law  are  both  inoperative 
in  the  United  States,  and  therefore,  that,  as  we 
cannot  resort  to  the  remedies  afforded  by  either 
of  these,  we  have  nothing  left  but  to  repeal  the 
charter  by  an  act  of  Consress.  But,  Mr.  McL. 
said,  if  the  honorable  geoUeman  were  correct  in 
his  premises,  he  would  be  left  without  any  law 


at  all,  excepting  the  mere  arbitrary  exercise  of 
power.  The  charter,  however,  had  relieved  us 
from  these  embarrassments,  by  prescribing  a  reai- 
edv  whenever  a  forfeiture  should  be  incurred,  the 
only  event  in  which,  as  he  should  contend.  Con- 
gress could  interfere.  Another  honorable  gen* 
tiemai)  who  followed  the  mover,  io  support  of 
the  proposition  to  repeal  (Mr.  Pinoall,  from 
Virginia)  insists,  that  the  common  law  is  opera- 
tive in  the  United  States,  antf  contends  for  the 
right  to  repeal,  io  virtue  of  the  power  exercised 
by  Parliament,  and  the  visitatorial  power,  whieti 
he  says  is,  in  this  instance,  in  Congress,  as  the 
founder  of  the  incorporation.  If  the  sentleman 
were  right,  in  supposing  the  visitatorial  power  to 
be  in  Congress,  and  susceptible  of  use  as  exten- 
sive as  in  England,  it  would  not  support  bis  posi- 
tion. For,  said  Mr.  McL.,' the  visitatorial  power 
is  not  a  destroying,  hut  a  correcting,  remedial 
power.  The  visitor  has  no  power  to  destroy  the 
bein^  of  a  corporation.  His  office  and  authority 
are  tounded,  in  the  language  of  the  best  writers, 
'^upon  the  supposition  that  corporations,  being 
<  composed  of  individuals  subject  to  human  fraii- 
'  ties,  are  liable,  as  well  as  private  persons,  to  de- 
'  rViate  from  the  end  of  their  institution  j  and  for 
'  that  reason,  the  law  provides  proper  persons  to 
'  visit,  inquire  into,  and  correct  all  irri^ularitiea 
'  that  arise  in  such  corporations."  Although  ia 
England,  this  visitatorial  power  has  a  very  ex- 
tensive operation,  I  never  heard  of  an  instance,  I 
believe  none  can  be  furnished,  in  which  it  at- 
tempted to  dissolve  the  corporation.  Nor  is  the 
power  necessarily  in  the  founder  $  it  may  be  in 
any  other  person  designated  by  the  charter,  and 
though  in  England  the  KiOg  is  considered  as  the 
general  founder,  and  the  visitor,  if  no  other  be 
named,  he  never  exercises  his  power  in  his  own 
person,  but  always  in  his  courts  of  justice ;  before 
whom  the  corporations  are  brought  by  proper 
process;  are  heard  in  their  defence,  and  the  abuses 
or  irregularities,  if  any  are  found  to  exist,  are 
corrected.  The  King  himself  cannot  dissolve  a 
corporation  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  and 
which  he  may  have  created  by  letters  patent;  it 
can  only  be  done  by  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment; than  which,  a  more  conclusive  argument 
could  not  be  afforded,  that  the  visitatorial  office 
does  not  possess  the  power  of  dissolution,  k  is 
unnecessary,  at  present,  to  institute  any  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  this  power,  in  this  country,  or 
in  what  department  ot  the  Government  it  may 
be  vested,  since,  wherever  it  may  be  vested,  it 
would  give  no  authority  to  repeal  the  charter. 
The  powers  of  Congress  are  clearly  defined  in 
the  charter ;  the  means  of  enforcing  a  forfeiture 
are  distinctly  provided ;  and  the  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  the  public  depo- 
sites  is  sufficient  for  ordinary  cases.  It  may  well 
be  questioned,  however,  whether  any  greater  power 
than  this  exists  in  any  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

But  gentlemen  say,  that  one  Legislature  has 
the  same  power  that  another  had,  and  that  there- 
fore we  may  repeal  any  law  that  a  preceding 
Congress  passed.    This  principle  cannot  be  con- 
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troverted,  as  it  reipecU  geo«ral  Ifl^slation,  af- 
fectiog  public   rights  and  ureoeral  police;    but 
if  an  act  be  done  under  any  law,  a  succeed- 
ing Legislature  cannot  undo  it.    Where  a  law  is 
in  its  nature  a  contract,  as  all  grants  are,  aod  ab- 
solute rights  have  vested  under  the  contract,  a 
repeal  of   the  law  cannot  divest  those  rlgliis. 
This  is  the  natitre  of  the  law  in  question.    Con- 
gress, in  giving  this  charter  creatiog  the  corpora- 
lion,  granted  to  the  individuals  who  should  be- 
come members  of  it,  certain  privileges  and  fran- 
chises, and  stipalated,  upon  the  faith  of  the  Qov- 
ernment,  that  they  shoaid  enjoy  it  for  a  definite 
period ;  it  granted  them  the  right  of  becoming  a 
corporation  and  carrying  on  the  business  of  bank- 
ing, or  owning  property  in  the  stock  of  the  insti- 
tuuon,  and  of  exercising  all  the  privileges  of 
ownership  for  the  same  period  of  time,    under 
this  grant,  these  rights  have  become  vested  inter- 
ests, as  much  so  as  a  right  to  take  toll  for  twenty 
years,  or  a  right  to  a  fee  simple  interest  in  land, 
where,  hy  an  act  of  Congress,  tlie  title  has  been 
granted  to  an  individual.    As  such  they  are  con- 
sidered in  all  countries,  under  our  own  laws,  and 
by  the  decisions  of  our  own  courts.    They  are 
so  treated  in  England ;  though  there  a  charter 
may  be  dissolved  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  be- 
cause of  the  attribute  of  omnipotence  with  which 
it  is  invested,  and  by  which  it  rides  over  public 
and  private  rights  with  the  same  supremacy. 
Happily  for  our  country,  no  branch  of  our  Gov- 
ernment is  clothed   with  this  attribute.    Here, 
every  department  of  our  Government  is  control- 
led by  preciselyr  defined  principles  impressed  upon 
their  nrst  institution.    In  England  the  lesisla- 
lure  makes  aod  controls  the  Constitution.    Here, 
the  Constitution  limits  and  controls  the  legisla- 
ture.   Here  the  legislative  power  can  make  no 
"ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,"  and  ^  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
process  of  law."    The  provision  applies  equally 
to  contracts  in  which  the  public  are  the  party, 
and  wheie  individuals  only  are  concerned.    If 
possible,  it  applies  with  greater  force,  since  the 
public  faith  ought,  at  all  times,  to  be  sacred  and 
inviolable.  In  the  formation  of  our  Government, 
its  different  powers  are  apportioned  among  the 
respective  branches,  each  acting  in  its  appropriate 
sphere :  the  legislature  makes  the  law,  or  author- 
izes the  grant;  the  judiciary  expounds  them,  and 
hears  and  decides  all  matters  of  litigation,  and 
the  executive  superintends  their  execution.    If 
individuals  in  the  community  have  conflicting 
claims,  arising  under  the  laws  of   the  United 
States,  either  in  contract  or  otherwise,  the  judi- 
ciary is  the  tribunal  to  which  their  rights  are 
referred. 

The  public  authorities,  as  it  regards  their  con- 
tracts, cannot  claim,  nor  should  they  desire  to 
claim,  any  other  exemption.  The  Legislature 
should  carefully  abstain  from  the  exercise  of 
mere  arbitrary  power.  As  they  value  the  stabil- 
ity of  our  institutions,  they  ^  must  in  all  cases 
submit  their  pretensions  to  those  tribunals  estab- 
lished for  the  security  of  property;  and  to  decide 


human  rights."  We  cannot  therefore  repeal  thia 
charter,  nor  can  we  claim  ta  be  released  from 
the  performance  of  oor  stipulations  in  good  faith, 
unless  the  condition  upon  which  the  grant  was 
made,  and  the  individual  rights  vested,  hava 
been  broken.  But  this  can  only  be  ascertained 
by  due  process  of  law.  If  we  allege  that  it  has 
been  broken,  we  are  hound  to  prove  it ;  we  must 
resort  te  the  Judiciary ;  we  most  afford  the  party 
whose  interests  and  property  are  to  be  taken  away, 
aaopporiunity  of  being  heard.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  not  yet  been  heard.  The  pro- 
ceedings, so  far,  have  been  ex  parte.  He  did  not 
meafi  to  say  that  the  investigation  had  not  been 
conducted  impartially,  and  with  good  faith;  He 
was  sure  it  had  been  so  <?ooducted,  but  still  it 
was  ex  parte.  The  report  of  the  comqiittee  is, 
at  most,  but  the  finding  of  a  grand  jury  >  it  con- 
cludes nothing.  To  pass  a  law  repealing  the 
charter,  therefore,  would  not  only  be  an  assump- 
tion of  judicial  powers,  which  do  not  belong  to 
us,  but  it  would  oe  deciding  in  our  own  cause,  ia 
our  own  favor,  and  without  hearing  the  opposite 
party. 

But  gentlemen  say  that  the  law  incorporating 
the  bank  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  tbereforf 
we  are  not  bound  by  it,  and  may  of  course  re* 
peal  it.  Mr.  McL.  said  that,  although  he  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  the  law  was  Constitutional, 
and  that  it  could  easily  be  demonstrated  to  be  so, 
he  should  not  discuss  that  question,  since  he 
insisted  that  we  now  had  no  right  to  discuss  the 
validity  of  the  charter.  He  held  it  to  be  an 
essential  principle  of  our  Government,  that  any 
law  once  passed  by  the  regular  authorities  waa 
to  be  Uken  to  be  Constitutional,  until  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  should  decide  otherwise.  The 
safety  of  our  institutions,  and  the  faith  of  indi- 
vidual transactions,  depended  upon  this  principle. 
The  Congress  of  the  united  Stater  is  a  party  to 
the  grant  of  this  charter — to  the  contract  under 
which  private  rights  have  become  vested — and  for 
a  party  to  decide  his  own  deed  to  be  invalid,  what- 
ever cause  may  be  assigned  [dt  its  invalidity,  would 
manifestly  be  an  act.  of  bad  faith ;  it  would  be  a 
mere  act  of  power,  without  the  shadow  of  righL 
The  Congress  who  granted  the  charter  would 
have  had  no  right  to  say  so,  and  it  will  not.be 
pretended  that  we  have  greater  powers  than  they 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  tl\is  re* 
pealing  law,  if  passed,  would  be  nugatory,  and  of 
no  effect.  Gentlemen  have  not  yet  claimed  fat 
Congress  that  omnipotence  which  would  author- 
ize us  to  revoke  our  own  grants,  and  annul  our 
own  contracts,  as  a  mere  matter  of  power  and 
caprice.  They  have  admitted  that  either  the  ori- 
ginal law  must  ^be  unconstitutional,  pr  a  breach 
of  the  condition  on  which  it  was  granted  must 
be  committed,  before  Congress  can  interfore. 
Now,  if  the  charter  were  unconstitutional,  it 
would  be  absolutely  null  and  void  without  the 
repealing  law :  t^e  repealing  law  could  not  make 
it  more  so.  It  could  only  add  one  more  question 
to  the  matters  in  dispute,  and  it  would  immedi* 
ately  be  contended  (and  he  thought  with  muah 
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greater  propriety)  that  the  repealiog  latir  was  iin- 
con^titutioBal  and  void,  and  that  the  charier  was 
good .  If  we  proceed  upon  the  ground  of  a  breach 
of  the  condition,  the  effect  of  our  law,  even  io  the 
contemplation  of  its  advocates,  would  depend 
upon  the  fact ;  and.  in  both  instances,  the  Judici- 
ary would  have  to  decide  the  controrersy.  For 
eren  in  England,  where  the  power  of  dissolTing 
an  incorporation  ys  in  Parliament,  the  act  passed 
for  that  purpose  is  always  enforced  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench ;  and,  until  the  court  pronounces 
the  jadgment,  the  corporation  continues  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  franchises.  In  this  instance  gentle- 
men may  be  assured  that  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  Toluntartly 
acquiesce  in  the  law.  We  should  be  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  Judiciary  for  some  process  to 
enforce  it,  (if  indeed  gentlemen  ttrould  be  able  to 
devise  any,  in  the  aosence  of  all  common  law, 
and  under  a  void  charter,)  and  at  last  a  hearing 
would  take  i^ace,and  the  Judiciary  would  decide 
between  us. 

But,  Mr.  Cbnirman,  -said  Mr.  McL.,  it  cleAHy 
results,  from  all  that  has  been  said,  that,  after 
panting  this  charter,  under  which  there  now 
exist  rested  rights,  we  are  bound  by  our  own  act^ 
unless  a  forfeiture  has  been  incurred.  In  such 
an  event  the  Government,  as  m  party  to  the  con- 
tract, have  stipulated  the  remedy,  and  the  mode 
fn  which  the  question  is  to  be  tried,  and  the  for- 
feiture enforced.  We  have  stipufated  that  if, 
itAer  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress 
ahall  have  reported  that  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated)  we  deem  it  expedient  to  vacate  the  char- 
ter, we  Will  direct  a  tcipe/acioi  to  issue;  and 
we  have  secured  to  the  corporation  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury;,  and  the  judgment  of  the  cdurt, 
before  their  rights  din  be  affected.  This  'is  a  iol- 
eten  stipulation,  tnitde  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
both  parties ;  we  cannot  de|M(rt  from  it,  without 
an  utter  disregard  of  the  national  faith. 

Bef<lre  we  resort  to  this  retnedy,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, w)5  should  be  Mtisfied,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  charter  has  been  forfeited }  and,  secondlv,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  enforce  a  forfeiture.  For,  al- 
though the  act  vests  you  With  the  power  to  direct 
nwirefacUu^fieT  your  com hiittee  have  r^porttfd 
a  violation,  it  does  no.t  make  itobli^iory  upon 
you  to  do  so,  evten  should  you  tsou^br  in  opitrlon 
with  the  committee.  It  leaves  you  with  the 
important  option  and  privilege,  possessed  by  eViery 
individual,  of  taking  advantage  of  a  breach  of 
contract  by  the  opposite  party,  or  bf  frafrinjgf  it, 
at  your  pleasure;  with  this  material  differenbe, 
that  in  the  case  of  the  individual,  he  considers 
only  his  personal  feelings  and  interest;  in  the 
instance  of  the  Oovernment,  it  is  to  bonsult.  not 
its  feelings,  but  the  interests  and  welfare  or  the 
whole  nation.  In  the  exercise  of  this  privilege, 
therefore,  national  safety  and  individual  happi- 
liess,  private  rights,  as  well  as  public  policy  and 
public  good,  are  all-important  considerations. 
There  is  also  every  reason  why  it  should  be  clear 
that  the  violations  reported  would  be  suflBcient 
to  tnvre  a  forfeiture ;  not  only  because  such  could  I 
ht  the  only  legitimate  objecu  of  the  proeeed- 1 


ing,  but,  if  the  question  were  doubtful,  it  woufd 
be  inconsistent  with  the  duty  we  owe  to  that 
part  of  (he  community  whose  interests  are  involT- 
ed  in  the  institution  to  direct  a  scire fitciaa.  The 
Inception  of  such  a  proceeding  would  be  very 
apt  to  be  fatal  to  the  bank.  It  is  an  institution 
subsisting  upon  a  sound  credit,  and  the  confidence 
the  community  entertain  in  its  existence  tnd 
permanence.  If  these  are  once  shaken,  there  is 
an  end  of  its  utility — of  its  entire  capacity.  Im- 
putations of  impurity  are  not  more  fatal  to  the 
fair  and  just  superiority  and  loveliness  of  the 
female  character,  than  would  be  those  of  insta- 
bility <and  weakness  ajfainst  the  credit  and  confi- 
dence of  this  institution.  They  would  leave  It 
exposed  to  (he  assaults  of  every  p6ttj  hostility. 
A  scire  facias  would  be  invested  with  the  ex- 
pression of  the  deliberate  opinion  that  Congrete 
—an  opinion  always  entitled  to  great  weight  with 
the  American  people— 'that  a  forfeiture  had  been 
incnrred,  and  public  calculations  would  be  made 
accordingly.  A  loss  of  public  confidence  woufd 
ensue ;  a  general  pressure  by  its  creditors  from 
all  quarters;  a  depreciation  of  its  paper;  the 
withdrawal  of  private  deposites.  and,  of  necessitv, 
those  ^f  (be  public  ;**-wbuld  oe  the  inevitable 
cons^nenc^s.  And  when  it  is  considered  thnt 
this  state  of  things  Would  continue,  and  grtidu- 
ally  become  worse,  during  the  time  that  woiild 
necHsarily  elapse  nefore  the  question  could  lie 
decided,  it  appears  to  me  impossible  that  the  bank 
could  survive  the  shock,  although  the  charter 
should  be  ultimately  sustained. 

Is  it  clear,  then,  said  Mr.  McL.,  that  the  hcts 
of  Tiolation  reported  by  the  comlnittee  will  enure 
aforfeiiure  ?  He  believed  not ;  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  courts  of  the  United  States  would  ndt  de- 
creea  fi^rfeiture  on  the  ground  of  an  v  or  all  of  thete 
acts.  He  would  not  deny,  that,  m  these  cases, 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter  had  not  beeh 
literally  complied  with ;  though  in  none  of  tlTem 
hid  the  spirit  or  intention  been  evaded,  or  the 
greiat  and  leading  ends  and  objects  of  tbe'itasiim- 
tion  been  defeated.  He  obserred,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  a  forfeiture  of  charter,  and  esfoecially  in 
regard  to  the  acts  which  would  or  would  not  pro- 
duce it.  Was  a  novel  one  in  this  country,  and  ob- 
sctired  fn  some  difficulty.  The  annals  of  our 
own  history  afibrd  us  no  precedents,  there  never 
having  bfeen,  to  his  koolnrledge,  an  attempt  to  for- 
feit fii  Charter  In  the  United  States.  The  cases 
which  have  occurred  in  Engjland,  whence  we  so 
dften  draw  our  legal  authorities,  are  extremelv 
vague  and  unsatisfactory.  They  Were  proceed- 
ings In  timfes  of  great  trouble  and  confusion, 
when  the  law  was  unsettled  or  little  understood, 
and  when  the  justice  of  the  case,  or  the  rights  of 
the  parties,  were  as  little  regarded.  In  (host  in- 
stances they  originated  in  the  ambftfon  of  the 
C/rown,  or  in  its  hostility  to  the  particular  corpo- 
ration whose  dissolution  was  desired ;  and  were 
tUostiy  made  by  judges  either  corrupted  or  over- 
awed bjr  the  power  and  infiuenoe  of  th^  Crown. 
The  priocipleB  upon  which  a  charter  would  be 
decreed  forfeited  on  one  day,  in  a  short  time  af- 
terwards would  be  reprobated  by  Parliament,  and 
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th«  fnmohiao  itviorcd,  u  tb«  polilie«l  temper  of 
tbe  timea  lieppened  to  predomiDate.    They  do 
not,  therefore,  partake  of  the  stability  of  other  de- 
cieioaB;  and,  valaiog  as  we  do  the  freedom. of  our 
inatitutioDs,  aad  the  certainty  of  our  laws,  are 
entitled  to  do  credit  in  our  eoootry.    Tite  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Yiri^inia  (Mr.  Ttler)  has 
referred  us  to  the  famous  case  of  the  city  of 
Lpndoo,  in  the  reifn  of  Chaiies  il,  as  the  source 
ivheoce  he  draws  his  learning  and  his  principles 
upon  this  subject.    But  his  friend  must  ha^e  for- 
go^ett  the  character  of  that  case,  and  the  eircum- 
sianees  under  which  the  decision  was  made.    It 
is  a  case  from  which  little  purity  of  doctriae  can 
be  ejEttacted.    It  occurred  in  the  time  pf  a  prince 
of  a  very  unsettled  character,  and  of  a  lawless 
ambition ;  of  whom  it  has  beeo  observed,  ^  that 
he  never  said  a  foolish  thing,  or  did  a  wise  one;" 
and  in  the  path  of  whose  tyranoy  and  ambition 
the  laws  interposed  no  barrier.    The  proceedings 
against  the  oity  of  London  were  the  result  of  the 
political  ambition  of  the  Crown ;  and  ^  the  head 
and  front  of  the  offending'^  was.  a  libel  on  the 
King.    In  that  case,  top,  even  in  JBogland,  it  was 
then  made  a  question  whether  a  charter  coula  be 
forfeited,  no  deoision  having  previously  been 
made,  aad  though  it  was  decided  affirmatively, 
and   the  forfeiture  actually  decned,  yet,  after-* 
warda^  when  the  feeling  in  which  the  persecution 
originated  had  subaided,  Parliament  restored  tbo 
charter,  because  it  bad  been  iiDJoatly  forfeited. 
The  historians  of  those  events,  associating  the 
judges  of  that  day  witb  this  transaction^  and  who, 
holdiog  their  commissions  at  the  pleasure  of 
the CrowA,  were  generally  the instromentsof  its 
tycanoy,  stamp  them  with  a  corrupt  devotioa  to 
the  views  of  the  Court,  regardless  alike  of  the 
rigbts  of  property,  and  of  human  life.    If,  how- 
ever, this  case  ot  the  city  of  London  could  be  re- 
ferred to,  it  would  prove  nothing  for  the  argu- 
ment; since  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  being  of 
the  corporation  ever  was  absoloulv  forfeited.    On 
the  contrary,  it  may  be  Inferred,  from' the  records 
of  those  proceedings,  that  it  stiii  subsisted,  and 
that  tbe  seisare*  was  a  seisure.  only  of  the  May- 
omlty,  notwithstanding  which  tbe  citiaens  exr 
ereised  ail  their  corporate  rigbis,  eieept  that  of 
choosing  their  own  Mayor.    It  may  be  observed 
ahn.  that  in  tbii^as  in  fill  the  otber  cases  in  fing* 
lano,  that  they  w»ra  geaeraily  cases  of  incorpo* 
ralejl  towns ;  and  the  acts  complained  of  as  work* 
inga  forfeiture^  were  acts  of  oppression  ppen  tbird 
persons,  not  members  of  the  corporation,  and.  in 
Tiolatioa  of  the  posit iva  laws  of  tbe  land :  rather 
the.  assooDption  of  new  power*}  than  the  irtego* 
lai  exercise  of  powers  clearly  granted  by  tl^ir 
charters* 

Under  all  these  eifoum8taaee&  Mr.  MoLaub 
said,  the  only  safety  and.  sound  principles  were  to 
be  drawn  from  the«harterof  our  own  institutions, 
from  the  ns tare  of  tbe  grant,  from  tbe  nature  of 
these  artificial  persons  asemated  by  the  acts  of 
Cengressi  and  the  gieat  ends  which  tlie  aggregate 
of  their  eom^nent  parts  was  desiened  to  accom* 
pysbb  AdmiMingf  therefore,  said  he,  that  the 
chacter  .of  a  corporation  amy  be  forfeiiedy  by  aeie 


i 


of  misHiser  or  nonlaser ;  he  contended  that  thai) 
must  be  oor|K>rate  acts,  and  amount  to  a  breacit 
of  the  condition  upon  which  the  corporation  waa 
created,  by  renderiog  the  corporatiott  incapable 
of  acting  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  or  pep- 
forming  the  objects  of  its  incorporation.  All  acta 
of  mis-user  or  of  non-user,  less  than  such  as  he 
here  referred  to,  were  to  be  corrected  bv  the  visi- 
tatorial power,  where  it  exists,  or  by  milder 
means  than  the  destruction  of  the  beiog  of  the 
incorporation.  If  a  corporation  neglect  or  refuse 
to  appoint  officers,  through  whom  only  it  can  act, 
and  where  no  provision  is  made  for  such  an  event, 
it  might  thus  be  rendered  incapable  of  performing* 
its  functions,  though  in  England  this  is  now  de- 
clared to  be  no  cause  of  forfeiture;  but,  if  after 
it  elects  its  officers  thev  misbehave^  though  in  a 
degree  not  subversive  of  tbe  great  ends  of  the  in- 
corporation, their  misconduct  may  be  corrected, 
but  there  can  be  no  forfeiture,  for  this  reason,  ot 
the  charter.  Asia  the  natural,  so  in  the  1^1  or 
artificial  person,  the  entire  annihilation  of  its  be*, 
iog  is  considered  a  desperate  remedy,  never  to  be 
resorted  to  until  all  efforts  to  reforna,  by  milder 
means,  have  proved  abortive*  Tbe  corporation- 
most  be  wholly  unable,  either  by  utter  inoapa" 
city,  or  by  a  total  subversion  of  all  its  fncolties^ 
from  complying  with  the  condition  of  its  exist* 
ence^  or  from  performing  its  functions  in  the  comr 
muoity ;  and  tbe  objects  of  its  instltation  must  be^ 
altogeiher  unattainable,  before  its  complete  diss<H 
lution  can  be  decreed*  The  aeto  of  mtsHiser 
should  lead  to  tbe  same  rilhult,and  be  productive- 
of  the  same  incapacity,  as  those  of  non-user^  in 
order  to  furnish  a  ground  of  forfoitore,  and  l>etore. 
its  beina  can  be  destroyed. 

Mr«  McL.  said  there  waa  a  widedistftBctioa> 
between  the  ceaditien  of  the  charter  aad  the 
numerous  provisions  generally  contained  in  it, 
designed  to  enable  the  corporation  the  better  to 
comply  witb  the-  condltioa.  These  intler  are 
often  mndefor  the  benefit  of  the  corporate^  and 
to  furnisb  them  with  the  means  of  their  oww 
government;  and  though  it,  would  always  be 
proper  to  conform  to  them,  yet  for  a  depitrtnre 
iirmn  soamof  them,  if  in  doing  so  the  great  ends^ 
of  the  iostttoiionare  neldefaaled,  and  its  capacity 
to  comply  with  its  condition  not  impaired^  tbere 
cannot^  in  the  nature  of  tbe  case,-  be  a  forfeiture. 
Tbey  are  tq  beeorrected  by  tbe  visi«iloriai  power* 
The  very  ezistenceof  a  visitatorial  powsr  evinces 
the  troth  of  this  doctrine.  There  would  be  ne 
occasioii  for  this  power  if  every  violatit>n  of 
any  preyision  in  a  charter  inured  a  forfetlufc  of 
iu. being*  If  saeb  a  violation  would  inure  a  for- 
feiture there  would  bono  safety  oralability  ia 
Huy  corporation*  Different  men  may  take  differ- 
ent views  of  the  same  provision*  There  may  be 
many  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  of 
wfaich  tbe  corporators  could  have  no  knowledge^ 
Und  equally  opposed  to  their  interests  and  those 
of  the  public*  They  may  refuse  to  a  man  aa 
office  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  the  provisions  of 
the  charter*  He  may  apply  to  be  restoredi  but  it 
would  be  a  singular  remedy  to  annihilate  the 
JBharler^  and,  witb  it^  tbe  office.    Tbe  direoteee 
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nM7  iend  money  to  a  man  professedly  iosoWent 
and  should  be  liable  for  the  debt,  and  corrected 
for  the  miscondaci;  but  it  would  be  a  fatal  spe- 
cific  to  destroy  the  whole  being  of  the  corpora- 
tion,  and  in7olve  the  stockholders  in  greater  ruin 
for  this  irregularity.  In  all  such  cases,  the  visi- 
tatorial power  in  Bngland,  by  means  of  a  man- 
damus from  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  applies 
the  remedy  ;  and  where  this  remedy  is  effectual 
the  work  of  destruction  is  never  resorted  to. 

The  act  of  violation,  said  Mr.  McL..  must  not 
only  amount  to  a  breach  of  the  condition,  but  it 
must  be  the  act  of  the  corporation  $  and,  if  prac- 
tised by  the  officers,  must  be  an  oQcial  corporate 
act.  Innocent  stockholders  should  not  be  answer- 
able for  the  misconduct  of  their  officers,  unless 
within  the  limit  of  their  authority.  If  an  indi- 
vidual director  improperly  avails  himself  of  his 
public  condition  to  promote  his  private  specula- 
tions, it  is  not  such  an  act  of  official  abuse  for 
whicli  the  corporators  would  be  liable,  or  for 
which  the  charter  would  be  forfeited ;  and  there- 
fore, all  the  improper  conduct  of  some  of  the  in* 
dividttals  who  have  been  directors  in  this  insti- 
tation,  and  which  has  fallen  lyider  the  severe 
animadversion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Tyleb.)  are  not  such  acu  as  would 
work  a  forfeiture.  They  are  acts  which  i  do  not 
mean  to  justify  or  eicuse — which  I  will  unite 
with  the  other  members  of  the  committee  in  vis- 
iting with  the  severest  reprehension.  But  they 
are  the  acts  of  these  individuals  alone,  in  which 
the  rest  of  the  committee  had  noshare-^of  which 
they  had  no  knowledge  until  the  committee  ex- 
posed them,  and  for  which,  they  are,  therefore, 
m  no  degree  culpable..  Punish  the  individuals 
concerned  in  themi  if  you  please,  but  do  not  in- 
volve in  indiscriminate  destruction  the  innocent 
and  the  guilty, 

Mr.  McL.  said,  if  these  principles  were  correct, 
a  more  particular  examination  ot  the  acts  of  viola- 
tion reported  by  the  committee  would  show  that 
no  forfeiture  had  been  incurred.  The  first  act  of 
violation  was  the  purchase  of  two  millions  of 
the  public  debt  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  McL.  had  never  believed  that  this  act 
afforded  the  slightest  ground  for  a  forfeiture,  if  it 
could  be  supposed  any  violation  at  all.  The  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  could  have  designed  nothing 
more  than  to  prevent  the  bank  from  purchasing 
stock  with  a  view  to  become  .the  owner  of  it.  It 
was  intended,  as  had  already  been  remarked  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  prevent 
the  bank  from  going  into  market  in  competition 
with  the  Qovernment.  In  purchasing  this  stock 
they  did  not  mean  to  hold  it;  they  bought  for 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  under  an 
arrangement  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  iu" 
siated  upon  the  right  to  redeem  this  amount  of 
stock,  which  the  bank  legally  sold.  Mr.  McL. 
believed  the  Secretary  was  wrong;  but,  be  this 
as  it  may,  the  bank,  to  avoid  difficulty,  purchased 
so  much  stock  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 
They  were,  at  no  period,  the  absolute  owners  of 
tka  atoek.    They  were  the  trustees  of  the  United 


States,  under  the  arrangement,  from  the  moment 
of  the  purchase;  and,  oy  a  transfer  to  the  Gh>v* 
ernment  completed  the  transaction.  It  was  a 
losing  bargain  for  the  bank,  and  the  Qovernment 
was  censurable  on  this  account.  Bat,  Mr.  McL. 
inquired  with  what  face  he  could  now  insist  upon 
a  forfeiture  for  this  act,  committed  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government,  and  forced  upon  the  cor- 
poration by  Qovernment  ?  He  could  not  suppose 
it  necessary  to  expend  more  time  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject. 

The  second  act  of  violation  was  that  of  dis- 
counting for  the  coin  part  of  the  second  and  third 
instalments.  Mr.  McL.  said  he  would  not  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Committee  in  an  inquiry 
into  the  policy  olr  impropriety  of  the  measure. 
He  would  content  himself  with  remarking  that, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  unnecessary.  He  bdieved 
it  would  have  been  better  for  the  institution  if  it 
had  gone  into  operation  upon  the  amount  of  the 
subscriptions.  Its  progress,  perhaps,  would  have 
been  slower,  but,  he  bielieved,  surer,  in  the  end  ; 
and  it  would  have  prevented  those  speculations 
in  ihe  stock  of^which  so  puch  complaint  had 
beeff  made.  Those  who  had  the  management  of 
the  institution,  however,  and  who  understood  all 
its  springy  thought  differently,  and  their  opinion 
was  certainly  entitled  to  some  weight;  and  whe- 
ther it  were  wise  or  unwise,  if  they  possessed  the 
right  to  do  so,  and  if  in  doing  so  they  did  not 
defeat  the  great  ends  of  the  institution,  and  break 
the  condition  of  the  charter,  it  is  no  forfeiture. 

Qeuilemen  are  in  an  error  in  supposing  that 
this  provision  was  the  great  condition  of  the 
charter ;  it  is  only  a  provision,  and  an  important 
one  truly,  to  promote  the  performance  of  the  con- 
dition. The  subscribers  to  the  bank  are  incor- 
porated, and  invested  with  the  right  to  carry  on 
the  operations  of  banking;  to  lend  money  and 
issue  notes;  and  the  fundamental  condition  of 
this  grant  is,  that  they  shall  at  all  times  pay  spe- 
cie for  the  notes  thus  issued,  upon  demand;  that 
they  shall  pay  a  certain  sum  to  the  Qovernment, 
and  make  loans  to  a  certain  amount,  and  furnish 
other  facilities  enumerated  in  the  charter,  and  not 
violate  any  of  the  laws  of  the  country.  The 
motives  of  policy  which  recommended  the  char« 
ter,  form  no  part  of  the  condition.  The  partiou* 
lar  provision  alluded  to^  therefore,  was  not  de- 
signed so  much  to  constitute  a  condition  of  the 
charter,  as  to  create  an  obligation  in  the  stock- 
holders  to  pay  up  the  amount  of  their  aubscrip* 
tions,  and  to  designate  the  time  at  which  the 
corporation  would  have  the  right  to  make  the 
demand.  This  is  evident  from  the  penalty  being 
imposed  on  the  delinquent  stockholder  for  non- 
payment. There  is  no  penalty  imposed  upon  the 
corporation  for  not  enforcing  payment  in  case  of 
delinquencies.  If  any  individual  stockholder  had 
neglected  or  xefosed  to  pay  his  instalment  at  the 
time  it  became  due,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended 
that  he  would  have  forfeited  his  corporate  rightS| 
and  have  been  liable  to  be  removed,  as  a  corpo- 
rator. The  porporation  might  have  brought  suit, 
and  withheld  the  dividends  until  payment  was 
made;  but  the  individual  would  atiU  have  con- 
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tinued  a  member  of  tbe  corpontion.  If,  then, 
the  negleetiDit  lo  pajr  by  the  stoekhoider  wooid 
not  ba?e  forfeited  bis  membership  uoder  this 
charter,  the  oeglect  on  the  part  of  a  majority 
would  not  have  had  a  greater  effeet ;  much  less 
would  the  forbearance,  on  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors, to  sue  in  case  of  a  delinquency,  or  even  their 
aiding  the  payment,  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  char- 
ter, and  dissolve  the  being  of  the  corporation.  It 
is  by  such  a  course  of  reasoning  that  the  right  of 
forfeiture  is  inferred :  for  it  was  said,  in  the  case 
of  the  prosecution  against  the  city  of  Liondon, 
before  adverted  to.  *'  that,  as  every  member  may 
'  forfeit  that  which  any  member  may,  the  same 
'  actQ  which  will  forfeit  the  right  of  every  mem 
'  bef,  separately  considered,  if  done  jointly  by  all 
*  the  m|mber8,  will  have  the  same  effect^  or,  in 
'  other  words,  will  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  existence 
'  of  the  whole  corporation." 

If,  then,  this  charter  did  not  mean  to  forfeit  the 
right  of  any  one  member,  for  the  lion^payment  of 
his  instalment,  as  I  contend  it  did  not,  neither 
did  it  design  to  forfeit  the  existence  of  the  whole 
corporation,  if  all  the  members  deglected.  But, 
air,  said  Mr.  McL.,  the  bank  was  authorized  to 

So  into  operation  after  the  subscriptions  should 
e  completed,  and  before  the  second  instalment 
became  due;  and  the  second  instalment  could 
not,  therefore,  have  been  considered  as  necessary 
to  its  operations.  In  giving  this  authority,  jlhe 
charter  must  have  authorized  all  its  consequences. 
The  bank  did  go  into  operation  in  the  manner 
and  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  charter.  Being 
legally  in  operation,  it  had  the  legal  right  to  dis- 
count and  lend  money  to  whomsoever  it  pleased, 
and  to  any  amount,  taking  the  risk  of  the  penal- 
ties imposed  by  the  charter.  If  the  directors  ex- 
ercised this  right  indiscreetly,  they  violated  their 
trust  to  the  stockholders,  but  the  incorporation 
incurred  no  forfeiture.  Suppose,  sir.  that,  with- 
out passing  any  of  the  resolutions  reterrea  to  in 
the  report,  they  had  gone  on  to  discount,  no  one 
would  censure  them  7br  discounting  to  stockhold- 
ers, on  a  pledge  of  stock.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
free  to  declare,  that  I  think  loaas  on  stock,  if  not 
disproportionate  in  relation  to  the  wants  and 
buainess  of  the  rest  of  the  community,  are  the 
safest  and  best ;  nor  would  they  have  deserved 
censure  if  they  had  given  a  preference  to  the 
atockholders,  which,  in  fact,  would  be  the  neces- 
aary  consequence  of  ^ving^  preference  to  stock 
loans,  as  the  discounting  to  atockholders  was  the 
necessary  effect  of  lending  on  stock  security  at 
ail;  neither  could  it  have  been  incumbent  upon 
the  directors,  or  proper  for  them,  to  inquire  into 
the  application  of  the  proceed?  of  the  discounts. 
If,  then,  tbtfy  had  discounted  to  stockholders, 
which  would  have  been  both  legal  and  proper, 
the  persons  obtaining  the  loans  would  have  drawn 
out  the  notes  of  the  bank;  with  these  notes  they 
would  also  have  drawn  the  specie,  and  then  re- 
turned it  back  in  payment  of  the  instalments. 
Such  an  operation  would  have  been  payment; 
by  such  an  operation  the  individual  stocKholder 
would  have  complied  with  his  enaagement,  aided, 
it  is  true,  by  the  bank;  but,,  in  the  eze(cise  of  a 


legal  right-*the  right  of  leading  moaey,  and  die- 
counting  in  the  rMfolar  course  of  banking  operas 
tions — no  other  effect  is  produced  by  the  discounts 
under  the  resolution.  If  it  were  not  illegal  to 
discount  to  a  stockholder,  and  suffer  the  applica- 
tion of  the  proceeds  to  be  made  in  payment  of 
the  instalment,  wtiieh  could  not  have  been  pre- 
vented without  a  resolution,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  a  resolution  to  discount  could  cre- 
ate the  illegality.  One  distinction  is,  that,  in- 
stead of  resolving  to  discount  at  the  time  the 
paper  is  offered,  the  resolution  is  made  before  any 
application  for  discount  is  preferred,  and  the  ob< 
ject  honestly  avowed.  Another  distinetion  is, 
that  the  discounter,  instead  of  drawing  the  spe- 
cie, merelv  for  form  sake,  leaves  it  in  the  bank 
to  nis  credit ;  in  effect,  he  has  deposited  so  much 
specie,  and  his  bank  book  is  the  certificate  of  the 
fact ;  but  these  are  rather  distinctions  without  a 
difference.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Tylbr)  has  admitted  the  correctness 
of  this  operation,  in  regard  to  the  third  instal- 
ment; and  I  cannot  perceive  any  discrimination, 
in  point  of  principle,  between  the  third  and  the 
second.  Mr.  McL.  said,  it  should  here  be  re- 
membered that  this  exercise  of  the  legal  right 
did  not,  in  any  degree,  incapacitate  the  bank 
from  performing  all  the  great  objects  of  its  in- 
corporation, whether  as  matters  of  condition  or 
policy.  It  has  at  all  times  performed  them  ia 
good  faith ;  it  is  yet  daily  performing  them.  It 
has,  in  no  instance,  ever  refused  to  pay  its  notes 
in  specie,  on  demand;  it  has  essentially  contrib- 
uted to  the  wants  and  enterprise  of  the  commn* 
nity ;  it  was  enabled  sooner  to  extend  its  opera* 
tions,  and  diffuse  its  influence  more  widely,  and 
to  act  with  greater  promptitude  and  more  effi* 
ciently;  it  enabled  the  State  banks  to  rasottie 
specie  payments  earlier  than  they  otherwise 
would  have  done;  it  has  never  failra  in  any  of 
its  stipulations  with  the  Oovernment;-  bat,  ob 
the  contrary,  has  always  furnished  it  with  great 
and  continued  facilities.  It  was  not  certain,  nor 
even  probable,  at  the  price  specie  then  bore,  that 
the  withholding  of  the  divioends  from  the  delio- 
qnents  would  have  compelled  the  prompt  pay^ 
meat  of  the  second  instalment,  and  the  right  of 
suing  afforded  no  greater  means  for  this  purpose. 
By  the  mode  adopted,  the  operations  of  the  bank 
were  considerably  quickened,  the  interest  of  the 
stockholders  advanced,  the pnblio  good  promoted, 
and  the  means  acquired  or  certainly  compelling 
payment  in  the  space  of  sixty  days,  by  a  mere 
sale  of  the  stock.  In  point  of  fact,  the  arrange^ 
ment  was  executed  in  good  faith ;  and  the  inves- 
tigation I  have  made,  authorizes  me  to  say  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  and  these  to  a  small 
amount,  payment  was  punctually  made  as  the 
notes  became  due.  My  honorable  friend  from 
Yiilfinia  (Mr.  Ttlbh)  has  insisted  that  the  bank 
was  bound  4o  bring  suit,  and  ought  lo  have  done 
so.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  there  was  any  such 
obligation ;  it  would  have  been  strange,  indeed, 
if  there  had  been,  since  the  right  to  sue,  and  the 
propriety  of  exercising  such  right,  imfolves  con- 
siderations of  great  mament,  which  could  not 
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have  been  foMseeOi  m4  g«ner»Uy  depend  apon 
the  state  of  (bing»  eziftting  at  the  time  th«  right 
acemes.  If  the  penalty  prescribed  by  the  charter 
failed  in  its  eflbcts,  there  was  no  obligation  to  go 
farther ;  it  beoame  a  matter  of  sound  discretion 
with  the  directors,  to  adopt  th«  eoorse  most  con- 
sistept  with  the  character  of  the  bank  and  the 
state  of  the  oommnniiy;  and  if  it  appeared  prob- 
aMe  that  the  penally  would  be  ineffectual,  it  was 
the  part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  foresight  to  anti- 
cipate and  provide  against  the  evils  which  might 
ensue.  Suppose  the  bank,  however,  to  hare  sued 
and  to  have  refused  to  discount  to  a  stockholder, 
merely  because  he  was  such,  (which  is  indeed  a 
presumption  at  variance  with  the  best  notions  on 
the  subject,)  would  a  difl^rent  efibct  have  been 
produced,  or  would  the  condition  of  the  bank 
nave  been  improved  by  the  proceeding?  The 
suits  must  have  been  commenced  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  States,  wherever  the  delinquent 
stockholder  happened  to  reside;  in  somen  longer, 
fa  others  perhaps  a  shorter  time,  bot  in  none  less 
than  eiphteen  months  would  have  been  required 
to  obtam  judgment.  The  diversity  of  tribunals 
to  which  the  bank  would  thus  have  been  com* 
pelled  to  resort,  would  have  increased  the  delay 
aad  expense,  and  multiplied  difficulties  without 
number;  and,  after  all,  there  could  have  been  no 
secufily.  in  the  uncertain  and  embarrassed  state 
of  thunfs  at  that  time,  that,  at  the  end  of  the  race^ 
the  stAckholder  would  have  been  solvent.  In  the 
DMtiiiiBae,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the 
bank^.with  a  faithful  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
punctual  stockholders,  and  the  GU)vemment,  and 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  to  have  made 
disisDUiiUL  and  carried  oa.its  operations:  by  this 
means' its  notes  must  have  j[pne  into  circulation, 
and.  jndcpieat  being  obtained  in  the  cases  in 
wlueh  soils  nikay  besopposed  to  have  been  brought, 
the  delendants  would  either  have  gone  into  court 
wih,the  nolee  of  the  bank,  and  paid  the  jndff- 
tt»nit,  or  first  drawn  the  specie,  and  then  paid  it, 
in  disohni»e  of  the  suit.  The  moment  the  bank 
went  legally  into  operation^  this  result  was  inev- 
itnUa;  and.  I  cannot  perceive  how  the  mode  of 
oBeffCising  a. legal  right  can  be  construed  to  work 
afoffeitire'Of  the.  incorporatioa* 

Tliethifid  act  of  vioiatioa  consists  in  'paving 
dividends  to  stockholders  who  hai^  not  completed, 
thnir.jnstalmentsi  The  facts  upon  this  point 
biittgk correctly. aaecrlatnedi  there  wiU  be  no  oc* 
eaaieofor  little,. if  any  argument  in  regard  to  it. 
It  is  in.proof  that,  according  to  theregular  eoorse 
oC  bnsiness,  ^  when  a  stockholder  came  to  pay  his 
'  instalnant  after  the  regular  period,  but  before 
'  any  dividend  waadeclared, interest,  at  the  rate 

*  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  was-paid  by  him,  on 

*  the  amount  of  his  second  instalment  from  the 
'  '1st  January,  1817,  to  the  time  of  his  payiag^  up. 
'  If  he  cnmeito  pay  his  seoond  instalment  after 
'  the  dividend  waa  declared,  viz.,  7th  July,  1817, 

*  the  first  dividend  was  considered  as  forfeited, 

*  and  interest  on  his  iostalments  waa  paid  from 
'  the  1st  Julv,  1817,  to  the  time  of  his  pairing  op." 
The  general  rule  of  buainess  on  this  point,  was, 
thnrelorei  in  atrict  conformity  with  the  words  of 


tha  ohavter)  and  the  exceptions  which  have  been 
pointed  out,  were  rather  in  obedience  to  the  sound 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  provision,  than  a  de*- 
parture  from  the  words.    There  were  but  four 
mstances  in  which  the  rate-  was  not  strictly  ad^- 
bered  to,  and  enforced:  the  shares  of  all  the  four 
amounted  to  three  hundred  and  sixty-five^  one 
was  the  case  of  a  widow,  holding  but  a  few  sbaree, 
and  the  others  bad  been  prevented  from  making* 
punctual  payment  to  some  accidental   circum- 
stances, entitling  them  to  arelaxation  of  the  rule. 
The  object  of  this  provision  in  the  charter,  was 
clearly  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  instalments, 
and,  like  all  other  human  laws,  designed  to  im- 
pose the  penalty  upon  a  wilful  or  corrupt  negli- 
gence; so  far  as  this  was  its  object,  it  was  exe- 
cuted strie4ly,  and  in  good  faith :  but  i(  could 
never  have  been  intended  to  punish  a  failure  upon 
the  part  of  the  unwary,  or  which  was  occasioned 
by  accidents,  over  which  the  ordinary  human 
exertion  had  no  control;  for  snob  instances,  in- 
the  very  nature  of  the  case,  a  discretion  moat' 
have  been  vested  iii  the  great  bodv  of  the  stocks- 
holders.    The  provision  was  introaueed,  also,  for« 
the  benefit  of  the  punctual  stockholders,  and  if 
they  think  proper  to  waive  its  benefit,  and  relas'- 
the  rigor  of  the  words  in  the  case  in  which  there 
existed  no  design  to  evade  its  provision,  it  cannoe 
bea  ground  of  complaint  with  any  oneeise.  They 
have  waived  it  by  their  own  act,-and  they  do  not' 
desire  any  proceeding  on  thts  account.  If,  indeed, 
in  point  of  strict  law,  thia  act  coold  be  considered 
as  a  violation  of  the  provision,  it  could  scarceiy* 
be  deemed  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  the* 
widespread  ruin  which  would  ensue  a  forfeiture^ 
of  the  whole  incorporation.    The  interest  having* 
been  charged  upoa  the  shares  until  the  payment 
of  the  instalments,  the  difference  would  be  of 
little  or.  no  importance.    It  folly  evinces  that 
there  could  have  been  no  evil  design  to  violate- 
the  charter;  and  surely  gentlemen  will  not  eoiH 
tend  thai  it  in  any  degree  embarrassed  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank  in  the  attainment  of  the  great 
and  fundamental  ends  of  the  institution. 

The  fourth  act  of  violation  is  said  to  consist  in' 
<'  the  judges  of  the  first  and  second -elections-  al^ 
lowing  many  persons  to  give  more  than  thtrtf 
votes  each,  under  the  pretence  of  their  beiog^at* 
lorneys  for  others,  in  whose  names  the  shares^ 
then  stood." 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  .concurred  with  the  unaoi«' 
mousientitnent  of  the  committee  in  disapproving' 
this  act.  It  could  not  be  disguised,  that  ttselKct' 
was  to  enable  the  large  speculator  in  stock  ^tO" 
control  the  inflikence  in  the  management -and- dt"*- 
rection  of  the  bank,  to  the  exclusion  of  theematt' 
and  bona  /lele  stockholder.  Yet  he  could  not' 
imagine  that  it  would  be  deemed,  under  all  the* 
circumstances,  a  ground  of  forfeiture.  He  also 
begged  leave  here  to  remark,  that  the  custom  t>f ' 
subscribing  for  stock  in  the  name  of  another,  and 
yotinj^  as  the  attorney  for  that  other,  had  been 
practised  at  all  limes  and  at  all  places,  in  this 
country,  since  the  first  organization  of  similar 
institutions,  and  that  what  had  been  universal 
custom  and  immemorial  usage  might  almost  be- 
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tftken  to  be  the  eommoD  law  of  ibe  ease.    It  was 
a  right,  also,  in  whieb  every  subscriber  might 
have  participated.    It  does  oot  appear  very  sat- 
isfactorily, from  the  proof,  whether  the  practice 
was  p^eaerally  known  or  adopted,  though  it  is 
certain  that  it  was  adopted  by  many  of  the  large 
stockholders;  but  whether  it  was  certainly  known 
to  others,  or  to  what  number,  or  to  all  the  judj^s, 
or  whether  they  were  in  possession  of  sufficient 
proof  of  the  fact,  does  not  appear.    Mr.  McLane 
asked,  if,  ooder  these  circumstances,  it  was  clear 
that  toe  persons  in  whose  name  the  stbck  was  so 
held  had  not  the  le^^al,  right  to  vote,  or  that  the 
judgeseoold  have  rejected  the  votes,  or  compelled 
a  eonsoItdatioQ  ?     He  believed   not.     By  the 
charter,  the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  stock- 
holders shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  according  to 
the  Dumber  of  shares  which  he,  she,  or  they,  re- 
spectively, shall  "  hold  :^  the  act  of  holding  is 
adopted  as  the  evidence  of  ownership,  or^  at  least, 
as  giving  the  right  to  vote.    The  person  in  whose 
name  the  stock  stands  is  the  holder;  with  him 
are  all  the  legal  rights  and  all  the  responsibilities. 
No  other  than  the  holder  could  vote  upon  the 
shares,  and  neither  the  commissioners  nor  the  cor- 
poration posMssed  the  power  of  compelling  the 
tranter  of  the  shares.  Even  if  they  had  suspected 
the  contrivance,  they  had  no  means  of  defeating 
it;  they  were  bound  to  receive  the  best  evidence, 
and  the  books  of  the  commissioners  were  conclu- 
sive of  the  fact  of  holding.    It  could  oot,  there- 
fore, have  been  the  misconduct  of  the  judges  of 
the  election,  since  they  were  unauthorized  to  act 
otherwise,  and  since  it  would  have  been  imprac- 
ticable for  them  to  detect  the  collusion  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  practised  between  the 
"holder^'  and  the  attorney.    For  this  reason,  it 
therefore  follows,  that  the  manner  of  voting  com- 
plained of  was  not  a  corporate  act ;  it  was  not  an 
abuse  by  the  corporation,  but  the  mere  misbe- 
haviour of  a  few  of  the  individual  stockholders, 
for  their  own  private  purposes-^mlsbehaviour, 
either  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  stock- 
holders, or  over  which  they  had  no  control.    It 
sorely  will  not  be  contended,  that  the  misconduct 
of  one  or  more  of  the  stockholders,  unauthorized 
and  unofficial,  is  to  destroy  the  rights  of  all  the 
oiliera,  who  are  innocent  men,  and  alone  injured 
by  the  misbehaviour.    If  it  were  a  viofatton  of 
tne  charter,  it  was  a  violation  by  those  Individ- 
mis  by  whom  it  was  practised ;  it  might  be  proper 
tO'  ^nish  them,  but  it  would  be  worse  than  in- 
jostiee  to  involve  others  in  a  common  fate  I  Per- 
haps, too,  if  the  votes  thus  given  were  necessary 
to  the  election  of  the  successful  candidates,  their 
election  might  have  been  declared  void ;  but  this 
would  have  been  the  extent  of  the  operation  upon 
the  being  of  the  incorporation.    Mr.  MoL.  also 
contended,  that  this  provision  in  the  charter  was 
introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  stock- 
holders, and  principally  for  the  small  stockhold- 
ers :  these  were  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  interested 
in  its  faithful  performance;  and  we  have  not 
heard  that  they  would  desire  a  remedy,  if  it  could 
be  so  called,  which  woold  annihilate  at  a  blow 
the  whele  of  their  nieieats.    The  Qovernment 
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have  no  interest  in  the  election ;  their  stock  is 
represented  by  their  own  directors,  appointed  by 
their  own  authority,  without  tne  consent  or 
knowledge  of  the  other  stockholders ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  constant  remembrance,  in  considering 
this  subject,  that  those  by  whom  this  particular 
violation  was  principally  practised,  and  to  whom 
the  most  of  the  evils  and  abuses  which  grow  out 
of  it  have  been  attributed,  were  the  directors  ap« 
pointed  by  the  Government,  and,  with  the  power 
of  removal  in  their  hand^,  retained  by  the  Gov* 
ernment,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  recent  ex- 
position in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

In  short,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL., 
all  the  acts  complained  of  as  violations  of  the 
charter  consist,  at  most,  in  either  an  unwise  or 
improper  exercise  of  a  legal  right,  or  in  the  acts 
or  misconduct  of  individuals,  for  which  the  incor- 

E oration  cannot  be  officially  responsible :  they 
ave  in  no  degree  defeated  the  great  ends  of  the 
institution,  or  impaired  its  capacity  to  perform 
and  discharge  all  its  principal  functions.  It  is 
yet  in  full  life  and  vigor ;  shaken  a  little,  perhaps, 
oy  our  treatment  to  it,  by  our  jealousies  and 
suspicions, and  reproaches,but,containinga  sound 
constitution  and  abundant  means  of  usefulness, 
would  be  capable,  with  a  few  wholesome  correc- 
tions, of  answering  all  our  reasonable  expectations. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  a  motive  sufficient  to  justify  its  unnatural 
and  premature  dissolution. 

Mr.  McL.  said  that  he  had  intended,  when  he 
rose,  to  have  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
different  acts  of  abuse  and  misconduct  to  which 
the  report  of  the  committee  had  alluded,  though 
not  amounting  to  a  violation  of  the  charter ;  but 
he  felt,  if  he  did  so,  he  should  exhaust  himself 
and  the  Committee  before  he  could  submit  all 
the  remarks  which  the  course  he  had  prescribed 
to  himself  rendered  necessary.    Upon  this  piurt 
of  the  subject,  he  would,  therefore,  briefly  re- 
mark, that,  besides  the  improper  speculations  ih 
stock,  of  which  he  had  already  spoken,  the  abuses 
which  had  fallen  under  the  animadversion  of  the 
report  might  \m  comprehended  under  six  general 
heads:  1.  The  conduct  ofthe  Bank  of  theUnited 
States  towards  the  State  institutions.    2.  The 
practice  of  selliiig  drafts  on  its  offices.    3.  Dis- 
counting on  a  pledge  of  stock.    4.  The  arrange- 
ment for  paying  the  dividends  in  Borope.    5. 
The  improper  rejection  of  business  paper;  and, 
6k  Allowing  discounts  to  be  made  by  the  presi- 
dent ahd  cashier.    As  to  the  second  and  fourth 
of  these  acts,  which  had  been  the  most  condemned, 
Mr.  McL.  said  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  that 
the  batik  had  the  right  to  do  both ;  and  he  did 
not  think  we  should  interfere  with  its  exercise, 
unless  some  manifest  and  serious  injury  was 
likely  to  result  to  the  public;  even  then  we  could 
do  little  more  than  withdraw  the  public  depo- 
sttes.   He  had  yet  seen  no  such  evil  flowing  from 
these  measures.  The  selling  drafts  upon  its  offices 
was  a  mere  exchange  operation,  of  great  public 
convenience  and  accommodation,  contributing 
essential  facilities  to  the  commercial  enterprise 
of  the  country  and  the  financial  eoncerns  of  the 
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aatioD.    There  bad  beea  no  instaoee,  wUhio  iut 
knowledge,  in  vliich  it  bad  been  exercised  op- 
nressifely  or  improiwrly ;  in  the  nature  of  things, 
It  could  not  be,  fioce  it  was  optional  with  tne 
individual  to  make  bis  own  bargain.    Tbe  ar 
rangement  for  paying  tbe  dividends  in  Eurone 
conTd  never  be  UMd  to  the  prejudice  of  tbe  stoca- 
holder  or  the  public.    He  saw  no  impropriety  in 
giving  to  tbe  stock  its  highest  credit  in  the  Eu- 
ropean market;  and  it  was  a  matter  involviog 
ao  many  considerations,  connected  with  all  our 
eommercial  and  political  relations  abroad,  that 
he  felt  entirely  satisfied  to  rest  it  wkh  the  dlscro' 
tion  of  gentlemen  who  were  daily  and  intimately 
oooversant  with  all  their  details.    He  was  sore 
that  the  arrangement  would  be  continued  no 
loneer  than  was  consistent  with  the  interest  and 
profit  of  the  institution.    Of  the  third  head^  he 
not  ouly  believed  the  bank  had  the  perfect  ri^ht 
to  discount  on  a  pledge  of  stock,  but  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  it  was  the  safest  and  best  mode 
•f  doing  business,  if  it  were  not  practised  to  the 
Injury  of  the  commercial  activity  and  general 
enterprise  of  the  country.    Of  this,  ha  believed 
tbe  directors,  from  their  local  knowledge,  would 
always  have  the  best  means  of  judging;  and  the 
•  investigation  he  had  made  afforded  him  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  either  of  these  effects  had  yet 
been  produced.    He  would  not  refrain,  however, 
from  condemning  the  practice  of  discounting 
upon  a  pledge  of  stock  above  its  par  value,  and 
of  dispensing  with  the  personal  security,  under 
tbe  power  of  substitution.    Equally  reprehensi- 
ble, in  his  opinion,  was  the  practice  of  permitting 
the  president  and  cashier  to  make  loans  withoat 
the  approbation  of  the  directors,  in  each  particu- 
lar case.    He  believed  it  was  calculated  to  lead 
to  serious  abuses ;  and  he  trusted  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  stockholders  to  (Correct  tt«    As  it  re- 
garded the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
states  towards  State  institutions,  he  could  not 
imagine  that  it  would  afford  any  ground  of  com- 
plaint.   It  bad  undoubtedly  been  mild,  generous, 
and  conciliatory  i  and  it  was  with  surprise  be  bad 
heard  his  honorable  friend  from' Virginia  (Mr. 
Tyleb)  mainuia  that  it  had  not  facilitated  their 
reaumption  of  specie  payments.    Sir,  this  was 
aoion||r  the  first  and  great  benefits  which  this  in« 
stitution  diffused  throughout  the  community,and 
the  documents  show  that  its  desire  to  accomplish 
this  end  led  ta  the  adoption  of  some  of  those  very 
acts  upon  which  censure  has  since  fallen,  and 
created  difficulties  with  which  it  would  other- 
wise not  have  struggled.    It  accomplished  this 
desirable  end  in  your  cities,  by  large  and  liberal 
loans  to  the  State  banks,  and  by  giving  currency 
to  their  paper,  thus  sbieldiog  the  individual  debt- 
ors from  an  undue  and  fatal  pressure,  and  ena- 
bling the  banks,  without  their  aid,  to  meet  all 
their  engagements.    It  enabled  all  the  country 
banks,  and  especially  those  in  the  interior  and  to 
the  westward,  to  do  so,  by  receiving  from  tbe 
Government  an  immense  amount  of  uie  country 
bank  notes,  which  could  not  have  been  redeemed 
aa  early  as  the  public  necessities  required,  and 
gave  to  the  banks  a  liberal  time  for  their  re- 


demption 'f  thus  throwing  into  circulation  a  Ui;ge 
amount  of  good  paper,  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury,  and  relieving  the  State  banks  from 
the  pressure  i^rom  which  they  had  everything  to 
apprehend. 

But.  sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  it  is  inconsistent  with 
my  present  design  to  pursue  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject further.  I  have  already  said,  that  I  do  not 
stand  here  as  the  indiscriminate  defender  of  tbe 
bank.  The  inquiry  which  I  deem  oMteriai  to 
pursue  is,  whether  the  abuses  which  have  been 
practised  and  really  do  exist,  will  not  admit  of  a 
perfect  correction  without  the  destruction  of  the 
being  of  the  incorporation  7  If  they  will,  I  will 
never  consent  to  be  among  its  destroyers.  It 
would  be  unbecoming  in  us  to  wield  our  power 
vindictively,  when  a  chastening  arm  would  an- 
swer every  good  purpose.  That  all  these  acta  of 
misconduct  will  admit  of  correction  by  mild 
means,  and  will,  in  fact,  be  corrected  without 
much  interference  on  our  part,  is  to  me  perfectly 
clear.  The  most  serious  acts  of  abu&e,  those  in 
which  it  is  alleged  are  involved  the  violations  of 
charter, are  already  corrected— they  exist  no  lonif- 
er.  There  is  no  apprehension  that  the  bank  will 
ever  repeat  the  purchase  of  any  partof  the  pub- 
lic debt ;  it  has  suffered  too  sorely  in  the  past  in- 
stance, to  yield  so  ready  an  acquiescence  in  the 
instructions  of  the  Treasury  in  future.  The  loana 
on  account  of  the  instalments  have  principally 
been  paid,  and  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  thiags, 
ever  recur.  And  the  same  remark  may  be  made 
in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  dividends  to  the 
delinquent  stockholders.  As  it  regards  the  divi- 
sion of  the  votes,  the  documenu  furnished  by  the 
committee  show  that  all  the  stock  has  lung  since 
been  consolidated ;  but,  if  it  should  be  otherwise, 
tbe  bill  reported  by  the  committee  will  compel  it 
to  be  done,  and  effectually  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  the  evil.  Those  scenes  of  speculation  also,  of 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  must  very  hoou 
cease,  if  they  have  not  ceased  already.  They  are 
more  or  less  incident  to  the  inception  of  all  aoeit 
institutions,  and  cannot  be  prevented.  Men  will 
subscribe  ibr  and  purchase  stock  on  speculation  | 
the  only  rem^y  in  to  be  found  in  the  regular 
march  of  the  institution.  Under  a  sound  man- 
agement and  a  prudent  disposition  of  its  meaaa» 
the  large  Rpeculator  will  soon  lose  his  power  of 
oontroQing  the  market;  the  affairs  of  the  insti- 
tution will  acquire  stabilitv  i  its  atoek  will  reaali 
a  regular  sound  value,  liable  only  to  tbe  inevit- 
able fluctuations  of  ordinary  property^  and  finally 
become  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  solid  capital- 
ist. For  the  correction  of  all  these  abuses,  we 
also  have  a  pledge  in  the  interest  of  the  stock- 
holders. A  safer  one  could  not  be  provided. 
Tbejr  are  well  acquainted  with  their  intereata, 
and,  if  they  perceive  a  course  of  conduct  calcu- 
lated to  prejudice  them,  they  will  not  fail  to 
check  it,  and  promptly  apply  the  remedy.  If 
this  has  not  been  the  case  heretofore,  it  is  be- 
cause the  great  body  of  stockholders,  in  common 
with  ue,  were  ignorant  of  the  nature  or  exist- 
ence of  the  abuies.  Besides,  if  this  were  a  cauae 
of  complaint,  the  Qovernment  would  eome  in 


' 


1349 


BISf OBY  Of  OdNORBSS. 


13G0 


FtaBVJfBT)  1819. 


AmX^  qftke  VMed  AmM. 


H.  or  R. 


for  %  Urge  shore.  Their  direecoft  we're  the  prio- 
eipal  ottors  in  the  drOma,  and  they  poeseseed  (h? 
power  of  removal  at  any  time.  We  cannot  douht 
that  the  stoekbolders,  #itb  a  due  regard  to  their 
pritaie  intereets,  will  ooofide  their  management 
10  men  no  longer  thao  they  prove  themselree  to 
he  worthy  of  the  trust.  There  is  also,  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  exposure  which  the  report  hae 
made^  an  ampJe  remedy  for  all  the  evils;  the 
BcrutmisiiDg  power  of  Congress  has  already  been 
felt  I  that  it  will  be  exercised,  is  no  longer  a  mat- 
ter of  specttlatien ;  and  these  facts,  toffecher  with 
« the  natore  of  ihe  report  arising  out  of  the  reei»nt 
investigation,  will  ne^essnriiy  ibcnlcate  and  pre- 
serve a  due  ctfcamspeotton  of  coadoct  in  futnre. 
Of  all  this,  we  need  no  better  proof  than  is  to  l»e 
fonad  in  tne  effects  already  prodneed  by  the  late 
inquiry.  We  have  already  seen  the  nnfonttnate 
man  who  presided  ever  this  iostitutton,  sarrend- 
erinff  a  lucrative  post  the  moment  it  was  iniima- 
ted  that  he  had  abused  the  trust  confided  to  him. 
I  call  this  ^tleman  unfortunate,  beoaose  I  be- 
lieve his  Aiisfortnnes  are  attributable  to  the  influ- 
onee  of  others,  much  more  than  to  any  immoral 
propensity  in  his  own  breast.  And  we  have  fur- 
ther seen  his  example  followed  by  another,  against 
whom  the  animadversions  of  the  report  have 
been  principally  directed.  The  same  spirit,  in 
obedience  to  which  these  sacrifices  have  been 
made,  will  not  fiilter  in  its  course  until  an  entire 
reform  has  been  effected. 

Bttt,  Mr.  MoL.  said,  there  were  other  reasons 
why  these  abuses  n  onld  not  continue.  Thejr  were 
not  the  result  of  any  general  unsound ness  in  the 
management  of  the  lastitntioo.    My  honorable 
colleagues,  said  Mr.  MoL.,  wHl,  I  am  sure,  jus- 
tify me  in  saying,  that  there  were  men  in  the 
direction,  the  exhinple  of  whose  geneml  conduct 
individually  and  officially  any  one  night  proudly 
imitate^    Men  of  highmtnded  honorable  feelings 
and  sound  iatelligenee^  oapahle  of  condoeting 
Che  ioatitntion  vrith  credit  to  themselves  and 
benefit  co  the  public,  and  to  whom  no  ainisier 
motive  or  unfair  conduct  could  be  imputed — 
iwho  had,  on  all  occasion^  been  the  advoeales  of 
an  enlightenedi  disintereoted  policy,  and  bad  re- 
signed considerable  emolument  which  they  might 
honorably  have  made^  rather  than  incur  the  sus- 
picion of  participating  in  the  amallest  degree  in 
those  stocK  speenlatiotta  which  have  been  so  mnch 
reprobated.    In  the  number  of  these  men,  besides 
ciioso  aauMd  in  the  report,  Mr.  MoL.  said  it  af- 
forded him  great  pleasure  to  ennmerete  Mr.  T. 
Willing  Md  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Philadelphia,  and  his 
honornblo  friend  in  this  House,  from  Peonayi- 
vania.  (Mr.  SsttOiAMti,)  as  oonspieaous  for  the 
4|tt»ltncntions  he  had  mentioned.    On  the  whole, 
be  coocloded  that  there  was  every  reason  to  cal- 
culate upon  a  mfe  and^lscreet  management  of 
the  nffiiira  of  the  bank  in  future,  superintended, 
as  it  would  be,  by  the  inqnisitorial  power  of 
Congrecfi  nnd  the  control  of  the  Treasury  over 
the  public  deposits* 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  the  ezpedieney  of 
abrogatiog  tbeir  charter,  Mr.  MoL.  said,  if  his 
ooBstffttOtioA  pf  the  note  of  violation  wero  correct, 


it  would  be  very  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  oon- 
sideratton  of  it,  since,  if  there  wiere  no  forfeiture, 
the  charter  would  be  beyond  our  power.    Nor 
would  he  go  so  much  into  detail  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  because  of  the  length  of  time  he 
had  already  occupied,  and  the  danger  of  encroach- 
ing upon  the  views  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
Booth  Carolina.    Without  detaining  the  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  said  Mr.  MoL.,  in  particuiarly 
considering  the  importance  of  this  institutioui  in 
providing  a  circulating  medium,  in  averting  the 
evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  in  equal- 
izing tbeexchaoge  in  the  different  parts  of  this 
extensive  coontrjr  in  the  eminent  degree  it  his 
done,  in  facilitating  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Gbvemment,  in  providing  a  ready  medium 
for  their  revenue,  and  safety  for  thielt^  deposites, 
and  in  inspiring  life  and  activity  into  the  com- 
mercial enterprise  of  the  community,  I  will  re- 
mark merely,  that  all  the  reasons  that  so  power- 
fully recommended  the  creation  of  the  bank  yet 
eii^t,  in  all  their  vigor,  to  recommend  hs  pfreeer- 
vation*    Among  these^,  the  most  imnortant,  in 
my  vi€w.  is  the  neceaiity  of  a  national  currency, 
beyond  tne  reach  of  local  interests  and  commer- 
cial flacluattons;  and  the  inearpedieocjr  of  reiving 
upon^tate  banks,  for  the  national  wants  and  the 
operations  of  our  public  finances.    Not  merely 
as  it  respects  the  supplying  of  the  Qovernment 
and  its. debtors  with  a  sound  unvarying  medium, 
considerations  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Caroiina,  but  as  it  reg^ards  the  stability  of 
the  Qovernment  nnd  the  efficiency  of  all  its  mean- 
urm  In  war  and  in  peaoe.    I  ask,  sir,  if  it  is  wise 
to  place  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  National 
Government  at  the  control  of  State  banks?    If 
we  consider  for  a  moment  the  vast  extent  of  bar 
continent,  from  all  quarters  whereof  our  revenue 
is  to  be  drawn,  and  over  all  parts  of  which  the 
^preme  arm  of  the  Qeneral  Government  is  to 
be  extended,  in  the  regulation  of  commerce  and 
providing  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  $  if  we  consider  nlso  the  augmenting  con- 
cerns which   are  daily  multiplying  with  the 
growth  of  this  mighty  empire,  and  the  almost 
absolut*  necessity  of  banking  facilities  for  the 
effectual  exerbise  of  all  the  powers  intrusted  to 
the  Federal  Government,  the  folly  of  placing  oar 
reliance  on  State  institutioas  wtll  be  manifest* 
Their  charteva  might  expire^  and  their  existence 
cease  at  the  Very  moment  their  aid  would  be  the 
meat  aecesmr^.    I  invite  gentlemen  to  rcftect 
also  opoa  their  power  and  iaflaenee  over  the 
moneyed  ailain  of  the  community,    it  is  in  their 
power  to  render  worthless  any  medium  which 
the  Qovernment  may  be  compelled  to  create,  ex- 
cepting the  metals,  of  which  We  all  know  the 
aeareity  is  greatest  in  times  of  the  most  pressing 
necftesit)r.    Such  a  power,  in  the  hands  of  that 
divenity  of  interests,  whiea  might  prevail  in  the 
dtfierent  States  of  this  Union,  miffht  paralyse  the 
national  arm  and  have  a  fatal  iniliience  upon  oar 
prosperity.    I  ask  gentlemen  to  recur  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  late  war.    Then  all  these  calami* 
ties  were  seriously  felt.    We  most  all  remember 
the  embarrassments  of  iha  Government  at  that 


1851 


HISTOBT  OV  GONGRB80. 


1362 


H.  or  R. 


JSaak  of  the 


SfUOm. 


FmRUABT,  1819. 


time.  Thtn  the  State  tMnks^  i«  most  instances, 
refused  their  aid,  and  the  vtrj  necessities  of  the 
Qovernment  forfeited  indiTidual  confidence. — 
Treasury  notes  were  resorted  to,  and  ^verr  effort 
was  msde  to  giTl  them  ciirreney—- the  faith  of 
the  nation  was  pledged  for  their  redemption,  and 
they  were  made  receivable  for  public  debts,  but 
the  State  banks  refused  to  receire  them  in  de- 
positee; and  by  this  single  act  depressed  them  to 
ten,  and  in  some  instances  to  fifteen  per  cent,  be- 
low par.  The  consequence  was  unaToidable; 
the  national  arm  was  weakened,  its  resources 
crippled,  and  its  credit  annihilated.  To  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  similar  calamities,  the  present 
bank  was  incorporated,  and  I  admonish  gentle- 
men to  beware  how  they  leave  us  exposed  once 
more  to  evils  of  the  same  character. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  there  are 
additional  reasons  now,  which  recommend  the 
protection  of  the  bank,  that  did  not  exist  at  the 
time  it  was  incorporated.    By  giving  this  insti- 
tution a  being  and  existence,  you  have  created 
innumerable  richts  which  did  not  before  exist. 
There  are  the  debtors  and  creditors  of  the  bank 
who  have  connected  their  interests  with  it  on 
the  faith  of  the  nation,  and  would  be  ruined  by 
its  sudden  destruction.    There  arc^  also,  the  in- 
nocent stockholders,  here  and  abrdid,  who  have 
invested  their  fortunes  in  the  institution  upon 
the  same  national  faith,  aad  upon  the  reasonable 
presumption,  that  no  harsher  measures  would  be 
adopted  towards  it  than  what  experience  had 
justified  in  regard  to  others.   Of  the  u>reign  stock- 
holder, this  national  faith  is  the  chief  reliance, 
for,  in  effect,  not  being  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy, 
his  interest  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  represented. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  preserve 
its  own  and  the  credit  of  the  stock  in  BSurope, 
and  this  cannot  be  done  without  giving  it  secu- 
rity and  subility  in  their  estimation.    If  it  be 
once  discerned  that  the  existence  of  such  an  in- 
stitution is  dependent  upon  ie|[islative  caprice  or 
local  interests  your  stocks  will  soon  be  looked 
upon  with  distrust  and  jealousy.    If  anything 
could  add  strength  to  these  considerations,  it  is, 
that  the  act  of  violation,  upon  which  a  forfeiture 
is  OMiinly  supported,  has  already  received  an 
amnesty  at  your  hands.    Two  years  ago  it  was 
officially  annoonoed  to  you — an  investigation  of 
the  matter  was  made — the  subject  was  brought 
before  Con|:ress,  and  it  was  naally  resolved  to 
be  inexpedient  to  take  any  further  notice  of  it. 
By  this  vote,  others  than  those  who  at  that  time 
held  stock  were  encouraged  to  become  purchasers. 
It  was  an  annunciation  to  the  world,  that  Con- 
gress would  sustain  the  bank,  notwithstanding 
this  act  of  violation;  hundreds  of  our  citizens, 
upon  this  principle,  purchased  the  stock  at  ex- 
travagant prices,  and,  after  all  this,  to  recall  this 
act  from  its  grave  and  seize  upon  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inimoiating  the  institution,  would  be  an 
act  of  which,  for  the  glory  of  the  nation,  I  trust 
it  will  never  be  guilty. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Ttlbb)  had  said,  and  he  thought  with  more 
beauty  than  force,  that  this  act  was  committed 


when  the  child  was  in  its  infancy,  and  if  we 
then  overlooked  it,  as  the  folly  of  the  infant,  it  ie 
the  more  necessary  now  to  punish  the  aberrations 
of  its  manhood.  Mr.  McL.  said,  it  was  a  new 
system  of  discipline  to  visit  on  the  head  of  the 
man  the  follies  of  the  boy,  and  was  unreasonable 
as  well  in  the  artificial  as  in  the  natural  person* 
Sir,  said  Mr,  MoL.,  I  have  no  sort  of  objection 
that  you  shall  consider  this  institution  as  your 
child ;  in  fact  it  is  so,  and,  if  properly  cherished, 
one  that  will  not  dishonor  its  parent.  I  only  de- 
sire that  you  shall  exercise  towards  him  a  paren- 
tal solicitude  and  authority ;  if  he  prove  refrac> 
tory,  admonish  him ;  if  it  be  necessary  to  prevent 
him  from  doing  an  injury  to  you  and  himself, 
administer  wholesome  correction ;  but  do  not  act 
the  part  of  an  unnatural  parent,  and  not  only  tor- 
ture, but  sacrifice  him  for  faults  which  you  have 
once  overlooked,  or  for  future  acts  of  misconduct, 
which  may  in  some  degree  be  ascribed  to  your 
own  improper  indulgence. 

Mr.  McL*  said,  that  he  had  already  consumed 
so  much  time  tnat  he  would  conclude  with  an 
apologv  to  the  Committee  for  trespassing  so  long 
upon  their  patience,  and  with  thanking  them  fiy 
their  attention. 

Mr.  Sbrobant  addressed  the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  the  permission  of  the 
Committee,  to  offer  to  them  some  observations 
upon  the  several  propositions  that  are  now  sub- 
mitted for  their  consideration  and  decision. 

The  inquiry  in  which  we  are  engaged  Ib 
attended  with  some  intrinsic  difficulties,  of  no 
inconsiderable  magnitude,  and  calculated  very 
much  to  embarrass  our  deliberations,  as  they 
must  have  been  to  embarrass  the  deliberations  of 
the  select  committee,  to  whom  the  examination 
of  this  subject  was  more  particularly  confided. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  retrospective,  and  I  admit 
it  is  necessarily  so.  We  are  called  upon  to  take 
a  review  of  the  management  and  conduct  of  the 
bank  during  ajl  the  period  of  its  existence,  and 
we  expect  to  find  that  the  best  has  been  done  in 
every  instance,  which,  with  the  full  light  derived 
from  a  knowledge  of  all  that  has  since  happened, 
appears  to  us  to  have  been  possible.  In  this  man* 
ner  it  is,  that  battles  are  fought  over  asain  in 
discussion ;  and,  whether  they  have  been  lost,  or 
whether  they  have  been  won,  it  seldom  happens 
that  those  who  thus  sit  in  judgment  upon  them 
cannot  detect  some  errors  that  have  been  commit- 
ted—point  out  advantages  that  have  been  lost, 
and  opportunities  that  hare  been  suffered  to  pass 
unimproved.  The  just  rale  of  judgment  in  such 
cases,  if^  indeed,  its  application  were  practicable, 
would  be  to  place  ourselves  in  the  situation  or 
those  upon  whose  conduct  we  are  called  to  pass, 
in  the  midst  of  the  difficulties  by  which  they 
were  surrounded,  and  with  no  better  view  of  the 
futurethan  what  their  own  judgment  could  afford 
them. 

It  is  in  the  nature,  too,  of  this  inquiry,  conduct- 
ed as  it  has  been,  to  group  an4  connect  together 
all  the  exceptionable  acts  that  have  been  done  by 
those  to  whom  the  management  of  the  institution 
has  been  confided ;  while,  to  use  a  bank  phrase, 
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it  gires  do  credit  for  tbose  things  which  were 
right,  and  eren  entitled  to  some  commendation. 
I  wish,  sir,  to  be  distinetif  anderstood :  I  am  not 
vsing  the  language  either  of  complaint  or  censare. 
I  oniV  say,  tkat,  as  the  inquiry,  from  its  nature, 
was  in  a  great  measure  coofinea  to  exceptionable 
acts,  it  mast  necessarily  present  then^  In  a  body, 
without  relief  from  their  association  with  the 
mass  of  ffood  deeds  with  which,  in  their  order, 
they  stood  connected.  This  is  a  sort  of  judgment 
which  none  of  us  would  be  willing  to  submit  to, 
or  could  expect  to  endure.  Let  tne  life  of  any 
man,  the  most  honest  and  honorable,  be  exposed 
to  the  same|kind  of  examination.  Begin  with  his 
iofaney,  (to  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,)  and  follow  mm  through  the  dif- 
ferent periods  of  his  progress,  piift  together,  as 
oottstituting  his  history:  whatever,  from  the  serer- 
est  scrutiny,  you  can  find,  that  has  deserved  re- 
proach or  censure.  What  a  dark  exhibition  would 
It  be  I 

Besides,  sir,  what  is  at  last  the  test  we  apply  ? 
We  set  opinion  against  opinion,  upon  a  subject  of 
a  very  comprehendve  and  of  a  very  complicated 

SAturej  involving  much  detail,  and  every  detail 
rvolvmg  more  or  less  of  speculative  inquiry. 
There  are  extrinsic  difficulties,  of  no  less  mag- 
nitude.   It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  has  been 
araat  deal  of  prejudice  in  the  public  mind,  against 
this  institution,  which,  whatever  may  be  our  re- 
solutions to  the  contrary,  affects  us  insensibly, 
and,  when  we  neither  know  nor  suspect  it.   The 
aoarces  of  this  prejudice  are  sufficiently  apparent* 
The  State  institutions  have  many  ol  them  been 
induced  to  regard  the  National  Bank  as  an  enemy, 
and  the  spirit  of  hostility  which  they  have  felt 
has  had  a  most  powerful  influence  throughout  the 
oomuranity,  with  which  they  are  so  extensively 
and  intimately  connected.    It  is  in  the  ordinary 
courae,  too,  of  the  operations  of  the  bank,  to  give 
freqaenc  oi^nce  to  mdividuils.  Every  man  who 
is  refuaed  a  discount  thinks  himself  aggrieved, 
and  indolges  a  feeling  of  resentment,  not  at  all 
mitigated  by  any  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances that  may'  have  rendered  it  prudent,  or 
even  necessary,  to  reject  his  application,    'the 
same  reikiark  might  be  made,  with  equal  tr<uth,  of 
every  sort  of  accommodation  which  the  bank  is 
sujyposed  to  have  the  capacity  to  afford,  but  which 
events,  beyond  its  power  to  control,  do  frequently 
oblige  it  to  withhold.    When  the  directors,  not 
^^ery  long  ago.  exercising  a  right  that  no  one  de- 
nies to  have  belonged  to  them,  and  exercising  it 
under  the  compulsion  of  circumstances  so  impe- 
rious, that  every  one  now  confesses  they  could 
not  have  refrained  without  a  plain  violation  of 
their  duty ;  when,  I  say,  they  determined  that 
branch  notes  should  thenceforth  be  paid  only 
where,  upon  their  face,  they  were  made  payable, 
there  was  an  almost  universal  clamor.  Sir,  there 
is  still  another  source  of  prejudice.    The  bank 
has  had  the  day  of  its  beginniojgr.  It  is  now  in  the 
dav  of  its  humiliation.    But,  it  has  had  the  day 
of  Its  prosperity,  too— when  success,  even  beyond 
the  expectations  of  its  most  sanaoine  friends, 
leemed  to  crown  its  operations*    in  that  day— I 


appeal  to  many  who  are  within  hearing  what  I 
state,  and  are  able  to  confirm  its  truth,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  fact ;  I  appeal  to  every  one  acquainted 
with  our  nature,  to  say  whether  it  is  not  what 
would  generally  happen — those  who  had  them- 
selves refused  to  subscribe,  and  discoursffed  the 
subscription  of  others ;  those  who  had  thus  ne- 
glected to  avail  themselves  of  what  then  appeared 
to  have  been  the  golden  opportunity,  suffered  ail 
the  mortification  of  seeing  their  predictions  con- 
tinually falsified,  and  could  scarcely  avoid  the  in- 
fluence of  a  certain  deeply  implanted  kindred 
feeling,  which  is  never  more  sharply  exerted  than 
when  we  see  others  profit  by  what  we  have  per- 
mitted to  escape  from  ourselves.  They  did  not 
avoid  it. 

There  are,  besides,  many  who  think  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  however  organized,  is  impolitic  and 
unwise ;  and  there  are  some  who  think  it  not 
within  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  a  bank. 

Under  the  combined  operation  of  such  a  ndass 
of  causes,  the  committee  had  no  doubt  a  difficult 
task  to  perform,  even  if  they  had  taken  much 
more  time  for  its  performance  than  seems  to  have 
been  allotted.  If  they  have  fallen  into  errors,  it 
is  not  surprising;  but  It  ought  to  secure  from 
them  some  indulgence  for  errors  in  others.  It 
will  at  least  entitle  us  to  differ  from  them  in  opin- 
ion, and  freely  and  fully  to  canvass  the  grounds 
of  the  report. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed  to  examine  the  re- 
port, I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  atithority  under  which  we  have 
been  acting,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  law  for  in- 
corporating the  subscribers  to  the  bank.  The 
{provisions  of  the  charted,  designed  to  secure  the 
aithful  administration  of  the  bank,  contain  in 
them  a  distribution  of  powers,  just  in  itself,  and 
perfectly  well  adapted  to  attain  the  object.  The 
power  given  to  this  House,  fsec.  23,)  is  confined  to 
a  single  point  of  inquiry,  whether  or  not  the  chap- 
ter has  been  violated,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  judge  whether  or  not  it  is  expedfient 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  for  its  repeal.  The 
examination  we  are  authorized  to  make,  Is  sub- 
ordinate to  this  object;  and,  to  my  mind,  it  it 
quite  clear  that  we  have  no  right  to  pursue  is 
further.  The  care  of  the  remaining  interests  of 
the  Government  in  the  institution  is  confided  to 
the  Executive.  The  President  appoints  the  Qov- 
ernment  directors.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  an  almost  unlimited  power  of  examining 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank.  Weekly  statements 
are  to  be  made  to  him,  (sec.  11,  art.  15,}  and  he 
has  the  rif^ht  to  inspect  every  thing  except  the  ac- 
counts of  individuals.  The  purpose  is  manifest: 
it  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  enable  him  to  Judge  of 
the  conduct  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the 
Government,  It  is.  in  the  next  place,  to  enable 
him  to  decide  whetner  the  public  interest  in  the 
bank,  consisting  of  the  stock  belonffing  to  the 
Gbvernment,  and  the  deposites  of  public  money, 
are  faithfully  ffuarded.  The  necessary  sanction 
for  enforcing  the  exercise  of  this  Pp^ci'i  t>  <>l*o 
confided  to  the  Executive.    The  President  has 
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avtliorUy  Co  appolat^  aod  to.  him  is  givaa  th«  au- 
thoriiy  to  remoTe,  the  direciprt  on  the  pMirt  of  the 
Qovernment,  (sec.  8.)  A  moch  more  importaot, 
tanciioD  is  the  power  givea  to  the  Secretary  of. 
the  Treasury,  by  sectioa  sixteen,  to  withdraw  the 
public  deposites,  laying  before  Uoo2res»  his  rea* 
sons  for  so, doing.  The  interests  of  the  stocltholcU 
ef8,,which  form  the  remaining  branch  of  this  great 
national  concern,,  were  intended  to  be  left  to.  the 
care  of  the  stockholders  themaelTes^  a^  their  beat 
and  safest  guardianjs — their  natoi-al  guardians; 
apd  it  is  I  be  right  of  the  stockholders-  to  delegate 
the  aulboritjr,  to  such  directors  as  they,  may  think 
proper.  This  right  is  eaforced  and  secured  by 
the  power  of  election.  Their  servants  are  ac- 
countable to  them,  precisely  as  we  are  to  our  con* 
itituents.  If,  upon  a  review  of  our  conduct  here, 
they  are  not  satisfied  with  our  efforts  to^  serve 
them,  they  elect  us  no  more,  but  devolve  the  hon- 
orable trust  of  representing  them  in  the  ooun^iis 
of  the  nation,  upon  others,  whom  they  think  mpre 
worthy  of  their  confidence. 

These  provisions,  thus  arranged  and.distribii^ted, 
are  of  sufficient  efficaoy  for  all  the  purposes:  that 
were  desisued  to  be  accomplished*  Thus  ar- 
ranffed  and  distributed,  they.are  in  harmony  with 
each  other;  aud,  while,  every  interest  is  guarded 
byjts  appropriate  sanation,,  the^  all  co-operate  to 
secure  toe  common  cesiili-r-a, faithful  administra* 
tion  of  the  bank. 

If  this  be  a  correct  exposition  of  the  terms  of 
the  charter,  our.  inquiry  ooghit,  propedy,  only  to 
be,  whajt  alone  it  can  be  e&ctually,  whether  the 
charter  has  been  violated.  Any  other  course  will 
iqevitably  lead .  us  into  difficulty*  If  we  under- 
take to  examine,  the  general  admiqistratlon  of 
the  afiairs  of  the  bank,  oc  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  particular  directors,  we  are  involved  at 
OBce  in  the  danger  of  an.  ioterfecence  with  the 
Exe^tive.  To  that  department  it  belongs  to 
decide  whether  the.  public  duty  has  been  per- 
formed»  The  officer  at  the  head  o(  the  Treasury 
must  always  be  well  qualified  to  decide.  None 
but  a  citizen  of  distinguished  talents  will  be 
placed  in  that  high  and  responsible  station.;  and, 
when  thet.e,  his  official  occupations,  the  habitual 
tenor  of  his  studies  and  reflectionsr^his  daily  ac- 
quaintance witii  th^  management  of  the  baux,  in 
ail  ita  relations  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nat^n^ 
as  well  as  his  repeated  inspection  of  the  state<- 
menta  exhibited,  will  enable  \^\m^  better  than 
any  other  person,  to  judge  how  far  ita  concerns 
are  faithfully  administered  towards  ih».  pUiblic* 
Are  we  not  in  daog.er,  too,  of  involving  ourselves 
in  collision  with  the  Judiciary?  We  are  here 
entertaining.amlxedinauiry,partly.of  expediency 
and  partly  of  charter  rign^  mingled  in.such  away, 
that,  in.  deciding  whether  the  charter  has.  been 
▼iolated,  we  make  no  distinction  between  errors, 
or,  if  you  please,  misconduct,  in  the  management, 
and  such  offences  of  the  corporation  as  would 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter.  Indeed,  the  dis- 
tinction, obvious  as  it  is,  seems  scarcely  to  have 
been  noticed,  eitherin  the  report  of  the  Qommittee, 
Of  in  the  debate  that  has  takien  place.  The  great 
stfesa  of  ol^eclion  has  rested,  not  so  much  upon 


the  specific  viola^ns  of  the  ehartar,  alleged  to> 
have  been  committedi  as  upon  the  more  eompre-. 
hensi  ve  ground  of  mismanagement  in  the  eatarcisei 
of  indisputable  charter-rig-hts.  Suppose^  theo^ 
that,  under  the  impression  of  oonsideraiione  likQ 
these,  you  send  tbis  corporation  to  the  Judiciary, 
there  to  receive  its  trial;  you  m»y  send  it  thertti 
with  all  the  weight  of  prejudice  arising  from  a 
vote  of  Congress;  you  may)  and  you  will,  in  ^ome- 
degree,  pre-occutpv  the  public  mind»  always  deeply 
affected  by  the  judgments  of  their  repreeentativee;. 
and  you  may,  aod  probably  will«  more  or  lesaim*. 
pair  the.  chance  of  a  fair  and  impartial  trial* 
But,  when  this  trial  shall  come;  when  the  cor«> 
poration  shall  appear  at  tbe  bar  of  a  judicial  tfi^. 
Dunal,.  there  will  be  an  end  to  every  qmestioe. 
except  the  naked  question  of  forfeiture;  there  will 
be  an  end  to  every  consideration  that  is  fisreigia 
to  tihat  precise  inquiry,  and  then  the  cooeequence 
will  be,  tbat^  following  a  diflerent  riiie  of  jinlg^ 
ment,  the  judicial  tribunal  will  probably  arrive 
at  a  different  reeult.  You  are  thus  in  direct  col* 
lieion.  Different  departments  of  the  Gkivemment 
are  placed  in  a  state  of  hostility  towafvds  eaofai. 
other,  the  pubUe  mind  isirriialed,  and  that  har-- 
mony  whioh  we  all  know  to  be  of  so  mueh  in»-? 
portance  in  the  strucjture  of  our  Govern nMAlf  is 
uselessly  endangered. 

Sir,  we  interfere^  to  a  most  alarming  e^leikt,, 
with  the  just  power  of  the  stockholders.    Thef - 
are  the  exclusive  juijgea  of  whom  they  will  have- 
for-  directors.    They  are  the^  beat  judges.    That, 
sure  instinct,  "that  keen,  steady^  and,  aait  warei 
magnetic  sense  of  their  own  interest^''  which 
every  naan  feels  and  oheys,  in  his  own  coneerM 
is  the  best  security  to  be  relied  uponfor  a  careful 
and  prudent  selection.    It  is  the  ri^t  of  the:, 
stockholders,  by  the  charter^  and  it  is  almoet  the. 
only  rigbt  they  have  reserved.     To  the.:  Qovernr. 
ment  they  have  conceded  much;  for  themselvieat 
they  have  retained  only  the  power  in  qetestioii^.  to 
be  exercised  under  such  nujdifications  and  re* 
strictions  as  Conffress  thought  fit  to  prescribe... 
Upon  the  faith  of  an  undisturbed  and  free  ea.* 
joy  ment  of  this  republican  right  of  ohoosing  their 
owa  representatives,  they  lu^ve  embarked  their- 
propert^'  in  the  institution;  and  w:oald  you,  o%^ 
you,  without  doing  unjust  violence  to  the  coov* 
paet  you  have  made  with  them„  impair  oc  disturb 
the  exercise  of  the  power  that  beloqgs  to  them:  of 
judging  for  themselves  v^om  they  will  have  for 
directors?    Sir^ .  I  will  put  to  you  whal  nci*y>  ai« 
this  momen<i  perhaps,  be  deemed  the  strongest: 
case.    Suppose  they  choose  to  elect  a  brokef^  on 
a  speculator — can  you  say  they  shall  not?    Have-, 
yoy  the  power  to  tell  them  what  shall  be  the 
occupation,  what  the  character  of  the  men  whom 
they  are  to  employ  ?    You  may  ihink  their  selee* 
tion  unwise  or  imprudent,  but  they  will  answer 
you  that  they  know  their  own  interests,  and  are 
able  to  take  care  of  them.    That^  in  the  very  in- 
stances you  object  to^  though  the  individuals  may. 
be  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  being  specula- 
tors or  brokers,  and  you,  on  that  general  ground^ 
may  think  them  exoeptioqable.  yet  they,  the 
stpekholderS)  havf  the  means  ot  knowing  their 
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Mividiial'oiianicters,  ffom  tariovs  iOiiree»  tnae* 
cctsihie  to  you,,  and  feel  (he  fttJIesc  eoofidence  ia 
Ibair  iateUigence  ao4  fidelity  to  tbe  lo«titatton. 
1  do  D0t  DOW  tooeli  tlie  ^aeetion  of  eleetioaa;  it 
faeloagf  to  a  diffiereat  part  of  the  iiM|oiry. 

I  will  make  bat  ooe  obeervaiioa  more  upon 
tkii  beaach  of  the  sabject.  It  is  etaeaiial  to  the 
iatereais  of  the  sioekholderB,  aod  it  ia  no  moie 
thao  jvat  to  Uie  direclort  that  the  latter  t hoaid  be 
free  while  toef  are  performiaf  the  daitee  that 
arc  aaaigaed  to  tham;  that  they  should  be  free, 
nait  ooly  from  all  reatraints  except  those  to  which 
the  law  sabjeets  them,  bat  that  they  should  be 
free  from  the  appreheasioa  of  an  unlimited  and 
andefioed  aceouatability.  Many  thiags  are  tx- 
elosirely  confided  to  tbem,  aod  must  be  so  eoofi* 
ded.  Their  own  judgment,  fairly  applied,  their 
owe  diseretioo,  is  what  must  guide  them.  Who 
will  nadef  take  an  office  like  this,  if  he  is  to  act 
nader  the  terror  of  an  to? estigatioa  that  may  put 
the  worst  eonstrueiton  upon  well  meant  efbrts; 
that  may  e^en  expose  bis  best  aeta  to  ceasure, 
and  which,  governed  by  no  known  role  in  its 
Qouraeii  aod  limited  by  na  oMaeure  in  iu  result, 
iacalealated  to  conlbaod  all  distiactton  between 
*  the  ofiker  and  the  iodiTidoal,  between  error  and 
miaconduet^  and^  by  «  hasty  sentence,  to  ioflict 
the  keenest  pumshmeat  that  an  hoaorable  man 
can  endure  9  And  thiay  too^  upon  what  a  mem* 
bar  of  the  select  cemaiittee  has  termed,  and  pro- 
parly  termed,  an  eir  parie  ioqutry,  where  the 
Mcused  baa  not  an  opportunity  either  of  expla- 
nation or  defence,  and  where  the  first  notice  he 
receires  is  in  the  heaty  condemnation  goiag 
forth  a^iast  him,  under  the  repeated  authority 
of  a  committee  of  thb  honorable  House. 

Sir,  other  objections  will  readily  present  them* 
selfes  to  such  an  iaqoiry.  We  have  no  rule  or 
prioeiple  to  direct  us,  no  more  than  one  man 
would  have  in  judging  whetbee  another  man- 
aged his  estate  to  the  greatest  advaotsge.  If  the 
inquirjr  were  simply  whether  the  charter  had 
been  violated)  we  should  hare  a  comparatiTely 
eaey  duty.  There  might,  and  from  what  has 
occnried,  I  thinic  it  probable  there  would,  be  diP^ 
ference  of  opinion*  Still,  we  should  differ  only 
abooi  the  appliaattoB  of  mtahlished  rules,  and 
should  he  relftcTed  from  the  moat  unpleasaai  pact 
of  the  present  inquiry* 

Bat  1  know  well  that  every  public  body,  how- 
ever constituted,  listeae  with  reluctaaee  and  wttki 
some  disfleasace  to  any  arganMot  or  soggestien 
thai  tends  to  brin^p  in  question  its  own  power*  I 
do  not  mean^for  it  is  no  longer  nsaterial,  to  attea» 
ttoo  the  power  of  this  House  in  its  ImniMiale 
sMiieatioa  to  the  business  ia  hand.  It  ia  too  lato. 
fiMill  leu  de  I  mean  to  avoid  the  full  examinatton 
of  all  the  gronnda  ol  complaint  and  oensure  that 
aredispJ&yedia  the  report  of  the  committee.  But 
1  have  thought  it  right  to  submit,  with  candor 
and  freedom,  such  ofaservaiioas  as  occufrcd  to 
me,  upon  the  neneral  nature  of  the  authority  pos- 
sessed by  this  House,  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
exfiose  the  auscbiefs  that  might  result  fromtiana* 
eeodiag  it.  Bverv  member  will  allow  to  them 
weight,  aa  he  thiNs  they  deserve,  and  no  n^re* 


I  will  now  pro<»ed  to  consider  the  subjeet, 
under  the  two  aspects  in  which  it  is  presented  hf 
the  committee. 

I.  As  regards  the  geaeral  management  of  the 
institution. 

II.  As  regards  tbe  alleged  violations  of  ih/^ 
charter. 

1.  We  all  of  us  remember  distinctly  tbe  state 
of  thii^ga  that  exiated  when  the  law  passed  for 
incorporating  the  subscribers  to  tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  We  bad  a  currency,  or  rather,  to 
speak  more  accurately,  we  had  currencies,  local 
ia  their  circulation,  and  variously  depreciated  itt 
different  parts  of  the  Union;  in  some  quarters  of 
the  country  aa  much  as  twenty  per  cent.  We  had 
no  generai  currency — none  that  would  circulate 
freely  everywhere.  The  evil  eOects  were  already 
very  manifest,  aad  threatened  to  increase.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  obstructions  and  difficultiee 
that  were  tnrown  in  the  way  of  domestic  com* 
merce  and  exohao|^,  norof  the  continual  irrita* 
tion  that  was  occasioned  hy  the  chaagee  in  value 
that  took  place  at  every  step,  taken  by  what 


eaUed  money  in  its  progress,  either  with  travelleie 
or  traders,  through  difiereat  parts  cf  the  Union'*- 
to  say  nothing  of  tbe  effect  upon  the  credit  of  the 
country— -hut  pemiag  these  by  as  evils  that  warn 
familiarly  kaowa  aad  felt,  there  still  remainedl 
ooe  great  source  of  grievance  aad  puUie  mischief 
which  it  peculiarly  became  the  duty  of  the  Govs 
ernment  of  the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  re« 
movck  The  revenue  of  the  Qoverament  WM 
received  ia  the  peper  of  the  State  banks^— its  debta 
were  paid  in  the  same  paper.  What  was  the  con- 
sequence 1  .  Its  funds  were  not  tranferahle  from 
place  to  place,  aocording  to  its  wanu,  but  conflne4 
in  their  use  to  the  local  limits  which  bouaded 
the  circulation  of  the  paper  ia  which  they  hupm 
pened  to  be  paid.  There  was  nothing  like  uai-> 
formity  in  the  payments  made  to  tbe  Qovernafteal. 
A  merchant  in  Uostoo,  owing  precisely  the  same 
nominal  amount,  paid  twentypercent.  more  than 
a  merchant  in  Baltimore.  There  was  the  saaaa 
inequality  ia  the  disburaemeni  aa  in  tiie  reeeipft. 
of  the  revenue.  The  public  creditor,  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  receive  his  money  at  Boston, 
received  twenty  per  cent,  more  than  tbe  creditor 
who  was  obliged  to  receive  it  at  Baltimore  ar 
Washington.  Ia  addition  to  all  the  iaevitaUe 
evils  that  belong  to  such  a  state  of  tbioes,  (sufit 
cieat  sorely,  if  allowed  to  continue,  to  nave  ei^ 
daagtred  the  well-beiag^  the  Union,)  there  was 
onCi  perhapsi  also  inseparably  incident,  that  be* 
^aa  to  manifeat  itself..  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  pt^wer 
It  gave  to  those  who  were  intrusted  with  the  eol- 
leotion  and  dishuraement  of  the  public  moneys 
They  had  the  opportunity  of  benefiting  them- 
selves,  and  of  favoring  their  friends,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Treasury  aod  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  creditor.  The  very  possibility  of  such  aa 
abuse  was  a.  sufficient  ground  of  suspioion.  At 
the  period  we  are  speaking  of,  an  officer  of  the 
Government  found  it  necessary  to  ask  of  thia 
House  an  investigation  of  his  conduct,  in  ocdei 
that  he  might  vindicate  himself  from  certain  inc 
I  jurious  rumerc  oirqutated  against  himi  upon  no 
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better  foundation  than  that  I  have  mentioned. 
The  inTestigation  took  place;  the  result  was  sat- 
isfactory; and  I  refer  to  it  only  to  bring  into  view 
one  of  the  many  kinds  of  mischief  that  grew  out 
of  the  disordered  condition  of  the  currency. 
Whether  the  State  instituiions  would  of  them- 
selves have  corrected  the  evil  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  inquire.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  no  direct  controlling  power 
ever  them ;  and  if  they  had  so  far  sacrificed  their 
own  interests,  in  deference  to  the  public  good,  as 
to  restrict  their  business,  and,  ot  oourse,  their 
profits,  it  must  have  been  from  a  voluntary  sub- 
mission to  motives  of  a  higher  character  than 
ordinarily  govern  the  conduct  of  individuals  or 
bodies.  But  this  I  will  say,  that,  if  they  were  to 
be  brought  back  bv  anything  deserving  the  name 
of  coercion,  it  could  not  have  been  by  a  gentler 
coercion  than  that  which  has  been  employed  b^ 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  when  this 
subject  was  before  Congress,  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing the  act  of  incorporation,  it  was  thought  by 
manv  that  the  destruction  of  the  State  institutions 
would  rapidly  follow  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank.  I  confess  myself  to  have  been  one 
of  those  who  were  influenced  by  this  apprehen- 
sion. I  thought  the  new  Institution  would  press 
heavily  upon  the  old,  and  through  them  would 
press  severely  upon  the  community.  I  did  not 
then  see  how  the  great  public  views  were  to  be 
realized,  without  departing  from  that  course  of 
lenity  towards  the  State  banks  which  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community  seemed,  most  imperiously 
to  require. 

The  objects  to  be  attained  were  thue  immense: 
the  interests  to  be  conciliated  were  of  the  highest 
importance,  and  at  the  same  time  apparently 
irreconcilable.  The  task  was  a  fearful  one,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  executed,  when 
it  comes  to  be  fairly  developed,  will  seem  little 
short  of  marvellous.  If  proof  were  necessary  of 
what  was  generally  thought  at  the  time,  of  the 
burden  the  bank  had  assumed,  and  of  its  capacity 
to  bear  that  burden,  we  might  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  subscription  at  the  opening  of  the  books. 
Great  doubts  were  entertained  whether  it  would 
be  filled;  in  fact  it  was  not  filled  during  the 
twenty  days  prescribed  by  the  law.  There  re* 
mained  unsubscribed  above  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, nearly  the  whole  of  which  was  taken  by  one 
individual  at  Philadelphia. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  what  the  bank  has 
done;  considering,  first  in  order,  the  NaUonal 
objectt  it  was  designed  to  accomjiiish. 

Among  these— the  most  interesting,  and  in  every 
polnt  of  view  the  most  important — that  which 
chiefly  induced  the  passage  of  the  law,  was  the, 
introduction  of  an  umform  currency,  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  answer  the  purposes  ot  circulation, 
so  far,  at  least,  as  to  enable  the  Govern  men  t  to 
eollect  and  disburse  ite  revenue.  I  mean  a  cur- 
rency as  nearly  uniform  as  the  nature  of  things 
did  admit.  It  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  within 
the  power  of  any  government,  or  of  any  bank,  to 
make  a  dollar  at  New  Orleans  worth  as  much  to 
a  merchant  in  Boeton,  as  a  dollar  in  Beaton ;  un- 


less, indeed,  he  has  employment  for  his  dell«  ftt 
New  Orleans,  in  which  case  it  may  be  worth 
more  or  less  to  him,  according  to  circumstances. 
We  might  as  well  pretend  to  make  a  bag  of  cot- 
ton worth  as  much  upon  the  plantation  where  ic 
is  produced,  as  in  the  warehouse  at  New  York, 
or  in  the  manufactory  at  Philadelphia.  But  this 
part  of  the  subject  has  already  been  fully  and  ably 
handled  by  the  eentleman  from  Soiuh  Carolina, 
(Mr.LowNOESj  who  has  shown  conclusively  that 
the  currency  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  approaches  nearer  to  uniformity  through- 
out  the  wnole  extent  of  this  great  country,  than 
has  been  attained  by  nations  possessing  at  least 
equal  advantages,  and  operating  within  much 
narrower  limits. 

Neither  was  it  understood  or  expected  that  the 
bank  would  be  able  to  place,  and  to  keep  in  cir- 
culation, everywhere,  as  much  as  in  each  par- 
ticular quarter  of  the  Union  might  be  wished 
or  wanted.  This  is  impracticable  in  regard  to 
States  and  districts  of  country,  as  it  is  with  re- 
spect to  individuals.  A  parent  may  give  to  m 
child  a  fortune  adequate  to  nis  support,  and  suited 
to  his  circumstances,  but  he  cannot  prevent  him 
from  wasting  or  parting  with  it.  unless  he  im- 
poses restrictions  upon  ite  use.  The  very  phrase, 
a  uniform  currency,  implies  a  currency  that  will 
pass  everywhere— that  will  flow  everywhere— 
without  any  obstruction  but  \vhat  arises  from  the 
expense  of  conveyance;  of  equal  value  every- 
where, and,  for  that  very  reckon,  in  unequal 
quantities.  It  is  the  precise  distinction  between 
the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  paper  of  the  State  banks;  which,  having  no 
currency  beyond  certain  local  limits,  remains 
within  them  in  greater  abundance  than  is  neces- 
sary. It  is  the  same  distinction  which  exists 
between  either  kind  of  paper,  when  not  redeem- 
able, and  gold  and  silver.  We  may  illustrate  it 
more  clearly  by  an  instance:  A  merchant  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  makes  a  sale  in  Ohio,  in  order  that 
he  may  be  able  to  boy  in  Baltimore,  or  he  sells 
in  Baltimore  that  he  may  buy  in  New  York. 
He  wishes,  in  either  case,  to  receive  what  will 
pay  for  his  purchase  in  Baltimore  or  New  York, 
and  he  carries  from  the  place  of  sale  to  the  pUtce 
of  purchase  the  amount  that  he  has  received.  It 
has  happened  to  most  of  us  to  have  some  expe- 
rience of  the  nature  of  this  distinction.  For- 
merly, there  was  great  complaint  by  travellers  in 
some  parts  of  New  England,  that  the  money,  or 
rather  the  paper,  they  received  in  one  town 
would  not  pass  in  another.  There,  I  believe,  the 
grievance  has  ceased.  But  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  we  experience  it  every  day,  being  obliged 
continually  to  inquire  whether  the  paper  put  into 
our  hands  in  one  place  will  be  taken  in  payment 
in  another,  and  feeling  instantly  the  inconveni- 
ence, if,  by  mistake,  we  carry  it  beyond  the  lim- 
ited bounds  of  its  circulation. 

Where  the  currency  has  the  quality  I  haive 
mentioned,  that  is,  of  uniform  value,  or  nearly 
uniform,  the  quantity  that  will  remain  at  any 
given  place  depends  upon  the  course  of  trade ; 
the  quality  depends  upon  ita  solidity ;  it  is  only 
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to  be  obtained  bf  buyiof  or  borrowing.  Tbe 
memorial  to  the  Ohio  Legtslatart,  or  (be  report 
of  a  oommittee  of  tbat  EodT.  (I  do  not  know 
wbieb,  for  I  was  not  in  the  House  when  it  was 
quoted  by  the  gentiemao  from  South  Carolina,) 
com  plains,  in  substaoce,  that  such  a  currency  was 
furnished  to  them.  That  is  the  amount  of  the 
complaint,  for  they  say  they  were  .tempted  to 
employ  it  in  purchasing  from  the  cities  to  the 
eastward  beyond  what  they  ought  to  hare  pur- 
chased. A  Fery  singular  complaint,  indeed, 
which  chaij^es  upon  others  the  consequences  of 
their  own  imprudence.  The  complaint  should 
be,  that  they  did  not  keep  what  was  given  to 
them,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  it,  and  use  it,  as 
they  might  hare  done,  in  the  payment  of  their 
dues  to  the  QovernmenL  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  that  they  hare  approached,  if  they  have 
not  reached,  the  true  cause  of  their  present  em- 
barrassments. This  currency  would  not  have 
wandered  away,  and  left  them  destitute  of  the 
means  of  paying  their  debts,  if  their  local  circu- 
lation had  not  been  overcharged  with  State  bank 
paper,  depreciated  from  Its  abundance— ^too  easily 
obtained-^supplyiBg  the  purposes  of  local  ex- 
change, and  railing,  when  it  was  wanted,  for  the 
more  extensive  exchange^  to  which  the  United 
States  fiank  paper,  from  its  uniform  value,  was 
exactly  adapted.  The  paper  and  credits  afforded 
by  th«  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  thus  ban- 
ished by  the  local  paper ;  they  were  sent  off  to 
perform  the  disiant  service  of  buying  in  the 
cities  at  the  eastward,  and  the  people  of  Ohio 
kept  nothing  to  pay  their  debts  but  the  paper  of 
the  State  banks.  This  was  their  own  fault,  im- 
putable to  themselves  alone.  Time,  ^onomy, 
and  the  industry  of  the  State,  employed  in  pro- 
ducing what  will  buy  money,  or,  in  other  words, 
what  mav  be  exchanged  with  those  parts  of  the 
Union  where  the  money  has  gone,  will  bring  all 
right. 

One  of  the  charges  made  by  the  committee 
uaiost  the  management  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  f  and  which  this  is  the  most  fit 
place  to  notice,)  is  on  account  of  the  supposed 
escessiveness  of  its  loans  in  those  States  and  cities 
against  which  there  was  a  balance  of  trade— those 
which,  to  simplify  the  idea,  were  debtors,  mirlic- 
ularlyin  Kentucky,  Ohio,  in  Baltimore,  ana  Phil- 
adelphia.   The  argument  they  employ  to  sustain 
this  charge,  namely,  that  injustice  was  done  to 
the  States  and  cities  which  had  the  balance  in 
their  favor,  or  were  creditors,  has  already  been 
amply  and  conclusively  refuted.    It  has  been 
showily  indeed  it  appears  from  the  statement  of 
the  report  itself,  tbat  these  loans  w^re  in  the 
highest  degree  beneficial  to  tbe  creditor  States 
and  oities»  the  money  obtained  by  the  borrowers 
going  directly  thither,  and  enabliog  them  to  ob- 
tain specie  from  the  branches,  to  be  employed  in 
the  manner  most  advantageous  to  themselves, 
either  by  their  banks  or  by  individuals.    "  The 
effect  of  these  draughts  upon  the  Northerii  offices, 
was,  to  compel  the  constant  remittance  of  specie 
there,"  dbc.    (Report,  p,  4.)    How,  the0|  it  can 
be  said  "that  those  places  were  made  tribotpiry 


to  Baltimore,"  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand. 

But,  considering  the  diffusion  of  an  uniform 
currency  throughout  the  United  States,  injiuffi- 
cient  quantities  for  public  purposes,  to  hare  been 
an  important  public  object,  it  will  be  easy  to 
show  tbat  the  imputed  error  is  far  from  beinj^ 
censurable.  To  put  in  circulation  such  an  ant- 
form  currency  as  has  been  described,  in  the  man- 
ner most  advantageous  to  the  Union,  it  was  ne- 
cessary, whep  the  bank  was  organized,  to  give  a 
preference  to  those  States  against  whom  there 
existed  an  unfavorable  balance.  It  would  flow 
from  them  in  pavment  of  their  debts,  (retaining, 
if  they  were  prudent,  what  was  reqnir^  for  local 
purposes,)  where  it  ouffht  to  go — that  is,  into  the 
creditor  States— and  thus  the  creditor  Stales  be 
supplied.  But  what  was  thrown  bv  tbe  bank 
into  the  creditor  Sutes  would  never  and  its  way 
to  the  debtor  States,  unless  it  were  in  the  shape 
of  loans  by  thenij  which  was  not  to  be  expected, 
if  an  individual,  havin|p  a  sum  of  money  to  lead, 
was  disposed  to  lend  it  to  one  of  two  persons, 
each  of  whom  he  was  equally  inclined  to  serve, 
and  in  both  of  whom  he  had  confidence  as  to 
their  ultimate  ability  to  repay,  if  in  that  case  he 
could  lend  it  only  to  one,  and  it  so  happened  that 
one  of  them  was  indebted  to  tbe  other,  would  he 
be  most  likely  to  benefit  both  by  lending  it  to  the 
debtor,  or  by  lendiaff  it  to  the  creditor  ?  The 
answer  is  obvious:  if  lent  to  the  debtor,  he  wouM 
be  enabled  to  apply  it  towards  payment  of  his 
debt|  retaining  what  might  be  necessary  for  more 
urgent  wants,  the  creditor  would  receive  his 
money,  and  both  would  derive  some  advantage; 
if  lent  to  the  creditor,  none  of  it  would  find  its 
wav.  to  the  debtor.  A  different  course  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  more  for  the  interest  of  the 
institution,  aa  it  is  always  better  to  lend  to  the 
rich  than  to  the  poor— I  mean  better  for  the 
lender.  But,  if  the  object  was  to  distribute  an 
uniform  currency  throughout  the  United  States, 
there  was  no  error.  That  such  a  currency  has 
been  introduced,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  the  Qoveroment,  cannot  be 
controverted.  It  is  undeniably  proved  by  the 
fact,  that  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Trea^ 
sury  are  ever  made  in  a  currency  of  uniform 
value*  Neither  can  it  be  controverted  that  such 
a  currency  has  been  introduced  into  every  quar- 
ter of  the  Union  in  sofilcient  quantity*  If  it  has 
not  remained  in  the  places  where  it  was  infro» 
duced,  that  cannot  be  chargeable  to  the  bank,  for 
the  bank  had  no  power  to  prevent  its  migration 
or  transfer.  So  far^  therefore,  as  respects  thu 
great  object-«an  uniform  currencv— the  duty  of 
the  bank  towards  the  public  has  been  faithfully 
aod  fully  performed. 

Nearly  connected  with  this  subject,  was  the 
effort  to  make  the  branch  notes  payable  every- 
where, without  regard  to  the  place  of  pavment 
indicMed  upon  the  face  of  them.  It  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  a  great  public  convenience, 
but  it  was  more  than  the  public  had  stipulated 
for,  and  more  than  the  public  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect.   I  think  it  easily  demonstrable  that  the 
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syftem  coald  not  be  acted  apoa  witheat  gpeat 
iDCOoreaieDce  and  loss,  aad  serious  danger  to  tlie 
institation^  It  must  be  remembered,  bowevier, 
tbai  tbe  practice  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  wbose  notes  were  oaly  payable  or  receiv* 
able  at  the  place  where  they  were  made  payable 
on  their  face,  had  been  strongly  (though  I  atfree 
unreasonably)  reprobated.  It  roust  be  remember* 
ed,  too,  that  many  well»informed  men  beliered  in 
the  praotieabiltty  of  the  plan  first  adopted  by  the 
present  bank;  and  probably  nothing  out  experi- 
ence (the  most  authoritative  of  all  teachers) 
wookl  have  convinced  them  of  their  error.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  the  experiment  was  per- 
haps necessarv  to  be  made,  in  order  that  the 
publie  might  be  fully  satisfied.  It  was  certainly 
well  meant  and  innocent.  "The  wants  of  the 
'  country  and  the  interest  of  the  bank  (says  the 
'  president  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  October,  1S17, 

*  documents,  page  28)  require  an  exteadve  circu- 

*  latioa  of  its  paper;  and  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
'pacent  board  to  encourage  the  indiscriminate 
'  use  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  reserving  for  impe« 
'  rious  eircumetances  and  inevitable  occasions 
'  the  exercvte  of  the  legal  right  which  it  possesses 
'  of  declining  to  receive  or  pay,  except  at  the  re* 
'  apective  places  where  payment  is  promised  on 
'  the  face  of  the  notes.'^  The  experiment  has 
been  made;  experience  has  condemned  the  at- 
tempt. *^  Imperious  circumstances"  have  com- 
plied the  bank  to  exercise  the  right  it  possesses ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  report  ot  the  com- 
mittee approves  the  change,  and  admits  that  it 
was  made  in  the  manner  least  exceptionable  and 
inoonveaient.  There  must  be  an  end  now  to  the 
complaint  which  has  been  made  about  this  act  of 
the  bank. 

I  will  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  another  branch  of  the  public  maoageaMOt  of 
the  bank — that  which  regards  its  duties  towards 
the  Government.  Of  the  manner  in  which  these 
duties  have  been  fulfilled,  no  one  can  be  better 
qualified  to  judge  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  no  one  would  more  promptly  feel  the 
inconvenience  of  the  smallest  failure,  as  they  are 
all  intimately  connected  wUh  the  fiscal  arrange* 
ments  confided  to  his  care.  Hip  testimonjr  there- 
fore ought  to  be  of  the  greatest  weigbt  with  the 
Committee,  if  indeed  it  be  not  quite  conclusive. 
For  distrust  and  suspicion  must  have  acquired  a 
most  unreasonable  and  excessive  inftueace  in  our 
deliberatiotts,  if  they  can  incHoe  us  for  a  moment 
to  question  or  doubt  the  staten»enes  of  that  bigh- 
and  distinguished  officer.  In  a  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary, during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  (the^ 
words  of  which  I  cannot  quote,  but  to  wbtch. 
every  member  may  refer  on  the  files  of  the  House,) 
he  expresses,  according  to  my  recollection,  a  gen- 
eral approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank— ^s 
having  exceeded  hie  expectations.  In  his  letter 
of  the  4th  December,  1818,  tbe  select  committee 
of  this  House,  (documents,  page  05,)  he  states  in 
detail  how  the  specific  duties  of  the  bank  towards 
the  Qovernment  have  been  performed.  I  appeal 
to  that  letter  to  show  that  they  have  always 
been  faithfully  performed. 


But  the  maaner  in  whtah  the  bank  has  per* 
formed  its  duties  towards  the  Oovernment,  the  ser^ 
vices  it  has  rendered  to  the  Qovernment  and 
nation,  cannot  be  more  plainly  evinced  than  by  a 
statement  extracted  fiom  tbe  documents  furnisbe4 
by  the  select  committee.  The  bank  commenced 
its  operations  about  the  1st  January,  1817,  excepc* 
ing  a  loan  to  the  Qovernment,  of  8500,000,  made 
in  December,  1816.  The  public  deposites,  on  the 
3tst  January,  1817,  amounted  to  4^1,147.772  97; 
in  the  following  March  they  bad  risen  to  $1 1,616^- 
017  02;  tbe  30th  April  they  were  91 1,345,796  75; 
and  on  tbe  29th  Joly,  $24,746,641  26.  This,  sir, 
was  when  the  bank  had  been  in  operation  but  six 
months.  That  this  immense  amount  of  924^746,* 
641  26,  was  the  saving  of  the  revenue  received 
during  that  time,  no  one  will  pretend.  It  was 
the  accumulation  of  revenue  previously  collected, 
distributed  throoffhout  the  United  Suites,  in  cred- 
its of  State  banks,  variously  depreciated,  and  of 
which  the  Qovernment  could  not  be  said  to  have 
the  command  because  they  were  local,  and  of 
course  applicable  only  where  they  happened  to 
bci  and  where  the  publie  service  did  not  re* 
quire  their  expenditure.  By  this  single  operation, 
twentv-four  millions  were  thus  converted  by  the 
bank  irom  depreciated,  local  currency,  into  speciOi 
or,  what  was  equivalent  to  specie,  of  universal 
circulation,  and  which  the  Grovernment,  through 
the  agency  of  the  bank,  might  apply,  without  ex- 
pense, whenever,  and  wherever,  its  wants  or  its 
service  required. 

Another  convention.  look-  place  immediately 
after,  highly  advantageous  to  the  Gkivernmeat, 
and,  1  must  be  allowed  to  add,  extremely  uolh'' 
vorable  to  tbe  bank.  With  $13,398,438  02,  part 
of  the  $24,746,641,  26,  which  had  thus  been  ap- 
preciated, and  rendeted  available  to  the  Qoveni- 
meat,  by  the  assumption  of.  the  bank,  tbe  Qov- 
ernment; on  the  31st  July,  1817,  redeemed,  at  par, 
$13,398,438  02  of  the  public  debt,  belonging  to 
the  bank,  which  bad  been  paid  in  by  tbe  fiubseri- 
bers.  Tbe  report  speaks,  lo  tarms  of  censure,  of 
what  it  styles  tbe  ^*  unfounded  aad  unnecessary' 
complaint,  by  tbe  officers  of  tbe  bank,  against  thta 
very  prudent  measure }"  meaaiag  the  redemption 
of  the  debt.  Thai  It  was  the  right  of  the  Qov- 
ernment to  redeem,  I  do  not  deny.  That  the  of- 
ficer at  the  head  of  the  Treasufi]^,  whosefirst  duty 
is  to  the  Gkivetnment,  was  justified  in  the  mea- 
sure by  a  proper  regard  to  tbe  interests  of  the 
Qovemifteot,  i  shall  not  at  all  question.  I  will* 
admit,  too,  that,  as  the  Qovernment  clearly  had 
the  rigbt,  and  chose  to  exercise  it,  complaint  by 
the  officers  of  the  bank  was  altogether  useless. 
But,  that  the  operation  was  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  bank^  and  might  reasonably  cause 
some  dissatisfoction  in  those  to  whom  the  inter* 
ests  of  the  bank  was  confided,  I  deem  most  per- 
feoily  evident,  and  altogether  consistent  with  the 
zeal  for  the  teal  weUare  of  the  institution,  in 
which  some  other  parts  of  tbe  report  seem  to  sop- 
pose  them  to  have  been  wanting^ .  By  the  origi- 
nal plan,  a  large  proportion  of  tbe  capital  waa  to 
consist  of  public  debt,  bearing  an  intereet,  with 
liberty  to  sell  in  small  succOBsive  portions.    The 
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nalttt  of  soeb  a  pounuon,  ta  a  ae.w  intiitatioQy 
-which  the  leport  svpposes  ouffhl  ta  have  ^  pro- 
cteded  gradually,  growing  with  the  growth,  and 
streagtheDiog  with  the  streogth  of  the  natioOf" 
(page  7)  it  requires  do  great  fioancial  skill  to  es- 
timate. It  w«5  a  sore  resource  for  ohtainiog  the 
means  of  extending  their  husioessy  when  that 
should  beeoihe  expedient,  and  in  the  mean  time 
waa  productive.  It  was  redeemed  at  par»  when 
the  market  price  wae  considerably  higher.  But, 
passing  by  tbis  loss  on  the  redemption,  the  mere 
circumstance  of  withdrawing  at  onee  thirteen 
millions  of  stock,  and  throwing  suddenly  upon 
the  bank  thirteen  millions  of  money,  for  which 
they  were  to  find  immediate  employment,  must 
have  materially,  and  most  injarlously,  interfered 
with  their  arrangements.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  led  direbtly  to  some  of  those  measures 
(the  extension  of  loans  oa  stocki  for  instance) 
which  the  report  most  sirx)ogl!y  disapproves.  But, 
be  that  as  it  may,  none  can  question  the  advaa- 
taoe  of  it  to  the  Qovernmeiu. 

I^y  the  redemption  of  th^  public  debt,  and  pay- 
ments of  the  Governmaot,  the  public  deposites 
in  October,  1817,  were  redoced  to  $7,743,899  74. 
In  October  last  (1818)  tha  QavernmJent  redeemed 
a  moiety  of  tbe  Louisiana  debt,  exceeding  five 
millions  of  dollars,  and  this,  too,  was  dona  through 
the  agency  of  the  bank. 

Looking  back  to  the  period  when  tbe  bank  waa 
established,  considering  the  state  of  things  at  the 
moment  when  it  came  into  existence,  considering 
how  short  a  time  it  had  been  in  operation,  and 
the  dif&culties  it  had  to  suraioua.t,  the  effect  is 
wonderful,  and,  to  all  unprejudiced  minds,  would 
seem  to  indicate  a  steady  and  faithful  attention 
to  ail  its  public  duties.  Sir,  that  institution  has 
been  a  servant,  I  had  almost  said  a  slave,  to  tbe 
public ;  a  faithful  servant,  always  forward,  even 
a(  some  expense  to  itself  and  zealous  to  promote 
the  public  interests,  in  all  their  variouaaad  com- 
plicated relations.  This  is  the  spirit  in  which  its 
afiairs  have  been  administeri^d.  It  still  continues 
to  perform  all  its  public  duties,  without  affording 
just  cause,  in  this  respect,  either  of  complaint  or 
oi*  reproach.  I  might  add  to  this  list  of  benefits^ 
received  by  the  Qovernmei^t  and  nation,  the  de- 
cided imprcvemeiu  that  rapidly  followed  in  the 
public  credit  of  the  couatcy,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  If  gentlemen  doubt,  let  them  consult  the 
price  current  of  stock  here  and  in  Soglaad. 

The  only  allegation,  indeed,  of  anything  even 
appifoacbiDg  to  a  default  in  the  puhUc  duty  of  the 
bank,  ia  that  cootaiaed  in  page  tea  of  the  report, 
where  it  is  stated  '*tbat  the  amount  dona  under 
that  resolution  (to  discount  notes  for  those  whp 
had  revenue  bonds  to  pay)  was  smaU,"  diC*  This 
ia  oeriainly  a  misuke,as  has  been  already  shown 
from  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  tha  Treasury, 
from  the  evidence  of  Major  Butler,  and  from  the 
fact  that  there  has  beea  no  complaiikt.  Such 
has  been  tbe  inclination  to  censure,  that  yoa 
may  rely  upon  it  no  well  founded  cause  for  it 
would  have  been  suffered  to  escape.  It  is  a  mis- 
take that  arose  from  the  circumataace)  acknowl- 
edged by  a  member  of  tha  committee,  (Adr.  Mo- 


Laju,)  that  the  iaqairy  waa  «r  |Hir(««  If  thef 
had  asked  for  information,  they  would  hava 
learned,  that  at  every  diseoaat  day  the  direaiara 
had  before  ihem  a  list  ef  the  boada  that  were 
coming  due,  and  that  they  uniformly  gave  a  pref* 
fereaee  to  those  who  were  to  pay  them,  as  far  aa 
they  could  do  so  coosisteatly  with  the  iatereeta 
of  the  bank,  of  which  I  beg  leave  still  to  say  thay 
were  the  eadusiva  judges^ 

The  next  object  of  inquiry  is,  how  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank  has  been  conducted  ia  re- 
gard to  the  intereats  of  the  atoakholders.  Thia  ia 
altogether  independent  of  the  quaatioa  of  viola- 
tion of  charter,  which  shall  be  coasidered  sepa* 
rately  hereafter. 

In  the  progreas  of  ao  institution  like  the  bank, 
founded  and  established  with  a  view  to  cevtaia 
great  public  objects,  perplexiag  questions  might, 
and  would,  occasionally  preaent  themaelies.-^ 
Tbe  interests  of  the  public  might,  in  some  in- 
stances, be  at  variance  with  thoae  of  tha  atoeii* 
holders.  Which  were  to  yield  ?  If,  upoa  every 
such  oceasioo,  the  directors  had  allowed  a  para< 
mount  iofluenee  to  the  interests  of  the  stockkold- 
ers,  and  had  sacrificed  the  publta  objects  to  the 

grafits  of  the  iasiitutiaii,  the  public  would  thaa 
ave  had  some  right  to  complain.  Bui,  if  evety 
public  duty  baa  beea  faithfally  aad  fully  |Mr- 
foiy|i|ed,  even  beyond  any  reasonable  expaccatton 
that  could  have  been  eatertataed,  it  is  eeriaialy  a 
very  singular  inquiry  to  be  made  by  Cangreas, 
whether  the  utnkost  has  beea  dooa  Hat  the  imeraat 
and  profit  of  the  stockholders.  That  is  aa  iava^ 
tifation  thad  belongs  to  the  stockholdasa  tham^ 
selves,  which  they  are  eompetaat  to  eoBdaoi^ 
with  the  meana  ia  their  hands  of  coffsectiag  as* 
rors,  and  removing  grievances,  by  ehaagiDg  their 
officers.  And  what  is  to  be  tha  coaeequeaee  if 
Congress  shotUd  be  of  opinion  that  the  institatioQ 
has  not  beea  well  managed  for  the  intarasta  of 
the  stockholders  ?  To  alter  tha  charter— to  uka 
away  the  charter — or  subject  it  to  tha  wasttaff 
and  destructive  process  of  a  peotcaated  jndieiu 
examinatioa  by  seira  facias?  Have  the  sleek* 
holders  made  any  complainl?  Have  they  aaioad 
from  us  any  relief?  Not  at  all  >  oa  tha  oonirasy 
they  implore  ua  to  abstaia.  You  have  upoa 
your  table  a  Dnemofial  to  thateffnet  from  Boston, 
a  meflMwial  fiaaa  Naw  Tork,aad  aa  exeeedingiir 
well-reasoned  memorial  ftasn  Richmond,  which 
deserves  tha  attentive  ]»erusaJi  of  evety  memfate 
of  tha  Houses  If  their  iateresis  have  beaa  inja* 
rioasly  affected,  they  have,  oa  that  aocooot,  a 
stronger  claim  upoa  ua.  After  we  had. gained' 
so  many  objeots  of  giaat  naAiaaal  importanae  afe 
their  expease^  would  it  not. be  iiki^uilous,  yeaair^ 
a  natioaal  iaiquity,.  now  to  dapiiva  them,  by  a 
wanton  exereiaa  of  unjust  power,  of  all  the  hi^aa 
of  aa  equivalent,  founded  upoa  the  public  faith,, 
pledged  to  iadnoe  tkfiOk  to  embark  their  property 
in  this  concern?  Can  yoa  reaioie  tbeotto  tha. 
sute  in  which  you  foaad  them?  Will  you  re« 
tura  that  part  of  the  baoas.  which  has  by  thia 
time  become  due,  and  I  preanma  baea  paid  ?*^ 
Will  you  restore  to  them  their  stock  aad  aoia? 
Will  yon,  fiaally,  indemnify  tha  anbacrihen,   -"^ 
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the  purchasers,  who  have  bought  upon  the  assu- 
raace  of  the  charter,  for  the  losses  they  will  sus- 
tain ?  A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  a  member  of 
the  committee,  (Mr.  Ttler.)  seems  to  hare  in- 
tended to  anticipate  some  or  those  inquiries,  by 
saying  that  the  bank,  after  paying  all  its  debts, 
could  now  return  to  every  stockholder  *' dollar 
for  dollar."  A  most  honorable  concession,  un- 
doubtedly, as  it  respects  the  management  of  the 
bank,  and  one  that  goes  far  to  answer  erety  com- 

glaint  against  it.  For,  if  the  public  service  has 
een  punctually  performed,  and  the  bank  (after 
dividing  eighteen  per  cent,  in  two  years  and  a 
half)  could  now  wind  up  its  concerns,  and  pay 
every  stockholder  **  dollar  for  dollar,"  no  man 
who  has  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  the 
matter  can  deny,  that  it  must  have  been  well 
managed.  But  now  loog  would  it  require  to 
gather  the  funds  that  have  been  scattered  over 
the  United.  States,  so  as  to  be  able  to  restore 
them  to  the  stockholders?  Seven  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  charter  of  the  late  bank  ex- 
pired; its  concerns  were  much  less  extensive  in 
amount,  as  well  as  in  the  space  through  which 
they  were  spread;  it  expired,  too,  under  circum- 
stances highly  propitious  for  drawing  in  its  re- 
sources; and  the  management  of  its  affairs  has 
been  uncommonly  able  and  faithful.  I  believe 
they  are  not  yet  closed.  How  long,  then,  I  |e- 
peat,  would  it  be,  before  this  "dollar  for  dollar" 
would  be  restored  to  the  stockholders?  It  is 
matter  of  conjecture— but  still,  with  so  much  of 
certainty  belonging  to  it,  that  no  prudent  man 
would  give  a  stockholder  anything  like  "dollar 
for  dollar"  for  his  share  of  the  proceeds.  Sir,  I 
cannot  reflect  upon  the  mighty  wreck,  without 
astonishment  at  the  coolness  with  which  even 
the  possibility  of  it  seems  to  be  contemplated. 
The  organization  destroyed,  the  fragments  scat- 
tered over  the  whole  United  States,  no  longer 
obedient  to  any  power  but  the  power  of  time  and 
chance,  which,  like  the  winds  and  the  waves, 
may  drive  them  to  the  shore,  or  may  drive  them 
where  ihey  can  never  be  reached  or  collected. 

The  first  topic  of  complaint  is  the  too  great 
liberality  towards  the  State  banks.  As  a  charge 
of  error,  it  may  not  be  wholly  without  founda- 
tion. But  it. answers,  fully  and  authoritatively, 
and  I  hope  that  the  sequel  will  show,  satisfacto- 
rily, one  of  the  heaviest  charges  that  has  com- 
monly been  made  throughout  toe  country  against 
the  bank— -the  charge,  I  mean,  of  having  acted 
with  oppressive  rigor  towards  the  State  institu- 
tions. I  am  glad  the  committee  have  cleared 
away  this  ground  of  accusation.  At  most,  how- 
ever, it  proves  only  a  mistake;  a  mistake  on  the 
right  side,  and  a  mistake  that  was  almost  inevi- 
table. To  bring  about  the  payment  of  specie, 
within  any  reaspnable  period,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  avoid  a  severe  pressure  upon  the  State 
banks,  and  through  them  upon  the  community, 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  treat  those 
banks  with  the  most  indulgent  liberality,  where 
ever  they  manifested  a  sineere  intention  to  re- 
turn to  the  payment  of  specie.  This  was  the 
i»d«cement  to  the  compact  of  the  3l8t  January, 


1817.  Without  such  indulgence,  the  paper  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  that  of  the  State 
banks,  could  not  have  circulated  together.  A 
good  and  a  bad  currency,  or,  if  you  please,  a 
good  and  a  better  currency,  can  never  associate 
in  circulation.  They  must  associate  upon  terms 
of  equality,  or  approaching  to  equality,  or  they 
cannot  associate  at  all.  The  Continental  money 
banished  ffold  and  silver.  When  assiffoats  were 
used  in  France,  specie  disappeared.  When,  by 
excessive  issues,  or  from  whatever  other  cause, 
the  State  bank  paper  was  dej)reciated,  coin  was 
no  longer  used.  Where  it  is  now,  from  the 
same  cause  depreciated,  (as  in  some  parts  of  the 
Western  country,)  gold  and  silver,  or  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the'  United  States,  equivalent  to 
gold  and  silver,  are  not  to  be  found.  They  will 
not  be  found  tnere  until  either  the  better  cur- 
rency shall  obtain  the  entire  asceodencvj  by  ban- 
ishing the  State  bank  paper  from  circulation,  or. 
by  a  removal  of  the  causes  that  have  occasioned 
depreciation,  the  latter  shall  be  restored  to  an 
equality  in  value  with  the  former,  which  is  on 
every  account  most  to  be  desired. 

The  next  subject  of  complaint  and  censure  is 
the  resolution  of  the  28th  November,  1816,  for 
paying  the  dividends  of  foreign  stockholders  in 
London,  at  the  par  of  exchange.  I  shall  assume, 
for  the  purpose  of  treating  this  subject^  a  single 
maxim  of  justice,  which  every  man  will  assent 
to  as  the  only  fair  and  reasonable  rule  of  human 
judgment.  It  is,  that,  where  an  act  is  right  in 
Itself,  the  motives  or  reasons  are  not  to  be  inquired 
into  as  a  ground  of  crimination.  They  may  strip 
the  act  of  its  claim  to  merit,  but  they  can  never 
expose  it  to  criminal  imputation.  Charity,  in- 
deed, common  charity,  between  man  and  man, 
that  which  the  infirmity  of  our  nature  demands 
to  be  continually  exercised  towards  each  other, 
adopts  and  applies  a  much  more  comprehensive 
and  benevolent  rule-— that,  even  where  the  act  is 
wrong,  yet  it  may  be  exempt  from  censure,  if 
the  motives  were  just  and  good.  Sir,  without 
deciding  whether  that  resolution  was  right  or 
wrong  in  itself,  and  admitting  that  it  was  one  of 
those  ^  general  and  abstract  subjects  to  which 
the  resolution  of  the  House  did  not  direct  their 
attention,"  the  report  condemns  it  as  a  measure 
adopted  with  a  view  to  speculation,  that  is,  upon 
what  they  suppose  to  be  bad  motives.  It  is  true, 
they. take,  also,  another  ground,  which  I  will  ex- 
amine presently,  namely,  the  poaeible  loss  to  the 
American  stocknolders  and  Qovernment.  But 
they  do  not  denjTf  and  I  think  thev  most  clearly 
admit,  that  the  directors  had  a  right  to  make  the 
arrangement. 

If  it  had  been  the  policy  of  Congress  to  prevent 
foreigners  from  becoming  stocknolders  in  the 
bank,  they  would  have  expressed  it  by  a  prohibi- 
tion in  the  charter.  The  matter  was  not  over- 
looked ;  it  was  considered  and  discussed  in  this 
House,  when  the  law  was  passed.  If  it  was  the 
policy  of  Congress  to  permit  foreigners  to  be- 
come proprietors  of  the  stock — and  certainly  the 
refusal  to  prohibit  amounted  to  an  invitation- 
would  the  directors  have  been  justified  in  adopt- 
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ing  measares  to  thwmrt  and  eoanteract  that  pol- 
ley  1  Ik  was  their  daty  lo  ezeeote  the  law  ia  its 
Bpirtt-*to  effectuate  its  iateiitioiia— to  sabsenre, 
and  not  defeat,  the  policy  of  the  €k>TeroineDt. 
If,  sQbstitatiDff  their  own  conceptions  of  what 
was  politic,  tor  the  rale  given  to  them  by  the 
law,  they  had  porsaed  a  different  system,  they 
would  have  made  themselTcs  justly  obnoxious 
to  censure  and  reproach.  Now,  sir,  the  resolu- 
tion in  qoestioQ  had  two  objects-—!.  The  pay- 
ment, in  London,  of  the  diridends  to  foreign 
atockboiders — 2.  The  payment  at  the  par  of  ez- 
ehaoge.  The  first  of  these  the  report  does  not 
much  object  to.  It  was  done  by  the  late  Bank 
of  the  l/nited  States,  as  to  its  own  diyidends. 
That  bank  also  remitted  to  foreigners  their  inter- 
est upon  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  I 
believe,  free  of  charge.  This  is  powerful  evi- 
dence that  It  was  advantageous  to  the  institution, 
for  now  that  the  whole  liistory  of  the  bank  is 
before  us,  its  life  and  its  death,  I  suppose  no  one 
will  deny  that  it  was  very  fairly  and  skilfully 
managed.  We  have  the  example,  too,  of  the 
Qovernment,  in  the  instances  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  loans.  Why  was  the  interest  stipalated 
to  be  paid  abroad  1  Because  it  was  favorable  to 
the  credit  of  the  country ;  it  enabled  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  obtain  loans  which  it  could  not  other- 
wise have  had,  or  to  obtain  then  upon  better 
terms.  The  mere  inconvenience  to  the  stock- 
holder, tke  freedom  from  charges  of  receipt  and 
remittance,  when  he  has  his  interest  sent  to  him, 
instead  of  being  obliged  to  send  after  it,  is  a  con- 
sideration of  premt  moment— the  same  considera- 
tion wbich  induces  an  individual  to  invest  his 
money  near  to  where  he  lives,  though  he  might 
take  a  greater  profit  by  invesiing  it  further  off. 
Bach  an  operaiiooi  however,  was  inconvenient 
to  the  Government,  because  it  was  not  within 
the  ordinary  range  of  fiscal  management ;  and^ 
therefore,  the  Government  proposed  to  exchange 
the  foreign  debt  for  a  debt  bearing  interest,  pay- 
able to  the  United  States.  As  an  iaduoement, 
they  offered  to  increase  the  annual  interest  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent.  France  accepted  the  offer  \ 
the  Dutch  refused  it,  estimating  the  inconve- 
nience oi  receiving  their  interest  at  home  at 
mere  than  the  annual  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 
Such  an  operation,  though  inconvenient  and  bur- 
densome to  the  Gk>veromcnt,ia  precisely  adapted 
to  the  transactiooa  of  a  bank,  authorized  by  iu 
charter  to  deal  in  exchange^  and  having  estab- 
lished amngementsaad  credits  for  that  pnrpoee. 
It  can  remit  and  pay  abroad  with  as  much  tacii- 
ity  aa  it  can  pay  «t  home.  To  my  mind,  there- 
fore, it  seems  that  the  measure,  so  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  pay  meat  abroad,  was  not  only  justified 
by  experience,  by  example,  and  by  sound  ealcu- 
lation,  but  that  the  neglect  of  it  would  have 
betrayed  ignorance  and  want  of  foresight.  I 
might  instance,  also,  the  Louisiana  debt,  which 
was  taken  by  a  single  individual,  or  a  single 
house,  and  sold  at  a  profit,  by  stipulating  to  pay 
the  interest  abroad.  The  second  part  of  the  reso- 
lution regards  the  rale  at  which  the  bank  would 
engage  to  remit,  and  at  which  the  stockholder 


would  stipulate  to  receive  the  remittance  of  hie 
dividends.  For,  we  must  recollect  that  it  was  a 
mutual  contract,  binding  upon  both  parties.  The 
bank  would  pay  abroad  upon  no  other  terms  but 
those  that  were  prescribeo.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  directors  had  a  right  to  arrange  the  terms. 
Dealing  in  exchange  is  one  of  their  legitimate 
powers,  expressly  given  by  the  charter ;  and,  as 
there  in  nothing  which  restricts  them  to  succes- 
sive unconnected  instances,  there  can  be  no  valid 
objection  to  such  an  exercise  of  the  authority  aa 
is  now  the  subject  of  discussion.  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  therefore,  of  their  right  to  ^  compel  the 
American  stockholders  to  contribute  to  the  pub- 
lic loss"  (Report,  page  8,)  upon  exchange  oj>era- 
tions ;  and  there  can  be  none  of  its  expediency 
and  propriety,  provided  there  was  a  well-grounded 
probability  of  profit  instead  of  loss.  The  direc- 
tors had  before  them  the  experience  of  the  past. 
From  two  tables  before  me,  I  can  say  that,  from 
the  year  1791  to  the  year  1617,  ioclosiTc.  the 
average  of  exchange  has  been  greatly  in  favor  of 
this  countrr.  The  first  of  these  is  a  statement 
from  the  Treasurv,  of  the  annual  gain  and  loss 
upon  remittances  for  payment  of  the  Dutch  loan, 
from  1791  to  1809.  The  gain  is  $409,197  80; 
the  loss  is  ^103^377  06.  The  clear  fain  upon  the 
whole  of  the  remittances,  is  |305,§90  14.  The 
other  is  a  statement  of  the  annual  gain  and  loss  by 
exchange^  under  the  oMrations  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  There  is  an  unin- 
terrupted annual  gain,  amounting,  altogether,  to 
$483,301  30,  with  only  an  «Miparent  exception  in 
the  years  1815  and  1816.  The  exception  is  only 
a/pparent^  for  it  was  owing,  not  to  the  state  of 
exchange^  but  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency 
with  which  the  bills  were  bought.  At  the  very 
time,  (and  it  is  a  convincing  proof,)  exchange 
in  Boston,  where  a  aoond  currency  was  main- 
tained, was  at  or  about  par.  Deduct  those  two 
years,  ($139,040  66,)  there  is  still  a  total  jaIn  of 
$358,730  54.  As  far  asnhe  past  can  afford  ue 
any  light  to  look  into  the  future,  this  exhibition 
might  be  relied  upon.  It  was  not  of  a  year  or 
years,  but  an  unbroken  series  of  six  and  twenty 
years  in  succession.  It  was  not  of  a  period  of 
uniform  character,  either  favorable  or  unfavor- 
able. It  embraced  the  infancy  of  our  Govern- 
ment, the  arrangement  of  our  finances,  years  of 
prosperous  commerce,  and  vearswben  commerce 
was  oppressed  by  formidable  restrictions  and  im- 
positions abroad,  and  by  prohibitions  and  embar- 
goes at  home.  It  embraced  a  long  period  of 
peace,  and  a  short  period  of  war,  (a  proportion 
which  I  hope  our  history  may  always  present;) 
it  embraced,  in  short,  exactly  such  a  variety  of 
circumstances  as,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
may  be  expected  to  hap|>en.  and,  for  that  very 
reason,  exactly  such  a  period  as  a  prudent  man 
would  select  for  the  basis  of  his  calculation. 
Experience  since,  I  am  informed,  has  given 
its  sanction  to  the  measure.  I  do  not  know  the 
fact,  but  I  am  told  there  has  been  a  gain  upon 
exchange.  The  committee  of  directors,  who 
reported  against  the  measure— who  are  compli- 
mented, and  deaervedly,  too,  for  their  able  reu- 
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•ODt — were,  ufwa  ^nerel  groDDdt,  in  fkror  of  it, 
at  the  report  will  show ;  ■ad  gate  ^  able  rea- 
SODS,"  the  aane  "which  fi<k>lhr  decided  the  board 
to  ttdopx  it,  namely,  "the  efiect  which  it  would 

*  hate  in  reducing  the  Tate  of  exchange,  by  io« 

*  dttciag  capitalists  to  ioFest  their  funds  in  the 
<  etoek,  abd  thereby  facilitatiog  the  resumption  of 
'  specie  pajrmeotB."  They  were  deterred  by  then 
exuting  circumstances,  which  are  now  proved 
to  have  been  temborary ;  and  probably,  among 
others,  by  the  doubt  whether  a  sound  currency 
could  or  would  be  verv  speedily  restored.  The 
reiBittance  of  the  dividends  they  recommended, 
withont  qoalificatioB.  We  Are  to  recoUect,  also, 
that  one  of  the  terms  wes  a  delay  of  six  months. 
The  January  dividend  was  to  be  paid  in  the  fol- 
lowing July,  and  the  July  dividend  in  January. 
Supposing  three  months  necessary  for  making 
the  remittance,  there  would  remain  three  months, 
daring  which  the  bank  might  have  the  nee  of 
ibe  monev,  eqlwi  at  least  to  one-4bd*a-haif  per 
cent.)  and  during  whieh^  too,  the  bank  would 
have  the  range  for  seiecttig  the  roost  favorable 
moment  to  bur  exchange.  lie  range  for  selec- 
Uon  would,  indeed,  be  much  more  extensive— •it 
would  be  aknost  unlimited ;  for.  as  it  was  author- 
ised to  deal  in  exchanges,  it  would  always  hare 
funds  or  credit  abroad,  to  be  supplied  or  ttrawo 
upon,  according  to  the  state  of  the  market  for 
bills. 

If  this  meaeure  was  right  to  be  adopted  at  all, 
it  was  right  to  be  adopted  at  that  time,.and  pre- 
cisely for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Donnell.  If  foreigners  were  to  become  the  own- 
ers of  stock,  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Ameri- 
oan  stockholder,  as  well  as  for  the  interest  of  the 
nation,  ihet  the  rise  should  take  place  before  they 
became  parobasers,  rather  than  afterwards.  This 
is  a  proposition  that  no  one  will  be  inclined  to 
dieputC)  and  of  course  it  cannot,  with  any  color 
of  reason,  be  denied,  that  if  measures  were  in 
the  contemplation  of  i4ie  directors,  whioh  would 
have  a  tendency  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
ato$k,  they  were  bound  in  duly  to  adopt  them,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  institution,  so  that  the  Amer- 
ican atoekholder  migjht  have  the  benefit  of  the 
lisC)  and  not  the  foreigner ;  and  the  nation  have 
the  advaaiage  of  tke  inctcase  of  the  exchangea- 
ble or  market  value  of  the  stock.  The  prospect 
of  tho  enhancement  of  price  was  itself  an  equiv- 
alent to  the  American  stockholder  for  any  possi- 
ble loss  on  exchange.  Bat,  while  I  agree  that 
paying  the  divideade  in  fiogland  (which  is  not 
objected  to)  was  calculated  to  raise  the  price  of 
the  stock,  for  the  reasone  before  stated,  I  am  not 
satisfied  that  paying  at  the  par  of  exchange  would 
neoessarily  have  ibal  ^ect.  If  it  was  likely  to 
be  advantageous  to  the  hank,  as  1  believe  it  was, 
it  was  for  the  same  reason  likely  to  be  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  foreign  stockholder.  What  the 
one  gained  on  exchange,  the  other  would  lose. 
The  materials  for  calculation  were  as  open  to  the 
one  as  to  the  other.  The  report  seems  to  suppose 
that  it  would  raise  the  market  in  England,  and 
that  the  rise  there  would  operate  upon  the  mar- 
ket here«    The  leasoning  is  inoorteet,  beeause  it 


looks  only  at  one  side  of  the  qbestion.  W«  may 
affirm,  With  equal  truth,  tkat,  if  it  was  disadran- 
tageous  to  the  American  stockholder,  it  wo«ld 
duress  the  market  here,  and  that  the  depreskion 
would  affect  the  market  in  England.  The  mar- 
ket abroad  for  our  stocks  is  regalated  by  our  own, 
rather  than  our  own  by  the  foreign;  thou^, 
doubtless,  they  do  somewhat  affect  each  other. 
The  only  question,  however,  at  last,  is  the  one 
which  I  have  before  stated,  and  I  hope  satisfne- 
torily  answered :  Was  there  a  reasonable  proapeit 
of  gain  from  this  arrangement  ?  But  the  gentte- 
man  from  Virginia,  who  was  one  of  the  select 
committee,  (Mr.  Ttler,)  has  advanced  an  opin- 
ion, not  the  less  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
for  the  explanation  of  it  given  by  the  cheirnmn. 
He  thinks  that  even  if  there  was  a  gain,  it  would 
not  iticrease  the  dividends  of  the  American  stock- 
holder, because,  if  I  underslnnd  bim  correctly, 
the  remittances  would  not  be  made  till  tfier  the 
dividend,  and  the  loss  or  ffaio  would  not  till  then 
be  asceruiaed.  What  does  he  suppose  would 
become  of  the  gain  ?  Would  it  not  go  into  tie 
general  profits  of  the  bank  ?  He  did  not  recol- 
lect that,  though  the  remittance  would  follow  one 
dividend,  it  would  precede  another,  through  tke 
whole  term  of  the  charter.  It  might  with  eqnai 
correctness  be  affirmed,  and  for  the  same  reason, 
that  the  dividend  could  not  be  dimintthed  by  n 
loss  on  exchange,  and  then,  I  suppose,  we  ^ould 
arrive  at  a  result  exactly  right,  tnat  the  dividends 
would  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished.  A 
moment's  reflection  will  convince  him  of  his 
error.  And  now,  sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask, 
whether  this  arrangement  is  not  what  erety  man 
would  have  made  in  his  own  case?  Is  it  not 
what  every  merchant  does  habitually,  and  every 
planter  too?  Why,  then,  should  we  impute  ft 
to  unworthy  motives  ? 

Another,  and  a  heavier  charge,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  report,  is  that  which  relates  to  loans 
on  the  deposite  or.  pledge  of  stock  of  tbe  bank. 
It  is  not  disputed,  and  it  cannot  be  disputed,  that 
the  directors  had  a  right  to  lend  oa  any  sort  of 

fietsonal  security  not  prohibited  by  the  chnvter. 
t  is  equally  beyond  dispute  that  the  stock  was 
a  good  security.  The  gentleman  from  Boutli 
Garoliaa  has  stated,  and  the  geatlenian  from  Vir- 
ginia has  agreed^  tiiat,  ia  the  event  of  a  dinoltt- 
tion,  the  stock  loans  at  par  would  settle  them- 
selves. If  that  be  so,  the  sectfrity  is  unexcep- 
tionabie.  It  is  demonstrable,  further,  thai,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  loans  on  stock  were  judi- 
cious, and  for  the  interest  of  the  institution. 
These  loans  did  not  originate  in  ocoasioasi  reso- 
lutions;  they  had  their  origin  in  the  fourth  of 
the  by*iaw8,  adopted  before  the  bank  went  into 
operation,  in  the  month  of  December,  Idlfi.  The 
by  law  is  referred  to  in  the  report.  There  were 
vices  in  the  banking  system,  as  it  was  then  com- 
monly conducud,  which  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  were  anxious,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  correct.  Among  them,  was  the  use  of 
accommodation,  or  "  credit  the  drawer"  paper. 
Another,  and  a  very  serioua  one,  was  the  exten- 
sire  practice  of  mutual  eadorseaMnts.    A  caan 
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wbo  wished  Co  get  a  dMeooAt  wasebiitfed  to  bor* 
row  tbe  name  of  a  fritod,  and,  by  oorrewiog, 
came  ODder  a  well  UBd«rstood  oUigatton  to  lead 
his  own  name  ia  retora.    A  eonnezton  was  tbos 
formed  that  inrolred  both  in  the  fate  of  either. 
If  ooe  failed,  be  dngged  the  other  after  him }  and 
indeed  it  often  bappeaed  that,  by  multipited  en- 
tanglemeats  of  this  sort,  the  rain  of  one  man 
injured,  perhaps  destroyed,  tbe  credit  of  many. 
The  fourth  by-kw  was  intended,  and  honestly 
and  pradeDilr  intended,  to  diminish  these  evils. 
It  proWded  that  accommodation  paper  should  not 
be  djscennted ;  and,  to  limit  as  much  as  practica- 
ble the  e?il  of  mntual  endorsements,  it  invited 
peraoof  applying  for  diseoonts  to  deposite  per- 
sooaJ  seennty  instead  of  endorsers.    The  subee- 
qoeat  resolations  of  the  board,  (excepting  that  of 
lAe^h  August,  1817,  which  shall  be  distinctly 
eoosidered.)  were  evidently  adopted  only  to  cany 
ibe  fundamental  by-law  into  execution,  bf  ex- 
tending it  to  the  biancbes,  and  by  declaring  the 
rates  and  other  terms  upon  which  the  several 
kinds  of  stock  should  be  received  in  pledge  or 
dejposite.    They  were  thus,  by  a  verv  obvious 
reference  to  the  oriffioal  source,  freeu  from  the 
suspicion  of  having  been-prodooed  by  occasional 
motives  of  speculation,  and  placed  upon  their 
true  /onadation ;  which  no  one,  I  think,  will  de- 
ny, ts  solid  enough  to  sustain  them.    Such  was 
the  eiiaracter  of  tbe  reeolotions  of  the  18th  De- 
cember, 1816— (Documents,  page  65.)  and  of  the 
dftih  July,  1817. 

The  resolution  of  the  fi5th  Avgnst,  1817,  ao- 
thorixed  the  loan  of  9^f^  up<»>  stock,  with  two 
approved  endorsers,  wbo,  as  the  report  explains 
it,  w«fre  only  to  be  security  for  the  25  per  cent, 
excess  beyond  the  par  value  of  the  stock  deposited. 
This  reaolution,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  I  do 
not  approve,  for  reasons,  however,  very  different 
from  those  stated  in  the  report.  8ir,  tbe  direc- 
tors themselves  did  nor  long  approve  it.  The 
resolsijon  was  acted  upon  but  a  very  short  time, 
Boc  mere  than  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  the  amount 
loaned  under  it  appears,  from  the  documents,  to 
have  been  entail.  Let  us  now  for  a  moment  ex- 
amine the  operation  of  these  measures.  The 
amount  of  discoents  on  stock  remaininip  unpaid 
en  the  80th  July  1817,  was  $5,231,867  6a-^Doc- 
«meata,pafe60.)  ThetotalamoantofdieeouDts, 
then,  was  $25,770,190  50.  So  ibat  there  were 
loaned  on  nersooal  secority  about  980,000,000, 
and  00  stock  about  95,000,000,  which  no  one  can 
affirm  to  have  been  an  undue  proportion.  If  the 
original  by-law,  and  the  resolutions  made  in  pur- 
aviaiiee  of  it,  were  right,  there  was  now  additional 
naotive  far  desiring  to  extend  their  operatiott*-^ 
that  ia^  to  Increase  the  loans  on  stock.  It  was 
origiaally  desigaed,  at  I  have  already  stated,  that 
tbe  capital  of  the  baok  should  be  composed  in 
part  of  public  debt,  bearing  Interest,  aod  to  be 
gradually  cOAverted  into  active  eapKal.  The 
whole  of  it,  exeeediitg  thirteen  millions,  and  in- 
cluding two  millions, which  the  bank  had  endeav- 
ered  to  convert  isto  specie,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  was  redeemed  at  par  on  the  3tst  July, 
1817,  aod  in  place  of  it  thirteen  millions  of  money 


were  thrown  into  the  bank,  for  which  the  dif ac- 
tors were  to  find  employment.  If  they  were  de- 
sirous to  place  a  part  of  it  upon  stock,  upon  a 
good  security,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  that 
whiDh  had  thus  been  taken  from  them,  rather- 
than  hazard  it  all  at  once  upon  personal  securitr, 
it  was  a  natural,  a  prudent,  and  a  commendable 
desire,  and  it  was  in  precise  conformity  with  tbe 
original  pUn  of  the  bank,  as  well  as  with  the 
"gradual  extension"  which  the  report,  in  one 
part,  thioks  was  expedient.  It  was  a  desire,  ne- 
vertheless, however  prudent,  not  likely  to  be  grati- 
fied. The  stock  was  then  rising,  and  reached 
somewhere  about  9140,  as  appears  from  the  table 
of  prices  exhibited  by  the  committee.  They 
were  not  to  expect  stock  to  be  deposited  at  par, 
when  its  market  price  Was  91^-  Oa  the  con- 
trary, with  a  rising  market,  there  would  be  a  eon- 
stent  tendency  to  escape  from  the  deposite,  and  to 
disappoint  the  wish  of  the  directors,  which  was 
to  increase  and  ntK  to  diminish  this  kind  of  se- 
curity. It  was  under  the  influence  of  views  like 
these,  I  should  suppose,  (as  stated  by  the  late 
President,  in  his  examination,  among  the  doou- 
ments)  that  the  resolution  of  the  86ih  of  Augiut 
was  adopted,  combining  the  two  kinds  of  loan«— 
on  personal  security,  and  on  stock,  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  qualitv  of  the  latter.  I  repeat  that  I  do 
not  approve  of  this  resolution,  and  for  this  simple 
reason,  that,  as,  in  tbe  discounts  upon  stock,  they 
regarded  only  the  security,  and  not  the  persen, 
or  the  amount,  I  do  not  see  how  the  two  kinds  of 
loan  could  thus  be  combined,  without  the  temp- 
tation to  lend  more  to  individuals  upon  the  per- 
sonal security,  than  was  either  prudent  or  proper; 
inasmuch  as  the  loan  upon  tbe  personal  security 
was  alwavs  to  bear  a  fixed  proportion  to  what 
was  considered  as  lent  upon  the  stock.  But  the 
question  is,  whether  it  was  sincerely  adopted,  for 
the  reasons  given,  and  not  to  promote  a  scheme 
of  stotkjobbiog.  The  board  soon  put  an  ead  10 
its  active  existente,  which  must  be  regarded  as 
some  evidence  at  least  of  sincerity. 

What  are  the  objections  made  to  this  kind  of 
discount  ?  Not  that  they  were  insecure  or  im- 
prudent, or  unprofitable.  No.  To  the  whole  of 
the  loans  on  stock  it  isobjeeted,  that  they  inflated 
the  price  of  the  stock;  in  the  language  of  the 
report,  **kept  it  constantly  ad vaneiag,  until  it 
reached  a  point  where  it  exploded  and  fell^*' 
(page  11.)  The  first  point  to  be  established,  la 
order  to  support  this  position,  is,  that  the  stock 
fever  has  been  inflated  beyond  its  real  value. 
What  is  its  real  value?  Sir,  it  is  (within  certaia 
limits)  matter  of  opinion,  matter  of  conjecture, 
depending  upon  a  thousand  considemtions,  and, 
among  the  rest  at  the  present  moment,  depending 
upon  the  decision  of  the  House.  What  will  it 
rise  to  hereafter  ?  No  one  can  tell.  It  is  an  in- 
stitution of  areat  resources,  calculated,  I  believe, 
if  supported  by  the  public  confidence,  to  be  a 
blessing  to  this  natioa,  in  peace  a  boad  of  union, 
a  sinew  of  strength  in  wpr*  But  what,  at  anv 
given  time,  will  be  the  price  of  its  stock,  I  wiU 
not  venture  to  predict.  Have  purchasers  been 
injured?    That  depends  upon  what  the  priM 
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will  come  to  hereafter.    Bat,  thoagh  I  will  not 
undertake  to  answer  either  of  these  questions, 
nor  hazard  any  opinion  upon  the  valae  of  the 
stock,  yet,  in  justice  to  the  bank,  I  will  renture 
to  say,  that,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
there  never  was  any  great  moneyed  institution 
established,  there  never  was  any  great  moneyed 
operation  commenced,  that  produced  so  Utile 
speculation.    I  do  not  advanc^e  this  hastily,  and  I 
do  not  wish  it  be  assented  to  without  full  reflec- 
tion.   Speculation,  stockjobbing,  these  are  the 
substance  of  all  the  charges,  or  the  coloring 
spread  over  them  all.    Where  is  the  instance  of 
a  new  institution,  in  which  there  was  so  much 
steadiness,  so  little  extravagant  speculation  7  The 
DMXimum  of  the  price  of  its  stock  (see  table 
aniioog  the  documents)  was  in  the  latter  part  of 
August,  1817,  when  it  had  gradually  reached 
56  per  cent,  advance.    Do  gentlemen  recollect, 
or  have  they  heard  what  happened  when  the 
public  debt  was  funded  ?    One  would  suppose 
that  nothing  could  have  been  less  fit  to  occasion 
speculation.    The  amount  was  fixed,  and  could 
not  be  exceeded ;  the  rate  of  interest  was  fixed  at 
the  current  rate  of  the  country  ;  the  period  and 
manner  of  redemption  were  also  fixed ;  eyery- 
tiling,  in  short,  was  reduced  to  the  greatest  possi- 
ble certainty — vet  the  six  per  cent,  stock  rose  to 
twenty-six  shillings  and  three  pence.    It  after- 
wards fell  considerably  below  par,  and  did  not 
recover  till,  I  think,  after  the  year  1803.    We 
iiave  another,  and  a  muph  more  striking,  instance 
in  the  establishment  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    The  scrip,  for  which  ten  dollars  had 
been  paid,  and  no  more,  rose  to  two  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars.    Fortunes  were  made  and  lost. 
The  roads  between  the  commercial  cities  are  rep- 
resented to  have  been  covered  with  expresses, 
conveying  intelligence  of  the  fluctuations  of  the 
market,  in  order  that  they  might  be  advanta- 
geously seized.    The  stock  of  that  bank,  I  ha?e 
been  informed,  but  do  not  speak  positively,  after- 
wards fell  below  par.    Sir,  1  have  seen  many 
moneved  institutions  established,  and  though  I 
have  bad  little  to  do  with  them,  I  have  neverthe- 
less had  occasion  to  observe  their  usual  progress. 
Their  history  is  nearly  the  same.    At  first,  their 
stock  has  an  extravagant  rise,  then  succeeds  an 
equally  extravagant  depression,  and  afterwards 
it  finds  what  may  be  termed  its  just  or  natural 
level,  that  is,  the  level  at  or  nearly*  to  which  it 
rests,  unless  disturbed  by  some  extraordinary  oc- 
currence, or  moderately  advanced  by  affradual 
im()rovement.    The  stock  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  may  be  considered  as  having  set- 
tled at  about  fifty  advance,  after  all  speculation 
had  ceased.    In  the  vear  1802,  the  United  Slates 
sold  d^220  shares  at  forty-five  advance,  and  they 
sold  to  a  person  who  bought  to  sell  again,  and,  of 
course,  to  sell  at  a  profit.    I  have  always  under- 
stood that  he  did  sell  at  a  profit.    Individuals  sold 
as  high  as  fifty  advance.    (Seybert's  Stat.  An.) 
The  permanent  advance,  therefore,  was  very  little 
short  of  what  has  been  deemed  the  infiated  or 
speculative  price  of  the  present  bank.  I  am  aware 
that  it  may  be  said,  and  truly  said,  that  the  late 


bank  had  some  advantages  which  the  preseot 
does  not  possess.  Bat,  the  existing  bank  has  also 
some  which  were  not  possessed  by  the  former* 
At  the  period  we  are  speaking  of,  when  its  stock 
rose  to  fifty*six,  it  had  this  most  striking  advan- 
tage, that  not  a  year  of  its  charter  had  expired, 
and  there  were  above  nineteen  years  remaining, 
whereas,  when  the  stock  of  the  late  bank  wras  at 
fifty,  eleven  years  had  run  out  and  only  nine  re- 
mained. This  inflated  price,  therefore,  was  very 
little  higher  than  the  level  stationary  price  of  the 
stock  of  the  late  Bank  o[  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  correct  to  say,  that  it  ''exploded  and 
fell.''  (Report,  page  11.)  Allowing  all  reason- 
able indulgence  to  the  figure,  it  means,  if  I  under- 
stand it,  that  the  price  was  suddenly  precipitated, 
when  the  artificial  means  used  for  its  elevation 
had  ceased  to  operate,  or  ceased  to  produce  any 
eflect.  it  is  not  correct.  The  table  of  prices 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  shows 
that  its  decline  was  gradual,  and  that  decline  can 
be  traced  to  other  causes,  which  I  will  advert  to 
presently.  The  price  was  highest  in  Auffust, 
1817;  it  began  to  fail,  but  not  materially,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1817 — and  it  had  not  arrived  at  the  lowest 
point  of  depression,  j[110)  what  in  the  table  is 
called  *'  the  lowest  price,"  till  November  and  De- 
cember, 1818;  more  than  a  yeaf  after  the  depres- 
sion began.  The  table  does  not  give  us  the  in* 
termediate  prices,  but  we  know^  from  other  sources, 
that  the  decline  was  not  considerable  during  the 
first  part  of  that  period.  It  may  be  dated,  chiefly, 
from  the  Summer  of  1818,  and  may  be  traced  to 
causes  which  not  only  had  no  connexion  with 
artificial  means,  but  are  wholly  inconsistent  with 
their  use. 

Again,  sir,  let  us  examine^  in  another  point  of 
view,  these  charges  against  the  loans  upon  stock. 

The  price,  on  the  20th  August,  1817,  was  from 
144  to  147,  to  which  it  had  gradually  attained. 
How  could  successive  repeated  advancements  of 
price  be  owing  to  a  resolution  adopted  before  the 
organization  of  the  bank,  permanent  in  its  nature. 
and  operating  uniformly  trom  the  first  adoption  ? 
There  is  some  confusion  in  the  treatment  of  this 
part  of  the  subject.  One  would  be  led,  by  the 
language  of  the  report,  to  suppose  that  there  w«re 
successive  measures  brought  forward  from  time 
to  time,  and  calculated  continually  to  stimulate 
the  .market,  which  was  stimulated,  accordingly. 
The  fact  is  not  so ;  it  was  a  system— the  founda- 
tion was  laid  in  the  4th  by-law,  and  the  subse* 
quent  resolutions,  all  conformable  to  that  by-law, 
were  merely  executive  or  ministerial,  to  carry  it 
into  eflect.  The  committee  have  them^ves  fur* 
nished  the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  the  sup- 
posed facilities  for  obtaining  money  were  not  so 
eagerly  seized  upon,  and  for  that  very  reason  not 
cslculated  to  produce  the  efifect  imputed.  The 
amount  loaned  upon  stock,  prior  to  the  SOih  of 
July,  1817,  had  been  $8,046,932  64.  It  was  at 
that  time  only  $5,221,267  60.  (Documents,  page 
70.)  Of  course,  $2,815,665  04  had  then  been  re- 
deemed and  withdrawn  voluntarily,  as  respects 
the  borrowers,  and  against  the  policy  and  the  true 
interests  of  the  bank.    The  bank  could  not  lend 
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in  thU  way  as  much  as  it  might  prodently  desire. 
This  statement  is  what  I  alladed  to,  when  I  said 
some  time  ego  that  there  was  a  continual  tendeney 
in  the  desposite  to  escape.  That  the  resolation 
of  the  20th  of  August  (ror  adraocing  9^35)  had 
no  indaenee  in  raising  the  price,  is  most  evident. 
On  that  day  it  was  at  $150,  nearly  the  maxi- 
mum; it  rose  but  rery  little  in  the  next  three  or 
four  days,  and  then,  instead  of  rising,  began  to 
decline. 

But  this  resolution  is  supposed  by  the  report, 
/page  11,)  "  to  hare  given  equal  facilities  to  the 

*  rankropt,  who  had  not  credit  enough  to  obtain 
'  an  endorser,  and  to  the  capitalist.  Stock  could 
^  be  and  was  purchased  without  the  advance  of  a 
'  cent  by  the  purchaser,  who  had  only  to  apply 
'  to  the  directors,  or  to  the  president  and  cashier, 
'  between  discount  days,  for  a  loan  on  the  shares 
'  about  to  be  bought,  and,  by  what  is  termed  a 

*  simultaneous  operation,  he  obtained  his  dis- 
^  count,  and  with  it  paid  for  his  stock.  A  rise  in 
'  the  market  would  enable  him  to  sell  his  shares, 
'  pocket  the  difference,,  and  commence  operations 

*  anew."  Nothing  can  be  more  inaccurate,  more 
strikingly  inaccurate,  than  the  whole  of  this  rea- 
soning; and  nothing  more  destitute  of  solid  sup- 
port than  the  hasty  condemnation  founded  upon  ir. 
It  fails  entirely  in  point  of  fact.  For,  in  the  first 
place,  the  price  of  stock,  on  the  26lh  of  August, 
1817,  was  $150.  A  loan  could  be  obtained  upon 
it  of  only  8125.  There  remained,  therefore,  $25 
a  share  to  be  supplied  from  the  resources  of  the 
purchaser.  Again :  for  the  $25  excess  beyond 
the  par  value  of  the  share,  ^'  two  approved  names'' 
were  required.  ^Documents  79.^  Thus  the  bor- 
rower was  to  finci  an  ''  approved"  endorser,  and 
was  to  furnish  $25  a  share  in  addition  to  what 
the  bank  would  lend  him.  How,  then,  can  it  be 
affirmed  that  this  resolution  *^gave  facilities  to 
the  bankrupt,  who  had  not  credit  enough  to  ob- 
tain an  endorser?"  How  can  it  be  said  that,  by 
means  of  it|  stock  could  "be  purchased  without 
the  advance  of  a  cent  ?"  Or  that,  with  the  money 
obtained  from  the  bank,  the  purchaser  *' could 
pay  for  his  stock?"  [Here  Mr.  Sfenobb  rose  to 
explain,  and  stated,  that  the  reasoning  quoted 
from  the  report  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  the 
resolution  of  the  26th  of  August,  but  to  the  pre- 
vious resolutions  authorizing  loans  at  par.]  ,  Sir, 
the  reasoning  immediately  Allows  the  statement 
of  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  August,  and  seems 
10  me  most  especially,  if  not  exclusively,  applied 
to  that  resolution.  But  I  accept  the  chairman's 
explanation— and  will  the  reasoning  be  any  bet- 
ter? Rather  worse.  I  think.  Under  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  26th  of  August,  the  purchaser  was  to 
furnish  $25  a  share,  in  money,  and  an  endorser 
for  $25  more.  Under  the  resolutions  for  loaning 
at  par,  he  would  have  to  advance  $50  a  share, 
which  I  suppose  would  be  at  least  as  difficult  for 
«  a  bankrupy'  and  quite  as  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  of  buying  "  wit^ut  the  advance  of  a  cent," 
as  advancing  $25,  and  finding  an  endorser  for 
^f25  more. 

While  I  am  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  asking  a  question  of  the 
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chairman  of  the  select  committee.  The  report 
(page  11]^  says,  that  "a  rise  in  the  market  would 
enable  him  (the  purchaser)  to  sell  his  shares, 
pocket  the  difference,  and  commence  operations 
anew."  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  how 
many  times  a  man  must  commence  such  opera- 
tions anew,  how  many  times  he  must  buy  and 
sell  in  a  market  **  constantly  advancing,"  oefore 
be  will  make  a  profit  ?  If  the  market  was  "  con- 
stantly advancing,"  as  the  report  states  it  was. 
it  would  seem  to  me  very  difficult  to  understana 
how  successive  operations  could  benefit  the  spec- 
ulator. I  should  suppose,  from  a  plain  calcula- 
tion, that  the  oftener  he  bought  and  sold  the  less 
stock  he  would  have,  and,  repeating  the  "  opera- 
tion" a  sufficient  number  of  times,  and  a  slight 
depression  supervening,  he  would  inevitably  lose 
his  w'hole  capital. 

The  report,  sir,  goes  on  to  charge  that  the  loans 
were  "unreasonable  and  excessive,"  were  not 
made  '*to  merchants  and  traders,"  but  *'  to  a  few 
persons,  consisting  of  directors,  brokers,  and  spec- 
ulators," and  that  very  little  *'good  business  paper 
was  done."  (Report  10, 11.)  Upon  what  found- 
ation of  fact  these  charges  rest,  we  are  not  pre- 
cisely informed.  The  members  of  the  committee 
have  referred  to  a  list  of  borrowers  which  has  not 
bee^  printed,  and  they  have  differed  from  each 
other  as  to  the  true  purport  of  that  list.  The 
member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownobb,) 
one  of  the  committee,  has  stated  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  borrowers  were  *'  merchants  and 
traders."  It  is  of  no  manner  of  consequence,  for 
it  is  not  denied,  but  it  is  agreed  that  these  loans 
were  offered  indiscriminately  to  all  who  could 
give  the  required  securitjr,  that  they  were  nwde 
with  impartiality,  and  without  favoritism;  and 
that,  in  making  them,  the  directors  did  not  regard 
the  occupation  of  the  borrower,  provided  he  of- 
fered good  security.  Was  not  the  security  unex- 
oeptionablv  good — the  best  that  could  be  offered? 
Suppose  the  same  "speculators"  had  got  dis- 
counts on  funded  debt,  would  there  then  be  any 
complaint?  Where,  then,  is  the  point  of  this 
accusation  ?  Do  gentlemen  mean  to  establish  a 
high  moral  standard,  graduated  not  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  nor  with  any  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  by  which  the  directors  of  the  bank 
are  to  be  governed  in  exercising  a  censorial  ao^ 
thority  over  the  lives  and  occupations  of  those 
who  come  to  borrow,  and  by  which  they  are 
themselves  in  turn  to  be  tried  and  censured? 
We  are  ait  of  us  fond  of  power,  and  sufficiently 
inclined  to  abuse  it.  What  power  could  be  more 
dangerous  |  what  more  liable  to  abuse;  what  more 
inevitably  tending  to  generate  a  tyrannical  spirit 
in  the  heart  of  man,  than  such  an  authority— no 
matter  by  whom  exercised — to  become  a  censor 
and  inquisitor  ef  the  thoughts,  and  occupations, 
and  conduct  of  his  fellow  creatures;  to  judge 
them,  not  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  not  by  any  de- 
fined or  established  rule,  but  by  an  arbitrary  and 
fanciful  theory  of  his  own  creation?  Sir,  is  it 
not  enough  that  these  loans  were  not  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  institution — that  the  secu- 
rity was  unexceptionable—that  they  were  im- 
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partial  and  general?  Is  it  not  enough  that  there 
were  at  least  very  plausible  reasons,  if  not  con- 
closiTe  ones,  for  making  them  ?  Is  it  not  enough 
that  they  were  prohibited  by  no  law^  and  that 
they  were  made  by  the  directors  under  a  discre- 
tion committed  to  them ;  that  they  are  still  safe 
and  good ;  that  they  were  made  to  persons  exer- 
cising occupations  not  forbidden  by  law,  who 
were  not  prohibited  from  borrowing,  and  to  whom 
it  was  not  unlawful  to  lend  1  If  they  were  right 
in  themseWes,  let  us  not  engage  in  needless  in- 
quiries that  can  do  no  possible  good,  and  may  do 
much  mischief. 

But  the  report  expresses  surprise  "at  finding 
so  little  good  business  paper  done  at  the  bank  and 
its  offices."  How,  in  the  course  of  such  an  exami- 
nation, (completed  in  three  weeks,)  it  was  ascer- 
tained what  quantity  of"  business  paper,"  usually 
80  called,  was  done  at  the  "  bank  and  its  offices," 
or  what  "good"  business  paper  was  done,  or 
whether  any  was  done  that  was  bad,  or  whether 
any  good  or  bad  was  refused,  and  for  what  I'ea- 
sons,  I  am  ^at  a  loss  to  understand,  especially  as 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  explanation.  I  take 
it  for  granted,  from  other  parts  of  the  report,  that 
this  phrase  is  meant  to  apply,  though  applied  in- 
accuraielv,  to  loans  on  stock,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  loans  on  personal  security.  In  thnt 
sense,  without  admitting  our  right  to  regulate  the 
business  of  discounts,  the  surprise  expressed  ap- 
pears to  be  unwarranted.  When  the  loans  on 
personal  security  were  $20,000,000,  the  loans  on 
stock  were  $5,000,000;  when  the  loans  on  per- 
sonal Fecurity  were  $30,000,000.  the  loans  on 
stock  were  $11,000,000;  and  that  proportion 
nevev  was  exceeded.  (See  documents  page  70, 
and  table  43.) 

There  is  still  another  accusation,  which  I  have 
heard  here  and  elsewhere,  and  which,  for  that 
reason,  I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  examine. 
The  "curtailment"  (says  the  report,  page  11) 
"fell,   in   almost  all  cases,  upon  the  business 

{»apef ;"  by  which  is  here  meant  the  paper  for 
oaos  on  personal  security.  The  table  43  fur- 
nishes a  most  conclusive  answer  to  this  allega- 
tion. 

The  greatest  amount  loaned  on  stock  appears  to 

have  been  in  Jan.and  Feb.,  1818  $11.244514  19 

In  Nov.,  1818,  it  was  reduced  to      8,934,712  94 

Reduction  .        .        .      2,309,80125 

The  greatest  amount  loaned  on  personal  security 

was,  in  March  and  April,  1818  $30,318,932  50 

In  November  it  was  reduced  to   •    26,989,992  12 


Reduction 


3,328,940  38 


The  reduction  on  stock  is  beyond  all  proportion 
greater  than  on  the  personal  security  paper. 

Take  another  period—that  given  by  the  commit- 
tee.    In  July,  1818,  the  loans  on  stock  were — 

$10,657,125  85 
November,  1818   ....      8,934,71294 


In  July,  1818,  loans  on  personal  secnrity  were — 

$28,836,670  28 
November,  1818    ....    26,969,992  13 


Reduction 


1,846,678  16 


Reduction 


1,722,412  91 


There  is  another  period  stated,  (June  and  Jal>[t) 
which  gives  a  result  somewhat  different,  but  stiu 
shows  the  stock  loans  to  have  been  more  than 
proportionably  reduced.  The  first,  however,  is 
most  fair,  as  it  ^tves  a  reasonable  range. 

I  have  gone  into  these  details,  sir,  not  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  differing  from  the  Committee,  or 
pointing  out  inaccuracies  in  the  report,  but  to 
avoid  hasty  results,  from  a  superficial  examina- 
tion.   The  conclusion,  so  far  as  we  have  gone, 
is,  that  the  inferences  are  not  warranted.    Every 
measure  is  fairly  accounted  for,  provided  you 
examine  it  upon  its  own  merits,  free  from  the 
prejudice  of  extrinsic  considerations.     I  shall 
trouble  you  no  more  with  particulars  that  must, 
uecessarily,  be  tedious  and  uninteresting.    There 
is  one  allegation  of  the  report,  however,  which 
the  chairman  has  voluntarily  corrected,  admitting 
that  the  language  is  broader  than  he  meant  it  to 
be.    It  is  the  assertion,  in  page  ten,  that  "the 
principal  business  of  the  bank  certainly  has  been 
to  discount  on  notes   secured  by  a  pledge  of 
stock ;"  an  assertion  which,  as  it  stands  in  the 
report,  did  certainly  occasion  some  astonishment. 
It  is  now  explained  to  be  meant  only  of  the  op- 
erations at  Philadelphia.    We  have  no  table  that 
shows  how  much  of  each  kind  of  paper  was  done 
at  Philadelphia,  and;  4herefore,  cannot  fix  with 
any  precision  what  is  to  be  understood  by  this 
vaj^ue  expression, "  the  principal  business."    But, 
is  it  not  easy  to  account,  and  to  account  fairly, 
too,  for  the  fact,  supposing  it  to  be  as  stated^ 
The  largest  loans  on  stock  would  naturally  be 
where  the  largest  quantity  of  stock  was  held,  and 
where  there  was  most  of  that  kind  of  security  to 
offer.     The  largest  loans  were  accordingly  at 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.    The  list  of  sub- 
scriptions to  the  bank  (No.  47)  gives  us  the  fol- 
lowing: At  Philadelphia,  88,529  shares;  at  Bal- 
timore, 40,141 ;  at  New  York,  20,012;  at  Boston, 
24.023.    It  is  worth  remarking,  though  not  di- 
rectly applicable  to  the  present  purpose,  that  at 
Charleston  there  were  25,986  shares  subscribed, 
more  than  either  at  New  York  or  Boston.    At 
Richmond,  16,987  shares;  at  Washington,  12,708; 
and  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  9,587 — nearly  half 
as  many  as  at  New  York.    I  would  remark,  fur- 
ther, with  regard  to  the  loans  on  stock  at  Phila- 
delphia, that  tbev  were  not  confined  to  stock- 
holders In  Philadelphia,  but  a  considerable  part 
of  them   was  for  persons  residing  in  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  who,  from  some  cause  or 
other,  found  it  roost  convenient  to  get  their  loans 
there.    This  is  a  fact  well  known  to  all  the 
committee,  from  whom  I  have  derived  it. 

But  the  heaviest  charge  of  all,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  report,  that  wnich  pervades  and  gives 
a  color  to  the  whole,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is 
of  no  manner  of  importance  in  the  present  in- 
quiry, is  the  charge  of  speculation,  made  against 
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iodiTidoal  direetors  and  officers  of  the  iaslitntioD. 
How  far  it  may  be  justifiable  or  proper  thas  to 
scratinize  the  prirate  transactions  of  men,  in  or- 
der to  fasten  upon  them,  by  what  is  termed  an 
ex  parte  inquiry,  the  imputation  of  an  undefined 
and  undefioahle  offence — to  hold  them  up  to  pub- 
lic odium,  under  the  authoritative  sanction  of  a 
committee  of  this  House — it  would  be  useless 
BOW  to  inquire.    Speculation  and  speculators, 
sir,  are  terms  of  very  ragiie  import,  and  of  rery 
extensive  application.    There  are  speculators  of 
many  kinds — there  are  speculators  in  lands- 
there  are  speculators  in  merchandise — there  are 
speculators  in  manufactures — there  are  specula- 
tors in  stocks;  the  variety  is  iofinitej  and  in  no 
country  upon  earth  greater  than  in  this.    Every- 
thing about  us  invites  to  speculation.    Such  are 
the  resources,  such  the  youthful  energy  of  our 
happy  country,  that  a  man  can  scarcely  apply 
his  labor  or  his  money  amiss;  whererer  he  em- 
ploys them  he  is  sure  of  a  liberal  and  rapid  in- 
crease.   Not  an  axe  sounds  in  the  forest,  without 
add  IDS  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth.    I  should 
like,  then,  to  know,  in  what  the  discrimiaation 
consists,  which  makes  one  kind  of  speculation 
offensive,  and  another  innocent,  if  both  are  per- 
mitted by  law,  and  neither  unfairly  or  fraudu- 
lently conducted.    What  is  tbe  difference  be- 
tween speculating  in  land,  and  speculating  in 
merchai^dise,  or  the  stocks?    Sir,  the  charter 
does  not  prohibit  dealing  in  the  stocks,  either  to 
directors  or  to  the  officers  of  the  institution ;  it  is, 
therefore,  not  unlawful  or  criminal.    The  omis- 
sion, with  respect  to  the  officers,  cannot  have 
been  casual  or  accidental.    If  my  recollection  be 
accurate — I  do  not  speak  positively*— it  was  pro- 
hibited, as  well  as  every  other  kind  of  trading, 
to  the  officers  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  UnitM 
States.    I  know  it  is  prohibited  by  law  in  most 
of  the  State  institutions.    It  is  impossible  that  it 
should  have  escaped  the  attention  of  Congress. 
But  let  us  examine  this  matter,  and  not  be  car- 
ried away  by  general  denunciation.  That  a  man 
might  subscribe,  and  yet  be  a  director,  is  not  to 
be  questioned;  none  but  a  subscriber  could  be  a 
director.    £very  subscription  had  a  view  toprofit 
or  ad  vantage,  and  was  so  far  a  speculation.  Every 
large  subscription  had  a  view  to  profit  by  selling, 
and  the  larger  the  subscription,  the  greater  spec- 
ulator was  the  subscriber,  and  the  more  was  he 
interested  in  advancing  the  value  and  price  of 
the  stock.    Was  be,  on  that  account,  incapacita- 
ted to  be  a  director  1    On  the  contrary,  was  it 
not  thought,  and  with  some  appearance,  at  least, 
of  reason,  that  the  greater  his  stake  in  the  insti- 
tution, the  more  he  would  feel  interested  in  its 
prosperity  ?    Again :  the  committee,  adopting  a 
distinction  I  do  not  very  well  understand,  find  no 
lault  with  a  director  for  buying  or  for  selling. 
And  yet,  is  it  not  most  obvious,  that  the  one  op- 
eration would  make  it  his  interest  to  depress,  and 
the  other  to  raise,  the  price;  that  in  the  one  case 
he  might  buy  as  cheap,  and  in  the  other  sell  as 
dear  as  possible?    The  whole  censure  of  the  re- 
port is  directed  aj^ainst  those  who  bought  and 
sold— who  dealt  in  the  stock.    It  would  be  very 


difikult  to  make  out  that  one  who  thus  dealt  in 
buyinjg  and  selling  was  more  likely  to  be  affected 
by  it  in  his  conduct  as  a  director,  than  one  who 
only  bought,  or  one  who  only  sold.    On  the  con- 
trary,  as  his  interest  would  be  sometimes  on  one 
side,  and  sometimes  on  the  other,  he  would  be 
less  likely  to  be  permanently  influenced,  or  in- 
fluenced at  all.    But  this  is,  itself,  mere  duatter 
of  speculation,  and  speculation  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous sort ;  because  it  subjects  the  conduct  of 
men  to  speculative  examination,  and  to  specula- 
tive conviction.    It  is  a  speculation  upon  char- 
acter, where  there  ought  to  be,  and  where  there 
is,  a  plain  practical  role  that  will  be  sure  to  guide 
us  to  a  safe  result.    Upon  this  part  of  the  subject 
I  wish  to  be  clearly  understood.  The  rule  a  man 
may  think  proper  to  lay  down  for  the  aovern- 
ment  of  his  own  conduct,  is  one  thing ;  the  rale 
he  will  adopt  in  judging  the  conduct  of  others, 
is  another.    If  he  choose  to  fix  a  standard  for  his 
own  government,  no  matter  how  high  he  may 
raise  it,  if  he  aim  at  all  the  perfections  contained 
in  the  table  of  the  illustrious  Franklin,  so  much 
the  better.    If  he  should  fail,  as  he  assuredly 
will,  of  reaching  the  highest  point,  he  will  nev- 
ertheless be  rewarded  for  his  pains.    He  will  pro- 
mote his  own  happiness,  and,  from  the  difficultiei 
he  has  to  struggle  with,  he  will  learn  a  lesson  of 
charity  towards  others,  which  increased  content- 
ment with  himself,  at  every  step  of  his  progress, 
will  every  day  more  and  more  qualify  him  to 
practise.    But  when  a  man  comes  to  judge  the 
conduct  of  others,  let  him  beware  how  he  applies 
to  it  a  severer  rule  than  tbe  law  of  the  land  and 
the  law  of  their  peculiar  condition  has  laid  down. 
Sir;  I  know  nothing,  by  experience,  of  specula- 
tion.   I  have  never  dealt  m  the  stock  oi  this 
bank.    I  have  never  bought  a  share,  nor  sold  a 
share,  nor  been  interested  in  the  purchase  or  sale 
of  a  share.    I  have  never  borrowed  a  dollar  from 
the  bank.    But  I  claim  no  credit  for  forbearance* 
When  I  am  not  here,  endeavoring  to  serve  my 
constituents  according  to  the  humble  measure 
of  my  abilities^  I  am  engaged  in  the  labors  of  a 
profession  which  do  not  consist  with  engage- 
menu  in  trade,  or  dealing,  or  speculating,  or  bor- 
rowing.   These  are  no  part  ot  my  business,  and 
whether  I  abstain  from  them  because  I  think  it 
prudent,  or  because  I  think  it  right — ^from  mo- 
tives of  policy,  or  from  motives  of  a  higher  na- 
ture— is  altogether  indifferent.    I  ehoose  to  ab- 
stain from  them,  and  no  one  has  any  right  to 
inquire  why  I  do  so.  I  acknowledge  that  I  should 
be  wanting  in  consistency  of  character,  and  mi^ht 
be  justly  exposed  to  suspicion,  if,  upon  becoming 
a  bank  director,  I  were  to  abandon  mv  former 
habits  and  occupations,  and  become  a  dealer  in 
money  and  in  stock.    But,  if  you  make  directors 
of  men  whose  daily  business  and  occupation  it 
is  to  trade,  to  buy  and  to  sell,  to  deal  in  stocks 
and  in  money,  and  such  men  are  not  proscribed, 
they  are  indeed  tbe  very  men  who  are  deemed 
best  qualified  to  be  directors— do  you  expect 
them  thenceforth  to  give  up  their  occupations,  to 
purify  themselves  from  the  love  and  desire  of 
I  gain,  in  order  that  they  may  be  qualified  for  the 
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doe  performanee  of  the  trast,  or  escape  the  charge 
of  being  speenlators  and  stockjobbers  ?  It  is  idle 
to  talk  of  it.  Nobodjr  expects  it,  nor  do  I  koov 
that  it  18  to  be  wished.  If  there  is  an^  eril  ex- 
perienced, the  stockholders  haye  power  to  cor- 
rect it  by  election  or  by  law.  Bat,  there  is  a 
plain  practical  rale  upon  this  sabjeet,  safe  and 
sure  in  its  application.  Has  all  this  impated 
speculation  afiected  prejudicially  the  interests 
and  management  of  tne  bank  ?  If  the  trast  has 
been  betrayed,  if  the  bank  has  been  mismanaged 
towards  the  public,  and  the  property  of  the  stock- 
holders sacrificed  to  subserve  the  purposes  of 
speculation,  let  condemnation  fall  with  its  heay- 
iest  weight  upon  those  who  hare  abased  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  them.  This  is  the  question, 
if  we  are  to  discuss  any  question  respecting  the 
management  of  the  bank.  To  this  question  I 
haye  endeayored  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House ;  and  if  the  views  I  have  presented  be  at 
all  correct,  I  think  it  his  been  fully  and  satisfac- 
torily answered. 

Justice  to  those  who  have  had  the  direction  of 
the  bank  requires  a  few  words  more.  Yon  have, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  strongest  positive  evidence  of 
the  sincerity  of  the  directors,  and  of  their  confi- 
dence in  the  administration  of  the  bank.  Did 
they  sell  oat  before  the  fall  of  price  took  place  ? 
With  one  only  exception,  I  believe— any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  can  correct  me,  if  I  am  in 
error— with  one  single  exception,  the  directors, 
who  are  charged  with  speculation,  held  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  at  that  very  time  quite  as  large  if 
not  a  larger  quantity  of  stock  than  they  had  held 
at  any  antecedent  period ;  thus  resting  their  own 
hopes  and  fortunes  upon  the  stability  of  their 
measures.  Again:  the  fall  of  price  itself  was 
owing  to  their  own  acts  of  management-^acts 
that  were  necessary  and  proper,  but  which  they 
must  have  foreseen  would  unavoidably  depress 
the  market.  We  know  full  well  that  it  is  the 
rete  of  dividend  that  chiefiy  regulates  the  per- 
manent price  of  every  stock.  Did  they  ever 
make  an  unjustifiable  dividend  1  It  is  not  pre- 
tended. The  first  serious  impression  made  upon 
the  market,  was  by  the  reduced  dividend  of  three 
and  a  hslf  per  cent,  in  July  last.  I  say  reduced, 
in  comparison  with  the  former  dividends,  which 
had  been  four  per  cent.  That  affected  the  stock. 
Then  came  the  change  in  the  character  of  the 
branch  notes,  which  occasioned  some  uneasiness, 
and  much  unfounded  clamor.  At  the  same  time 
there  was  a  rapid  reduction  of  discounts,  which 
had  the  double  effect  of  lessening  the  prospect  of 
dividends,  and  of  diminishing  the  quantity  of 
ttonejr  in  circulation  ;  both  calculated  to  lower 
the  price  of  stock.  These  were  measures  neces* 
•ary  and  proper  for  the  security  and  safety  of  the 
institution,  now  approved  bv  every  one ;  but  they 
were  all  Pleasures  most  obviously  unfavorable 
to  the  market.  They  were  adopted,  aod  perse- 
yered  in  by  the  directors,  because  they  were  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  who  thus  gave  to  the  public 
and  the  stockholders  the  surest  pledge  of  their 
fidelity  to  the  trust,  and  of  their  determination  to 
give  it  a  preference  to  any  interests  of  their  own* 


Of  the  officers  of  the  instltutioa,  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  say,  that  neither  the  law  nor  the 
stockholders  restrained  them  from  trading,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  in 
any  instance  neglected  or  betrayed  their  duty* 
In  what  I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  the  House, 
I  have  founded  myself  almost  exclusively  upon 
the  documents  furnished  by  the  committee.  Will 
the  House  permit  me  to  say  one  word  from  mr 
own  personal  knowledge  ?  Sir,  I  have  had  foU 
opportunity  to  observe  the  conduct  of  the  late 
president,  (Mr.  Jones,)  and  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  I  believe  no  institution  ever  had  a  more 
honest,  zealoas,  and  devoted  officer.  He  h^ 
sacrificed  his  health  in  its  seryice^  by  incessant 
and  laborious  exertions  to  promote  its  prosperity, 
which  seemed,  indeed,  to  i>e  the  only  object  of 
his  thoughts  and  cares.  I  know  not  who  may  be 
hereafter  placed  at  the  head  of  the  bank,  nor  will 
I  pretend  to  enter  into  any  comparison  of  other 
qualifications ;  but  I  am  sure  that  I  wish  no  bad 
wish  for  the  institution,  when  I  express  a  hope 
that  all  its  future  presidents  mav  be  as  faithful, 
as  honest,  as  industrious,  and  devoted,  as  Mr* 
Jones. 

It  is  time  to  come  to  a  conclusion  of  what  re- 
lates to  the  management  of  the  bank.  Can  I  ask 
more  to  sum  up  the  evrdence  of  its  fidelity,  than 
the  statement  of  the  ^fentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ttlbr,)  that  if  dissolved  it  is  now  able  to 
pay  dollar  for  dollar? 

That  there  have  been  some  errors  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  they  have  been  mere  errors,  such  as 
will  happen,  and  they  have  always  been  on  the 
right  side.  Among  them,  however,  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  practice  of  selling  drafts  to  be  one.  Ic 
is  the  rignt  of  the  bank,  admitted  to  be  so  in  the 
report,  (page  5.)  It  is  perfectly  fair,  and  one  of 
the  most  legitimate  sources  or  profit,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  expressly  indicated  in  the  charter.  Upon 
what  principle,  then,  is  it,  that  what  an  individual 
may  do  without  reproach,  is  not  to  be  done  by 
the  bank?  Why,  having  a  fair  marketable  com- 
modity to  dispose  of,  shall  it  not  sell  at  the  fair 
market  price  ?  Why  should  it  not  in  this  respect 
be  put  upon  an  e<|oal  footing  with  individuals  ? 
Until  these  questions  are  answered,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  say  anything  farther.  A  premium  or 
advance  is  an  indemnity  for  the  remittance  of 
funds,  varying  a  little,  according  to  circum- 
stances. Ougbt  the  bank  to  remit  the  funds  of 
individuals  at  its  own  expense?  It  would  be 
unjast  as  respects  the  bank;  it  would  be  objec- 
tionable as  regards  the  community  $  for  it  would 
open  the  door  for  favoritism  and  partiality.  A 
fixed  rate  (which  the  report,  page  5,  thinks  ought 
always  to  be  observed)  is  plainly  impracticable. 
But  of  this  I  need  6ay  no  more.  It  is  now  set- 
tled upon  its  just  foundation ;  it  is  the  right  of 
the  bank,  and  does  no  wrong  to  any  one,  as  no 
man  is  obliged  to  buy  from  the  bank,  or  sell  to 
the  bank,  but  makes  the  bargain  voluntarily  and 
for  his  own  convenience.  I  am  confident,  how- 
everj  what  the  report  says  in  page  5,  of  the  fluc- 
tuation from  one  to  five  per  cent,  is  incorrect.  It 
must  be  a  mistake. 
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I  forbear  to  trespass  farther  on  the  patience  of 
the  Committee  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
proceed  at  once  to  the  second  general  ground  of 
inottirjT. 

Has  the  charter  been  Tiolated  so  as  to  work  a 
forfeiture?    This  single  question  would  afford 
materials  for  a  verf  copious  discussion— much 
more  copious  than  I  am  disposed  to  undertake, 
after  haYing  already  taken  up  so  much  of  ypur 
time.    I  would  address  myself  first  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  hold  the  opinion  that  Congress  have 
no  Constitutional  power  to  charter  a  bank.  Such 
an  opinion.  I  know,  admits  of  no  compromise, 
but  certainly  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
the  question  that  arises  when  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  a  bank,  and  that  which  presents  itself 
when  it  'u  proi>osed  to  pull  down  and  destroy  an 
established  institution.    The  very  repeal  of  a  law 
admits  its  Constitutional  Taliditj,  for,  if  it  is  un- 
constitutional, it  is  Toid  of  itselr;  and,  therefore, 
a  vote  for  a  repeal  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as 
the  expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  law  is  un- 
constitutional.   I  lay  no  stress  at  this  time  upon 
the  repeated  recognitions^  which  must  now  be 
considered  as  having  definitely  settled  the  con- 
st ruction' of  tbe  Constitution.    Every  one  can 
gf  re  it  its  due  weight.    But,  I  would  ask  gentle- 
men to  remember  that  the  charter  of  this  bank 
received  all  the  Constitutional  sanctions,  was 
^promulgated  to  the  country  and  to  foreigners  as 
*a  Constitutional  law^  and  has  now  been  two  years 
in  force.    Great  interests  are  connected  with  its 
existence,  incalculable  mischiefs,  public  and  pri- 
vate, will  follow  its  repeal,  and  among  them  not 
the  least  considerable  will  be  the  wound  inflicted 
upon  the  character  and  credii  of  the  nation. 
How  shall  we  stand  in  the  estimation  of  foreicn* 
ers?   I  am  afraid  to  follow  out  the  inquiry.    Let 
every  one  reflect  for  hin^ll^  and.  as  he  values 
the  nationalreputation,  so  let  him  decide.    Ican^ 
notj  however,  at  all  understand  the  grounds  upon 
which  gentlemen  who  have  Constitutional  ob- 
jections can  vote  for  a  tdre/adaa.    That  pro- 
ceed ing  distinctly  admits  tbe  legal  existence  of 
the  bank,  and  sends  it  to  the  judiciarv  to  be  tried 
for  its  lite,  to  determine  whether  it  has  not  for- 
feited its  right  to  continue  longer  to  exist— an 
admission  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  opinion 
alluded  to.    But,  of  this,  every  member  must 
judse  for  himself. 

If  Congress  had  a  power  to  incorporate  a  bank,' 
and  have  exercised  that  power  according  to  the 
Constitution,  no  argument  can  be  necessary  to 
prove  that  we  have  no  right  to  repeal  the  charter. 
This  is  a  settled,  established  principle,  founded 
In  the  nature  of  the  power,  and  almost  universally 
eoneeded.  Chartered  rights  are  sacred  things; 
they  are  the  righu  of  individuals,  guarantied  to 
them  by  the  public  authoritv,  and  of  which  no 
lawful  authority  can  deprive  them  but  that  which 
the  charter  itself  prescribes,  or  which  is  implied 
from  its  nature  to  be  exercised  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  chartei,  and  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land*  Any  other  mode  of  proceeding 
to  deprive  this  legal  being  of  existence  would  be 
nn  act  of  lawlessi  anjust  violenoei  as  much  for- 


bidden as  to  legislate  away  the  life  of  a  natural 
being.  That  we  have  a  right  to  send  this  cor- 
poration to  the  judiciary,  there  to  undergo  its 
trial  and  receive  its  judgment,  no  one  can  denr, 
for  so  the  charter  has  expressly  provided.  It  is 
equally  clear,  I  think,  that  we  are  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion.  If  we  are  satisfied  that  the  char- 
ter has  been  so  violated  as  to  work  a  forfeiture, 
still  the  a  uestion  of  exped  iency  is  open.  We  may 
deem  it  for  the  public  interest  to  continue  its  ex- 
istence, without  alteration,  to  organize,  if  its  or- 
ganization has  been  impaired,  to  propose  changes 
in  its  structure,  or  to  let  it  go  down,  and,  if  need- 
ful, raise  up  a  new  institution.  We  are  not  bound, 
even  in  that  case,  in  the  esse  of  a  clear  and  un- 
equivocal forfeiture,  to  send  it  to  trial  and  con- 
demnation. Is  it  not  equally  plain,  that  we  ought 
not  to  send  it  to  trial,  if^we  are  satisfied  that  there 
has  been  no  forfeiture?  Why  expose  ourselves 
to  the  certain  consequence  of  a  failure  7  It  will 
assuredly  not  increase  the  public  respect  for  our 
conduct.  We  may  lose  somewhat  in  the  public 
estimation.  Whv  subject  the  bank  to  the  de- 
structive effect  or  a  protracted  criminal  proceed* 
ing,  when  no  offence  known  to  the  law  has  been 
committed?  A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Tyler,)  calculating  that  such  a  proceeaing  would 
not  be  terminated  in  less  than  eighteen  months, 
says,  it  would  give  time  to  wind  up  the  concerns 
of  tne  corporation,  which,  he  thinks,  might  be 
done  most  advantsgeously  for  the  stockholders* 
He  takes  it  for  granted,  then,  that  the  corporation 
would  be  condemned;  that  a  scire  fiukoB  and 
conviction  are  the  same  thing.  \But  the  officers 
of  the  corporation  will  not  so  consider  it;  they 
are  not  at  liberty  so  to  consider  it ;  they  must  go 
on  and  discharge  their  ordinary  functions  in  xbB 
ordinarv  way.  until  its  doom  shall  be  finally  pro- 
nounced ;  ana  then,  and  only  then,  would  tney 
be  justified  in  commencing  the  arrangements  that 
are  to  follow  ito  dissolution.  Till  then  it  is  a 
subsisting  corporation,  entitled  to  enjoy  all  its 
rights,  and  bound  to  perform  all  its  duties.  But, 
let  us  suppose  a  more  favorable  issue.  Let  us 
suppose  it  to  be  acquitted.  Will  it  pass  through 
tJie  trial  unhurt  ?  This  artificial  being,  though 
it  has  not  precisely  the  same  sort  of  susceptibility 
as  the  natural  being,  is  nevertheless  exquisitely 
susceptible;  it  may  be  wounded,  dangerously 
wounded,  in  its  credit.  This  is  its  living  prin- 
ciple, the  source  of  all  its  healthy  action,  upon 
the  reservation  of  which  the  capacity  to  perform 
its  functions  mainly  depends.  There  it  will  be 
wounded  by  the  mere  institution  of  a  criminal 
proceeding. 
It  behooves  us,  then,  carefully  to  examine  the 

f  round  before  we  determine  to  proceed.  What, 
ask,  then,  is  such  a  violation  of  the  charter  as 
will  work  a  forfeiture?  The  report  admits  that 
there  is  a  distinction  io  this  respect,  and  that 
there  may  be  violations  or  non-compliinces  which 
do  not  forfeit.  It  must  be  so.  Every  act  that  b 
forbidden  by  any  law  which  it  is  bound  to  obey, 
every  failure  to  do  what  any  such  law  requires, 
no  matter  how  minute,  or  to  what  cause  owing, 
is  a  violation  or  non*compliance  with  the  char- 
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ter.    It  surely  will  not  be  pretended  that  every 
such  yiolation  or  non-compliance  amounts  to  a 
forfeitare,  no  more  than  tnat  every  such  act  or 
omission  by  an  individual  would  merit  the  pun- 
ishment of  death.    The  act  done  may  be  void, 
l>ecause  it  is  illegal;  it  may  incur  a  particular 
penalty,  because  it  is  to  a  certain  extent  criminal 
but  it  will  not  therefore  amount  to  a  forfeiture—^ 
the  extreme  punishment  for  extreme  offence. 
What,  then,  I  repeat,  is  such  a  violation  ?   In  the 
first  place,  it  is  oovions,  from  the  charter  itself, 
(section  7,  23,)  that  it  must  be  an  offence  of  the 
corporation.    The  acts  or  defaults  of  officers, 
servants,  or  agents,  do  not  necessarily  work  a  for- 
feiture.   Neither  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  error, 
mistake,  or  even  every  species  or  misconduct  wili 
4  cause  a  forfeiture.    It  can  only  be  by  such  de- 
parture from,  or  neglect,  or,  if  you  please,  viola- 
tion of,  the  fundamental  and  vital  laws  of  its  or- 
ganization, as  incapacitates  the  corporation  to 
perform  its  duty,  or  does  of  itself  determine  its 
existence.    These  offences,  if  they  are  so  to  be 
termed,  can  be  reached  or  redressed  by  no  other 
means.    If,  for  instance,  an  election  had  not  been 
held  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  eighth  section, 
without  the  saving  provision  of  that  section,  there 
could  have  been  no  election  at  all,  and,  for  want 
of  an  integral  and  vital  part  of  its  organization, 
the  corporation  would  have  ceased  to  exist.    The 
charter  itself  has  made  the  distinction.    In  the 
ninth  article  of  the  eleventh  section,  the  corpora- 
tion is  expressly  prohibited  from  dealing,  except 
in  certain  enumerated  articles,  and  among  them 
is  public  debt.    In  the  tenth  article^  it  is  prohib- 
ited from  making  loans  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  particular  States,  beyond  a  limited  amount. 
It  would  violate  the  charter  if  it  were  to  offend 
against  either  of  these  articles.    What  then  ?    Is 
the  charter  forfeited?    No.    The  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  sections  establish  the  sanction  for  these 
prohibitions,  by  providing  specific  penalties  to 
be  infiicted,  not  upon  the  corporation,  but  upon 
the  individual  transgressors.    In  the  seventeenth 
section,  also,  the  penalties  are  denounced  for  re- 
fusing to  pay  specie. 

To  sustain  the  contrary  doctrine,  the  gende- 
xnan  from  Virginia  has  quoted  and  relied  upon 
the  famous  proceeding,  by  quo  warranto^  arainst 
the  city  of  London,  in  the  time  of  Charles  11.  It 
is  a  bad  precedent  from  bad  times.  Sir.  the  ad- 
ministration of  private  justice,  in  England,  be- 
tween man  and  man,  has  for  a  long  time  flowed 
in  a  clear  and  steady  current.  You  may  gener- 
ally appeal  with  safety  to  the  precedents  it  af- 
fords. But,  when  you  come  to  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings In  Crown  causes,  you  will  err  most 
lamentably  unless  you  are  aided  by  the  light  of 
contemporaneous  historjr.  Is  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
precedent  he  has  quoted  for  our  imitation  and 
adoption?  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  refer  him 
to  tne  historian  for  an  account  of  it.  It  occurred 
in  the  year  1683,  at  a  time  when  the  roval  pre- 
rogative, already  most  alarmingly  extended,  was 
abusing  the  power  it  had  derived  from  the  cir- 
cumstancea  that  attended  and  followed  the  resto- 


ration, to  obtain  an  unlimited  ascendency.  To 
break  down  and  crush  the  spirit  of  the  city  of 
London,  was  a  favorite  and  important  part  of  this 
system.  The  charges  against  the  city  were  two. 
The  markets  had  been  destroyed  by  the  fire  of 
1666,  and  new  ones  rebuilt,  with  many  conve- 
niences. To  defray  the  expense,  a  small  tax  had 
been  assessed  upon  goods  brought  to  market. 
This  was  the  foundation  of  the  first  charge.  The 
second  and  real  ground  was,  that  the  city  of  Lon* 
don,  always  on  the  side  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  opposed  to  the  arbitrary  extension  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  had  addressed  the 
King  against  the  prorogation  of  Parliament.  **The 

<  office  of  judge  was  at  that  time  held  during 
'  pleasure,  and  it  was  impossible  that  any  cause, 
'  where  the  court  bent  its  force,  could  ever  be 
'  carried  against  it."  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to 
know  how  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  was  signi- 
fied in  the  instance  referred  to,  he  may  find  it  in 
the  book  he  has  used,  at  page  — ' — ,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:   *<  Memorandum.   That  when  the  de- 

*  mtirrer  in  this  case  was  joined,  viz.,  Mich.  Term. 

*  34  Car.,  2,  Mr.  Sergeant  Pemberton  was  Chief 

*  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.    But,  before  Hilary 

*  Term,  that  it  came  to  be  argued,  he  was  re- 

*  moved,  and  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 

*  Bench,  and  Sir  Edward  Saunders,  who  had  been 

*  counsel  for  the  King  in  drawing  and  advising 

<  the  pleadings,  was  made  Chier  Justice  of  tha 

<  King's  Bebch.''  The  bloody  Jeffries  was  the 
next  Chief  Justice.  Does  any  gentleman  still 
think  this  a  precedent  to  be  offered  to  our  imita- 
tion? I  will  then  beg  leave  to  tell  him  further, 
that  this  decision  took  place  in  the  very  year 
whose  annals  art  stained  with  the  blood  of  Rus- 
sell and  of  Sidney.  It  is  one  of  the  dark  and 
atrocious  offences  committed  by  a  dependent  and 
corrupted  judiciary,  under  the  forms  of  justice, 
at  the  instigation  of  the  Crown,  which  history 
has  long  since  consigned  to  distinguished  infamy. 
It  is  one  of  a  series  of  arbitrarv  and  oppressive 
acts  that,  rousing  the  spirit  of  a  brave  and  injured 
people,  finally  expelled  the  Stuarts  from  the 
throne  of  Bngland,  and  caused  the  revolution  of 
1688.  The  corporation  of  London  was  of  course 
condemned,  and  the  King  availed  himself  of  the 
decision  to  grant  a  new  charter,  which  he  took 
care  to  adapt  to  his  own  views,  of  repressing  the 
spirit  of  London,  and  curtailing  its  lioerties.  All 
the  corporations  of  England— all,  guilty  or  inno- 
cent, convinced  that  if  the  most  powerful  body 
of  the  kingdom  had  sunk  under  a  contest  with 
a  corrupted  judiciary,  executing  the  arbitrary 
wishes  of  the  Crown^  resistance  on  their  part 
would  be  vain— came  in,  surrendered  their  char- 
ters, the  security  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and 
accepted  such  new  charters  as  the  Crown  would 
condescend  to  ffive,  paying  for  the  privilege  of 
being  robbed  of  their  rights  such  sums  of  money 
as  the  Crown  thought  proper  to  exact.  The  rev- 
olution gave  independence  to  the  judges.  One 
of  the  first  acts  of  the  Government  that  succeeded, 
was  to  declare  this  decision  illegal  and  void,  (Z 
W.  &  M.,  8.  1,  c.  8.)  By  the  judioianr  it  wae 
never  respected ;  but,  in  all  questions  arterwarda 
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arising,  the  oid  charter  was  eoosidered  as  having 
always  eontioaed  in  force.  What  is  the  laogoage 
of  modern  and  sound  authority  in  England  ?   "  A 

*  judgment  of  ouster  against  mayor  and  aldermen, 

*  does  not  Missolre  a  corporation.  God  forbid, 
'  says  an  English  judge,  that  the  rights  of  the 
Mnnocent  should  be  lost  and  destroyed  by  the 
'  offence  of  indiridnsb.  When  a  corporation  ex- 
'  ists,  capable  of  discharging  its  functions,  the 

*  Crown  cannot  obtrude  a  new  charter  upon 
'  them.''  Thus  repudiated  and  reprobated  in 
England — thus  condemned  by  its  hi8tor3r,  as  well 
as  by  its  association^  are  we  to  adopt  this  prece- 
dent ?  The  violation  of  charters  has  ever  been 
deemed  an  enormous  grievance.  It  was  one  of 
our  complaints  against  England,  and  thought 
worthy  to  be  introduced  into  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  where  it  stands  enumerated  among 
the  solemn  causes  that  led  to  the  separation. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  add  further,  before  I  ex- 
amine the  particular  offe noes  imputed,  that  where 
a  violation  has  taken  place,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  it  will  work  a  forfeiture,  if  there  be  a  specific 
remedy,  redress,  or  penalty.  A  forfeiture  in  that 
case  is  unnecessary. 

I  shell  touch  very  briefly  upon  the  several  im- 

Euted  offences  contained  in  the  report,  not  only 
ecaase  I  have  already  trespassed  too  long,  but 
because  the  principles  I  have  submitted  go  far  to 
settle  them,  and  also  because  they  have  already 
been  folly  and  satisfactorily  answered  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  (Mr.  Lowmdbs.) 

The  first  of  these  eharges  relates  to  the  two 
millions  of  public  debt  purchased  by  the  bank  for 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  think 
it  clear  that,  in  the  question  with  the  Treasury, 
the  bank  was  in  the  right ;  and  the  obvious  mode 
of  correcting  th^  error  that  has  occurred,  would 
be  to  pay  to  the  bank  the  $54,000  lost  by  passing 
the  stock  to  the  commissioners  at  par.  ]3ut  no 
one,  I  think,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  can  hes* 
itate  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  TioJation  of 
the  charter,  and  every  one  will  admit  that,  if 
there  had  been,  the  Gbvernment  could  not  com- 
plain, having  been  a  party,  with  (nil  knowledge, 
to  the  transaetion,  and  enjoyed  all  the  benefit  of 
it.  The  object  of  the  charter  was  to  prevent  the 
bank  from  purchasing  to  keep  or  to  sell— that  is 
to  say,  purchasing  for  its  own  use*  It  purchased, 
in  this  instance,  for  the  Treasury;  it  passed  the 
stock  immediately  to  the  commissioners,  and  all 
the  peculiarity  or  the  case  consists  in  the  single 
circumstance  that  it  received  from  the  Qovern- 
ment  (54,000  less  than  it  paid.  It  is  needless  to 
spend  time  on  this  item ;  tor,  if  there  has  been  a 
violation,  there  is  a  remedy  for  it  by  the  charter, 
to  be  enforced  under  the  charter,  and  not  by  de- 
stroying the  charter. 

The  second  imputed  violation  is  what  relates 
to  the  non-payment  of  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
instalment.  There  is  some  apparent  confusion 
UDon  this  subject  in  the  report,  and  there  is  one 
plain  mistake.  It  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  facts  accurately,  before  we  attempt  to  reason 
upon  them.  In  page  7  of  the  report  it  is  stated, 
'Vthat  tho  amount  of  specie  in  the  bank  in  Feb- 


'  roary,  1817,  was  $1,724,109;  324^000  more  than 
'  the  coin  part  of  the  first  instalment,  and  which 

*  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  been  received 
'  for  the  second  instalment."  The  inference  is^ 
that  only  $324,000  in  coin  had  been  received  for 
the  second  instalment.  This  seems  to  be  coo  trap 
dieted  by  the  statement  in  page  6.  The  commit- 
tee there  say,  "  the  loans  were  to  be  confined  to 

*  aid  the  payment  of  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
^  instalment,  on  the  shares  which  had  4>een  sub- 
'  scribed  at  the  places  where  ofilces  were  then  in 

*  operation — New  York,  Boston,  and  Baltimore.''^ 
They  then  add,  that  the  total  amount  of  these  loans^ 
at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  was  $338,250; 
that  at  New  York  and  Boston  they  were  '*  to  a 
very  trifling  amount,  if  any;"  and  that,  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  the  coin  part  of  the  instalment 
was  paid  in  coin.  The  view  of  the  committee 
would  prove,  that  all  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
instalment  had  been  paid  in  coin,  excepting 
about  S338,250.  We  ha?e,  however,  the  clearest 
proof  of  the  real  state  of  the  fact  in  table  V, 
among  the  documents. 

It  appears  from  that  table  that,  in  February, 
1817,  there  were  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  m 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  New  York,  and  Balti- 
more, in  specie,  exactly  what   the  committee 

state $1,724,109  06 

But  there  were,  at  the  same  time. 

due  from  the  commissioners  for 

receiving  subscriptions,  9^,559,- 

764  05,  the  coin  part  of  which 

must  have  been  received  in  coin, 

and  would  be  rather  more  than    2,000,000  00 

Making  together        -       -    3,724,109  00 
The  total  amount  in  coin,  required 
for  the  second  and  third  instal- 
ment, was         ....    4,200,000  00 

So  that  the  total  deficiency  arising 

from  discounts  at  Philadelphia, 

Boston,  New  York,  and  mlti- 

more,  did  not  exceed  ...    475,991  00 

Of  which  there  were  in  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore 9338,250. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  amount  is  much  lesa 
than  seems  to  have  been  supposed ;  that  it  cooUl 
not  have  occasioned  the  necessity  of  importation 
^  to  supply  the  deficiency  the  evasion  had  occa- 
sioned f  that  it  oould  not  have  injured  the  punc- 
tual stockholders,  nor  materially  affected  the 
operations  of  the  bank.  On  the  contrary^  it 
may,  I  think,  be  assumed  as  probable,  that  the 
mere  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  this  accommo- 
dation might  be  obtained  kept  down  the  price  of 
specie,  and  really  benefited  the  stockholders,  as 
well  as  contributed  to  bring  about  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments.   • 

But,  small  as  it  is,  there  is  a  much  stronger 
ground  of  justification.  I  allude  not  now  to  the 
circumstance  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by 
Congress  at  the  time  of  these  traqsaetions,  and 
they  not  only  escaped  censure,  but  appeared  to 
be  approved.  That  would,  and  ought  to  be,  an 
answer  here— for  Congress  might  then,  by  inter- 
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poking,  bare  arresud  the  proceeding.  Bat  the 
necessity  which  then  juetioed  it  ia  the  sight  of 
Congress  still  affords  it  a  justificatioD.  The  bank 
was  Dound  to  go  into  operation  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  April,  1817.  It  was  the  wish  of 
the  Qorernment,  rounded  upon  the  exigencies  of 
the  public,  that  it  should  commence  much  sooner; 
and,  yielding  to  that  wish,  it  did  commence,  be- 
fore the  second  instalment  was  payable.  What 
were  its  operations?  RecelYing  depositee,  dis- 
counting, issuing  paper— ^ach  of  which,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  disabled  it  to  enforce  the  precise 
literal  terms  of  subscription.  They  could  not 
refaae  to  djsoount  for  a  stockholder,  merely  be* 
aause  he  was  a  stockholder ;  they  could  not  refuse 
to  receive  their  own  notes,  or  checks  upon  the 
bank,  as  equivalent  to  coin.  Tblit  would  have 
been  absurd— as  they  were  bound  to  pay  coin  for 
them }  and  would,  besides,  haye  been  a  substan- 
tive violation  of  charter.  They  might  have 
refused  the  notes  of  State  banks;  yes,  they  might, 
but  what  would  have  been  the  consequence? 
They  must  have  violated  the  compact  that  had 
been  entered  into,  and  thrown  everything  into 
confnsion.  y  I  am  discussing  the  matter  as  if  it 
were  established  that  they  did  receive  the  notes 
of  State  banks.  It  does  not  appear  whether  they 
4id  or  not.  And,  after  all,  what  harm  has  been 
done  ?  Is  the  bank  in  a  worse  condition,  or  the 
public  injured  ?    It  cannot  be  pretended. 

The  third  item  of  complaint  is  too  small,  in 
itself,  to  merit  mucJi  attention.  It  appears  (Doc- 
uments, page  114)  that  dividends  to  the  amount 
of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars 
jwere  paid  to  four  stockholders,  who  had  been  in 
difault  when  the  dividends  were  declared.  There 
is  an  unintentional  ambiguity  in  the  mode  of 
stating  the  charge,  in  the  report,  which  might 
kiduoe  a  belief  that  the  instalment  had  not  been 
{Maid  at  the  time  of  paying  the  dividend.  From 
the  documents  it  will  be  seen  that  the  instalment 
was  paid,  and  that  interest  was  changed  upon  it 
from  the  time  when  it  became  payable.  The 
Utmost  loss  that  could  have  been  incurred,  would 
have  been  the  difference  between  four  per  cent. 
and  three  per  cent,  for  six  months ;  equal  to  three 
toadied  and  sixty-five  dollars.  It  was  not:  per- 
tops,  so  much;  for  the  interest  was  prooablv 
aharged  up  to  the  time  of  paying  the.  dividend, 
which  was  more  than  six  months.  Whether 
these  payments  were  made  by  mistake,  or  whether 
there  were  any  peculiar  circumstances  to  justify 
them,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  inquired  into, 
and  cannot  be  ascertained.  But  every  one  must 
be  satisfied,  that,  whether  the  payment  was  in- 
tentional, or  whether  it  was  by  mistak^whether 
it  was  right,  or  whether  it  was  wrong — the  con- 
sequences cannot  extend  beyond  those  who  were 
concerned  in  it.  The  money  might,  perhaps,  be 
secovered  back,  or  the  officer  be  charged  with  it 
as  a  wrongful  payment.  It  can  never  forfeit  the 
charter. 

The  onlv  remaining  article  is  that  which  re« 
gards  the  elections— particularly  the  first.  This 
charge  is,  in  substance,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  that  votes  were,  received  whieh  the  com* 


mittee  beliere  to  have  been  illegal,  and  that  die 
judges  of  the  election,  and  directors  and  officers 
of  the  bank,  "perfectly  well  knew  the  facts.'' 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  made 
them  illeffal.  As  there  were  no  directors  till 
after  the  first  election,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can 
be  implicated  In  the  charge,  so  far  at  least  as 
relates  to  that  election.  But,  waiving  that,  aad 
waiving  too  the  inquiry  whether  the  judges  had 
any  right  to  refuse  the  votes,  (a  very  doubtful 
matter,  to  say  the  least  of  it,)  let  us  examine  the 
matter  a  little  more  closely,  with  a  view,  not  to 
its  foundation  in  fact,  but  to  its  leffal  results.  I 
have  never  understood,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  any 
number  of  illegal  Totes  will  make  an  election 
Toid.  There  are  circumstances  that  will  undoubt- 
edly avoid  an  election.  If  an  armed  force,  of 
soldiers  or  others,  were  to  surround  the  polls,  and 
by  violence,  or  the  menace  of  violence,  prevent 
the  electors  from  voting,  or  otherwise  interfere 
with  the  free  exercise  of  their  franchise,  the 
election  ought  to  be  held  void.  But  the  mere 
circumstance  of  illeffal  votes  being  received,  is 
of  no  importance,  unless  the  election  is  contested. 
And  what  is  then  the  rule  ?  The  chairman  of 
the  Ck>mmittee  of  EUections  will  answer  that 
question.  Where  the  election  is  by  ballot,  the 
illegal  votes  are  all  deducted  from  the  majority. 
Suppose  there  is  still  a  majority,  is  the  election 
void  ?  No.  The  ^highest  on  the  return  is  the 
person  elected.  Suppose  there  was  no  opposing 
candidate,  is  the  election  questionable  ?  I  believe 
we  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Again, 
sir,  suppose  the  election  not  to  be  tested— the  re- 
turned member  takes  his  seat,  and  holds  it  till 
his  term  of  service  has  expired.  Is  his  right 
afterwards  questionable,  or  the  validity  of  the  acts 
he  has  done?  I  have  never  so  understood  it. 
These  are  the  ordinary  rules  applicable  to  such 
cases.  How  do  they  apply  here  ?  Illegal  votes, 
it  is  said,  were  received.  Was  there  any  oppo- 
sition, or  were  all  the  votes,  leffal  and  ille^l, 
given  for  the  same  ticket?  Was  the  election 
contested  ?  Has  not  the  time  for  contesting  it 
gone  hy  ?  Supposing  it  still  open  to  contests- 
can  any  one  inform  us  how  many  legal  and  how 
many  illegal  votes  were  given,  or  what  would  be 
the  state  of  the  poll  if  the  illegal  votes  were  de* 
ducted  from  the  majority  ?  These  are  matters 
necessary  to  be  ascertained  in  the  first  instance ; 
and  until  they  are  ascertained,  at  all  events,  the 
election  is  good,  and  the  acts  done  under  it  valid* 
Even  where  an  election  is  contested,  the  returned 
candidate  takes  his  seat,  and  holds  it,  with  all 
its  rights^  Totiny  and  acting  with  others,  iratil  the 
contest  18  decided.  But,  again;  was  it  erer 
heard  that  the  mere  fact  of  receiving  illegal  votes 
at  the  election  of  corporation  officers,  was  a  for- 
feiture of  the  charter  ?  Every  corporation  in  the 
United  States  might  tremble  if  that  were- the 
law  No:  You  may  inyalidate  the  election  be* 
fore  the  proper  tribunal— you  may  set  it  aside. 
The  judiciary  may  inqoire  into  it— may  expel 
those  who  nave  been  introduced  by  illegal 
means— may  introduce  those  who  have  been  by 
illegal  means  kept  out.    These  are  the  appropri- 
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ate  aad  all-toffidi«iit  ren«dict.  whiek  we  have 
frequent! f  seen  emplofed.  ana  employed  with 
efitct.  They  apply  directly  to  the  evil  where  it 
is  found— correct  that  evil--hat  leave  the  inno- 
cent corporation,  and  the  innocent  corporators, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  which  these 
remedies  are  intended  to  preserve,  and  not  to 
destroy. 

I  had  intended  to  have  noticed  the  propositions 
brought  forward  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee. It  would  be  nnpardooable  to  consnme  more 
of  the  time  of  the  House.  A  single  remark  upon 
I  hem  and  I  have  done.  Among  those  proposi- 
tions there  are  several  that  would  be  highly  ad- 
irantageous  to  the  bank.  If  they  were  offered  to 
ita  free  acceptance,  perhaps  tbey  would  be  accept- 
ed. Bot,  under  the  threat  of  a  idrefacioBf  they 
ooght  not  to  receive  a  moment^s  consideration. 


ToMOAT,  February  23. 

Mr.  H.  Nelsou,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  William 
Proot  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  before  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  the  District  of  Colombia,  against 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
to  direct  a  defence  therein.''  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  and  tne  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Uommittee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Brook 
and  Edmuud  P.  Kennedy ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Orderedj  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  other 
matters,  to  them  referred  at  the  present  session, 
upon  wnich  they  have  not  actet^  and  that  the 
same  be  iaid*on  the  table. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Riob,  reconsid- 
ered the  voteof  yeaterday  which  rejected  the  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Reed ;  and 
the  bill  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

The  enffrossed  bill  soppleoaeaiary  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  benefit  of 
WiUiam  Prout  was  read  the  third  tiane,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  reg- 
ulating passenger  ships  and  veasels  were  taken 
up^  and  agreed. to— one  of  them  with  an  amend** 
aaent. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  follow 
iDg  titles,  to  wit :  ''An  act  to  repeal  part  of  all 
act  passed  on  the  S7ih  day  of  February,  1613; 
entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating 
the  Post  Office  Establishment;''  ''An  act  for  the 
benefit  of  Jacob  Parkill ;"  and  "An  act  respect- 
ing the  transportation  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale, 
or  to  be  held  to  labor^'^-in  which  bills  they  ask 


the  coneurrenee  of  this  Honce. 


FRANKING  PRIVILEOE. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  extend  the  priv* 
ilege  of  fracking  letters,  dbe.,  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  during  tbe 
recen  of  Congress. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tall- 
MADoi,  by  including  in  its  provisions  tbe  Speaker 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Garnbtt  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  provisions  of  the  bill  freeing  from 
postage  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  certain 
officers  of  agricultural  societies.  This  motion 
was  lost ;  and, 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative ;  and  the  bill  of  course 
rejected. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  imfn  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
in  the  chair,)  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States— Mr.  JoHiiaoii'e  resolution  for  re- 
pealing the  charter  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SsBOBAMT  concluded  the  argument  which 
he  commenced  yesterday— occupying  to*day 
more  than  two  hours  in  defence  of  the  tuink — ^as 
given  entire  in  the  i)receding  pages. 

Mr.  PiVDALL  again  rose.  He  was  (he  said) 
sensible  of  the  attention  with  which  the  House 
had  already  indulged  him  in  this  debate.  He 
would  therrfore  consumb  bot  a  little  more  of  its 
time,  in  replying  to  some  of  the  grounds  which 
had  been  occupied  with  so  much  skill  and  ad- 
dress by  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolution 
for  the  repeal  of  the  bank  charter.  The  gentle- 
men from  Sooth  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania,  (BIr. 
LowN UBS  and  Mr.SBRGBANT,^  who  had  displayed 
so  much  ability  on  this  occasion,  had  been  unable 
to  discover  any  fault,  not  even  the  most  venial 
sin,  in  the  bank;  on  the  contrary,  they  find  it 
covered  with  virtues  and  perfection,  and  occu- 
pying a  station  almost  superhuman.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  yielded  his  a[K 
plause  to  the  bankj  for  its  disinterested  generosity 
in  aiding  the  credit  of  the  State  banks  i  as  an  in- 
stance of  which,  the  gentleman  had  quoted  the 
agreement  of  the  31st  January,  1817.  with  the  re^ 
ceiving  banks,  when  he  imagines  tne  interest  of 
the  institution  would  have  dictated  a  refusal  of 
that  agreement,  whereby  the  notes  of  the  State 
banks  would  have  been  refused  at  the  Treasury, 
and  discredited  by  the  public:  so  that  the  Na«- 
tional  Bank  woald  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  confidence  and  business  of  the  country.  If  ow, 
said  Mr.  P.,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  after  the 
receipt  of  the  first  instalment,  the  bank  found  it- 
self the  owner  of  only  j|l,800,000  in  specie,  and 
that  a  secret  understanding  subsisted  between  the 
dtfectors  and  stockholders,  whereby  the  subse- 
quent specie  instalments  were  to  be  evaded. 
Whilst  I  admit,  that,  if  the  credit  of  the  State 
beaks  could  have  been  totally  destroyed,  thb  coun- 
try would  have  been  forced  to  torn  its  confidence 
and  address  its  business  to  the  National  Bank,  I 
insist  that  the  hank  was  not  in  a  eondition  te  re* 
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spond  to  the  coofideDct  or  busiocss  of  the  eoun« 
tiT.  It  would,  on  the  cessatioo  of  the  currency 
or  State  paper,  have  been  involved  in  the  neces- 
sity of  emaoatioff  its  notes  to  supply  the  vaeaum 
occasioned  by  the  banishment  of  State  paper; 
and  to  have  ventured  on  that  measare  as  sud* 
denly  as  the  crisis  woald  have  required,  most 
have  insured  certain  ruin,  as  it  could  not  have 
commanded  the  snecie  to  redeem  such  abundant 
issues,  which  would,  however,  have  been  speedily 
returned  to  it  for  specie,  by  the  numerous  State 
banks,  that  must  and  would  have  combined 
against  their  common  enemy. 

Had  the  bank  divided  and  distributed  all  the 
specie  it  possessed,  at  an  early  period  after  its 
commencement,  among  its  fifteen  branches,  and 
issued  its  paper  in  the  quantities  requsite  to  supply 
a  currency,  a  few  weeks,  or  indeed  days,  would 
have  emptied  the  vault  of  its  last  dollar,  or  obli* 

ged  it  to  withold  the  payment  of  specie,  and  there- 
y  reduced  its  credit  to  the  level  of  the  State 
banks.  Why,  then,  is  the  bank  applauded  for  its 
forbearance  of  a  rlgqr  to  which  it  never  dared  to 
resort,  or  praised  for  a  moderation  to  which  it 
was  confined  by  its  own  delinqoencv  nnd  weak- 
ness? To  the  charge  that  the  bank  had  resorted 
to  usurious  practices,  in  loaning  post  notes  pay- 
able at  sixty  days,  at  an  interest,  as  ihooflh  the 
money  had  been  immediately  advanced,  when  in 
fact  it  would  never  be  advanced  by  the  bank,  as 
Ihe  borrower's  notes  would  be  payable  as  soon  as 
the  post  notes,  and  that  there  was  no  authority  to 
suppress  such  extortions,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  replies,  showing  the  great  con- 
venience of  post  notes  for  transmission  by  mail, 
in  lieu  of  specie,  and  the  security  they  afford 
against  losses,  as  tney  were  not  payable  to  bearer. 
But  I  ask,  whether  this  answer  should  be  urged  ? 
The  bank,  on  the  loan  of  silver  dollars,  should 
only  be  entitled  to  the  same  interest  to  which 
others  are  entitled.  Post  notes  are  more  conve< 
Blent  than  dollars ;  and  if,  on  account  of  that  con- 
venience, the  bank  may  receive  more  than  le^l 
interest,  it  may  also  receive  more  than  le^al  in- 
terest on  loans  of  its  own  ordinary  bank  bills,  for 
they,  to^,  are  more  convenient  for  transmission 
than  silver.  THere  Mr.  Lowhdeb  explained,  stat- 
ing that  his  ol>servaxions  had  been  applicable  to 
the  resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  30ih  Janoarv, 
1817,  which  only  seemed  to  authorize  the  ad- 
vanee  of  post  notes  at  sixty  days,  when  payable 
at  a  place  other  than  that  at  which  they  were 
issoeo.]  I  am  apprized,  said  Mr.  P.,  of  the  dis- 
tinction in  this  respect,  between  post  notes  pay- 
able where  issued,  or  at  a  different  place ;  and 
that  on  the  latter  an  additional  sum  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  bank,  equal  to  the  premium  on  ex- 
change. But  I  do  not  concur  with  the  {gentleman 
fiom  South  Carolina,  in  his  interpretation  of  the 
bank  resolution  of  the  30th  January,  1817,  nor 
will  I  criticise  that  resolution  to  find  its  literal 
import,  for  the  same  bank  that  made  the  resolu- 
tion had,  or  at  least  assumed,  the  right  to  inter- 
pret its  own  resolution,  and,  as  it  appears  by  the 
report,  did  issue  post  notes  payable  at  the  place 
wbere  issued,  and  on  these  post  notes  did  receive 


an  unjust  and  uaiawfol  gain.  The  gentleman 
has  not  denied,  that  the  post  note  of  $20,000,  at 
sixty  days,  the  loan  of  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
report,  was  payable  at  the  place  where  issued* 
But,  suffer  me  to  yield  to  the  gentleman's  con- 
struction of  the  bank  resolution  of  30th  January, 
1817,  that  is  to  say,  that  it  only  warranted  the  is- 
suing of  post  notes  payable  at  different  places  than 
where  issued,  and  mark  the  consequences.  Then, 
as  we  know  that  such  notes  payable  at  the  place 
of  issuing,  were  loaned,  there  was  either  some 
other  resolution  to  warrant  these  loans,  or  there 
was  not.  If  there  was  another  resolution  to  war- 
rant these  loans,  that  other  resolution  subjects 
the  bank  to  every  criminal  imputation  that  ic 
would  have  been  subjected  to  in  case  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  30th  January,  1817,  bad  authorized 
the  same  same  unlawful  loans.  But  if  there  was 
no  other  resolution  to  authorize  such  loans,  yet,  as 
we  know  the  loans  were  made,  the  bank  incurred 
a  still  greater  turpitude  by  resorting  to  an  illicit 
practice,  and  adroitly  omitting  to  spread  any  re- 
solution or  distinct  account  of  it,  on  the  journal 
of  its  proceedings;  hiding  the  transactions  from 
the  Government,  which  had  reserved  the  right  of 
examining  all  its  transactions.  It  is  possible  I 
have  not  understood  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  when  on  this  head  he  re- 
ferred to  the  statement  of  the  cashier.  That  offi- 
cer deposes,  that  post  notes  were  directed  to  be 
issued)  on  application,  at  sixty  days,  to  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  discounts,  if  required. 
This  certainly  had  a  reference  or  at  least  was  ap- 
plicable to  post  notes  payable  at  the  same  place; 
they  were  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
discounts,  which  ousht  to  have  been  ready  money 
to  the  borrower,  and  would  of  course  afford  un- 
just gain  to  the  bank,  unless  it  had  directed  the 
borrower's  note  to  bear  date  at  the  end  of  the 
sixty  days,  when  the  post  note  woCild  be  equal  to 
cash,  which  direction  the  bank  never  gave. 

The  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina 
has  shown  us  the  22d  and  23d  sections  of  the  act 
of  incorporation.  By  the  22d  section,  in  case  the 
bank  did  not  commence  operations  by  April,  1817, 
Congress  were  authorized,  within  twelvemonths, 
to  declare  the  charter  void.  But  this  section  cer- 
tainly does  not  prove  that  Congress  can  under 
no  other  circumstances  repeal  the  law.  It  was 
inserted  as  a  restraint  on  the  bank,  and  not  as  a 
limitation  of  legislative  authority.  It  was  a  pen- 
alty denounced  in  ierrorem  to  hurry  the  bank  to 
its  duties. 

The  22d  section  designates  the  event  on  which 
Congress  may  annul  the  charter,  and  the  23d  sec- 
tion, the  circumstances  under  which  the  court 
may  annul  it  by  judgment.  But  if  we  have  shown 
that,  without  either  of  these  sections,  Congress 
would  have  possessed  power  to  repeal  the  act  of 
incorporation,  that  power  is  not  impaired  by 
either  section ;  for,  if  either  Gkivernment  or  an 
individual  having  a  right  is  entitled  to  a  remedy 
or  certain  means  of  justice  and  thereafter  a  law 
be  made  conferring  a  new  remedy  without  say- 
sing  anything  of  his  previous  rights,  the  Govern- 
ment or  individual  will  have  his  election  to  pur- 
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sae  the  old  or  new  reviedjr,  the  latter  being  cod- 
sidered  as  cumulative.    This  propoaitioa  is  suffi- 
eientlv  evident  to  all  professional  gentlemen.   If, 
then,  It  were  possible  for  the  Fourteenth  Congress 
to  make  a  law  to  bind  and  govern  the  Fifteenth 
Congress,  yet  it  has  not  attempted  to  do  so  by  the 
22d  or  23d  sections,  which  the  Qoveroment  may 
resort  to  as  a  cnmalative  remedy  against  abuses 
of  charter,  or  assert  the  prior  and  unimpaired  pow* 
er  of  repeaiiog  the  law.    Ask  me  why  the  32d 
section  was  inserted  ?    I  answer,  to  prompt  the 
bank  to  an  early  operation.    Ask  me  why  the 
23d  section  of  the  scire  facias  was  enacted  1    I 
answer,  to  enable  the  eotiVts  to  repeal  (he  char- 
ter.  But,  do  you  ask,  why  then  a  power  to  repeal 
was  not  reserved  to  Congress  ?    The  answer  is 
plain.    It  was  unnecessary  to  give  to  Congress  a 
power  it  already  possessed.     If  this  Congress 
does  not  possess  the  power  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  cannot  derive  it  from  the  gift  or  grant  of 
the  Fourteenth  Coneress.    The  gentleman  from 
Delaware  (Mr.  MoLahe)  opposes  oor  power  to 
repeal  the  act  of  incorporation  bv  deductions  from 
the  principles  of  the  common  law,  which  he  al- 
leg;es  are  applicable  in  construing  the  charter.* 
Having,  myself  embraced  a  view  of  this  question 
which  places  me  in  opposition  to  that  gentleman, 
it  is  not  my  province  to  warn  him  of  the  strong 
force  he  must  contend  with  here,  in  supporting 
his  negative  proposition  on  common  law  princi- 

S lea  only.  There  are  many  gentlemen  on  the 
oor  who  think  with  my  colmgoe  (Mr.  John- 
bom)  that  there  is  no  common  law  appending  to 
the  Federal  Qovernment,  on  the  ground  that  the 
common  law,  being  different  in  different  States, 
is  not  sufficiently  uniform  for  adoption  by  the 
Gbneral  Qovernment,  which,  extending  itself  over 
all  the  States,  finds  no  common  law  coromensu- 
fate  with  its  surface.  Although  I  disapprove  of 
this  doctrine,  I  shall  not  discuss  it,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  and 
myself  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  common  law ;  but  I  cannot  avoid 
the  remark  of  the  peculiar  applicability  of  the 
reasons  for  neffativtng  the  common  law,  to  the 
interpretation  of  this  charter,  for,  if  the  extension 
of  any  measure  of  the  National  Qovernment  into 
several  States  annuls  the  force  of  the  common 
law  as  to  that  measure,  because  the  common  law 
being  different  in  the  respective  States,  would  be 
productive  of  conflicting  constructions  of  the 
same  public  measure,  how  can  the  common  law 
have  any  application  to  this  charter,  which  is 
made  to  exist  in  every  State  of  the  Union  7  If  this 
be  so,  the  gentleman  will  find  himself  opposed  by  all 
who  deny  the  common  law.  But  the  gentleman 
is  incorrect  in  his  common  law  argument,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  have  the  support  of  those 
who  subscribe  to  the  force  of  that  law.  He  ad- 
mits that  every  corporation  must  be  subject  to 
some  visitatorial  authority,  and  that  Congress  is 
the  visitor  of  this  bank,  as  the  King,  through  the 
King's  Bench,  or  Parliament,  is  of  civil  corpora- 
tions in  England.  [Mr.  MoLamb  explained.  He 
had  argued  that,  if  Congress  had  the  visiutorial 
power,  it  would  not  follow  that  it  could  not  de- , 


stroy  the  corporation,  but  he  had  not  admitted 
that  Congress  had  the  visitatorial  power,  and  he 
doubted  whether  it  could  be  said  to  possess  it.j 
I  had  mistaken  the  gentleman,  continued  Mr.  P., 
and  accepting  bis  meaning  as  now  explained,  his 
error  remains:  he  contended  that  the  visitatorial 
authority  could  only  punish  or  correct  abuses  of 
corporations,  and  could  not  destroy  them  ;  and  in- 
Btapced  the  King's  Bench,  which  was  the  visitor 
of  lay  corporations,  and  yet  could  not  destroy 
them.  The  Kins's  Bench,  however,  can,  ana 
frequently  does,  for  sufficient  cause,  destroy  as 
well  as  correct  the  corporate  bodies.  It  corrects 
by  tnandamwf,  and  destroys  by  quo  vHxnwnio*  If, 
then,  Congress  has  the  visitatorial  power  over 
the  bank,  it  may,  for  sufficient  cause,  repeal  the 
law  of  incorporation ;  and  that  Congress  is  the 
visitor,  I  am  convinced,  by  considerations  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  submit  on  Thursday-. 

The  Gk)vernment  of  the  United  States  sus- 
tains a  two-fold  capacity  in  its  relations  to  the 
bank  corporations:  first,  the  Government  is  a 
co-partner  in  trade  with  the  other  subscribers, 
and  the  owner  of  70,000  shares  of  the  capital 
stock;  and,  if  it  stood  only  in  the  relation  of  part- 
ner, would  be  legally  as  well  as  morally  subject 
to  municipal  law  eonally  with  the  other  stock- 
holders. But,  secondly,  the  Qovernment,  in  its 
sovereign  capacity,  cannot  be  subjected  against 
its  will  to  municipal  law ;  for  municipal'  law  is 
subject  to  it,  and  enacted,  repealed,  or  modified, 
by  it.  The  frequency  of  forensic  debate  on  the 
constitutionality  of  State  laws,  prepares  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  for  the  admission  of  an  erro- 
neous principle  as  regards  this  Government ;  for, 
while  the  Constitution  expressly  prohibits  any 
State  from  the  passage  gf  laws  imjMiiring  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts,  it  imposes  no  such  inhibi- 
tion on  Congress.  Adam  Smith,  or  some  other 
popular  writer,  informs  us  that  one  of  the  petty 
sovereigns  of  Italy  entered  a  partnership  with  a 
Jew  to  Keep  a  wine  cellar,  and  for-  a  dirision  of 
profits,  dbc.  Had  the  sovereign  refused,  on  clos- 
ing the  concern,  to  account  according  to  munici- 
pal law,  all  would  exclaim  at  the  injustice,  but 
no  one  would  doubt  his  power  or  sive  the  Jew  a 
right  to  control  him  by  municipal  force,  which 
would  be  in  that  instance  to  convert  the  Jew  into 
the  sovereign. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  something  oppressive,  some* 
thing  painful,  cruel,  and  almost  horrid,  in  the 
very  idea  of  a  Qovernment  being  a  partner  in 
trade,  and  at  the  same  time  legally  exempt  from 
the  rales  of  municipal  justice,  which  usually  gov- 
ern such  concerns ;  nor  can  you  be  relieved  from 
this  disagreeable  idea  by  seeking  to  subject  sov- 
ereignty to  the  physical  and  legal  force  of  a  mu- 
nicipal law,  because  it  would  then  cease  to  be 
sovereign.  Even  yet  some  oppressive  wrong 
seems  to  haunt  the  question,  or  the  subject  in 
which  the  question  originates ;  it  is  the  last.  It 
is  wrong,  radically  wrong  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that  Qovernment  should  combine  in  partnerships 
of  trade  with  its  subjects  or  citizens,  inasmuch  as 
the  relations  of  such  concern  are  controlVed  by 
laws,  to  which  the  sovereign  is  not  subject.   The 
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QoTerDment  is  a  partner  in  trade,  may  lock  to 
distant  and  enormous  Bpeeulations,  and  in  itssor- 
ereign  capacity  enact  laws  to  secure  the  result  of 
anch  views,  and  proving  too  mighty  for  all  com- 
petitors, and  having  enriched  the  trading  com- 
pany, finds  no  power  on  earth  of  sufficient  abil- 
ity to  enforce  instice  against  it,  on  a  settlement 
of  the  partnership.  My  views  on  this  part  of  the 
subject  must  not  be  misconstrued.  I  insist  that 
the  legislative  power  may  repeal  as  well  as  make 
all  laws,  including  laws  of  incorporation.  And 
the  objection  that  such  a  power  is  suscepuble  of 
abuse  or  perversion  is  untenable,  for  that  would 
operate  to  show  that  there  was  no  legal,  civil,  or 
political  capacities,  whether  Legislative,  Execu- 
tive, or  Judicial,  as  any  of  them  may  be  perverted. 
But,  having  acquired  or  derived  a  legal  and  prop- 
er'fKiwer  or  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter, 
I  then  will  meet  gentlemen  in  a  concurrence, 
that  we  are  bound  by  the  precepts  of  justice  ana 
morality  in  the  exercise  oi  our  powers  and  juris- 
diction. The  imprudence  of  creating  or  sub- 
scribing to  the  corporation  has  no  weight  with 
me  ;  for,  in  the  exercise  of  our  legitimate  powers, 
we  should  not  by  compulsion,  but  of  choiee,  be 
governed  by  the  same  roles  of  justice  as  individ- 
uals. The  bank  charter,  if  a  contract,  was  en- 
tered into  freely  on  the  part  of  Government;  and 
thereby  imposed  a  moral  obligation,  to  which 
Government  will  adhere,  while  that  obligation 
remains.  But,  when  the  conditions  of  the  incor- 
poratinfif  law  are  forfeited,  and  its  fundamentals 
Tiolated,  by  the  party  now  demanding  a  per- 
formance, as  has  been  done  with  respect  to  this 
charter,  I  say  the  moral  obligation  has  ceased  to 
exist. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  our  destitution  of  power  to 
repeal  the  act,  alleging  that  it  is  a  contract ;  and 
yet  they  are  willing  to  pass  a  law  so  to  modify 
the  charter  as  to  prevent  future  abuses;  but,  u 
w^  are  yet  bound  by  it  as  a  contract,  it  cannot  be 
modified  by  Congress.  How  can  Congress,  (if 
these  gentlemen  reason  correctly,)  being  but  one 
party,  modify  its  contract  without  the  consent  of 
the  other  party  ? 

The  gentlemen  from  Delaware  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Messrs.  MoLane  and  Sergeant,)  who 
are  bgtb  opposed  to  the  resolution  before  us,  seem 
to  concur,  and  yet  conflict  most  strangely  with 
regard  to  the  same  source  of  argument.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  in  answer  to  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Ttleb,)  travelled  into  the  history 
of  the  ancient  English  decisions  concerning  the 
violation  and  forfeiture  of  charters,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  those  decisions  were  made 
in  evil  times,  and  under  the  influence  of  corrupt 
motives.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  speak- 
ing also  in  opposition  to  our  resolution,  produced 
and  read  a  modern  elementary  law  boox,  which 
he  affirmed  contained  correct  principles^  and  sup- 
ported his  position.  Tet,  sir,  the  doctrine,  with 
regard  to  corporations,  found  in  the  modern  book 
of  my  friend  from  Delaware,  and  so  highly  ex- 
tolled by  him,  consists  of  the  same  identical  prin- 
eiples  of  the  old  English  decisions,  condemned  as 
wicked  and  corrupt  by  my  friend  from  Penasyl- 1 


vania.  Not  only  so,  but  the  old  reports  which 
are  so  corrupt  and  detestable  in  the  eyes  of  oor 
opponents,  are  quoted  by  the  modem  writer  whom 
they  applaud,  as  the  authority  on  which  he  ad- 
vances the  very  doctrine  of  corporations  on  which 
they  seem  to  rely. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  quotes  a 
number  of  circumstances  in  support  of  ais  opiii'- 
ion,  that  the  judgment  of  the  King's  bench,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  which  virtually  revoked 
the  charter  of  incorporation  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, was  obtained  by  political  intrigue,  and  to 
serve  the  King,  who  wanted  money,  and  conld 
get  it  for  a  new  city  charter,  in  case  the  old  one 
was  revoked.  I  am  unwilling  and  vexed  to  find 
such  imputations  -cast  on  the  ancient  common 
law  tribunals  of  our  ancestors.  Such  charges  are 
not  proved  or  probable.  But  let  the  decision,  and 
the  report  of  the  case,  which  is  now  in  this 
House,  speak  for  themeelves.  The  charter  em- 
powered the  corporation  of  the  city  only  to  make 
by-laws,  rules,  dbc.,  for  the  government  of  itself, 
its  officers,  and  its  citizens;  but  the  corporation 
usurped  and  exercised  the  power  of  imposing 
taxes  on  all  the  subjects  of  Ungland,  and  indeed 
on  aliens,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
who  should  visit  the  city ;  in  troth,  the  corpora- 
tion thereby  usurped  sovereign  authority,  claim- 
ing, and  actually  ^nforctnff  a  power  which  could 
only  be  exercised  by  the  King  and  Parliament 
Yet  the  gentleman  rrom  Pennsylvania  thinks  this 
circumstance  so  trivial  as  to  be  almost  innocent, 
and  is  so  astonished  at  the  decision  of  its  being  a 
violation  of  the  charter,  that  he  can  only  account 
for  it  by  the  imputation  of  intrigue  and,  corrup- 
tion to  the  English  Government  and  judges.  The 
gentleman  has  informed  us  that  King  Charles  II. 
wanted  and  received  money  for  a  new  charter  of 
incorporation  of  the  city.  And  did  the  King  re- 
ceive  money  for  a  charter?  And  was  this  an 
evidence  of  corruption  ?  Let  the  question  be  an- 
swered. The  King  received  money  for  a  charter  1 
and  his  conduct  in  this,  it  seems,  we  abominate. 
Now,  sir,  you  may  define^  turn,  examine,  and  re- 
examine this  money— this  price  of  the  charter-*- 
as  you  please,  and  you  will  find  it  was  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  &onti^-the  very  thing  of 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  when  addressing 
you  on  Thursday— and  only  diflfers  from  the  iMHina 
the  speculators  of  the  United  Sutes  Bank  offered 
and  paid  to  this  Government,  in  this,  that  this 
Government  agreed  to  receive  a  million  and  an 
half  of  dollars  as  the  price  of  iu  chaher,  whereas 
the  King  was  more  moderate,  and  received  a  leas 
sum  for  his  charter.  Then,  the  merit  or  demerit 
of  selling  chartered  privileges,  exists  not  in  the 
thing  itself,  but  in  the  personages  concerned; 
thus,  it  was  honorable  in  this  Goverument  to  re- 
ceive a  bonus  for  a  charter,  but  abominable  in  the 
English  Government  to  do  so. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  insists  that 
no  offence  of  the  board  of  directors,  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank,  can  be  imputed  as  a  viola- 
tion of  charter,  inasmuch  as  the  directors  are  not 
the  corporation,  for  the  subscribers  are  the  cor- 
poration, and  that  the  offence  must  be  by  them* 
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Bat  how  is  this  1  The  boord  of  direcion  are  ihe 
authorized  ageote  and  reprfienlatiret  of  tbesab- 
scribers,  aod  the  sobecribers,  like  all  other  moD, 
are  accountable,  not  only  for  their  own  conduct, 
hot  for  the  acts  of  their  agents;  henee,  by  the 
gentleman's  own  principles,  the  board  may  vio- 
late the  charter.  The  board  of  directors  has  the 
sole  and  exclasire  control  of  the  corporation  and 
all  its  concerns,  and  if  the  corporation  is  not  ac^ 
countabie  for  their  actions,  there  can  be  no  sach 
thinf  as  a  violation  of  charter  \  the  constitution 
itself  coald  in  no  shape  be  reached,  and  would 
consequently  be  superior  to  all  law,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  the  Gk)Ternment  of  the  country.  Is  it 
possible  that  the  subscribers  must  receire  all  the 
advantages  of  the  management  of  the  board,  and 
abide  by  none  of  the  disadvantages  of  that  man- 
agement ? 

The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  appre* 
bends  that  a  dissolution  of  the  bank  will  involve 
the  Treasury  in  embarrassments.  I  acknowledge 
the  Treasury  has  found  its  operations  \m  some 
meaanre  faciliuted  by  the  bank;  but  these  aids 
are  not  of  magnitude,  and  could  be  obtained  from 
other  sources — for  instance,  extend  to  the  receiv- 
ing banks  of  the  States,  (and  some  of  them  are 
certainly  solvent^  the  advantages  that  have  been 
affi>rded  to  the  United  States  Bank,  by  leaving 
the  public  moneys  in  their  vaults,  as  a  capiul  to 
deal  with,  until  wanted  bv  the  Treasury,  which 
would  afford  a  continual  depositee  and  would  be 
what  is  afforded  to  this  bank,  and  those  banks 
would  doubtless  agree  to  pay  the  moneys  in  any 
part  of  the  country ;  and,  as  the  receiving  banks 
would  be  in  different  quarters  of  the  Union,  it 
would  not  be  always  necessary  for  each  of  them 
to  pay  money  at  the  most  remote  points.  Besides 
this  Sbdvantage  to  the  National  Bank,  Gfovernment 
pays  it  annually  $350,000,  the  interest  on  the 
$7,000,000  subscribed  to  it.    But  this  $350,000 
per  annum,  or  part  of  it,  is  expected  to  be  refund- 
ed in  the  shape  of  the  Gbvernraent  Bank  divi- 
dends; and  this  Government,  discarding  its  own 
dignity  and  old-fashioned  simplicity,  enters  the 
counting-house,  and  becomes  a  partner  with  a 
company  of  money  changers  and  speculators,  to 
save  a  pennj^  to  offset  against  the  small  wastage 
of  transmitting  moneys  from  place  to  place  within 
iu  own  limits.    Gkntlemen  treat  this  important 
aubieet  as  an  aibir  merely  between  the  stock- 
holders and  the  Treasury,  and  as  if  the  public 
were  not  to  complain  whibt  these  other  two  par- 
ties were  content.     It  should^  however,  be  re- 
membered that  Congress,  having  acknowledged 
its  own  right  to  errant  bank  charters  for  the  public 
good,  granted  this  charter  to  a  few  iodividoals, 
with  many  ezclnsive  privileges,  and  tied  its  own 
hands  from  granting,  or  shut  the  people's  mouths 
from  asking  any  other  charter  for  twenty  years, 
on  the  ground  that  this  exclusive  charter  would 
enable  its  possessors  to  afford  the  country,  as  well 
as  the  Treasury,  facilities  and  comforts  to  which 
they  had  before  oeen  strangers.    And  now,  when 
the  people  find  themselves  disappointed,  and  in- 
quire or  their  Representatives  for  the  recompense 
they  were  to  receive  for  the  grant  (tf  these  ex-> 


elusive  privileges,  at  the  expense  of  their  coo^ 
mon  rights^  they  are  to  be  informed  that  their 
importunities  are  idle ;  that  they  have  no  concern 
with  the  subject,  and  that  none  are  to  inquire  of 
it  but  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  stock- 
holders, bank  directors,  brokers,  &c 

Mr.  Babboub,  of  Virginia,  succinctly  stated  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the 
resolution  to  repeal  the  charter. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  briefly  replied  to 
Mr.  Barbour;  when  the  Coinmittee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Weoheboay,  February  24. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Patuxent,  in  Rhode  Island,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  jRnd  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Poimobxtbr,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  designate  the 
boundaries  of  districtS|  and  establish  land  ofBces 
for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore 
offered  for  sale  in  tbe  States  of  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana," reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  tbe  biu  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Poii^DBXTBB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  respecting  the  location  of  cer- 
tain sections  of  land  to  be  granted  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  State  of  Indiana."  reported 
the  same  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plbasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affitirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  live-oak  timber  for  naval  purposes,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur^ 
chase  of  live-oak  timber  for  building  small  ve^ 
sels  of  war. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  ia 
committed  the  btU  to  reduce  the  duties  on  ear- 
tain  wines^  and  to  declare  free  of  duty  books 
printed  in  foreign  languages,  were  disohaiged, 
and  the  bill  waslaid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbimblb,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, any  information  which  may  be  in  his  pow- 
er, touch iDg  the  causes  of  the  imprisonment  of 

White,  an  American  citize0|  at  Buenos 

Ayres. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Purkill; 
An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  on  the 
27th  day  of  February,  1813,  entitled  ''An  act 
in  additioB  to  an  act  regulating  tbe  Post  Office 
Ostabliahmettt ;"  and,  An  act  reapeeting  the  trana- 
portaaoB  of  peiacaa  of  color,  fof  sale  or  to  be  haU 
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to  labor,  were  severally  read  twiee,  and  referred ; 
the  first,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  the  sec- 
ond,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads ;  and  the  third,  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Jodiciary. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  M.  Brook  and  Edmund  P.  Ken- 
nedy,'' was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House,  en« 
titled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1819,"  with 
amendments.  Thev  have  also  passed  bills  and  a 
resolution  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  An  act 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department;  An  act  in  addition  to  *'An  act 
eoncerning  tonnage  and  discriminating  duties  in 
certain  cases;"  An  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of 

Siraey;  and,  a  resolution  requesting  the  Presi* 
ent  of  the  United  States  to  employ  an  artist  to 
ascertain  the  latitude  of  96  degrees  30  minutes 
north,  on  the  west  bank  of  Tennessee  river;  in 
which  amendments,  bills  and  resolution,  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

LONGITUDE  OP  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  November  last,  the  me* 
morial  of  William  Lambert,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied with  a  ioini  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  astro- 
nomical observations  to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the 
longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  Chj  of  Wash- 
ington, from  some  known  meridian  in  Europe; 
which  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  subject  of  a  first  meridian  for  the  United 
States  was  presented  by  the  memorialist  to  the  oon- 
aideration  of  Congress  in  the  month  of  December, 
1809,  on  which  a  select  committee  of  this  House  made 
a  report  on  the  28th  of  March,  1810.  The  memo- 
rial and  other  papen  relating  to  it  were  afterwards 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  also  reported 
fiivorably  thereon,  but  no  decision  of  Congress  had 

Jet  been  had.  In  the  present  caae,  the  committee 
ave  attentiTelj  examined  the  subject ;  and,  to  en- 
able them  more  fully  to  satisfy  themaeWes  of  the 
•cenracy  of  the  calculationB,  they  have  made  appli- 
catioB  to,  and  leostTed  the  opinions  in  writing  of, 
scientific  gentlemen,  in  difierent  parts  of  the  United 
States,  which  accompany  this  report  It  reats  with 
Congress  to  determine  on  the  utility  of  establishing  a 
first  meridian,  in  conformity  to  the  practice  of  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  which 
appear  to  have  considered  the  object  of  sufficient 
importance  not  only  to  authorize  observatories  to  be 
erected,  and  furnished  with  suitable  instruments  and 
other  apparatus,  at  the  Seats  of  Government,  or  some 
other  convenient  places  within  their  respective  domin- 
ions, bnt  aa«n  appendage  of  sovereignty,  which  they 
are  not  disposed  to  relinquish. 

The  committee  believe  that  if  a  general  meridian 
could  be  fixed,  by  the  consent  of  all  Powers  materiallj 
hiterested  in  the  pursuits  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
it  wonld  be  attended  with  advantages  whidi  the 
eataWishment  of  many  meridians  would  not  afibrd. 


Bnt  this  desirable  coincidence  in  opinion  and  practieo 
ii  not  within  our  control,  and  probably  never  will 
take  place. 

Tour  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  would 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  seienoe  and  national  credit 
to  fix  a  first  meridian  for  the  United  States  somewhere 
within  their  territories ;  and  as  the  Capitol  was  origi- 
nally contemplated  by  the  plan  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington for  that  purpose,  it  may  be  proper  to  select  it, 
or  some  convenient  place  in  its  vicinity. 

The  committee  will  not  take  upon  themselves  to 
recommend  that  an  observatory  be  erected,  bnt  they 
deem  it  advisable  to  comply  so  for  with  the  request  of 
Uie  memorialist  as  to  submit  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Reaokfed,  bv  the  Senate  and  Eouee  of  Rqtreeenia-' 
fleet  of  the  Vhited  States  of  Atneriea  in  Congrem 
aseemSied,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutss  be 
requested  to  canse  such  number  of  astronomical  obser* 
vations  to  be  made,  by  methods  which  may  in  hie 
judgment  be  best  adapted  to  insure  a  coireet  determi- 
nation of  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol^  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  from  Greenwich  or  some  other  known 
meridian  in  Eun^ ;  and  that  the  data,  with  accurate 
calculations,  or  statements  founded  thereon,  be  laid 
before  Congress  at  their  next  session. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

r 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itkelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States- 
Mr.  Spbmobr  rose  and  spoke  more  than  four 
hours  in  defence  of  the  report  of  the  Bank  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of    Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows:  Mr.  Chairman,  like  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  last  up  upon  this  question,  1  merely 
want  to  give  briefly  my  reasons  for  my  vote,    i 
have  heard  much  said  about  the  correct  and 
incorrect  management  of  the  bank,  and  of  the 
expediency  and  inexpediency  of  its  measures ; 
but,  sir,  upon  all  occasions  of  this  nature  my 
inquiries  are  directed    to  the  constitutionality 
or  unconstitutionality  of  the  institution — of  ita 
moral  or  immoral  tendency.    And,  sir,  I  do  think 
that  the  President  and  directors  of  the  United 
States  Bank  deserve  my  thanks,  not  for  their 
correct  management  of  the  public  funds;  no,  sir, 
but  for  their  prompt  and  decisive  manner  of  giv- 
ing to  their  country,  at  one  view,  almost  their 
teiher^s  length  of  venality  and  corruption,  to 
which  their  measures  must  inevitably  tend,  and 
thereby  enabling  me  decisively  to  determine  the 
side  I  ouffht  to  take  upon  the  question  now  be- 
fore us.    1  can  no  longer  doubt  that  the  United 
States  Bank  is  an  engine  of  favoritism — of  stock- 
jobbing—*of  creatina   and  attaching  additional 
consequence  to  cash,  already  too  powerful-H>f 
depressing  merit,  and  giving  to  money  virtue's 
true  reward;  and,  what  I  hate,  if  possible,  worse 
than  that,  of  coupling  the  destiny  of  this  fair 
Republic  to  a  detested  monarchy— ^f  binding  in 
adamantine  chains  the  blessed,  innocent  lainl^  of 
America  to  accursed,  corrupt  European  tigers. 
Yes.  sir  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Sank 
of  tke  United  States  have  convinced  me  that  ail 
banking  systems  have  a  direct  tendency  to  de- 
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press  the  iDdigenc  and  seeessiioas,  aod  add  to 
wealth  afflaenee— to  afflaenee,  power  aod  domi* 
natioB  ;  and  this  teBdency,  Xmn'g  in  direct  hoe* 
tiiitf  10  the  princi[desof  eqaalitf.and  in  support 
of  those  principles  we  know  that  tne  bland  bosom 
of  the  land  of  our  fathers  has  been  bathed  in  our 
fathers'  blood.  Tou  know,  sir,  that  our  fathers- 
nay,  some  of  us,  have  fought  and  bled  to  make 
our  country  free,  and  permanently  establish  the 
principles  of  impartial  equality,  with  this  view 
of  the  subject  how  can  I  hesitate  ? 

Mncb,  to  be  sure,  has  been  said  about  com- 
merce. Is  commerce  to  be  seriously  affected  by 
a  revocation  of  the  charter  ?  If  so,  I  am  sorry 
for  it  Fair  and  honorable  commerce  is  uaeful 
10  the  nation.  Bat,  sir,  shall  we  refrain  from  the 
curtailment  of  a  commerce  which  is  well  known 
to  press  hard  upon  the  sacred  plant  of  liberty  ? 
Wnat  said  our  lathers,  in  our  Revolutionary  war, 
of  the  comparative  yalue  of  wealth  to  equality  ? 
I  remember  to  have  heard  the  fathers  of  three 
JiODoraUe  Yirffinia  gentlemen,  now  of  this  House, 
^ivhen  advised  by  what  is  called  a  prudent,  cau- 
tious, mercantile  man,  not  to  lavish  their  ample 
fortunes  on  the  American  contest,  unhesitatinglj 
reply:  If  the  expenditure  of  all  my  fortune  will 
be  instrumental  to  the  liberty  of  mv  country, 
thankfully  shall  it  go,  and  then  I  shall  leave  my 
children  an  inheritance  more  truly  valuable  than 
all  the  wealth  of  Chili,  Mexico,  and  Pern;  and 
such  were  the  sentiments  of  the  |>atriots  of  that 
day.  Oh,  Nelson  I*  never  will  this  poor  old  6ol« 
dier  forget  thjr  benevolence:  that  very  coat  thy 
patriotic  charity  bestowed,  he  had  on  his  knap- 
8ack*galled  back  when  the  good  Marquis  de  Lafa- 
yettef  thus  accosted  him:  **My  little  soldier,  had 
you  ever  the  small  pox  T  He  said,  "  No."  The 
Marquis  said,  *'You  are  then  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose I  wanted  youfor."  The  soldier  replied,  **The 
amall-pox  cannot  hurt  me  when  executing  the 
orders  of  my  General."  I  will  not  tell  what  the 
Marquis  said  upon  that  occasion ;  but  I  will  most 
positively  assert  that  I  would  not  take  (old  as  I 
am,  and  as  nuiny  children  as  I  have)  one  hun- 
dred shares  in  the  United  States  Bank  for  it.  I 
hope  this  honorable  Committee  will  not  take  my 
mention  of  this  little  matter  as  an  evidence  of 
my  vanity;  for  I  really  intended  it  as  an  apology 
to  the  cool,  dispassionate,  calculating  genUemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  for  my  unwil- 
lingness to  exchange  the  sentiments  of  Henry 
for  the  feelings  of  Hook,t  or  even  Jamy  Cowan. 

*  General  Thomss  Nelson,  of  Torktown,  Virginia, 
sacrificed  a  laige  fortune  in  fhmishing  soldiers  wjth 
equipments  necessary  for  their  active  service. 

tThe  Marquis  de  La&yette,  when  following  the 
British  army  from  Richmond,  Virginia,  to  York,  en- 
camped some  days  in  Massay's  old  field,  with  expec- 
tation that  the  enemy  might  give  him  battle.  He 
there  requested  General  Robert  Lawson  to  send  him 
an  ofiloer  to  execute  a  secret  order.  Upon  that  ocea- 
•ion  the  conversation  passed  between  the  yoang  sd- 
dier  and  his  GeneraL  The  smaH-pox  was  in  tUehmond. 

X  Bee  Wirt's  Life  of  Patrick  Henry.  Hook,  a  toiy, 
brought  suit  agsinst  Venable,  for  impressing  beef. 
Cowan  his  attorney ;  Henry  for  defendant. 


I  never  shall  forget  the  feelings  I  had  whea 
a  poor,  unprotected  orphan  boy  \  and,  therefore, 
hope  tne  vote  that  we  may  give  upon  this  occa- 
sion may  keep  the  patriot  soldier's  son  from  wish- 
ing his  gallant  father  had  been  a  tape-seller,  or  a 
stock-jobber,  instead  of  a  meritorious  soldier. 
We  cannot  stop  this  overwhelming  influence  of 
money.  Captain  Henry,  who  got  $50,000  for 
betraying  his  master's  secrets,  will  stand  as  high 
in  public  estimation  as  Thomas  Nelson,  or  old 
Benjamin  Harrison,  *  who  spent,  each  ef  tnem,  at 
least  9^*000  in  their  country's  cause,  without  a 
hope  of  remuneration. 

I  will  now  say  a  little  to  my  Virginia  friends 
about  State  rights.  It  was  but  the  other  dar 
that  the  whole  country,  from  the  extreme  soutn 
line  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Ohio  river,  down 
that  river  to  its  mouth,  up  the  Mississippi  to  ita 
head,  and  aU  the  country  south  and  west  of  thoet 
boundaries,  was  in  a  blaze,  about  the  destiny  of 
negroes  that  may  be  hereafter  bom.  And  wny? 
Because  the  South  and  West  members  thougnt, 
and  I  think  rightfully,  too— inde^l  I  know  it— 
that  the  Bast  and  North  members  were  infringing 
on  their  State  ri|;hts,  and  wished  to  legislate  upoa 
property  exclusively  belonging  to  the  South  and 
West.  Where  is  now  fled  our  flaming  zeal  for  sa- 
cred State  righu?  It  cannot  be  smothered  in  bank 
paper.  Here  is  a  proper  occasion  to  brine  it 
forth.  What  are  we  about  to  do  this  day  1  Can 
we  say  our  State  rights  are  not  endangered  by 
the  United  Suites  Bank?  Have  we  not  got  rea- 
sons to  believe,  from  the  known  complexion  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  that  that  court  will  determine 
that  the  United  States  Bank  have  a  right  to  ex- 
tend her  branches  over  every  individual  State  In 
the  Union,  and  that  the  States  have  no  right  to 
prune  them  ?  This  fact  I  do  know,  that,  if  an 
unwelcome  guest  was  palmed  upon  me,  I  should 
think  mv  individual  righu  a  little  trespassed 
upon  if  I  could  not  at  least  charge  him  lor  his 
accommodation.  When  we  were  borrowing  men 
ney  from  old  England  to  put  our  mammoth  bank 
in  motion,  strange  to  me  that  we  did  not  think  of 
the  condition  of  the  thousands  of  poor,  miserable 
British  slaves^  who,  long  before  this,  would  have 
broke  their  chains  had  they  not  baye  been  riveted 
by  the  baneful  influence  of  the  banks.  I  wished 
to  hava  said  more  upon  this  subject  |  but,  knov^ 
ing  that  in  historical  and  bank  knowledge  I  am  far 
beneath  those  gentlemen  who  have  gone  before 
me,  or  may  follow  after,  I  shall  submissively 
decline  all  farther  observations. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Johmson,  of  Virginia,  as  follows : 

•*Seiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciai7 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
*An  act  to  incorpomte  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  SUtes,'  psssed  April  10, 1816." 

And  decided  in  the  negative*->yeas  23. 

After  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  charter  had 


*  Governor  Harrison  ^nl  an  ample  AvUme  in  the 
cause. 
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passed  in  the  negative,  the  Chair  annoanced  the 
teirefacioLi  as  tne  next  subject  in  order  before 
the  Cfommittee. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  he  had  only  risen  to  ask 
the  qaestion  to  be  taken.  As  he  had  offered  this 
resolution  directing  a  scire  fac%a»  to  issue,  it  was, 
perhaps,  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself  to  ex- 
plain nis  views  and  discuss  the  whole  subject  at 
large.  He  was  prepared,  he  said,  to  do  so,  but 
at  this  late  day  of  the  session,  and  late  hour  of 
the  day^  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  him  to  in- 
trude himseff  upon  their  patience;  more  especial- 
ly, too,  when  it  is  manifest  that  the  House  is 
anxious  to  get  forward,  and  despatch  business  in 
relation  to  public  service  which  could  not  be  pre- 
termitted. 

This,  he  said,  was  the  first  time  it  had  become 
his  duty  to  vote  upon  the  bankioff  power,  and,  as 
the  constitutional  question  is  involved  in  tne  prop* 
ositiOns,  he  ought,  in  justice  to  himself,  state  dis- 
tinctly the  opinion  which  would  govern  his  vote, 
and  for  that  purpose  only,  he  would  crave  from 
the  Committee  a  momentary  Indulgence. 

He  had  just  voted,  he  said,  to  repeal  the  char* 
ter,  because  it  was  his  fixed  and  settled  opinion 
that  there  was  no  power  in  the  Constitution  un* 
der  which  Congress  could  create  the  corporation, 
The  distinction  between  express  and  implied 
powers  was  well  understood,  and  the  principles 
used  as  auxiliaries  to  assist  In  expounding  the 
infitrument  had  been  agreed  on  all  sides.  He  had 
searched,  he  saidj  in  vain  for  an  express  banking 

Kwer  in  the  Constitution.  It  was  not  to  be  found. 
any  explorers  bad  preceded  him  in  quest  of  that 
power,  but  no  one  had  returned  with  the  discov- 
ery. The  express  powers  are  well  defined,  and 
yet,  doubts  had  arisen  as  to  the  extent  of  some 
of  them.  For  instance,  it  is  declared  in  the  Con- 
stittttion  that  '^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  es- 
tablish post  offices  and  post  roads,"  and  yet  it  is 
contended  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  con- 
stfuet  a  post  road.  Now,  if  it  was  in  like  man- 
ner declared  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
establish  banks  and  banking  houses,  no  one  would 
be  hardy  enough  to  contest  the  existence  of  the 
banking  power;  and  conversely,  if  doubts  may 
fairly  arise  upon  the  post  road  power,  under  the 
claoae  recited,  the  same  principleeand  course  of 
reasoning  which  start  the  doubt  will  lead  to  the 
inevitable  conclusion  that  the  banking  power  does 
not  exist.  In  his  opinion,  the  power  to  construct 
post  roads  was  clearly  and  expressly  given,  and 
It  was  equally  clear  to  him  that  the  banking 
power  Is  not-  expressly  granted.  Was  it  to  be 
.found .among  the  implied  powers — that  is  to  say, 
implied  powers,  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
express  powers  into  full  ej^ct  and  operation  %  He 
had  pondered,  hesaid,upon  this  subject  not  a  little. 
He  had  attempted  again  and  again  to  locate  thie 
implied  banking  power  upon  some  one  of  the 
express  powers;  he  had  put  in  requisition  ail  the 
auxiliary  principles  usually  employed  in  expound- 
ing the  Constitution,  and  had  passed  a  strict  and 
rigid  inquest  upon  all  its  sections,  and  had  been 
totally  unable  to  find  any  oeetion,  clause,  or  article, 
upon  which  he  could  anchor  this  banking  power. 


He  had  finally  concluded  that  it  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  family  of  implied  powers,  and  under 
that  conclusion  he  had  just  votM  to  revoke  the 
charter,  and  would  now  vote  for  the  resolntion  to 
order  a  aetre  fadoM,  Laboring,  as  he  did,  under 
those  convictions,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  bank;  and  therefore,  it  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  make  up  or  express  any 
opinion  upon  the  questions  of  forfeiture.  He  had 
no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal  an 
unconstitutional  law,  and  he  believed  this  to  be 
such  a  law.  The  object  he  had  in  view  would 
be  attained  if  the  Supreme  Court  should  decree 
a  forfeiture  and  dissolve  the  corporation. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  delay  the  Com- 
mittee one  moment  to  hear  remarks  from  him 
upon  the  various  points  which  had  been  debated. 
The  States,  the  Union  itself,  might  be  considered 
a  corporation,  and  it  is  manifest  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  community  are  paramount  to  all 
banking  interests.  Banks  are  a  kind  of  labor- 
saving  machinesthat  should  cease  to  exist  the 
moment  they  cease  to  be  useful.  How  far  the 
United  States  Bank  has  performed  the  great  ob- 
jects and  purposes  which  have  been  assigned  to 
It,  is  known  to  all  of  us ;  how  far  it  will  be  able 
to  perform  them  in  future,  time  will  determine. 
If  It  shall  fail  in  attaining  its  objects,  and  that 
failure  shall  be  traced  to  the  mismanagement  of 
the  directors,  there  will  always  exist  a  disposition 
to  correct  abuses  and  restore  confidence ;  but  if 
the  bank  itself  has  been  incurably  crippled  and 
maimed,  the  sooner  it  is  voted  out  of  the  country 
the  better.  It  was  created  to  assist  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  the  Treasury,  and  to  restore  specie 
payments.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says  that  it  has  effected  these  objects — aod  so  it 
has.  But  it  is  under  an  engagement  with  the 
public  to  continue  those  services  to  the  end  of  the 
charter;  aod  a  promise  had  been  given  that  it 
would  eqoaliae  exchange  and  check  the  issues  of 
local  paper.  Can  it  do  this  %  Has  it  retained  the 
ability  to  meet  the  publiq  expectation  %  If  it  has 
not,  will  its  disability  originate  in  its  waiver  of 
the  second  instalment?  Will  it  languish  for  years 
as  the  Bank  of  England  did,  because  it  preter- 
mitted the  specie  payment  of  the  second  quota 
of  stock?  Is  it  a  salvo  for  all  the  evils  of  ex- 
cessive banking,  or  will  it  only  protract  the  crises 
to  make  the  agony  more  painful?  Here  several 
questions  cast  up  for  discussion,  and  succeed  each 
other,  embracing  a  variety  of  facts  and  calcula- 
tions, and  opening  a  wide  field  of  inquiry.  If  he 
had  found  a  favorable  moment  to  claim  the  floor, 
he  would  have  made  an  effort  to  present  the  sub- 
ject in  new  aspects  and  relations.  He  would  have 
felt  some  pleasure  in  doing  so^  but  he  would  not 
forfeit  his  claims  to  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  surprising  them  into  a  renewal  of  the 
debate ;  aod,  therefore^  would  only  intimate  his 
convietion  that,  unless  the  directors  of  the  bank 
shall  make  a  radical  change  in  the  administra- 
tion of  its  concerns,  we  shall  meet  here  next  ses- 
sion under  a  derangement  and  depreciation  of  the 
Stper  cOrrency  heretofore  unknown  in  this  Union, 
e  hoped  he  might  be  mistaken,  but  his  predie- 
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tioo  was  fonockd  on  facts,  and  the  resalts  of  long 
experience. 

The  qaestion  was  then  put  on  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Trimbu:,  to  issue  a  scire  facia^f 
and  deciaed  in  the  ne^atire — ayes  28. 

The  resolutions  ojG&red  by  Mr.  Spexcer,  and 
also  referred  to  this  Committee,  were  wixhdrawn 
by  hii9  f  and 

The  Comoiittee  took  up  the  bill  reported  by 
the  bank  commictae,  to  enforce  the  act  of  ineor* 
poration  by  prohibiting  the  preiended  distribu- 
tioB  of  shares  for  the  purposes  of  undue  infloence 
in  the  elections  of  directors. 

Mr.  Sfbnobr  proposed  various  ameodmeDts, 
intended  to  render  the  provisions  of  the  bill  more 
effectual ;  all  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr. BAB6BTT  then  moved  two  amendments; 
the  first,  substantially,  to  compel  the  bank  to  re- 
deem all  its  notes  with  specie,  at  whatever  branch 
they  flaight  be  presented  for  payment.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  second  amendment  was  to  prohibit 
any  director  of  the  bank,  while  acting  as  such, 
from  dealing  in  the  stock  of  the  bank.  Both 
pKopositiooa  were  negatived  hj  very  large  ma- 
jontiea;  and  the  Oommitlee  of  the  .Whole  then 
liMe,  and  reported  their  proeeedinga  to  the  H»ase ; 
and  Che  House  adjourned. 


TflvaanAT,  February  25. 

Mr.  PoivrarrER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro* 
risions  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  aischarged  from  the  further  cpnsidera- 
tion  of  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  sub- 
jeets  to  them  referred  at  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  have  not  acted,  and  that  the  same  be 
laid  an  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  22d  insiaot, 
requiring  iafbrmation  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  part  of  the  balances  from  the  State  banks, 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statps,  under  the 
second  article  of  the  compact  between  them,  for 
which  balances  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  to  receive  interest,  were  retained  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  as  sfecial  fieposites; 
which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tha  Speaur  also  laid  before  the  House  an- 
other letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
io  anawer  to  anothet  resolution  of  the  22d  instant, 
nquiring  informatbn  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  part  of  the  balances  transferred  from  the 
Treasury,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  seoond  proposition  of  its  agreement  with 
the  receiving  banks,  of  the  31st  of  January,  1817, 
were  drawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  anjr  department  of  Government,  between  the 
Sist  Atnuary  and  1st  July,  1817,  exclusive  of  the 
turns  required  by  the  Treasury,  under  the  excep- 
tion contained  in  the  second  proposition;  which  | 
15th  CoH.  )ld  Sfisa.— 45 


letter  was  read,  and  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  on  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1813,  entitled  'An  act  io  addition  to 
an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,'' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tOr 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  refer- 
red bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  foUowingtitles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward, 
and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreelaad,  deceased, 
reported  the  said  bills  without  amendment,  and 
they  were  respectively  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Gbvernment,  tor  the  year 
1819,"  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committeie 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  title?, 
to  wit :  An  act  providing  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department ;  An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  "An  act  conceroing  tonpage  and  dis- 
criminating duties  in  certain  cases  ;*'  Au  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy  |  and.  An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  a  rurther  term  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purpoves,"  were  seve- 
rally read  twice,  and  referred;  the  first  and  sec- 
ond, to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  the 
third,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and 
the  fourth,  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "requesting 
the  President  to  employ  an  artist  to  ascertain  the 
latitude  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Tenoessee  river,"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic I«ands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
designate  the  boundaries  of  districts  and  establish 
huMloffioeSj  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  fandau 
not  heretofore  offered  for  sale,  in  tne  States  or 
Ohio  and  Indiana,"  was  read  a  third  time,  its 
amended ;  and  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Strotbbb 
moved  that  the  said  bill  he  laid  upon  the  table;, 
which  motion  was  rejected;  and  the  question 
beiag  taken,  Shall  the  ^id  Inll  pasa?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative* 

The  bill  fram  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  re- 
speoting  the  location  of  certain  lands  to  be  granted 
for  the  seat  of  government  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana,'* was  also  read  the  third  time^  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  "Resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical 
observations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longi- 
tude of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
from  some  known  meridian  in  Europe,''  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  dimintsh  the  duty  on  certiiin  winas^ 
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and  to  declare  free  of  daty  books  printed  in  for- 
eiffQ  languages,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  Public  Buildings. 
Various  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill ;  and 
it  was  finally  reported  to  the  House,  filled  up  as 
follows: 

For  erecting  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol, 
9136,644. 

For  finishing  the  gates,  the  iron  railing,  and  the 
enclosure  north  of  the  President's  House,  $5,344. 

For  enlarging  the  offices  west  of  the  President's 
House,  98|IS7. 

For  purchasing  a  lot  of  land»  and  for  constructing 
pipes,  for  supplying  the  EzecutiYe  Offices  and  Pres- 
ident's House  with  water,  $9,135. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  S. 
Languille;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H. 
Querlain ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslande ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Mc- 
Neil ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nathan  G.  Birdseye  and  Daniel 
Booth;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dozet  and  Aotoine 
Bourgoud;  and  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
salaries  and  compensation  of  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  land  offices; 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  made  yesterday,  on  several 
subjects  referred  to  it  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  when, 

Mr.  Spencer  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the 
said  report  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 


Qaarles,  Reed  of  Marvland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rice,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ruggles, 
Sampson,  Sarage,  Sawyer,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Settle* 
Shaw,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocnmb,  8.  Smith, 
B.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  8.  Smith,  Southard, 
Speed,  Spencer,  Storrs,  Strother,  Stuart  of  Maryland, 
TaUmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Terry,  Tompkins, 
Townsend*  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  WendoTer,  White- 
side, Whitman,  Wilkin,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Wil- 
liams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsy  Waoia. 
Nats— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Austin, 
Baldwin,  Bfll,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Barber  of  Ohio^ 
Bassett,  Blount,  Boden,  Burwell,  Desha,  Garnett,  Hall 
of  N.  C,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hogg,  Hoetetter, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  McLean  of  Illinois,  Marchand, 
Robert  Moore,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Patterson,  Pegram,  Pin- 
dall,  Seybert,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  and  Wil- 
liams, of  New  York. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  also,  to  coneur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  their  dis- 
asreement  to  the  resolution  submilted  by  Mr. 
TaiMBLB,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

**  Retohedt  bv  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreeeniO' 
tivee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee 
aeeemlledf  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  in  conjunction  with  we  District  Attorney  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvaniat  shall  immediately  cause  a 
eeire  fadae  to  be  issued,  according  to  the  S3d  section 
of  the  'Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;'  calling  on  the  corporation  cre- 
ated by  the  said  act  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  chartv 
thereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited ;  and 
that  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  said  officers  to  cause 
such  proceedings  to  be  had  in  the  premises  as  ahall  be 
necessaiy  to  obtain  a  final  judgment  thereon ;  for  the 
expenses  of  which  Congress  will  hereafter  provide." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  116.  nays 
39,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Anderson  of 
Pennsjlvania,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man,  Bayley,  Bennett,  Bloomfteld,  Boas,  Biyan,  Cla- 
gett,  Cobb,  Colston,  Comstock,  CraAs,  Cniger,  Cnah- 
man,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  JSdwards,  Fiaher, 


the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree-   Folger, Fuller, Gage,  Garnett,  Gilbert,  Hale^  Herkimer, 


ment  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Virginia,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

«  Beeohedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaiy 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
<An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,'  approved  Apriil  10,  1816." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  121|  nays 
30,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Bateman,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bennett,  Bloorafield, 
Bess,  Biyan,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Colston,  Comstock,  Crafts,  Crager,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ervin  of  S.  C,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Fuller,  Gage^  Gilbert,  Hale,  Herkimer,  Hitch- 
cock, Holmes,  Hopkinson,  Hubbaid,  Hunter,  Hunt- 
ington, Jones,  Kinaey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Lewis,  Linn, 
Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mason  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mason  of  Rhode  bland,  Mercer,  Middieton, 
Mills,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton^  Moseley,  Murray,  J. 
Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pairott, 
Pawling,  Peter,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindezter,  Porter, 


Hohnes,  Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntington, 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McLane  of  DeU  W.  Maclay,  W.  P. 
Maclay,  McCoV,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mason  of 
Rhode  Island,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Middieton,  Mills,  Sam- 
uel Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Jeremiah  N^- 
son,  H.  Nebon,  Newton,  Ogdon,  Orr,  Owen,  Parrott, 
Pawling,  Peter,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindezter,  Porter, 
Queries,  Reed  of  Marvland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rioe, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sampson,  Savaga, 
Sawyer,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sherwood, 
Silsbee,  Stmkias,  Slocnmb,  S.  Smith,  Ballard  Smith, 
Alezaader  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Storrs,  Stro- 
ther, Stuart  of  Maryland,  TaUmadge,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tucker  of  Ytrginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker  of  North 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Wilkin, 
Williams  of  Connecticut,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia* 
Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Blount,  Boden,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Desha,  Ervin  of  South 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  HarriaoB» 
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Hendnckfl,  Harriek,  Hitehcoclc»  Hogg,  Hottetter,  John- 
Mn  of  Yirginu,  McLean  of  lUinok,  AlarehaBd,  Marr, 
Robert  Moore,  T.  M.  Neleon,  Pettonon,  Pegram,  Pin- 
dall,  Rhea,  Rogere»  Speed,  Spencer,  Tarr,  Trimble, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  Kentackj,  Williams  of  New  York, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  House  coacarred  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  rejecting  both  resolutions. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments  re- 
ported hy  the  committee  to  the  bill  ^^  to  enforce 
those  provisions  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
which  relate  to  the  right  of  voting  for  directors." 

Mr.  Storks  moved  that  the  said  bill  aod 
amendments  lie  on  the  table ;  which  was  re- 
jected. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pindaxl  to 
refer  the  said  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, with  instructions  to  amend  the  same  by 
additional  sections : 

F'tnt,  To  prohibit  the  ofience  of  usury,  and  to  de- 
clare the  panishment  thereof,  when  committed  by  the 
BanJt  of  the  United  States  or  its  branches,  or  br  the 
directors,  officers,  or  agents  thereof  whilst  employed 
for,  or  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  and  to  prescribe  the 
mode  of  prosecution  for  such  offence. 

SeeenJuyt  To  prohibit  the  establishment  or  contin- 
uaiice  by  Uie  said  bank,  of  any  <^ce  of  discount  or 
deposite,  in  any  State,  after  the  first  day  of  Februaiy, 
in  the  year  18S0^  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  such  State. 

The  question  being  stated  to  agree  to  the  refet- 
ence  of  .the  said  hill  with  the  instructions  above, 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely  ;  which  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  the 
motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Pm dall  ;  and  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
Mr.  Spencer  moved  an  amendment ;  when, 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  post- 
poned indefinitely;  which  was  again  rejected; 
and  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Spenqbr  was 
agreed  to. 

The  first  amendment  to  the  aaid  bill  being  fur* 
ther  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  amended ;  and 
the  residue  or  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  also  agreed  to 
with  amendments. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Storrs  Airther 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the 
first  section  thereof  these  words:  << and  that,  in 

<  voting  at  this  election,  I  shall  not  in  any  man- 

<  ner  violate  the  first  fundamental  article  of  the 

<  <Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 

<  of  Che  United  States."  This  motion  was  reject- 
ed ;  when, 

Mr.  Tbbrt  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  striking  out  these  words :  ^  that  I  have  no  in- 
( terest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  shares  upon 
f  which  I  shall  vote  in  this  election,  as  attorney 

*  for  others :  that  those  shares  are,  to  the  best  of 
'  my  knowledge  and  belief,  truly  and  in  good 
'faith,  owned  by  the  persone  in  whose  names 

*  they  now  stand;  and  that  in  votinji^  at  this 


'  election,  I  shall  not  in  any  manner  violate  the 
'  first  fundamental  article  or  the  'Act  to  iocorpo* 

*  rate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
'  States ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert:  "  that  I 
<  have  not  transferred,  nor  procured  to  be  trans- 
'  ferred,  the  shares  upon  which  I  shall  vote  at  this 

*  election  as  attorney  for  others,  to  the  persons 
^  in  whose  names  such  shares  now  stand,  nor 
'  were  the  same  subscribed  in  the  name  of  sueh 
'  persons,  for  the  purpose  or  with  the  intent  to 
^  increase  the  number  of  votes  which  I  am  enti- 
^  tied  by  law  to  give ;  according  to  my  best  knowl* 

*  edge  and  belief,  such  persons  are,  henafide^ 
'  owners  of  such  shares,  or  have  an  interest 

*  therein." 

Mr.  Harrison  again  moved  that  the  said  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  motion  was 
again  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  to  agree  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  &ir.  Tbrrt;  and 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Virginia,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  tne  following,  as  the  fourth  section  thereon 

Sao.  4.  And  be  itjurther  emaetedt  That  if  any  per* 
son  shall,  directly  or  indirect^,  give  any  sum  or  sune 
of  money,  or  any  other  bribe,  present,  or  reward,  or 
any  promise,  contract,  obligation,  or  security,  for  the 
payment  or  delivery  of  any  money,  present,  or  reward 
or  anything  to  obtain  or  procure  the  opinion,  vote,  or 
interest  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  (JnUed 
States,  or  either  of  the  Directors  thereoi^  or  the  pres- 
ident or  a  director  of  either  of  the  branches  of  the  said 
bank,  in  any  election,  question,  matter,  or  thing,  which 
shall  come  before  the  said  president  and  directors  for 
decision,  in  relation  to  the  interest  and  management 
of  the  said  bank,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  such 
person  or  persons,  so  giving,  promising,  contractiug, 
or  securing  to  be  given,  paid,  or  delivered,  any  snm  or 
sums  of  money,  present,  rsward,  or  other  bribe,  aa 
aforesaid,  and  the  president  or  director  who  shall 
in  anywise  accept  or  receiTe  the  same,  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  the  discretioa 
of  the  court,  and  shall  be  finrever  disqualified  to  hold 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  said  oorporatbn, 
and  shall  also  forever  be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office 
of  honor,  trust*  or  profit,  under  the  United  States. 

And  the  q^uestion  being  taken  to  agree  to  the 
said  section,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas M, 
nays  26,  as  follows : 

ITBAs-^Messrs.  Anderson  of  Pennnlvanta,  Ander* 
son  of  Kentucky,  Austfai,  Baibonr  of  Virginia,  Baesett» 
Bayley,  Beeeher,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Boai» 
Biyan,  Bnrwell,Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cobb, 
Crawford,  Cruger,  Bavidson,  Besha,  Gamett,GUberl^ 
Hale,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hendricks* 
Heriick,  Hitchcock*  Hogg,  HosUtter,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Johnson^  of  Virginia,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer* 
Linn,  Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McLane  of  Bela« 
ware,  McLean  of  Blinois,  W.  P.  Maclay,  McCoy* 
Mercer,  Merrill,  Mills,  Samuel  Moore,  Moeeley,  Mur^ 
ray,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New- 
ton* Qrr,  Patterson,  Pegram,  Peter,  Phidall,  Pitkhi* 
Porter,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Rngglea* 
Sampson,  Savage,  Bawyer,  8cudde^  Settle,  Seybert* 
Shaw,  Sloeumb*  &.  Smith*  Aleaander  Smyth,  Speed* 
Spencer,  Storn*  StmAer*  Stuart  of  Maiylaiid*  Tm, 


uu 


HISTOKT  OF  OONGRSSa 


UIC 


H.ovR. 


Frac0ediMg». 


FlBEUABT,  1819. 


Taylor,  Tervell,  Toimiktn«,  Townaend,  Tucker  of 
goath  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker 
^  Kentttcbr,  WendoTer,  Whitman,  Williame  of  Con- 
necticat,  WUliame  of  New  York,  Wiliiams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Penneylvania. 

Na^ts — ^Memre.  Abbot,  Adami,  Baldwin,  Clagett, 
ColBton,  Crafta,  Darlington,  Folger,  Holmes,  Hopkin- 
■on,  Habbard,  Huntington,  Kirtland,  W.  Maclay, 
Mason  of  Maieachuaette,  Morton,  Ogden,  Maimer, 
Pawling,  Poindexter,  Rice,  Southard,  Terry,  Wallace, 
Whitman,  and  Wilkin. 

A  motioQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Poindexter  to  add 
to  the  said  bill  the  folio  wing,  viz : 

**  That  thie  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  when 
the  same  diall  have  been  assented  to  by  a  majority  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

Which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the 
laid  IhII  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
pasied  in  the  affirmative— yeas  98,  nays  38,  as 
follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson  of  Pennsylvaniat 
Andwson  of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Bateman,  Bayley, 
Beecber,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Bryan,  BurweU, 
Campbell,  Cobb,  Cobton,  Crawford,  Creger,  Davidson, 
Desha,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gilbert,  Hale,  HaU  of  North 
Carolina,  Harrison,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Hubbard, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer,  Lewie, 
Linn,  Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  MeLane  of  DeL, 
McLean  of  IlUnois,  W.  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Middle- 
ton,  Mills,  Samael  Mooro,  Jeromiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson, 
T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbit^  Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pafaner, 
Filtenon,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Reed  ofMd., 
Heed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Robertson, 
Rogofs,  Rnggies,  Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Scndder, 
mtle,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Alex.  Smytfi, 
1.8.  Smith,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina, 
Storrs,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  TaykNr> 
Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tncker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of 
Kentucky,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  New  York,  WilUams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bassett,  Boss, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Clagett,  Crafts,  Darlington, 
Folger,  Gamett,  Hendricks,  Hitchcock,  Hopkinson, 
Huntington,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Khrtland,  W.  Maclay. 
Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island, 
Mercer,  Morton,  Mosaley,  Ogden,  Parrott,  Pawling, 
Poindezterv  Rice,  Ringgold,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Sher- 
vrood,  Silsbee,  &  Smith,  Sonthaid,  Sliotfaer,  Teirell, 
T«nry>  W«steflo,  and  WiHiama  cf  CoaBeotieat 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
liine  to-morrow. 


FfiiDAT,  Febraary  96. 

Mr.  HoQH  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  bitls  of  the 
Sejiate^of  the  followiag  titles,  to  wit :  ^Ao  act  to 
pvot^t  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  and 
pHQiah  tbe  crime  of  piracy;"  and  **Ad  act  re- 
mctiDg  thfi  transportation  of  persons  of  color, 
lar  sale,  or  lo  be  held  to  labor,"  reported  the  same 
Wtihfntt  aMfttdflMBt.  The  former  of  the  said 
bitts,  was  oordeved  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day, 
and  •  the  kilter  to  lie  oo  the  table. 


Mr.  RioB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ea* 
titkd  <*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,*' 
made  a  report  recommeodiog  that  the  said  nil 
be  rejected.  The  bill  wa9  ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
table. 

Mr.  RiCB,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments,  and  the  biU 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plbasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Nayal 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Warren,  an  officer  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  Revolutionary  war;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  providing 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasoiy  De- 
partment,'' reported  the  aame  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  eommitted  to  a  Cooomiitp- 
lee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith^  from  the  same  oommittee,  alao  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate,  estitled  ^A& 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  coBcerotng  tonnage  and 
diseriminatiog  doiies,"  wiihoiit  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SpBifcsR.  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tne  Union  was  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  him  on  the  subieet  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  reeoTutions 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  {p  the  general  appropriation  bill  for  1&19. 

These  amendments,  with  one  exception,  were 
concurred  in,af^er  a  long  discussion,  and  repefted 
to  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Wilkin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  alter  and 
eatablidi  certain  post  roads,  and  spent  much  time 
in  disposing  of  the  numerous  amendments  offered, 
as  is  usaally  the  case,  to  this  bill. 

Before  the  bill  was  gone  through,  Mr.  Huob 
Nblson  took  occasion  to  express  his  disapproba- 
tion of  the  unlimited  and  unrestricted  admission 
of  propositions  for  post  roads,  to  an  extent  which 
the  whole  Treasury  of  the  nation  would  be  un- 
able 40  pay  the  expenses  of,  dtc. 

The  Committee  having  riaeo  and  reported  the 
bill,  all  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  with  the 
exception  of  that  which  authotized  a  post  route 
from  Fort  Wayne  to  Chicago,  which  was  dis- 
agreed to  i  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
enffrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  SouTBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '^An  hct  to  enforce  for  a  further 
term  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  establishing 
trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
other  purposes,'"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  toniay. 
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Mr.  PotHi»XTBB  submitted  the  following  reso- 
latioD,  which  was  remd,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
uble: 

Rtathtdf  That  a  eonuBittee  be  eppohited  to  ia^abe 
into  the  expediency  of  pnmding  Ibr  the  eetabliehment 
ef  a  pnmaumal  gOTemment  in  the  Tenitory  of  Flori- 
da, ceded  to  the  United  8tatee  hf  the  late  treaty  with 
Spun*  and  that  the  fBidcemmittee  haTo  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise* 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Robbbt  Moobb, 
JKssoJM  That  die  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  instrad- 
•d  to  inqviie  whether,  in  his  opinion,  thepnblio  Mrnee 
will  require  any,  and  whi^  aid  from  the  United  States 
lor  nmoving  the  obetmctions  occasioned  by  the  sand 
bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Pvesqne  Isle,  on 
Lake  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  SMke 
report  at  the  next  ssesion  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huan  Nblbom, 
Bttohtdt  That  the  Cosunitlee  en  Acconnti  be  an- 
tboriMd  and  directed  to  make  the  same  allowanee  for 
extia  servioe  to  each  person  serving  this  Hoose  as  was 
granted  at  the  end  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Robbbt  Moobb  eobmitted  the  following 
icaolntion : 

JUiohtdf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  in^oire  whether  the  poUic  intarssis  of  the  United 
States  win  be  promoted  by  snbeeribing  lor  <*-—  shaiee 
ef  slock  in  die  tnmpike  road  leading  from  the  eity  of 
Fittshnrg  te  die  town  of  Watsrferd,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  end  make  report  thersen  at  dM  next 
esssien  of  Congress. 

The  said  reeolation  was  read^  and  the  qneetion 
being  taken  to  agree  thereto,  k  was  determined 
in  the  negatiya. 

BiUs  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Franois  B.  Lan- 

EiUe  \  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guer- 
n ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Roealie  P.  Deslande ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Bli  Hart  $  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodrigaez;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joeeph 
Dosetand  Ancoine  Boorgood  ;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nathan  O. Birdseye  and  Daniel  Booth; 
and  an  act  to  regnlnte  and  fix  the  salaries  and 
cottpensation  ot  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
pobbc  moneys  of  the  land  offices,  were  severally 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  refer red-<-t be 
first^  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
to  ine  Committee  of  Claims;  the  eiffhth  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  ninth  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  furtoer 
term  the  act, entitled  "An  act  for  establishing 
.  trading-bouses  with  the  Indians,  and  for  other 
Durposes;"  an  act  to  protect  the  coaameroe  of  the 
united  Btafias,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy ; 
nnd  an  act  to  repeid  part  of  an  act  passed  on  the 
l^th  day  of  Febronry,  1813,  entitled  <'An  aai  in 
stddition  to  an  act  regulatiag  the  post  office  eitab- 
Uahment,"  were  severally  read  the  third  time^  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  redoce  the  duties  ob  cer- 
uin  wines,  and  to  declare  free  of  daw  bocks 
fnrinted  in  foreign  languages,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


Ordertd^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  certain  wines." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap» 
propria tioBs  for  the  public  buildings^  for  the  pur* 
chase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and  for  furnishing  a  sup* 
ply  of  water  for  the  use  of  certain  public  build« 
mgs,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MIUTAKY  ACADEMT. 

Mr.  Rion,  baTing  obtained  the  floor,  remarked 
that  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  mo* 
ttoB,  the  object  of  which  was  to  cait  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  information,  to  be  commu* 
Bleated  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  Military  Academy.  He  said  be  bad 
been  induced  to  submit  the  motion  from  a  belief 
that,  either  in  the  organization  of  thegoTemment 
of  the  Academy,  or  in  the  administration  of  it, 
there  were  souse  defects ;  and  from  a  farther  be- 
lief that  Congrees  were  not  pocsessed  of  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  enable  it  to  judge  whether 
the  country  received  a  hit  equi?alent  for  the 
large  expenditures  which  were  annually  mada 
upon  that  institution.  He  then  submitted  the 
following  resolutions,  whish  were  adopted : 

Ruokid,  That  the  Becretaiy  of  War  be  inslracted 
to  report  to  th|s  House,  at  an  early  period  ef  the  next 
ssssion  of  Oongress,  a  copy  of  snch  rules  andrsguln* 
tbns  as  shall  haTS  been  adopted  lor  the  government  ef 
the  Military  Academy;  together  with  a  list  of  the  ca- 
dets which  were  attached  to  the  academy  on  the  first 
day  of  Januaiy,  1816,  and  ef  such  ss  shall  ha?e  been 
appoinisd  between  the  said  1st  of  Januaiy  and  SOdi 
September,  1819;  exhibiting  the  date  of  their  ssnvsi 
appohitments,  with  the  States  and  Territories  fkom 
whence  they  came ;  a  list  of  such  as  shall  haTe  resign- 
ed or  shall  hare  been  dismissed,  and  at  what  period ; 
also,  a  list  of  such  ss  shall  have  been  commissioned  in 
the  army,  with  the  date  of  their  commiMions,  and  of 
snch  M  diall  hare  resigned,  with  the  date  of  their  re- 
signations. 

Ritohedt  abo,  That  the  said  Secietaiy  be  instructed 
to  report  ss  sJbiesaid,  whether  any,  and,  If  any,  what 
legislatiTc  prorisions  are  neoeesary  fbr  the  more  con- 
venient or^uUsation  and  government  of  the  said  acad- 
emy, the  better  to  insure  a  strict  obedience  to  all  prop- 
er orders,  and  a  soitable  respect  te  all  the  rights  ef 
theee  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  yield  obedience. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

The  House  took  op  and  proceeded  to  coneider 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  subjaet 
of  the  public  printing.  The  said  report  was  read| 
in  which  u  contained  the  following  proposition : 

**  m.  Under  sll  circumstances,  the  coiAmittee  have 
deemed  it  their  dutv  lo  recommend  that  a  tsriffof 
pricss  te  erery  kind  of  printing  requirsd  to  be  dona 
te  Congrees,  be  fixed  by  a  joint  resdntion  of  the  two 
Houses,  to  continue  in  tece  te  two  yean ;  and  that 
before  the  dose  of  the  present  session,  each  House 
make  choice,  by  bsllot,  or  a  printer,  to  execute  its  own 
work  during  the  next  Congress.  The  prices  dionld 
be  adequate  to  the  employment  of  snmdent  capital 
and  workmen  to  perform  the  work  eneditiously,  and 
to  insure  snch  care  and  attention  ss  shafl  gi^e  it  such 
a  degree  of  accuracy  and  elegance  as  shall  not  dishon- 
or the  literatore  and  typography  of  the  comntiy.  With 
temer  contrads  betee  us,  and  with  die  protesional 
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knowledge  which  may  he  eaUed  in  aid,  no  diffiealtj 
would  occur  in  fonning  the  tariff  allnded  to,  on  prinei- 
Bles  at  once  liberal  to  the  printer  and  adTantageoos  to 
Congieas;  and  in  the  lelection  of  ito  printer,  each 
Houae  would  doubtlets  take  evpecial  care  to  choose  a 
man  of  capacity,  probity,  and  reeponribility.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  bond  and  aecurity  to  be  required  of  them 
foot  the  faithful  performance  of  their  obUgationa,  a  pro- 
Tinon  might  be  added,  that  in  case  of  any  unreaaona- 
Ue  delay,  another  peraon  might  be  employed  to  do  the 
work,  at  inch  prices  as  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  might 
he  able  to  get  it  done  for,  and  that  the  public  printers 
should  respectiyely  be  responsible  for  any  difference 
between  the  sum  allowed  them  and  that  which  it  might 
he  neceasaiy  to  give  him.  The  committee  therefore 
submit  the  following  resolution  :*' 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  said  report  be- 
ing also  read,  as  follows : 

Retohedf  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Printing  be  instructed  to  report  a  resolution  for  carry- 
ing the  foregoing  proposition  into  efiect. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  io  the 
said  resolution,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  engiossed  bill  to.  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Vniied  Slates, 
•BO  far  as  relates  to  the  election  of  directors,  was 
read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.  Storr8  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
Instructions  v*  strike  out  the  provision  inserted 
yesterday  on  notion  of  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Virsi- 
nia,  making  enal  the  offer  to  or  acceptance  of  a 
bribe  by  any  officer  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its 
branches. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  this  motion, 
and  justified  the  clause  in  question,  by  referring 
to  the  act  which  provided  a  similar  guard  to  the 
purity  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  terms  of  which  act  he  quo- 
ted, and  had  copied  them  in  the  amendment  to 
-the  present  bill.  There  was,  he  argued,  at  least 
as  much  necessity  for  providing  against  corrup- 
tion in  this  institution  as  io  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  he  trusted  the  amendment 
would  be  retained. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  withdrawn ;  and 
the  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be  amended  by  adding 
the  wordS)  '^  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  that 
the  Clerk  carry  the  three  last  mentioned  bills  to 
the  Senate,  and  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  to  make  uniform  the  mode  of  electing 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  Representatives  to  Congress. 

Mr.  SiMKiNB  offered  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  and  of  acting  on  it  definitively,  as 
it  had  passed  oae  branch  of  the  Legiaiature,  and 


been  so  long  before  the  pablie  that  every  mind 
was  made  up,  and  could  decide  on  it  without  a 
protracted  debate. 

Mr.  TnoKSR,  of  Virginia,  prefacing  hia  motion 
with  a  few  remarks  in  its  support,  proposed  to 
amend  the  resolution  so  as  lo  apportion  the  nam« 
her  of  Electors  of  each  State  to  the  number  of 
Representatives  alone,  and  not  to  the  number  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  each  State. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  against  taking  up  a  subject  of 
such  great  importance  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session;  and  hoped  the  Committee  woold  rise 
and  lay  the  resolution  by. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  a  few  remarks,  chiefly 
against  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tuckes. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  opposed  acting  on 
a  proposition,  at  this  late  hour,  which  went  to 
change,  in  a  ffreat  degree,  the  frame  of  our  Gov- 
ernment; and  entered  into  a  brief  view  of  the 
effects  of  the  resolution.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to  a  further  amendment  whieh 
it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Tucker  to  offer,  pro- 
viding that,  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  the 
President  devolving  on  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives) according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  election  shall  be  determined  by  plu- 
rality of  vous,  instead  of  phirality  of  States. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  replied  lo 
Mr.  Barbour,  speaking  briefl|f  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  of  acting  on  it  immediately. 

Mr.  Taylor,  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  whieh 
there  was  not  now  time  properly  to  consider,  and 
to  which  he  was  also  opposed,  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise.  The  motion  was  lost— yeas  66^ 
nays  66 — the  Chairman  voting  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HoLMBS  spoke  a  short  time  against  the 
amendment,  which  meant  to  weaken  the  influ- 
ence of  the  small  States,  in  the  event  of  the  Prea- 
idential  election  having  to  be  decided  by  the 
House,  which  he  was  opposed  to,  although  from 
a  large  State  himself. 

Mr.  TuoKBR  supported  his  amendment  by  a 
few  observations;  and  concluded  by  renewing 
the  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise ;  which  mo- 
tion was  carried,  and,  after  discharging  the  Com* 
mittee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject- 
Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas  79,  nays  73,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson,  of  Pa.,  Anderson 
of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virgi- 
nia, Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsssatt,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Ben- 
nett, Blount,  Boden,  Boss,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisi* 
ana,  Cobb,  Comstock,  Cook,  Crawford,  Fuller,  Garnetty 
Ha^inronck,  Hendri^,  Henick,  Hitoheo^,  Hogg, 
Hostetter*  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jones,  Livermore,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  W.  Maelay,  W.  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mar^ 
chand,  Samuel  Moore,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  Thomas 
M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  Newton,  Palmer,  Pattersoo«  Pe- 
gram,PleasanU,Polndexter,  Porter,  Beed  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rice,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Savage, 
Scttdder,  Shaw,  Bal.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  South- 
ard,   Spencer,    Tallmadge,   Tarr,   Taylor,    Terrell^ 
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Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tocker  of  Virg]iiia«  Tyler* 
Walker  ef  Kentucky,  Wallace,  WendoTer,  Whiteaide, 
Wilkin,  and  Wilaon  of  Penntylvania. 

Nats — Messrs  Adams,  Bay  ley,  Bloomfield,  Camp- 
bell, Colston,  Crafts,  Cruger,  uushman,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Desha,  Edwards,  Ellicott,  Fisher,  Polger, 
Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
Jina,  Harrison,  Herkimer,  Heister,  Holmes,  Hopkin- 
•on,  Huntington,  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mason  of 
Rhode  Island,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Middleton,  Mills,  Ro- 
bert Moore,  Moseley,  Jer.  Nelson,  New,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
Orr,  Owen,  Parrott,  Pawling,  Peter,  Pindali,  Pitkin, 
Beed  of  l^^land.  Rich,  Richards,  Robertson,  Rag- 
les, Seybert,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Simkins*  Slocumb, 
Samuel  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Speed,  Storrs,  Terry, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker  of  North 
Carolina,  Westerlo,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Connecti- 
cut, WUliams  of  New  York,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 


Saturday,  February  27, 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  William 
JacksoD,  solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  sorviTiug  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  that 
the  report  of  the  select  committee,  made  at  the 
present  session,  in  behalf  of  ^his  suffering  con- 
stituents. Okay  be  called  up  and  finally  acted 
upon.*-Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
01  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  providing 
compensation  to  assessors  in  certain  cases  \  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
ci  the  W  bole. 

Mr.  Rica,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart,"  made 
a  report  recommending  the  rejection  of  tbe  said 
bill.  Tbe  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dozet  and  An- 
toine  Bourgoud,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Parkill,"  made  a 
report  recommending  that  tbe  said  bill  be  post- 
'poned  indefinitely.  This  bill  wae  also  committed 
to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  requested  to  inform  this  House, 
what  sums  of  monev  have  been  paid  to  the  At- 
torney General  of  tne  United  States  for  extra 
services,  designating  tbe  services  and  the  fund 
from  which  the  money  has  been  naid. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 


I 

committed  tbe  bill  confirminff  certain  cktims  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  were  discharged. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
said  bill,  and  orderea  the  same  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  PaBBinEMT  of  the  UNiTBn  Statbb  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Uqtreeeniaiivee  of  the  United  Statee .' 

The  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits  betweeni 
the  United  Sutes  and  His  Catholic  Majesty*htviDff 
been  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ratified,  by  end 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  copiea  of 
it  are  now  tranamittjod  to  Congress.  Am  the  ratifica' 
tion  on  the  part  of  'Spain  may  be  eameeted  to  tiJw 
place  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  I  recommend  to 
their  consideration  the  adoption  of  such  Legislative 
measures,  contingent  upon  the  event  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  as  may  be  neoessarv  or  expedient 
for  carying  the  treaty  into  efiect,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  seasions,  and  until  Congress  at  their  next 
scMion  may  see  fit  to  make  fixrther  provision  on  that 
subject 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsanreToir,  Feb.  36, 1819.  n 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  permission  given  to 
tbe  committee  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the 
House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of 
Missouri,"  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House, 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners/' were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  concern- 
ing invalid  pensions,''  and  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett," 
with  amendments  to  each.  They  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed^  by  this  House  to  the  billj 
CD  titled  "An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of 
districts  and  establish  land  ofliees  for  tbe  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;"  and  they 
have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  enginea 
and  for  building  houses  for  tbe  safekeeping  of  the 
same  *,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge^ 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pettet ;  an  act  Tor 
the  relief  of  John  Anderson;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Milne;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Fowler ;  in  which  amendments  and 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  /rom  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
gines, and  for  building  houses  for  the  safekeeping 
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^  the  same  $  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon 
Prevofit ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew 
Dtiverge;  an  aet  for  the  relief  of  John  Peltet ; 
■an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson ;  an  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;  and  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler;  were  severally 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the 
first  and  fifth  to  Committees  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next ;  the  secoad,  third,  fourth,  and  sixth 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  seventh  to 
jh^  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolntioaary 
bairns. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  etftMed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
MeCftlU  afnd  Matthew  H.  Jonett,"  was  read  and 
66i[carred  in  by  the  House. 

Thtt  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  cbnsid^^ 
ih«  mesMige  froth  the  Senate,  notifying  their  dis- 
imement  to  the  amendment  of  thid  House  to 
t&fr  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  designate  the  bound- 
4rl6d  of  districts  and  establish  land  oflSces  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;"  and 
the  said  amendment  being  ^pin  read,  where- 
upon it  was  resolved  that  this  House  recede  from 
tneir  said  amendment. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-honse  ^on  Qailoo 
island,  dbc.,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chain)  received  some 
amendments  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Niwroitj  and 
^s  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr  and  of 
Robert  Kidd,  and  John  McCausland,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  A. 
fi(ttVTB  in  the  chair ;}  and  the  bill  extending  the 
ierm  of  half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
children  of  certain  officers,  and  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, who  died  in  the  public  service ;  and  the 
Ml  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdan,  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  f  Mr.  Tall- 
ikADOB  in  the  chair ;)  all  of  which  btils  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  the 
kuit  named  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
tvtnmed'to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RbbAj  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
ttlild  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  were  refer- 
iiid  the  amendments  proposed  hf  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
doners,"  reported  their  agreement  to  the  said 
hmendments.  The  amendments  were  then  read 
kod  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HoLMlBS,  from  that  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill,  authorising  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
West  Florida,  for  the  transportation  thence  of  the 
Bast  and  Spanish  authorities,  and  providing  for 
the  temporary  government  of  the  Territory,  dbc, 
whieh  was  twice  read. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  and  concurred  in  all  except  that 
which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  yesterday,  and  so  reported  to  the  House. 

This  amendment  was  an  appropriation  of  font 


thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  repaid  to 
the  owners  of  the  British  vessel  Lord  N^oA, 
which  was  captured  on  Lake  Ontario,  twelve  days 
before  the  declaration  of  the  late  war,  brought 
in  and  sold  by  agreement,  and  the  moneys  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  court ;  the  capture  was  after- 
wards adjudged  to  be  illegal,  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  safe  ordered  to  be  refunded.  In  toe  mean 
time,  the  clerk  of  tbe  court  had  absconded,  with 
the  mt>aeys  in  his  hands,  and  it  was  the  purooae 
of  this  amendment  to  pay  the  amount  out  of  the 
public  Treasury. 

Some  debate  took  place  6n  the  amendment,  ife 
which  it  was  opposed  on  the  grouad  that  the  eit« 
cumstaaces  of  tbe  esse  had  n^t  been  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  the  House ;  that  there  were 
numerous  claims  of  our  own  citizens  which 
would  be  unsucceisfol  at  this  session,  from  the 
want  of  time  to  act  on  them ;  that  this  case  ought 
not  to  have  preference,  4^.  The  amendment 
was  su  poor  tea  on  the  merits  and  extreme  hard- 
ship of  the  case,  and  the  injustice  of  withholding 
payment,  ^. 

The  disagreement  to  this  amendment  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  again 
sent  to  the  senate. 

PUBLIC  LANDa 

The  House  took  up  tKe  bill  from  the  Senate, 
further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or 
forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments thereon. 

Mr.  HfiNOBicEa  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in- 
serting a  clause  to  exempt  from  back  interest  all 
sums  paid  previous  to  the  31st  of  March,  1820; 
Mr.  PoiNDEXTEa  and  Mr.  Barboch  spoke  against 
the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Haerison  in  favor  of 
it ;  the  former  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  a 
new  principle,  which  ought  not  to  be  adopted 
vithout  a  greater  necessity  than  now  appeared 
to  exist ;  that  the  bill  to  which  the  amendment 
was  offered  prevented  a  forfeiture  of  such  lands  as 
were  not  paid  for  one  year  longer;  that  this  was 
going  far  enough — the  purchasers  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  rise  of  the  land,  and  it  was  no 
hardship  to  make  them  pay  the  back  interest, 
which  even  a  court  of  equity  would  have  made 
them  pay  for  not  complying  with  their  contracts. 

To  this  Mr.  HarrisoU  replied,  that  the  amend- 
ment was  a  reasonable  and  just  provision,  both 
in  relation  to  the  public  interests  as  well  as  that 
of  individuals.  The  persons  who  would  suffer 
by  the  present  pecuniarv  embarrassments  were 
the  poorer  class  of  people,  who  had  no  agency 
whatever  in  producing  these  embarrassmenti, 
and  who  were  not  able  to  bear  the  heav^  penalty 
which  the  existing  law  imposed  for  suffering  the 
day  of  pavment  to  pass  witnout  making  it.  Many 
of  them  nad  settled  in  frontier  situations,  where 
the  land  had  not  appreciated  more  than  the  value 
of  the  improvements  which  had  been  made  upon 
it.  The  provision  for  paving  back  interest  was 
itself  a  very  hard  one,  and  such  as  a  liberal  indi- 
viddal  ought  not,  nor  would  not,  insist  upon. 
The  United  States  had  heretofore  rigidly  exacted 
it ;  but  the  circumsunces  of  the  country,  in  tela- 
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litoH  to  ttkoney,  were  never  before  u  embarrassiiij;. 
If  the  anieadiiient  was  adopted,  it  would  stimu- 
late all  the  public  debtors  to  make  everjr  exertion 
to  raise  the  money  before  the  expiration  of  the 
terth  to  whieh  the  bill  was  limitedi  That  our 
Treaaarf  woold  be  more  embarrassed  in  the  pres- 
ent year  than  in  any  sobseqaent  one.  from  the 
hetty  instalments  of  the  public  debt  which  were 
to  be  paid  this  year.  The  public,  therefore,  wonld 
be  gaining  by  any  measure  which  wonld  expe- 
dite the  collection  of  their  debts.  It  was  true 
that  the  back  interest  would  amount  to  a  larger 
sum  than  the  Gh>vernment  would  be  obliged  to 
give  if  they  Were  to  borrow  the  money  ;  but,  as 
the  back  interest  was  intended  to  stimulate  nar- 
ehasers  to  jyunctuality,  it  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  dnjust  to  exact  it  under  circumstances 
Uke  the  present,  when  the  want  of  punctuality 
Wki  produced  by  events  which  those  who  were 
sttbjeet  to  pay  it  could  not  control. 

Mr.  HBitDRioita's  motion  was  negatived,  atid 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  and,  af^er 
an  ine^eciual  attempt  bv  Mr.  Menofia  to  lay  it 
on  the  table,  until  the  House  should  have  acted 
on  the  bill  requirng  casli  payments  for  public 
lands,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  n^totned. 

TONNAQC  DUTIB8. 

The  House  tool:  up  the  bill  frOln  the  j^eunte 
ih  addifioii  to  the  aet  concerning  tonnage  and 
discriminating  duties,  [extending  the  provisions 
of  that  act  to  the  vessels  of  Prussia^  Hamburg, 
and  Bremen.] 

This  bill  was  explained  and  supported  tn  a 
shdrt  Speech  by  Mr.  Prrxitt. 

Mr.  SifiTB,  of  Maryland,  was  opposed  to  the 
WH  in  its  present  shape,  and  entered  into  some 
6^»mmeTciai  statements  to  show-that  it  was  inex- 
pedient, particularly  as  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
eohventiott,  and  could  not  be  altered  for  five 
years.  Among  his  objections,  Mr.  6.  said  that 
a  very  heavy  transit  duty  was  laid  by  Prussia  on 
our  tobacco^  passing  through  the  Netherlands,  up 
the  Rhine,  into  her  dominions,  which  had  ffi'eatly 
affected  the  price  of  that  staple  in  Holland;  and 
he  proposed  an  amendment,  substantially,  to  re** 
quire  of  Prussia  to  lay  no  higher  dutv  on  our  to^ 
fiaeeo,  passing  thither  through  tiie  Netherlands, 
than  was  imposed  on  it  if  it  entered  in  a  Prussian 
port,  as  Dantxic,  Btetten.  Stralsund.  dbe. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  made  a  few  remarxs,  observing, 
that  if  this  exttaordikiary  duty  was  laid  by  Prus- 
sia on  our  tobacco,  we  ought  to  impose  a  corres- 
ponding dutv  on  her  Sitesia  linens,  Ac,  and  thus 
heat  her  with  her  own  weapons. 

Mr.  Buitu'e  preposition  to  amend  was  nega- 
Uted  by  a  lai^  majoritf,  and  the  bill  was  then 
t«ad  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 


MoNDAT,  Maiuh  1. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house 
upon  Ghtiloo  island,  near  the  ontlet  of  Lake  On- 
tario ;  for  placing  sundry  spindels  and  booys^  and 


for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  ^An  act  to  aulbo^ 
rize  the  building,  erecting,  and  placing  light- 
houses, beacons,  and  buoys  on  places  desiffnated 
in  Boston,  Buzzard,  and  Chesapeake  bays/Lakes 
Ontario  and  Brie,  and  for  other  porpooes.'' 

An  engrossed  bill  confirming  certain  clatma  to 
land  in  the  Territorv  of  Illinois  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passea. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  <*An  act  confirmiug 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois.'' 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  read  the  third  time,  and, 
passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  <^An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Robert  Kidd,  Seth  Webber,  and  Thomas 
Pa^e." 

Mr.  JoHNSOii,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zinff  the  sale  of  certain  miliury  sites ;  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SpfiNcsa, 

Reidved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
he  requesfted  to  transmit  to  Congress,  at  an  early 
period  in  the  uext  session,  a  general  statf  ilrent 
a{  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  it^  offices,  similar  to  the  returns  made  to  him 
by  the  bank;  and  a atatement exhibiting,  aa  neat- 
ly as  lUajr  be  practicable,  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  the  different  chartered  banks  in  the : 
several  States  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  those  banks  and  in 
circulation;  the  public  and  private  deposites  in 
them  ;  the  amount  of  loans  and  discounts  made 
by  them  and  remaining  unpaid;  and  the  total 
quantity  of  specie  they  possess;  and  that  he  be 
requested  also  to  report  such  measures  as  in  his 
opinion  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retaia 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in 
the  United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  me- 
dium in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigenciea 
of  the  country,  and  within  the  power  of  the 
Qovernment. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  An 
act  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pensions  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  certain  officers,  sea- 
men, and  murines,  who  died  in  the  public  service ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  McCausIand ;  and  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr,  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue 
in  force  an  act  regulating  the  currency  within 
the  United  States  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowiroES,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  an  entire  substitute,  without,  how- 
ever, materially  changing  its  provisions;  which 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was 
subsequently  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate.  * 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
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titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  making  provision  for  the 
civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjoiniofr  the 
frontier  settlements}"  and  ^*An  act  granting  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the 
seat  of  government  of  said  State,"  in  which  two 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  a  donation 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  seat  of 
government,  was  twice  read,  passed,  and  returned. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

SURVIVING  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindeztbr,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  were  dis- 
charged i  and  the  House  then  took  up  and  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  said  report. 

The  report  coocludes  with  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

*<  Ruohedf  That  etch  officer  of  the  Revolutionaxy 
army  who  was  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life  under  the 
several  resolves  of  Congress  upon  that  subject,  and 
aftcffwards,  in  commutation  thereof  received  the 
amount  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  certificates  or  secu- 
rities of  the  United  States,  shall  now  be  paid,  by  the 
United  States,  the  nominal  amount  of  such  certificates 
or  securities,  without  interest,  deducting  therefrom 
one-eighth  part  of  the  said  amount." 

The  report  and  resolution  having  been  read, 
and  the  question  having  been  stated  on  concar- 
ring  with  the  Committee  in  the  resolution — 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  amrm- 
ative^  as  follows:  For  postponement,  60;  against 
it  48. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected,  and  the  subject 
dismissed  for  the  present  session. 

CONNECTICUT  ASYLUM. 

The  House  next  agreed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Terbt,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  to 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Connecticut 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  [granting  to  it 
a  donation  of  six  sections  of  the  public  lands.] 

Mr.  Tehry  briefly  adverted  to  the  humane  ob- 
ject of  this  institution,  its  general  and  extensive 
utility,  the  number  of  unhappy  objects  who  were 
already  receiving  the  benefits  of  tbe  asylum,  dbc. 
The  bill  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Harrison, 
who  agreed  in  opinion  as  to  its  general  utility- 
there  being  numbers  of  the  unfortunate  beings 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended,  scattered 
through  many  of  the  States,  if  not  all,  dbc. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bassett,  who 
deemed  the  institution  entirely  a  local  one,  not 
deserving,  more  than  any  other  local  object,  the 
expenditure  of  national  funds  on  it.  He  sym- 
pathized with  the  subjects  in  the  institution,  but 
it  was  not  a  charitable  one,  as  the  rich  alone,  he 
understood,  received  the  benefits  of  the  asylum ;  j 


and  he  was  unwilling  to  tax  tbe  poor  for  their 
support}  and  it  was  furthermore  a  precedent 
which  might  hereafter  be  regretted  when  too 
late.    He  moved  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Terrt  replied  that  the  institution  waa 
strictly  charitable,  as  it  was  almost  exclusively 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent. 

Mr.  PoiifDBXTBR  was  unwiuing  to  vote  a  do- 
nation of  the  public  lands  for  this  object;  a  simi- 
lar donation  nad  been  refused  to  the  individual 
States  for  the  beoefit  of  an  university,  dbc. 

Mr.  Pitkin  replied  to  the  opponents  of  the  bill 
at  some  length,  and  supported  the  humanity  and 
extensive  usefulness  and  benign  effects  of  the 
institution. 

The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  was  lost;  and 
the  question  being  on  a  third  reading,  the  debate 
became  more  extensive — it  being  supported  by 
Messrs.  Orr.  Terrt,  Colston,  and  Mercer  ; 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Barbour  ; 
the  last  named  gentleman  moving  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  which  was  negatived — 
ayes  43,  noes  60,  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HolmbSj 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession,  under  the  treaty,  with 
Spain,  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  providing 
for  the  temporary  government  of  the  territory.. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing a  provision  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 
and  of  the  western  boundary,  in  pursuance  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty,  aud  providing  the  supa 
of  — ^  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  oT  the  said 
commission. 

Mr.  H.  in  proposing  this  amendment,  remark- 
ed, that  it  was  made  rather  in  pursuance  of  the 
suggestion  of  one  of  the  Executive  Departments) 
(the  Secretary  of  State,)  by  whom  it  was  consid- 
ered necessaryj  than  because  it  had  been  deemed 
essential  by  tbe  committee.  It  remained  for  the 
House  to  decide  whether  it  was  now^  proper  or 
not. 

Mr.  Poindeztbr  thousht  that  Congress  would 
act  more  understand ingly  on  this  subject,  if  it 
waited  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  It  was 
not  now  known  what  the  duties  of  thos^  commis- 
sioners would  be  $  how  extensive,  what  amount 
of  spoliations  they  would  have  to  adjust,  d&c* 
The  bill  constituting  the  commissioners  ou^ht  to 
point  out  the  place  of  their  sitting,  what  kind  of 
evidence  they  should  receive,  dbc.  All  these  points 
could  be  better  settled  and  provided  for  after  the 
treaty  was  ratified — until  then,  the  provision 
would  be  premature. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  replied,  in  substance,  that  there 
was  little  doubt  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty; 
and  that  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners now,  much  time  would  be  saved ;  that 
many  of  the  sufferers  from  these  spoliations  look* 
ed  to  this  settlement  for  relief  from  their  distress; 
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that  as  the  treaty  would,  io  all  probability,  be  rat- 
ified by  July,  five  or  fix  months  of  delay  would 
be  avoided ;  that,  supposing  the  Gk>vernment 
should  allow  the  sufferers  interest  on  their  claims, 
a  prompt  settlement  would  be  an  important  sav- 
ing to  tne  Government;  that  the  proceedings  on 
the  Louisiana  convention  were  similar  to  what 
was  now  proposed;  and  finally,  that  as  some 
good  might  result  from  the  amendment,  and  no 
inconvenience  whatever,  it  had  better  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Clat  expressed  great  confidence  in  all  the 
committees  of  the  House,  but  desired  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  which  was,  whether  the  blank  in 
the  amendment  for  the  compensation  of  the  com- 
missioners was  also  proposed  in  pursuance  of  the 
suggestion  of  the  same  Executive  officer,  who  it 
seemed  had  suggested  the  amendment  itself,  and 
if  so,  what  that  sum  was  intended  to  be?  Mr. 
C.  proceeded  to  remark,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkin- 
SOM,  that  he  might  spare'  himself  any  trouble  about 
ifUereet  on  these  claims ;  if  the  claimants  should 
get  the  principal,  they  would,  in  his  opinion,  do 
very  well,  as  the  amount  of  tne  claims  probably 
exceeded  the  Ave  millions  to  be  paid.  But  the 
truth  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  legislation  on  this  subject 
was  premature,  and  not  justified  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case.  There  was  no  doubt  the  treaty  would 
be  ratified  by  the  King  of  BpaiUjUnless,  on  this  as 
on  some  other  subjects,  he  should  be  mad ;  and 
when  the  House  had  authorized  the  President 
merely  to  take  possession  of  the  territory,  there 
legislation,  at  present,  ought  to  stop.  As,  how- 
ever, Ferdinand  might  think  proper  to  withhold 
his  assent  from  the  treaty,  this  Qovernment  would 
cut  rather  a  ridiculous  figure,  if  it  should  now 
proceed  in  anticipation  to  execute  its  stipolations. 
Another  objection  Mr.  C.  observed  was,  that 
these  commissioners  required  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate,  and  no  time  would  be  gained  by  this 
amendment,  unless  the  commissioners  were  per- 
.mitted  to  act  before  their  appointment  should  be 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  But,  at  anv  rate,  very 
little  time  would  be  gained— a  month  or  two  at 
most,  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  he  did  not  think,  even  if  were 
proper,  that  it  would  be  worth  while  now  to  act 
on  It. 

Mr.  Holmes  replied  that  he  was  prepared  to 
propose  a  sum  for  the  blank,  if  the  amendment 
should  prevail.  As  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Exe- 
cutive officer  referred  to,  Mr.  H.  said,  there  were 
frequent  occasions,  on  subjects  like  the  present, 
where  an  Executive  officer  might  be  consulted 
advantageously  to  the  public  interests.  A  sum, 
it  was  true,  had  been  suggested  to  the  commit- 
tee, which  was  considered  requisite  to  provide  for 
the  service  proposed  by  the  amendment,  but  the 
House  could  decide  if  that  sum  was  proper.  The 
objection  to  this  amendment  derived  from  the 
necessary  confirmation  of  the  appointment  of  the 
commissioners  by  the  Senate,  Mr.  H.  said^  had 
weight  in  it ;  and  unless  they  could  be  appointed 
this  session,  they  would  be  unable  to  act  in  the 
recess.  Indeed  ne  thopght  the  bill,  as  it  was,  suf- 
ficient for  the  present  purposes ;  but  in  ofiering  the 


amendment,  it  was  believed  it  would  expedite  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  and  be  a  saving  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTSR*  among  other  remarks,  said, 
the  President  could  not  make  original  appoint- 
ments in  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  all  he  could 
do  was  to  fill  vacancies — therefore,  he  could  not 
appoint  the  commissioners  during  the  recess  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  JoBNSoii,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  every 
day  discovered  some  improvement  io  legislation ; 
every  day  brought  forth  some  novelty  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House.  Mr.  J,  then  expressed 
his  strong  disapprobation  of  the  practice  of  hav- 
ing salaries  and  appropriations  pointed  out  to  the 
House  by  Executive  officers ;  and  contended  that 
the  House  could  fix  the  salary  of  an  officer,  and 
know  what  was  proper  without  any  advice  irorn 
that  quarter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative  without 
a  division;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time, passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Miodlbtoh, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  Mr.  Pitkih 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  acta 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  MiDDLSTON  took  a  succinct  view  of  the 
provisions  of  this  bill^  the  evils  it  was  intended 
to  remedy,  the  necessity  for  its  enactment,  6lc. 

Much  debate  arose  on  different  features  of  this 
bill,  as  they  came  under  consideration.  The  third 
and  fourth  sections,  which  provide  bounties  for 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  public  vessels  which 
shall  capture  slaves  importing  into  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  informers  who  lead  to  the  cob- 
viction  of  smugglers  of  slaves  into  the  Union, 
were  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Strothbr  for  vari- 
ous reasons  of  expediency^  and  not  from  unwill- 
ingness to  destroy  the  traffic  and  kidnapping,  dbe., 
oC  slaves,  Mr.  Nblbon,  opposed  these  sections 
because  the  penalties  were  not  heavy  enough  for 
the  ofience,  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  pun* 
ished  with  death. 

Mr.  Mbbobr  supported  the  bill  throughout,  ex- 
plaining and  defending  its  provisions  against  ail 
objections. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Botlbr,  of 
Louisiana,  proposed  the  following  as  an  additional 
section,  which  he  prefaced  by  a  few  remarks  to 
show  that  the  clause  he  offered  vras  called  for  bv 
a  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  State  which 
he  represented.  The  amendment  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  and  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion, viz: 

<*  That  it  diall  be  the  duty  of  the  eonunander  of  anr 
armed  veesel  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shaU 
make  any  caplnrs  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to 
bring  tlie  vciesel  and  her  cargo  fiv  adjvdioation  into 
some  of  the  porto  of  the  State  or  Tenitoiy  to  whieh 
such  vessel  so  captured  shall  belong,  if  he  ^n  aaeer- 
tsin  the  same,  if  not,  then  to  be  sent  into  any  conve- 
nient port  of  the  United  Sutes." 
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Mr.  PiRDALLj  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  of- 
fered the  following^,  as  an  additiooal  section  which 
was  agreed  to,  viz  : 

<*  That  erery  person  who  shall  import  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  knowinglj  aid  or  abet  the  importation 
into  the  United  States,  of  any  African  negro,  or  other 
person,  with  intent  to  eell  or  use  such  negro,  or  other 
person,  so  to  be  imported,  as  a  slaTe,or  shall  purchase 
any  such  slare,  knowing  him  or  her  to  be  thus  import- 
ed, shall,  on  con^ction  thereof,  in  any  drcnit  court  of 
the  Unitad  States,  bepanished  by  death." 

After  nnsnecessfal  attempts  of  Mr.  Strotber, 
to  strike  oat  the  third  and  fourth  sections,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amendments  to 
the  House  which  were  concurred  in ;  and  the  bill 
Wme  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thi-rd  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Con* 
necticut  Asylum,  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Strotber  spoke  some  time  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Terrt, 
PiTKiH,  and  LivtiRMORE ;  when  the  bill  was  pass- 
ed, ayes  57,  noes  45,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 


dhta^M 


Tuesday,  Maro^  2. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  tod  MeaBs,  to  wnich  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  treaties  con- 
clodcd  with  several  Indian  tribes  therein  men- 
tioned," reported  the  same,  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  cotnmitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  tonlay. 

Mr.  RiOB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the 
ibUowioB  titles,  to  wit :  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Rosalie  P.  Destande,"  and  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Franois  B.  Langaille,"  reported  the  said  bills, 
with  an  amendment  to  the  latter,  and  the  bills 
were  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
t»-day. 

Mr.  H.  Nblsob,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Ji^teiary,  to  which  is  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  eatiiied  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan 
Q.  Birdseye  and  Daniel  Booth,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  wAs  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  PoiNnszTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  an  artist  to  ascertain  the 
latitude  of  96  degrees  80  minutes  north,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  op  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the  registers  and 
•eoeirers  of  public  aionsys. 

Mr.  TaLEiMASGi  moved  to  amem)  the  bill  by 
striking  out  14.500^  theamooot  of  salary  fixed  by 
cba  SeMt^  and  to  msort  $3,000$  which  motion, 
lifUr  some diseussioB,  was  agreed  to;  and  then, 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  bill  was  indefi- 
nif^ly  postponed. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  JoHRSoti,  of  Kentucky,  the 


Military  Committee  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  all  such  petitions  referred 
to  them  at  the  present  session,  upon  which  they 
have  not  yet  reported;  and  the  said  petitions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fond,  made 
to  the  House  during  the  present  session,  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tion therein  contained,  after  some  explanatory 
remarks  by  Mr.  P.,  was  concurred  in,  as  follows: 

"  Resohedf  That  the  Commissioners  of  ths  Navy 
Pension  Fund  be  instrncted  to  nse  all  the  means  which 
the  laws  place  within  their  jpowert  to  coerce  payment 
of  the  buances  due  to  the  fund  torn  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  indebted  to  the  same,  and  that  they  ra^ 
port  to  the  House  of  Representatives  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  particnlar 
statement  of  the  means  which  have  been  used,  and 
the  sBceess  of  Uiose  means  in  accomplishing  the  ob- 
jects of  this  resolution :  And  also,  that  they  report 
whether  any,  and  what,  additional  legislative  provistons 
maybe  neeessary  to  compel  a  compliance  with  the 
diBereiit  provisions  of  the  laws  on  tfaas  subject*' 

Mr.  Pleasabts,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  incorporate  into  one  act  the  several  acts 
concerning  hosj^itals,  and  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  P.,  made  by  the 
instroction  of  the  Naval  Committee,  the  bill  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  all  such  peti- 
tions, add  other  matters  referred  to  them  at  the 
present  session,  upon  which  they  have  not  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  SouTBABD,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affitirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for 
the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  the 
frontier  settlements,''  reported  the  same  witnout 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriatioDs  to  carry  into  effect  treaties  con- 
cluded with  the  several  Indian  tribes  therein  men- 
tioned." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  payments  to  in- 
valid pensioners,"  with  amendments;  and  they 
have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the 
salary  of  the  superintendent  thereol;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Yincent  Grant ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Lefebre;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Labe- 
doyere  de  Kermion ;  and  an  act  providing  for  the 
correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at 
the  land  offices :  in  which  amendments,  and  five 
last  mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nathan  Q.  Birdseye  and  Daniel 
Booth,^'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Angrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
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An  act  avthoriziDg  the  stle  of  certain  military 
sites  ;  sod  an  act  io  addition  to  the  acts  prohibit- 
ing the  skve  tiade;  wereseFeraliy  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed.  ^ 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebre ;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Qrant;  and  an  act 
relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of 
the  superintendent  thereof;  were  sereraliy  read 
twice,  aod  referred ;  the  /{nl  and  $coond  to  the 
same  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-daj ;  the  third 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  the jourth  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bills  of  this  House,  or  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  regulating  the  payments  to  invalid 
peDsioners;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Ring  and  Luther  Frink ;  were  read,  and  severally 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FoLOBR,  from  a  select  committee^  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Pettibone,  (renewing  his  patent  for 
welding  steel  to  iron,)  reported  tiwt  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  pass  the  bill ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  mesMge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Gommissiotters 
for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land 
in  the  district  ef  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the 
claims  to  lands  at  Qreen  Bav  and  Praine  du 
Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;"  in  which 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the 
land  offices,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
retumed  to  the  Senate. 

masOUBI  STATE. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  authorizing  the  formation  ^f  a 
State  government  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
and  concurred  in  all  of  them,  ezeept  that  which 
struck  out  the  prohibitory  clause  concerning  the 
admission  and  toleration  of  slavery. 

Some  debate  arising  again  on  the  principle  of 
this  amendment,  Mr.  Tallmadob  moved  the  in- 
definite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  discussed  at  some  length; 
Messrs.  MiLLfl,  TATLon,  and  Tallmadob,  sup- 
porting the  postponement,  and  Messrs.  Soorr, 
Andbbsoii,  of  Kentucky^pmoBxm^uoKnn, 
of  Virginia,  Babbouu,  of  Virginia,  andBuoBSR, 
opposing  it ;  and  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yens  09,  nays  74,  as  follows : 

TiAs — Messrs.  Adsms, -Anderson  of  Pennsylfsnia, 
Barber  of  Ohio,  Batemsn,  Bennett,  Boden,  Boss,  Corn- 
stocky  Crsfts,  Cushman,  Dsrilngton,  Ellioott,  Folger, 
Fuller,  Gsge»  Gilbert,  Hsle,  HsU  of  Belawsre,  Hss- 
bfoudCf  Hendricks,  Herkimer,  Herriek,  Hopkiason, 
Hoetetter,  Habbsid,  Hunter,  Irving  of  Mew  York, 
Kinney,  Kirtlsad,  Lineoint  Linn,  Idvermore,  W.  Ma- 
einy,  W.  P.  Madi^  Mmon  of  Bhode  Island*  Meiriil^ 


Mills,  Ssmuel  Moere,  Maissy,  Jeiemish  Melsn,  Ofle, 
Pshner,  Pstterson,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Risk,  Bisb- 
ards,  Kogeis,  Rnggles,  Ssmpson,  Schuyler,  Sergssnt, 
Sherwood,  ^Isbee,  Southsid,  TalloMdis,  Tsn,  Tsf» 
k>r,  Tsrry,  Tompkins,  Upbam,  WsUsoe,  Wendoeer, 
Wsstsrki,  Whiisside,  Wilkin,  WilUsms  of  Oonaseta' 
cut,  end  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  BsII,  Barbour  of  Vs.,  Bsyley,  Beeeher, 
Bloosadeld,  Blount,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  Loniusna, 
Campbell,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Crawibrd,  Culbreth, 
DsTidson,  Beehs,  Esrie,  Edwards,  Errin  of  South  Car- 
olina, Ployd,  Han  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hogg, 
Holmes,  Huntington,  Johnson  of  Tirginb,  Johnson 
of  Keatneky,  Jones,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLean 
of  Illinois,  MeCoy,  Marr,  Mason  of  Massachusetts, 
Mercer,  Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New, 
Newton,  Ogden,  Owen,  Panrott,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pin- 
dall,  Pleasants,  Poindeztei^  Reed  of  Georgia,  Shea, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Seybert,  S.  Sndth,  Bal- 
lard Smitii,  Alexander  Smyth,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North 
Carolina,  Strother,  Stnart  of  Maryland,  Terrell,  Trint- 
Ue,  Tucker  of  Yirginia,  Tucker  of  Booth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  CaroUna,  Walker  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

All  the  said  amendments  were  then  concurred 
in,  except  that  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause:  "Tne  further  introduction  of 

*  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  be  prohibited, 

*  except  for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  where- 
'  of  the  partv  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

*  And  that  all  children  of  slaves  born  within  the 
'  said  State,  after  the  sdmission  thereof  into  the 

*  Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  service 
'  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  f*  and  insert, 
^  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  shall  never  in- 
^  terfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by 
'  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  regulations 
^  Congress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 

*  titles  in  such  soil,  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers  ; 
'  and  that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  land^  the 

'  property  of  the  United  States;  and  io  no  case 

*  shall  non-resideot  proprietors  be  taxed  higher 

*  than  residents." 

Mr.  AuAMB  opposed  the  concurrence  at  some 
length. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Senate  in  striking  out  the  said  clause,  and 
deteriained  in  the  negative — yeas  76,  nays  78,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson  of  Kentooky,  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bayley»  Bloom- 
field,  Blonnt,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb, 
Colston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cniger,  Culbreth,  Band- 
son,  Desha,  Earle,  Bdwards,  Errin  of  South  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Oamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
rison, Hogg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ilfinois,  McCoy,  Marr,  Mason 
of  Massachusetts,  Mercer,  Middlelon,  H.  Nelson,  T. 
M.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen,  PsrroCt,  Pe- 
gram, Peter,  Pindall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Queries^ 
Reed  of  Maiyland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rhiggold, 
Robertson,  Settle,  &  Smith,  BaL  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth, 
Speed,  Stewsrt  of  N.  Carolina,  Stiother,  Stewart  of 
Maryland,  Terrell,  TriaUe,  Tucker  of  Virgmia,  Tuck- 
ar  of  South  CsroUna,  Tyler,  Walfcss  el  Neith  Csie- 
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Una,  WsIkflT  of  Kentackj,  and  WiUitmt  of  North 
Carolina. 

Natb — Moasn.  Adami,  Allen,  Andanon  of  Pann- 
ayWania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Beeeher,  Bennett, 
Boden,  Bom,  Campbell,  Comatock,  Crafti,  Cnahman, 
Darlington,  Drake,  Ellicott,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gage,  Gil- 
bert, Halo,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haabroack,  Hendricka, 
Herkimer,  Herrick,  Hopkinaon,  Hoatetter,  Hubbard, 
Hunter,  Huntington,  Irring  of  New  York,  Kinaey, 
Kirtland,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  Madi^,  W. 
P.  Maclay,  Mawn  of  JL  laland,  Merrill,  Milla,  Robert 
Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Murraj,  Jeremiah  Nelaon, 
Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patteraon,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice, 
Rich,  Rieharda,  Rogera,  Rugglee,  Sampion,  Schuyler, 
Sergeant,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Southard,  Tali- 
madge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkini,  Upham,  Wal- 
Uce,  WendoTor,  Weaterlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WU- 
liama  of  Connecticut,  and  Wilaon  of  PennaylTania. 

So  the  House  refused  to  agree  with  the  Senate 
in  strikioff  out  the  clause,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
tamed  to  the  Senate. 

SENATE  BILLQ,  dec 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  into  effect  treaties  concluded  with 
the  several  Indian  tribes  therein  mentioned,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements. 

This  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Barbour,  on 
various  grounds  of  eipediencv,  without  being  at 
all  opposed  to  the  object  which  the  bill  had  in 
view,  but  which  it  was  not  calculated  to  effect, 
and  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mills, 
Mercbr,  Tallhadqr,  and  Harrison,  and  was 
finally  negatived— ayes  25,  noes  78;  and  the  bill 
was  tnen  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to 
a  thkd  reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time  ac- 
.cordTngly,  passed,  and  returned. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  to  land  and  establishing  land  offices  in  the 
district  east  of  the  island  of  Orleans. 

Mr*  LowNDBS,  for  reasons  which  he  offered  at 
larffe  to  the  House,  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely.  The  motion  waa  earnestly  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Poindbzter  and  Butlbr  of  Louisi* 
ansi  and  wan  finally  agreed  to ;  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbrrt,  this  vote  was  snbse* 
queotlv  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading;  and  was  read  a  third  time,  passed 
and  returned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibit^ 
ing  the  slave  trade,"  with  an  amendment.  They 
have  also  passed  a  ^  resolution  directing  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  printing  of  Congress  shall  be 
executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers,''  in 
which  amendment  and  resolution  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  directing 
the  manner  of  txeeating,  and  fixing  the  prices  to 


be  paid  for  the  public  printing,  was  thrice  read, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in 
addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting- the  slave  trade," 
was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Union  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hugh  Nelson  in  the  chair,)  and 
was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

MISSOURI  STATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing that  they  adhere  to  their  amendment, 
(striking  out  the  restriction  of  slavery,)  to  the 
bill  aothorixing  a  State  government  for  the  Mis- 
souri Territory. 

The  said  message  was  then  taken  up;,  when 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  that  this  House  adhere  to 
its  disagreement  to  said  amendment;  which  mo- 
tion brought  on  a  renewal  of  the  debate  on  the 
subject;  in  which  the  restriction  was  zealously 
supported  by  Messrs.  Taylor,  Mills,  and  Tall* 
MADOB,  and  as  zealouslv  opposed  by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Cobb  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  detainiog  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  any  length  of  time.  He  was  too  sensible  of 
the  importance  of  each  moment  which  yet  re- 
mained of  the  session,  to  obtrude  many  remarks 
upon  their  patience.  But,  upon  a  measure  in* 
voiving  the  important  consequences  that  this  did, 
he  felt  it  to  be  an  imperious  duty  to  express  his 
sentiments,  and  to  enter  his  most  solemn  proteat 
against  the  principle  proposed  for  adoption  by  the 
amendment.  Were  gentlemen  aware  o(  what 
they  were  about  to  do  1  Did  they  foresee  no  evil 
consequences  likely  to  result  out  of  the  meaaoie 
if  adopted  1  Could  they  suppose  that  the  Soathera 
States  would  submit  with  patience  to  a  measure, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  exclude  them 
from  all  enjoyment  of  the  vast  region  purchased 
by  the  United  States  beyond  the  Mississipni,  and 
which  belonged  equally  to  them  as  to  the  ff  or  th- 
em States?  He  ventured  to  assure  them  that 
they  would  not.  The  people  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  as  they  are  called,  know  their  rights,  and 
will  insist  upon  the  enjoyment  of  them.  He 
should  not  now  attempt  to  go  over  ground  already 
occupied  by  others,  with  much  more  ability,  and 
attempt  to  show  that,  by  the  treaty  with  France^ 
the  people  of  that  territory  were  secured  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  property  which  they  held  in 
their  alavea.  That  the  proposed  amendment  waa 
an  infraction  of  this  treaty,  had  been  most  elearlf 
shown.  Nor  would  he  attempt  to  rescue  from 
slander  the  character  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States  in  their  conduct  towards,  and  treatment  of, 
their  black  population.  That  had  also  been  done, 
with  a  degree  of  force  and  eloquence  to  which  he 
could  pretend  no  claim,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  and  the  honorable 
Speaker.  He  was,  however,  clearly  of  opinion 
that  Congress  possessed  no  power  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  adopt  the  principle  proposed  in  the 
amendment.    He  called  upon  t(ie  advocates  of  it 
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to  point  out,  and  lay  their  fioffer  upon,  that  clause 
of  the  GoDstitution  of  the  United  States  which 
gives  to  this  body  the  right  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject.  Could  they  show  in  what  clause  or  sec- 
tion this  right  was  expressly  given,  or  from  which 
it  could  be  inferred  1  Unless  this  authority  could 
be  shown,  Congress  would  be  assuming  a  power, 
if  the  amendmeDt  prerailed,  not  delegated  to  them, 
and  most  dangerous  in  its  exercise.  What  is  the 
end  and  tendency  of  the  measure  proposed?  It 
is  to  impose  upon  the  State  of  Missouri  conditions 
not  imposed  upon  any  other  State.  It  is  to  de- 
prive her  of  one  branch  of  sovereignty  not  sur- 
rendered by  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  not 
even  those  beyond  the  Ohio;  for  all  of  them  had 
legislated  upon  this  subject:  all  of  them  had 
decided  for  themselves  whether  slavery  should 
be  tolerated  at  the  time  they  framed  their  several 
constitutions.  He  would  not  now  discuss  the 
propriety  of  admitting  slavery.  It  is  not  now  a 
question  whether  it  is  politic  or  impolitic  to  tol- 
erate slavery  in  the  United  States^  or  in  a  par- 
ticular State.  It  was  a^ discussion  into  which  he 
woald  not  permit  himself  to  be  dragged.  Admit, 
however,  its  moral  improprietv:  yet  there  was  a 
vast  difference  between  moral  impropriety  and 
political  sovereignty.  The  people  of  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania  may  deem  it  highlv  immoral 
and  politically  improper  to  permit  slavery,  but 
yet,  they  possess  the  sovereign  right  and  power 
to  permit  it,  if  they  choose.  They  can  to-morrow 
80  alter  their  constitutions  and  laws  as  to  admit 
it,  if  they  were  so  disposed.  It  is  a  branch  of 
sovereignty  which  the  old  thirteen  States  never 
surrendered  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Now  the  bill  proposes  that  the  new 
State  shall  be  admitted  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  It  is  in  this 
way  only  that  she  can  be  admitted,  under  the 
Constitution.  These  words  can  have  no  other 
meaning  than  that  she  shall  be  required  to  sur- 
render no  more  of  her  rights  of  sovereignty,  than 
the  other  States,  into  a  union  with  which  she  is 
about  to  be  admitted,  have  surrendered.  But  if 
the  proposed  amendment  is  adopted,  will  not  this 
new  State  be  shorn  of  one  branch  of  her  sover- 
eignty, one  right,  which  the  other  States  miiy 
and  have  exercised,  (whether  properly  or  not,  is 
immaterial,)  and  do  now  exercise  whenever  thev 
think  fill  ^ 

^  Mr.^  C.  observed  that  he  did  conceive  the  prin- 
ciple involred  in  the  amendment  pregnant  with 
danger.  It  was  one^  he  repeated,  to  which  he 
believed  the  people  of  the  region  of  country  which 
he  represented  would  not  quietly  submit.  Re 
might  perhaps  subject  himself  to  ridicule  for  at- 
tempting the  display  of  a  spirit  of  prophecy  which 
he  did  not  possess,  or  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for 
which  he  was  entitled  to  little  credit.  But  he 
warned  the  advocates  of  this  measure  against  the 
certain  effects  which  it  must  produce.  Effects 
destructive  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Union.  He  believed  that  they  were  kindling  • 
fire  which  all  the  waters  of  the  ocean  could  not 
extinguish.  It  could  be  extinguished  only  in 
bloodl 


The  question  was  fioally  taken  on  adhering  to 
the  former  decision  of  the  House,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  adhering 
78,  against  it  66.  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.'  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusstts, 
Anderson  of  PennqrWsnis,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bmteman, 
Beecher,  Bennett,  Boss,  Campbell,  ComsCock,  Crafts, 
-Coshman,  Darlington,  Drake,  Bllieott,  Folger,FttUev, 
Gage,  Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delawaie^  Hasbronck* 
Hendricks,  Herkimer,  Hemck,  Hitdieock,Hopkinson, 
Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  HantingUm,  Irving  of 
New  York,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  W. 
Maclay,  W.  P.  Maday,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Mer- 
rill, Mills,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Mosdey, 
Murrav,  J.  Nelson,  Ogle,  Oir,  Palmer, Patterson,  Paw- 
ling, Atkin,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers,  Rngglea, 
Bampson,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Sherwood,  SiUiee, 
Southard,  TallmadgcTarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins, 
Upham,  WaUace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside, 
Whitman,  Wilkin,  Williams  of  ConnecUcul,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Abbot;  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bay  ley,  Bloom- 
field,  Blount,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb, 
Colston,  Crawford,  Davidson,  Desha,  Edwards,  Ervia 
of  South  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gametl,  Harrison, 
Herbert,  Hogg,  Holmesj  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jones^ 
Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane  of  Delaware,  MciLeaa 
of  Illinoii,  McCoy,  Marr,  Mason  of  Massachusetts, 
Mercer,  Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ogden,  Owen,  Pairott,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pindall* 
Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Settle,  8.  Smith,  Ballard  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 
Strother,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tudner 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  and 
WiUiams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  adherence  of  the  two  Houses  to  their  re- 
spective opinions,  precluding  any  further  propo- 
sitions or  compromise  on  the  subjecti  the  bill  was 
of  course  lost. 

,  The  House  then  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Habeison, 
(Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  concerning 
invalid  pensioners,  and  made  some  progress  there- 
in ;  when,  about  sunset,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


WsniiBanaT,  March  3. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Poat 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  such  matters  and  things 
as  may  have  been  referred  to  them  at  the  present 
session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Plbasantb,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Marine  and  Navy  Hospital  Funds, 
were  instructed  to  report  to  this  nouse,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
whether  any  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  lawa 
constituting  and  reg^ulating  these  funds ;  and  if 
they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  chang^es  are  ne- 
cessary, that  they  report  the  same,  with  a  plan 
for  establishing  such  a  system  as  will,  in  their 
opinions,  best  promote  the  object  of  the  institu- 
tions. 
I     The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
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of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Jones," 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  M^ehael  Hogan»'' 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  eoneuxred  in  by  the  House;  and  the  biU 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Hoose  af  mo  resolved  itself  into  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  of  the  present 
seesioB,  coneernioc  inTalid  pensioners.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-day.  which  was  subsequently  done, 
and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill,  in  addition  to,  and  altera- 
tion of,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish 
exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries ;"  as  also,  on  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  establish  the  com^nsation  of  the  offieers 
emplpy^^  ^^  ^^  colleetion  of  the  duties  on  iqir 
fMts  and  toanage,  and  for  other  other  purposes, 
and  OB  the  eeveral  eabjeots  thereto  committed ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  the  first  mentioned  bill  without  amend- 1 
ment,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  residue 
of  the  order  J  whieh  was  granted  by  the  House. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ea- 

froesed  and  read  a  third  time^  to-day,  which  was 
one,  and  the  bill  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  *'An  act  to  author- 
ize the  building, erecting,  and  placing  light-houses, 
beacons,  and  buoys,  on  places  designated  in  Boston, 
Bozzarcrs  and  Uhesapeake  Bays,  Lakes  Ontario 
and  Erie,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "An  act  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads  f^  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
establish  a  temporary  government  therein ;''  with 
amendments  to  each.  The  Senate  have  also 
passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress ;"  in  w^ch  amend- 
ments and  bill  they  ask  the  concurr(»Qce  of  this 
House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands." 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTSB  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ; 
both  of  which  motions  being  rejected, 

Mr.  Ball  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely! when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmsb,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
d^t  or  the  United  States  to  uke  possession  of 


East  and  West  Florida,  and  to  establish  a  tem- 
porary government  therein,''  were  taken  up  and 
read;  whereupon, 

BeMclvedy  That  this  House  (oncur  in  all  the 
said  amendments,  except  that  which  proposes  to 
add  a  new  section  as  the  fifth  section  of  the  said 
bill,  with  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  of 
the  said  amendments. 

Resolvtii  That  this  House  do  not  agree  to  so 
much  of  the  said  amendments,  as  proposes  to  add 
a  new  section  to  the  said  bill. 

.  The  amendments  proposed  hj  the  Senate  to 
bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  building,  erecting,  and  pla- 
cing lighuhouses,  beacons,  and  buoys,  on  places 
designated  in  Boston,  Buzzard's  and  uhesapeake 
bays.  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses ;  and.  An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
fix  the  lime  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress," 
was  read  twice }  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAaioua, 
of  Virginia,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Colston  moved  the  House  again  to  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, making  further  provision  for  the  sale  pf  the 
public  lands ;  which  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House,  enti- 
tled An  act  fotthe  relief  of  Henry  Batman,  with 
an  amendment;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  HQ^se. 

The  amendment  was  read^  and  concurred  in. 

The  House  adjourned  until  6  o'clock^  P.  M. 

8up  c^olock,  P.  Af  . 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees  Hill ;"  which  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  engines, 
^od  for  buildinff  houses  for  the  safekeeping  or 
the  same."  Thel>ill  was  reported  without  am^d'- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tp-day- 
It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  tii^e,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oonw,  the  several  persons 
who  have  presented  petitions  to  this  House  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  and  apon  which  the  House 
have  not  acted,  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  same, 
and  also  the  several  papers  which  have  been  e|(- 
hibited  bv  them  in  sup{)ort  thereof. 

The  House  resolvea  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  AquiUa  GUes."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biil^  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  a  new  land  office  m  the  State  of 
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UlinoU ;"  in  which  bQl  thejr  ask  the  eooeorreoee 
of  this  House. 
Mr.  Taylor  mored  the  Hooie  to  come  to  the 

following  order : 

Ordered^  That  no  printing  directed  by  this  Honae 
to  be  executed  thall  be  receired  from  the  printer,  by 
the  officers  thereof,  after  the  fint  day  of  May  next 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  aot  to 
tstabiish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  lUinois,'^ 
was  read  the  first  time;  and,  on  the  qaestion, 
Shall  the  said  bill  be  read  the  second  time?  there 
appeared— yeas  70,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

TxA»— Meierf.  Abbot,  Anatm,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Ber- 
bonr  of  Yirginia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bayle?,  Batler  of 
Loninana,  Cobb,  Comitock,  Davidson,  6rake,  Elli- 
eott,  P4aher,  Floyd,  Fblger,  Gamett,  Gilbert,  Hall  of 
If orth  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Holmes, 
Hnbberd,  Irring  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Jones,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  McLean  of 
Illinois,  Mason  of  Massachnsetts,  Mercer,  Middleton, 
Samnel  Moore,  Moseley,  Jeremish  Nelson,  H.  Nelson, 
Neiwton,  Ogle,  Owen,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pegram,  Peter, 
Pitkin,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Ricb,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Roggles,  Sampson,  Settle, 
Seybert,  Silsbee,  Speed,  Storrs,  Stnart  of  Maryland, 
Tair,  Tfler,  Uj^am,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wal- 
ker of  Kentucky,  Westerlo,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Massadinsetts,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
syWania. 

Nats — ^Measrs.  Adams,  Bsteman,  Bennett,  Dar- 
lington, Earle,  Hopkinson,  Little,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Mnrray,  Ogden, 
Schuyler,  Sergeant,  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Terrell,  Terry,  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

Thus  it  appeared  that  a  qaoram  was  not 
present. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot^  to  the  election 
of  a  printer,  to  ezecnte  the  printing  ordered  by 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  duriojf  the. next 
Conmse,  in  pursuance  of  the  "  Resolniion  direct- 
ing toe  manner  In  which  the  printing  of  Congress 
shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 
for  the  appointment  of^a  printer  or  printers  to 
CoDgress.''  And,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
ballou,  it  appeared  that  Josbpb  Oalbs,  Jr.,  and 
William  W.  Sbaton,  under  the  firm  of  Qalbs 
and  Sbaton,  were  duly  elected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ha?e  elected  Qales  and  Seaton 
pni^^rs,  on  their  part,  to  ezecnte  the  printing  of 
the  Senate  during  the  next  Congress,  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  on  that  subject.  They  hare  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  are  about  to  adjourn,  if  he  has  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  make  to  them,  and  have 
appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 
*  The  said  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Pitkin  and  Haebison 
were  appointed  of  the  said  committee  on  their 
part. 

The  Spbakbe  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  SecreUrj  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  or  this  House  of  the  27th  nit., 
15th  CoH.  Sd  Sb88.— 46 


directing  him  to  inform  this  House  what  sums  of 
money  have  been  paid  to  the  Attorney  Cteneral 
of  the  United  States  for  extra  services,  desif^aat- 
iog  the  service,  and  the  fund  from  which  the 
money  has  been  paid  ;  which  letter  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Tbbasit&t  DxpABTinarT,  JUarek  9, 1819b 

Sin :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  27th  ultimo,  which  has  been  this 
day  received,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
inform  the  House  what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  for  extra 
services,  designating  the  serrices  and  the  fund  from 
which  the  money  has  been  paid,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1818,  there  was 
paid  to  the  Attorney  General  Uie  sum  of  $960,  and, 
on  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  the  further  sum  of 
$660.  These  two  sums  were  paid  on  the  reanisition 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  services  rendered  by  the 
Attomsy  General  in  the  trials  which  t^ok  place  in  Bal- 
timore for  violations  of  the  provisions  of  the  **  set  In 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimee 
sgainst  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned,''  passed  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1818. 

Hie  former  of  these  sums  was  paid  out  of  the  ap» 
propriatlon  of  $6,000  '*  for  the  discharge  of  such  elaima 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement 
at  the  Treasury ;"  and  the  latter  out  of  the  appropria^ 
tion  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse. 
The  whole  sum  would  have  been  paid  out  of  the  ft^ 
mer  appropriation  if  the  amount  unapplied  to  other 
objects  had  been  sufficient  to  dischsrge  it. 

Copies  of  the  requisitions  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment, upon  which  the  money  was  paid,  are  endoeed. 

No  other  payments  have  been  made  to  the  Attor^^ 
ney  General  from  the  Treasury  for  services  rendered 
to  the  United  States,  except  the  sum  of  f  100,  in  the 
year  1814,  for  services  rendered  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  against  Brown  and  others,  upon  certain 
protested  bills  <rf  exchange.  This  sum  was  pai4  out 
of  the  fund  first  above  mentioned.  The  services  for 
which  compensation  has  been  made  to  the  Attorney 
General  from  the  Treasury  were  not  rendered  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  H.  CiiAT,  Speaker  Houee  of  Ripe* 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Huob  Nblsoh,  it  was 

jReeohed,  unanimouel^f  That  the  thanks  of  thie 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Henry  Clay,  for 
the  able,  impartial,  and  dignified  manner  in  whieh  he 
has  presided  over  ito  deliberations,  and  performed  the 
arduous  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Glat  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

I  beg  you  to  receive,  gentlemen,  my  mostrespectftil 
aeknowledgmenta  for  the  flattaring  vota  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  pass.  Alwaya  entertaining  for  this 
House  the  highest  consideration,  Uie  expression  of 
your  approbation  conveys  a  gratification  as  pure  aa  it 
is  indescribable.  I  owe  it  to  truth,  howeTer,  to  say, 
gentlemen,  that,  but  for  the  almost  unlimited  confi- 
dence with  whidf  yon  have  eonstant^  sustained  the 
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Chftiif  I  should  luTe  been  utterly  iBcompeteat  to 
bhuge  it!  arduous  dnties. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  cooiie  of  our  defiberetioiiSy 
momentaiy  irritation  has  been  at  any  time  felt,  or  un- 
kind expressions  hsTe  oTer,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  fdlen 
from  any  of  ns,  lei  these  unpleasant  incidents  be  con* 
signed  to  oblivion,  and  let  us  recollect  only  the  anx- 
ious desira  whidi  has  uniformly  animated  every  one 
to  promote  what  appeared  to  lum  to  be  for  the  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country. 

One  painful  circumstance  fills  me  with  the  deepest 
xegret  It  is  that,  after  having  cooperated  with  many 
of  you,  with  some  for  years,  to  auTance  the  public 
good,  we  separate  to  meet  perhaps  no  more.  I  hm 
bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  with  which  you  have 
all  labored  to  fulfil  the  high  and  honorable  trast  com- 
mitted to  us  by  the  natiogii.    And  ereiy  one  of  yon 


viM  oairy  with  you  my  mobt  SKdout  wkhes  for  your 
individual  welfare  and  happiness. 

Mr.  PiTKiiiy  from  the  joint  comroittee  appoint- 
ed to  inform  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  two  Hooees  oft/ongress  are  about  to  ad- 
journ, if  he  had  no  further'  communications  to 
make  to  them,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
waited  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  ittforaaed  by  him  that  he  had  no  further  eom- 
munioatioos  to  make. 

A  message  was  then  received  from  the  Senate 
informing  the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  legislative  business  before  them,  are 
ready  to  adjouru;  whereupon,  the  Hotise  ad- 
journed tine  die. 
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eRBAT  BHITAIN— CONVENTION  OP  OOTO- 

BER  90,  1818. 

[Commonicated  to  the  Senate,  December  S9,  1818.] 

9h  the  Senate  qf  the  United  8tate$: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration, 
a  coDTention  signed  at  London  on  the  20th  or 
OcGober  last,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  together  with  the  docomento  showinff 
.the  eonrse  and  progress  of  the  negotiation.  I 
have  to  request  that  these  doeuments,  which  are 
original,  may  be  returned  when  the  Senate  shall 
have  acted  on  the  eoavention. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

DaoBMBBa  29, 1818. 


Birelj  and  deenly  felt  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    I  nave  the  honor,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONROB. 
A.  St.  Jobn  Baicbr,  Esq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Baker,  Chargt^  Jffairu  from 

JSngiondm 

DEPAiTMSifT  or  Statb,  July  18, 1815. 

Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
.  ft  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector  of  the  cas- 
ioms  at  fiarnalable  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
anry,  by  which  it  appears  that  an  American  res- 
.ael  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  in  longitude  ^* 
W,  latitude  48^  41'',  waa  warned  off  by  the  com- 
.nanderof  the  Britm  aloop-of-war  Jasenr,  and 
ordered  not  to  approach  within  sixty  miles  of  the 
coast ;  with  whiph  order  the  commander  of  the 
.  Anaerican  vessel  immediately  complied.    It  ap- 
pears, also,  that  a  aimilar  .warning  had  been  given 
by  the  commander  of  the  Jaseur  to  all  the  other 
American  vessels  that  were  then  in  sight. 

This  extraordinary  measure  has  excited  no 
small  degree  of  surprise.  Being  altogether  in- 
compatible With  the  righu  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  presumed  that  it  has  not  been  authorised  by 
jrour  Oovernment.  I  invite  your  attention  to  it, 
in  the  hope  that  as  jrou  have  been  ehaiged  by 
your  Ghlverament  with  the  execution  of  the  late 
tceaty  of  peace,  and  aie  acquainted  with  its  views 
on  all  questions  connected  with  it,  you  will  con- 
sider yourself  authorized  to  interpose  to  prevent 
the  progress  of  an  evil  which  will  be  so  exten- 


CoUeeter  qf  ike  Ctuiome  at  Bametabk  to  tkc  Seere' 
tary  of  tke  Treaeury. 

CoLLBOToa's  Offiox,  Babmbtablb, 

July  3,  1815. 
Sib:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the 
captain  of  a  vessel  regularly  licensed  for  the  cod 
fisher V  has  just  reported  to  this  office  that,  on  the 
19th  day  of  June  last,  being  in  longitude  65°  2(/', 
north  latitude  40®  41'',  about  forty-five  miles  dis- 
tant from  Cape  Sable,  he  fell  in  with  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  sloop-of-war  Jaseur,  N.  Lock,  corn- 
mander,  who  warned  him  off,  and  endorsed  his 
enrolment  and  license  in  (he  words  following: 

^JuNB  19  1815* 
'<  Warned  off  the  coast  by  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Jasenr,  not  to  come  within  sixty  miles. 

<'N.  LOCK,  CapiaMu" 

In  consequence  of  which,  the  fishennan  imme- 
diately left  the  fishing  ground,  and  returned  home 
without  completing  his  fare. 

The  captain  of  the  fisherman  further  states, 
that  all  the  fishing  vessels  then  in  sight  were 
warned  off  in  the  same  manner  by  the  said  Cap- 
tain Lock.    I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dbo. 

ISAIAH  L.  GRBBN, 

OoUeelor. 

Hon*  A.  J.  Dallas. 


16*.  Baker  to  Mr.  Monroe* 

PaiLADBLPBIA,  AugtUt  31,  181& 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  togtther 
with  its  enclosure,  relating  to  the  warning  off,  to 
the  distance  of  sixty  miles  from  the  coast  of  Nova 
Scotia,  of  some  American  fishing  vessels  by  His 
Majesty's  brig  Jaseur. 

This  measure  was,  as  yon  haf^  justly  presumed 
in  your  note,  totally  unauthorised  by  His  Ma- 
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jesty's  GtoTernmeot ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  acquaint  you  that  orders  have  been  giveo  by 
the  naval  cooEimanders-in-chief  on  the  Halifax 
and  Newfoundland  stations,  which  will  effectu- 
ally prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  similar  inter- 
ruption to  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States  engaged  in  fishing  on  the  high  seas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ANTHONY  ST.  J.  BAKER. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  &c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  MonroCf  Seqretary  of  State, 

to  Mr.  AdanUf  dated 

July  21, 1815. 

Among  the  acts  which  we  have  to  complain  of 
with  greatest  earnestness  is  a  late  warning  given 
by  a  commander  of  a  British  sloop-of-war  to  our 
fishermen  near  the  coast  of  the  British  northern 
colonies  to  retire  thence  to  the  distance  of  twenty 
leaffues.  This,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  done 
under  a  construction  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace, 
which,  by  being  silent  on  the  subject,  left  that 
important  interest  to  rest  on  the  ground  on  which 
it  was  placed  by  the  Treaty  of  1783.  The  right 
to  the  fisheries  required  no  new  stipulation  to 
support  it:  it  was  suflSciently  secured  by  the 
Treaty  of  1783.  This  important  object  will  claim 
Tour  early  attention.  The  measure  thus  prompt- 
ly taken  by  the  British  Qovernment,  without  any 
communication  with  this  Qovernment,  notwith- 
standing the  <leclaration  of  our  Ministers  at  Ghent 
that  our  right  would  not  be  affected  bv  the  si- 
lence of  the  treaty,  indicates  a  spirit  which  excites 
equal  surprise  and  regret— one  which  by  no 
means  corresponds  with  the  amicable  relations 
established  between  the  two  countries  by  that 
treaty,  or  with  the  spirit  with  which  it  has  been 
executed  by  the  United  States. 

As  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  solidity 
of  our  right  to  the  fisheries  in  qqestioUt  as  well  as 
to  those  on  the  Qrand  Bank  and  elsewhere  on  the 
main  ocean,  to  the  limit  of  a  marine  league  only 
from  the  coast,  (for  the  pretension  to  remove  us 
twenty  leagues  is  too  absurd  to  be  discussed,) 
I  shall  not  dilate  on  it,  especially  at  this  time. 
It  is  suflScient  to  observe  here,  that  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  take  fish  on  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland, and  09  the  coasts^ bays,and  creeks, 
of  all  other  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions 
in  America,  and  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of 
the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks,  of  Nova 
Scotia,  Magdalen  islands,  and  Labrador-!-in  short, 
that  every  right  anpertaining  to  the  fisheries, 
which  was  secured  by  the  Treatjr  of  1783,  stands 
BOW  as  unshaken  and  perfect  as  it  then  did,  con- 
stituting a  vital  part  of  our  political  existence, 
•ad  resting  on  the  saine  solid  foundation  as  our 
indepeodenae  itself.  In  the  act  of  dismember- 
ment and  partition,  the  rights  of  each  party  were 
distinctly  defined.  So  much  of  territory  and 
incidental  rights  were  allotted  to  one,  so  much 
to  the  other ;  and  as  well  might  it  be  said,  because 
our  boundary  had  not  been  retraced  by  the  late 
treaty,  in  every  part,  that  certain  portions  of  our 
territory  had  reverted  to  England,  aa  that  our 


right  to  fish,  by  whatever  name  secured,  had  ex* 
perienced  that  fate.  A  liberty  of  unlimited  du- 
ration, thus  secured,  is  as  much  a  right  as  if  it 
had  been  stipulated  by  any  other  term.  Being 
to  be  enjoyed  by  one,  adjoining  the  territory  allot- 
ted by  the  partition  to  the  other  party,  it  seemed 
to  be  the  appropriate  term.  I  have  made  these 
remarks  to  show  the  solid  ground  on  which  this 
right  is  deemed  to  rest  by  this  Ckivernmen^ 
relying  on  your  thorough  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject to  illustrate  and  support  it  in  the  most  suit- 
able manner. 

It  can  scarcely  be  presumed  that  tbe  British 
Government,  after  the  result  of  the  late  experi- 
ment, in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  and  under 
its  other  engagements,  can  seriously  contemplate 
a  renewal  of  hostilities.  But  it  often  happens 
with  nations,  as  well  as  with  individuals,  that  • 
just  estimate  of  their  interest  and  duties  is  not  an 
infallible  criterion  of  their  conduct.  We  ought 
to  be  prepared  at  every  point  to  puard  against 
such  an  event.  You  will  be  attenjiive  to  circuia- 
staoces,  and  give  us  timely  notice  of  any  danger 
which  may  be  menaced. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoMDON,  Auguet  15, 1815. 

I  had  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  slaves  in  my 
first  interview  with  him,  [Lord  Castlereagb,]  and 
be  had  then  expressed  an  intention  to  refer  it  to 
tbe  Commissioners  with  whom  we  were  then 
negotiating  the  commercial  convention.  But 
they  received  no  instructions  relative  to  it,  and 
considered  their  powers  as  limited  to  the  objects 
upon  which  my  colleagues  were  authorized,  con- 
jointly with  me,  to  treat.  The  day  before  Lord 
Castlereagb  left  town,  I  spoke  to  him  again  con- 
cerning it.  Hediad  just  received  despatches  from 
Mr.  Baker  relaijiog  to  it,  but  had  not  had  time  to 
read  them,  and  merely  told  me  that,  during  his 
absence,  Lord  Liverpool  or  Lord  Bathurst  would 
attend  to  the  business  of  his  department.  After 
writing  the  note,  of  which  the  copy  is  enclosed, 
1  requested  an  interview  with  Lord  Liverpool, 
for  which  he  appointed  last  Saturday ;  but  an 
accident  prevented  me  from  then  meeting  him. 
1  have  renewed  the  request  j  but  as  he  was  not  in 
town  when  my  note  was  sent,  it  may  be  deferred 
until  after  Mr.  Bagot's  departure. 

[NoTi. — The  letter  referred  to  in  the  aboTs  ds* 
spmtch  is  inserted  among  the  papers  relating  to  fi^e 
deportation  of  slaves-— Appendii,  Sd  session^  14Ui 
Congress.] 


Extraetrfa  letter  from  Mr.  Adame  toMr.  Monroe, 

LoMDOM,  September  5, 1815. 
In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  July 
21, 1  have  this  day  addressed  Lord  Castlereagb, 
claiming  payment  from  the  British  Qovernment 
for  the  slaves  carried  away  from  Cumberland 
island  and  the  adjoining  waters,  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  of  peaee,  and  in  contraven- 
tion to  one  of  the  express  stipnlations  of  that 
treaty. 
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My  preeediog  despatehet,  Nos*  9  and  10^  will 
liATe  informed  yoa  of  the  steps  I  htd  taken,  by 
ftn  offieial  letter  to  Lord  Gastlereach,  and  by  a 
personal  interTiew  with  the  Earl  of  Liirerpook  in 
rdatioa  to  this  subject,  previoas  to  the  receipt  of 
yoor  last  instructions.  The  letter  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlereaffh  has  hitherto  remained  unanswered;  and 
Lord  Liverpool  made  no  attempt  to  answer  either 
the  rcasoniajf  of  your  letter  on  the  subject  to  Mr. 
Baker,  or  the  statement  of  the  proof  with  regard 
to  the  meaning  of  the  article,  resulting  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  bad  been  drawn  up  and 
agreed  to.  The  substance  of  what  he  saia  was, 
that,  in  agreetag  to  the  article  as  it  stands,  they 
bad  not  Men  aware  that  it  would  bind  them  to 
restore  the  slares  whom  their  officers  had  enticed 
away  by  promises  of  freedom* 

The  ease  of  these  slaves  carried  away  from 
Cumberland  seems  not  even  to  admit  of  the  dis* 
tinetion  to  which  Mr.  Baker  and  Lord  Liverpool 
xesorted.  Yet  the  prospect  of  obtaining  either 
restoration  or  indemnity  appears  to  me  not  more 
favorable  in  this  case  than  in  any  others  of  the 
same  class.  If  there  were  any  probability  that 
this  Gh>vernment  would  admit  the  principle  of 
making  indemnity,  it  would  become  necessary 
for  me  to  remark,  that  the  list  of  slaves  trans- 
mitted to  me,  and  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  a  copy,  is  not  an  authenticated  doc- 
ument. 

[For  Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Lord  Castlersmgh,  of 
September  6, 1816,  see  Appendix  to  Annals»  Sd 
aion,  14th  Congrsas,  page  1114J 


Mxtraei  qf  a  letter  from  Jfr.  Adame  to  Mr.  ManroCf 
stating  the  aubBtance  of  a  oonwermUion  with  Lord 
Bathuret. 

LoHooif,  September  19, 1815, 

The  transactions  to  which  your  instructions  of 
the  dlst  July  have  reference  were  of  a  character 
to  excite  in  the  highest  d^ree  the  attention  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  So  many 
aimtiltaneoBs  acts  of  British  officers,  at  various 
stations  and  upon  both  elements,  indicating  a 
marked  spirit  of  hostility,  were  calculated  to  in- 
spire aeriouB  doubts  with  regard  to  the  pacific— 
not  to  say  the  amicable— dispositions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Qovernmrat;  and  the  latter  part  of  your  de- 
spatch made  it  incumbent  upon  me,  under  cer* 
tain  contingencies,  to  take  measures,  of  which 
nothing  that  had  occurred  here  had  induced  ine 
•ven  to  think,  as  precautions  which  the  course  of 
events  might  render  expedient.  The  commer- 
cial convention  had  shown  how  excessively  diffi- 
eolt  it  was  for  British  and  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  agree  upon  any  one  point  in  which  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries  were  in- 
Tolved.  It  had  shown  how  very  few  points 
there  were  upon  which  any  agreement  could  be 
made;  and  it  was  cTtdent,  from  everything  ex- 
cepting the  personal  court^ies  of  the  Prince  and 
his  cabinet,  that  the  animosities  of  the  condition 
from  which  the  two  nations  had  lately  emerged 
kad  very  little  subsided.  I  had,  however,  before 
the  receipt  of  your  despaleh,  act  a  aospicioa  that 


an  immediate  renewal  of  hostilities  was  contem- 
plated ;  and  even  now,  although  I  perceive  no 
reason  for  flattering  myself  that  any  satisfactioa 
will  be  given  us  upon  any  one  of  ocfr  causes  of 
complaint,  yet  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  act  of 
open  and  avowed  hostility  will  be  sanctioned  by 
the  British  Government  at  the  present  moment* 
It  must  however  be  added  that  the  most-^per- 
haps  the  only— unequiyocal  pledffe  of  pacific 
intentions  is  the  reduction  of  the  fleet,  not  only 
to  a  peace  establishment  but  to  an  unusuallf 
small  one.  Your  despatcL  and  the  several  pro- 
cedures to  which  it  related,  awakened  an  anxi- 
ety that  nothing  should  be  omitted  which  could 
be  of  any  possible  utility  to  our  interests  in  this 
quarter. 

Having  formally  renewed  the  claim  of  the  res- 
titution of  the  slaves  carried  awaj  contrary  to 
the  engagements  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  or  for 
payment  of  their  value  as  the  alternative,  there 
were  other  objects  which  I  deemed  it  necessary  to 
present  again  to  the  consideration  of  this  Govera- 
ment.  In  the  first  instance,  it  seemed  advisable  to 
open  them  by  a  verbal  communication;  and  I  re- 
quested of  Lord  Bathurst  an  interview,  for  whick 
be  appointed  the  14th  instant,  when  I  called  at 
his  omce  in  Downing  street.  I  said  that,  having 
lately  received  despatches  from  you  respecting 
several  objects  of  some  importance  to  the  relationa 
between  the  two  countries,  my  first  object  in  ask- 
ing to  see  him  bad  been  to  inquire  whether  ha 
had  received  from  Mr.  Baker  a  commnnicatioa 
of  the  correspondence  between  you  and  him  rela- 
tive to  the  surrender  of  Michilimackinac ;  to  the 
proceedings  of  Colonel  Nicholls  in  the  southera 
part  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  the  warning 
given  by  the  captain  of  the  British  armed  vessu 
Jaaeur  to  certain  American  fishing  vessels  to 
withdraw  from  the  fishing  grounds  to  the  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles  from  the  coast.  He  answered| 
that  he  had  received  all  these  papers  from  Mr. 
Baker  about  four  days  ago ;  that  an  answer  with 
r^ard  to  the  warning  of  the  fishing  vessels  had 
immediately  been  sent ;  but  on  the  other  subjects 
there  had  not  been  time  to  examine  the  PftP^n 
and  prepare  the  answers.  I  asked  him  it  he 
could,  without  inconvenience,  state  thesubsunce 
of  the  answer  that  had  been  sent.  He  said,  cer- 
tainljr ;  it  had  been  that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  Great 
Britain  could  not  permit  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  fish  within  the  creeks  and  dose  upoa 
the  shores  of  the  British  territoriei^  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  by  no  means  her  intention  to 
interrupt  them  fishinig  anywhere  in  the  open  sea, 
or  without  the  territorial  jurisdiction — ^a  marine 
league  from  the  shore;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
warning  given  at  the  place  stated,  in  the  case 
referred  to,  was  altogether  unauthorized.  I  replied, 
that  the  particular  act  of  the  British  commander 
in  this  instance  being  disavowed,  I  trusted  that 
the  British  Government,  before  adopting  anjr 
final  determination  upon  the  subject,  would  esti- 
mate in  candor,  and  in  that  spirit  of  amity  whick 
my  own  Government  was  anxiously  desirous  of 
maintaining  in  our  relations  with  this  country, 
the  considerations  wkiek  i  was  instructed  to  pre.* 


1461 


AFFEMIHX. 


Rebaktmwtlk  Oftai  JM(Mi. 


-  1468! 


Milt  itt- support  of  tho  right  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  fisli  on  the  whole  eoavt  of 
Nprth  America^  whieh  they  hare  uoifonnlf  en- 
joyed from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country;  that 
It  was  my  intention  to  address,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  a  letter  to  hiin  on  the  suhject.  He  said 
that  they  would  give  doe  attention  to  the  letter 
that  I  should  send  him,  but  that  Qreat  Britain 
had  explieitlr  manifested  her  intention  concern- 
ing it ;  that  this  subject,  as  I  doubtless  knew,  had 
excited  a  great  deal  or  feeling  in  this  conntry, 
perhaps  much  more  th^n  its  importance  deserved ; 
out  their  own  fishermen  considered  it  as  an  ex- 
cessive hardship  to  be  supplanted  by  American 
fishermen,  even  upon  the  very  shores  of  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.    I  said  that  those  whose  sensi- 
bilities had  been  thus  excited  had  probably  not 
considered  the  question  of  right  in  the  point  of 
view  in  which  it  had  been  regarded  by  us;  that 
they  were  the  sensibilities  of  a  partial  and  indi- 
vidual interest,  stimulated  by  the  passions  of 
competition,  and  considering  the  right  of  the 
Americans  as  if  it  had  been  a  privilege  granted 
to  them  by  the  British  Government.    If  this  in- 
terest was  to  have  weight  in  determining  the 
policy  of  the  Cabinet,  there  was  another  interest 
liable  to  be  affected  in  the  opposite  manner, 
which  would  be  entitled  equally  to  considera- 
tions—the manufacturing  interest.    The  question 
of  right  had  not  been  discussed  at  the  negotiation 
of  Ghent.     The  British  Plenipotentiaries  bad 
given  a  notice  that  the  Britieh  Qovemment  did 
not  intend  hereafter  to  grant  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  the  right  to  fish,  and  to  cure  and 
dry  fish  within  the  exclusive  British  jurisdiction 
in  America,  without  an  equivalent,  as  it  had 
been  ff  ran  ted  by  the  Treaty  of  Peaoe,  in  1783. 
The  American  Plenlpotentiafies  had  given  no- 
tice, in  return,  that  the  American  Government 
considered  aU  the  rights  and  liberties  in  and  to 
the  fisheries  on  the  whole  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica as  sufficiently  secured  by  the  possession  of 
them,  which  had  always  been  enjoyed  previous 
to  the  Revolution,  and  by  the  recognition  of  them 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  in  1783;  that  they  did 
not  think  any  new  stipulation  necessary  for  » 
further  confirmation  or  the  right,  no  part  of 
which  did  thev  consider  as  having  been  forfeited 
by  the  war.    It  was  obvious  that  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  of  1783  was  not  one  of  those  ordinary 
treaties  which,  by  the  usages  of  rrationfi,  were 
held  to  be  annulled  by  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  same  parties :  it  was  not  simply  a  treaty  of 
peace;  it  was  a  treaty  of  partition  between  two 
pans  of  one  nation,  agreeing  thenceforth  to  be 
separated  into  two  distinct  Sovereigntiee.    The 
conditions  upon  which  this  waadone  constituted, 
essentially,  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  preservation  of- all  the  fishing  rights, 
which  they  had  coastantty^  enjoyed  over  the 
whole  coast  of  North  America,  was  among  the 
most  important  of  them.    This  was  no  conces- 
sion, no  grant  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
could  be  annulled  by  a  war.    There  had  been, 
in  the  same  Treaty  of  1788,  a  right  recognised 
in  British  subjects  to  navigate  the  Miadasippi. 


Thie  right  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent 
had  considered  as  still  a  just  elaim  on  the  part* 
of  Great  Britain,  notwitbetatadiog  the  war  that 
had  interrened.  The  American  Plenipotentia- 
ries, to  remove  all  future  discuasion  upon  both 
points,  had  offered  to  agree  to  an  article  expressly 
confirming  both  the  rights.  In  declining  tl^s,aB 
offer  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britaia 
of  an  article  stipulating  to  negotiate  in  l>iiure  for 
the  renewal  of  both  the  rights,  for  equivalenta^ 
which  was  declined  by  the  American  Plenipo* 
tentiaries,  on  the  express  ground  that  its  effect 
would  hare  been  an  impliM  admission  that  the 
rights  had  been  annulteik  There  was,  therefore^ 
no  article  concerning  them  in  the  treaty,  and  the 
question  as  to  the  riffht  was  not  discussed,  i 
now  slated  the  ground  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  UniMd  States  considered  the  right  as 
subsisting  and  unimpaired.  The  Treaty  of  1783 
wns^  in  its  essential  untwei  not  liable  to  be  mn 
nulled  by  a  subsequent  war.  It  acknowledged 
the  United  States  as  a  soveieiga  and  indepen- 
dent Power.  It  would  be  an  absurdity,  incon- 
sistent with  the  acknowledgment  itselffto  sup- 
pose it  liable  to  be  forfeited  by  a  war.  The 
whole  Treaty  of  Ghent  did  coosiantly  refer  to  it 
as  existing  and  in  full  force,  nor  was  an  intima«> 
tion  given  that  any  ftirther  confirmation  of  it  waa 
supposed  to  be  necessary.  It  would  be  fsr  tko 
British  €h)vernment  ultimately  to  determine*  how 
ihr  this  reasMiiBg'  was  to  ho  admitted  as  eorreHst. 
There  were,  also,  eoneidetatioiia  of  policy  and 
expediency,  to  which  I  hoped  they  would  give 
suitable  attention,  before  they  should  come  to  a 
final  decision  upon  this  point.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  suggest  them,  that  they  might  not  be 
overlooked.  The  subject  was  viewed  by  my 
countrymen  as  highly  important,  and  I  was  anx- 
ious to  omit  no  eflott  which  might  possibly  have 
an  influence  in  promoting  friendly  sentiments 
between^  the  two  nations,  or  in  guarding-  agnlnat 
the  excitement  of  others.  These  fisheries-  af»' 
forded  the  means  of  subsistence  to  mohicudeS' 
of  people  who  were  destitute  of  any  other ;  they 
also  afforded  the  means  of  reoaittanee  to  Great 
Britain  in  pavment  for  articles  of  her  manufao- 
turea  exported  to  America.  It  was  well  under- 
stood to  be  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  that  no 
unnecessary  stimulus  should  be  given  ta  the 
manufactures  in  the  United  States,  which  wouhl 
diminish  the  impoptance  of  those  from  Greati 
Britain.  But,  by  depriving  the  fishermen  of  thai 
United  States  of  this  source  of  subsistence,  th« 
result  must  be  to  throw  them  back  upon  ibm 
country,  and  drive  them  to  the  resort  of  man»» 
facturing  far  themselves;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  would  cot  off  the  means  of  making  ra« 
mittances  in  payment  for  the  manufkcturee  of 
Gkeat  Britain. 

I  thought  it  best  to  urge  every  eonsideratioB> 
whidi  miffht  inAuence  a  party  having  other 
views  in  that  respect,  *to  avoid  coming  to  a  ool* 
lision  upon  it.  1  would  even  urge  eonttdeimtionaf 
of  humanity.  I  would  uj  that  fisheries,  the  na^* 
ture  of  which  waa  to  multiply  the  means  of  sub« 
siatenee  to  BMmkind,  were  usiuUly  oooaiderad  hyt 
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B4IMIM  mn&mt  a  tort  of  apeoial  taBofioo. 
It  was  a  cooMDoa  pnctiee  to  have  tbam  aoiatcr- 
inpced,  e?eB  ia  tima  of  wan  He  kaow,  for  ia- 
fitaaor,  that  the  Doteh  bad  beoa,  for  eeataries,  io 
the  praotiea  of  fithiag  opon  the  coasts  of  thit 
iaiaad,  and  that  they  were  aot  iotcrrapted  ia  this 
ooetipatioB  eTta  ia  ordtaary  times  of  war.  It 
was  to  ha  ioferred  from  this,  that,  to  iaterdiet  a 
fbhary,  whieh  has  been  enjoyed  for  ages,  far  from 
hetag  a  vsnal  aet  in  the  peaceable  relations  be- 
tween nations,  was  aa  indication  of  animosity, 
tiaAseeadSng  evea  the  ordiaary  course  of  hostil- 
ity ia  war.  He  said  that  no  sueh  disposition  was 
eMerlaiaed  by  the  British  GtoTernment ;  that  to 
show  the  liberality  whieh  they  had  determined  to 
eaereise  ia  this  case,  he  would  assure  me  that  the 
iastrncttoas  which  he  had  givea  to  the  officers  oa 
that  station  had  been,  not  even  to  interrupt  the 
Amtrtcan  isiieraien  who  might  hare  proceeded 
to  liiooe  coasts,  within  the  firitish  jurisdiction, 
for  the  present  year ;  to  allow  them  to  complete 
theiff  iaree,  but  to  give  them  notice  tiiat  this  priv« 
ileae  could  no  longer  be  allowed  by  Great  Britain, 
and  that  they  mtist  not  return  the  next  year.  It 
was  not  so  much  the  fishing,  as  the  drviag  and 
caring;  on  the  shores,  that  had  been  followed  by 
bad  conse^enees.  It  happened  that  our  fishcf^ 
men,  by  their  proximity,  couM  ffet  to  the  fishing 
staiionB  sooner  in  the  seasoa  than  the  British, 
wko  were  obliged  to  so  from  Europe,  and  who, 
uaoa  avrinng  there,  found  all  the  best  fishing 
places,  and  drying  and  curing  places,  pre-occu* 
pied.  This  had  often  given  rise  to  disputes  and 
quwtirels  between  them,  wiuoh  in  some  instances 
had  proceeded  even  to  blows.  It  had  disturbed 
tha  peace  among  the  inhabitants  on  the  shores  i 
and,  for  several  years  before  the  vrar,  the  com- 
plaints to  this  Qovernment  had  been  so  great  and 
so  fre<|aent  that  it  had  been  impossible  not  to  pay 
regard  to  them.  I  said  that  I  had  not  heard  of 
any  snah  complaints  before,  but  that,  as  to  th« 
disputes  arising  from  the  competitioa  of  the  fish- 
erman, a  remedj^  could,  surely^  with  ease,  be  found 
for  them,  by  suitable  regulations  of  the  Qovem- 
meat;  and  with  regard  to  the  peace  of  the  inhab- 
itaats,  there  ceald  be  little  difficulty  in  securing  it, 
as  the  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  Am«rican  fishermen 
was  limited  to  unseuled  aad  uninhabited  places, 
unless  they  could,  ia  the  others,  obtain  the  con- 
sent aad  agreement  of  the  inhabitants. 

Tha  aaswer  which  was  so  promptiv  senf  to  the 
oomplalBt  relative  to  the  warning  or  the^fishing 
Tcssels  by  the  captain  of  the  Jasenr,  will  proba- 
bly be  communicated  to  you  before  you  will  re- 
oeire  this  letter.  You  will  see  whether  it  is  so 
precise^  as  to  the  limits  withia  which  they  are 
determined  to  adhere  to  the  exclusion  of  our  fish* 
ing  vessels,  as  Lord  Bathvrst*s  verbal  statement 
of  it  to  m«^  namely,  to  the  extent  of  oae  marine 
league  from  their  shores.  Indeed,  it  is  to  the 
cunng  aad  drviag  upon  the  shore  that  they  ap- 
pear to  have  tne  strongest  objection.  But  that, 
perhaps^  is  because  they  know  that  the  iUKnediate 
owing  and  dryiuff  of  the  fish,  as  soon  as  they  are 
taiao,  is  essential  to*tbe  value,  if  not  to  the  very 
prosecution  of  the  fishery.    I  have  no  expecta- 


tion that  the  arguments  used  by  me  either  in  su|^ 

Bni  of  our  right,*  or  as  to  the  policy  of  Qreat, 
ritain,  upon  this  question,  will  have  any  weighs 
here.  Though  satisfied  of  their  validity  myself^ 
I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  upon  the  determfaaiioa 
of  the  American  Qovernment  and  people  to  maia-»- 
taitt  the  right  that  the  continuance  of  its  enjoy*^ 
ment  will  alone  depend. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Adams  to  Jfi-.  Honrou 

LoMDON,  September  26, 1816w 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copv  of  a  lette# 
which  I  have  addressed  to  Lord  Batnurst  on  tha 
subjects  referred  to  in  your  instructions  of  21sC 
July,  and  concerning  which  I  had,  on  the  Uth 
instant,  an  interview  with  him,  the  account  of 
which  was  reported  in  my  last  letter.  I  have'not 
yet  received  any  answer  to  either  of  those  which 
I  addressed  to  Lord  Castierea^h  in  rdaiioa  to  the 
slaves  carried  away  in  violation  of  the  first  arti». 
cle  of  the  Treaty  of  OheaU 


Eapkaet  of  a  ktterfrom  Mr.  Adama  to  Earl  BatkuireU 

CB4Ai.Ba  Stbbbt,  WBamiMaTBB, 

aepUmber  25^  1816. 

In  tha  conference  with  your  Lordship,  with 
which  I  was  honored  on  the  14th  instant,  I  rep- 
resented to  you,  conformably  to  the  instructionv 
which  I  had  received  from  the  Qovernment  of 
the  United  States,  the  proceedings  of  several 
British  officers  in  America,  and  upon  the  Ameri- 
can coast,  marked  with  characters  incompatible 
not  only  with  those  amicable  rriations  which  it 
is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  American  Qovem* 
ment  to  restore  and  to  cultivate,  but  even  with 
the  condition  of  peace  which  had  been  restored 
between  the  two  countries  by  the  Treaty  of 
Qheat. 

It  was  highly  satisfactory  to  be  informed  that 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Lock,  commander  of  tha 
sloop-of-war  Jaseur,  in  warning  American  fishing 
vessels  not  to  come  within  sixty  miles  of  tha 
coast  of   His   Majesty's  possessions  ia  North 
America,  was  unauthorised,  and  that  the  iastrue- 
tions  to  the  British  officers  on  that  station,  fivr 
from  warranting  such  a  procedure,  had  directed 
them  not  even  to  molest  the  American  fishing 
vessels  which  might  be  fouad  pursuing  that  occo* 
pation  during  the  present  year.    In  offering  a 
jiist  tribute  of  acknowledgment  to  the  fairneee 
and  liberalitjr  of  these  instructions  issued  from 
your  Lordship's  offlse,  there  only  remained  tha 
ref  ret  that  the  execution  had  bean  so  different 
from  them  in  spirit,  so  opposite  to  them  in  effect* 
But,  in  disavowing  the  particular  act  of  tha 
officer  who  had  presamed  to  forbid  A  mericaa 
fishing  vessels  from  approaching  within  sixty 
miles  of  the  American  cuast,  and  in  assuriag  ma 
that  it  had  beea  the  intention  of  this  Qovern- 
ment, and  the  instructions  given  by  your  Lord« 
ship,  not  even  to  deprive  the  Americaa  fishermen 
of  any  of  their  accustomed  liberties  daring  tha 
present  year,  your  Lordship  did  also  express  it  ae 
tha  inteation  of  the  British  Qoveroment  to  ead* 
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elttde  the  fishing  vessels  of  the  United  States) 
hereafter,  from  the  liberty  of  fishing  within  one 
marine  league  of  the  shores  of  all  the  British 
territories  in  North  America,  and  from  that  of 
drying  and  curing  their  fish  on  the  unsettled 
parts  of  those  territories,  and,  with  the  consent 
of  the  inhabitants,  on  those  parts  which  have 
become  settled  since  the  Peace  of  1783. 

I  then  expressed  to  your  Lordship  my  earnest 
hope  that  this  determination  had  not  been  irrev- 
ocably taken,  and  staled  the  instructions  which 
I  bad  received  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  United  States  conceive  those  liberties 
to  stand,  and  upon  which  they  deem  that  such 
exclusion  cannot  be  effected  without  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  American  people. 

In  adverting  to  the  origin  of  these  liberties,  it 
will  be  admitted,  I  presume,  without  question, 
that,  from  the  time  of  the  settlements  in  North 
America,  which  now  constitute  the  United 
States,  until  their  separation  from  Great  Britain, 
and  their  establishment  as  distinct  sovereignties, 
these  liberties  of  fishing,  and  of  drying  and  curing 
fish,  had  been  enjoyed  by  them  in  common  with 
the  other  subjects  of  the  British  empire.  In  point 
of  principle,  they  were  pre-eminently  entitled  to 
the  enjoyment;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  they  had 
enjoyed  more  of  them  than  any  other  portion  of 
the  empire ;  their  settlement  or  the  neighborins 
ooimtry  having  naturally  led  to  the  discovery  and 
improvement  of  these  fisheries,  and  their  prox- 
imity to  the  places  where  they  are  prosecuted  \ 
and  the  necessities  of  their  condition  having  led 
them  to  the  discovery  of  the  most  advantageous 
fishing  grounds,  and  given  them  facilities  in  the 
pursuit  of  thCMT  occupation  in  those  regions  which 
the  remoter  parts  of  the  empire  could  not  possess. 
It  might  be  added,  that  they  had  contributed  their 
full  share,  and  more  than  their  share,  in  securing 
the  conquest  from  France  of  the  provinces  on  the 
eoasts  on  which  these  fisheries  were  situated. 

It  il^at,  doubtless,  upon  considerations  such 
as  these,  that  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  1763,  an 
express  stipulation  was  inserted,  recognising  the 
rights  and  liberties  which  had  always  been  en- 
joyed by  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  these 
Bsheries,  and  declaring  that  they  should  continue 
to  enjoy  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  Grand  Bank, 
and  other  places  of  common  jurisdiction,  and 
have  the  liberty  of  fishing,  and  of  drying  and 
curing  their  fish  within  the  exclusive  British 
jurisdiction  of  the  North  American  coasts,  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  whilst  them- 
selves formed  a  part  of  the  British  nation.  This 
stipulation  was  a  part  of  that  treaty  by  which 
His  Majesty  acknowledged  the  United  States  as 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  and  that 
he  treated  with  them  as  such. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  prove,  my 
Lord,  that  that  treaty  is  not,  in  its  general  pro- 
visions, one  of  those  which,  by  the  common  un- 
derstanding and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  is,  or 
can  be,  considered  as  annulled  by  a  subsequent 
m  between  the  same  parties.    To  suppose  that 


it  is  would  imply  the  iaeonsisteney  and  absurdity 
of  a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  liable  to 
forfeit  its  right  of  sovereignty,  by  the  act  of  ex- 
ercising it  on  a  declaration  of  war.  But  the  rery 
words  of  the  treaty  attest  that  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  United^ States  were  not 
considered  or  understood  as  grants  from  His  Maj- 
esty. They  were  taken  and  expressed  as  existing 
before  the  treaty  was  made,  and  as  then  only  first 
formally  recognised  and  acknowledged  by  Great 
Britain. 

Precisely  of  the  same  nature  were  the  righta 
and  liberties  in  the  fisheries  to  which  I  now  re- 
fer. They  were,  in  no  respect,  grants  from  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States ;  but 
the  acknowledgment  of  them  as  richts  and  liber- 
ties enjoyed  before  the  separation  of  the  two  conn* 
triesj  and  which  it  was  mutually  agreed  should 
continue  to  be  enjoyed  under  the  new  relations 
which  were  to  subsist  between  them,  constituted 
the  essence  of  the  article  eoncerning  the  fisheriea. 
The  very  peculiarity  of  the  stipnlation  is  an  evi- 
dence that  it  was  not,  on  either  side,  understood 
or  intended  as  a  grant  from  one  sovereign  State 
to  another.  Had  it  been  so  understood,  neither 
could  the  United  States  have  claimed,  nor  would 
Great  Britain  have  granted,  gratuitously,  any 
such  concession.  There  was  nothing:,  either  in 
the  state  of  things,  or  in  the  disposition  of  pat- 
ties, which  oould  have  led  to  such  a  stipulation, 
as  on  the  ground  of  a  grant,  without  an  equiva- 
lent, by  Great  Britain. 

Yet  such  is  the  ground  upon  which  it  appeara 
to  have  been  contemplated  as  resting  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  when  their  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Ghent  communicated  to  those  nf  the  United 
States  their  intentions  as  to  the  North  Americaa 
fisheries,  viz :  ^  That  the  British  Government  did 
not  intend  to  grant  to  the  United  States,  gratui- 
tously, the  privileges  formerly  granted  by  treaty 
to  them,  of  fishing  within  the  limits  of  the  Brit- 
ish sovereignty^  and  of  using  the  shores  of  the 
British  territories  for  purposes  connected  whh 
the  British  fisheries." 

These  are  the  words  in  which  the  notice,  given 
by  them,  is  recorded  in  the  protocol  of  conrerence 
of  theSih  of  August,  1814.  To  this  notice  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  first  answered,  on  the 
9(h  of  August,  that  they  had  no  instructions  from 
their  Government  to  negotiate  upon  the  subject 
of  the  fisheries ;  and  afterwards,  in  their  note  of 
10th  November,  1814^  they  expressed  themselves 
in  the  following  terms : 

<*In  answer  to  the  declaration  made  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  fisheriea, 
the  undersigned,  referring  to  what  passed  in  the 
conference  of  the  9th  ofAugust,  can  only  state 
that  they  are  not  authorized  to  bring  into  discus* 
sion  any  of  the  rights  or  liberties  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  heretofore  enjoyed  in  relation 
thereto.  From  their  nature,  and  from  the  pe- 
culiar character  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  by  which 
they  were  recognised,  no  further  stipulation  has 
been  deemed  necessary  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  entitle  them  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  of  them." 
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U  the  stipnlaUon  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  one 
of  the  conditioDs  by  which  His  Majesty  aeknow- 
ledeed  the  sorereipnty  and  iBdependence  of  the 
United  States ;  if  it  was  the  mere  reeognttion  of 
rights  and  liberties  prerionsly  existing  and  en- 
joyed, it  was  neither  a  pririlege  gratuitously 
granted,  nor  liable  to  be  forfeited  by  the  mere  ex- 
istence of  a  snbsequent  war.    If  it  was  not  for- 
feited by  the  war,  neither  could  it  be  impaired  by 
the  declaration  of  Great  Britain,  that  she  did  not 
intend  to  renew  the  grant.    Where  there  had 
been  no  gratuitous  concession,  there  could  be  none 
to  renew;  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United 
Btates  eoold  not  be  cancelled  b?  the  declaration 
of  Qreat  Britain's  intentions.    Nothing  could  ab- 
rogate them  but  the  renunciation  of  them  by  the 
United  States  themselres. 

Among  the  articles  of  that  same  treaty  of  1763. 
there  ia  one  stipulating  that  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  both  nations  shall  enjoy^  forerer,  the 
light  of  navigating  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its 
sources  to  the  oceans  And  although,  at  the  period 
of  the  negotiations  of  Ghent,  Great  Britain  pos- 
sessed no  territory  upon  that  rirer,  yet  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  first  note,  considered 
Qreat  Britain  as  still  entitled  to  claim  the  free 
navigation  of  it,  without  offering  for  it  any  equiv- 
alent.   And,  afterwards,  when  offering  a  boun- 
dary line,  which  would  have  abandoned  every 
pretension  even  to  any  future  possession  on  that 
river,  they  still  claimed,  not  only  its  free  naviga- 
tion, but  a  right  of  access  to  it,  from  the  British 
dominions  in  North  America,  through  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.    The  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, to  foreclose  the  danffer  of  any  sub- 
sequent misunderstanding  and  oiscussion  upon 
either  of  these  points,  proposed  an  article  recc«- 
nising  anew  the  liberties  on  both  sides.    In  de- 
clining to  accept  it,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
proposed  an  article  engaging  to  negotiate,  in  fu- 
ture, for  the  renewal  of  both,  for  equivalents  to 
be  mutualJy  granted.    This  was  refused  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries^  on  the  avowed  prin- 
ciple that  its  acceptance  would  imply  the  admls- 
Hon  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  their 
liberties  in  the  fisheries,  recognised  by  the  treaty, 
of  1783,  had  been  annulled,  which  they  declared 
themselves  in  no  manner  authorized  to  concede. 
Let  it  be  supposed,  my  Lord,  that  the  notice 
given  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  relation 
to  the  fisheries,  had  been  in  reference  to  another 
article  of  the  same  treaty ;  that  Great  Briuin  had 
declared  she  did  not  intend  to  grant  again,  gra- 
tuitously, the  grant  in  a  former  treaty  of  peace, 
acknowledging  the  United  States  as  free,  sove- 
reign, and  indfependent  States;  or,  that  she  did 
not  intend  to  grant,  gratuitously,  the  same  boun- 
dary line  which  she  had  granted  in  the  former 
treaty  of  peace :  is  it  not  obvious  that  the  answer 
would  have  been  that  the  United  States  needed 
no  new  acknowledgment  of  their  iodenendence. 
nor  any  new  grant  of  a  boundary  linet-^that,  it 
their  independence  was  to  be  forfeited,  or  their 
boundary  line  curtailed,  it  could  onlf  be  by  their 
own  nets  of  renunciation,  or  of  cession,  and  not 
by  the  declaration  of  the  intentions  of  another 


Government?  And  if  this  reasoning  be  just, 
with  regard  to  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  or 
1783,  upon  what  principle  can  Great  Britain 
select  one  article,  or  a  part  of  one  article,  and 
say,  this  particular  stipulation  Is  liable  to  for- 
feiture by  war,  or  by  the  declaration  of  her  will, 
while  she  admits  the  rest  of  the  treaty  to  be 
permanent  and  irrevocable  7  In  the  negotiation 
of  Ghent,  Great  Britain  did  propose  several  va- 
riations of  the  boundary  line,  but  she  never  inti- 
mated that  she  considered  the  line  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  as  forfeited  by  the  war,  or  that  its  varia- 
tion could  be  effected  by  the  mere  declaration  of 
her  intentions.  She  perfectly  understood  that 
no  alteration  of  that  line  could  be  effected  but  by 
the  express  assent  of  the  United  States;  ana, 
when  she  finally  determined  to  abide  by  the  same 
line,  neither  the  British  nor  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries conceived  that  any  new  confirma- 
tion of  it  was  necessary.  The  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
in  every  one  of  its  essential  articles,  refers  to  that 
of  1783  as  being  still  in  force.  The  object  of  all 
its  articles,  relatu^e  to  the  boundary,  is  to  ascer- 
tain with  more  precision,  and  to  carry  into  effect, 
the  provisions  or  that  prior  compact.  The  treaty 
of  1783  is,  by  a  tacit  understanding  between  the 
parties,  and  without  any  positive  stipulation,  con- 
stantly referred  to  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
relations  between  the  two  nations.  Upon  what 
ground,  then^  can  Great  Britain  assume  that  one 
particular  stipulation  in  that  treaty  is  no  longer 
binding  upon  her  ? 

Upon  this  foundation,  my  Lord,  the  Gbvern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  consider  the  people 
thereof  as  fully  entitled,  of  right,  to  all  the  lib- 
erties in  the  North  American  fisheries  which 
have  always  belonged  to  them  $  which,  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  were,  by  Great  Britain,  recognised 
as  belonging  to  them ;  and  which  they  never 
have,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  consented  to  renounce. 
With  these  views,  should  Great  Britain  ultimately 
determine  to  deprive  them  of  the  enjoyment  of 
these  liberties  by  force,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say 
whether,  or  for  what  length  of  time,  they  would 
submit  to  the  bereavement  of  that  which  they 
would  still  hold  to  be  their  unquestionable  right. 
It  is  ray  duty  to  hope  that  such  measures  will 
noLbe  deemed  necessary  to  be  resorted  to  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain ;  and  to  state  that,  if  they 
should,  they  cannot  impair  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  united  States  to  the  liberties  in  ques- 
tion, so  long  as  no  formal  and  express  assent  of 
theirs  .shall  manifest  their  acquiescence  in  the 
privation. 

In  the  interview  with  which  your  Lordship 
recently  favored  me,  I  suggested  several  other 
considerations,  with  the  hope  of  convincing  yovr 
Lordship  that,  independent  of  the  question  of 
rigorous  right,  it  would  conduce  to  the  substan- 
tial interesu  of  Great  Britain  herself,  as  well  as 
to  the  observance  of  those  principles  of  benevo- 
lence and  humanity  which  it  is  the  highest  fflory 
of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  to  respect,  to  feave 
to  the  American  fishermen  the  participation  of 
those  benefits  which  the  bounty  of  nature  has 
thus  spread  before  them ;  which  arc  so  nocwiary 
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ta  their  comfort  and  sabaisteDAe;  which  they 
hare  eooatandy  enjoyed  hitherto ;  and  which,  far 
from  operating  as  an  injury  to  Great  Britain,  nad 
the  ultimate  resalt  of  pounog  into  her  lap  a  great 
portion  of  the  profits  of  their  Uardy  aad  laborioas 
industry  i  that  these  fisheries  afibrded  the  meaas 
of  slibsistence  to  a  numerous  class  of  people  in 
the  United  States,  whose  habit  of  life  had  been 
fashioned  to  no  other  occupation,  and  whose  for* 
tunes  had  allotted  them  no  other  possession; 
that  to  another,  ftnd,  perhaps,  equally  numerous 
class  of  our  citizens,  they  afforded  the  means  of 
remittance  and  payment  for  the  productions  of 
British  industry  and-  iogenuitv,  imported  from 
the  manufactures  of  this  united  kingdom  \  that, 
hyf  the  common  and  received  usages  among  civ- 
ilized nations,  fishermen  were  among  those  classes 
of  human  society  whose  occupations,  contributing 
to  the  genersl  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  species, 
were  entitled  to  a  more  than  ordinary  share  ol 
protection ;  that  it  was  usual  to  spare  and  exempt 
them  even  from  the  most  exasperated  confiiets  of 
national  hostility ;  that  this  nation  had,  for  ages, 
permitted  the  fishermen  of  anther  country  to 
frequent  and  fish  upon  the  coasts  of  this  island, 
without  interrupting  them,  even  in  times  of  or- 
dinary war ;  that  the  resort  of  American  fisher- 
men to  the  barren,  uninhabited,  and,  for  thesreat 
Sirt,  uninhabitable  rocks  on  the  coasu  of  Nova 
cotia,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  Labrador, 
to  use  them  occasionally  for  the  only  purposes 
of  utility  of  which  they  are  susceptible,  it  it  must, 
in  its  nature,  subject  Briiisb  fishermen  on  the 
same  coasts  to  the  partial  inconvenience  of  a  fair 
competition,  yet  produces,  in  its  result, advantages 
to  other  British  interests  equally  entitled  to  the 
regard  and  fostering  care  of  their  sovereign.  By 
attributing  to  motives  derived  from  such  sources 
as  these  the  recognition  of  these  liberties  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  it 
would  be  traced  to  an  origin  certainly  more 
conformable  to  the  fact,  and  surely  more  honora- 
ble to  Great  Britain,  than  by  ascribing  it  to  the 
improvident  grant  of  an  unrequited  privilege,  or 
to  a  concession  extorted  from  the  humiliating 
compliance  of  necessity. 

In  repeating  with  earnestness,  all  these  sugges- 
tions, it  is  with  the  hope  that  from  some,  or  all,  of 
theiD)  His  Majesty's  Government  will  conclude 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  leaving  the  North 
American  fisheries  in  the  state  in  which  they  have 
heretofore  constantly  existed,  and  the  fishermen 
of  the  United  States  unmolested  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberties. 


in  violation  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  and  also  by  an  abuse  of  the  priviiegee  al» 
lowed  to  a  flag  of  truce. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  dsc. 

JOHN  €1.  ADAMS. 


JI6*.  Adetfiu  to  My,  Mbntot* 

London,  November  B^  1815. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  UeL 
on  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  received  from  Lora 
Bathurst  a  note  in  answer  to  my  letter  to  him  re^ 
lating  to  the  fisheries;  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with enclosed.  I  hope  shortly  to  reply  to  this 
note,  and  perceive  nothing  in  it  which  can  reiH 
der  the  rights  of  the  United  States  to  the  partiei* 
pation  in  the  fisheries  in  any  manner  dubious. 

It  will  be  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  determine  whether  the  negotiation  pro- 
posed Ity  Lord  Bathurst  will  be  advisable ;  and  I 
pray  to  be  honored  with  the  President's  instrue- 
tions  on  the  subject  as  soon  a%  possible. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  dbc. 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Jameb  Monrob,  dbc. 


Mt*  AdofM  to^'Mr*  MonTot» 

London,  October  31, 1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two 
papers*  received  from  Lord  Bathurst,  relative  to 
the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  slaves  from  the 
United  States  by  the- British  naval  commanders, 

.  *  For  these  papers,  vis:  Lord  Bathnrst's  letters  of 
Ofitober  S4,  [26J  181ft,  relatiag  to  the  deported  slaves, 
seei^ppendix  ta  Annds»  2d  flesaon  14th  Congress. 


Lord  Batkuni  to  Mr,  Adamt* 
FoRBiQN  Office,  October  30, 1815. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  His  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  had  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving the  letter  of  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  dated  the  25th  ultimo,  containing  the 
grounde  upon  which  the  United  States  conceive 
themselves,  at  the  present  time,  entitled  to  pros- 
ecute their  fisheries  within  the  limits  of  the  Brit- 
ish sovereignty,  and  to  use  British  territories  for 
purposes  connected  with  the  fisheries. 

A  pretension  of  this  kind  was  certainly  inti- 
maled  on  a  former  occasion,  but  in  a  manner  so 
obscure  that  His  Majesty's  Govern  meat  were 
not  enabled  even  to  conjecture  the  grounds  upon- 
which  it  could  be  supported. 

His  Majesty's  Govern meni  have  not  failed  to 
give  to  the  argument  contained  in  the  letter  of 
the  25th  ultimo  a  candid  and  deliberate  conside- 
ration ;  and,  although  they  are  compelled  to 
resist  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  when  thus 
brought  forward  ae  a  question  of  ri^ht,  they  Peel 
every  disposition  to  afford  to  the  eitraens  of  those 
States  all  the  liberties  aad  privileges  connected 
with  the  fisheries  which  can  consist  with  the  just 
rights  and  interests  of  Great  Britain,  and  secure 
His  Majesty's  subjects  from  tUDee  undue  moles- 
tations in  their  fisheries  which  they  have  formerly 
experienced  from  eitiaens  of  the  United  States. 
The  Minister  of  the  United  States  appears,  bf 
bis  letter,  to  be  well  aware  that  Qfeat  Britain 
has  always  considered  the  liberty  formerly  en- 
joyed by  the  United  States  of  fishing  within 
J9ritish  Itmits,  and  usio^  British  territory,  as  de- 
rived from  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
aad  from  that  alone;  and  that  the  claim  of  an 
independent  State  to  occupy  and  use  at  its  dis- 
cretion any  portion  of  the  territory  of  another, 
without  compensation  or  corresponding  indul- 
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geoce,  cannot  rest  on  any  other  foundation  than 
eoaveocioDal  stipulatioa.  It  ia  uaaacesiary  to 
iiqaire  into  the  motives  which  mi^ht  have  ori- 
l^nallj  inflaenced  Great  Britain  in  conceding 
sueh  liberties  to  the  United  States,  or  whether 
other  articles  of  the  ireatr  wherein  these  liberties 
are  specified  did,  or  did  not^  in  fact,  afford  an 
equivalent  for  theoi,  because  all  tha  stipnlations 
profess  to  be  feooded  on  reetproeal  advantages 
and  mutoal  convenience.  If  the  United  States 
desired  from  that  treaty  privileges  from  which 
oth^  indepeodent  nations  not  admitted  bj  treaxy 
were  ezcloded,  the  duratioa  of  the  privileges 
must  depend  on  the  duration  of  the  instrument 
hj  which  they  were  granted ;  and  if  the  war 
abrogated  the  treaty,  it  determined  the  privileffes. 
It  has  been  urged,  indeed,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  of  a  pecu- 
liar character,  and  that,  because  it  contained  a 
recognition  of  American  independence,  it  could 
not  be  abrogated  by  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  parties.  To  a  position  of  this  novel  nature 
Great  Britain  cannot  accede.  She  knows  of  no 
exception  to  the  rule^  that  all  treaties  are  pat  an 
end  to  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  same 

Eirties :  she  cannot,  therefore,  consent  to  give  to 
•r  diplomatic  relations  with  one  State  a  differ* 
ent  degree  of  permanency  from  that  on  which 
her  connexion  with  all  other  States  depends. 
Nor  can  she  consider  any  one  State  at  liberty  to 
assign  to  a  treaty  made  with  her  such  a  peculiarity 
of  character  as  shall  make  it,  as  to  duration,  an  ex- 
ception to  all  other  treaties,  in  order  to  found,  on 
a  peculiarity  thus  assumed,  an  irrevocable  title  to 
all  indalgences,  which  have  all  the  features  of 
temporary  concessions. 

The  Treatjr  of  Ghent  has  been  brought  forward 
by  the  American  Minister  as  supporting,  by  its 
reference  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States,  as  fixed  bv  the  treaty  of  1783^  the  opinion 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  not  abrogated  by  the 
'  war.  The  undersignedi  however,  eaanot  omrve 
in  any  one  of  its  articles  any  express  or  implied 
reference  to  the  treaty  of  1783  as  still  in  force. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  main  object  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  was  the  mutual  restoration  of 
all  territory  taken  by  either  party  from  the  other 
during  the  war.  As  a  necessary  consequence  of 
such  a  stipulation,  each  party  reverted  to  their 
boundaries  as  before  the  war^  without  reference 
to  the  title  by  which  these  possessions  were  ac- 
quired, or  to  the  mode  in  which  their  boundaries 
had  been  previouslv  fixed.  In  point  of  fact^  the 
United  States  had  before  acquired  possession  of 
territories  asserted  to  depend  on  other  titles  than 
those  which  Great  Britain  could  confer.  The 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  indeed,  adverted,  ae  a  fact  of 
possession,  to  certain  boundaries  of  the  United 
States  which  were  specified  in  the  treaty  of  1783  f 
bat  surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  therefore 
the  treaty  of  1783  was  not  considered  at  an  end. 
It  is  justly  stated  by  the  American  Minister 
that  the  United  States  did  not  need  a  new  grant 
of  the  boundarv  line.  The  war  did  not  Arise  out 
of  a  cootested  bonadary;  and  Great  Britain, 
therefore,  by  the  act  of  treating  with  the  United 


States,  recognised  that  nation  in  its  former  di- 
mensions, excepting  so  far  as  the  Ju9  hdli  had 
interfered  with  them  ;  and  it  was  the  object  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  cede  such  rights  to  terri- 
tory as  the  Jus  belli  had  conferred. 

Still  less  does  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  demai|ded  by  the  British  negotiators 
at  ufient,  in  any  manner  express  or  imply  the 
non-abrogation  of  the  treaty  of  1783  by  the  sub- 
sequent war.  It  was  brought  forward  by  them 
as  one  of  many  advantages  they  were  desirous  of 
securing  to  Great  Britain ;  and  if  in  the  first  in- 
stance demanded  without  equivalent,  it  left  it 
open  to  the  negotiators  of  the  United  States  to 
claim  for  their  Government,  in  the  course  of  their 
conferences,  a  corresponding  benefit.  The  Ameri- 
can Minister  will  recollect  that  propositions  of 
this  nature  were  at  one  time  under  discussion, 
and  that  they  were  only  abandoned  at  the  time 
that  Great  Britain  relinquished  her  demand  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  If,  then,  the 
demand  on  the  part  of  Great  Briuin  can  be  sup- 
posed to  have  given  any  weight  to  the  present 
araument  of  the  United  States,  the  abandonment 
oflhat  demand  must  have  efiectually  removed  it. 

It  is  by  no  means  unusual  for  treaties  contain- 
ing recognition^  and  acknowledgments  of  title, 
in  the  nature  oi  perpetual  obligation,  to  contain, 
likewise,  grants  of  privileges  liable  to  revocation. 
The  treaty  of  1783,  like  many  others,  contained 
provisions  of  diiiBrent  characters— some  ia  their 
own  nature  irrevocable,  and  others  of  a  tempo- 
rary nature.  If  It  be  thence  inferred  that,  be- 
cause some  advantages  specified  in  that  treaty 
would  not  be  put  an  end  to  by  the  war,  therefore 
all  the  other  advantages  were  intended  to  be 
equally  permanent,  it  must  first  be  shown  that 
the  advantages  themselves  are  of  the  same,  or  at 
least  of  a  similar  character;  for  the  character  of 
one  advantage  recognised  or  conceded  by  treaty 
can  have  no  connexion  with  the  character  of 
another,  though  conceded  bv  the  same  instru- 
ment, unless  it  arises  out  of  a  strict  and  neces- 
sary connexion  between  the  advantages  them- 
selves. But  what  necessary  connexion  can  there 
be  between  a  risht  to  independence  and  a  liberty 
to  fish  within  mitisb  jurisdiction,  or  to  use  Brit- 
ish territory  1  Liberties  within  British  limits  are 
as  capable  of  being  exercised  by  a  dependent,  as 
by  an  independent  State,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
be  the  necessary  consequence  of  indepfendence. 

The  independence  of  a  State  is  that  which 
cannot  be  correctly  said  to  be  granted  by  a  treaty, 
but  to  be  acknowledged  by  one.  In  the  treaty  ot 
1783)  the  independence  or  the  UniUd  Sutes  was 
certainly  acknowledged,  not  merely  by  the  con- 
sent to  make  the  treaty,  but  bsr  the  previous  cdn- 
sent  to  enter  into  the  provisional  articles  exe- 
cuted in  November,  1782.  The  independence 
might  have  been  acknowledged  without  either 
the  treaty  or  the  provisional  articles.;  but,  by 
whatever  mode  acknowledged,  the  acknowledge 
meat  is,  in  iu  own  nature,  irrevocable.  A  power 
of  revoking,  or  even  of  modifying  it,  would  be 
destructive  of  the  thing  itsejf ;  andj  therefore,  all 
such  power  is  necessarily  renounced  whea  the 
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acknowIedgmeDt  is  made.  The  war  coaid  not 
put  an  end  to  it,  for  the  reason  justly  assigned  by 
the  American  Minister,  because  a  nation  could 
not  forfeit  its  sorereignty  by  the  act  of  exercising 
it ;  and  for  the  further  reason,  that  Great  Britain, 
when  she  declared  war  on  her  part  against  the 
United  States,  gave  them,  by  that  very  act,  a  new 
recognition  of  their  independence. 

The  nature  of  the  liberty  to  fish  within  Brit- 
ish limits,  or  to  use  British  territory,  is  essen- 
tially different  from  the  right  to  independence, 
in  ail  that  may  reasonable  be  supposed  to  regard 
its  intended  duration.  The  grant  of  this  liberty 
has  all  the  aspect  of  a  policy  temporary  and  ex- 
perimental, depending  on  the  use  that  misht  be 
made  of  it,  on  the  condition  of  the  islands  and 
places  where  it  was  to  be  exercised,  aad  the  more 
general  conveniences  or  inconveniences,  in  a 
military,  naval,  or  commercial  point  of  view,  re- 
aultinff  from  the  access  of  an  independent  nation 
to  sucn  islands  and  places. 

When,  therefore,  Great  Britain,  admitting  the 
indepenaence  of  the  United  States,  denies  their 
right  to  the  liberties  for  which  they  now  contend, 
it  is  not  that  she  selects  from  the  treaty,  articles, 
or  parts  of  articles,  and  says,  at  her  own  will, 
this  stipulation  is  liable  to  forfeiture  by  war,  and 
that  it  is  irrevocable;  but  the  principle  of  her 
reasoning  is,  that  such  distinctions  arise  out'  of 
the  provisions  themselves,  and  are  founded  dn 
the  very  nature  of  the  grants.  But  the  rights  ac- 
knowledged by  the  treaty  of  1783  are  not  only 
distinguishable  from  the  liberties  conceded  by 
the  same  treaty,  in  the  foundation  upon  whicn 
they  stand,  but  they  are  carefully  distinguished 
in  the  treaty  of  1783  itself.  The  undersigned 
begs  to  call  the  attention  of  the  American  Minis- 
ter to  the  wording  of  the  first  and  third  articles, 
to  which  he  has  often  referred,  for  the  foundation 
of  his  arguments.  In  the  first  article,  Great  Brit- 
ain acknowledges  an  independence  already  ex- 
pressly recognised  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  and 
by  herself,  in  her  consent  to  enter  into  provisional 
articles,  of  November,  1782.  In  the  third  article, 
Great  Britain  acknowledges  the  right  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land and  other  places,  from  which  Great  Britain 
has  no  right  to  exclude  an  independent  nation. 
But  ^hey  are  to  have  the  liberty  to  cure  and  dry 
them  in  certain  unsettled  places  within  His  Ma- 
jesty's territory.  If  these  liberties,  tbas  granted, 
were  to  be  as  perpetual  and  indefeasible  as  the 
rights  previously  recognised^  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive that  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States  would  have  admitted  a  variation  of  lan- 
guage so  adapted  to  produce  a  different  impres- 
sion ;  and,  above  all,  that  they  should  have  ad- 
mitted so  strange  a  restriction  of  a  perpetual  and 
indefeasible  right  as  that  with  which  the  article 
concludes^  which  leaves  a  right  so  practical  and 
so  beneficial  as  this  is  admitted  to  be^  dependent 
on  the  will  of  British  subjects,  in  their  character 
of  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  possessors  of  the 
soil,  to  prohibit  its  exercise  altogether. 

It  is  surely  obvious  that  the  word  right  is, 
throughout  the  treaty,  used  as  applicable  to  what 


the  United  States  were  to  enjoy,  in  virtue  of  a 
reeoffnised  independence;  and  the  word  liberty 
to  what  they  were  to  enjoy,  as  concessions  strictly 
dependent  on  the  treaty  itself. 

The  right  of  the  United  States  has  been  as- 
serted upon  other  arguments,  which  appear  to 
the  undersigned  not  altogether  consistent  with 
those  that  had  been  previously  advanced.  It  has 
been  argued  by  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  did  not  confer  upon  the 
United  States  the  liberty  of  fishing  within  Brit- 
ish jurisdiction,  and  using  British  territory,  but 
merely  recognised  a  right  which  they  previously 
had ;  and  itlias  been  thence  inferred  that  the  re- 
cognition of  this  right  renders  it  as  perpetual  as 
that  of  their  independence. 

If  the  treaty  or  1783  did  not  confer  the  liber- 
ties in  question,  the  undersigned  cannot  under- 
stand why,  in  their  support,  the  point  should 
have  been  so  much  pressed,  that  the  treaty  is  ia 
force  notwithstanding  the  subsequent  war.  If,  as 
stated  by  the  American  Minister,  the  time  of  the 
settlement  of  North  America  was  the  origin  of 
the  liberties  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to 
the  fisheries,  and  their  independence,  as  recog- 
nised in  1783,  was,  as  further  argued  by  him,  the 
mere  recognition  of  rights  and  liberties  previously- 
existing,  (which  must  have  been  in  virtue  of  their 
independence,)  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  their 
independence  was  recognised  from  the  time  of 
the  settlement  of  North  America — for  no  other 
period  can  be  assigned.  The  undersigned  is  to- 
tally unable  to  coflect  when  the  American  Min- 
ister considers  the  independence  of  his  country 
to  have  commenced ;  jei  this  is  a  point  of  no 
small  importance,  if  otner  rights  are  to  be  repre- 
sented as  coeval  with  it,  or  dependent  on  it. 

As  to  the  origin  of  these  privileges,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  undersigned  is  ready  to  admit  that,  so 
long  as  the  United  States  constituted  a  part  of 
the  dominions  of  His  Majesty,  the  inhabitants 
had  the  enjoyment  of  them,  as  they  had  of  other 
political  and  c^ommercial  aavantages,  in  common 
with  his  Majesty's  subjects.  But  thev  had,  at 
the  same  time,  in  common  with  His  Majesty's 
other  subjects,  duties  to  perform;  and  when  the 
United  States,  by  their  separation  from  Great 
Britain,  became  released  from  the  duties,  they 
became  excluded  also  from  the  advantages  of 
British  subjects.  They  cannot,  therefore,  now 
claim,  otherwise  •  than  by  treaty,  the  exercise  of 
privileges  belonging  to  them  as  British  subjects, 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  admit,  on  the  part  or 
Great  Britain,  the  exercise  of  the  rights  which 
she  enjoyed  previous  to  the  separation. 

If  it  be  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  that,  in  consequence  or  having  been  once 
a  part  of  the  British  dominions,  they  are  now 
entitled,  as  of  right^  to  all  the  privileges  which 
they  enjoyed  as  British  subjects,  in  addition  to 
those  which  they  have  as  an  independent  people, 
the  undersigned  cannot  too  strongly  protest  against 
such  a  doctrine ;  and  it  must  become  doubly  ne- 
cessary for  Great  Britain  to  hesitate  in  conceding 
the  privileges  which  are  now  the  subject  of  dia- 
cussioD,  lest,  by  such  a  concession,  she  ahonld  be 
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rappoted  to  coaDCenanee  t  prineiple  not  leas  Dorel 
than  alarmioff. 

But,  tboogn  Great  Britain  can  ntyer  admit  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  enjoy  those  liber- 
ties, with  respect  to  the  fisheries,  as  matter  of 
rigiit,  she  is  iy  no  means  insensible  to  some  of 
those  considerations  with  whieh  the  letter  of  the 
American  Minister  eonclndes. 

Although  His  Majesty's  Qovernment  eaanot 
admit  that  the  elaim  of  the  American  fishermen 
to  fish  within  British  jurisdiction,  and  to  use  the 
British  territory  for  purposes  connected  with 
their  fisherjr,  is  analogous  to  the  indulgence 
which  has  been  granted  to  enemy's  subjects  en- 
gaged in  fishing  on  the  high  seas,  for  the  purpose 
of  coareyiog  fresh  fish  to  market^  yet  they  do  feel 
that  the  enjoyment  of  the  liberties,  formerly  used 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
very  conducive  to  their  national  and  indiviaual 
prosperity,  though  they  should  be  placed  under 
some  modifications}  aod  this  feeling  operates 
most  forcibly  in  favor  of  concession.  But  Great 
Britain  can  only  offer  the  concession  in  a  way 
which  shall  effectually  protect  her  own  subjects 
from  such  obstructions  to  their  lawful  enterprises 
as  they  too  frequently  experienced  immediately 
previous  to  the  late  war,  and  whieh  are,  from 
their  very  nature,  calculated  to  produce  collision 
and  disunion  between  the  two  States. 

It  was  not  of  fair  competition  thai  His  Majes* 
ty's  GoTernment  had  reason  to  complain,  but  of 
the  preoccupation  of  British  harbors  and  creeks, 
in  North  America,  by  the  fishing  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  forcible  exclusion  of  Brit- 
ish vessels  from  places  where  the  fishery  might 
be  most  advantageously  conducted.  They  had, 
likewise,  reason  to  complain  of  the  clandestine 
introduction  of  prohibited  goods  into  the  British 
colonies  bv  American  vessels  ostensibly  engaged 
in  the  fishing  trade,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
British  revenue. 

The  undersigned  has  felt  it  incumbent  on  him 
thus  generally  to  notice  these  obstructions,  in  the 
ho]>e  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  be  directed  to  the  subject; 
and  that  they  may  be  inducMl,  amicably  and  cor- 
dially, to  co-operate  with  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  devising  such  regulations  as  shall  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  similar  inconveniences. 

His  Majesty's  Government  are  willing  to  enter 
into  negoiiauons  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  modified  renewal  of  the  lib- 
erties in  question  j  and  they  doubt  not  that  an 
arrangement  may  be  made  satisfactory  to  both 
countries,  and  tending  to  confirm  the  amity  now 
to  happily  subsisting  between  them. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunit  of  renewing  to  Mr.  Adams  the  assurances 
of  his  high  consideration.  BATHURST. 

Bxtrad  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adamif  Envoy  ^  4te.,  at 
London^  to  tSe  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

LoMDOH,  Jamuay  82, 1816. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  reply  to  Lord 
Bathurst's  note  concerning  the  fisheries.    It  has 


been  delayed  by  an  illness  which,  for  several 
weeks,  disabled  me  from  writing. 


Reply  to  thenoU  of  Lord  Baihwret,  of  October  9%,  ISlti. 
13  Craven  Stheet,  Jan.  22, 1816. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  SUtes 
of  America,  has  received,  and  commui>icated  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  aoswer 
of  Lord  Bathurst  to  a  letter  which  he  had  the 
honor  of  addressing  to  his  Lordship  on  the  25th 
of  September  last,  representing  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  American  Goveroment  consider  the 
people  of  the  United  States  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  in,  and  connected  with,  the 
fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  North  America,  which 
had  been  fnjoyed  by  them  previously  to  the 
American  Revolution,  and  whieh,  by  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  were  recog- 
nised by  Great  Britain  as  rights  and  liberties  be- 
longing to  them.  The  reply  to  Lord  Bathurst's 
note  has  been  delayed  by  circumstances  which  it 
is  unnecessary  to  detail.  It  is  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  alone  to  decide  upon 
the  proposal  of  a  negotiation  upon  the  subject. 
That  they  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  agree 
upon  arrangements  which  may  obviate  and  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  those  inconveniences  stated 
to  have  resulted  from  the  exercise  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States  of  these  rights  and  liberties, 
is  not  to  be  doubted ;  but  as  Lord  Bathurst  ap- 
pears to  have  understood  some  of  the  observations 
in  the  letter  of  the  undersigned  as  importing  in- 
ferences not  intended  by  him,  and  as  some  of  his 
Lordship's  remarks  particularly  require  a  reply, 
it  is  presumed  that,  since  Lord  Castlereagh's  re- 
turn, it  will,  with  proprietv,  be  addressed  to  him. 

It  had  been  stated,  in  the  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst, 
that  the  treatv  of  peace  of  1783  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  was  of  a  peculiar 
nature,  and  bore  in  that  nature  a  character  of 
permanency,  not  subject,  like  many  of  the  ordi- 
nary contracts  between  independent  nations,  to 
abrogation  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  same 
parties.  His  liordship  not  only  considers  this  as 
a  position  of  a  novel  nature;  to  which  Great  Brit- 
ain cannot  accede^  but  as  claiming  for  the  diplo-  . 
matic  relations  of  the  United  States  with  her  a 
different  degree  of  permanency  from  that  on 
wl^ich  her  connexions  with  all  other  States  de« 
pend.  Ha  denies  the  riffht  of  any  one  State  to 
assign  to  a  treaty  made  with  her  such  a  pecu- 
liarity of  character  as  to  make  it  in  duration  an 
exception  to  all  other  treaties,  in  order  to  found 
on  a  peculiarity  thus  assumed  an  irrevocable 
title  to  all  indulgences  which  (he  alleges)  have 
all  the  features  oftemporary  concessions;  and  he 
adds,  in  unqualified  terms,  that  **  Great  Britain 
knows  of  no  exception  to  the  rule  that  all  treatiee 
are  put  an  end  to  by  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  same  parties." 

The  undersigned  explicitly  disavows  every 
pretence  of  claiming,  for  the  diplomatic  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  a 
degree  of  permanency  different  from  that  of  the 
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Mme  relations  between  either  of  tke  ptnies  «nd 
all  other  Powers.  lie  cNsclains  all  pretence  of 
assign iog  to  any  treaty  between  the  two  nations 
any  iwculiariiy  not  fauaded  in  the  nature  of  the 
treaty  itself,  but  be  submits  to  the  candor  of 
His  Majesty's  GovernmeDt  whether  the  treaty  of 
1783  was  not,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  subject- 
matter,  and  from  the  relations  previously  existing 
between  the  parties  to  it,  peculiar  ?  Whether  it 
was  a  treaty  which  could  have  been  made  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  any  other  nation  1  And. 
if  not,  whether  the  whole  scope  and  objects  of  its 
stipulations  were  not  expressly  intended  to  con* 
stitute  a  new  and  permanent  state  of  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  which  would 
not,  and  could  not,  be  annulled  by  the  mere  fact 
of  a  subsequent  war  between  them  ?  And  he 
makes  this  appeal  with  the  more  confidence,  be- 
cause another  part  of  Lord  Bathnrst's  note  ad- 
mits that  treaties  often  contain  recogoitions  and 
acknowledgments  in  the  nature  of  perpetual  ob- 
ligation, and  because  it  implicitly  admite  that  the 
whole  treaty  of  1783  is  of  this  character,  with  the 
exception  of  the  article  concerning  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  a  small  part  of  the 
article  concerning  the  fisheries. 

The  position  that  *'Great  Britain  knows  of  no 
exception  to  the  rule  that  all  treaties  are  put  an 
end  to  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  same 
parties."  appears  to  the  undersigned  not  only 
novel,  ont  unwarranted  by  any  of  the  received 
authorities  upon  the  laws  of  nations;  unsanc- 
tioned by  the  practice  and  usages  of  sovereign 
States;  suited,  in  its  tendency,  to  multiply  the 
incitements  to  war.  and  to  weaken  the  ties  of 
peace  between  inoependent  nations;  and  not 
easily  reconciled  with  the  admission  that  treaties 
not  unusually  contain,  together  with  articles  of 
a  temporary  character,  liable  to  revocation,  re- 
cognitions, and  acknowledgments  in  the  nature 
t>f  perpetual  obligation. 

A  recognition  or  acknowledgment  of  title, 
stipulated  by  convention,  is  as  much  a  part  oi 
the  treaty  as  any  other  article ;  and  if  all  treaties 
are  abrogated  by  war^  the  recognitions  and  ac- 
knowledgments contained  in  them  must  neces- 
sarily be  null  and  void,  as  much  as  any  other 
part  of  the  treaty. 

If  there  be  no  exception  to  the  rule  that  war 
puts  aa  end  to  all  treaties  between  the  parties  to 
It,  what  can  be  the  purpose  or  meaning  of  those 
articles  which,  in  almost  all  treaties  of  commerce, 
are  provided  expressly  for  the  contingency  of 
war,  and  which,  during  the  peace,  are  without 
operation  ?  On  this  point,  the  undersigned  would 
refer  Lord  Casilereagh  to  the  tenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1794  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
Great  Britain,  where  it  is  thus  stipulated:  '^Neither 
the  debts  due  from  individuals  of  the  one  nation 
to  the  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  nor 
moneys,  which  they  may  have  in  the  public 
funds,  or  in  the  public  or  private  banks,  shall 
ever,  in  any  event  of  war,  or  national  differences, 
be  sequestered  or  confiscated."  If  war  puts  an 
end  to  all  treaties,  what  could  the  parties  to  this 
engagement  intend  by  making  it  formally  an  ar* 


tide  of  the  treaty  t    Aceordiag  to  the  prtnenle 

laid  down,  excluding  all  exception,  bv  Lord  Ba- 
th urst's  note,  the  moment  a  war  broke  out  be- 
tween the  two  countries  this  stipubtion  became 
a  dead  letter,  and  either  State  might  haveae- 
questered  or  confiscated  those  specified  prepee- 
ties,  without  any  violation  of  compaet  between 
the  nations. 

The  undersigned  believes  that  there  are  many 
exceptions  to  the  rule  by  which  the  treatiea  be- 
tween nations  are  mutually  considered  as  termi- 
nated by  the  intervention  of  a  war;  that  these 
exceptions  extend  to  all  engagements  contracted 
with  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  operate 
equally  in  war  and  peace,  or  exclusively  during 
war;  to  all  engagements  by  which  the  parties 
superadd  the  sanction  of  a  formal  compact  to 
principles  dictated  by  the  eternal  laws  of  rnorn^- 
ity  and  humanity ;  and,  finally,  to  all  engage- 
ments which,  according  to  the  expressions  of 
Lord  Bathurst's  note,  are  in  the  nature  of  perpet- 
ual obligation.  To  the  first  and  second  ot  theae 
classes  may  b^  referred  the  tenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1794,  and  all  treaties  or  articles  of  trea- 
ties stipulating  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
The  treaty  of  peace  of  1783  belongs  to  the  third. 

The  reasoning  of  Lord  Bath  urst's  note  eeems 
to  confine  this  perpetuity  of  obligation  to  recog- 
nitions and  acknowledgments  of  title,  and  to  con- 
sider its  perpetual  nature  as  resulting  from  the 
subject-matter  of  the  conuact,  and  not  from  the 
engagement  of   the  contractor.     While  Great 
Britain  leaves  the  United  States  unmdested  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  advanta^^es,  rights,  and 
liberties  stipulated  in  their  behalf  in  the  treaty  of 
1783,  it  is  immaterial  to  them  whether  she  founds 
her  oonduct  upon  the  mere  fact  that  the  United 
States  are  In  possession  of  such  rights,  or  whe- 
ther she  is  governed  by  good  faith  and  respect 
for  her  own  engagements.    But  if  she  conteata 
any  one  of  them,  it  is  to  her  enaagemeots  only 
that  the  United  States  can  appeal  as  the  role  for 
settling  the  question  of  right.    If  this  appeal  be 
rejected,  it  ceases  to  be  a  discussion  of  right  ;«iid 
this  observation  applies  as  strongly  to  the  recog- 
nition of  iodepencfence,  and  te  the  boundary  line 
in  the  treaty  of  1763,  as  to  the  fisheries.    It  is 
truly  observed  by  Lord  Batburst,  that  in  that 
treaty  the  independence  of  the  United  States  wu 
net  granted^  bat  acknowledged.    He  adds,  that 
it  might  have  been  acknowledged  without  any 
treaty,  and  that  the  acknowledgment,  in  what- 
ever mode  made,  would  have  been  irMvooable. 
But  the  independence  of  the  United  States  was 
precisely  the  question  upon  which  a  previous  war 
between  them  and  Great  Briuin  had  been  waged. 
Other  nations  might  acknowledge  their  inde- 
pendence without  a  treaty,  because  they  had  no 
right,  or  claim  of  right,  to  contest  it;'  but  this 
acknowledgment,  ta  be  binding^pon  Great  Brit- 
ain, could  have  oeen  made  only  by  treaty,  be- 
cause it  included  the  dissolution  of  one  social 
compact  between  the  parties,  as  well  as  the  for- 
mation of  another*    Peace  could  exist  between 
the  two  nations  only  by  the  mutual  pledge  of 
faith  to  the  new  social  relations  established  be- 
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tveen  tkcm ;  mad  beace  it  mas  that  the  stipnla* 
.tloDs  of  that  Ucaiy  were  ia  (he  natare  of  perpet- 
ual obligation,  and  not  liable  to  be  forfeited  by 
a  subsequent  war,  or  bj  mnj  deelaratipn  <^  the 
will  of  either  party  without  the  assent  of  the 
ot^r. 

In  this  Tiew.  it  eertainly  was  sapposed  bj  the 
andersigned  that  Qreat  Britain  considered  her 
obligation  to  hold  and  treat  with  the  United 
Biaies  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  Power  as 
dertred  only  from  the  preliminary  articles  of 

1782,  as  converted  into  the  definitire  treaty  of 

1783.  The  boundary  line  could  obrioiisly  rest 
upon  no  other  foundation.  The  boundaries  were 
nei^tber  recognitions  nor  acknowledgments  of  ti- 
tle. They  could  have  been  filed  and  settled  onljr 
by  treaty,  and  it  is  to  the  treaty  alone  that  both 
parlies  have  always  referred  in  all  dieeussions 
eoocerning  them.  Lord  Bathurst's  note  denies 
that  there  is  in  any  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  any  express  or  implied  refer- 
ence to  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  still  in  force.  It 
says  that,  by  the  stipulation  for  a  mutual  restora- 
tion q(  territory,  each  party  necessarily  ^reverted 
to  their  boundaries  as  before  the  war,  without 
reference  to  the  title  hy  which  their  possessions 
were  acquired,  or  to  the  mode  in  which  their 
boundaries  had  been  previously  fixed." 

There  are  four  several  articles  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  in  every  one  of  which  the  treaty  of 
1783  is  not  only  named,  but  its  stipulations  form 
the  ba»is  of  the  new  engagements  between  the 
parlies  for  carrying  its  provisions  into  execution. 
These  articles  are  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh.  The  undersigned  refers  particularly  to 
the  fourth  article,  where  the  boundaries  described 
are  not  adverted  to  without  reference  to  the  title 
by  which  they  were  acquired ;  but  where  the 
stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  1783  is  expre»ly  as- 
signed as  the  basis  of  the  claims,  both  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  islands 
mentioned  in  the  article. 

The  words  with  whioh  the  article  begins  are, 
**Wbereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article 
in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  bun* 
dred  and  eighty-three,  between  His  Britannic 
Majesty  and ahe  United  States  of  America,  that 
the  boundary  of  the  United  States  should  eom* 
prebend  all  islands,^  Ac. 

It  proceeds  to  desenbe  the  boundaries  as  there 
atipalated ;  then  alleges  the  claim  of  the  United 
•Stales  to  certain  islands,  as  founded  opon  one 

Sifft  of  the  stipulation,  and  the  claim  of  Great 
riiain  as  derived  from  another  i>art  of  the  stip- 
Illation ;  and  agrees  upon  the  appointment  of  two 
commissioners  ''to  decide  to  which  of  the  two 
eoatracting  parties  the  islands  belong,  in  con- 
formity with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783."  The  same  expressions  are  re- 
peated in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles; 
and  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  conceive  by 
what  eonstrueticm  of  language  one  of  the  parties 
tp  those  articles  can  allege  that,  at  the  time  when 
they  were  signed,  the  treattwf  1783  wae,  or  could 
be,  considered  at  an  end.  ^^ 
When,  in  the  letter  of  the  undersigned  to  Lord 


Batkuist,  the  treaty  of  1783  was  staled  tal»e  a 
compaet  of  a  peculiar  character,  importing  in  its 
own  nature  a  permanence  not  liable  to  be  an- 
nulled by  the  fact  of  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  parties,  the  recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  IJnited  States  and  the  boundary  line  were 
adduced  as  illustrations  to  support  the  principle ; 
the  language  of  the  abovemen tinned  articles  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghentj  and  the  claim  brought  for- 
ward by  Great  Britain,  at  the  ne|[Otiation  of  it, 
for  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  were 
alleged  as  proofs  that  Great  Britain  herself  so 
considered  it.  excepting  with  regard  ta  a  small 
part  of  the  single  artiele  relative  to  the  fisheries ; 
and  the  right  of  Great  Britain  was  denied  thus 
to  select  one  particular  stipulation  in  such  a 
treaty,  and  declare  it  to  have  been  abrogated  by 
the  war.  The  answer  of  Lord  Batfaorst  deuies 
that  Great  Britain  has  made  such  a  selection,  and 
affirms  that  the  whole  treaty  of  17B3  was  an- 
nulled by  the  late  war.  It  admits,  however,  that 
the  recognition  of  indepeodenee  and  the  bounda- 
ries was  in  the  nature  of  perpetual  obligation ; 
and  that,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  liber- 
ties in  and  connected  with  the  fisheries  within 
British  jurisdiction  on  the  coasts  of  North  Ame- 
rica, the  United  States  are  entitled  to  all  the  ben- 
efits of  all  the  stipulations  in  their  Aivor  contained 
in  the  treaty  of  1783,  although  the  stipulations 
themselves  are  supposed  to  be  annulled.  The 
fishing  liberties  within  British  jurisdiction  alone 
are  considered  as  a  temporary  grant,  liable  not 
only  to  abrogation  by  war,  but,  as  it  would  seem 
from  the  tenor  of  the  argument,  revocable  at  the 
pleasure  of  Great  Britain,  whenever  she  might 
consider  the  revocation  suitable  to  her  interest. 
The  note  affirms  that  "the  liberty  to  fish  within 
British  limits,  or  to  use  British  territory,  is  essen- 
tiallv  different  from  the  right  to  independence  in 
all  that  can  reasonably  be  supposed  to  regard  its 
intended  duration ;  that  the  grant  of  this  litPerty 
has  all  the  aspect  of  a  policy,  temporary  and  ex- 
perimental, depending  on  the  use  that  might  be 
made  of  it,  on  the  condition  of  the  islands  and 
places  where  it  waa  to  be  exercised,  and  the  more 
general  ccmventences  or  inconveniences,  in  a 
military,  naval,  or  commercial  point  of  view,  re- 
sultina  from  the  access  of  an  independent  nation 
to  and  islaada  and  places.^ 
*  The  undersigned  ia  indmed,  on  this  occasion, 
to  repeat  his  Lordship's  own  words,  because,  on 
a  cacefttl  and  deliberate  review  of  the  article  in 
question,  he  is  unable  to  discover  in  it  a  single 
expreftion  indicating,  even  in  the  most  distant 
manner,  a  policy,  temporary  or  experimental,  or 
having  the  remotest  connexion  with  military, 
iMval,  or  commercial  conveniences  or  inconve- 
niences to  Great  Britain.  He  has  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  variation  in  the  terms,  by  which 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fisheries  on  the  main  ocean, 
the  common,  possession  of  both  nations,  and  the 
same  enjoyment  within  a  small  portion  of  the 
special  iorisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  are  stipula- 
ted in  the  article,  and  recognised  as  belonging  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  He  considers 
the  term  right  as  importing  an  advantage  to  be 
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enjoyed  in  a  place  of  comnum  jariedictton,  and 
the  term  liberty  as  referring  to  the  same  advan- 
tage,  incidentally  leading  to  (he  borders  of  a  spe- 
cial jurisdiction.  But,  evidentljr,  neither  of  them 
imports  any  limitation  of  time.  Both  were  ex- 
pressions no  less  familiar  to  the  understandings 
than  dear  to  the  hearts  of  both  the  nations  par- 
ties to  the  treaty.  *  The  undersigned  is  persuaded 
it  will  be  readily  admitted  that,  wherever  the 
English  lanffuag^is  the  mother  tongue,  the  term 
liberty^  far  from  including  in  itself  either  limita- 
tion of  time  or  precariousness  of  tenure,  is  essen- 
tially as  permanent  as  that  of  r^hi^  and  can, 
with  justice,  be  understood  only  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  same  thing;  and  as  no  limitation  of 
time  is  implied  in  the  term  itself,  so  there  is  none 
expressed  in  any  part  of  the  article  to  which  it 
belongs.  The  restriction  at  the  close  of  the  ar- 
ticle is  itself  a  confirmation  of  the  permanency 
which  the  undersigned  contends  belongs  to  every 
part  of  the  article.  The  intention  was,  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  should  continue  to 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  fisheries  which  they 
had  enjoyed  theretofore,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  dryiog  and  curing  fish  on  the  island  of  New- 
foundland, all  that  British  subjects  should  enjoy 
thereafter.  Amone  them,  waa  the  liberty  of  dry- 
iog and  curing  fish  on  the  shores,  then  uninhab- 
ited, adjoining  certain  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks. 
But,  when  those  shores  should  become  settled, 
and  thereby  become  private  and  individual  prop- 
erty, it  was  obvious  that  the  liberty  of  drying  and 
curing  fish  upon  them  must  be  conciliated  with 
the  proprietary  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  soil. 
The  same  restriction  would  apply  to  British  fish- 
ermen ;  and  it  was  precisely  because  no  mnt  of 
a  new  right  was  intended,  but  merely  the  con- 
tinuance of  what  had  been  previously  enjoyed, 
that  the  restriction  must  have  been  assented  to 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  But,  ni)on  the 
common  and  equitable  rule  of  construction  for 
treaties,  the  expression  of  one  restriction  implies 
the  exclusion  of  ail  others  not  expressed ;  and 
thus  the  very  limitation  which  looKs  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  unsettled  deserto  should  be- 
come inhabited,  to  modify  the*enjoymeat  of  the 
same  liberty  conformably  to  the  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, corroborates  the  conclusion  that  the 
whole  purport  of  the  compact  was  permanent 
and  not  temporary-— not  experimental,  but  defi- 
nitive. 

That  the  term  right  was  used  as  applicable  to 
what  the  United  States  were  to  enjoy  in  virtue 
of  a  recognised  independence,  and  the  word  ^• 
trty  to  what  they  were  to  enjoy  as  oonceesions 
strictly  dependent  on  the  treaty  itself,  the  under- 
aigned  not  onlv  cannot  admit,  but  considers  as  a 
construction  altogether  unfounded.  If  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  htve  been  entitled,  in  virtue  of 
a  recognised  independence,  to  enjojr  the  fisheries 
to  which  the  word  righU  ia  applied,  no  article 
upon  the  subject  would  haye  been  required  in 
the  treaty.  Whatever  their  rieht  might  have 
been,  Qreat  Britain  would  not  have  felt  heraeif 
bound,  without  a  specific  article  to  that  ef^ct,  to 
ackAowledge  it  aa  indudad  anoag  the  append- 


ages to  their  independence.    Had  she  not  ac- 
knowledged it,  the  United  States  must  have  been 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  resig^ning  it,  or  of 
maintaining  it  by  force;  the  result  of  which 
must  ha\e  Been  war— the  very  state  from  whick 
the  treaty  was  to  redeem  the  parties.     That 
Great  Britain  would  not  have  acknowledged 
these  rights  as  beionginff  to  the  United  States  in 
virtue  of  their  independence,  is  evident ;  for,  in 
the  cession  of  Nova  Scotia  bv  France  to  Qreat 
Britain,  in  the  twelfth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  it  was  expressly  stipulated  that,  as  a 
consequence  of  that  cession,  French  subjects 
should  be  thenceforth  "excluded  from  all  kind  of 
fishing  ia  the  said  seas,  bays,  and  other  places  on 
the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia ;  tnat  is  to  say,  on  those 
which  lie  towards  the  east,  within  thirty  leagues, 
beginning  from  the  island  commonly  called  Sa- 
ble, inclusively,  and    thence   stretching  along 
towards  the  southwest."    The  same  exclusion 
wae  repeated,  with  some  slight  variation,  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  17d3 ;  and,  in  the  eighteentk 
article  of  the  same  treaty,  Spain  explicitly  re- 
nounced all  pretensions  to  the  right  of  fishing 
4n  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Newfounch 
land."    It  was  not,  therefore,  as  a  necessary  re- 
sult of  their  independence  that  Great  Britain  re- 
cognised the  right  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in 
the  '^Galf  of  St.  Lawrence,"  and  at  all  other 
places  in  the  sea  where  *Hhe  inhabitants  of  both 
countries  used,  at  any  time  theretofore,  to  fish." 
She  recognised  it,  by  a  special  stipulation,  as  a 
right  which  they  had  theretofore  enjoyed  as  a 
part  of  the  British  nation,  and  which,  as  an  in- 
dependent nation,  the^  were  to  continue  to  enjoy 
unmolested ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  so  far 
from  considering  it  as  recognised  by  virtue  of 
her  acknowledgment  of  independence,  her  objec- 
tions to  admittinff  it  at  all  formed  one  of  the  most 
prominent  difficultiea  in  the  negotiation  of  the 

Seace  of  1783.  It  was  not  asserted  by  the  on- 
ersigned.  as  Lord  Bathurst's  note  appears  to 
suppose,  that  either  the  right  or  the  liberty  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  these  fisheries  was 
indefeasible.  It  was  mainuined  that^  after  the 
recognition  of  them  by  Great  Britain,  in  the 
treatv  of  178^  neither  the  rifht  nor  the  liberty 
could  be  forfeited  by  the  United  States,  but  by 
their  own  consent ;  that  no  act  or  declaration  of 
Great  Britain  alone  could  divest  the  United 
States  of  them ;  and  that  no  exclusion  of  them 
from  the  enjoyment  of  either  could  be  valid,  un- 
less expressly  stipulated  by  themselves,  as  waa 
done  by  France  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  by 
France  and  Spain  in  the  peace  of  1703. 

The  undersigned  is  apprehensive,  from  the  ear- 
nestness with  which  Lord  Bathursi's  note  argues 
to  refute  inferences  which  he  disclaims,  from  the 
priaciples  asserted  in  his  letter  to  his  Lordahip, 
that  he  has  not  expressed  his  meaning  in  terms 
sufficiently  clear.  He  affirmed  that,  previous  to 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  their  peo* 
pie,  as  British  subj^^  bad  enjoyed  all  the  righta 
and  liberties  in  theSierieS|  which  form  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  discussion ;  and  that,  when  the 
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MfMration  of  the  two  parts  of  the  aatioo  was  con* 
sommated,  bj  a  matual  compact,  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  definea  the  rights  aod  liberties  which,  by 
the  stipoiatioB  of  both  parties,  the  Uoited  States 
in  their  new  character  were  to  enjoy.  By  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Great  Britain  bound  herself  to  treat 
thaoii  thenceforward,  as  a  nation  possessed  of  all 
the  prerogativesaad attributes  of  soveteigo  power. 
The  people  o(  the  United  States  were,  thence- 
forward, neither  boond  in  allegiance  to  the  Sov- 
ereign of  Great  Britain,  nor  entitled  to  his  pro- 
teetion,  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  any  of  their  rights, 
aa  his  subjects.  Their  rights  and  their  duties,  as 
members  of  a  State,  were  defined  and  regulated 
hy  their  own  constitutions  and  forms  of  ^rern- 
ment.  But  there  were  certain  rights  and  liberties 
which  had  been  enjoyed  by  both  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, while  subjects  of  the  same  sovereign,  which 
it  was  mutually  agreed  they  should  continue  to 
enjoy  unmolested;  and,  among  them,  were  the 
rights  and  liberties  in  those  fisheries.  .  The  fish- 
eries on  the  banks^  of  Newfoundland,  as  well  in 
the  onea  seas  as  in  the  neighboring  bays,  gulfn, 
and  along  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Labra- 
dor, were,  by  the  dispensations  and  the  laws  of 
nature,  in  substance,  only  different  parts  of  one 
fishery.  Those  of  the  open  sea  were  enjoyed  not 
as  a  common  and  universal  right  of  all  nations ; 
since  the  eidusion  from  them  of  France  and 
Spain,  in  whole  or  in  part,  had  been  expressly 
stipulated  by  those  nations,  and  no  other  nation 
bad,  in  fact,  participated  in  them.  It  was,  with 
some  exceptions,  aa  exclusive  possession  of  the 
British  nation ;  and  in  the  Treaty  of  Sefiaration 
it  was  agreed  that  the  rights  and  liberties  in  them 
should  continue  to  be  enjoyed  by  that  partof  the 
nation  which  constituted  the  United  States;  that 
it  should  not  be  a  several,  but,  |is  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  a  common  fishery. 
It  was  necessary,  for  the  enjoyment  of  this  fish- 
ery, to  exercise  It  in  conformity  to  the  habits  of 
the  species  of  game  of  which  it  consisted.  The 
places  frequented  by  the  fish  were  those  to  which 
the  fishermen  were  obliged  to  resort,  and  these 
occasionally  brought  them  to  the  borders  of  the 
British  territorial  jurisdiction.  It  was  also  neces- 
sary, for  the  prosecution  of  a  part  of  this  fisherv, 
that  the  fish,  when  caught,  should  be  immediately 
cured  and  dried,  which  could  only  be  done  on  the 
rocks  or  shores  adjoining  the  places  where  they 
ware  caught;  the  access  to  these  rocks  and  shores, 
for  those  puraoses,  was  secured  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  as  incidental  and  necessary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fishery ;  it  was  little  more 
than  an  access  to  naked  rocks  and  desolate  sands ; 
but  it  was  as  permanently  secured  as  the  right  to 
tbe  fishery  itself.  No  limitation  was  assigned  of 
time.  Provision  was  made  for  the  proprietary 
rights  which  might  at  a  distant  and  future  period 
arise  by  the  settlement  of  placts  then  uninhab- 
ited ;  but  no  other  limitation  was  expremed  or 
iadicated  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  no  other 
eaOi  either  from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  article, 
be  inferred. 
Far,  then,  from  daimiag  the  general  rights  and 
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privileifes  belongiuji^  to  British  subjects  within 
the  British  donimons,  aa  resulting  from  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  while  at  the  same  time 
asserting  their  exemption  from  the  duties  of  a 
British  allegiance,  the  article  in  question  is  itself 
a  proof  that  the  people  of  the  Uoited  States  have 
renounced  all  such  claims.  Could  they  have 
pretended  generally  to  the  privileges  of  Britiah 
subjects,  such  an  article  as  that  relating  to  the 
fisheries  would  have  been  absurd.  There  was  in 
the  treaty  orlTSS  no  express  renunciation  of  their 
rights  to  tbe  protection  of  a  British  Sovereign. 
This  renunciation  they  had  made  by  their  decla- 
ration of  independence  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776; 
and  it  was  implied  in  their  acceptance  of  the 
counter-renunciation  of  sovereignty  in  the  treaty 
of  1783.  It  was  preciselv  because  they  might 
have  lost  their  portion  of  this  joint  national  prop* 
erty;  to  the  acquisition  of  which  they  had  con* 
tributed  more  than  their  share,  unless  a  formal 
article  of  the  treaty  should  secure  it  to  them,  that 
the  article  was  introduced.  By  the  British  mu- 
nicipal laws,  which  were  the  laws  of  both  nations, 
the  property  of  a  fiihery  is  not  necessarily  in  the 
proprietor  of  the  soil  where  it  is  situated.  The 
soil  may  belouff  to  one  individual,  aod  the  fishery 
to  another.  The  right  to  the  soil  maybe  exclus- 
ive, while  the  fishery  may  be  free,  or  held  in 
common.  And  thus,  while  in  the  partition  of  the 
national  possessions  in  North  America,  stipulated 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
shores  washed  by  the  waters  where  this  fishery 
was  placed  was  reserved  to  Great  Britain,  the 
fisheries  themselves,  and  the  accommodations 
essential  to  their  prosecution,  were,  by  mutual 
compact,  agreed  to  be  continued  in  common. 

In  submitting  these  reflections  to  the  consider* 
ation  of  His  Msjestv's  Government,  the  under* 
signed  is  duly  senaibie  to  tbe  amicable  and  con* 
ciliatory  sentiments  and  dispositions  towards  the 
United  States  manifested  at  the  conclusion  of 
Lord  Bathurst's  note,  which  will  be  met  by  re- 
ciprocal and  corresponding  sentiments  aad  dis- 
positions on  the  part  of  tne  American  Govern- 
ment. It  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  them  to 
bf  assured  that  the  conduciveness  of  the  object 
to  the  national  and  individual  prosperity  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  operates  with 
His  Majesty's  Government  as  a  forcible  motive 
to  concession.  Undoubtedly,  the  participatioo  in 
the  liberties  of  which  their  right  is  now  main- 
tained, is  far  more  important  to  the  interesu  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  than  the  exclusive 
enjoyment  of  Uiem  can  be  to  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain.  The  real,  general,  and  ultimata 
interests  of  both  the  nations  on  this  ot^ect,  he  is 
fully  convinced  are  the  same.  The  coUiaion  of 
particular  interests  which  heretofore  may  have 
produced  altercations  between  the  fishermen  of 
the  two  nations,  aod  the  clandestine  introduction 
of  prohibited  soods  by  means  of  American  fishing 
vessels,  may  oe  obviated  by  arrangements  duly 
concerted  between  the  two  Governments.  That 
of  the  United  States,  he  is  persuaded,  will  readily 
co-operaie  in  any  measure  to  secure  those  ends 
compatible  with  the  enjoyment  by  the  people  of 
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the  United  States  of  the  liberties  to  which  they 
consider  their  title  as  unimpaired,  inasmuch  as  it 
has  never  been  renounced  by  themselves. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Gastlereagb  to 
accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  con« 
sideration. 

JOHN  Q,.  ADAMS. 

Lord  Viscount  Cabtlereaoh. 


EttracU  of  a  Utter  from  JU?.  Adama  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

London,  Jan,  31, 1816. 

In  my  interview  with  Lord  Casilereagh  on  the 
25th  instant  we  had  much  conversation,  as  well 
upon  the  topics  which  have  formed  the  subjects 
of  discussion  with  this  Qovernment  during  his 
absence,  as  upon  those  concerning  which  I  nave 
recently  been  honored  with  your  instructions. 
As  propositions  for  a  formal  negotiation  had  been 
made  on  both  sides,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  as- 
certain whether  this  Government  would  consider 
the  full  power  under  which  I  had  acted  jointly 
with  my  late  colleagues  as  yet  sufficient  for  con- 
cluding with  me  any  further  conventional  ar- 
rangements. At  the  time  when  we  signed  the 
commercial  convention  of  the  3d  July  last,  we 
had  given  notice  that  the  objects  upon  whicn  we 
had  been  instructed  to  treat  under  that  full  power, 
were  much  more  eitensive  than  those  upon  which 
we  found  it  then  practicable  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment; bat  as  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  in- 
formed us  that  their  powers  would  terminate  on 
the  conclusion  of  that  convention,  I  told  them 
that  I  should  make  no  further  propositions,  unless 
by  virtue  of  subsequent  instructions  from  my  own 
Government ;  and,  in  that  case,  should  address 
them  in  the  ordinary  channel  of  the  Foreign  De- 
partment. I  now  inquired  of  Lord  Castle reagh 
whether  this  Government  was  now  disposed  to 
enter  upon  a  further  negotiation,  and,  if  they 
were,  whether  they  would  expect  me  to  produce 
a  new  full  power^  With  regard  to  the  latter 
point  Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  if  I  should  de- 
clare that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
still  considered  the  joint  power  under  which  I 
bad  treated  heretofore  as  in  force,  to  authorize 
me  to  treat  separately,  and  that  the  proposals 
which  I  should  make  were  by  the  instructions  of 
my  Gofernment,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  produce  a  new  power.  As  this 
answer  is  not  perfectly  explicit,  and  as  it  requires 
of  me  a  declaration  of  what  I  must  rather  infer 
than  positively  know,  I  would  request,  as  the 
safest  course,  that  a  new  full  power  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  me. 

Lord  Castlereagh  inquired  what  were  the  sub- 
jects upon  which  we  should  be  desirous  of  treat- 
ing. I  mentioned,  as  the  first  and  most  important, 
that  which  relates  to  seamen ;  observing,  the  great 
anxiety  which  was  felt  in  the  United  States  on 
this  subject,  the  principal  source  of  the  late  con- 
test between  the  two  countries,  and  that  from 
which  the  greatest  danger  of  future  dissensions 
was  to  be  apprehended,  unless  some  provision 
should  be  made  daring  the  peace  to  prevent  the 


recurrence  of  the  same  evils  whensoever  a  new 
war  may  take  place. 

I  noticed  the  new  recommendation  in  the 
President's  Message  to  Congress,  of  a  law  for 
confining  the  navigation  of  American  vessels  to 
American  seamen,  and  the  solicitude  manifested 
by  the  President  that  it  may  lead  to  the  total 
discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impressment  in 
our  vessels.  Lord  Castlereagh  expressed  his  satis- 
faction, at  what  he  termed  this  change  of  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  but,  far  from 
appearing  to  think  it  a  motive  for  Great  Britain 
to  stipulate  by  treaty  to  forbear  the  practice  of 
impressment,  he  intimated  the  opinion  that  this 
measure  of  the  United  States,  if  fairly  adopted, 
and  properly  carried  into  execution,  would  rather 
make  any  arrangement  between  the  two  nations 
unnecessary.  He  said  that  its  consequences  must 
be,  that  there  would  be  no  British  seamen  on  board 
of  American  vessels  to  take,  and,  if  so,  that  the 
practice  of  taking  them  would  cease  of  course, 
tie  remarked  that,  as  the  inconvenience  did  not 
exist  during  peace,  it  might  be  doubted  whether  it 
was  the  most  seasonable  time  for  a  discussion,  upon 
which  there  was  such  a  different  and  opposite 
view  in  point  of  principle  entertained  by  the  two 
Governments.  And,  although  I  urged  that  the 
time  of  peace,  when  there  was  no  immediate  in- 
terest of  either  party  at  stake,  and  when  the  feel- 
ings on  both  sides  would  be  cool  and  composed, 
might  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  mutual  effort 
for  closing  this  fruitful  source  of  dissensions,  he 
was  not  inclined  to  that  opinion.  He  intimated 
that. there  was  still  in  England  a  very  strong  and 
highly  irritable  feeling  on  this  subject;  that  the 
Government  could  not  incur  the  responsibility  of 
concession  in  relation  to  it ;  that  it  would  be  in- 
expedient to  wait  until  the  new  policy  of  the 
United  States  for  encouraging  their  own  native 
seamen  should  fully  have  been  developed,  and, 
by  its  consequences,  have  proved  that  Great 
Britain  would  not  need  impressment  to  preserve 
herself  from  the  loss  of  her  own  seamen.  He 
added,  nevertheless,  that  the  British  Government 
would  always  be  ready  to  hear  proposals  on  thb 
subject,  and  to  adopt  arrangements  which  might 
guard  against  abuses  in  the  exercise  of  their 
rights. 

I  shall  give  you,  in  my  next,  the  sequel  of  this 
conference,  the  result  or  which  has  confirmed  all 
the  opinions,  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  this 
Government,  which  I  gave  you  in  my  last  de- 
spatch. There  appears  to  me  no  prospect  that, 
under  the  present  ministry,  any  conventional  ar- 
rangement for  renouncing  the  practice  of  impress* 
ment  will  be  attainable ;  and  you  will  observe  the 
new  argument  which  Lord  Castlereagh  derives 
against  such  a  stipulation,  from  the  measures  rec- 
ommended by  the  President  for  exdudipg  foreign 
seamen  from  our  service.  There  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  any  maritime  war,  nor,  indeed,  any 
remote  discernible  prospect  of  such  a  war,  with 
the  United  States  neutral  to  it.  As  the  occur- 
rence, however,  is  not  impossible,  and  as  the  out* 
rage  of  that  practice  can  never  be  tolerated  by  a 
nation  of  the  strength  and  resources  to  which  the 
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United  States  mn  ruinip,  it  eanftot  too  forcibly  be 
urged  upon  their  conviction,  that  the  only  means 
of  protecting  their  seafaring  citizens  in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  rights,  will  consist  in  the  energy 
with  which  they  shall  be  asserted. 


Bxtraet  of  a  Idier  fiem  Mr.  Aiam$  to  the  Searttwry 

of  Slaiet  dated 

LoNDOM,  February  8, 1816. 
Id  relation  to  the  fisheries  little  was  said.  He 
told  me  that  he  had,  the  evening  before,  read  my 
note  to  him  concerning  them ;  that  the  British 
Qovernment  would  adhere  to  their  principle  re- 
specting the  treaty,  and  to  the  exclusive  rights  of 
tneir  territorial  jurisdiction;  but  that  they  had  no 
wish  to  prevent  us  from  fishing,  and  would  readily 
enter  into  a  negotiation  for  an  arrangement  on 
this  subject. 

[NoTBri — See  mnte^  for  Mr.  Adams's  letters  of  17th 
Febmiry,  1816,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord 
Cestkieagh.] 


JUt.  jfewroe  to  Mr»  Adenine^ 
Dbpabtmsnt  of  State,  Ftb.  27, 1816. 

Sir  :  It  being  represented,  by  your  letter  of  the 
8th  of  November,  that  the  British  Qovernment 
was  disposed  to  regulate,  in  concert  with  the 
United  States,  the  taking  of  fish  on  the  coasts, 
bays,  and  creeks,  of  all  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
dominions  in  America,  and  the  curing  and  dry- 
ing of  fish  by  their  citizens  on  the  unsettled  bays, 
harbors,  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen 
islands,  and  Labrador,  in  such  manner  as  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  both  nations,  you  will  con- 
sider this  letter  an  authority  and  instruction  to 
negotiate  a  cooveotion  for  these  purposes. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


16*.  Monroe  to  ift*.  Adanu. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  Stata,  A6.  27, 1816. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last,  of  the  10th  of  December, 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
November  2L  with  those  of  the  12th,  19tb,  26th 
and  30th  of  September,  the  7th  and  31st  of  Oc- 
tober, and  8th  of  November.  With  the  latter,  a 
copy  of  Lord  Bathurst's  reply  to  your  note  of 
September  25,  on  the  fisheries,  was  likewise  re- 
ceived. 

It  appears  by  these  communications  that  al- 
though the  British  Government  denies  our  right 
of  taking,  curiag,  and  drying  fish  within  their 
jurisdiction,  and  on  the  coast  of  the  British  prov- 
inces in  North  America,  it  is  willing  to  secure  to 
our  citizens  the  liberty  stipulated  b^  the  Treaty 
of  1783,  under  such  relations  as  will  secare  the 
benefit  to  both  parties,  and  will  likewise  prevent 
the  smuggling  of  goods  into  the  British  prov- 
inces by  our  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  reply  which  you  intimate 
you  intended  giving  to  Lord  Bathnrst's  note  nuy 
have  produced  some  change  in  the  sentiments  of 
(he  British  QoTerament  on  this  intereating  sub- 


Iject ;  it  is,  nevertheless,  thought  proper  to  encloce 
you  an  instruction,  to  be  shown  to  the  British 
,  Qovernment,  authorizing  you  to  negotiate  a  con- 
vention providing  for  the  objects  contemplated* 

It  is  very  important  that  this  trust  should  be 
executed  in  a  manner  not  to  weaken  our  right, 
which,  it  is  presumed,  may  be  done  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  British  Grovernment,  either 
by  the  reservation  of  mutual  rights,  or  making 
the  instrument  a  remedy  for  abuses. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  injuries  com- 
plained of  by  the  British  Qovernment  are  to  be 
remedied,  you  will  be  able,  in  aid  of  your  own 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  to  obtain  better  infor- 
mation than  I  can  communicate. 

The  British  project  will  show  the  nature  and 
extent  of  these  injuries,  and  it  will  be  your  ob- 
ject to  make  the  remedy  as  harmless  to  our  citi- 
zens and  as  safe  to  the  public  rights  as  possible* 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  d^. 

JAMBS  MONROE* 


Emtraetof  a  tetter  from  ift*.  JfimrM  to  Mr.  Admme^ 

Department  op  State,  May  24, 1816. 
A  hope  is  entertained  that  you  will  have  ar- 
ranged with  the  British  Qovernment  the  differ- 
ence respecting  the  fisheries  before  this  reaches 
you.  Should  you  not  have  been  able  to  do  it. 
you  will  endeavor  to  comprise  it  in  the  general 
arrangement  which  you  are  authorized  to  make, 
on  the  principles  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  27th 
of  February. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Mr*  Monroe  to  Mr.  Adame* 

Department  op  State,  July  8, 1816* 
Mr.  Bagot  has  received  a  power  to  arrange  the 
difference  respecting  the  taking^nd  caring,  and 
drying  fish  on  the  shores  of  the  British  colonies; 
but  whether  it  authorizes  such  an  arrangement 
as  will  be  useful  and  satisfactory  to  us^  I  am  as 
yet  uninformed. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr,  Adame. 

Depabtmbnt  op  State,  Aug.  13. 1816. 
On  the  other  subject  [the  fisheries]  Mr.  Bagot 
offered  to  secure  to  us  the  right  in  question  on 
the  Labrador  shore,  between  Mount  Joli  and  the 
Bay  of  Esquimaux,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
strait  of  Belleisle.  It  was  necessary  for  me  to 
seek  detailed  information  of  the  value  of  thia 
accommodation  from  thoee  possessing  it  at  Blar- 
blehead  and  elsewhere,  which  I  did ;  the  reanlt 
of  which  was,  that  it  would  be  more  for  our  ad* 
vantage  to  commence  at  the  last-mentioned  point, 
and  to  extend  the  right,  eastward,  through  the 
Strait  of  Belleisle,  as  far  alon^  the  Lanrador 
coast  as  possible.  To  this  he  objected ;  offering, 
then,  an  alternative  on  the  shore  of  the  island  of 
Newfoundland,  to  commence  at  Cape  Bay,  and 
extend,  east,  to  the  Ramea  islands.  Of  the  value 
of  this  coast  I  am  likewise  ignorant.  The  nego« 
tiation  must,  therefore,  be  again  suspended  until 
i  obtain  the  information  requisite  to  enable  me 
toaccinit. 


un 
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It  is  probftble  that  tb«  amngement  of  these 
two  interests  will  again  rest  with  yoQ.  The  ad- 
Tantage  of  it,  as  yoo  are  already  authorized  to 
treat  on  other  important  subjects,  is  obvions. 

At  the  commencement  of  oar  conferences,  Mr. 
Bagot  informed  me  of  an  order  which  had  been 
issued  by  Admiral  Griffith  to  the  British  crui-^ 
sers,  to  remove  our  fishing  ressels  from  the  coasts 
of  those  provinces  which  he  would  endearor  to 
hare  revoked  pending  the  negotiation.  His  at- 
tempt succeeded.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  this 
revocation  extended,  so  as  to  afford  the  accom- 
modation desired  until  the  negotiation  is  con- 
cluded. All  the  information  which  has  been,  or 
may  be,  obtained  on  this  subject  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  you. 


Extnui  of  a  UtUrfrom  Mr.  Adaau  to  the  Searttmy 

of  StttU^  dated 

London,  Auguet  24, 1816. 

On  Wednesday  last  I  had  an  interview  with 
Lord  Castlereagh,  in  which  he  infofmed  ma  tbtt 
this  Qoveromcnt  declined  entering  upon  any 
negotiation  relative  to  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies ;  that  they  were  averse 
to  any  discussion  relative  to  blockades,  and  the 
other  conflicting  pretensions  of  neutral  and  bel- 
ligerent rights;  and  that  they  were  willing  to 
receive  any  proposals  that  we  mav  wish  to  offer 
r«s[)ectioff  the  Intercourse  by  land  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  continental  colo- 
nies,^ and  respecting  seamen ;  but  there  was  a 
manifest  reluctance  to  neffotiate  even  upon  these 
points.  With  regard  to  the  Weal  Indies,  he  said 
it  waa  understood  by  this  Qovernment  that  the 
United  States  would  be  perfectly^  free  to  adopt 
any  countervailing  regulations,  either  of  prohi- 
hilion  or  of  additional  duties,  that  they  migbt 
think  advisable;  that  Great  Britain  would  have 
no  right  to  complain  of  them:  that  the  determi- 
nation in  this  instancaarose  altogether  from  that 
of  adl^ring  to  their  colonial  system,  of  the  wis* 
dom  of  which  he  spoke  as  being,  in  bis  own 
mind,  not  unquestionable,  but  from  which  it  was 
not  tnooght  expedient  now  to  depart. 

JkHraet  of  a  lettet  from  ih.  Adame  to  Mt,  Monroe, 
aeetdary  of  StatOf  dated 

LoNDOR,  September  18, 1816. 
You  will  perceive,  by  all  my  late  despatches, 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  doing  anything  here 
in  the  way  of  a  negotiation  upon  objects  of  com- 
merce. 1  addressed  yesterday  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  a  notev  renewing  the  proposal  to  negotiate; 
the  object  of  which  is  to  have  the  refusal  ezpli- 
citlv  signified  in  writing.  In  my  last  interview 
with  Lord  Castlereagh  be  did  unequivocally  de- 
oline  negotiation  upon  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  upon  all  the  questions  relating 
to  neutral  rights  fn  time  of  maritime  war.  He 
said  they  were  willing  to  receive  any  proposition 
respecting  seamen,  and  respecting  the  inland  in- 


tercourse between  the  United  Slatea  and  the 
British  colonies  in  North  America*  I  told  him 
I  should  repeat  the  proposal  for  treattuff  in  a 
note.  He  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would  not 
mention  in  the  note  the  neutral  questions  at  all. 
I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  the  objection,  bat* 
pomised  htm  I  would  give  it  full  consideration 
Wore  I  sent  in  the  note.  I  did  accordingly  take 
ample  time  for  reflection,  and  have  concluded 
that  I  ought  not  only  to  include  them  in  the 
note,  but  to  urge  with  earnestness  the  reasons 
which  make  it  peculiarly  desirable  that  the  two 
Governments  should  come  to  an  understanding 
upon  those  points  before  tbe  recurrence  of  a  nutri- 
time  vrar. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  36;  Adame  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

London.  September  27, 1816. 
I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a  copy 
of  the  note  which  I  have  addressed  to  Lord  Cas* 
tlereaffh;  renewing  tbe  proposal  for  the  negotia- 
tion of  a  treaty  of  commerce.  From  the  deter- 
mination of  tbisGovemmentf  aa  communicated 
to  me  in  my  personal  interview  with  him  on  the 
2Ist  of  August,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  they  will 
decline  treating  upon  the  subject  of  our  trade 
with  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
upon  the  questions  relating  to  neutral  interests 
during  maritime  war.  They  may  profess  to  be 
willing  to  receive  specific  proposals  relative  to 
seamen,  and  to  our  inland  intercourse  with  their 
colonies  in  North  America,  but  it  is  not  probable 
that  upon  either  of  those  subjects  they  will  agree 
to  anything  that  can  be  satisfactory  to  you ;  nor 
shall  I  think  it  expedient  to  conclude  any  sep- 
arate arrangement  concerning  them,  excluding 
the  others,  without  further  instructions  to  that 
effect.  In  the  conversations  that  I  have  had  with 
Lord  Castlereagh,  he  has  given  me  very  distinctly 
to  understand  that,  with  regard  to  seamen,  if 
they  should  even  agree  to  the  proposed  stipula- 
tion of  excluding  from  the  respective  naval  and 
merchant  services  the  native  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  each  other,  they  will  not  understand  It  aa 
implying  or  intending  an  engagemeot  to  re- 
nounce tbe  practice  oftaking  men  from  our  vea* 
sels  in  the  event  of  a  future  maritime  war.  In 
the  instructions  hitherto  transmitted  to  me.  it  is 
not  insisted  that  such  a  renunciation  should  be 
included  in  the  article;  yet  I  cannot  but  suppose 
it  was  expected  that,  if  the  article  should  be 
agreed  tu,  it  would  be  with  at  least  a  tacit  under- 
standing that  the  practice  of  impressment  shall 
be  abandoned. 


Mr,  Adame  to  Lord  CaetlereagL 

13  CniivsH  Stbbbt,  Sept.  17, 1816. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Bxtraordinarr  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  the  proposal  which  he  has  been  in- 
structed to  make,  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  negotiation  of  a 
treaty  of  commeree,  embmeing  all  the  priheipal 
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objects  most  lotorMtiiif  to  the  ff  Icndly  uid  com- 
iii«reiai  iotercoone  betweea  the  two  natioiM, 
He  bas  already  exhibited  to  his  Lordship  the 
authority  with  whieh  he  has  beea  farnished  by 
the  Amerieaa  Gorenimeiit  for  that  purpose,  and 
has  fally  stated  to  him  the  motires  whieh  in- 
doeed  this  proposal.  They  are  all  fouaded  in 
the  ansions  desire  of  the  Ameriean  Qovernment 
to  cuKivate  the  harmony  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  to  concert,  by  engagements  of  mutnal 
aceommodation,  such  arrangements  of  the  points 
from  which  differences  hare  nnfortanately  arisen 
heretofore,  or  which  might  hare  a  tendency  to 

Erodnee  them  hereafter^  as  may  be  satisfactory  to 
Dth  parties,  guard  against  fatnrem isooderstand- 
iags,  and  promote  that  amicable  temper  and  dis- 
position which  can  alone  perpetuate  the  neace 
and  friendship  dictated  by  the  clearest  and  high- 
est interests  both  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
United  States. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  Lord  Castlereagh  that 
the  commercial  conrention  of  3d  July,  1815,  was 
not  considered  at  the  time  of  its  conclusion  as 
the  ultimate  or  definitire  arrangement  of  the 
eommercial  relations  between  the  high  contract- 
ing parties.  Other  objects,  beside  those  upon 
which  the  agreement  was  completed,  were  dis- 
cussed in  the  course  of  that  negotiation.  Others 
yet,  including  all  or  most  of  those  upon  which 
Great  Britain  i»  now  again  iuTited  to  treat,  were 
presented  to  the  attention  of  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, but  postponed,  in  consideration  of  pe- 
culiar circumstances  then  opera tiqg,  and  whtch 
have  happily  since  been  done  away.  In  brinp^ing 
them  again  to  the  view  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
the  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  distinetiv  spe^ 
cifying  the  sereral  objects  upon  which  the  Amer- 
ican Qovernment  repeats  tne  proposal  to  enter 
into  further  jreeiprocal  commercial  stipulations, 
of  su^esting  the  urgent  additional  motires  for 
desiring  them  which  have  arisen  since  that  pe- 
xiod*,  and  of  exposing  the  liberal  principles  upon 
which  thev  propose  that  this  supplementary 
treaty  should  oe  founded. 

1.  The  commerce  between  ike  United  Staiee  and 
the  Briiiih  cohniee  in  North  America  and  in 
the  Weit  Indies. 

From  the  relative  geographical  position  of 
those  countries;  from  the  nature  of  their  respect- 
ive productions  f  and  from  the  wants  on  either 
side,  which  may  be  most  advantageously,  if  not 
exclusively,  supplied  by  the  other,  this  commerce 
is  not  only  of  the  greatest  convenience  to  both 
parties,  but,  in  some  respects,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions, it  is  of  the  fiist  necessity  to  the  colonies. 
At  the  time  when  the  commercial  convention  of 
3d  July,  1815,  was  negotiated,  this  commerce 
was  open  to  vessels  of  the  United  States.  The 
ports  of  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies 
are  still  accessible,  under  certain  restrictions,  to 
Ffcneh,  Spanish^  Dutch,  Danish,  and  Swedish 
vessels;  and  while  the  ports  of  every  nation  in 
the  West  Indies  (Great  Britain  alone  excepted) 
are  in  like  manner  accessible  to  American  ves- 
teis,  they  have  been,  and  -stiUafe,  by  new  vegula- 


tioQ^  enforced  since  the  conclusion  of  that  con- 
vention, rigorously  excluded  from  the  British 
ports.  This  exclusion  of  all  participation  in  the 
advantaffc  of  carrying  between  the  two  countriea 
the  articles  of  a  commerce  mutually  beneficial  to 
both  parties,  has  not  only  the  aspect  of  a  policy 
peculiarly  pointed  acainst  the  United  States,  but 
It  defeats,  in  a  great  degree,  the  principle  of  equal- 
izing the  advantages  of  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  by  equalizing  the  duties  and 
charges  upon  the  vessels  of  both,  in  the  direct  in- 
tercourse between  them;  for  while  British  m- 
sels,  after  performing  a  direct  voyage  from  Eu- 
rope to  the  United  States,  are  there  received 
upon  terms  of  equality  with  those  of  the  United 
States,  they  now  enjoy  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
resorting  to  an  intermediate  market  in  the  West 
Indies,  while  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are 
restricted  to  the  direct  interchange  to  and  from 
Europe.  The  result  of  which  i&  that  British 
vessels  enjoy  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
important  advantages,  even  over  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  themselves.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious that  this  cannot  long  be  tolerated ;  that,  if 
the  commerce  with  those  parts  of  the  British  do- 
mipions  be  not  placed  on  a  footing  of  reciprocity, 
similar  restraints  will  become  indispensable  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  Such  counter- 
vailing restraints  were  proposed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  postponed,  in  the  hope  that 
satisfactory  arrangements  might  be  made,  before 
the  next  meeting,  to  prevent  a  recurrence  to  a 
svsiem  of  commercial  nostiHty,  inconsistent  with 
the  interests  of  both  nations,  inauspicious  to  the 
amicable  relations  now  existing  between  thim, 
and  repugnant  to  the  most  earnest  wishes  of  the 
Ameriean  Government.  In  the  armngementa 
proposed,  they  do  not  contemplate  any  interfer* 
ence,  on  their  part,  with  the  colonial  monopoly 
of  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  asked  diat  she  should 
reaiouoce  the  tif;ht  of  prohibitiuff  the  importation 
into  her  colonies,  from  the  United  States,  of 
whatever  articles  she  ma^r  think  fit;  but  that  the 
commerce  whichj  for  their  and  her  own  advan- 
tage. Great  Britain  allows  between  them  and  the 
United  States,  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footingof  reciprocity  as  the  direct  trade  betweea 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  was  intended 
to  be  placed  by  the  convention  of  3d  July,  1815. 
While  on  this  eulject.  the  undersigned  cannot 
but  remark  the  extraordinary  measures  relatia|^ 
to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni* 
ted  States  and  the  British  colonies  in  North 
America  and  in  the  West  Indies,  adopted  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  commercial  couTention  of 
9d  July,  1815.  In  all  of  them,  very  heavy  du- 
ties liave  been  imposed  upon  the  importation  of 
American  produce,  even  wnen  carried  in  British 
ships.  A  heavy  duty  of  exportation  has  been 
laid,  in  the  province  or  Neva  Bcotla,  upon  piaster 
of  raris,  4n  article  for  which  there  is  no  other 
market  than  the  United  States.  And  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Upper  Canada,  an  act  of  the  Provineial 
Legislature  having  first  vested  in  the  Lieutenant 
GkiTernor  and  Council  the  power  of  regulating 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  that  pro* 
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yince  and  the  United  Stales,  that  body  did,  on 
the  18tb  of  April  last,  issue  an  order,  imposing 
heavy  duties  upon  many  articles  of  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  with  an 
addition  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  all  those  duties 
upon  importation  in  American  vessels,  and  a 
tonnage  duty  of  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
ton  upon  every  vessel  eiceeding  ^Ye  tons  buraen 
entennjg^  any  port  or  harbor  of  the  province,  and 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
inland  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
Upper  Canada  is  believed  to  be  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  province  $  but,  were  it  even 
equally  important  to  the  United  States,  measures 
like  these  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than 
as  efforts  to  engross,  eiclusivelv,  the  whole  of 
the  trade  on  one  side.  It  wbuld  be  far  more 
acreeable  to  the  American  Qovernment  to  settle 
this  intercourse  by  amicable  concert,  than  to  be 
left  under  the  necessity  of  meeting  a  system  of 
exclusion  by  countervailing  regulations. 

2.  Seamen, 

It  is  proposed  to  stipulate  that  neither  the  Uni- 
ted States  nor  Great  Britain  shall  employ,  in 
their  naval  or  merchant  service,  native  citizens 
or  subjects  of  the  other  party,  with  the  exception 
of  those  already  naturalized,  of  whom  the  num- 
ber is  very  small.  From  the  well  known  fact 
that  the  wag[es  of  seamen,  in  time  of  peace,  are 
iDTariably  higher  in  the  American  service,  of 
both  descriptions,  than  in  the  British,  it  is  appar- 
ent that  the  advantage  of  this  stipulation  will 
be  almost  entirely  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain. 
Although  obviously  proper  that  it  should  be  to* 
ciprocaj,  it  is  offered,  not  as  an  engagement  from 
which  the  United  States  expect  to  derive  any 
advantage,  in  itself,  but  as  the  means  to  Great 
Britain  of  reserving  to  herself  the  services  of  ail 
her  own  native  seamen,  and  of  removing  forever 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  means  of  force, 
either  by  her  naval  officers,  to  take  men  from 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  United 
States,  to  resist  the  renewal  of  that  practice,  in 
the  event  of  any  future  maritime  war  to  which 
they  may  be  neutral.  In  adopting  the  principle 
proposed,  the  American  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  secure  its  faithful  execution  by  any  re- 
ciprocal regulation  which  may  be  deemed  neces* 
aary,  consistent  with  their  constitution  and  the 
spirit  of  their  laws. 

3.  Neutral  and  bdUgerent  rights. 

It  is  equally  desirable,  in  the  view  of  the  Amer- 
ican Gbvernment,  to  arrange,  at  this  time,  every 
question  relating  to  neutral  rights,  particularly 
those  concerning  blockade ;  contraoand  of  wiar ; 
Tisits  at  sea  of  merchant  vessels  by  ships  of  war ; 
the  trade  with  the  colonies  of  enemies,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  parent  country,  and  the  trade 
from  one  port  of  an  enemy  to  another.  The 
tendency  of  discordant  principles  upon  these 
points  to  embroil  neutral  and  belligerent  States 
with  each  other  has  been  shown  by  the  melan- 
choly experience  of  ages.  The  frequent  dejpart- 
nreti  during  the  most  recent  wars,  from  all  ac- 


knowledged principles  founded  on  the  general 
usages  of  nations,  have  still  paore  unsettled  what- 
ever reliance  might  heretofore  have  been  placed 
upon  their  authority.  A  time  of  peace,  when 
the  feelings  of  both  parties  are  free  from  the  ex- 
citement of  any  momentary  interest,  and  when 
the  operation  of  the  principles  to  be  sanctioned 
by  mutual  compact  depends  upon  continffeocies 
which  may  give  either  party  the  first  claim  to 
the  stipulated  rights  of  the  belligerent  or  of  the 
neutral,  must  be  more  favorable  to  the  amicable 
adjustment  of  these  questions  than  a  time  of  ac- 
tual war,  under  circumstances  when  the  imjne- 
diate  interests  of  each  partv  are  engaged  in  op- 

Sosition  to  those  of  the  otner.  Whether  Great 
Britain  or  the  United  States  will  be  first  engaged 
in  a  maritime  war  with  any  third  party,  cannot 
now  be  foreseen ;  but  it  is  of  the  deepest  interest 
to  the  permanency  of  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween tiiem  that  they  should  come  to  an  explicit 
understanding  with  each  other  upon  the  pointa 
here  referred  to,  before  the  occurrence  of  any 
such  event  on  either  side.  It  is  not  the  desire  of 
the  American  Government  to  propose,  upon  these 
subjects,  any  innovation  upon  principles  often  re- 
cognised by  Great  Britain  herself,  in  her  treaties 
with  other  Powers.  They  wish  only,  by  a  mu- 
tual compact  now  formed,  to  guard  against  the 
collisions,  which  the  recollection  of  the  past  so 
forcibly  admonishes  the  rulers  of  both  nations  to 
obviate,  if  possible,  for  the  future. 

4.  Slaves  carried  away  from  the  United  StaUs^ 
hy  British  officers^  after  the  peace. 

As  the  construction  given  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  the  first  article  in  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  in  reference  to  the  slaves  carried  away 
from  the  United  States  by  British  officers,  after 
the  ratification  of  the  peace,  is  so  directly  at 
variance  with  the  construction  which  the  Amer- 
ean  Government  think  alone  applicable  to  jt,  the 
undersigned  has  been  further  instructed  to  pro- 
pose that  this  question  should  be  submitted  to 
the  decision  of  some  friendly  sovereign.  This 
reference  is  suggested  by  provisions  in  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent  itselL  applicable  to  the  cootingency  of 
differences  in  otner  instances ;  and  it  is  conceived 
that,  when  such  differences  exist,  do  better  mode 
can  be  adopted  for  settling  them  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Should  His  Majesty's  Gorernment  think  pro* 
per  to  accept  this  proposal  for  a  negotiation, 
upon  the  points  with  regard  to  which  the  gen- 
eral wishes  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  been  here  frankly  exposed,  the  un- 
dersigned will  be  ready  to  enter  into  further 
communications  with  any  person  who  may  be 
authorized  to  confer  with  him  for  the  purpose  of 
such  a  negotiation.  If  the  offer  should  not  be 
deemed  acceptable,  he  requests  the  honor  of  as 
early  an  answer  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
accept  the  assurance  of  nis  high  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
Lord  Castlbebaob. 
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Sairaei  ofaktUrfiitm  Mr,  Adavu  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

'LoHDON,  Octiiber  5, 1816, 
Lord  Cftstlereftgh  left  Londoa  this  week  upon 
a  visit  to  Ireland.  PreTioas  to  his  departure  I 
received  from  him  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is 
bcrewith  enclosed.  Although  the  absence  of 
several  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers  is  alleged  as  the 
motive  for  postponing  the  answer  to  my  note  of 
the  17th  September^  and  although  his  Lordship 

Sromises  to  lay  the  subject  suggested  in  it  before 
is  colleagues  immediately  alTer  his  return,  there 
is  no  reason  to  expect  that  any  departure  from 
the  policy  already  determined  upon  will  take 

See.  It  is  probable  that  you  will  receive  this 
patch  about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. Any  measures  in  the  spirit,  and  with  the 
object  of  those  proposed  at  the  last  session,  and 
then  postponed,  may  be  now  adopted  without 
hesitation.  My  own  entire  conviction  is,  that 
th^  operation  of  such  measures,  will  be  the  only 
possible  means  of  convincing  this  Government 
of  the  expediency  of  relaxing  from  the  rigor  of 
their  exclusive  colonial  system.  It  is,  and  uni- 
formly has  becD,  my  opinion,  that  the  result  of 
the  equalization  of  duties  will  be  to  the  advant- 
age ot  Great  Britain,  and  to  our  disadvantage. 
But  the  principle  was  sanctioned  by  an  act  of 
Congress  before  the  convention  of  3d  July,  1815, 
was  negotiated.  The  benefit  of  the  convention 
to  usj  if  any,  is  in  the  India  trade ;  but  as  iu  dura- 
tion is  to  be  so  short,  the  only  chance  of  having 
it  renewed,  at  the  end  of  its  four  years,  with 
additional  articles  of  more  liberality,  will  be 
effective  counteracting  r^ulations  in  respect  to 
the  commerce  with  the  British  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies. 


Lord  Caetlereagh  to  Mr.  Adamo,  daied 

Foreign  OmoB,  8ept,  28, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  very  much  regret  that  the  absence  from 
London  at  this  season  of  the  year  of  several  of 
the  Prince  Regent's  Ministers  will  preclude  me 
from  returning  as  earlv  an  answer  to  your  note 
of  the  17th  as  I  should  wish,  under  the  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  great  importance  of  the  several 
objects  to  which  it  invites  the  attention  of  this 
Government. 

I  have  myself  obtained  the  permission  of  the 
Prince  Regent  to  make  a  short  excursion  to  Ire- 
land on  my  private  affiiirs,  but  I  shall  certainly 
return  to  tiondon  by  the  middle  of  November, 
and  shall  lose  no  time,  as  soon  after  that  period 
as  my  colleagues  shall  be  reassembled,  to  bring 
the  various  objects  referred  to  in  your  note  under 
their  deliberation. 

I  request  you  will  accept  the  assurances  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  ne,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Jfr.  Adaim  to  ike  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

London,  2>cc6m&er  34, 1816. 
Yesterday  mominj^  I  received  a  note  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  requesting  me  to  call  upon  him  \  and 


he  informed  me  that,  as  he  was  going  out  of  town 
for  a  few  days,  he  had  sent  for  me  to  say  that  he 
had  not  forgotten  his  promise  to  me  before  hir 
departure  for  Ireland ;  that  the  proposal  in  my 
note  of  27ih  September  for  a  commercial  neffo- 
tiation  should  be  considered  immediately  after 
hb  return  \  tl^at  two  cabinet  councils  had  already 
been  held  on  the  subject,  and,  as  soon  as  the  ob- 
jects could  be  sufficiently  matured  for  the  proper 
authority  to  be  given  to  him  to  treat.  I  should 
hear  from  him  affain.  It  would  seem  from  this, 
as  if  the  proposflj  would  be  so  far  accepted  as  to- 
enter  upon  a  negotiation  ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  point 
your  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Courier  of  last 
evening,  stating  the  proceeding  in  the  island  of 
Dominici,  after  the  late  hurricane,  including  a 
letter  from  Earl  Bathurst,  dated  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  an  advertisement  from  the  Vic- 
tualling  Office,  for  a  supply  of  flour,  to  be  de- 
livered at  several  of  the  West  India  islands,  from 
the  United  States;  both  in  the  same  paper. 


Mr*  Monroe  to  Mr.  Adame. 
Department  of  State,  Feb.  5, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you.  here- 
with, a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Baffot,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  die;  from  which  you  will  perceive 
that  our  negotiation  on  that  interesting  subject 
has  not  had  the  desired  result. 

Mr.  Bagot  professes,  on  the  part  of  his  Oov- 
ernmenti  the  most  conciliatory  disposition  in 
regard  to  this  affair,  and  it  is  yet  to  be  hoped 
that  it  may  be  satisfactorily  settled.  With  this 
view,  the  President  intends  to  renew  the  nej^o- 
tiation  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  decide  what  arrange- 
ment would  be  best  calculated  to  reconcile  the 
interests  of  both  parties,  which  he  hopes  to  do  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months.  In  the  mean  time, 
be  expects  that  no  measures  will  be  taken  by  the 
Britisn  Government  to  alter  the  existing  state  of 
things,  and  that  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  ob- 
tain the  renewal  of  the  order  to  the  naval  officer 
commanding  on  that  station  not  to  interrupt  or 
disturb  our  fishermen  during  the  approaching 
season. 

Yon  will  see  the  importance  of  an  early  atten* 
tion  to  this  su^ect,  as  the  fishing  season  is  fast 
approaching.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Ji^.  Bagot  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  November  27, 1816. 

Sir  :  In  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  you 
a  few  days  ago,  upon  the  subject  of  the  negotia- 
tion into  which  tne  British  Government  \s  wil- 
ling to  enter,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  such  accommoda- 
tion for  their  fishery,  within  the  British  jurisdic- 
tion^ as  may  be  consistent  with  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  His  Majesty's  domioions,  yon 
appeared  to  apprehend  that  neither  of  the  propo- 
siuons  which  I  had  ihe  honor  to  make  to  yoa 
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upon  this  Bubjeet  woaM  be  coBsidered  as  afibrd- 
iBg  ID  a  sufficieat  degree  the  advaatnges  whidi 
were  deemed  reqavrite. 

Qln  order  that  I  may  not  fail  to  make  the  exact 
naCvre  of  these  propositions  clearly  understood, 
•and  that  I  may  fully  explain  the  considerations 
tiy  which  they  have  been  suggested,  it  may  per- 
haps be  desirable  that  I  should  bring  under  one 
>iew  the  substance  of  what  I  have  already  had 
the  honor  of  statinff  to  you  in  the  sereral  con- 
ferences which  we  have  held  upon  this  business. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  advert  to  the  die- 
^enssion  which  has  taken  place  between  Earl 
Bathurst  and  Mr.  Adams.    In  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  them,  you  will  have 
already  seen,  in  the  notes  of  the  rormer,  a  full 
exposition  or  the  grounds  ujpon  which  the  liberty 
of  drying  and  fishing  within  the  British  limits, 
as  granted  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  by 
the  treaty  of  1783,  was  considered  to  have  ceased 
with  the  war,  and  not  to  have  been  revived  by 
the  late  treaty  of  peace. 

You  will  also  have  seen  therein  detailed  the 
serious  considerations  affecting  not  only  the  pros- 
perity of  the  British  fishery^  but  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  British  dommions,  in  matters  of 
revenue  as  well  as  government,  which  made  it 
incumbent  upon  His  Majesty's  Gh>vernmettt  to 
oppoi^e  the  renewal  of  so  extensive  and  injurious 
a  concession,  within  the  British  sovereignty,  to  a 
foreign  State,  founded  upon  no  principle  of  reci- 
procity or  adequate  compensation  whatever.  It 
nas  not  been  thought  necessary  to  furnish  me 
with  additional  argument  upon  this  point.  I 
therefore  confine  myself,  upon  the  present  occa- 
lion.  to  a  brief  repetition  of  what  I  have  already, 
at  different  periods,  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
your  consideration  upon  the  subject  of  an  ar- 
Tangement  by  which  it  is  hoped  practically  to 
reconcile  the  different  views  of  our  respective 
Governments. 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection  that,  early  in  the 
month  of  July  last.  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  had  received  instructions  from  my 
Qovernment  to  assure  you  that,  although  it  had 
been  felt  necessary  to  resist  the  claim  which  had 
been  advanced  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  determination 
had  not  been  taken  in  any  unfriendly  feeling 
towards  America,  or  with  any  illiberal  wish  to 
deprive  her  subjects  of  adequate  means  of  en- 
gaging in  the  fisheries ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
many  of  the  considerations  which  had  been  urg^ed 
by  Mr.  Adams,  on  behalf  of  the  American  citi- 
zens formerly  enga^  in  this  occupation,  had 
operated  so  forcibly  in  favor  of  granting  to  them 
such  a  concession  as  might  be  consistent  with 
the  just  rights  and  Interests  of  Oreal  Britain,  that 
I  had  been  furnished  with  full  powers  from  His 
^oyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  conclude 
an  arrangement  upon  the  subject,  which  it  was 
hoped  might  at  once  offer  to  the  United  States  a 
pledge  of  His  Royal  Highnesses  good  will,  and 
afford  to  them  a  reasonable  participation  of  those 
benefits  of  which  they  had  formerly  the  enjoy- 
ment. ' 
It  being  the  object  of  the  American  QoTerti* 


ment,  that,  in  addition  to  the  right  of  fishety,  hn 
declared  by  the  first  branch,  of  the  fourth  aKicle 
of  the  treaty  of  1783  permanently  to  belong  to 
the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  they  should  also 
enjoy  the  privilejg^e  of  having  an  adequate  accom^ 
modatien,  both  in  point  of  harbors  and  drying 
ground,  on  the  unsettled  coasts  within  the  British 
sovereignty,  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  to  you 
that  that  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  Labrador 
which  extends  from  Mount  Joli,  opposite  the 
eastern  end  of  the  island  of  Aaticosti^n  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  bay  and  isles  Esquimaux, 
near  the  western  entrance  of  the  straits  of  Belle- 
isle,  should  be  allotted  for  this  purpose ;  it  being 
distinctly  agreed  that  the  fishermen  should  con- 
fine themselves  to  tlie  unsettled  parts  of  the  ooaat, 
and  that  all  pretensions  to  fish  or  dry  within  the 
maritime  limits,  or  on  any  other  of  the  coasts  of 
British  North  America,  should  be  abandoned. 

Upon  learning  from  you,  some  weeks  after- 
wards, that,  from  the  information  which  you  had 
received  upon  the  subject  of  this  coast,  you  were 
apprehensive  that  it  would  not  afford,  in  a  suffi- 
cient degree,  the  advantages  required,  I  did  not 
delay  to  acquaint  you  that  I  was  authorized  to 
offer  another  portion  of  coast,  which  it  was  cer- 
uinly  not  so  convenient  to  the  British  Gh>vem« 
ment  to  assign,  but  which  they  would  neverthe- 
less be  wiilinff  to  assign,  and  which,  from  its  nat- 
ural and  local  advantages,  could  not  fail  to  afford 
every  accommodation  of  which  the  American 
fishermen  could  stand  in  need.  I  had  then  the 
honor  to  propose  to  you  as  an  alternative,  that 
under  similar  conditions,  they  should  be  admitted 
to  that  portion  of  the  southern  coast  ofNewfoond- 
Innd  which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  eastward  tQ 
the  Ramea  islands,  or  to  about  the  longitude  of 
57^  west  of  Greenwich. 

The  advantages  of  this  portion  of  ooaat  are  ac- 
curately known  to  the  British  Government ;  and, 
in  consenting  to  assij^n  it  to  the  uses  of  the 
American  fishermen^  it  was  certainly  conceived 
that  an  accommodation  was  afforded  as  ample  as 
it  was  possible  to  concede,  without  abandoning 
that  control  within  the  entire  of  His  Majcaty's 
own  harbors  and  coasts  which  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  His  Majesty's  dominions  required.  That 
it  should  entirely  satisfy  the  wishes  of  those  who 
have  for  many  years  enjoyed,  without  reatraint, 
the  privil^e  of  usins  for  similar  purposes  all  Che 
unsettled  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Labrador,  is 
not  to  be  expected ;  but,  in  estimating  the  value 
of  the  proposal  the  American  Government  will 
not  fail  to  recollect  that  it  is  offered  without  any 
equivalent,  and  notwithstanding  the  footing  upon 
which  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  has  Men 
left  by  the  Treatv  of  Ghent,  and  the  recent  regu- 
lations by  which  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty 
have  been  deprived  of  the  privileges,  which  they 
so  long  enjoyed,  of  trading  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 

Hon.  Jambs  Momro^ 

Secreiary  qf  8UUe. 
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The  Suni$mr^  pf  3Me  to  16*.  Bqg^i. 
DcpAvmBirr  op  State,  Dee,  30, 1816. 

Bnt:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  27th  of  November  and  to  sobmit  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  President* 

In  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  eit- 
*izens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  fish- 
eries on  the  coast  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
colonies,  on  conditions  advantageous  to  both  par- 
ties, I  concur  in  the  sentiment  that  it  is  desirable 
to  avoid  a  discussion  of  their  respective  rights, 
and  to  proceed,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  ex- 
amine what  arrangement  will  be  adequate  to  the 
object.  The  discussion  which  has. already  taken 
place  between  our  Governments  has,  it  is  pre- 
aumed,  placed  the  claim  of  each  party  in  a  just 
light.  I  shall,  therefore,  make  no  remark  on  that 
part  of  your  note  which  relates  to  the  right  of  the 
parties,  other  than  by  stating  that  this  Govern- 
ment  entered  into  this  negotiation  on  the  equal 
ground  of  neither  claiming  nor  making  any  con- 
cession in  that  respect. 

You  have  made  two  propositions,  the  acee|>- 
tance  of  either  of  which  must  be  attended  with 
the  relinquishment  of  all  other  claims  on  the  part 
of  the  United  BtAtes,  founded  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  In  the 
first,  you  ofier  the  use  of  the  territory  on  the 
Labrador  coast,  lying  between  Mount  Joli  'and 
the  bay  of  E^uim«ux.  near  d;ie  entrance  of  the 
•tntit  of  BeHeisU;  ana,  in  the  second,  of  such 
nart  of  the  southern  coast  of  the  island  of  New- 
foundland as  lies  between  Cape  Ray  and  the  Ra- 
mea  islands. 

I  have  made  every  inquiry  that  circumstances 
have  permitted,  respecting  both  these  coasts,  and 
find  that  neither  would  afford  to  the  citi2ens  of 
the  United  States  the  essential  aocommodation 
which  is  desired ;  neither  having  been  much  fre- 
ouented  by  them  heretofore,  nor  likely  to  be  in 
future.  I  am  compelled,  therefore,  to  decline  both 
propositions. 

I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 
give  an  earlier  answer  to  your  note ;  you  will^ 
however,  have  the  goodness  to  impute  the  delav 
to  a  reluctance  to  decline  any  proposition  which 
you  had  made,  by  the  order  of  your  Government, 
for  the  arrangement  of  an  interest  of  such  hif h 
importance  to  both  nations,  and  to  the  diflieulty 
of  obtaining  all  the  information  necessary  to 
guide  this  Cfovernment  in  the  decision. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Charlbb  Baqot. 


Mr,  Bagid  to  Mr,  Mtmroe. 

WAaBiKOTON,  December  31, 1816. 
Sir  ;  I  have  bad  the  honof  to  receive  your  let^ 
let  of  yesterday's  date,  acquainting  me  that  nei- 
ther of  the  propositions  which  I  had  submitted  to 
Toor  consideration,  upon  thesobject  of  providing 
tor  the  oitizeas  of  the  United  States  engaged  in 
the  fisheries  some  adequate  aeeommodation  for 
their  pursuit  upon  the  eoast  of  Mis  Majesty's  ter- 
bavtng  been  foiuul  to  aflbrd  the  esftntial 


oonvenieDcea  which  are  desired,  you  are  eon- 
polled  to  decline  them. 

The  object  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  in 
framing  these  propositions,  was  to  endeavor  to 
assign  to  the  American  fishermen,  in  the  prose* 
cution  of  their  employment,  as  larse  a  partieipa* 
tion  of  the  conveniences  afforded  oy  the  neigh- 
boring coasts  of  His  Majesty's  settlements  aa 


and  it  was  earnestly  hoped  that  either  one  or  the 
other  of  them  would  have  been  found  to  afford, 
in  a  sufficient  degree,  the  accommodation  which 
was  required. 

The  "wish  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent  to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  every  advantage  which,  for  the  purposes 
in  view,  can  be  derived  from  tne  use  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's coasts,  has  no  other  limit  than  that  which 
IS  necessarily  prescribed  by  a  rmird  to  the  im- 
portant considerations  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
His  Royal  Highness  is  willing  to  make  the  ut- 
most concession  which  these  considerations  will 
admit ;  and.  in  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  this  de- 
position, I  nave  received  His  Royal  Highness's 
ipstroctions  to  acquaint  you  that  if,  upon  exami- 
nation of  the  local  circumstances  of  the  coasts, 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose,  the 
American  Government  should  be  of  opinion  that 
neither  of  them,  taken  separately,  would  afford, 
in  a  satisfactory  decree,  the  conveniences  which 
are  deemed  requisite,  His  Royal  Highness  will 
be  willing  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  have  the  full  benefit  of  both  of  them,  and 
that,  under  the  conditions  already  stated,  they 
should  be  admitted  to  each  of  the  shores  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  point  out. 

In  consenting  to  assign  to  their  use  so  large  a 
portion  of  His  Majesty's  coasts,  His  Royal  High- 
nesa  is  persuaded  that  he  affords  an  unquestion- 
able testimony  of  his  earnest  endeavor  to  meet, 
far  as  possible,  the  wishes  of  the  American 


as 


Government,  and  practically  to  accomplish,  in 
the  amplest  manner,  the  objects  which  they  have 
in  view.  The  free  acccM  to  each  of  these  tracu 
cannot  fail  to  offer  evenr  variety  of  convenience 
which  the  American  fishermen  can  require  in 
the  diffetent  branches  of  their  occupation  $  and  it 
will  be  observed,  that  an  objection  which  might 
possibly  have  been  felt  to  the  acceptance  of  either 
of  the  propositions,  when  sraarately  taken,  is 
wholly  removed  by  the  offer  or  them  conjointly ; 
aa,  from  whatover  quarter  the  wind  may  bloir, 
the  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  fishery  will 
always  have  the  advantage  of  a  safe  port  under 
their  lee. 

His  Royal  Highness  conceives  that  it  is  not  in 
His  Royal  Highness's  power  to  make  a  largar 
concession  than  that  which  is  now  proposed^  with- 
out injury  to  the  essential  rights  or  His  Majesty^s 
dominions,  and  some  of  the  chief  interests  of  Hia 
Majesty's  own  subjects.  But  It  will  be  a  eonree 
of  sincere  satisfaction  to  His  Royal  Highneia  if, 
in  the  arrangement  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
sabpiit,  the  citistens  of  the  UniMd  Stnlaa  aMI 
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fiad,  as  His  Rojrai  Highness  eoafidentif  believes 
that  they  will  find,  ample  means  of  eontinaiog  to 
pursue  their  occupation  with  the  coaveoienee 
and  advantage  which  they  desire. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke. 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 


The  Seereiary  qf  StaU  to  Mr,  Bagci. 
Department  op  State,  Jan.  7, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  31st  of  December,  proposing  an  accom- 
modation of  the  difference  between  our  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  fisheries,  comprised  in  the 
first  branch  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  by  the  allotment  of  both  the  coasts  com- 
prised m  your  former  propositions. 

Havinff  stated,  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, that,  accordiog  to  the  best  information 
which  I  had  been  able  to  obtain,  neither  of  those 
coasts  had  been  much  frequented  by  our  fisher- 
men, or  was  likely  to  be  so  in  future,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  they  would  not,  when  taken  con- 
jointly, as  proposed  in  jrour  last  letter,  aflford  the 
accommodation  which  is  so  important  to  them, 
and  which  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  it  is  the 
desire  of  your  Government  that  they  should  pos- 
sess. From  the  disposition  manifested  by  your 
Government,  which  corresponds  with  that  of  the 
United  States,  a  strong  hope  is  entertained  that 
further  inquiry  into  the  subject  will  enable  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  ascertain 
that  an  arrangement,  on  a  scale  more  accommo- 
dating to  the  expectation  of  the  United  States, 
will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain. 

In  the  meantime,  this  Government  will  perse- 
vere in  its  measures  for  obtaining  such  further 
information  as  will  enable  it  to  meet  yours  in  the 
conciliatory  views  which  are  cherished  on  both 
sides.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Charles  Bagot. 


J&.  Adamt  to  tht  Stertiaty  of  Staitt  dated 

London,  March  20, 1817. 

Sir  :  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had  an  in- 
terview with  Lord  Castlereagh,  when  he  informed 
me  that  the  British  Government  had  come  to  a 
determination  respecting  the  commercial  part  of 
the  proposals  for  the  negotiation  of  a  further 
treaty,  which  I  had  made  last  September ;  that 
they  were  still  not  prepared  to  abandon  their  an- 
eieat  colonial  system,  but  they  were  willing  to  ex- 
tend to  the  United  States  the  benefits  of  the  free 
port  act  to  ifae  same  extent  that  they  were  now 
eojoyed  by  the  vessels  of  European  nations,  and 
to  give  a  partial  admission  of  our  vessels  to  the 
island  of  Bermuda  and  to  Turk's  Island.  And, 
with  regard  to  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  adjoining  British  provinces, 
they  would  renew  a  proposal  heretofore  made, 
founded  altogether  upon  the  principle  of  recipro- 
city ;  which  proposal  he  read  to  me  from  a  pape^ 


which  he  said  was  not  quite  finished,  but  which 
would  be  sent  to  me  in  the  course  of  the  next 
day.  Last  evening  I  received  a  note  from  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
Foreign  Department,  with  a  draught  of  four  arti- 
cles, a  copv  of  which,  hastily  made,  I  now  en-^ 
close,  as  Mr.  Everett  leaves  town  this  morning. 
The  part  read  to  me  bj  Lord  Castlereagh  was  the 
fourtn  article,  excepting  the  last  paragraph. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  make  anything  out 
of  these  articles  to  which  I  can,  under  my  pres- 
ent instructions,  agree.  I  therefore  enclose  copies 
of  them,  with  the  request  of  immediate  further 
instructions.  Lord  Castlereagh  i nformed  me  that 
they  had  received  information  that  the  act  of 
Congress  prohibiting  the  clearance  of  foreign 
vessels  for  ports  to  which  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  admitted  had  passed  \  and  he  re- 
peated the  assurance  that  this  Gk)vernment  con- 
sidered it  as  perfectly  proper,  and  as  giving  them 
no  cause  of  complaint  or  dissatisfaction.  It  seems 
to  me,  however,  that  the  very  sliffht  and  partial 
concessions  in  tne  enclosed  articles  are  intended 
to  counteract  its  efifects;  and  this  opinion  con- 
tributes to  /caution  me  against  subscribing  to 
them  without  your  further  orders.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  ofier  is  to  make  them  supplementary  to 
the  convention  of  July  3, 1815,  and  to  be  in  force 
for  the  same  time. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Art.  1.  His  Britannic  Majesty  consents  to  ex* 
tend  to  the  United  Sutes  the  provisions  of  the 
free  port  act,  as  established  by  the  45(h  Qeorge 
III,  c.  57,  (except  as  far  as  relates  to  negro  slaves, 
which,  under  the  abolition  acts,  can  no  longer  be 
lawfully  exported  from  any  British  possessions 
to  any  foreign  country;)  that  is  to  say,  that  any 
sloop,  schooner,  or  other  vessel  whatever,  not 
having  more  than  one  deck,  and  being  owned 
and  navigated  by  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
may  import  into  any  of  the  free  poru  in  His  Ma- 
jesty's possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the 
United  States,  an^  of  the  articles  enumerated  in 
the  above  act,  beine  of  the  growth  or  produc- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  any  coin,  DuUion, 
diamonds,  and  precious  stones;  and  the  said  ar- 
ticles being  of  the  growth  or  production  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  all  other  articles  imported 
into  the  said  free  ports,  by  virtue  of  this  conven* 
tion,  from  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject,  in 
all  respects,  to  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and 
restrictions,  and  shall  eojoy  the  same  advantagea 
as  to  re-exportation,  as  are  now  applied  to  simi* 
lar  articles  when  imported  by  authority  of  the 
said  act  from  any  other  foreign  country,  and  re- 
exported from  the  said  possessions  of  His  Ma- 
esty.  His  Briunnic  Majesty  further  consents, 
that  any  vessel  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  above 
described,  may  export  from  any  of  the  said  porta 
to  the  United  States,  rum,  of  the  produce  oi  any- 
British  colony  or  possession,  and  also  all  manner 
of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which  shall 
have  been  legally  imported  into  those  possessioaa 
of  His  Majesty  in  which  the  aaid  free  porta  are 
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mttMA^dj  except  nast^,  ytrds,  or  bowsprits, 
piteh,  iMTj  and  tarpeotiDe,  and  also  except  each 
iron  as  shall  hare  wen  hrouglit  from  the  oritish 
eolooies  or  plantations  in  America. 

And  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  48th 
year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  cap*  125,  rice,  grain, 
and  floor,  are  added  to  the  articles  previoasly 
allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  said  free  ports, 
it  is  agreed  that  those  articles  may  be  imported 
fkom  the  United  States  into  the  said  free  ports, 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  above  de- 
scribed; and  it  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  any  facilities  mnted  in  oonse* 
qoence  of  this  convention  to  American  vesselsi 
in  His  Majesty's  said  colonies  and  possessions, 
shall  be  reciprocally  granted,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  to  mitish  vessels  of  a  similar  de- 
scription engaged  in  the  interconrse  so  allowed 
to  be  carried  on ;  and  that  if,  at  any  fntore  pe- 
riod, daring  the  continnanee  of  this  convention, 
His  Britannic  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  grant 
any  further  facilities  to  vessels  of  the  United 
States  in  the  said  colo/Aes  and  possessions,  Brit- 
ish vessels  trading  between  the  said  colonies  and 
possessions  and  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  in 
the  ports  of  the  latter  equal  and  reciprocal  ad- 
vantages. 

It  is  farther  agreed,  that  articles  imported  into 
the  said  free  potts  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 
of  this  convention}  shall  pay  the  same  duties  as 
are  or  may  be  payable  upon  similar  articles  when 
imported  into  the  said  free  ports  from  any  for- 
eign  country.  And  the  same  role  shall  be  ob- 
served on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  regard 
to  all  duties  cnargeable  upon  all  such  articles  as 
may,  by  virtue  of  this  convention,  be  exported 
from  the  said  free  ports  to  the  United  States. 
But  His  Britannic  Majesty  reserves  to  himself 
the  right  to  impose  higher  duties  upon. all  arti- 
cles so  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  said  free 
ports  from  the  United  States,  or  from  any  other 
foreign  country,  than  are  or  may  be  chargeable 
upon  all  similar  articles  when  imported  from  any 
or  His  Majesty's  possessions. 

Art.  2.  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to  al- 
low the  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  import 
into  the  island  of  Bermuda  the  following  articles, 
to  wit :  tobacco,  ]Htcb^  tar,  turpentine,  hemp,  flax, 
masts,  yards,  bowsprits,  staves,  heading  boards, 
and  plank,  timber,  shingles,  and  lumber  of  any 
sort ;  bread,  biscuit,  flour,  peas,  beans,  potatoes, 
wheat,  rice,  oats,  barley,  and  grain  of  any  sort ; 
such  commodities  being  the  growth  or  production 
of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America  i  and  to  export  from  the  said  island 
to  the  United  States,  in  vessels  of  the  said  States, 
any  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever,  which 
are  now  by  law  allowed  to  be  exported  from  His 
Majesty's  colonies  and  possessions  in  the  West 
Indies  to  any  foreign  country  or  place  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  also  sugar,  molasses,  cofiee,  cocoanuts, 
ginger,  and  pimento}  and  also  all  goods,  the 

Srowth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
Lingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Iceland,  upon  the 
same  terms,  and  subject  to  the  same  duties  only 
M  would  aflect  similar  articles  wbca  imported 


from  the  United  States  into  Bermuda,  or  export- 
ed from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States,  in  British 
ships.  And  it  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  a  similar  equality  shall  prevail, 
in  the  ports  of  the  said  States,  with  regard  to  all 
British  vessels  trading  in  similar  articles  between 
the  United  States  and  the  island  of  Bermuda* 

Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  vessels  of  the  United 
States  ma^  resort  to  Turk's  Island  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  in  cargoes  of  salt  for  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  vessels  so  resorting  to  the 
said  islands  shall  be  allowed  to  import  tobacco 
and  cotton  wool,  the  produce  of  the  said  United 
States,  upon  the  same  terms,  and  subject  to  the 
same  duties,  as  British  ships  when  engaged  in  a 
similar  intercourse.  It  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  that  a  similar  equalitjr  shall 
prevail  in  the  ports  of  the  said  States,  with  re* 
gard  to  all  British  vessels  trading  in  the  same 
articles  between  the  United  States  and  the  said 
Turk's  Island. 

Art.  4.  It  is  agreed  that  the  navigation  of  all 
lak^s,  rivers,  and  water  communications,  the  mid- 
dle oif  which  is,  or  may  be,  the  boundary  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  on  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America  and  the  United  States, 
shall,  with  the  exception  hereinafter  mentioned, 
at  all  times  be  free  to  His.  Majesty's  vessels  ana 
those  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
inhabitants  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
in  North  America,  and  the  citizens  and  subjects 
of  the  United  States,  may  freely  carry  on  trade 
I  and  commerce,  bv  land  or  inland  navigation,  as 
aforesaid,  in  goods  and  merchandise  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  British  territories 
in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  or  of  the  United  States,  re- 
spectively, on  the  said  continent,  (the  countries 
within  the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
only  excepted;)  and  no  other  or  hiffher duties, or 
tolls,  or  rates  of  carriage  or  portage,  than  which  are. 
or  snail  be,  payable  by  natives,  respectivelV)  shall 
be  taken  or  demanded  on  either  side.  All  goods 
or  merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may 
freely,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  above  mea- 
tioned,  be  carried  into  the  said  United  States,  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
subjects  I  and  such  goods  or  merchandise  shall 
be  subject  to  no  other  or  higher  duties  than 
would  he  payable  by  citizens  ofthe  United  States 
on  the  importation  of  the  same  in  American  ves- 
sels into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States; 
and,  in  like  planner,  all  goods  and  merchandise 
the  ffrowth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whose  importation  into  liis  Majesty's 
said  territories  in  America  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited,  may  freely,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
commerce  above  mentioned,  be  carried  into  the 
same  by  land,  or  by  means  of  such  lakes,  rivers, 
and  water  communicatioiu,  as  above  mentioned, 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  Mch 
goods  and  merchandise  shall  be  subject  to  no 
other  or  higher  duties  than  would  be  payable  by 
His  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  importation  of  the 
same  from  Europe  into  the  said  territories. 

No  duty  shall  be  levied,  by  either  party,  on 
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peltries  or  Gan  wbieh  niay  be  bwHight,  in  the 
manier  aforesaid,  bf  land  or  ialaad  navigation, 
from  the  said  territories  of  another;  but  tolls  or 
ratee  of  ferriage  may  be  demanded  and  taken, 
in  manner  above  mentioned,  on  such  peltries 
or  furs. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  nothing  in  this  article 
eontained,  as  to  the  navigation  of  rivers,  Jbakes, 
or  water  commnnications,  shall  extend  to  give  a 
right  of  navigation  upon  or  within  the  same,  in 
those  ports  where  the  middle  is  not  the  boundary 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Aiame  to  Lord  Coitk' 

reagh,  dated 

13  Craven  8tbbbt,  April  31, 1817. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  otates 
of  America,  has  received  the  four  projected  arti- 
ides  for  a  supplement  to  the  commercial  conven* 
tion  of  3d  July,  1815,  sent  him  b^  direction  of 
Lord  Castlereagh,  and  has  transmitted  them  for 
the  consideration  of  his  Qovcrnment. 

By  a  letter  of  instruction  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  of  the  5th  Febru- 
ary last,  the  undersigned  is  informed  that  the  ne* 
gotiatioB  between  him  and  Mr.  Bagot,  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  fisheries  on  the  North  American  coast, 
had  not  been  brought  to  the  desired  result ;  that 
it  is  yet  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  it  may  be 
•atismctorily  settled  i  that,  with  this  view,  it  was 
the  President's  intention  to  renew  the  negotia* 
tion  «s  soon  as  he  could  obuin  the  information 
necessary  to  ascertain  what  arrangement  would 
be  best  oaloulated  to  reconcile  the  intevetu  of 
both  partiee,  which  he  hoped  to  do  in  the  eourse 
of  a  tew  months;  that,  in  the  meantime,  he  re^ 
lied  that  no  measures  would  be  taken  by  His 
Majesty's  Qorernment  to  alter  the  existing  slate 
of  things ;  and,  particularly,  that  the  order  to  the 
naval  officer  commanding  on  that  station,  not  to 
iaeermpt  or  disturb  the  American  fishermen  dur* 
ing  the  approaching  season,  would  be  renewed. 
'  The  underaigned  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to 
Lord  Oastlerei^  the  assumnce  of  his  high  con- 
aideration. 

JOHN  QViNCY  ADAMS. 


Sxtraet  of  a  later  from  Lord  Coitlereagh  to  Mr. 

Adorns^  dated 

FoBBioN  Ofviob,  Ma^  7, 1817. . 

The  undersigned,  His  Majesty|s  principal  Sec' 
retary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  reply  le 
Mr»  Adama's  note  of  the  21st  ultumo.  has  the  honor 
10  acquaint  him  that,  as  soon  as  the  proposition 
which  Mr.  Bagot  was  authorized,  in  July  last,  to 
make  to  the  Government  of  th«  United  States,  for 
arranging  the  manner  in  whieh  American  citiaens 
might  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  fisheries  within 
<he  British  limits,  had  been  by  them  declined,  via : 
in  the  month  of  February,  the  same  waetmmediate- 
ly  notified  bv  His  Majesty's  Minister  in  America 
to  the  British  Admiral  commanding  «t  Halifax.; 


the  effect  of  whieh  notifioation  was  to  revi^  the 
orders  which  Mr.  Bagot  had  taken  upon  himaelf 
to  suspend,  in  the  expectation  that  the  discussions 
in  which  he  was  then  employed  with  the  Amer- 
ican Qovcrnment  would  haVe  led  to  a  satisfac- 
tory issue. 

These  discussions  having  failed  of  success,  and 
the  orders  above  alluded  to  being  consequently 
now  in  full  force,  thcBritish  Government  cannot 
but  feel  some  relnctance  again  to  suspend  them, 
without  being  in  possession  of  more  precise 
grounds  for  expecting  an  adjustment.  Persuaded, 
however  from  the  official  communication  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Adams,  that  it  is  not  only  the 
sincere  desire  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  come  to  an  amicable  arran|[ement,  but  also 
that  he,  being  already  in  possession  of  the  views 
of  Great  Britain,  is  now  led  to  entertain  a  strong 
expectation  that  n  settlement  which  shall  recon- 
cile the  interests  of  both  partiee  may,  without 
any  material  delay,  be  efiectuatedj  the  Prince 
Regent,  under  these  impressions,  is  willing  to 
give  to  the  American  Gbvemment  this  addition- 
al proof  of  his  earnest  wish  that  the  negotia- 
xion  should  proceed,  under  circvmstancea  the 
inost  fiivorable  to  a  speedy  and  amicable  conclu- 
sion, by  acceding  to  the  application  of  the  GkMr- 
ernmeat  of  the  United  States,  as  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Adams.  Instructions  will  accordingly  be 
expedited  to  the  naval  commanden  on  the  Ame- 
rican station  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  «ud 
orders  during  the  approaching  season.  Ample 
opportunity  will  thus  be  afforded  for  coming  to 
aa  amicable  arrangement,  more  parttculnrly  as 
it  appears  that  the  American  Secretary,  in  Feb- 
ruary last,  had  it  in  contemplation  to  offer,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  British  Gorernment, 
some  specific  proposition  on  the  eobjeot,  which 
Mr.  Bagot  did  not  then  feel  himself  authorised 
to  take,  ad  T^^rendnm,  but  which  he  has  since 
been  instructed  to  receive,  and  transmit  for  the 
opinion  of  his  Court. 


ifi*.  Eueh,  acting  a$  Secretary  of  State^  to  jBI&',  Bagot. 
.  Dbpabtmbiit  of  Statb,  Ma^f  30, 1817. 

Sol:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  h»relaid 
before  the  President,  fournote  of  the  87th  of  this 
month. 

In  answer  to  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
this  Government  is  not  yet  prepared  lo  make 
known,  in  any  definite  and  final  shape,  the  na- 
ture and  »tent  of  the  accommodation  desired  by 
its  tsitixens  engaged  in  the  fisheries  along  the 
coast  of  His  Britannic  Majesty^s  domhiions,  ac- 
cording to  the  invitation  held  out,  by  order  of 
the  Prmce  Regent,  in  your  note.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  lo  inform 
yon  that  he  recognises,  In  the  terms  of  this  iuTi- 
tation^  not  less  than  in  the  general  soo|»e  of  your 
note,  a  spirit  of  friendly  accommodation,  which 
this  Government,  not  foregoing  rights  which  it 
feels  itself  bound  to  look  to,  will,  nevertheless^  be 
desirous,  in  the  fullest  extent,  to  reciprocate. 

On  the  return  of  the  President  firom  a  tour 
thvough  pan  of  the  United  States,  which  hei  is 
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nvw  ipoQ  the  •?«  of  oommttcuff,  it  i«  ezpveted 
that  this  Department  will  be  eMoTed  to  oiSer  sueh 
]iro|(oaitiQB«  ae,  taking  for  their  baeis  the  priaei* 
plee  statad  in  yonr  notc^  it  is  eonfidentlf  hojied 
may  end  ia  an  a^iostoMOt  of  this  importaat  ia- 
teres!,  opmi  terms  reconcilable  with  the  views  of 
bath  aations)  and  serve  to  strtagthen  the  harmoay 
and  good  understaadiag  which  it  is  so  desirable 
to  cultivate  and  preserve  between  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4be. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

The  Right  Hon.  CaABLaa  Baoot. 


1&.  Bush,  AOmg  Secretary  of  State,  to  JI&.  Bag<4. 
DaPARTMBMT  OF  Statb,  AugwMt  4, 1818. 

Bui  :  It  beeomes  my  daty  to  address  you  npoa 
a  aabject  of  de^  iaterest  to  all  those  oitisens  of 
tlueeeaniry  who  are  concemed  in  the  fisheries. 

By  representations  made  to  this  Department, 
it  appears  that,  at  the  commeaoement  oi  the  prea* 
eat  fishing  season,  twenty  sail  of  fishiog  vesssls, 
of  from  twenty-five  to  fortjr-five  tons  burden,  be- 
longing to  poru  of  the  United  States,  were  fitted 
out  ana  saued  for  the  purpose  of  fisniag  on  the 
western  bank.  That,  while  on  their  way,  a  nam- 
bar  of  them  were  compelled,  by  storm,  to  put  into 
a  harbor  at  Ragged  Island,  aear  Shemame  ligh^ 
house.  That,  while  here^  they  were  boarded  by 
an  oflMer  of  .the  euatoms,  who  demanded  and  re- 
ceivad  light^mooey  from  them,  aotwithstandiag 
the  eireumstaaces  of  eompulsion  aad  distress 
uader  which  they  had  entered  the  port.  That 
they-  afteiwaids  proceeded  to  the  bank,  where,  after 
ramaiaingmany  weeks,  they  completed  their  fares 
of  fish,  and  commenced  their  return  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  That,  meetiag  with  another  severe 
storm  upon  their  return,  they  were  agaia  forced 
to  seek  shelter  in  a  British  port,  a  few  leaguee  to 
the  westward  of  Halifax.  That  ia  this  port  they 
were  cajKored  by  an  armed  bawe^  despatched 
from  the  British  sloop  of  war  Dee,  Captain  Cham- 
bers, and  the  next  morning  ordered  for  Halifax, 
where  they  all  arrived  on  the  9th  of  June.  That 
the  unfortunate  crews  hare  been  exposed  to  pe- 
auliar  iaeonveaieoces  and  hardships;  and  thai 
those  who  desired  loretnni  to  thair  homea  were 
refused  passports  towards  facilitating  that  end, 
from  the  proper  officers,  to  whom  they  made  ap- 
pUeaiioo. 

For  further  pariioulirs  connected  with  the 
above  ihets,  1  have  the  hoaor  to  enclose  you  an 
extiaet  of  a  letter  to  this  Department  from  tha 
oaUeetor  of  Boston,  dated  Juae  the  30th.  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  is  not  a  ease  inrolviog  uasettM 
questions  between  the  two  eountries  in  relation 
to  the  fisheries,  hot  which  it  ie  so  confidently 
hoped  are  in  a  tmin  of  latisfactorv  and  amicable 
arrangemeat;  It  is,  on  the  other  band,  distineily 
said  that  the  boats,  far  from  taking  a  fish  in  anv 
waters  claimed  as  British  waters,  took  them  all 
at  the  distaaee  of  many  leagues  from  the  coast ; 
while  the  other  alleged  facts  would  seem  to  for- 
bid the  imputation  of  their  haviag  catered  a 
British  harbor  from  any  other  thaa  a  lawAil  and 
neecasary  raoiivew 


Should  the  facts  aa  repreeanted  prove  to  ba 
well  founded,  the  Piesident  feels  persuaded  that 
your  Qovernment  will  not  fail  to  take  such  mea- 
sures, as  well  tows[rds  redressing  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  ia  the  present  instance,  as  towards 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  one  of  the  like  na- 
ture, as  are  due  to  justice  and  the  harmony  and 
gooa  onderstandio^  which  so  happily  subsist  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept,  &c.     * 


J&.  Bagfft  io  Mr,  Rmk. 

Wasbinqton,  Auguit  8, 1817. 

SiB :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  acquaiating  me  with  the 
represeatatiotts  which  had  been  made  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  In  relation  to  the  seizure,  by 
Mis  Majesty's  ship  Dee.  of  certain  American  fish- 
ing vessels  found  in  tne  harbors  of  Port  Negro 
and  Ragged  Island,  upon  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  transmitting  to  me  the  extract  of  a  letter 
upon  the  subject  from  the  collector  of  the  ctistoms 
at  Boston. 

Should  the  circumstances  of  this  seizure,  as 
they  have  been  represented  to  the  American 
Qovernment,  prove  to  be  correct,  I  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  giving  you  every  assurance  that 
His  Majesty's  Qovernment  will  wilUn^y  take 
measures  for  the  prompt  redress  of  the  injories 
to  which  it  may  have  led,  and  for  the  prevention 
of  their  recurrence ;  but  the  representations  which 
I  have  received  upon  the  subject  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  His  Majesty's  sonadron  on 
the  Halifax  station  differ  so  essentially  in  point 
of  i^ct  from  those  which  have  been  made  to  the 
American  Gbvernment)  that  I  have  every  reason 
to  hope  thati  upon  a  proper  investigation  of  the 
transaction,  it  will  not  be  found  to  involve  any 
just  cause  of  complaint. 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  enclosed, 
the -copy  of  a  letter  from  the'eaptam  of  His  Ma^* 
jeaty's  ship  Dee  to  the  commandai  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's squadron  on  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  ra- 
portiog  the  ff rounds  upon  which  he  had  deemed 
it  to  be  hisdotvto  detain  these  ressels^  together 
with  a  eopf  of  the  orders  under  which  he  has 
acted. 

By  these  papers  you  wiM  pemeive  that  the  vea* 
^ek  in  questioa  weee  in  tha  habit  of  eaeupying, 
and-  were^  at  tha  tiaM  of  their  seiauie^  aetuallf 
oeanpying,  for  the  purposes  of  their  fishery,  tha 
settled  harbors  of  His  Majesty's  doauntans^  ia 
rialatio*  of  the  orderaat  all  times  enforced  againat 
all  foreign  vieasels  detected  in  making  sto^ilM  a»* 
eroaehawatej  and  of  which  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  tha  masters  of  these  vessels  coald  have  been 
igaoraat. 

Tha  proeeadinga  which  have  been  instituted 
upon  the  captured  vessels  will  aeaessarilf  lead  ta 
a  eonqplete  investigation  of  ali  the  circomstancea 
nodes  which  they  were  detained ;  and  there  dan 
be  no  doabt  that  the  merita  of  the  whole  case, 
which  appear  lo  rect  alipgather  upon  quesitoaa 
of  fact»  wHI  be  then  fully  aeaertaiaed. 

I  have  the  tha  hoaar  to  he,  4a. 
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By  Sir  David  Milne,  K.  C.  B.  sod  K.  W.  N., 
Rear  Admiral  of  the  Bloe,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  of  His  Mojestj's  ships  and  vessels  em- 
ployed, aod  to  be  employed,  in  North  America, 
and  on  the  lakes  of  Canada,  ^.,  &c. 

Ton  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro- 
ceed, in  His  Majesty's  ship  under  your  command, 
to  Halifax ;  and,  having  received  on  board  a  pilot 
at  that  port,  you  will  repair  and  cruise  between 
Sambro  light-house  and  Cape  Sable,  using  every 
means  in  your  power  for  the  protection  of  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  fisheries  on  tnat  coast,  against 
the  encroachment  of  foreigners. 

On  your  meeting  with  any  foreign  vessel  fish- 
ing or  at  anchor  in  anv  of  the  harbors  or  creeks 
in  his  Majesty's  North  American  provinces,  or 
within  our  maritime  jurisdiction,  you  will  seize 
and  send  such  vessel  so  trespassing  to  Halifax  for 
adjudication,  unless  it  should  clearly  appear  that 
they  have  been  obliged  to  put  in  there  in  conse- 
quence of  distress ;  acquainting  me  with  the  cause 
of  such  seizure,  and  every  other  particular,  to 
enable  me  to  give  all  information  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

You  are  to  come  within  sight  of  signals  from 
Sambro  light-house  every  fourteen  days^  if  the 
wind  and  weather  will  permit,  aod  wait  eight 
hours  at  that  distance,  xon  will  continue  on 
this  service  for  six  weeks  from  your  sailing  from 
Halifax,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  you  will 
return  to  that  port  for  further  orders. 

Given  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Leander, 
Bermuda,  the  12ih  day  of  May,  1817. 

DAVID  MILNE,  Bear  Admiral. 

To  Captain  Samuel  Chambbrs, 

<fHi»  Majesty^ t  ship  Dee. 

By  command  of  the  Rear  Admiral: 

J.  P.  LAMET. 


Ctntain  Samuel  Chambent  of  SU  BnUumie  Mor 
jettife  Mp  Dee,  to  Bear  Admiral  Sir  Dtnid  MUne» 
dated 

Hi8  Majesty's  bbip  Deb, 
GPP  Sbblburiib,  June  8, 1817. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  Che 
Idlh  ultimo,  I  sailed  from  Halifax  on  the  90th 
altimoy  but  did  not  meet  or  receive  maj  iatelli- 
penee  of  foreign  fishing  vessels  being  within  our 
jurisdiction  natil  the  Si  instant  \  when,  beinff  off 
the  Isle  Maien,  I  was  informed  that  the  wnoie 
of  the  banks  to  the  westward  (off  Cape  Sable 
and  Shelbume)  were  fished  by  American  schoon- 
ers ;  and  that  they  continually  resorted  to  the 
oieeks  on  this  coast  in  order  to  catch  their  bait, 
clean  their  fish,  wood,  water,  dbc. ;  this^  of  course, 
is  highhr  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  indus- 
trious fishermen  on  this  coast.  I  was  also  in- 
formed that  the  intrici^te  harbors  of  Cape  Negro 
and  Ragged  Island  were  their  retort  most  even- 
ings, several  going  in ;  but  more  particularly  on 
Saturdays,  when  they  remain  till  Monday,  to 
procure  baitfor  the  ensuing  week.  At  the  former 
place  they  had  .not  been  well  received ;  .at  the 


latter,  I  suspect,  much  encourraement  had  been 
given  them  by  an  individual,  fintended  baviug 
our  boats  into  Ragged  Island  harbor  before  day- 
light on  the  4th,  but  light  winds  preveuted  our 
getting  that  length.  I,  therefore,  m  the  course 
of  the  day,  put  into  Shelbume;  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, despatched  the  boats,  under  the  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Hooper,  into  Ragged  Island,  with 
the  order  I  enclose ;  the  weather  preventing  any 
boats  returning  until  the  7th,  when  I  received 
information  that  nine  American  fishing  vesaeb 
had  been  found  at  Ragged  Island  harlwr,  Ivinff 
with  their  nets  set.  Lieutenant  Hooper  remained 
at  this  place,  and  despatched  Lieutenant  Leche* 
nere,  with  a  gig  and  cutter,  to  Cape  Negro,  with 
the  enclosed  order.  He  found  two  American 
fishin^^  vessels  in  the  harbor,  and  seven  others 
came  in  in  the  course  of  Saturday.  The  whole 
joined  me  this  day  with  two  othen  that  came 
into  Ragged  Island.  I  have,  therefore,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  directions,  sent  theaa  into  Halifax 
for  adjudication  ;  as  any  distress  they  may  plead 
might,  with  more  ease,  be  relieved  at  the  regular 
harbor  of  Shelbume.  which  has  been  avoidd  foe 
two  intricate  harbors  in  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. 

I  beg  further  to  state  that,  without  the  use  of 
our  harbors,  it  appears  impossible  for  any  foreign- 
ers to  carry  on  successful  fishing  on  this  coast, 
which  fishing  has  much  injured  our  fishermen ; 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  condder- 
abie  smuggling  of  tobacco,  shoes,  dbc.,  is  carried 
on  br  their  boats.  1  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  list  of 
the  detained  vessels,  and  also  to  inform  you  that, 
from  some  of  the  Americans' attempting  to  tamper 
with  some  of  our  boats'  crews,  and  the  riotous 
conduct  of  others,  I  have  been  obliged  to  take 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  any  of  the 
vessels  being  run  away  with. 

I  have  the  honor  Co  be,  d^. 

SAM'L  CHAMBERS,  CapUivn. 

Sir  David  Milne,  K.  C.  B., 
Commander'in'Chief^  fc. 


Eodraet  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Adanu,  Secretary  of 
State,  fa  Mr.  Raeh,  Emaoy,  ^.  at  London,  dated 

Dbpabtmeiit  op  State,  Nov.  6, 1817. 

A  full  power  to  conclude  a  commercial  treaty 
is  furnished  you,  together  with  your  eemmiasion 
and  credential  letters  {  and  in  your  earliest  com- 
munications with  the  British  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  you  will  give -him  notice  that 
you  have  such  a  power.  Should  he,  then  or  ut 
aay  subsequent  time,  while  the  United  Stales 
are  at  peace,  manifest,  on  the  part  of  his  Govern- 
ment, a  disposition  to  enter  upon  the  negotiation, 
and  be  provided  with  similar  powers,  you  will 
recur  to  the  instrnctions  given  to  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  for  the  negotiation  of  the  peace. 
In  them  aU  the  views  of  this  Government,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proper  regulation  of  maritime  Beu« 
trality,  are  developed  at  large ;  and  the  President, 
still  convinced  that  the  principles  there  recom- 
mended are  the  best  adapted  to  promote  the  gteat 
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aed  penDftD€Dt  welAwe  of  all  monkiud,  an4  the 
presermtiott  of  V^^et  upon  earth,  is  yet  willing 
that  the  United  States  shonld  be  bound  by  them, 
when  their  oecasional  and  temporary  operation 
may  be  to  their  disadTantage,  prorided  toey  can 
secure  the  benefit  of  them  when  they  shall  here* 
after  be  under  cirenmstances  to  operate  in  their 
faror. 

With  regard  to  the  strictly  commercial,  part  of 
the  treaty,  the  principles  for  regulating  the  trade 
between  the  two  countries  daring  peace,  you  will 
recur  to  the  same  rastructions  to  the  Plenipoten* 
tiaries  for  the  peace,  to  the  commercial  conren* 
tion  of  3d  July,  1815,  and  to  the  instructions  given 
to  your  predecessor  in  reference  to  the  negotia- 
tion of  a  commercial  treaty,  particularly  with  Ye- 
gard  to  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  and 
upon  this  continent. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Rtuh, 

dated 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Stats,  Maif  21, 1818. 

The  other  law  to  which  I  have  called  your  at- 
tention is  an  act  concerning  narigation,  passed 
on  the  18th,  and  published  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer of  the  2l8t  April.  It  meets  the  British 
prohibitive  colonial  system  by  direct  and  coun- 
tervailing prohibition,  to  commence  from  and 
after  the  30th  of  September  next.  The  vote  upon 
its  passage  in  the  Senate,  where  it  originated, 
was  all  but  unanimous,  and  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives the  opposition  to  it  amounted  only 
to  fifteen  or  sixteen  votes. 

Although  no  formal  communication  of  this 
law.  to  the  British  Qovernment  will  be  necessary, 
it  may  naturally  be  expected  that  it  will  be  no- 
ticed in  your  occasional  conversations  with  Lord 
Castlereagh.  He  will  doubtless  rememberyand 
may  be  reminded  of,  the  repeated  efforts  made  by 
this 'Government  to  render  it  unneoessary  by  an 
amicable  arrangement,  which  should  place  on  an 
equitable  footin|^  of  reciprocity  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  colo- 
nies ;  he  will  remember  the  repeated  warnings 
given,  that  to  this  result  it  must  come,  unless 
some  relaxation  of  the  British  prohibitions  should 
take  place ;  and  his  own  equafly  repeated  admis- 
sions, that  the  exercise  of  the  prohibitive  right 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  would  be  Jto- 
gether  just,  and  would  give  no  dissatisfaction 
whatever  to  Qreat  Britain. .  You  are,  neverthe- 
less, authorized  to  assure  him  that  the  President 
assented  to  this  measure  with  great  reluctance, 
because,  however  just  in  iuelf  it  may  be,  its  ten- 
dencies eannot  but  be  of  an  irritating  character 
to  the  interests  which  it  will  immediately  affect, 
and  because  his  earnest  desire  is  to  remove  causes 
of  irritation,  and  to  multiply  those  of  a  concilia- 
tory nature  between,  the  two  countries*  Such 
has  manifestly  been,  on  both  sides,  the  effect  of 
the  equalizing  and  reciprocal  provisions  of  the 
convention  of  July,  1815;  and  such,  he  has  no 
doubt,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  extension  of  its 
principles  to  the  commcfcial  intercourse  between 


the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies  in.-the 
West  Indies  and  on  this  continent ;  and  you  are 
authorized  again  to  repeat  the  oflfer  of  treating 
for  a  fair  and  equitable  arrangement  of  this  inter- 
est. A  further  inducement  for  making  this  ofier 
may  be  stated  in  the  expediency  of  looking  for- 
ward, without  further  delay,  to  the  expirstion  of 
the  convention  of  1815,  which  has  now  little 
more  than  one  year  to  remain  in  force.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  commercial  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, both  here  and  in  Great  Britain,  shonld  have 
timely  notice  of  the  state  in  which  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries  are  to  stand  after  the 
termination  of  that  convention.  And,  as  there 
are  other  objects  of  moment  to  be  adjusted,  the 
President  desires  you  to  propose  an  immediate 
general  negotiation  of  a  commercial  treaty,  to 
embrace  the  cootinuance,  for  a  further  term  of 
— ^  years,  of  the  convention ;  and  also  the  other 
subjects  in  discussion  between  the  two  Qovern- 
ments— namely,  the  Question  concerning  the 
slaves,  that  relating  to  the  fisheries,  the  boundary 
line  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  Colum- 
bia river  settlement.  The  President  prefers  uk- 
ing  this  course  to  that  of  submitting  to  commis- 
sioners, at  least  immediately,  questions  upon 
which  he  thinks  it  probable  the  two  Governments 
mav  thus,  by  a  shorter  process,  come  to  a  mutual 
understanding  between  themselves. 

If,  upon  making  this  proposal,  the  British  Gov- 
ernment agree  to  this  negotiation,  the  President 
proposes  that  Mr.  GslUtio  and  you  should  be 
autQorized,  jointly,  as  plenipotentiaries,  tP  con- 
clude the  treaty,  which  it  is  very  desirable  may 
be  concluded  in  season  to  arrive  here  by  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
which  is  to  be  on  the  third  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber. Instructions  will  be  transmitted  immediate- 
ly to  Mr.  Gallatin  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
to  repair  to  London,  upon  receiving  notice  from 
you.  should  plenipotentiaries  be  appointed  to 
treat  with  you;  and,  bwides  the  instructions 
which  formed  the  basis  of  the  existing  conve»- 
tion,  and  others  already  in  your  possession,  fur- 
ther documents  will  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon 
as  possible,  which  may  assist  you  in  the  manage- 
meat  of  the  negotiation. 

We  entertain  hopes  that  this  measure  may  re- 
sult in  a  new  treaty,  which  will  remove  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  causes  of  dissension  between  us 
and  Great  Britain.  The  satisfaction  with  which 
we  have  observed  the  avowal  of  the  most  liberal 
commercial  principles  by  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
Parliament  has  already  been  noticed  in  my  last 
letter.  The  opening,  if  not  of  all,  at  least  of  a 
great  portion,  of  the  ports  of  South  America  to 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  which,  under  every 
poMible  course  of  events,  must  be  now  considered 
as  irrevocable ;  and  the  bill  which  we  perceive 
was  before  Parliament  for  establishing  free  ports 
in  the  British  American  colonies,  all  tend  to  con- 
vince us  that  Great  Britain  must  see  that  a  relax* 
ation  from  her  colonial  restrictions  has  become 
the  unequivocal  dictate  of  her  own  interest. 

3.  €1.  ADAMS. 

Hon.  RioBABD  Rush., 
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of  a  kUet  from  Mr.  Adanmf  SeetBimj  9/ 
ataie,  to  M-.  GaUaUn,  daUd 

Departmeiit  of  Statu, 

FRu^n^on,  May  22, 1&18. 

Tha  present  state  of  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Qreal  Britain  has  suggested 
to  the  President  the  expediency  of  proposing  to 
the  British  QoTemment  the  negotiation  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  oommecce,  to  embrace  the 
continuance  for  eight  years  longer  of  the  com* 
mercial  convention  of  Julv  3, 1815,  and  to  attempt 
the  adJQstment  of  other  objects  interesting  to  the 
two  countrieSi  and  upon  which  the  Gk>Ternments 
have  not  yet  oeen  able  to  come  to  an  agreement* 
It  is  desirable  that  this  negotiation  should  take 
place  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Summer,  and 
that  its  result  should  be  transmitted  here  for  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress^ 
fixed  for  the  third  Monday  of  November.  Fori 
as  the  convention,  unless  continued,  will  expire 
in  July,  ISld,  and  as  it  is  due  to  the  interests 
of  the  merchants  on  both  sides  affected  by  it  that 
early  notice  should  be- given  whether  its  provis- 
ions ace  to  be  continued  or  to  cease^  it  appears 
that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  bringing  the  ques« 
tion  of  its  renewal  or  cessation  to  an  immediate 
isBoe.  As  the  motives  for  taking  up  the  sub- 
ject thus  earl)r  are  operative  alike  upon  both  par- 
tiee,  and  as,  in  the  event  of  the  expiration  of 
the  convention  of  July,  1S15,  legislative  meae- 
ures  preparatory  to  that  contingency  will  doubt- 
less be  necessary  as  well  in  Parliament  as  in 
Congress,  it  is  expected  that  this  proposal  will 
be  acceded  to  hj  the  British  Government,  and 
that  Plenipotentiaries  on  their  part  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  treat  with  you  and  Mr.  Rush,  to  whom 
jointly  the  President  proposes  to  commit  the  trust 
of  this  negotiation 

A  copy  of  the  instrnetions  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Rush  relating  to  this  subject  is  herewith  eaclosed  $ 
and  the  President  desires  that  yon  would  hold 
yevrsell,  accordingly,  ready  to  repair  to  London 
immediately  npon  receiving  the  notice  from  Mr. 
Rusk  that  the  British  Qovecnment  agree  to  the 
proposal,  and  have  appointed,  or  are  readv  to 
appoint.  Plenipotentiaries  to  confer  and  coneiude 
with  you*  xour  long  experience  and  great 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  to  be  treated  on  are 
the  motives  of  the  President  for  assoeiating  you 
in  thJa  oommiasron.  A  foil  power  for  the  nego- 
tiation is  herewith  enclosed,  and  further  instruo* 
tions  and  ^>eamenu  relating  to  it  wall  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Rush  as  soon  as  they  can  be  pre- 
pared«  Your  necessary  and  reasonable  cKpensee 
upon  this  sjpeeiai  mission  will  he  allowed  m  like 
mminer  with  those  of  a  similar  mission  upon 
whaeh  yon  were  employed  last  Summer  In  the 
Netherlands. 

The  President  ia  willing  that  the  convention 
of  July  3j  1815,  should  be  continued  for  eight  or 
even  ten  yenrs  as  it  stands.  lu  operation  has 
indeed  been  in  some  respeeu  disadvantageooa  to 
the  United  States,  and  favorable  to  Qreai  Brit- 
ain, owing  to  the  revival  of  the  interdiction  of 
access  to  our  vesseb  to  the  British  West  India 


and  North  Aaicrican  coknnai,  while  eer  inters 
coerse  with  them  has  beee  exselosively  confined 
to  British  vessels.  Yet  that  the  injury  to  our 
navigation  and  shipping  interest  has  not  beea 
very  esBential,  we  have  many  indications. 

The  moral  efibet  of  the  equalization  of  duties 
on  both  sides  in  softeniiijg  national' asperities  has 
been  unequivocal,  and  is  an  object  of  much  im* 
portanee,  deserving  to  be  cherished  and  improved 
By  both  Qovernments.  The  enconregement  whick 
the  convention  has  given  to  our  trade  with  the 
British  possessions  in  the  Bast  Indies  is  more 
questionable,  as  that  trade  operates  upon  us  as  a 
continual  and  embarrassing  drain  of  specie.  But 
as  it  has  been  a  trade  of  profitable  returns,  and 
as  it  would  siili  to  a  great  extent  be  carried  on 
with  the  native  States  of  India,  if  we  should  be 
excluded,  or  our  intercourse  should  be  burdened 
and  restricted  with  the  British  territories,  the 
President  will  be  satisfied  to  leave  it  as  it  iO^nd 
subject  to  the  increasing  competitioo  of  the  Brit- 
ish private  traders  with  loaia,  which  will  be 
likely  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  British  com- 


pany more  than-  our& 
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other  interests  which  the 
may  be  adjusted  by  this  negotiation  ai 

1.  The  intercourse  with  the  British  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies  and  North  America.  Yon  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  failere  of  the  attempt 
to  extend  the  convstttioa  of  1615  lo  this  inter* 
course  at  the  negotiation  of  the  convention,  and 
at  a  subsequent  period,  when  four  iidditional  ap» 
ticles  were  proposed  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britais, 
a  copy  of  which  you  have.  There  was  reason 
to  believe  that  Lord  Castlereach  was  personaJljF 
well  disposed  to  a  more  liberal  expaosion  of  the 
colonial  intercourse,  although  the  Cabinet  wue 
not  entirely  prepared  for  it.  The  manner  in 
which  he  has  recently  avowed  a  liberal  comm«r^ 
cial  principle  in  Parliament,  and  ^  approbatioa 
with  which  that  avowal  was  received ;  the  ob^ 
vious,  though  not  declared,  bearing  which  those 
sentiments  had  both  upon  the  oonch  Ameit« 
can  contest  and  upon  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies  ;  the 
free  port  acts  which  we  understand  have  been  in* 
trodnced.  into  Parliament,  aad  are  even  said  to 
have  passed,  strongly  and  concurrently  indicate 
that  a  change  has  taken  piaee  in  the  poUoy  of  the 
Cahinei  on  this  subject ;  and  we  hope  that  now 
is  piecisely  the  favorable  time  for  taking  advan- 
tage of  iL  Our  own  navigatieo  act  may,  perhap^ 
contribute  to  the  same  afiactj  and  even  should 
it  operate  otherwise,  and  oensrm  them  in  their 
obstinate  exclusion  of  our  vessels  from  those 
ports,  as  it  will  nwke  their  exclusion  from  ouie 
to  the  same  extent  reciprocal,  it  leaves  us  the 
more  free  to  agree  to  the  renewal  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Jttly,  1815,  if  nothing  more  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

d«  Indemnity  to  the  owners  of  theslaves  oarried 
away  from  the  United  States  by  British  offiser& 
after  the  ratification  of  the  peace  of  Qheot,  ana 
contrary  to  a  stipulation  in  the  firat  article  of 
that  treaty. 

Copies  of  the  conrespendenee  between  the  two 
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CbTeranMvta,  oa  this  svbj^t,  m-«  m  ibe  poSMCf 
sion  of  Mff.  Roshb  They  disa^eed  in  their  con* 
tCtveltoii  of  the  stipvlatioii  alioded  to ;  aftd^  each 
pftity  kdherinii^  to  its  own  view  of  ic^  a  proposal 
wmB  nside,  nearly  two  jeare  since,  on  out  pw^t,  to 
rsfar  it  to  tbe  «Tbitratioii  of  some  fHendiy  sove* 
reif^o.  This  proposal,  which  Mr.  Rash,  iipoo  his 
mirtTal  in  England,  renewed,  has  now  been  ac- 
espted  by  tbe  British  Goremmeot ;  hat  with  a 
farther  proposal  to  refer  it,  andtwoolber  subjects, 
forarranfemeBt  in  the  first  instance,  to  comoiis* 
sions  like  those  nnder  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  articles. of- the  Treaty  of  Gfaeat. 

3.  4.  These  other  subjects  are,  the  boundary 
line  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Liaice  of 
tbe  Wooda  westward,  which  youireoaeoiber  was 
tM  but  agreed  upon,  and  went  off  upon,  a  ooUate- 
ral  incident  at  Qhent ;  and  our  Hila  to  the  settle* 
meat  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

The  expediency  of  referring  any  of  these  ques- 
tienetD  two  commissioners,  one  belooging  to  each 
of  the' two  countfies,  is  Tery  donbtfui.  With  re« 
gard  to  theslaTCs,  and  to  Uolombia  river,  it  can 
scarcely  be  expected  that  tbe  oommissiener  of 
etlher  party  would  ultimately  entertain  an  opinion 
dificrent  from  that  already  pronounced  by  bis 
own  Government ;  aad,  if  coacossion  upon  one 
point  ia  lo  be  made  the  condition  of  eorrespood* 
Jig  concession  upon  the  other,  it  may  with  more 
pfopiielf  be  effected  by  compromise  between  tbe 
two  Gkyvemmcnts,.  than  by  Judiciary  nowew  gyt* 
en  by  themr  to  individuals,  uoder  allegiance  to 
the^  two  countries  themselves.  As  to  the  liae 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  msome  dtssatisfac* 
tmn  has  already  been  excited  here  by  the«cpense 
occasioned  by  the  two  commissions  already  em* 
ployed  in  settling  the  boundary,  another  commis- 
sion, to  draw  a  line  through  the  depth  of  tbe 
deserts^  and  to  an  indefinite  extent,  wonld  be  still 
mote  ImUe  toceneore;  besides  the  apprehension 
which  it  might  raise,  that  the  issue  or  the  cetm*^ 
niasion  would  be  to  bring  tbe  Britiah  territory 
again  in  contact  witk  the  Mississippi* 

5w  The  fisheries. 

The  correspondence  between  the  two  Qovem- 
UMuis  on  this  subject  leaves  it  still  in  the  unset* 
tied  state  in  which  It  was  left  at  the  peace.  Two 
pve|K)sals  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
britisb  Gotveroment,  neither  of  which  proving 
aoeeptable,  a  coutuer^proposal  frbm  us  has  been 
psomisedf  and  will  be  contained  in  the  further 
4etaUed.instructiens  which:  will  be  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Rush,  to  asaiai:  in  the  conduct 
of  the  negotiation. 


JAU]tB  MoffaoB^  President  of  the,  United  StaUe : 
7b  all  wham  theee  preeenU.  ehaU  concern^ 
Greeting: 

Kn9W  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Briiannio 
Majesty  the  harmony  and  good  correspondence 
happily  subsisting  between  them,  and  of  remov- 
ing all  grounds  of  dissatisfaction,  aad  reposing 
sp^ial  trust  aad  confidence  in  the  integrity, 
pmdance,  and  abilities,  of  Albert  GaUttinj  our 
15th  Con.  2(1  Sbss.— 48 


Blnvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten^ 
tiary  at  the  Court  of  France ;  and  of  Ricbaidr 
Rushf  our  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  tbe  United, King* 
domof  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  $  I  have  invest?, 
ed  them  with  full  and  all  manner  of  power  and 
authority,  for  and  io  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  to  meet  and  coofer  with  any  person  or 
persons  authorized  by  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
His  Majesty  tbe  Kiog  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  being  furnished  with 
like  power  and  authority;  and  with  him  or  themi 
to  a^ ree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate,  of  and  con* 
cemiog  the  renewal  of  the  oonvention  concluded- 
at  London  on  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  and  concern* 
ing  the  general  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions  or 
dependencies,  and  such  other  matters  and  sub^t#< 
interestiuji  to  the  two  nations  as  may  be  ^iveii: 
to  them  in  charge;  and  to  conclude  and  si jfn  Ui 
treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  coaventionsy 
touching  the  premises^  tranamitting  the  same  to^ 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  final 
ratifiealion,  by  and  with  the  advice  aad  consent- 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States* 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  tbe  seal' 
of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  aflbed. 
Given  under  my  haod,  at  the  City  of  Wash« 
[u  8.]  ingtottf  the  22d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  181% 
and  of  the  independence  of'  the  United- 
States  the  forty-second. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
'  Bj  the  President: 

JOHN  ftUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  iSSWe. 


Egriraet  of  a  ieiterfrom  Jfi*.  Adanu  to  i^.  Ru$h^  dated 
DfiPARTMENT  OF  Stata,  Afay  30, 1818. 

It  is  not  our  desire  to  embarmss  the  proposedr 
commercial  negotialioa  with  any  of  tbe  questiotit 
of  maritime  regulations  adapted  to  a  state  of 
warfare.  We  do  not  wish  that  blockade,  contra* 
band  trade  with  eaeaies  or  their  colonies,  or. 
even  impressment,  should  be  drawn  into  the  dis« 
ouesiQn,  unless  such  a.  wish  shouM  be  manifestedr 
on  the  Miiish  side. 

Mr.  Begot  has  been  informed  that  this  negnt^' 
aiion  will  be  proposed,  and  that,  in  the  event  of 
ila  being  agreed  to^  another  Pknipolenttary  wili 
be  joined  with  you,lo  confer  and  conclude  with 
these^wiio  may  be:appointed  on  the  part  of  Gnsat 
Britain^  He  ts  not  aware  that  there  will  be  a»]r 
objection  to  it  ^  but,  if  there  should  he  any,  and 
the  British  Government  should  determine  to  keep 
the  renewal  of  the  commercial  convention  die^ 
tinet  from  every  other  subject  to  be  arranged 
between  the  two  countries,,  you  will,  of  course^ 
not  ffive*the  notice  to  Mr.  Gallatin  to  repair  to 
London,  mentioned  in  my  last  despatch.  If  tl|e 
British  Cabinet  agree  to  negotiate,  it  is  hppcdl 
that  tbe  special  instructions  to  be  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  you  will  reach  you  as  soon  as  Mr* 
Gbllatinwill  find  it  convenient  to  meet  you  in 
London*    If  the  British  Cabinet  preferi  by  a. 


iwr 


AJPPMDEL 


1S08 


lUUMm  wkh  Grtat  BrUaiin.. 


•ingle  article,  to  renew  the  eonrention  of  Jaly, 
1815,  for  a  term  of  eight,  ten,  or  even  twelve 
Tears,  or  anf  shorter  period,  your  full  power, 
neretofore  given,  will  be  still  in  force,  an^  will 
enable  you  to  conclude  such  an  article,  subject  to 
the  ratification  here,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate* 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Rtuh  to  Mr,  Adamt. 

London,  June  26, 1818. 

In  my  interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the 
11th  of  this  month,  other  subjects  were  treated 
than  those  I  have  already  communicated,  of 
which  it  is  proper  that  I  should  now  give  a  par- 
ticular account. 

In  the  foremost  rank  stands  impressment.    A 
sufficient  interval   having  elapsed,  I  akked  bis 
Lordship  if  any  answer  was  made  up  on  the  pro- 
posal I  had  submitted  on  the  18th  of  April.    He 
replied  that  he  had  brought  it  before  the  Cabinet, 
wnere  it  had  been  considered  with  all  the  care 
Which  it  merited.    He  proceeded  to  touch  upon 
some  of  the  principles  and  arguments  to'which 
the  subject  always  leads.    He  adverted  first,  as 
connected   with  naturalization,  to  the  opposite 
opinion  which  the  two  Governments  held  upon 
the  doctrine  of  allegiance.    1  said  that  I  was 
aware  of  no  opinions  entertained  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  upon  that  point,  except 
each  as  were  sanctioned  by  the  ancient  and  pre- 
dominant authorities  of  law,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
eral usage  of  Europe.    He  next  observed  that 
we  gave  to  our  ships  a  character  of  sovereignty* 
which  Great  Britain  did  not ;  that  we  considered 
them  part  of  our  territory,  clothing  them  with 
corresponding  immunities.    I  said  it  was  true 
that  we  did  consider  our  ships  quite  as  inviolable 
as  the  soil,  in  the  protection  which  ihey  should 
afford  to  our  seamen,  whether  native  or  natural- 
ised ;  but  never  had  we,  as  a  neutral,  claimed  to 
shield  them  from  entry  under  any  of  the  just 
belligerent  rights  of  search ;  that  is,  whether  to 
look  for  persons  in  the  land  or  naval  service  of 
a  co-belligerent,  articles  contraband  of  war,  Or 
enemy's  property.    That  these  constituted  the 
utmost  limit  to  which  tbe^  belligerent  claim  had 
ever  been  pushed.    What  we  complained  of  was, 
that  Great  Britain,  passing  them  all,  should  enter 
a  new  field,  and  set  up  a  right  to  enforce  in  our 
Teasels,  while  navigating  the  high  seas,  her  own 
nuDiciMil  laws.    His  Lordship  did  not  view  it 
in  this  light,  but  spoke  of  the  claim  as  one  being 
aatablished.and  incontestable*on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.    He  said  it  became  his  duty  to  add.  that, 
tin  a  full  consideration  of  the  proposal,  it  had  not 
been  found  practicable  to  forego,  under  any  con- 
Tentional  agreement,  the  execution  of  which  was 
10  depend  upon  the  legislative  ordinances  of  ano- 
ther country,  this  right  of  looking  for  her  subiects 
upon  the  ocean  wherever  she  might  be  likely  to 
ftnd  them. 

From  the  broad  ground  of  this  decision,  it  be- 
eame  evident  that  there  could  no  longer  be  any 
possible  advantage  in  adhering  to  the  course 
marked  down  in  my  despatch  of  the  dOth  of 


April.  This,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  not  to 
disclose,  in  the  first  instance,  all  ray  powers.  I 
therefore  risked  nothing  in  askia^i^  his  Lordship 
what  difference  it  would  make  if  the  Unitti 
States  would  agree  to  exclude  from  service,  on 
board  both  of  their  ships  of  war  and  merchmnt. 
vessels,  all  native  born  British  subjects. 

He  replied  that  this,  indeed,  would  be  going  a 
step  farther,  but  it  would  still  leave  the  propmal 
within  the  princi pie  of  their  objection.  That  the 
objection,  in  short,  went  to  the  full  length  of  ao 
unwillingness  to  concede,  by  treaty,  the  right  of 
entering  the  vessels  of  aioreign  Power,  to  look 
for  their  subjects,  whatever  its  terms* 

I  now  remarked  that  I  heard  this  determination 
with  regret,  as  I  was  ready  to  accede  to  m  atlpa« 
lation,  on  the  part  of  my  Government,  bottomed 
on  the  unqualified  exclusion  of  alt  natives  from 
both  branches  of  the  service ;  and  1  feared,  alsoL 
that  this  would  exhaust  all  the  offers  which  it  had 
to  submit.  I  begged  that  he  would,  in  lact,  con- 
sider such  an  oner  as  distinctly  made,  and  luder 
full  authority.    He  promised  to  do  so. 

Every  proposal  wnich  it  fell  within  the  com* 
pass  of  the  United  States  to  pat  forward  being 
gone  through,  I  asked  in  turn,  if  it  had  occurred 
to  his  Lordship^  to  hold  out  any  overtares  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government.  I  reiterated,  in 
forcible  terms, the  assurance  that  there  prevailed, 
throughout  the  United  States  one  universal  wish, 
with  Government  and  people,  to  see  removed  the 
sources  of  a  dispute  which  concerned  so  seriously 
both  nations.  But  I  found  that  he  was  prepared 
with  none  which  •did  not  assume  the  right  of 
previously  entering  our  ships.  For  the  judicious 
and  safe  exercise  of  this  right.  Great  Britain,  be 
said,  was  willing  to  enter  into  the  most  effective 
regulations,  such  as  restricting  the  boarding  offi- 
cers, to  those  of  a  rank  not  below  lieutenants, 
giving  responsible  receipts  for  the  men  taken  out 
or  any  other  safeguards  which  the  Amerieaii 
Gpvernment  might  propose  as  better  adapted  to 
the  end ;  that  she  would  always  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive, and  in  the  most  friendly  manner  discass, 
proposab  of  this  description,  under  the  hope  of 
some  practicable  arrangement  growing  oat  of 
them.     "^ 

I  did  not  hestute  to  say  that  the  United  States 
would  never  admit,  1>y  convention,  a  right  to 
enter  their  vessels  for  soch  a  purpose  as  impreat* 
meill.  It  would  be  to  surrender  principles  which 
they  held  too  sacred;  besides,  that  its  exereasoi 
however  mttempted  to  be  softened,  most  neeeasa- 
rily  be  liable,  trom  circumstances  intrinsic  and 
insurmountable  between  the  two  nations,  to  per- 
petual and  the  most  fatal  abuse.  His  Lordship, 
while  repeating  the  inability  of  Great  Britain  to 
abandon  by  compact  her  ancient  right,  again 
frankly  admitted  the  evils  of  which  it  had  been 
the  parent,  and  which  he  hoped  never  to  see  re- 
vived. He  added  that  it  would  be  her  anxioas 
desire  in  future,  hoping  that  the  day  of  neeesstty 
for  iv^  actual  exercise  was  far  distant,  to  free  it 
as  much  as  possible  from  abuse,  and  that,  in  par- 
ticular, it  would  be  much  the  more  sparingly 
brought  into  activity,  if  the  American  Govern^ 
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BMBty  by  adoptiBg,  of  its  own  accord,  soeh  kffis- 
lative  ordioRDees  as  I  bad  proposed.  woa]d  to  as 
iBspire  a  eonfidenee  that,  at  all  events,  bat  few  of 
her  subjects  woald  find  tbeir  way  iato  AmerieaD 
ahips* 

It  will  be  supposed  that  I  alladed  to  tbe  uoe- 
qaal  ground  upon  whiob  such  a  coarse  woald 
place  tbe  United  States.  If  they  consented  to 
pass  laws  of  this  nature,  it  might  reasonably  be 
expected  that  they  must  see  their  way  to  an 
equiFalent  in  some  stipulation,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  of  ascertained  and  posiliTc  value, 
and  that  no  other  would  be  stamped  with  that 
cbaracter  but  an  agreement  not  to  enter  tbeir 
skips. 

Ahbougb  I  explicitly  made  the  proposal  of  a 
willingness  not  to  employ  In  our  service  even  her 
Dative  subjects,  I  did  not  think  it  right  that  it 
should  rest  upon  the  footicg  of  a  verbal  offer. 
Tbe  less  did  I  think  this  would  be  prudent,  from 
observing  an  inclination  itr  his  Lordship's  mind, 
towards  the  close  of  our  conversation,  to  consider 
what  bad  passed  as  wearing  an  ioformal  rather 
than  an^r  other  character,  inasmuch  as  it  bad  been 
productive  of  no  results.  I  removed  this  impres* 
sion  by  new  and  unequivocal  declarations  that  it 
was  to  be  regarded  differently.  In  conformity 
with  them,  I  put  into  his  hands,  on  the  dOth  of 
this  month,  the  paper  marked  No.  8.  which  ac- 
companies this  despatch.  la  delivering  it,  I  de- 
sired that  he  would  consider  it  as  altogether  and 
strictly  official.  It  was  true,  I  j>aid,  the  proposal 
which  it  embraced  had  already  been  rejected; 
but  I  koev  so  well  the  anxiety  of  tbe  President 
upon  this  great  point,  as  to  feel  sure  that  I  should 
be  more  truly  the  organ  of  bis  will  by  putting  it  in 
a  shape  in,  which  it  might  go  among  tbe  archives 
of  this  Government,  and  would  add,  in  the  far- 
ther hope  that  possibly  other  viewsmight,  in  other 
times,  Jbe  taken  of  it.  On  receiving  the  paper 
with  this  remark,  his  Lordship  said  he  would  lay 
it  before  tbe  Cabinet  on  bis  return  from  Ireland, 
whither  he  was  soon  to  go,  and  that,  perhape,  it 
n^bt  be  thought "adyisawe  to  put  in  writing  ttve 
obieetions  and  counter-opinions  of  Great  Britain. 

in  this  abortive  manner  has  the  attempt  ended. 
I  have  endeavored  to  recount,  with  alt  possible 
accuracy^  what  has  transpired,  and  trust  that  in 
no  material  point  have  I  misunderstood  tbe  com- 
munications of  this  Government.  It  places  upon 
record  another  and  an  earnest  effort  to  settle  this 
^reat  and  formidable  controversv.  The  failure 
IS  the  more  to  be  deplored,  as  the  attempt  has 
been  made  daring  a  seasoa  of  profound  peace,  and 
when  the  two  Governments  seem  well  disposed 
towards  each  other.  The  United  States  have 
again  done  all  that  they  could  towards  allaying 
it.  They  declare  that  they  want  not  British 
seamen  in  their  vessels.  They  engage  to  exclude 
them  by  all  the  meaiis  that  human  laws  can  de- 
vise. In  a  spirit  of  extreme  conciliation,  they  go 
farther  in  their  offer  than  the  obligations  of  coe- 
qual sovereignty,  or  tbe  policy  and  habits  of  their 
internal  system,  might,  in  the  judgment  of  all,  be 
thought  to  dictate.  Wliilst  they  concede  so  much. 
BritaiQ  will  yield  nothing.    She  remains  rigia 


and  inexorable.  She  will  not  meet  half  way. 
She  will  not  turn  a  step  from  her  course.  To  an 
alleged  right,  but  which  has  often  been  demon- 
strated to  be  utterly  without  support,  in  any  one 
principle  that  the  society  of  nations  has  ever  re- 
cognised—unless the  dicta  of  finglisb  common 
lawyers  make  up  the  great  and  universal  code  of 
public  law— Hloesshe  continue  to  cling,  in  tbe  mere 
ambitious  and  wilful  reliance  upan  an  unchecked 
career  in  her  naval  supremacy.  It  is  upon  such 
foundations  that  she  virtually  threatens  the  indef- 
inate  continuance  of  a  practice  more  afflicting  to 
humanity,  as  far  as  the  scale  extends,  than  waa 
ever  the  African  slave  trade,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  insulting  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  an 
independent  and  powerful  nation. 

Thesnbjectof  impressment  being,  I  fear,  finally 
disposed  of,  as  one  of  negotiation  between  tbe 
two  Governments,  Lord  Castlereagh  next  re- 
minded me  that  it  was  now  but  little  more  than 
a  twelvemonth  from  the  time  fixed  for  the  expi- 
ration of  the  commercial  convention  of  1815. 
He  asked  if  I  knew  the  views  of  my  Government 
in  regard  to  its  renewal.  I  replied  that  at  present 
I  did  not,  with  precision.  He  requested  that  I 
would  consider  his  question  as  intended  to  draw 
my  attention  specially  to  the  subject,  and  ex- 
pressed some  anxiety  to  have  information  at  ai 
early  a  day  as  convenient. 

I  anticipate  the  probability  of  the  expression 
of  some  sentiments  to  me  from  the  Department, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  Summer,  in  relation 
to  this  convention.  How  far  our  act,  bearing 
upon  their  colonies,  is  to  operate  on  the  question 
of  renewal,  or,  if  objectionable  in  its  existing  pro- 
visions, in  what  respects  modifications  are  to  be 
insisted  upon,  are  points  on  which  I  am  not  in- 
structed. I  am  aware  that  it  is  already  made 
mv  duty*  to  obtain  and  transmit  information  upon 
which,  perhaps,  a  final  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  convention  was  expected,  in  part,  to  rest.  Of 
this  duty  I  have  not  been  unmindful.  But  it  is 
proper  I  should  state  that  my  efforts,  for  reasons 
that  will  be  explained  in  a  future  despatch,  do  not 
promise  as  much  success  as  I  had  hoped.  Besides 
inquiries  among  individual  merchants,  wherever 
it  has  come  within  ray  power  to  make  them,  I 
addressed,  in  March,  a  letter  to  each  one  of  our 
Consuls  within  tbe  European  dominions  of  tfaia 
coontry.  Answers  are,  from  time  to  time,  drop- 
ping in ;  but  neither  from  them,  and  still  less 
from  my  personal  inquiries,  is  it  likely  that  I  shall 
derive  inrormatton,  either  to  full  or  so  accurate, 
on  the  effects  of  the  cesaation  of  all  discriminating 
duties,  as  to  be  of  any  decisive  or  even  great  ac- 
eottot  in  making  up  a  judgment.  In  tbe  next 
place,  although  I  will  take  care  that  what  I  do 
obtain  is  trani^mitted  in  time  for  the  session  of 
Congress  In  November,  tbe  period  which  my 
instructions  seem  to  contemplate,  it  would  be  de- 
sirable, I  am  sure,  to  this  Government,  to  be  fur* 
nisbed  sooner,  if  possible,  with  an  intimation  of 
tbe  intentions  of  ours  in  relation  to  this  compact. 

If  it  is  to  be  suffered  to  run  out  without  renewal, 
Great  Britain  having  positively  declined  forming 
a  treaty  with  oa  which  shall  UDtelnde  bet  coioniaS| 
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vpoD  wint  foatisg  are  the  eonaineftitl  rektlont 
or  the  two  eottoiries  to  stand?  Will  eaeh  be 
left  to  its  own  regulations,  as  sometimes  hereto* 
fore,  or  is  anjr  suEstitnte  to  be  proposed?  These 
are  points  on  which  I  shoald  feel  happy  to  reoeive 
information,  wiieoeTer  it  may  be  inooght  fit  to 
impart  it. 


Egtfod  of  a  Utt^fram  Mr*  Bu§h  to  the  Seentary  of 
Statet  itaiing  a  oonvenaiion  between  himeelf  and 
Lord  Caetlereagh,  dated 

LoiiDoif,  July  25, 1818. 

I  entered  next  upon  the  subject  of  the  commer- 
cial relations  between  the  two  coon  tries.  Re* 
marlcing  upon  the  change  produced  io  them  by 
the  prohibitory  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
now  soon  to  commence  its  operation,  I  obserred 
that  I  had  it  io  charge  to  say  that  the  President 
had  yielded  his  assent  to  that  act  with  reluctance ; 
for  that,  however  ju8t«  its  tendencies  might  be  of 
an  irritating  nature  to  the  individual  interests 
that  it  would  affect  on  both  sides,  whilst  it  was 
his  constant  desire  to  ^ive  efficacy  to  measures 
mutually  more  beneficial  and  conciliatory.  It 
was,  therefore,  that  I  was  once  more  authorized 
and  instructea  to  propose  to  this  Qovernment  the 
negotiation  of  a  general  treaty  of  commerce. 
That  ihe  President  had,  besides,  agreed  that  there 
should  be  comprehended  in  the  negotiation  other 
matters  heretofore  desired  to  be  treated  of  by  this 
Gk>Ternment,  as  well  as  points  in  which  the  Gk)v- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  took  a  particular 
interest;  being,  in  the  whole,  1.  The  question 
respecting  the  slaves  carried  ofif  from  the  United 
States,  in  contravention,  as  alleged,  of  the  Treaty 
of  Qhent.  2.  The  question  of  title  to  the  settle- 
ment at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  tS.  The 
question  of  the  Northwestern  boundary  line,  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods ;  and  4.  That  of  the  fish- 
eries. Upon  these  topics,  the  President,  I  added, 
preferred  treating  in  a  direct  way  in  the  first. in- 
stance, in  the  hope  that  the  two  Qovemments 
might  arrive  at  a.  just  understanding,  without 
resorting  to  commissioners;  and  that,  if  this  Gov- 
efoment  was  prepared  lo  go  into  all  of  them, 
including,  especially,  a  general  treaty  of  coat- 
merce,  another  Plenipotenti«ry  had  beea  contin* 
gently  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  meet  with  me  any  two  that  might  be  designated 
OB  the' part  of  Qrest  Britain, 

His  Lordship  asked  what  he  wastoilnderstaDd 
by  a-  general  treaty  of  commerce.  1  replied,  a 
treaty  that  should  lay  open,  not  a  temporary  or 
precarioQB,bttt  a  permanent  intereoune  with  their 
West  ladift  islands  and  North  American  colooiea 
to  the  shipping  of  the  United  States,  as  oAen  be» 
fore  proposed,  but  which,  after  the  recent  refusals, 
it  might  seem  almost  unnecessary  again  to  bring 
into  view,  were  it  not  that  other  objects  of  in- 
terest to  both  nations  were  now  associated  with 
it  in  a  way  to  clothe  the  proposition  with  a  new 
aspect. 

lie  answered  that  the  British  Qovemment 
would  certainly  be  ^willing  to  enter  upon  a  nego- 


tiation on-thA  oomntereial  relations  of  the  two 
countries,  but  that  be  had  no  authority  to  say  tluLt 
the  oolotttat  system  conld  be  essentially  altered ; 
broken  doTwn  it  could  not  be.  I  said,  that  if  ic 
was  not  to  be  departed  from,  or  in  no  further  de* 
gree  than  the  four  articles  had  imported,  as  those 
articles  had  already  been  rejected,  it  did  not  a]H 
pear  to  me  that  any  advantage  would  be  likely  to 
arise  from  going  into  the  negotiation.  He  replied 
that  he  #as  not  prepared  to  answer  definitively 
upon  all  or  any  or  the  points,  but  would  lay  them 
before  the  Cabinet,  and  let  me  know  the  result; 
He  prCfessed  earnestly,  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation, the  desire  which  this  Gk>vernment  had 
to  see  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries  stand 
upon  the  best  footing  of  intercourse,  the  stake  to 
each  beioc  so  great,  and  promiNing,  with  the 
growth  of  the  United  States,  to  Im  so  much 
greater. 

in  the  event  of  a  negotiation,  upon  the  grounds 
I  had  explained,  not  being  opened,  he  aslced  if  I 
could  inform  him  what  the  intentions  of  my  Qor* 
emmenc  were  relative  to  the  commercial  inter- 
course  between  the  two  countries^  it  beioc,  for 
obvious  reasons,  desirable  soon  to  know.  Here  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  announce  that,  in  such  an 
event,  which  I  still  hoped  would  not  be  the  case, 
it  was  willing  simply  to  renew  the  existing  con« 
vention  of  181:5,  thus  keeping  this  instrument  die* 
tinot  from  all  other  questions  of  a  commercial 
nature,  if  the  British  Government  preferred  it* 
This  communication,  I  thought,  he  received  with 
evident  satisfaction.  He  remarked  that  it  wouU 
rescue  the  commercial  relations  from  all  danger 
of  a  chasm,  and  make  known,  in  immediate.  re« 
ply,  the  readincesof  his  Government  to  acquiesce 
in  such  a  course. 

On  the  22d  I  received  a  note  from  him  request- 
ing him  to  see  me  again  at  the  Foreign  Office  oft 
the  23d.  I  wae  there  accordingly.  Mr.  Eobtn*< 
son,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  as  writ 
as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  present* 
It  was  the  first  occasion  upon  which  any  third 
person  had  been  associated  with  Lord  CastUreagli 
at  any  of  our  official  interviews. 

His  Lordship  commenced  by  saying^  that  he 
had  laid  my  proposals  before  the  Cabinet,  and 
that  it  bad  been  agreed  to  enter  upon  the  general 
negotiation ;  that  is.  one  which  should  embrace 
all  the  points  I  haa  stated.  In  relation  to  the 
great  commercial  question,  he  begged  I  would 
understand  that  the  British  Gk>Terament  did  not 
pledge  iuelf  belbrebanti  to  a  departure  from  it» 
colonial  system  in  a  degree  beyond  what  it  had 
alreadv  offered ;  but  that  it  was  sincerely  desirous 
to  make  the  attempt^  and  unequivocally  wished 
to  bring  the  whole  commercial  relations  of  the 
two  countries  into  view ;  willing  to  hope,  though 
abstaining  from  promises,  that  some  modification 
of  that  system,  mutually  beneficial,  might  be  the 
result  of  frank  and  fall  diaeussions  renewed  at 
the  present  juncture.  I  replied  that  I  knew  my 
Qovemment  would  hear  this  determination  with 
great  satisfaction ;  that  it  would  cordially  Join  in 
the  hope  that  the  new  effort  might  be  prodoctire 
of  advantage  to  bo^h  eoontties,  and  strengthen 
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(be  U«a  of  good  iotcrecMine  that  should  uaite 
thouu 

I  now  .informed  him  that  Mr.  GtollotiD,  the 

prooeot  Minbter  from  the  Uoited  States  «t  Paris, 

.woQJd  take  part  in  the  Degotiation,  aad  come  owei 

to  London  as  soon  as  it  wootd  he  eomeenieDt  to 

mLj  iht  Pionipotentiariea  woald  he  appointed  on 

,the  part  of  Cmat  Britain.    He  said,  the  sooner 

:the  better;  and  that  Mr.  Robinson^and  Mr.QonU 

iMiff  Q  voold  be  named  to  treat  with  ns«   His  Lord- 

•.«hip  aaid  that  he  himself  wonld  beoUiced  to  set 

put  for  the  Continent  to  attend  the  Baropean 

Congress,. by  the^Oth  or  35th  of  next  month,  hot 

that  the  negotiation  coold  go  on  in  hifr  absence, 

lie  intimalSa  wlshi  bowoTer,  that  it  might  open. 

if  practicable,  before  he  went  awajr*    I  answered 

,that  all  the  necessary  powers  and  instractient 

from  oor  QoTeinmeat  had  not  yet  reached  ua,  hot 

tlhat  we  were  in  daily  expectation  of  them. 

He  next  asked  whether,  in  order  to  goatd 
..againat  all  possible  delays  that  might- be  incident 
to  4he  general  nopotiation,  which  sras  to  embrace 
0O  nMtny  points,  f  was  prepared  to  aarse  at  onee 
to  a  renewal  ol  the  convention  of  1815^  for  a  term 
of  years  to  be  agMcd  oo^  declaring  that  the  Britr 
iah  Government  was  roMly,  at  any  moment,  to 
concur  in  such  agreement. 

I  answered,  without  reserve,  that  J  was  already 
Jn  possession  of  a  full  power  to  this  effect,  which, 
iamepeodently  of  other  objects,  might  be  carried 
anto  execntion. 

I  wrote  yesteiday  to  Mr.  ChiUatip,  to  apprize 
i  him  of  the  necessity  of  coming  oyer,  the  contin* 

Kney  which  was  to  bring  him  having  happened^ 
rom  -the<  answer  I  have  received  to  my  letter  to 
him  of  theSd  of  this  month,  I  think  it  probable 
that  he  will  be  here  in  three  weeks,  or  sooner  | 
jco  that,  if  oor  fall  powers  arrive,  the  neffotiation 
■say  be  opened  before  Lord  Castlereagh's  depar* 
tore.  Should  Mr.  Gallatin  concnr,  we  will  make 
.the  renewal  of  the  convention  for  eight,  ten,  or 
twelve  years,  oor  first  act.  This  I  hope  the  I^es<; 
.ident  will  •  approve.    The  reasons  tnat  operate 
with  me,  are,  1.  It  will  not  only  provide  agaipst 
iMmjB^  hut  all  uncertainties  in  the  result,  of  the 
'  possibility  of  which  we  are  forewarned  simolta-^ 
>a«oasly  with  the  deeire  expressed  to  enter  the 
ifietd  01  ncffottation.  It  is  not  only  importsnt  that 
there  should  he  no  chasm  in  the  commercial  re4 
•  lations  between  the  two  countries,  but  equally  sq 
'that  oar  merchants  should  ha^e  timely  notice 
that  there  will  be  none.    3.  Every  inquiry  that 
I  have  made  among  merchants  of  the  united 
States^  with  whom  I  have  been  able  to  confer  im 
this  city,  has  produced  the  most  unequivocal 
opinions  that  this  convention  if  working  well  fog 
as,  which  entirely  falls  in  with  the  communica- 
tions I  have  received  from  the  Department.    3. 
Taking  this  for  the  fact,  it  seems  naturally  to 
follawthat  it  is  our  part  to  consent  to  the  re- 
newal the  moment  that  Britain  says  she  will,  lest 
'  the  day  should  go  by.  On  this  head  I  will  just  stale 
that  I  have  heard,  through  a  respectable  source^ 
-that  there  are  already  som^  British  ship  ownera 
in  Liverpool,  who  talk  of  petitioning  their  Gov-i 
•emmeat  against  iu  renewal.    Lastly,  my  power 


to  renew  ssems  to  me,  from  yonr  despatch  of -the 
30ih  of  May,  to  be  complete;  nor  will  its  exercise 
thwart,  in  acy  degree,  our  prospects  of  a  more 
enlarged  treaty  under  the  general  negotiation. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr,  Adanu  to  Mumrt*  <7#i^ 
laHn  tmd  Brnk^  daUi 

DaFAaTMMT  OF  BlATE,  Mljf2S,  1818. 

In  the  expectation  that  the  Government,  of 
Great  Britaia  have  accepted  the  proposal  which 
Mr.  Rush* was  instmcted  to  make,  for  negotiat* 
log  a  treaty  of  commerce,  embracing  the  contin- 
uance  of  the  convention  of  3d  July.  1815,  for  an 
additional  term  of  years,  and  induoing  other  ob* 
jects  of  interest  to  the  two  nations,  Ihave  now 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yon  the  President's 
ittstrnctions  to  yon  for  the  conduct  of  the  nego- 
tiation. 

With  regard  to  the  commercial  convention  of 
8d  Jttly,  1815,  yoo  have  already  been  informed 
that  the  President  is  willing  that  It  should  bo 
continued  without  alteration  for  a  further  term 
of  eight  or  ten  years.  We  had  flattered  ourselves, 
from  the  liberal  sentiments  expressed  by  Lora 
Castlereagh  in  Parliament,  and  from  various  other 
indicattons,  that  the  British  Cabinet  would  have 
been  now  prepared  to  extend  the  principles  of 
the  convention  to  our  commercial  interconrpa 
'with  their  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  and  North 
America ;  butjfrom  the  report  of  two  conferencea 
between  Mr.  Rush  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  since 
received,  it  appears  that  our  anticipations  had 
been  too  sanguine,  and  that,  with  resard  to  our 
admission  into  their  colonies^  they  still  cling  to 
the  system  of  exclusive  colonial  monopoly. 

Opr  navigation  act,  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  is  well  calculated  to  brinff  this  sys- 
tem to  a  test  bv  which  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
tried ;  and  if  the  es^periment  must  be  made  com- 
plete, so  that  the  event  shall  prove  to  demonstra- 
tion which  of  the  two  countries  can  best  stand 
this  opposition  of  connter-exclosions,  the  United 
States  are  prepared  to  abide  by  the  result.  :StiU| 
we  should  preter  to  remove  them  at  once,  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  promote  good  hnmor  between  the  two 
countries.  We  wish  you  to  urge  this  argument 
upon  the  British  Cabinet;  to  remind  them  of  the 

f Principles  avowed  bv  Lord  Castlereagh  in  Par- 
iatnent,  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  and  of 
their  precise  bearing  upon  this  question.  It  may 
also  be  proper  to  suggest  that,  while  Great  Brit- 
ain is  pressing  npon  ppain  the  abandonment  of 
her  commercial  monopoly  throughout  the  conti- 
nent of  South  America,  her  recommendation 
must  necessarily  gain  great  additional  weight  by 
setting  the  example  with  her  own  colonies,  while 
at  the  same  time  her  own  interest  in  her  mono- 
poly must  be  reduced  to  an  object  too  trifling  for 
national  consideration,  when  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies shall  be  open  to  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
Finally,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  free  port  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  goes  al- 
ready so  far  as  the  abandonment  of  their  systeia. 
that  it  can  scarcely  be  perceived  why  they  ahoald 
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adhere  to  the  remnant  of  it  any  longer.  Other 
arguments  may  occar  to  your  own  reflections, 
and  result  from  your  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
subject;  you  will  urge  them  with  earneslness, 
thouffh  ffiviog  it  always  to  be  understood  that 
we  shalf  acquiesce  in  their  ultimate  determi* 
nation. 

Whenever  this  subject  has  been  presented  to 
the  British  Cabinet,  since  the  peace,  their  only 
objection  to  the  proposals  and  arguments  of  the 
United  States  has  been  that  their  system  has  been 
long  established.  Lord  Castlereagh  has  invaria- 
bly acknowledged  his  own  doubtaT  whether  it 
was  wise,,  or  really  advantageous  to  Qreat  Brit« 
ain,  but  placed  the  determination  to  preserve  it 
upon  the  single  ground  of  its  having  long  existed. 
Whatever  weight  there  is  in  this  reasoning,  it 
would  bear  In  Htvor  of  all  those  other  exclusions 
which  he  congratulated  Parliament  and  thecoun* 
try  at  having  been  abolished,  as  much  as  in  sup- 
port  of  this.  It  is  the  argument  of  ail  existing 
abuse  against  reformation — of  mere  facts  against 
reason  and  justice.  The  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  West  Indies 
is  founded  upon  mutual  wants  and  upon  mutual 
eonvenience  ;  upon  their  relative  geographical 
position ;  upon  the.nature  of  their  respective  pro- 
auctions;  upon  \he  necessities  of  the  climate; 
and  upon  the  convulsions  of  nature.  When  the 
British  Ministry  say,  Against  all  this  our  ances- 
tors establishecf  a  system,  and  therefore  we  must 
maintain  it;  we  maj[  replv,  If  your  ancestors 
established  a  system  in  denance  of  the  laws  of 
nature,  it  is  your  interest  and  your  doty  to  abol- 
ish it.  But  who  can  overlook  or  be  blind  to  the 
changes  of  circumstances  since  the  establishment 
of  the  system ;  to  the  irresistible  consequences 
of  the  establishment  and  growth  of  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  Power;  to  the  expul- 
sion of  the  French  from  St.  Domingo;  to  the 
revolution  in  progress  in  the  South  American 
provinces?  Every  system  established  upon  a 
condition  of  things  essentially  transient  and  tem- 
porary must  be  accommodated  to  the  changes 
produced  by  time. 

Besides  the  free  port  act,  a  printed  copy  of 
which  has  now  been  received  from  Mr.  Rush, 
and  which,  we  find,  is  limited  to  ports  specially 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Crowe,  in  the  provinces 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  w^  have 
seen  in  the  public  journals  a  bill  for  permitting 
a  certain  trade  between  the  British  West  Indies 
and  anv  colony  or  possession  in  the  West  Indies, 
or  on  the  continent  of  America,  under  the  do- 
minion  of  any  foreign  European  Sovereign  or 
State.  This  measure  appears  intended  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  our  late  navigation  act,  and 
gives  further  manifestation  of  the  adherence  of 
the  British  Government  to  their  colonial  exclu- 
aions.  It  is  the  President's  desire  that  nothing 
•hould  be  omitted  which  can  have  the  tendency 
to  convince  them  that  a  change  would  promote 
the  best  interests  of  both  countries,  as  well  as  the 
harmony  between  them.  Should  your  efforts 
prove  ineffectual,  we  can  onFy  wait  the  result  of 
the  counteracting  measures  to  which  we  have 


resorted,  or  which  may  be  found  necessary  here- 
after. 

In  carrying  the  convention  of  3d  July,  1815^ 
into  execution,  the  British  Qovernmenc  haTe 
sanctioned  the  practice,  with  regard  to  some  of 
the  foreign  tonnage  duties ;  first,  to  levy  them  as 
if  the  convention  were  not  in  force,  and  then, 
upon  petition  of  the  persons  interested,  to  haTe 
them  returned.  If  this  practice  cannot  be  given 
up  altogether,  it  will  be  necessary  that  some  re- 
ffolation  should  be  adopted,  by  which  the  extra 
duties  shall  be  returned  of  course,  and  without 
potting  the  parties  to  the  trouble,  expense,  and 
delay  of  obtaining  it  by  petition.  At  present, 
unless  the  petition  is  presented,  the  duties  are  not 
returned.  It  happens  sometimes  that  masters  of 
vessels  pay  the  duties,  without  knowing  that  they 
are  entitled  to  have  them  returned ;  in  which  case 
they  are  lost  to  them  or  their  owners.  It  will  be 
proper,  therefore,  to  require  the  adoption  of  some 
general  regulation ;  in  virtue  of  which  it  shall  be 
made  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  (o 
repay  the  extra  duties,  in  all  cases  in  which  they 
shall  have  been  levied,  without  exposing  the  in- 
dividual to  lose  his  right  by  his  own  ignorance, 
or  by  the  negligence  or  infidelity  of  his  consignee. 

2.  iSZaves. 

The  British  Government  have  accepted  the 
proposal  of  referring  to  the  decision  of  some 
friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  the  question  coa- 
cerning  the  slaves  carried  ,away  from  the  United 
States  by  British  officers  after  the  ratification  of 
the  peace.  They  propose,  however,  a  previous 
reference  of  it  to  two  commissioners,  appointed 
like  those  under  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  sev- 
enth articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  similar  powers ;  and  oommitiing  to  the 
same  commissioners  the  power  of  fixing  defini- 
tively the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  westward, 
from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods;  and  of  pronouncing  upon  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  the  settlement  on  the  shoi«s 
of  the  Pacific  ocean,  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
river.  These  objects  are  so  entirely  different 
from  one  another;  the  principles,  the  character 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  reasoning  which  must 
lead  to  the  result,  are  so  disconnected  and  incoa- 
griious,  that,  if  submitted  at  all  to  commissioners, 
It  is  opviously  proper  to  refer  them  to  different 
commissions.  The  question  concerning  the  slaves 
is  a  question  of  construction  upon  the  terms  of 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  and  the  two  Govern- 
ments having  alread]r  discussed  it,  each,  after  dia- 
cussion,  adhering  to  its  own  opinion,  there  is  little 
prospect  that  either  of  the  commissioners  will 
come  to  a  conclusion  different  from  that  of  his 
own  Government.  The  present  offer  of  the  Brit- 
ish Gk)vernment,  connecting  it  with  another  ques- 
tion of  boundary,  bears  the  appearance  of  a  dis- 
position to  make  it  an  affair  of^  compromise,  and 
that  they  are  willing  to  concede  something  to  us 
on  one  of  the  points,  upon  condition  of  a  coaces- 
sion  from  us  upon  abother.  If  this  be  their  ob- 
ject, these  mutual  concessions  may  be  made  with 
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Bore  con? Mioaet  by  direct  and  immediate  agree- 
ment between  the  two  Governmeatay  and  by  an 
article  of  the  treaty,  than  by  the  means  of  coro- 
Baiesioaers,  whoie  fonction^  are  ratber  of  the 
jodieial  than  the  ministerial  character,  and  whose 
dotiea  are  to  decide,  and  not  to  compromise* 

3.  Boundary^  from  the  Lake  qf  ike  Woods, 

westward. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  tceaty  of  peace  of 
178^  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  after 
having  been  traced  from  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nof a  Scotia  to  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  ire  pursued  ^  from  thence, 
■on  a  doe  west  course,  to  the  rirer  Mississippi ; 
thence,  b^  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  said  river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect 
•the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude." 

By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  it 
was  declared  to  be  uncertain  whether  the  rive^ 
Mississippi  extended  so  far  to  the  northward  as 
to  be  Intersected  by  a  line  due  west  from  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods;  and  a  joint  survey  of  the  river, 
from  one  degree  below  the  falls  or  St.  Anthony 
to  the  principal  sources  of  the  said  river,  and  of 
the  parts  adjacent  thereto,  was  stipulated;  and  if, 
OD  the  result  of  the  survey,  it  appeared  that  the 
.  river  would  not  be  intersected  by  the  line,  the 
parties  were  to  regulate  the  boundary  line  by 
amicable  negotiation,  according  to  justice  and 
mutual  convenience,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
intent  of  the  treaty.  This  joint  survey  never 
took  effect. 

By  a  convention  signed  on  the  12ih  of  May, 
1803,  by  Mr.  King  and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  but 
which  was  not  ratified,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
boundary  should  be  by  a  line  from  the  northwest 
eomer  of  the  Lake  or  tbe  Woods^  by  the  shortest 
Une,  until  it  touched  tbe  river  Mississippi.  Until 
then,  the  Mississi'ppi  river  had  been  the  western 
boundary  of  the  United  Stales,  The  cession  of 
^Louisiana  gave  them  a  new  and  extensive  terri- 
tory westward  of  that  river. 

In  the  negotiation  of  1807,  between  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  W.  Pinkney,  and  the  Lords  Hol- 
land and  Auckland,  there  were  three  successive 
draughts  of  articles  for  the  settlement  of  this 
boundary.  The  first,  proposed  on  the  British 
side,  was  a  line  due  west  from  the  Like  of  the 
.Woods, along  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  as  far  as  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  extend  in  that  quarter,  and  the  line,  to 
that  extent,  was  to  form  the  boundary ;  with  a 
proviso  that  the  article  should  not  be  construed 
to  extend  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  or 
to  territories  westward  of  the  Stony  mouotains. 

The  second,  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  Uoited 
States,  took  a  line  due  north  or  south,  as  the  case 
might  be,  from  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
,  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  until  it  shall  intersect 
the  forty*ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude  and 
then  due  west,  along  that  parallel,  for  the  boun- 
dary between  the  territories  of  the  parties;  with 
he  proviso  excluding  the  northwest  coast  and  all 
erckori  ea  westward  of  the  Stony  mountaiAi. 


The  third  wgs  agreed  to  by  both  parties^  and 
varied  from  the  second  only  by  an  addhioaai 
clause,  purporting  that  this  should  be  tbe  boun- 
dary, as  far  as  ine  respective  territories  of  the 
parties  extend  in  that  quarter. 

That  convention  was  not  ultimately  concluded* 
At  the  negotiation  of  the  Peace  of  Qhent,  the 
eight  article  of  the  first  projet,  presented  by  the 
Americao  Pleoipoteotiaries,  was  a  transcript  froo^ 
this  article  last  above  mentioned ;  and  the  article 
proposed  by  the  Britibh  Plenipotentiaries  on  re- 
turning the  projet  was  the  same  is  that  which* 
had  been  first  proposed  by  Lords  Holland  and' 
Auckland,  with  an  additional  paragraph,  stipii- 
latiog  free  access  to  British  subjects  through  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  free  navigation  of  that  river.  In  the  con- 
ferences that  ensued,  the  substance  of  the  article. 
so  far  as  it  regarded  the  boundary,  was  agreed 
to  on  both  sides;  but,  as  the  Americsn  Plenipo- 
tentiaries could  not  accede  to  tbe  additional  par- 
agraph, the  article  was  finally  altogether  omitted. 

From  the  earnestness  with  which  the  British 
Qovernment  now  return  to  the  object  of  fixing 
thia  bounds ry,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
have  some  other  purpose  connected  with  it,  which 
they  do  not  avow,  but  which,  in  their  estimation, 
gives  it  an  importance  not  belonging  to  it,  consid- 
dered  in  itsell*.  An  attempt  was  at  first  made  by 
them,  at  the  negotiation  of  Qhent,  to  draw  the 
boundary  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  tbe  Missis- 
sippL  But,  as  they  afterwards  not  only  abandoned 
that  pretension,  but  gave  up  even  the  pretension 
to  an  article  renewing  their  right  to  the  navigation 
of  the. Mississippi,  it  was  to  have  been  expected 
they  would  thenceforth  have  considered  this  west- 
ern boundary  of  no  importaoce  to  them.  The 
new  pretension,,  however,  of  disputing  our  title 
to  the  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river, 
either  indicates  a  design  on  their  part  to  encroachi 
by  new  establishments  of  their  own,  upon  the 
forty-nintb  parallel  of  latitude,  south  of  which 
they  can  have  no  valid  claim  upon  this  continent ; 
or  it  manifests  a  jealousy  of  the  Uoited  States<«- 
a  desire  to  check  the  progress  of  pur  settlements 
— ^f  which  it  might  have  been  supposed  tha 
experience  would  before  this  day  have  relieved 
them.  Their  projects  for  the  line,  both  in  the 
negotiation  of  Messrs.  Monroe  ana  Pinkney  in 
1806,  and  at  Qhent  in  1814,  were  to  take  the  forty* 
uintii  parallel  of  latitude,  from  tbe  Lake  of  the 
Woods  west,  as  far  as  the  territories  of  the  IM- 
tod  SUUes  extend  in  that  direction,  with  a  caveat 
against  its  extension  to  the  South  sea,  or  beyond 
the  Stony  mountains.  Upon  which,  two  obser- 
vations are  to  be  made—- first,  that  it  i%  uncertain 
whether  any  part  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is 
in  latitude  forty-nine ;  and,  secondly,  that  they 
always  afiected  to  apply  the. indefinite  limit  of 
extension  "as  far  as  the  territories  extend,"  to 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to 
those  of  Great  Britain— leaving  a  nest-egg  for 
future  pretensions,  on  their  part,  south  of  latitude 
forty-nine.  Tbe  counter-projects  for  the  line  on 
our  part,  therefore,  at  both  those  aegotiations. 
were  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Lake  or 
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xhe  Woocis,  the  point  already  fiz«d  aod  ufidis- 
puted,  a  line  doe  north  or  south,  as  the  case  may 
'be,  to  the  rorty*ninth  parallel  of  latitude ;  and 
'thence  along  that  parallel,  due  west,  as  far  as  the. 
territories  oi  both  parties  extend  in  that  direction, 
•and  adopting  the  caveat  against  extension  to  the 
Pacific,  or  beyond  the  Btony  mountains.  ^ 

4.  SiUlementai^fntnUhofCMumbiariwr. 

From  the  late  correspondence  with  the  Span- 
ish Minister,  (Onis,)  it  appears  that  the  claim  of 
'  Spain  upon  the  shores  or  the  South  sea  extends 
'to  the 'Dfty-sixth' degree  of  north  ktit«ide;  but 
there  is  «  Russian  settlement  in  fifty 'five,  besides 
a  temporary  lodgment  connected  with  it,  as  far 
South  as  forty- two.    The  pretensions  of  the  Brit* 
iah' Government  may  on  this  oecasiou  be  disclosed. 
We  know  not  prebisely  what  they  are,  nor  have 
they  exphiiued  the  groutids  or  the  motives  upon 
which  they  contest  our  right  to  the  settlement 
tallied  Astoria,  formed  before  the  late  war,  And 
broken  up  by  the  British  8loop>-of-war  Racoon  in 
the  course  of  it.    The  papers  enclosed,  marked 
from  A  to  I,  contain  all  the  information  mate* 
'rial  to  the  subject  possessed  by  tbis  Department. 
It  appears  that,  at  the  time  when  the  American 
'aettlement  was  broken  up  during  the  war,  the 
"property  was  porefaased  by  oertain  agents  of  the 
^'British  Northwest. Company.     This,  however, 
^eould  in  no  manner  divest  the  United  States  or 
their  jurisdiction.    As  the  British  Government 
lidmit  explicitly  their  obligation  under  the  first 
articleof  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  restore  the  post, 
there  can  be  no  question  with  regard  to  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  resume  it.    We  do  not 
perceite  how  or  why  this  question  should  be 
-referred  to  two  Commissioners  of  the  respective 
nations.    Aod  as  Russia  herself  has  pretensions 
on  that  coast,  it  deserves  the  consideration  of 
^both  parties  whether  the  ultimate  determination, 
ill  the  almost  unavoidable  case  of  a  difference 
between  the  Commissioners,  could  with  propri- 
ety be  referred  to  her  Sovereign.    Mr.  Rush  has 
'^betn  instructed,  in  the  event  of  a  final  difference 
between  the  Commissioners,  under  the  existing 
•  commissions,  to  propose  the  Bmperor  of 'Russia 
^as  the  Sovereign  to  whose  decision  the  reference 
atipulatedon  that  contingency  in  the  trei^ty  should 
'be  made.    It  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  was  the 
Bovereiffn  contemplated  -by  both  parties  at  the 
'time  when  the  treaty  was  concluded  ;  and  it 
might  bt  difficult  to  designate  any  other  in  whom 
the  confidence  of  both  parties  would  be  so  ttrong 
and  clear  as  to  secure  their  cordial  acquiescence 
in  his  decision. 

The  expedient  itself  of  submitting  questions  of 
territorial  rights  and  boundaries  in  discussion  be- 
'tween  two  nations  to  the  decision  of  a  third  was 
iiDQSual,  if  not  entirelv  new;  and,  should  the 
contingency  oocur,  will  probably  encounter  diffi- 
culties of  execution  not  foreseen  at  the  time  when 
the  stipulation  was  made  of  resorting  to  it.  The 
aobjects  in  controversy  are  of  a  nature  too  iirtri* 
eate  and  complicated,  requiring  on  the  part  of  the 
•arbitrator  a  patience  of  investigation  and  research 
«— hiaforicali  pt^tical^  legal,  geographical,  and, 


astronomieal-^for  which  it  is  hnposirtble  to  con- 
ceive that  the  Sovereign  of  a  great  Empire  wcmUd 
penonaUybtaiow  the  time. 

These  ideas  are  sqggeated  with  a  view  to  roe- 
ommend  the  attempt  rather  to  cone  to  an  agree- 
ment between  the  parties  themselves,  upon  all 
subjects  which  have  not  bean  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed between  themi  than  to  east  their  diffidai- 
ties  upon  Commissioners,  who  can  scarcely  'be 
expected  to  agree  concerning  them,  and  thienupou 
a  ioregn  Sovereign,  of  Whose  personal  integrily 
no'  doubt  can  be  entertained,  but  who  oanaat 
have  leisure  to  sift  the  subjects  in  dispute  to  llie 
bottom. 

On  the  whole,  the  President  will  be  well  satis- 
fied if  these  three  objects— Kyf  indemnity  for  the 
slaves  carried  away,  of  the  western  MMiadary 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  the  aettlo- 
ment  at  the  mouth  of  Colombia  rfver*-ean  be 
adjusted  by  this  negotiation,  rather  than  referred 
to  commissioners,  which  must  be  eapensive,  and 
so  constituted  as  to  make  it  at  least  probable  thtt 
they  will  decide-nothing;  and  then  to  a  friendly 
sovereign,  still  at  great  expense  and  other  incon- 
veniences^ to  both  parties.  With  regard  to  the 
slaves,  the  questioi^  which  it  was  propoeed  should 
be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  an  impartial  arbi- 
trator was  merely  on  the  construction  of  one 
paragraph  in  an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  GHieot 
This  was  BO  simple,  and  requiring  so  Ittile  re- 
search or  investigation  of  any  kind)  that  it  might 
have  been  decided  immediately  by  th«  sovereiga 
himself,  upoo^an  iinpectionof  the-article,  and-a 
short  statement  of  the  facts,  to  which  both  par- 
ties would  have  agreed.  But  the  delineation  of 
an  nnsettM  boundary  across  the  western  destrts 
of  this  continent,  the  title  to  establishments  on- the 
Pacific  ocean,  where  the  arbitrator  htmaelf  laaiat 
without  his  pretensions,  and  whore,  eave  prvtoa- 
sions,  there  is  no  object  to  any  party  worth  con- 
tending for— to  create  burdeneome  commisaioas 
and  make  solemn  references  to  a  foreign  aovar- 
eign  for  these,  appears  soarcely  to  be  neceaaafy, 
if  altogether  justifiable.  As  to  the  lino  f^om  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  yon  are  aothoriied  to  agree 
to  that  whAch  was  agreed  upon  bf  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries on  both  sides  in  1807^  but  not  to  any  liae 
which  would  bring  the  Bntiah  in  contact  with 
the  Hdississippi,  nor  to  anything  which  would 
authorice-the  British  to  trade  with  ladiaoswithin 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States.  Of  ihe'iii- 
cottveniences  of  allowing  such  trade,  eren  by 
licenses,  a  recent  inataace  has  ocenrred ;  copiea 
of  the  papers  relating  to  which  we  traasmitidd 
to  you. 

5.  FMerUi. 

The  proceedings,  deliberations,  aifd  oonnmu- 
ttications  upon-thts  subject,  which  took  plaeeat 
the  negotiation  of  Ghent,  will  be  fresh  in  thore- 
raembrance  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  Mr.  Rush  posseasea 
copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the  British 
Government  relating  to  it  after  the  oonolusioaof 
the  peace,  and  of  that  which  has  passed  herebc- 
twefen  Mr.  Bagot  and  this  Government.  Copies 
of  several  letteris  reoeired  by  mavibera  of  Coa- 
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gran  liumgcfae  lutesetsioDf^frDai  the  -mtoof 
ibe  oosntvy  iiM»t  deepljF  tiit«re«ed  in  (be  fish-: 
eries^are  now  traa9iiiitttd« 

The  Pnesideot^atberaes  ywklo  agree  ao  an 
iirliele  whereby  the  Uatted  SilateB  will  4esi#t 
ftom  the  libeity  of  isbrngiVadieanBgaod  dvy- 
iog  fish,  witbio  the  British  jariedictioBgeaemUyr 
vpon  eonditieo  tbal  it  •ball  be  eeoored  aa  a  per- 
aosaeot  Tight,not  liable,  to  be  imipatred  by  aay 
faUnre  war, from Oane  Ray  tothe Ramea  iaiaade, 
mftd  from  Meoot  Jwi)  -on  the  Labrador  eoast, 
throagh  ^be  Strati  of  Belleiefte,  indtefiailtely  north, 
i  aloDg  the  eoaec ;  the  rnbtto  extend  M9  well  to, 
'enriog-and  drying  the  fisb^as  to  fishing. 

By  >thedeoree  of  Hfae  jadge  of  the  Wee^dmi- 
v«ky.  eourl  at  Halifax,  on  the  29th  of  Angnst  kst, 
in  the  ^^ase  of  several  Ameriean  fiabinff  vessels 
iwhieh  bad  been  captured  e«d  sent  into  that  port, 
-ei  eopy  of  wbteh  is  also  now  transatited  to  yea, 
it  appears  tbatiall  4hoseaaptQiies  ^bave  been  ille« 
igaL    An  appeal  from  this  deoree  wasi  entered  b¥ 
the  captors  to  the  appelate  ooort  in  Bnglan, 
.and  tfaeowaers  of  the  eaptuped  vesaeJs  were  ob- 
:liged  to  gWe  bonds  to  stand  theiieoe  of  theappeal. 
idr«Rinb>waaia8tnieiedito  employ  saimbieeoun- 
lieelffar  these  eases,iifiheappeaJs«hoold  been  tered 
eiad,as  we  have  been  intinmed  by  btm,^has  ao- 
•eordtngly  doneso.     If  yea  do  not  aaeoeed  in 
^agreeing  npooan  crtide  ota  this  anbjeet,  it  will 
jtedesirable  that  tbeanestion  npoa  then^^  shonld 
tbevoleoinly  songoed  before  the  Lorda  of  Appeals, 
:aiid  that  coansel  of  the  first  emlaenee  abooid  'be 
'  aaaploy ed  in  it.    Judge  iWallaoetagreed  with  the 
-Adrocate  General  that  the  lade  war  completely 
dieaoWed  erery  right  of  Uie  people  of  the  Uaited 
43 tales  ae^nired  by  the  treaty  of  1788.    But  it 
'4leeB  act  appear  cbat-thia  qdesiio«  bad'  baenaigaed 
hetom  bkn,  and  the  contrary  e^ialon  is  not  eobe 
^aanendered  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates 
upon  the  dictum  of  ^aTice^dmirilty  eeart.    Be- 
aides  this,  we  claim -the. ^bts  in  question  not  as 
acquired  by  the  treaty,  of  1783,  but  as  ha^vii^g 
"-always  before  eojoyed  them,  and  as  only  recog- 
nised as  belonging  to  us  bv  that  treaty,  and  there- 
fore never  to  aediirested  mm  us,  but  by  our  own 
'consent.     Judge  Wallace,  howerer,  ezpliettly 
•saj^  that  he  dote  not  see  bow  be  can  condemn 
these  vessels  without  an  act  of  Parliament;  and 
"Whoever  knows  anything  of  the  Boglish  consti* 
'tntion  mast  see  thai  on  ibis  point  he  is  anquei*- 
"tionablv right.    He'says  indeed  somethmg  about 
an  Order  in  Gooacil,  bat  it  is  very  clear  that 
'<wottld  not  answer.  Jt  is  a  question  of  forfeiture 
"lor  a  violated  terrKoridlj unadieiion ;  whiob  for- 
'Mtfire  eaa  be  tneuited,  not  by  the  law^f  nations, 
.but  only  by  the  ktwoftkelancL    There  is  ohvi- 
>  oualy  no  sueb  law. 

Theargoment  whiob  has  been  so  long<aad  so 

•  ably  maintained  ^by- Mr.  Reeres,  that  the  rights 

of  aniemiH  Amerieans,>  as  British-  sabjeeiS}  even 

within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  BriiaHi,haTe never 

ibeen  divested  from  ihen^  beeaoae  there  baa  been 

)no  act  of  Parliament  lo  dealare  it,  applies  in- its 

:  fullest  force  to  this  ease  $  and,  doaneoied  with 

Ibe  article  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  by  wbieh  tbttf 

paitiattlar  right  waafecognised,  ooafiimed,  aaKt 


iplaaed  eat  txf  tbe  reach  of  an  act)of  PatHaoaaat, 
eeffreborates  the  argumeat  ia  otiv  fav:an  Hew 
far  it  may  be  proper  and  advisable  to  <iise  theae 
suggestions  in  your  negotiation,  mast  be  left  to 
your  aonad  disoceiioo ;  but  ihey  aie  thrown -out 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  pursue  the  inreaia- 
gation  of  the  important. questions  Of  British ilaw 
iuTolved  inahis  tnterest,  and  that  every  possible 
advantage  may  be  taken  of  them,  prepamtonyrfor 
the  trial  before  the  Lords  of  AppealS|-tf  .theicaae 
ehoold  ultimately  comC'to  their  deebioa.  The 
Britiah  Oovernittent  .may  ibe  well  assured  that 
not  a>  particle  of  these  tights  will  be  finally  .yieUed 
by  tbe  United !  States  witbeut  a  airaggk,  whseb 
will  oost  Geaat  fijritaia  mote  than  the«wsQdrlhof 
the  pfsze. 

These  are  the  subjects  to  which  the  President 
f swilling  that  your  nq^iatiea  ehoold  be  eon- 
fiased.  :VFith  rqiard  to  the  otbejn  Af.a^eaeial 
nature, 'and  aelatin^  to  the -resiiective  ai^ts  of 
the twoqatioaain  limea of maii timer wtr^sya^are 
authorized  to  treat  of  them,  aad  to  coaolade  eaa- 
eavning  them,  eoafermnbly  to  the  instruotions 
already  ia  passession  of  Mr»  Rush ;  or,  if  .tbe<dif- 
fiealty  of  agseetng  apen  the  pttaoiples  .abeald 
eentiaueaagmat  as  it;haa  been  hitherto^ yeia may 
omit  them  •  altegeiber. 

You  will  aot  lail  to  trananiit,  by  duplieatesi  the 
reaultof  your  eeafeiencee^  at  aa  early  a  feiiad.aa 
may  be  Iboad  ptactaeable. 


Extract  qfa  letter  from  Mr.  Adame  to  JIB',  QnUftHnp 

.    dated 

DfiPABTMBNT  OF  BTA,TB,My  29,  1S18. 

This  letter  is  merely  to.  request  you,  in  case 
the  British  Governtnent  shouid  have  accepted 
the  proposal  for  that  negotiation,and  if  you  should 
be  still  in  Paris  when  you  receive  it,  to  repair 
without  delay  to  London,  for  the .  purpose  of  en- 
tering upon  the  negotiation.  It  is  hoped  you  will 
be  able  to  finish  it,  and  to  transmit  the  result 
here  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  on  the  third 
Monday  in  November. 


EMraet  cfatdtw  fram'Mr.  Ruekio  tka  Seemlm^^ 
^  State,  dated 

Loifuoif,  Jdi^iief  13.  If  18. 

On  tbe  day  before  yesterday  I  reeeivea  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Qailatin,!  dated  the^b  of  this  month. 
He  informs  me  that  tbe  fbll  powers  have  got  to 
hand,  and  that  he  eipects  to  be  here  on  the  16«b. 

The  prospect  ef  opening  the  negotiation  before 
the  departure  of  Lord  Castlereagh  eeemsj,  there* 
fore,  now  to '  be  good.  I  went '  yesterday  to  the 
Foreign  Ofilce  to  request  that  the  proper  orders 
may  be  earpedtted  to  Dover  for  (he  encraneeof 
Mr.  Qallatin^  his  family,  aad  baggage,  fate  tbe 
kingdom,  wttbout  molestation  or  may. 


Extneei  of:  aletter/rmn  Mr,  Eu^  ta  He  aeait/mffif 

Staie^dattd 

LoanoN,  Augtut  15,  Ifilfi. 
On  the  evening  of  the  Idth  I  nsecived  a  note 
from  Loffd  Caatlereagh)  requesting  mui  to  call  at 
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lb«  Foreign  Office  ytsterday  at  foar  o'clock.  I 
went  accordiDgly,  wbeo  a  convenation  took  plact, 
whieb  I  proceed  to  relate. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  interview  was  to 
say  to  me  that  some  circomatances  would  prevent 
the  Congress  assenibling  at  AU-la-Chapelleearlier 
than  the  20th  of  September,  which  would  make 
il  onnecessary  for  htm  to  go  away  quite  aasoon 
aa  be  had  originally  contemplated.  He  was  giad 
of  this,  he  added,  as  it  would  insure  to  him  an 
opportunity  of  being  present  here  when  the  nego- 
tiation, 80  soon  to  take  place. between  the  two 
countries,  commenced.  I  informed  htm  of  our 
full  powers  having  b^n  received,  and  ^of  the  ex- 
pectation I  now  had  of  Mr.  Gkillatiii'^  arrival  in 
a  dry  or.  two.  He  subjoined  a  few  words  as  to 
the  formal  manner  in  which  it  appeared  to  him 
best  that  the  negotiation  should  move  along,  and 
also  to  apprize  me  that,  al though  he  expected  to 
go  into  the  country  to-morrow,  he  would  be  in 
town  again  on  the  25th.  Here  this  part  of  the 
conversation  closed. 

He  next  surprised  me  agreeably  by  reviving 
the  subject  of  impressment,  which  I  thought  had 
been  blotted  out  from  our  conferences.  He  began 
by  premising  that  what  he  was  going  to  say  was 
confidential,  and,  for  the  present,  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  colleagues  in  the  administra- 
tion; that  he  had  reflected  much  and  anxiously 
upon  my  late  proposals,  which,,  it  was  true,  bad, 
as  they  now  stood,  been  rejected.  .  But,  feeling 
anew  the  importapce  of  (his  subject  to  the  future 
harmony  of  the  two  countries,  and  willing,  if 
possible,  not  to  let  it  be  shut  out  from  the  gene- 
ral negotiation  upon  the  eve  of  opening,  it  had 
occurred  to  him  to  offer  some  suggestions  in  re- 
lation to  it.  barely  to  see  how  they  struck  my 
mind,  and  anow  if  there  would  be  a  motive  to 
pursue  them.  He  went  on  to  say  that  his  own 
impression  was,  (protesting  that,  as  yet,  he  was 
not  authorized  to  say  it  was  that  of  his  Qovern- 
ment,)  that  the  proposals  might  be  rendered  ac- 
ceptable by  some  modifications  very  important  to 
Great  Britain,  and  not  at  all  so,  as  he  supposed, 
to  the  primary  object  in  view  by  the  United 
.States.    The  modifications  were  these: 

1.  That  any  treaty  or  convention,  built  up  upon 
the  proposals  as  I  had  submitted  them,  should  be 
limited  in  duration,  say  (o  eight,  ten,  or  twelve 
years,  with  liberty  to  each  party  to  be  absolved 
from  its  stipulations  on  a  notice  of  three  or  six 
months,  as  m  the  late  arrangement  respecting  the 
leciprocal  dismantlement  of  naval  armaments 
upon  the  lakes. 

2.  That  the  British  boarding  officer,  entering 
American  ships  at  sea  for  a  purpose  justified  un- 
der the  laws  of  nations,  should  have  the  liberty  of 
calling  for  the  list  of  the  crew  j  and,  if  he  saw  a 
seaman  known  to  him,  or  on  good  grounds  f^us- 
pected  to  be  an  Englishman,  that  he  should  have 
the  further  privilege  of  making  a  record  or  procet 
virhal  of  the  fact,  in  such  wav  as  to  have  the 
case  distinctly  brought  under  the  notice  of  our 
Qovernment,  though  by  no  means  withdrawing 
the  man  from  the  ship. 

The  latter  icgulation)  his  Lordship  observed, 


would  operate  as  a  further  iooentive  to  the  faith* 
ful  execution  of  our  home  prohibitions  for  ex- 
cluding British  subjects  from  our  vessels >  and 
the  former  aoard  against  any  irrevocable  relin- 
quishments by  Qreat  Britain,  which  the  opinions, 
or  even  the  prejudices,  of  the  country  might  not, 
upon  trial,  be  found  to  bear. 

I  naturally  infer  that  this  Gk»vernment,  review- 
ing its  late  decision,  and  seeing,  at  last,  the  onex* 
ceptiona(»le  and  perfect  fairness  of  the  offers  of 
the  United  Slates^  has  made  up  its  mind  to  aban- 
don, in  effect,  the  great  principle,  or  at  least  prac- 
tice, to  which,  with  an  injusuce  so  tenacious,  it 
has  long  clung — that  of  forcing  the  man  from 
under  the  sacred  cover  of*  our  flag;  and  that 
ground  has  been  broken,  in  the  above  interview, 
to  the  consummation  of  a  change  so  auspicious 
in  the  councils  of  this  nation.  The  first  modift- 
cation  seems  to  me  unobjectionable.  The  second 
is  open  to  considerations  which  I  do  not  at  all 
like;  yet  it  comes  as  a  first  suggestion,  and  we 
may,  therefore,  hope  to  get  rid  of  it  altogether. 
As  Mr.  Gallatin  will  be  here  so  soon,  I  forbore  to 
offer  to  his  Lordship  any  opinion,  not  feeling 
myself  now  at  liberty  to  speaa  upon  the  subject 
singly;  but  joining,  nevertheless,  in  the  renewed 
anxietjr  to  see  it  brought  within  the  pale  of  our  ap- 
proaching discussions,  and  stating  that  I  thougnt 
fair  ground  was  laid  for  its  admission.  I  uke 
leave  of  the  subject,  therefore,  until  my  endea- 
vors, jointly  with  those  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  shall  be 
resumed  upon  it,  having  been  first  led  to  this 
communication  for  the  President's  early  inforran-* 
tion  on  a  question  of  so  much  interests  My  de- 
spatch of  the  26th  of  June  will  show  that  some 
intimation  was  thrown  out,  at  that  time,  of  an  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  gite, 
in  writing,  its  objections  to  our  propositions;  in- 
stead of  which,  more  just  views  of  them  would 
happily  seem  to  have  risen  up. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Ruah  to  the  Secretary  of 

State,  dated 

LoNOON,  August  28, 1818. 

Mr.  Gallatin  got  here  on  the  16ih  of  this  month* 
On  the  following  day  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  announcing  his  arrival.  His  Lord- 
ship was  at  his  country  seat,  thirteen  miles  from 
London,  but  invited  us  to  an  informal  conference 
there  on  the  22d.  W^  went  accordingly,  and  re- 
mained all  night.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
cordial  than  the  reception  given  to  us.  Mr.  Ro- 
binson and  Mr.  Goulburn  were  present.  The 
several  subjects  of  the  ne|;otiation  were  talked 
over  in  general  terms,  and  m  a  spirit  which,  we 
think,  promises  well  for  the  friendly  manner  in 
which,  at  all  events,  it  will  be  conducted. 

The  full  powers  of  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr. 
Goulburn  having  in  the  meantime  been  made  out, 
our  first  ofiicial  meeting  took  place  yesterdajr  at 
th«  office  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Nothing  of  im- 
poitance  passed,  beyond  a  recapitulation  of  the 
points  which  the  two  Governments  dearre  to  bring 
mto  discussion,  and  some  attempts  to  settle  the 
order  in  which  the  negotiation  should  proceed. 
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The  points  consist  of  mil  siieh  as  have  beeag^iven 
Id  charge  to  us,  and  whicli  h8?e  been  heretofore 
mentioned  in  my  despatches,  inclndiog  impress- 
ment, and  other  maritime  qaestions  incident  to  a 
state  of  war. 

I  content  myself  at  present  with  stating  thos 
MDerally.  for  the  President's  Information,  that 
the  ikegoliafion  has  opened.  What  relates  to  its 
progress  will,  I  presume,  no  longer  be  expected 
froafe  roe  singly,  but  in  joint  communications 
"With  Mr.  Gallatin. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  to  mention  that  the  point 

-  of  impressment  was  brought  forward  by  Lord 

Cmstlereagb.  at  the  first  mterview  held  at  bis 

house,  on  the  226.   The  next  meeting  takes  place 

to-morrow. 

There  are  some  of  the  points  which  must  stand 
.  still  until  we  are  in  possession  of  our  further  in- 
atrociions. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rtuh  to  the  Secretary  of 

State,  dated 

London,  October  12, 1818. 

At  the  joint  meeting  which  took  place  on  the 
9tb,  ttoihing  decisir e  was  determined  upon.  Pra- 
mising  that  no  opinion  which  I  give  at  this  stage 
of  the  negotiation  must  be  taken  as  at  all  bind- 
ing, I  will  barely  say  that  I  think  the  prospect  of 
ooming  to  any  agreement  on  an  article  regulating 
our  trade  with  the  West  Indies  grows  more  and 
more  fainu  We  are  to  have  another  conference 
to-morrow. 


Mxtnaet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rueh  to  the  Secretary  of 

StatOf  dated 

London,  Oeiober  19, 1818.^ 

I  hasten  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  President,  that,  at  a  conference  we 
have  this  day  had  with  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, from  which  I  have  just  returned,  it  has 
been  agreed  to  conclude  a  treaty,  comprehending 
an  arrangement  of  the  following  points: 

1st.  The  fisheries;  2d.  The  northwestern  bound- 
ary line;  3d.  That  about  Columbia  river;  4th. 
The  question  of  slaves ;  and  5th.  A  renewal  for 
ten  vears  of  the  present  commercial  convention. 

The  treaty  will  probably  be  reduced  to  form, 
and  signed  to-morrow. 


SxtraeU  of  a  letter  from  Meeere.  Gallatin  and  Rueh 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

London,  October  20, 1818* 
We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  coarention 

which  we  cooclnded  this  day  with  the  British 

Plenipotentiaries. 
Lord  Castiereagh  having  expressed  a  wish  that 

the  negotiations  might  be  opened  before  his  de« 

Firture  for  Aix-la-Cbapelle,  Mr,  Gallatin  left 
ari»  as  soon  as  he  had  received  our  full  powers, 
and  arrived  here  on  the  16th  of  August.  Our 
joint  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  of 
the  28th  of  July  did  not,  however,  reach  us  till 
the  3d  of  September.  We  had  long  eon versa- 
tiona  with  Lord  Castiereagh  at  his  cooatry  seat, 


on  the  32d  and  23d  of  August,  hut  ceold  not, 
owing  to  our  instructions  not  having  arrived, 
discuss  with  him  the  questions  of  the  fisheries 
and  of  the  West  India  intercourse.  He  left  Lon- 
don on  the  1st  of  September.  The  official  con* 
fereaces  had  begun  on  the  27th  of  August,  and, 
for  the  progress  of  the  negotiation,  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  protocol,  and 
documents  annexed  to  it,  and  of  two  unolKcial 
notes  sent  by  us  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
We  will  add  some  observatioas  on  the  several 
objects  embraced  by  the  convention. 

1.  FMeriee. 

We  sacceeded  in  securing,  besides  the  right  of 
taking  and  curing  fish  within  the  limits  desig- 
nated by  our  instructions  as  a  sttie  qua  tion,  tie 
liberty  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  of  the  Maadalen 
islands,  and  on  the  western  coast  of  Newfound- 
land, and  the  privilege  of  entering  for  shelter, 
wood,  and  water,  in  all  the  British  harbors  of 
North  America.  Both  were  suggested  as  impor- 
tant to  our  fishermen,  in  the  commuoieaiioos  on 
that  subject  which  were  transmitted  to  us  with 
our  instructions.  To  the  exception  of  the  exclu- 
sive riffhts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  we  did 
not  object,  as  it  was  virtually  implied  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  and  we  had  never,  anyr  more  than  the 
British  subjects,  enjoyed  any  right  there — the 
charter  of  that  company  having  l^en  j|ranted  in 
the  year  1670.  The  exception  applies  only  to 
the  coasts  and  their  harbors,  and  aoes  not  anect 
the  right  of  fishing  in  Hudson's  Bay  beyond  three 
milesTrom  the  shores,  a  right  which  could  not  ex- 
clusively belong  ta  or  be  granted  by,  any  nation. 

The  most  dimcult  part  of  the  negotiation  re- 
lated to  the  permanence  of  the  right.  To  obtain 
the  insertion  in  the  body  of  the  convention  of 
a  provision  declaring  expressly  that  that  right 
should  not  be  abrogated  by  war,  was  impractica- 
ble. Ail  that  could  be  done  was  to  express  the 
article  in  such  manner  as  would  not  render  the 
right  liable  to  be  thus  abrogated.  The  words 
**ior  ever"  were  inserted  for  that  purpose,  and  we 
also  made  the  declaration  annexed  to  the  proto- 
col of  the  third  conference,  the  principal  object 
of  which  was  to  provide  in  any  event  for  the  re- 
vival of  all  our  prior  rights.  The  insertion  of 
the  words  "for  ever"  was  strenuously  resisted. 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  urged  that,  in  case 
of  war,  the  only  effect  of  those  words  being  omit- 
ted, or  of  the  article  being  considered  as  abro- 
gated, would  be  the  necessity  of  inserting  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  a  new  article  renewing  thepreseot 
one ;  and  that,  after  all  that  had  passed,  it  would 
certainly  be  deemed  expedient  to  do  it,  in  what- 
ever manner  the  condition  was  now  expressed. 
We  declared  that  we  would  jiot  agree  to  any  ar- 
ticle oa  the  subject,  unless  the  words  were  pre- 
served, or  in  case  they  should  enter  on  the  proto- 
col a  declaration  impairiuff  their  effect. 

It  will  also  he  perceived  that  we  insisted  on  the 
clause  by  which  the  United  States  renounce  their 
right  to  the  fisheries  relinquished  by  the  conven- 
tion, that  clause  having  been  omitted  in  the  first 
British  ooante^projet.    We  insisted  on  it  with 
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the  Tiew,  1st.  Of  pf^rentiDc^  mny  implmtioB  tbac 
!tbe  fisheries  secured  to  us  were  a  new  grant,  and 
mf  placiog  the  permanence  of  the  rights  secured 
and  of  those  renounced  precisely  on  the  same 
footing.  3d.  Of  its  being  expressly  stated  that 
•our  reouneiation  extended  only  to  the  distance  of 
three  miles  from  the  coasts.  This  last  point  was 
•the  more  important,  as,  with  the  exception  of  the 
.  fishery  in  open  boats  within  certain  harbors,  it 
appeared,  from  the  communicatiotis  abovemen* 
•  tioned,  that  the  fishing  ground,  on  the  whole  coest 
of  Nova  Scotia,  is  more  than  three  miles  from 
the  shores ;  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  almost 
unirersally  close  to  the  shore  on  the  coasts  of 
.Labrador.  It  is  in  that  point  of  view  that  the 
:privilege  of  entering  the  jports  for  sfaeltec  is  useful, 
.  and  it  is  hoped  that,  with  that  provisioni  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  actual  fisheries  on  that 
coast  (of  No?a  Scotia)  will,  notwithstanding  the 
renunciation,  be  preserved. 

2.  Boundary  line. 

This  being  definitirely  fixed  at  the  forty -ninth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  Stony  mountains,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  repeat  the  arguments  whicn  were  urged  on 
that  subject.  The  attempt  was  again  made  to 
connect  with  it  an  article,  securing  to  the  British 
access  to  the  Mississippi,  and  the  ricbt  to  its  nar- 
i^ation.  We  declared,  and  entered  the  declare* 
'  tion  in  the  protocol,  that  we  could  not  agree  to 
the  articIe,<nor  to  any  that  would  Mnr  tie  Bri- 
tish in  contact  with  that  rirer.  The  British 
Plenipotentiaries  haviog,  by  the  protocol  of  the 
seventh  conference,  agreed  to  the  omission  of  the 
article,  that  point  is  also  definitirely  settled.  And 
it  may  be  obserred,  with  reference  to  the  treaty 
of  1783,  that,  if  the  United  States  have  not  se- 
cured to  themselres  the  whole  of  the  fisheries 
heretofore  enjoyed  within  the -jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  tney  bare  obtained  the  liberty  of 
ctiring  fish  on  a  part  of  the  southern  coast  of 
Ifewfoundland,  and  the  abandonment  of  an  in- 
convenient privilege  within  their  own. territory. 

3.  ColuvMa  jRiver. 

This  sabject  was,  during  the  whole  n^tiatton, 

4)OAnec4ed  by.  the  British  Plenipotetttiafics  with 

that  of  the  boundary  line.    They  appeared  alto- 

-gether  unwilling  to  agree  to  this  in  any  shape, 

'Sinless  some  .arrangement  was  made  with  ro^iect 

'tothe  country  westward  of  theStonymouiHalAs. 

This  inducen  ttsto  propose  an. extension  of  the 

boundary  line,  due  west,  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

We.  did  notaesercthat  the  United  States;  had  a 

perfect  right  :to  that  oountry,  but  insisted  that 

.  their  claim  was  at  least.good  against  Great  Brit- 

isiin.    The  forty-ninth  degreeof  north  latitude  had, 

in  jmrsaaaceof  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  been  fixed, 

.indefiaitely,  as  the  line  between  the  northern 

British  possessions  and  those  of  France,  inclu* 

ding  Loakiana,  now  a  part  of  oar  territories. 

There  was  no  reason  why,  if  the  two  'countries 

extended  their  claims  westward,  the  same  line 

ehould  not  be  eooiinued  to  the  Pacific  ocean.    So 

ihr  as  discoTcry  gave  a  elaiin,  ours  to  the  whole 

■country  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  river  was 


indisputable.    It  bad  derived  iu  name  from  thfit 
of  the  American  ship  commanded  by  Captain 
Gray,  who  had  first  discovered  and  entered  its 
moutn.    It  was  first  explored,  from  its  sources  to 
the  ocean,  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  and  before  the 
British  traders  from  Canada  had  reached  any  of 
its  waters;  for  it  was  now  ascertained  that  the 
river  Tacoutche  Tesse^  discovered  by  McKeazle, 
and  which  he  had  mistaken  for  the  Columbia, 
was  not  a  branch  of  this  river,  but  fell  into  the 
sound  called  the  "  Gulf  of  Georgia."    The  settle- 
ment at  the  place  called  Astoria  was  also  the  £rsc 
permanent  establishment  made  in  that  guarier. 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  asserted  that  for- 
mer voyages,  and  principally  that  of  Captain 
Cook,  ffave  to  Great  Briuin  the  righu  derived 
from  discovery;  and  they  alluded  to  purchases 
from  the  natives  south  of  the  river  Coluipbia, 
which  they  alleged  to  have  been  made  prior  to 
the  American  Revolution.    They  did  not  make 
any  formal  propnosition  for  a  boundary,  batjnti- 
mated  that  the  river  itself  was  the  most  conveat- 
ept  that  could  be  adopted,  and  that  they  would 
not  agree  to  any  that  did  not  give  them  the  har- 
bor at  the  monlh  of  the  river,  in  common  with 
the  United  States.    We  statca  that  we  cea4d  not 
agree  to  this,  but  expressed  our  readiness  and  oar 
wish  to  insert,  in  the  boundary  article,  a  proviso 
similar  to  what  had  been  prc^posed  on  Ibrtmr  oa* 
casioQs,  and  which  would  fteave  that  subject  opoa 
for  arrangement  hereafter.    To  this  they  would 
not  consent,  and  offered  the  article  annexed  to 
the  protocol  of  the  fifth  conference.    We  deeiarad 
that  we  preferred  not  signing  any  article  (or  the 
hottitdary  line  eastward  of  tae^Alenf  maimtaiaa 
to  acquiescing  in  tiiat  araaagement.    We  did  not 
know  with  precision  'What  value  our  Govern* 
ment  set  on  the  country  to  the  westward  of  thoae 
mountains,  but  we  were  not  authorized  to  enter 
into  any  agreement  which  would  be  tantamouat 
to  an  abandonment  of  the  claim  to  it.    It  was  at 
last. agreed,  but,  as  we  thought,  with  some  reluc- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries, 
.that  the  country  on  the  northwest  coast,. claimed 
by  either  party,  should,  without  prejudice  to  the 
claims  of  either,  and  for  a  limited  time,  be  opened, 
for  the  purpose  of  trade,  to  the  inhabitants  of  both 
coim tries.    The  importance  which  seems  to  have 
been  attached  to  that  subject  by  Great  Britain  in- 
duces a  belief  that  it  will  again  be  brought  for- 
ward, at  some  future  occasion,  with  a  view  to  a 
tMnitire  arrengement. 


4.  ^av^. 

After  having  referred  to  what  had  aiveadf 
passed  on  that  subject,  we  insisted  that  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  having,  in  nis  letter  to  Mr.  Adan&  of 
April  10, 1816,  declared  that  <'  the  Brkiah  Oov- 
«rnniiett t  would  not  resist  the  claim  of  the  Unilid 
Slates  to  iodemnifieatidn  ?for  elaves,  or  priirate 

Eroperty  belonging  to  their  citizens,  which  oMtid 
e  proved  to  have  been  in  places  directed  to  he 
restored  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  at  the  date  of 
the  ratifications,  and  to  have. been. afteewaids  re- 
moved;'' and  it  being  in  proof,  by  the  coreei- 
pondence  of  Captain  Clavelle.and  of  Admiral 
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Coekban,  thftt  tlaTes  ha4  been  remored  from 
Tangier  iMsnd  and  from  Camberland  island  sub- 
seoHient  to  the  ratificaiioDe,  the  claim  for  iadem- 
niocadon,  to  that  extent^  had  thus  been  aireadv 
foUf  admitted  bf  the  British  Gorernment.  With 
respect  to  slaTes  remoTed  on  ship-board  orerions 
to  the  ratifioations,  and  for  which  Lord  Castle* 
ranch  denied  that  our  claim  to  indemnity  eonld 
with  JQstiee  ejiteod,  we  niiged  that  such  of  our 
harbors  and  waters  as  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  at  tlie  date  of  the  ratifications  were 
alrictly  within  the  meaning  of  places  to  be  re- 
stored ;  that  they  we««  accordingly  actually  re- 
atored ;  and  it  necessarily  followed  that,  accord 
ing  to  Lord  Castlereagh's  construction,  the  Bri^ 
ish  were  bound  not  to  hare  carried  away  any 
alaTes  who  were  then  on  board  British  vessels 
lying  within  aor  such  harbors  or  waters. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  offered  as  a  sob- 
stitace  to  the  article  we  had  proposed  one  to  re* 
fer  the  subject  to  a  friendly  sovereign.  This  we 
could  not  reject,  as  the  proposal  had  originated 
with  the  United  States,  and  was  now  nnconneei- 
ed  with  the  questions  respectmg  the  boundary 
line  aad  the  dot umbia  river.  We  proposed  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  should  be  desiffoated  in 
the  article  as  the  umpire.  This  was  rejected,  on 
the  ground  that^  if  he  should  refuse  to  act,  the 
agreement  would  become  null ;  and  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient,  if  at  all  practicable,  to  provide  by 
the  article  for  that  contiogeacv,  so  as  to  secure 
the  object  in  view.  It  was  added  that  the  sov- 
ereign coold  be  fixed  opoa  at  a  future  day  by 
the  two  GovernmentB,  through  Nfr.  Rush  and 
Lord  Castlereagh. 

5.  Commercial  laterecune^ 
The  subject  of  the  intercourse  with  the  West 
•  Indies  was  fully  discussed,  aad,  not  thinking  our- 
selves authorized  to  accede  to  the  last  proposals 
of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  which,  are  an- 
nexed to  the  protocol  of  the  eighth  conference, 
an  entry  was  made  that  we  had  t^ken  them  ad 
Tffirendiim  to  our  Government.  The  negotia- 
tion being  kept  open,  in  that  respect,  we  agreed, 
in  conformity  with  o<tr  instructions,  to  an  article, 
coBtinoiog  in  force  Tor  tea  years  the  commereial- 
conrention  of  1815.  It  was  fully  undefvtood,  on 
both  sides,  that  if  no  agreement  should  be  ulti- 
mately concluded  with  respect  to  the  colonial 
intercoursB,  no  ground  of  complaint  would  arise 
on  account  of  aay  restrictive  measures  whatever 
that  the  United  States  might  adopt  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  aad  we  stated,  expressly,  that  such  meas* 
urea  would,  in  all  probability,  be  extended  to  the 
intereoo^ie  with  Bermuda  and  with  the  British 
northern  colonies ;  that,  if  the  direct  trade  with 
the  West  Indies  wae  not  allowed,  the  United 
States  would  not  be  disposed  to  suffer  it  to  be 
carried  on  through  any  other  internkediate  British 
port. 

It  appeared  erident  to  us,  both  from  our  in- 
structions and  from  the  act  of  Congress,  that  a 
perfect  reciprocity  and  ei|uality  must  be  the  ba- 
sis, as  well  as  a  ftae  qua  non,  of  aay  arrangement 
of  the  intercourse  with  the  West  ladies.    And 


we  understood  this  basis  to  embraae  the  ibll^w^* 
ing  obiects: 

1.  British  vessels  to  be  permitted  to  import' 
from  the  British  Weet  Inutes  into  the  United 
States,  and  to  export  from  the  United  States  t6 
the  British  West  Indtea,  only  such  articles  of  th« 
produce  of  the  said  West  Indies  and  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  respectively,  as  American  Teseela- 
should  be  permitted  to  export  from  and  to  im«i 
port  into  the  British  West  Indies. 

3.  The  duties  on  the  vessels  aad  on  thecar« 
goes  to  be  reciprocally  the  same,  whether  the . 
vessels  were  American  or  British. 

3.  The  duties  on  the  importation  of  Americaif 

E reduce  into  the  British  West  Indies  not  to  be 
igher  when  the  produce  was  imported  directly 
from  the  United  States  than  whea  imported  in 
a  circuitous  manner ;  with  a  reciprocal  condition 
for  the  importation  of  West  India  produce  into 
the  United  States. 

4i  The  intercdurse  in  British  vessels  to  ba  aU. 
lowed  only  with  such  West  India  ports  as  would 
be  opened  to  the  Americaa  vetsds; 

6.  The  British  vessels  allowed  to  carry  oa  that, 
trade  to  be  only  of  the  same  description  with  th» 
Amerioaa  vesseb  admiteed  ia  the  British  Werti 
Indies. 

To  that  basis,  as  thus  stated,  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries acceded^  Bat  when  the  further  de^ 
tails  of  the  proposed  amngement  were  taken  iato 
considerattott,  several  important  points  oecurrei 
which  had' not  been  contemplated  in  our  instroc* 
tions,  aad  on  which  we  were  not  sufficiently  a^ 
qoaiated  with  the  intentions  of  our  Government* 

The  basts  of  reciprocity  once  established,  was  it. 
proper  to  agree  to  a  direct  intereourse,  limited, 
OB  both  sides,  to  certain  articles  of  the  produea- 
either  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  West  indiea^ 
And  if  such  limitation  was  admissible,  to  whac» 
extent?  And  what  articles  might  we  consent  tv 
except? 

If  the  direct  intercourse-  was  thus  limited-  tv 
certain  articles^  would  aa  indirect  intereosine  be 
adaiissible,  betweea  the  United  Stales  and  Bev*- 
muda^  Nova  Scoria,  New  Brunswick,  emhraciag> 
articles  of  West  India  produce,  or  of  the  arodiice» 
of  the  United  Stales,  destined  for  the  West  Ia« 
diei,  other  than  were  admitted  to  be  imported  op 
exported  in  h  direct  manner? 

As  the  British  Qovernment  would:  retasO'  thai 
power  of  layini^duties  en  the  produce  of  the  Unl^ 
ted  States  imported  iato  the  West  Indiesi,  aad^ 
would  not  lay  any  on  similar  articles  imported 
therein  from  any  part  of  the  British  dommionsf 
onyhtwe  to  assent,  without  any  condition  or  ex« 
cepriott,  to  the  clause  annesed  to  the  irst  article^ 
foraaerly  proposed  by  that  Government,  aad  hf 
which  nohigher  duties  should  be  laid  respeetivelyi 
on  the  prodace  of  either  country,  than  on  simliap 
articles  imported  from  any  other  foreign  country? 

We  thought  it  safer  to  err  on  our  own  side  of 
the  question,  and  to  ask  for  more  than  perhape 
under  all  circumstances  we-  expected  to  obtain, 
rather  than  to  limit  our  demands  to  less  thaa 
might  be  intended  by  our  Qovernmeat.  The  ar« 
ticMs  which  we  proposed  at  the  third  confereoe^ 
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wen  drawn  with  that  view;  and  ibe  Britiib 
Plenipoteotiaries  immediately  stated  that  tbev 
were  inadmissible,  and  amounted  to  a  nu^n 
greater  departure  from  the  colonial  policy  of 
Great  Britain  than  she  was  prepared  to  allow. 
They  did  not  enter  into  any  abstract  defence  of 
that  policy,  but  they  strongly  urged  the  impossi* 
Irility  of  breaking  down,  at  once,  a  system  still 
favored  by  public  opinion,  and  supported  by  va- 
rious interests  which  could  not  be  disregarded. 
The  fish  and  lumber  of  the  northern  colonies,  the 
salted  proviaions,  and  even  the  flour  of  Ireland, 
the  shipping  interest,  and  that  of  non-residing 
W^cttt  India  planters,  were  all  alluded  to.  Havinc 
once  admitted  the  basis  of  perfect  reciprocity  with 
respect  to  the  direct  intercourse,  they  thought 
that  the  United  States  ought,  for  the  present,  to 
be  satisfied  with  an  arranffement  which  would 
Admit  a  considerable  number  of  articles  to  be 
carried  directly ;  that  they  should  not  insist  on 
the  exclusion,  in  the  intercourse  with  Halifai, 
St.  John's,  and  Bermuda,  of  those  articles  which 
might  not  be  included  in  the  list  of  those  admit- 
ted in  the  direct  intercodrse  with  the  West  Indies ; 
and  that  we  ought  not  to  object  to  the  natural 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  lay  protecting  duties  in 
favor  of  the  produce  of  her  own  possessions* 

We  admitted  that  the  last  principle,  as  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  was  unexceptionable,  but  ob- 
served, that  the  practical  effect  of  the  condition 
on  which  they  insisted  was  altogether  partial. 
Since  they  persevered  in  making  a  distinction 
between  the  intercourse  with  England  and  that 
with  her  colonies,  and-  even  between  that  with 
her  northern  American  colonies  and  that  with 
the  West  Indies,  the  United  States  must,  in  a 
commercial  view,  consider  them  as  so  many  dis- 
tinct countries.  As  no  other  foreign  country 
oottl4  supply  the  West  Indies  with  the  articles 
which  were  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  a 
condition  which  would  prevent  Great  Britain 
from  laying  higher  duties  on  that  produce  than 
on  similar  articles  the  produce  of  other  foreign 
eountries,  was  nugatory,  and  to  us  perfectly  use- 
less. There  was,  in  that  respect,  no  competition 
but  With  the  produce  of  the  British  possessions. 
We  found,  in  that  condition)  no  compensation 
lor  the  restriction  which  it  would  imp€»e  on  the 
United  States  to  lay  no  higher  duties  on  the  co- 
Iimial  oroduce  of  the  British  possessions  than  on 
that  oi  other  countries.  The  propriety  of  liroit- 
iflg  the  number  of  articles  to  be  carried  directly, 
Would  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  the  list 
wfaieh  might  be  proposed.  To  extend  it  to  other 
artielesi  in  the  circuitous  intercourse  through 
Halifax  and  Bermuda,  would  give  to  the  British 
the  exclusivecarriage  of  those  articles  from  those 
portv  to  the  West  lodies,  and  pke  verso,  and  be 
inconsistent  with  the  avowed  object  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^-^that  of  an  equal  participation  in  the 
MYigaiion  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the 
articles  of  which  their  trade  with  the  West  In- 
dies, as  allowed  by  Great  Britain,  actually  con- 
sisted. Tet  we  were  disposed  to  pay  due  reoard 
to  the  various  considerations  which  had  been 
prcseniad  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  listen  to  any 


specific  proposals  she  might  be  prepared  to  make. 
No  part  of  the  articles  we  had  offered  was,  with 
the  exception  of  the  basis  of  perfect  reciprocity^ 
to  be  considered  as  an  ultimatum.  We  would, 
however,  say  that  we  could  not  assent  to  anr 
article  which  did  not  admit,  on  the  one  hanoi 
naval  stores  and  the  whole  of  our  lumber,  and, 
on  the  other,  salt,  molasses,  and,  besides  rum.  a 
limited  quantity  of  sugar  and  coffee,  amongst  tke 
articles  of  the  airect  trade. 

With  respect  to  duties,  after  having  suggested 
without  success  that  a  maximum  of  those  in- 
tended for  the  protection  of  the  produce  of  the 
British  dominions  might  be  agreecl  on,  we  stated 
that  there  were  at  least  two  provisions  which 
could  not  be  objected  to,  viz.,  that  the  United 
States  should  reipaia  at  liberty  to  lay  higher  du- 
ties on  the  colonial  produce  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions than  on  that  of  those  countries  where  we 
were  or  might  be  recetred  on  better  terms  than 
in  the  British  West  Indies;  and  that  the  condi- 
tion which  would  preclude  generally  such  higher 
duties  being  laid  should  not  apply  to  the  West 
India  articles  not  admitted  to  be  exported  directly 
theiefrom  in  American  vessels  to  the  United 
Slates. 

The  result  of  several  free  conversations  was, - 
that,  as  it  was  altogether  improbable  that  we 
could,  at  this  time,  coine  to  a  definitive  arrange- 
ment, the  British  Plenipotentiaries  should  offer 
an  article  with  the  intention  of  its  being  referred 
to  our  Government. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this,  that  they  admit 
the  principle  of  reciprocity;  that  the^  make  no 
exception  with  respect  to  the  description  of  ves- 
sels ;  that,  giving  up  the  article  formerly  proposed 
for  Turk's  I4and,  they  also  admit  that  vessels 
employed  in  the  trade  may  touch  from  one  port 
to  another,  ahd  that  to  the  list  of  articles  formerly 
proposed  are  added  naval  stores,  shingles,  and 
staves,  and  a  more  general  description  of  provis- 
ions. They  continue  to  except  altogether,  on 
the  one  hand,  sugar  and  coffee,  and,  on  the  other, 
salted  fish  and  provisions,  and  every  other  species 
of  lumber  but  shingles  and  staves.  The  only  es- 
sential difftfrence  between  this  list  of  articles  and 
that  proposed  for  the  intercourse  with  Bermuda 
and  the  northern  colonies  consists,  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
lumber  not  admitted  in  the  direct  intercourse; 
for  salted  fish  and  provisions  are  eaually  exclu- 
ded from  both ;  but  it  is  proposed  that  not  onlf 
sugar  and  coffee,  but  also  all  articles  of  the  pro- 
duce or  manufacture^  of  any  of  the  British  do- 
minions, should  be  admitted  through  that  indi- 
rect channel  into  the  United  States.  We  stated, 
when  we  received  the  article,  that  it  ought  fo 
embrace  only  American  products,  and  that  the 

1>roposal  was  certainly  inadmissible  so  far  as  re- 
sted to  East  India  articles. 

With  respect  to  the  ports  they  offer  in  the 
West  Indies,  they  are  the  same  with  those  pro- 
posed by  us,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Christo- 
pher's, St.  Lucia,  Demarara,  Esequibo,  and  Ber- 
bice.  The  three  last  had  been  ai  first  intended 
to  be  included,  but  were  ultimately  omitted  by 
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the  British  PleaipoteiiimricA,  for  retiana  cod- 
Dccted,  B5  thef  aaid,  with  their  eDgagements  with 
Holland. 

We  eaoDot  state  what  tOMj  be  considered  as 
an  uhimatttin  in  that  proposal.  We  tre,  how* 
eTer,'indQced  to  believe  that  thef  will  persevere 
in  exeladiog  sugar  and  some  species  of  Inmber 
from  the  direct,  and  salted  fish  and  provisions 
from  both  the  direct  and  indirect  intercourse; 
that  they  will  insist  on  having  some  articles  ad- 
mitted in  that  indirect,  which  shall  be  excluded 
from  the  direct  intercourse;  and  that  thejrwiU 
be  tenacious  on  being  placed  on  the  footing  of 
the  most  favored  nation.  They  will  also  cer* 
tainiy  insist  that  vessels  from  Qreat  Britain  may 
touch  at  any  port  in  the  Uniced  Siates,  and  take 
cargoes  for  the  West  Indies  of  such  articles  as 
mav  be  admitted  in  the  direct  trade.  Without 
Bucn  provision  (which  would  be  made  reciorocal, 
although  only  nominally  so,^  it  is  supposea  here, 
that,  consideriDf  our  proximity,  to  admit  oar 
vessels  to  a  participafion  on  an  eoual  footing  in 
the  trade  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
West  Indies,  would,  in  fact,  give  the  latter  the 
whole  navigation  connected  with  that  trade.  It 
must,  at  the  same  time,  be  observed,  that  the  pro- 
posal being  intended  for  reference,  and  not  for 
immediate  discussion,  the  British  Plenipotentia- 
ries may  have  been  cautious  not  to  go  too  far. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  hope  that,  if  our  negotiation 
does  not  pave  the  way  for  a  definitive  arrange- 
ment, it  will  at  least  have  served  to  make  our 
Qovernment  better  acquainted  with  the  disposi- 
tions of  this,  and  may  afford  some  assistance 
with  respect  to  the  further  proceedings  which 
may  be  thought  expedient. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  British 
Gtoveroment  would  not  assent  to  any  article  on 
the  subject  of  the  intercourse  by  land  and  inland 
navigation  with  Canada,  which  would  substan- 
tially differ  from  that  already  twice  rejected,  and 
that  they  would  not  even  agree  to  a  provision 
securing  to  us  the  right  of  taking  our  produce  in 
our  own  boats  or  vessels  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
ae  far  as  Montreal,  and  down  the  river  Cbambly 
aa  far  as  the  river  8t.  Lawrence,  we  thought  it 
altogether  unnecessary  to  make  any  proposal  on 
that  subject,  on  which,  indeed,  we  were  not  par- 
ticularly instruated. 

No.  1. 

Pjvtoeol  Qftk$Jir$t  om^erenu  heti^ten  the  Amerir 
can  aw  Briiiak  rienipoientiaruM^  held  at 
WhiiehaUy  an  the  27th  of  AuguU,  1818. 

Present:  Mr.  Qallatin  and  Mr.  Rush.  Aneri^ 
can;  and  Mr.  Robinson  aod  Mr.  Goolburo, 
British. 

The  Pleni|»otentiaries  presented  and  exchanged 
their  respective  full  powers. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  discustions  should  be 
earried  on  by  conference  and  protocol,  with  the 
ioaertion  in  the  protocol  of  such  written  docu- 
ments as  either  party  might  deem  necessary,  for 
the  purpose  of  recording  their  sentiments  in 
detail. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  stated  that  they 


were  ready  to  proceed  at  onee  to  the  stgaatare  of 
a  treaty,  renewing  the  commercial  convention  of 
1815  as  it  stands ;  or,  that  if  the  American  Pleai- 
potentiaries  should  j^refer  to  delay  the  aigoature 
of  such  a  treaty  of  renewal  till  more  pr(meaa 
should  have  been  made  in  the  discussion  of  the 
other  topics  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  two 
Governments  to  arrange,  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  the  adoption  of  that  course.  But  it  was 
explicitly  stated  by  the  British  Plenipotentiariet, 
that,  with  respect  to  all  those  other  topics  of  dia» 
cusston,  whether  purely  commercial,  or  partaking 
more  of  a  political  character,  they  were  instructed 
not  to  consent  to  any  partial  or  separate  consid- 
eration of  them,  nor  to  select  any  one  in  particu- 
lar, as  an  appendage  to  a  renewal  of  the  existing 
commercial  convention. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  acquiesced  ia 
the  division  of  the  subject,  repreaented  by  tha 
British  Plenipotentiaries  to  be  essential,  but 
stated  it  to  be  their  desire  not  to  sign  the  treatf 
of  renewal  (or  the  present.  It  was,  however, 
agreed  that  the  eventual  signature  of  that  instru- 
ment should  not  be  made  contingent  upon  a  sec- 
tleroent  of  the  other  points,  and  both  parties 
declined  bringing  forward  any  proposed  modiA- 
cation  of  it. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  agaia  on  Saturday  at 
two  o'clock. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  JOHN  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

No.  2. 

Protocol  of  the  eecond  co^ertnu  held  between 
the  American  and  Britieh  PlenipoienHarite^eU 
WMtehaU,  on  the  29th  ofAuguet,  1818. 

Present:  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  BAr.  Robin* 
son,  Mr.  Goulborn. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  agreed  upon  and  signed 
the  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference.  Some 
general  conversation,  then  ensued  upon  some  of 
the  different  topics  of  discussion. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  stated  that, 
whenever  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  were  pre- 
pared to  submit  their  project  on  the  impressment 
question,  they  (the  American  Plenipotentiaries) 
would  bring  forward  their  proposition  respecting 
the  other  maritime  points ;  but  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  bring  those  topics  before  the  conferences 
at  all,  unless  the  impressment  of  seamen  was  to 
be  discussed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  conference  should 
take  place  on  September  4th. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  JOHN  ROBINSON. 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

No.  3. 

Protocol  of  the  third  conferenu  held  between  fA« 
American  and  BrttM  Plenipotentiariee,  ol 
WhitehaU,  on  the  nth  day  of  September,  1818. 

Present :  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  Gtoulbnrn* 
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The  eooHirtaee  fiie4fortke4tli  iiituot  btLTina 
been  adjoaroed  by  mttoal  ooment,  it  wmm  hem. 
thii  dtty. 

TIte  pnMoeol  of  the  preotding  coofertMc  wfe» 
agreed  upon  and  siffned. 

The  A«ietioaD  PlfcaipoteatiarieB,  after  some 
peerioiu  eiplanation  of  the  nature  of  the  propo* 
sitioae  whioh  they  weve  about  to  make,  sabmttted 
the  fire  aanezed  articles,  (A,  B,  C,  and  D,)  upon 
the  fisheries,  the  boaadary  line,  the  West  India 
interooune,  that  of  Novm  Sootia  and  New  Druo** 
wick;  and  the  captared  slaves.  The  two  first  ar^ 
tiell>s  they  stated  to  he  dravo  as  permanent ;  and 
thev  accompanied  that  respecting  the  fisheries 
with- the  annexed  explanatory  memorandiMD«(BL) 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  snbmitted  the 
annexed  projet  of  articles  respecting  the  impress* 
DMot  of  seamen,  (F.) ;  and  they  expressed  their 
cooriotion  that  a  consideration  of  these  articles 
would,  under  all  the  circumstances'  of  difficulty 
wiidi- 'which  the  question- is  inrolred,  satisfy  the 
American  Pienipetentiaries  of  the  siaeere  and 
eaniest  disposition  of  the  Briiieh  Qovemment  to 
go  to  every  practmable  length  in  a  joint  effort  to 
remove  ail  existing  cansas  of  difference,  and  to 
qonneec  the  two  eountrlea  in  the  firmest,  ties  of 
harmony  and  good  understanding. 

T^9  American  Plenipotentiaries  declared  that 
they  received  the  proposition  entirely  in  the  same 
spirit;  and  then  Drought  forward  the  annexed 
articles,  (Q,)  relating  to  other  maritime  points, 
whicb^ao  toe  Ibrmer  eon/eveoce^  they  had  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  producing. 

They  also  submitted  three  other  articles,  as 
annexed,  respecting  wrecks,  &c.  (H.) 

I(  was  agreed  to  meer  on  Friday,  the  dfith 
iiiitaM. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH. 
FRED.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HBNRY  QOULBURN. 

AvriOLsA. 

Whfreaa  differences,  have  arisen  respecting  the 
liberty  claimed  by  the  United  States  for  the  in* 
habltaau  thereof  to  Uke,  dry,  and  eure^sb  on 
certain  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America ;  It  is 
agreed:  between  the  high  contracting  parties  that 
the  inhabiunts  of  the  said  United  States  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolested,  forever,  the  liberty 
to  take  fish,  of  every  kind,  on  that  part  of  the 
southern  coast  of  Newfoundland  which  extends 
from  Cape .  Ray  to  the  Ramea  islands,  and  the 
western  and  norlJiern  coast  of  NewA>andland, 
from  the  said  Cape  Ray  to  ftptrpon  Island,  on 
the ;  lifrgdalen  islands ;  and  also  on-  the  coasts, 
bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  fhim  Mount  Joli,  on  the 
sootnern  coast  of  Labrador,  to  and  through  the 
Straits  of  Belleisle,  and  thence,  northwardly,  in- 
deittitd^j  along  the  coast}  and  that  the  Ameri- 
can fishermen  shall  also  hfrve  liberty  forever  to 
dry  and  core  fish  in  any  of  the  «aseuled  bays, 
herhors.  and  creeks  of  the  southeBa  peat  of  the 
coast  or  Newfoundland  here  above  desoriliid,  of 


the  Magdalen  idande,Mid  of  liabrader,  as  heve^ 
aboive  deeceibed;  bat  so  soon  aa  the  same,  of 
either  of  them,  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be. 
lawftil  for  tbe  said  fishermen  todry  or  cure  fish 
at  aooh  settlement,  without  previous  agreement 
foe  that  pmrpeee  with  the  inhabliantBi  proprie^ 
torsi  or  poesessors  of  the  ground ;  and  the  United 
Skaiee  hereby  renounce  any  liberty  heretofore 
enjoyed  or  claimed  by  the  inhabitants  thereof  to. 
take,  dry,  or  cure  fish  on  or  within  three  marine 
miles  of  any  of  the  coasts,  bays,  creeks,  and  har- 
bors of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
America  not  included  within  the  ahove«men« 
tioned  limits :  Provided,  hawmer,  That  the  Ame* 
ricaa  fiahenuen  siull  be  admtued  to  enter  such 
bays  and  harbors  for  the  purpose  only  of  obtain- 
ing sheloer,  wood,  water,  aad  bait,  but  under  such 
restrietio&s  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  their 
drying  .or  curing  fish  therein,,  or*  in  aay  other 
manner  abusing  the  privUege  hereby  reserred  to 
them. 

AetiglbB. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawo  due  north  or 
sooth,  as  the  ease  may  reqnire,  from  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lhke  of  the  Woods, 
until  itsball  intersect  the  forty  •ninth  parallel  of 
north  latitude^  and  from  the  point  of  such  inter* 
section,  due  west,  along  and  with  the  said  paral* 
lei)  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the- 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  thoise  of  Hia. 
Britannic  Majesty  to  the  westward  of  the  said 
lake;  and  that  the  said  line  shall  form  the  nonh* 
era  boundary  of  the  said  territories  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  southern  boundary  of  His  Britaa* 
nic  Majesty's  said  territories,  from  the  said  lake 
to  the  Pacific  ocean;  it  being,  however,  dis- 
tincdy  understood  thai,  with  respect  to  the  terri^ 
tories  situated  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Amer* 
ica^  or  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains,  the* 
two  high  eon trac ting  parties  intend  hereby  to  de* 
fine  the  extent  of  their  respective  clmms  ao  far 
only  as  relates  to  the  two  parties,  and  withoui 
reference,  to  the  claims  of  any  other  nation. 

TJm  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries,  resaec* 
tively,  shall  have  liberty  fireelv  to  come  with  their 
ships  and  cargoes  to  all  such  places^  ports,  and 
rivers,  on  the  nocthwestcoast  of  America*  as  bn* 
long  to  or  itiay  be  in  the  posaessinn  of  either  of. 
the  two  high  contracting  parties,  and  shall  be 
admitted  and  treated,  with  respect  to  their  said 
ships  and  cargoes,  and  to  trade  geuerally^  on  the- 
same  term^  andin  the  same  manncr'as  tfaciilbab- 
itants,  vessels^  and  cargoes  of  the  country  owning 
oc  hanng  possemion  of  such  places,  poiis^  or 
rirers*  The  navigatian  of  the  cirers  that  fall 
into  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  which  may  be  inter-- 
sected  by  tbe  line  of  aemarcatiooaforesaidf  shall, 
from  the  sources  of  such  branches  as  may  be  thui- 
interaected,  to  the  ocean,  remain  fVee  and  open  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  sub* 
jeots  of  Qreat  Britaio.  But  both  parties  reser?e 
to  themselves  tbe  power  of  regulating,  each  with,- 
ia  their  respective  territories,  the  right  to  tbe  na* 
vigation  of  the  rivers  that  rail  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  or  into  Hudson's  Bay. 
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BeliXtiotiB  vUK  Qrte^t  Britain* 


Artiolb  C. 

It  is  agreed  that  vessels  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  liberty  to  import  from  aoy  of  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  to  which  any  foreign  vessels 
are  permitted  to  come,  into  any  of  the  following 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  viz:  the  ports  of  Kinsstoo,  Savannah 
La  Mar,  Montego  bay,  Santa  Lucia,  Antdnio, 
Saint  Anne,  Falmouth)  and  Porto  Maria,  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica ;  the  port  of  San  Joseph,  in  the 
island  of  Trinidad ;  the  p^rt  of  Scarborough,  in 
tJKC  island  of  Tobago;  the  port  of  St.  George,  in 
the  island  of  Graaada  i  the  port  of  Kingston,  in 
the  island  of  St.  Vincent ;  the  port  of  Bridge- 
t#wji,  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes;  the  principal 
port  in  the  island  of  St.  Lucia ;  the  port  of  Ros- 
seau,  in  the  island  of  Dominiea;  the  port  of  St. 
John's,  in  the  island  of  "Antigua  ^  the  port  of  Bas* 
seterre,  in  the  island  of  St.  Christopher's;  the 
port  of  Road  Harbor^  in  the  island  of  Tortola  $ 
tba  principal  port  of  Turk's  Island ;  the  port  of 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence ;  the 
port  of  Pittstown,  in  Crooked  Island ;  the  princi- 
pal port  of  the  island  of  Bermuda ;  th«  principal 
port  ip  the  colony  of  Demarara,  and  the  principal 
port  in  the  colony  of  Berhice,  tobacco,  naval 
stores,  Itva  stoek,  and  every  species  of  provisibna 
and  loQAber,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufacture of  the  United  States;  and  the  said 
vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  import  in  the 
same  manner  every  other  article  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  State?, 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  above-men- 
tioned British  islands  and  colonies  shall  not  be 
entirely  prohibited  from  every  other  place  what- 
ever, if  of  the  growth^  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  the  United  States,  and  from  every  other  for- 
eign country  or  place,  if  of  the  growth,  produee, 
or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  country  or 
place.  The  said  vessels  coming  directly  Irom 
any  of  the  aforesaid  poru-of  the  United  States 
shall  likewise  have  liberty  to  eiport  from  any  of 
the  aforesaid  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  do- 
minions to  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  sugar,  coffee,  molasses,  and  salt,  being 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
above-mentioned  British  islands  and  colonies; 
and  the  said  vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  ex- 
porty  in  the  same  manaer,  any  other  article  of  the 
said  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  from  the  said  British  islands 
and  colonies  to  ever^.  other  foreign  country  or 
place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited :  Pratnded, 
however,  That  the  quantity  of  sugar  and  coffee 
which  may  be  thus  exported  shall  not,  for  each 
vessel,  exceed  the  rate  of  five  hundred  weight  of 
both  together  for  each  ton  of  the  burden  of  such 
vessel. 

British  ve«sels  shall  in  the  same  manner,  have 
liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions,  iato  any 
of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States,  sugar, 
coQee,  molasses,  and  salt,  being  of  the  growth, 
produce^  or  manufacture  of  the  above-mentioned 
British  islands  and  eoloniet;  and  the  said  vesaeU 
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shall  also  have  liberty  to  import,  in  the  saope 
manner,  any  other  article  of  the  said  growth,  pro- 
duce, ur  manufacture,  the  exportation  of  which 
from  the  said  islands  and  colonies  to  the  United 
States  sliall  be  allowed  in  vessels  of  the  Unite^ 
States^  and  the  importation  of  which  into  the 
said  Uaited  States  from  every  foreign  cQuntry  o^ 
place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited :  Providei^ 
h&wever.  That  the  quantity  of  sugar  and  cofb^ 
which  may  be  thus  imported  shall  not  exceed,  for 
each  Vessel,  the  rate  of  five  hundred  weight  of 
both  together,  for  each  ton  of  the  burden  of  such 
vessel.  The  said  vessels,  coming  directly  froqd 
any  of  the  afpresaid  ports  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  shall  likewise  have  liberty  to 
export,  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the 
United  States  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  Hia 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions,  tobacco,  naval 
stores,  live  stock,  and  every  species  of  provision^ 
and  lumber,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States;  and  the  said 
vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  export,  in  tha 
same  manner,  every  other  article^  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  the 
importation  of  which  into  the  said  British  porta 
from  the  said  United  States  shall  be  allowed  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the  exportation 
of  which  from  the  said  United  States  to  every 
foreign  country  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  pro- 
hibited. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party, 
as  above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  other 
or  higher  duties  or  charges  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports  by  the  vessels  of  such  other  party; 
and  they  shall  have  liberty,  respectively,  to  touch, 
during  the  same  voyage,  at  oae  or  more  of  the 
ports  above  mentioned  or  the  other  party,  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  their  inward,  or  of  taking 
on  board  their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the 
imporution  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  the 
articles  which  may  be  imported  therein  by  virtue 
of  this  articl^  when  imported  in  British  vessels, 
than  when  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  nor  when  imported  directly  from  the 
above-meniioaed  ports  of  His  Britannic  Migee* 
ty's  dominions,  than  when  imported  in  a  circui- 
tous manner.  And  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall 
be  paid  on  the  importation  into  the  above-meo^ 
mentioned  porta  of  His  Britannic  Majeaty'a  do- 
minions, of  any  of  the  articles  which  may  be 
imported  therein  by  virtue  of  this  articloj  when 
imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
when  imported  in  British  vessels,  tot  when  im- 
ported directly  from  the  United  States,  than  when 
imported  in  a  circuitous  manner. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
bounties  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exporution  of 
any  articles  which  may,  by  virtue  of  this  article, 
be  exported  either  from  the  above-mentioned 
British  islands  and  colonies  to  the  United  States, 
or  from  the  said  United  States  to  the  said  islands 
apd  colonies,  whether  such  exportation  shall  be 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British  vea* 
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gels.  Aod  the  articles  thas  exported  tballj  in  the 
^ominioDs  of  both  parties,  respectively,  pay  the 
same  duties,  and  be  allowed  the  same  bounties  oa 
the  exportation  thereof,  as  when  exported  to  any 
0ther  foreign  country  or  place  whatever. 

Article.  Hritlsh  vessels  shall  have  liberty  to 
export  from  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
Id  which  any  foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to 
come,  to  the  ports  of  Halifax,  in  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  province  of  Nova  Scotia;  to  the  port 
of  St.  John's,  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's  province 
•f  New  Brunswick;  and  to  any  other  port  within 
the  said  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Bruns- 
wick, to  which  vessels  of  any  other  foreign  nation 
shall  be  admitted,  any  article  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  the 
importation  of  which  from  the  said  United  States 
into  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  the 
West  Indies  and  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  shall  be  allowed  in  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  virtue  of  the  next  preceding  article 
of  this  treaty,  and  the  exportation  of  which  from 
the  United  States  to  every  other  foreign  country 
or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited;  and  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  shall,  in  like  manner, 
have  liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the  aforesaid 
ports  of  the  United  States^  into  any  of  the  afore- 
said ports  within  the  said  provinces  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  any  of  the  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  said 
United  States,  the  exportation  of  which  from  the 
said  United  States  to  the  said  provinces  shall  be 
allowed  in  British  vessels,  and  the  importation  of 
which  into  the  said  provinces  from  every  other 
foreign  country  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited. 

British  vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  import 
from  any  of  the  said  ports  within  the  provinces 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  into  any  of 
the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States^  gypsum 
and  grindstones  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  said  provinces ;  and  they  shall  likewise  have 
liberty  to  import  in^he  same  manner  any  other 
article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  said  provinces,  th^  exportation  of  which  from 
the  said  provinces  to  the  United  States  shall  be 
allowed  in  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
importation  of  which  into  the  said  United  States 
from  every  other  foreiffn  country  shall  not  be 
altogether  prohibited.  And  vessels  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  export  from  the  said 
provinces  to  the  said  United  States  gypsum  and 
grindstones,  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
said  provinces ;  and  they  shall  likewise  have  lib- 
erty to  export,  in  the  same  manner,  any  other 
article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  the  said  provinces,  the  exportation  of  which 
to  every  other  foreign  country  shall  not  be  en- 
tirely prohibited. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party, 
as  above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  other  or 
higher  duties  or  charges  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports  by  the  vessels  of  such  other  party. 
The  same  duties  shall  also  be  paid,  respectively, 


in  the  dominions  of  both  parties  on  the  importa- 
tion and  on  the  exportation  of  the  articles  which 
maj  be  imported  or  exported  bv  virtue  of  thfs 
article,  and  the  same  bounties  shall  also  be  allow- 
ed on  the  exportatioi^  thereof,  whether  such  im- 
portation or  exportation  shall  oe  in  vessels  of  the 
United  States  or  in  British  vessels. 

Article  D. 
Whereas  complaints  have  been  made  by  divert 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  that  several 
slaves,  their  private  property,  were  carried  away 
from  the  United  States,  contrary  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity  concluded  at  Ghent,  between  the  two 
high  contracting  parties,  on  the  twenty-fourth  daf 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  it  is  agreed  that  full  compensation  shall 
be  made  by  the  British  Government  to  the  said 
complainants  for  all  slaves,  their  private  property, 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica* 
ttons  of  the  said  treaty,  were  in  any  territories, 
places,  or  possessions,  whatsoever,  directed  by  the 
said  treaty  to  be  restored  to  the  United  States, 
but  then  still  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  and 
who  were  afterwards  removed  or  carried  awaf 
by  the  said  forces,  whether  such  slaves  as  afore* 
said  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on  shore  or  on 
board  any  vessels  lyin|[  in  waters  which,  being 
within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  were  to  be  restored  to  them.  And,  for 
tire  purpose  of  truly  ascertaining  the  number  and 
value  of  the  said  slaves,  three  commissioners 
shall  be  appointed,  and  authorized  to  meet  and 
act  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  one 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  thereof,  and  one  by  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty ;  and  the  said  two  commissioners  shall  agree 
on  the  choice  of  a  third ;  or,  if  they  cannot  so 
agree,  they  shall  each  propose  one  person ;  and, 
of  the  two  names  so  proposed,  one  shall  be  drawn 
by  lot,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  original  com- 
missioners. The  three  commissioners  thus  ap- 
pointed shall  first  meet  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, but  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  place 
to  place,  as  they  shall  see  eause.  They  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  seeretarv,  and,  before  proceed- 
ing to  act,  shall,  respectively,  take  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  in  the  presence  of  each  other; 
which  oath  or  affirmation,  being  duly  taken  and 
attested,  shall  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their 
proceedings;  that  is  to  say :  **  I,  A.  B.,  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  -— > 
article  of  the  treaty  of  — ^,  between  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  do  solemnlf 
swear  [or  affirm]  that  I  will  diligentlv,  impar- 
tially, and  earefolly  examfne,  and,  to  the  best  of 
my  jodffment,  according  to  justice  and  equity, 
decide  all  soeh  complaints  or  applications  as,  un- 
der the  said  article,  shall  be  preferred  to  the  said 
commissioners."  Two  of  the  said  commissioners 
shall  constitute  a  board,  provided  they  be  those 
named  by  the  respective  Governments;  and  va- 
cancies, caused  by  death  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
filled  op  in  the  manner  of  the  original  appoint- 
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ments;  and  the  new  eommitsioners  ihall  take  the 
Mine  oath  or  affirmation,  and  do  the  same  daties. 
Twelre  months,  from  the  day  on  which  the  said 
commissioners  shall  form  a  board,  are  assigned 
f^t  receiving^  complaints  and  applications;  but 
they  are,  nevertheless,  aathorizea,  in  any  partic- 
ular cases  in  which  it  shall  appear  to  them  rea- 
aonable  and  jastj  to  extend  the  said  term  for  any 
term  not  eiceediog  six  months  after  the  expira- 
tion thereof.  la  examining  the  complaints  and 
applicatioos  preferred  to  them  by  the  owners  of 
aiares,  or  their  lawful  atlorneys  or  representa- 
tives^ the  said  commissioners  are  empowered  and 
required,  in  pursuance  of  the  true  intent  and 
meaniD^  of  tnis  article,  to  examine,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  all  such  persons  as  shall  come  before 
them,  toucniug  the  real  number  and  Yalue  of  the 
slaves  alleged  to  have  been  carried  away  as  afore- 
said ;  and  also  to  receive  in  evidence,  according 
as  they  may  think  consistent  with  equity  and 
justice,  written  depositions,  being  duly  authenti- 
cated, either  according  to  existing  legal  forms,  or 
in  such  other  manner  as  the  said  commissioners 
shall  see  cause  to  require  or  allow. 

The  award  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  final  and  con- 
clusive, whether  as  to  the  number,  the  value,  or 
the  ownership  of  the  slaves  carried  away  as  afore- 
said. And  His  Britannic  Majesty  undertakes  to 
cause  the  sum  awarded  to  each  and  every  owner, 
in  lieu  of  his  slave  or  slaves,  as  above  described, 
to  be  paid,  wftbout  deduction,  at  such  time  or 
times,  and  at  such  place  or  places,  as  shall  be 
awarded  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  on  con- 
dition of  such  releases  being  given  as  they  shall 
direct:  Provided.  That  no  such  payments  shall 
be  fixed  to  take  place  sooner  than  twelve  months 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  this  treaty.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  par- 
ties; such  agreement  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 
And  all  other  expenses  attending  the  execution 
of  the  commission  shall  be  defrayed  jointly  by 
the  two  parties,  the  same  bein^  previouslv  ascer- 
tained and  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
missioners. 

E. 

fhfjpianatary  Mmnerandiim, 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  presented  for 
consideration  an  article  on  the  subject  of  eeruin 
fisheries*  They  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that,  as 
the  United  States  considered  the  liberty  of  uk- 
ing,  drying,  and  coring  fish,  secured  to  them  by 
the  treatjr  of  peace  of  1783.  as  being  unimpaired, 
and  still  in  force  for  the  whole  extent  of  the  fish- 
cries  in  question,  whilst  Great  Britain  considered 
that  liberty  as  having  been  abrogated  by  war; 
and  as,  by  the  article  now  proposed,  the  United 
States  offered  to  desist  from  their  claim  to  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  th^  said  fisheries,  that  offer  was 
made  with  the  understanding  that  the  article  now 
proposed,  or  any  other  on  the  same  sobiect  which 
naight  be  agreed  on,  should  be  considerea  as  perma- 


nent, and,  like  one  for  fixing  boundaries  between 
the  territories  of  the  two  parties,  not  to  be  abro* 
'  gated  by  the  mere  fact  of  a  war  between  them ; 
or  that,  if  vacated  by  anv  event  whatever,  the 
rights  of  both  parties  should  revive  and  be  in  full 
force,  as  if  such  an  article  had  not  been  agreed  to. 

F. 

flis  Majesty  the  Kins  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  dbc,  dbc,  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be- 
ing aaimated  with  an  equal  desire  to  remove,  by 
amicable  reffolations,  the  inconveniences  whicn 
have  arisen  from  the  difficulty  of  discriminating 
between  the  subjects  of  the  two  Powers,  respect- 
ively, have  determined  to  proceed,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  rights  of  either  Power,  to  frame  sncli 
conventional  arrangements  as  may  obviate  the 
evils  which  might  hereafter  again  result  from  the 
circumstances  above  stated  to  the  public  servicci 
the  commerce,  or  subjects  of  either  of  the  con- 
traetiag  parties.  In  pursuance  of  so  desirable  aa 
object,  his  said  Majesty  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  have  nominated  Plenipotentiaries 
to  discuss  and  sign  a  treaty  to  this  effect. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland  has  nominate  the 
Right  Honorable  Frederick  John  Robinson,  dbc, 
dbc.,  dbc.,  and  Henry  Qoulburn,  Esq.,  dbc,  dbc;^ 
&e. ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
nominated  Albert  CJallatin,  Esq.,  dbo.,  ^c,  ftc^ 
and  Richard  Rush,  Esq..  who,  having  exchangea 
their  full  powers,  fouoa  in  good  and  due  form, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

AaT.  1.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage 
and  bind  themselves  to  adopt  without  dday,  and 
in  the  nunner  that  may  nest  correspond  with 
their  respective  laws,  such  measures  as  may  be 
most  effectual  for  excluding  the  natural  born  sub- 
jects of  either  party  from  serving  in  the  public  or 
private  marine  of  the  other:  Pronided^  alwaff, 
That  nothing  contfaiaed  in  this  article  shall  be 
understood  to  apply  to  such  natural  born  subjects 
of  either  Power  as  may  have  been  naturalized  by 
their  respective  laws  previous  to  the  signature  m 
the  present  treaty ;  and  such  measures,  when 
adopted^  shall  be  immediately  communicated  to 
each  party,  respectively. 

Abt.  2.  For  the  better  ascertaining  the  nam- 
ber  of  persons  on  either  side  that  may  fall  within 
the  exception  contained  in  the  preceding  articlci 
the  high  contracting  parties  engage  to  deliver, 
each  to  the  other,  within  twelve  months  from  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  a  list  of  all  i>er* 
sons  failing  within  the  said  exception,  specifying^ 
the  places  of  their  birch,  with  the  date  of  their 
becoming  naturalized.  And  it  is  further  agreed 
that  none  other  than  the  persons  whose  names 
shall  be  included  in  the  said  lisu  shall  be  deemed 
to  fall  within  the  said  exception* 

Art.  3.  The  hiffh  contracting  parties,  however.' 
reserve  to  themselvea  the  power  to  autnorize  ana 
permit,  by  proclamation,  their  respective  subjects 
or  citizens  to  serve  ii)  the  public  or  private  marine 
of  the  other  country*  And  it  is  hereby  expreaslr 
ondeistood  that,  so  long  as  sack  permission  shall 
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zemaJQ  in  force,  it  shall  he  competoot  for  ihe 
GovernmeDt  of  the  other  Power,  notwithstand* 
in^  the  engagement  set  forth  in  the  first  article  of 
this  treaty,  to  admit  the  performaDce  of  the  said 
aer? ice  i  Provided,  alipaytf  That  wheneyer  the 
Power  so  granting  permission  to  the  said  subjects 
or  citizens  to  serve  in  the  marine  of  the  other 
shall  withdraw  the  same,  notification  thereof  shall 
fof  tbwith  be  made  to  the  other  contracting  party ; 
and,  on  receipt  of  such  notification,  the  Power 
receiving  the  same  shall  forthwith  notify  it  in  the 
most  public  and  official  manner,  and  shall  use  its 
utmost  endeavors  to  restrain  the  said  subjects  of 
the  other  party  from  further  serving  in  its  public 
or  private  marine,  and  shall  enforce  the  exclusion 
of  the  said  subjects  of  the  other  Power  as  may 
then  be  in  its  service,  as  if  no  such  permission 
had  been  promulgated* 

Art.  4»  In  considerafion  of  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  preceding  articles,  it  is  agreed 
by  the  high  contracting  parties  that,  daring  the 
eontiauance  of  the  present  treaty,  neither  Power 
shall  impress  or  forcibly  withdraw,  cause  to  be 
impressed  or  forcibly  withdrawn,  any  person  or 
persons  from  the  vessels  of  the  other  Power,  when 
met  upon  the  high  seas,  on  any  plea  or  pretext 
whatsoever:  Protidedaiwajfg,  That  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to  apply 
to  the  vessels  of  either  Power  which  may  be 
within  the  ports  or  within  the  maritime  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  others  And,  aiaOy  orovtdeo,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
impair  or  effect  the  established  riffht  of  search  as 
authorized  in  time  of  war  by  the  law  of  nations. 
Art,  5*  The  high  contracting  parties  have 
agreed  to  extend  the  duration  of  the  present  treaty 
to  ten  years;  and  they  reserve  to  themselves  to 
concert  as  to  its  renewal  at  such  convenient  pe- 
riod, previous  to  its  expiration^  as  may  idsikre  to 
their  roBpective  subjects  the  uninterrupted  beoefii 
which  they  expect irom  its  provisions:  Provided, 
alwofftif  That  either  Power  may,  if  it  deem  it 
expedieati  upon  giviaff  six  months'  previous  no* 
tice  to  the  otheir,  whdly  abrogate  and  annul  the 
present  treaty. 

Art.  ^.  It  is  aj^reed.  that  nothing  contained  in 
the  imaeeding  articles  shall  heuaderstood  to  affect 
the  rights  and  principles  on  which  the  high  con- 
taisting  parties  have  heretofore  acted  in  re^Mct 
tie  any  of  the  mauecs  to  which  these  stipulations 
refer,  except  so  far  as  the  same  shall  have  been 
modified,  wstrained,  or  suspended  by  the  said  ar* 
tides,  And  whenever  the  present  treaty  shall 
cease  to  be  in  operation,  either  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  it  is  enacted,  without  any 
renewal  of  the  slime,  or  by  the  abrogation  thereof 
by  either  of  the  eootractiog  narties.  as  hereinbe^ 
fore  provided,  or  (which  Ghxl  forbid)  by  any  war 
between  the  high  contraeling  parties,  each  of  the 
said  high  contracting  parties  shall  stand,  with 
rcspeel  to  the  0Sher,as  to  its  said  rights  and  pan- 
ciplefl^  as  if  no  such  treaty  had  evet  been  made. 

G. 

(a)  Whenever  one  of  the  high  contracting 
parties  shall  be  at  war,  any  vessel  of  the  other 


party  sailing  for  a  port  or  place  belonging  to 
an  enemy  or  the  first  party,  without  knowli^ 
that  the  same  is  either  besieged,  blockaded,  or  iuf 
vested,  may  be  turned  away  from  such  port  or 
place ;  but  she  shall  not  be  detained,  nor  her  cargo, 
if  not  contraband,  be  confiscated!,  unless,  after 
such  notice,  she  shall  again  attempt  to  enter ;  but 
she  shall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any  other  port  or 
pla.ce  she  may  think  proper.  No  vessel  or  cargo 
shall  be  condemned  for  breach  of  a  blockade,  un- 
less captured  by  one  of  the  blockading  ships,  or 
unless  she  shall  attempt  to  enter  after  notice  as 
aforesaid.  Nor  shall  any  vessel  or  goods  of  either 
party,  that  may  have  entered  into  such  port  or 
place  before  the  s|tme  was  besieged,  blockaded, 
or  invested  by  the  other,  and  be  found  thereiu 
after  the  reduction  or  surrender  of  such  place,  be 
liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall  be  restored  to  the 
owners  or  proprietors  thereof.  And,  in  order  to 
determine  what  characterizes  a  blockade,  it  is 
agreed  that  that  denomination  shall  apply  to  a 
port  where  there  is,  by^  the  disposition  of  the 
rower  which  blockades  it,  with  ships  stationary 
or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger  in  entering, 
(b.)  Whereas  differences  have  heretofore  arisen 
concerning  the  trading  with  the  colonies  of  Hia 
Britannic  Majesty's  enemies^  and  the  instructions, 
given  by  His  Majesty  to  his  cruisers  in  regard 
thereto,  it  is  agreed  that,  whenever  His  Britannic 
Majesty  shall  be  at  war,  all  articles,  not  being 
contraband  of  war,  may  be  freely  carried  from 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  the  ports  of  any 
colony  not  blockaded  belonging  to  His  Majesty^ 
enemies :  Provided^  Such  goods  as  are  not  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  shall  previously  have  been  entered  and 
landed  in  the  United  States,  and  the  ordinary 
duties  on  such  articles,  so  imported  for  home 
coosumption,  shall  have  been  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid ;  and  the  said  goods,  on  re-exportation, 
shall,  after  the  drawback,  remain  subject  to  a 
duty  equivalent  to  not  less  than  one  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  and  that  the  said  goods,  and  the  vessels 
conveying  the  same,  shall,  fiom  the  time  of  their 
clearance  from  the  port  of  the  United  States,  be 
bona  fide  the  sole  property  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates;  and,  in  like  manner,  that  all  articles 
not  being  contraband  of  war,  and  beio^  the  growth 
or  produce  of  the  colonies  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's enemies,  may  be  brought  to  the  United 
States,  and, after  having  beep  there  li^nded,  may  be 
freely  carried  from  thence  to  any  foriegn  port  not 
blockaded:  Provided,  Such  goods  shall  previously 
have  been  entered  and  leaded  in  the  United  3tateS| 
and  the  ordinary  duties  on  colonial  articles,  so 
imported  for  home  consumption,  shall  bare  been 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid ;  and  that  the  said 
goods,  except  only  mahogany  and  fustic,  shalli 
on  re-.exportatioQ|  afier  the  drawback,  remain 
subject  to  a  duty  equivalent  to  not  less  than  two 
per  cent,  ad  valorem :  And  provided^  That  the 
said  goods,  and  the  vessels  conveying  the  same, 
he  bonajide  the  sole  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States:  Provided  <diwaif$f  That  this  arti- 
cle, or  anythiug  contained  therein,  shall  not  afieet 
any  questioo  now  or  hereafter  juoieially  pending, 
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touebmg  the  legality  or  ilte^tlitf  of  a  direct  trade 
from  Borope,  or  other  foreign  countries,  by  eiti- 
xens  of  the  united  States,  with  the  colonies  or 
possessions  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  enemies 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  nor  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  any  right  belonging  to  either 
party ;  but  that,  after  the  ezmmtion  of  the  time 
limited  for  this  treaty,  the  rights  on  both  sides 
^il  revire  and  be  in  fall  force. 

(c.)  In  order  to  regulate  what  Is  in  future  to 
be  esteemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed  that 
under  the  said  denomination  sliail  be  comprised 
all  arms  and  implements  serving  for  the  purposes 
of  war,  by  land  or  by  sea,  such  as  cannon,  mor- 
tars, muskets,  pistols,  aad  other  fire  ams.  petards 
bombs,  grenades^  carcasses,  saucisses,  rociets,  car- 
riages for  cannon,  firelocks,  musket  rests,  bandoli- 
ers, gunpowder,  saltpetre,  sulphur^  matches^  balls, 
ana  bullets,  helmets  or  head-pieces,  cuirasses, 
swords,  pikes,  halberu.  lances,  jaTclins,  saddles, 
bridles,aod  olner  horse  lurniture,  bolsters,  pouches, 
belts,  and  generally  all  other  implements  of  war, 
ezcepting.nowever,  the  quantity  of  the  said  arti- 
cles whica  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  ship,  and  of  those  who  compose  the  crew ;  but 
all  such  articles  are  hereby  declared  to  be  just  ob- 
jects of  confiscation,  whenever  they  are  attempted 
to  be  carried  to  an  enemy.  But  no  vessel  shall 
be  detained  on  pretence  ofcarrying  contraband  of 
war,  unless  some  of  the  above-mentioned  articles 
are  found  on  board  of  the  said  Yessel  at  the  time 
it  is  searched. 

(d.)  In  all  cases  where  one  of  the  hiffh  contract- 
ing parties  shall  be  at  war,  tlie  armed  vessels  be- 
longing to  such  party  shall  not  station  themselves, 
nor  rove  or  hover,  nor  stop,  search,  or  disturb  the 
Tcssels  of  the  other  party,  or  the  unarmed  vessels 
of  other  nations,  within  tne  chambers  formed  .by 
bead-lands,  or  within  five  marine  miles  from  the 
shore  belonging  to  the  other  party,  or  from  a  right 
line  from  one  head-land  to  anolbe& 

(e.)  Whenever  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  be  at  war,  and  where  vessels  of  the  other 
party  shall  be  captured  or  detained  by  the  ships 
of  war  or  privateers  of  the  belligerent  for  any 
lawful  cause,  tbe  said  vessels  shall  be  brought  to 
the  neatest  or  most  convenient  port,  and  such 
part  only  of  the  articles  on  board  as  are  subiect 
to  condemnation  by  the  law  of  nations  shall  be 
made  prize  ;  and  the  vessels,  unless  by  that  law 
abo  subject  to  condemnation,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  the  temaia4^r  of  the  cargo  With- 
out any  impediment. 

In  all  cases  of  unfounded  detention,  or  other 
contravention  of  the  regulations  stipulated  by  the 
present  treatv,  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  caigo 
so  detained  shall  be  allowed  damages  proportioned 
to  the  loss  occasioned  thereby,  together  with  the 
costs  and  charges  of  the  trial.  All  proper  mea- 
sures shall  be  taken  to  prevent  delay  in  deciding 
the  cases  of  ships  or  cargoes  so  brought  in  for 
adjudication,  and  in  the  payment  or  recovery  of 
any  indemnification  adjudged  or  agreed  to  be  paid 
to  ibeownersof  such  ships  or  cargoes.  And  wnen- 
ever  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  against  any 
Yessel  thus  captured  or  detained,  or  against  her 


cargo,  or  part  thereof,  the  sentence  or  decree  shall 
mention  the  reasons  or  motives  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  founded ;  and  a  duly  autben- 
ticated  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  in  the  cause, 
and  of  the  said  sentence,  shall,  ifrequired,  be  de- 
livered, without  the  smallest  delay,  to  the  com* 
mander  of  the  said  vessel,  or  to  the  owner  thereof, 
or  to  the  agent  of  either,  on  the  payment  of  all 
legal  fees  and  demands  for  the  same. 

The  commanders  of  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
of  the  belli|^erent  party,  shall,  in  searchiiig  of 
merchant  ships  of  the  other  party,  conduct  tbem- 
selyes  according  to  tbe  acknowledged  principles 
and  rules  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  as  favorably, 
moreover,  as  towards  the  most  friendly  Power 
that  majr  remain  neuter.  The  said  commanders, 
their  omcers  and  crews,  shall  forbear  doing  any 
damage  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other 
party,  or  committing  any  outrage  affinst  them; 
and  if  they  act  to  tbe  contrary,  they  shall  be  pun- 
ished, and  shall  also  be  bound,  in  their  persons 
and  estates,  to  make  satisfaction  and  reparation 
for  all  damages,  and  the  interest  thereof,  of  wl^it- 
ever  nature  the  said  damages  may  be. 

For  this  cause,  all  commanders  of  privateer^ 
before  they  receive  their  commissions,  shall  be 
compelled  to  give,  before  a  competent  judge,  suf- 
ficient security,  by  at  least  two  responsible  sure- 
ties, who  have  no  interest  in  the  said  privateer, 
eacn  of  wboo^  together  with  the  said  commander^ 
shall  be  jointly  and  severally  bound  in  tbe  sum 
of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
sterling,  or  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  or,  u  such 
ship  be  provided  with  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  seamen  or  soldiers.  In  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  or  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  satisfy  all  damages  and  in- 
juries which  the  said  privateers,  or  officers  or 
men,  tr  any  of  them,  mav  do  or  commit  during 
their  cruise,  contrary  to  tne  tenor  of  this  treaty, 
or  to  the  laws  and  instructions  for  regulating  thcu 
conduct;  and  further,  that,  in  all  cases  of  unlaw 
ful  aggressions,  the  said  commissions  shall  be  re- 
voked and  annulled. 

(f.)  The  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  two 
nations,  as  well  as  their  prizes,  shall  be  treated, 
in  their  respective  ports,  as  those  of  the  most 
favored  nation. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign 'privatee^S| 
wfao  have  commissions  from  any  Power  or  State 
at  war  with  either  of  the  two  nations,  to  arm  their 
ships  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the  said  parties,  not 
to  sell  what  they  have  taken,  nor  in  any  manner 
to  exchange  the  same ;  nor  shall  they  be  allowed 
to  purchase  more  provisions  than  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  their  going  to  the  nearest  port  of  that 
Power  or  State  from  whom  they  obtained  their 
commissions. 

{srO  it  is  likewisa  agreed  that  the  sufajecu  af 
the  two  nations  ahnll  not  do  atiy  acts  of  hostility 
or  violence  against  each  other,  nor  accept  oom« 
missions  so  to  act  from  any  foreign  Power  m 
State,  eoemies  to  tbe  other  party  ;  nor  ahall  iha 
enemies  of  one  of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  in* 
vite,  Of  endeavor  to  enlist  in  the  fpltinsiry  ^rvieei 
any  of  the  subjects  or  chizens  of  tbe  other  party.' 
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The  laws  agaiost  all  sach  offences  aod  aggres- 
sions shall  be  paoctually  executed ;  and  uany 
sabjeetor  citizen  of  the  said  parties,  respectively, 
shall  accept  any  foreign  commission  or  letters 
of  marqae  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  pri?a- 
teer  asainet  the  other  ]>arty,  it  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  lawful  for  the  said  party  to  treat  and  pun- 
ish the  said  subject  or  citizen  having  such  com- 
mission or  letter  of  marque  as  a  pirate. 

H. 

{h.)  In  the  exent  of  a  shipwreck  happenfng  in 
a  place  belonging  to  either  of  the  higo  contract- 
ing parties,  not  only  every  assistance  shall  be 
Siven  to  the  unfortunate  persons,  and  no  violence 
one  to  them,  hut  also  the  effects  belonging  to 
them,  and  which  may  be  saved  either  from  on 
board  the  ship,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever, 
shall  not  be  concealed,  nor  detained,  under  any 
pretext  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  the  above- 
mentioned  effects  and  merchandise  shall  be  pre- 
served and  restored  to  them,  upon  a  suitable  re- 
compense being  given  to  those  who  shall  have 
assisted  in  saving  their  persons,  vessels,  or  effects, 
(t.)  It  is  expressly  stipulated  that  neither  of 
the  said  contracting  parties  will  order  or  authorize 
anjr  acts  of  reprisal  against  the  other,  on,  com- 
plaints of  injuries  and  damages,  until  the  said 
party  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  other  a 
statement  thereof^  verified  by  competent  proof  and 
evidence,  and  demanded  justice  and  satisfaction, 
the  same  shall  haVe  been  either  refused  or  un- 
reasonably delayed. 

{h)  If  at  any  time  a  rupture  should  take  place 
(which  Qod  forbid)  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  neither  the  vessels 
and  cargoes,  nor  other  property  of  any  kind,  be- 
longing to  tne  individuals  of  each  of  the  two  na« 
tions,  which  may  at  the  time  be  in  the  harbors,  or 

Sortsj  or  dominions  of  the  other  party,  nf>r  the 
ebts  due  from  individuals  of  one  of  the  two  na- 
tions to  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares  or 
moneys  which  they  may  have  in  the  public  funds, 


or  in  the  public  or  private  banks,  shall  be  seques- 
tered or  confiscated.  And  the  merchants  and 
others  of  each  of  the  two  nations,  residing  in  the 
dominions  of  the  other,  shall  in  no  case  be  de- 
tained as  prisoners  of  war,  but  they  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  remove,  with  their  families,  effects,  and 
property ;  each  Government  haviog|  nevertheless^ 
the  riffht,  during  their  remaining  in  its  dominionsi 
to  make  such  regulation  and  to  take  such  precau- 
tions as  it  may  deem  necessary  with  respect  to 
such  persons. 

4. 

Proctocol  of  the  fourth  conference  between  the 
American  and  British  Plenipotenttartee^  held 
at  WhilehaUjOn  Friday,  the  2M  of  September, 
1818. 

Present :  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush.  Mr.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  Goulburn. 

Explanations  were  asked,  and  given  respecting 
some  of  the  articles  presented  by  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  at  the  last  conference. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries,  after  observ- 
ing that  the  measures  alreadv  adopted,  and  the 
proposals  formerly  made,  by  the  United  States, 
could  leave  no  doubt  of  their  constant  and  anxious 
desire  to  arrange,  by  amicable  regulations,  the 
subject  of  impressment,  declared  their  readiness 
to  a^ree,  with  some  amendments,  which  they 
submitted,  (A,)  to  the  projet  proposed  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  under  a  full  expectation 
that  an  arrangement,  thus  founded  on  mutual 
confidence,  could  not  fail  to  have  a  happy  effect, 
both  as^  regarding  its  immediate  object,  and  ia 
confirming  the  amicable  relations  so  happily  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  countries. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday,  th^ 
6th  of  October 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
•    FRED.  JOHN  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 


Amendmenii  proposed. 
All  words  between  crotchets  to  be  struek  oat. 


*  seUle, 

*  diflerences 
4  employment  by  either  of  the  two  Powers  of  the 


His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Ac,  Sec,  dec,  and  [the 
President  of]^  the  United  States  of  America,  bemg 
animated  with  an  equd  desire  to  [removoip  by  ami- 
cable regulations,  '[inconveniencesj  which  have  arisen 

from  the  ^[difficulty  of  discriminating  between  the  — ^-^ -^ — 

subjects  of  the  two  Powers,  respectively,]  have  deter-    subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other,  in  their  public  or  pri- 
mined  to  proceed,  without  prfjudice  to  the  rights  of    vate  marine,  and  from  the  practice  of  impressment, 
either  Power,  to  frame  such  conventional  arrange- 
ments as  may  obnate  the  evils  which  might  hereafter 
again  result  from  the  [circamstances]^  above  stated,       *  caus^, 
[to  the  public  sendee,  the  commerce,  or  the  subjects  of 
either  of  the  contracting  parties.]*    In  pursnanoe  of       * 
•o  desirable  an  object,  his  said  Majesty  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  have  nominated  Plenipotentiaries 
to  discuw  and  sign  a  treaty  to  this  eflect 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  - 

Cfareat  Britaia  and  Ireland  has  nominated  the  Right 
Honorable  Frederick  John  Robinson,  dec,  dbc,  dbc, 
and  Heniy  Goulburn,  Esquire,  dec,  dec,  dec;  and 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtse  has  nominated 
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Albori  GbllttiD,  Baqvin,  Act,  ^m*  Ac,  tnd  RichaiU 
Bu8h»  Bsqiiire,  who^  having  exchanged  their  full  pow- 
fKS,  foond  in  good  and  doe  form,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  artidee : 

Abtiglb  1. 

The  high  contracting  parties  engage  and  bind  them* 
aelTee  to  adopt,  without  deli^,  and  in  the  manner  that 
maj  beet  oorreapond  with  their  reapectiTe  laws,  such 
meararea  ae  may  be  most  effeetual  for  ezcinding  '[the 
natnral  bom  snbjecCs  of  either  party  from  serving  in 
the  pnbJic  or  private  marine  of  the  other :]  Fnmded^ 
dkoaytf  That  nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall 
be  nndentoed  to  apply  to  soch  natnral  bom  subjeets' 
of  either  Power  as  [may]'  have  been  naturalised^  by 
'ftheir]  respeotiYe  lawi^  previous  to  the  ^[signature]  of 
the  present  treaty.  And  such  measures,  when  adopted, 
shall  be  immediately  communicated  to  each  party,  rd« 
ipectively. 

Abtiou  %, 

For  the  better  ascertaining  the  number  of  persons, 
on  either  side,  that  may  fall  within  the  exception  con- 
tained in  the  preceding  article,  the  high  contracting 
Pes  engage  to  deliver,  each  to  the  other,  within 
lve]i  months  from  the  ratification  of  thr  present 
.  treaty^  a  list  *[of  all  persons]  falling  within  the  said 
exception,  specifying  tne  places  of  their  birth,  with  the 
date  of  their  becoming  naturalized.  And  it  is  further  . 
agreed  that  ^none  other  than  the  person  whose  names 
shall]  be  included  in  the  said  lists,  shall  be  deemed  to 
foil  within  the  said  exception.^ 

Aetxclx  3. 

The  high  contracting  parties,  however,  reserve  to 
themselves  the  power  to  authorise  and  permit,'  by  pro- 
clamation,' their  respective  subjects  Or  citizens  to  serve 
in  the  public  or  private  marine  of  the  other  countiy. 
And  it  is  hereby  expressly  undeistood  that,  so  long  as 
such  permission  shall  remain  in  force,  it  shall  be  com- 
petent ioT  the  Government  of  the  oUier  Power,  not- 
withstanding the  engagement  set  forth  in  the  first  art* 
icle  of  this  treaty,  to  admit  the  performance  of  the  said 
service:  Pronided,  ahoaj/St  That,  whenever  the  Power 
so  granting  permission  to  the  said  subjects  or  citizens 
to  serve  in  the  marine  of  the  other  shall  withdraw  the 
same,  notification  thereof  shall  forthwith  be  made  to 
the  other  contracting  party ;  and,  on  receipt  of  such 
notification,  the  Power  receiving  the  same  shall  forth- 
with notify  it  in  the  most  public  land  official  manner, 
and  shall  use  its  utmost  endeavors  to  restrain  the  said 
subjects^  of  the  other  party  from  further  serving  in  its 
public  or  private  marine,  and  shall  enforce  the  ozclu- 


'  respectively  from  serving  in  their  public  or  private- 
marine  the  natural  bora  subjects  or  dtiieiks  of  the* 
other  party 

'  or  dtizena 
shaU 

with  their  own  consent 
the 

of  either  Power 
exchange  of  ratifieationi 


'  eighteen 

>  as  for  as  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  obtain  it, 
of  the  seamen 

'  no  natural  bom  subject  or  citizen  of  either  Power, 
whose,  name  shall  not 

*  unless  he  shall  produce  proof  of  his  having  been 
duly  naturalized  prior  to  the  exdumge  of  ratifioatidns 
of  this  treaty. 


*  by  law, 

'  or  otherwise,  either  generally,  or  in  special  eases^ 


'  or  citizens 


sion  (^  sudd  of  the  qaid  subjects^  of  the  other  Power  as 
mav  then  be  in  its  service,'  as  if  no  such  p 
had  been  promulgated. 


Aeticu  4. 


*  ordtbena 
permission        •  on  their  return  to  port,  from  the  vojrages  or  ser- 
vice in  whkh  they  may  be  then  engaged,  or  80oner,^if 
practicable^ 


>[In  consideration  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
preceding  articles,]  it  is  agreed  by  Uie  high  contracting 
parties  that,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
treaty,  ndther  Power  shall  impress  or  forcibly  with- 
draw, nor  cause  to  be  impressed  or  fordbly  with- 
drawo»  any  person  or  persons  firom  the  vessels  of  the 
other  Power,  when  met  upon  the  high  seas^'  on  any 


s  or  aaywhen  without  the  ordinavy  JariidictioB  of 
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Mther  of  tto  «wo  Powm,  lui  tdtnowMged  hf  tlie  Isw 
ofnatiotia, 

'  iffliwlr  or  alfect  the  right  of  either  Pdwer  to  with- 
drew its  natortl  born  •nbjecta  or  dtixens,  not.fUlilig 
within  the  exception  mentioned  in  the  preosding  arti- 
cles, from  any  ▼eeiel  lying  within  its  ports  or  within  its 
ordinary  maritime  jurisdiction,  as  aduiowledged  by  the 
law  of  nations. 

(ch)  e«e  6th  artide*  *. 


in 


'plea  or  pretext  whatsoever :  Provided,  a/toay#,  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to 
*[apply  to  the  vessels  of  either  Power  whidb  may  be 
"witnin  the  ports  or  within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of 
-  the  other;]  \And,4il9o,promdedt  That  nothing  herein 
^contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  or  afiect  the  es- 
tablished right  of  search,  as  authorized  in  time  of  war 
^  the  law  of  nations.] 

Abticib  5. 

The  high  eoatradtilig  parties  hute  agreed  to  tofend 
the  duration  of  the  present  treaty  to  ten  years ;  and 
they  reserve  to  themselves  to  concert  as  to  its  renewal, 
at  such  convenient  period,  previous  to  Its  expira- 
tion, as  may  insure  to  their  respectiva  subjects*  the 
uninterrupted  benefit  which  they  expect  from  its  pro- 
visions ;  Provided,  alwaye.  That  either  Power  niay,  if 
it  deem  it  expedient,  upon  giving  six  months^  prevfous 
notice  to  the  other,  wholly  abrogate  and  annul  the 
present  treaty. 

Abticki  6. 

It  is  agreed  that  nothing,  contained  in  the  preceding 
articles  shall  be  understood  to  >aflect  the  rights  and 
pinciples  on  which  the  high  contracting  parties  have 
neretofore  acted  in  respect  to  any  of  the  matters  to 
Whitsh  these  stipulations  refer,*  except  so  frur  as  the 

same  shall  have  been  modified,  restrained,  or  suspended,  itither  party,  as  ftdchoirledged  by  the  law  of  nations. 
hj  the  said  articles.  And  whenever  the  present  treaty 
flMiU  tease  to  be  in  epeimtiea,  either  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  it  is  eneeted,  Withoul'tny  n- 
«a#al  of  the  eame,  or  by  the  abrogation  tiiereof,  by 
either  of  the  contracting  purtiM,  us  herehib^ibte*  pro- 
vided, or  (which  God  forbid)  by  any  war  bet#eia  the 
high  contracting  parties,  each  of  the  said  high  con- 


'  impair  or 


■  nor  any  of  the  beRigerent  or  -neutral  rights  of 


traeting  parties  shall  stand,  with  respect  to  the  other, 
as  to  its  said  rights  and  principles,  as  if  no  e 


had  ever  been  made. 


such  tr^ty 


No.  5. 


Protocol  of  the  Jiftk  confirence  Held  between  the 
American  and  Britieh  PUnipotenttariee^  at 
Whitehall,  on  the  ^ih  of  October,  1818. 

Present:  Mr.  .Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robin- 
80D,  Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  confereQce  was 
agreed  upon  and  signed. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  gave  in  the  five 
annexed  articles  oa  the  fisheries,  the  boundary, 
the  Mississippi,  the  intercourse  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  United  States,  and  the  captured 
slaves.    (A,  B,  C,  D,  E.) 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  the  9ih  instant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBlNdON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

Article  A. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  take  fish,  of  every 
kind,  on  that  part  of  the  western  coast  of  New- 
foundland which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  to  the 
Clttirpon  islaoda,  and  on  that  part  of  the  southern 
aid  c«8itrn  eoMts  of  Labrndor  whieh  extends 


from  Mount  Joli  to  Huntiujgdon  Island ;  aod  It  is 
further  agreed  that  the  fishermen  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in 
any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of 
the  said  south  and  east  coasts  of  Labrador,  so 
long  i|s  the  same  shall  remain  unsettled ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  same,  or  any  part  of  them,  shall  be 
settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fisher- 
men to  dry  or  cure  fish  without  a  previous  agree- 
ment for  that  purpose  with  the  inhabitants^  pro- 
prietors, or  possessors  of  the  ground. 

And  Ai  is  further  agreed  that  nothing  contained 
in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to  give  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  any  libertv  to 
take  fish  within  the  rivers  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's territories,  as  above  described ;  iibd  it  la 
agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
fishermen  of  the  United  States  resorting  to  the 
mouth  of  such  rivers  shall  not  obstruct  the  navi- 
gation thereof,  nor  wilfully  injure  nor  destroy 
the  fish  within  the  teme,  either  by  setting  nets 
across  the  mouths  of  such  rivers,  or  by  any  other 
means  whatever. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  further  agrees  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  bona  fide  engaged 
in  anch  flahery,  afaall  have  liberty  to  enter  lh% 
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Imys  and  harbbrs  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's dominions  in  North  America,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shelter,  or  of  repairinff  damages  therein, 
and  of  purchasing  wood  and  obtaining  water,  and 
for  no  other  purpose ;  and  all  vessels  so  resorting 
to  the  said  bays  and  harbors  shall  be  under  such 
T^strictiohs  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  their 
taking,  drying,  or  coring  fish  therein. 

It  is  further  well  understood  that  the  liberty 
of  taking,  drying,  and  curing  fish,  granted  in  the 
precedinff  part  ofthis  article, shall  not  be  construed 
to  extend  to  any  privilege  of  carrying  on  trade 
With  any  of  'His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects 
residing  within  the  limits  hereinbefore  assigned 
for  the  use  of  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States, 
for  aor  of  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And  in  order  the  more ,  efiTectoaliy  ta  guard 
against  smuggling,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  the  said 
'fishery,  tt>  have  on  board  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chanuise,  whatever,  except  such  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  the  fishery  or  the  sup- 
port of  the  fisherhien  whilst  engaged  therein,  or  m 
the  prosecution  of  their  voyages  to  and  from  the 
said  fishing  grounds. ,  And  any  vessel  of  the 
United  States  which  shall  contravene  this  regu- 
lation may  be  seized,  condemned,  and  confiscated,- 
together  with  her  cargo^ 

Artiolb  B. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  ^  Woods 
along  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  or,  if 
the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth 
parallel  of  north  latitude,  then  that  a  line  drawn 
dua  north  or  sooth,  as  the  case  may  be.  until  it 
ahall  intersect  the  said  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
and  from  the  point  of  such  intersection,  due  west, 
along  and  with  the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  territories  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  thosa  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  said  line  shall  form  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  said  territories  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  from  the  said  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony  mountains ;  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  "disputes  as  to  the  territorial 
rights  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  on  the 
northwest  coast  of  America,  or  anywhere  to  the 
westward  of  the  Stony  mountains,  it,  is  agreed 
that  so  much  of  the  said  country  as  lies  between 
the  fbrty-flfth  and  forty-ninth  parallels  of  lati- 
tude, together  with  its  harbors;  bays^  and  creeks, 
afid  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same, 
shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  subjects  and  citi- 
zens of  the  two  States,  respectively,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trade  and  commerce  $  it  being  well  under* 
atood  that, although,  by  virtueof  this  arrangement, 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  agree  not  to 
exercise  as  against  each  other  any  sovereign  or 
tarritoriai  aatbority  Within  the  abiove-mentiooed 
eautttry  lying  between  the  forty-fifth  and  forty- 
ninth  parallels  of  latitude,  this  agreement  h  not 
to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  olaim  to 
Which  either  of  the  two  high  eontracting  parties 
may  have  to  any  territorial  authority  in  any  patt 


of  the  country  lying  within  the  said  limits ;  nor 
shall  it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claim  of  any  other 
Power  or  State  to  any  part  of  the  said  country; 
the  only  object  of  the  two  high  contracting  paN 
ties  being  to  prevent  disputes  and  differences  be- 
tween themselves. 

Abtiole  C. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  subjects  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source 
to  the  ocean,  and  shall  at  all  times  have  free  ac- 
cess from  such  place  as  mi|v  be  selected  for  that 
purpose,  in  His  Britannic  Maiesty's  territories, 
to  the  river  Mississippi^  with  their  goods^  Wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  into 
the  United  States  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited, 
on  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  as  would  be 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  same  article 
into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Abticlb  D. 

British  vessels  shall  have  liberty  to  export, 
from  any  of  the  porta  of  the  United  States  to 
which  any  foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to  come, 
to  the  ports  of  Halifax,  ia  His  Britannic  Majesty's 

yrovidCe  of  Nova  Scotia ;  to  the  port  of  St. 
ohn's,  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  to  any  other  port  within 
the  said  provinees  of  Nova  Scotia  6r  New  Brans- 
wick,  to  which  vessels  of  anv  other  foreign  na- 
tion shall  be  admitted,  the  following  articles,  be- 
ing of  the  ffrowth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States,  vtz:  scantling,  planks,  staves, 
heading-boards,  shingles,  hoops,  horses.  neatcAt- 
tie,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry,  or  life  stock  ot  any  sort, 
bread,  Jbiscuit,  flour,  peas,  beans,  potatoes^  wh^at, 
rice,  oats,  barley,  or  grain  of  any  sort,  pitch,  tar, 
turpentine,  fruits,  seeds,  and  tobacco. 

And  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall,  fn  like 
manner,  have  liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the 
aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States- into  any  of 
the  aforesaid  ports  within  the  said  prorinces  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  the  above- 
mentioned  articles,  bein?  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States. 

Britiih  vessels  shall  also  have  Ubertjr.to  import 
fromaoy  of  the  aforesaid  ports  within  the  pro- 
vinces of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  Biat^, 

fypsum  and  grindstones,  or  any  other  articles, 
eing  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  <n 
the  said  provinces,  and,  also,  any  produce  Cr 
mann(\icture  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
dominions,  the  importation  of  which  into  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited. 

And  vessels  of  the  United  States  shailhave 
liberty  to  import  from  the -said  provinces  to  the 
said  iJnited  States,  slates,  gypsum,  and  grind- 
stones, or  aiiy  other  article,  being  of  the  growthi 
produce,  or  manufacture  or  any  part  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  dominions,  the  importation  of 
which  into  the  United  States  from  any  other 
piece  shall  not  be  entirelv  prohibited. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties  emploved 
in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article  ahall  be 


1666 


APPENDIX. 


1666 


BelatumM  with  Oreat  Britain. 


•dmicted  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  as  above 
mentiooed.  without  paying  any  other  or  higher 
daties  or  coarges  than  those  payable  in  the  same 
ports  by  the  vessels  of  such  other  party.  The 
same  duties  shall  also  be  paid,  respectively,  in 
the  dominions  of  both  parlies,  on  the  importation 
and  on  the  exportation  of  the  articles  which  may 
be  imported  or  exported,  by  virtue  of  this  article ; 
and  the  same  bounties  shall  also  be  allowed  on 
the  exportation  thereof,  whether  such  importa- 
tion or  exportation  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  in  British  vessels. 

Abtiolb  E. 

Whereas  it  was  agreed  by  the  first  article  of 
thff  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  **all  territorv,  places, 
and  possessions  'v^batsoever,  taken  by  .either  party 
from  the  other  during  the  war,  or  which  may  be 
taken  after  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting 
only  the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be 
restored  without  delay,  and  without  causing  any 
destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery^ 
or  other  imblie  property,  originally  captured  in 
the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which  shall  remain 
therein  upon  the  exohange  of  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  other  private  pro- 
perty :"  and  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
certain  slaves,  originally  captured  in  certain  forts 
and  places  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
removed  therefrom,  but  remaining  wiihin  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  or  on  board  the 
ships  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  lying  within  the 
harbors  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  said  treaty, 
are  to  extend  under  the  above-recited  provisions 
of  the  said  treaty,  the  high  contracting  parties  do 
hereby  agree  to  refer  the  said  doubts  to  some 
friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that 
purpose^  and  the  hi^h  contracting  parties  engage 
to  consider  the  decision  of  such  fViendly  Sover- 
eign or  State  to  be  final  and  conclusive  on  all 
the  matters  so  referred. 

No.  6. 

LoNDOM,  October  7, 1818. 

Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Rush  present  their  com- 
pliments to  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Goulburn,  and 
hef  leave  to  send  them  the  enclosed  paper,  con- 
taining some  remarks  on  the  articles  handed  to 
them  at  the  conference  yesterday.  They  are  to 
be  considered  as  unofficial,  according  to  the  inti- 
mation given  yesterday,  when  they  were  pro- 
mised, and  have  been  drawn  up  merely  under 
the  hope  that,, by  possessing  the  British  rlenipo- 
tentianes  of  some  of  the  views  of  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  before  the  next  meetin^g^  on  the 
9th,  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  may  be  ac- 
celerated. 

Fiiherie9. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  are  not  au- 
thorized by  their  instructions  to  assent  to  any 
article  on  that  subject  which  shall  not  secure  to 
the  inhabitanU  of  the  United  States  the  liberty 
of  taking  fish  of  every  kind  on  the  southern  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  from  Cape  Ray  to  the  Ramea 


islands,  and  on  the  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and 
creeks,  from  Mount  Joli,on  the  southern  coast  of 
Labrador,  to  and  through  the  Straits  of  Belleisle, 
and  thence  northwardly,  indefinitely,  along  the 
coast :  and,  also,  the  liberty  of  dryinff  and  curing 
fish  in  an  anv  of  the  unsettled  bays.liarbors,  and 
creeks  of  Laorador  and  of  the  southern  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  as  above  described ;  with  the  pro- 
viso respecting  such  of  the  said  bays,  harbors^and 
creeks  as  may  be  settled. 

The  liberty  of  taking  fish  within  rivers  is  not 
asked.  A  positive  clause  to  except  them  is  unne- 
cessary, unless  it  be  intended  to  comprehend  un- 
der that  name  waters  which  might  otherwise  be 
considered  as  bays  or  creeks.  Whatever  extent 
of  fishing-ground  may  be  secured  to  American 
fishermen,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  are 
not  prepared  to  accept  it  on  a  tenure  or  on  con- 
ditions  difierent  from  those  on  which  the  whole 
has  heretofore  been  held.  Their  instructions  did 
not  anticipate  that  any  new  terms  of  restrictions 
would  be  annexed,  as  none  were  suggested  in  the 
proposals  made  by  Mr.  Bacot  to  the  American 
Government.  The  clauses  forbidding  the  spread- 
ing of  nets,  and  making  vessels  liable  to  confisca- 
tion in  case  ^ny  articles  not  wanted  for  carrying 
on  the  fishery  should  be  found  on  board,  are  of 
that  description,  and  would  expose  the  fisnermen 
to  endless  vexations. 

MiitiBsippi, 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  are  not  au- 
thorized to  a^ree  to  any  condition  that  would 
bring  the  British  in  contact  with  the  Mississippi. 
The  right  to  the  navigation  of  that  river  could 
only  be  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1783 ;  and,  if 
viewed  as  a  matter  of  compromise,  that  right  is 
much  less  valuable  and  important  than  the  por^ 
tipn  of  the  fisheries  which  the  United  States 
would  lose  by  the  agreement,  even  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  them. 

Boundary. 

That  portion  of  the  article  which  relates  to  the 
country  west  of  the  Stony  mountains  cannot  be 
affreed  to  in  its  present  shape.  The  American 
Plenipotentiaries  cannot  consent  to  throw  in  a 
common  stock  that  part  only  of  the  country  to 
which  the  United  Slates  deny  the  claim  of  Great 
Britain,  and  which  lies  within  the  same  latitudes 
as  their  own  territories  east  of  the  Stony  moun* 
uins ;  thus,  also,  implying  the  exclusion  of  their 
citizens  from  the  trade  on  the  northwest  coast  of 
America,  (north  of  4d^,)  which  they  have  en- 
joyed without  interruption  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  as  early  as  the  British. 

Nor  are  they  authorized  to  agree  to  expressions 
implying  a  renunciation  of  territorial  sovereignty, 
altnouf^h  perfectly  disposed  not  to  insist  on  an 
extension  of  the  line  of  demarcation  to  that  coun- 
try. They  will  propose  either  that  the  whole  of 
the  article  relating  to  that  subject,  and  imme- 
diately following  ine  words  "  to  the  Stony  moon* 
tains,"  should  be  omitted,  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
a  proviso  similar  to  what  had  on  former  occa- 
sions been  agreed  to,  viz :  "  But  nothing  in  the 
present  article  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
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the  northwest  coast  of  America,  or  to  territories 
beloDgiog  to  or  claimed  by  either  party  on  the 
contioeDt  of  America  westward  of  the  Stony 
mountains ;"  or,  that  the  proposed  article  should 
be  amended  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  enclosed 


copy. 


^avet. 


The  American  Plenipotentiaries  had  hoped 
that  this  sahject  miffht  hare  been  arranged  with- 
out a  reference  to  a  friendly  Power.  If  this. can- 
not be  done,  they  will  agree  to  the  reference ; 
obsefTinff*  howe?er,  that  a  change  in  the  phrase- 
olog|[  will  be  necessary,  so  as  to  bring  the  whole 
claim  before  the  foreign  soyereign.  They  are 
also  authorized  to  agree  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  should,  by  the  article^  be  designated  as 
the  umpire. 

No.  7. 

Protocol  of  the  nxth  conference  beheeen  the  ilmer- 
ican  and  BrUiih  Plenimtentiariee^  held  at 
WhitehaUy  on  the  ^h  of  October,  1818. 

Present:  Mr.  GhiUatio,  Mr.  Rush,  and  Mr. 
Robinson. 


The  American  Plenipotentiaries  declared  that 
they  could  not  agree  to  the  article  upon  the  fish- 
eries brought  forward  by  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries at  the  preceding  conference,  nor  to  that 
respecting  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  nor 
to  any  article  that  would  bring  the  British  in  con- 
tact with  that  riyer. 

They  also  stated  that  they  could  not  take  into 
consideration  the  article  respecting  the  inter- 
course with  Noya  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
unconnected  with  the  subject  of  the  British  West 
Indies. 

They  pre8eBte4  seyeral  amendments  (A,  B)  to 
the  articles  respecting  the  boundary  line  and 
slaves  carried  away,  proposed  at  the  last  confer- 
ence by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday,  the 
13lh  instant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON 


'  from  the  said  point, 
'  the  said  line 


Abticlb. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  £rom  the  most  north- 
western poidt  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  along  the 

forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  or,  if  the  said  point  A. 

shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  lati- 
tude, then  that  a  line  drawn'  due  north  or  south,  as 
the  ease  may  be,  until' [it]  shall  intersect  the  said  par- 
allel of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  point  of  such  in- 
tenoctaon,  due  west,  along  and  with  the  said  parallel, 
shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  territo- 
ries of  His  Britonnie  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States  \  and  that  the  said  line  shall  form  the  southern  * 
boundary  of  the  said  teiritories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  territories  of  . 
the  United  Sutes,  from  the  said  Lake  of  the  Woods 

to  iLe  Slony  mountains  ;*  and  '[in  order  to  preyent       *  it  is  further  agreed  that  so  much  of  (he  country  on 
any  disputes  as  to  the  territorial  rights  of  either  of  the    the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  or  anywhere  to  the 
oontraeting  parties  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,    westward  of  the  Stony  monntains,  as  may  be  claimed 
or  anywhere  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains,    by,  or  be  in  the  poasesaon  o(  either  of  the  two  parttea, 
it  is  agreed  that  so  much  of  the  said  countiy  as  Ues 
between  the  forty-fifth  and  forty-ninth  parallels  of  lati- 
tude,] together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and 
the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  shall  be 
i^  and  open  to  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two 
^States]  respectively,  for  the  purpose  of  trade  and 
commerce,  it  being  well  understood  that  ^although, 
by  rirtne  of  this  arrangement,  the  two  high  contract- 
ing parties  agree  not  to  exercise,  as  against  each  other, 
any  other  sorereign  or  territorial  authority  within  the 
aboye-mentioned  countiy,  lying  between  ^e  forty-fifth 
and  Ibrty-ninth  parallels  uf  latitude]  this  agreement  is 
not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which 
either  of  the  two  high  oontraeting  parties  may  have  to 
any  teiritorial  authority  in  any  part  o(  the  countiy, 
'[lying  within  the  said  limits,]  nor  AaXL  it  be  taken  to 
aSEect  the  claim  of  any  other  Power  or  State  to  any 
part  of  the  said  country ;  the  only  object  of  the  two 


'  aforesaid. 


*  Or  all  the  words  that  follow  to  be  omitted,  and  the  following  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof,  yix : 

*  But  nothing  in  the  present  article  ahall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  or  to 
tenitoiies  belonging  to,  or  claimed  by,  either  par^,  on  the  continent  of  America,  westwird  of  the  Stony 
mountains.'' 
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Reunions  vUk  Great  Bfitafn. 


Ugh  aontnetlng  ptrtiM  being  to  pretentdisptitM  and 
difltrenees  between  themeeltee. 

Aft^ICLK. 

Whereee  it  was  agreed,  by  the  firat  artide  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  "  all  territory,  i^aeee,  and  poe- 
aeanona  whateoever,  taken  by  either  party  from  the 
other  during  the  war,  or  which  maT  be  taken  after  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  here- 
inafter mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and 
without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away 
any  of  the  artillery,  or  other  public  property,  original- 
ly captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which  shall 
temain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  this  ireaty,  or  any  slaves,  or  other  private  property :" 
and  whereas  '[doubts  have  arisen  whether  certain 
slaves,  originally  captured  in  certain  forts  and  places 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  removed  there- 
from, but  remaining  within  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  on  board  the  ships  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  lying  within  the  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
said  treaty,  are  to  be  restored  under  the  above-recited 
provisions  of  the  above  treaty,]  the  high  contracting 
parties  do  hereby  agree  to  refer  the  said  ^doubts  to 
some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that 
purpose,]  and  the  high  contracting  parties  engage  to 
consider  the  decision  of  '[such  friendly  Sovereign  or 
State  to  be]  final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  matters 
referred. 


B. 

'  under  the  aforesaid  article,  the  United  States  claim 
for  their  citisens,  and  as  their  private  property,  the 
restitution  o^  or  full  compensation  for,  all  slaves,  who, 
at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
said  treaty,  were  in  any  territory^  places,  or  pdtme^ 
sions  whatsoever,  directed  by  the  said  treaty  to  bo  re- 
stored to  the  United  States,  but  then  still  occupied  by 
the  British  forces,  who  were  afterwards  removed  Or 
carried  away  by  the  said  forces,  whether  sudi  slaves 
were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on  shore,  or  on  board  any 
British  vessels  lying  in  waters  within  the  territory  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States:  and  whereas  dmer- 
ences  have  arisen  whether,  by  the  true  intent  and 
kneanittgof  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
the  United  States  are  entitled  to  the  restitution  off  or 
fbll  compentetion  finr,  all  slaves  as  above  described, 

a  differences  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  fimperor 
of  an  the  Russias, 

*  his  said  Imperial  Maj^ty 
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October  12, 1818. 

Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Rush  present  their  com- 
pliments to  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Goulbarn, 
and  beg  leave  to  slate  tbat^  on  fall  consideration, 
since  the  meeting  on  Friday,  th«y  do  not  feel 
themaelvea  authorized  to  oooaeot  to  the  eoodition 
Minexed  to  the  second  article  df  the  projet  on 
impressment,  which  deoiares  that  ''nona  other 
than  the  persons  whose  names  shall  be  included 
in  the  said  lists  shall  be  deemed  to  fall  within 
the  said  exception."  Their  reasons  are  stated  in 
the  enclosed  unofficial  memorandum. 

Mr.  G.  and  Mr.  R.give  this  notice  of  their  dis- 
agreement previous  to  the  meeting  fixed  f6r  to* 
morrow,  in  the  hope  that,  if  the  alteration  which 
they  have  heretofore  proposed  should  not,  con- 
trary to  their  expectations,  be  found  acceptable, 
aome  other  amendment  or  modification  may  sug- 
gest itself  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  rather 
than  that  the  iitrrangement  should  fall  through. 

MEMORANDUM. 
ZAtti  of  teamen  naturalized. 

It  is  required  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that  persons  whose  names  shall  not  appear  on 
the  lists  of  naturalized  seamen,  to  be  mutually 
furnished  by  the  two  Govern ments,  shall  not  be 
tottsidered  as  failing  within  the  exception  eoti- 
templated  by  the  agreement ;  that  is  to  say.  that 
such  persons,  although  naturalised,  shall,  re- 


spectively, be  excluded  from  the  public  or  pri- 
vate marine  of  either  party. 

But  it  is  impracticable  for  tde  GoTerumeni  of 
the  United  States  to  procure  compkete  Usl;^  of 
naturalized  seamen,  for  the  foliowing  reaaona : 

Prior  to  the  year  1790,  aliens  might  be  natii- 
ralized  accbrding  to  the  laws  of  the  several  Stares; 
and  it  is  known  that,  in  some  of  them,  (PennsyU 
trania  ibr  instance,)  the  naturalizatioti  took  place 
before  justices  of  the  peace.  In  these  cases,  and 
also  when  the  tecords  of  a  coUft  ih^y  have  been 
destroved,  it  would  be  found  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  obtain  any  other  evidence  of  the 
naturalization  than  the  certificate  given  at  the 
time  to  the  naturalized  person. 

Since  the  year  1790,  atthoogfa  the  term  of  pre- 
vious residence  has  varied,  the  mode  has  bven 
nnlfofm.    Aliens  hare  been  iiatdraliiied  only  in 
eonfotmity  with  the  laws  of  the  United  Stat^ 
and  before  attch  courts  of  record  as  were  desig- 
nated by  those  laws.    But  that  designation  em- 
braced not  onlv  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
properly  so  called,  but  also  the  courtsbf  the  sev- 
eral States,  including  6ven  those  of  a  subordinate 
jurisdiction,  amounting,  together,  to  several  hun* 
dred.    It  is  necessary  to  add,  that  minor  children 
of  naturalized  persons,  ff  dwelling  in  the  Uni- 
ted StAtes,  become,  also,  by  virtue  of  their  fa- 
therms  naturalixation,  ipsoJuctOf  naturalized  them- 
seiyea. 
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If  an  fttteinpt  is  made  to  compile  the  lists  re* 
auired  from  the  records  of  the  several  courts,  a 
nrsi  and  leading  objectioo  is^  that  the  courts  of 
the  several  States»  not  being  bound  to  obey  in 
that  respect  the  orders  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, it  will  be  optional  with  them  whether  the 
clerks  shall  abstract  from  the  records  of  tbirtv 
years  those  of  the  naturalization  of  aliens  which 
are  interspersed  among  them,  and  transmit  thoee 
abstracts  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

But.  aupposiog  that  every  one  of  those  courts 
should  comply  with  the  order,  the  lists  must  con- 
tain the  names  of  all  the  British  natural  horn 
aubjeeta,  (and  for  the  year  1790  to  1795,  during 
which  time  no  discrimmation  of  birthplace  was 
recorded,  of  all  aliens,)  who  have  been  natural- 
ized for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  without  pointing 
out  those  Who  were  seamen  ;  no  specification  of 
the  profession  or  calling  of  the  parties  ever  hav« 
ingbeen  required  by  law  to  be  entered  on  the 
lecords.  And  those  lists,  althoogh  containing 
the  names  of  many  thousand  persons,  not  sea- 
men, would  be  defective,  by  the  total  omisaioa 
of  the  naines  of  the  minor  children  above  men- 
tioned, their  names  not  having  been  directed,  by 
law,  to  make  a  part  of  the  record,  and  the  burden 
of  the  proof  of  their  eiiizenship  resting  with 
themselves. 

There  is  but  one  other  source  of  information 
from  which  the  lists  required  might  be  partially 
obtained. 

The  collectors  of  the  cnstoms  have  been  re- 
quired^ by  a  law  passed  in  1796^  to  keep  books, 
in  which  the  names  of  seamen,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  should,  on  their  application,  be 
entered.  It  is  known  that  this  law  was  never 
fully  complied  with,  and  that  the  returns  are  de- 
fective. Jottt,  even  in  the  cases  where  tbe  col- 
lectors have  complied  with  it,  the  registers  must 
necessarily  be  incomplete,  since  no  names  were 
entered  but  on  the  application  of  the  parties;  be- 
aides  which,  the  names  of  the  native  citizens  were 
not,  by  the  law.  directed  to  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  naturalized  persons. 

From  this  statement. of  facts,  it  follow*  that, 
although  partial  lists  may  be  compiled,  which 
will  contain  the  names  of  inan]r  naturalized  Brit* 
ish  sf^amen,  those  lists  will  still  be  very  imper- 
fect. If  the  condition  now  urged  was  complied 
with,  the  consequence  would  be  that  aliensi  nat- 
uralized prior  to  the  treaty,  who  have  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  faith  of  a 
public  law,  a^d  are  thereby  entitled  to  ev^i y  po- 
litical and  civil  right  enjoyed  by  native  citizen% 
(that  of  becoming  President  or  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  only  excepted,)  wouidi  by  a 
retrospective^  apd  therefore  unconstitutional  act| 
be  deprived  not  of  a  privilege  merely  political, 
but  of  the  right  of  ezercisiog  the  only  profes* 
sion  they  have  for  the  support  of  themselves  and 
their  families.  And  minors,  too,  who  hav^  never 
known  any  other  country  but  America,  would 
be  precluded  from  following  the  seas  when  they 
came  to  a  proper  age. 
The  Anerican  Plenipotentiaries  eaanot  asaent 


to  a  condition  involving  racb  results*  They  are 
expressly  bound  by  their  instructions,  whilst  ad* 
muting,  as  a  general  principle,  that  neither  Gov- 
ernment shall  emplov,  in  its  public  or  private 
marine,  the  natural  born  subjects  or  citizens  of 
tbe  other  country,  to  except  from  its  operation 
all  those  wbo  shall  have  been  naturalized  prior 
to  the  treaty.  That  exception  has  been  mutually 
assumed  as  one  of  the  foundations  of  the  agree- 
ment ;  and  the  effect  of  the  condition  alluded  to 
would  necessarily  be  that  a  portion  onlv  of  the 
persons  thus  previously  naturalized  in  tne  Uni- 
ted States  would  be  embraced  by  the  exception. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  beg  leave  to 
add  that  the  condition  appears  to  them  unnecea* 
sary.  According  to  that  which  they  propoaoi 
every  British  natural -born  subject,  not  included 
in  the  lists,  and  claiming  to  be  employed  as  a 
seaman  on  board  an  American  vessel,  must  ad* 
duce  proofs  of  his  having  been  naturalized  print 
to  the  exchange  of  ratifications.  He  nuiat  pro* 
duce  either  the  original  certificate  of  his  naltt« 
ralization,  or  an  authentic  copy,  attested  as  suoh 
by  the  propei(  court.  If  claiming  as  a  minor,  bf 
virtue  of  his  father's  naturalization,  he  must,  in 
addition,  produce  legal  proofii  of  the  fad.  In  the 
cases  for  which  the  condition  is  intended  to  pro* 
vide,  proofs  ouy  always  be  given  similar  to  those 
which,  in  every  case,  would  be  admitted  aa  con- 
clusive by  the  laws  of  Gkeat  Britain,  as  well  aa 
by  thoae  of  the  United  States. 

Finally,  the  right  reserved  to  either  party  of 
annulling  the  agreement  at  will,  affords  security 
in  this  case  as  well  as  in  all  others.  This  reser- 
vation, which  had  not  been  contemptaled  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  has  been  ae- 
ceded  to  by  their  Plenipotentiaries,  in  order  to 
remove  every  objection  to  the  arrangement,  and 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  entering  into  details  re- 
specting the  measures  necessary  to  earry  it  into 
^ecu  Great  Britain  being  therebv  effectuallf 
secured  against  every  risk,  and  holding  in  her 
ovn  hands  a  complete  remedy  against  deviatioae 
from  the  terms  ot  the  compact  in  all  eases,  no 
neeeasity  appears  to  exist  for  an  additional  secu- 
rity en  this  pattlcular  point. 

No.  91 

protocol  of  the  Beventk  cortferenee  beiwetn  th$ 
American  and  Brituk  Plenitiotentiaries^  held 
at  WhUehaUy  on  the  IZth  of  October^  1818. 

Present:  ilr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robin* 
son,  Mr.  GkHilburn. 

The  British  Plenipotentiariea  aeqaietoed  in 
the  amendment  proposed  at  the  preceding  confer- 
ence by  the  American  Plenipotentiariea,  in  the 
artie&e  respecting  captured  aUvea,  except  aa  far 
as  related  to  the  inaertion  in  the  af  tioie  of  the 
name  of  any  pariiciilar  Power. 

They  brought  forward  new  articles  (A,  B,  C, 
D,  B)  respecting  the  fisheries,  the  boundary,  im- 
pressment, and  maritime  pointa,and  accompanied 
the  artioles  D  with  the  annexed  memorandum 
B.  They  agreed  lo  the  amisaiDa  of  the  article 
reapeetmg  the  Miaataaip|feL 
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EeUUwns  mih  Oreat  BritaitL 


It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  Monday,  the 
19ih  instant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FRED.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  QOULBURN. 

Abticlb  A. 

Whereas  differences  have  arisen  respecting  the 
lihertj  claimed  by  the  United  States  for  the  in- 
habitants thereof  to  take,  dry,  and  cure  fish  on 
certain  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America:  It  is 
agreed  between  the  high  contracting  parties  that 
the  inhnbitants  of  the  said  United  States  shall 
have,  forerer,  in  common  with  the  subjects  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish  of 
every  kind  on  that  part  of  the  southern  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  to 
the  Ramea  islands,  on  the  western  and  northern 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  said  Cape  Ray  to 
the  ^uirpop  Islands,  on  the  shores  of  the  Magdalen 
islands,  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and 
ereeks,  from  Mount  Joll,  on  the  southern  coast 
of  Labrador,  to  and  through  the  Straits  of  Bel- 
leisle,  and  thence,  northwardly,  indefinitely,  along 
the  coast,  without  prejudice,  nowe?er,  to  any  of 
the  ezclusiye  rights  of  the  Hudson's  say  Com- 
pany $  and  that  the  American  fishermen  shall 
also  haine  liberty,  forever,  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in 
any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbiors,  and  creeks  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland, 
hereabove  described,  and  of  the  coast  of  Labra^ 
dor;  but  so  soon  as  the  same,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawfut  for 
the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  por- 
tion so  settled,  without  previous  agreement  for 
such  purpose  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or 

eossessors  of  the  ground.  And  the  United  States 
ereby  renounce,  forever,  any  liberty  heretofore 
enjoyed  or  claimed  by  the  inhabitants  thereof  to 
take,  dry,  or  ^re  fish,  on  or  within  three  marine 
miles  or  any  of  the  coasts,  bays,  creeks,  or  bar- 
bors  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
America,  not  included  within  the  above-men- 
tioned limits:  Pramded,  Aoimmt,  That  the  Ame- 
rican fishermen  shall  be  admitted  to  enter  such 
bays  or  harbors  for  the  purpose  of  shelter,  and  of 
repairing  damages  therein,  of  purchasing  wood 
and  obtaining  water,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever.  But  they  shall  be  under  such  restric- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  their  taking, 
drying,  or  curing  fish  therein,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever  abasing  the  privileges  hereby 
reserved  to  them* 

Abtioli  B. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
along  tbe  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
or,  if  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude,  then,  that  a  line 
drawn  from  the  said  point  dne  north  or  south,  as 
the  case  may  be.  until  the  said  line  shall  intersect 
the  said  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the 
point  of  such  intersection,  due  west|  along  and 


with  the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  line  of  demar- 
cation between  the  territories  of  His  Britannie 
Majesty  and  those  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
the  said  line  shall  form  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  said  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  the  Stony  mountains.  'But  nothing  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  article  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  the  northwestern  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, or  to  territories  belonging  to,  or  claimed 
by,  either  party,  on  the  continent  of  America 
westward  of  the  Stony  mountains ;  and  any  such 
country  as  may  be  claimed  bj  either  party  west- 
ward of  the  Stony  mountains,  shaft,  together 
with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free  and 
open  to  the  vessels,  subjects,  or  citizens  of  the 
two  Powers,  respectively,  for  the  purposes  of 
trade  and  commerce.  It  being  well  understood 
that  nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall  be 
taken  to  affect  the  claims  of  any  other  Power  or 
State  to  any  part  of  the  said  country ;  the  only 
object  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  being 
to  prevent  disputes  and  differences  between  them- 
selves. 

Abticlb  C. 

His  Majesty  tbe  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  dtc.,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  animated  with  an  equal  desire  to  pre- 
vent, by  conventional  regulations,  the  recurrence 
of  inconveniences  which  have  heretofore  arisen 
from  the  employment  of  the  natural  born  sub* 
jects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  the  public  or 
private  marine  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  employment  of  the  natural  born  citizens  of 
tbe  United  States  in  the  public  or  private  ma- 
rine of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  have  nominated 
Plenipotentiaries  to  negotiate  a-  convention  for 
this  desirable  object. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  dec.  has  nomi- 
nated the  right  honorable  Fredericc  John  Rob- 
inson, dt&,  and  Henry  Goulburn,  Esq.,  d^.,  and 
tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  has  nominated 
Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Rush,  Esq., 
dbc,  who,  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
found  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upoa 
and  signed  the  following  articles : 

1.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage  and 
bind  themselves  to  adopt,  respectively,  without 
delay,  the  most  effectual  measures  for  ezclndin|^, 
respectively,  from  serving  either  in  their  public 
or  private  marine^  the  natural  born  subjects  and- 
the  natural  born  citizens  of  the  other  party ;  that 
is  to  say:  His  Majesty  tbe  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  ex- 
cluding the  natural  born  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  serving  either  in  the  public  or  pri- 
vate marine  of  his  dominions;  and  the  United 
States,  for  excluding  the  natural  born  subjects  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  from  servine  either  in  the 
public  or  private  marine  of  tbe  United  States; 
and  such  measures,  when  adopted,  shall  be  im- 
mediately communicated  by  each  party  to  the 
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other:  Provided alwayff  That  oothiig  eoAtained 
io  this  article  shall  be  aoderstood  to  apply  to  aoj* 
aeameo,  being  natural  born  subjects  or  His  Bri- 
tannic  Majestf,  or  natural  born  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  hare  been  naturalized  by  the 
reepectire  laws  of  either  Power  prerious  to  the 
sigoatiire  of  the  present  conrention. 

2.  The  high  contracting^  parties  engage  to  de- 
liver, each  to  the  other,  within  eighteen  months 
from  tbe  ratification  of  the  present  conrention,  a 
Hat,  as  far  as  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  ob- 
tain it,  containing  the  names  and  description  of 
the  seamen  falling  within  the  said  exception,  spe- 
cifying the  places  of  their  birth,  and  the  date  of 
their  becoming  naturalized.  And  it  is  further 
agreed  that  no  person,  whose  name  shall  not  be 
ioctuded  in  the  said  lists,  shall  be  deemed  to  fall 
within  the  said  exceptions. 

3.  It  is  howerer  agreed  that,  if  one  of  the  hitfh 
contracting  parties  shall,  at  any  time  during  the 
coatinuanee  of  this  -conrention,  think  fit  to  no- 
tify to  the  other  that  it  does  not  insist  upon  the 
exclusion  of  its  natural  born  subjects,  or  natural 
born  citizens,  from  the  public  or  prirate  niarine 
of  the  other  party,  it  shall  be  competent  to  the 
aaid  other  party,  notwithstanding  the  engage- 
ment set  forth  in  tbe  first  article  of  this  conren- 
tion, no  longer  to  exclude  tbe  said  subjects  or 
citizens:  Provided  idwaye,  That,  whenerer  the 
Power  which  has  made  the  said  notification  shall 
recall  the  same^  its  recall  shall  be  immediately 
eommunicated  to  tbe  other  contracting  partr; 
and,  on  receipt  of  such  communication,  the 
Power  receiring  the  same  shall  forthwith  make 
it  known,  in  the  most  public  and  official  manner, 
and  shall  use  its  utmost  endearors  to  restrain  the 
said  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party  from 
further  serring  in  its  public  or  prirate  marine, 
and  shall  enforce  tbe  exclusion  of  such  of  tbe 
said  subjects  or  citizens  of  tbe  other  Power  as 
may  then  be  in  its  serrice,  as  if  no  such  stipula- 
tions as  are  contained  in-  the  preceding  part  of 
this  article  had  been  agreed  to. 

4.  It  is  agfeed  by  the  high  contracting  parties, 
that,  duritf^  the  continuance  of  the  present  con- 
rention, neither  Power  shall  impress  or  forcibly 
withdraw,  or  cause  to  be  impressed  or  forcibly 
withdrawn,  any  person  or  persons  from  the  ^es- 
sels  of  the  other  parry,  when  met  upon  the  high 
seas,  or  upon  the  narrow  seaa,  on  any  plea  or  pre- 
text whatsoerer:  Provided  alwaySj  That  noth- 
ing contained  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to 
impair  or  affect  the  righu  of  either  Power  to  im- 
press or  forciblj  withdraw,  or  cause  to  be  im- 
pressed or  forcibly  withdrawn,  Its  natural  born 
subjecu  or  natural  born  citizens,  not  falling 
within  the  exceptions  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
articles,  fVom  anjr  ressel  being  within  its  ports, 
or  Within  its  ordinary  msritime  jurisdiction,  as 
acknowledged  by  the  law  of  nations:  AndaUo 
provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  impair  or  affect  the  established 
right  of  search,' as  authorized  in  time  of  war  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

6.  The  high  contracting  parties  hare  agreed 
to  extend  the  duration  of  the  present  treaty  to 


ten  years,  and  they  reserre  to  themselres  to  con- 
cert as  to  its  renewal,  at  such  conrenient  period, 
prerioiis  to  its  expiration,  as  may  Insure  to  their 
respectire  subjects  or  citizens,  as  aforesaid,  the 
uninterrupted  benefit  which  they  expect  from  iu 
prorisions :  Provided  alwaye,  That  either  Power 
may,  if  k  deem  it  expedient,  upon  giriog  six 
months'  prerious  notice  to  the  other,  wholly  ab- 
rogate and  annul  the  present  treaty. 

6.  It  is  agreed  that  nothing  contained  in  the 
preceding  articles  shall  be  understood  to  impair 
or  affect  tbe  rights  and  principles  on  which  the 
high  contracting  parties  bare  heretofore  acted  in 
respect  to  any  of  the  matters  to  which  these  stip- 
ulations refer,  except  so  far  as  the  same  shall 
hare  been  modified,  restrained,  or  suspended  by 
the  said  artiples.  And  whenerer  the  present 
cotarention  shall  cease  to  be  in  operation,  either 
by  tbe  expiration^  of  the  term  for  which  it  is 
enacted,  without  any  renewal  of  the  same,  or  by 
the  abro^tion  thereof  br  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  as  hereinberore  prorided,  or  (which 
Qod  forbid)  by  any  war  between  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  each  of  the  said  high  contract- 
ing parties  shall  stand,  with  respect  to  the  other, 
as  to  its  said  rights  and  principles,  as  if  no  such 
conrention  had  erer  been  made. 

Artiolb  D. 

(a.)  Whenerer  one  of  the  high  contracting 
parties  shall  be  at  war,  any  ressel  of  the  other 
party,  sailing  for  a  port  or  place  belonging  to  an 
enemy  of  the  party  at  war,  without  knowing 
that  the  same  is  blockaded,  may  be  turned  away 
from  such  port  or  pface;  but  she  shall  not  be 
detained  on  account  of  such  blockade,  unless, 
after  such  notice,  she  shall  again  attempt  to  en- 
ter. And,  in  order  to  determine  what  cbarae- 
terizes  a  blockade,  it  is  agreed  that  that  denomi- 
nation shatr  apply  onir  to  a  port  where  there  is, 
by  the  disposition  of  the  Power  which  blockades 
it  with  a  naral  force,  stationary  or  sufficiently 
near,  an  erident  danger  in  entering. 

(&.)  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  future  to 
be  deemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed  that 
under  the  said  denomination  shall  be  comprised 
all  arms  and  implements  serring  for  the  pur* 
poses  of  war,  by  land^  or  by  sea,  such  as  cannou, 
mortars,  muskets,  pistols,  and  other  fire-arnu, 
petardi,  bombs,  grenades,  carcasses,  Mueisaes, 
rockets,  carriages  for  cannon,  firelocks,  miuke^ 
rests,  bandoliers,  gunpowder,  saltpetre,  match, 
balls  and  bullets,  helmets  or  nead-pieces^  cuiras- 
ses, swords,  pikes,  halberts,  lances^  jarelins,  sad- 
dles, bridles,  and  other  horse  furniture,  holsters, 
pouches,  belts,  and  generally  all  other  implements 
of  war;  as,  also,  timber  for  shipbuilding,  tar,  or 
rosin,  copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage, 
and  generally  whaterer  may  serre  directly  to  the 
equipment  of  ressels,  unwrought  iron  and  planks 
only  excepted;  and  all  the  abore  articles  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  just  objects  of  confiscation, 
whenerer  they  ace  attempted  to  be  carried  to  an 
enemy. 

(c.)  In  all  cases  of  unfounded  detention,  or 
other  contrarention  of  the  regulations  stipulated 
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Sy  the  present  treaty,  tbe  owners  of  the  vessel 
and  carg^o  detained  shall  be  allowed  damages 
proportioned  to  the  loss  occasioned  thereby,  to- 
getper  with  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  trial. 
All  proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to- prevent 
delays  in  deciding  the  cases  of  ships  or  cargoes 
so  broaght  in  for  adjudication,  and  in  payment 
or  i'eeovery  of  any  indemnification  adjudged  or 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  masters  or  owners  of 
such  ships  or  cargoes.  And  whenever  sentence 
sliali  be  pronounced  against  any  vessel  thus  cap- 
tured or  detained,  or  against  her  cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  all  the 
^roceedioffs  in  the  cause,  and  of  the  said  sen- 
tence, shall,  if  required,  be  delivered  without  de- 
ftly, to  the  comnaanders  of  the  said  vessels,  or  to 
the  owner  thereof,  or  to  the  agent  of  either,  on 
payment  of  all  le^l  feeB  and  demands  for  the 


same. 


The  commanders  of  ships-of-wax  and  priva* 
teers  of  the  belligerent  party  shall,  in  the  search'- 
ing  of  the  mercnant  ships  of  the  other  partv, 
conduct  themselves  according  to  th?  acknowl- 
edged principles  and  rules  of  the  law  of  nations, 
ana  as  favorably,  moreover,  as  towards  the  naoat 
friendly  Power  that  may  remain  neuter.  The 
said  commanders,  their  officers,  and  crews,  shall 
forbear  doing  any  damage  to  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  the  other  phirty,  or  committing  any  out- 
rage against  them  $  and  if  they  act  tp  the  con- 
trary they  shall  be  panished,  and  shall  also  inake 
aaiisfactioa  and  reparation  for  all  damages,  and 
the  interest  thereof,  of  whatever  nature  the  said 
damages  may  be. 

(d)  The  ships-of-war  aad  privateers  of  the- 
two  nations,  as  well  as  their  prizes,  shall  be 
tieatad  in  their  respective  ports  af  those  of  the 
moat  favored  nation. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Ppwer  or  State 
at  war  with  either  of  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties, or  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  Power  or 
State,  to'  fit  out  or  arm  sfaips-of-war,  or  priva- 
teers, in  the  ports  of  the  other  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  nor  to  sell  what  they  may  take 
as  prize  irom  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  high  con- 
tracting party  with  whom  such  Power  or  State 
may  be  at  war,  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  nor  in 
any  other  manner  to  exchange  the  samej  nor 
shall  they  be  allowed  to  purchase  mote  provis- 
ions than  shall  be  necessary  for  their  going  to 
the  nearest  port  of  that  Power  or  State  to  which 
they  belong. 

(e.)  In  the  event  of  a  shipwreck  happening  to 
any  vessel  or  vessels  belonging  to  eitner  of  the 
bi^h  contracting  parties,  or  their  subjects  and 
citizens,  on  the  coasts  of  the  othar^  every  assist- 
ance shall  he  given  for  the  protection  of  the  un- 
fortunate persons,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
ship,  cargo,  and  all  effects  which  may  be  saved, 
either  from  on  board  the  ship,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever;  and  the  same  shall  not  be  con- 
cealed, nor  detained,  nor  damaged,  under  any 
pretext  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  the  same 
shall  be  preserved  and  restored  to  them,  upon  a 
suitable  recompense  being  given  to  those  who 


shall  have  asaisted  in  saving  th^ic  pers^oA^,  resselsi 
or  effects, 

(/.)  If  at  any  time  a  rupture  should  take  plaae 
(which  Qod  forbid)  between  His  Britannic  Ma* 
jesty  and  the  United  8tate%  neither  the  debts 
due  from  individuals  of  one  of  the  two  nationa 
to  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares  or  monejca 
which  they  may  have  in  the  public  funds,  or  in 
the. public  or  private  banks,  shall  be  sequestered 
or  oonftJMsated ;  and  the  merchants  and  others  of 
each  of  the  two  nations  residing  in  (he  domin- 
ions of  the  othef  shall  in  no  case  be  detained  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  they  shall  be  permitted  to 
remove,  with  their  families,  effects,  and  property; 
each  Government  having,  nevertheless^  the  right, 
during  their  remaining  in  iudoounions,  to  maka 
such  regulations,  and  to  take  iuch  precautions 
as  it  may  deem  necessary  with  respect  to  such 
persons. 

MjBMOaAN^DII  BS. 

Upon  tha  subject  of  these  articles  numbered 
iVom  a  to  At,  which  were  brought  forward  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  and  annexed  to  the 
protocol  of  the  third  conference,  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries stated  that,  although  they  were  not 
instructed  to  bring  any  of  these  topics  before  the 
conferences  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  al* 
though  they  considered  it  by  no  means  necessary 
that  the  t#o  countries- should  now  come  to  any 
conventional  arrangement  relating  to  them,  they 
were,  nevertheless,  ready  to  affree  to  the  annexed 
articles  (a,  b,  c,  d^  e,  /,)  which  embraced  all  the 
points  upon  which,  in  their  judgment,  it  was  ex* 
pedi^nt  that  the  two  countries  should  enter  into 
positive  stipulations, 

iSlaves. 

Articlb.  Whereas  it  was  agreed  by  the  first 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  "  all  urritory^ 
places,  and  possessions  whatsoever,  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  may  be  uken  after  the  signing  of  this 
treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  axid 
without  causing  anv  destruction,  or*  carrying 
Away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  property, 
originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  placesi 
which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or 
other  private  property :"  And  whereas,  under  the 
aforesaid  article,  the  United  States  claim  for  their 
citizens,  and  as  their  private  property,  the  resti- 
tution of,  or  full  compensation  for,  iall  slaves  who« 
at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  aaid  treatv,  were  in  any  territory,  places,  or 
possessions  whatsoever,  directed  by  the  said  treaty 
to  be  restored  to  the  United  States,  but  then  still 
occupied  by  the  British  forces,  whether  such 
slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on  shore  or  on 
board  any  British  vessels  lying  in  waters  within 
the  territory  or  jurisdictiooof  the  United  Statea» 
And  whereas  differences  have  arisen  whether,  by 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  aforesaid 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  United  States 
are  entitled  to  the  restitution  of,  or  full  compen- 
sation for,  all  01  any  slaves,  as  above  described ; 
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th«  high  eontraeting  parties  d»  hereby  agree  to 
refer  the  said  differenee  to  some  friendly  8or- 
ereigo  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that  purpose ; 
and  the  high  eontraeting  parties  farthe  r  engage 
to  consider  the  decision  of  sach  friendly  Borereiffn 
or  State  to  be  final  and  conclnsive  on  all  the 
matters,  referred. 

No.  10. 

Amendment  to  hoimdanf  Une^  propoeed  by  itmer- 
ieon  Plenipotentiariu  at  the  eighth  co^yerenee. 

In  lieu  of  the  latter  part  of  the  article  insert : 
^'And  it  is' agreed  that  any  such  country  as  may 
be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the  Northwest 
coast  of  America,  or  on  the  continent  of  America 
wtotward  of  the  Stony  mountains,  shall,  together 
with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the  navi- 
gatiooof  ail  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free  and 
open^  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of 
the  signature  of  this  treaty,  to  the  vessels,  citizens. 
and  sabjecu  of  the  two  Powers;  it  being  well, 
understood  that  this  agreement  i^  not  to  be  con- 
strued to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either 
of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  may  hare  to 
any  part  of  the  last-mentioned  connUy ;  nor  shall 
it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claims  of  aoy  other  Power 
or  S^ate  to  aoy  part  of  the  said  country — the  only 
object  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  in  that 
respect,  being  to  prevent  disputes  and  differences 
among  themselves." 

No.  11. 

Pratocol(fthe  eighth  coirferencebetween  the  Amer- 
ican and  Britieh  Plemipatentiariee^  held  at 
WhUehaO^  on  the  l^h  of  October^  1318. 
Present :  Mr.  Gbllatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robln- 
aon,  Mr.  Qoolbarn. 

The  protocols  of  the  two  preceding  confer- 
ences were  agreed  tQ  and  signed. 

The  several  articles  upon  the  fisheries  f  the 
boandary;  the  territory  westward  a(  the  Stony 
mountains ;  the  captured  slavee ;  and  the  renewal 
of  the  existing  commercial  convention,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  expressed  their 
regret  that  the  rejection  of  several  or  the  amend- 
ments which  they  had  offered  to  the  projet  on 
impressment,  and  which  fhey  deemed  essential, 
compelled  theia  to  decline  acceding  to  that 
prmt. 

The  great  alterations  made  by  the  British 
Pienipotentiaries  to  the  articles  propoeed  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiariea  on  maritime  rights, 
also  induced  the  latter  to  think  that,  althongh  a 
season  of  peace  appeared  the  most  favorable  time 
for  arranging  sucn  subjects,  it  would  be  iaeipe- 
dient  to  discuss  them  any  farther,  more  especially 
as  it  had  never  been  the  intention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  to  adopt  or  propose  any 
articles  upon  maritime  snbjeets,  without  an  ad« 
jQstment  of  that  on  impressment. 

The  British  Pienipotentiaries  brooght  forward 
an  article,  as  annexed,  (F,)  upon  the  subject  of 
the  direct  intercourse  between  the  West  Indies 
and  the  United  States  of  America;  but  they 
suted  that  they  could  not  consent  to  sign  any 
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article  upon  that  subject,  unless  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  were  prepared  at  the  same  time 
to  accede  to  articles  which  should  put  the  inter- 
course between  Bermuda  and  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  between  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns* 
wick  and  the  United  States,  upon  the  footing 
contemplated  In  the  article  originally  offisred  by 
the  British  Qovernment  with  respect  to  Bermuda, 
and  in  that  respecting  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Bronswick,  brooght  forward  at  a  former  confen- 
ence  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries^ 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  declared  (hat 
their  instructions  did  not  authorize  them  to  sign 
the  West  India  article  as  proposed  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  but  agreed  to  take  the  whole 
question  ad  referendum  to  their  Governments. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  90th 
instant. 

ALBBRT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

F. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  import  from*  [.^^Y^^ 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which  any  for- 
eign vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  toj  any  of  the 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  shall  be  open  to  the  vessels 
of  any  other  foreign  Power  or  State,  tobacco, 

Citch,  tar,  turpentine,  staves,  headings,  shingles, 
orses,  mules,  poultry,  live  stock,  and  provisions 
of  all  sorts,  except  salted  provisions  of  any  de- 
scription, whether  meat,  fish,  or  butter,  such  ar- 
ticles being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  United  States;  and  the  said  vessels 
shall  also  have  liberty  to  import,  in  the  same 
manner,  any  other  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  the  impor- 
tation of  which  into  the  above-mentioned  ports 
shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited  from  every  other 
foreign  country  or  place. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  likewise 
have  liberty  to  export  from  any  of  the  aforesaid 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
the  West  Indies,  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of 
the  United  Stateis,  rum,  molasses,  and  salt,  being 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  above-mentioned  do- 
minions in  the  West  Indies  ;  and  the  said  vessels 
shall  also  have  liberty  to  export,  iii  the  same 
manner,  any  other  articles  of  the  said  growth, 
produce,  or  mann&cture,  the  exportation  of  which 
in  foreign  vessels  from  the  said  ports  to  any  other 
foreign  country  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited. 

British  vessels  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  have 
liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  to  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  rum,  molasses,  and 
salt,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 


*  The  words  within  the  brackets  were  not  inserted, 
•s  is  supposed  by  an  accidental  omission  in  the  copy 
handed  in  lyy  the  Britkh  Pienipotentisiiss. 
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of  His  Britannic  Bfajestv's  «bo?e-meDttoiie4  do- 
mioioos  in  the  West  Inoies;  and  British  vessels 
shall  also  have  liberty  to  import,  ia  the  same 


Majesty 

to  the  United  States  shall  be  allowed  as  aforesaid 
id  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

British  vessels  shall  likewise  have  liberty  to 
export  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the 
United  States  to  anv  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  the  West  Indies, 
tobacco,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  staves,  headings, 
shingles,  horses,  mules,  pouUry,  live  stock,  and 
provisions  of  all  sorts,  except  salted  prorisionsof 
any  description,  whether  meat,  &b,  or  butter, 
such  articles  being  of  the  ffrowtb,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States;  and  the  said 
vessels  sbaU  also  have  liberty  to  export,  in  the 
same  manner,  every  other  aft  rcU,  being  the  growth, 
prodwie,  or  nMiufactttre  of  the  United  States,  the 
importation  t>f  which  into  the  British  ports  from 
the  said  United  States  shall  be  allowed  in  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties,  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article, 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as 
above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  bther  or 
higher  duties  or  charges  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports  by  the  vessels  of  such  other  party } 
and  they  shall  hare  liberty,  respectively,  to  touch, 
during,  the  same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the 
above-mentioned  ports  of  the  other  party,  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  their  inward  and  of  taking 
on  board  their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  the 
articles  which  niay  be  imported  therein,  by  virtue 
of  this  article,  when  imported  in  British  vessels, 
than  when  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  nor  when   imported  directly  from  the 
above-mentioned  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
dominions,  than  when  imported  in  a  circuitous 
manner.    And  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
paid  on  the  importation  into  any  of  the  abore- 
mentioned  ports  of  fiis  Britannic  Majesty's  do- 
minions of  any  of  the  articles  which  may  be  im- 
ported therein  by  virtue  of  this  article,  when 
,  miported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
when  imported  in  British  vessels ;  nor  when  im- 
ported directly  from  the  United  States,  than  when 
imported  in  a  circuitous  manner.    It  is  agreed, 
moreover,  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
charged  upon  any  of  theabove-mentioned  articles, 
being  of  toe  growth,  produce^  or  manufacture  of 
the  two  countries,  respectively,  when  imported 
by  virtue  of  this  article,  on  the  one  hand,  into  the 
said  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesity's  dominions, 
or  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
other,  than  may  be  charged  on  similar  articles 
when  iinported  from  any  other  foreign  country ; 
but  His  Britannic  Majesty  reserves  Co  himself  the 
rieht  to  impose  higher  duties  upon  all  articles  so 
allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  said  British  ports 
from  the  United  States,  than  are,  or  may  be, 
chargeable  upon  all  similar  articles,  when  Import- 


ed from  any  of  His  Majesty's  dominions :  Pro- 
vided.  That  in  such  casa  such  similar  articloa 
shall  be  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufaotore 
of  His  Majesty's  )>ossession8.  The  same  duties 
shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties  shall  be  aU 
lowed  OB  iha  exportation  of  any  articles  which 
may,  by  virtue  of  this  article,  be  exported  either 
from  tne  said  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
dominions  in  the  West  Indies  to  the  United 
Statea,  as  from  «ha  United  fttatee  la  t^  aboT*** 
maatioaed  potrta,  whether  stteh  exportattoa  shall 
be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British 
vessels. 

No.  12. 

Proiocol  of  ike  nhUk  conference  between  the  Ame- 
rkan  and  BriHeh  PknipoftefUiariee^  hM  ai 
WhUehaU,  on  ihe  90A  ^OMber,  1616. 
Present :  Mr.  Oallati»,  Mn  Rash,  Mr.  Robin- 
son,  Mr.  Qoalbu,rm 

The  protocol  of  the  m-ecedingcooferenee  w«b 
agreed  to  and  signed.  The  Plaoipat«atiariee  than 
proeeeded  to  sign  the  convention 

ALBBRT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON) 
HENRY  OOULBUfiN. 


Afr.  Rueh  to  the  Secretary  qf  State. 

LoNooN,  October  27. 1618. 

SiE :  I  had  the  honor  to  write  you  a  few  lines 
on  the  19th  instant,  and  immediatelv  forwarded 
them  in  tripHeate  to  the  Coosyl  at  Liverpool,  to 
be  seat  off  oy  the  earliest  ships,  to  say  that  we 
had  on  that  day  agreed  ta  siga  a  treaty  w^tli  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  points  whidi  I 
enumerated.  It  was  signed  on  the.  dOtb.  Tha 
joint  despatch  from  Mr.  Gallatin  and  myself, 
bearing  date  on  the  same  day,  giving  an  account 
of  the  whole  progress  of  the  negotiation,  was, 
together  with  the  convention  itself  and  all  the  ae- 
companying  documents,  forwarded  from  Jienoe 
to  Liverpool  on  the  2ith. 

After  consulting  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  I  did  not 
leel  at  liberty  to  employ  a  s{)ecial  messenger  to 
be  the  bearer  of  the  convention,  trusting  to  the 
ordinary  opportunities  by  our  merchant  vesseUi 
which  are  so  constant,  and  in  general  so  safe. 
I  accompanied  the  packet  with  a  special  letter  to 
Mr.  Maury,  apprizing  him  of  the  importance  of 
committing  it  to  faaods  that  were  trmtworthy, 
and  with  direetioaa  that  it  should  be  delivered 
to  the  postmaster  at  New  York,  or  wherever  elea 
the  ship  may  arrive,  without  any  delay,  it  will 
thus,  I  hope,  reach  Washington  with  all  expedi- 
tion and  safety*  On  the  side  of  the  Britiak 
Plenipotentiaries  a  special  secretary  was  employed 
for  the  bttsinesaof  this  negotiation.  On  ours  Mr. 
Smith  has  acted;  a  circumstance  which  is  alluded 
to  only  ttlat  I  may  add  how  unremiuing  has  beea 
his  attention,  and  how  useful  his  services^  Mr. 
Gallatin  set  out  on  his  return  to  Paris  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  Duplicates  of  the  conven- 
tion, the  despatch,  and  all  the  other  papers,  will 
be  transmitted  at  the  earliest  moment  that  thay 
can  be  copied* 
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After  what  is  said  ia  j^uir  dospatoh  of  ihie  28tli 
of  July,  to  tha  joint  laissioo,  respeeiing  Judge 
Wallace's  decree,  oa  tlie  S9ih  of  Augost,  1817,  at 
Halifai,  in  the  cases  of  the  captured  fishiog  ves* 
sels,  it  is  proper  I  shooid  state  that  I  hare  beea 
informed  by  Mr.  Slsde^  in  a  note  of  the  14th  of 
this  month,  that  no  appeal  has  been  entered  by 
the  captors  from  tJie  sentences  of  restitution ;  and 
that,  the  time  hariag  now  gooe  by  allowed  by 
the  practice  of  the  admiralty  for  entaring  appeslsy 
none  can  be  entered.  He  adds,  that  as  tbe  own* 
era  of  the  fessels  were  obliged  to  gtre  bail  at 
Halifax  to  answer  tbe  appeals,  it  is  possible  that 
thay  msy  also  hare  been  made  to  place  counter- 
secnritr  in  the  hands  of  the  bail:  in  which  case, 
the  bail  may  refuse  to  part  with  such  security, 
withoota  de$er1um  Drem  the  appellate  court  here— 
that  iSf  a  decree  that  the  appeals  had  not  been 
prosecuted,  and  that  the  origmal  sentence  should 
be  carried  into  effecu  Bui  as  sueh  a  decree 
would  he  attended  with  eapens%  be  does  not  ad- 
rise  it  for  the  present.  In  the  erent  of  its  becom<> 
ing  necessary  to  the  owners,  they  should  be  in- 
formed that  they  cannot  hare  the  benefit  of  it 
until  ofiee  eonies  of  the  decrees  of  restitution  at 
Halifax  are  arst  forwarded.  Mr.  Slade  is  the 
pfoctor  whom  1  employed  contingently  to  gire 
attention  to  these  caseL  as  mentioned  in  my  de- 
spiatch  of  the  21st  of  Jmrch. 

From  the  instructions  of  the  28th  of  July,  I 
infer  that  Qorernment  contemplated  becoming 
insuumental  to  the  solemn  argument  of  the  sieat 
question  of  right  under  the  treaty  of  1783,  only  in 
the  erent  of  no  article  respecting  the  fisheries 
being  agreed  upon.  As  one  has  been  signed,  1 
design  to  take  no  further  steps  on  this  head,  should 
the  conrention  be  ratified,  without  further  in- 
struclions  from  the  Department.  I  mention  this, 
perceiring  from  the  newspaners  that  there  hare 
oeen  fresh  captures  of  our  nshiag  ressels  during 
the  last  season,  followed  by  sentences  of  condem- 
oaciofl,  from  which  appeals  on  the  part  of  the 
claimants  may,  I  take  it  for  granted,  be  antici- 
pated.   With  rery  great  respect,  dbc. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


H^.  Adamt  to  MemrB.  Gallatin  and  Rush, 

DaPi^RTMBNT  or  Stats, 

WofhmgUm,  November  2, 1818. 
Qbntlbmen  :  From  the  despatches  which,  since 
I  iaat  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  have  been 
aeoeired  at  this  Departmeat,  from  Ms.  Rush,  dated 
the  ddth  aAd  d6th  of  Joae  and  the  15th  of  Au- 
guac,  it  appears  that  there  are  two  subjects  likely 
to  he  brought,  under  consideration  in  your  oon- 
ferencee  with  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  which 
were  not  contemplated  by  tbe  President  at  the 
iime  when  your  former  instructions  were  pre- 
pared—impreasaieat  and  the  slare  trade. 

Impresement. 

In  the  notes,  Nos.  1  and  2,  delirered  by  Mr. 
Rush  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  first  on  the  18th 
of  Apriiy  and  the  second  on  the  20th  of  June, 
both  the  ofiers  had  been  made  to  the  British  Gor- 


ernment,  war  ranted  by  his  former  instrueiaoas  of 
legislatire  measdres  for  eicluding  British  seameu 
from  the  naral  and  merehaat  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  c4Midition  of  a  formal  stipulatioa 
on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain  that  the  impressmeat 
of  mea  from  the  ressels  of  the  United  States  shall 
henceforth  cease. 

Both  these  proposals,  at  the  time  whea  they 
were  offered,  or  shortly  afterwards,  bad.  been  re* 
jeeted,  with  an  intimatioa  from  Lord  Castlereagh 
toMr.  Rush,  in^  the  lauer  iasuaoe^  that  the  od* 
jectioAs  of  the  British  Cabinet  agaiast  them  w<wU 
be  DT^eented  in  writing. 

Afterwards,  howerer^  oa  tbe  14th  of  August 
he  expressed  his  wiliingaess  that  the  subjeol 
should  be  taken  up  in  the  proposed  negotiation  of 
a  eommereial  treaty,  and  a  rowed,  as  an.  opinion 
of  his  own,  upon  which  he  liad,  indeed,  not  eoA» 
suited  with  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet,  that 
these  proposals  might,  with  ceruin  niodificatio«% 
which  he  thought  rery  important  to  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, and  of  little  moment  to  the  essential  ohjaci 
of  the  Uaited  States,  be  readeted  acceptable. 
These  were:  1.  That  the  treaty  cootaiaiag  tte 
stipulation  should  be  limited  to  a  duration  of  tea 
or  twelre  years,  with  liberty  to  each  party  to  be 
absolred  from  its  stipulations  on  a  notice  of  three 
or  six  months.  2.  That  the  British  boarding 
officer,  entering  American  ships  at  sea  for  a  pur* 
pose  justified  under  the  laws  of  nations,  should 
bare  the  liberty  of  calling  for  a  list  of  the  crew, 
and.  if  he  saw  a  man  whom  he  knew  or  suspected 
of  being  an  Baglishman,  he  should,  without 
ukiog  tbe  man,  hare  the  pririlese  of  making  a 
record  or  prode  verbal  of  the  fact,  to  be  pr^ 
seated  to  the  considetatian  of  the  American  G»or- 
eroment. 

These  suggestions  hare  receired  the  fnileat 
and  most  ddi  berate  coosiderataoa  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  earnest  disposition  on  his  part  to 
view  them  in  the  most  farorable  light.  He  wal« 
comes  tbem,  especially,  as  the  first  indications  af 
a  cousciousoess  in  the  British  Cabinet  that  the 
permaaency  of  peace  between  the  two  countriea 
is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  resumption  of 
the  practice  of  impressing  mea  from  our  ressela 
on  the  high  seas-^a  cpnriction  so  profoundly  imr 
pressed  upon  his  own  miad,  that  he  scarcdlf 
thinks  any  discouragement  could  justify  a  remis- 
sion of  our  efibrts  to  remore  this  ineritabte  cause 
of  future  collisions,  so  ioag  as  the  practice  hith- 
erto perserered  in  shall  continue  jto  exist. 

It  is  readily  agreed  that  the  treaty  to  contain 
the  stipulation  shall  be  limited  in  duration  Co 
eight,  ten,  or  twelre  years;  but  that  either  party 
should  hare  the  liberty  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
whole,  treaty  by  a  notice  of  three  or  six  months, 
would  seem  to  place  the  whole  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries  upon  too  preaa* 
rious  a  foundation.  Some  of  the  stipulations  pro- 
posed in  your  negotiation  are,  in  their  nature, 
intended  to  be  permanent,  eren  in  the  erent  of  a 
war ;  others  would  require  legislatire  regulations 
to  protect  interesu  which  would  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  the  sudden  termination  of  the  treaty. 
The  President,  nerertheless,  anthoriaes  you  to 
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agree  that,  besides  the  ffeneral  limitation  of  tke 
temporary  articies  of  the  treatr  to  eight,  ten,  or 
twelve  years,  either  party  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
dissolve  them  after  a  notice  of  two  years  given  to 
and  received  by  the  other;  or,  if  preferable  to  the 
British  Govern  men  t,  the  article  relative  to  im- 
pressment may  be  made  a  separate  article,  dis- 
tinct from  the  rest  of  the  treaty,  and  limited  to  a 
term  of  foar  years.  This  course  wonld,  indeed, 
be  most  convenient,  as  it  would  give  us  the  op- 
portunity of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon 
It,  without  implicating  it  with  the  other  parts  of 
the  treaty.  Our  intention  and  expectation  is, 
that  the  practice  of  taking  men  from  our  ships 
Mng  once  formally  renounced  by  Great  Britain, 
the  will,  in  point  of  fact,  never  recur  to  it  again. 
If  the  intention  of  Lord  Castlereagh  was  that 
this  right  of  dissolving  the  compact  by  a  notice 
of  three  or  six  months  should  apply  only  to  the 
article  against  impressment,  its  acceptance  is  ob- 
jectionable on  other  gronnas.  The  engagement 
to  exclude  all  British  seamen  from  our  sea  ser- 
vice will  operate,  immediately  from  its  com- 
mencement, with  some  inconvenience  to  our 
merchants.  Since  the  peace  and  the  dispersion 
of  the  vast  nnmber  of  seamen  disbanded  from  the 
British  navy,  there  are.  no  doubt,  considerable 
avmbers  of  them  who  nave  found  employment 
on  board  of  our  vessels^  and  their  exclosion  from 
them  will  not  be  accomplished  without  some  in- 
convenience. The  effect  of  the  stipulation  of 
Great  Britain  to  take  no  men  from  our  vessels  is 
remote,  and  contingent  upon  the  event  of  her 
being  engaged  in  a  maritime  war  with  other 
Powers :  the  onerous  part  of  the  engagement  is, 
therefore,  to  us  immediate  and  certain ;  the  bene- 
fit to  be  derived  from  it  distant  and  eventual.  If 
to  this  apparent  inequality  should  be  added  a 

Cwer  reserved  by  Great  Britain  to  cancel  the 
rgain  by  a  simple  notice  of  three  or  six  months, 
we  could  scarcely  consider  it  as  a  contract.  It 
would  be  a  positive  concession  and  sacrifice,  on 
cor  part,  for  the  m«re  chance  of  a  future  equiva- 
lent for  it,  altogether  dependent  upon  the  will  of 
the  other  party.  The  alternatives  now  proposed^ 
it  is  boped^  will  answer  the  purposes  intended  by 
the  expedient  suggested  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
without  being  equally  liable  to  the  difficulties 
which  arrest  our  assent  to  it  otherwise  than  as 
thus  modified.  It  would  also  be  desirable  that 
the  commencement  of  the  engagement  to  exclude 
British  seamen  should  be  postponed  for  some 
time,  (say  to  the  lat  of  October,  1680,)  that  a 
aufficieut  notice  may  be  given  to  the  merchants 
and  mariners  whose  interests  will  be  affected 
by  it. 

The  second  proposal  (that  British  officers  en- 
tering our  merchant  vessels  for  purposes  war- 
lanted  by  the  law  of  nations  shall  be  authorized 
to  call  for  the  list  of  the  crew,  and,  if  they  should 
find  or  suspect  an  Eoflishman  to  be  on  board, 
make  a  record  of  the  lact  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
monstrance to  the  Government  of  the  United 
Btates)  is,  in  the  view  of  the  President^  still  more 
objectionable.  In  the  first  place,  the  distrust 
which  it  implies  that  the  laws  for  excluding  Bri- 


tish seamen  will,  though  stipulated,  not  be  faith- 
fully  executed,  is  not  wananted  by  any  experi- 
ence, nor  can  this  Government  give  countenance 
to  it  by  assenting  to  any  stipulation  which  would 
be  considered  as  resulting  from  it.  If  the  United 
States  bind  themselves  to  this  exclusion,  they  will 
sincerely  and  faithfully  carry  it  into  execution. 
It  was  not  expressly  asked  by  Lord  Castlereagh 
in  his  proposal,  as  reported  bj  Mr.  Rush,  that  the 
officer,  in  calling  for  the  shipping  paper,  should 
also  hare  the  power  of  musterioff  the  crew,  to 
examine  them  by  comparison  with  the  list ;  but 
as  the  mere  view  of  the  list  would  be  useless  un- 
less coupled  with  that  power,  we  consider  it  aa 
having  been  intended  to  be  included  in  the  pro- 
posal; and  this  very  inspection  of  the  crews  of 
our  vessels  by  a  foreign  officer  has  been  found 
among  the  most  insultmff  and  grievous  agmva- 
tions  of  the  practice  of  impressment.  Besides 
this,  the  tendency  of  such  an  examination  in  every 
single  instance  would  be,  to  produce  altercation 
between  the  British  officer  and  the  commander 
of  the  American  vessel.  •  If  the  officer  should  be 
authorized  to  make  a  record  of  his  suspicions,  the 
master,  on  his  side,  and  the  suspected  seamen, 
must  of  course  have  the  privilege  of  making  their 
counter- record;  and  as  there  would  be  no  tribu- 
nal to  judffe  between  them,  the  probable  ultimate 
result  could  be  no  other  than  that  of  exciting  irri- 
tation between  the  two  nations,  and  fractious  dis- 
cussions between  the  Governments. 

If  the  engagement  to  exclude  British  seamen 
from  our  service  should  fail  of  being  executed  to 
an  extent  worthy  of  the  slightest  attention  of  the 
British  Government,  they  could  not  avoid  having 
notice  of  it,  by  proofs  more  effectual  and  more 
abundant  than  could  be  furnished  by  this  sort  of 
scrutiny.  A  failure  of  execution  on  our  part  to 
any  such  extent  would  give  them  not  only  the 
right  of  remonstrating  to  ours,  but  even  of  can- 
celling their  obligation  within  a  lapse  of  time, 
which  must  guard  them  against  the  danger  of 
any  material  national  injury.  We  have  the  Ail- 
lest  confidence  that,  if  the  engagement  on  both 
sides*  be  once  contracted,  Great  Britain  will, 
thenceforward,  have  no  lawful  or  even  platisible 
motive  either  for  wishing  it  cancelled,  or  for 
inspecting  the  crews  of  our  vessels  in  search  of 
men. 

Slave  Trade. 

The  President  desires  that  you  would  maka 
known  to  the  British  Government  his  sensibflitT 
to  the  friendly  spirit  of  confidence  with  whica 
the  treaties  lately  contracted  by  Great  Britain 
with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  legislative  measures  of  Parliament  founded 
upon  them,  have  been  communicated  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  invitation  to  the  United  States 
to  join  in  the  same,  or  similar  arrangemente,  has 
been  given.  He  wishes  you.  also,  to  give  the 
strongest  assurances  that  the  solicitude  of  the 
United  States  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  com- 
mon object — the  total  and  final  abolition  of  that 
odious  traffic— -continues  with  all  the  earnestness 
which  has  so  long  and  so  steadily  distinguiahed 
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.(he  eooTM  of  their  poliey  im  relation  to  it.  As 
aik  evidence  of  thtt  earnestness,  he  requests  roa 
to  eoromonieate  to  them  a  eooy  of  the  net  of  Con- 
Igrreas  of  the  last  session,  in  addition  to  the  act  of 
1807,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  (acts  of  the  last  session,  chap- 
ter 86^  page  81,)  and  to  declare  the  readiness  of 
this  Qo?ernment,  within  their  Constitntional 
powers,  to  adopt  anjr  further  measitres  which  ex- 
perience may  prove  to  be  necessary  for  the  por- 
poee  of  obtaining  so  desirable  an  end. 

Bat  you  will  observe  that,  in  eiamining  the 
pro? isions  of  the  treaties  eommtinicaced  by  Lord 
Castlereagh,  all  their  essential  articles  appear 
to  be  of  a  chaiacter  not  adaptable  to  the  insti- 
tutions ox  to  the  cirenmstances  of  the  United 
States. 

The  power  agreed  to  be  recijprocally  given  to 
officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  to  en- 
ter, search,  capture,  and  carry  into  port  for  adju- 
dication, tne  merchant  ▼essels  of  the  other,  how- 
ever qualified  and  restricted,  is  most  essentially 
connected  with  the  institution,  by  each  treaty,  of 
two  mixed  Coori^  one  of  which  to  reside  iq  the 
external  or  colonial  possessions  of  .each  of  the 
two  partial,  reepectively.  This  part  of  the  sys- 
tem IS  indispensable  to  give  it  that'  character  of 
reciprocity,  without  wbToh  the  right  granted  to 
the  armed  ships  of  one  nation  to  search  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  another,  would  be  rather  a  mark 
of  vassalage  than  of  independence*  But  to  this 
4Mirt  of  the  system  the  United  States,  having  no 
eoloniea  either  on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  in  the 
West  Indies,  cannot  give  effect. 

You  will  add  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  StatesL  it  is  provided  that  the  judicial 
power  of  the  united  Sutes  shall  be  vested  in  a 
aupreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  couru  as  the 
Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  ca- 
tabli«h.  It  provides  that  the  judges  of  these 
^oartB  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  beha- 
vior, and  that  they  shall  be  removable  by  im- 
peachment and  conviction  of  crimes  or  misde- 
meanors. There  may  be  some  doubt  whether 
the  power  of  the  Gfovernmeni  of  the  United 
fitates  is  competent  to  institute  a  court  for  carry* 
ing  into  execution  their  penal  statutes  beyond  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States*— a  court  consist- 
ing partly  of  foreign  judges,  not  amenable  to  im- 
peachment for  corruption,- and  deciding  upon  the 
aUtutcs  of  the  United  States  without  appeal. 

That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  round  on 
hoard  the  slave-trading  vessels  which  might  be 
.condemned  by  the  sentence  of  these  mixed  courts, 
cannot  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  United  States ; 
for,  if  the  slaves  of  a  vessel  condemned  by  the 
Bftixed  court  should  be  ddivered  over  to  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  as  free  men,  they 
could  not,  bat  by  their  own  consent,  be  employed 
as  servants  or  Iree  laborers.  The  condition  of 
the  blacks  being,  in  this  Union,  regulated  by  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  separate  States,  the  Gtov- 
ernmeni  of  the  United  States  can  neither  gnar- 
anty  their  liberty  in  the  States  where  they  could 
only  he  received  as  slaves,  nor  control  them  in  the 
Btaies  where  they  would  be  recognised  as  free. 


That  the  admisnoo  of  a  right  in  the  oftcers  of 
foreign  ships  of  war  to  enter  and  search  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  in  time  of  peace,  under 
any  cirenmstances  whatever,  wonld  meet  with 
universal  repugnance  in  the  public  opinion  of 
this  country.  That  there  would  be  no  prospect 
of  a  ratification,  by  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  any  stipulation  of  that  nature.  That 
the  search  by  foreign  officers,  even  in  time  of 
war,  is  so  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  and  recollee* 
tions  of  this  country,  that  nothing  could  reconcile 
them  to  the  extension  of  it,  however  qualified  or 
restricted  to  a  time  of  peace.  And  that  it  would 
be  viewed  in  a  still  more  aggravated  Itghti  if,  as 
in  the  treaty  with  the  Netherlands,  connected 
with  a  formal  admission  that  even  vessels  under 
convoy  of  ships  of  war  of  their  own  nation 
shoidd  be  liable  to  search  by  the  ships  of  war  of 
another. 

You  will,  therefore,  express  the  regret  of  the 
President  that  the  stipulations  in  the  treaties  com- 
mnnicated  by  Lord  Castlereagh  are  of  a  eharee- 
ter  to  which  the  peenliar  situation  and  instite- 
tiojM  of  the  United  States  do  not  permit  them  to 
accede.  The  Constitntional  objection  may  be  the 
more  readily  understood  bj  the  British  Cahiael| 
if  they  are  reminded  that  it  was  an  obstacle  pro- 
ceeding from  the  same  principle  which  prevented 
Qreat  Britain  from  becoming,,  formally,  a  party 
to  the  Holy  Alliance  $  neither  can  ihey  be  at  a 
lose  to  perceive  the  embarrassment  under  which 
we  should  be  placed,  bv  receiving  cargoes  of  Af* 
rican  iiegroes,  and  be  bound  at  once  to  guaranty 
their  lit^rty,  and  to  employ  them  as  servants. 
Whether  they  will  be  ns  ready  to  enter  into  our 
feelings,  with  regard  to  the  search,  by  foreign 
navy  lieutenants,  of  vessels  under  convoy  of  our 
own  naval  commanders,  is,  perhaps,  of  no  male* 
rial  importance.  The  other  reasons  are  pre* 
samed  to  be  amply  sofficient  to  convince  them 
that  the  motives  for  declining  this  overture  are 
compatible  with  an  earnest  wish  that  the  meaa* 
ures  concerted  by  these  treaties  may  prove  sue* 
ceesfnl  in  extirpating  that  root  of  nnmberlesc 
evils--«the  traffic  in  human  blood;  and  with  the 
determination  to  co«operate,  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  our  powers,  in  this  great  vindication  of  the 
sacred  rights  of  humanity. 

JOHN  ftUINCY  ADAMS. 


Extract  qf  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rtuh  to  the  Sect$- 
.  tary  qfStaUf  dated 

LoNDOit,  Dec.  8, 1816. 

The  despatch  of  the  2d  November,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Gallatin  and  myself,  arrived  here  on  the 
6th  instant. 

Of  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates,  viz.,  im- 
pressment and  the  slave  trade,  the  department 
will  have  been  long  since  informed  by  our  joint 
communications  that  only  the  former  had  a  place 
in  the  late  negotiation.  As  we  came  te  no  •8[r<t- 
ment  on  it,  I  am  happy  to  think  that  none  of  the 
expectations  of  the  President  will  have  been  de- 

EBirted  from.    It  wlU  also  have  been  seen  that, 
ad  this  despatch  reaehed  us  before  the  negotia- 
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tJMi  ckterf,  ftHboQffli  it  wMid  Imrt  ftlieetad  oor 
•vodvct  tm  oae  of  tb«  poiMt,  the  retvli  would 
liiiTe  been  the  sttae.  I  deei|D  to  triOMAit  a  eo|»y 
«f  it  to  Perii  for  Bir.  Oelittin's  infonoMttea. 


Spftraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  RueK, 

dated 

DEFiJiTMCNT   OF  StATB, 

W4uhington^  Dec,  1, 1818. 

Tow  4tepatobet  to  No.  36,  iacliMire,  have 
been  received  at  this  offioe«  Of  the  trarioue  sab- 
jecte  to  which  they  rdate..  aad  which  apfMar  to 
reqaire  particalar  aetice/I  j^ropose  now  to  take 
a  review,  aceordiag  to  the  aaccefliire  order  of 
their  datee. 

The  first  ia  No.  S2,  dated  19th  Jane,  and  en- 
oloatng  yoor  eorrespondeDoe  with  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  relatire  to  a  passage  in  a  printed  report  of 
m  eonnittee  of  the  Hease  of  Represeotatires  of 
tbe  United  States  to  that  bodj,  meationiog  the 
lejieotion  by  the  President  or  the  four  articles 
wnich  had  been  proposed  by  the  British  Oorem- 
aieat  as  additions  to  the  cotnanerciai  contention 
«f  3d  July,  1815,  and  approving  that  rejectioa, 
iifoo  an  idea  entettaiaed  ay  the  committee  that 
the  foarth  of  thoeo  artioles  wonld  hare  inter  fared 
with  the  lettled  nolicy  of  the  United  Staies  in 
xalation  to  the  Indians  wilhin  their  limits.  This 
remark  of  the  oommittee  appears  to  hare  affected 
the  senaibility  of  the  Briusb  Chbinet  opon  two 
glowids :  first,  aa  they  considered  that  the  rejec- 
tion of  those  articles  had  not  been  previously 
communicated  to  them )  and,  secondly,  because 
tiwy  thought  the  article  in  qaestton  did  not  bear 
the  eoostruaiion,  and  thev  explicitly  disclaimed 
tbe  intention  that  it  shoula  bear  such  a  construc- 
tion aa  the  committee  of  Coagrem  had  thought 
npplicabie  to  it. 

With  regard  to  the  fliat  poiot,  the  explanation 
which  ensued  between  you  and  Lord  Caatlereagh 
mppaars  to  have  placed  it  in  the  proper  point  of 
Ttew.  The  articles  had  been  presented  to  your 
predecessor  as  embracing  the  utmost  extent  which 
Chn  British  Government  would  consent  to  give 
to  our  commercial  intercourse  with  their  oolonial 
poBMssiottB  in  this  hemisphere.  Before  your  de- 
parture from  this  country,  the^  President  had 
niada  up  his  mind  not  le  accept  them,  and  your 
instructions  had  authorized  you  to  make  this  de- 
termination known  to  the  British  Government 
hi  the  manner  which  it  was  supposed  would  be 
most  friendly  and  coneilkitory»  The  articles  had 
been  delivered  witlioat  any  accompanying  docu- 
ment, note,  or  commentary ;  and  as  it  was  not 
believed  here  that  they  could,  uader  any  modifi- 
cation, be  made  the  basis  of  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  upon  the  subject  to 
which  they  relate,  aad  as  it  wms  given  us  expli- 
citly to  nadersund  that  Great  Brimia  could  con- 
cede nothing  more  of  relaxations  to  her  cokmial 
mid  navigation  system,  it  was  thought  useless  to 
unter  into  discuasioo.  of  which  there  was  no 
prospect  that  it  would  tevminate  in  agreement, 
and  which  mighi  tend  to  irritation,  and  that  the 
moet  inoffensive  manner  of  communicating  the 


noo4icceptanoe  of  the  articles  would  be-  uerbally, 
IB  a  personal  interview  between  youreelf  and 
Lord  Caatleveagb.  On  reference  to  your  report 
of  your  first  conference  with  him,  on  the  M  cf 
Janimry.  it  appears  tiiai  the  part  of  your  ioscroe- 
tions  to  which  I  allude  was  then  exeeuiedi  and 
that,  without  twing  the  unaeoommodatiny  term 
ofrsjfcolieii,  you  communicated  to  him  the  die- 
position  of  the  President,  with  regard  to  the  lour 
articles,  in  a  UManer  altoaether  congenial  to  the 
spirit  of  that  formula  of  the  British  Constiiutioa 
by  which  the  dissent  of  the  Crown  is  sl|^ified  to 
an  net  which  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment^— 2e  JRoff  e'aneera.  There  was,  indeed,  so 
little  of  ambiguity  in  the  intimations  given  by 
you  at  that  time,  thnt  when,  before  the  receipt  m 
your  despatch  No.  22,  Mr.  Bagot  came  to  me 
with  a  copy  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  aote  to  you  of 
29th  May,  which  bad  been  sent  to  him,  I  recur* 
red  immediately  to  the  file  of  your  despatches, 
and  read  to  him  that  part  of  your  report  of  what 
passed  between  you  and  Lord  Castkreagh  nc 
yoor  oonlerenee  on  the  3d  of  Janniry ;  observing 
to  him  that  I  had  little  iasagined,  after  that  dis- 
closure of  the  President's  sentiments  oon«emiBg 
the  four  articles,  that  the  British  Gbvemment 
would  have  expected  any  further  refcveuce  to 
them  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

A  copy  of^  the  four  articles  was  furnished  to 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representativee 
charged  with  the  duty  of  reporting  to  the  Houee 
upon  the  state  of  the  commeroiaT  relations  b^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  British  Weet 
Indies.  That  committee  drew  their  own  conclu* 
siens  upon  the  probable  operatioa  of  the  articles, 
and  particularlv  of  the  fourth*  They  Were  eom^ 
monicated  to  them  without  comment  on  the  part 
of  the  Bxecutive.  They  knew  the  attielee  had 
net  been  accepted,  but  the  reasons  of  the  non- 
acceptance  hajd  not  been  stated  to  them.  It  ia 
true  that  the  article  was  the  same  which,  at  the 
negotiation  of  the  commercial  convention  of  Ju- 
ly, 1815^  had  been  offered  by  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries $  that  the  objectioa  to  it,  now  suggested 
by  the  committee,  had,  at  that  time,  been  avowed 
by  those  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  did  then  disclaim  the  intention 
of  givio|f  it  a  construction  which  would  import 
thead mission  of  British  traders  to  any  iateroeurse 
with  IndiaaB  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  did  offer  to  introduce  into  the  uitiele 
any  words  urhich  might  be  necessary  to  guard  it 
against  that  construction;  and  that  the  article 
was  then  fiaidly  declined  upon  CBOthtfr  ground* 
But  the  same  reason  for  deeUniag  it  atill  sabsisia, 
and  is  now  as  operative  as  it  was  in  1816 ;  and, 
if  it  did  not  occur  to  the  comaaittee,  it  was  bo- 
cause  the  ether,  beiag  more  obvious  apea  the 
face  of  the  artieleas  presented  to  them,  dotthdem 
struck  them  more  forcibly^  as  of  itself  decisive, 
and  needmg  no  further  notice  of  objeetione  lem 
imiwrtaot,  chough  not  less  insuperable* 

In  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  now 
occupied,  for  the  renewal  and  extonaion  of  that 
compact,  we  have  act  altogether  abaadoned  the 
hope  that  thu  British  Cabinet  will  uitiaaaiely 
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MDOoda  (omethuig  fattber  of  ^teWpfe ;  Md.  if 
thiB  tLT%Me  alipnld  be  diaeiisaed  in  yoor  coQitf* 
«B«ef,  tluit  theT  will  eottaeot  lo  rtnQve  the  ether 
feeivre  of  exelnsion  bom  iif  whieh  still  renders 
it  inadmiseible.  Your  peerers  will  eoable  yoe 
to  ef  ree  to  it  wifh  sneh  modifieetioos  es  aay  di* 
Teat  it  both  of  the  ezeeptioBahle  eooatrttctioB 
dieebtioied,  aod  of  the  rettrictiTe  eielaeion  jet 
adhered  to  bjr  Greet  Britain. 


T*he  SeerHary  of  SUate  to  Mr.  Ruth. 

Department  of  Statb, 

fVasMngton^  May  7, 1810. 

Sis:  Fron  the  documents  trnnsmitted  hj  Mr. 
GeJJecin  and  yon,  relating  to  the  ncfotiation  of 
the  coamercial  eonveiition  of  20th  October  last, 
ic  appears—- 

That,  at  the  third  oonferencei  a  draught  of  two 
articles  waa  proposed  by  the  American  Plenipo* 
teotiaries  for  regulating  the  commerciaJ  ieier* 
course  between  the  United  States^  and,  1,  the 
British  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  and,  2,  the 
provinces  pf  Neva  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
in  North  America. 

That,  at  the  fifth  confercaee,  the  Britiidjk  Plea* 
ipotentiaries  offered  the  coonter-projet  of  an  ar- 
ticle for  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Nova  Beotia  and  New  Brenswiek; 
and,  at  the  eiffbth  conference,  an  article  for  that 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Weat 
Indies^ 

That,  in  presenting  this  last  article,  they  slated 
that  tbey  could  not  consent  to  si^n  an  article 
upon  that  subject  unless  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiariee  would  accede,  in  substance,  to  the  arti- 
cle proposed  at  the  fifth  conference  concerning 
Nova  Scotia  aod  New  Brunswick,  and  to  an  ar- 
ticle proposed  by  the  British  Gbvernment  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1817,  concerning  the  tmde  be- 
tween the  United  Suites  and  the  island  of  Ber^* 
muda.. 

And  that  the  Americao  Plenipotentiaries)  not 
feeing  theanelvee  authorized  by  their  instruc- 
tions to  sign  the  West  India  article  as  proposed 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries!  agreed  to  take 
the  whole  question  ad  r^ermit^m  to  their  Gov* 
erameot. 

In  comparing  the  West  India  article^  proponed 
by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  third 
conference,  with  that  offered  by  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries at  the  eighth,  it  appears— 

1.  That,  in  the  American  projet,  the  poru  in 
the  Weat  Indies  proposed  to  be  opened  to  Ameri- 
can shipping  are  specifically  named  i  while,  in 
the  British  projet,  they  are  only  designated  as 
the  ports  which  shall  be  open  to  the  vessels  of 
any  ether  foreign  Power  or  State.  It  ie  observed, 
in  your  joint  letter  of  20th  October,  that  these 
porta  are  the  same  as  those  proposed  by  the  Ame- 
rican prejet,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Christo- 
pher'^ St.  Lncia;  Demarara,  Essequibo,  and  Ber- 
oice ;  but  the  dimrence  between  the  two  draughts 
is  otherwise  material ;  for^^  if  the  ports  were  spe* 
cifieaUy  named,  the  privilege  of  admission  to 
them  would  be  positive,  and  not  revocable  at  th^ 


pleasure  ef  Great  Britain  \  hot  if  pacsbg  uadtr 
the  general  deseription,  it  might  ai  any  time  he 
revoked  merely  by  prohibiting  the  admimioa  le 
anv  other  foreign  vessels. 

2.  That,  in  the  American  projet,  the  articles 
of  naval  stores,  provisions,  and  lumber,  in  gene* 
ral  terms,  are  among  those  siipnkted  for  airni^ 
sion;  whiles  in  the  British  connter-projet.  the 
naval  stores  are  restricted  to  pitch,  tar^  ana  toi* 
pentine;  the  lumber  to  staves,  headings,  and 
shingles;  and  from  the  article  of  provisions  aie 
excepted  salted  provisioBs  of  every  description. 
The  American  article  provides  for  the  liberty  of 
importieg  other  articles  of  the  grtMvib,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  and  the  im^ 
portatioB  of  which  shall  not  be  entirely  prohib*' 
ited  from  every  other  place  whatever.  The 
British  article  narrows  the  limitation  to  articles 
not  prohibited  from  every  other  foreign  pkce,  so 
that  it  would  reject  articles  which  miffht,  at  the 
same  timci  be  imported  from  the  Britasb  coloniet 
in  North  America* 

3.  That  the  American  projet  provides  for  the 
liberty  of  exporting  molasses  and  salt,  (omitting 
rum,)  and  suinrand  oofli^  to  the  amount  of  one* 
fourth  part  or  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  and  othet 
articles,  the  exportation  of  which  to  other  foreign 
countries  is  not  entirely  prohibited.  The  British 
proiet,  adding  the  article  of  rum,  denies  those  of 
coffee  aod  suear,  and  allows  only  the  exportatioo 
of  other  articles  not  prohibited  to  be  exported  to 
other  foreign  countries  in  foreign  vessels ;  so  thai 
articles  allowed  to  be  exported  to  other  foreign 
countries  in  British  vessels  would  still  be  prohib- 
ited from  expormtion  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

These  differences,  so  important  in  themaelvea, 
became  still  further  aggravated  by  a  comparison 
between  the  two  articles  for  regulating  the  inter* 
course  between  the  United  States  and  the  Briiisk 
North  American  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Stw  Brunswick,  respeeiiv^  connected  with  iJm 
West  India  trade  arucle.  The  American  peopo* 
sal  ii^  that  the  vessels  of  both  nations  should  be 
allowed  to  export  from  the  United  States  into 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  the  same  avti* 
cles.  the  importation  of  which  should  be  aliowm- 
ble  by  the  West  India  article  into  the  West  In* 
dies  in  American  vessels,  and  any  other  articles, 
the  importation  of  whieh  from  every  other  eoun* 
uy  should  not  be  prohibited ;  and  that  the  vessels 
of  both  nations  should  have  libertjr  to  import 
from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  into  the 
United  States,  gypsum  and  grindstones,  aad  any 
other  article  tne  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  those  provinces,  the  importation  of  which  into 
the  United  States  from  every  other  foreign  conn^ 
try  shall  not  be  pooh  i  hi  ted. 

The  British  proposal  is,  that  the  vcesels  of 
both  nations  should  be  allowed  to  export  from 
the  United  States  Into  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  not  only  the  same  articles  to  be  ad* 
mitted  b]r  the  direct  trade  xo  the  West  Indies,  but 
the  additional  articles  of  scantling,  planks,  hoops, 
fruits,  and  seeds,  with  a  specific  enemeration  or 
grain  and  breadstulEs  instead  of  provisions ;  and 
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that  the  tcsmIs  of  both  nations  ahonld  be  allowed 
to  import  from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 
into  the  United  States,  not  only  gypsum,  grind- 
stones, and  any  other  articles,  tbe  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  said  provinces,  but 
also  any  produce  or  manufacture  of  any  part  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty'^  dominions,  the  importa- 
tion of  which  into  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  entirely  prohibited. 

To  complete  this  review,  we  are  to  compare 
the  prpposals  of  the  two  parties  in  relation  to  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  island 
of  Bermuda. 

The  American  proposal  is  to  include  it  in  the 
West  India  trade  article,  and  therebyplace  it  on 
precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  West  India 
islands. 

Tbe  British  article  of  19th  March.  1817,  pro- 
posed that  tbe  vessels  of  both  nations  should  be 
allowed  to  import  from  the  United  States  into 
the  island  of  Bermuda,  not  only  the  articles  pro- 
posed by  the  British  West  India  article  to  be  ad- 
missible in  the  West  Indies,  but  hemp,  flax, 
masts,  yards,  bowsprits,  plank,  timber,  and  lum- 
bar of  any  sort,  breadstufis  enumerated,  and  ffrain 
of  any  sort,  of  the  growth  or  production  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  they  should  be  allowed 
to  export  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States  any 
ffoods  or  commodities  whatsoever,  exportable  by 
law  from  the  British  West  ladies  to  any  foreign 
country  in  Burope ;  and,  also,  sugar,  molasses, 
coffee,  cocoa-nuts,  ginger^  and  pimento,  and  all 
goods  of  British  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture. 

The  views  of  the  British  Government,  in  these 
connected  proposals,  are  elucidated  by  tbe  ri^ht 
which,  in  the  west  India  trade  article,  they  in- 
sist aiK>n  reserving,  to  impose  higher  duties  upon 
all  articles  «o  importable  from  the  United  States 
to  the  West  Indies,  than  upon  all  simitar  articles 
when  imported  from  any  of  His  Majesty's  do* 
minions,  and  bein^  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  His  Majesty's  possessions;  and, 
by  the  statement  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries, 
ftt  the  eighth  conference,  as  entered  upon  the 
protocol,  Uiat  they  could  not  sign  any  article  con- 
earning  the  direct  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West  Indies,  unless  with  their 
proposed  articles  concerning  the  intercourse  of 
the  United  States  with  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  and  with  the  island  of  Bermuda* 

No  objection  will,  on  our  part,  be  made  to  the 
exception  of  tbe  articles  proposed  by  the  British 
projet  to  be  excluded  entirely  from  the  trade, 
namely,  salted  provisions  of  every  description, 
although  their  probable  value  is  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  exports  to  the 
West  Indies ;  but  it  cannot  be  disguised  that,  if 
the  three  articles,  taken  together,  would  not,  in 
their  immediate  operation,  secure  the'carrying  of 
the  whole  trade  in  British  shipping,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  that  of  the  United  States,  they  would 
at  least  leave  the  ultimate  operation  entirely  at 
the  discretion  of  the  British  Government,  who, 
by  proportioning  the  difference  of  duties  upon  the 
articles  of  our  srowth,  produce,  or  manufacture, 
and  upon  the  like  articles  of  the  produce,  growth, 


or  manufacture  of  the  British  dominions,  to  the 
experience  of  their  own  interest,  may  annul  en- 
tirely the  direct  importations,  andaecurethecon- 
yeyance  of  the  whole  to  their  own  ships.  They 
agreed,  indeed,  to  stipulate. that  the  duties  upon- 
the  direct  shall  not  be  other  or  higher  than  upon 
tbe  indirect  importations;  but  all  the. effect  of 
this  engagement  is  demolished  by  the  right  re- 
served of  imposing  higher  duties  on  articles  of 
our  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  than  upon 
like  articles  of  their  own ;  for,  as  the  indirect  im- 
portations would  be  exclusively  in  British  ves- 
sels, it  must  hi  expected  that  all  articles  imported 
from  British  colonies  would  be  received  as  Brit* 
ish  produce,  without  scrutiny  with  regard  to  their 
origin  ;  and  thus  the  produce  or  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  imported  indirectly  through 
Halifax,  St.  John's,  or  Bermuda,  would  be  re- 
ceived as  of  British  produce  or  manufacture,  and 
less  imposed  than  the  same  articles  imported  di- 
rectly rrom  the  United  States.  And  the  reserved 
right  of  aggravating  the  duty  upon  the  direct 
importation  being  unlimited,  might  at  any  time, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  British  Government,  be 
made  equivalent  to  a  total  prohibition ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  our  power  of  countervailing  legis- 
lation would  be  locked  up  by  the  terms  of  the 
compact. 

Vir  ith  the  convention  of  20th  October,  all  the 
documents  transmitted  by  you,  relating  to  the 
negotiation,  were  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Those 
relating  to  the  subject  of  tbis  suspended  article 
were  referred  to  toe  Committee  or  Foreign  Re- 
lations of  that  body,  by  whom,  towards  the  close 
of  the  session,  a  confidential  report  was  made;  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  The  ahort- 
ness  of  the  time  not  having  admitted  of  a  discus- 
sion of  tbe  report,  it  was  referred  to  tbis  Depart- 
ment; and  as  it  is  probable  thft,  unless  an 
amicable  arrangement  of  the  subject,  can  be  ef- 
fected before  the  next  winter  by  negotiation,  the 
measures  suggested  at  the  close  of  the  report,  as 
essential  for  completing  the  experiment  of  oor 
counteracting  system,  will  be  brought  forward  in 
Congress,  the  President,  always  preferring  the 
principle  of  arrangement  by  amicable  compro- 
mise to  the  conflict  of  adversary  lawe,  wishes  to 
make  another  effort  to  prevail  upon  the  British 
Cabinet  to  adjust  this  concern  by  mutual  con- 
cession, and  upon  terms  of  practical  reciprocity. 

You  are,  therefore,  authorized  to  agree  to  two 
additional  articles,  as  supplementary  to  the  con- 
vention, accepting  the  restricted  list  of  articles  as 
proposed  by  the  article  which  tbe  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries offered  at  the  eighth  conference,  and 
submitting  to  tbe  exclusion  of  salted  provisions, 
and  to  tbe  confined  list  of  naval  stores  and  lum- 
ber, amonf  the  importable,  and  to  the  exclusion 
of  suffar  and  coffee  from  the  list  of  the  exportable 
articles  in  American  vessels,  in  the  direct  trade 
with  the  West  Indies;  but  with  the  condition 
that  the  list  of  importable  articles  to  the  West 
Indies  shall  be  the  same  as  that  to  Bermuda  and 
to  the  North  American  colonies;  and  that  the 
exportable  articles  shall  be  confined  to  sueh  ns 
are  of  the  growth}  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
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the  British  West  India  and  North  American  eoU 
oaies ;  and  that  no  other  or  hig^her  duties  tihaii  be 
payable  on  importations  from  the  United  States^ 
directly  or  indirectly,  than  on  similar  articles 
imported  from  any  foreign  country,  or  fVom  any 
of  the  British  colonies  themselyes. 

A  dranght  of  two  articles  to  this  effect,  and 
forming  a  compromise  between  the  articles  pro- 
posed by  yon  at  the  third,  and  those  offered  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  fifth  and 
eighth  conferences,  is  herewith  enclosed.  We 
consent,  by  this  proposal,  to  restrict  the  list  of  ar- 
ticles to  be  admitted  in  the  trade,  even  as  the 
British  Cabinet  itself  desires ;  but  we  adhere  to. 
the  priaciple  that,  of  this  traffic,  thtis  limited,  our 
shipping  shall  hare  the  chance  of  carrying  its 
fair  proportion,  and  shall  stand  upon  eqatl  terms 
of  competition  with  the  British.  It  is  not  in- 
tended that  vou  should  be  confined  to  the  letter 
of  this  draognt.  It  may  be  modified  in  regard  to 
the  expression^^  as  you  think  proper ;  and,  if  de- 
sired by  the  British  Gk>vernmeot,  the  two  passages 
included  within  brackets  in  the  draught  of  the 
first  article  may  be  omitted.  But  you  will  candidly 
state  to  Lord  Castlereagb,  that  our  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  participating  in  the  narigation  of  this 
necessary  trade  having  been  explicitly  avowed, 
most  be  steadily  pursued;  that  we  mhy  deem  it 
more  for  our  interest  to  leave  it  on  the  footing  of 
reciprocal  mutual  reguJation,  than  to  bind  our* 
selves  by  any  compact,  the  result  of  which  must 
be  to  disappoint  us  of  that  object;  that  we  think 
the  effect  of  the  three  articles  declared  to  be  in- 
separable by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  would 
be  to  deprive  as  even  of  the  portion  of  the  carry- 
ing trade  which  we  have  already  secured  by  our 
existing  laws,  and  which  we  believe  we  can  fur* 
ther  secure ;  and  that  it  is  far  better  for  the  har- 
mony of  the  two  nations  to  avoid  any  bargain  in 
which  eithar  pa^ty,  aAer  agreeing  to  it,  shall 
hi  ve,  by  the  experience  of  its  effect,  the  sentiment 
of  having  been  overreached  brought  home  to  its 
coancils.   We  ask  for  no  such  engagement  on  the 

Sart  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  too  much  con- 
deace  in  the  wisdom  and  liberalit]r  of  her  Cab- 
inet to  believe  that  they  would  wish  to  obtain 
such  an  engagement  from  us.  At  every  step  of 
counteracting  regulation  that  we  have  taken,  or 
shall  take,  in  this  concern,  we  proceed  with  re- 
luctance, because  we  are  convinced  it  might  be 
adjusted  more  to  the  mutual  interest  and  mutual 
oiMerstanding  by  amicable  arrangement  than  by 
countervailing  legislation.  Bat^  to  whatever  ar- 
rangement we  may  subscribe,  we  are  convinced 
it  can  answer  no  usefnl  purpose,  unless  it  shall 
prove  to  be  founded  on  the  reciproeity  of  real  ef- 
fects, instead  of  hinging  upon  that  of  words. 

Your  power  heretofore  given  is  considered  suf- 
ficient to  authorize  you  to  sign  two  additional 
articles  of  the  substance  of  those  enclosed,  with 
any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  If  agreed  to,  they  may  be  de- 
clared supplementary  to  those  of  the  convention 
of  the  30th  of  October,  and  to  be  of  the  same  du- 
ration. They  must,  of  course,  be  submitted  to 
the  sanction  of  the  denate  for  rattfieatioa  here. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir  your  most  obedi^i 
servant, 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

Art.  1.  The  vessels  of  the  United  States  and 
British  vessels  shall  have  liberty  to  import,  from 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which 
any  foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  into 
any  of  the  followioc;  ports,  namely:  Kim^ton, 
Savannah  le  Mer,  Montego  bay,  Banta  Lucia, 
Antonio,  Saint  Anne,  Falmouth,  and  Porta  Ma- 
ria, in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  San  Joseph,  in  the 
island  of  Trinidad ;  Scarborough,  in  the  island  of 
Tobago  \  Saint  George,  in  the  island  of  Granada; 
Kingston,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Vincent ;  Bridge* 
town,  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes;  Rosseau.  in  the 
island  of  Dominica ;  Sl  John's,  in  the  island  of 
Antigua ;  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tortola; 
the  principal  port  of  Turk's  Island ;  Nassau,  la 
the  island  of  New  Providence;  Pittstown,  in 
Crooked  Island ;  and  the  principal  port  of  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  tobacco,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine, 
staves,  headings,  shinj^les,  horses,  mules,  poultry, 
Uve  stock,  and  provisioira  of  ail  sorts,  (except 
salted  provisions  of  any  description,  whether 
meat,  fish,  or  butter,)  such  articles  beiuff  the 

growth,  produce,  or  manufactare  of  the  United 
tates,  [and  any  other  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited  from 
every  other  foreign  country  or  place.]  And  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  and  British  vessels 
shall  have  liberty  to  export,  from  any  of  the  said 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  doipinious,  to 
any  of  the  aforesaid  poru  of  the  United  States, 
rum,  molasses,  and  salt,  being' of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  dominions,  [and  any  other  articles  of 
the  said  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  the 
exportation  of  which  to  any  other  foreign  coun- 
try or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited.} 

The  vessels  of  either  pltrty,  employed  in  the 
trade  provided  for  by  this  article,  shall  be  admit- 
ted in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as  above  mentioned, 
without  paying  any  other  or  higher  duties  or 
charges  than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  bv 
the  vessels  of  such  other  party ;  and  they  shall 
have  liberty,  respectively,  to  touch,  during  the 
same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  of  the  other  party,  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  their  inward,  and  of  taking  on  board 
their  outward  carffoes. 

No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the 
importation  from  the  United  States  into  the  above* 
mentioned  ports  of  the  British  colonies,  or  from 
the  said  ports  Into  the  United  States,  of  any  of 
the  articles  importable  by  virtue  of  this  conven- 
tion, when  imported  in  the  vessels  of  either  of 
the  two  nations,  than  when  imported  in  the  ves- 
sels of  the  other :  nor  wheb  imported  directly  be^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  said  ports,  or 
yite  versa,  than  when  imported  In  a  circuitooa 
manner.  No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
charged  upon  any  of  the  above-mentioned  arti« 
cles,  when  imported  by  virtue  of  this  conveattoa 
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ioio  the  Uoiled  Smtef,  or  into  anf  of  tho  ports 
aforesaid,  than  may  be  charged  oo  similar  artieles 
whoa  imported  from  any  forefgo  country  into  the 
United  States,  or  from  any  other  country  or  place 
whatsoever  into  the  said  ports*  Tht  save  duties 
•ball  be  paid,  «nd  the  same  bouDties  shall  be  ai- 
loved  on  the  exportation  of  any  articles  whioh 
iQay»  by  Tirtue  of  this  articde,  be  exported  from 
the  said  British  ports  to  the  United  States,  ei 
from  the  United  States  to  the  said  ports,  whether 
ia  Yossels  of  the  Uatted  States  or  in  Britiah 
Tessels* 

Art.  2.  The  vessels  of  tbe  UoiUd  States  ao4 
British  yessels  shall  have  liberty  to  export  from 
aay  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which 
any  foceig a  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  to  the 
ports  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  aad  of  St.  John's, 
la  New  Brunswick,  and  to  uiy  other  port  within 
the  said  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  to  which  vessels  of  any  other  foreign 
nation  shall  be  admitted,  an  y  article  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
which,  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  article,  is  im- 
portable from  the  United  States  into  the  British 
colonial  ports  therein  named,  and  upon  the  same 
t^ms  io  regard  to  the  payment  of  duties  and 
charges;  and  (bey  shall  have  libertjr  to  import 
from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  within  the  pro* 
vinoea  ol  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  into 
any  of  the  aforesaifl  ports  of  the  United  States, 
gypsum  and  grindstones,  the  produce  or  manii- 
lactare  of  the  said  provinces,  and  any  other  arti« 
eles  of  the  said  produce  or  manufacture,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  from  the  said  provinces,  and 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  United  States, 
to  or  from  any  ether  foreiga  country,  shall  not  be 
altogether  prohibited.  The  vessels  of  either  party 
employed  in  this  trade,  shall  pay  no  other  or 
higher  duties  or  charges  than  those  of  the  other. 
The  same  duties  of  importation  aad  of  exporta* 
tiofi  shall  be  paid  on  the  articles  imported  or  ex- 

Sorted  by  virtue  of  this  article,  and  the  same 
oonties  allowed  on  their  exportation,  whether 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British 
vessels. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Buahf  Envoy,  ^c^ 
at  Londofif  io  Mr,  Adams,  Secretary  of  States 
dated 

London,  June  14, 1619. 

I  was  honored,  on  the  8th  instant,  with  your 
despatch  No.  17,  of  the  7th  of  May. 

On  the  0th  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  to  request  an  interview,  that  I  might  pro- 
ceed to  la^  before  this  Government,  without  los- 
ing aay  time,  the  determinations  lo  which  the 
President  had  come  on  the  important  subject  of 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West  Indies.  His  Lordship  ap- 
pointed yesterday  for  me  to  wait  upon  him. 

I  commenced  with  calling  to  mind  the  point 
at  which  the  discussion  bad  left  off  upo^  this 
branch  of  the  negotiation  last  Autumn,  and  gave 
a  new  assumnce  of  the  President's  earnest  desire 
to  see  this  trade  opened  upon  a  footing  of  entire 


and  libecal  leciprooity,  rather  fhaji  sund  any 
longer  upon  the  eoaflict  of  arbitrary  laws.  la 
this  spirit  I  was  instructed  to  eSer  a  projet,  whicli 
had  been  carefully  drawn  up  upoa  the  oasis  of  a 
compromise  between  the  preteasioas  of  the  two 
parties,  and  which,  indeed)  would  be  found  to  fall 
in  so  entirely  with  the  propositiooff  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, ia  some  respects,  and  to  make  such  an  ap» 
proximation  to  them  ia  others,  that  a  hope  was 
cherished  of  its  proving  acceptable. 

That,  ia  particular,  it  would  be  found  to  adopt 
the  deseriptioa  of  naval  stores  and  of  Inmber,  as 
articles  to  be  exported  from  the  United  Staiea 
upon  which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had 
themselves  iasisced«**confiniag  the  former  to  pttdi, 
tar,  and  turpentine,  and  the  latter  to  suves,  head- 
ings, and  shingles,  contrary  to  the  more  enlarged 
signification  which  it  had  been  the  desire  of  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  give  to  them;  that 
it  acquiesced  also  ia  the  exclusion  of  all  salted 
provisions,  includingthe  important  article  of  fish ; 
that  it,  moreover,  came  wholly  into  the  Britiah 
views,  in  consenting  to  the  exclusion  of  sugar  and 
coffee  as  articles  to  be  imported  into  the  u  aited 
States  from  the  British  West  Indies  |  it  being  un* 
derstood  that  the  above  traffic  was  to  be  opened 
upon  equal  terms,  in  all  respects,  to  American 
and  British  vessels. 

In  return  for  such  an  accommodation  to  the 
colonial  views  of  Great  Britain,  the  projet  asked, 
on  the  other  band,  that  the  list  of  articles  exports 
able  from  the  United  States  to  the  West  Indies 
should  be  the  same  as  to  Bermuda,  and  to  the 
British  North  AuMrican  colonies  i  that  the  arti* 
cles  exportable  to  the  United  States  should  be 
confined  to  such  as  were  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  above  islands  or  colonies ; 
and  that  the  same  dnties,  and  no  more,  should  be 
payable  on  importations  from  the  United  States 
into  the  West  Indies,  whether  the  articles  were 
brought  directly  or  indirectly,  as  on  similar  arti# 
cles  imported  into  the  West  Indies  from  any  for- 
eign country,  or  from  any  of  the  British  coloaiet. 

With  this  outline  of  its  contents,  I  handed  a 
copy  of  the  projet  which  came  enclosed  io  your 
despatch  to  his  Lordship.  The  discussions  be- 
tween the  Plenipotentiaries  .of  the  two  Govern* 
ments  having  recently  been  so  ample  on  the  mat- 
ters which  it  embraces,  I  thoughtthat  nothing  was 
likely  to  be  gained  by  m^  leaving  room  for  the 
possible  hope  that  any  of  its  essential  provisions 
would  be  departed  from.  Accordioaly,  I  deemed 
it  best  to  say  with  candor,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  as  it  was  ofiuered,  so  was  it  to  be  taken  |  for 
that  my  present  iustructians  would  admit  of  np 
deviations,  unless  on  points  verbal,  or  otherwise 
immaterial.  I  shall  bear  in  mind  that  the  parts 
within  crotchets  may  be  omitted.  His  Lordship 
received  it  with  an  assurance  that  a  full  and  can* 
did  consideration  would  be  given  to  it.  The 
pressure  of  Parliamentary  business  might,  ha 
said,  delay  an  attention  to  it  for  some  weeks,  but 
that  at  as  early  a  day  as  was  praoticable  it  would 
be  uken  op*  I  replied,  that  I  believed  that  the 
great  object  would  be  attained  on  our  side  if  a 
decision  were  communioated  to  me  in  full  time 
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to  be  miidt  kmnm  lo  the  Pfc»i4ttit  before  Ihc 
Mixi  Mflsieft  of  CoBgreMi  fiUiooM  our  propoei- 
tioDs  proTe  acceptable,  I  wair  empowered,  I  aoded, 
to  make  tbem  supplemenlary  to.  Che  conTeation 
of  the  20th  of  October,  subieet  always  to  the  rati- 
fieatieik  ef  the  aentte.  I  here  eloted^  baviag  En- 
deavored in  the  eonne  of  my  lesiarkB  te  eonvey 
to  his  Lordebip's  ntad  those  general  reasomogs 
ftpplieehle  to  oar  proBotitioos  wbioh  are  unfoldtd 
in  your  despatch,  and  to  which  1  shall  again  ad- 
vert on  fnture  occasions,  should  it  become  neces- 
sary. The  confidential  report  of  the  19th  ef  Fe- 
braary,  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
in  the  Senate,  was  safely  reeeirod  under  corer  of 
your  despatch. 


»<  ■■ 


Srtract9  &f  a  Inter  from  Mr.  Rv^to  the  Secre- 
tar*y  of  SMe,  dated 

LoMDoir,  September  17, 1819. 

Lord  Caitlereagh  came  to  town  en  the  16th 
instant,  and  granted  me  an  interview  yesterday 
on  the  bosinees  of  the  West  India  trade. 

Holding  in  his  hands  the  proposals  I  had  siib- 
Siilted,  his  Lordship  premised  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  perhaps  beet  for  him  Co  answer  them  in 
the  same  general  w«y  that  the  British  articles, 
eabmitted  through  my  predecessor  in  1617,  had 
been  answered ;  that  is,  not  in  any  formal  man- 
ner, but  merely  by  a  word  of  conversation  with 
me.  I  said  that  I  was  sure  that  the  form  of  the 
answer  would  make  no  difierenoe;  its  transmis- 
sion to  my  Government,  in  whatever  mode  his 
Lordship  might  be  pleased  to  convey  it  to  me, 
would  doubtless  effeot  every  substantial  purpose. 

In  the  answer  there  was  no  hesitation.    Our 

proposals,  he  said,  were  not  of  a  nature  to  form 

the  basts  of  any  agreement  between  the  two  coao<- 

tries.    They  would  effect  an  entire  sobversien  of 

the  British  colonial  system:  from  this  svstem 

they  were  not  prepareo  to  depart.  Their  colonies 

were,  in  many  respects,  burdensome,  and  even 

liable  to  involve  the  country  in  wars.    Gbtrrisoos 

and  other  establishments  were  constantly  main* 

tained  in  themy  at  a  heavy  char|(e.    In  return,  it 

was  just  that  they  should  be  incumbered  with 

regttlaiions,  tbe  operation  of  which  isight  help 

to  meet,  in  part,  the  ejcpenses  which  the^r  created. 

The  great  principle  of  these  reguiatione  was 

known  to  be  the  reservation  of  an  exclusive  right 

to  the  benefit  of  all  their  trade*-a  principle,  of 

which  the  free-port  acts  had,  it  was  true,  prodi»> 

oed  so«ae  relaxation ;  but  it  had  never  bee&  the 

intention  of  this  Qovernment  to  do  any  thing 

more  than  to  offer  to  us  a  participation  in  these 

acts.    Some  modifications  of  then  would  have 

been  acquiesced  in,  suggested  by  local  causes,  and 

an  anxious  desire  that  our  two  eountries  might 

eome  to  aa  understandinff  on  this  part  of  their 

inierconrse.    But  to  break  down  the  system  was 

no  part  of  their 'plan.    Oar  proposals,  therefore, 

ooukl  not  be  accepted.    Such  were  his  remarks. 

i  observed,  that  to  break  down  the  system  was 

not  our  atea.    All  that  we  desired  was,  that  the 

trade,  as  far  as  it  was  gone  into  at  all,  should 

be  open  te  the  vesaels  of  both  nations  upon  pre* 


cisely  e^uhl  tera&  If  the  ejrstem  fell  by  sueh 
nn  amngement,  it  was  as  aa  incident,  ana  only 
showed  now  difficult  it  seemed  to  rea^r  its  long 
continuance  consistent  with  a  proper  measure  cf 
commercial  justice  towards  us* 

So  broad  and  nnequivooal  was  his  Lordship% 
refusal,  that  it  seemed  almost  superfluous  to  ask 
him  to  be  more  particular;  yet,  perceiving  ia  me 
a  wish  to  be  nMMe  ac<|uainted  rather  nu>re  sp»> 
cifically  with  the  objections,  he  said  that  he 
would  not  scruple  to  mention  them  without,  how- 
ever, entering  into  details,  for  which  he  was  not 
prepared,  and  which  had  beea  amply  unfoUed 
on  both  sides  during  the  negotiation  this  time 
twelvemonth.  The  objections  were  three*fold. 
First,  we  asked  aa  enameration,  by  name,  of  all 
the  ports  in  the  West  Indies  that  we  desired 
should  be  open  to  our  vessels;  secoodlV}  Ihat  the 
tmde  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies  en  the  continent  of  America,  and  with 
Bermuda,  should  be  confined  within  the  samb 
limits  as  that  between  the  United  States  aad  the 
West  India  islands  direct;  and,  thirdly,  we  asked 
that  the  duties  oaartieies  imported  from  the  Un^ 
ted  States  into  the  islands,  in  AnMrican  ships, 
should  be  no  higher  than  on  the  same  articks 
when  imported  m  British  ships  from  the  United 
States,  or  from  any  other  country,  without  myiog 
foNreign  country.  These  three  provisions,  partioo 
nlarly  the  second  and  third,  would  form  insur* 
monnmble  obstacles  to  the  conclusion  of  any  con- 
rention  which  should  purport  to  embmce  them. 

I  contented  myself  with  replies  as  general.  The 
communications  from  the  joint  mission  last  yeat^ 
as  well  as  some  separate  ones  from  this  legatiea 
aAcr  it  was  over,  will  have  inforsMd  the  Preai- 
dent  how  fully  the  views  of  our  QoveraaMnt,  oa 
the  injustice  of  this  system,  in  all  its  pest  eSccte 
upon  us,  have  heretofore  been  stated.  Oa  this 
occasion  I  remarked,  as  to  the  first  objectioa,  thnt 
it  was  plain  that,  if  the  ports  were  not  specially 
named,  the  privilege  of  admission  to  them  would, 
at  any  time,  be  revokabk  whenever  Qreat  Brit- 
ain thought  fit  to  exelode  from  tbem  any  other 
foreign  vessels.  It  would  be,  in  short,  a  privi- 
lege with  nothing  positive  or  certain  in  its  char- 
acter. As  to  the  second,  I  said  that,  should  an 
indirect  trade  be  opened  with  the  islands  in  any 
greater  extent  than  the  direct  trade,  nothing  was 
more  dear  than  that  the  greater  part,  or  the  whole^ 
would  soon  be  made  to  flow  in  the  channel  of  tbe 
former,  to  the  manifest  advantage  of  British  bol^ 
toms.  On  the  third  objection,  1  said  that  aa  ex«» 
planatory  renmrk  or  two  was  all  that  I  should 
add  (it  would  be  but  repetition)  to  what  had  often 
been  urged  before.  That  we  should  deay  to 
Qreat  Britain  the  common  right  of  protecting 
the  industry  of  a  part  of  her  own  domi&iensy  by 
laying  dlsccimiaating  duties  m  its  fiivot,  might 
be  thought,  at  first  blush,  to  wear  an  appeaiaoee 
not  defensible ;  but  it  would  be  found,  on  a  no* 
naent^  examioatioo^  to  be  strictly  so.  The  m* 
tem  built  up  by  Britain  must  be  looked  at  alto* 
gather.  It  was  in  itself  so  inverted  aad  artificiaL 
that  principles  not  disputed  in  the  abstract  ceased 
10  be  juet  when  a^died  to  it.    Though  oa*  and 
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•U  of  these  eoiooies  were,  indeed,  of  her  domio- 
VDn,  yet  were  they  made  to  stand,  with  respeet  to 
lis,  in  the  light  of  separate  and  independent  eoon- 
Iries.  This  was  the  keystone  of  the  colonial  doc* 
trine.  Why  should  we  not,  in  turn,  adopt  and 
apply  it  to  Great  Britain  ?  If  ^e  stipulated  not 
to  impose  upon  articles  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  the  British  West  Indies  any  higher 
duties  than  upon  the  same  articles  comtoff  from 
ftny  other  foreign  country,  a  similar  proTislon  by 
Qreat  Britain,  to  impose  on  articles  exported 
Irom  the  United  States  to  her  islands  no  higher 
duties  than  on  the  same  articles  when  brought 
from  any  other  foreign  country,  would  obviously 
be  one  of  but  nominal  reciprocity;  since,  after 
her  own  dominions  on  the  continent  of  America, 
there  was  no  other  place  whence  such  exporta- 
tions  to  her  islands  would  ever  be  made.  Thus 
it  was  that  this  third  provision,  combined  with 
the  two  others,  became  necessary  to'  enable  the 
United  States,  whilst  prosecutinff  a  trade  with 
the  British  West  Indies,  to  place  their  natigation 
upon  a  footing,  not  of  verbal  merely,  but  of  real 
equality.  It  was  the  latter  alone  that  could  lay 
the  foundations  of  a  compact  between  the  two 
nations  that  could  ever  be  satisfactory  or  lasting. 

His  Lordship  did  not  hold  to  such  views,  and 
the  conversation  waa  not  prolonged.  It  is  proper 
for  me  to  add,  that  he  requested  it  to  be  under- 
stood that,  whilst  our  proposals  were  declined,  it 
was  altogether  in  a  triendly  spirit,  and  that  no 
complaint  would  be  made,  as  had  frequently  been 
intimated,  at  our  resorting  to  any  just  and  right- 
ful regulations  of  our  own  which  we  might  deem 
necessary  to  meet  theirs,  in  relation  to  these 
islands.  I  rejoined,  that  I  thouffht  it  probable 
Chat  some  such  regulations  would,  before  long, 
in  addition  to  those  exbting,  be  adopted. 

Having  earnestljr  endeavored  to  fulfil  all  my 
instructions,  in  their  full  spirit  of  anxiety  for  a 
differedt  result  upon  this  subject,  my  duty  appears 
now  to  have  arrived  at  its  close. 


Extract  qfa  letter  from  Mr,  Adarm^  Secretary 
ofState,  to  Mr,  Ru»h^  Envoy ^  fc.  at  London^ 
dated 

DfiPARTMBNT  OF  Statb,  Moiy  37, 1830. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting,  herewith,  a 
eopy  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  lastaession  of  Con* 
gresB,  which  closed  on  the  15th  instant,  among 
which  you  will  find  one,  page  116,  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  concerning  naviga- 
lion,''  which  has  an  important  bearing  upon  our 
commercial  relations  with  Qreat  Britain. 

The  subject  to  which  that  act  relates  has  so 
recently  and  so  folly  been  discussed  between  the 
two  Governments,  that  it  mav  be  superfiuous, 
thottjgh  it  cannot  be  unseasonablei  to  assure  the 
British  Cabinet,  as  you  are  authorized  to  do,  that 
it  was  adopted  with  a  spirit  in  nowise  unfriendly 
to  Great  Britain  ;  and  that,  if  at  any  time  the 
disposition  should  be  felt  there  to  meet  this  conn- 
try  by  arrangements  founded  on  principles  of 
reciprocity,  it  will  be  met,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  with  nn  earnest  wiah  to  anbstitute  | 


a  system  of  the  most  liberal  intercourse,  inttend 
of  that  of  counter-prohibitlons,  which  this  act  has 
only  rendered  complete. 


OONVBNTION  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majes- 
ty the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  desirous  to  cement  the  good 
understanding  which  happily  subsists  between 
them,  have  for  that  ptirpose,  named  their  respec- 
tive Plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say :  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  his  part,  has  ap- 
pointed Albert  Gallatin,  their  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Conrt 
of  France;  and  Richard  Rush,  their  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  His  Britannic  Majesty :  and  His  Majesty 
has  appointed  the  right  honorable  Frederick  John 
Robinson,  treasurer  of  His  Majesty's  Navy^  and 
president  of  the  committee  of  Privy  Council  for 
trade  and  plantations;  and  Henry  Goulburn.Bsq., 
one  of  His  Majesty's  under  Secretaries  of  State: 
who,  after  having  exchanged  their  respective  full 
powers,  found  to  be  in  due  and  proper  form,  have 
agreed  to  and  concluded  the  following  articles : 
AttT.  1.  Whereas  dififerences  have  arisen  re- 
spectiog  the  liberty,  claimed  by  the  United  States 
for  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  take,  dry,  and  cure 
fish  on  certain  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  (tf 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America, 
it  is  agreed  between  the  high  contractinff  parties 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States 
shall  have,  forever,  in  common  with  the  subjects 
of  His  Briunnic  Majesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish 
of  every  kind  on  that  part  of  the  southern  coast 
of  Newfoundland  whicli  extends  from  Cape  Ray- 
to  the  Ramea  islands,  on  the  western  and  north- 
em  coast  of  Newfoundland ;  from  the  said  Cape 
Ray  to  the  duirpon  islands ;  on  the  shores  of  the 
Maffdaien  islands ;  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays, 
harbors,  and  creeks,  from   Mount  Joli,  on  tne 
soother n  coast  of  Labrador,  to  and  through  the 
straits  of  Belleiste,  and  thence  northwardly,  inde- 
finitely, along  the  coast,  without  prejudice,  how- 
ever, to  any  of  the  exclusive  rights  of  the  Hud- 
son^ Bay  Company :  and  that  the  American  fish- 
ermen shall  also  have  liberty,  forever,  to  dry  and 
cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbora, 
and  creeks  of  the  southern  part  of  the  coast  of  New- 
foundland, hereabove  described,  and  of  the  coast  of 
Labrador ;  but  so  soon  as  the  same,  or  any  por- 
tion thereof,  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such 
portion  so  settled,  without  previous  agreement 
for  such  puipose  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors, 
or  possessors  of  the  ground.    And  the  United 
States  hereby  renounce^  forever,  any  liberty  here- 
tofore enjoyed  or  claimed  by  the  inhabitants 
thereof  to  take,  dry,  or  cure  fish  on  or  within 
three  marine  miles  of  any  of  'the  coasts,  bays, 
creeks,  or  harbors  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  <m- 
minions  in  America,  not  included  within  the 
above-mentioned  limits:  PrmMed^hcweter^  That 
the  American  fishermen  shall  be  admitted  to  en- 
ter sneh  bays  or  harbors  for  the  purpose  of  abetter 
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•Dd  of  reMlrinff  d»iiMge0  therein,  of  purchasing 
wood,  aoa  of  obuining  water,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever.  Bat  they  shall  be  under  toeh 
restrictioDB  as  may  be  neeessarv  to  prevent  their 
taking,  drying,  or  caring  fish  therein,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatever  abasing  the  privileges 
bereby  xeserved  to  tbero. 

Art.  2.  It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  from  the 
most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
alooff  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
or,  if  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth 
Mrallei  of  north  latitude,  then  that  a  line  drawn 
from  the  said  point  doe  north  or  sooth,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  until  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the 
said  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  point 
of  such  intersection,  due  west,  along  and  with 
the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the  said 
line  shall  form  the  northern  booi^dary  ef  the  said 
territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  thcf  Stony 
wicMintains.   . 

Abt.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may 
be  claimed  by  either  pnrty  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains, 
shall,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks, 
and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same, 
be  free  and  open^  for  the  term  of  ten  years  frbm 
the  date  of  the  siffnature  of  the  present  conven- 
tion, to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the 
two  Powers:  it  being  well  understood  that  this 
affreemeot  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejadiee 
of  any  claim  which  either  of  the  two  biffti  con- 
tracting parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  tne  said 
country,  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claims 
of  any  other  Power  or  State  to  anv  part  of  the 
said  country ;  the  only  object  of  the  high  con- 
tractiiig  parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent 
disputes  and  differences  amongst  themselves. 

A  AT.  i*  All  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
*'to  rMTulate  the  commerce  between  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  and  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,"  concluded  at  London  on  the  third  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  with  the  exception  of 
the  clause  which  limited  its  duration  to  four  years, 
and  eseepting,  also,  so  far  as  the  same  was 
affected  bv  the  declamtioo  of  His  Majesty  re- 
specting the  island  of  St.  Helena,  are  hereby  ex- 
tended and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  often 
years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  pres- 
ent convention,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  all  the 
provisions  of  the  said  convention  were  herein 
specially  recited. 

Abt.  5.  Whereas  it  was  agreed,  by  the  first 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  "all  territo- 
ry, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signiag  of  this 
treat)r,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinaAer 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and 
without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  prop- 
erty originally  captured  in  the  mid  forts  or  places, 


and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  mtifications  of  this  treaty;  or  any  slaves 
or  other  private  property."  And  whereas,  under 
the  aforesaid  article,  the  United  States  claim  foe 
their  citizens,  and  as  their  private  property,  the 
restitution  of,  or  Aill  compensation  for,  all  slaves 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifies* 
tions  of  the  said  treaty,  were  In  any  territory, 
places,  or  possessions,  whatsoever,  directed  by  the 
said  treaty  to  be  restored  to  the  United  States, 
but  then  still  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  whe- 
ther such  slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on 
shore,  or  on  board  any  British  vessel  lying  la 
waters  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  And  whereas  differences  have 
arisen  whether,  by  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  the  restitution  of, 
or  full  compensation  for,  ail  or  any  slaves,  at 
above  described,  the  high  contracting  parties 
hereby  agree  to  refer  the  said  differences  to  some 
friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  thai 
purpose  i  and  the  high  contracting  parties  further 
sng^ige  ta  consider  the  decision  of  such  friendly 
Sovereign  or  State  to  be  finml  and  eonclosive  on 
all  the  matters  referred* 

AsT.  6.  This  convention,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  duly  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  adt ice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  bjr  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty, and  the  respective  ratifications  mutually  ex* 
chaaeed,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  on  the 
said  United  States  and  on  His  Majesty;  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  In  six  months 
from  this  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Plenipoten* 
tiaries  have  sicned  the  same^  and  have  hereuate 
affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms.  Done  at  London, 
this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 

L.  s.]  ALBBRT  GALLATIN, 

L.  s.'  RICHAHD  RUSH, 

L.  s/  FRBD.  JOHN  ROBINSON, 

L.  8.*  HENRY  GOULBURN. 


SPAIN— RATIPICATION  OF  THE  CONVIW- 

TION  OP  180t. 

[Commnniested  to  the  House,  Jsnnsry  6,  ISlOii] 

To  the  Houte  of  RepreHntaiivet 

of  the  United  Statee: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  proclamation,  dated 
the  22d  of  last  month,  of  the  convention  made 
and  concluded  at  Madrid,  between  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Ma* 
jesty,  on  the  11th  of  August,  1802,  the  ratifica- 
tions of  which  were  not  exchanged  till  the  21st 
ultimo.  JAMBS  MONROE. 

January  5, 1819. 

bt  the  pbssioint  op  tub  unitbo  btatss. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  convention  between  the  United 
Sutea  of  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
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mU»  aad  cooeliided  «c  Madrid  oa  tie  11th  d»y 
of  August,  HI  tbe  y«ar  obe  thouaand  eight  hundred 
aod  two,  if  Charles  Pinokoejr*  at  that  ttiae  Mia- 
itter  Pleoipoteatiary  of  the  Uoited  States  ia  Spaia, 
and  Don  Pedro  Cerallos,  CoanseUor  of  Stale, 
Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber,  First  Secretary 
of  State,  and  Superiniendeot  of  Posts  and  Post 
Offices,  folly  authorized  and  empowered  by  their 
reapective  Governments,  was  duly  ratified  by  tbe 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  by  aad  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  tbe  Senate  thereof,  on 
tbe  ninth  day  of  Janoary,  in  the  year  oae  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  was  ratified  by 
the  King  of  Spain  on  the  9th  day  of  July  last 

gst:  ami  whereas  the  ratifieatioas  of  the  two 
ivem meats  were  exchanged  in  this  city  on  the 
Slst  day  of  December,  by  John  doincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the 

eirt  of  the  United  States,  and  Don  Luis  de  Onis, 
a¥oy  Eztraofdlnary  and  Minister  Pleaipotea- 
tiary  from  Spain,  on  the  part  of  Spain  s  whioh 
f onveatiea  is,  word  for  word,  as  IbUows : 

A  OMeentfiSB  Mwseii  iEfit  CttiMc  Mujmt^  trndihi 

of  iiess  wAo  Am  Jtistei'iistf  Umkm^  damagm^erimju* 
ric9t  *n  ctMue^uenu  of  Vu  moeuu  of  miUmduA 
^  tUkar  wttumt  dmrmg  the  laU  mar,  csfi/rary  to 
Ae  €xuiin^  trmty  or  the  iamo  ^naUono. 

His  Cathoiie  Majesty  aad  the  Ghvernment  of 
tha  United  States  of  America  wishing  amicably 
to  adjust  the  claims  which  have  arben  from  the 
excesses  committed  doriag  tbe  late. war  by  indi* 
viduais  oif  either  nation,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
Mttioas  or  tbe  treaty  existing  between  tbe  two 
countries,  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  given,  for 
this  purpose,  foil  powers  to  his  Bxeellenoy  Don 
Pedro  Ce  vallos,Counsellor  of  State.  Gentlemaa  of 
the  Bedchamber  in  employment,  First  Secretary 
of  Sute  and  Universal  Despatch,  and  Superin- 
tendent General  of  the  Posts  and  Post  Offices  in 
Spain  and  the  Indies}  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  Charles  Pinck- 
ney.a  oitisea  of  the  said  States,  and  their  Minis- 
ter Pleoipoceotiary  near  His  Caiholio  Majesty, 
who  have  agreed  as  follows : 

1.  A  Board  of  Comnkissioners  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  five  Gommftssiooersy  two  of  whom 
shall  be  apoointed  by  Hts  Catholic  Majesty,  two 
others  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  fifth  by  common  consent  i  and  in  ease 
they  should  not  be  able  to  agree  on  a  person  for 
the  fifth  Commissioner,  each  party  shall  name 
one,  and  leave  the  decisioil  to  lot ;  and  hereafter, 
in  case  of  the  death,  sickness,  or  necessary  ab- 
sence, of  any  of  those  already  appointed,  they  shall 
proceed,  in  ibe  same  manner,  to  the  appointment 
of  persons  to  replace  them. 

2.  The  appoiatmeat  of  tbe  Commissioners  be- 
ing thus  made,  each  one  of  them  shall  take  an 
oath  to  examine,  discuss,  and  decide,  on  the  claims 
which  they  are  to  judge,  according  to  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty,  and  with  the 
impartiality  justice  may  dictate. 

3.  The  Commissioners  slmli  meet  and  hold  their 
sessions  in  Madrid,  where,  within  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  (to  be  reckoned  from  the  day 


OB  which  their  may  assemble,)  they  Aall  receive 
all  claims  which,  in  oooseqoeace  of  this  oonvetH 
tlon,  may  be  made,  as  well  by  the  sabjeets  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  as  by  citizens  of  the  United 
Sutes  of  America,  who  may  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand compensation  for  the  losaes,  damages,  or 
injuries,  sustained  by  them,  in  eonsequeaoe  of 
the  excesses  committed  by  Spanish  subjects  or 
American  citizens. 

4.  The  Commissioners  are  authorized  by  the 
said  contracting  parties  to  hear  and  examine,  on 
oath,  every  question  relative  to  the  said  demanda, 
and  to  receive  as  worthy  of  credit  all  testimonf 
the  authenticity  of  which  caaaot  reasonably  ba 
doubted. 

5.  From  tbe  decisions  of  the  Commimioaeis 
there  shall  be  no  apiieal,  aad  the  agreement  of 
three  of  them  shall  give  fall  force  and  eieec  to 
their  decisions,  as  well  with  respect  to  die  juetice 
of  the  elaimsas^to  the  amount  of  the  iademaifi* 
cation  which  mtij  be  adjudged  to  the  claimaiiis; 
the  said  oontiactiag  parties  obliging  themtelvaa 
to  satisfy  the  said  awards  in  specie,  without  d»* 
duction,  at  the  times  and  places  pointed  o«t,aa4 
under  tbe  conditions  whioh  may  be  eapcesead  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

6..  It  not  having  been  possible  for  the  aaid 
Plenipotentiaries  to  agree  upon  a  mode  by  vfaieh 
the  above-mentioned  Board  of  Commissienera 
should  arbitrate  the  claims  brigiaating  fioaa 
the  excesses  of  foreign  cruisers,  agents,  consuls, 
or  tribunals,  in  their  respective  territories,  which 
might  be  imputable  to  their  two  GovernmentSi 
they  have  expressly  agreed  that  each  Gtovem* 
meat  shall  reserve  (as  it  does  by  this  coaven* 
tlon)  to  itself,  its  subjects  or  citizens,  respective* 
Iv,  all  the  righu  which  they  now  have,  aad  un- 
der  which  they  may  hereafter  briag  forward 
their  claims,  at  suoti  times  as  may  be  moei  ooa- 
veoient  to  them. 

7.  The  present  convention  shall  have  no  foice 
or  effect  until  it  be  ratified  by  the  contractiog 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  esBchanged 
as  soon  as  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten  Pleai* 
poteaiiaries,  have  signed  this  convention,  and 
have  affixed  thereto  our  respective  seals.  Dene 
at  Madrid  this  Uth  day  of  August,  1802. 

[u  8.1    PEDRO  CEYALLOS. 
rL.e.J    CHARLES  PINCKNET. 

Now,  therefore,  be  It  known  that  I,  James  Mon« 

ro^  President  of  the  United  States,  have  caused 

the  said  convention  to  be  made  public,  to  the  end 

that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article  theie* 

of,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faith 

by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  hereunto  set  my 

band,  and  causea  the  seal  of  the  United 

States  to  be  affixed.    Done  at  the  City  of 

[L.8.]  Washington,  this  twenty-second  day  of 

December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ooe 

.  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 

of  independence  the  forty-third. 

JAMES  MONROE, 

I     By  the  President :  J.  Qa  ADAMS. 
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oftBAT  EmrAm^WEwr  iicdia  tiape. 

[Coftiiiitiiiieated  to  tiie  Ben&to,  JannaYy  27,  1919.] 

(The  followipg  Acta  of  the  Britiah  Parliament 
were  commvoioated  to  tiie  Senate  by  the  Con* 
mittee  of  ForeifD  Reiatioos:] 

An  Act  to  eonaolMate  and  extend  tlw  eeteral  laws  new 
in  iiMroe  Ibr  allowiDg  the  knportatien  and  exnorta* 
tion  of  oertain  goods  and  merchandiee  into  ana  from 
certain  porU  of  IIm  West  IndiM.  [June  ft7»  1906.] 

Whereas,  bj  an  net  passed  in  the  twenty-sev- 
enth year  of  his  present  Majeity^i  reign,  entitled 
^An  aet  for  allomng  the  importation  and  ezpor* 
tntion  of  certain  j|ooda^  wares,  and  merehandiae, 
is  the  ports  of  Kingston,  Sarnnnah  le  Mer,  Mo«h 
tego  Bay,  and  Santa  Lucia,  in  the  island  of  Jn* 
maica;  m  the  port  of  Saint  Oeo^ge,  in  the  ialand 
of  Granadn ;  in  the  port  of  Roaseaa,  in  the  island 
of  Domtttiea ;  and  in  the  port  of  mssan,  in  the 
ialai  d  of  New  Proridenoe,  one  of  the  Bahama 
ielands  i^  and  by  seiFeral  other  aots  passed  snbse* 
<|ttently  ibereto,  the  ports  of  Kingston,  Savannali 
le  Mer,  Mentego  Bay,  Santa  Lncia,  nnd  Port 
Antonio,  in  the  islnna  of  Jamnica;  the  port  of 
Saint  George,  in  the  island  of  Ornnndn^  the 
port  of  Roeicnu,  in  the  island!  of  Dominina  i  the 
port  of  Saint  Johns,  in  ttie  island  of  Antigua; 
the  port  of  San  losef,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad ; 
the  port  of  Soarboroogh,  in  the  island  of  Tobago  | 
the  port  of  Nassan,  in  the  island  of  New  ProT%« 
dcnoe,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands;  and  the  port 
of  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tortola,  were 
opened  for  the  importation  of  certain  goods  and 
merchandise,  under  certain  regulations  nnd  re*> 
strictions ;  and  whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  such 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  relating  to  the 
importation  ot  exportation  of  any  goods.  Wares,  or 
merchandise,  to  or  from  the  aforesaid  ports,  or  any 
of  them,  or  to  the  admission  of  any  ships  or  tes- 
oels  into  the  said  ports,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any 
duties  payable  on  such  importation,  exportntioo, 
or  admission,  as  are  now  in  force,  should  he  con- 
solidated into  one  act,  and  that  each  of  the  sutd 
laws  as  nre  now  temporary  should  be  made  per- 
petual ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  ports, 
the  port  of  Saint  Anne,  in  the  island  of  Jamai- 
ea;  the  port  of  Pittstown,  in  Portland  harbor,  in 
Crooked  Idand,  another  of  the  Bahama  i^ands; 
the  port  of  Kingston,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Yin* 
cent ;  aad  the  principal  port  in  the  island  of  Ber* 
nerada,  should  be  opened  under  certain  regula- 
tions and  restrictions.  May  it,  therefore,  please 
your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and 

Be  U  enaeied  hythe  King^s  fm>8t  extetlera  mai- 
ithf^  bf  and  wtM  the  €uMce  and  ean»enC  of  fne 
hoTd»  gpirUual  and  temporal,  and  Commom,  in 
Mi  fr^ent  ParUamera  atiembUd^  and  by  on- 
ifwrUy  of'  the  aomc,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  wool,  cotton  wool,  indigo, 
cochineal,  drugs  of  nil  sorts,  cocoa,  logwood,  fus- 
tic, and  all  sorts  of  wood  for  dyers'  use,  hides, 
skinsj  and  tallow,  bearer,  aod  all  sorts  of  furs, 
tortoise-shell,  hard  wood,  or  mill-timber,  mahog- 
any, and  all  other  woods  for  cabinet  ware,  horses, 
ttsses,  mules,  and  cattle,  being  the  growth,  or  pro- 


duction of  nay  of  the  colooiee  or  plnntations  Is 
Amet iea,  or  of  nny  country  on  the  oontineor  of 
America  belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of 
any  foreign  European  Sorereign  or  State,  nnd  nil 
coin  and  bullion,  diamonds  and  precious  stontsi 
may  be  imported  from  any  of  the  said  countries 
into  the  several  ports  of  Kingston,  Sayannah  le 
Mer,  Mootege  Bey,  Santa  Lnciai  Antoufin,  and 
Saiht  Anne,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  the  pert 
of  Saint  Qeorge,  in  the  island  of  Orannda  |  the 
port  of  Rosseau,  in  the  island  of  Dominica ;  thu 
port  of  St.  John's,  in  the  island  of  Antigua;  the 
port  of  Ban  Josef,  in  the  islaad  of  Trinidnd  \  the 
port  of  Scarborough,  in  the  island  of  Tob^o ;  the 
port  of  Road  Harbor,  in  the  islnnd  of  '^rtolaf 
the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  isknd  of  New  Provi- 
denoe^  one  of  the  Babamn  islands ;  the  pert  of 
Pittstown,  in  Portland  harbor,  in  Crooked  island, 
another  or  the  BnhaDM  Islnnds  j  the  port  of  Kinf« 
ston,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Vtnoent;  nnd  the 
princtpal  port  in  the  island  -of  Beraauda,  In  nny 
foreign  sleop)  schooner,  or  otlvet  ▼essel  whaiever. 
not  having  mors  than  one  deck,  and  Wing  ewnea 
and  navigated  by  persona  inhabitinf  any  of  the 
said  colonies  or  plantations  in  Americn,  or  coun* 
tries  on  the  oonttaent  of  America  belonging  to  ee 
under  the  dominion  of  any  foreiyn  European  flor« 
ersign  or  State^  nny  law,  custom,  or  ussfe  to  the 
ooatrary  notwithstanding. 

8.  And  be  it  fkrth^  enacUd,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  tobacco,  being  the 

?:rowth  or  production  of  any  island  in  the  West 
ndtes^  or  ef  any  eountry  on  the  continent  of 
America  belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  ef 
anjr  foreign  European  Sovereifln  or  State,  may 
be  imported  from  pay  of  the  said  islands  or  eonn- 
tries  into  any  of  the  said  ports  hereinbefore  enu- 
merated, in  the  like  foreign  ships  and  vesseii^ 
and  be  again  ez)>orted  from  thence  to  any  paif 
of  the  United  kingdom,  under  the  same  rules, 
regulations^  and  restrictions,  and  subject  to  the 
like  penalties  and  forfeitures^  as  are  in  this  aet 
nMntioned  and  contained,  with  regard  to  the 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  hereinbefore  eatt« 
mereted. 

5.  And  be  it  furtiker  enacted.  That  nil  such 
tohncco  so  imported  into  any  of  the  said  porta 
shall,  when  imported  into  anr  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  from  nny  of  the  snid  ports,  pay  the  same 
duties  of  customs  and  exeise,  aad  none  other,  aa 
tobacco  tkk^  growth  or  production  of  an^  of  His 
Majesty's  planutioas  in  the  West  Indies,  or  of 
the  tenritories  of  ther  United  Stntes  of  Americai 
and  be  subfeot  to  the  snme  rules,  regulations) 
condition^  and  fcstrietions,  and  be  liaole  to  the 
same  forfeitores  and  penalties  for  the  bpeacd 
thereof.  ^ 

4.  And  be  U  fiaihtr  enaetedy  That  it  shall 
aad  mar  be  lawful,  from  and  after  the  psse* 
ing  of  this  net,  to  import  into  the  said  port  of 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  and 
into  the  said  port  of  Pittstown,  in  Portland  bar* 
bor,  in  Crooked  Island,  and  into  such  other  port 
or  ports  in  the  said  Bahama  islands,  and  into  the 
principal  port  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  and  into 
^uch  port  or  ports  in  the  islands  called  CaieoS| 
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•8  shall  be  approTed  by  His  Majesty  ia  Conncil) 
sagar  and  cofiee,  the  produce  of  any  foreiga  eoua* 
try  or  plantation,  in  saeh  foreign  ships  or  ressels^ 
and  saoject  to  such  rules,  regulations,  and  restric- 
tions as  are  prescribed  in  this  act  with  respect  to 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  hereinbefore 
enumerated. 

5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  sugar  and 
Qoffee  which  shall  be  imported  into  the  poft  of 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  ProTidence,  or  the 
port  of  Pittstown.  in  Crooked  Island,  or  into  such 
port  or  ports  in  toe  said  Bahama  islands,  or  into 
the  principal  port  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  or 
into  any  such  port  or  ports  in  the  said  islands 
called  Caicos,  as  hare  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
approved  by  His  Majesty  in  Council,  may  be 
imported  into  and  again  exported  from  any  of  the 
aaid  porta,  without  payment  of  any  duties  of  cus- 
toms whatever,  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

6.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That,  on  the  im- 
portation of  any  sugar  or  coffee  into  any  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  the  said  port  or  Nas- 
saq,  in  the  island  of  New  Providenee,  or  the  said 
port  of  Pittstown,  in  Crooked  Island,  or  such 
other  port  or  ports  in  the  Bahama  islands,  or  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  or  any  such  ports  in  the  said 
islands  called  Caicos,  such  sugar  or  coffee  shall, 
respectively,  be  deemed  to  he  not  of  the  British 

Xiantations,  and  shall  be  liable  to,  and  shall  pay, 
iity  of  customs  and  excise  as  such,  and  ma^  be 
warehoused  in  like  manner,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  the  regulations  of  atijr  act  or  acts  of  Parliament 
ia  force  at  the  time  of  importation  of  such  sugar 
or.  coffee,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  sugar  or  coffee 
not  of  the  British  plantations. 

7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  except  such  as  are  hereinbefore  enu* 
merated,  shall  be  imported  in  any  foreign  ship, 
sloop,  schooner,  or  vessel  whatever,  from  any.of 
the  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  any 
countries  on  the  continent  of  America,  belouffiDg 
to  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  JGuuro- 
pean  Sovereign  or  State,  into  any  of  the  before- 
mentioned  ports,  upon  any  pretence  whatever, 
upon  pain  of  forfei^ng  the  same,  together  with 
the  ship,  jslobp,. schooner,  or  vessel  in  which  the 
same  shall  be  imported,  and  the  guns,  tackle,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture  of  such  ship,  sloop,  schooner, 
or  vessel }  and,  in  every  such  case,  the  same  shall 
and  maj  be  seized  by  any  officer  or  officers  of 
His  Majesty's  customs  or  navy,  who  are  or  shall 
be  authorized  or  empowered  to  make  seizures  in 
eases  of  forfeiture,  and  shall  and  may  be  prose- 
cuted in  sUch  manner  as  hereinafter  directed. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  to  export  from  any  of  the  saia  ports  to  any 
•f  the  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  any 
eountries  on  the  continent  of  America,  belonging 
to  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  Euro- 
pean Sovereign  or  State,  in  any  sloop,  schooner, 
or  other  vessel  whatever,  not  having  more  than 
one  deck,  and  being  owned  and  navigated  by 
persons  inhabiting  any  such  colony,  plantation, 


or.  cootttry,  rum  of.  the  produce  of  any  Pritiah 
island,  and  also  negroes  who  shall  have  been 
brouj^ht  into  the  said  islapds,  respectively,  ia 
British  built  ships,  owned,  navigated,  and  regis- 
tered according  to  law;  and  all  manner  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  shall  have  been 
legally  imported  into  the  said  islands,  respect- 
ively, except  masts,  yards,  or  bowspritu,  pitch, 
tar,  and  turpentine,  and  also  except  such  iron  as 
shinl  have  been  brought  from  the  British  colonies 
or  plantations  in  America,  any  law,  custom,  or 
usage  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
export,  in  any  British  ship  or  vessel,  owned  and 
navigated  according  to  law,  from  any  of  the  said 
islands  in  this  act  enumerated  to  any  British  col- 
ony or  plantation  In  America  or  the  West  Indies, 
any  goods  or  commodities  whatever  of  the  man- 
ufacture of  Europe,  and  also  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  shall  have  been  legally 
imported  into  any  of  the  said  islands  from  any 
of  the  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  or  any 
country  on  the  continent  of  America,  belonging 
to  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  European 
Sovereign  or  State. 

10.  Provided  alway9,and  be  it  further  enacted^ 
That,  if  any  doubts  shall  arise  whether  any  such 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  intended  to  be  so 
exported,  shall  have  been  legally  imported  into 
the  paid  islands^  r9spectivel]|r,  in  this  act  enume- 
rated, the  legality  of  such  importation  shall  be 
made  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
and  comptroller,  or  other  principal  officer  of.  the 
customs  at  the  port  of  exportation,  before  such 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall  be  suffered 
to  be  shipped  for  exportation. 

11.  And  it  i$  hereby  further  enacted^  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  wool, 
cotton  wool,  indiffo,  cochineal,  drugs  of  all  sorts, 
cocoa,  logwood,  fustic,  and  all  sorts  of  wood  for 
dyers'  use,  hides,  skins,  and  tallow,  beaver,  and  ail 
sorts  of  furs,  tortoise-shell,  mahogany,  and  all  other 
woods  for  cabinet  ware,  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duction, of  any  of  the  colonies  or  plantations  in 
America,  or  countries  on  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica, belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  for- 
eign European  Sovereign  or  State,  shall  be  allowed 
to  be  exported  from  any  of  the  said  islands  in  this 
act  enumerated  to  any  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  under  the  rule& 
regulations,  securities,  restrictions,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  particularly  mentioned  and  provided 
in  an  act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  encouraging  and  increasing  shipping  and 
navigation,''  and  in  another  act  of  Parliament 
made  in  the  twenty-second  and  twenty-third 


and  in  another  act  of  Parliament  made  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign, 
entitled  ^^An  act  to  allow  the  trade  between  Ire- 
land and  the  British  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies  and  the  British 
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settlcflDene  on  th6  coast  of  Africa  to  be  carried 
oo-  in  like  ma&Der  as  it  is  now  carried  on  between 
Great  Brttaio  and  the  said  colonies  and  settle* 
meots.^  or  in  any  of  the  said  acts  with  respect  to 
ike  goods,  wares,  and  meroiiattdise,  therein  ena- 
merated  or  described. 

12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  goods  or  com  mo* 
dities  whateTer,of  the  growth,  production,  or  man- 
ufacture of  the  East  Indies,  or  other  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope,  siiall,  opon  any 
pretence  whateTCr,  be  exported  from  any  of  the 
ports  enumerated  in  this  act,  to  any  other  British 
colony  or  planiatioo  in  America  or  the  West 
Indies,  vpoa  pain  oi  forfeiting  such  goods  or 
commodities^  together  with  the  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  the  same  shall  be  so  exported,  and  the 
guns,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furnitore  of  such  ship 
or  vessel. 

13.  And  he  it  further  enaded^  That,  from  aod 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  arririikg  at  or  in  any  of  the 
aforesaid  ports,  sbatl  hare  on  board  any  goods  or 
commodities  whatever  of  the  growth,  production, 
or  manufacture  of  the  Bast  Indies,  or  other  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  such  goods  or 
commodities  shall  be  forfeited,  together  with  the 
shm^or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  brought, 
and  all  her  guns,  ammunition,  uckle,  aod  apparel, 
whether  such  goods  or  codimodities  shall  be  in* 
tended  to  be  landed  or  not,  or  whether  bulk  shall 
have  been  broken  or  not. 

14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  duty 
of  ffunpowder,  nor  any  fee  or  reward  whatever, 
shall  be  demanded,  taken,  or  received  by  any 
officer  or  officers  whatever  in  the  said  islands, 
respectively,  in  this  act  enumerated,  for  any  en- 
try, cocket,  clearance,  or  passport,  for  any  for- 
eign ship  or  vessel,  or  for  any  goods,  wares,  or 
uerebandlse  imported  into  or  exported  from  the 
said  islands,  respectively,  in  soon  foreign  ships 
or  vessels^  under  the  like  paina  aid  penalties  as 
are  inflieted  opon  officers  exacting  or  receiving 
greater  fees  than  are  allowed  by  any  act  of  acta 
of  Parliament  now  in  force  for  regulating  the 
foes  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  His  Majes- 
ty's colonies  and  plantations  in  America. 

15.  And  he  U  further  enacied,  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitarea  imposed  by  this  act  shall  and 
mav  be  respeetively  fM'oaecnted,  soed  for,  recov* 
•ted,  and  divided,  in  Great  Briuin,  Guernsev,  Jer- 
sey, or  the  Isle  of  Man,  or  in  nay  of  His  Majesty li 
colonies  or  islands  in  America,  in  the  same  man* 
aer  and  form,  and  by  the  same  rnles  and  regula- 
ations  in  all  respects,  in  so  far  as  the  same  are 
applicable,  as  any  other  penalties  and  forfeitures 
imposed  by  nny  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  made 
for  the  security  of  the  revenue  of  the  customs, 
or  for  the  regulation  or  improvement  thereof,  or 
for  the  regulation  pf  trade  or  navigation,  aod 
which  ^ere  In  force  immediately  before  the 
passing  of  this  act,  fnay  be  respeetively  prose- 
cuted, sued  for,  recovered,  and  divided,  in  Great 
Britain,  Guernsey,  Jersey,  or  the  Isle  of  Man,  or 
in  any  of  His  Majesty's  colonies  or  islands  in 
Ameiica. 

15th  CoN.dd  Ssas.— 51 


16.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  such 
clauses,  provisions,  articles,  matters,  and  things, 
in  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  contained^ 
as  relate  to  the  opening  and  establishing  any 
ports  in  the  Islands  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or 
any  of  them,  for  the  more  free  importation  and 
exportation  of  the  goods,  wares^and  merchandise 
in  this  act  enumerated,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  herebyi 
repealed. - 

An  Act  to  permit  the  importation  of  rice,  grain,  and 
flour  from  any  foreign  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
America  into  certain  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
to  allow  certain  articles  to  be  imported  from  the 
ITniled  States  of  America  into  the  British  provinces 
in  North  America,  for  the  purpose  of  exportation  to 
the  British  islands  in  the  West  Indies.  fJune  30. 
180a] 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twentjr-elghth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  An 
act  for  regulating  the  trade  between  the  subjects' 
of  His  Majesty^s  colonies  and  plantations  in  North 
America  and  in  the  West  India  islands,  and  the 
countries  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  between  His  Majesty's  said  sub* 
jects  aod  the  foreign  islands  in  the  West  Indies, 
It  is  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in 
certain  cases  for  any  of  the  Governors  of  the 
provinces  in  British  North  America,  therein  en- 
umerated, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  their 
respective  councils*  to  aathorize  the  importation 
of  certain  articles,  for  a  limited  time,  from  any  of 
the  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  supply  of  the. inhabitants  of  the 
said  provinces,  respectively :  .and  whereas  it  is 
expedient  that  the  importation  of  such  arttclea 
should  be  allowed  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
other  of  His  Majesty's  colonies  than  are  thejreia 
mentioned : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  King^e  moet  earcellent  ma^ 
Jeety,  by  and  with  the  advice  ctnd  consent  of  th& 
Lords  epirHual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  m 
this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  hy  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  of  the  Governors,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernors, or  Comraaoder-iB*Chief  for  the  time  be- 
ing, of  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New 
Bnittswick,  or  ef  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton  or 
8t.  John's,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  their 
respective  councils,  to'aathorise  the  importation 
of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  said  recited  act 
for  a  limited  time,  from  any  of  the  territories  oC 
the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  same  being  re-exported  to  any  other  of  Hia 
Majesty's  colfmies  or  plantations. 

2.  And  whereas  it  is  provided  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  present  M^sty's 
reign,  entitled  An  act  to  consolidate  and  extend 
the  several  laws  now  in  force  for  allowing  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and 
merchandise  into  and  from  certain  ports  iu  the 
West  Indies,  that  certain  articles  therein  enn* 
merated  may  be  imported  into  the  several  porta 
therein  named  from  foreign  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  permissioB  for 
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pack  imporc«lion  should  h9 azteaded:  Beit  emact- 
edj  That,  in  addition  to  the  articles  equmerated 
ID  the  said  act,  it  bhall  it  shall  be  lawful  to  im- 
port, uader  the  like  authority,  restriciioos,  rules, 
regulations,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  provided  in 
the  said  recited  act,  the  articles  of  rice,  grain  of 
all  sorts,  and  flour,  from  any  colonies  or  planta- 
tions in  America,  belonging  to  or  under  the  do- 
minion of  any  foreif^n  European  Sovereign  or 
Btate,  into  any  of  the  free  ports  in  colonies  or 

flantations  belonging  to  His  Majesty  in  the  West 
ndies,  which  are  particular! jr  named  in  the  said 
act,  or  in  another  act  passed  in  the  foriy-seyeath 
fear  of  His  Majesty,  re>pecting  the  port  of  Am- 
sterdam, in  the  island  of  Cura^oa,  in  any  foreign 
shipL  schooner,  or  other  foreign  Tessel  wh^itefer, 
not  oaying  more  thap  one  deck, and  being  manned 
and  nsTigated  by  persons  iahabitiog  any  of  the 
said  colonies  or  plantations  belonging  to  any 
foreign  Sovereign  or  State. 


An  Act  to  allow  British  plantation  wogi  and  ooffee, 
imported  into  Bermuda  in  British  sUps,  to  be  ex- 
ported to  the  territories  of  the  Ihsited  States  of 
America  in  foreign  ships  or  TesBels,  and  to  permit 
articles  the  production  of  the  said  United  States  to 
be  imported  into  the  said  island  in  foreign  ships  or 
vessels.    [July  1,  181S.] 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  allow  sugar  and 
coffee,  the  produce  of  any  British  colony  or  plaji* 
tation  in  the  West  Indies,  imported  into  the  island 
of  Bermuda  io  British  ships  or  vesselj,  to  be  ex- 
ported from  the  port  of  Saint  George,  in  the  said 
island,  to  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  foreign  ships  or  vessels  ^  and  toal- 
low  certain  articles  of  the  growth  or  production 
of  the  territories  of  the  said  United  Slates  to  be 
imported  into  the  said  island  in  foreign  ships  or 
vessels,  and  to  be  re-exported  from  theoce  in  Brit- 
ish built  ships  or  vessels,  to  Britbh  islands  in  the 
West  Indies: 

Be  it  then/ore  enaeted  by  the  King's  vumt  ex* 
ttMeni  mu^esty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eoneaU 
sf  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal^  and  Cbm- 
mons,  in  the  present  Pcuiiament  assembled^  and 
fry  theauiharUyqflhesame,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  sugar  and  coffee,  the  produce  c^"  any  Brit- 
ish colony  or  plantation  in  the  West  Indies,  im- 
ported into  the  island  of  Bermuda  in  any  Britbh 
ship  or  vessel,  to  be  exported  from  the  port  of  St. 
George  in  the  said  island  of  Bermuda,  to  any  part 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
In  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  any 
country  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  abova  the 
burden  ol  sixty  tons,  any  law  now  in  force  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  import  tobacco,  pitch,  tar.  tur- 
pentine, hemp,  flax,  masis,  yards,  bowsprits,  staves, 
heading-boards,  and  plank,  jimber,  shingles,  and 
lumber  of  any  sort,  horses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  hogs, 
poultry,  and  live  &tock  of  any  sort,  bread,  biscuit, 
fluur,  pease,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  rice,  oats  bar- 
ley, and  grain  of  any  sort,  such  commodities  being 
of  the  growth  or  production  of  the  territories  be* 


loogiug  the  United  Stftea  of  America,  from  dM 
said  territories  to  the  port  of  St.  Georg«,  in  the 
island  of  Bennuda,  in  any  foreiffu  ship  or  vcaael 
heloagiog  to  any  country  io  amity  wlta  His  Ma- 
jesty, anything  in  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  year  of  His  present  Majesty's  reign,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  rwilatioff  the  trade  between 
the  subjects  of  His  Majesty^s  oolontee  and  plan- 
tations in  North  America  and  in  the  Wesf  India 
islands,  and  the  countries  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  Amerioa,and  between  Hia  Majesty's 
said  subjects  and  the  foreign  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,"  or  in  any  other  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

3.  And  be  it  further  snactsd^  That  it  ahail  and 
may  be  li^wful  to  and  for  any  of  His  Majesty^ 
subjects  to  export  aay  of  the  articlce  before  ena- 
merated,  which  shall  have  been  imported  in  any 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  from  the  territories  ai  the 
United  States  into  the  island  of  Bernanda  /rem 
said  port  of  St.  Qtor^  to  any  of  Hia  Majesiy'a 
islands  or  dolnioiooe  in  the  West  Indiee,  in  Brit* 
ish  built  ships  and  vessels,  owned  and  navigated 
according  to  law. 

[By  a  subsequent  act,  the  port  of  Hamilton  b 
placed  on  the  same  aitnation  as  the  port  of  Saint 
Qeoige.] 


An  Act  to  permit  the  importation  of  certain  aitidee 
into  Hb  Majesty's  colonies  or  pbatations  in  the 
West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  South  America ; 
and  also  oertain  articles  into  certain  ports  in  the 
West  Indies.    [May  83,  1818.] 

^  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  allow  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  ^rticles  into  His  Majesty's  colonice 
or  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  con- 
tinent of  South  America: 

Be  it  therefore  enactsd  by  the  Kin^e  most  ex* 
cellent  majesty ^  b^  and  with  the  admce  and  consent 
of  the  Lmds  spiritual  and  temporal^  and  Com* 
mons^  in  this  present  Farliantsnt  assembled,  and 
by  the  anthontv  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfal  to  import  tobacco,  rice,  grsin, 
pease,  beans,  and  flour,  in  to  any  of  Hia  Majesty's 
colonies  or  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  or  on 
the  continent  of  South  America,  for  the  sopply 
of  the  inhabitants  theieof,  in  British  built  ships, 
owned,  regbtered,  and  navigated  according  to 
law,  from  any  colony  or  poseesston  in  the  Weat 
Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  America,  under  the 
dominion  of  any  foreign  European  Sovereign  oi 
State. 

2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  import  pease  and  beans,  being 
the  growth  or  production  of  any  of  the  colonies 
or  possessions  io  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  oon* 
tinent  of  America,  belonging  to  or  under  the 
dominion  of  any  foreign  European  Boverei^ 
or  Slate,  into  any  of  the  porta  in  His  Majesty^ 
colonies  or  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  enu- 
merated in  an  act  passed  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  entitled  an  act 
to  consolidate  and  extend  the  several  laws  now 
in  force  for  allowing  the  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  certain  goods  and  merchandise  into  and 
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fto«A  eeitftio  pofts  in  tKo  West  UdiM ;  ud  in 
another  set,  passed  in  the  fortj-mttli  yctr  of  tbe 
veign  of  his  snid  Mnjescy,  entitled  an  net  for  en- 
abling His  Majesty  to  permit  the  importation 
euMi  exportation  of  oeriam  goods  and  commodi* 
tMfl  into  and  from  the  port  of  Road  Harbor,  in 
the  island  of  Tortok;  and  likewise  in  another 
ai«t,  passed  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  hie  present 
Majeaty's  reign,  entitled  an  act  for  allowtog  the 
importation  and  ezportatien  of  eeruin jtoodsand 
eommodities  into  and  from  tbe  p<tf  t  of  Falmontb, 
aa   the  island  of  Jamaica ;  and  in  another  ael, 
passed  in  the  ifty-seeond  year  of  his  said  Majee- 
Ty'a  reign,  entitled  an  act  for  allowing  certain 
afftieica  to  fae  imported  into  the  Bahama  islands, 
aad  exported  therefrom  in  foreign  resaels,  and 
lor  eneooraging  the  exportation  of  salt  from  the 
nnid  isiande;  and  in  another  act,  passed  in  the 
fifty-aeventh  year  of  tbe  reign  of  his  said  Majcs^ 
ty,  entitled  an  act  to  extend  sereral  acts  for  al- 
lawiBf  the  importation  aad  exporUtioa  of  cer- 
tain gooda  and  merchandise  to  Porta  Miria,  in 
tha  island  of  |amaiaa,  aad  to  tbe  port  of  Bridge- 
tawaf  ia  the  island  of  Barbadoea,  in  ressels  of  the 
iibe  deeeription,and  subject  to  tlie  libe  rnies,  reg* 
alntione,  and  reetriationS|  as  are  required  by  the 
aforesaid  acts  permitting  certain  artiolea  to  be 
imported  into  the  ports  ennmerated  therein,  and 
in  vessek  of  the  like  description,  aad  subject  to 
the  lilm  tnies,  regulations,  and  restrictionS|  as  are 
required  in  an  act  passed  in  tbe  fiftieth  year  of 
bit  said    Majesty's  reign,  entitled   an  act  for 
ameading,  aad  eontiaaing  so  amended  until  tbe 
lwettty*fiftb  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
jhimdred  aad   twelre,  an  act  of  the  forty«fifth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  consolidating 
and  extendifig  the  sereraf  laws  in  force  for  allow- 
ing the  importation  and  exportation  of  certain 
goods  nnd  merchandise  into  and  from  certain 
rjmrta  in  tbe  West  Indies,  which  waa  afterwards 
continued  by  an  act  paesed  in  the  fifty-second 
year  of  bis  said  Majesty's  reign,  until  ibe  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  March,  oae  thousand  eirbt  hundred 
and  fourteen,  aad  rerired  aad  made  perpetual 
by  aaaihar  act  passed  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of 
lie  reign  of  bis  said  Majesty,  entitled  an  act  to 
rnvire  and  make  perpataal  certain  acts  for  oon- 
aolidating  and  extending  the  sereral  laws  in 
tece  for  allowing  tbe  importation  and  esporta- 
tioa  of  certain  arliolea  into  and  from  oertain 
poru  in  tbe  West  indies. 


United  States,  widi  tbaaaswam  of  this  <io?eni» 
meat  to  tbe  applications  addressod  to  it. 

JAMBS  MONROB. 


iNBBPBNDBNT  GOYfilttf  ilBNTS  OF  80UTH 

AMERICA. 

[Cottuaaoicated  to  the  Hoas6|.  Jsnaaiy  80, 1819.] 

IVasoimoton,  Jmnmarf  29, 1819. 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
compliance  with  tbeir  resolution  of  the  14th  of 
this  month,  a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
ooncerning  the  applications  which  hare  been 
made  by  any  of  the  independent  Governments  of 
South  America  to  hare  a  Minister  or  CodsuI 
Qaneral  accredited  by  tbe  QoTcmment  of  tbe 


DaPAnTMiiiT  OF  Statb,  Ja9L  88^  1619. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  r^ 
ferred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Renreseata- 
tirce  of  tbe  Uth  insuat.  requesting  of  tne  PresI- 
dent  Information  wbetner  any  application  has 
been  made  by  any  of  the  independebt  QoTera- 
ments  of  South  America  to  hare  a  Minister  or 
Consul  General  accreditlBd  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  aad  what  was  the  answer 
given  to  snch  application^  has  tbe  honor  of  sub- 
mitting copies  or  applications  made  by  Don  Lino 
de  Clemente  to  be  received  as  the  repreeentativa 
of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela;  and  of  David  O. 
De  Forest,  a  citiaen  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
accredited  as  Coosnl  General  of  the  United  Prov- 
inces of  South  Ameriea,  with  tbe  answers  re- 
spectively returned  to  them.  Tbe  reply  of  Mr. 
De  Forest  is  likewise  enclosed,  and  copies  of  the 
papers,  aigoed  and  avowed  by  Mr.  Olementa 
which  the  President  considered  as  readeriag  any 
communication  between  this  Department  and 
him,  other  than  that  now  encloeed,  improper. 

It  is  to  be  obeerved  that,  while  Mr.  Clementa 
in  March,  1817,  was  assuming,  with  the  name  of 
deputy  from  Venezuela,  to  exercise  with  the 
United  States  powers  transcending  the  lawfbl 
authority  of  any  ambassador,  and  while,  in  Jan« 
nary,  1818,  he  was  commissiooiag;  in  laaffuage 
disrespectful  to  this  Gtoveroment,  Vicente  Pazoe, 
in  the  name  of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  to 
^  protest  against  the  invasion  of  Amelia  Island, 
and  all  such  further  acts  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  were  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  tbe  several  republics  and  the  per- 
soas  sailiag  under  their  respective  flags  duly 
commissioned,"  he  had  himself  not  only  never 
been  received  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  deputv  from  Venezuela,  but  had  never 
presented  hioMelf  to  it  in  that  character,  or  offered 
to  exhibit  any  evidence  whatsoever  of  his  being 
invested  with  it.  The  issuing  of  commissiona 
authorizing  acts  of  war  against  a  foreign  nation 
ia  a  power  which  not  even  a  soveraiga  can  law- 
fully exercise  within  the  dominions  of  another  la 
amity  with  him.  without  bis  consent  Mr.  Pazos, 
in  bis  memorial  to  the  President,  eommnniaatiug 
tbe  commission  signed  by  Mr.  Clemente  at  Pbila* 
delnhia,  and  given. to  General  McGregor,  allegat, 
in  Its  justification,  the  example  of  the  illustrioos 
Franklin  in  Borope;  but  this  example,  instead 
of  furnishing  an  exception,  afibrds  a  direct  con- 
firmation  of  tbe  principle  now  advanced.  Tbe 
commissiona  issued  by  the  diplomatic  ageats  of 
tbe  United  States  in  France,  during  our  Revolu- 
tionary war,  were  granted  witb  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  French  Government,  of  whicb 
the  following  resolution  from  tbe  Secret  Journal 
of  Congress  of  23d  December,  1776,  is  deciaiva 
proof: 

<*/Zfeaeto(l.  That  the  commissioners  [at  the  Court 
of  France]  oe  authorized  to  arm  nnd  fit  for  war 
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any  number  of  yessela,  doi  exceeding  siz»  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States^  to  war  upon  British 
property ;  and  that  commisuons  and  warrants  be 
for  this  purpose  sent  to  the  commissioners :  pro- 
vided the  comitiissioners  be  well  satisfied  this 
measure  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  Court  of 
France." 

It  is  also  now  ascertained,  by  the  express  decla- 
ration of  the  Supreme  Chief,  6oliTar,  to  the  agent 
of  the  United  States  at  Angostura,  ^  that  the 
Oovemment  of  Venezuela  had  never  authorized 
the  expedition  of  General  McGregor,  nor  any 
other  enterprise,  against  Florida  or  Amelia."  In- 
atruetions  have  bMn  forwarded  to  the  same  agent 
to  gjye  suitable  explanations  to  the  Gorernment 
of  Yenezuela  of  the  motives  for  decliaiog  further 
oommunication  with  Mr.  Clemente,  and  assur- 
ances that  it  will  readily  be  held  with  any  person 
not  liable  to  the  same  or  like  objection. 

The  application  of  Mr.  De  Forest  to  be  ac- 
credited as  Consul  General  of  the  United  Prov- 
inces of  South  America  was  first  made  in  May 
last;  his  credential  was  a  letter  from  the  Su- 
preme Director  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Pueyrredon^ 
announcing  his  appointment  bv  virtue  of  arti- 
cles concluded  in  tae  names  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  between  persons  authorized  by  him, 
and  W.  G.  D.  Worthington,  as  agent  of  this 
Gh)vernmenty  who  neither  had,  nor  indeed  pre- 
tended to  have,  any  power  to  negotiate  such  ar- 
ticles. Mr.  De  Forest  was  inlormed,  and  re- 
quested to  make  known  to  the  Supreme  Direc- 
tor, that  Mr.  Worthington  had  no  authority 
whatsoever  to  negotiate  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  any  articles  to  be  obligatory  on  them, 
and  had  never  pretended  to  possess  any  full 
power  to  that  effect ;  that  any  communication 
interesting  to  the  Supreme  Director,  or  to  the 
people  of  Buenos  Ayres,  would  readily  be  held 
with  Mr.  De  Forest ;  but  that  the  recog^altion  of 
him  as  a  Consul  General  from  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  South  America  could  not  be  granted, 
either  upon  the  stipulation  of  supposed  articles, 
which  were  a  nullity,  or  upon  the  commission 
or  credential  letter  of  the  Supreme  Director, 
without  recognising  thereby  the  authority  from 
which  it  emanated  as  a  sovereign  and  indcpend- 
.ant  Power. 

With  this  determination,  Mr.  De  Forest  then 
.declared  himself  entirely  satisfied.  But,  shortly 
after  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  he  renewed  his  solicitations,  by  the 
note  dated  the  9th  of  December,  to  be  accredited 
as  the  Consul  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  South  America,  founding  his  claim  on  the 
credentials  from  bis  Government,  which  had 
been  laid  before  the  President  last  May. 

A  conversation  was  shortly  afterwards  held 
with  him,  by  direction  of  the  President,  in  which 
the  reasons  were  fully  explained  to  him  upon 
which  the  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Buenos  Ayres  for  the  present  was 
not  deemed  expedient!  Tbey  were  also,  at  his 
request,  generally  stated  in  the  note  dated  the 
81st  of  December 


It  has  not  been  thought  necessary,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  to  pursue  the  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  De  Forest  any  further,  particu* 
larly  as  he  declares  himself  unauthorized  to  agi- 
tate or  discuss  the  question  with  regard  to  uia 
recognition  of  Buenos  Ayres  as  an  independent 
nation.  Some  observations^  however,  mav  be 
proper,  with  reference  to  circumstances  alleged 
by  him,  as  arguing  that  a  Consul  General  may 
be  accredited  without  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Government  from  which  he  has 
his  appointment.  The  Consul  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  resided  at  Buenos  Ayres,  had 
no  otner  credential  than  his  commission.  It 
implied  no  recognition  by  the  United  States  of 
anv  partieular  Government ;  and  it  was  issoed 
before  the  Buenos  Ayrean  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, and  while  all  the  acts  of  the  aothori* 
ties  there  were  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Spain. 

During  the  period  while  this  Government  de- 
clined to  receive  Mr.  Oois  as  the  Minister  of 
Spain,  no  Consul  received  an  exequatur  under  a 
commission  from  the  same  authority.  The  Span- 
ish Consuls,  who  had  been  received  before  the 
contest  for  the  Government  of  Spain  had  arisen, 
were  suffered  to  continue  the  exercbe  of  their 
functions,  for  which  no  new  recognition  was 
necessary.  A  similar  remark  may  be  made  with 
regard  to  the  inequality  alleged  by  Mr.  De  Foi^ 
est  to  result  from  the  admission  of  Spanish  Con- 
suls ofiicially  to  protest  before  our  judicial  tribu- 
nals the  rightsof  Spanish  subjects  generally,  while 
he  is  not  admitted  to  the  same  privileges  with  re- 
gard to  those  of  the  citizens  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  equality  of  rights  to  which  the  two  parties 
to  a  civil  war  are  entitled,  in  their  relations 
with  neutml  Powers,  does  not  extend  to  the 
rights  enjoyed  by  ode  of  them,  by  virtue  of 
treaty  stipulations  contracted  before  the  war; 
neither  can  it  extend  to  rights,  the  enjoyment  of 
which  essentially  depends  upon  the  issue  of  the 
war.  That  Spain  is  a  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent Power,  is  not  contested  by  Buenos  Ajrres, 
and  is  recognised  by  the  United  States,  who  are 
bound  byireaty  to  receive  her  Consuls.  Mr. 
De  Forest's  credential  letter  asks  that  he  may  be 
received  by  virtue  of  a  stipulation  in  supposed 
articles  concluded  by  Mr.  Worthington,  bat 
which  he  was  not  authorized  to  make;  so  that 
the  repeption  of  Mr.  De  Forest,  upon  the  eredear 
tial  on  which  he  founds  his  claim,  would  imply 
d  recognition,  not  only  of  the  Government  of 
the  Supreme  Director,  Poeyrredon,  but  a  com- 
pact^as  binding  upon  the  United  States,  which 
is  a  mere  nullity. 

Consols  are,  indeed,  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  from  acknowledged 
sovereign  Powers  with  whom  they  have  no 
treaty.  But  the  exequatur  for  a  Consul  General 
can  obviously  not  be  granted  without  recogni- 
sing the  authority  from  whom  his  appointment 
proceeds  as  Sovereign.  *'The  Consul,"  saya 
VcUtel,  (book  2,  chap.  2,  §  34,)  "is  not  a  public 
Minister;  but -as  he  is  charged  with  a  commis- 
sion from  his  Sovereign,  and  received  in  that 
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quality  by  him  wh«re  he  resides,  he  fhoald  en- 
joy,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  protection  of  the 
law  of  nations." 

If,  from  tiiis  state  of  things,  the  inhabitants  of 
Buenos  Ayres  cannot  enjoy  tbe  advantage  of 
being  officially  represented  before  the  courts  of 
the  united  States  b]r  a  Consul,  wbile  the  sub- 
jects of  Spain  are  entitled  to  that  privilege,  it  is 
an  inequality  resulting  from  the  nature  of  the 
contest  in  wbich  they  are  engaged,  and  not  from 
any  denial  of  their  rights  as  parties  to  a  civil 
war.  The  recognition  of  them,  as  such,  and 
the  consequent  admission  of  their  veaseb  into 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  operate  with  an 
inequality  against  the  other  party  to  that  con- 
test, aod  m  their  favor. 

It  was  stated  in  conrersation  to  Mr.  De  For- 
est, and  afterwards  in  tbe  note  of  3Ut  December, 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  tbe  United  States 
to  understand  whether  Buenos  Ayres  itself 
claims  an  entire,  or  only  an  imperfect  independ- 
ence ;  that  the  necessity  of  an  explanation  upon 
this  point  arose  from  the  fact  that,  in  the  nego- 
tiation  of  the  supposed  article  with  Mr.  Wor- 
thington^  the  Supreme  Director  had  -declined 
contracting  the  engagement,  though  with  the 
offer  of  reciprocity,  that  the  United  States  should 
enjoy  at  Buenos  Ayres  the  advantages  and  prir- 
ileges  of  the  most  favored  nation ;  that'  the  rea- 
son giren  by  him  for  refusing  such  an  engage- 
ment was,  that  Spain  having  cUims  of  sover- 
eignty over  Buenos  Ayres,  the  right  must  be 
reserved  of  granting  special  favors  to  her  for 
renouncing  them,  which  other  nations,  having 
no  such  claims  to  renounce|  could  not  justly  ex- 
pect to  obtain.  Without  discussing  the  correct<» 
ness  of  this  principle,  it  was  observed  that  the 
United  States,  in  acknowledging  Buenos  Ayres 
as  independent,  would  expect  to  be  treated  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  or  to 
know  the  extent  and  character  of  the  nenefits 
which  were  to  be  allowed  to  others  and  denied 
to  them;  aod  that,  while  an  indefinite  ppwer 
should  be  reserred,  of. granting  to  any  nation 
advantages  to  be  withheld  from  the  United 
States,  an  acknowledgment  of  independence 
must  be  considered  premature. 

Mr.  De  Forest  answers  that  this  reservation 
must  appear  to  every  one  contrary  to  the  incli- 
nation as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  Government 
of  Buenos  Ayres  ;•  that  it  must  have  been  only  a 
proposition  ot  a  temporary  nature,  not  extending 
to  the  acknowledgment  by  tbe  United  States  of 
the  independence  of  Sooth  Amierica,  which  be 
is  confident  would  have  rendered  any  such  res- 
ervation altogether  unnecessary,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  must 
have  seen  they  were  treating  with  an  unauthor- 
ized person,  and  suggested  the  idea  from  an 
opinion  of  its  good  policy ;  and,  he  adds,  that 
Portugal  is  acknowledged  by  the  United  States 
as  an  independent  Power,  although  their  com- 
merce is  taxed  higher  in  the  poru  of  Brazil  than 
that  of  Great  Britain* 

It  had  not  been  intended  to  suggest  to  Mr.  De 
Forest  that  it  was,  in  any  manner,  incompatible 


with  the  independence  or  sovereignty  of  a  na- 
tion to  grant  commercial  advantages  to  one  for* 
eign  State,  and  to  withhold  them  from  another. 
If  any  such  advantage  is  granted  for  an  e<}uiva- 
lent,  other  nations  can  have  no  right  to  claim  its 
enjoyment,  even  though  entitled  to  be  treated  as 
the  most  favored  nations,  unless  by  the  recipro- 
cal grant  of  the  same  equivalent.  Neither  had 
it  basn  meant  to  say  that  a  nation  forfeited  its 
character  of  acknowledged  sovereignty,  even  by 
granting,  without  equivalent,  commercial  advan- 
tages to  one  foreign  Power,  and  withholding 
them  from  another.  However  absurd  and  unjust 
the  policy  of  a  nation  granting  to  one^  and  refu- 
sing to  another, such  gratuitous  concessions  might 
be  deemed,  the  question  whether  they  affected  its 
independence  or  not  would  rest  upon  the  nature 
of  the  concessions  themselves.  The  idea  meant 
to  be  conveyed  was,  that  the  reservation  of  an 
indefinite  right  to  grant  hereafter  snecial  favors 
to  Spain  for  the  remuneration  of  ner  claims  of 
sovereignty,  left  it  uncertain  whether  the  inde- 
pendence of  Buenos  Ayres  would  be  complete  or 
imperfect,  and  it  was  suggested  with  a  view  to 
give  the  opportunity  to  the  Supreme  Director  of 
explaining  his  intentions  in  this  respect,  and 
to  intimate  to  him  that,  while  such  an  indefinite 
right  was  reserved,  an  acknowledgment  of  inde- 
pendence must  be  considered  as  premature.  This 
caution  was  thought  the  more  necessary,  inas- 
much as  it  was  known  that,  at  the  same  time 
while  the  Supreme  Director  was  insisting  upon 
this  reservation,  a  mediation  between  Spain  and 
her  colonies  bad  been  solicited  by  Spain,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Hre  principal  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, the  basis  of  which  was  understood  to  be  a 
compromise  between  the  Spanish  claim  to  sov» 
ereignty  and  the  colonial  claim  to  independence* 

Mr.  De  Forest  was  understood  to  have  said  / 
that  the  Congress  at  Tucuman  had  determined 
to  offer  a  grant  of  special  privileges  to  the  nation 
which  should  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  Buenos  Ayres.  He  stated  in  his 
notes  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  such  resolu- 
tion by  that  Congress,  but  that  it  was  a  prevail- 
ing o[nnion  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  his  own  opin- 
ion also,  that  such  special  privileges  would  be 
granted  to  the  first  recognising  Power,  if  de-* 
manded.  It  has  invariabTy  been  avowed  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  that  they  would 
neither  ask  nor  accept  of  any  special  privilege 
or  advantage  for  their  acknowledgment  of  South 
American  independence  i  but  it  appears  that  the 
Supreme  Director  of  Buenos  Ayres,  far  from 
being  prepared  to  grant  special  favors  to  the 
United  States  for  taking  the  lead  in  the  acknowl- 
edgment, declined  even  a  reciprocal  stipulation 
that  they  should  e^joy  tbe  same  advantages  as 
other  nations.  Nor  was  this  reservation,  as  Mr. 
De  Forest  supposes,  defeasible  by  the  acknowl- 
edgment on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of 
South  American  independence.  The  Supreme 
Director  could  not  be  so  ignorant  that  it  was 
impossible  for  this  Government  to  ratify  the  ar- 
ticles prepared  by  his  authority  with  Mr.  Wor- 
thington,  and  yet  to  withhold  the  acknowledg- 
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iifttt  of  ibdepeodenee.  He  knew  thkt,  ff  thiit ' 
ilistriito^Dt  flhoald  be  ratified,  the  Utiiied  States 
miist  therel>y  neeesMrily  be  tne  first  1o  ^ntiit  the 
aekDowledgment ;  yet  he  declined  iasertitig  in  it 
en  trticle  seeariiig  to  eteh  party  in  the  ports  of 
th«  oth«r  the  adtantaffes  of  the  most  ftirored 
lihtido.  It  Is,  deYerthekss,  in  conformity  to  one 
of  those  same  articles  that  Mr.  De  Forest  claimed 
to  be  reeeired  in  the  formal  character  of  Consoi 
Ckneral. 

With  rejg;afd  to  the  irregularities  and  excesses 
eotiimitted  by  armed  ressels  sailing  tinder  the 
Hai^  of  Btienos  Ayre^j  complained  of  it  th^  note 
of  the  Ist  of  January,  it  was  not  expected  that 
Mr.  De  Forest  wonld  have  the  power  of  re- 
itraining  them,  otherwise  than  by  representing 
ibem  to  the  Siipreme  Director,  in  Whom  the  au- 
thority to  apply  the  proper  remedy  is  supposed 
to  be  vested.  The  admission  of  Mr.  De  Forest 
in  the  character  of  Consttl  General  would  give 
Irim  no  additional  means  of  suppressing  the  evil. 
Its  principal  aggravation  arises  from  the  circttm- 
stance  that  the  cruisers  of  Buenos  Ay  res  are 
ahnost,  if  not  ^ite,  universally  manned  and 
officered  by  foreigners,  having  no  permanent  con- 
nexion with  that  country,  or  interest  in  its  cause. 
But  the  complaint  was  not  confined  to  the  mis- 
eotldtictof  the  cruisers;  it  Was  stated  that  blank 
eonhnissions  for  priTateers,  their  commanders 
tnd  officers,  had  been  transmitted  lo  this  country, 
With  the  blanks  left  to  be  filled  op  here,  for  fitting 
out.  arming,  and  equip|>itiig  them  for  purposes 
hrbnibited  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
ni  vitiation  of  the  laws  of  nations.  It  was  ob- 
Mlrted^  that  this  practice  being  alike  irreconcile- 
iUe  with  the  rignts  and  the  obligations  of  the 
United  States,  it  was  expected  by  the  President 
that,  betiig  made  known  to  the  Supreme  Direc- 
V  tor,  no  instance  of  it  would  again  occur  here- 
after. No  reply  to  this  phrt  of  the  note  has  been 
made  by  Mr.De  Forest;  for  it  is  not  supposed 
that  he  meant  to  disclaim  all  responsibility  of 
liimself  or  of  the  Gh)vernment  of  Buenos  Ay  res 
concerning  it,  unlesis  bis  character  of  Consul  Gen- 
eral should  be  recognised.  As  he  states  that  he 
Iwa  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  note  itself  to  Bue- 
nos AyreS;  the  expectation  may  be  indulged 
that  the  exclusive  sovereign  authority  of  the 
United  States  within  their  own  jurisdiction  will 
llereafter  be  respected. 

All  which  is  respecttVilly  submitted. 

JOHN  afJlNCT  ADAMS. 

No.  1. 
JhttlAnode  Ckmeiae  to  the  Secretary  qf  SUOe. 

WlaBinoToif,  Decend)er  11, 
Eigfah  f6ar  0/  ^  i?Sfw5lic,  A.  D.  1818. 

MoBT  Excellent  Sir  :  Having  been  appoint- 
ti  by  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Yen- 
ezuela  its  representative  dear  the  United  States 
of  North  America.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  of  my  arrival  m  this  city  for  the  purpose  of 
discharging  the  trust  committed  to  me ;  to  efB?ct 
this,  I  haye  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  ibfbrm  me  at  whtt  time  it  will  be  convenient 
for  you  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  present- 


ing my  respects  to  you  personally,  and  of  conr* 
municating  to  you  the  object  of  my  arrital  In 
the  federal  city. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  tender  to 
you  the  assurance  of  the  high  respect  and  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  he,  air, 

Tour  most  obedient,  humble  serv^idt, 

LINO  DE  OLBMBNTE. 

Hon.  JoBif  duiNct  Adams,' 
Stcretary  tf  Slaie. 

No.  2. 

Department  op  State, 

Waahington,  Dec.  16, 1818. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  11th  instant  has  been 
laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  whose  direction  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
your  name  having  been  avowedly  affixed  to  a 
paper,  drawn  up  within  the  United  States,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  commission  to  a  foreign  officer 
ror  undertaking  and  executing  an  expedition  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  to  another  paper  avowing  that  act,  and  oth- 
erwise insulting  to  this  Government,  which  pa- 
pers have  been  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  25ih  of  March 
lastj  I  am  not  authorized  to  confer  with  you,  and 
that  no  further  communication  will  be  received 
from  yon  at  this  Department. 

I  am,  with  due  conaideration,  sir,  your  very 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN.  aUINCY  ADAMa. 

Don-Lma  be  Clemsmtb. 

No.  3. 

No.  1.  TVamkUion  cf  Sir  Gr€gc(t  AtcChregot^ 

commission. 

The  Deputies  of  free  America,  resident  in  the 
United  Stales  of  the  North,  to  their  compatriot 
Gregor  MeGf«ffor,  General  of  Brigade  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Provinces  of  N«w  Gra- 
nada and  Venezuela,  greeting : 

Whereas  it  ts  highly  imporunt  to  thetnteresfa 
of  the  people  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  repr^ 
sent,  that  possession  should  betaken,  without  ioss 
bf  lime,  of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  amd  the  bless- 
ings of  fVee  institutions  and  the  security  of  their 
natural  rights  imparted  to  their  inhiibitants,  in 
pursuance  of  our  instructions;  and  iti  conformity 
to  the  desires  of  our  respective  Governments,  W6 
have  commissioned  Brigadier  General  Gregor 
McGregor  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  exe- 
cution, either  wholly  or  in  part,  an  enterprise  ab 
interesting  to  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  am 
ennged : 

Therefore,  taking  into  consideration  your  zeal 
and  devotion  to  the  Republic,  we  request  you,  in 
the  name  of  our  constituenta.  to  proceed,  on  yodr 
own  responsibility  and  that  of  the  above*named 
provinces  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  your  jndg^ 
ment  may  most  effectually  tend  to  procure  fdc 
our  brethren  of  both  the  Flortdas,  Blast  and  Weat, 
the  speedy  enjoyment  of  those  benefilh  to  which 
they  are  mviten  by  the  hnportavee  of  their  ge** 
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mpbieal  ritofttion ;  %ki  for  that  parpoae  w«  aa- 
tkorise  you,  wtthovt  dmrtiag  from  the  usages 
and  customs  of  ciTilized  naiioos  in  like  eases,  aod 
the  doe  obserTaoee  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Statee.  aud  partieolarlf  those  regolatiog  their 
■avmlitf  with  foreign  Poweni,  to  eaase  vessels 
to  be  armed  without  the  limits  of  their  jurisdic- 
tioii,  aad  provisioaally  to  grant  rank  to  naval  and 
military  ofHeerSyOntil  the  GoTernment  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  free  will  of  the  said  people  oan  pro- 
ride  in  the  meet  suitable  mode  for  the  arrange* 
meat  of  their  eeveral  departments)  in  the  execn- 
tioo  of  all  which,  the  inatroetions  delivered  to 
yon  of  this  date  will  serve  as  year  guide. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  31st  of  March.  1817. 

LINO  DB  CLBMBNTB, 
Deputff  f»r  Vmtseuda. 
PBDRO  QUAL. 
IhfmUffrwn  New  Chranadc^  and  at  fraxff  fir 
jP.  ZttraU,  DanUy  from  Mexteo. 
MARTIN  THOMPSON, 
Dqp^afffram  Riodela  Plata. 

Pbiladslphia,  Jantiary  15, 1818 — Qth, 
A  trae  copy  of  the  original  in  my  possession  : 

LINO  DB  CLBMBNTB* 
A  trae  copy :  PAZOS. 

No.  4. 

/Vom  Don  lAno  de  GemenU  to  Don  VincenU 

Pazo9» 

PfiiLAMLPBJA,  Jan.  15, 1818— Stik. 

Ey  letters  from  Gkneral  Don  Lois  de  Anry  and 
Don  Pedro  GKial,  dated  at  Fernandina,  the  26th 
December  last,  I  have  been  informed  that  they 
have  eommissioned  yoa,  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
seating  to  the  President  of  the  united  States,  a 
protest  in  the  name  of  the  Independent  €k)vern* 
ment  t>f  South  Ameriea,  against  the  Invasion  of 
Amelia  Island  by  a  oaval  and  military  force  of 
the  United  States,  oo  the  93d  of  December  last, 
aad  to  demand  the  reetitation  of  the  vessels  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy;  which  have  been  detained, 
aad  sent  lo  different  ports  by  American  vessels  of 


Altbougih  the  Ckivernment  ef  Tenezuela,  of 
whose  powers  I  am  bearer,  is  included  in  yovtr 
eemmissioa  jointly  with  those  in  whose  name 
possession  was  uken  of  Amelia  Island,  yet  it  has 
seamed  to  me  to  be  proper  specially  to  authorise 
yaa,  as  I  de  hereby,  to  protest,  in  the  name  of 
nf  said  Qovernmeot,  against  the  invasion  of 
Amelia,  aad  all  such  further  acts  of  the  Qovern- 
naeat  oi  the  United  States  as  are  contrary  to  Che 
rights  and  interests  of  the  several  republics,  and 
the  persons  sailing  under  their  respective  flags, 
duly  commissioned. 

Aad  to  enable  yoa  satisfactorily  to  prove  that 
Amelia  Idaad  wae  taken  from  the  Spaniards  by 
a  cottpeteat  authority,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
commission  granted  to  Qeneral  McGregor  on  the 
31st  of  March  last  by  the  deputies  of  the  inde- 
pendent refwblios. 

The  motives  alleged  by  the  Government  of 
fUm  Uaiiad  SiaMs,  in  justmcalion  of  their  faesiile 


meaeare.  serve  to  pio^e  their  own  futility,  tad 
clearly  demonstrate  that  the  sole  object  was  the 
acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  without  forming  anj 
other  calculations  than  those  founded  on  the 
more  or  less  exhausted  state  to  which  the  patriots 
may  redace  the  Spanish  €tovernment;  and,  ia 
conse<}uence,  the  pretext  of  a  want  of  authority 
in  the  parties  who  took  possession  of  Amelia  ana 
Galveston,  was  one  white  resorted  to;  and,  at 
others,  that  those  establishments  were  formed  to 
serve  as  a  shelter  to  pirates  and  smugglers t 
finally,  that  no  foreign  Power  could  be  permittea 
to  establish  itself  in  the  Floridas,  attegtng  a  se* 
cret  act  passed  in  1811,  which  is  applicable  to  the 
present  case. 

I  flatter  myself  it  will  be  very  easy  for  you  to 
prove  that  the  United  States  have  no  other 
grounds  for  this  step  than  their  own  convenience^ 
supported  by  force. 

1  have  repeatedly  transmitted  an  account  to 
my  Government  of  the  occurrences  at  Amelia 
Island,  after  its  occupation  by  €kneral  McGregor, 
requesting  it  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Government  of  New  Granada,  at  Casanare ;  and 
to  enable  me  to  continae  my  eommuhicatiooti 
which  existing  circumstances  make  interestingi 
I  request,  sir,  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  m^ 
as  speedily  as  possible,  of  the  result  of  your 
mission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con* 
sideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LINO  DB  CLBMBNTB. 
A  true  copy  :  PAZOS. 

To  Senor  Don  Vicentb  Pazos. 

No.  5; 

Mr>  De  fhrmt  to  (Ac  SeenUay  of  State. 

GBoaosrowa,  Dee.  0, 1818; 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  Mr.  Adama 
that  I  have  again  arrived  in  this  District,  In  oriier 
to  renew  my  solicitations  to  be  accredited  by  thia 
Government  as  the  Consul  Gkneral  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  South  America,  founding  my  claim 
on  the  credentials  from  my  Government,  which 
were  laid  before  the  President  in  the  month  df 
Mav  last. 

The  information  recently  acquired  by  this  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  provinces  of  South  Ame* 
rica^  I  presume  has  established  the  fact  beyond  a 
douDt,  that  Buenos  Ayres,  their  capital,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  their  territory,  are  and  have 
been  free  and  independent  of  the  Government  of 
Spain  for  more  than  eight  years,  and  possess  am* 
pie  ability  to  support  their  independence  in  fu- 
ture; that  a  regular  system  of  government  Is 
establfsbed  by  their  inhabitants,  who  show  them«> 
selves,  by  the  wisdom  of  their  institutions,  sufll^ 
cJently  enlightened  f(fr  self-ffoveniment ;  and  that 
they  look  up  to  this  areat  Republic  as  a  modeL 
and  their  elder  sister,  from  whose  sympathies  and 
friendship  they  hepe  and  expect  ordinary  protec« 
tioa  at  least. 

The  messages  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  ae  well  the  last  as  the  present  year,  have 
created  a  general  belief  that  the  United  States 
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iMTe  pkc«d  us  on  an  eqvaL  footiop:  wiUi  SjMinj 
•as  it  respects  our  commercial  operations ;  but,  siri 
4t  is  found  not  to  be  the  ease.  A  Consul  of  Spain 
is  known  and  respected  as  tuch  by  your  tribunals 
cf  justice,  which  enables  him,  $x  officio^  to  pre- 
lect and  defend  the  interests  of  his  countrymen ; 
whereas  the  verbal  permission  I  have  to  act  in  the 
duties  of  my  office  will  not  avail  in  your  tribu- 
nals;  and  a  number  of  instances  have  already 
occurred  where  the  property  of  my  absent  fellow- 
citizens  has  been  jeopardized  for  want  of  a  legally 
authorized  protector.  The  case  of  the  Spanish 
schooner  -—— ,  a  prize  to  our  armed  vessels  Bite* 
nos  Ayres  and  Tucuman,  which  was  brought 
into  Scituate,  some  time  since,  by  her  mutinous 
crew,  after  having  murdered  the  captain  and 
mate,  by  throwing  them  overboard,  is  a  striking 
instance  of  the  necessity  of  there  being  resident 
here  an  accredited  agent  to  superintend  the  com- 
mercial concerns  of  South  America,  and  without 
such  accredited  agent  our  citizens  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  completely  protected  in  their  ri|[hts. 

I  request  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  conimunication 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  early 
as  it  may  be  cQnvenient,  and  to  assure  him  that  I 
duly  appreciate  the  friendly  reception  I  met  with 
from  his  Government  on  my  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  that,  as  circumstances  have  since  mate- 
rially altered,  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  receive 
bispdnioion  to  act  in  the  accustomed  form. 

While  I  remain,  with  the  highest  consideration 
and  reaped,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  C.  D£  FOREST. 

Hon.  J.  CI.  Adams,  Sec,  bf  State. 

No.  6. 
Mr.  De  Forest  to  the  Secretartf  of  State. 
QBonasTOWif,  December  12, 1818. 

I  took  the  liberty  on  the  9th  instant  of  address- 
ing a  note  to  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  requesting 
tone  accredited  as  the  Consul  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  South  America ;  and  have 
now  the  honor  of  informin|^  Mr.  Adams  that  I 
Jiave  lately  received  an  official  communication 
from  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  directing 
me  to  inform  the  Government  of  this  country 
that  the  supposed  conspiracy  against  the  person 
of  the  Supreme  Director  proves  to  have  originat- 
ed with  an  obscure  and  disappointed  individual, 
who,  to  gain  adherents  pretended  to  be  connect- 
ed with  people  of  the  nret  respectability  and  in- 
fluence, several  of  whom  he  named,  but  who  have 
convinced  the  Government  that  they  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  his  base  project. 

The  Supreme  Director,  anxious  to  do  away 
■any  unfavorable  impressions  which  the  report  of 
Aiich  an  a£fair  might  cause  at  this  distance,  has 
ordered  me  to  assure  the  President  of  the  Uoited 
States  that  the  Government  of  South  America 
was  never  more  firmly  supported,  nor  its  pros- 
pects more  brilliant,  than  at  the  present  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  everv 
aentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  Mr.  Adams's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

DAVID  C.  DE  FOREST* 

Hon.  Joan  Ql.  Adams,  Sec.  of  State. 


No.  7. 
Mr,  Adame  to  Mr.  De  Foreit. 

Washinoton,  Dec.  31, 1818. 

Mr.  Adams  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr* 
De  Forest,  and  has  the  honor  of  assuring  him,  by 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  continued  interest  that  he  takes  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  provinces  of  La 
Plata,  and  of  his  disposition  to  recognise  the  in- 
dependent Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  as  soon 
as  the  time  shall  have  arrived  when  the  step  may 
be  taken  with  advantage  to  the  interests  of  South 
America  as  well  as  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  regrets  that  an  ezequator 
to  Mr.  De  Forest,  as  Consul  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  South  America,  cannot  be  issued, 
for  reasons  stated  in  part  by  the  President,  in  his 
Message  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
their  present  session  $  and  further  explained  to 
Mr.  De  Forest  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  ihe  conversation 
which  he  has  had  the  honor  of  holding  with  him. 
Mr.  De  Forest  must  have  seen  that  any  privileges 
which  may  be  attached  to  the  consular  character 
cannot  avail,  in  the  judicial  tribunals  of  this 
country,  to  iofluence  in  any  manner  the  admin- 
istration of  justice;  and,  with  regard  to  the 
schooner  brought  into  Scituate,  such  measures 
have  been  taken,  and  will  be  taken,  by  the  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States,  as  are  warranted 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  by  the  ex* 
istinff  laws. 

With  respect  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres.  it  has  been  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  De  Forest,  thfkt,'  when  adopted,  It 
will  be  merely  the  recognition  of  a  fact,  without 
pronouncing  or  implying  an  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  extent  of  the  territory  or  provinces  under 
their  authority,  and  particularly  without  being 
understood  to  decide  upen  their  claim  to  control 
over  the  Banda  Oriental,  Santa  Fe,  Paraguay, 
or  any  other  prorinces  disclaiming  their  supre- 
macy or  dominion.  It  was  also  observed  that 
in  acknowledging  that  Government  as  independ« 
ent,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  United  States 
to  understand  whether  Buenos  Ayres  claims  itself 
an  entire,  or  only  an  imperfect  independence. 
From  certain  transactions  between  persons  au* 
thorized  by  the  Supreme  Director,  and  an  agant 
of  the  United  States,  (though  unauthorized  by 
their  Government,)  after  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence by  the  Congress  at  Tucuman,  and 
within  the  last  year,  it  appears  that  the  Suj^eme 
Director  declined  contracting  the  engagement 
that  the  United  States  should  hereafter  enjoy  at 
Buenos  Ayres  the  advantages  and  privileges  of 
the  most  favored  nation,  although  with  the  offer 
of  a  reciprocal  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  reason  assigned  by  the  Supreme 
Director  was,  that  Spain  having  claims  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  special  privileges 
and  advantages  might  ultimately  be  granted  te 
the  Spanivh  nation  as  a  consideration  for  the* 
renunciation  of  those  claims.  It  is  desirable  that 
it  should  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
tke  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  whether,  while 
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aoeh  a  power  is  roBerred,  their  independence  is 
complete ;  end  how  far  other  Powers  cen  rely 
Ihet  the  eathority  of  Spein  might  not  be  even* 
tnaliy  restored.  It  hes  been  stated  by  Mr.  De 
Forest  that  the  Congress  nt  Tocnman  had  passed 
a  resolotion  to  offer  special  adrantages  to  the 
nation  which  should  first  acknowledge  their  in- 
dependence ;  upon  which  the  question  was  pro- 
posed whether  such  a  resolntion,  if  carried  into 
efiSsct,  would  not  be  rather  a  transfer  of  depend* 
enoe  from  one  nation  to  another,  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  independence?  rather  to  porchase 
sapport  than  to  obtttin  recognition  t  The  United 
States  hare  no  intention  of  exacting  farors  of 
Buenos  Ayres  for  the  acknowledgement  of  its 
independence;  but,  in  acknowledging  it,  ihey 
will  expect  either  to  enjoy,  in  their  intercourse 
with  it,  the  same  privileges  and  advantages  as 
other  foreign  nations,  or  to  know  precisely  the 
extent  and  chaimoter  of  the  benefits  which  are  to 
be  allowed  to  others,  and  denied  to  them.  It 
should,  indeed,  be  known  to  tbe  Supreme  Direc- 
tor that,  while  such  an  indefinite  power  is  reserved, 
of  granting  to  any  nation  advantages  to  be  with- 
held from  the  United  States,  an  acknowledgment 
of  independence  must  be  considered  premature. 

In  auverting  to  these  principles,  it  was  observed 
to  Mr.  De  Forest  that  their  importance  could  not 
but  be  peculiarly  felt  by  the  United  Stales,  as 
having  been  invariably  and  conspicuously  exem- 
pUfieoitt  their  own  pmctice,  both  m  relation  to  the 
country  whose  colonies  they  had  been,  and  to 
that  which  was  the  first  to  aeknowledge  their 
independence.  In  the  words  of  their  declaration, 
issued  on  the  4th  of  JolV)  177C^  they  resolved 
thenoeforth  ^  to  hold  the  firitish  nation,  as  they 
hold  the^rest  of  mankind— enemies  in  war,  in 
peace  friends  ^  and  in  the  treety  of  amity  and 
commerce,  concluded  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1778,  between  the  United  States  and  France,  be- 
ing the  first  acknowledgment  by  a  foreign  Power 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
&Mst  treaty  to  which  they  were  a  party,  the  pre- 
amble declares  that  the  King  of  France  and  the 
United  Sutea,  '<  willing  to  fix,  in  an  equiuble 
and  permanent  manner,  the  i^nles  which  ought  to 
he  followed  relative  to  the  correspondence  and 
commerce  which  the  two  parties  desire  to  estab- 
Ush  between  their  respective  countries,  StatesL 
and  subjects,  have  judged  that  the  said  end  could 
not  be  better  obtained  than  by  taking,  for  the  basis 
of  their  agreement,  the  moat  perfect  equality  and 
reciprocity,  and  by  carefully  avouling  all  these 
burdensome  preferences  which  are  usually  sources 
of  debate,  embarrassment,  and  discontent;  by 
leaving  also  each  party  at  liberty  to  make,  re- 
apectia^  commerce  and  narigation,  those  interior 
regulations  which  it  shall  find  most  convenient 
to  ilaeif;and  by  founding  the  advantage  of  com- 
merce solely , upon  reciprocal  utility,  and  the  just 
rales  of  free  intercourse ;  reserving,  •  witba(  to 
each  party  the  liberty  of  admitting,  at  its  plea- 
sure, other  nations  to  a  participation  of  the  same 
advantage." 

In  the  second  article  of  the  same  treaty  it  was 
also  stipnlaied  that  neither  the  United  States  nor 


France  shouM  thenceforth  grant  any  particular 
favor  to  other  nations,  in  respect  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  which  should  not  immediately 
become  common  to  the  other  nations,  freely,  if 
the  concession  was  free,  or  for  the  same  compen- 
sation if  additional. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  De  Forest's  note  of  the  12th 
instant,  Mr.  Adams  has  the  honor  of  assuring  him 
that  the  President  has  received  with  much  satis* 
faction  the  information  contained  in  it,  and  will 
derive  great  pleasure  from  every  event  which 
shall  contribute  to  the  stability  and  honor  of  the 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Mr.  Adams  requests  Mr.  De  Forest  to  accept 
the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  C.  Db  Forbct,  Oeorgetovm. 

No.  8. 
Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  De  Fhreat. 

Wachizigtov,  January  1, 1819. 

Mr.  Adams  presenu  his  complimenu  to  Mr.  Pe 
Forest,and,  in  reference  to  tbecase  of  the  schooner 
brought  into  Scituate,  mentioned  in  Mr.  De  For- 
est's communication  of  the  9th  instant,  as  well  as 
to  sereral  others  which  have  occurred  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  requests  him  to  have  the  goodness 
to  impress  upon  the  Gkivernment  of  Buenos  Ayres 
the  neoessitv  of  taking  measures  to  repress  the 
excesses  and  irregularities  committed  by  many 
armed  vessels  sailing  under  their  fiag  and  bearing 
their  commissions.  The  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  having  reason  to  believe  that  many  of 
these  vessels  have  been  fitted  out,  armed,  equip* 
ped,  and  manned  in  the  poru  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  direct  violation  of  their  laws. 

Of  the  persons  composing  the  prize  crew  of  the 
vessel  at  Scituate,  and  now  in  confinement  upon 
charges  of  murder  and  piracy,  it  is  understood  tnac 
three  are  British  subjects,  and  one  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  known  that  commissions  for 
private  armed  vessels  to  be  fined  out,  armed,  and 
manned  in  this  country,  have  been  sent  from 
Buenos  Avres  to  the  United  States,  with  the 
names  of  the  vesseb,  commanders,  and  officers  in 
blank,  to  be  filled  up  here,  and  have  been  offered 
to  the  avidity  of  specnlators,  stimulated  more  by 
^he  thirst  for  plunder  than  by  any  regard  for  the 
South  American-  cause. 

.  Of  such  vessels  it  is  obvious  that  neither  the 
captains,  officer^  nor  crews  can  have  any  perma- 
nent connexion  with  Buenos  Ayres;  and,  from 
the  characters  of  those  who  alone  could  be  in* 
duced  to  engage  in  such  enterprises,  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  expect  acts  ot  atrocity,  such  as 
those  alleged  against  the  persons  implicated  in 
the  case  of  the  vessel  at  Scituate. 

The  President  wishes  to  believe  that  this  prac- 
tice has  been  without  the  privitjr  of  the  Qovern* 
ment  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  he  wishes  their  atten- 
tion may  be  drawn  to  the  sentiment,  thai  it  im 
incompatible  both  with  the  rights  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  States;  with  their  rights,  as 
an  offensive  exercise  of  sovereign  authority  by 
foreigners  within  their  jurisdiction,  end  without 
their  consent ;  with  their  obligationi^  as  iavolr* 
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i9g  a  ▼iolatUui  of  the  ncaualkf  wbiob  ibcf  ^r% 
lATariably  avowed,  aod  which  it  is  their  deier- 
minatioD  to  maiDtain.  The  Presidtoc  expeett, 
ffom  the  friendly  dispositioD  maDifested  by  the 
Supreme  Director  towards  the  United  States,  that 
DO  instaDce  of  this  cause  of  complaint  will  here- 
after be  giTeo. 

Mr.  AdaiQs  requests  Mr.  De  Forest  to  accept 
the  renewed  assurances  of  his  disiioguished  ooa- 
sideration« 

David  C.  Db  Formt«  fiUo. 

No.  9. 
GfiOEOETOWN,  January  8, 1819. 

Sib:  It  is  not  my  ipteation  to  give  any  unne- 
cessary trouble  to  the  Department  of  Slate ;  but 
ba?iDg  had  the  honor  of  receiving  two  notes  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Adams  on  the  4tii  instant,  dated 
December  31  and  January  1,  some  lexplanation 
appears  to  be  necessary. 

In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  ktippone  ^  thst  any 
privileges  which  may  be  attached  to  the  consular 
character  can  avail  in  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
ihts  country  to  influence  in  any  manner  the  ad* 
ministration  of  justice."  But  I  suppose  that  a 
OoDsul  duly  accredited  is,  ex  ofich,  the  legal  rep- 
rceentative  bf  his  fellow-citizens  not  otherwise 
represented  by  an  express  power ;  and  that  the 
tribunals  of  justice  do  and  will  admit  the  legality 
oi  such  repreittntation.  Mr.  Adams  has  misun- 
derstood me  in  another  observation,  which  was,  in 
substance,  that  there  was  a  general  ^nlon  pre- 
vailing at  Buenos  Ay  res  that  the  Power  first 
leeofDisIng  our  independence  would  expect  some 
ezitmordtnary  privilege  or  advantage  therefor; 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  of  Bue- 
DOS  Ayres  wtmld  readily  grant  it  if  demanded.  1 
know  nothing,  however,  of  anv  resolution  having 
been  passed  on  this  subject  by  the  Congress  at 
Tucuman. 

It  appears,  froaa  the  relation  of  a  fact  in  Mr. 
Adams's  note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres  had  intimated  a  desire  (in 
the  course  of  a  negotiation  with  an  agent  of  the 
United  States)  to  reserve  the  right  of  granting 
more  extraordinary  privileges  to  Spain  on  the 
settlement  of  a  general  peace^  which  must  appear 
to  every  one  contrary  to  their  inclination  as  well 
as  interest ;  and  it  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
supposing  that  the  proposition  of  theUnited  States' 
agent  was  merely  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  did 
not  extend  to  an  acknowledgment  by  the  United 
States  of  the  independence  of  South  America ; 
which  act,  I  am  confident,  would  have  rendered 
any  such  reseryation  altogether  unnecessary  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
who  must  have  seen  that  they  were  treating  with 
an  unauthorised  person,  and  must  have  thought 
it  good  policy  at  this  time  to  suggest  such  an 
idea.  Indeed,  were  the  Governmeot  of  Buenos 
Ayres  to  pursue  that  course,  they  would  plead  the 
example  of  a  neighboring  Power  acknowledged 
to  be  indepeodcnt  by  the  United  States,  and  its 
chief  both  illustrious  and  legitimate.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Government  of  Brazil  taxes  the 
commerca  of  the  United  States  about  sixty  per 


cent,  highar  thaa  that  of  Qftat  Britahs*  it  mmf 
be  that  Great  Britain  is  entitled  to  this  preference 
on  account  of  important  services  rendered  by  her 
to  the  King  of  Portugal  >  aod  perssit  me  to  a^ 
yiNi,  sir,  what  services  could  be  rendered  to  any 
iMtiott  already  in  existence  so  gfeat,  aa  would  ba 
the  aefcoowMgment  by  Great  Britain,  or  by  tha 
United  States,  of  the  independence  of  Boutll 
America?  Such  recognition  merely,  by  eithar 
of  these  Powers,  would  probably  hare  the  imme* 
diate.  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  the  cruel  and 
destructive  war  dow  raging  betvreen  Spain  and 
Sooth  Aonerica,  and  crown  with  never-fading 
laurels  the  nation  thus  first  using  iis  influeaca 
in  favor  of  an  oppressed  but  high-minded  people^ 

The  account  given  by  Mr.  Adams  in  hu  nota 
of  the  1st  instant,  respecting  the  irregular  coaduot 
of  vessels  saiiiag  under  the  Buenos  Ayres  flag^ 
has  caused  me  much  mortification,  and  has  al< 
ready  been  traUsmitted  to  my  Grovernment  \gw 
the  Piattsburg ;  as  also  a  copy  of  Mr.  Adams^ 
frank  and  friendly  communication  of  the  Slst  ul- 
timo. The  Supreme  Director  will  certainly  be 
desirous  to^dopt  the  most  prompt  and  effieaetoua 
measures  within  his  power  to  remedy  the  evila 
complained  of.  But  pray,  sir,  what  can  he  do 
more  than  has  already  been  done?  The  Govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres  have  established  the  most 
just  rules  and  regumtions  for  the  government  of 
their  vessels  of  war,  as  well  as  of  commerce,  and 
have  seat  me  to  this  country  iorresied  with  thu 
title  and  powers  of  their  Consul  Oeneral,  as  well 
tb  guard  against  aay  breach  of  those  rules  and 
regulations  by  their  citizens  and  vessels  frequent- 
ing these  sensand  tlie  ports  of  these  United  Statesi 
as  to  protect  them  in  their  rights  9  but.  sir,  with- 
out a  recognition  of  my  powers  on  the  part  of 
this  Government,  I  can  have  no  right  whatever 
to  questicm  any  individual  on  the  subject  of  hie 
conduct ;  nor  can  any  responsibility  justly  attach 
to  me  nor  to  my  Government,  during  such  a  state 
of  things,  jfor  the  irregularities  couunitted. 

A  considerable  number  of  our  seamen  are  for* 
eigners  by  birth,  who  have  voluntarily  entered 
our  service;  therefore  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sur* 
prise  that,  of  the  miitiaeers  of  the  prize  crew  of 
the  vessel  at  Scituate^  three  should  have  beea 
born  Englishmen,  and  one  a  North  Americau* 
It  is,  however,  an  absolute  fact,  to  which  I  am 
personally  knowing,  that  the  captors  of  that  prize 
(the  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tueuaaan  privateers) 
were  legally  fitted  out  at  Buenos  Ayres  early  ha 
the  last  year,  from  which  port  they  sailed  on  a 
cruise  off  Cadiz  ^  and  it  will  afford  the  Gtoveim* 
ment  %A  South  America  much  satis&ction  to  learn 
that  the  United  States  will  proseonte  those  mota* 
neets,  and  punish  such  as  ara^  liMind  guilty  of 
crimes,  according  to  the  laws. 

Before  I  close  this  note  I  beg  leave  la  aaake  a 
few  observations,  in  aaswer  to  one  of  the  reaaoea 
for  not  accrediting  me,  given  by  Mr.  Adams,  bf 
directioa  of  the  President  of  the  United  StatcsL 
in  a  conversation  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
holding  with  him,  viz :  "  That  the  act  of  aecred^ 
iting  measCeeaul  Gkneral  would  be  tantamount 
tothelofmalacbioirledgaieiit  of  the  indepeiid^ 
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fMc«  of  the  Gavenuoent  wblcii  aeat  me.''  I  do 
not  fkrofess  to  be  skitled  in  the  laws  of  nations, 
nor  of  diplomacy ;  not  would  I  doabt  the  correct- 
mess  of  any  opinion  iezpressed  by  the  President, 
for  whose  person  and  character  I  haf  e  ever  en- 
tertained the  most  profound  respect;.. yet  I  must 
say,  that  I  cannot  uaderstaDd  toe  diiTerence  be- 
tween the  sending  of  a  oonsoiar  agent  daly  an- 
thorized  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  one  was  accred- 
ited from  this  country,  four  or  five  years  ago.  and 
has  continued  ever  since  in  the  exercise  or  the 
doties  of  his  office,  and  the  reception  of  a  similar 
agent  here.  I  also  beg  leave  to  mention  that  I 
was  in  this  country  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
present  Minister  of  Spain,  the  Chevalier  De  Onis: 
and  to  have  heard  it  ooser ved  that,  beiog  a  political 
a^ent,  he  was  not  accredited,  because  the  sover- 
eignty of  Spain  was  in  dispute;  but  that  the  Con- 
anls  who  acknowledged  the  same  Qovernmeat 
(one  of  the  claimants  to  the  sovereignty,  and  the 
one  not  actually  in  possession  of  it)  were  allowed 
to  exercise  their  functions.  If  this  was  the  ease 
at  that  time,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
must  then  have  had  a  different  opinion  on  this 
subject  from  what  it  now  has.  Mr.  Adams  will 
please  to  bear  in  mind  that  I  have  only  solicited 
to  be  accredited  as  a  Consular  Agent,  having 
never  affitated  the  question  of  an  acknowledg- 
ment oToar  independence  as  a  nation,  which 
most  certainly  is  anxiously  desired  by  the  Grov* 
ernment  and  people  of  South  America,  but  which, 
being  a  political  questiooi  I  have  never  asked. 

Mr.  Adams  will  also  be  pleased  to  accept  the 
renewed  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration  and  respect* 

DAVID  C.  DE  FOREST. 

"No.  10. 

the  Supreme  Director  of  the  Vnited  Promncee 
qf  La  PlaicL  to  Bis  £xceUency  the  Prendent 
qf  the.  United  States  of  North  America^ 

Mo0T  MOBifUmr  Sia:  TheSapteoM  QoveriH 
aanc  of  these  provioocs  have  Itrng  exerted  thair 
zealous  efforts  to  establish  the  closest  and  most 
aimeahie  relatione  with  ihe  United  States,  of 
America,  to  which  the  most  obvious  nterests 
seem  mutually  to  invite  them.  This  desii:abie 
object  has  hitherto  been  frustrated  by  the  events 
of  the  times;  bat  the  m6ment  appears  at  length 
to  have  atriired,  which  presents  to  the  people  of 
these  proviaces  the  flattering  prospect  of  seeing 
their  ardent  wiahes  acoottpTiBhed.  In  consider^ 
ati^a  of  these  ciceiimsianoea,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  iwentyHhird  of  the  articles  agreed  apott 
with  attiaen  William  G.  D.  Worthmgton,  thie 
agent  of  |[oar  Government  in  these  provinces,  I 
have  Bominated  citizen  David  C.  De  Forest,  th^ 
Ooasal  QeBeimi  to  the  United  States,  with  the 
fwwers  epeeified  in  his  commission  aadinstni^- 
ttonsTespectively.  I  therefisre  request  your  ex- 
aaUeoey  togvant  him  the  attention  and  consid- 
emakm  which,  in  the  like  case^  will  be  afibrdcd 
in  the  public  ageats  of  yaur  aation,  thecebv  lay- 
ing  the  fonadation  of  those  rcJatioas  whieo  wiii 
in  fotare  render  the  name  of  yow  exaeUeiNf 
taifle  in  theee  regions 


I  vvaii  myaslf  ef  ihts  renewed  ocaasion  of  rai* 
leratiag  to  youc  excellency  aasumnces  of  tha 
sentiments  of  respect  and  consideration  with 
which  I  have  tha  honor  to  be,  your  excelleaey's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servaat. 

JN.  MN.  DS  PUEYRRfiDON. 


PR0BMA,  BAMBURGfi,  AUD  BRBMKlf . 

[Communicated  to  Congress  Pebmsry  S,  1919.] 

To  ihe  Senate  and  Hmue  of 

RtprtBtntaUvea  of  the  Vnited  Statu  .- 

I  transmit  to  Congress,  for  their  eonsiderationi 
applications  which  have  been  received  from  tha 
Minister  resident  of  Prussia,  and  from  the  Sen- 
ates of  the  free  and  Hanseatic  cities  of  Hamburgh 
and  Bremen ;  the  obrject  of  which  is,  that  tha 
advantages  secured  by  the  act  of  Coaffress  of  the 
20th  of  April  last,  to  the  vessels  and  merchan- 
dise of  the  Netherlands,  should  be  extended  to 
those  of  Prussia,  Hamburgh,  and  Bremc^.  It 
will  appear  from  the  documents  that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  merchandise  laden 
in  thepi}  are,  in  tlie  ports  of  those  Governments^ 
respectively^  entitled  to  the  same  advantages  in 
respect  to  imposts  and  duties  as  those  of  the  na- 
tive subjects  of  tha  countries  themselves.  The 
principle  of  reciprocity  appears  to  entitle  them  tt 
the  return  of  the  same  iavor  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  recommend  it  to  Congress 
that  provision  to  that  effect  may  be  msde. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

FnaauAaT  6, 1810. 


PRUSSIA. 

The  Minister  Resident  of  Prussia  to  the  Secre^ 

tary  of  State* 

Wasbinqton,  November  14, 1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  r^fdeat  of  His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Irussia,  had  the  honor,  on  the 
dlst  of  Novamberlasi,  to  address  to  the  SeCreta* 
ry  of  State  a  note,  in  conformity  with  the  orders 
of  his  Government,  proposin|r  to  the  Govern^ 
meat  of  the  United  Stales,  m  relation  to  the 
commerce  between  the  two  nations,  the  adoption 
of  the  priaeiple  of  perfect  reeiprooity  as  estab» 
lished  l^  the  net  of  3d  Match,  1815. 

This  subject  was  fecommended  to  the  Coa^ 
areas  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
his  Message  of  19th  March  last,  conjointly  with 
similar  propositions  made  hy  the  Government  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  by  the  Haase  towns  at 
Hamburgh  and  Bremen.  But  the  act  of  Con* 
grass  of  §Olh  April,  regulating  this  object,  applied 
only  to  the  aommeree  of  the  Netherlands.  By 
the  President's  proclamation  of  S6th  July  las% 
the  same  principle  was  adopted  in  r^ard  to  Bre- 
men, and,  by  a  subseqoent  proclamation  of  the 
Ist  of  August  as  to  Hamburgh,  with  this  differ- 
ence :  that  these  proclamations  only  speak  of  tha 
produce  and  manufactures  of  those  two  towns  $ 
whereas  the  act  of  20th  Aaril  declares  that  not 
only  the  produce  a«id  manukotiires  of  tha  king- 
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dom  of  tb«  Netherlands,  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Dutch  vessels,  bat  saeh  produce  and 
mannfactares  generally,  as  can  only  be,  or  tnost 
vsnaliy  are.  shipped  from  a  port  or  place  in  the 
kingdom  or  the  Netherlands,  should  oe  subjected 
to  lio  higher  import  duties  than  if  imported  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  cities  of  Hamburgh  and  Bremen, 
more  favcmibly  situated  for  commerce  with  the 
United  States  than  the  ports  of  Prussia  on  the 
Baltic,  are  |he  chief  ports  of  export  of  the  Pros- 
iian  trade;  consequently,  the  adoption  of  the 
principle  of  perfect  commercial  reciprocity,  be- 
tween the  states  of  Prussia  and  the  United 
States,  would  have  but  a  very  partial  effect  if 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Prussia,  export-^ 
ed  m  Bremen  and  Hamburgh  vessels,  did  not 
enjoy  similar  advantages  on  importation  into  the 
United  States  in  Prussian  bottoms. 

The  object  of  the  present  note  having  been 
specially  recommended  to  the  undersif^ned  in  a 
memoir  of  the  Chancellor  of  State  or  His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Prussia,  an  extract  of  which 
was  annexed  to  the  note  of  the  2l8t  of  November 
above  referred  to,  and  subseqpently  by  His  Ma« 

i'esty's  Minister  of  Foreign.  Affiiirs,  he  had  the 
lonor  to  address  the  Seeretarv  of  State  anew, 
and  to  repeat  the  request  stated  in  his  aforesaia 
note.  He  has  to  add,  that  the  Qovernment  of 
Prussia  the  more  confidently  expects  that  the 
CK>vernment  of  the  United  States  will  adopt 
suitable  measures  to  terminate  this  affair,  as,  in 
the  ports  of  Prussia,  there  exists  no  discrimina- 
tion on  this  point  between  Prussian  vessels  and 
those  of  the  United  Slates  and  their  cargoes. 

The  undersiffned  eagerly  avails  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  offer  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
renewed  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

F.  QREUHM. 


Mr.  Greuhmto  Mr*  Adamt, 

WashinotoKi  November  21, 1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  resident  of  His 
Majesty  the  Kins  ot  Prussia,  conceives  that  he 
cannot  better  fnlni  the  orders  of  his  Government, 
relative  to  the  re-establishment  and  extension  ol 
the  commerce  of  the  States  or  Prussia  with  the 
United  States,  than  by  transmitting  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  the  copy  of  a  memoir,  in  the  form 
of  an  instruction,  addressed  to  him  at  his  depart- 
ure from  Berlin  by  His  Majesty's  Chancellor  of 
State,  the  Prince  of  Hardenberfl^. 

He  begs  leave  to  recommend  it  to  the  suitable 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  until  he  can 
favor  him  with  the  honor  of  a  conference  on  the 
subject  of  its  contents ;  and  he  avails  himself  of 
this  occasion  to  tender  to  him.  the  assurances  of 
his  highest  consideration. 

F.  GREUHM. 


BsnLiN,  June  39, 1817. 

With  a  view  to  extend  the  commercial  rela^ 

tion  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  America 

by  promoting  the  exchange  of  their  produce  and 

mannfaetures,  and  thereby  rendering  the  trade 


of  the  two  nations  reciprocally  as  beneficial  as 
possible,  Mr.  Greuhm  shall  propose  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States— 

1st.  That  Prussian  vessels  shall  be  subjected 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  no  other  im- 
posts, charges,  and  duties  than  are  paid  by  Ame- 
rican vessels. 

2d.  That  articles  of  Prussian  manufacture  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  Prussian  vessels 
shall  pay  no  higher  duties  than  those  imported 
in  American  vessels. 

Mr.  Greuhm  is  therefore  authorized  to  declare 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  the 
Government  of  Prussia  is  willing  to  establish  a 
perfect  reciprocity  in  this  respect  ,*  that  is  to  saf , 
that  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  pajr  in  the 
ports  of  the  Prussian  States  no  other  imposts, 
charges,  and  duties  than  those  paid  by  Prussian 
vessels,  as  well  for  ships  as  for  cargoes,  providefl 
Prussian  vessels  and  cargoes  shall  enjoy  the  same 
favors  in  the  ports  of  the  Republic. 

This  principle  of  perfect  reciprocity  having 
already  been  formally  and  generally  established 
by  the  act  of  8d  March,  1815,  copy  of  which  is 
annexed,  no  other  formality^  will  consequently 
be  necessary  than  an  authentic  declarntion  on  the 
part  of  Prussia  to  obtain  the  adoption  of  it  in  her 
favor  by  the  United  States. 

The  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
Prussia  will  by  this  measure  be  rendered  direct 
and  immediate  and  be  exempt  in  future  from  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  the  intervention  of  any 
foreign  nation  for  that  purpose;  and  thus  the 
Americans,  instead  ef  importing  Prussian  goods 
through  the  medium  of  the  uamburghers  and 
others,  will  send  their  own  ships  and  cargoes  di- 
rectly to  Stettin,  Dantzic,  dtc,  for  those  goods. 
It  will  further  tend  to  promote  their  national 
navigation,  by  opening  a  new  and  beneficial 
channel  of  trade.  Coming  themselves  to  procure 
such  Prussian  soods  as  they  may  want,  and  re- 
ceiving them  from  the  first  hand,  they  will  ob- 
tain them  of  better  quality  and  at  more  moderate 
prices. 

HARDENBERG. 


HAMBURGH. 

ThA  Burgonuuters  and  Senate  of  Hamburgh  to 

the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Pbibidbiit:  The  blessings  of  peace  having 
been  restored  to  the  world,  and  Hamburgh  having 
resumed  her  pristine  liberty  and  independence,  it 
wae  amongst  our  foremost  «nd  most  ardent  wishes 
not  only  to  renew  our  friendly  intercourse  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes,  but,  if  pos- 
sible, to  make  it  more  intimate  and  extensive. 
It  is  with  a  view  of  expreniog  these  sentiments 
that  we  uke  the  liberty  of  addressing  your  ezcei- 
iency.  in  full  confidence  that  the  friendship  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  form- 
erly shown  to  us  and  our  citizens  is  not  changed 
by  the  severe  misfortnnes  of  which  our  city  has 
been  the  victim  of  late  years.  We  presume  to 
rely  the  more  on  those  sentiments,  as  we  require 
the  support  of  friendly  Powers,  and  in  partknbr 
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of  mercmntile  Statea,  in  order  to  miie  i»  again  to 
oar  foimer  usefal  importance.  It  will  be  an  ob- 
ject of  our  ^eatest  care  to  improve  our  friendly 
relations  with  the  Goremment  of  the  United 
States,  and  nothing  woald  gire  as  more  satisfac- 
tion than  the  mercantile  intercoorse  which  con- 
nects onr  town  with  the  United  States  assuming 
the  greatest  importance  and  testing  opon  the 
most  solid  foonoation.  To  promote  this  desira- 
ble object,  we  have,  immediately  after  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  constitutional  GoTernment  of 
this  Repoblic,  caused  the  custom-house  laws  to 
be  reported,  and  the  duties  to  be  determined  as 
moderate  as  possible.  These  custom-hoose  laws, 
which  establish  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unitea 
States,  in  respect  of  their  ships,  goods,  and  im- 
portatioDs,  a  perfect  equality  with  oat  owa  citi* 
zena^  and  the  importations  under  our  own  flag, 
have  passed  and  hare  already  been  promalgated 
last  year.  We  are  led,  however,  to  dwell  apoa 
them  at  present,  and  to  refer  to  these  laws,  the 
board  of  trade  of  this  place  having  called  our 
attention  to  an  act  of  Congress  dated  the  3d  of 
March,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
several  acts  imposiog  duties  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  warn,  and  mer- 
chandise impoftcd  into  the  United  States,  as  im- 
poses a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage  between 
^eign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statee ;''  desiring  we  mi^ht  give  to  your  ez- 
celleocy  the  assurance  required  by  the  said  act 
of  Conffress  of  the  3d  of  March.  To  this  effect 
we  certify  to  your  escellencjr  by  these  presents : 

That,  by  virtue  of  the  ezisting  laws  of  Ham- 
burgh, and  pnrticularly  the  custom-house  laws, 
the  American  ships,  their  loading  and  importa- 
tions, are  not  subject  in  our  city  and  its  ports  to 
any  hicher  duties  on  the  tonnage  and  on  the 
goods  than  our  own  Hamburgh  ships,  their  load- 
ing and  imporutions;  and  beg  leave  to  request 
that  your  ezceilency  may  please  to  order  that 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  city,  as  much  as 
respects  Gkrman  produce  and  manufactures,  may 
be  relieved  from  the  additional  burdens  which 
have  till  now  been  ezacted,  and  that  they  may 
be  admitted  to  the  same  privilms  which  have 
been  bestowed  on  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
other  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

We  have  the>  hoaor  to  sign,  with  the  senti- 
ments of  high  consideration  and  respect,  your 
excellency's  most  obedient  servants,  tne  Burgo- 
masters and  Senate  of  the  free  Hanseatic  city  of 
Hamburgh, 

WILHBLM  AM8INCK, 

Burgama&teTi  Prerident. 
T.  H.  HSISBD,  Secretary. 

Given  the  13th  of  November,  1815. 


ter  of  the  11th  of  the  saoM  month,  conveying  to 
me  the  ezequator  as  Consul  General  for  the  Re» 
public  of  Hamburgh.  At  the  same  time,  I  took 
the  liberty  to  renew  my  application  to  be  in- 
formed from  your  department  of  the  determina^ 
tton  of  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  BAareh 
3, 1815,  as  far  as  it  may  interest  the  commerce 
with  Hamburgh;  but  till  now  I  still  remain 
without  an|r  communication  on  that  subject. 

The  certificate  which  accompanied  the  letter 
of  March  3, 1817,  from  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh, 
(testifying  that,  in  the  city  and  port  of  Ham- 
burgh, American  ships,  their  loading  and  impor- 
tations, are  perfectly  treated  on  the  same  footing 
as,  and  in  every  respect  equalized  with,  our  own 
Hambursh  ships,  their  loading  and  importations, 
in  regard  to  the  custom-house  and  all  other  du- 
ties and  tonnage,)  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
the  Departmentof  State, and  afterwards  delivered 
the  duplicate  in  person.  This,  I  understood  at 
the  time,  was  fully  satisfaetorv,  and  wanted  only 
the  determination  of  his  excellency  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes  to  entitle  the  city  of  Hann 
burgh  to  the  privileges  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Congress  under  date  of  March. 3, 1815. 

I  observe  now  a  proclamation,  "iinder  date  of 
the  24th  of  July  last,  on  the  same  subject,  rela^ 
tive  to  the  Hanseatic  citv  of  Bremen,  which  in- 
duces me  to  a  renewal  or  my  application  to  give 
the  same  relief  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
Hamburgh. 

In  expectation  of  a  speedy,  favorable  reply,  I 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  considera^ 
tion,  sir,  your  roost  obedient  servant. 

C.  N.  BUCK, 
Comul  Generalfrom  Hamburg, 

Hon.  John  Qu  AnAMc 


.^H 


Mr,  Buck  to  the  Secretary  (f  State, 

HAMBunoH  ConauLAjn  GnitcBAi^ 

PkUadelpkia,  Auguet  1, 1818. 
Sir:  Under  date  of  the  25th  May  last,  I  had 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  lei- 


Mr.  Buck  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Hambubgh  Consul  General's  Office, 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  23, 1819. 

Sir:  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  conferring 
with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  free  and  Hanseatic  city  of 
Hhmburgh  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
further  advices  have  been  received  by  me;  in 
consequence  of  which,  I  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing this  letter  to  you. 

I  am  instructed,  sir,  by  the  Senate  of  Ham- 
burgh to  express  to  you  that  they  have  received 
the  communication  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  the  1st  Aof  ttst,  A.  D.  1818,  by  which  all 
discriminating  duties  on  the  tonnage  and  mer- 
chandise of  the  reroective  States  are  abolished; 
that  the  Senate  or  Hamburgh  also  derive  the 
highest  satisfaction  from  the  manifestation  of 
liberal  and  amicable  dispositions  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  their  republic,  and  that  the 
continuation  of  those  friendly  dispositions  will 
always  be  duly  appreciated  by  them. 

But  I  am  abo  instructed  by  the  Senate  of 
Hamburgh  to  represent  to  you,  sir,  that  the  con* 
eluding  part  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  aforesaid  discrimi* 
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WkUttg  Of  eooDterralHiig  doUes  oi  merohMidlte 
imported  "art  ropealcd,  so  for  as  tha  same  respect 
tbe  prodaee  or  maairfaolure  of  clie  said  free  and 
Hanaeatic  eity  of  Hambargbj"  has  gi^ea  to  the 
Beaata  of  Hamburgh  siaeera  caase  of  objection 
and  regret,  as  they  caoaoc  bat  percei?c  ia  the 
■aid  modl6catloa  a  most  injurious  operation  in 
talation  to  their  carryiac  trade  and  peculiar  in* 
ieraatsi  and  which  would,  in  its  necessary  ten- 
dency, almost  deairoy  totally  the  basis  on  which 
the  Baaate  c^  Hamburgh  determined  on  the 
aboiltlon  of  ail  discriminating  or  couoterraillaj^ 
duties,  and  would  almost  entirely  exclude  their 
ahtpping  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States» 

This  objection,  sir)  is  considered  by  the  Senate 
€i  Hamburgh  as  being  ftirther  sirengihened,  by 
MTcaiTtng  that  the  nsore  faTorable  stipolatlaa 
das  been  catered  into  bf  the  Ootted  8tateS|  ia 
relaiian  to  the  same  subject,  with  the  Gknrera- 
acoi  of  the  Nctherlaadsj  the  injuricus  conae* 
peaces  of  which  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh  are 
meat  sensibly  aware  of. 

lo  additiaa,  sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  commuoi- 
eating  to  you  that  I  am  iastructed  by  the  Seaatc 
c#  Hamburgh  to  ba?e  a  conference  with  you  on 
the  aboTc  subject,  and  to  reccifc  from  the  Qoy* 
arniMut  of  the  United  Stales  a  statement  of  their 
▼laws  aad  demsions  in  relatioo  to  the  mme« 

I  consequenfW  take  the  liberty  to  request  of 
yoo  that  tne  subject  of  the  abof  e  communication 
Will  be  laid  belore  the  President  t>f  the  United 
States,  with  a  hope  that  the  Congress  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  will  pass  an  act  that  will  meet  the 
views  of  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh,  to  extend  to 
them  the  privilege  that  such  goods,  produce^  and 
manufactures,  as  most  usually  are  first  shipped 
from  Hamburg,  may  be  considered  as  their 
native  productions,  when  imported  in  Hamburgh 
▼cssels  in  the  porif  of  the  United  States. 

With  great  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
renew  to  you.  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  particu- 
lar respect,  and,  in  the  expectation  of  your  answer, 
I  remain,  with  great  regard,  sir.  your  most  obe- 
dient servaat,  C.  N.  BUOK, 

Ootmd  General  ijf  Bambwrg  va  iht  U.  S. 

Houb  John  ftumoT  Adams, 

Secretary  cfSkUe^  U.  8. 


BREMEN. 
Mr.  Wtehdhau$m  to  the  Secretary  of  State., 

Baltixoub,  Jan.  20^  1819. 

Sir:  I  bad  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the 
dd  and  28th  of  December,  1818,  to  which,  how- 
ever, I  have  not  been  favored  with  an  answer. 

I  understand  the  collector  of  this  port  received 
yesterday  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
atatiag  circulars  would  be  issued  in  a  few  days 
la  give  directions  that  Swedish  vessels  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  #ith  American  vessels, 
and  that  ffoods  in  Swedish  vessels  should  pay 
no  more  duty  than  aoods  in  American  vessels. 
Permit  me  to  hope  that  this  opportuoity  will  be 
seized  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  include 
the  necessary  iustrtntiona  reepecting  the  duty 


upon  goods  in  Bremen  vessels.  The  collector  of 
this  port  appears  to  be  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  Treasury  Department,  bf  the  act  of  Con* 
gress  of  the  3d  March,  1815,  is  fully  authorized 
to  give  the  desired  construction  to  that  law,  and 
direct  the  collectors  accordinglv. 

The  request  of , the  Brenien  (jrovemment  beioff 
founded  upon  equity  and  justice,  the  Senate  of 
Bremen  was  confident  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  granted  by  the  American  Gbvernment  with- 
out delay. 

I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  proceed  again  to 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
with  you  in  nerson  on  a  subject  which  1  undeN 
stand  required  no  further  discussion.  However, 
if  it  is  not  acceptable  !  should  address  you  ia 
writiag,  I  beg  to  be  instructed,  and  I  shall  tk>  myr 
self  the  honor  to  wait  tipon  you  at  Washington. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  remain,  siv, 
your  very  hunwie  servant, 

H.  D.  WIOHBLHAUSBN. 

Hon.  Joan  QLvivot  AuAiia, 
SecpetOfy 


T%e  Burgomattem  and  Semaion  of  Ac  i^m 

BoMm  Tmn  ff  Brtmm,  to  tko  PrfmdmU  4fftk0 

UmUedSlmtm: 

Sib:  We  have  been  iafonoad  hy  Mr.  Wioiiair 
hausca,  who  had  the  honor  to  praseut  to  your 
excellency  our  letter  of  the  20th  January,  1818^ 
of  the  proclamation  you  were  pleaaed  to  issue  om 
the  dith  July  last,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
cfiect  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  t81o^ 
in  favor  of  Bremen  vemels  esteriag  Amcriaaa 
pofU. 

By  this  formal  equaUzatioa  of  dutiesi  aad  ike 
simultaneous  reimbursement  of  such  as  have 
been  paid  since  the  12tb  of  May,  1815,  so  iar  aa 
they  exceed  the  equalization  decreed  hy  law,  the 
American  Qoverament  has  given  a  new  and  sig» 
nal  proof'  of  that  spirit  of  justice  which  ahamc- 
terizes  its  proceedings.  We  offisr  to  your  excel* 
leocy  our  sincere  ackaowledgmeats  for  this 
evidence  of  your  good  will  towards  us,  and  for 
your  favorable  reception  of  our  feilaw-cttizcft, 
Mr.  Wichelhauscn. 

We  presume,  however,  that  your  exoelleiiaf 
will  not  heaitate  to  direct  that  the  provisions  m 
the  act  of  the  8d  March,  1815,  be  made  appUca* 
li^  to  such  producu  and  maaufacturaa  aa,  by  the 
general  course  of  trade  cariied  or  herci  are  ex- 
ported from  our  port.  The  very  terms  of  that 
act,  referring  the  products  or  manufactures  of  tk^ 
nation  to  which  the  foreign  vessels  belong,  seem 
most  cicariy  to  dasighate  articles  of  the  growth 
or  industry  of  Cfenmsmir,  as  composed  of  a  body 
of  Slates,  of  which  Bremen  forms  an  integral 

Jwrt,  and  to  stipulate  the  e^alization  of  duties  in 
avor  of  such  goods,  when  exported  in  Bremen 
vessels.  The  treaty  concluded  with  the  Gkivern- 
meot  of  the  Neiherlands,  extending  the  equaliza- 
tion of  daties  *^  to  such  produce  or  manufactures 
as  can  only  be,  or  most  usually  are,  first  shipped 
from  a  port  or  place  in  the  Kingdom,"  dtc.,  aa 
well  aa  the  tenor  of  the  Amaticaa  act  oi  navigi^ 
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lioa  of  Ut  ll«y«  1817,  toMi.  lo^  iWD^re  «U  doobt 
••  to  a- eorfefpoodeitt  applicitioft  of  the  act  of 
CoD^reM  to  goods  sliippea 'f^oa  our  port. 

It  li  ooJy  in  this  view  that  the  object  of  the  oet 
een  be  attained  of  remoflog  all  the  obstaeles 
which  have  hitherie  ohttrocted  the  comiaerce  of 
the  Amertcaat  with  foieif^a  natioss.  It  appear* 
iag  to  be  higblf  hUereetiag  to  both  oatioas  to 
fa? Of,  as  much  as  possible,  ihe  trade  earned  oa 
bet  veeo  the  American  ports  aod  that  of  Bremen, 
we  have  sabmiited  to  ^oar  exceHeoey  the  eri- 
deoees  of  oar  siaeere  desire  to  grant  the  most  spe- 
cial faron  to  the  American  commerc^  and  we 
ihere fore  flatter  otnrseires  that  we  shall  reeeiTe 
the  meet  uoqoalified  proof  of  the  eetablishmeBt  of 
that  reciprocity  which  forms  the  avowed  prinel* 
fU  of  ^he  wise  policy  of  the  Ameriena  GoTera- 
IBeot-*a  policy  eminently  oalcnlated  to  render 
their  coon  try  prospetoos  aod  heppy. 

With  theee  aentimeou,  inspired  by  a  full  and 
entire  confidence,  we  recommended  anew  to  yoor 
mteeliency  the  intereel  of  oar  city  i  and  we  renew 
to  yoo  tiie  nmoranoes  of  the  very  high  consider- 
niion  with  which  we  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Yoor  Bicellency^  most  deroted  Bnrgomaaiers 
and  Senators  of  the  free  Hanse  Town  of  Bremen. 

OSOROB  Dfl  ORONINO, 

Unryomaslsr  fvfoMinsg' 


SPAIN. 

INDEMinFlCATION— LIMITS— FLOBIBA. 

[Cemmnnicelsd  to  the  Senate,  Febrasry  Sl»  lgl9.] 

7\>  the  SeiuUe  of  ihe  United  States.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement, and  limits,  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  concluded 
aod  signed  this  day,  for  the  decitiion  of  the  Seo" 
ate  as  to  ils  ratification.  Copies  of  the  corre 
spondeoce  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  tke 
Miaister  from  Spain,  connected  with  this  sab- 
lect,  since  the  renewal  of  the  negotiation,  are 
likewise  enclosed. 

JAMBS  MONBOB. 

FnaBUAnT  23^  1819. 


thmitoHon  of  a  letter  from  the  Miniitef  iff  Spain  to 
the  Seattttry  of  State. 

WAaniMOTOii,  Dec.  30, 1815. 
Sin:  The  diplomntic  relations  between  the 
King*  my  master,  and  the  United  States,  being 
happily  restored,  and  both  Ooreraments  beinj 
disposed  mntnally  to  sUengthen  the  ties  of  the 
most  pare  and  |>erfect  friendship,  it  is  my  doty  to 
inform  the  President  of  whatever  may  contrtbote 
to  BO  desirable  an  object,  and  remove  the  obsta- 
cles which  msy  prereni  it.  On  the  important 
poinu  on  which  this  note  most  torn,  I  hare  writ* 
ten  to  you  ander  other  cirenmstances  less  favor- 
able than  the  present  1  will  now  confine  myself 
to  a  pbin  and  simple  explanation  of  them* 


The  first  of  these  points  Is,  that  the  direct  and 
official  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  having  been  broken  off  since  the  jrenr  1808) 
the  nliaits  of  both  nations,  as  well  as  their  respeo* 
tive  frontiers,  shoold  now  be  placed  in  the  same 
state  and  situation  in  which  they  were  at  that 
period ;  and  that,  in  conformity  to  this  principbi 
the  part  of  West  Florida  which  the  United  States 
took  possession  of  during  the  giorioas  insorreo- 
tion  oi  Spain,  and  have  remiud  until  thin  day, 
shoald  be  restored  to  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
This  just  and  conciliatory  mensnre,  at  the  eame 
time  thai  it  will  convince  the  King,  my  nrasier. 
of  the  pority  aod  sincerity  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  Americen  Qovernment,  and  of  their  dii^NMt- 
tion  to  arrange  and  terminnte  amicably  the  seT«> 
oral  poinu  of  negotiation,  will  not  in  the  ienst 
impair  the  right  wbich  it  may  believe  it  has  la 
the  whole  op  a  part  of  Che  territory  occupied,  since 
.it  will  remain  suhject,  exactly  as  it  was  beftee 
its  occopation,  to  a  frank  and  friendly  diieassion 
between  the  two  GknremmcntSi  / 

The  second  point  is  ne  siasple  nnd  obcinne  ns 
the  first,  and  I  will  tieni  of  it  with  that  oonfldeiice 
with  wiioh  I  onght  to  be  inspired  bv  the  indin* 
imtable  tostice  of  my  importunity,  the  jnstifien* 
tion  of  the  American  Government,  and  the  ian* 
pertnnce  of  the  affair. 

It  is  known  to  yoo.  nnd  is  nnivennlly  poblan^ 
and  notorions,  thnt  a  taetions  band  of  insnrgnnts' 
and  incendiaries  continne  with  impunity,  in  the 

K evince  of  Looistana,  and  especially  in  New  Or^ 
ma  and  Natchitoches,  the  nninterropted  system 
of  raising  and  arming  troops  to  light  the  flame  of 
revolution  in  the  kingdom  of  New  Spnin,  nnd  to 
rob  the  pncifie  inhabitants  of  the  dominions  of 
the  King,  my  master.    The  inva&ion  of  tlie  in^ 
ternal  provinces,  the  horrible  nssassiaations  eo»* 
mitted  in  Snn  Antonin  de  Bexar,  nnd  the  nnmes 
of  the  perfidious  perpetrators  of  such  onheard«of 
crimes,  liave  acquired  the  pnblieity  which  great 
crimes  always  will  acquire.    All  Louisiana  has 
witnessed  these  armamenis;  the  pablio  enlist* 
menu,  (ioe  enganekeefuktieoe:)  the  traneportn^ 
tion  of  arms ;  tbe  jUocuoa  of  the  insurgents,  and 
their  hoettle4ind  wnrlike  nnreh  from  the  terri- 
tory of  this  Republic  ngainst  the  possessions  of  a 
friendly  and  neighboring  Power.   Neither  threats 
nor  tbe  laws,  nor  the  indignation  of  well-dispufed 
citizens,  nor  even  the  prmamation  of  the  rresi- 
dent  of  the  1st  of  September  last,  intended  to  n^ 
strain  theee  highway  robbers,  have  been  sufficient 
to  stop  their  nefartoos  plans.    On  the  contrary, 
they  prosecute  them  with  th«  greetest  ardor  aM 
rancor,  more  and  mora  exasperated  at  seeing  Ihe 
giorioas  triumphs  of  the  Spanish  nation,  the  ad» 
heeion  of  his  subjects  to  an  adored  monarch,  and 
the  appronehiag  re  esubUshment  of  the  relations 
between  our  respective  nations;    h  is  known  m 
me  that  they  are  now  enlisting  in  New  Orleans 
men  for  other  expeditions,  both  by  land  and  water, 
to  invade  again  the  dominions  of  His  Catholic 
Msjesiy,  under  the  direction  of  ringleaders  Joee 
Alvarez  de  Toledo  and  Joee  Maouel  de  Herrera, 
who  has  just  arrived  in  that  city  With  the  appoint- 
ment  (as  he  says)  of  Minister  to  the  United  States 
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itom  the  self-styled  Mexican  Congress,  who  has 
delivered  to  Toledo  fifteen  handrcS  cominissions 
in  blank  from  that  body  of  insureents,  that  he 
may  confer  them  on  a  like  nnmber  of  officers 
which  be  is  recniiting  in  the  territory  of  this 
UnioD.  I  omit  mentioning  to  yon  other  inno- 
merahle  acts  of  this  kind,  which  prore  tbe  pub- 
licity of  these  armaments,  and  the  impunity  with 
which  they  continue.  I  will  confine  myself  to 
stating  to  you  that  the  most  common  practice  of 
juttions.  and  the  authority  of  the  best  writers  on 
public  law,  would  give  a  right  to  tbe  Kiog«  my 
master,  to  require  of  this  Government  to  deliver 
up  these  traitors  as  incendiaries,  enemies  o(  all 
social  order,  ahd  disturbers  of  tbe  peace  of  his 
subjects  I  but  as  the  object  of  my  Sovereign  is  not 
to  a'venge  himself  of  these  banditti,  but  to  shield 
his  subjects  against  their  barbarity,!  confine  my- 
self to  asking  of  you  to  obtain  of  the  President 
oniers  for  the  prosecution  of  the  principal  persons 
concerned  in  this  sedition,  that  is  to  say :  Jose 
Alvarez  de  Toledo,  Anaya,  Ortez,  the  self-styled 
minister  Manual  de  Hecrera,  Doctors  Robinson 
and  Humbert,  Majors  Piere  and  Preire,  and  their 
followers ;  that  they  may  be  punished  with  all  tbe 
rijgor  which  the  laws  prescribe  in  eases  of  this 
kind }  that  the  troops  which  they  have  raised 
may  be  disarmed  and  dispersed,  and  that  the  ne- 
cessary measures  be  taken  to  preveuti  iu  future, 
these  evil  spirits  from  having  an  opportunity  of 
pursuing  their  designs,  and  attempting  to  com* 
promit  the  good  intelligence  which  subsists  be- 
tween our  respective  GMvernmeots.  The  Presi- 
dent cannot  but  have  seen  with  sensibility  as  well 
the  total  want  of  efieot  of  his  proclamation  of  the 
lenient  measures  which  he  had  adopted  against 
these  criminals,  who  boast  of  recognising  no  law, 
eubordination,  or  moral  principle,  as  the  protec- 
tion and  support  which  they  have  received,  and 
do  receive,  from  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans, 
contrary  to  his  express  ofders.  His  Excellency, 
as  he  is  encbarged  by  this  Republic  with  watch- 
ing over  its  security  apd  the  observance  of  ito 
treaties  and  laws,  cannot  but  consider  himself 
authorized  to  restrain  the  projects  and  hostile 
measures  of  a  set  of  adventurers  who  make  open 
war  against  a  friendly  Power  from  the  territorv 
of  this  Confederation,  compromitting  its  tranquil- 
lity and  high  character,  bj  availing  himself  of 
the  means  which  the  Constitution,  the  laws,  and 
his  prudence  offer  to  him  for  obliging  these  per- 
sons to  abandon  their  designs,  and  to  manifest  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty  the  just  indicnation  with 
which  the  United  States  view  the  hostile  plans 
and  the  sedition  of  that  band  of  incendiaries.  I 
am  certain  that  it  cannot  be  concealed  from  the 
distinguished  talents  of  the  President  and  your- 
self that  the  {K>int  of  ^bich  I  treat  is  not  one 
unaer  the  civil  (or  municipal)  law— in  which 
case  my  Sovereign  must  have  recourse  to  the  or- 
dinary tribunals^-but  that  it  is  a  manifest  and 
flagrant  violation  of  the  most  sacred  laws  which 
bind  together  nations  mutually,  perpetrated  by 
the  citizens  or  residents  of  the  Union,  of  which 
the  King,  my  master,  gives  information,  With 
positive  and  notorious  proofs  to  the  Qovernment 


under  whose  jurisdiction  ii  has  been  executed, 
that  they  may  give  him  competent  satisfactioDi 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  act,  by  catising  the  de- 
linquents to  be  punished  as  guilty  of  hi^  treason 
against  both  Governments. 

The  third  and  last'point  is  reduced  to  this;  that 
the  President  will.be  pleased  to  give  the  neeeo* 
sary  orders  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  liot  to 
admit  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  vessels 
under  the  insurfectionary  flag  of  Carthagena,  of 
the  Mexican  Couffress,  of  ^enos  Ayres,  or  o€ 
the  other  places  which  have  revolted  Mfainst  the 
authority  of  the  Kiog,  my  master,  nor  those  com* 
iog  from  them ;  that  they  should  not  permit  them 
to  land,  or  to  sdl  in  this  country,  the  shameful 

Rroceeds  of  their  piracy  or  atrocities,  and  much 
)ss  to  equip  themselves  in  these  ports,  as  they 
do,  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  sea,  to  destroy  and 
to  plunder  the  vessels  which  they  may  meet  with 
under  the  Spanish  flag.  This  tolerance,  subver- 
sive of  the  most  solemn  stipulations  in  the  trea^^ 
ties  between  Spain  and  the  United  Scutes,  and 
dianetrieaUy  opposed  to  the  general  principles 
orpubtic  security  and  good  faith,  and  to  the  laws 
ofnations,  produces  the  most  melanch<^y  effects 
on  the  interest  and  the  prosperitj^  of  the  subjects 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  Certain  it  is  that  nei- 
ther Carthagena,  nor  any  other  place  in  the 
Spanish  dominioas  in  this  hemisphere,  which  has 
revolted,  can  be  in  communication  with  any 
Power  friendly  to  Spain,  since  neither  on  its  part, 
nor  on  that  of  any  other  Government,  has  their 
indepeadence  been  acknowledged;  and  it  is,  con- 
sequently, an  offence  against  the  digoity  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  and  against  the  sovereignty 
oi  the  King,  my  master,  to  admit  vessels  from 
such  places,  manned  and  commanded  by  iasar- 

? rents,  and  armed  in  the  dominions  of  this  Con- 
ederation;  particularly  as  they  are  all  pirates, 
who  do  not  respect  any  flag,  are  justly  considered 
the  disgrace  of  the  seas,  and  are  execrated  by  all 
nations. 

The  three  preceding  points  are  of  such  esub- 
iished  equity  and  justice,  that  it  would  be  offen- 
sive to  the  delicacy  of  this  Government  to  sup- 
pose that  it  could  delay,  under  any  pretext,  to 
determiae  on  them  in  the  manner  I  have  pro- 
posed, and  which  I  have'an  express  order  to  re* 
quest  (jMliciiar)  in  the  name  of  the  King,  mj 
master.  The  prompt  interposition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  His  Majesty  may  be  gratified,  would 
be  a  new  testimony  of  his  friendly  disposition 
towards  Spain ;  an  evident  proof  that  he  is  de- 
terinined  to  put  an  end  to  the  incalculable  extor* 
tions  and  injuries  which  Spain  has  suffered  for 
the  space  of  seven  yearsi  from  the  gang  of  ad  ven-* 
turers  who  have  assailea  her  from  the  bosom  of 
this  Republic ;  a  means  of  fiixing  the  frank  and 
sincere  system  of  good  neighborhood  which  so 
much  interesU  both  States;  and, finally^a  sure 
preliminary  to  the  removal  of  all  the  diffieultiss 
which  may  present  themselves  iu  the  uego^>*' 
tions  which  ought  to  terminate  all  tbe  pending 
discussions  between  the  two  Gk>vernmeBts,  and 
to  tj,  forever  between  them  a  perpetual  and  solid 
friendship. 


i«ai 
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Mi  ml  flaittr  af  adt^  tke  Prcnte»i  gi«M«li  th« 
a&tonttoo  wbieb  i»  due  to  ftibirs  of  such  irtn* 
secncbent  impoftance,  tad  ywlda  to  my  soliohar 
t&Ottf^  lca»  aaaare  his  Bzeeiieocy,  and  yoaneli^ 
that  tbeie  will  be  nothinf  which  \h»  Kiag,  mj 
■MMtcL  will  QiMt  be  dispoeed  to  do  to  eatiify  this 
Btepabliey  wkieh  may  be  compatible  with  his  dig* 
ait*  8ftd  with  the  iatercate  of  hie  aobjcots. 

I  renew  to  you  the  amaraaccs  of  my  partieuiat 
reepeot)  and  m  my  conataDt  desire  to  please  you, 
mnd  pray  God  to  preserve  year  life  maoy  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS« 
.  i|ott.  JUe.  Monads,  Ac. 


Thmskiiffn  wkich  aewmfionUd  a  mie  of  ike  9d  JSm- 
«Miy,  iai6»>em  Uc  ChemUUr  da  Om$  to  ike  Sea* 
reuarif.QfSiite* 

Sir:  Siaee  the  ]$ai  note  I  had  the  hooor  toad- 
dicfs  jioiv  uniei  dttte  of  the  30th  Deeeoiiheffi  I 
liafe  received  positive  iaibrmatioa  that  theexp|e* 
ditioo  which  the  mitor  Toledo  was  preparuw  ia 
New  Orleans  against  the  dominioDs  of  the  Ktng, 
mf  maelei)  hae.beea  saepended  unill  the  arrival 
ai  ibat  city  of  two  bedieeof  troops^  (one  tho«isaod 
aaeQ  from  Keotaeky.  aifed  three  hundfed  foom. 
TottQassei^)  eommanjed  bv  two  American  eiti* 
aeoflL  that  were  to  be  united  in  Cweftiy^font  dava 
to  tfae  aimy  of  the  iasergeots.  I  abstain,  sir, 
jffom  offering  to  you  any  observaliona  oo  a  sob» 
jset  of  aiKh  high  importance,^and  so  well  eatah* 
liahed.  I  am  well  peraoaded  that  hia  Excellency 
the  President  will  eaaily  perceive  that  if  the 
Staiea  of  BLeatucky,  Tennessee,  Louieiana,  and 
Qoorgia  continue,  as  they  do,  allowing  their  citi* 
zeaa  to  commit  hostilities  ai^iast  a  friendly  Pow- 
CTi  notwithstanding  the  orders  he  has  issued  for 
dispersing  and  disarming  the  gang  of  (2e«peracioee 
headed  by  Toledo,  Hambert,  Anaya,  Bernarda 
Qutierrez,  latri.  Doctor  Robinaon,  AAaiors  Piere 
and  Preircy  and  their  foUoweri^  the  Kiog,  my 
maatcri  will  have  reason  to  suspect  that,  if  those 
meetiags  aie  not  aathoriaed  by  the  Government, 
they  are  at  least  tolerated.  All  the  asauiances  I 
may  give  to  my  Sovereign  of  the  friendly  diqiop. 
siuona  of  hia  fizeellancy  the  Preaideat  will  not 
saffiae»  when  compared  with  the  evident  proofs  I 
had  the  honor  to  commnnieate  to  yon  ia  this  and 
my  former  notes  partioolarly^  when  His  Majesty 
i^  well  convioced  of  the  resources  and  authority 
of  the  Fedeml  Government,  and  the  promptitude 
witb  which  their  orders  are  strictly  observed  in 
t^  whole  Uaion.  I  do  not  ei»teftam  any  appro* 
henaioa  of  the  resalt  of  the  ezpeditioa  of  theae 
ianendiariea.  The  European  wars  being  tetmi- 
aated^  His  Majesty  will  be  able  to  direct  all  hia 
attaatioB,  aad  his  nowerfbl  armies,  to  stiie  at 
oaoe.the  growth  of  that  inanrrection ;  but  the 
phiiauthropie  heart  of  my  Sovereign,  the  hu*- 
manity  by  which  he  is  distinguished,  and  which 
coastiftutes  the  character  of  the  Spanish  nation^ 
induce  him  to  wish  to  rc'CstabUah  order  among 
the  seduced  rather  by  mildneaa  than  by  the  fore* 
of  anas,  which  caanot  be  efEacied  without  the 
eSaaioa  of  the 


the  Mexican  insnrgenta  aad  those  of  the  inter aal 
provinces  cease  to  be  furnished,  by  the  citizens 
of  this  Repablie,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and 
tioopa. 

I  shall  never  have  tiie  vain  presumptiou  to 
offer  you,  or  the  wise  Magistrate  that  is  at  the 
bead  of  this  Administration,  any  observations  on 
the  consequences  that  might  resalt  against  the 
interests  of  this  Republic  by  the  independence  of 
Spanish  America.  My  wishes  are  only  directed 
to  equal  you  in  moderatioD,  and  to  re-establish, 
oB  the  most  firm  and  permanent  basis,  the  rela- 
tione batweea  oar  Governments.  This  sincere 
desire  will,  I  hope,  serve  as  an  apology  for  me, 
while  I  take  the  liberty  to  present  an  hypethesis 
in  this  note. 

I  ^ant,  for  a  moment,  that  all  the  Mexican 
empire  erects  itself  into  an  indepeudeat  Stale} 
that  it  adopts  the  wise  Constitutioa  qf  this  Ooa« 
federation  \  establishes  a  coasplete  system  of  )e* 
f^alion ;  and,  finally,  that  it  enjoys  all  the  b|«a» 
vam  of  liberty  in  the  same  foil  extent  as  this  Re» 
public.    It  is  beyond  queslies  that  the  dimale  of 
Mexico  is  more  temperate  than  that  of  the  Uni« 
ted  Stetes^  the  soil  riche?  and  more  productive; 
the  pn>doctions  and  fruits  teore  abiiiidaa^  rieb| 
and  of  a  superior  quality ;  and  that  pvevisioas, 
labor,  wood,  booses,  clothing,  dbo^,  are,  in  conaa* 
qnence  of  xlie  mildness  and  reg[ularity  of  the  cli« 
mate,  much  cheaper  than  in  this  country.   If  thie 
event,  should  take  place,  do  you  not  think,  sir,  aa 
1  do,  that  ^o  maoy  alluring  prospects,  and  so 
many  evident  advantages,  will  deprive  this  R^ 
public  of  the  successive  emigrations  from  Europe, 
aad,  what  ia  more,  of  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  most  useful  and  indoatrioua  inhabitaata  of 
this  Confederation,  who  would  carry  with  them 
to  Mexico  their  floor  and  saw*milu,  machines, 
manulactutes,  their  eoterprisiug  geaiue«-ta  a 
word^  their  general  instruction,  and  all  the  meaoe 
that  actnally  promote  and  vivifV  the  commerce 
of  these  Stales  ?    I  flatter  myself  that  this  event 
will  not  happen ;  but  I  am  fully  coaviaeed  that 
the  consequencea  of  this  hypothesis  can  be  de» 
monatrated  almost  with  a  mathematical  certaia-* 
ty  >  and  that  if  the  citixens  of  Keatockf,  Teaaes* 
seiB,  Loniaiaaa,  and  Georgia,  should  reflect  deeply 
00  this  sul^ect,  fiir  from  giving  any  aid  to  those 
vagabonds,  greedy  of  the  acquisition  of  gold,  aad 
regardless  or  the  happfti»ess  of  their  country,  they 
would  unite  themselves  with  the  authorities  of 
the  Kiag^  my  master,  to  paaiah  that  gang  of  per^ 
fidiona  traitors  that  hide   tbeoMelvea  ia  thcee 
Statee  with  the  criminal  deaign  of  devastating 
their  country.    I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  overlook  this  digression,  to  which  t 
have  been  cat rted  by  my  warm  desire  of  strettgth* 
eniog  the  'moat  perfect  friendship  between  the. 
two  nations,  and  to  inform  hia  Excellency  the 
President  that  the  orders  I  claim  in  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  name,  directed  to  the  trial  and  punish* 
meat  of  the  ringleaders  of  those  armies,  aad  to 
the  prohibition  of  exporting  arms  of  any  kind 
from  this  country  to  the  provinces,  against  my 
Sovereign's  aaihority,are  of  the  greatest  import* 


blood  of  his  beloved  suhjeeta.     _  ^ 

Thit  okjaet  caaaet  .fail  to  be  ohtaiaed  aa  soca  ae  |:  aaae,  aad  ace  aupported  by  the  existing  treaty  of 
15th  Coir,  fd  Ss88.-^52 
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RikUw9i9iBi^  Spain. 


frkndsfaipt  Itmiu,  tad  navigfttion,  between  Bpeio 
and  the  United  Staten,  especinllf  the  sixteenth 
article. 

I  expect,  sir,  your  answer  to  these  important 
points,  and  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 


Th$  Secrdary  of  State  to  the  Chevalier  De  Onis,  En* 
vov  Extraar£nary  and  MinUter  Plenipotentiary  of 
me  CathoKe  Majeety. 

Depabtment  of  State,  Jan^  19, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  receive  f  oar  let* 
tars  of  the  30th  of  December  and  2d  of  Janunry 
lust,  and  to  submit  them  to  the  President. 

You  demand  that  your  Sovereign  shall  be 
pat  in  possession  of  West  Florida;  that  certain 
persons,  whom  you  have  mentioned,  shall  be  ar- 
rested and  tried  on  the  charge  of  promotiog  in- 
surrection in  the  Spanish  provinces,  and  exciting 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  join  in  it ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  the  flags  of  Carthagena,  the  Mext- 
ean  Congress,  Buenos  Avres.  and  other  revolting 
provinces,  shall  be  excluded  from  the  poru  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  re-establishment  of  the  diplomatic  rela* 
tions  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it 
was  hoped  that  your  Government  would  not 
have  confined  its  attention  to  the  objects  in  which 
Spain  is  alone  interested,  but  have  extended  it  to 
the  iojuries  of  which  the  United  States  have  so 
long  and  so  justly  complaihed,  with  a  view  to 
inch  reparation  as  it  might  now  be  able  to  make. 
The  subjects  are  in  their  nature  intimately  con- 
nected. In  some  important  circamstances,  in- 
deed, it  is  impossible  to  separate  them^  since  the 
exposition  of  the  wrongs  of  the  United  States 
affords  the  proper  answer,  in  those  instances,  to 
the  complaints  of  Spain.  It  is  my  duty  to  bring 
these  wrongs  into  view,  that  they  may  be  duly 
considered  and  provided  for,  in  case  your  Gk>v- 
einment  has,  as  I  am  bound  to  presume,  invested 
you  with  adequate  powers  for  the  purpose. 

At  a  period  anterior  to  either  of  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  in  your  letters,  the  United 
States  had  suffered  great  injury  by  the  unlawful 
seizure  and  condeim nation  of  their  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  Spain.  A  treaty  providing  an  indemnity 
for  those  spoliations  was  agreed  to  and  signed  by 
a  Minister  duly  authorized  by  each  Government ; 
but  iu  ratification,  though  negotiated  and  conclu- 
ded in  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  GNovernment, 
was  aftervrards  declined  by  it.  At  an  anterior  pe- 
riod, too,  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  stipulated 
by  tne  treaty  or  1705,  was  suppressed.  As  the 
United  States  had  done  no  injury  to  Spain,  these 
acts,  so  hostile  in  their  nature,  and  injurious 
in  .their  effect,  excited  much  surprise.  It  had 
been  the  uniform  object  of  this  Government  to 
make  such  arrangements  with  Spain  repecting 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
boundaries,  as,  securing  to  our  citizens  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  rights,  would  place  the  peace 
and  friendship  of  the  two  countries  on  a  solid  and 
durable  basis.  With  this  view,  it  was  sought  to 
obtain  of  Spain,  at  a  fair  equivalent,  the  territorj 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi    Overtures  to  this 


effect  were  made  to  tfaeSpanish  GoTernment^aad 
rejected.  Being  renewed,  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  was  informed  that  Spain  had  ceded 
Louisiana  to  France,  to  whom  he  was  referred 
for  the  acquisition  of  such  territory  in  that  quar- 
ter as  he  might  be  instracted  to  make.  On  the 
last  very  important  event,  the  sappression  of  the 
deposite  at  New  Orleans,  a  special  mission  was 
instituted  to  France  and  Spain,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  avert,  by  amicable  negotiation 
and  arrangement,  the  calamities  of  war.  Af- 
fairs had,  more  especially  by  this  act  of  vio- 
lence and  hostility,  reached  a  crie|s  which  pre- 
cluded the  idea  of  temporary  palliatives.  A  com- 
prehensive and  peruMinent  arrangement  had  be* 
confte  indispensaUe,  of  which,  it  wns  presumed, 
the  Governments  of  France  and  Spain  would  be 
equally  sensible.  The  cession  of  Louisiana  by 
France  to  the  United  States  was  the  immediate 
consequence  of  this  mission,  with  such  a  dcMrip- 
tion  of  its  boundaries  by  the  treaty  as,  it  was 
presumed,  would  leave  no  cause  of  controversy 
with  Spain. 
The  mission  had  thus  succeeded  in  a  very  im- 

Krtant  object ;  but  there  were  others  of  a  simi- 
r  character  which  remained  to  be  adjusted.  Tha 
differences  with  Spain  still  existed,  and  to  them  was 
added  a  circumstance  of  mach  interest,  proceedinar 
from  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana— the  nnsettlei 
boundaries  of  the  province,  which  were  now  to  be 
esublished  with  Spain.  Under  the  influence  of. 
the  same  policv,  the  soecial  mission  was  ordered 
soon  afterwards  to  Madrid,  to  invite  a  negotia- 
tion for  the  arrangement  of  all  these  important 
concerns.  Spain  still  held  territory  to  the  east- 
ward of  Perdido,  which,  by  her  cession  of  Loui- 
siana, and  its  transfer  to  the  United  States,  was 
separated  from  her  other  dominions,  and  lay,  ex- 
cept on  the  side  of  the  ocean,  exclusively  with- 
in our  limits.  The  importance  of  this  terri- 
tory to  Spain,  in  consequence  of  these  events, 
in  any  view  which  might  be  taken  of  it,  seemed 
to  be  mnch  diminished,  if  not  entirely  lost;  while, 
in  eertain  views  of  which  it  was  susceptible,  it 
might  prove  highly  injurious.  There  was  dan- 
ger that  the  continuance  of  a  Spanish  colony 
there  might  produce  jealousy  and  variance  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
United  States  had  acquired  territory  westward  of 
the  Mississippi,  adjoining  the  provinces  of  Spain, 
which  it  was  supposed  she  might  be  desirous  of 
obtaining.    By  mutual  cessions  of  territory  in 

?[uarters  most  convenient  to  each  other,  and  by 
orming  an  interval  between  their  possessions  to 
remain  vacant,  the  danger  of  collision  might  be. 
avoided,  and  their  good  understanding  more  ef- 
fectually preserved.  By  rendering  justice  like- 
wise to  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  their  cit- 
izens would  be  contented,  and  their  Government 
be  better  enabled  to  control  their  conduct  beyond 
their  limits.  Here,  then,  seemed  to  be  a  fair 
ground  for  amicable  compromise  between  the 
parties.  An  opportunity  was  presented  for  ter- 
minating every  difference,  and  securing  their  fu- 
ture harmonv  without  loss  or  sacrifice  by  either. 
On  the  reaultof  this  mission  I  need  not  enlarge* 
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Rdatiom  wtt^  iSJpofR. 


I  shftll  remark  only  that  the  frieDdlf  policy  which 
produced  it  was  not  reciprocated  by  yoar  Goy- 
emment;  it  was,  perhaps,  not  feit;  it  was  cer- 
tainly disregarded.  Brery  proposition  of  the 
American  Mioisters;  having  these  objects  in  view, 
"wms  rejected,  «ttd  none  made  in  return  by  your 
Gk>vernraent. 

This  conduct  of  your  Gtovernment  would  have 
jastified,  if  it  did  not  iuvite,  the  most  decisive 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The 
refusal  to  make  reparation  for  preceding  injuries,- 
or  to  surrender  an]r  portion  of  the  territory  in  the 
possession  of  Spain,  to  which  they  considered 
their  title  indisputable,  or  to  accept  fair  and  lib- 
eral propositions  for  the  accommodation  of  these 
differences,  or  to  make  a  proposition  of  any  kind 
for  the  purpose,  left  the  United  States  perfectly 
free  to  pursue  such  course  as,  in  their  judjf- 
meot.  a  just  regard  to  the  honor,  rights,  and  in- 
terests of  the  nation  might  dictate.  In  the  condi- 
tion of  Spain  there  was  nothing  to  excite  appre- 
hension of  the  consequences^  wliatever  might  be 
the  course  decided  on.  Of  this,  the  well-known 
state  of  the  Peninsuln'at  the  time,  and  since,  and 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  affords 
ample  proof.  The  friendly  policy  which  the 
United  States  have  since  pursued  is  the  more 
conspicuous  from  the  consideration  that  your 
Government  has  inflexibly  maintained  the  un- 
just and  hostile  attitude  which  it  then  as- 
sumed, and  has  even  added  new  injuries  and 
insulu  to  those  of  which  I  have  already  com- 
plained. I  refer,  in  this  latter  remark,  to  the 
breaches  of  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  which  her 
Government  permitted,  if  it  did  not  authorize,  by 
British  troops  and  British  agents  in  Florida,  and, 
through  that  province,  with  the  Creeks  and  other 
Indian  tribes,  in  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
under  these  circumstances  that  you  have  made 
the  demands  above  recited,  to  which  I  will  now 
proceed  to  give  a  more  particular  reply. 

You  require  that  Spain  shall  be  put  into  pos- 
session of  West  Florida,  as  an  act  ot  justice,  be- 
fore a  discussion  of  the  right  of  the  parties  to  it 
18  entered  on. 

It  is  known  to  your  Qovernment  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  claim  by  cession,  as  a  fair  equivalent, 
the  province  of  Louisiana,  as  it  was  held  by 
France  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1763,  extending 
worn  the  river  Perdido,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
MiBsissippi,  to  the  Bravo  or  Qrande,  on  the  west- 
ern«  To  the  whole  territory  within  those  limlto, 
the  United  States  consider  their  right  established 
by  well-known  facts  and  the  fair  interpretation 
of  treaties.  In  a  like  spirit  may  the  United  States 
demand  the  surrender  of  all  the  territory  above 
described,  now  in  the  occupahcy  of  Spain,  as  a 
condition  to  the  commencement  of  any  negotia- 
tion  for  the  adjustment  of  differences.  When  we 
consider  how  long  your  Government  has  main- 
tained what  is  deemed  an  unjust  possession; 
more  especially  when  we  recollect  that  the  inju- 
ries before  received  are  srill  unredressed,  and  that 
others  have  been  since  rendered,  there  can  be,  it 
is  preeumedi  but  one  (pinion  aa  to  the  great  mod- 


eration of  this  Qovernment  in  acquiescing  in  it. ' 
But  why  restore  this  province  to  Spain,^  if  it  it ' 
the  intention  of  your  Government  to  make  the 
title  to  it,  in  connexion  with  other  differences,  a 
subject  of  amicable  negotiation  and  arrangement  T 
May  not  such  a  neffotiation  be  entered  into  aa 
well  while  it  is  in  the  occupancy  of  the  United 
I  States  as  if  it  were  in  that  of  Spain? 

You  demand,  next,  that  Mr.  Toledo,  and  others 
whom  you  mention,  charged  with  promoting  re- 
volt in  the  Spanish  provinces,  and  exciting  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  join  in  it,  shall  be 
arrested  and  tried,  their  troops  disarmed  and' 
dispersed. 

You  intimate  that  troops  are'  levying  in  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Gkorffia,  for* 
the  invasion  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  of  whom 
one  thousand  are  from  Kentucky,  and  three  hun- 
dred from  Tennessee,  to  be  commanded  by  Ame-  - 
rican  citizens;  but  you  do  not  state  at  what 
points  these  men  are  collected,  or  by  whom  com* 
manded ;  and  as  to  the  forees  said  to  be  raised  in 
Louisiana  and  Georgia,  your  communication  it 
still  more  indefinite.  The  information  recentlr 
obtained  hj  this  Department  from  persons  of  high 
consideration  Is  of  a  very  different  character.  It 
is  stated  that  no  men  are  collected,  nor  is  there 
evidence  of  an  attempt  or  design  to  collect  any  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  or  Georgia,  for  the  purpose 
slated ;  and  that  the  force  sard  to  be  assembled 
under  Mr.  Toledo  is  very  inconsiderable,  and 
composed  principally  of  Spaniards  and  French- 
men. If  any  portion  of  it  consists  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  their  conduct  is  unauthorized 
and  illegal.  This  force  is  not  within  the  settled 
parts  of  Louisiana,  but  in  the  wilderness,  between 
the  settlements  of  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
beyond  the  actual  operation  of  our  laws.  I  nave 
to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
state  at  what  points  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Gkorgia,  and  Louisiana,  any  force  is  collected, 
the  number  in  each  instance. and  by  whom  com-' 
manded.  If  such  force  is  collected,  or  collecting, 
within  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  sug- 
gested, or  other  iile^l  purpose,  it  will  be  dis* 
persed,  and  the  parties  prosecuted  according  to 
law. 

This  Government  is  Under  no  obligation,  nor 
has  it  the  power,  by  any  law  or  treaty,  to  surren- 
der any  inhabitant  of  Spain  or  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces on  the  demandof  the  Gtovernmeotof  Spain; 
nor  is  any  such  inhabitant  punishable  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  acts  committed  be- 
yond their  jurisdiction,  the  case  of  pirates  alone 
excepted.  This  is  a  fundamental  law  of  our  sva* 
tem.  It  Is  not,  however,  confined  to  us;  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  law  of  all  civilized  nations,  where 
not  particularly  varied  by  treaties. 

In  reply  to  your  third  demand — the  exclusion  of 
the  flag  of  the  revolting  provinces— I  have  to 
ohterve  that,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  many  countries,  and  repeated  changes  of 
the  ruling  authority  in  each,  there  being  at  the 
same  time  several  competitors,  and  each  party 
bearing  iu  appropriate  flag,  the  President  thought 
it  proper,  some  time  past,  to  give  orden  lo  ihd' 
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eoilwton  not  to  nuikt  tbe  fl«g  of  anj  tassel  a 
criterion  or  condition  of  its  admission  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States.    Haviop;  taken  no 

SRrt  in  the  differences  and  convolaions  which 
a?e  disturbed  those  countries^  it  is  consistent 
with  the  just  jurinciplesi  as  it  is  with  the  inter- 
estf,  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the  vesaels 
of  ail  countries  into  their  ports,  to  whatever  party 
belonging,  and  under  whatever  flag  sailing,  pi- 
rates excepted,  requiring  of  them  only  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties,  ana  obedience  to  the  laws 
whUe  under  their  jurisdiction,  without  adverting 
to  the  question  whether  they  nad  committed  any 
Tiolation  of  the  aMegiance  or  laws  obligatory  on 
them  in  the  countries  to  which  they  belonged, 
either  in  assuming  such  fl^g,  or  Ia  any  other 
TMpcct. 

In  the  differences  which,  have  subsisted  between 
Spain  and  btt  colonies,  the  United  States  have 
observed  all  proper  respect  to  their  friendly  rela- 
tions with  Spain.  Thev  took  no  measure  to  in- 
demnify themselves  for  losses  and  injuries;  none 
to  guard  against  the  occi^uuicy  of  the  Spanish 
territory  by  the  British  ibices  ia  the  late  war,  or 
to  occupy  the  territory  to  which  thie  United  States 
cqpsidered  their  title  good,  ezoept  in  the  instance 
of  West  Florida  y  and  in  that  instance  under  cir- 
cumstances which  made  '  their  interposition  as 
much  an  act  of  aocommodatioa  to  the  S^aaiah. 
authority  there  as  of  security  to  them&teive** 
They  have  also  prohibited  their  citizens  from 
taking  aay  part  in  the  war,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colocies,  and  other  foreigners  connected 
with  them,  f<om  recruiting  men  in  tbe  United 
States  for  that  purpose.  The  proclamations 
which  have  b^en  issued  by  the  Governor^  of  some 
of  the  States  and  Terriioriesi,  at  the  iastance  of 
the  President,  and  the  proolaination  lately  issued 
by  the  President  himself,  are  not  unknown  to 
"your  Qov,ernment.  This  conduct,  under  such 
cireuoiatances,  and  at  such  a  time,  is  of  a  charac* 
ter  too  B^i^arked  to  be  mistaken  by  the  impartial 
world. 

What  wUi  be  the  first  result  of  the  civil  war 
which  prevails  between  Spain  and  the  Spanish 

Erpvji^ces  in  America,  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
uman  foresight.  It  tas  already  existed  many 
yeajrs,  a>nd  wah  various  success;  sometimes  one 
party  prevailing,  and  then  the  other.  In  some  of 
thf  provinces  tbe  success  of  the  revolutionists 
appear  to  have  given  to  their  cause  more  stabil- 
ity than  in  others.  All  that  your  Government 
had  a  right  to  claim  of  the  United  States  waS| 
that  they  should  not  interfere  in  the  contest^  or 
promote,  by  any  active  service,  the  success  of 
tbe  revolotioD,  admitting  that  they  continued  to 
overlook  the  injuries  received  from  Spaio,  and 
remained  at  peace.  This  right  wais  common  to 
the  colonists.  With  equal  justice  might  they 
clAim  that  we  would  not  interfere  to  their  disad- 
van^ge;  that  our  ports  should  remain  open  to 
both  parties  &«  they  were  before  the-comimence- 
ment  of  the  struggle}  that  our  laws  rcf  ulating 
cowQ^i^e  with  foreign  nations  should  not  be 
changed  to  th^c  injury.  On  ih^se  principles  the 
Uatf  a<t  Staiaa  bare  acted. 


So  much  have  I  tlumght  proper  to  atala  re^ 
specting  the  relations^xtsting  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spaio.  The  restoration  of  thna 
diplomatic  intercourse  between  our  QovernmeBls 
forms  an  e|x>ch  which  cannot  fail  to  be  important 
to  both  natioiu.  If  it  does  not  produce  a  result 
favorable  to  their  future  friendship  and  good  uo* 
derstanding.  to  your  Qovernment  will  the  failure 
be  imputable.  The  United  States  have  at  all 
times  been  willing  to  settle  their  differencea  oa 
just  principles  and  conditions,  and  they  still  are. 
Of  this  I  informed  you  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  of 
May,  as  I  likewise  did  Mr.  CevaUo3,  in  a  letter 
of  the  17th  of  July.  It  will  be  very  satisfactory 
to  tbe  President  to  find  that  jrour  Qoverameiki 
entertains  now  the  same  disposition,  and  has  given 
you  full  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  for  theea 
purposes.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6lo. 

JAMES  MONROS. 


DraiuhUion  of  a  ktier  from  Mr.  Otii  to  the  StcrC' 

tary  of  State* 

PfliLAnBLPHU,  February  22^  1816, 

Sii| :  The  lettju  with  which  you  honored  ma 
oivthe  19th  of  last  month,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  30th  of  December  and  2d  of  January,  had  two 
objects ;  the  firat  to  make  known  tome  the  com- 
plaints which  this  Government  considers  itaelf 
as  having  against  Spain  for  a  long  time  past ;  the 
second,  to  communicate  tbe  resolutioa  of  tba 
President  on  the  three  points  embraced  in  my 
notes  mentioned  above. 

You  state  that  the  President  would  have  wished 
that  I  should  not  have  confined  mysdf  to  briogp- 
iog  forward  the  complaints  of  His  Majesty,  bnx- 
should  have  likewise  proposed  a  reparation  for 
those  of  the  United  States  against  Spain. 

The  claim  for  damages  and  injuriea  of  which 
you  speak  njrould  have  been  definitively  armnged- 
and  settled  if  the  diplomatic  relations  between 
the  two  Powers  had  not  been  interrupted  aiace 
the  men^orable  epoch  of  1806 }  and  this  Qovern- 
ment cannot  but  know  that  this  interruption  on^ht 
not  to  be  imputed  to  Spain;  His  K&ueaty  having 
made,  from  that  time,  the  greatest efiorts  to  main- 
tain them  pure  and  unaltered. 

I  have  assured  you  verbally  and  in  writing 
that  His  Majesty  desired  nothing  so  anxiously  as 
to  satisfy  the  United  Sutes  for  every  injury  ihef 
may  have  received  from  Spain,  aoMi  to  proceed 
to  give  this  satisfaction  with  that  generosity  and 
high  sense  of  honor  which  have  at  all  times  dts^ 
tinguished  the  Spanish  character,  and  which 
have  always  shone  conspicuonsly  in  theicondoct 
ofthe  Qovernment  of  the  aling,  my  maater;  bntali 
these  points^  as  being  anterior  to  the  epoch  I  have 
roeutioned  in  my  notes,  and  since  then  pending 
between  the  two  Cabinets,  ought  to  be  the  object 
of  a  particular  negotiation;  and  nothing  ia  more 
natural  or  more  conformable  to  justice  and  good 
faith  than  that,  for  facilitating  this  very  negotia- 
tion, I  he  state  of  things  between  the  two  iMtiona 
should  be  reduced  to  the  same  footing  on  which 
it  was  at  the  epoch  referred  to,  «ince.  from  that 
tL«ie^  there  has  neitfier  been  any  offieiai  corre^ 
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upoa^tonee  befween  the  two  GorertraieDts,  nor 
liaTe  the  United  States  reeel?ed  the  leut  injarj 
frotb  Spain ;  and  if  they  bare  received  any,  it 
has  been  contrary  to  the  will  of  His  Majesty,  and 
irithont  his  knowledge.    Of  this  class,  without 
doubt,  is  that  which  yon  mention  ii^  your  note 
labore  eited }  that  is^  that  British  troops  and  agents 
hmd  been  introduced  into  Florida,  and  had  com- 
uiaiiiication  ?nth  the  Indian  enemies  of  this  Re- 
pliblfo  in  its  last  war  with  Qreat  Britain*    The 
tl^rons  nentrality  which  His  Majesty  has  ob- 
served in  the  island  of  Cnba,  East  Florida,  and 
his  other  possessions,  ought  to  eonrince  the  Pres- 
ident that  the  GoTernor  of  West  Florida  (who 
18. 1  suppose,  the  person  to  whom  you  allude)  had 
liJce  orders  with  the  other  chiefs  to  obserre  the 
vaost  strict  neutrality ;  and  if  he  has  failed  in 
obeying  them,  he  would  hare  been  severely  chas- 
tised, had  vou  have  given  to  me  the  least  intima- 
tion as  to  nis  conduct. 

I  will  now  pass  to  the  second  object  cf  which 
your  letter  treats;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  resolu- 
tion which  ibis  Government  has  taken  on  the 
three  points  stated  in  my  letters  of  the  30th  De- 
cember and  dd  January. 
*  The  first  was  confined  to  a  request  that,  in  con- 
iotaAif  to  the  principles  I  have  stated,  that  is, 
that  the  affiiirs  between  the  two  nations  should 
be  ]iiaeed  on  the  same  footing  they  were  before 
(he  interruption  of  the  diplomatic  relations  be- 
tween them,  Hie  Majestv  should  be  put  in  po*- 
tes^ion  of  that  part  of  Florida  which  the  troops 
of  this  Union  had  occupied.  Ton  were  pleased 
to  state,  in  reply,  that  this  Government,  believing 
that  it  had  a  well  founded  ri|ht  not  only  to  the 
part  of  West  Florida  which  their  troops  had  oc- 
eupted,  but  to  a  greater  extent  of  territory,  com- 
itrebeoded  in  the  limits  of  the  viceroyalty  of 
Mezteo,  had  judged  that,  with  the  same  propri- 
ety tlMt  the  King,  my  master,  occupied  those  pos- 
sessions, the  United  States  might  retain  that  part 
of  West  Florida  thej  held,  until  it  was  decided 
by  a  friieiidly  cenvention  to  whom  it  belonged. 

Permit  me  to  observe  that  there  is  no  parity 
in  the  eases.  The  country  to  which  yon  allude, 
extending  to  the  Rio  Brav^  or  del  Norte,  has  been 
under  the  dominion  of  Sjyain,  not  only  before  and 
•inee  France  ceded  Louisiana  to  His  Majesty  by 
the  treaty  of  1764,  but  fVom  the  time  of  the  dis- 
covery and  conquest  of  Mexico,  without  ever 
having  passed  by  treaty  to  any  other  nation; 
irhereas  the  Floridas  ceased  to  be  a  French  or 
Spanish  possession,  and  passed  into  the  bauds  of 
Bngfend,  under  the  name  of  Bast  and  West  Flor- 
in the  year  1763.  They  remained  uader  the  power 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  such,  until  the  year 
1783,  when,  by  conqnest,  the  Spanish  arms,  and 
by  solemn  treaty,  they  passed  under  the  dominion 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  From  this  you  will 
infer  that,  be  the  interpretation  which  may  be 
Wished  to  be  given  to  the  treaty  of  retrooeBnan 
of  Louisiana,  made  between  France  and  Spain 
in  1800,  what  it  may,  the  two  Floridas  can  never 
be  directly  or  indirectly  included  in  it;  first,  be- 
eause  theeeprovinces  betng in  the  legitimate pos- 
•ession  of  Bogland  from  the  year  1763  to  the 


vear  1783,  France  could  not  cede  them  to  Spain 
by  the  treaty  of  1764 — nor  Spain  retrocede  them 
to  France,  not  having  received  them  from  her, 
unless  there  should  have  been  an  article  on  this 
point,  in  which  express  and  direct  mention  was 
made  of  the  cession ;  and,  secondly,  because  the 
two  contracting  parties  (Spain  and  France)  have 
declared  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  first, 
that  she  did  not  cede  to  France  any  part  of  the 
Floridas— the  second,  that  she  had  not  acquired 
them  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  or  of  rOro- 
cession  of  1800;  nor  bad  had  the  least  intention  to 
set  up  a  claim  to  them.  You  know  very  well 
that,  according  to  all  the  acknowledged  principles 
of  justice,  no  one  can  be  put  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  what  he  holds  until  the  right  of  the  per- 
son who  claims  it  shall  be  proved  and  recognised  ; 
and  that,  by  a  natural  consequence  of  this  prin- 
ciple^ Spain  havinfi;  been  in  possession  of  West 
Florida  when  the  United  States^laid  claim  to  it, 
it  is  proper  she  should  keep  it  until  this  Republic 
shows  a  better  right,  which  ought  to  be  done  in 
a  friendly  negotiation  between  the  two  Powers ; 
and  that  it  would  be  anticipating  the  negotiating 
to  begin  by  taking  possession  of  tiie  terntory,  the 
right  to  which,  so  for  as  it  resnects  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  the  object  of  the  oegotiatioa 
itself.  These  are  the  grounds  which  support  the 
first  demand  I  made  on  you,  in  the  name  of  His 
Majesty,  in  my  letter  of  tne  3Dth  December ;  and 
I  flatter  myself  that,  reflecting  on  facts  so  well 
known,  you  cannot  do  less  tlmn  coiisider  them 
Just. 

I  pass  now  to  the  second  point.  This  is  con- 
fined to  asking  the  punishment,  according  to  law, 
of  those  turbulent  and  seditious  individnals  Hfho 
have  taken  up  arms  within  the  territory  of  thb 
confederation,  and  from  thence  carrying  desolh- 
tion,  destruction,  and  horror  into  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces of  the  Crown  of  Spain ;  and  not  content 
with  the  atrocities  they  have  heretofore  com- 
mitted, they  are  now  actually  engaged  in  re- 
cruiting troops,  and  preparing  armaments  in  thie 
bosom  of  this  country,  again  to  invade  diese  pro- 
vinces. I  have  named  the  ringleaders  of  these 
rebels,  who  have  viblated  the  neutrality  and  the 
most  sacred  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  by  the 
well-known  fiict  of  their  having  armed  in  their 
territory,  and  marched  from  thence,  in  military 
and  hostile  array^  to  subvert  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  dominions  of  the  Krag,  my  master. 
I  have  named  Toledo,  Bernardo  Gutierrex,  Doe- 
tor  Robinson,  and  others,  who  perpetrated  the 
horrible  deeds  at  St.  Antonio  de  Bexar ;  who- 
recruited  their  trooos  ii>  Louisiana,  and  even  in 
the  limits  of  New  Orleans,  and  proceeded  from 
thence,  as  an  army,  to  assault  the  province  of 
New  Mexico;  who  committed  there  outrages 
never  heard  of  even  among  savase  tribes ;  and 
who,  after  being  defeated,  again  took  refuge  in  the 
territory  of  this  Union,  where  they  are  now  ea- 
deavoring  to  raise  new  forces  to  repeat  the  same 
excesses.  Toledo.  Bernardo  Gutierrez,  Dr.  Rob- 
insoDj  and  their  followers,  to  this  time,  move  about 
with  impunity  in  Louisiana,  and  even  in  the  city 
of  New  OrleauB  itself.    The  infraction  of  the 
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kws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  violation  of  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  the  American  people,  of 
-wnich  they  are  guilty,  is  pablic  and  notorious, 
not  only  in  this  country^  but  in  the  whole  world. 
I  stated  to  you,  in  addition,  on  this  point,  that 
the  ringleaders  I  bad  named  to  you  were  expect- 
ing considerable  reinforcements  from  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee^  to  undertake  a  hostile  expedition 
affainst  the  neiffhboriog  possessions  of  m^  sover- 
eign ;  and  that  I  had  advised  that  these  remforce- 
ments,  composed  of  American  citixensi  were 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  them. 

You  were  pleased  to  state  to  me,  in  replv,  on 
this  point,  that  the  President  had  determined  not 
to  take  any  part  in  the  disputes  which  had  arisen 
hetween  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  revolted 

Jirovinces  on  this  continent ;  and  that,  in  con- 
ormity  to  this  system,  the  Governors  of  different 
States,  as  well  as  the  President  himself,  had  issued 
repeated  proclamations,  directing  that  all  those 
who  set  on  foot,  or  promoted  the  recruiting  of 
adventurers,  with  the  design  of  invadinff  the 
possessions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  shoiild  be 
prosecuted  according  to  law ;  that  the  informa* 
tion  received  at  your  Department,  from  very  re- 
spectable persons^  is,  that  the  force  collected  by 
Toledo  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  composed 
principally  of  Frenchmen  and  Spaniards,  with- 
out the  territory  of  the  United  States,  where  their 
laws  do  not  reach;  that  my  statements  on  this 

roint  are  not  circumstantial ;  and  that  as  soon  as 
pointed  out  American  citizens  who  promoted 
the  expeditions,  collected  the  troops,  or  facilitated 
the  fiupplies  to  which  I  referred,  and  if  these  col- 
lections of  troops,  dbc,  were  in  the  territory  of 
this  Union,  they  should  be  immediately  dispersed, 
and  the  persons  implicated  should  be  prosecuted 
aecordinf  to  law. 

To  satisfy  vou  on  this  point,  with  that  simpli- 
city and  candor  which  belongs  to  me,  I  will  di- 
vide into  two  classes  these  seditious  persons  of 
whom  I  have  spoken  to  you  in  my  notes.  I  will 
include  in  the  first  class  Toledo,  Bernardo  Gutier- 
rez, and  Dr.  Robinson,  as  violators  of  the  neutrality 
laws  of  the  United  States— an  infraction  so  noto- 
rious and  so  evident  that  I  should  do  wrong  to 
detain  you  in  referring  to  the  innumerable  acts 
which  demonstrate  it  in  an  incontestable  man- 
ner. It  is  known  to  you,  to  your  Government, 
and  to  the  whole  country,  that,  with  the  troops 
they  individually  raised  three  years  ago  in  Lou- 
isiana, they  marched  in  military  array  to  invade 
the  internal  provinces  of  the  viceroyahy  of  Mex- 
ico ;  the  horrible  assassinations  thejr  committed, 
particularly  those  by  Qernardo  Gutierrez  at  St. 
Antonio  de  Bexar,  are  known.  And,  finally,  it 
is  known  that,  being  defeated  by  the  troop  of 
the  King,  my  master,  they  took  refuge  agam  in 
this  country,  and  that  the  Government  of iLouis* 
iana  permitted  them  to  remain  undisturbed  in  the 
very  territory  whose  neutrality  they  had  violated. 
This  single  fact  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  sufiicient 
reason  why  the  law  should  take  hold  on  them 
before  they  leave  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  to  renew  melancholy  scenes.  But  I  will 
give  to  you  even  new  proofs  that  these  highway 


robbers  have  not  ceased  from  that  time  to  eoneert 
and  to  realize  new  projects  against  the  tranquillity 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dominions  of  the  King, 
my  master. 

The  annexed  copies,  marked  Nos.  1, 2^and  3. 
of  intercepted  letters  from  Toledo,  which  have 
been  officially  sent  to  me,  prove  beyond  doubt 
that  Toledo  bad  armed  in  New  Orleans  three  ves- 
sels, in  which  be  carried  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  to  give  support  to  the  insurrection  in  Mexico; 
and  that  he  returned  to  that  city,  bringing  iMick 
with  him  Herrera,  who  calls  himseif  Nunister 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  revolted  provinces  to 
this  Government,  by  asserting,  in  one  of  his  said 
letters,  that  the  United  States  only  waited  the 
arrival  of  the  Minister  of  the  revolutionists  of 
Mexico  to  acknowledge  its  independence.  The 
other  ringleaders  have  done  the  same  thing  to  de* 
ceive  adventurers,  both  in  and  out  of  Mexico, 
and  even  citizens  of  the  United  States,  seducing 
them  by  false  assurances  that  their  Government 
was  decided  to  support  them,  and  that  it  would 
proceed  immediately  to  recognise  as  an  indepen- 
dent Power  that  band  of  highway  robbers  and 
insurgents.  From  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  a 
person  of  the  greatest  veracity  and  the  best  cbtfr- 
acter,  now  forwarded  to  ybu,  marked  No,  i,  you 
will  observe  that  Toledo  had  deferred  his  expe- 
dition against  the  provinces  of  the  King,  my 
master,  as  I  stated  to  you  in  my  nole^of  the  Bd 
January,  as  the  thousand  men  he  expected  from 
Kentucky,  and  the  three  hundred  from  Tennes- 
see, could  not  form  a  junction  with  him  in  lese 
than  twenty-four  days;  and  in  Nos.  5  and  6,  you 
will  see  this  information  confirmed  under  a  poste- 
rior date,  advising  me  that  a  number  of  Ameri- 
cans came  down  from  the  States  adjacent  to 
Louisikna  to  join  the  expedition  which  Toledo 
had  concerted ;  and  that  he  (Toledo)  would  carry 
with  him  the  engineer  Laford,  Savary,  and  one 
Soubenet. 

You  will  also  learn  that  provisions  and  a  Car- 
thagenian  flag  were  sent  to  the  American  brig, 
the  Tom  Bowline,  from  New  York,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  her  arrival  at  the  Balize,  by  a  gunboat 
of  the. United  Sutes,  with  the  object,  it  would 
seem  of  convoying  with  her  the  vessels  which 
should  sail  from  New  Orleans  with  munitions  of 
war  for  the  establishment  at  the  new  port  of  Tam- 
pico ;  that  they  had  purchased  in  New  Orleans 
itself  five  other  schooners,  which  they  are  actu- 
ally arming  to  cruise  against  the  Spanish  com- 
merce; and  that  it  appears  that  Mr.  John  K. 
West,  merchant  of  that  place,  is  the  agent  for 
these  vessels;  and,  finally,  that  in  that  city  there 
has  been  a  revolutionary  junta,  at  the  head  of 
which  is  Toledo  and  Herrera,  from  which  has 
issued  the  wicked  decree  mentioned  in  these  let- 
ters— that  four  honorable  Spaniards  should  be  put 
to  death  for  every  revolutionist  punished  by  the 
established  laws  of  the  monarchy  of  the  King, 
my  master. 

As  respects  Doctor  Robinson,  it  is  notorious 
that  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  infuriated  en- 
emies of  Spain,  and  the  one  who  has,  with  the 
greatest  eagerness,  promoted  the  rebellion  of  the 
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l»ffOTiD«e8  of  His  Maieaiy.  It  wcs  he  who  intro- 
daeed  himtelf  intathe  interoal  provinces  to  se* 
duce  their  inhftbitants;  ii  was  he  who  sowed  the 
seed  of  iDSorrection ;  it  was  he  who  procured  in- 
telUgenee  in  St.  Antonio  de  Bexar  for  Bernardo 
Qutierrez,  that  he  might  possess  himself  of  the 
place,  and  afterwards  morder  fonrteen  Spanish 
chiefs;  and  it  was  he  who  pabiished,  in  these 
United  States,  proclamations,  signed  with  his 
hand,  inviting  adVenturers  from  all  parts  to  form 
an  army,  pointing  oat  the  places  of  enlisting  men, 
and  the  pay  of  those  enlisted ;  and,  in  one  word, 
declaring  war  himself,  in  a  certain  mode,  against 
the- Spanish  nation,  from  the  very  bosom  of  this 
Repabiic,  as  yon  wiilfind  more  in  detail  in  the 
authenticated  copy  (No.  7)  which  accompanies 
this^  the  original  of  which  is  in  my  possession. 

I  include  in  the  second  class  those  individuals 
who,  seduced  by  the  imposture  of  the  principal 
author  of  these  hostile  expeditions,  have  assisted, 
from  the  bosom  of  this  Repobtic,  the  revolution- 
uts  of  Mexico->-some  by  furnishing  them  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  others  by  enlisting  them* 
selves^  in  this  country,  in  the  army  of  the  insur- 
gents, which  passed  over  to  subvert  all  order  in 
the  provinces  of  the  King,  my  roaster.  In  this 
number  are  those  other  persons  wham  I  have 
mentioned  to  jou  in  this  aod  my  former  notes. 
The  information  which  I  gave  you  respecting 
some  persons  who  were  preparing  hostile  expe- 
ditions from  Gkorgia  against  the  possessions  of 
the  King,  my  master,  you  find  established,  offi- 
cially, by  the  Qovernor  of  East  Florida,  in  his 
letter  (No.  8}  which  accompanies  this ;  in  which 
he  advises  roe  that  John  Mcintosh  and  William 
Criach,  who  supported  the  last  insurrection  in 
that  province,  in  the  year  1812,  are  npw  recruit- 
ing in  Georgia  a  considerable  number  of  vaca- 
bonds,  again  to  invade  the  territory  under  his 
command. 

I  flatter  myself  that  this  series  of  acu,  so  cir- 
cumstantial, the  information  of  which  has  been 
acquired  throilgh  channels  so  respectable,  will 
be  sufficient  lo  call  the  attention  of  the  President 
to  the  necessity  of  cutting  up  by  the  roots  these 
melancholy  abuses,  and  shut  the  door  against  the 
continual,  violent  movements  of  these  turbulent 
people,  who,  from  the  bosom  of  this  Republic, 
make  war  on  a  friendly  and  neighboring  Power. 
It  has  never  been  the  intention  of  the  King,  my 
master,  to  request  that  the  punishment  of  the  laws 
should  be  inflicted  on  these  disturbers  of  social 
order  when  their  guilt  is  not  fully  proven.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  informed  you  that  the  ob- 
ject of  His  Majesty  is  not  to  taike  rengeance  on 
these  highway  robbers,  but  to  shelter  his  subjects 
from  their  barbarity.  His  Majesty  has  only 
thought  proper  to  solicit  from  the  rectitude  and 
circnnupection  of  this  Gk)vernment  what  might 
prevent  the  crimes  which  are  meditated  from 
taking  effect,  as  otherwise  it  might  be  too  late  to 
preTent  them,  as  the  ofienders  will  be  beyond 
the  territory  of  a  friend,  and  at  a  distance  from 
the  arm  of  the  law.  Qood  order  requires  not 
only  that  the  ofienees  already  committed  should 
be  punished,  bat  that  those  which  are  contem- 


plated should  be  prevented ;  and  this  is  the  case 
of  the  individuals  I  have  comprehended  in  the 
second  class.  The  personal  knowledge  I  have 
of  the  recitude  of  the  President  inspires  me  with 
a  confidence  that  he  will  view  the  acts  I  have 
just  stated  as  I  do,  and  proceeding,  in  this  partic- 
ular case,  with  that  integrity  and  humanity  which 
is  the  most  glorious  distinction  of  the  American 
character,  he  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  those  mea* 
sures  which  he  may  believe  most  analogous  to* 
the  system  which,  you  tell  me,  this  (Government 
has  adopted,  not  to  mix  in  these  dissensionsi' 
and  not  to  permit  the  citizens  of  this  Republic  to* 
take  part  in  them,  nor  to  permit  its  territory  to* 
be  a  shelter  to  foreigners  who  try  to  make  war 
on  a  friendly  Power. 

To  the  third  point  in  my  notes,  intended  to 
solicit  from  your  Government  that  vessels  from 
the  insurgent  or  revolted  provinces  of  Spanish 
America  should  not  be  admitted  into  the  porta 
of  the  Republic,  as  well  because  none  of  those 
provinces  are  recognised  by  any  Power  in  the 
world,  as,  because  the  obligations  of  friendship 
and  good  neighborhood  demand  that  we  should 
not  in  any  way  contribute  to  protect  provinces 
or  subjects  who  have  revolted,  you  have  been 
pleased  to  make  known  to  me  that  the  President, 
observii^  the  change  of  government  which  had. 
taken  place  among  the  revolutionists  in  Spanish 
America,  bad  adopted  the  measure  of  ordering  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  to  admit  every  descrip*. 
tion  of  vessel,  without  regard  to  her  character 
or  flag,  provided  she  paid  (he  duties  and  observed 
the  laws  of  the  country  during  the  time  she  was 
in  port. 

With  due  respect  for  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  chief  of  this  confederation,  I  cannot  do  less 
than  state  to  you  that  the  changes  of  government 
which  have  taken  place  amoog  the  revolutionists 
of  Spanish  America  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
aflbrd  a  sufficient  motive  for  altering  the  friendly 
conduct  towards  a  Power  with  whom  one  is  in 
peace  and  harmony.  You  cannot  but  know  that 
thb  measure  places  these  factionists  not  only  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  the  Spanish  nation,  but 

fives  them  advantages  over  all  independent 
owers,  since,  according  to  the  laws  of  neu- 
trality, the  United  States  would  not  permit  any 
independent  nation  to  arm  its  vessels  in  their 
ports,  nor  to  sell  prizes  in  them,  as  is  permitted 
to  these  revolutionists. 

By  the  two  acts  of  Congress,  one  of  the  28th 
of  February,  1806,  and  the  other  of  the  24th  of 
the  same  iponth  in  1807,  all  commerce  with  the 
rebels  of  .St«  Domingo  was  prohibited  at  the  re- 
quest of  JPracce.  As  the  treaties  subsisting  be-' 
tween  Sj)ain  and  the  United  States  place  Spain, 
on  the  footinj{  of  the  most  favored  nations.  His 
Majesty  considers  himself  entitled  to  expect  that 
this  Republic  will  now. adopt  in  his  favor  a  like 
measure  -  during  the  disturbances  in  Spanish 
America,  or  for  such  other  period  as  it  may  be 
considered  proper  to  designate.  Such  is  the  spirit 
in  which  I  have  made  the  three  requests  to  your 
Gk)veroment,  stated  in  my  former  notes.  I  hope' 
that  the  present  observations  will  merit  a  favoca* 
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lih  r«oeptfoii  from  the  recti(a4e  feod  wisdom  of 
t^  Preside&t  and  of  yourself.  I  have  given  an 
account  to  my  QoreromeDt  of  all  these  partieu- 
krs,  sendiDg  it  a  copy  of  my  notes,  and  of  the 
answer  I  bad  the  honor  t<o  receive  from  you. 
And  in  the  meantime  I  ought  to  reiterate  to  you 
the  nK>st  positive  assurances  of  the  disposition  of 
the  King,  my  master,  to  maintain  and  to 
strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  and  good  under- 
standing with  these  States. 

At  the  conclusion  of  your  note  which  I  am  now 
answering^  you  are  pleased  to  make  known  to 
Dae  that  this  Goyernment  isanxioos  to  terminate, 
hy  means  of  a  friendly  negotiation  with  the  King, 
mjr  master,  all  pending  differences^  and  that  It 
will  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  President  to  know 
that  I  am  rested  with  powers  to  that  effect.  I 
hare  not  lost  any  time  in  communicating  to  my 
Borereign  this  desire  of  the  President,  and  I  wtlt 
have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  you  what 
His  Majesty  may  determine  on  this  point ;  nerer* 
theless,  I  ought  to  state  to  you,  that  although  it 
would  be  highly  flattering  to  me  to  treat  with 
fov,  as  your  penetration  and  rectitude  would  fa- 
cilitate the  arrangement  of  these  affairs,  yet  it 
.apjpears  to  me  that,  as  Mr.  Brving  has  not  yet 
slnled  from  the  United  States,  the  business  would 
be  cipedited  if  the  President  would  give  him 
power  and  ins^uotions  to  terminate  the  negotta* 
tteas  at  Madrid.  This  arrangement  cannot  pre- 
aobt  great  diflBcolties.  The  respective  rights  of 
each  Power  being  once  settled  by  common  agree- 
ment, a  friendly  understanding  being  had  on  each 
point  in  disoassion,  and  it  being  determined  what 
are  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  Spain  and  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  they  would  be  still  further  obviated  if 
yon  waaki  hare  the  goodness  to  inform  me,  frankly 
and  ptoialy^as  I  requested  in  a  former  letter,  what 
are  the  pretensions  of  right  which  the  United 
States  have  against  Spain,  and  what  are  those 
ite  their  own  convenience,  which  they  desire  to 
rtaliae  for  an  equiralent  which  may  be  advati- 
tafgeons  to  the  two  nations,  to  the  end  that,  with 
the  knowledge  I  have  acquired  of  the  mutoal  in- 
terests of  boui,  I  may  recommend  to  the  attention 
of  His  Majesty  these  particular  points. 

I  renew  to  you  my  respects,  and  pray  God  to 
niasef  ve  your  life  many  years. 

LUIS  DK  ONIS. 


Ocpff  qf  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  qf  State  to  the 
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DbF ABTMENT  OF  STkTB,  JutlB  10,  1816. 

Sia :  I  had  the  hanor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of 
Pebmary  2KM  soon  after  its  date,  and  to  comnro- 
nioate  it  to  the  President. 

Anxious  as  this  Government  has  been  to  ter- 
aainate  all  differences  with  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
OB  conditions  of  reciprocal  advantage,  and  with 
eqaal  honor  to  both  parties,  it  would  have  been 
very  satisfactory  to  the  President  to  have  found 
that  you  had  been  vested  with  full  power  to  ne- 
gotiate and  conclude  a  treaty  for  these  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  now  to  state  that  Mr.  Brving, 
Mtniater  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 


His  OalhoUc  Majesty,  has  hun  iditracied  'Oa 
these  important  sutjeets,  and  that)  as  the  views 
of  this  Government  are  just  and  liberal,  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  your  Government,  brfng- 
ing  to  the  negotiation  a  similar  disposition,  wul 
agree  tosnch  an  arrangement  as  will  be  oraraAlly 
advantageous  and  satisfactory  to  both  nations. 

However  agreeable  it  might  be  to  leave  these 
high  concerns  in  this  train,  without  further  4ii- 
cnssion  here,  it  is,  nevertheless,  proper  to  notwe 
some  passages  in  yonr  letter  or  February  8M, 
notwithstanding  the  clear  liffht  in  which  the  sub* 
jects  to  which  they  relate  nave  been  plaoed  in 
former  communications.  Yon  intimate,  in  your 
late  letter  of  May  SOth,  a  desire  to  reoeive  a  pai^ 
ticolar  answer  to  that  of  February  S9d ;  and  It  is 
just  that  you  should  see  that  my  silence  was  im* 
putable  to  the  cause  only  which  is  above  sug- 
gested. 

Yob  state  that,  as  that  portion  of  Looistana 
which  lies  eastward  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Iberville,  bad  been  ceded  by  France  to  Great 
Briuin  in  1763,  and  by  Great  Britaia  to  Spain 
in  1783,  it  could  not  be  comprised  in  the  cession 
of  Spain  to  France  in  1600,  nor  of  the  latter  to 
the  united  States  in.  1808;  and  yon  draw  this 
conclusion  from  the  supposed  import  of  the  term 
"retrocession^  used  in  the  two  latter  treaties; 
which,  you  say,  applies  to  that  portion  only  which 
Spain  bad  received  from  France.  My  interpre- 
tation of  these  treaties,  taking  into  view  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  this  subject,  is  very  different. 
As  to  the  term  "  retrocession,"  it  is  evident  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  it 
should  have  anv  effect  whatever  on  the  extent  of 
the  territory  ceded.  The  import  of  this  term  is 
too  vague,  and  the  tenn  itseli  was  used  in  a  man- 
ner too  casual  to  admit  such  an  inference,  even 
had  there  been  nothing  ebe  in  the  treaty  between 
Spain  and  France  of  1800,  to  show  that  the  con* 
strnetion  you  contend  for  ie  altogether  inconsist- 
ent with  the  manifest  intention  of  the  parties. 
The  import  of  this  term  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  saiisned,  if  the  whole  province  had  passed  in 
the  flrst  instance  from  France  to  Great  Britain, 
and  been  conveyed  afterwards  by  Great  Britain 
to  Spain,  and  by  Spain  back  again  to  France.  In 
regard  to  France  this  last  conveyance  would  have 
been  a  ^'retrocession,"  as,  by  it,  the  territory 
would  have  been  ceded  back  to  her.  It  was  verv 
natnral,  therefore,  that  this  term  ehoold  be  tised, 
being  applicable,  in  the  most  limited  sense  in 
which  it  can  be  taken,  to  at  least  nineceen-twen* 
tiethe  of  the  province,  and,  in  a  quatiied  sense^ 
to  the  whole.* 

Had  it  been  intended  to  exemnt  any  portion  of 
the  province  in  the  possession  or  Spain  from  the 
operation  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Udelonso,  it  would 
have  been  easv  to  have  done  it,  and  in  a  manner 
to  preclude  all  doubt  of  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties. It  might,  for  example,  have  been  stated  that 
Spain  ced^back  to  France  such  part  of  the  prov- 
ince  as  France  bad  ceded  to  Spain.  A  stipula- 
tion to  this  effect  would  have  been  eoncise,  simple, 
and  very  penpicuons;  it  would  have  rendmd 
useless  and  unneoessary  the  other  provisioac  af 
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artieie  in  rcgsrdlotlic  yotet  in  ^.i.v».<^.w., 
udl  ibr  nny  purpose  whaternr  the  irtt  of  theM 
provisions ;  or  tbey  might  linve  defined  ibe  extent 
of  the  eenion  bj  n  natortl  boundarjr/  which 
wonld  have  heeneqntllf  distinct  nnd  sntisfsetor^. 
Had  Spain  ceded  to  Fiance  all  that  portion  of 
I^uisiann  which  lies  westward  of  the  Mississtppj, 
^he  Ibef  TiUej  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont- 
ohttrtfaini  no  controversf  coold  erer  hav«  arisen 
bHween  France  and  Spain  respecting  tbv  east- 
ern limits,  as  to  wlmc  Spain  had  eeded  in  that 
qaarter,  and  what  she  had  retained ;  nor  contd 
there  have  been  one  between  the  United  States 
nnd  Spain*  Bf  Reclining  to  define  the  boundaries 
•f  Lonistaan,  eastward,  in  some  one  of  these  ob- 
vious and  perspicuous  modes,  it  is  just  to  con- 
clude tbnt  it  was  intentional ;  that  there  was  an 
object  in  it ;  and  what  that  object  was  is  soffi- 
oientiy  apparent  from  a  fair  construction  of  the 
provisions  of  the  nrffde  already  vodeed. 
By  the  Treaty  of  St,  lldefonso,  in  1800,  the 

Sovince  of  Ijonisiana  is  ceded  to  France  by 
pain,  '*  widi  the  name  extent  that  it  now  has  in 
the  hnnds  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France 
poesMsed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the 
treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain 
•nd  other  States*"  And  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
between  the  United  Slates  and  France,  this  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  between  France  tmi  Spain  is 
inserted  verbatim,  by  which  the  United  Slates 
are  plMCed  precisely  on  the  same  ground  on  which 
France  herself  stood. 

If  we  recur  to  the  several  provisions,  we  shall 
And  thtt  each  has  4  distinct  object,  folr  which  it 
*  would  not  have  beefi  kiecessary  to  ptovide,  espe- 
cially in  that  mode,  if  it  had  oeen  the  intention 
of  the  parties  that  no  portion  ot  West  Florida  in 
question  shooid  have  beeti  exempted  from  the 
cession.  By  Btip«l«ting  first  tliat  the  province 
wi*  ceded  ^^ with  the  snnlecxtMt  that  it  now  has 
in  the  hands  of  Spain/'  direct  reference  wme  made 
to  that  povtiim  of  West  Florida  lyioff  between 
the  Mississippi,  the  Ibervilie,  theLaxes  Aiaur^pas 
and  Pontchnrtrain,  nnd  the  Perdido.  This  pro- 
vision ommot  be  construed  as  alloding  to  any 
other  part  of  the  province,  and  its  sole  elect  was 
inlmded  to  be  to  include  it  in  the  cession  to 
France.  The  second  provision  is  equally  eiplicit, 
^^that  it  had  when  Franoe  po^essed  it.''  It  is 
known  that  Fraiace  had  held  the  province  to  thai 
•stent  before  the  treaties  of  1763,  by  which  she 
had  ceded  it  to  Spain  and  Great  Britain ;  and  by 
this  stipulation  it  was  ceded  back  to  her  in  the 
annfe  eouent,  so  far  as  Spain  could  do  it.  The 
third  provision  has  an  object  equally  distinct,  mnd 
'  is  the  more  imporunt,  because,  by  giving  it  its 
intended  #Ieet,  the  constmetion  given  to  the 
others  is  fully  confirmed— '^^  such  as  it  shonid  be 
afMr  the  trcntiea  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  States."  By  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  in  17do, 
the  boundaricS)  as  established  between  the  United 
Btaiee  and  Qreat  Brimin  in  1783,  and  the  free 
mtvigation  of  the  Mississippi  nre  confirmed,  with 
the  addition  of  the  right  ot  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans.   This  provision  appliee  to  this  tiNaty,.a»d 


likewise  to  the  ti%a%y  of  1783  between  ^feal 
BriUin  and  Spain,  by  which  West  Florida  was 
ceded  to  the  latter,  whereby  she  was  enabled  t6 
restore  it,  in  the  extent  contended  for,  to  France. 
In  regard  to  its  operation  on  the  treaty  of  1795, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  was  n 
provision  which  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
expect  from  the  good  faith  of  Spain. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  which  was  in  sub- 
stance taken  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
in  1805,  in  a  tie^otiation  with  your  Qovernment 
at  AranjoeK,  appears  to  me,  as  it  then  did,  to  be 
conducive.  You  urge,  however,  agafiaat  it^  that 
the  French  Government  had  stated  that  ft  was 
not  its  intention  to  cede  to  the  United  States  that 
portion  of  LenisiaMi  which  France  had  ceded  to 
Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  1763.  The  same 
declaration  was  made  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  Aranjuez,  in  td05,  for  the  same 
purpose  that  it  is  now  repeated.  A  just  regard 
to  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  fonnded  oft  th6 
cession  which  France  had  made  to  them,  with  i 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  transaction,  combined  with  a  due 
respect  to  the  Government  of  France,  dictated 
the  answer.  Tour  Government  was  informed 
that  the  American  Envoys  had  proposed  to  the 
French  CFovernment,  in  the  negotiation  which 
terminated  In  the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  in  1803,  that  its  boundaries 
should  be  defined  by  the  treaty;  to  which  the 
French  Government  did  not  accede,  pre^rring 
to  insert  in  it  an  extract  from  the  Treaty  of  St. 
fldefonso,  by  yhtch  the  province  had  been  ceded 
by  Spain  to  France,  with  intention  to  place  the 
United  States,  in  r^rd  to  Spain,  on  the  same 
ground  precisetv  that  France  held  herself  under 
the  Treaty  of  St.  lldefonso.  unprejudiced  by  any 
opinion  of  her  own.  Nothing  had  occurred  in 
the  negotintiott  with  Pninrce  to  excite  a  doubt  that 
the  Perdido  was  the  eastern  boundary  of  Louisi- 
ana. It  had  been  the  boundary  of  the  province 
when  held  by  France,  before  the  treaties  of  1763, 
and  it  was  madeso  again  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  llde- 
fonso, which  restored  it  to  her.  Such  was  the 
construction  which  the  American  Ministers  gave 
to  that  ^rMtfi  who  were  engaged  in  the  negotia- 
tion with  JEnrance ;  and  such  their  representation 
of  it  to  their  Government,  after  the  treaty  with 
France  was  concluded.  It  merits  particular  atten- 
tion that  when  yt>or  Government  was  requested 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  such  territory  as  they 
were  deshrotisof  obtaioing  prior  to  theiracquisition 
of  Louisiana,  it  replied  to  their  Minister  at  Madrid, 
by  a  tetter  of  May  3, 1603,  **  that,  by  the  retro- 
cession made  to  France  of  tiOuisiana,  that  Power 
regained  the  province  with  the  limits  it  had,  sav- 
ing the  rights  acquired  by  other  Powers;  and 
That  the  United  States  could  address  themselves 
to  the  French  Government  to  negotiate  the  ac- 
quisition of  territories  which  might  snit  their 
interest."  With  the  subject  thus  presented  be- 
fore the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the 
fair  construction  of  the  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
St.  lldefonso,  maintained  by  the  American  Min- 
ifiers  in  their  official  communication  accompn- 
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nying  the  treaty,  saocciooed,  aa  it  evidently  was. 
by  the  letter  of  your  Minister  of  State,  the  Treaty 
of  Paris  of  1803  was  ratified.  It  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  United  States  would  appeal, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  France,  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  extent  of  the  acquisition  which 
they  bad  made,  or  be  governed  by  any  opinion 
which  her  Government  might  express,  in  that 
stage,  respecting  it. 

With  respect  to  the  western  boundary  of  Lou- 
isiana, I  have  to  remark  that  this  Qovernment 
has  never  doubted,  since  the  treaty  of  1803,  that 
it  extended  to  the  Rio  Bravo.  Satisfied  I  am,  if 
the  claims  of  the  two  nations  were  submitted  to 
an  impartial  tribuoaJ,  who,  observing  the  princi- 
ples applicable  to  the  case,  and  tracing  facts,  as 
to  discovery  and  settlement,  on  either  side,  that 
such  would  be  its  decision.  The  discovery  of  the 
Mississippi  as  low  down  as  the  Arkansas,  m  1673, 
and  to  its  mouth,  in  1680^  and  the  establishment 
of  settlements  on  that  river,  and  on  the  bay  of 
St.  Bernard,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Colorado, 
in  1685,  unaer  the  authority  of  France,  when  the 
nearest  settlement  of  Spain  was  in  the  province 
of  Eanuco,  are  facts  which  place  the  claim  of  ihe 
United  States  on  ground  not  to  be  shaken.  It  is 
known  that  nothing  occurred  afterwards  on  the 
part  of  France  to  weaken  this  claim.  The  difiec- 
ence  which  afterwards  took  place  between  France 
and  Spain  respecting  Spanish  encroachments 
there^  and  the  war  which  ensued,  to  which  they 
contributed,  tend  ta  confirm  it. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  these  remarks 
in  reply  to  your  letter  of  Februarv  22d,  respect- 
ing the  ieastern  and  western  boundary  of  Louis- 
iana. The  subject  having  been  fully  treated  in 
several  notes  to  your  Crovefnment  in  1805^aDd 
particularly  in  those  of  March  8th  and  April  20(h 
of  that  year,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  them  for  a  fur- 
ther view  of  the  sentiments  of  thb  Qovernment 
on  the  subject. 

In  adverting  to  the  parts  of  your  letter  which 
relate  to  the  revolted  provinces  of  Spain  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  aid  which  yon  state  the  revolution- 
ary party  have  derived  from  the  United  States,  I 
cannot  avoid  expressing  equally  my  surprise  and 
regret.  I  stated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  January 
19th,  that  no  aid  had  ever  been  afibrded  them, 
either  in  men,  money,  or  supplies  of  any  kind,  by 
the  Government,  not  presuming  that  the  gratui- 
tous supply  of  provisions  to  the  unfortunate  peo^ 
pie  of  Caraccas,  in  consequence  of  the  calamity 
with  which  they  were  visited,  would  be  viewed 
in  that  light^  and  that  aid  to  them  from  oUr  citi- 
zens, inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  the  law  of  nations,  had  been 
prohibited,  and  that  the  prohibition  had  been  en- 
forced with  care  and  attention.  You  stated  in 
?rour  letter  of  January  2d,  that  forces  were  col- 
ecting  in  different  parts  of  our  western  and 
southern  country,  particularly  in  Kentucky^  Ten- 
nessee, and  Louisiana,  for  the  purpose  of  invad- 
ing the  Spanish  provinces.  I  stated  to  you,  in 
reply,  that  I  knew  of  no  such  collection  of  troops 
in  any  quarter,  and  that,  from  information,  de- 
rived from  the  highest  authorities,  X  was  satisfied 


that  nonesuch  had  been  made;    I  requested  yoo 
to  state  at  what  points  these  troops  were  col- 
leeted,  and  who  were  the  commanders.     Yaa 
have  sent  me,  in  reply,  extracts  of  letters  from 
persons  whose  names  are  withheld,  which  estab- 
lish none  of  the  facts  alleged  as  to  the  raising  o£ 
troops  in  the  United  States,  but  recite  only  rogue 
rumors  to  that  effect.    I  have  the  honor  to  traoa^ 
mit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  this  subject,  frona 
Mr.  Dick,  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Louisiana,  by  which  you  will  aee 
how  attentive  the  public  authorities  there  have 
been  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  orders  of  the  Government,  and 
how  little  they  have  deserved  the  charges  made 
against  them. 

As  I  cannot  doubt  that  you  have  taken  errone- 
ous impreasiona  from  the  misrepresentation  of 
partial  >or  misinformed  individuals,  and  that  you 
have  communicated  the  same  to  your  (3orern- 
ment,  I  rely  on  your  oandor  to  adopt  such  mea* 
sures  as  may  appear  best  calculated  to  place  the 
whole  subject  before  it  in  a  true  light.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  effort  which  the  President  ia 
now  making  to  adjust  our  differences  with  Spain 
should  have  the  desired  result;  and  it  is  presu- 
mable that  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  conduct 
of  the  United  States,  in  these  circumstances^ 
would  promote  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONROB. 


Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Diekf  Attorney  of  the  Xhii' 
tea  States  for  the  dUtriet  ofLouiiiana,  to  216^,  Mon^. 
roe,  enelotedto  Mr  Onie  in  the  Secretary  of  Siate*s 
letter  of  June  10,  1816. 

New  Obleans,  March  1, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  had  an  opportunity  of  pemaing 
the  letters  of  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  Envoy  Bx- 
traordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  addressed  to  you  under  d^tcM 
of  the  30th  of  December  and  the  2d  of  January. 
As  these  letters  dwell  largely  upon  transactions 
affecting  the  neutirality  of  the  United  States, 
which  are  said  to  have  occurred,  and  to  be  still 
occurring  here^  and  as  they  charge  the  public  au- 
thorities of  this  «ity  with  givins,  in  the  fsce  of 
the  President's  proclamation  oi  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember last,  protection  and  support  to  the  enemies 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  I  think  it  not  improper 
to  address  you  in  relation  to  these  charges. 

It  is  afilrmed  by  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  *'aad 
it  is,"  says  he,  *'  universally  public  and  notorfooa, 
that  a  factious  baud  of  insurgents  and  incendia- 
ries continue  with  impunity,  in  the  nrovince  of 
Louisiana,  and  especially  in  New  Orleans  and 
Natchitocnes,  the  uninterrupted  system  of  raising 
and  arming  troops  to  light  the  flame  of  revolution 
in  the  kingdom  of  New  Spain.  All  Louisiana," 
he  continues,  "  has  witnessed  these  armamentSy 
the  public  enlistments,  the  transportation  of  arms, 
the  junction  of  the  insurgents,  and  their  hostile 
and  warlike  march  from  the  territory  of  this 
Republic  against  the  possessions  of  a  friendly  and 
neighboring  Power." 
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No  troops  at  praaent  Ate,  or  at  any  former  pe- 
riod were,  opeaiy  raifted,  armed)  or  enlisted,  at 
Natebitoches,  or  at  New  Orleans,  or  at  any  other 
point  within  the  Slate  of  Louisiana.    Arms  ha? e 
been  transported  from  this  place^  hy  sea  and  other- 
wise, as  ohjects  of  mercnandiss,  and  probably 
haTo  been  disposed  of  to  some  of  the  revolution- 
ary governments  of  New  Spain.    It  has  not  been 
supposed  here  that  there  was  any  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Sutes,  any  prorision  by  treatjr,  or  any  prin- 
ciple of  national  law,  that  prohibits  this  species 
of^commeree.    It  was  eonstdered  that  the  nur- 
obasiog  and  exporting,  by  way  of  merchandise, 
of  articles  termed  contraband^  were  free  alike  to 
both  bdiigerentsi  and  that,  if  oar  citizens  en- 
gaged in  it,  they  would  be  abandoned  to  the 
penalties  which  the  laws  of  war  authorize. 

What  is  said,  too,  about  the  junction  of  the 
insurgents,  and  their  hostile  and  warlike  march 
from   the  territory  of  the  United  States  against 
the  possessions  of  Spain,  is  unfounded.    In  the 
Summer  of  the  year  1813,  a  band  of  adrentnrers, 
witbout  organization,  and  apparently   without 
any  definite  object,  made  an  locursion  into  the 
proTinee  of  Texas,  as  far  as  San  Antonio,  by  the 
w^ay  of  Nacogdoches.    No  doobt  many  of  the 
persons  belonging  to  this  party  passed  by  the  way 
of  Natchitoches,  but  separately,  in  no  kind  of 
military  array,  and  under  such  circumstances  as 
to  preclude  the  interference  of  the  civil  or  mili- 
tary authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
State  of  Looisiana. 

What  could  be  effected  ia  this  respect  was 
done;  twice  in  the  years  1811,-^18,  parties  of  ad- 
TOBturers,  who  had  assembled  between  the  Rio 
•Hondo  and  the  Sabine,  (the  neutral  territory,) 
were  dispersed  by  the  garrison  of  Natchitoches, 
their  huts  demolished,  and  their  whole  establish- 
ment broken  up. 

The  party  that  marched  upon  @an  Antonio 
assembled  to  the  west  of  the  Sabine,  beyond  the 
operation  of  our  laws,  and  from  thence  carried 
on  their  operations.  So  far  from  troops,  upon 
this  occasion,  assemblioe  at  different  points,  form- 
ing a  junction  within  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  marching  thence,  I  am  assured, 
br  various  and  most  repectable  authorities,  that, 
ailhoogh  it  was  geneially  understood  at  Natchi- 
toches that  some  enterprise  was  on  foot,  it  was 
extraordinary  to  see  two  of  the  persons  supposed 
to  be  engaged  in  it  together.  The  officer  com- 
manding at  th»t  time  the  United  States  troops  at 
Natchitoches  (Major  Wolstoncraft)  oflfered  his 
services  to  the  civil  authorities  in  aid  of  the  laws, 
and  to  preserve  inviolate  the  neutrality  which 
they  enforce. 

In  consequence,  several  individuals  found  with 
arms  were  arrested;  they  alleged  that  they  were 
hunters ;  and  there  beins  no  evidence  to  the  con^ 
trary,  or  rather  no  proof  of  their  being  engaged 
in  any  illegal  underiakinj^,  they  were,  of  course, 
discharged.  So  well  satisfied,  indeed,  were  the 
Spanish  authorities  of  the  adjoining  province 
that  neither  otir  Qovernment  nor  its  agents  gave 
succors  or  countenance  to  this  expedition,  that, 
during  the  time  they  knew  it  to  be  organizing, 


they  applied  to  the  garrisoo  at  Natehiteches  for 
an  escort  to  bring  in  some  specie,  which  was  im- 
mediately grantM. 

Toledo*  who,  at  the  time  of  its  defeat,  com- 
manded tne  party  that  penetrated  to  San  Antonio, 
came  to  this  city  in  the  Autumn  of  1814,  when 
he  was  immediately  arrested,  and  recognized  to 
answer,  at  the  succeeding  term  of  the  federal 
court,  to  a  charge  of  setting  on  foot,  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States^  a  military  expedi- 
tion or  enterprise,  to  be  earned  on  from  thence 
against  the  territories  pr  dominions  of  the  King 
of  Spain ;  six  months  having  passed,  and  no  tes^ 
timony  whatever  appearing  against  him,  his  re- 
cognizance was  delivered  no. 

After  the  discomfiture  ot  the  party  under  To- 
ledo, no  enterprise  destined  to  aid  the  revolution- 
ists of  New  S|»in  appears  to  have  been  set  on 
foot  from  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States,  until 
late  in  the  Summer  of  last  year,  when  it  was 
rumored  that  a  party,  under  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Perry,  was  forming  for  that  purpose  somewhere 
on  the  western  coast  of  Louisiana.  Upon  the  first 
intimation  that  thtsenterprise  was  meditated,  steps 
were  taken  here  to  frustrate  it  Nothing  occurred 
to  justify  prosecutions  or  arreau ;  a  large  quantity 
of  arm%  however,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  this 
party,  were  seized  on  the  river,  and  detained  at 
the  custom-house  for  several  months ;  and  Com- 
modore Patterson,  commanding  naval  officer  on 
this  station,  instructed  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, cruising  in  the  neighbor  hood  of  the  sus- 
pected place  orrendezvoua,(Belleisle,  at  the  mouth 
of  Bayou  Teche,)  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
rumors  in  circulation,  and,  if  verified,  to  use  the 
force  under  their  respective  commands  in  dis- 
persing the  persons  assembled,  and  in  frustrating 
their  illegal  intentions.  In  obedience  to  these 
orders,  the  coast,  as  far  as  the  Sabine,  was  ex- 
amined^ and  no  persons^  discovered.  It  is  now 
ascertained  that  Perry,  Humbert,  and  their  foU 
lowers,  inconsiderable  in  number,  passed  sepa- 
ratelv  through  Atukapas,  and  assembled  about 
two  leagues  to  the  west  of  the  Sabine.  Thence 
they  embarked  for  some  place  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  were  wrecked,  dispereed,  and  their  plans, 
whatever  they  were  totally  defeated. 

I  have  in  the  foregoing  detail,  sir,  given,  partly 
from  information  entitled  to  perfect  confidenee. 
and  partly  from  my  own  knowledge,  a  brief  ana 
hurried  outline  of  two  fruitless  attempts  of  a  hand- 
ful of  restless  and  nninflnential  individuals,  stimu- 
lated by  the  deaire  of  aiding  the  cause  of  Mexicaa 
independence,  or  that  of  bettering  their  own  for- 
tunes. These  are  the  only  military  enterprises 
against  the  dominions  of  the  Spanish  Crowtf  that 
have  drawn  any  portion  of  their  aid  or  support 
from  Louisiana :  in  both,  the  mass  of  adventurers 
was  composed  of  Spaniards,  Frenchmen,  and 
Italians.  I  need  not  say  that  these  enterprises, 
whether  in  aid  of  the  revolutionists  or  merely 
predatory,  were  not  only  feeble  and  insignificant, 
but  that  they  were  formed  under  circumstances 
which  forbid  a  surmise  of  their  being  sanctionea 
or  connived  at*  Svery  man  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  public  feeling  throughout  the  soothera 
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«iid  western  eeetions  of  the  United  States  knowB 
-that  had  our  GoyernmeiK  bat  maniflBBted  the 
slightest  dispositioD  to  saoctioD  eaierprises  id  aid 
of  the  rerolationists  of  New  Spain,  the  the  con- 
dition of  these  provinces  would  not  at  this  day  he 
doobtfal. 

It  is  said  that  troops  bare  been  recently  en- 
listed, and  that  expeditions  hare  been  preparing, 
or  are  prepared,  in  this  city  to  invade  the  domin- 
ions or  Spain.  The  enlisting  of  men  and  the 
preparing  of  enterprises,  or  the  means  for  enter- 
prises, of  the  kind  spoken  of,  cannot  be  accom- 
plished without  means,  or  be  carried  on  in  the 
midst  of  a  populous  city  in  sohtude  and  silenoe. 
Yet  it,  is  known,  in  the  first  place,  that  neither 
Mr.  Toledo  nor  Mr.  Herrera  bad  or  have  pecu- 
niary means  for  such  purposes ;  and,  in  the  sec- 
ond, so  far  as  negative  proof  can  go,  or  so  far  as 
the  absence  of  one  thing  implies  another,  it  is 
most  certain  that  no  enlistments  have  taken  place, 
and  that  no  expeditions,  or  the  means  of  expedi- 
tions, have  been  prepared  or  are  preparing  nere. 

A  r^rd  to  truth  makes  it  necessary  to  sav  that 
what  is  alleffed  respecting  the  arming  and  fitting 
out  of  vessels  vrithia  the  waters  of  Louisiana,  to 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  revolutionary 
ffovernments  against. the  subjects  or  property  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  is  unfounded.  At  no  period 
flince  the  commencement  of  the  strugglo  between 
the  Sftukish  oohmies  and  the  motlwr  country 
have  vessels^  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
eolonies,  hete  permitted  to  fit  out  and  urtD,  or  to 
augment  thehr  force  At  New  OrlesDs,  tft  elsewlrere 
within  the  dtate  of  Louisiana.. 

On  the  c^trary,  it  is  notorious  that  to  no  one 
poiot  of  dutyimve  the  civil  and  military  autfaori* 
lies  of  the  United  States  directed  more  strenu- 
ously, or,  it  is  believed,  more  suoeessfully,  their 
attention,  than  to  the  diseoveringand  suppression 
of  all  attempts  to  violate  th^  laws  in  these  re- 
epeots.  Attempts  to  violate  Aem  bv  fitting  oui 
«nd  amiing,  and  by  augmenting  the  force  ofves- 
sels,  have  no  doiibt  been  frequent,  but  certainly 
in  no  instance  succeosAil,  except  where  condunsted 
under  circumstances  of  concealment  that  eluded 
discovery  and  almost  suspicion,  or  where  carried 
on  at  some  remote  point  of  the  coast  beyond  the 
reach  of  detection  or  discovery.  In  every  instatace 
where  it  was  known  that  these  illegfsi  acts  werte 
uttempting,  or  where  it  was  afterwards  dliMsoVered 
that  ihey  had  been  committed,  the  persons  en- 
gaged, as  far  as  they  were  known,  have  been 
prosecuted,  while  the  Vessels  fitted  out,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  fitted  out,  have  been  seixed  and 
libelled,  under  the  act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794 ; 
and  when  captures  have  been  made  by  vessels 
thus  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  which  their  force 
waa  augmented  or  increased  within  our  waters, 
where  the  propeirty  taken  was  brought  within  our 
jurisdiction,  or  even  found  upon  the  high  seas  by 
one  cruisers,  and  brouf^ht  in,  it  has  been  restored 
to  the  original  Spanish  owners,  and,  in  some 
ittstaaces,  damages  awarded  against  the  captors. 

An  enumerauoa  of  the  cases  in  which  indi- 
viduals have  been  prosecuted  for  infringing,  or 
attempting  to  inlHoge,  our  neutrality,  in  aid  of 


the  governments  of  New  Spain,  and  in  which 
vessels  have  been  seized  and  libelled,  under  tine 
act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  vessels  and  propertv  restored  to  the  origi- 
nal Sponish  owners,  (ooonning  the  whole  To  the 
operations  of  the  year  commencing  March,  1815, 
and  ending  February,  1816,)  will  ^owmore  eott- 
cUisively,  perhaps,  than  anything  else  can,-  hour 
totally  without  foundation  are  the  complaints  -of 
Spain  on  this  head. 

ne  nameM  tf  tn^^duab  prtMefOtd  in  the  dUiriei 
eoiirt  of  ike  tMied  Statm  for  the  Louieiima  d^ 
triet,  during  the  yteer  1815,  fgt  mokUing,  or  «f« 
femfting  -to  vhlate,  the  neutralUy  of  the  UnUed 
Statea^  tn  md  ^  the  GtmmmeMe  of  Ifte  IkmUtf 
Ppovmeee  of  Tkw  Orimmia  tmd  </  ^  GMM 
Pro9mee9  of  Mfxieo, 

Jos6  Alvarex  de  Toledo,  Romatn  Tery, 

Julius  Ciesar  Amaxoni,  Pierre  Soeoiesoo, 

Vincent  Gamble,  Bernard  Bourdin. 
John  Rbbinson, 

Utt  of  vesede  libeiied  for  ilUgal  ou^,  in  aid  rf  the 
$ame  Gotfommenti,  during  the  $ame  period. 

Brig  Flora  Americana,  restored. 
Schooner  Presidente,  condemned. 
Schooner  Petit  Milan,  condemned. 
Schooner  General  Bolivar,  discontinued. 
Schooner  Eugenia,  alias  Indiana,  condemned* 
Schooner  Two  Brothers,  restored. 

BnumeroHan  ofweeeU  andprop&ty  kw^  wMdi 
the  Louiiiana  dietriet,  amtwid  under  the  fkifi  md 
by  the  uuthorihf  ef  the  thtttemmmii  of  ikw  €ffw 
nadaandofmixteOttibeUedontkepariofthemigi' 
nal  Spaniek  oisf)ers,ofuf  rtetored  t^Don  thegrmmd 
that  the  eapturing  vaaeie  had  bemJUtedoui  tmd 
armed,  or  hiad  tlSr  foru  augmentedt  tPiMtis  4Jke 
waten  of  the  XJnUed  Statee, 

1.  Schooner  Cometa,  restored  April,  1815. 

2.  Schooner  Dorada,  proceeds  restored  16ch 
May,  1815,  #3,050. 

3.  Schooner  Amiable  Maria,  pHiceeds  resiored 
16ih  May,  1815, 93,850. 

4.  Schooner  fii^rimento,  teetored  3d  Angust. 

5.  The  polacre  brig  De  Regie  and  eaigo,  pro- 
ceeds restored  18th  0ecember,  1815,  $19^09  50. 

Schooner  Alerta  and  cargo,  being  the  proceeds 
of  the  capture  of  about  eighteen  small  vessula, 
restored  18th  December,  1815,  $63,159  05. 

Damages  awarded  to  the  original  owners  againat 
the  captors  in  the  two  forMroiog  cases,  $55,S78  97. 

7.  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Petit  hiilan,  re- 
stored February,  1816,  $3,444  31. 

8.  The  cargo  of  the  Schooner  Prehidenle^  Feb- 
ruary 1, 1816,  $10,931  15. 

9.  Schooner  Sankita  and  cargo,  restored  Feb- 
ruary 1, 1816,  $37,963  94. 

The  preceding  account  {$[  Spanish  mr<^rfy 
restored  to  the  original  proprietors,  after  Vsiof  ia 
possession  of  the  enemies  of  Spain,  is  defective, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  comprehend  the  whde 
of  the  oases  of  restoration  that  have  talDsn  plaee 
within  the  period  to  which  the  detail  is  conflaed ; 
the  very  hasty  manner  in  whieh  I  have  made 
this  enumeration  did  not  admit  of  a  more  actUYaie 
statement    The  principal  eases,  howevtr,  ate 


XAd 


Mca 


ffitfiffrrip  -••■^  iTiMii'ii 


^ 


JUcMed  in  ii.  la  atvf ral  «ihf r  oMfs,  wbert  ibe 
ppoH^'T  was  ekiine4  for  tbe  oriffiiwl  Spuiuh 
oirners,  tbe  claims  wera  dismjssed,  Daeaase  it  did 
Aot  api^aaf  tbat  any  TMatioa  of  oar  oeatraUty 
h^  taken  place. 

Tbe  captaring  vessels  were  not  armed,  nor 
their  lorce  angmenled  wltbin  oar  jarisdietion } 
not  bad  tbe  captures  been  made  witbin  a  marine 
Icwgue  of  ooT  snore.  Tbe  pnociplee  tbat  j^aided 
the  decisions  of  tbe  coar t,  as  well  in  restoring  tbe 
pxop^tjr  oaptaredi  wbere  oor  neatral  mf  ans  bad 
Deea  as  dias  in  declining  all  interference  wbere 
that  was  Bol  tbe  case,  manifestt  I  tbink^  a  dispo* 
sition  t0|  aa4  aa  exercise  of,  tbe  moit  rigid  neu- 
tiali^-  between  tbe  parties. 

I  bave  tbe  btonor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  DICK. 


AwnMe  Ascp^ary  ofSUdp to  Omrgt  W,  Enring. 

Depabthbiit  of  State, 

Marck  11,  iai6. 

Sib:  To^  will  set  oa|  in  dispbarge  of  tbe  da- 
ties  of  year  mission  to  Spain  as  soon  after  tbe 
receipt  of  tbis  letter  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit, Oor  relations  wilb  tbat  country  are,  from 
ma^y  causes,  becoming  dailjr  more  and  more 
interesting.  Tbejr  will  require  yoar  assiduoufi 
and  zealous  attention  as  soon  as  you  are  recog* 
nised  by  tbe  Spanisb  Qovernment. 

Tbe  restoration  of  tbe  diplomatic  intercourse 
between  tbe  two  countries,  long^  interrupted  by 
causes  veil  known  to  yoii,  presents  a  favorable 
opportanityfor  tbe  settlemeat  of  every  difference 
witb  tbat  Power.  Tbe  President  bas  already 
manifested  bis  sincere  desire  to  take  advantage 
of  it  for  tbat  purpose,  and  bopes  that  tbe  Spanisb 
Government  oberisbes  a  similar  disposition. 

Tbe  primary  causes  of  difference  proceeded 
from  spoliations  on  tb'eir  coaimerce,  for  wbicb 
Spain  is  beld  responsible^  the  justice  of  wbicb 
sbe  admitted  by  i^  convention  $  and  from  tbe  re* 
fusal  of  tbe  Spanisb  Goverameat  to  settle  on 
just  principles  tbe  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  and 
to  compensate,  on  like  principles,  for  tbe  injuries 
arJaing  from  tbe  suppression  of  tbe  deposits  at 
New  Orleans  in  the  oreacb  of  tbe  treaty  of  1795^ 
Tbe  grounds  of  these  differences  bave  been  so 
often  discussed,  and  tbe  justice  of  our  claims  so. 
completely  established  in  the  instructions  here* 
tofore  given,  and  in  comn^nai/eatioqs  witb  the 
SpapisaCkivemment,  that  it  is  thonght  unaeces? 
sarjr  to  eater  into  them  in  this  leuer.  Other  in- 
jarMa  bava  likewise  b^n,  since  received  from 
Spain,  particularly  in  tbe  Ute  war  with  Qreat 
Britaia,  to  which  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to 
advert.  1  sball  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  such 
pa^ra  reli|tiag  to  our  claims  in  every  insti^nqe, 
u  will  place  their  merits  in  a  just  light. 

In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Onis,  shortly  after 
tbff  lata  correspondence  witb  him,  be  intimated 
tbat  bi^  Government  was  sincerely  desirous  of 
Killing  these  differences,  ^nd,  tha^  it  might  be 
willine  to  cede  its  claim  to  territory  on  tbe  easft^ 
em  side  of  tbe  Mississippi,  in  satisfaction  of 
eltims,  an4 1^  ezcbangefor  territory  op  t^  if)^« 


era  side.  He  expieised  also  a  desire  tbat  the 
negotiation  aiigbt  take  place  at  Biadrid,  rather 
than  in  tbis  city.  It  was  exaected  tbat  be  bad 
been  already  furnished  with  full  powers  to  aego* 
tiate  such  a  treaty,  and  it  would  be  more  agrees 
able  to  coadude  it  here  if  be  bad  suck  powaia, 
or  might  sooa  procufe  tbem«  provided  there  was 
any  ground  to  hope  an  early  termination  of  it. 
But,  from  the  experience  we  bave  already  had, 
it  may  be  fairly  apprehended  tbat  a  n^otiatioa 
here  would  lead  to  verjr  extraordinary  delays, 
which  it  is  wished  to  avoid. 

Tbe  President  will  soon  decide  on  tbe  whole 
sobiect;  after  which,  yoa  sball  be  duly  instructed 
of  the  course  to  be  pursued^  and  of  the  measures 
to  be  taken.  Tbese  instructions  shall  be  ft)rward- 
ed  to  yon  at  Madrid  by  Mr.  Henry  B.  Smith. 


Exirmi  of  a  l^Ut  from  ih^  S$tHhry  rf  SkfUia 

Gtorgt  W,  Ermng, 

DipaaTiiBiiT  OF  Statb,  Mmf  dO,  1816. 

Sia :  To  enable  you  to  mdce  tbe  experiment 
on  which  tbe  President  has  again  decided  to  set- 
tle our  differences  with  Spain,  I  enclose  a  letter 
of  instruction,  wbicb,  being  shown  to  the  Spanisb 
Goverameat,  will  be  yoor  authority  for  the  pur- 
poeew 

Aa.  the.  justice  af  tbe  claims  of  tbe  Uakad 
States  in  every  instanea  bas  been  fully  eaiab« 
lisbed  in  former  diseusstoas,  the  daoameats  relar 
tiag  to  wbicb  are  ia  yoor  posseauao,  I  sball  aot 
eater  iato  tbe  subject  la  that  view^  It  caa  hardly 
be  pieeumed  tbat  tbe  Spanisb  Qovernmeot,  aftec 
what  bas  passed,  will  oe  desiioas  a£  reeumiag 
tbis  discussioa.  Should  sucb  a  dispositioa  bo 
manifested,  those  documeais  will  eaabla  yoa  ta 
place  tbe  subject  ia  a  propat  light.  1  sbiil  pro* 
ceed,  therefore,  to  state  the  eonditioae  oa  which 
tbe  seitl^eaeal  may  now  be  made. 

Tbe  United  States  oomplaiaed,  in  1805,  of  ia* 
juries  from  Spain-— 

1st.  By  Moliatioae  on  ibeir  eommerae ; 

2d.  By  the  suppression  of  tlM  deposite  at  New 
Orleans}  and, 

3d.  By  the  lafnsal  of  the  Spaaiab  Goverameat 
to  settle  tbe  booadaries  of  Louisiaaa  on  jusa 
prin^ipks. 

Of  spoliationt  these  ware  two  eksses :  tba  ioft 
consisted  of  aeicnres  made  af  Ameiicaa  vesfela 
by  Spanisb  cruisers ;  the  second,  of  seizaiea  af 
otbas  of  our  Vi^ssela  by  Fcaack  craisen,  who 
carried  tb<eia  ial9  Spanish  ports,  wkem  ti^ay  were 
condeopwed  by  Freaf  b  Consuls*  For  the  int 
class,  pravisioa  was  nuide  by  a  coaveatiaB  b^ 
iween  tb^  two  Governmeata  at  MadriA  beafiag. 
data  oa  the  lltb  of  Aagtist,  1808^  wbiab  tba 
Spanish  Government  afterwards  latused  lo  tat>« 
f V.  For  tba  second,  no  provision  was  ^ver  nwde, 
though  the  claim  was  speeially  leserved  in  tbat 
coavaatioa.  Tbe  soppressioa  of  tbe  deposite  at 
New  Orleans  was  in  direct  vioiatioA  of  an  acttele 
of  the  treatjf  of  1795.  By  tb#  aeisioa  of  Louisi- 
ana, tbe  Qniud  States  claiia  (aadb  as  they  thiak, 
have  proved  bv  a  dear  titled  all  the  tenitory  ly» 
iag  Www»  (be  Pecdido,  on  OiaeasiaEa  side  af 
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the  Mississippi,  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  on  the  western. 
Thef  well  koow  thttFraoee  would  bare  claimed 
to  the  same  extent  had  she  not  made  the  cession ; 
though,  as  th.e  French  Qovernment  declined  de- 
fining the  boundaries  by  the  treaty,  as  was  de- 
sired, no  appeal  was  made  to  it  by  this  QoTern- 
ment,  or  thought  proper  afterwards  respecting 
them. 


Bxtraei  of  a  Utter  Jrom  JUbr,  Erving  to  iht  Seeretary 

o/SiaicdaUd 

Madrid,  AuguH  29, 1816. 
Mr.  Henry  B.  Smith  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the 
36th  of  July,  and  at  Madrid  on  the  10th  instant; 
by  him  I  received  your  letters  of  May  .30  and  31, 
the  new  cipher,  the  special  power  to  negotiate, 
and  the  other  papen  therein  referred  to.  It  was 
after  duly  deliberating  on  those  and  the.  several 
instrnetions  which  bad  preceded  them,  that  I 
formed  my  first  note  to  Mr.  Cevallbs ;  this  was 
sent  to  him  on  the  26th  instant,  a  copy  of  it  (No. 
6)  is  herewith  submitted. 

No.  6. 
J6-.  Erving  to  Mr.  CevaUoi. 

Madrid,  Augutt  26,  1816. 

Sir:  The  President  is  sincerely  desirous  of 
establishing  the  relations  of  amity  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  on  a  solid  basis,  and 
that  every  obstacle  to  a  peirmanent  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  countries  should  be 
removed  by  arrangements  honorable  and  advan- 
tageous to  both ;  he  does  not  doubt  of  finding 
corresponding  dispositions  on  the  part  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  therefore  has  readily  acceded 
to  the  particular  wishes  of  His  Majesty  by  re- 
ceiving Mr.  Oois,  and,  in  the  same  friendly  con- 
fidence, has  ordered  me  to  repair  to  this  Court. 

I  am  specially  instructed  to  discuss  and  to  set* 
tie  with  your  excellency  all  the  ancient  causes 
of  misunderstanding,  as  well  as  the  questions 
growing  out  of  recent  occurrences,  which  are  of 
a  character  unfavorable  to  the  object  in  view.  It 
is  desirable  that  no  matter  of  future  contention 
or  jealousy  should  remain  to  put  at  hazard  -or  to 
interrnpt  tboffood  intelligence  which  the  United 
Sutes  are  always  disposed  to  maintain  with 
Spain,  and  to  all  the  advantages  of  which  His 
MajeatyVi  Qoveroment  cannot  but  be  wholly 


In  tiaoeactiona  where  the  parties  enter  with 
sueh.  diapoaitiona  and  such  motives  to  accord,  a 
frank  exposition  of  all  the  grounda  of  complaint 
ia  at  once  the  moat  juat  and  the  moat  judicioua 
eoutae ;  for  to  auppreaa  or  to  smother  any  of  them 
in  condescension  to  temporary  considerations,  is 
but  to  leave  the  aeeda  of  future  discord,  and  to 
BUbatitute  palliatives  and  expedients  for  satisfac- 
tory and  solid  amnffcments. 

It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  I  should  state  dis- 
tinctly all  the  points  on  which  the  United  States 
seek  for  redress  and  indemnity,  commencing  with 
those  claima  which  have  heretofore  been  the  sub- 
ject of  unauccessful  negotiation.  I  am  well  per- 
suaded that  the  whole  can  now  be  aetiied  in  a 


manner  satisfactory  to  both  jfiarties,  and  wichoac 
reviving  whatever  animosities  they  may  have 
originally  given  rise  to. 

In  the  present  exposition  I  may  also  forbear 
to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  principal  subjecta 
to  which  it  refers ;  because  these  have,  for  the 
mosr  part,  in  some  form  or  other,  been  already 
brooffht  to  the  view  of  the  Spanish  Government ; 
and  because  vour  excellency,  in  particular,  has 
the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  them. 

The  first  point  to  which  I  must  call  vour  at- 
tention is,  the  claim  of  my  Government  tor  com« 
pensation  to  its  citizens  on  account  of  the  ravages 
committed  on  their  commerce  previous  to  the 

Sear  1802 ;  this  is  an  object  which  the  United 
tales  never  have,  and  never  can,  lose  aiffht  of; 
indeed,  the  justice  of  the  claim  has  already  been 
admitted  by  the  Spanbh  Government  in  a  con- 
vention negotiated  and  siffned  by  your  exoellenef 
on  the  11th  August,  18(3.  The  United  States 
still  expect  that  this  claim  shall  be  adjusted  upon 
principles  of  law  and  equity,  which  cannot  be 
called  into  question  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

In  the  same  manner,  the  United  States  expect 
that  compenaation  will  be  made  for  all  the  inju* 
riea  done  to  their  commerce,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Spaniah  Government,  or  within  its  juris- 
diction, previous  to  the  date  of  said  convention, 
not  embraced  by  it.  and  the  claim  for  which  was 
specially  reserved  by  that  convention,  as  well  as 
for  all  similar  injuries  subsequent  to  its  date. 

The  suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans in  the  year  1802,  violating  the  treaty  of 
1795,  forms  another  claim  of  great  importance. 

Causes  of  misunderstanding,  of  a  later  date, 
and  of  another  character,  accumulated  princi- 
pally during  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  These  were  of  so  unfriendly, 
and,  in  many  cases^  of  so  violent  a  nature,  as  to 
threaten  an  immediate  and  serious  rupture  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain ;  buL  hap- 
pily, the  pacific  policy  which  has  uniformly 
characterized  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
towards  Spain  was  still  upheld  bv  considerations 
highl)r  honorable  to  the  moral  character  of  the 
American  Government— considerations  growing 
out  of  the  then  unhappy  domestic  state  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  the  miseries  and  disorders  to 
which  a  most  unjust  foreign  invasion  had  made 
it  a  prey;  the  American  Government  always 
trusting  that  Spain,  on  the  re-establishment  of  its 
national  independence,  and  the  restoration  of 
regular  government  and  tranquillity,  would  read- 
ily attend  to  the  just  demands  of  the  United 
States,  and  cheerfully  embrace  their  conciliatory 
proposals. 

Itwillsufllce  for  the  present  that  I  mention 
but  succinctly  the  principal  matters  above  ad- 
verted to.    These  are — 

1st.  The  encouragement  which  was  given  by 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  East  Florida  to  the 
Indian  tribes  in  QeorgiB.  and  generally  on  the 
southern  frontier,  td  make  war  on  the  United 
Slates. 

2d.  The  aid.  given  to  them  in  that  war. 


iO 


i«ei 


APPENDIX. 


uei 


RelaHanB  vith  9pain, 


•  3d*  The  aid  afforded  to  Gkeat  Britain,  by  per- 
mittiDff  supplies  to  be  sent  through  East  Florida 
to  the  IndiaD  tribes;  and  afterwards  by  allowing 
her  to  establish  a  place  of  arms  in  that  province, 
for  the  parpose  or  encouraging  and  supporting 
the  Indians  in  their  savage  war. 

These  acts  were  evident  and  verjr  important 
violations  of  the  neutrality  which  Spam  was 
bound  to  observe  between  the  belligerents. 

Her  duties  as  a  neutral  Power  were  altosether 
lost  sight  of  when  the  United  States  frigate 
''  Essex"  was  attacked  in  the  bay  of  Valparaiso. 

The  seizure  of  American  property  and  the  im- 
prisonment of  American  citizens,  in  various 
modes  and  under  various  pretexts,  both  in  the 
Peninsula  and  in  the  colonies,  afforded  unequiv- 
ocal indications  of  an  unfriendly  temper.  Seve- 
ral of  these  acts  may  hereafter  require  special 
representations  on  mT  P^^ ;  tny  present  object  is 
to  bring  them  generally  to  yonr  view.  The  Pres- 
ident relies  upon  the  just  sense  which  His  Ma- 
jesty must  entertain  of  the  important  crisis  in 
our  affairs  which  silch  events  are  of  a  nature  to 
produce  for  the  adoption  of  a  policy  coneenial  to 
the  Interests  of  both  countries ;  and  the  President 

Sersuades  himself  that  the  same  just  and  amica- 
ie  disposition  will  be  prompt  in  affording  the 
satisfaction  required  for  the  injuries  complained 
of^  and  that  thus  a  state  of  lasting  peace  and 
friendly  Intercourse  may  be  secured  between  two 
countries  whose  relative  situations  and  interests 
render  that  slate  so  peculiarly  desirable. 

Finally,  the  questions  respecting  boundaries, 
which  have  heretofore  been  supposed  to  offer 
some  obstacles  to  a  settlement  of  other  differ* 
eaces,  the  American  (Government  considers  as 
susceptible  of  amicable  adjustment;  and  I  am 
instructed  to  treat  with  your  excellency  jon  that 
sabject.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Q.  W.  BRTINO. 


Eceiraei  of  a  Utter  fi^m  J6-.  Erving  to  the  Seeretarv 

ofStatfi,  dated 

Sbptbmbbe  23, 1816. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Cendlos,  ob  the  13ih  insunt,  a 
note  (of  which  the  enclosed  paper  No.  3  is  a 
copy)  inviting  his  attention  to  my  note  of  An* 
gust  26th ;  and,  on  the  14th  instant,  I  again 
wailed  on  that  Minister,  for  the  purpose  of  again 
urging  him  to  reply  to  my  said  note^  He  made 
the  same  excuses  for  his  delay  as  he  had  before 
made*  ^ 

On  the  15th  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Ce- 
vallos  a  note  of  the  same  date ;  a  copy  of  it  (No. 
3)  is  herewith  enelosed ;  I  also  submit  to  you 
(No.  4)  a  copy  of  my  reply,  of  the  19th  insUnt, 
to  that  note* 

You  will  observe,  sir,  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  determiaa- 
tion  of  the  King,  as  oommnnioated  by  Mr.  Ce- 
vailoe,  I  thought  it  indispensably  necessary  (and 
my  reasons  will,  I  presume,  be  obvious  to  yon) 
that  my  answer  should  include  all  that  passed  of 
importance  in  my  intermediate  conferenee  with 
that  Minister.    I  sought  the^interviiw  for  the 


nose  of  obtaining  promptly  explanations  which, 
e  ordinary  course  oi  correspondence,  might 
not  have  been  ^iven  for  months;  of  ascertaining, 
as  nearly  as  might  be,  the  real  views  of  this  Qov- 
emment  in  the  measure  adopted,  and,  as  ftr  as . 
possible,  of  fixing  Mr.  Cevail(»  in  a  direct  and 
loyal  course;  in  nne,  of  forcing  our  business  on, 
by  one  mode  or  another,  to  a  conclusion  of  some 
sort.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  do 
anything  more  than  merely  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note,  and  to  transmit  it  in  course 
to  my  Gk»vernmen^  unless  I  could  learn  whether 
the  measure  which  it  proposed  was  or  was  not 
likely  to  be  acceptable  to  you ;  for  I  have  not 
seen  your  note  of  June  10th,  to  which  Mr.  Ce^ 
vallos  refers ;  and  as  the  words  of  his  note^  ^'que 
el  citado  Don  Luis  eetuviete  autorizado  para  ne- 
gociar,"  are  altogether  equivocal,  and  mar  re- 
ceive either  a  past  or  future  construction,  i  did 
not  feel  confident  that  you  had  really  invited  Mi^ 
Onis  to  send  for  powers.  Thus,  I  could  not  but 
be  apprehensive  that  the  object  of  this  Govertt^ 
ment  in  the  measure  proposed  was  merely  to  re- 
lieve itself  from  pressure  here  to  gain  time,  and 
indefinitely  to  procrastinate  the  settlement  of  our 
differences ;.  and  this  suspicion  was  strengthened 
by  many  collateral  considerations. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  Mr.  Cevaiios  says, 
in  his  notCf  tnat  "correspondent  orders'*  have  been 
sent  to  Mr.  Onis ;  by  which  I  must  understand 
orders  correspond  ins  to  the  intention  of  the  King 
to  satisfy  the  President,  by  conformiiig  to  the  de- 
sire expressed  in  your  note  to  Mr.  Onis,  ^hich 
must  be  understood  to  mean  full*  powers ;  and 
vet,  in  conversation,  he  allowed  that  such  powers 
had  not  been  sent,  and  accepted  of  my  proposal 
to  transmit  them.  However,  this  apparent  dis- 
crepance may  have  been  mere  inadvertency ;  he 
may  have  intended  duplicates  of  his  powers.  I 
resort  to  this  supposition,  because  I  have  just 
now  been  informed,  through  another  channel, 
that  ^'full  powers'*  hate  been  sent  to  Mr.  Onis. 
How  the  fact  may  be,  you  will  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain by  the  date  of  the  powers.  If  the  powers 
have  been  sent,  (unless,  indeed,  very  lately,)  it  is 
surprising  that  Mr.  Cevaiios  did  not  earlier  oom- 
municate  the  measure  to  me. 

The  observations  which  I  made  to  Mr.  Cevai- 
ios as  to  my  own  powers  to  negotiate,  and  my 
proposal  oi'^  a  special  commission— these  were 
intended  rather  to  test  his  siaceritv  than  to  alter 
his  professed  plan*  I  said  only  wnat,  under  cir- 
cumstances, it  had  been  extraordinary  to  have 
omitted.  M^  earnestness  naturally  resulted  from 
the  position  in  which  I  was  placed  by  the  pro- 
posed measure ;  but  I  refrained  from  ptishing  to 
the  extent  of  which  they  were  suseeptible  what 
uMght  be  considered  as  my  own  pretensions ;  for, 
independent  of  the  doubt  in  which  I  was  as  to 
the  real  intention  of  your  note  to  Mr.  Oois,  or, 
that  out  of  question,  of  what  might  best  suit  the 
views  of  Qovernment,-  my  own  decided  opinion 
was  that  the  negotintion  mirht  be  carried  on  to 
much  greater  advantage,  and  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion mooh  more  expeditiously  at  Washington 
than  h^e;  not  only  because  it  would  be  in  much 
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aW^r  hands  tbaii  my  own,  but  becaiMe  Mr.  QnU 
18  there  in  a  sitaation  to  see  and  to  fe^l,  with  in* 
finitely  more  force  than  Mr*  CendUw  can  in  the 
midst  of  all  his  distractioos  here^  the  veal  impof* 
tan^e,  nay.  absolate  necessity,  of  a  sneedv  adiqst- 
ment  of  our  diiSSBrenees.  Certainly  what  fell  from 
the  Minister  tended  to  strengthen  that  o^nion ; 
and  it  has  been  still  further  coofirmed  ia  a  subse- 
<|i|ieQt  conversation*  On  the  dlst  instant,  having 
reason  to  believe  that  he  did  not  intend  t^.  reply 
to  any  nart  of  my  note  of  the  19th,  I  immedi- 
ately c^led  on  him*  I  found,  in  faet,  that  the 
measure  which  he  had  annouuced  to  mfO  having 
besn  definitively  determined  on  by  the  King,  be 
considered  any  further  correspondence  on  the 
matter  as  altogether  snperfluous ;  indeed^  that  he 
had  biu  the  most  superfieial^  if  anf » anqnaintaAce 
with  the  contents  oi .  that  note.  I  then  read  to 
hild  a  copv  of  it ;  and,  having  urged  all  the  Rea- 
sons which  induced  me  to  wish  for  hia  answer, 
ha  finally  consented  to  give  it.  I  mow.  wait  fos 
thftt  aiip|S!4r. 

[Baftrnd  to  fa^  thf  preceding.}. 

No.  9. 

MAnnio,  S^tembery  13, 1816. 

8iB :  It  is  my  indispensable  duty  again  to  invite 
vour  excellency's  attention  to  my  note  of  August 
26th,  The  importance  and  the  urgency  of  the 
matters  of  which  it  treata  will|  I  am  pieirsuaded, 
suiBciently  explain  my  earnestness  on  this  occa- 
sion }  and  I  most  ardently  desire  that  the  deter- 
minations o(  His  Majesty  upon  it  may  correspond 
to  the  just  expectations  of  the  American  Qovern- 
ment,  and  lead  to  the  establishment  of  lasting 
peace  and  harmony  between  the  two  countries. 

I  renew  to  your  excelleocv  the  assnrances  of 
my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVINQ. 

His  Exc'y  Don  Pnono  CsvAt^LOs, 
Firtst  Minuter  of  Slate. 

[Rataredto  in  Mr.  Erving'e  letter  of  eeptember  9SLJ 

Nn.  3. 

C^y  <(faW^/rom  Mr.  Cevaiha  to  Mr.  Ening* 

SfirrnnnsA  1§,  1816. 
Sib  :  Having  laid  before  the  King  a  note  under 
d^t^nf  the  10th  Junis  last,  addreesed  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe to  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  in  which  he  manifests 
the  desire  of  his  Government  that  Mr*  Onis; 
should  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with  hini,  Hia 
Bfcjesty  has  acceded  to  it  to  gratify  the  President, 
and  I  have  given  the  correaoondent  orders  to  the 
said  Oinis,  to  the  end  that  he  may  immediately 
enter  intp  negotiation  with  Mr.MoQroe»  and  em- 
ploy all  the  means  which  arie  within  his  reach  tn. 
secnie  a  solid  and  durable  peaoc^  and  good  intel- 
ligence between  the  two  nationa.    I  renew,  d»e. 

PEDRO  GBVALLOS. 

[Ri9fiRred  to  in  Mr.  Erving's  letter  of  8ept«nber  23.] 

No.  4. 

Cf^y  4>f  9  IdUf  finm  Mr.  Bmng  Ui  Mki  Camilm* 

Mamws  Stpt  19)  1816. 
But:  By  your  Bxeelleoey^s  eommnntcation  of 
the  16th  instant,  I  learn  that  a  note  of  Mr.  Mon* 


roe,  SeeratMJ  f^  Staftf  of  Mm  Unittd  Siatee^  an* 
der  date  of  June  10,  addressed  to  Don  Lius  d^ 
Onis,  in  which  note  the  de^'re  of  M^e  Amerioaja 
Government  is  expressed,  that  the  said  Dnn  Lois 
should  be  au^iorixed  ta  negotiate  with  it,  hnviqy 
been  taken  into  consideration  bj  the  BLing,  Hia 
Majesty,  with  a  view  of  conloEming  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Preside^t|  has  acceded  to  the  deair^ 
expressed  in  said  note,  and  that  ynu  have  aeiit 
the  correspondent  ordeys  to  Don  Luis,  to  the  end 
that  he  may  immediately  enter  into  a  negotio- 
tion  with  Mr*  Monroe. 

I  received  thi%  youc  SxaeMency'^  inpnrtnnt 
communication  on  the  day  of  ity  date,  but,  before 
finally  aeknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  thought 
proper  to  seek,  to  an  interview  with  yon,  soeh 
explanations  as  it  seemed  to  require;  for  that  pqr* 
pose  I  waiud  on  von  en  Tnesdny,  the  17th  in- 
stant.   I  predicated  what  I  then  said  to  you  on. 
the  supposition  that  the  American  Governm^t 
might  not  have  ex|»re8se4  n  partienUr  desife  to 
change  the  seat  of  the  negotii|tion,  but  that  the 
Secretary  of  Sut^  in  the  ante  of  June  10,  re- 
ferred to  by  yooi  S«oeUnncy»  had  bnt  renewed 
the  CBprtsston  of.  lua  regret  that  Mr*  Onis  ahouU. 
continue  to  urge  mattera  of  complaint  on  which 
he  had  not  mieJb^  full  powers  to^  nngetiate  as  ha 
was  understood  to  be  in  possession  of  previnna  to 
his  reeeption  by  the  President 

As  1  have  the  competent  i^nthmrtty  of  my  Gov- 
ernment to  treat;  am  in  possession  of  all  the. 
documents  necessary  to  be  referred  to  in  whatr 
ever  discussions  may  arise ;  as  your  exeeliency 
is  perfectly  versed  in  all  the  questions  which  avjs^ 
between  the  two  Governments :  for  these  reasons 
it  appeared  to  me  that  an  arnngement  might  be 
made  here^  t^i  Madrid,  more  expeditiously  than  at 
Washioifioa.    I  stated  exprewly  to  yon  that  I 
could,  in  no  case,  be  under  a  necessity  of  refsrrmg 
to  my  Government  for  further  instractions,  re- 
questing, at  the  same  time,  to  know  whether  it 
was  his^  His  Majesty 'sinten tion  to  plaee  Mr.  Oais 
in  a  position  equally  favorably  to  a  speedy  adjQs^ 
meat  of  our  differencee.    I  eondndea  by  excusing 
the  warmth  with  wihieh  I  pressed  the  subject, 
assatinc  youthat  I  was  very  taffinomeeekiogany 
personal  gcatifioation  in  this  emtter  ef  high  pah- 
lie  interest,  but  that  I  looked  only  to  the  destred 
resujte ;  and  that  if  this  eonid  he  obtained  morn 
promptij  by  tran^  fiwring  the  negottaiion  to  Waih^ 
ington  tnan  by  poBsaiag  it  here,  I  ahoold  ainnesely 
rejoice  at  the  tiansfar. 

In  reply  to  these  observations,  I  nnderstoed 
your  excellency  to  state  that,  owing  to  your  being 
actually  charged  with  the  business  of  three  min- 
istries, besides  the.diBection  of  the  posts,  and  tp 
the  vaciety  of  other  occupations  ineidental  to 
your  high  employ,  it  was  impossible  for  you  to 
give  the  time  to  tne  affiiirs  to  be  diseiisaed  which 
woold  be  necessarr  to  a  satiafhctory  nod  speedy 
arrangement  of  them ;  that  Mr.  Oais  was  also 
fully  aeqnainted  with  these  affiurs,  and  was  ta 
possession  of  all  the  doonmenta  relating  to  thcin| 
and  though  you  eould  not  my  but  that  it  might  be 
necessnry  for  timt  Minister  to  consnlt  with  bis 
Govemmoit,  yet  even  the  Iom  of  three  menchs 
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time  OQ  siieh  an  occasion  woald  not  prolonff  the 
negotiations  to  the  extent  which  the  nnaroidable 
delays  here  would  carry  them  to. 

These  reasons,  urged  by  your  excellency  for 
transferring  ihe  seat  of  negotiation  to  Washings 
ton,  indaeed  me  to  propose  that  His  Majesty 
wonld  appoint  a  special  minister  or  a  commission 
to  treat  with  me.  I  understood  your  excellency 
to  reply  that,  as  such  minister  or  commission 
would  be  entirely  uninformed,  and  would  have 
everything  to  learn  on  the  matters  to  be  discuss- 
ed, and  hence  the  centtnuai  necessity  of  referring 
to  yoq,  this  mode  could  in  nowise  expedite  the 
result. 

On  my  asking  your  excellency  if  foil  powers 
and  instroctions  had  been  already  sent  to  Mr. 
Onis,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  had  not. 

I  then  informed  you  that,  after  replying  to  your' 
communication  of  the  15th  instant,  I  should  pre- 
pare to  send  a  gentleman  of  my  legation  to  the 
United  Sutes  with  my  deapatches;  and  1  oiered 
his  aerTicea  to  be  at  the  same  time  bearer  of  your 
despatches  to  Don  Luis  de  On  is ;  which  offer  you  < 
were  pleased  to  accept. 

If  1  may  have  maoe  any  mistake  in  this  state- 
ment of  the  substance  of  what  passed  in  the  in- 
lerriew  which  I  had  the  honor  of  having  with 
Your  excellency  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant,  I 
beg  that  your  excellency  will  be  so  o^bUging  as  to 
correct  it 

I  have  farther  to  request  thtt  you  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  inform  me  whether  it  is  your  intention  to 
reply  to  my  notes  of  the  26th  August  and  13th 
September,  or  whether  I  am-  to  consider  your 
communication  of  the  15th  instant  as  superseding 
the  necessity  of  any  special  reply  to  those  notes. 

I  have  to  request  also  that  your  excellency 
would  enable  me  to  inform  my  Government  whe- 
ther it  is  His  Majesty's  intention  to  send  ^Jidl 
pcfwenP^  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  treat  upon  ail 
the  matters  in  question  between  the  two  coun- 
tries^ and  whether  the  instructions  to  be  sent  to 
him  will  embrace  oU  the  poinu  advened,  to  in 
my  abov^mentioned  note  of  August  M. 

As  soon  asponible  after  I  shall  he  honored  with 
your  reply  to  this  note,  I  shall  send  a  messenger 
to  my  Government ;  he  shall  wait,  however,  to 
be  at  the  same  time  the  bearer,  of  your  despatches 
to  Mr.  Onis. 

L  renew  to  your  exceUenoy  assnrances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

QfiO.  W.  BRVINO. 
His  Excellency  Don  Pnono  Cbvallob, 
Fint  MkUaier  of  Stale,  f  c. 


Extraei  of  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Ennng  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

Madrid,  September  07, 1816. 

Yon  will  pereeivcisir,  by  my  lastcommnnica" 
tioni^  that  there  is  now  very  little  probability 
that  I  shall  have  occasion  to  uae  the  ample  docu- 
menls  with  which  I  have  been  famished.  What- 
ever complaints  this  Qovernment  may  have  to 
make,  those  originating  in  Mr.  Onis's  reports  will 
of  coarse  be  sent  back  to  him,  to  bring  weight 
15th  Gov.  2d  Sssa.— 63 


into  his  nej^otiations.  It  is  eqnftlly  probable  that 
he  may  bemstracted  to  answer  at  Washington  to 
whatefcr  representations  I  mty  find  it  my  duty 
to  make  here ;  for  it  is  now  perfectly  evident  that 
a  principal  motive  with  Mr.  Ce?allos  in  remov- 
ing the  Dcgottatioo  to  Washington  has  been  to 
get  rid  aliogether  of  the  weight  and  Irouble  of  it 
here,  and  of  whatever  belongs  to,  or'  may  any 
how  be  comprised  in  it.  I  hope  that  this  was  his 
only  motive. 

I  see  with  satisAction  that  voor  note  of  June  10 
to  Mr.  Oais  does  not  admit  or  any  other  construc- 
tion than  that  which  I  ebnjectnrally  gave  to  it  in 
my  conversation  with  Mr.  Cevallos.  It  is  very 
evident,  too,  by  Mr.  Onis's  reply  of  July  3d,  that 
he  has  not  misunderstood  you.  After  this,  is  it  to 
be  imagined  that  Mr.  Cevallos  h&s  fallen  into  a 
misconception  7  Certainly  pot.  I  presume,  then, 
•ir,  that  you  will  approve  of  my  determinatioa 
not  tO'  make  any  attempt  to  alter  his  plan,  and 
that  you  will  affree  with  me  in  opinion  that  the 
only  chance  of  accommodation  with  this  Qov- 
ernment b  by  negotiation  at  Washington. 


Extract  ^a  letter  from  Mr.  Ermng  to  the  Secreiarff 

of  State,  dated  , 

OoToeJBR  8, 1816. 

In  my  despatch'  No.  18  I  mentioned  that  Mr. 
Cevallos,  in  conversation  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, had  promised  to  answer  my  note  to  him 
of  September  19th.  He  was  afterwards  for  sev- 
eral days  so  wholly  occupied  with  the  marriage 
ceremonies,  that  not  the  least  attention  to  any 
other  kind  of  business  conld  be  expected ;  but 
these  terminated  on  the  3d  instant.  I  wrote  to 
him  unofficially  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed 
paper  (No.  1)  is  a  copy ;  and  on  the  5th  I  again 
Waited  on  him  to  press  him  for  the  answer  which 
he  had  promised.  On  this  occasion  I  observed 
to  him  that  since,  by  his  note  of  the  15th  Septem- 
ber, he  had  not  assigned  any  sufficient  motives 
for  the  determination  of  His  Majesty  to  transfer 
the  negotiations  to  Washington,  it  had  been  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  ascertain  what  they  might  be, 
and  to  submit  them  to  my  Qovernment. 

It  was  with  this  intent  that  I  had  sought  the 
interview  of  September  17th,  and  had  stated  the 
substance  of  our  conversation  in  my- note  to  him 
of  the  19th,  which,  with  his  reply,  would  be  suffi- 
cient ibr  my  purpose ;  that,  without  explanation, 
the  mere  notification  of  His  Majesty's  determina* 
tion,  contained  in  his  Excellency's  note^  would 
have  a  very  extraordinary  appearance,  to  say  the 
least:  my  Government  had  sent  me  with  powers 
and  instructions  to  nc>gotiate ;  I  had  opened  the 
matters  to  be  treated  on,  and  waited  several  weeks 
for  an  answer,  when  I  was  told  His  Majesty  had 
determined  to  empower  Mr.  Onis.  Under  such 
circumstances,  must  it  not  be  concluded  either 
that  the  Spanish  Gtovernment  by  this  measure 
sought  to  avoid  or  to  delay  an  arrangement,  or 
that  it  had  some  personal  objection  to  myself  7 
Hence  the  necessity  of  an  explanation.  Mr.  Ce<» 
vallos  answered  that  the  motives  to  the  measure 
were  what  he  had  before  assigned,. and  that  I 
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fftost  not  allow  mftfelf  to  ima^ilie  that  eiiher  the 
Kuig  or  himself  had  the  leaM  penopal  objectioa 
10  ine ;  oo  the  contrary,  it  would  ffive  bim  (Mr. 
Cevallos)  peculiar  pleasure  to  settle  the  busioeas 
with  me,  if  it  were  possible  for  bim  to  atteod  to 
It;  finally,  that  since  I  considered  it  important 
that  my  note  should  be  answered,  I  should  bare 
the  answer  forthwith. 

Yesterdsy,  the  7th,  I  received  the  note  of  the 
same  date,  of  which  the  enclosed  paper  (No.  2) 
is  a  copy.  In  this  you  will  observe,  sir,  that  Mr. 
Ce vallos  speaks  of  ^  full  powers"'  to  Mr.  Onis,  and 
the  object  in  sending  them  to  be  the  more  expe- 
4itious  termination  of  existing  questions.  In 
eonversation,  Mr.  Cevallos  told  me  that  the  in- 
atructions  to  Mr.  Onis  would  comprise  all  the 
matters  mentioned  in  my  note  of  August  26th, 
but  be  has  not  thought  proper,  in  this  last  com- 
munication, to  reply  specially  to  the  question  pot 
on  that  subject  in  my  note  of  the  19th  ultimo ; 
iadeedi  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  answer  that 
QOte,  and  say  less  than  he  has  done ;  he  seems  to 
bave  written  merely  to  get  rid  of  importunity,  by 
tranquilizing  what  he  supposes  tp  be  my  per- 
sonal apprehensions. 

My  despatches  Nos.  18, 19,  and  20,  will  accom 
pany  this,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment for  Mr.  Onis,  which  are  to  be  ready 
■writhin  a  few  days.  Considering  the  peeuliar  im 
portence  of  these  communications,  I  h«vecpaclud- 
ed  to  send  them  by  Mr.  Brent  to  the  port  of  Bor- 
deaux, from  whence  it  seems  to  be  more  probable 
Ibat  a  speedy  convejranoe  for  the  United  States 
will  be  found  than  either  frdm  Cadiz  or  Lisbon. 
Mr.  Brent  will  proceed  to  the. United  States,  if 
be  should'  find  a  suitable  vessel  bound  home. 
On  account  of  the  lateiiess  of  the  season,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  leave  this  point  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion, instructing  him  however  to  make  the 
voyage,  (io  whatever  vessel,)  unless  he  should 
find  at  Bordeaux  some  American  going  to  the 
United  States,  under  whose  care  he  shall  con- 
sider the  despatches  to  be  as  perfectly  secure  as 
under  his  own. 

I  beg  leave,  on  this  occasion,  to  express  to  you 
my  particular  satisfaction  with  the  services  of 
Mr.  brent,  who  unites  in  his  charaeter  all  the 
goalities  which  make  a  man  of  business  and  a 
valuable  public  t)fficer. 

No.  2. 
Copy  of  a  kiierfram  JHh.  Cevailos  to  16*.  Erving* 

Sib:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  19ih  of  the 
last  month,  I  have  to  say  to  you,  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  King  that  a  full  power  should 
be  sent  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis  proceeds  from  the 
desire  of  sooner  terminating  the  pending  disputes, 
and  that  it  is  unconnected  with  any  personal 
considerations.    I  renew  to  you,  dbc. 

PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 


Coplf  of  a  leHer  from  ike  Secrdary  of  SiaU  to  the 
ChtoaUer  de  Oni$,  tkUed 

DaPARTMSNT  or  Statb,  Jan.  14, 1817. 
Sib:  Having  understood  in  our  late  confer- 
.eaee  that  you  would  not  agree  to  an  arrangement 


by  wbieb  Spain  should  cede  her  ckiaM  to  terri- 
tory eastward  of  ike  Mississippi,  ualcas  the  Uni- 
ted States  ceded  their  claims  to  all  the  territory 
westward  of  that  river,  and  that  even  then  your 
agreement  would  be  restricted  to  a  reeomneitdA- 
tion  to  your  Oovernment  to  adopt  an  arraos^^ 
meat  to  that  effect,  it  ie  deemed  unnecessary  to 
make  you  any  further  proposition,  or  to  promos^ 
the  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  limits. 

I  have  BOW  to  request  that  you  will  have  tlae 
goodness  to  inform  me  whether  you  are  willing 
to  enter  into  a  convention  to  provide  oompenaa- 
tion  for  ajpoliations,  and  for  the  injury  resutiD^ 
to  the  United  States  from  the  suppression  of  tbe 
deposite  at  New  Orleans.    I  have,  4be. 

JAMES  MONEOBL 


J6-.  Onii  to  ike  SfierOwry  of  State* 

Januubt  16, 1817. 


ShiB :  I  have  received  your  oflloial  leiier  of  tlw 
14th  instant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  anafce 
known  to  me  that,  having  andersiood  in  oor  laat 
conference  that  I  would  not  aeeade  to  an  arranga- 
raent  by  whiah  Spain  abould  eede  bar  prelaa* 
siods  to  tba  territory  east  of  die  Aiissiasippi  if  the 
United  States  did  not  telioqnlsh  theirs  to  tha 
west  of  that  river,  and  thai  area  in  this  caae  nifr 
accession  would  be  limited  to  reoanMnendiDg  to 
my  Government  the  adoption  of  this  projeet,  It 
appeared  to  you  useless  to  mahie  aie  more  propo- 
MtioBs  to  prolong  the  negotiation  4mi  the  aab- 
ject  of  limits  between  the  two  Gorernmeats  j  and 
yau  only  desire  to  know  if  I  am  disposed  to  migti 
a  convention  to  provide  oompeasatioa  for  t^  in- 
juries occasioned  to  the  United  States  by  the 
cruisers  of  His  Majesty  in  the  late  war,  and  for 
those  which  resulted  to  the  United  States  from 
the  suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans* 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  you  will  permit  aae  to 
observe,  that  io  the  conference  refarred  to  f  bad 
the  honor  to  exhibit  to  you  the  fall  powers  of  «f ' 
Sovereign .  in  which. beau tboriiea  me  to  nep^tiaia, 
sdjust.  and  sign  a  treaty  or  convantion  wiib  the 
United  States,  in  which  should  be  arnaaged-  not 
oaly  the  indemnities  due  to  the  subjects  and  eici- 
sens  of  botb  nations  for  the  injuries  they  had  sa^ 
fered  from  the  laet  war  betweeo  His  Majesty  and 
Great  Britain  to  the  present,  in  contravantioa  of 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty  baiaieea 
the  two  Powers,  but  also  to  fix  tbereapectiTe  Uan- 
iu  to  the.  satisfaction  of  both.    The  intention  of 
His  Majesty  (and  in  this  I  baHeva  the  two  Gov- 
ernments agree)ia  not  eonfiaedtaa  partial  arsanga-' 

meat,  which  might  leave  in  existence  the  disa- 
greements which  haive  unhappily  aiisea  betwean 
them  from  the  effect  of  ciieuo^sunces.  Hi^  Ma- 
jesty, folly  convinced  that  no  treatv  or  convention 
can  the  durable  unless  it  is  founded  in  equality 
and  mutual  conveaieace,  has  particularly  directed 
me  that,  keeping  in  mind  the  reciprocal,  political, 
and  commercial  interests  which  unite  the  two 
nations,  I  should  so  adjust  the  definitive  arranga' 
meat  with  the  person  whom  the  President  sboold 
authorize  to  that  effect,  that  no  controrarsy  oouid 
ever  again  arise  between  them. 
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I  caDQoceonMM  firmayott  ihfttia  Mvfre  at  cbis 
end  it  18  indispensable  to  begin  by  amicably  dis- 
cussing and  agreeing  upon  the  rights  of  each  of 
tbe  two  Powers,  mad  that  the  result  of  thisdiscns- 
«ioa  is  what  otfght  to  gnide  as  in  arraaging  the 
Indemoiiias  and  fzing  the  limits  which  maj  be 
jut  and  motnally  eoavenient  to  the  two  nations. 
V  on  bad  the  goodness  to  say  to>  me  that  this 
wftethod  had  been  adopted  by  yon  and  Mr.  Cetal- 
los,  and  that,  if  we  renewed  it,  pneeioae  time 
'vroald  be  lost  withoot  oar  bring  able  to  agree. 
In  sach  a  dilemma,  and  anzioos  to  eontribote  on 
nay  part  lo  accelerate  the  negotiation,  I  took  the 
liberty  to  propose  to  yoa  the  odIy  other  method 
which  appeared  to  me  to  exist,  besides  the  one 
whieh  I  hafe  jost  mentioned,  to  arrange  these 
differences,  which  Is  this :  that  the  two  Powers, 
throwing  off  all  idea  of  aggrandisement,  and  sae- 
ritfcing  resentments  and  complaints  of  little  im- 
portance, should  proeeed  with  good  faith  to  fix 
limiu  between  them  which  shoald  be  motnally 
eoDveaient,  which  shoald  not  be  liable  to  contro- 
versy, or  be  oaknown  te  or  violaicd  by  the  r*- 
a|>eotiTe  sobjecu  of  each. 

Yoa  did  me  the  hoaor  to  npplaod  a  proposi- 
tion so  frank  and  liberal,  as  dicuted  by  eeolty 
and  good  faith,  and  made  known  to  me  with  tKe 
name  frankness  that  the  United  flkatas  desired  to 
onice  to  its  dominions  all  the  territories  which 
belonff  to  Spain  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi ;  and 
tiMt  for  them  they  would  offer  to  Spain  those 
which  were  between  the  Rio  del  Norte  and  the 
Colorado.  Bat  as  not  only  these  lands,  but'  all 
those  which  lie  between  the  Colorado  aad  Cape 
North,  drawing  a  line  by  the  river  Mermen  to  or 
Mermentao  towards  the  Presidio  of  Adais,  and 
from  thence  by  the  Arroyo  Onda  towards  Nateh- 
itoohesi.  are  a  part  of  the  prorince  of  Texas, 
belongtnx  to,  and  in  the  uninterrupted  possession 
of.  His  Majesty,  without  there  baring  been  in 
relation  thereto  aay  dispate  between  France  and 
Spain,  (that  dispote  being  solelr  as  to  Natohi* 
toehes,  whieh  fort  the  French  raised  unjustly  in 
the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,)  it  results 
that  this  pioposition  not  only  does  nut  offer  com- 
peniltion  to  His  Majesty  for  West  and  EMt  Flor« 
ida,  whose  ceeiion  the  United  States  intimate 
would  be  verv  agreeable  to  them,  bnt  it  iarolres 
the  relinquishment  of  the  property  and  poseee- 
sloa  which  Hie  Majesty  has  of  the  territory  in 
the  proriiiee  of  Texas,  whieh  lies  between  the 
Colorado  and  the  vicinity  of  Natchitoches. 

To  propositions  so  distant  from  the  equality 
«nd  reciprocal  convenience  in  which  we  hare 
agreed  to  treat  these  affairs.  I  answered,  that  as 
the  powera  of  His  Majesty  bad  been  hastily  sent 
to  me  by  Mr.  Cevallos,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Brent,  1  have  not  received  ex- 
pren  instructions  touching  the  entire  cession  of 
the  two  Floridas  which  the  United  States  wished; 
and  although  they  prove  to  me  the  desire  of  His 
Majesty  to  accommodate  them  in  all  arrange* 
menu  which  may  be  compatible  with  hb  inter- 
ests, I  saw  myself  obliged  to  wait  for  instructions 
oa  this  point,  of  so  much  the  greater  importance, 
u  it  relates  to  the  eemioii  by  His  Majesty  lo  Jthe 


Uoiied  States  of  the  port  of  Peasneola,  which 
was  the  kev  of  the  Qnlf  of  Mexico— the  best  pmt 
of  that  gnu*— and  which  was  ihe  more  neoeaaary 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  security  of  his  poesessioaa ; 
but  that,  in  the  meantime,  if  you  shoald  propose 
to  me,  on  the  port  of  this  Government,  to  nmke 
the  Mississippi  the  frontier,  I  should  see  in  that 
proposition  a  diepeeicion  on  the  part  of  the  Un^ 
ted  States  to  offer  some  equivalent,  and  I  woald 
recommend  it  to  the  consideration  of  His  Mm^ 
jeety  as  a  fixed  and  stable  limit  to  assure  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  two  nations. 

I  hope  tliat  jQQ  will  recognise  in  thb  expesi^ 
tion  the  sincerity  aad  ingenooasness  with  wmieh 
I  nroceed,  and  that  you  will  on  a  view  of  it  adopt, 
or  the  two  modes  proposed  for  setting  on  foot  the 
aegotiation,  that  which  will  be  most  agreeable 
to  the  United  Stales.  The  first— that  is  to  say, 
that  of  discassing  and  agreeing  upon  the  reeip** 
roeol  rights  and  pretensions  of  the  tin>  oatioae^ 
is  the  safest,  aad  that  wiiich  ought  to  cooduet  ax 
with  the  greatest  piecieioo  to  the  iademaltiei 
and  to  the establishmeot  of  limits  betweeo  them; 
since  iiothin|^  is  more  easy  than  that,  each  poioit 
of  justice  being  agited  upon,  the  eqaivaloat  to  it 
shoold  be  arraa^^  apoa  prineiptee  of  eqaaiity 
and  reciprocal  cda  venience.  The  eeeond  is  thor^ 
er,  but  It  tequirea  a  reliaquiahmeat  of  all  viewn 
of  aggrandixement  on  both  sides;  and  that  each 
Qovernmeot,  adopting  as  a  basis  the  nit  po$ti 
deii»f  either  of  the  year  1798,  which  is  the  one 
fixed  on  by  the  allied  Courts  in  the  ^^eneral  paci- 
fication for  the  recognition  of  the  nght  of  proa* 
erty  in  their  poeseasioos,  or  that  of  the  year  1761, 
after  the  conclusion  or  the  treaty  of  peace  W- 
tween  Spain,  France,  aod  England,  (m  which 
treaty  the  limits  of  tfieir  provinces  were  i&Md, 
and  the  two  Floridas  were  separated— the  Baet 
from  Spain  and  the  West  from  Franee^^y  tnne- 
ferring  them  in  full  sovereignty  to  £ngland|) 
may  come  to  a  just  and  friendly  undersundiiy, 
so  OS  to  do  away  these  disexreemeats,  I  am  ready 
to  discuss  with  you  in  the  first  mode  just  referrad 
to.  I  am  also  ready  to  treat  with  yon  by  adopt* 
ing  the  second }  and  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall 
in  either  case  giva  you  proofs  that  I  will  not 
depart  from  what  is  due  to  jostioe,  equity,  aod 
the  mntaal  eoovenieoee  of  the  two  nations. 
I  ranew  to  you,  4kc. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


Ciyyqf  a  kUer  from  ih$  S$eniar]f  ^  SiaU  io  iU 

CkevtfUfrdt  Onis* 

DnPAXTiiMiT  or  Statb,  Jan.  86, 1817. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  hoaor  to  receive  yomr 
letter  of  the  10th,  in  reply  to  mtoe  of  the  14th  of 
this  month. 

It  having  been  the  invariable  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  settle  all  differences  with  Spain 
on  just  and  fair  conditions^  it  is  seen  with  much 
regret  that  a  similar  disposition  is  not  manifested 
on  the  part  of  your  Qovernmeat. 

Finding  bv  your  letter  that  I  had  distinctly 
understood  tne  views  of  your  Government  aa 
explained  by  you  in  our  lota  eonfnnaa^y  had 
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•tftted  in  my  last  letter,  and  pereeifin;  alto  tliat 
yoa  still  adhere  to  those  views,  which,  beioff  al« 
together  inconsistent  with  the  righu  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  inadmissible,  I  have  to  repeat  that 
this  Government  has  no  motive  to  coatiane  the 
nteotiation  on  the  subject  of  bonndaries. 

In  making  this  frank  declaration,  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  surprise  that  you  should 
now  find  it  necessarf  to  refer  again  to  your  Qov- 
einroent  for  instructions  on  any  part  of  this  sub- 
ject. These  diffiBrences  have  long  existed,  and 
as  far  back  as  1806  were  fnlljr  discussed,  as  you 
readily  admitted,  in  every  circumstance  apper- 
laining  to  or  connected  with  them,  in  a  special 
.mission  to  Madrid  for  the  purpose.  It  was  hoped 
and  expected,  on  the  restoration  of  the  diplomatic 
intercourse  between  the  two  nations,  that  you 
would  have  been  invested  with  full  power  to 
•ettle  Ihem;  and  it  was  in  accord  with  your 
views,  when  this  was  found  not  to  be  the  case, 
that  the  requisite  authority  was  f^ivcn  to  the 
Minisier  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates  at 
Jiadrid.  It  could  not  have  been  doubted,  as  your 
Govemmeat  had  not  authorized  its  Minister  here 
ID  bring  these  controversies  to  a  conclusion,  that 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  would  have 
been  promptly  met  in  his  offers  to  effect  it  at 
Madrid.  I  need  not  repeat  to  you  the  great  dis- 
anpointment  which  the  President  felt,  when,  after 
the  lapse  of  so  much  time,  he  was  informed  that 
an  expression  of  regret  in  my  letter  to  vou  of  .the 
10th  of  June,  at  the  delay  resulting  from  your 
want  of  powers,  and  from  the  necessity  of  trans- 
ferring the  negotiation  to  Madrid,  had  been  mis- 
construed into  a  desire  that  it  should  be  trans- 
ferred again  to  the  United  States.  On  examin- 
ing, however,  the  tenor  of  your  commission,  and 
the  communications  between  Mr.  Cevallos,  ^th 
-of  which  seemed  to  contemplate  a  prompt  con- 
clusion of  the  business  here,  the  idea  now  brought 
ibrward  in  your  letter,  of  a  further  resort  to  your 
Cbvernment  for  other  instructions,  was  sorely 
the  last  to  enter  into  the  anticipations  of  this 
Oovernment. 

It  is  proper  toadd,  that  I  understood  you  to 
concur  in  our  late  conference,  fully  with  me  in 
the  sentiments  that  any  further  discussion  of  snb- 
jecu,  which  had  been  ahvady  so  often  diseussed 
and  completely  exhausted,  woald  be  useless,  since 
it  could  not  be  presumed  that  any  change  of 
opinion  on  any  point  would  take  place  on  either 
side.  Each  party  understands  its  rights,  and  has, 
doubtless^  made  up  its  mind  as  to  the  conditions 
it  is  willing  to  adopt.  To  those  suggested  by 
you,  as  being  worthy  the  consideration  of  your 
Qovernmenti  this  Government  cannot  agree. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  a^tn  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to  inform  me 
whether  you  are  willing  to  conclude  a  conven- 
tion to  provide  indemnity  for  spoliations,  and  the 
suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Chbvalier  Di  On  in. 


M*.  Oats  «9  ike  Smttat^  ofSiaie. 

,  Februabt  10, 1817. 

Sin:  I  have  received  the  official  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  under  the 
date  of  the  25th  of  last  month,  stating  that,  not- 
withstandinff  the  desire  the  President  had  to 
adjust  all  differences  between  Spain  and  the 
United  Stales  on  just  conditions,  and  to  their 
mutual  convenience,  it  was  seen,  with  great  re- 
gret, that  a  like  disposition  was  not  manifested 
on  the  part  of  Spain. 

You  support  this  opinion  on  the  ground  that  I 
adhere  to  the  same  sentiments  which  my  Gov- 
ernment manifested  in  former  times;  and  also 
that  the  President,  seeing  the  powers  with  which 
His  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  honor  me^  could 
not  comprehend  why  I  should  think  it  necessary 
to  recur  to  my  Sovereign  to  obtain  new  instrao- 
tioos.  You  will  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the 
number  of  privateers  armed  in  the  ports  of  this 
country,  to  cruise  under  an  unknown  flag  against 
Spanish  commerce, .  have  obstructed,  in  such  a 
manner,  the  communications  between  the  Penin- 
sula and  these  States,  that  the  accidental  circum- 
stance of  Mr.  Brent's  having  taken  charge  of  the 
duplicates  of  His  Majesty's  powers  has  alone  ob- 
tained for  me  the  receipt  of  them,  and  that  I  am 
even  yet  without  the  originals;  with  which, 
doubtless^  His  Majestv  sent  me  instructions,  ana 
communicated  to  me  his  reasons  for  transferring 
the  negotiation  here.  I  can  assure  you  that  I  am 
entirely  ignorant  of  what  has  passed  in  Madrid 
between  Mr.  Erving  and  Mr.  Cevallos,  and  that 
I  am  not  less  so  of  the  motives  which  have  in- 
duced His  Majesty  to  transfer  the  discussion  here, 
notwithstanding  I  had  informed  him  that  I  had 
myself  proposed  to  you  that  authority  and  in- 
structions should  be  given  to  Mr.  Erving  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  it  being  clear  to  me  that  His  Migesty 
desired  nothing  with  more  anxiety  than  to  see  an 
affair  terminated  which  most  be  the  precursor  of 
the  reciprocal  intimacy  which  should  be  estab- 
lished Mtween  the  two  Governmenu  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  their  respective  subjects  and 
citizens.  * 

If  I  might  be  permitted  to  conjecture  the  mo- 
tives which  Jiave  induced  His  Majesty  to  trana- 
fer  the  negotiation  here,  I  believe  1  should  not 
mistake  in  designating,  as  the  principal  one  of 
themi  the  knowledge  kiiB  Majesty  has  of  your 
talents,  of  your  justice,  {jugt^eadan,)  and  of 
the  conciliatory  disposition  which  you  manifested 
in  your  conferences  with  Mr.  Cevallos  to  concur 
in  the  settlement  of  these  difcossions ;  and,  as  the 
second,  this :  tdai  in  the  moment  of  the  arrival 
of  the  ^een,  his  august  spouse,  and  of  the  fes- 
ti?ities  incident  to  this  happy  event,  His  Majesty 
could  not  give  the  attention  which  was  requisite 
to  these  aSairs.  which  he  considered  of  the  first 
importance.  You  are  too  just  not  to  appreciate 
these  motives,  and  not  to  see  in  them  nothing 
but  a  new  proof  of  the  anxiety  of  His  Majesty 
to  aroid  all  delay  or  inactivity.  The  President| 
informed  by  you  of  these  motives,  will,  I  flatter 
myself  form  the  same  opinion,  and  see  the  necea- 
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Mty  of  my  wutia|f  for  the  neceawry  instrQctions 
from  my  Sovereiga,.  before  I  sul»enbe  to  the 
points   which  ooght  to  form  the  basis  of  this 
treaty.    The  short  delay  which  may  result  from 
this  will  be  ampl7  compensated  for,  and  with 
mutual  adyantage,  if  you  would  place  me  in  a 
situation  to  inform  my  Gtovcrnment  of  the  prin- 
cipal  points  on  which  the  Government  ot  the 
United  States  wish  to  see  thii  negotiation  turn. 
You  know  that  as  yet  yoo  have  only  made  known 
to  me,  in  our  first  conference,  that  if  we  were  to 
^o  into  a  diseossion  of  the  rights  of  the  two  Pow* 
ers,  as  was  done  by  you  and  Mr.  Cevallos,  mach 
time  would  be  lost,  and  each  of  us  would  retain 
his  opinion.    Tou  know  that  I  agreed  to  this,  but 
at  the  same  time  intioMted  that  I  saw  no  other 
more  certain  mode  of  accomplishing  the  object 
which  the  two  Powers  had  in  view,  since  it  must 
be  with  a  knowledge  of  the  respeetif  e  rights  of 
each  party  tharwe  ooght  to  begin  in  fixing  the 
indemnities  and  compensations  which  belonged 
to  each  on  the  principles  of  equity,  justice,  and 
convenience;  and  that  the  only  way  of  avoiding 
this,  and  of  shortening  the  negotiation,  would  be 
that  the  two  Powers,  giving  up  all  pretensions  and 
all  idea  of  ri? alship  or  aggrandizement  should 
agree  between  themselves,  in  good  faith,  to  fix 
their  limits  according  to  equitv,  justice,  and  mu- 
tual convenience,  so  that  they  should  not  be  liable 
to  be  violated  by  the  subjects  of  the  one  or  the 
other,  and  in  a  way  to  avoid  the  renewal  of  the 
complaints  which  had  given  rise  to  misunder- 
standings.   You  approved  An  idea  so  liberal,  so 
generous,  and  so  demonstrative  of  the  disposition 
of  the  King,  my  master,  to  accommodate  the 
United  States  in  whatever  mi^t  be  agreeable  to 
them,  if  not  incompatible  with  his  interests ;  and, 
in  consequence,  you  made  known  to  me  that  the 
United  States  wished  to  unite  to  their  dominions 
the  two  Floridas.   As,  in  the  former  negotiations, 
the  cession  of  West  Florida  to  the  Rio  Perdido 
was  alone  spoken  of,  and  as  His  Majesty  was  ig- 
norant of  the  new  desires  of  this  Qovernment,  I 
said  to  yoo  that  although  I  did  not  positively 
know  whether  His  Majesty  would  deprive  him- 
self of  East  Florida,  and  of  the  important  port 
of  Pensacola,  which  was  the  kev  of  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  yet  the  desire  of  His  Majesty  to  gratify 
this  Government  was  great,  and  that  it  was  very 
probable  he  might  agree  to  do  it,  provided,  that, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  there  shoubl 
be  offered  to  him  a  just  equivalent,  and  one  of 
reciprocal  dbnvenieace. 

I  leave  it  to  your  impartiality  and  justice,  and 
to  that  of  the  whole  world,  to  say  if,  on  the  part 
of  His  Majesty,  a  more  positiTe  proof  is  wanting 
of  the  interest  which  he  takes  in  arranging  these 
affairs  in  a  friendly  manner ;  and  if  I  should  not 
find  myself  more  authorized  to  doubt  of  equal 
dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in~ 
consequence  of  the  proposition  which  you  made 
me,  not  only  of  not  giving  anything  in  exchange 
for  the  two  provinces,  and  the  cessions  of  which 
the  United  States  desire,  but  requiring  that  His 
Majestv  should  cede  to  them  a  part  of  another, 
whieh  has  been  in  the  uninterrupted  possenion 


of  His  Majesty  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years. 

I  am  nevertheless,  very  far  from  judging  it 
thus.  A  firm  and  permanent  arrangement  of  ali 
points  of  difference  is  equally  useful  and  neees* 
sary  to  both  nations.  It  ought  to  fix  the  basis  of 
the  happiness  of  their  respective  subjects  and 
citizens ;  and,  to  obtain  this,  it  ought  necessarily 
to  be  founded  in  justice,  equity,  and  mutual  con* 
venience.  His  Majesty  is  disposed  to  conclude 
it  on  these  terms ;  and  he  has  too  much  confi- 
dence in  the  well-known  rectitude  of  this  Admin* 
istration  to  think  that  it  could  solicit  it  on  other 
terms. 

You  are  pleased  also  to  inform  me,  in  jrour 
esteemed  note,  that  to  the  propositions  which  I 
have  suggested  as  worthj  or  the  consideration  of 
my  Qovernment.  that  of^  the  United  States  can* 
not  agree ;  and  tnat,  abandoning  the  arrangemeat 
of  limits,  you  desire  only  to  know  if  I  am  dis- 
posed to  siffo  a  convention  for  settling  the  injury 
sustained  hj  the  American  commerce,  and  for 
the  suppression  of  the  deiMsite  at  New  Orleans. 

As  the  prooositions  which  I  have  made  to  von 
were  connneu  solely  to  the  leaving  to  your  elec- 
tion whether  we  should  treat  by  discussing  and 
fixing  in  a  friendly  manner  the  respective  rights 
of  each  Poorer,  to  the  end  that,  having  agreed 
to  th^m,  and  the  obligations  of  each  upon  the 
other  beinc  known,  the  compensation  to  which 
each  may  be  entitled  mi^ht  be  settled ;  or  that^ 
leaving  things  to  remain  m  the  state  they  were^ 
we  might  agree  in  a  friendly  manner  as  to  what 
would  suit  each,  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  be  of  opinion  that  they  cannot 
agree  to  any  of  these  pomts. 

I  would  (mend  my  own  delicacjr  if,  after  being 
assured  by  you  that  the  United  States  were  die* 
posed  to  terminate  all  the  differences  which  exist 
between  the  two  nations  by  a  treaty  founded  on 
justice,  equity,  and  mutual  convenience,  I  could 
believe  that  tne  United  Sutes  would  repel  the 
only  means  which,  in  my  opinion,  exist  to  arrive 
at  this  end.  I  juoge,  then,  that  I  have  not  ex- 
plained myself  with  sufllcient  clearness,  or  that  I 
have  not  well  comprehended  yon;  and  I  again 
renew  my  propositions  in  a  plain,  dear,  and 
demonstrative  manner,  giving  you  an  example 
which  you  cannot  but  mra  just. 

Let  us  suppose  (and  it  is  a  very  proper  sup- 
positioit)  that  you  and  I  are  intimate  mends;  yoa 
have  purchased  an  estate  adjoining  one  of  mine; 

il  do  not  now  inquire  whether  you  piirchased  it 
rom  a  person  who  had  a  right  to  sell  it  or  not— 
but  you  purchased  it ;)  and.  be  it  because  some 
ofllcious  person  said  so,  or  because  you  thought 
so,  you  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  included 
in  this  purchase  a  part  of  my  estate,  whieh  I 
worked,  took  care  of,  and  possessed.  As  soon  as 
you  had  made  this  purchase,  and  observed  that 
possession  was  not  given  yon  of  the  land  I  worked, 
and  which  yon  believed  to  belonff  to  you,  yon 
asked  me  to  give  it  up  to  you.  I  observed  to  yoa 
that  it  was  mine;  that  the  land  which  you  had 
purchased  had  also  belonged  to  me  formeriv;  that 
I  had  ceded  it  to  him  who  had  sold  it  such  as  ha 
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lAddetiref«d  it,  toid  in  no  greater  enteot;  and 
that,  coDsequentlfj  he  coald  not  transfer  to  70a 
inore  than  ihad  citen  to  him.  Yon  and  I  refer 
tb  the  seller,  and  h6  tells  vs  that  he  nerer  sold 
the  land  to  you  whieh  yon  nquitB,  and  never  oh- 
tained  it  from  me,  nor  nacl  an  intention  of  aeqnir^ 
iag  it.  Notwithstanding  this  dedaraiion,  which 
ii  deeleiYe  and  irreToeable.  I,  from  motives  of 
friendship  for  yon,  and  to  do  away  all  doubt  on 
the  point,  propose  to  vou  that  we  should  disenss 
the  affair  in  a  frtettdly  manner,  and  assure  yon 
that,  if  you  present  to  me  unquestionable  d<i6u- 
mentt  to  prove  that  it  belong  to  jov,  I  am  ready 
to  give  it  up.    I  ash  you,  dispassionately,  if  this 

rroposttion  could  be  considered  as  inadmissible  7 
go  further,  i,  who  am  anxious  to  accommodate 
you,  because  you  are  my  friend  and  a  good  neigh- 
Dor,  hnowing  that  yon  desire  to  get  part  of  roy 
territory  to  round  out  yours,  and  to  facilitate  the 
exportation  of  your  produee,  as  there  is  a  nnvi- 
ganle  river  passing  through  it^  carry  my  friend- 
ship and  condescension  so  far  as  to  say  to  you 
that  we  will  agree  between  ourselTes,  by  a  friend- 
ly investigation,  what  belongs  to  each ;  and,  thisf 
being  settled,  1  am  ready  to  cede  to  yon  the  lands 
you  desire  for  an  equivalent  founded  in  equity, 
nntice.  and  reciprocal  convenience,  iiziag  the 
nmiti  between  us  in  such  a  way  that  our  servants 
should  not  engage  us  in  quarrels  and  contests,  as, 
ic  being  our  desire  to  live  in  the  greatest  harmony, 
we  were  equally  interested  in  avoiding,  every 
subject  of  aiflference.  Will  you  say  to  me  that 
time  friendly  propositions  are  inadmissible  1  I 
beljeve  not.  Such,  then,  neither  more  nor  less, 
are  those  which  I  have  suggested  to  you  in  my 
former  offcial  note,  and  renew  to  yon  hy  this, 
l^ing  that,  taking  them  into  serious  considera- 
tion, you  will  view  them  as  just,  equitable,  and 
oven  generous. 

Ton  cannot  but  know  that  the  coaveniion  you 
fffopose,  limited  to  (he  indemnification  for  inju- 
ries done  to  the  American  commerce  by  the  cruis- 
en  and  tribcmals  of  Spain,  and  by  the  suppression 
of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  will  not  accom- 
plish fully  the  object  whkh  the  two  nations  pro- 
pose to  themselves,  of  eztinguishiog  all  disagree- 
ments. Nevertheless,  to  give  another  proof  of 
^e  deference  of  His  Majesty  to  the  wishes  of 
this  Republic,  I  agree  to  enter  into  negotiation 
with  you  on  these  two  poiiats,  and  to  conclude  a 
eottvention  aato  them,  in  which  shall  be  embraced 
the  just  reclamations  whieh  ifis  fiifaLieety  shall 
produce  against  this  Qovernmcnt,  and  the  vari- 
ous arrangements  he  desires  to  place  in  it  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  commerce  between  the  two 
nations,  and  to  avoid  injuries  such  as  those  which, 
lirom  the  want  of  explicitness  in  the  last  treaty, 
have  been  experienced  by  the  respective  subjects 
of  both.  I  wHI  add  more,  and  it  is,  that  the  first 
point  to  which  you  refer  being  founded  in  the 
treaty  which  exists  between  the  two  nations,  I 
will  subscribe  to  it  without  difiicnlty ;  and  as  to 
the  second,  it  is  of  so  small  an  amount,  that  if  I 
io  not  succeed  in  demonstrating  to  you  that  these 
iuttries  have  not  existed,  or  that  they  are  much 
•taggarated,  and  that  the  United  Stotes  have  al- 


ready admitted  that  tbey  were  aatlaficd  for  theia^ 
I  will  have  ae  diff culty  even  as  to  them.  I  ougiiv 
likewise,  to  observe  to  you  that  it  will  be  easy  tw 
include  in  this  same  eonventlon  or  treaty  a  |Mno« 
visional  arramgement  of  limits,  withotit  detaining' 
us  to  fix  then  with  exactitude.  If  the  Unitei 
States  do  not  desire  to  make  an  esaential  cbangw 
in  the  established  limits  fixed  by  the  treaties  of 
1763, 1764, 1788, 1705,  and  1800,  and  that 


ransement  should  only  apply  to  the  oneultivatetf 
lands  (0  the  north  of  tne  Missouri,  the  boundaries 
of  which  were  never  settled  between  Franco  aad 
Spain,  this  question  might  be  left  for  eommis* 
sioners  named  by  each  party,  and  their  decision 
might  be  considered  as  part  of  the  convention  i 
but,  in  any  case,  the  most  efficient  method  of  con- 
cluding these  aflhirs  will  be,  that  you  should  havu 
the  goodness  to  say  to  me,  with  frankness,  what 
are  me  real  views  of  the  United  States,  what  are 
the  real  and  true  compensations  they  are  disposed 
to  offer  for  the  country  they  desire  to  obtain  fronn 
His  Majesty.  Ton  may  be  assured  that  I  wilt 
supjport,  earnestly,  proposals  that  are  just  and 
reciprocally^  convenient,  and  that,  on  the  return 
of  the  courier,  I  shall  be  able  to  sign,  under  the 
powers  I  now  have,  a  treaty  mutually  satisfac- 
tory to  both  parties,  we,  in  the  meantime,  agree- 
ing upon  all  the  articles  of  minor  considefationa. 
Yon  cannot  but  know  that  the  instructions  ought 
to  be  adapted  to  the  greater  or  leaver  territory  of 
His  Majesty,  which  the  United  States  may  de» 
sire  to  add  to  their  dominions ;  and  that,  if  they 
desire  none,  little  difficulty  can  occur  on  the  snrti* 
ject  of  indemnities  between  two  Powers  animated 
by  conciliatory  and  just  sentiments.    I  am,  dbe« 
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Ccpif  of  0  ktter  from  the  Seetttaty  of  SUAt  io  (Ae 

CheoaHet  de  Osrttr. 

DxPABTM aiiT  or  Statb,  Feb.  20, 1817. 

Sin :  I  have  had  the  honor-  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  lOth  instant. 

From  full  consideration  of  the  contents  of 
this  letter,  it  appears  that,  although  yon  expect 
instructions  at  an  earlv  dale  to  negotiate  and 
conclude  a  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  all  dif* 
f^rences  between  the  United  Sutes  and  Spaitt^ 
which  you  manifest  a  desire  to  accomplish,  yon 
do  trot  consider  yourself  authorixed  to  do  so  on 
any  one  point  at  this  time.  I  will  thank  you  fen 
state  whether  I  have  understood  correctly  the 
idea  which  you  io  tended  to  convey.  In  case  I 
have,  I  have  only  to  remark  that,  although  the 
delay  is  particulfirly  to  be  regretted,  it  is  not  per* 
ceived  that  any  advantage  can  be  derived  from 
entering  into  the  negotiation  before  yon  huTa 
received  your  instructions.    I  have,  d^. 

JAMBS  AiONROB. 


T)raiuiatum  of  a  Utter  fixm  the  CheoaSer  de  Oniito 
the  Seattwry  of  State. 

WABfliiiaTON,  February  31, 1817. 

Sin:  In  the  official  letter  which  you  did  mn 
the  honor  to  direct  to  me  yesterday,  you  statu 
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that  yott  htd  taken  into  eoosliieratlmi  the  eon* 
tcntft  of  mine  of  the  jOth  insttot ;  aad,  eonfinioff 
jouTself  to  one  point  only  out  of  many  on  whicn 
It  touches,  of  the  createfft  importance,  as  I  think, 
to  the  interests  of  both  nations,  yon  say  that  if 
yoa   had  correctly  understood  the  meaning  of 
n^  letter,  at  the  same  rime  that  I  manifest  a  de- 
sire to  eonclnde  a  tiheatyr  for  the  adjustment  of 
mil  the  difierences  existing  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  I  do  not  consider  myself  an- 
thorized  to  do  so  until  I  receive  the  instructions 
ftotti  my  Sovereign,  of  which  I  am  in  daily  ex- 
pectation.   You  ask  me  if  this  is  the  true  idea 
which  I  had  wished  to  give  you,  and  add  that,  if 
it  iff,  although  we  must  both  lament  the  delay,  it 
i#  not  peroeifed  that  any  adrantage  can  be  de- 
rived from  entering  into  the  negotiation  until  I 
receive  my  instructions. 

In  my  note  above  mentioned,  I  niade  known  to 
yeo,  with  the  candor  and  sincerity  which  char- 
acterise me,  the  causes  to  '#hich  I  attributed  the 
delay  in  Teceivin|;  the  instructions  consequent 
OQ  tne  powers  which  His  Majesty  bad  given  me; 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  rresident  will  have 
found  them-  as  just  as  the  reasons  I  stated  to  you, 
demonstrating  that  a  partial  negotiatioo,  which 
did  not  embrace  all  the  points  of  disagreement 
between  the  two  nations',  cannot  accomplish  the 
object  of  the  one  or  the  other-^which  is^  co  get 
clear  of  these  disagreements,  and  to  take  care 
that  tbe^  are  not  renewed  in  future.  The  treaty 
in  question  ought  to  provide  for  the  just  reclam- 
ations of  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  respec- 
tive parties;  in  it  the  limits  between  the  two 
Powers  should  be  fixed  agreeably  to  their  re- 
spective rights,  to  equalitv.  to  justice,  and  recip- 
rocal convenience.  Finally,  It  ought  to  compre- 
hend different  stipulations  analogous  to  the  new 
state  of  relations  of  intimacy  which  is  about  to 
he  established  between  the  two  Qoveramente  for 
the  greater  encouragement  of  their  reciprocal 
eammerce.  Tou  know  that  all  these  points 
have  so  intimate  a  connexion  with  each  other 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  separate  thedi ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  Are  of  such  importance  that  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  wait  the  arrival  of  my 
instructions  before  1  conclode  definitively  a  treaty 
iwolring  aflhirs  of  such  magnitude.  Neverthe- 
less, aa  we  cannot  but  feel  this  delay  very  sensi- 
bty,  which  most  probably  will  be  short,  anxious 
on  my  part  to  lessen  it  so  far  as  depended  on  me, 
I  have  suggested  to  vou  that  we  might  begin  to 
discuss  the  points  of  least  importance,  to  the  end 
of  having  the  work  in'  a  state  of  forwirdi^ess 
when  the  instructions  should  arrive ;  but,  since 
you  prefer  wniting  for  their  arrival,  I  will  agree 
16  what  you  may  resolve  on^  persuaded  that  you 
do  not  take  less  interest  than  I  do  in  fixing  the 
relations  of  amity  between  the  two  countries  on 
a  footing  the  most  solid  and  durable. 


Don  Lm§  de  Onii  to  the  SearOar^of  StaU. 
Phivaoblpbia,  iiUy  9, 1817. 
Sm :  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  calling  your 
attention,  and  that  of  the  President,  to  what  has 


occurred  at  Baltimore,  in  relation  to  the  two  pri- 
vateers or  pirates  which  have  lately  entered  the* 
bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  now  are  within  the 
proper  limits  of  the  State  of  Maryland  $  the  one 
commanded  by  Captain  Taylor,  and  the  other 
by  Captain  Stafford.  It  is  notorious  that  these 
privateers^  manned  and  armed  in  the  ports  of  the 
Union,  sailed  on  a  cruise  against  the  Spanish 
commerce,  and  have  returned  to  the  waters  of 
Maryland  with  a  part  of  the  plunder  and  booty 
they  have  taken  on  board  of  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese vessels. 

For  the  due  conviction  of  this  outrage,  the 
necessary  orders  or  warrants  were  sent,  at  the 
request  of  the  Consul  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
in  Baltimore,  to  the  marshal  of  that  city,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  arrest  of  the  aforesaid  privateers,  and 
for  its  execution  a  gunboat  was  granted  by  the 
collector  of  the  customs.    All  this,  however,  waa 
in  vain ;  the  marshal  gave  no  effect  to  the  orders 
issued  for  this  arrest ;  and  llis  Majesty's  Consul, 
seeing  that  eight  days  had  passed  without  the 
marshal  taking  a  single  step  to  fulfil  the  orders 
he  was  charged  with,  called  upon  him,  and 
claimed  theif  execution ;  upon  which  he  replied, 
categorically,  ^  that  he  was  unwilling  to  proceea 
to  the  arrest  of  the  said  privateers,  because  ir 
was  not  his  duty  to  execute  it,  except  they  had* 
entered  the  port  of  Baltimore ;  but  by  no  meant 
in  the  bay,  although  within  the  district  of  the 
State.''    The  Consul  lately  applied  to  the  dis^ 
trict  atforney,  complaining  of  this  conduct ;  and 
he  acknowledged  tn^t  indeed  it  was  very  extra- 
ordinary, but  he  took  no  steps  to  remedy  it,  or  to 
enforce  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  a  case  of  so  scandalous  an  exam- 
pie.    These  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  the 
mere  statement  of  them  is  sufficient  to  make  yoa 
and   the-  President  thoroughly  sensible  of  the 
monstrous  consequenoes  whi^  the  irregular  con- 
duct of  this  marshal  may  lead  to.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  the  public  treaty  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  and  the  late  act  of  Congress, 
sanctioned  as  a  general  law  for  the  more  strict 
observance  of  the  neutrality  of  the  same  States 
with  foreign  Powers,  are  scandalously  trampled 
under  foot  in  Maryland;  and  that  the  marshaf. 
by  formally  disobeying  the  lawful  authority  of 
the  State,  and  that  of  the  Gkneral  Government 
of  the  Uniop,  protected  the  hostilities  and  pira- 
cies carried  on  against  the  trade  of  a  nation  in  a* 
state  of  peace  and  amity  with  the  United  States. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  do  less  than  to  remonstrate 
in  the  name  of  the  Kioff.  my  master,  against  sO 
manifest  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this 
Republic,  of  its  laws,  and  of  the  treaty  existing 
between  the  two  Powers;  and  to  request  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  obtain  of  the  President 
the  most  prompt  and  effectual  orders  to  cause 
the  marshal  of  Baltimore  to  do  his  duty,  and  all 
requisite  justice  to  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty. 

it  is  my  duty,  also,  to  call  your  attention  and 
that  of  the  President  to  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
venturer. Sir  Gregor  McGregor,  who,  since  he 
wns  in  arins  with  the  bands  oi  insurgents  in  the 
province  of  Venezuela,  has  come  to  these  States j 
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and  been  constantly  engaged  in  enterprises  to 
inyade  or  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  His  Cutho- 
lie  Majesty's  possessions  in  that  part  of  the 
urorld.  He  lately  recruited  in  Charleston  a  great 
•number  of  adventurers,  and  among  them  seve- 
ral persons  of  note,  viz :  one  Rouse,  son  of  a 
colonel  of  that  name,  an  inhabitant  or  that  city; 
one  Champion,  who  was  a  commissary  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war,  and 
-storekeeper  of  ordnance ;  one  Heath,  a  lawyer 
-of  the  same  place ;  and  many  others  whose  names 
I  pass  over.  He  purchasea,  under  a  borrowed 
oame,  a  brig  of  considerable  burden,  which  he 
despatched  with  passengers  to  New  Orleans  on 
the  19th  of  last  month ;  and  on  the  following 
day  he  went  on  to  Savannah  in  the  stage,  ac- 
cord! nff  to  common  report,  to  recruit  more  peo- 
ple. His  subsequent  proceedings  and  hostile 
preparations  in  the  bosom  of  this  Union,  against 
the  possessions  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  are 
notorious,  and  announced  with  a  scandalous  pub- 
licity in  many  papers  of  these  States.  I  hope, 
then,  that  you  and  the  President  will  apply  the 
energy  of  your  zeal  for  good  order  ana  the  ob- 
servance 01  the  public  laws,  by  restraining  these 
excesses  and  vexations,  which  compromit  the 
neutrality  which  the  President  hay  proposed  to 
preserve  in  the  dispute  subsisting  between  the 
Jlinff.  my  master,  and  some  of  his  provinces  in 
rebeTlion,  and  render  null,  as  you  may  imagine, 
tbe  security  in  which  the  Government  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  rests,  in  a  reliance  on  the  safe- 
guard of  the  said  laws,  and  on  that  of  the  gene- 
ral principles  of  public  good  faith,  which  serve 
as  tne  basis  of  the  tranquillity  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse between  the  nations  and  Qovernments 
of  the  world.    I  renew,  dtc. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Mr*  Fimano  to  Mr.  Erving. 

Palace,  July  16, 1817. 

Sir  :  Since  the  happy  restoration  of  His  Ma- 
jesty to  the  throne  of  his  august  progenitor,  one 
of  his  princijpal  objects  has  been  to  establish, 
Q]jon  solid  foundations,  his  political  relations 
with  the  several  Powers  friendly  to  Spain,  by 
removing  whatever  obstacles  were  of  a  nature 
to  affect  their  future  good  understanding. 

From  the  beginning,  the  state  of  affairs  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States  called  His 
Majesty's  attention ;  and  as  soon,  during  the  last 
year,  as  reciprocal  organs  of  communication 
were  established  by  the  recognition  of  their  re- 
spective Ministers^  the  Kin^  announced  his  de- 
sire of  making  evident  the  right  of  each  Power 
on  the  different  points  of  existing  reclamations. 

In  your  note  of  August  26lh  of  the  last  year, 
addressed  to  my  predecessor,  you  also  manifested 
that  you  were  equally  disposed  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  in  behalf  of  your  Government,  and  to 
conclude  a  treaty  honorable  and  satisfactory  to 
both'  parties,  to  which  end  you  intimated  that 
you  were  authorized  by  ample  powers  and  in- 
structions; but  as  the  various  questions  depend- 
ing between  the  two  Governments,  and  the  inci- 


dents of  later  years,  which  had  conplioated 
them,  formed  a  total  of  objects  which  appeared 
to  require  a  prolix  examination,  His  Majesty 
thou|;ht  that  this  might  be  made  between  his 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington  aodxhe 
American  Secretary  of  State,  with  more  de- 
spatch than  in  Madrid,  where  the  Government  ■ 
of  His  Majesty  found  itself  at  the  time  sur- 
rounded with  a  multitude  of  pressing  engage- 
ments, arising  from  the  necessity  of  re-estab- 
lishing the  order  subverted  by  foreign  invasion, 
and  by  the  very  extraordinary  means  which  had 
been  adopted  to  repel  it  with  success. 

The  Minister  of  the  King  in  Washington  was- 
perfectly  acquainted  with  all  that  happened  of 
late  years ;  he  knew  to  the  foundation  all  the 
rights  of  Spain  upon  each  of  the  depending 
questions ;  he  was  aware  how  well  disposed  was 
the  mind  of  His  Majesty  to  attend  to  the  recla- 
mations of  the  American  Government,  which 
might  be  founded  on  justice,  and  even  to  accede 
to  those  in  which  he  might  voluntarily  please 
the  United  States  without  injury  to  his  vassals 
or  to  the  rights  of  his  Crown.  It  was,  there- 
fore, thought  right  to. authorize  him  with  fuU 
powers,  and  to  make  him  aware  that,  after  enter- 
ing into  an  examination  and  discussion  corres- 
ponding to  the  tenor  of  what  he  knew  respecting 
the  rights  of  Spain,  he  should  proceed  to  an  ad* 
justment,  taking  for  a  basis  {be  demonstrated 
right  of  each  party  upon  each  of  the  points 
discussed. 

But  it  appears  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  deemed  it  to  be  superfluous  to 
enter  into  an  ulterior  discussion  of  said  points, 
after  that  which  had  taken  place  at  a  former 
period ;  and  it  appears  also  to  have  intimated  its 
desire  of  an  arrangement  or  conclusion  upon  the 
whole,  jointly,  of  the  respective  pretensionq,  in 
which,  without  losing  sight  of  the  foundation  of 

eachjConsiderationsof  mutual  convenience  should 
be  equally  attended  to,  and  to  &x  the  basis  of  an 
order  which  could  not  be  easily  changed  in 
future. 

For  this  kind  of  arrangement  by  way  of  con- 
clusion, the  Minister  of  His  Majesty  thought 
that  competent  instructions  were  ^antinff  to 
him  f  and  in  fact  he  was  in  need  of  those  wbich 
were  much  more  detailed  than  those  he  already 
had^  since  they  were  intended  to  terminate  the 
business,  taking  for  a  basis  only  the  examination 
and  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  each  in  the  dif- 
ferent objects  which  the  negotiation  embraces. 

Soliciting  more  ample  instructions,  the  Minis- 
ter has  sent  to  Madrid  the  Secretary  of  his  Le- 
gation, Don  Luis  Noeli,  and  His  Majesty  has 
ordered  that  they  be  prewired  and  arranged  with, 
all  possible  despatch*  But  as  in  this  course, 
which  it  is  desired  to  give  to  the  negotiation|  It 
is  perhaps  possible  that  you  and  I  can  arrive 
more  readily  at  a  result,  seeing  what  you  state 
in  your  notes  of  26th  August  and  19th  Septem- 
ber upon  the  business,  my  desire  to  do  whatever 
may  contribute  to  a  satisfactory  termination  in- 
duces me  to  ask  you  to  please  to  explain  whe- 
ther you  continue  authorized  to  enter  into  oon- 
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ferea^e  with  me,  and  even  to  oonclade  an  ar- 
rangement on  the  matter;  for,  in  this  case,  with- 
oat  failing  to  send  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  a 
Washington  suitahie  instructions,  which  the 
said  Seeretarjr  of  Legation  will  carrjr,  we  can 
also  occupy  ourseJres  in  the  same  business,  and 
perhaps  arriYe  at  a  definitire  arrangement  with 
naore  promptitude  than  the  Minister  of  His  Ma- 
jesty at  Washington,  who,  by  some  occurrence 
or  proposition  made  to  him,  not  foreseen  in  the 
ioatruetioBs.  may  be  put  to  the  necessity  of 
again  consuhing  His  Majesty,  and  thus  creating 
delay,  which  cannot  happen  with  me,  who  have 
the  honor  to  receive  daily  the  orders  of  the 
King. 

ir  you  feel  yourself  authorized  to  this  effect, 
our  progress  in  this  business  may  be  substanti- 
ally the  same  as  indicated  in  your  note  of  the 
26th  August ;  for  though,  in  the  projected  ar- 
rangement, we  take  for  our  guide  considerations 
of  reciprocal  oonTenience,  and  the  desire  to 
avoid  the  reproduction  of  motives  of  disagree- 
ment for  the  future,  a  consideration  of  the  re- 
spective rights  of  our  Governments  in  the  ques- 
tions depending  can  never  be  lost  sight  of,  as 
yott  also  indicate  in  your  said  note ;'  to  the  end 
that  the  sacrifice  or  relinquishment  which  each 
may  think  it  proper  to  make  should  be  corres- 
pondent and  proportionate  to  what  he  may  exact 
from  the  other  in  return. 

If  we  shall  succeed  in  forming  the  arrangement 
which  we  desire  to  conclude,  in  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  right  of  each,  modified  by  considera- 
tions of  reciprocal  utility,  it  cannot  be  but  firm 
and  durable,  and  consolidate  a  good  understand- 
ing  between  the  two  nations,  both  of  which  are 
interested  in  preserving  it. 

I  profit  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  as- 
surances of  my  high  consideration,  and  pray 
God,  dbc. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Mr,  Erving  to  Don  Jott  Pizarro. 

Madbiu,  July  19, 1817. 

Sir:  1  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your 
excellency's  note  of  the  16th  instant. 

Adverting  to  a  late  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  united  States  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty,  your  excellency  seems  to  con- 
clude that  the  American  Government  hath  de- 
clined to  enter  into  an  ^^uUerior  tUtcuuion'^^  of 
the  several  poinu  of  diff<^rence  which  present 
themselves  for  adjustment  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  to  have  intimated  a  wish  to  make  an 
arrangement  founded  upon  an  aggregate  view  of 
their  respective  pretensions,  in  which,  without 
forgetting  the  principles  on  which  the  right  of 
each  reposes,  a  due  regard  should  be  observed  to 
considerations  of  mutual  convenience. 

For  this  class  of  arrangement  you  allow  that 
Mr.  Onis  had  not  sufficient  instructions;  those 
which  he  had,  authorizing  the  termination  of  a 
negotiation  oiiljr  upon  the  basis  of  an  examina- 
tion and  recognition  of  the  rights  of  each  party 


on  each  of  the  several  objects  which  the  negotia-, 
tion  should  embrace. 

But  it  appears,  from  the  correspondence  ad-, 
verted  to,  not  only  that  Mr.  Onis  did  not  con- 
ceive himself  to  be  authorized  to  negotiate  and 
sign  a  treaty  of  the  kind  indicated,  but  that  he 
was  not  empowered  to  negotiate  and  settle  a. 
convention  on  any  separate  object;  for,  by  the 
Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  him  of  January  4th, 
he  was  expressly  invited  to  enter  into  such  ar- 
rangement respecting  two  important  poinu. 

In  fine,  it  distinctly  appears  that  Mr.  Onis  found 
himself  empowered  to  discuss  every  point,  but 
not  to  conclude  on  any  one  separately,  ori)n  the. 
whole  in  nuiss.  This  certainly  did  not  accord 
with  the  just  expectations  of  mv  Government, 
founded  upon  the  declarations  or  Mr»  Cevalloa, 
when  he  transferred  the  negotiation  to  Wash* 
iogton. 

But  I  refrain  from  dwelling  more  particularly, 
on  this  matter,  and  pass  to  that  part  of  your  ex- 
cellency's note  which  contains  a  proposal  for  ar- 
ranffing  our  differences  here. 

with  a  view  to  the  most  speedy  termination  of 
these  differences,  yon  propose  that,  without  sus- 
pending or  delaying  the  instructions  which  are 
to  be  sent  .to  Mr.  Onis,  we  now  enter  upon  the 
negotiation ;  and  you  ask  me  whether  I  feel  au- 
thorized to  confer  with  you  on  the  matter,  and  to. 
conclude  an  arrangement.  Instructed  of  the  in- 
variable desire  of  the  President  to  regulate  by 
treaty  all  the  grounds  of  difference  which  have 
unhappily  so  long  subsisted  between  the  two 
countries,  and  to  esublish  their  relations  of  peaea 
on  the  most  solid  and  permanent  basis;  and  being 
also  well  persuaded  of  the  sincerity  and  concilia- 
tory disposition  which  dictate  this  proposal  on 
the  part  of  your  excellency)  it  is  my  duty  to  pro- 
mote the  object  of  it  as  far  as  may  be  in  my 
power ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  explain  myself  to 
you  on  this  head  with  the  utmost  frankness. 

The  powers  and  inf tractions  which  I  received 
from  my  Government,  as  announced  in  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Cevallos  of  August  26, 1816,  have 
not  been  revoked;  but  your  excellency  un- 
derstands perfectly  well  the  situation  in  which 
I  am  placed  as  regards  these,  by  the  refusal  of 
your  predecessor  to  tceat  here,  and  bv  the  powers 
which  he  sent  to  M^-  Onis.  You  will  clearly  per- 
ceive that  I  cannot  do  or  consent  to  any  act  which 
may  have  the  least  tendency  to  reurd,  in  the 
smallest  deffree,  the  arrangement  so  much  desired ; 
consequently,  that  I  ought  to  avoid  enteriog  into 
regular  discussiona  on  the  several  subjects  of  my 
note  of  August  26 ch— discussions  which  must 
needs  occupy  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  conse- 
quently delay  the  departure  of  Mr.  Noeli ;  for  I 
presume  that  it  cannot  be  within  yoiir  plan  that 
he  should  depart  pending  such  discussions,  and 
thus  produce  all  the  difficulties,  embarrassments, 
and  interminable  delays  of  a  double  negotiation. 

Connected  with  this  is  another  consideration 
of  major  importance.  Tour  excellency  is  fnlly 
aware  that  the  transfer  of  negotiations  from 
Madrid  to  Washington,  in  the  last  y^fi  bad  the 
appearance  of  an  unnecessary  procrastination, 
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ami  tbat  cbe  ioba^aenr  dtseorery  of  the  iiisoffi- 
eiency  of  Mr.  Onis's  iostruetioM  mifht  etea 
iieetD  to  jastiff  tike  reproaoh  of  its  beiDga  stadicd 
oflft.  Now,  ihe  relfMsfer  of  the  Deviations  to 
Madrid,  aniest  we  are  perfectiv  certato  that  tbey 
will  terminate  favorably,  will,  as  far  as  ft  may 
tend  to  create  farther  delay,  neoessariiy  bare 
the  saane  effect  in  augmented  force.  I  am  con- 
fident that  such  a  course  is  neither  in  the  policy 
nor  character  of  yotir  excellency ;  it  is  necessary, 
however,  for  me  to  pronounce  myaalf  eipliciuy 
OD  these  points. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
ia  his  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of  JanoaTy  35th,  has  ob- 
seifed  that  Mr.  Onis  "  had  agreed  with  him  that 
any  farther  discussion  of  subjects  which  bad  been 
so  often  discussed  and  completely  exhausted 
would  be  useless,  since  it  coultl  not  be  presumed 
that  any  change  of  opinion  on  any  pomt  could 
take  place  on  either  side.  Each  {mrty  ander- 
staads  its  rights,  and  has  doubtless  made  up  its 
nrind  as  to  the  conditions  which  it  is  wiHing  to 
adopU" 

Within  the  rule,  therefore,  which  this  para- 
graph points  to,  I  am  disposed' to  act.  I  presume 
your  excellency's  plan  to  be  substantially  the 
saihe,  and  your  proposal  to  have  been  suggested 
by  aiMl  founded  on  that  which  you  understand 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to 
have  made  to  Mr.  Onis ;  indeed,  you  have  ex- 
pressed yourself  on  both  of  them  in  nearly  the 
same  terms. 

Thus,  when  His  Majesty^  Cabmet  shall  have 
determined  on  the  instructions  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Onis,  it  will  have  determined  on  the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  treaty  shall  be  made ;  then, 
if  your  excellency  will  odBfer  to  me  the  basts  of 
■tt  adjustment,  I  will  say  instantly  whether  I 
din  or  cannot  accede  to  it,  or  will  propose  to  you 
sach  modifications  of  it  as  my  instructions  may 
require,  and  His  Majesty's  GK^vernment  may  find 
to  be  admissible^ 

In  these  transactions  we  shall,  a»  your  ex- 
cellency has  well  observed,  take  for '  our  guide 
consideration*^  of  reciprocal  convenience,  each  of 
us  keeping  in  view  the  rights  of  our  respective 
Governments.  Th^se  being  i)erflectly  understood 
by  both  of  us,  and  no  diseussion  being  necessary 
to  fix  our  knowied|;e  of  them,  we  shall  avoid 
reproducing  the  tnotives  of  disagreement  to  which 
you  allude ;  and  by  this  knowledge  we  shall  also 
riegulate  the  concessions  which  either  may  be 
disposed  to  make. 

Thus  we  may  terminate  instantly,  and  in  per^ 
feet  harmony,  all  causes  of  jvesent  complaint 
and  all  grounds  of  future  misunderstanding,  and, 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both  Gbvemments, 
lay  a  secure  foundation  for  those  friendly  rela- 
tions which  they  are  equally  desirous  to  maintain. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency,  dbc. 


16*.  Pizwrro  h  Mr,  Ermng* 

Palaob,  Jviy  27, 1B17. 

Sin:  I  have  received  your  esteemed  note  of 
the'  I9th  instant,  ia  which  you  are  pleased  to  re- 


ply to  mine  of  the  10th ;  and  I  Observe  by  it  ik«c 
we  are  animated  with  equal  sentiments  and  tfe^ 
sires  to  see  the  different  questions  pending  be- 
tween our  two  Gtovernments  satisfactorily  and- 
honorably  terminated.  With  these  disposftiona 
on  either  side,  it  will  noi  be  difficult  for  us  to  ar* 
rive  at  the  desired  arraa^ment,  provided  it  is  «e- 
companied  with  a  due  impartiality  of  judgment 
on  the  matter  produced  by  each  of  us  in  support 
of  bis  rights  and  pretensions. 

I  allow  (hat  a  prolix  discussion  on  the  points 
which  have  biefen  heretofore  agitated  may  be  die* 

e eased  with,  although  subsequent  circUflnstaneea 
ave  not  failed  considerably  to  change  the  state 
of  the  question;  but  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  it  will  be  the  shortest  ^r  the  easiest  method 
to  present  on  either  side  a.  preject  of  an  arrange* 
ment  of  the  whole,  without  a  previous  examina- 
tion or  conference,  in  which  at  least  the  points  in 
question,  and  the  actual  state  of  them,  should  be 
ascertained  and  settled,  and  those  on  which  we 
agree  and  those  on  which  we  disagree  should  be 
determined  on,  and  a  summary  view  given  of 
the  reasons  and  grounds  of  our  diversity  of  opin- 
ion.   This  knowledge  is  the  only  rule  by  which 
we,  our  Governments,  and  the  world,  can  deter- 
mine  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the 
conditions  of  settlement  which  may  be  proposed 
to  voo,  or  of  those  which,  on  your  part,  you  may 
judge  proper  to  propose  to  me,  if  you  do  not  con* 
form  to  those  offered  by  me. 

This,  I  believe,  was  your  mode  of  thinking,  and 
appears  also  to  have  been  the  orders  and  iastrac* 
tions  of  your  Government,  when,  in  your  note  of 
the  a6th  August  last,  you  were  pleased  to  say  to 
my  predecessor,  "  I  am  specially  instructed  to  di^* 
cuss  and  to  settle  with  your  excellency  all  the 
ancient  causes  of  misunderstanding,  as  well  as 
the  questions  growing  out  of  recent  occurrences, 
which  are  of  a  character  unfavorable  to  the  ob* 

}'ect  in  view;"  and  in  another  part  you  add:  ^'A 
rank  exposition  of  all  the  grounds  of  complaint  i» 
at  once  the  most  just  and  most  judicious  course; 
for,  to  suppress  or  to  smotbei*  any  of  thein,  in 
condescension  to  temporary  considerations,  is  but 
to  leave  the  seeds  of  future  discord,  and  to  substi- 
tute palliatives  and  expe<Ments  for  satisimctery  and 
solid  arrangements." 

Though  the  urgent  occupations  which  at  that 
time  engaged  the  attention  of  the  miaiatry  did  not 
allow  of  Its  entering  with  you  into  the  desired 
discussion,  yet  His  Majesty  did  not  disapprove  of 
the  method  and  idea  proposed  by  you;  on  the 
contrary,  the  very  same  served  as  a  rule  for  the 
conduct  prescribed  to  I>on  Luis  de  Onis,  the  aeat 
of  negotiation  only  being  cbansed ;  that  is,  ia* 
stead  of  its  being  carried  on  at  Madrid  between 
jroa  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  His  Majesty, 
It  was  to  be  carried  on  at  Washington  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  there  and  the  Minister  of 
the  King. 

Dob  Luis  de  Onis,  to  whom  was  prescribed  the 
said  conduct  adequate  to  your  proposition,  eould 
not  but  notice  the  considerable  difierence  between 
what  he  had  been  thus  advised  of,  and  the  maai* 
fcstation  which  was  forthwith  made  to  hiiA  by 
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tkmi  QoreffBintBi,  of  its  edMUMtf  woff  dke«»- 
•itti  to  be  naetcw,  tince  it  was  aoc  to  b»  presMMd 
that  cither  party  wwaUd  efaaa^  its  opinioa  $  and 
thie  eirenamsDee  baa  beea  one  of  the  inotiTM 
which  has  obliged  hkn  to  soiieit  iattinetionaniore 
Butted  lo  the  pr«HDt  ditpotlttoas  manifeated  bf 
that  QoveraDBtat,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to 
yea  in  my  sote  of  the  16th  iestaat* 

I  give  doe  weicfat  to  what  yoa  ate  pleased  to 
ittdicete  to  me  rmtiTe  to  j^oer  sitoatioii  after  the 
oeearreneea  which  have  loterveaed;  but  I  also 
think  that,  aoimated  with  the  same  zeal  for  the 
trae  unereeC  of  ear  Qovernmeats,  we  may  ia  a 
ahort  tioae  do  much,  and,  without  eonsiderably 
vetardiiiy  the  departare  of  Doa  Lets  Noeli.  we 
■ny  arnye  at  soiae  conclosiye  resalt^  or  at  least 
Haciiitaie  the  ooaelosion  of  the  nefotiatioa. 

In  my  opinion,  the  ot»}eet  woeld  be  promoted 
by  a  short  diseuasion,  io  whieh  we  shall  establish 
the  points  of  eootrorersy,  and  the  respective 
grounds  of  them,  before  prescniiag  any  plan  of 
arrmn|[ement ;  but  if  you  think  diffirently)  I  have 
AC  objeetion  to  mal^  out  a  project  of  arraoge- 
aaent)  though  it  will  carry  with  k  the  ioconve- 
ifricnee  of  not  having  been  preceded  by  an  eah> 
amiBation  of  the  soud  fonnoatioas  on  which,  I 
betieve,  I  am  able  to  support  it  f  at  the  same 
tieae,  the  instreetions  which  Don  Luis  Noeli  is 
to  cmrty  to  the  Minister,  Oais,  will  be  preparing; 
lor  the  intention  of  His  hfajoBtjr  is,  that  no  aaeans 
or  mode  shall  be  neglected. which  may  prodnce 
an  arrangement,  provided  that  the  cooditions  of 
ii  be  compatible  with  the  interest  of  his  vassals 
aud  the  hoaor  of  his  Crown.    I  renew,  4bc 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


J6-.  Erving  U  16*.  Pisarrs» 

MAimiB,  July  2d,  1817. 

8i«:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yestei^ay 
evening  yeitr  eiceUency's  note  cf  the  97tn 
fiiscaol. 

Respecting  what  is  contained  in  nay  note  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  reply  to  the  prepoaal  which 
you  were  pleased  to  mnke  to  me  in  your  note  of 
the  16th  instant,  you  observe,  that  though  a  prolix 
discussion  of  the  several  points  ia  ouotion  be« 
tween  oqr  two  Governments  may  be  avoided, 
yet  cbat^  previous  to  any  project  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  them  being  presented,  it  might  be  well 
for  us  to  enter  into  some  examination,  and  come 
to  some  agreement  upon  each  of  them.  You 
deem  this  mode  to  be  necessary  for  the  justifica- 
tioD  of  our  proeeedififs  before  our  respective 
Cktvenments,  and  yeu  eoodode  that  it  is  the 
one  which  I  had  in  view  in  my  note  to  your  pre* 
deeessor  of  August  96, 1816^  Yon  fo  on  to  re- 
rk,  that  thoi^  the  urgent  ocoopations  of  that 


Minister  at  the  time  prevented  his  adopting  my 
pfaia>  yet  the  aame  was  givea  for  a  role  of  Mr. 
Onis's  condaot  in  the  negotiation  then  trans- 
ferred to  Waihiogton ;  and  that  it  was  not  till 
Mr.  Onis  found  the  Qovernmeot  of  the  United 
Itetes  indisposed  to  renew  diaeusssioas  on  sob* 
jeato  which  had  been  so  completely  exhaiuied, 
that  he  thought  proper  to  aend  heme  for  snoh 


further  iostruetions  as  might  enable  him  to  treat 
in  the  mode  proposed  by  the  Secreinry  of  State. 
Your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  remind  you 
that  all  the  priacipal  points  put  forward  in  my 
above*mentioned  note  to  Mr.  Cerallos  had  been 
most  minutely  and  repeatediv  examined  and 
debated,  and  that  one  of  them  had  been  adjusted 
by  a  eonvendon  made  here  in  the  year  18(KL 
during  the  ministrv  and  through  the  agency  of 
Mr.  CeralkM  himself ;  that,  snbMqoently,  via :  iu 
the  year  1805,  Mr.  Cevallos  being  sttll  Minister^ 
the  United  States,  with  a  desire  of  regulating 
bv  treaty  all  those  questions,;  seat  Mr.  Monroe 
(late  Secretary  of  State)a  Minister  Bxtraordiaanr 
lo  this  Court ;  and  that,  in  the  neiroiiations  which 
then  took  place  at  Aranjuec,  all  that  learniiig 
and  ingenuity  could  produce  was  exhausted  in 
controversy.  Little  remained  then  for  me  but 
to  reproduce  the  subjects  of  complaint,  and  to  sup* 
port  them,  wherever  the);  might  be  contested,  by 
the  ample  materials  which  had  been  furnished 
by  those  who  had  gone  before  me.  At  the  saaae 
time  a  reasonable  hope,  founded  on  the  assur- 
ances of  Mr.  Onis,  was  entertained  by  my  Qov- 
ernment  that  the  Spanish  Cabinet  would  readily 
consent  to  forego  all  irrltatiag  questions;  the 
same  seatimeat  was,  therefore,  expressed  in  my 
oommonioaiion  to  Mr.  Cevalloi^  and  it  had  evi- 
denti  jr  a  vif  w  to  the  prompt  termination  of  the  ae-> 

Satiation.  As  to  the  motives  whieh  may  have  iw^ 
need  Mr.  Cevallos  to  decline  negotiatioa,  i  am 
bound  to  consider  as  valid  those  which  your  exoel-i 
leaev  has  offered.  They  are  not,  however,  sueh  aa 
he  thought  proper  to  allege  in  his  note  to  me  of 
September  15, 1816.  Ue  founds  his  determina* 
tion  on  a  passege  in  Mr.  Monroe's  lettes  to  Ma. 
Ottis  of  Jnne  lOch ;  the  very  letter  in  which  the 
Secretary  of  State,  after  expressing  his  regrea 
that  Mr.  Onis  had  not  power  to  nsgotiate,  in-? 
forub  him  of  my  appointmmit  for  that  purpoas^ 
How  Mr.  Cevallos  could  have  construed  this 
into  a  desire  of  the  Piesident  to  remove  the  ne* 
gottation  to  Washington,  thus  renderiuff  useless 
the  iastruction  which  it  was  annoonced  and  just 
been  given  to  me,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture ;  hot  certain  it  is  that  no  other  plea  was 
offered  for  the  very  extraordinary  measure  thai 
taken  tbau  His  Majesty's  desire  to  accede  to  the 
wishes  of  the  President. 

I  understand  your  excellency  to  intimate  that 
the  plan  of  negotiation  proposed  by  me  to  Mr. 
Cevallos  having  been  approved  by  His  Majesty, 
and  given  to  Mr.  Onis  as  a  rule  for  his  ooodoet, 
no  change  of  policy  or  disposition  in  this  Qovem* 
moot  is  to  be  inforied  from  its  removing  the  ne*- 
gotiation  to  Washington-^that  it  was  a  mere 
change  as  to  plaee,  which  is  not  important. 

On  this  vour  excellency  must  allow  me  to  ob^ 
serve  that  &f r.  Onis  hioiself,  after  he  had  received 
his  powers,  coafessed,  in  a  note  of  February  10th 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  was  entirely 


ignorant  of  what  had  passed  between  Mr.  Ceval- 
los and  me.  If  you  will  revert  to  the  correspond- 
ence, you  will  nndubundant  proof  that  Mr.  Ooia 
was  not  placed  ia  the  situauon  which  you  have 
supposed* 
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lo  niT  note  to'Mn  Gevallot  of  August  26, 1816, 
I  Km  told  that  I  was  *'  specially  instructed  to  dis- 
cuss and  to  settle."  In  that  of  September  l^h. 
that  I  coald  "  in  no  ease  be  under  the  necessity  or 
referring  to  my  Government  for  future  instruc- 
tions." d^.  I  expressly  asked  the  Minister  whe- 
ther it  was  His  Majesty's  intention  to  place  Mr. 
Onis  **  in  a  position  equally  favorable  to  the  spee- 
dy adjustment  of  our  differences."  Mr.  Cevallos 
did  not  pretend  that  such  was  his  intention ;  and, 
in  fact  we  find  by  Mr.  Onis's  correspondence  in 
several  places,  but  most  distinctly  in  his  tetter  of 
February  21st  to  the  Secreury  of  Sute,  that  he 
had  no  instructions  whatever.  In  that  of  Febru- 
ary 10th,  he  even  makes  conjectures  as  to  the 
mode  in  Which  they  may  have  miscarried ;  in  that 
same  letter  he  also  makes  conjectures  as  to  the 
motives  which  his  Qovernment  may  have  had 
for  transferring  the  negotiations  to  Washington. 
And  thus,  sir,  it  is  also  made  evident  that  Mr. 
Onis  has  sent  home  for  instructions,  because  he 
had  them  not ;  not  because  he  has  made  any  new 
discovery  as  to  the  views  of  the  American  Qoy- 
ernment  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  negotiations. 

Certainly,  after  ail  the  discussions  which  had 
taken  place  upon  all  the  points  in  contest  between 
the  two  countries,  it  was  no  extravagant  expecta- 
tion in  the  Gkivernment  of  the  United  ptates  that 
the  Spanish  Government  was  prepared  for  an  ar- 
langement,  and  that  no  more  time  was  to  be  lost 
in  reconsidering  matters  which  had  been  so  often 
considered.  Yet,  withal,  in  consentiuff,  in  the  year 
1816,  to  treat  in  this  way  with  Mr.  Onia  himself 
on  the  great  question  of  boundaries,  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  on  that  point  are  very  particu- 
larly insisted  oo  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter 
to  Mf  •  Onis  of  June  10th  of  the  same  year.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  excelleocy's  attention  to  that 
letter.  It  was  after  that  attempt  to  settle  the  point 
had  failed,  from  the  impossibility  of  coming  to  an 
agreement,  created  bj  the  very  extraordinary 
pretensions  set  up  by  Mr.  Onis,  and  after  he  had 
declined  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  spolia- 
tions and  the  suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New 
Orleans,  that  theSecreury  of  State  wrote  to  him 
the  letter  of  January  25th,  which  your  excellency 
has  quoted ;  and  even  in  that  very  letter  he  anew 
invites  |ilr.  Onis  to  negotiate  on  the  points  men- 
tioned in  his  preceding  letter  of  January  14th. 

Your  excellency  will  see,  then,  that  the  Amer- 
ican Government  has  never  avoided  discussion, 
when  it  might  tend  to  any  useful  purpose,  but  that 
it  has  avoided  all  controversy  which  could  pro- 
duce nothing  but  irritation ;  and  that  it  declined 
to  continue  to  agitate  these  questions  with  Mr. 
Onis  only  when  it  saw  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  terminate  them  by  an  arrangement. 

Had  Mr.  Cevallos  made  to  me  the  proposal 
which  your  excellency  now  makes,  I  had  read- 
ily accepted  of  it,  and  I  presume  that  it  might 
have  led  to  a  happy  result  |  but,  by  the  course 
which  that  Minister  took,  I  have  been  left  in  a 
situation  of  peculiar  delicacy  i  and  of  this  I  per- 
ceive that  you  are  fully  aware.    It  is  not  in  my 


power  to  treat  these  subjects  now  as  I  would  hare 
treated  them  at  that  time ;  this  were  to  transfer 
the  negotiation  to  Madrid,  the  inconveniences  of 
which  I  have  pointed  out  in  my  note  of  the  19th 
instant.  To  this  purpose  my  instructions  are 
not  coropetenL  It  is  therefore  that,  though  ani- 
mated by  the  same  conciliatory  dispositions  which 
are  manifested  by  your  excellency,  and  though 
equally  anxious  to  contribute  to  the  desired  re- 
sult, I  have  yet  felt  myself  obliged  to  confine 
myself  to  the  simple  proposal  contained  in  ray 
last  note. 

You  are  now  occupied  in  forming  instructions 
to  Mr.  Onis,  which,  as  you  are  pleased  to  explaini 
are  to  be  calculated  to  enable  that  Minister  to 
conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  on  principles  of  reciprocal  accom- 
modation, without  renewing  controversies  with 
which  both  parties  ought  to  be  completely  fa- 
tigued. That  being  so,  it  will  be  quite  easy,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  for  your  excellency  to  accede 
to  my  proposal. 

Your  instructidns  render  discussions  at  Wash- 
ington unnecessary ;  they  cannot  then  be  neces- 
sary here  |  they  will  contain  in  effect  the  terms 
of  a  treaty.  The  same  mav  then  be  proposed 
here,  with  a  view  to  saving  or  time,  and  to  avoid- 
ing the  possible  delays  pointed  out  in  your  note 
of  the  16th.  You  will  of  course  found  your 
instructions  on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  antece- 
dent discussions.  I,  on  my  part,  am  fully  in- 
formed on  the  claims  of  my  Government.  You 
are  also  well  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  those 
claims,  and  of  the  ground  on  which  they  repose. 
I  can  nave  nothing  new  to  offer  to  you  on  the 
subject.  We  bring  into  our  communications  a 
reciprocal  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  a  mutual 
conviction  that  the  questions  in  dispute  are  sus- 
ceptible of  an  adjustment  which  will  establish 
on  a  solid  foundation  the  friendly  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Your  exeelieney  can* 
not  fail  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  your  Sover- 
eign, whose  daily  orders  you  have  the  advantage 
or  receiving;  and  I,  on  my  part,  doubt  not  but 
that,  in  accepting  an  arrangement  which  shall 
secure  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States, 
I  shall  meet  with  the  approbation  of  my  Govern* 
ment. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances,  dbc. 

G.  W.  BRVING. 


Don  Jon  Pizarro  to  Mr.  Erving* 

Palacb,  AvgUMt  17, 1817. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  esteemed  note  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  and  to  conform  with  your  wishes, 
I  shall  proceed  to  present  you  in  this  letter  with 
my  ideas  as  to  the  plan  of  an  larrangemeat  which 
may  at  once  terminate  in  a  friendly  way,  with 
reciprocal  utility,  and  without  leaving  seeds  of 
discord  for  the  future,  all  the  questions  pending 
between  the  two  Governments.  My  desire  to 
please  you  induces  me  to  make  it  in  this  form, 
although  I  am  persuaded  that  any  method  of  pro- 
ceeding is  premature  which  deviates  from  that 
indicated  in  your  letter  of  August  26  of  the  laat 
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year ;  and  that  the  sore  method  of  arriTing  at  the 
arraogement  desired  is,  as  I  bad  the  honor  to  tell 
yon  in  my  note  of  the  16th  of  Jane  last,  'Mo  take 
for  our  guide  the  perfect  knowledge  of  the  right 
of  each  party,  modified  by  considerations  of  re- 
ciprocal utility ." 

Allow  me  to  obserre,  first  of  all,  that  you  ar^ 
pleased  to  express  in  support  of  the  mode  of  think- 
ing ^f  your  Qovernment,  as  to  the  points  of  dis- 
cussion haying  been  exhausted  in  the  negotiation 
at  Aranjuez  in  the  year  1805,  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  altogether  well  founded }  for.  since  that 
epoch,  so  great  is  the  mass  of  documents  and  au- 
thentic and  indisputable  proofs,  as  well  French 
as  Spanish,  which  His  Majesty  has  collected 
respecting  the  subjects  of  that  discussion,  and 

Eirticularly  relative  to  the  western  boundary  of 
onisiana,  that  I  doubt  whether  there  be  a  point 
which  is  susceptible  of  more  exact  and  rigorous 
demonstration  than  the  determination  of  the  di- 
Tiding  line,  which  has  separated  fand  separates) 
liouisiana  from  the  province  (^  Texas  and  the 
other  Spanish  possessions  in  that  part  of  the  conti- 
nent, as  I  will  have  the  honor  to  show  you  in  the 
event  of  our  entering  particularly  into  the  exam- 
ination of  this  question. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  already  intimated 
in  my  note  of  the  27ch  ultimo,  and  as  you  have 
previously  acknowledged  in  yours  of  the  26th 
Aogost,  the  circumstances  that  have  occurred 
since  the  year  1805  have  considerably  altered  the 
state  of  the  question  in  nearly  all  the  points  of 
controversy. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  it  will  suffice  to  re- 
flect on  the  augmentation  since  that  period  of 
the  claims  for  indemnity  on  account  of  losses,  in- 
juries, and  harm  sufifered  by  the  Government  and 
subjects  of  the  two  countries  in  consequence  of 
the  excesses  committed  by  individuals  of  both 
nations  against  the  law  of  nations  and  the  exist- 
ing treaty.  Tou,  on  your  part,  in  your  aforemen- 
tioned note  of  the  d6th  August^  indicate  some  of 
these,  and  I  will  not  enter  here  mto  the  details  of 
those  which  His  Majesty  and  Spanish  subjects 
have  to  reclaim  on  their  part,  not  only  because 
this  detail  would  be  now  inopportune,  but  because 
the  claims  on  both  sides  are  to  be  subjected  to 
the  examination  and  judgment  of  the  mixed  com- 
mission which  may  be  established  to  decide  on 
them. 

Besides  this,  posterior  to  the  year  1805,  the  ex- 
traordinary event  has  occurred  of  His  Majesty's 
having  been  unexpectedly  deprived,  in  the  year 
1810,  during  his  captivity,  of  the  pacific  possession 
in  which  he  was  of  that  part  of  West  Florida 
which  is  between  the  river  Iberville,  the  lakes 
MaarepM)  Pootchartrain,  and  Borgne,  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  river  Perdido,  on  the  other.  When 
the  indisputable  property  of  His  Majesty  in  the 
said  territory  was  demonstrated,  it  was  proved 
that  Spain  did  not  acquire  it  of  France  in  1763 ; 
that  she  received  it  of  England  in  1783  by  a  sol- 
emn treaty ;  that  it  was  not,  and  could  not  be, 
comprehended  in  the  ^  retrocession  of  Louisiana" 
made  to  France  in  the  year  1800;  that  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  France  '^  has  declared  so  officially," 


and  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  as  well  to  Spain 
as  to  the  United  States ;  that  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1778  between  France  and  the  United 
States  opposes  itself  expressly  to  the  acquintion 
by  FYance  (though  she  bad  attempted  it)  of  said 
territory  from  Spain  in  1800;  that  the  royal  ced- 
ula  of  His  Majesty,  issued  in  Barcelona  on  the 
15th  October,  1802,  for  the  delivery  of  Louisiana, 
(which  royal  cedula  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  Government  before  the  United  States 
thought  of  acquiring  the  colony,)  did  not  con- 
template the  delivery  of  territory  east  of  the 
Mississippi  other  than  that  of  the  ^  island  of  New 
Orfean#." 

To  these  grounds,  which  have  established,  and 
do  establish,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  property 
of  His  Majesty  in  the  said  territory,  may  be  add- 
ed those  of  his  pacific  possession  without  inter- 
ruption. The  delivery  of  Louisiana  took  place 
without  the  least  idea  having  occurred  to  the 
French  commissioners,  who  received  it  of  His 
Majesty  for  the  mtfiose  of  delivering  it  to  the 
United  States,  of  aspiring  to  the  possession  of  the 
territory  between  the  Iberville  and  the  Perdido ; 
Spain  continued,  in  the  years  following  the  de- 
livery, exercising  over  it  all  her  authority,  and 
the  United  States  respected  this  possession.  A 
certain  custom-house  regulation  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1804,  which  seemed  to  contain 
some  expressions  susceptible  of  an  equivocal 
meaning  as  to  the  rights  of  His  Majesty  in  the 
territory  of  Mobile,  was  declaimed  against  on  the 
pert  of  the  King,  and  the  United  States  agreed 
to  give  a  satisfactory  and  honorable  explanation 
as  to  the  said  Expressions.  Whatever  might  be 
then,  in  that  state  of  things,  the  pretension  of  right 
which  might  be  formed  against  it,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  conform  to  the  principles  universally  ac- 
knowledged to  enforce  that  pretension*  by  meane 
o/]ac^a.  and,  in  truth,  it  was  a  piinful  duty  for  the 
faithful  Ministers  of  His  Majesty,  on  his  return 
from  his  cai>tivi(y,  to  explain  to  him  by  what 
means  and  circumstances  he  had  been  deprived 
of  the  peaceful  possession  of  the  greater  part  of 
West  Florida  without  war,  or  any  other  stipula- 
tion which  could  authorize^  having  preceded  it. 

The  King,  attributing  this  extraordinary  event 
to  the  circumstances  (also  extraordinary)  of  the 
epoch  which  had  intervened,  flattered  himself 
that  the  United  States  would  not  defer  placing 
things  in  the  state  which  they  were  in  at  the  time 
he  left  his  dominions,  and  the  invasion  of  the 
Peninsula  by  Bonaparte.  The  glory,  and  even 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  might  equally 
incline  them  to  this  restitution ;  for  a  recent  and 
costly  experience  has  made  the  world  see  that 
there  are  no  acquisitions  of  territory,  however 
extensive,  which  can  compensate  the  advantages 
to  result  from  the  reputation  which  those  Gov- 
ernments acquire  who  regulate  their  operations 
by  principles  conservatory  of  order  and  justice. 

With  these  ideas,  the  King  directed  his  Minis- 
ter at  Washington  that,  before  he  entered  into 
the  discussions  which  had  remained  pending,  he 
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shoold  solicit  the  reitomioo  of  affkirt  io  the  alftte 
in  which  thejr  were  at  the  time  of  his  ftbsentiog 
himself.  This  prelimioftry  step  eppeared  cbrre- 
MOOfleDt  to  the  deeorum  of  His  Majesty,  and  the 
United  States  could,  not  fail  to  aeliaowled|^e  it 
to  be  so:  it  being  very  certain  that  the  delicate 
honor  of  the  American  Qovernment  would  not 
consent,  io  a  similar  case,  to  enter  into  oth«r  ne- 
fotiations,  finding  itself  inqoieted  in  the  pacific 
possession  of  even  one  mile  of  iu  acknowledged 
territory,  withoutfirst  soliciting  and  obtaining  the 
due  restoration. 

Notwithstanding  this,  and  that  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  19th  January,  1616, 
is  far  from  containing  the  satisfaction  and  resto- 
ration which  Spain  had  reason  to  expect,  His 
Majesty,  to  give  uneifuivocal  proofs  of  ois  mod- 
eration, and  of  his  friendly  dispositions  towards 
the  United  States,  without  renouncing-sis  he 
does  in  no  way  renounce,  nor  will  renounce,  tin- 
less  in  the  case  of  some  compromise— the  right  oi 
property  and  iKMses^ion  which  he  has  in  the  said 
territory,  has  judged  fit  not  to  insist  on  his  de- 
mand lor  the  present,  in  the  hope  that  this  j^olnt, 
though  in  its  nature  it  ought  to  be  preliminary, 
may  enter  into  the  general  arrangement  with  the 
others ;  but  your  penetration  will  acknowledge 
jeadiJy  that  on  this  essential  point,  as  in  others, 
the  state  of  the  question  is  not  what  it  was  in 
the  year  1805,  new  occurrences  of  such  impor- 
tance having  taken  place  since  that  period. 

You  ought  not  then  to  be  surprised  that  Don 
Luis  de  Oais,  seeing  himself  in  the  necessity  of 
omitting  all  discussion,  as  well  on  the  points 
already  discussed  in*  the  year  1805  as  on  the  more 
recent  occurrences,  and  invited  to  give  his  judg- 
ment on  plans  of  adjustment  presented  by  one  or 
the  other  party,  should  believe  that  the  instruc- 
tions which  he  previously  had  were  insufficient, 
and  even  the  intimation  (avuo'S  conformable  to 
the  contents  of  your  note  of  the  26th  August, 
which  was  remitted  to  him  with  the  powers;  and 
that  in  this  state  he  conceived  himself  without 
instructions  to  treat  in  the  mode  which,  from  the 
commencement,  he  knew  would  be  agrefable  to 
that  Oovernment ;  for,  though  you  are  pleased 
to  say  that  it  was  by  the  note  of  the  Secreury 
of  State  of  the  25th  January  that  Scfior  Oois 
might  observe  that  it  was  desired  to  avoid  all 
further  discussion,  I  observe,  by  the  letters  which 
I  have  from  that  Minister,  that  on  the  6th  Janu- 
ary he  received  the  powers  of  His  Majesty,  and 
that  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month  he  advises 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  already  in  verbal 
conference  expressed  his  opinion  that  discussion 
was  useless,  and  that  he  had  desired  that  propo- 
sals and  plans  of  arrangement  to  be  made  ont, 
which  were  already  making  out  on  the  12th. 

But,  leaving  aside  these  incidents,  which  will 
be  settled  by  the  transmission  of  competent  in- 
structions to  Sef&or  Onis,  I  go  on  to  propose  to 
you,  as  I  have  ofiered,  the  principal  conditions 
of  an  arrangement  which,  in  my  opinion,  may 
terminate  with  reciprocal  satisfaction  the  pend- 
ing questions.  Although  these  will  be  sufficient 
to  explain  my  mode,  of  thinking,  you  will  proba- 


bly notice  that  in  some  points  tbey  are  diffuse, 
where  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  allude  to 
the  right  from  whence  proceeds  tbe  proposal 
made ;  and  that  in  other  places  tbey  are  succinet, 
where  I  have  thought  that  details  may  be  omit- 
ted for  the  present  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
eater  into  afterwards,  if  it  be  agreed  to  put  in 
form  the  transaction,  to  clothe  it  with  the  corre- 
spondent authority }  in  which  case  we  shall  draw 
it  out  by  common  consent  in  terms  appropriate 
to  our  purpose. 

Frcfect  cfeandiHom  or  arHck9  of  orrangemmL 

1st.  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  Uniud  States, 
carrying  iuto  effect  the  convention  which  is  pend- 
ing since  tbe  year  1802,  obli|e  themselves  to  the 
reciprocal  indemnification  of  the  losses,  injuriea, 
and  prejudices  produced  to  the  Government  or 
subjects  of  either  country,  in  consequence  of  ex- 
cesses committed  by  individuals  of  either  nation 
against  the  law  of  nations  or  the  existing  treatf , 
comprehending  in  this  reciprocal  ohligaiioa,  not 
only  the  epocn  to  which  the  said  convention  of 
1802  refers,  but  also  indemnities  for  posterior  ex- 
cesses of  the  same  kind,  committed  by  individuals 
of  either  nation,  from  such  epoch  till  the  day  in 
which  the  present  conviention  shall  be  settled  and 
signed. 

2d.  To  admit,  to  qualifv,  to  judge,  and  defi- 
nitely to  decide  on  the  reclamations  of  this  kind 
which  shall  be  presented,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
the  Oovernment  and  vassals  of  Spain  as  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  commission  of  five  members  shall 
be  created,  of  which  two  shall  be  freelv  nomi- 
nated by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  two  in  the  same  manner  by  the  Government 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  fifth  by  mutual 
consent ;  and  in  case  both  Governments  cannot 
agree  on  the  person  to  be  designated  for  fifth 
commissioner,  one  shall  be  named  on  each  side, 
and  the  final  election  of  one  of  these  be  decidea 
by  lot :  but  tbe  two  persons  so  named  shall  have 
the  following  qualifications ;  IsL  They  shall  be 
neither  Spaniards  nor  citixensof  tbe  United  Statea^ 
either  by  birth  or  naturalization.    Z^.  They  shall 
be^  by  their  profession  and  actual  occupation, 
judges,such  as  in  maritime  and  commercial  States 
are  accustomed  to  examine  and  decide  in  mattevn 
of  public  law  and  maritime  affairs,  whether  from 
France^  England,  Russia,  Ausuia,  or  the  Low 
Counuies.    3d.  The  nomination  of  the  penoa 
shall  be  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of  tbe 
Government  of  the  country  to  which  he  beWncn, 
by  which  shall  be  accredited  the  opinion  theve 
entertained  of  his  iot^rity  and  sufficiency,  of  his 
quality  and  actual  employment  of  judge  in  tbe 
said  matters,  and  with  a  certainty  that  he  majr 
have  permission  to  discharge  the  duties  of  tbe 
commission  in  case  the  lot  should  fdll  on  him. 

In  case  the  American  Government  shall  prefer 
that  the  commission  be  composed  of  seven  per- 
sons, then  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  shall  be 
elected  by  tbe  same  method,  and  have  the  same 
qualifications  as  are  indicated  for  the  fifth  in  this 
article. 
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3d.  TJ^e  sobMaaee  of  the  two  preeeding  articles 
19  taken  almost  literaHf  from  the  conyention 
drawn  op  in  1802^  and  from  the  same  convention 
may  be  taken,  strictly  to  the  letter,  all  that  is  ex- 
pressed  in  it  respecting  the  rules  which  the  com- 
mission is  to  obserre  from  the  moment  of  its  in- 
stallation till  its  dissoIottoB,  after  the  faithful  and 
impartial  discharffe  of  its  doty. 

4tb.  His  Catholic  Msjesty  lias  no  difficulty  in 
consenting.  alsQ|  that  the  same  commission  should 
decide  on  the  reclamations  arising  from  the  losses 
said  to  have  resulted  from  the  suspension  of  the 
deposite  at  New  Orleans,  decreed  bj  the  Intend- 
ant  of  Lonisiana  in  the  year  1802,  in  the  part  of 
his  decree  which  is  reputed  to  be  contrarjr  to 
what  is  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1795,  provided 
it  is  not  desired  to  attribute  to  said  suspension 
the  prejudices  produced  by  false  rumors  of  a  sus* 
pension  in  the  nayigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
nerer  existed,  and  the  rumors  of  an  early  ruptufe, 
which  some  bad-intentioaed  persons  delighted  to 
propagate  at  that  time,  in  the  territory  of  the 
Uoiied  States;  for  the  bad  effMOsand  pf^ndices 
resulting  from  such  false  rumors  can  only  be  at- 
tributed to  the  authors  of  them. 

5th.  His  Catholic  Majesty  haviM  received  from 
the  Government  of  France,  on  di^rept  occasions, 
the  official  and  explicit  declaration  that  the  in- 
juries supposed  to  have  been  brought  on  the  Qov- 
eroment  and  citigene  of  the  United  States  by  the 
French  corsairs,  ^nts,  and  tribunals,  on  the 
coast  of  Spain,  had  b^en  comprehended  and  set- 
tled with  all  others  in  a  convention  made  in  1800 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  reclamations  of  the  American  Qovernment, 
it  follows,  as  well  from  this  circumstance  as  from 
others  which  were  previously  manifested,  (bat 
this  point  should  be  excluded  altogether  from  the 
pending  negotiations.  But  if  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  still  insist  in  not  considering 
itself  satisfied  for  the  said  injuries,  the  natural 
course  and  order  of  the  business  appears  to  be, 
and  has  always  been,  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment should  apply  on  it  to  the  Government  of 
France,  (to  whose  advantage,  and  to  that  of  its 
subjects,  the  product  of  those  depredations,  if 
thev  existed,  was  converted ;)  and  His  Majesty, 
fulniliog  on  his  part  what  is  provided  in  this  ca^e 
by  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  obliges 
hiinself  to  employ  his  efforts,  in  union,  with  the 
United  States,  to  reclaim  and  cause  to  be  restored 
to  the  legitimate  proprietors  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sels and  goods  which  were  taken  from  them,  pro- 
vided that  these  reclamations  have  not  been  exr 
tinguished  by  the  said  convention  of  1800,  ps 
France  has  assured  the  Government  of  Spain  ia 
its  repeated  communications. 

6th.  His  Catholic  Majesty,  master  of  Florida,' 
£ast  or  West,  in  all  ihe  extension  in  which  he! 
received  them  from  England  by  the  treaty  of 
178^,  and  which  they  had  in  possession  of  Qreat; 
Britain  before  said  trearv,  will  be  willing,  for  his 
part,  to  cede  them  with  the  same  extension  to 
(he  United  States  of  America,  in  full  property, 
and  perpetiial  sovereignty,  provided  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  equally  disposed,  on  their  part,  to 


cede  in  the  same  form  to  His  Catholie  Majesty 
that  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  situated  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  the  territory  which 
lies  between  said  river  and  the  well-known  limit 
which  now  separates,  and  has  separated  Louisi- 
ana, when  France  possessed  it  before  1764.  and 
even  before  the  death  of  the  King  of  Sfpaia, 
Charles  II.,  from  the  Spanish  province  called 
Texas ;  so  that,  after  these  reciprocal  cessions  are 
verified,  the  course  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from 
its  source  to  where  it  discbarges  into  the  sea,  will 
be  the  only  limit  of  the  dominions  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  and  those  of  the  United  States ;  and 
though  the  King  could  wish  that,  in  the  most 
southern  part  of  said  river,  where  it  opens  diff^- 
ent  branches  or  channels  before  discharging  Itself 
into  the  sea,  the  separating  line  might  be  contiii- 
ued  through  the  principal  channel  which  passes 
by  New  Orleans,  yet  His  Majesty  desiring,  in  all 
that  depends  on  him,  to  facilitate  the  arranffe- 
ment,  it  may  be  agrc^  and  atipulated  that  tne 
dividing  line  in  the  part  where  the  Mississippi 
separates  itself  and  flows  in«o  different  channels 
shall  be  established  towards  the  western  part, 
placing  it  in  the  middle  of  the  arm,  or  channel, 
called  La  Fourche,  tp  wh^re  it  discharges  itself 
into  thosea }  all  the  delta^  or  ground  of  alluvion, 
situaied  on  the  ea^  of  said  channel  La  Fouroht, 
remaining  in  the  power  of  the  United  States, 

7th.  As,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  it  is  declared  that,  for  the  future,  all  ces» 
sionS|  sales,  or  alienations  of  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory in  America,  shall  be  null  and  of  no  value, 
Spain  herself  remaining  without  power  to  make 
them,  and  England  obligiog  herself  to  aid  the 
Spaniards,  that  the  limits  of  their  dominions  in 
America  should  be  established  and  maintained  as 
they  were  before  the  decease  of  King  Charles  IL, 
and  as  the  part  of  the  Floridas  situated  on  the  east 
of  the  river  Perdido  was  a  Spanish jMSsession  nt 
the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  said  Eling  Charles 
II.,  and  therefore  is  comprehended  in'  the  said 
eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  his  Catholic  M^esty  to  effectuate 
by  himself  the  cession  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing article,  without  the  previous  consent  aiid 
agreement  of  the  Power  or  Powers  interested  in 
the  fulfilment  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Utrecht;  for 
which  reason  it  will  be  indispensable,  incase  that 
the  United  States  shall  accede  to  the  proposed 
armngement,  to  solicit  and  obtain  the  said  con- 
sent of  the  Power  or  Powers  interested,  and  the 
derogation  on  this  occasion,  and  for  this  sole  pur* 
pose  of  the  said  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Uitcecht, 
which  in  all  other  respects  shall  hereafter  remain 
in  fall  Ibree. 

8ih.  It  shall  not  be  permitted  that  vessels  em- 
ployed in  cruising  and  committing  hostilities 
against  the  Spanish  Government  and  vassals,  or 
their  commert:e,  shall  be  armed  or  enter  armed 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  the  vessels 
and  effects  which  such  arined  vessels  may  take 
from  the  vassab  of  His  Majesty,  and  which  inay 
be  carried  ii^to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  embargoed  and  secured  by  the 
aiutboritieB  of  the  .iVknije,aod  definitively  deliyi^ed 
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'ta  the  Minister  or  to  the  Consul  of  His  Majesty 
who  may  be  at  the  nearest  place,  to  hold  at  the 
disposal  of  those  who  maynrore  that  they  are  the 
legitimate  owners.  And  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting and  prohibiting  clandestine  armaments, 
which  may  be  made  in  contra rention  of  this  stip- 
ulation, the  United  States  promise  to  give  the 
strictest  orders  to  the  officers  to  whom  it  belongs 
td  watch  over  and  frustrate  all  attempts  of  this 
kind^  the  United  States  obligins^  themselves  to 
detain  all  suspected  vessels,  wit  bout  permitting 
their  departure  till  the  suspicions  respecting  them 
shall  have  been  cleared  up.  or  till  they  have  given 

-bonds  to  the  satisfaction  oi  the  respective  Consuls 

.  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  guarantying  that  they 
shall  not  commit  such  piracies  and  aggressions 
against  the  vassals  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  who, 

'  on  his  part,  obliges  himself  to  do  the  same  in  the 

'  ports  of  Spain  with  respect  to  the  United  States. 
9lb.  It  being  notorious  that  divers  American 

*  citizens,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
of  the  stipulations  of  the  existing  treaty,  in  its 

'articles  9, 12, 14,  and  16, have  occupied  themselves 
for  some  time  past  in  hostilities  against  the  Span- 
ish commerce  and  subjects,  under  the  pretext  and 
cover  of  certain  unknown  flags ;  and  that  others, 

•with  equal  irregularity,  have  carried  and  supplied 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other*aid  to  the  rebels  of 
aome  Spanish  ultramarine  provinces  which  are 
In  a  state  of  insurrection ;  several  of  the  said  cit- 
izens having  gone  to  the  extent  of  taking  arms, 
and  acting  openly  in  support  of  said  insurrection, 
His  Catholic  Majesty  does  not  doubt  but  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  disapproving 
of  the  conduct  of  the  said  individuals,  and  ani- 
mated by  a  spirit  of  Justice,  and  of  a  religious 
observance  of  the  law  of  nations  and  of  the  treaty, 
will  oblige  itself,  by  an  article  of  the  present  ar- 
rangement, to  promulgate,  and  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted, decrees  and  orders,  which  may  restrain 
and  prevent  such  excesses  in  future ;  in  which 
way,  also,  may  be  avoided  the  reclamations  con- 
sequent on  the  injuries  occasioned  by  the  same 
excesses.  And  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  just  re- 
ciprocity, will  oblige  himself,  on  his  part,  to  re- 
press and  prevent,  in  the  same  fi^rm,  whatever 
excesses  of  the  same  or  a  similar  nature  his  vas- 
sals may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Gtovemment  and  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  their  commerce. 

The  preceding  articles  or  conditions  fulfil,  in 
mv  opinion,  the  ]^roposed  object,  and  embrace 
wnatever  is'essential  to  terminate  honorably,  and 
with  reciprocal  utility,  the  pending  discussions; 
for  thouffh  there  are  some  points  of  secondary 
and  subaltern  impormnce  which  ought  also  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  arrangement,  It  does  not 
appear  to  be  opportune  to  enter  into  them  till  we 
are  agreed  on  the  most  essentia}  articles;  and 
these,  if  the  case  should*  happen  to  clothe  them 
with  due  authority,  we  will  draw  out  by  common 
consent,  explaining  them  with  the  clearness,  ex- 
actness, and  precision  which  is  requisite  in  a 
transaction  so  imporunt  in  itself  and  in  its  con- 
sequences. 
By  this  commnnieatioD  which,  pursuant  to 


your  suggestion,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  yoa 
as  to  the  ideas  of  the  (Government  of  Spain,  on 
an  arrangement  or  settlement  of  all  the  pending 
points,  ^ou  will  acknowledge  the  disposition  of 
His  Maiesrjr  to  terminate,  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tory and  reciprocally  useful,  the  difierences  which 
have  arisen;  but  if  the  American  Government, 
or  you,  who  have  been  pleased  to  manifest  to  me 
that  you  are  instructed  in  its  intentions,  should 
not  find,  in  this  project,  the  reciprocal  utility 
which  Spain  has  believed  to  exist  in  it ;  in  this 
case  the  King,  constant  to  give  proofs  of  the  rec- 
titude cf  his  intentions,  proposes,  in  the  same 
spirit,  another  jnst,  honorable,  and  conciliatory 
method,  which  the  good  faith  of  the  American 
Government  cannot  decline ;  for  it  is  that  which 
is  commonly  adopted  by  civilized  nations  when 
they  proceed  with  a  sincere  intention  to  settle,  in 
a  friendly  and  impartial  mode,  their  difi*erences. 
This  mode,  by  which  wilt  be  also  avoided  the 
inconvenience  pointed  out  by  the  American  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  the  Minister,  Onis,  arising  from 
the  aifficulty  of  overcoming,  in  discussions,  the 
attachment  and  tenacity  of  each  P^rty  to  its  opin- 
ions, and  to  the  pretensions  wnich  they  have 
already  advanced,  is  no  other  than  to  submit,  on 
both  sides,  the  points  in  question,  and  the  grounds 
of  them,  to  the  examination  and  impartial  judg- 
ment of^one  or  more  Powers  friendly  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  to  Spain,  chosen  by  common  con- 
sent, and  who  shall  definitively  decide  upon  the 
justice  and  extent  of  the  pretensions  of  both  Gov- 
ernments; to  which  end  there  shall  be  sent  by 
the  United  States  and  by  Spain  commissioners 
to  inform  the  Power  or  rowers  chosen  for  arbi- 
trators of  their  respective  rights,  each  engaging^ 
in  advance  to  abide  by  their  decisions;  or  other- 
wise that,  by  common  consent,  they  (two  parties) 
should  solicit  the  mediation  of  one^  two,  or  more 
Powers,  friendly  to  both,  that  by  means  of  this 
impartial  intervention  we  may  arrive  at  the  de- 
sired  arrangement.  The  United  States  cannot 
but  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  this  proposal, 
which,  besides  that  it  carries  with  it  the  charac- 
ter of  good  faith,  is  substantially  the  same  which, 
in  a  similar  case,  the  American  Government  baa 
adopted  for  the  deciding  of  points  of  the  same  na- 
ture, In  the  articles  4,  6,  6,  and  7  of  the  treatv 
concluded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  December,  1814, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  persuade  myself  that  in  ail  I  have  said  yoo 
will  see,  and  your  Government  will  also  see,  evi- 
dent proofs  of  the  real  desires  which  animate  His 
Majesty  to  live  in  harmony  with  the  United 
States,  establishing  for  the  future  an  order  of 
things  of  a  nature  to  avoid  the  easy  reproduction 
of  motivea  of  disagreement.  I  hope  that  you  also, 
in  the  disagreeable  event  of  not  considering  your- 
self to  be  sufficiently  authorized  to  conclude  with 
me  here  the  desired  arrangement  in  the  sense  of 
the  articles  stated,  or  to  agree  to  the  decision  by 
arbitration,  or  to  the  mediation  which  I  have 
proposed,  in  reporting  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  this  communication,  will  think  fit 
to  support  it  with  the  observations  which  your 
known  earnestness  to  promote  the  harmony  and 
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fiwpnitY  6f  both  eouatrifli  will  diettte,  so  that 
Dot  Lvis  DeQniB,  to  whom  will  be  teot  iostrue- 
tioiif  onalo^m  to  tbo  priaeiples  of  joftiee  and 
mutaal  eoBrenioace  which  I  bare  laid  down  in 
this  leiter,  may  fiad  greater  faeilitiM  for  arriviDg 
at  the  deaired  object,  aad  thos  we  maf  both  see 
ettabliehed,-  upon  solid  and  permaraeot  ground, 
karmoii^r  between  two  nations  which  haya  the 
greatest  interest  in  preserving  it,  and  none  in  leav- 
ing seeds  of  discord,  produced  rather  by  nnfortv- 
ante  cireamstances  than  by  the  intention  of  their 
TMeetive  Gevemments. 

I  cannot  conclade  this  letter  withoot  manifest- 
iBf  to  yon  another  signal  proof  of  the  friendly 
diepositions  of  His  Majesty  towards  the  United 
fttatcs;  and  that  is,  that  the  re-establisfament  of 
^Meiahtquo  of  1792^  and  the  anaalmeat  of  va- 
rious innovations  and  political  changes,  intro- 
doeed  by  the  abhorred  tyrant  of  France  in  the 
epoch  or  his  fatal  domination,  hoTing  been  ac- 
lUMnrledged  by  all  the  Powers  as  a  base  to  secure 
the  peaee  of  the  world;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  beioff  evident  the  artifice  with  which  he  (Na» 
poleonj  forced  from  Spain  Louisiana,  under  pre- 
text Off  an  illtisory  evcoaoge^  as  also  the  promise 
wliieh  he  made,  and  soon  after  broke,  not  to  aHe»- 
ate  that  colony ;  the  Kio||[,  my  master,  notwiih- 
slauding  these  considerations,  and  that  neither 
tlio  kingdom  of  fitrnria,  nor  any  equivalent  for 
Louisiana,  dismembered  from  his  dominions^  has 
been  secured  to  him,  or  for  the  other  sacrifices 
made  at  the  came  time,  has  abstained  from  mak- 
ing any  demand  on  this  point,  on  the  ground  of 
theetcrftt^^ifo  of  1798 ;  on  the  contrary,  is  disposed, 
if  the  United  States  desire  it,  to  renew,  by  an  ex- 

{ffess  article  of  the  convention,  in  which  the  pend' 
ng  questions  shall  be  settled,  the  past  stipulations 
respecting  Louisiana,  correcting  by  this  means 
whatever  defect  they  might  have  been  afiected 
with  in  their  origin* 

.  I  profit  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  dc. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 

Mr,  Erwng  to  Don  Jou  Pizarro* 

Madmd,  Auguit  19, 1817, 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
exeelienci's  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  in  woicb 
you  are  pleased  to  commouicate  to  oie  the  out- 
line oi  such  a  plan  of  adjustment  of  the  several 
questions  existmg  betwuen  the  two  Qoverumeuts 
us  you  believe  to  be  well  calculated  to  eftotnate 
our  common  object  of  restoring  a  perfect  good 
mndersunding,  and  laying  a  foundation  for  pep- 
feet  harmony. 

As,  in  my  notes  of  19th  aad  89th  July,  I  have 
fully  explained  to  you  the  absolute  impossibility 
in  which  I  have  been  placed^  by  the  transfer  of 
the  negotiations  to  Washington,  of  entering  with 
yon  into  regular  discussions,  and  as  your  excel- 
lency has  well  understood,  and  had  due  consider* 
ation  for  the  motives  which  have  determined  the 
course  that  I  have  observed  in  this  respect,  I 
might  with  propriety  now  confine  myself  to  the 
merely  atounng  you  that  I  am  not  able  to  accede 
to  the  basis  which  yon  hare  proposed,  aud,  taking 
15th  Cm.  2d  Sbss<~54 


that  basis  as  the  result  of  the  deliberatioaa  a# 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  cabinet,  to  the  expreeslou 
of  my  very  sincere  regret  that  it  differs  so  widely 
from  what  would  be  reasonable  in  the  view  of  my 
Government,  I  might  sdd,  that  even  if  I  wero 
authorized  anew  to  engage  in  these  discussions, 
your  excellency's  project  would  scarcely  offer 
me  a  hope  of  coming  to  such  an  arrangement  as 
might  satisfy  the  jnst  expectations  of  the  United 
States;  for,  as  appears  to  me,  in  iu  leading  fea- 
tures, it  does  but  formalize  the  views  more  looself 
exposed  by  Mr.  OaisL  on  which  the  opinion  of 
my  Government  has  been  already  pronounced* 

Nevertheless,  I  am  induced,  by  the  manner  in 
which  your  excellency  has  stated  the  pretensioos 
of  Spam  as  welt  as  by  respect  for  your  personal 
character,  to  make  a  few  remarks. upon  the  chief 
articles  of  your  project,  that  you  may  thus  be 
the  more  completely  convinced  that  it  is  out  of 
my  power  to  adopt  it«  and  ia  the  hope  that  your 
dispeeitions  to-  conciliation  may  induce  you  to 
model  your  instructions  to  Mr.  Oois  on  a  plan 
altogether  different. 

And,  first,  permit  me  to  correct  a  misappre- 
hension in  which  your  excellency  seems  to  nave 
fallen  with  regard  to  my  note  of  August  86, 1610^ 
to  your  predecessor.    Von  think  that  I  have 
therein  acknowledged  that  occurrences  which 
have  passed  since  the  negotiations  at  Araniuex, 
in  the  year  1806,  have  considerably  altered  the 
state  of  the  question  on  nearly  all  the  poiats  of 
controversy.'  In  the  commencement  of  that  note, 
after  announcing  the  disposition  of  the  President 
to  enter  into  arrangements  which  should  lay  the 
foundation  for  a  lasting  aood  intelligence  betweeu 
the  two  coontries^  I  informed  Mr.  Cevallos  that 
I  was  ^  specially  instructed  to  discuss  and  to  set- 
tie''  all  causes  of  .misunderstanding,  as  well  of 
encieot  as  of  recept  date.    I  then  proceeded  to 
state  the  principal  points  on  which  I  was  so  au* 
thorized  to  negotiate,  and,  finally,  more  coacisely 
to  enumeilite  those  before  alluded  to  as  of  reeeui 
date ;  it  was  my  intention  to  show  that  the  causes 
of  complaint  had  muUiplied  and  been  aggravated, 
but  not  that  the  state  of  the  questioa  ou  the  points 
which  had  been  previously  discussed  at  Aranjues 
had  been  thereby  altered ;  nor  can  I  now  see,  in 
the  circumstances  particularized  by  your  excels 
lency  as  grounds  of  complaint  on  the  port  of 
Spain,  any  reason  for  assent  to  such  an  opinioui 
The  claims  of  Spanish  sabjeots  on  the  Americau 
Government,  and  of  the  Spanish  Qovcmment, 
for  ezeesses  committed  by  individual  oitizeas^ 
which  you  advert  to  as  posterior  to  the  conven* 
tion  of  1808, 1  was  wholly  unaware  of.    Your 
excelleacy  will  thus  perceive  that  it  were  impos- 
sible for  me  to  accept  of  your  first  article,  provi- 
ding for  a  species  of  claims  never  before  brought 
into  view,  and  for  others  of  a  nature  entirely 
novel  I  hence  I  may  abstain  from  any  remark  on 
the  new  and  difficult  mode  of  forming  a  commis- 
sion by  the  second  article.    But  much  less  could 
I  pretend  to  engage  my  Government,  as  proposed 
by  your  fifth  article,  to  relinquish  its  claim  on 
Spain  for  indemnities  on  account  of  French  spo- 
liations within  -her  jurisdiction— a  claim  in  ita 
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laiurt  so  indisputable— and,  in  lieu  of  it,  resort 
10  the  hopeloM  resource  of  asking  compensation 
from  the  French  Ooyernment,  which,  as  you 
state,  has  declared  that  same  claim  to  have  lleen 
already  satisfied. 

With  respect  to  the  very  important  question 
of  limits,  your  excellency  observes  that,  smce  the 
discussions  at  Aranjuez,  this  Ooyernment  has 
accumulated  documents,  as  well  French  as  Span« 
ish,  more  especially  respecting  the  western  bound* 
ary  of  Louisiana,  which  renoer  that  line  suscep- 
tible of  the  most  exact  and  rigorous  demonstra- 
tion.   Your  excellency  has  not  define^  exactly 
the  line  so  made  out,  nor  can  I  pretend  to  have 
an  opinion  respecting  these  new  proofs,  which  I 
hare  not  seen  $  but  I  ought  to  presume  that  they 
have  been  long  since  communicated  to  Hts  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  in  America,  and  that  he  has  de- 
rived all  the  utility  from  them  which  they  are 
capable  of  affordinff ;  ncTertheless,  I  have  not  ob- 
served the  effect  of  them  in  the  various  commu- 
nications of  that  Minister  .to  the  Secretary  of 
Bute  of  the  United  States,  wherein  the  question 
of  boundaries  is  discussed  or  touched  on ;  and 
your  excellency  muse  have  seen,  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  letter  to  Mr.  Oais  of  June  10. 1816^  to 
which,  in  my  noteof  29th  July,  I  tooktlie  liberty 
of  requesting  your  particular  attention,  that  the 
claims  of  the  United  Slates  as  to  the  western 
boundary  are  not  only  reasserted  in  such  a  way 
as  to  show  that  ihev  have  not  been  affected  by 
any  new  evidence  which  has  been  produced,  but 
that,  in  the  same  letter,  to  avoid  the  useless  rep*, 
etition  of  reasoning  which  had  not  been  shaken, 
express  reference  is  made  to  the  notes  of  Idarch 
8th  and  April  20th,  passed  at  Aranjuez  in  the 
Tear  1805.    Your  excellency  will  perceive,  also, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of 
January  14th  of  this  year,  that,  even  down  to 
that  date,  no  change  of  opinion  had  been  effected 
by  whatever,  either  in  conversation  or  by  wri- 
ting, Mr.  Onis  had  been  able  to  advance  in  fisvor 
of  the  pretensions  of  Spain  on  either  boundary ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  then  the  discussion  was 
closed,  from  the  utter  impossibility  of  coming  to 
an  agreement  on  the  subject. 

Hence,  yonr  excellency  will  see  how  little  in 
my  power  it  can  be  to  accede  to  your  sixth  arti- 
cle, founded  on  the  supposition  that  the  United 
Slates  own  but  a  comparatively  small  territory 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  which, 
in  fact,  requires  a  cession  of  that  vast  extent 
which  lies  between  the  Rio  Bravo  and  the  Mia- 
sissH>pi,  in  exchange  for  what  His  Majesty  owns 
of  the  FJoridas;  and  bow  still  less  possible  it 
were  for  me  to  accept  of  that  article,  embarrassed 
with  the  conditions  which  your  excellency  would 
annex  to  it  by  the  seventh,  upon  a  plea  which  I 
never  before  heard  of,  and  cannot  now  compre- 
hend; for  it  appears  to  me  that  the  reference 
which  you  would  make  is  perfectly  gratuitous. 
Your  excellency  speaks,  I  suppose,  of  that  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  which  was  concluded  July  13, 1713. 

I  understand  that  the  sole  object  of  the  eighth 

article  of  that  treaty  was  to  place  the  commer- 
cial relations  between  Spain  and  Qreat  Britain 


on  the  same  footing  which  the?  had  in  tha  time 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  Charles  II.  The  more 
effectually  to  secure  to  Great  Britain  the  advan- 
tages which  she  was  to  derive  from  that  state  of 
things,  ever3r  extension  of  the  French  commerce 
in  the  Spanish  American  colonies  is  prohibited ; 
and.  consequent! V,  any  transfer  of  territory  di- 
rectly to  her,  or  through  any  other  Power  to  her, 
is  also  prohibited.  The  motion  for  this  stipula- 
tion is  very  clearly  expressed : 

**  Y  para  que  la  naveffacion  y.  comercio  &  las 
Indias  Occidentales  quedan  mas  firme  y  amplia- 
mente  aseguradas." 

These  are  words  of  the  treaty^  and  determine 
the  construction  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  stip- 
lation.  Consequent  on  this,  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  same  object,  was  the  obligation  which  fin- 
gland  entered  into  to  solicit  and  aid  (**Boiicitara 
y  clara  ayuda"])  with  a  view  to  restore  the  state 
of  these  possessions  to  what  it  was  in  the  time  of 
Charles  IL  If,  perchance,  they  had  undergone 
any  dismemberment  since  that  period,  her  obli- 
gation does  not  go  further. 

"  Si  acaso  se  nallare  que  en  aly uo  modo,  y  por 
algon  pretexto,  hubieren  padecido  algona  de»> 
membracion  y  quiebra  despues  la  muene  de  dicho 
Rev  Catolico  Carlos  Segundo." 

Thus  the  purpose  of  this  eighth  article  was 
nothing  more  than  to  place  the  commerce  of  the 
colonies,  in  as  far  as  Ureat  Britain  and  Prance 
were  concerned,  upon  its  former  footios,  and  the 
territorial  possession  in  the  state  it  was  left  in  by 
Charles  IL;  the  obligation  of  Great  Britain  en 
this  latter  point  ceased,  of  course,  as  aoon  as  the 
object  of  it  was  attained. 

With  respect  to  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of 
your  excellency's  project,  I  will  only  observe  that 
no  stipulations  can  be  necessary.  The  United 
States  have  done,  and  continue  to  do,  all  that 
their  neutral  position  and  good  faith  can  re- 
quire; and  where  the  existing  laws  of  the  coun- 
try have  been  insufficient,  there  new  provisions 
have  been  enacted,  as  you  have  seen  by  the  law 
of  Congress  of  March  3d,  (called  **An  act  more 
effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  relations  of 
the  United  States,")  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  you. 

*  As  to  the  alternative  which  your  exedlency 
proposes,  on  the  supposition  that  your  plan  may 
not  be  acceded  to,  of  referring  our  differences  to 
the  arbitration  of  other  Gk>vernmenu,  it  is  cer- 
tainly unnecessary  for  me  Co  assure  you  that  I 
have  np  powers  or  instructions  which  can  author- 
ize my  speaking  on  the  matter. 

Having,  as  f  trust,  now  said  enough  to  con- 
vince your  exceilencv  that  your  proposals  are 
wholly  inadmissible,  I  refrain  from  a  variety  of 
other  observations  which  your  letter  has  naturally 
suggested,  desirinf^  not  to  agitate  questions  whicn 
are  only  fit  for  discussion  where  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  eliciting  from  it  the  grounds  of  accord. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

GEORaK  W.  BRVINQ. 

Don  JOflB  FiZARRO. 
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Dan  Jpu  PizmrrQ  to  16*.  Erving. 

Palace,  Augutt  31, 1817. 

Sir  :  At  the  same  time  that  I  received  your 
esteemed  note  of  the  19ib  of  this  month,  I  re- 
ceived your  private  note  of  the  23d.  Bv  the  first, 
I  have  seen  with  pain  that  yon  not  only  do  not 
think'  that  you  are  authorized,  since  the  transfer 
of  the  negotiation  to  Washington,  to  enter  into  a 
methodical  discussion  of  the  questions  depending 
between  our  Governments,  but  you  do  not  deem 
admissible  by  you  the  project  of  arrangement 
which,  to  complv  with  your  desire,  I  presented 
in  my  note  of  the  17th ;  and.  finally,  that  yon 
can  say  nothing  as  to  the  arbitration  or  media- 
tion which  I  have  at  the  same  time  proposed  as 
the  most  sure  means  of  terminating,  in  an  honor- 
able and  conciliatory  mod^,  the  ezistiog  difier- 
ences.  In  my  opinion,  it  were  easy  to  combat 
and  to  dissipate  the  objections  which  you  are 
pleased  to  make  to  my  said  proposals ;  but,  in  the 
actual  state  of  the  business,  it  has  appeared  to 
me  more  proper  to  hasten  the  departure  of  Don 
Luis  NoelL  with  suitable  instructions  for  the 
Minister  of  His  Majesty  in  the  United  States, 
founded  on  the  knowledge  of  the  respective 
rights,  in  considerations  of  reciprocal  utility,  and 
in  the  desire  of  an  arrangement  by  honocable, 
impartial,  and  conciliatory  means.  His  Majesty 
hopes  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
will  do  justice  to  his  sentiments,  and  will  be 
convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  his  intentions.  As 
in  your  private  note  you'are  pleased  to  express  a 
desire  to  know  the  exact  day  of  departure  of  Don 
Luis  Noeli,  I  ought  to  tell  you  that  be  will  de- 
part within  four  days,  catcuiatiDg  from  to-mor- 
row, and  that  he  will  take  charge  of  whatever 
commission  you  may  put  under  his  care,  and  ex- 
ecute it  with  the  same  punctuality  as  mine. 

I  profit  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  dbc. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 

Don  Luta  de  Onis  to  tlU  Seerdary  of  State* 

DnosMUB  6, 1817. 

Sib:  The  Message  of  the  President  embraces 
two  partioolar  poinu  in  the  pwngiaph  in  which 
he  aDBOonces  the  actual  state  of  Uie  political  re- 
lations between  Spain  and  the  United  Sutes,  of 
which  I  wish  to  have  a  precise  and  exact  knowl* 
edge,  to  reconcile  their  true  meaning  with  the 
sincerity  and  puxiiy  of  the  sentiments  of  which 
the  American  Qorernment  makes  profession,  in 
eonformtty  withthose  which  animate  His  Catho- 
lic Majestyi  when  he  anxiously  seeks  ail  posaiblf 
onems  of  settling  the  difierenoes  pending  between 
the  two  nations,  and  of  strengthening  hia  friend* 
ship  and  good  understanding  with  the  United 
States  on  a  basis  which,  bdng  confirmed  by  the 
most  generous  principles  of  good  faith  and  mu-t 
tual  justice,  may  be  lasting  and  unalterable,  with- 
out leaving  the  seeds  of  discontent,  or  ground  for 
fresh  difieriences  in  future. 

The  two  points  I  speak  of  are,  first,  what  re- 
lates to  Amelia  Island ;  and,  secondly,  what  con* 
earns  Galveston.  > 

.  The  Preaideot  nnnowiQee,  in  renpeet  to  the 


fint,  that  this  island  havincr  been  taken 
d  by  a  jiNirty  of  people  wno  belong  to'  no  coun- 
try, or,  if  they  have  belonged  to  any.  thef  bnre^ 
by  their  condact,  forfeited  all  right  or  puhiioeoB* 
sideration  or  toleration,  they  having  established 
in  the  said  island  a  place  of  refuse,  scandalova 
by  its  piracies,  and  serioasly  prejudicial,  by  a 
contraband  trade,  to  the  United  States,  chiefly  in 
what  regards  the  clandestine  introduction  oiDe* 
groes  into  the  territories  of  the  Uni^,  and  the 
carrying  off  or  flight  of  others  from  the  same 
country,  his  excellency  has,  therefore,  determined 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  evil,  and  had  given  ordeia 
accordingly. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  jrou,  sir,  that  the  expe- 
dition which  took  possession  of  Amelia  IsUad 
Wifs  formed  and  armed  at  Charleston  and  Savan* 
nah,  under  the  comoiand  of  the  adventurer.  Sir 
Gregor  McGregor,  and  wholly  comnesed  or  eiti* 
zens  of  this  Republic,  in  violation  or  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  tne  law  of  nations,  and  th« 
existing  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  said  Stntea* 
I  denounced  thif  expedition  to  yon  at  the  cimoi 
and  iuYoked  the  efficacious  authority  of  the  Fed* 
eral  Gorernment  to  prevent  it,  «nd  panish  thn 
offenders.  The  expedition  proceeded,  notwith- 
standing, from  the  limits  and  ports  of  the  Uniooi 
to  invade  that  island,  and  there  committed  the 
excesses  on  which  the  President  tonohes.  After 
McGregor  had  left  Amelia  Island,  the  district 
court  of  South  Carolina  issued  a  bench  writ  to 
apprehend  htm  wherever  he  might  be  found  with« 
in  the  American  territories.  This  writ  eooM 
not  cerutnly  be  issued  without  a  legal  evideaoe 
of  the  offence,' nor  could  the  offence  be  mora 
enormous  or  more  natorions  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  Union.  It  results  from  this,  that  there 
conld  be  no  just  ground  of  converting  into  an 
act  of  hostility,  or  of  public  detriment  to  Spain, 
the  evils  which  have  flowed  from  the  toleration 
of  similar  armaments  in  the  bosom  of  this  Union— > 
armaments  which  had  for  their  object  the  inva* 
sioB  and  plunder  of  the  possessions  of  a  friendly 
Power. 

I  therefore  request  you,  air,  to  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  of  the  measures  the  President  may 
have  taken  on  this  point,  and  of  his  intentions  in 
relation  to  it,  in  order  that,  by  informing  the  an- 
thorities  of  the  King  in  Seat  Florida  thereof,  thoea 
discontents  may  m  avoided  to  which  an  ecro- 
neons  conception  may  give  rise^  and  all  unfortn- 
nate  impressions  dissipated,  whieh  might  disturb 
the  lively  and  sincere  desiie  of  obncifiation  and 

Grfect  harmony  which  aciuatee  His  Cutholia 
ijesty.     . 

On  the  second  point,  relating  to  Galveston,  the 
President  announces  tnal,  in  that  place,  which  it 
is  contended  falls  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  in  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of  Lou* 
isiana.  a  number  of  vagrant  persons  had  before 
established  themselves,  and  committed  .acts  of 
piracy  very  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  the  United 
Sutes;  and  that, ■  therefore,  bis. excellency  had 
also  uken  measures  to  correct  those  abuses. 

There  are  ti^ro  things  which  I  have  to  remark 
on  this  point.    TJie  first  is,  that  the  place  of  Gal- 
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Teiion  bfts  not  beeoi  ««r  cttr  could  be,  witktii 
the  liuits  of  LoalMaai  beoaiue  at  no  time  did  it 
make  a  part  af  ju  It  bat  eensiantijr  belonged  to 
taa  domiDioat  of  the  Crown  of  Smia  at  a  terri* 
tOif  abaolutely  uacontiected  wilti  aad  difiinct 
fsom  Louisiana^  and,  at  aaoh,  oogbt  to  be  maiii- 
tftined  aod  rei|iected,  ontii  the  United  Btatet  pro- 
duce doeuiiMnts  which  ettablith  their  rigfafu,  and 
aBDil  the  titles,  until  now  unditfptited,  of  prop* 
city  and  poeeetsion  on  the  part  of  SpaiD,  from 
the  earlicBt  tioiee  of  its  discorery  aad  eoaquett 
wto  the  present^  and  this  will  be  determined, at 
there  may  be  occatioa  for  it,  and  may  be  jost,  at 
the  time  of  amicably  arranging  the  qoettion  of 
beoadaries  between  the  two  aaiiooi^  at  Hit  Ca- 
tkolic  Majesty  aincerely  and  earnestly  detires, 
and  a«  I  mto  the  hope  to  terify  in  a  short  time, 
in  hit  royal  name,  by  me«Bt  of  the  negotiation 
whkh  we  hare  estabuthed. 

The  second  thing  which  I  hare  to  recall  to  you 
ie,  that  the  King^i  troops  drore  off  from  Mate** 
gorda  the  Fagabood  freebooters  who  had  taken 
postcesion  of  thai  point }  in  ooatequenee  of  which 
the  tame  adveDiorers  were  (btoed  to  eribcuate 
Ckil^retton,  where  they  had  alto  estaUithed  them* 
teWet,to  that  neither  of  thete  places  wat  after- 
wardt  attacked  or  infested  by  them  or  any  other 
banditti.  Moreovcf )  if,  by  the  occupation  of  Qal* 
Teet<lo  at  that  time,  the  United  Staiet  haye  at- 
tained injuries,  it  is  notorious  that  Spain  hat  suf* 
fared  much  greater  by  the  facility  affwded  to  the 
piraus  in  capturing  Spanish  yestels,  canyi»g^ 
litffla  into  that  place,  and  there  seUiag  ihem  to 
the  citizens  of  this  Union;  that,  from  this  mag* 
asine  of  plaader.  they  conyeyed  the  Spanish 
woperty  to  New  Orleans  aad  othcf  parts  of  the 
United  States  in  American  yesself,  as  is  well 
known  to  yon,  sir,  aud  to  ail  the  world.  In  any 
cfent,  wfaeo  the  ia juries  reciprocally  ceased  to 
American  citizeas  bv  the  Gbyernment  or  subjeeu 
of  Spain,  or  to  the  latter  by  the  Gtoyerament  or 
eiltzens  of  the  United  States,  ace  compated  or 
ettiaaated,  s«ch  an  iadembification  wtlT  be  stipu- 
lated as  is  agreeable  to  justice  and  good  faith. 

Thete  remarks,  aad  others  equally  obyious, 
cannot  fail  to  coayiaee  yo«,  as  I  am  toretbey 
will  ciMvince  the  whole  world  that  there  wat  not 
the  tmaUesi  mofiiye  of  proceeding  to  actft  of  yio- 
knee  on  either  of  the  two  points  which  form  the 
subject  of  this  note,  and  on  which  the  Pretideot 
hat  touched  m  his  Metsage.  I  hope  that  the  ia- 
tentioat  of  hit  cieellency  will  not  differ  ft om  this 
opinion ;  and,  «t  well  to  avoid  the  disagreeable 
ooutequeneet  which  might  arise  from  a  misoa* 
derstanding,  as  to  communicate  to  the  King,  my 
master,  the  true  state  of  things,  I  have  to  requtbt 
of  you,  sir,  as  I  now  do,  a  precise  and  satisfactory 
explanation  on  the  above-mentioaed  two  poiois, 
aaoiely,  of  theateasures  taken  by  the  President 
in  fewtion  to  them,  and  of  bis  inteotioas  upon 
the  subject.  I  flatter  myself  thai  you  will  have 
the  goodue&t  to  give  me  the  said  explaoation  as 
speedily  as  the  case  requires;  and,  in  the  meanr 
timC;  alli^w  me  to  renew  the  atsuraaoes  of  my 
high  eontideration  and  letpeot. 

LUIS  D£  ONIS. 


i%e  Mffiur  to  IJU  aa^e^ 

Dbobmbbb  10, 1817. 

Syr:  Although  I  have  but  just  arrived  at  the 
Pederal  city,  as  you  know,  I  would  not  have  lost 
an  iostanti  after  assembling  the  principal  papera 
and  documents  relatioff  to  tne  difierebdes  pending 
between  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Goyernment  ana 
that  of  the  United  States,  in  resuming  and  con- 
tinuing with  you,  to  definitive  eoncfusioD,  the 
negotiation  which,  by  fortuitous  causes,  was  sus- 
pended in  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  if  I 
had  not  hoped  to  give  you  time  for  being  so  far 
disengaged  as  to  be  able  to  devote  to  these  im- 
portant concerns  all  the  attention  they  require, 
but  I  ought  no  longer  to  defer,  on  my  part,  the 
necessary  steps  to  open  communications  of  such 
high  interest,  aod  cozrsequentiy  to  proceed  with 
you  to  the  settlement  and  amicable  arrangement 
of  all  the  points  in  dispute  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. 

You  will  doubtless  have  been  convinced  of  the 
impossibility  in  which  I  was  placed  of  com- 
mencing this  negotiation  last  Iy  inter,  by  reason 
of  my  not  being  furnished  with  instructions  suit- 
able to  the  new  character  which  ulterior  circum- 
stances had  given  to  it,  and  my  not  having  then 
received  from  my  Government  such  as  extended 
to  this  case.  I  despatched  the  secretary  of  this 
legation  to  Madrid  to  lay  this  deficiency  before 
my  Sovereign,  and  the  difficulty  under  which  it 
placed  me  of  entering  into  a  negotiation  which 
might  effectually  restore  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  two  Powers,  by  putting  an 
end  to  ail  disputes  bv  means  of  a  solemn  transac- 
tion, which,  oeing  founded  on  the  principles  of 
mutual  justice,  and  combined  in  good  faith  with 
those  ofreciprocal  utility  and  convenience,  might 
be  complete!)^  satisfactory  to  both  Governments 
and  both  nations.  His  Majesty,  filled  with  the 
greatest  concern  on  seeing  that,  by  4his  unex- 
pected accident,  the  negotiation  was  delayed, 
notwithstairdiag  hie  most  sincere  and  decided 
wishes  to  couelode  it,  and  strengthen  his  friend- 
ship and  gfl«d  understandiuff  with  the  Uadted 
Stateo,  as  he  faiad  manifested  from  the  fltoment  of 
hit  restoration  to  the  throne,  gave  iaatuedkio 
ordert  that  the  aecessaty  inttructiont  shoald  be 
eommuoieaied  to  me  for  the  execution  of  thie 
sovereigu  truat  in  its  fullest  extent;  and  to  omit 
no  means,  oa  his  part,  which  might  accelerate 
the  desired  epocha  of  thia  uirungemeat  and  de- 
finitive triataction,  he,  at  the  taine  time,  caused 
tp  be  prepoted^  by  hit  priaeipal  Seeretary  of  State, 
to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  a 
'■  pti^coi  for  the  said  tranaaetiou ;  but  it  not  having 
been  admitted  by  that  Minister,  who  taid  that  be 
was  nbt  autborfied  to  reaume  and  terminate  ia 
Spain  the  negotiation  already  transferred  to  Wash- 
iogtoo,und  commRled  to  me^the  aforesmid  teere- 
tary  of  legation  returned  without  lost  of  time, 
and  brought  me  the  suitable  inttructiont,  accom- 
panied with  the  positive  orders  of  Hit  Majesty 
that  I  should  omit  no  mwaot,  as  far  as  might  be 
compatible  with  justice  and  the  Ikonor  of  hia 
august  chnueter,  to  aettie  and  tcrminute  amiea- 
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l»l|r  all  Mndi^;  difiWreacas,  «»d  gtoeroailr  (o 
«ausfy  tbe  United  Statet  in  e^tvftkmg  which 
inktht  depend  o);i  the  free  wUi  of  His  M^stf . 

Siich  are  the  dispositjons  of  the  Kiog,  iny 
naater,  aod  each  the  order*  which  he  has  coin- 
jDunicated  to  me,  aDzioos  as  he  is  to  adjaet  all 
differences  with  the  United  States,  and  give  them 
solemn  proofe  of  his  high  esteem  and  sincere 
friendship. 

I  am  ready,  therefore,  to  resume  the  negotia- 
tion, and  to  pnisoe  it  with  you  In  all  the  points 
embraced  by  it,  until  its  Eoal  termination]  and  I 
shall  be  very  happy  if^  in  doing  so,  I  cap  satisfy 
all  the  desires  and  just  hopes  of  the  United 
States.  ^ 

In  consequence,  I  request,  six,  that  you  would 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  wnen  yon  ace  ready  to 
enter  into  this  imporunt  negotiation,  and  when 
it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  that  we  commence  the 
preliminary  conferences;  or,  in  case  you  should 
consider  them  unnecessary,  that  we  discuss  the 
miaans  of  agreeing  on  and  fizia^  the  niiost  siia- 
pie,  expediuoos,and  suitable  mode  of  proceediag| 
with  all  possible  desnatcl^,  to  the  settlement  and 
final  adjustment  of  all  the  points  in  dispute. 

I  await  your  answer  to  this  note,  animated  by 
the  most  lively  desire  and  the  most  flattering 
hopes  oi  terminating  all  disagreements  and  dis- 
contents  between  two  nations  which,  by  their 
mutual  Interests  and  the  generosity  of  their  sen- 
timents, have  always  liv^  in  pertSect  union  and 
friendship^  and  ought  to  cement  them  mor^e  and 
mfHB  for  their  common  happiness. 

>  In  the  meanwhiUy  I  renew  to  you  n^y  respects, 
and  piay  Qod  to  preserve  you  many  years. 
*^  LUIS  b&  ONIS. 


ne  Seatlaty  tf  BUAt  to  Ben  Lms  de  Onu. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  State,  2?ec.  16, 1817. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  q(  the  10th  instant,  and  sh|di  be  happy  to 
feeeive  you  at  the  office  of  this  Department  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  at  one  o'dook,  tp  confer 
with  you  upon  the  subject  of  it.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  President,  on  this  occasion,  to  assure  yAU 
Qi  the  satisbction  with  which  he  has  learned  that 
you  are'  furnished  with  instructions  (coin  your 
Oovernment  adequate  to  the  adjustment  of  all 
the  differences  between  the  two  countries,  and 
of  the  earnestness  of  hia  desire  that  the  negptia- 
lion  may  terminate  in  an  arrangement  mutually 
antisla^tory.    Iam,dbc. 

JOHN  aUlNQY  AjPAMS. 


Mkm  Lm$  dt  Onit  to  the  awrdmry  of  »&U. 

Wabhihqton,  December  29, 1817. 

Sut :  After  I  had  informed  you  in  my  nots  of 
the  10th  of  this  month,  and  confirmed  the  same 
in  nor  conference  on  the  19th,  of  the  frank  and 
friendly  dispositions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
Oovemmeat  towards  thpit  of  the  United  States, 
nf  hie  sincere  deeire  to  settle  and  terminate  the 
difecences  pending  between  the  two  Grovem- 
llMftie  in  a  ipa^ner  just  and  satisfactory  to  both, 


and  the  pp«itive  orders  I  ha4  reoeived,  with  suit- 
able instructions  to  that  effect,  1  also  acquainted 
you  that  the  King,  my  master,  being  disfMsed  to 
oblige  the  United  States  in  whatever  might  he 
eonipaxlble  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  mon- 
archy, and  the  dignity  becoming  his  august  char- 
acter, would  condescend  lo  cede  the  two  Fioridns 
to  this  Republic,  in  consideration  of  an  exchange 
or  equivalent  which  nught  be  useful  or  conve- 
nient to  Spain.  But  as  this  exchange  or  equiva- 
lent must  consist  of  a  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  which  may  offer  invariable 
points,  marked  by  nature,  to  nx  the  divisional 
liae  between  the  posseseions  of  the  Union  and 
those  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  in  a  manner  never 
to  admit  of  doubt  or  controversy  hereafter,  His 
Catholic  Majesty  caused  certain  proposals  for  the 
said  exchange  or  equivalent  to  be  made  through 
his  principal  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  Madrid.  They  were  de- 
cidedl|r  declined  by  him  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  inadmissible ;  and  I  was  informed  by  yon 
thlt  they  are  so  considered  by  your  Qovernntenc, 
and  that,  consequently,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  others  which  may  be  admissible  in 
the  existing  staM  of  things. 

Although  the  proposals  made  by  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Madrid  were  neither  aheo- 
lute  nor  invariable,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  they 
are  founded  op  the  perfect  conviction  of  HisMn- 

i'esty  as  to  the  irrefragable  and  notorious  rights 
ly  virtue  of  which  the  Crown  of  Spain  has  pen- 
sessed  both  Floiidas  fiaee  she  ncquired  them  of 
Bngland,  and  also  the  ptoviaces  and  distrieu  of 
counuy  possessed  by  ner  to  the  westward  of 
Louisiana,  ^ad  which  have  ever  been  independ- 
ent Q^  or  absolf  tely  uncomieeted  with  and  sepa- 
rate nom  that  province,  without  having  over 
passed,  since  tl^ir  discovery,  conquest,  and  pos- 
session, undv  a  foreign  dominion.  But  as  the 
United  States,  since  their  acquisition  of  Xjouis- 
iana,  comceive  they  have  a  right  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent of  territory,  both  to  the  eastward  and  west- 
ward thereof,  by  setting  on  foot  a  dispute  respect- 
ing the  boundaries  which  separate  them  from  the 
Spanish  possessiunsi  and  pretending  tbat  they 
ought  to  include  part  of  those  possessions,  it  is 
not  strange  that  ^he  exchange  or  equivalent  pro- 

fosed  for  the  Floridas  did  appear  ioadmisaiUe. 
t  has,  therefore,  become  indispensably  necessary 
to  free  this  question  of  boundaries  from  all  oh- 
scurity,  and  to  adjust  andestabli^  the  true  points 
which  divide,  or  ought  to  divide,  the  Snaaish 
territories  from  those  of  this  Republic.  Ui^ess 
this  inquiry  and  deliberation  be  previously  made, 
it  is  amlutely  impossible  to  point  out  or  judge 
of  a  just  equivalent,  which  would  be  admissible 
and  satisfactory  to  the  two  e pntracting  parties 
inasmuch  as  the  requisite  basis  ot  a  cession  and 
its  equivalent  is  wanting  { this  basis,  as  is  obvious, 
m^t  be  laid  in  the  Vfduatioa  of  the  territory  spe- 
cified in  the  contract,  which  valuation  must  be 
preceded  by  esublishing  the  territory  belonging 
to  Spain,  and  also  that  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 
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Ton  etDnot,  tiMrefore,  but  tgree  with  me,  $ir, 
ibat  it  is  i^bsoltiteljr  nee^ssarf  we  ihoold  first  settle 
the  principal  poiats  rekitife  to  the  questioD  of 
boondariea,  before  we  proceed  to  form  and  offer 
proposals  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  and  for 
an  eqatraleat  to  their  Talue  or  estimation,  or  for 
the  ffeneral  and  definitive  settlement  of  all  pend* 
iag  differences.  Althongh  this  matter  has  already 
been  the  subject  of  negotiation  at  Aranjaez,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  disenssion  sboold  be  con^ 
aidered  as  terminated  or  ezhansted,  or  that  the 
American  GK>Ternment  having  then  stated  its  po« 
sitions  and  opinions  on  the  subject,  it  will  not 
depart  from  them,  altboni^h  the  opinions  His 
Catholic  Majesty  sostains  be  differeat.  It  is  on« 
questionable  that,  in  the  discussion  entered  into 
at  Aranjuez,  and  early  interrupted,  not  a  singfle 
point  or  ground  was  touched  on,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  that  could  serve  as  a  support 
to  their  pretensions;  and  that,  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  there  were  produced  titles,  dates,  docu* 
m^Dts,  and  arguments,  incontestably  proviog,  by 
abundant  and  irresistible  evidence,  the  rights  of 
the  monarchy  to  the  territory  in  question — rights 
founded  on  property  and  immemorial  possession, 
acknowledged  by  different  Powers,  and  never  dis- 
puted by  any.  This  affair  is,  consequently,  not 
eonfined  to  points  of  opinion,  on  which  each 
party  may  respectively  maintain  that  which  is 
nest  suited  to  it;  it  is  reduced  to  unalterable 
truths  and  positive  and  certain  facts.    I  assure 

{ou,  sir,  in  the  name  of  my  Government,  and  the 
Ling,  my  master,  solemnly  promises  it  on  the  in- 
Tiolability  of  his  royal  word,  that  the  moment  it 
shall  be  shown  and  proved  that  any  of  the  terri- 
tories now  in  dispute  do  not  belong  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  do  be* 
long  to  the  United  States,  His  Majesty  will,  with 
the  greatest  pleasure,  surrender  to  the  disposal 
of  the  United  States  such  territory  or  territories 
as  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  do  not  belong  to  the 
Spanish  monarchy, and  wHI,  in  eood  faith, acknow- 
ledge the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  same. 
His  Majesty  wishes  for  nothing  that  is  not  his 
own,  or  to  which  his  Crown  has  not  a  lawful 
Tight.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  views  of 
your  Government  agree  with  those  I  have  just 
stated,  and  that,  consequently,  we  ooght  to  lose 
no  time  in  immediately  resuming  the  disenssion 
commenced  at  Aranjuez  as  to  what  relates  to  its 
principal  points,  and.  by  impartially  examining 
the  grounds  establisned  by  both  Giovernments, 
and  the  arguments  and  proofs  which  they  both 
have  to  produce  anew  in  support  of  their  rights 
or  pretensions,  acknowledge  frankly  and  with 
good  faith  what  belongs  lawfully  to  Spain,  and 
what  belonas  lawAiUy  to  the  Unitea  States. 
Guided  by  tbe  certain  principles  of  reason  and 
ntitual  jjustice,  it  will  oe  easy  for  us,  by  means 
of  this  investigation,  to  form  a  settled  opinion 
and  come  to  a  just  result  as  to  the  boundaries 
which  do  or  ought  to  separate  Louisiana  from  the 
Spanish  possessions,  and  thus  terminate  thisdis* 
pute.  That  which  is  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion of  losses  and  injuries  is  still  more  simple 
and  easy  to  arrange,  as  you  admitted  when  we 


conversed  on  that  point  in  6ur  late  conference  $ 
and  it  will,  therefore,  froYt  no  obstacle  to  our 
affredng  on  the  cession  desired  by  the  United 
fiftates,  and  proceeding  to  it  by  means  of  a  final 
settlement  of  all  pendinir  differences,  which  may, 
at  the  same  time,  embrace  whatever  may  be 
stipulated  by  this  partieular  agreement 

You  may  perceive,  sir,  that  the  mode  I  pro- 
pose is  the  most  sim])le,  just,  and  proper  for  ac- 
complishing the  negotiation  to  be  entered  upon, 
and  IS  that  which  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Brving. 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  in  his  note  ot 
the  26th  of  August,  1816,  in  which  be  informed 
His  Majesty's  Government  that  he  was  ready  to 
enter  into  a  full  and  frank  discussion  of  all  the 
points  in  dispute,  and  pledged  himself  thereto. 
As  nothing  further  has  since  been  done  on  the 
part  of  Spain  than  to  transfer  the  negotiation  to 
Washington,  the  same  reasons  sul»ist  which 
then  dictated  the  incontestable « propriety  and 
necessity  of  resuming  the  disenssion ;  reasons  of 
which  you  are  doubtless  fully  convinced,  as  they 
are  not  to  be  combatied  by  any  ezplanations 
when  examined  with  good  faith,  because  they 
are  self-evident,  and  identified  with  the  soundest 
principles  of  justice. 

As,  in  consideration  of  these  reasons  and  prin- 
ciples, I  hope  you  will  have  no  objection  to 
affree  to  a  succinct  examination  of  the  question 
of  boundaries,  and  to  a  rational  and  fair  inquiry 
into  the  titles  and  grounds  on  which  each  Gov- 
ernment rests  its  rights  and  pretensions,  the  nat- 
ural order  seems  to  req^uire  that  we  should  begin 
th<s  examfnation  and  inquiry  with  what  relates 
to  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana;  that^ 
after  establishing  them  as  they  oucht  to  be,  we 
may  proceed  to  examine  and  establish,  in  like 
manner,  those  which  regard  the  western;  it 
beingj  nevertheless,  well  understood  that  neither 
by  this  act,  nor  any  one  whatever  of  those  which 
contribute  to  produce  the  present  negotiation,  it 
shall  be  inferred  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  re- 
nounces, in  an|f  manner,  the  right  he  has,  or  may 
have,  to  reclaim  against  the  non-fulfilment  of 
the  Treaty  of  St.  ifdefonto,  concluded  between 
Spain  and  France  in  the  year  1800,  and  against 
the  solemn  stipulations  contained  in  the  addi* 
tional  articles  of  the  same  treaty,  forming  an 
essential  part  of  the  contract  between  the  two 
nations. 

The  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  on  that  aide^ 
join  those  of  West  Florida,  and  are  so  precisely 
established  and  fixed  by  public  treaties,  that  I  do 
not  think  your  Government  can  still  persist  in 
the  opinion  that  Louistai^a  ought  to  be  extended 
bv  this  Spanish  province  to  Uie  river  Perdido» 
If,  however,  the  imagination,  resorting  to  spe* 
cious  subtleties  and  abstractions,  carries  us  back 
to  the  period  when  France  formed  settlements 
on  the  left  of  the  Mississippi,  and  possessed 
what  are  now  two  distinct  provinces,  namely. 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  still  the  certain  and 
incontestable  fact  will  follow,  that  Spain  ac- 
quired neither  of  the  Floridas  from  France. 
That  Power,  while  in  possession  of  those  ter- 
ritories, as  she  was  until  1763,  might  name  them. 
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and  poini  oat  their  respeetif«  lioqits  as  she 
thought  fit.  That  it  quite  uoimporKant  to  the 
present  qnestion.  It  is  eertain  that,  by  the  treaty 
of  1763,  France  ceded  to  England  ail  the  terri- 
tory possessed  by  her  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  the  island  of 
Orleans;  and  it  is  also  certain  that  England 
united,  as  her  own,  from  that  year,  the  same  ter- 
ritory to  Florida,  which,  by  the  same  treaty, 
Spain  had  ceded  to  her ;  and  that,  having  added 
thereto  the  dictrict  and  port  of  Pensacola,  she 
called  it  West  Florida,  by  which  name,  and  no 
other,  it  has  erer  since  been  known,  In  the  war 
of  1770,  Spain  conquered  the  said  territory  of 
West  Florida  from  England ;  and  this  right  of 
conquest  was  afterwards  secured  bjr  a  solemn 
treaty  between  England  and  Spein,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1783.  It  is  by  this  title  that  West  Florida 
belongs,  until  the  present  day,  to  Spain,  in  addi- 
tion to  East  Florida,  which  was  also  ceded  by 
the  said  treaty.  It  is  evident^  then,  that  Spain 
neither  acquired  nor  receired  from* France  either 
of  the  Floridas,  but  that  she  acquired  them  both 
of  England  in  1783,  classed  as  two  distinct  prov- 
inces, and  universally  known  by  the  names  of 
West  Florida  and  East  Florida.  She  has,  from 
that  period,  possessed  them  separate  and  distinct, 
without  having  ever  confounded  either  of  them 
with  Louisianst  either  in  whole  or  in  part.  They 
are  laid  down  distioct  and  separate  in  the  maps, 
charts,  and  geographieti  of  all  nations,  from  the 
year  1763  to  the  present  day.  la  all^  the  public 
acts  and  instruments  which  speak  of  them,  they 
appear  distinct  and  separate,  as  they  do  in  the 
different  treaties  in  which  they  are  mentioned. 

This  being  the  case,  how  can  your  Qovernment 
still  maintain  its  opinion  ?  The  United  States 
acquired  Louisiana  from  France  such  as  she  bad 
«cquired  it  from  Spain  by  the  Tteuiy  of  St.  Ilde* 
fooso.  In  this  treaty  nothing  is  stipulated  but 
the  retrocession  of  Louisiana ;  nor  is  there  a  sia« 
gle  word  in  the  whole  treaty  that  bears  the  most 
distant  allusion  to  West  Florida,  which  is  the 
object  to  which  the  dispute  is  reduced  in  that 
quarter.  The  clauses  of  the  treaty  are  clear,  pre- 
eise,  and  conduaive ;  they  fix  the  sense  of  the 
stipulation  invariably,  and  leave  no  room  for 
vague  or  specious  constructions^  The  very  title 
given  to  that  treaty  by  the  coniractins  parties  at 
once  pointed  out  the  territory  restored  by  Spain 
to  France  in  exchange  for  the  kingdom  of  Etru- 
ria.  The  title  says,  "^Retrocession  of  Louisiana;" 
and  the  word  **  retrocession''  has  not,  nor  ever 
had,  any  other  signification,  in  the  S|>anish  or 
French  language,  than  thd  act  of  restoring  to  an 
individual,  or  a  nation,  that  which  had  before 
been  receired  from  him  or  from  it ;  so  that  a  dif- 
ferent signification  cannot  be  given  to  this  word 
(adopted  by  the  contracting  parties  to  express  the 
nature  of  their  stipulation)  without  changing  the 
proper  and  genuine  acceptation,  in  both  lan- 
guages, of  the  definite  term  they  have  respeo- 
tively  employed|  and  without  substantialljr  chang- 
ing the  intentions  which  serve  as  the  basis  of  the 
contract* 

The  three  clauses  by  which  they  afterwards  go 


on  to  fulfil  this  convention  agree  perfectly* with 
the  said  title,  and,  by  supporting  and  explaining 
each  other,  they  fix  it  in  a  clear  and  precise  man- 
ner. The  first  clause  says:  ^'  that  His  Catholic 
Majesty  restores  Louisiana  to  France,  with  the 
same  extent  it  had  when  possessed  by  Spain.^ 
It  is  well  known  that  no  part  of  the  Floriaas,  or 
other  Spanish  possessions,  was  then  included  in 
Louisiana,  or  annexed  to  it.  At  that  time  Loii- 
isiana  was,  in,  the  hands  of  Spain,  precisely  what 
it  was  when  ceded  by  France,  in  virtue  of  the 
treaty  of  1764.  In  the  same  treaty  its  eastern 
boundaries  are  marked  by  a  line  running  east- 
ward from  Manchac  Point,  thence  following  the 
course  of  the  river  Iberville,  and  dividing  the 
lakes  Borgne,  Pontehartrain,  and  Maurepas,  and 
finally  terminating  at  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  with- 
out leaving  the  smallest  doubt  as  to  the  true 
goints  of  the  irontier.  This  is  the  territory  which 
[pain  retroceded  to  France,  because  it  is  the  only 
one  which  she  possessed  under  the  name  of  Lou- 
isiana. The  second  clause  agrees  with  the  first, 
and  opportunely  declares  and  fixes  its  import.  It 
says,  ^  and  with  the  same  extent  it  had  when 
possessed  by  France" — expressions  which  neces- 
sarily refer  to  the  period  of  time  which  intervened 
between  the  cession  by  France  to  England  of  the 
territory  possessed  by  her  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  cession  made  by  the  same 
Power  to  Spain  of  Louisiana,  As  the  first  of 
these  two  cessions  took  place  in  the  year  1763^ 
and  the  second  in  1764,  it  is  evident  that,  during 
that  interval,  France  possessed  Louisiana  in  the 
maoner  stated.  And  with  the  same  extent  did 
she  cede  it  to  Spain;  nor  could  she  cede  it  with 
more,  as  she  then  possessed  nothing  more  in  that 
part  uf  the  American  continent. 

If  a  difierent  meaning  be  given  to  this  clause, 
by  supposing  that  the  contractioff  parties  allude 
in  it  to  a  former  period,  when  France  possessed 
Louisiana  jointly  with  the  territory  ceded  by  her 
to  England  in  1763,  it  wonld  place  this  clause  in 
absolute  contradiction  with  the  title,  and  with 
the  first  clause  of  the  treaty  of  retrocession ;  be« 
cause  Louisiana  not  having^  prior  to  the  year 
1763^  while  in  the  hands  of  France,  the  same 
extent  it  had  when  in  the  bands  of  Spain. at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  nor  the  same  that  it 
had  when  ceded  by  France  to  Spain  in  1764,  it 
follows  that  the  second  clause  would  be  absurd 
and  unmeaning  if  it  alluded  to  a  period  of  time 
anterior  to  1763.  It  would  be  absurd  and  un* 
meaning,  because,  having  no  other  object  than  to 
explain  and  determine  more  circumstantially  the 
first  clause,  which  is  the  fundamental  one  ot  the 
treaty,  and  that  which  governs  the  other,  it 
would  express  a  thing  which  could  in  nowise 
agree  with  the  stipulations  contained  in  it; 
since,  by  giving  greater  force  to  the  import  of 
the  second  clause,  that  which  is  considered  the 
fundamental  basis  of  the  first  would  be  rendered 
false  and  erroneous.  It  would  be  absolutely  con- 
tradictory to  the  express  object  and  intent  of  the- 
treaty,  since  Spain  not  having  received  Louisi-> 
ana  from  France  with  the  extent  in  which  she 
possessed  it  prior  to  the  year  176^  but  with  that 
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which  it  hii9  wfaeD  it  was  ceded  in  1764.  the  re* 
irocessioo,  which,  as  I  bare  jast  said,  is'  the  ex* 
press  object  and  intent  of  the  treaty,  could  not 
take  place.  Spain  could  onfy  cede  back  to  Prance 
what  she  had  received  from  her ;  nor  conid  she, 
tnoreover,  add  to  the  retrocession  any  other  par- 
ticular territory  of  her  dominions,  without  ex- 
pressing or  mentioning  it.  Louisiana  was  ceded 
nack  to  France  such  as  it  was  received  from  her, 
and  as  she  possessed  it  in  1800,  and  had  pos* 
sessed  it  since  she  bad  acouireo  it.  In  fact,  if 
Louisiana,  while  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  inciuaed 
no  part  or  West  Florida,  and  if  Spain  had  re- 
ceived no  part  thereof,  or  of  the  other  Florida. 
fVom  France,  how  could  she  cede  it  back  to 
France,  or  cede  it  without  naming  it,  or  saying 
a  single  word  which  could  allude  to  this  idea  7 
Let  us  therefore  agree  that  it  is  impossible  to 
give  an  arbitrary  construction  tor  the  second 
clause  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  or  any 
other  than  that  whicn  it  has,  and  ought  to  have, 
ili  connexion  with  the  first  clause,  and  with  the 
title  af^d  the  express  object  of  that  instrument. 
Tou  cannot  but  be  fully  convinced,  sir,  of  thia 
truth ;  and  on  proceeding  to  the  examination  of 
the  third  clause,  you  will  find  what  I  have  just 
stated  still  more  comprehensively  and  clearly 
demonstrated.  This  clause  says:  *'and  as  it 
ought  to  be  after  the  treaties  concluded  between 
Bpatn  and  other  Powers."  The  only  treaties  to 
which  this  clause  could  refer  were  the  follow- 
iog:  r 

1.  That  of  1764,  by  which  France  ceded  Lou* 
iaiana  to  Spain.  In  this  treaty  the  eaatem  bound- 
aries of  Louisiana  are  marked  by  the  course  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  next  by  the  river  Iberville, 
the  lakes  Borgne,  Pontchartrain,  and  Maurepas, 
It  was  consequently  proper  here  to  recall  what 
waa  set  forth  in  this  treaty.  2.  That  of  1783 
between  Spain  and  Bnsland,  by  which  the  lat- 
ter confirmed  to  Spain  the  possession  and  prop- 
erty of  West  Florida,  which  she  had  conquered 
during  the  war,  and  ceded  to  her  Bast  Florida. 
h  is  a  very  fit  moment  to  recall  the  inviolability 
of  this  treaty,  since  it  is  evident,  from  it,  that 
the  Floridas  are  two  provinces  iadependeat  of 
Louisiana,  absolutely  unconnected  with  and  dis* 
linet  from  it ;  and  that  they  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  Spain  by  very  different  titles;  in  c<)a- 
aideration  of  which;  one  thing  cannot  be  con- 
fevnded  with  another.  And  the  3d  is  that  of 
1705,  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States.  As  in  this  treatv  the  frontiers  between 
tbe  United  States  and  the  Spanish  possessions 
are  described,  and  the  Floridas  are  named  as 
provinces  notoriously  unconnected  with  and  dis- 
tinct from  Louisiana ;  as  by  it  the  dismember- 
inent  of  Natchez,  Nogales,  dbc,  was  effected ; 
and  as  it  is  therein  stipulated  that  the  aaviga-. 
tion  of  the  Mississippi  shall  be  free  to  the  Amer- 
icans and  Spaniards,  and  a  place  panted  in 
favor  of  the  former  for  their  commodities  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  for  which  purpose  New 
Orleans  was  designated  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  it  was  consequently  thought  proper  to  re- 
fer to  this  treaty,  and  4ttow  that  it,  as  well  as 


those  6f  1764  and  1783,  is,  amd  atight  to  be,  rh 
f»ll  force  and  effect. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  the  three  elaosea 
stipulating  the  retrocession  of  Louisianato  France 
cannot  be  more  conclusive ;  that  they  are  prop* 
erly  connected  with  and  support  eacn  other  by 
dectarinj^  and  explaining  the  intentions  of  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  precise  nature  and 
extent  of  their  contract;  so  that  it  is  impeasible 
to  give  another  interpretation  to  any  of  the  said 
clauses,  as  that  would  place  them  in  contradic- 
tion with  each  other,  and  would,  moreover,  ob- 
scure the  evident  truth  of  facts,  and  invckve  a 
monstrous  violation  of  public  treaties,  without 
exceptiaff  that  of  1778  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  You  doubtless  bear  in  mind,  sir, 
that,  by  the  sixth  ^rticle  of  that  treaty,  France  . 
solemnly  engages  never  to  acquire  West  Florida,  ' 
or  any  portion  of  the  territoiy  ceded  by  her  to 
England  in  1763.  How,  then,  could  she,  in  1800, 
acquire  West  Florida,  or  any  part  of  it,  even  al- 
though the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildelonso  Were  not  spe- 
cifically and  solely  confined  to  the  retrocession  of 
Louisiana,  such  as  it  was  at  that  time,  and  as  it 
had  been  since  1764  ?  The  understandiaf  tejeeis 
all  doubt  on  points  so  clear  and  evident.  By  tbe 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  France  herself  only  re- 
eeived  Louisiana  such  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  and  as  it  was  after  its  cession  by  Prance. 
It  is  well  known  that  it  is  the  act  oi  delivery 
which  completes  the  contract.  France  was  satis- 
fied with  wnat  was  delivered  to  her,  and  neither 
claimed  nor  pretended  to  anything  more.  WouM 
the  French  Government,  under  Napoleon^  have 
failed  to  claim  this  additional  territory,  if,  in  that 
treaty,  there  had  been  found  a  single  word  of 
which  it  could  aviail  itself,  or  the  smallest  pvetext 
for  making  the  cUim  %  Certainly  not*  France 
knew  perfectly  well  that  Louisiana  did  not  com- 
prehend a  greater  extent  of  territory,  and  that  all 
was  delivered  that  belonged  to  her  at  the  time 
the  contract  was  made. 

The  French  Government  itself,  after  tbe  dis«> 
pute  arose  between  th^  United  States  «nd  Spain, 
which  is  now  pending,  declared^  in  two  officiai 
notes,  ^*  that  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana 
are  pointed  out  by  the  course  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  by  the  river  Iberville,  and  the  lakes  Pont- 
chartrain and  Maurepas  $  that  Spain  haa  ceded 
Back  nothing  more  to  France,  nor  had  tbe  latter 
a  right  to  pretend  to  more ;  and  that,  having  sub- 
stituted the  United  States  in  her  rights,  they  conld 
pretend  to  nothing  more  in  virtue  of  tbe  cession 
or  sale  made  to  t^m  of  Louisiana*'' 

'''ThtVUhofFruciidar^l2thyeaT. 

*^  The  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana  are 
pointed  out  by  the  course  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
afterwards  by  the  river  Iberville^  tbe  lakes  Pont* 
chartraio  and  Maurepas.  This  is  the  line  of  de^ 
marcation  which  bounds  the  territory  ceded  by 
Spain  to  France,  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of 
Ventose,  9th  year.  Nothing  beyond  this  limit 
would  have  been  asked  for  by  France;  and  at 
she  did  nothing  more  than  substitute  the  United 
Suites  in  the  rights  which  she  had  acquired,  they 
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Quleas  such  eeuion  oe  ii«goiUted  mad  •(ipukted 
betw^eo  Ucm  %od  Spain  bf  some  further  eoo- 

**  7^  5f A  if  Oerminalj  IZth  year. 

*'  This  question  cooM  not  become  the  sabject 
of  a  serious  discussioo  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  except  the  conditions  of  the  trea- 
ties of  eeasion,  which  hare  successively  trans- 
ferred Louisiana  to  *t*raQce  and  the  Americans, 
were  lost  sight  of." 

''Spain  could  only  cede  back  to  France  the 
territory  she  had  received  Irom  her:  the  righls 
of  France  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  and  they  ^ere  so  only  to  the  same 
extent." 

Iff  oot withstanding  this  full  and  irresistible 
demonstration,  you  should  be  of  opinion,  sir.  that 
it  18  still  necess^iry  to  clear  up  this  point,  let  us 
have  recourse  to  France,  that  she  may  afford  all 
the  ezplanations  that  are  judged  to  be  necessary 
or  useful,  since  nothing  is  more  proper  than  that 
ahe  and  Spain  shojaki  know  to  what  the  treaty 
eoneluded  at  St.  Ildefonso  is  reduced,  and  they 
nlooe  are  competent  to  clear  up  any  doubts  that 
may  have  arisen  as  to  the  import  of  the  exprra- 
eioBs  employed  in  the  said  treat^r.  ti  is  unques- 
tionable that  it  agrees  with  the  principle  generally 
acknowledged,  that  when  a  law  or  treaty  offers 
any  doubt,  from  the  obacurity  or  ambiguity  of  the 
words  eontained  in  it,  the  party  whiebmade  the 
law  or  the  treaty  is  the  one  which  should  explain 
thcBManiog  of  such  words,  and  ramove  the 
doubt  which  has  oeenrred. 

I  w«uid  now  proceed  (o  declare  what  are,  or 
onghL  to  be,  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana, 
and  what  aie  those  which  separate,  or  ought  to 
separate,  it  from  the  Spanish  possessions,  should 
I  not  apprehend  to  make  this  note  too  diffuse. 
Reserving  myself^  therefore^  to  discuss  this  point 
in  a  separate  note,  I  now  recall  to  your  consider- 
ntioD  the  chief  grounds  and  arguments  on  which 
Bpaia  founds  her  exclusive  right  to  the  whole 
extent  of  West  Florida,  in  order  that,  when  we 
are  agreed  upon  this  point,  we  may  proceed  to  a 
like  esamiaation  and  deliberation  on.the^wes^rn 
boundaries  of  Louisiana. 

Bot,  althoagh  this  is  the  order  pointed  out  by 
leasan  and  justice  in  the  actual  state  of  the  pend- 
ing difiEerenees,  nevertheless,  that  we  may  judge, 
npott  the  most  exact  information,  of  the  grounds 
and  nrgumenia^each  Qovernnient,  respectively, 
and,  alter  aareeing  on  what  belongs,  to  Spain, 
and  what  belongs  to  the  United  States,  we  may 
be  enabled  to  lay  the  basis  of  a  general  and  fiaal 
aettlemens  of  all  differenees,  if  you  should  think 
that  there  can  be  a  more  expeditious  mode  of 
aettling  a^d  terminnting  them,  without  preju- 
dioinf^  the  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  on 
princi|dc«  of  oeciproeal  utility  imd  convenience, 
yon  may  eommunicnie  your  ideas  thereon  to  me, 
with  the  eectnitttf  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
His  Cnthoiic  lisjesty  that  this  negotiation  may 
be  nmienhly  terminnted,  for  whtnh  purpose  he 
has  given  me  decisive  orders  and.inatructions; 


and  I  again  asMire  yoU|  sii,  that  I  shall  thiafc 
myself  very  happy  it^  in  this  negodalion,  I  ean 
satisfy  all  the  just  desires  and  hopes  of  the  United 
Statei^  for  wbioh  I  shall  omit  nothing  that  is  in 
my  power,  or  may  be  compatible  with  the  rights 
and  honor  of  His  Majesty's  Crown. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assttmnces  of  my  re- 
spects, and  I  pray  Giod  to  preserve  you  nuny 
years.  LOUIS  DE  ONIS. 


DonLouU  de  Oni»  to  the  Sepretary  of  State. 
Wasbington,  JatiMary  5, 1818:. 

Sw:  In  my  note  of  the  29th  of  last  month,.! 
proved  to  you,  to  a  desree  of  moral  demonstra- 
tion which  I  think  to  be  fully  convinciog,  what 
are  and  ought  to  be  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
Louisiana  j  and  I  hope  such  incontrovertible,  de- 
cisive reasons  cannot  fail  to  briii|^  you  fairly  to 
acknowledge  that  Louisiana  neither  does  nor 
can  ittcluoe  any  part  of  West  Florida.  As  I 
have  not  yet  received  your  answer  to  the  said 
note,  it  was  my  intention  to  wait  for  it,  and  not 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  second  point 
of  the  question  of  boundaries  before  we  had  agreed 
on  and  settled  what  relates  to  the  first,  in  order 
to  proceed  methodically,  and  not  to  involve  or 
emoarraas  the  plain  and  expeditious  course  of 
this  investigation;  but  being  desirous  of  not  los- 
ing an  instant  in  explaining  every  point  relative 
to  so  important  a  matter,  I  anticipate  the  exami- 
nation of  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana, 
which  is  the  second  point  of  the  question,  thereby 
facilitating  whatever  majr  claim  your  attention 
as  to  both  in  their  respective  order,  and  enabling 
you  to  comprehend  the  truth  at  once. 

I  might  contend  that  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing received  the  province  of  Louisiana  from 
France  with  no  greater  extent  than  it  had  when 
France  received  it  from  Spain  in  1800,  and  when 
Spain  acquired  it  from  France  in  1764,  that,  and 
no  other,  ought  to  be  the  extent  which  properly 
belongs  to  it,  without  the  necessity  of  recurring 
to  any  other  reasons  or  grounds  than  those  re- 
sulting from  the  Treaty  of  Sl  Udefunso ;  since 
Spain  having  ceded  back  to  France  in  1800  only 
what  she  had  received  from  her  in  1764,  bein^ 
that  which  France  sold  to  the  United  States,  it 
ia  easy  to  investigate  and  establish  what  were, 
and.  in  all  that  period  continued  to  be,  the  proper 
extent  and  limits  of  Louisiana.  But  I  am  will- 
ing to  admit  that  France  did  substitute  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  all  the  rights  or  i>retensions  she  had 
or  could  have  at  another  period  as  to  what  re- 
gards the  western  boundaries  of  that  colony  when 
hers,  although  nothing  to  that  effect  is  expressed 
or  insinuated  in  the  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  by  which  the  latter  acauired 
it  i  and  that  the  contrary  is  evidently  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that  France  inserted,  word 
for  word,  in  this  treaty  the  conclusive  clauses  of 
that  of  St.  Ildefonso,  which  speak  simply  and 
precisely  of  the  retracetnon  oi  Louisiana.  I 
admit  (to  go  on  to  a  more  copious  and  irresisti- 
ble demonstration)  that  the  United  States  have 
succeeded  to  all  the  rights  which  France  may 
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htLY0  bad  at  another  period ;  and  1  eall  your  at" 
tentioD,  sir,  to  the  folfowing  observations  before 
I  enter  on  the  examination  of  the  data  or  ffrounds 
on  which  the  United  States  rest  their  eraims  of 
extending  in  that  quarter  the  boundaries  of  Lou- 
isiana to  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte. 

It  is  well  known  that  for  ages  before  France 
thought  of  forming  establishments  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  therefore  long  before  she  bad  made  any 
in  Canada,  the  Crown  of  Spain  possessed  the 
whole  territory  around  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  from 
the  i^eninsula  of  Yucatan  to  the  southern  cape  of 
Florida.  If  the  eastern  part  of  said  gulf,  as  far 
as  Panuco,  the  whole  of  which  was  then  known 
under  the  extensive  (genericoynnmt  of  Florida, 
was  not  actually  peopled  by  Spaniards,  it  is  no- 
torious and  indubitable  that  it  was  discovered  by 
them,  as  early  as  the  year  1511,  under  the  expedi- 
tion of  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon;  that  all  the  coast, 
from  the  present  Florida  to  Panuco,  was  explorea 
by  Francisco  de  Qaray  in  1518,  and  also  by  Her- 
nando de  Soto,  and  cootinually  by  other  Spanish 
commanders  until  1561,  when  it  was  explored 
and  described  by  An^el  de  Villafane  and  Jorge 
Ceron ;  said  discoveries  aod  description  haviog 
been  made  in  pursuance  of  a  royal  order  issued 
for  that  purpose,  papers  of  that  description  being 
still  extant ;  and  it  was  confirmed  that  from  those 
remote  periods  Spain  was  established  as  the  mis- 
tress and  possessor  of  all  that  coast  and  territory, 
and  that  she  never  permitted  foreieners  to  enter 
the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  nor  any  of  the  territories 
lying  around  it,  having  repeated  the  royal  orders 
by  which  she  then  en^rced  the  said  prohibition, 
and  charged  the  Spanish  Viceroys  and  Gover- 
nors with  the  most  strict  observance  of  the  same. 
The  right  and  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
to  the  northwest  coast  of  America  as  high  up  as 
the  Californias  is  not  less  certain  and  indisputa- 
ble, the  Spaniards  haviog  explored  it  as  far  as  the 
forty-seveoth  degree  in  the  expedition  under  Juan 
de  Foca  in  1592,  and  in  that  under  the  Admiral 
Fonte  to  the  ^fty-fifth  degree  in  1640. 

The  dominion  of  Spam  in  these  vast  regions 
being  thus  established,  and  her  rights  of  discov- 
ery, conquest,  and  possession,  being  never  dis- 
nuted,  she  could  scarcely  pioasess  a  property 
founded  on  more  respectable  principles,  whether 
of  the  law  of  nations,  of  public  law,  or  any  others 
which  serve  as  a  basis  to  such  acquisitions  as  ail 
the  independeht  Kingdom^  and  States  of  the  earth 
consist  of. 

Confining  ourselves  at  present  to  the  Mexican 
Gulf  and  to  the  Spanish  provinces  situated  to  the 
westward  of  Louisiana,  we  shall  see  in  what 
manner  Spain  extended  her  population  and  found- 
ed settlements  in  different  poiiits  of  the  vast  ter- 
ritory of  which  she  was  the  mistress  and  posses- 
sor in  this  part  of  the  new  world.  All  the  coun- 
try extending  from  the  Rio  de  las  Palmas  to  the 
confines  of  Panuco,  in  latitude  forty-eight  de- 
grees, was  then  included  under  the  name  of  Flor- 
ida, and  crossed  the  Mississippi.  From  the  time 
of  the  expeditions  undertaken  to  explore  it  in 
1512  by  Juan  Ponce,  in  1525  by  Vasqoez  de  Ayl- 
loo.  in  1527  by  Panfiio  de  Narvaez,  and  in  1538 


by  Hernando  de  Soto,  the  Spanhii^  were  inc 
aantly  engaged  in  advancing'  their  diaeoveries 
and  settlements  in  this  extenirive  country,  not 
onlv  in  the  time  of  Luis  Moscoso  and  of  Pedro 
Melendez,  between  the  years  1542  and  1545,  bat 
they  were  constantly  so  m  the  time  of  all  their 
successors.    At  the  time  of  their  first  expeditions 
they  landed  in  the  bays  of  Santa  Rosa  and  Espt- 
ritu  Santo  or  St.  Bernardo,  surveyed  the  whole 
coast,  ana  crossed  the  Mississippi.    Ther  pene- 
trated into  the  countries  of  Hirrnigua,  Moscoso, 
Umbaracuxi,  Aurera,  Ocali,  Apaiache,  AUapa- 
Ita,  Cofa,  Mobile,  Chasooin,  Quigate,  Uban^ue, 
Quachoya^and  others,  which  it  would  be  tedious 
to  enumerate.    The  same  Hernando  de  SotO| 
after  having  in  person  surveyed  the  coast  and  in- 
terior of  the  country,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  Rio  Negro,  in  1542  died 
at  Guachoya. 

No  European  nation  had  yet  atteinpted  to  dis- 
turb the  Spaniards  in  their  possessions  in  the 
new  world;  none  had  trod  on  any  point  of  those 
territories;  and  the  Spaniards  continued  extend- 
ing  their  establishments,  as  the  only  nation  which 
had  acquired  the  possession  and  the  property  of 
that  part  of  the  American  continent  and  islands. 
They  gave  rise  to  the  new  kingdoms  of  Leon  and 
Santander  in  the  year  1595,  and  to  the  province 
of  Cohaquila  in  1600.  They  founded  that  of 
Texas  in  1690,  establishing  missions,  bam/e(9, 
and  posts,  under  the  name  of  presidios,  such  as 
those  of  Bahiadel  Refugio,  St.  Antonio,  Espiritu 
Santo,  St.  Juan,  Nacogdoches,  Ayeses,  and  San 
Miguel  de  los  Adaes,  a  short  distance  from»the 
Rio  Roxo,  (Red  river,)  extending  themselves  to 
the  banks  or  that  river. 

Long  before,  they  had  established  themselves 
in  New  Mexico,  where  they  built  the  capital  of 
Santa  Fe,  in  thirty-nine  degrees  north  latitude, 
and  opened  and  worked  Ofiines  in  its  neighborhood. 
From  thence  they  spread  themselves  wide  of  the 
rivers  that  empty  from  north  aad  sooth  into 
the  Missouri,  communicating  and  trading  with 
the  Indian  nations ;  so  that  from  that  time  Spain 
considered  all  the  territory  lying  to  the  east  and 
north  of  New  Mexico  as  far  as  the'  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  as  her  property.  These  dominions 
and  settlements  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  were  con- 
nected with  those  which  she  had  on  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  that  is  to  aay^  with  those  of  Florida  and 
the  coasts  of  the  province  of  Texas,  which,  beiag 
on  the  same  gulf,  must  be  acknowledged  to  oeiong 
to  Spain,  since  the  whole  circumferettce  of  the 
gulf  was  hers;  which  property,  ineon testa bly  ac- 
quired, she  had  constantly  maintained  among  her 
possessions,  not  because  she  occupied  it  through- 
out its  whole  extent,  which  was  iropoasible,  bat 
on  the  principle  generally  reoogalsed,  that  the 
property  of  a  lake  or  narrow  sea,  aad  that  of  a 
country,  however  extensive,  provided  no  other 
Power  is  already  established  in  the  interior,  u 
acquired  by  the  occupation  of  its  principal  poiats. 

These  premises  being  established,  and  not  to 
be  shaken,  as  they  are  all  supported  by  historv, 
ancient  monuments,  tradition,  and  irrefragable 
documents,  let  us  proceed  to  examine  for  their 
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ori^  Ae  groands  on  wkieh  yovr  GtoTeromeDt 
mftinutlot  its  pretensioBB. 

As  early  as  the  commeDcemeDt  of  the  aeren- 
teenlh  eeatury,  France  and  England  began  to 
form  expeditions  in  imitation  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  to  discoTer  points  for  settlements  in  that 
part  of  America*  The  French  expeditions  pen- 
etraled  into  Canada  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  those  of  the  Bngiish  were  directed  to  differ- 
ent paf  ts  of  the  coast  en  the  Atlantic.  Hence 
originated  the  basis  on  which  the  two  nations 
almwarda  founded  and  extended  their  respective 
settlements.  I  shall  now  only  speak  oi  those 
made  by  the  French,  as  they  serve  as  a  support 
to  the  actual  pretensions  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Francis  Ribaut,  an  aflvehturer^.  of  that  nation, 
had  already  penetrated  into  Florida  with  some 
followers  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, and  built  the  fort  called  Charles  le  Fort; 
but  this  rash  enterprise  on  the  territory  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain  was  immediately  overthrown 
and  dissipated,  the  Spanish  Governor,  Pedro 
Melendez,  having  attacked  and  taken  the  fort, 
and  made  prisoners  of  Ribaut  and  all  his  people. 
Mention  is  likewise  made  by  some  writers  of  an- 
other Frenchman,  called  Rene  de  Laudoniere, 
who  is  said  to  have  landed  from  the*  squadron  of 
Admiral  Coliffny,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  in  the 
year  1564^  and  built  a  fort,  which  he  named  Car- 
olin,  about  the  spot  where  Pensacola  now  stapds; 
bat  the  same  writers  add  that  the  Spaniards  im- 
mediately attacked  the  French,  put  them  to  death, 
and  fszcii  the  fort  or  redoubt  they  had  built; 
others  say  that  it  was  on  that  same  fort  that  the 
Spaniards  afterwards  built  the  fortress  of  St. 
Augustine ;  so  vague  and  so  uncertain  is  the  in- 
formation respecting  these  particular  adventu- 
rers. The  story  related  of  a  Recolkt  friar, 
called  Father  Hennipen,  is  still  more  ridiculous 
who  is  said  to  have  been  made  a  prisoner  bv  the 
Indians  at  the  time  they  were  at  war  with  the 
French  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  the  Illinois, 
whence  he  was  occupied  in  exploring  the  coun- 
try as  far  as  the  banxs  of  the  rirer  St.  Louis  or 
Mississippi,  of  which  he  took  possession  in  the 
name  of  Loaie  XIV.,  and  gave  it  the  name  of 
Ijoaisiana,  (doubtless  in  his  secret  thoughts,  and 
by  a  mere  mental  act.)  It  is  added  that  this  friar 
escaped  from  the  Illinois,  and  returned  to  Can- 
aAi.  where  he  related  all  he  had  seen  ^  and  after- 
wards publisbed  it  in  France  more  circumstan- 
tially in  a  memoir,  which'  he  dedicated  to  the 
celebrated  Colbert.  These  accounts,  and  others 
of  a  like  nature,  are  contemptible  in  themselves, 
even  though  the  iacu  thev  relate  were  authentic, 
aittce  nothing  can  be  interred  from  them  that 
can  favor  the  idea  surted  by  those  who  speak  of 
these  transient  adventures  and  incursions. 

Let  as  see  what  importance  can  be  attached  to 
what  is  said  of  Bernardo  de  la  Salle,  who,  in 
1670,  descended  from  Canada  to  the  Mississippi, 
aid  there  built  Fort  Creteeeeur^  according  to  M. 
Da  Pratz,  or  Fort  Prudhomme,  according  to 
others.  What  is  certain  amounts  to  this:  that 
he  only  made  a  rapid  inearsion  from  Canada  to 
the  Mastissippi,  as  any  other  adventurer  might 


do,  crossing  the  territoriee  bf  another  nation; 
that  he  returned  to  duebec  without  any  further 
result  than  that  of  an  imperfect  exploration  of 
the  country ;  and  that  he  embarked  at  Quebec 
for  France,  from  whence  he  returned  in  1684 
with  an  expedition  composed  of  four  vessels, 
commanded  by  Captain  Beaujeau,  to  explore  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  This  expedition  en- 
tered the  Quif  of  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber of  the  following  year.  La  Salle,  beine  de- 
ceived in  his  reckoning  by  the  currents  of  the 
gulf,  could  not  find  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and, 
bein|f  overtaken  by  a  storm  on  the  coast  of  the 
province  of  Texas,  he  was  obliged  to  take  shelter 
in  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard.  Two  of  his  vessels 
were  captured  by  the  Spanish  cruisers,  another 
was  lost  in  the  bay,  and  Beaujeau  returned  to 
France  in  the  only  one  that  escaped.  La  Salle, 
having  landed  with  some  people  and  ten  pierces 
of  artillery,  then  built  a  small  fo«t  as  a  protection 
a^fainst  the  Indians,  and  was  obliged  lo  change 
his  ground  three  different  times;  notwithstand- 
ing ^hich,  the  Clancoates  Indians,  inhabiting 
the  adjoining  country,  forced  him  to  abaDdon  the 
fort,  and  to  retreat  bv  the  Rio  de  la  Trinidad 
(Trinity  river.)  While  on  this  retreat,  he  formed 
a  project  of  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  to  see  if  he  could  discover  the  fabulous 
mines  of  Santa  Barbara ;  but  he  was  assassinated 
on  his  route  by  his  own  people;  and  such  was 
the  result  of  the  fanious  French  expedition  so 
much  talked  of.  The  Indians  fell  immediately 
on -Fort  St.  Louis,  and  massacred  the  small  garri- 
son left  by  La  Salle.  The  remainder  of  the 
French  who  accompanied  him  shared  the  same 
fate,  beinflT  dispersed  in  different  directions  after 
the  fall  of  their  chief,  they  perished  by  the  hands 
of  the  Indians. 

-In  the  meantime  news  of  this  incursion  having 
reached  Mexico,  the  Viceroy,  fearful  of  a  repeti- 
tion Qf  similar  attempts,  held  a  cooncil  of  war  to 
deliberate  on  the  affair,  in  obedience  to  the  royal 
order  issued  bv  Philip  IL,  enjoining  the  extermi* 
nation  of  all  toreigners  who  would  dare  to  pene- 
trate into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  An  expetlition 
was  then  resolved  on,  to  be  formed  at  Cohaqoila, 
under  the  command  of  Abnzo  de  Leon,  to  scour 
the  country,  and  hunt  out  the  French,  if  any 
were  still  remaining.  Having  set  out  with  the 
necessary  force,  he  arrived,  on  the  2Sd  of  April, 
168^  at  the  place  where  La  Salle  had  built  Fort 
St.  Louis,  and  on  the  Sith  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay,  where  he  fell  in  with  the  remains  of  the 
French  vessel  that  had  been  wrecked.  Having 
heard  in  his  nurch  that  some  of  La  Salle's  com- 
panions were  still  waiKlering  about  the  country, 
or  had  taken  refuge  with  the  Indiana,  he  shaped 
his  course  towar&  the  nation  of  the  Asimais, 
and  was  received  bv  them  with  marks  of  friend- 
ship and  respect.  He,  however,  found  no  traces 
of  the  French,  as  no  more  of  them  were  in  ex- 
istence. 

Aloiizo  de  L^on  treated  the  Asmais  with  the 
greatest  kindness,  and  called  them  Ttotf,  which 
in  their  langtiage  signifies  "  friends."  Oa  the  22d 
of  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  wrote  to  the  Viceroy, 
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infmitDg  Mn  tbftt  tbere  eakted  neither  Fre»eli 
aor  aof  other  iommtfs  ui  the  whole  eountrir ; 
tbet  the  Texas  Indians  possessed  great  attaeh- 
meat  and  good  will  to  the  Spaniards;  and  th«t 
it  would  be  Tery  proper  to  establish  missions  and 
flarrisons  throughout  that  country  to  prevent  any 
future  attempt  or  incursion  of  foreigners,  acnd  to 

S reserve  the  eoaquest.  This  subject  havinsbeen 
elibemted  on  in  Mexico,  the  mission  of  SL^raa- 
«isco  de  Texas  was  founded  in  1690|  after  that 
nation  had  voluntarily  submitted  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain.  The  Viceroy  of  Mexico  continued  to 
cake  cffeetual  measures  for  protecting^  the  country 
«d4  preventing  the  intrusion  of  any  French  ad- 
venturers. The  Court  oi  Spain,  on  being  in- 
formed of  what  had  passed,  renewed  rigorous 
orders  to  the  same  effect,  and  also  gave  directions 
for  the  instruction  and  government  of  the  Indians. 
Such  were  the  objects  of  the  exnedition  under 
Don  Domingo  de  Teran,  and  of  tnat  which  was 
effected  under  the  oommand  of  Don  Gregocio 
Salinas,  in  May,  16d3.  Since  that  period  the 
province  of  Texas  has  continued  in  perfect  tran- 
•quiUity  under  the  Spanish  Opvemment^  and  no 
iuf ther  aiteiupu  were  made  by  the  French  to 
penetrate  into  any  part  of  it. 

You  see, sir,  that  the excarsieaof  La SalU can 
give  France  no  rights  to  that  province,  wbieh 
had  long  beDose  been  aeknuwledged  to  belaud 
was,  uieorporated  in  the  Spanish  dominions. 
Such  aa  exeursioa  was,  in  tact,  nothing  more 
tJifltt  the  nsh  nttempt  of  a  foreigner  to  explore 
paxt  of  the  tcrriioffies  «f  auother  natioii,  and  is 
not  subetantiatly  difierentfrom  that  made  by  Mr. 
JUe  VaiUant  in  theoountry  of  the  Gafftes,  to  the< 
northeast  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hppe ;  by  which, 
liowever,  Fraoe*  aefuired  no  righc  to  that  piart 
of  the  Dutch  possessions,  although  they  were  still 
desert  when  tke  said  Le  Yaiilaat  exjikored  them. 
What  tecritories  are  there  in  the  world,  especially 
in  aaiensite  deninions  still  now  and  thinly  peo- 
>nled,  ift  which  exettrsieos  of  that  nature  haye  not 
4Meii  mode  by  individuals  of  foreign  oououies, 
sametimes  of  n«tghboring  nations,  (which  is  the 
most  common,)  Had  sometimes  of  thoee  which, 
ailhougk  at  a  dietanee,  actuated  either  by  curi- 
osity or  aasfhitioa,  undertake  to  explore  unknown 
countries,  inhabited  by  other  people  and  governed 
•by  other  Powers  1 

Nor  can  I  rdiain  fimn  recalling  here  what  Jias 
been  written  and  thoroughly  invesogated  tiweh- 
in|p  the  pretended  settlement  of  the  French  in  the 
Illinois  and  Arkansas. 

Whether  t^iey  were  some  o£  the  indiriduak  of 
La  Salle's  expeditiea  who  liad  survived  it,  as  M; 
Dn  Pratx  has  it,  or  whether  they  were  other  ad- 
venturers ifom  Canada^  it  seems  beyond  a  ^oobt 
that  some  Frenchmen  did  peaettate  as  far  as  the 
Arkansas,  towards  the  and  of  the  seventeenth 
oentnry,  or  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth ;  on 
which  point,  however,  the  records  of  that  period 
do  not  exactly  egree. .  Enterpri8iDg[  people  from 
Canada^  both  Frenchmen  and  natives,  oommu- 
nicated  with  the  Indian  tribes^  and  pienetnited 
lar  inxo  the  interior,  to  purchase  eatile  and  for 
aiher  purposes  of  traffic*    Some  of  them,  there- 


fore, fixed  thameelves  at  Ihe  peetDf  Arhaoasa, 
not  as  settlers,  but  as  agents  to  carry  on  the  trade 
between  Canada  and  the  natives  of  this  district. 
The  same  took  place  at  the  |)0st  of  the  Illinaia, 
long  before  the  first  foundation  of  the  French 
colony  of  Loubiana  was  thought  of. 

Father  Marques,  a  Jesuit,  oad  ptnatoated  in 
1671,  as  a  missionary,  into  the  Indian  nalion  called 
Sanlteux,  as  far  as  Chagwani^ung,  on  Lake  Sa- 
perior ;  and  in  the  year  toUowiag  one  Saliei,  with 
a  view  to  explore  the  Mississippi,  proceeded  fitom 
Canada  lo  Chagwanigung  poinL    After  joiaiog 
Father  Marquez,  they  both  .advanced  and  soc- 
eeeded  in  penetrating  to  that  riiser  by  the  Oois- 
eonsin.  Thoy  met  with  a  conaideraUe  pomUation 
in  the  country  of  the  lUiaeis,  at  the  anouin  of  the 
river  Moingora  i  and  after  promising  lo  visit  them 
on  their  return,  they  suggested  to  those  Indiaiis 
the  idea  of  entering  theoountry  by  the  river  since 
called  the  Illinois ;  and  the  Indians  did  ao,  and 
settled  in  a  district  known  by  the  name  m  the 
Great  Rock,  or  Great  Pettaseo^  about  five  leagues 
higher  up  than  the  mouth  or  the  river.   .mUcc 
and  Father  Marquez  could  desoeod  the  Mians- 
sippi  no  faHher  than  the  Arkansas;  and  on  Umir 
return  from  their  excursion  they  found  the  Illi- 
nois enciunped  at  the  Great  Penaseo.     SaUet 
eontinued  his  retreat,  and  Father  Macquex  deter- 
mined to  remain  with  these  Indians,  tm  instruct 
them  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  £sith.   In 
this  attempt  he  was  aoceeeded  by  eiher  missioa- 
ariea,  who  afterwards  proceeded  to  £Bundaehu^ 
there,  sufficiently  regular,  oompcmd  of  iUmois 
and  Canadians  who  imd  met  and  united  with  muck 
other;  these  people  were  newiae  sabfect  to  the 
French  Government,  bui  lived  tndependeal,  in 
the  manner  of  several  Indian  naiions  bmdeEing 
on  the  United  States,     fieveral  other  Indians  of 
the  Miami  and  Shawanee  tribes  .eame  and  aetiled 
themselves  near  the  Big  Rock,  or  Gbeat  Penaseo, 
hut  they  disaxreed,  and  soon  after  dispeieed.    A 
party  ot  the  Ulioois  went  down  the  river andsef- 
tledatCahokia,  on  the  left  hank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, fifteen  or  sixteen. miles  below  the  mouth  of 
thie  Illinois.    Otber  missionaries  followed  them; 
and  thus  weal  on  this  kind  ofi^ioleny,  informal  or 
wandering,  but  always  independent  oC  aad  ua- 
connected  with  the  French  el  Canada. 

Let  us  now  speak  of  the  settlement  of  the 
French  in  the  country  called  by  them  Louisiana. 
The  first  spot  occupied  by  them  in  than  oouatry 
was  the  ba^  of  Biloxi,  about  thirty  leagues  to  .the 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  year  1609,  er, 
mure  suictly  speaking,  in  1700^  and  Mohiie,  a 
little  farther  eastward,  where  they  eaiablished 
themselves,  was,  during  two-and-tweniv  yous, 
the  capiial4»f  their  new  colony*  From  that  liase 
they  observed  the  greatest  caUftiQn  in  the  settle- 
ments they  formed  on  tJ^  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Seventeen  years  had  passed  since  the 
foundation  of  their  eolonv,  when  they  veotuwd 
to  raise  eome  huta^ia  ^the  left  hank  of  that  rimr ; 
and  this  was  on  the  sfiot.now  occupied  by  New 
Orleans,  which  five  years  afterwaids. became  .the 
capiuU  of  the  colony,  when  the  intimate  jpelatieas 
between  Frmnce  aad  SpaiUi  not  only  by  virtue  of 


I 


1721 


AF!P9NDIX. 


1733 


-Tf-mf 


TftJBfwm  wUh  ^S^ttiUu 


tbe  fam&lf  tompaoty  but  more  partieiilarlj  ht  the 
cIcTAtion  of  Pnilip  ¥«  to  tbo  thiono  or  fi^io, 
IliTOffed  the  tolentton  of  «  dexieroos  encroaeb- 
ment  on  a  territory  wbieb  was  aeknewledced  to 
beloDf  to  tbat  menarcby.  la  1728  tbe  French 
sQceeeided  in  fizinf-some  German  fiimiUes  on  tbe 
riffht  bank  of  the  fiver,  opposite  to  tbe  aettlements 
which  tbev  alteadr  bad  abore  and  below  the  new 
city  of  Orleans.  They  afterwards  settled  some 
Acadians  a  little  higher  ap,  aod  finally  some 
olheva  at  Point  Coaf%e.  But  tbe  wbole  limits 
of  these  cottages  or  settlements  did  not  extend  to 
mere  tban  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  of  land  npon 
the  front  of  tbe  rirer ;  so  that  tbe  French,  seeing 
a  want  of  cattle,  and  feeling  the  necessity  of  es* 
taUishing  berds  to  keep  tip  a  supply,  turned  tbeir 
▼iews  to  ihe  extensive  and  fertile  prairies  of  At* 
takapasy  and  the  Governor  of  Lonistana  there- 
upon in>plied  to  the  commandant  of  the  interior 
pro vi  noes  of  Mexico  for -permission  to  establish 
some  herds  only,  which  was  frankly  granted  to 
him  by  tbe  Spanish  commandant*  In  fact  they 
had  nothing  more  than  «attle  establishmenu  in 
Atiafca|>aa  and  Opeloosai,  when  the  colooy  was 
tiansferred  to  Bpiun  in  1764.  They  bad  never 
gMe  farther  $  and  it  b  to  the  Spaniards  that  the 
eolony  is,  indebted  for  tbe  extensive  popolatioo 
and  cultivtttieii  of  tbntpart  of  tbe  territory  after- 
wards ceded  back  to  Fmnee,  and  transferred  by 
her  to  tbe  United  States ;  as  was  also  the  case  in 
tbe  settlements  of  La  Fonrche,  Avoyelles,  the 
Rapidci^  and  Onacbita.  which  did  not  previously 
exist,  but  were  formed  by  the  Spanisrds  within 
the  proper  limits  of  the  monarchy. 

From  hence  you  will  dearly  see,  sir,  tbat  so 
far  from  Spain  having  retained  any  point  belong* 
ing  to  French  Lonisiana  when  sbe  ceded  it  back 
by  the  Treaty  of  St«.Ildefon8o,  sbe  left  incorpo^ 
rated  with  it  many  poia^  settlements,  and  terri* 
torjes,  which  in  truth  did  not  belong,-^nor  ever 
hod  batonged,  lo  the  said  colony. 

it  wonld  be  mo  latigutng  to  trace,  step  by  step, 
aU  tbe  incmfeions  of  tbe  French  from  Canada,  or 
from  Loiiisiaaa,  into  other  points  of  tbe  Spanish 
dMDinieos,  by  passing  tbroogh  Indian  nations  or 
nainhabited  eonntries,  1  cannot,  however,  omit 
touching  on  tbe  aeeidemal  circumstance  which 
gaiw  roe  to  their  settlemeat  at  Kaskaskia,  t weaty 
laagaes  below  CakMa.  The  inhabiunts  of  lili- 
BoiSj  who  had  no  connexion  or  dependence  what- 
•rer  oo  Canada,  at  length  undertook  to  go  down 
the  ffiver  and  trade  with  the  French  at  BU^^n 
and  Mobile  bay ;  and  these  traders  having  dis- 
eoverad  fertile  and  benntifal  prairieeon  the  right 
of  the  amallriv^  Kaslmskia,  several  of  tbe  French 
settlers  removed  thither  io  the  year  1703,  and 
founded  what  iM  now  the  town  of  Kaskaskia ;  but 
they  always  lived  iodependeat  and  in  alliaDce 
with  the  Indians,  until  the  Louisiana  company 
seut  M.  de  Boishrianc,  as  tbe  Kiag^s  lieutenant, 
with  troops,  to  reduce  and  direct  this  settlement. 
It  was  afterwards  oonsiderably  increased  in  the 
bauds  of  the  French,  who  successively  fonued 
the  settlemenu  of  Charttes,  St*  Philip,  P^akie 
des  Bsoobes,  and  Prairie  Dupont,  but  still,  as  you 
perceive,  nr,  on  the  left  of  tbe  Mississippi;  aad 


k  was  sot  until  sevend  yearn  after  wards  tbat  they 
settled  St.  Qenevieve,  opposite  Kaskaskia,  ou  thi 
right  of  the  nid  riTer*-<an  inconsiderable  settle- 
ment,  which  made  no  progress  until  tbe  oeuatry 
was  ceded  to  ITngland* 

In  fine,  all  the  written  docnments  aod  hisiori^ 
cal  evidence  relating  to  French  Louisiana  agree 
in  dividioff  it  into  Upper  and  Lowerj  and  prov- 
ing that  Lower  Louisiaim  is  bounded  on  tbe 
north  by  bayou  Mancbac,  bj  which  it  commu- 
nicates from  liie  river  Mississippt  to  the  Ibervilkf 
aad  that  Upper  Looisiaoa  commencm  above  the. 
said  bayou,  the  post  of  Natchea  being  the  prinei* 
pal  settlement  of  tbe  French  in  that  quarter,  in 
wheee  neighborhood  they  Cultivutcd  tobacco; 
The  settlement  of  N^tchitechc^  which  thc]^  after* 
wards  formed,  waa  considered  as  dependiug  oU 
Upper  Louisiana. 

It  wonld  be  eawy  to  pro^  Chat  this  latter  setitfe* 
ment  was  nmde  by  the  Ftfench  within  the  Span* 
ish  territory,  and  merely  through  die  condescen- 
sioQ  or  cnflrarance  of  tbe  vieeroys  of  hfexico,  and: 
the  governors  of  tbe  previoce  of  Tesas.  Before 
the  French  had  founded  New  Orleeins,  there 
already  existed  tbe  Spanish  mimione  aad  seok** 
meats  of  San  Francises,  La  Purisima  Concept 
cioo,  San  Jos^  and  Noestm  Seftora  de  la  Guad« 
aloupe,  at  a  very  short  distaace  from-  Dfaichl- 
toches ;  and  the  right  of  ptfopertsr  aod  possession 
on  tbe  part  ai  tbe  i^own  of  Spwa  to  the  whole 
of  this  terr<tory,  as  far  as  the  Mississippi,  was 
notorious;* 

I  am  aware  that  tbe  French  attacked  the  mis* 
sioa  of  Texas,  duriag  the  war  between  France 
and  Spain,  under  the  regency  of  tbe  Duke  of  Or^ 
lean^ ;  that  for  this  purpose  they  proceeded  from 
the  post  of  Natchitoches,  and  tlmt  tbe  Spaniards 
retreated  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  till  the  gur- 
ernor  of  the  provlce^  the  Marquis  de  Valero,  ad- 
vanced to  chastise  aad  keepthiB  enemy  in  cbeok.r 
This  commander  marched  against  thM  in  1719, 
drove  them  from  the  -Spanish  posts,  aod  obliged 
them,  to  shut  themsdvee  up  in  Natehitoehes. 

This  expedition  is  connected  with  the  authen- 
tic facto  of  which  M.  Du  Pmtz  has  made  op  a 
ridiculous  and  fabulous  tale,  in  his  history  of  Lou- 
isiana, when  be  speaks  of  a  Frenchman  of  tbe 
name  of  St.  Dennis,  and  supposes  oevtain  con-* 
ventioos  entered  into  betweisffbim  and  the  Duke 
de  Linares,  Viceroy  of  Mexieo*  In  1715,  St. 
Dennis  penetrated  from  Mobile  to  tbe  Spaofish 
garrison  of  San  Jaau  Bautista,  with  thvee  com^ 

Cnions  nnd  a  passport,  ens  pretence  of  goiag  to 
y  cattle  io  the  missions  of  Texas,  but  la  reality 
to  carry  on  n  contraband  trade  and  explore  the 
country.  Both  he  aad  hie  eumeaaions  were 
seised  and  coaveyed  to  Mexico,  After  a  variety 
of  adventuress  St.  Dennis  made  his  escape^  aua 
was  one  of  these  who  set  out  from  Natdiitoehes 
with  other  Frenchmen  to  atmok  the  inhabitants 
of  Texas,  as  I  have  before  stated* 

After  this  event  the  Marqnis  de  A^uayo  came 
to  Texas,  re-established  the  old  nussioas,  anal 
founded  new  ones,  viz:  Paar^  Adaei,  Loreto,  at 
tbe  bay  of  Bspirito  Santo^  or  St»  Bernard,  and 
Dolores,  known  by  the  name  of  Oiqaixaco ;  he 
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Igimtir  imprsTMl  S^a  Antonio  de  Beztr,  nod 
placca  the  whole  frontier  of  the  provfince  in  a  re- 
specmble  ettte.  Thns  the  Sptnish  settlements 
rcnuiAed  tranqoil  until  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
Spain,  when  the  garrisons  of  Adaes  and  Orqui- 
zaeo  were  suppreisedi  as  being  no  longer  neees* 
sarr. 

As  a  farther  proof  that  the  post  of  Natchitoches 
was  acknowledged  e?en  by  the  French  as  being 
within  the  Spanish  territory,  I  shall  add  two  facts: 
the  first  is,  that  when  Captaia  Don  Domingo  Ra* 
mon  canse  with  a  party  to  Texas,  after  St.  Den- 
nis and  his  followers  were  sent  to  Mexico,  he 
paid  a  friendly  risit  to  the  French  at  Natchito- 
ches, and  entered  that  fort  with  the  royal  balmHi 
and  tn$ignia  as  a  sign  of  the  dominion  and  juris- 
diction  of  Spain,  to  which  the  French  made  no 
opposition.  The  second  fact  is,  that  in  the  year 
174d  |he  French  Gk>?ernbr  of  Natchitoches  being 
desirous  to  remove  that  fort,  which  had  been  in- 
jured by  an  inundatioa,  somewhat  £irther  from 
the  bank  of  the  Rio  Roxo^  (the  Red  riTer,)  he 
waited  on  the  Spanish  Oovernor  of  the  Adaes. 
Don  Manuel  de  Sandoval,  and  requested  the  ne* 
cessary  permission  to  do  so*  Sandoval  granted 
it,  as  the  aite  to  which  he  wished  to  remove  it 
was  no  farther  than  a  musket-shot  from  its  former 
situation.  Notwithstanding  the  Viceroy  of  Mex- 
ico, on  being  informed  of  this  act  of  accommoda- 
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highly  disapproved  it,  and  despatched  Col. 
Francisco  de  Brito  to  Adaes,  to  supersede 
Governor  Sandoval^  and  bring  him  under  guard 
to  Mexico,  to  be  tried  there  before  a  court  mar- 
tial ;  which  was  carried  into  efiect  with  all  the 
rigor  of  the  law. 

It  is  unquestionable,  from  the  historical  series 
of  facu,  and  the  most  unexceptionable  docaments, 
that  the  province  of  Texas  extended  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  the  French  never  crossed  the 
river  into  that  district  but  through  the  sufferance 
or  permismn  of  the  Spanish  Governors;  aod  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  former  abusing,  the  gene* 
rosity  with  which  they  were  permitted  to'  trade 
with  the  ladians  of  that  territory,  and  to  hold. 
for  that  purpose  only,  the  posts  or  Natchez  and 
Natchitoches,  positive  orders  were  issued  to  drive 
the  French  from  the  whole  district,  and  destroy 
the  said  posts.  The  Spaoibh  commandant  ad- 
vanced with  a.snfficient  force  to  execute  those  or- 
ders; but  he  acceded  to  the  proposals  of  the  French 
at  Natchitoches,  wbich.were  confined  to  this:  that 
Arroyo  Hondo,  which  is  midway  between  Natch* 
itoches  and  Adaes^  should  be  considered  as  the 
dividing  line,  until  the  determination  of  the  two 
Courts.  In  this  ^tate  things  remained  without 
further  change,  and  so  continued  until  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  to  Spain  relieved  those  provinces  of 
Spanish  America  from  all  embarrassment  and 
trouble  from  the  French.  But  it  always  was  an 
undeniable  fact,  established  by  the  irresistible 
titles  and  documents,  that  the  French  neither 
held  nor  had  held,  to  the  westward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  1719,  any  other  posts  than  Natchitoches, 
which  they  held  merely  by  the  condescension  of 
Spain :  and  that  the  Spanish  seitiement  of  Adaes, 
only  five  leagues  distant  from  the  Rio  Roxo, 


(Red  river^)  existed  mueh  earlier,  and  did  so  ex- 
ist until  Louisiana  was  transferred  to  Spain.  The 
parochial  records  of  Nacogdoches  and  Adaes,  with 
the  registers  of  births,  baptiMme,  and  deaths,  at* 
test  it  still  more  circumstantially,  as  wcJl  as  tfaa 
proceeding  of  the  pastoral  visit  made  in  1805, 
by  Don  Primo  Feliclano  Marin,  bishop  of  the  new 
kingdom  ,of  Leon,  who  visited  the  district  of 
Adaes,  aad  the  whole  province  of  Texaa. 

The  right  which  Spain  always  had  to  ail  th# 
territories  to  the  north  and  east  of  New  Mex- 
ico, as  far  as  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Missouri,  is  proved  with  equal  certainty.  All 
these  territories,  and  the  difierent  branches,  falls, 
and  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  were  always  com* 
preheoded  within  the  line  of  the  Spanish  domin- 
ion in  that  part  of  America  from  the  earliest  pe- 
riods of  its  discovery  and  conquest.  Although 
the  French  penetrated  several  tiaoes  from  Mobile 
aud  Biloxi  to  different  paru  of  that  line,  thef 
never  acquired. any  right  lo  them.  Their  excur- 
sions were  confined  to  trading,  oi  smugglina,  or 
explorioff  the  c6untrv«  The  huts  or  posts  which 
they  had  in  soma  Indian  nations  were  trifling 
establishments,  clandestine  and  precarious,  whiaK 
they  were  unable  to  preserve.  The  Spaniards 
had  traded  much  earlier  than  the  French  with 
all  these  Indian  nations;  with  the  MissouriM, 
extending  along  the  river  of  that  name ;  the  Pa* 
dorcas,  beyond  the  river  La  Platte ;  and,  still  far- 
ther to  the  Northwest,  with  the  Latanes;  and, 
finally,  with  several  otners,  as  being  within  the 
dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

The  French  themselves  never  disputed  the 
rights  of  the  Spaniards  to  possession  and  prop- 
erty, nor  laid  claim  to  injure  the  rights  of  Spain 
on  ail  occasions  of  making  grants  of  land  within 
her  settlement  of  Louisiana;  and  the  French 
settlers  at  all  times  carefully  respected  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  throughout  its  whole  ex- 
tent, as  the  well-known  property  of  Spain.  No 
memorial  can  be  found  declaratory  of  a  contrarf 
opinion,  except  a  decree  of  Lodis  XIV.,  dated  at 
Fonuinebleau;  on  the  14th  of  September,  1712, 
in  favor  of  M.  Crozat,  ceding  to  him  and  the 
company  formed  by  him  the  French  settlement 
of  Louisiana,  with  an  ideal  and  vague  demarca- 
tion of  boundaries,  by  extending  tlwm  mentally 
to  New  Mexico  and  the  English  province  of 
Carolina,  and  along  the  Mississippi  Vfrom  the  sea 
to  the  Illinois,  dbc.  It  is  evident  that  the  Court 
of  France  did  not  then  possess  any  knowledce  of 
the  geographer  of  that  country,  or  that  New  Mex- 
ico was  considered  as  bordering  on  the  Missis- 
sippi^ notwithstanding  Louis  XIY.  had  carried 
his  liberality  so  far  in  that  grant  as  to  give  the 
Fremch  company  even  the  river  Mississippi  and 
the  Missouri.   He  Bright,  with  equal  reason,  have 

given  those  of  the  Amazons,  the  La  Plata,  and 
ironoko.  You  are  perfectly  aware,  sir,  the  ax- 
pressioos  of  tbis  grant  are  vague  and  absurd. 
They  never  could  alter  the  fixed  limits  of  French 
Louisiana,  or  of  the  Spanish  possessions.  The 
grant  of  Louis  XIV.  was  always  considered  as 
the  act  of  a  disordered  imagination.  The  Span- 
iards constantly  preserved  their  dominion  over 
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all  ik9  rigbt  baok  of  Uie  MiftiMippi,  aod  over  all 
the  territoriM  and  watan  from  the  former  to  the 
right  shore  of  the  latter.  Eren  the  French  them* 
selves,  Botwlthstandine  this  famous  grant,  never 
veotared  to  go  heyond  tneeertaiD  and  well-known 
limiu  of  their  settlement,  or  violate  those  of  the 
territory  and  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Epain. 
Il  is  therefore  of  no  consequence  to  us  if  such  a 
blunder  was  committed  hy  those  who  penned  the 
said  grant  at  Fontainebleau.  If  a  document  of 
this  nature  was  sufficient  to  dispossess  a  nation  of 
its  dominions,  or  of  any  part  ot  them,  what  secu- 
rity could  there  be  in  any  part  of  the  pospcssions 
of  independent  Kingdoms  and  Sutes  1  Out  there 
be  a  mind  capable  of  conceiving  that  such  a  pa- 
per can  fail  to  be  absurd  and  completely  despica- 
ble, since  it  never  took  elBTect,  has  always. been  re- 
sisted as  rash  and  extravagant,  and  since  the 
incontestable  righu  of  Spain  to  the  property  and 
possession  of  the  said  territories  existed  then,  and 
do  still  exist?.  CerUinly  not 

The  Court  of  France  was  immediately  sensible 
pf  the  extravagance  of  that  grant,  as  no  farther 
mention  was  made  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  when 
it  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain,  in  176i,  M.  Kerlet, 
who  had  been  many  years  Qovernor  of  that 
Province^  was  ordered  to  draw  up  a  memoir,  con* 
uining  a  description  of  its  proper  extent  and 
limita.  This  memoir,  delivered  by  the  Duke  of 
Choiseulj  Minister  of  France,  to  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador at  Paris,  as  a  supplement  to  the  act  of 
cession  of  Louisiana,  agrees  substantially  with 
that  which  I  have  just  now  pointed  out.  1  would 
carry  this  demonstration  still  farther,  if  I  thought 
it  necessary ;  and  I  will  do  so  if  you  shall  have 
anything  to  object  to  at.  In  the  meantime,  I  now 
confine  myself  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  and  to  th^ 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  my  master,  that,  although  Spain  has 
an  original  and  indisputable  right  to  all  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  His  Majesty  has  resolved 
to  claim  this  right  solely  with  a  view  to  adhere 
to  the  vii  poime/t9,  or  state  of  possession  in 
which  the  Crown  of  Spain  was  when  she  ac- 
quired Lonbiana  in  1764,  and  in  which  that  of 
France  was  at  the  time  she  made  the  cession. 
Hie  Majesty,  pajring  doe  respect  to  all  such  trea- 
ties and  conventions  as  have  caused  a  change  in 
the  state  of  poasession  of  the  two  nations  in  that 
part  of  America,  religiously  confines  himself  to 
the  express  period  when  Louisiana  was  circum- 
scribed by  the  well-known  extent  and  boundaries 
with  which  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

As  these  boundaries,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,  although  always  notorious  and  ac- 
knowledged, have  not  been  marked  out  with  the 
formality  necessary  to  avoid  doubts  and  arbitrary 
pretensions,  and  as  It  is  only  evident  that  they  un- 
doubtedly proceed  from  the  Mexican  Gulf,  by  the 
river  Mermento,  or  Mermen tayo,  and  Arroyo  Hon- 
do, by  drawing  a  line  between  Natchitoches  and 
Adaes,  which  crosses  the  Red  river,  and  extends 
towards  the  Missouri,  I  have  done  no  more  than 
point  out  the  basb  for  a  line  of  demarcation ;  and 
after  we  have  agreed  on  thic  basis,  a  commtasion, 


composed  ai  Spaniards  and  AmericanBi  formally 
appointed  and  authorized  by  their  respective  Qov- 
ernment&  can,  and  ought  alone,  to  examine  and  fix 
the  boundaries  between  the  possessions  of  the  two 
Powers,  keeping  in  view  the  documents  exhibited 
on  both  sides,  and  comparing  them  on  the  spot 
with  the  points  to  which  they  refer.  The  basia 
I  now  speak. of,  as  necessary  for  this  demarcation 
of  boundaries,  must  be  sought  for  precisely  in  the 
most  marked,  leading,  and  notorious  points,  which 
showed  the  proper  direction  and  extent  of  the 
territories  of  Spain,  France,  and  England  in  1763 
and  1764,  since  we  cannot  seek  for  them  in  pre* 
ceding  periods,  the  possessions  of  the  three  Powen 
in  this  part  of  the  American  continent  being  then 
very  difierent  from  what  they  have  been  after 
those  periods,  in  virtue  of  public  treaties,  whieh 
are,  and  ought  to  be,  inviolable. 

The  situation,  therefore,  of  the  three  Powers, 
until  1763,  was  as  follows  :  ihe  Crown  of  Spain 
extended  iu  dominion  to  the  east,  over  the  right 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  mouth  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri;  and  to  the  north,  over 
the  right  side  of  the  latter  river,  from  iu  moutk 
to  its  source.  Florida,  already  contracted  by  the 
intrusive  establishment  of  Louisiana,  commenced 
at  the  river  Perdido,  and  extending  eastward  to* 
wards  the  river  Santa  Maria,  (St.  Mary's,)  in- 
eluded  the  whole  peninsula,  which  extenus  as  far 
as  the  twenty-third  degree  of  south  latitude.  Ita 
northern  boundary  was  not  yet  fixed.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  such  as  I  have 
shown  it  was,  and  ought  then  to  be,  France  pos- 
sessed the  territories  of  Upper  and  Lower  Can- 
ada, extending  south  to  a  line  running  fN>m  tha 
river  Alivamoa,  and  following  the  chain  of  tbe 
Aileganies  until  it  struck  above  Chaleur  bay. 
Enffiand  extended  her  possessions  to  the  south 
of  the  said  line,  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  from 
the  river  St.  .Mary  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  and 
added  to  those  possessions  all  the  territory  lying 
north  of  the  two  Caoadas,  aa  far  as  Hudson^ 
bay  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  had  been  ceded 
to  her  by  France,  at  toe  peace  of  1713. 

But  France,  as  you  know,  sir,  was;  by  the  treaty 
of  1763,  excluded  from  the  continent  of  North 
America,  with  the  exception  of  Louisiana,  then 
reduced  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  the 
tract  o.f  country  to  the  north  of  Missouri,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  British  possessions.  By  that  treaty, 
she  ceded  to  England  both  the  Caoadas  and  all 
that  part  of  Louisiana  extending  over  the  left 
side  of  the  Mississippi  from  its  source  to  the  bayou 
Manchac,  and  thence  following  the  left  of  the 
river  Iberville,  the  lakes  Manrepas  and  Pontchar- 
train,  the  coast  and  islands,  to  tbe  river  Perdido. 
Spain  ceded,  in  like  manner,  Florida  to  England, 
such  as  I  have  described  it ;  and  in  the  year  1764, 
which  is  the  second  period,  when  it  is  necessary 
to  distinguish  and  &x  the  basis  referred  to,  she 
acquired,  by  cession  from  France,  her  remaining 
portion  of  old  Louisiana.  She  afterwards  ac- 
quired what  France  ceded  to  the  English  on  the 
left  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Florida^  also,  which 
she  bad  ceded  to  them  in  1763,  as  is  proved  by 
the  treaty  of  1783.    This  treaty,  and  those  of 
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1768  tnd  1764,  befoi^  iacttHoMd)«r»  those  whfeh 
it  19  neetttary  to  k«ep  in  vww,  together  with  thtt 
of  St  Udefonso,  by  which  Spain  ceded  beck  to 
Frtbee  whet  she  had  reeeiTed  from  her;  and 
Fraoee  accepted  the  deiirery,  decfaurinf  herself 
iatiafied,  aad-  taking  pessession  by  Tirtne  of  an  act 
ef  iSs  Catholic  Majeety^  which  expresses  the  re- 
wooesiion  of  Loaisianii  by  Spain  to  Prance  such 
as  she  had  received  it  from  rrance  in  1764. 

The  treaties  between  France  and  the  United 
States^  and  between  the  latter' and  Spain)  (the 
fii^t  in  1776,  and  the  second  in  1795,)  must  like- 
wise be  kept  in  view,  to  ilinstrate  incontestable 
riyfats  and  establish  unalterable  principles.  To 
the  trca^ties  Jnst  mentioned,  your  Government  and 
His  Catholic  Majesty  may  add  all  such  other  ti- 
tles and  documents  as  may  be  thought  necessary 
to  remove  or  settle  any  doubt  which  may  arise 
in  the  sutajeet^matter,  to  the  end  that  the  basis  of 
a.  deniBf cation  may  he  laid  down  nnon  a  due  un- 
dctstanding,  and  established  aad  nxed  With  the 
ffBstcat  pMs^ie  ezaetness. 

Yon  are  perfectly  aware,  sir,  that  there  can  be 
■0  otiMer  just  mode  of  settling  the  dispute  in  rela- 
tioa  to  the  question  of  beundaries,  and  that  it  is 
Ike  one  wkieh  kas  always  been  adopted  b]r  all 
naticna  in  similar  cases;  it  being  the  anxious 
wish  «f  His  CathoHc  Majesty  that  this  demarcii'' 
tioii  maybeeo  acoemplisiied  as  to  leave  no  room 
lot  donoto  Of  controversy  in  ftiture,  by  proceeding 
to  it  with  good  faith,  and  in  a  manner  that  may 
be  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

I  theiefore  conolnde  this  note  with  the  same 
epkiitoa  I  expressed  in  my  former  one,  namely, 
tkait  it  is  indispensable  to  examine,  ascertain,  and 
agiieeon  the  points  necessary  and  essential  to  the 
establishment  of  the  true  boundaries  which  sep^ 
arate,  or  ought  to  separate.  Loutsiaim  from  the 
Sfanishdoaunwns;  and  that  this  can  only  be 
determined  by  the  mode  proposed.  If  you  will 
be  pleased  to  point  out  to  one  any  other,  which, 
while  it  fuMIs  that  object,  may  be  conciliatory 
and  compatible  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the 
Crown  of  Sjjmin,  yon  may  be  assured,  sir,  that  I 
shall  adopt  it  with  pleasure,  as  I  shall  therebv 
further  the  inuntioas  of  my  Sovere'ffo,  wtvicn 
are  to  tetmiinnte  as  speedily  as  poesibie  the  div- 
pates  now  pending  in  an  amicable  manner,  se  as 
to  leave  no  spaik  of  disagreement  in  future. 

With  these  sentiments,  I  have  the  honor  to 
ofier  myself  to  your  disposal,  and  pray  Ood  to 
pieserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


The  same  to  the  tame. 

WABHiROToai,  JauMarif  8, 1818. 

Sf a :  Having  stated  to  von  in  my  notes  of  the 
29tk  of  the  last,  and  5th  or  the  present  mondi,  all 
that  I  thought  proper  and  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject of  boundaries,  that  we  mnf  ascertain,  dis- 
cern, and  fix  with  impartiaiity,  mstice,  and  ffood 
faith,  those  which  divide,  or  ought  to  divide,  Lou- 
isiana from  the  Spanish  posMSsionseitnate  to  the 
east  and  west  ol  that  province^  acquired  from 
France  by  the  United  States,  I  now  proceed  to 


discusstbe  diArent  points  on  which  your  Qovern* 
menf  founds  claims  against  these  of  His  Catholic 
Bfajesty. 

As  this  matter  was  sufficiently  discussed  (pen* 
Uiado)  and  jdaeed  in  the  strongest  light  of  evi-* 
deuce  by  the  Spanish  Government,  in  the  notes 
addressed  by  it  to^Mv.  Pinckney,at  Araajuex,  aad 
afterwards  to  the  American  commission,  com- 
poeed  of  that  ffentlemui  and  Mr.  Monroe,  and 
also  in  those  wiiich,  in  the  last  inssaace  were  ad* 
dressed  by  it  to  Mr.  Brving,  at  Madrid,  I  shall 
resume  tlie  sttbjeet  briefly  and  precisely,  merely 
touching  on  the  principal  points  of  the  dispute, 
and  skewing,  with  simplicity  and  clearness,  to 
what  the  state  of  the  question  is  reduced,  and 
in  what  manner  it  should  be  fairly  aad  justly 
arran^. 

I  divide  into  two  ckmses  the  points  on  which 
your  Gtovemment  demands  satimctioin  and  in- 
demnification of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  The  fint 
comprehends  the  io juries,  losses,  and  damages, 
sufi^red  by  American  citizens  from  Spanish  au- 
thorities and  subjects,  aad  those  sitfered  by  the 
subjecu  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  from  American 
autboflties  and  citizens,  xhe  second  compre- 
hends  the  losses^  damage%  and  injuries,  sustained 
by  American  citizens  from  captures  made  by. 
French  cruisers  on  the  coasts  of  Spain,  aii4  cen- 
demaed  by  Freadi  Consuls  residing  in  the  Span- 
ish ports.  To  this  the  whole  question  of  indemni*- 
floatlon  is  reduced. 

The  points  embraced  by  the  first  class  are  ae 
fbllows :  1st.  The  damagee  and  injuries  unlaw- 
fully caused  by  Spanish  authorities  and  snbrecte 
on  American  citizens,  and  by  Americao  autnori'> 
ties  aad  citizens  on  the  subieois  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  aad  of 
the  existing  treaty,  during  the  War  between  Spaii» 
and  Qreat  Britain,  which  terminated  at  the  peace 
of  1801.  2dly.  Damas[es  and  injuries  snstatned 
by  American  citizens  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
terruption of  the  place  of  depositeat  New  Orleana, 
by  an  order  of  the  intendant  of  the  royal  ueasury 
of  Spain  in  the  province  of  Louisiana.  Sdly;  In« 
juries,  damages,  aad  losses  caused  to  citizens  of 
the  United  Sutes  by  Spanish  authorities  an4 
stttnects,  and  by  American  authorities  and  citizeoe 
to  Spanish  subjects,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  year  1801  uatil  the  period  when  the  "eorree- 
pendent  convention  between  the  two  Gevern- 
menu  on  all  tiie  points  embmoed  by  the  question 
of  spoliations  shall  be  oonoluded  and  signed. 

Those  which  are  comprehended  in  the  first 
point  are  acknowledged  to  be  evidently  founded 
on  justice ;  nnd,  to  carry  them  into  ensct,  tfarere 
exists  ever  since  1808  a  cenvention  stipulated 
and  signed  between  Spain  and  the  United  Smtes. 
Yon  are  aware,  sir,  that  the  saepension  of  this 
convention  did  not  originate  with  His  Catbellc 
Majesty's  Government.  His  Majesty  is  iHHidy 
to  give  full  eisct  to  It ;  aad  on  the  basis  of  that 
coavention  we  can  establish  and  agree  on  what 
mav  be  most  just,  suitable^  and  expeditious,  to 
make  a  reciprocal  sattsfketion  for  the  aforesaid 
injuries  and  losses,  comprehending  in  the  con" 
vention  to  he  stipulated  and  signin  Ibr  that  pur* 
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Dpae  all  the  injuriM  and  1o8M»  BQspactirfly  anf- 
tered  uaee  1801  to  the  juresent,  bec^se  these  two 
poiats  only  are  distinct  in  point  of  time;  bat|  as 
yoo  are  perfectly  aware,  tbey.  are,  in  all  other 
leapects,  of  a  like  nature,  and  therefore  of  eqqal 
rie^hts.and  justice. 

The  first  and. third  points  are  conAeqaenlly  to 
be  aoknowledged  as  substantially  forming  c»ly 
one,  .subject  to  the  examioatjon  and  decision  of 
the  joint  coaamission  which  is  to  determine  the 
necessary  compensation,  in  virtue  of  tbe  con- 
vention to  be  stipulated  on  the  basis  of  that  of 
1802. 

The  second  point,  namely,  that  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  might  be 
omitted.  You  are  aware,  sir^  that  it  lasted  hut  a 
very  short  time,  and  in  the  depth  of  Winter,  when 
the  asportation  of  the  produce  of  the  Western 
States  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  verv  hazard- 
ous and  difficult  i  that,  moreof  er^  the  order  of  tbe 
Inteodant  produced  no  other  inconvenien^^e  to 
the  Ameriimn  ciUzeiis  than  the  trifling  one  of 
loading  in  the  stream  instead  of  laying  their  boats 
along  the  ^lay  at  Niw  Orleaps;  and  tbat  the 
said  Older  of  the  Inteadant  was  an. arbitrary  act, 
duly  disapproved  of  by  His  Catholic  |4ajesty, 
and  for  which  he  directed  kia  Minister  to  give 
suitable  satisfaction  to  the  United  States  in  his 
royal  name.  The  United  States  having  received 
it,  this  affair  ought  from  that  time  to  be  considered 
as  terminated. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  cannot  but  admit  that 
His  Catholic  Majesty  was  not  bound  to  continue 
the  dejposite  at  New  Orleatu  after  the  termina* 
tion  of  the  precise  period  stipulated  by- the  treaty 
of  1795,  bv  which  His  Catholic  Mejesty  only 
agreed  to  designate  another  spot  for  the  said  de« 
positC)  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  As  this 
new  spot  was  to  be  to  tbe  satisfaotipn  of  tl^e  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  for  them  to  point  out  and  ask  for 
it*  The  suspension  ordered  >y  the  IntendanjL  al« 
thoiigh  bighly  disapproved  by  the  Spanish  Qov* 
ernment,  ivas  in  consequence  of  tbe  scandalous 
contraband  and  abuses  by  which,  under  cover  of 
the  deposite^  enormous  frauds  were  committed 
on  the  royal  revenue.  By  the  treaty  no  provision 
was  made  for  this  case,  nor  was  there  any  stipu- 
lation relative  to  the  time  which  was  to  inter- 
vene duriikg  the.  remoral  of  the  deposite  from 
New  Orleans  to  another  spot  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  to  the  intermediate  period  between 
the  sttsplension  of  the  said  deposite  and  the  assign* 
iaflranothcr  situation  ibi  it. 

The  Qoveinmant  of  dpaiOiWas^  ibmmtore,  not 
bound  to  become  answetable  ibr  the  losses  and 
iiguiies  eventually  sustained  by  the  short  inter* 
mptioa  of  the  di^nrnte,  since  such  obligations 
could  only  grow  out  of  the  stipulations  of  that 
treaty,  which  does  not  contain  a  single  word  ^bat 
has  the  most  distant  allnaiott  to  such  an  obliga- 
tion or  engagement  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic 
Miuesty. 

Notwithstanding  these  reasons,  and  various 

others  which!  could  adduce,  to  prove  that  the 

Qovernment  of  Spain  cannot  be  hound  to.make 

satisfaction  for  the  aforesaid  lessee  «nd  damage^ 

15th  Coir,  iid  Ssss. 


I  His  CaihoUc  MmcsIT  is  disposed  to  yield  to  the 
xedam^tion  of  the  United  States  on  this  point, 
provided  they  still  insist  on  it,  and  to  submit  it, 
with. the  others  spoken  of, to  the  investigation 
and  decision  of  the  joint  commission.  -Tbare 
will,  therefore,  be  no  difficulty  in  also  including 
this  point,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  injuries  really 
caused  by  the  order  of  tbe  Inlendant  of  New  Or- 
leans, in  the  convention  to  be  formed  and  signed, 
if  required  by  you,  it  being  His  Catholic  Majes*  ' 
ty's  desire  to  give  continued  proofs  to  the  United 
States  of  his  frankness,  good  faith,  and  conde- 
scension. I  now  proceed  to  the  claim  for  losses 
and  injuries  committed  on  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  by  French  cruisers  and  tribunals,  in  the 
captMre  of  American  vessels  on  the  coasts  of 
Spain,  and  their  condemnation  in  Spanish  ports, 
forming  the  object  of  the  second  part  of  this 
question,  or  that  embracing  tbe  points  of  the  sec- 
ond plass,  in  the  order  of  the  enumeration  I  heve 
adopted* 

This  part  of  the  qi»9stion  was  discussed  in  a 
very  luminous  manner  in  the  notes  addressed  b^ 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qovernment  to  the  Ameri- 
can Ministers  on  the  lOthof  February  and  5th  of 
March,  1805 ;  and  you  are  aware  that  no  reply 
w^s  made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  weafc^ 
ening  in  tbe  least  the  force  of  the  princjples  and 
the  truth  of  the  facts  on  which  the  opposition  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  to  a  responsibility  for  thope 
damages  and  injuries  was  grounded.  You  will 
agree  with  me,  sir,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
deciding,  by  a  general  rule,  tbe  extent  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a  nation  on  whose  coasts. and  ports 
aggressions  have  been  committed  by  aaoiher 
against  a  third  party,  as  it  depends  in  a  great 
degree  on  the  circuoks'tanoes  of  the  case,  and  the 
particular  stipulations  binding  on  nations* 

By  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
Stfites,  the  obligation  of  Spain  is  reduced  to  ex- 
ercise its  good  offices  with  the  t)flending  party, 
and  to  aid; the  claims  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
^'Each  party  shall  endeavor,  (says  the  treaty,) 
by  all  means  in  their  power,  to  protect  and  de- 
fend all  vessels  and  other  effects  belongiag  to  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other,  which  shall  be 
within  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  by  sea  or 
by  Land,  and  shall  use  all  their  efforts  to  recover 
end  cause  to  he  restored  to  the  right  owners  thjsir 
vessels  and  effects,  which  may  have  been  taken 
from  them  within  the  extent  of  their  said  juris- 
diction, whether  they  are  at  war  or  not  with  the 
Power  whose  subjects  have  taken  possession  of 
the  said  effects." 

On  the  part  of  Spain  this  has  been  done ;  and 
if  her  efforts  have  not  prpduced  the  desired  effect, 
the  ^ult  does  not  rest  with  her*  Besides,  the  in- 
juries dbne  by  French  privateers  on  the  coasts  and 
in  the  ports  of  Spain  to.  American  citiatens  have 
a  particular  character,  which  relieves  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  from  all  obligation  to  indemnify 
them  for  those  losses,  even  although  such  obliga- 
tion had  existed.  The  United  States  were  not  at 
war  with  Fraoce,  consequent y  their  recourse,  .as 
the  aggrieved  party,  was  always  open  to  the  Grov- 
ernmeot  and  uibunals  of  the  aggreieor.    Spain 
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was  then  id  allknoe  with  France,  and  both  w«re 
at  war  with  Great  Britain.  She,  therefore,  could 
not  prcTent  the  prirateers  of  her  ail^  from  enter- 
ing ner  ports,  as  they  were  not  fitted  out  affainst 
the  Americans,  bat  against  the  Bnglish.  Irthese 
prirateers,  after  going  on  their  cruise,  committed 
aggressions  on  American  ressels,  on  pretence  of 
considering  them  or  their  cargoes  as  Bnglish, 
the  Spanish  GoTeroment  could  neither  foresee 
nor  prevent  it.  The  injuries  were  already  done 
before  It  was  apprized  of  them.  Neither  was  it 
in  the  Spanish  ports  where  the  injury  was  com- 
pleted, but  in  France,  by  the  tribunals  of  cassation, 
10  which  the  Americans  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  French  Consuls  residing  in  the  ports 
of  Spain.  It  was  unquestionablv  in  Frapce  that 
the  oflTence  and  injury  originated,  and  in  France 
were  they  consummated.  How,  then,  can  in* 
demnification  be  claimed  of  Spain  for  such  inju- 
ries, and  not  of  France,  who  was  the  cause  of 
them,  and  the  Power  enabled  to  compel  the  ag« 

Pressors  to  make  due  satisfaction,  as  they  were 
er  subjects,  and  had  given  the  requisite  bonds  in 
her  courts  for  their  good  conduct  in  their  cruises  t 
You  cannot  but  be  sensible,  sir,  that,  accordinff 
to  erery  principle  of  reason  and  justice,  it  would 
evidently  and  unquestionably  be  monstrous  to 
claim  these  indemnifications  of  Spain,  as  the 
Power  existed  then,  and  still  does  exist,  which 
caused  the  injuries  nere  treated  of. 

I  would  go  still  further  to  show  that,  by  no 
established  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  can 
Spain  be  considered  responsible  for  such  indem- 
nifications, not  even  indirectly,  in  case  France 
should  refuse  to  make  them.  I  would  cite,  among 
others,  the  case  in  which  Sir  W.  Scott,  judge  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain, 
decided  that  prizes  made  by  a  belligerent,  and 
carried  into  the  ports  of  a  Power  its  ally,  and 
there  condemned,  are  justly  and  lawfully  con- 
demned, according  to  the  law  of  nations;  and 
that  the  owners  of  the  property  prior  to  its  con- 
demnation have  no  longer  a  claim  to  it  after  con- 
demnation has  taken  place.  From  this  and  other 
decisions,  it  foUdws  that  the  Government  to  whose 
subjects  the  property  condemned  belonged  has  no 
ground  to  bring  forward  complaints  or  claims 
against  the  Government  of  the  country  where 
the  prizes  were  made,  because  the  condemnation 
is  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  sentence 

S renouncing  it  is  valid,  and  the  authority  con- 
(Bmnlng  the  property  legal,  and  proceeded  ac- 
cording to  rule.  This  doctrine  is  well  known 
and  acknowledged  in  the  United  States,  as  also 
the  principle  that,  when  a  nation  has  employed 
its  good  omces,  and  taken  such  means  as  are  in 
its  power  to  procure  satisfkotion  for  the  offence, 
ano  obtain  compensation  for  the  injuries  com- 
mitted on  its  coasts  and  In  its  ports,  on  a  friendly 
or  neutral  nation,  it  is  bound  to  nothing  more, 
although  its  good  offices  and  endeavors  may  not 
have  produced  the  desired  eflfect.  This  principle 
was  applied  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  of  the 
6th  September,  1793,  to  Mr.  George  Hammond. 
It  is  admitted  by  the  best  civilians,  and  agrees 
perfectly  with  the  obligations  of  Spain  towards 


the  United  States  resoltio^  fVom  the  existing 
treatjr  between  the  two  nations.  I  mean,  how- 
ever, in  case  Spain  had  not  been  the  ally  of  France 
at  the  period,  (because,  even  in  that  ease,  the 

Erincipfe  I  have  just  indicated  would  govern,) 
ttt,  beinjr  then  the  ally  of  France  in  the  war 
affainst  Great  Britain,  she  might  certainly  em- 
ploy, among  the  exceptions  exempting  h^r  from 
all  responsibility  in  the  case  here  treated  of,  the 
principle  which  served  as  the  ground  of  Sir  W. 
Scott's  decision  in  the  British  admiralty  court. 
But  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  further  to  illus- 
trate these  legal  objections  of  the  Government  of 
Spain  against  the  claim  of  your  Government  for 
the  aforesaid  injuries,  inasmuch  as  this  capital 
exception  attends  it,  namely,  that  satisfaction  for 
those  injuries  was  already  made  to  the  United 
States  by  France  $  and,  consequently,  this  affair 
is,  and  ought  to  be,  considered  as  settled  and  ter* 
minated.    This  essential  exception  makes  it  su- 
perfiuotts  to  {>rodnee  others,  since  the  obligation 
spoken  of.  which  was  and  could  only  be  but  one, 
is  thereby  evinced  to  h^ve  been  extiuffuished. 
The  French  Government  has  positively  declared 
that,  '^in  the  special  convention  concluded  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States,  this  point 
was  settled ;  and  that  the  said  convention,  by 
which  this  claim  and  demand  of  the  UnitedStates 
for  due  compensation  for  the  losses  and  damages 
now  spoken  of  were  attended  to  and  redeemed, 
was  ratified  in  1802,  together  with  the  treaty  of 
cession  or  sale  of  Louisiana ;"  that  is  to  say,  that 
the  amount  of  the  said  injuries  and  losses  was 
then  estimated  and  compensated  in   the  price 
stipulated  for  Louisiana ;  so  that  full  compensa- 
tion was  then  made  to  the  United  States  for  all 
that  was  estimated  and  agreed  on  between  the 
French  and  American  Governments  as  forming 
the  value  of  the  said  losses  and  injuries.    The 
French  Ambassador  at  Madrid  gave  a  verbal  as- 
surance to  this  effect  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
Minister  of  State,  and  the  Minister, of  Fore ia a 
Affairs  of  France  gave  a  similar  assurance  to  the 
Spanish  Ambassador  at  Paris.  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty also  demanded  a  formal  and  categorical  an- 
swer of  the  French  Government  on  this  point, 
which  formal  declaration  I  here  copy  ;  i(  is  thua 
expressed  in  the  note  transmitted  by  the  Minister 
of  France  to  the  Am'bassador  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty : 

^*  Bourbon  L' Archambault, 
«  8/A  Thermidor,  IfUh  year,  (July  97,  1S04.) 

^  MoNBtBCR  L'Ambabsadbur:  I  have  duly  laid 
before  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  note  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  dated  the  dith 
July,  relative  to  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  between  the  Court  of  Spain  and  the  Gov- 
ernment iof  the  United  States.  I  shall  not  fail 
immediately  to  submit  to  him  the  more  ample 
explanations  which  your  excellency  announces 
your  intentions  of  making  to  me,  both  verbally 
and  in  writing,  on  this  dispute,  which  seems  to 
threaten  thegoofl  understanding  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  your  Court.  Although  I 
might  yet  defer  giving  my  opinion  to  your  excel- 
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lency,  in  conseqat nee  of  your  intenttoD  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  explanatorf  statements  which 
yoa  announce,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  inform  yon 
by  anticipation  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  cannot 
hut  be  extremely  sensible  to  the  uncertain  and 
uneasy  position  in  which  two  Powers  in  amity 
with  France  are  placed  hj  this  misunderstanding, 
and  that  he  will  certainly  do  whatever  may  de-» 
pend  on  him  to  prevent  its  coming  to  an  unfor- 
tunate issue. 

<'  It  is  several  months  since  t  was  informed  by 
the  Cbarg6  d'Aff&ires  near  the  Federal  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  i)reten8ion8  of  that  Government  rela* 
tive  to  a  portion  of  country  bordering  on  Florida, 
which  has  become  a  great  object  of  ambition  to 
the  Americans,  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  their  revenue  system ;  and  it  seemed  to  me, 
from  this  information,  that  it  was  important  that 
the  Federal  Qovernment  should  use  all  the  means 
in  its  power  to  obtain  the  annexation  of  this 
frontier  portion  of  Florida  to  Louisiana ;  but  the 
opinion  due  to  the  justice  and  moderation  which 
distinguish  the  personal  character  of  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  has  net,  nor  does  it  yet 
permit  me  to  think  that  menaces,  provocation, 
and  groundless  hostilitv  may  be  considered  by 
him  as  the  most  suitable  means  to  enable  the 
United  States  to  acquire  a  portion  of  territory 
belonging  to  a  foreign  Power  which  suits  their 
convenience. 

"  Respecting  the  second  point  in  dispute,  which 
your  excellency  does  me  the  honor  to  speak  of  in 
vour  note,  I  must  say  that  I. had  previously  no 
knowledge  of  it.  And,  indeed,  if  I  had  been  in* 
formed  that  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Ministers 
had  carried  their  condescension  for  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  ao  far  as  to  engage 
themselves  towards  it  for  indemnifying  vioui* 
tions  pretended  to  have  been  committee!  byFranpe, 
I  should  certainly  have  received  orders  from  my 
Government  to  express  the  dissatisfaction  whicn 
France  must  feel  on  the  occasion  of  so  unseemly 
a  deference ;  and  this  dissatisfaction  would  have 
been  expressed  still  more  warmly  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Sutes  than  to  that  of  Spain. 
There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Court 
of  Spain,  by  thus  yielding  to  an  improper  de- 
mand, has  emboldened  the  American  Govern- 
ment, and  determined  it  to  become  pressing,  and 
even  menacing  on  this  occasion.  As  for  the  rest, 
explanations  formerly  given  to  your  Court  on 
this  point,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been  au- 
thorized to  be  given  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Charg6  d'Affaires  of  His 
Imperial  Majesty,  must  enable  you  to  judge  of 
the  opinion  formed  by  His  Majesty  on  this  ques- 
tion, which,  having  already  been  the  subject  of 
a  long  n^otiation,  and  of  a  formal  convention 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  cannot 
again  become  a  subject  of  discussion. 

"  Such»  Monsieur  PAmbassadeur,  are  the  re- 
marks that  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  in  the 
first  instance,  in  answer  to  the  preliminary  note 
of  your  excellency.  In  addition,  I  must  observe 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  demonstrations  which 
appear  to  me  to  have  given  your  Government  the 


uneasiness  it  has  charged  you  to  express  ar« 
somewhat  exaggerated,  either  from  the  impres- 
sion they  have  produced  at  Madrid,  or  from  the 
construction,  possibly  too  extensive,  which  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  to  His  Catholic 
Majesty  may  have,  perhaps,  given  to  his  instrue* 
tions.    There  is  no  room  to  suppose  that  a  Gov- 
vernment,  anxious  as  that  of  the  United  States  is 
to  establish  a  general  opinion  of  its  wisdom  and 
moderation,  would  resolve  on  engaging  in  an  un- 
just war  through  motives  of  ambition;  but  as 
the  United  States  attach  great  importance  to  the 
acquisition  of  a  part  of  Florida  suited  to  their 
convenience,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  they 
will  make  every  effort  to  obtain  it.    The  ground 
of  this  dispute,  therefore,  rests  entirely  on  thta 
point.    Perhaps  the  Federal  Gbverament  may 
nave  thought  that  it  would  tend  to  promote  a  ne» 
gotiation  lor  exchange,  by  exciting  a  diplomatic 
quarrel.    The  wisdom  or  His  Catholic  Majesty 
will  certainly  suggest  to  him  what  is  proper  to 
be  done  on  this  occasion,  with  a  view  to  termi- 
nate a  dispute  which.  I  have  no  doubt,  will  incet- 
santly  be  revived,  so  long  as  no  change  shall  take 
place  in  the  actual  relative  position  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Floridas;  but  on  this  point  it  is  for  the 
wisdom  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  decide*    The 
United  States  are  not  founded  in  making  any 
claim  on  His  Majesty.    A  positive  declaration 
was  made  to  them  that  Louisiana  was  delivered 
to  them  such,  and  with  the  same  extent  it  had 
when  acquired  by  France;  and  this  declaration 
will  again  be  made  to  them  as  often  and  as  posi- 
tively as  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  desire  it. 
.  **  I  request  your  excellency  to  receive  the  assu- 
rances of  my  highest  consideration. 

»•  CH  A.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
^*  To  Admiral  Travina, 
^  Ambas$ador  of  Hit  Catholic  MajeBiy?^ 

You  see,  sir,  that  this  declaration  of  the  French 
Government  is  conclusive,  and  that  the  responsi- 
bility for  losses  and  injuries  caused  by  French 
cruisers  and  tribunals  on  the  coasts  and  in  the 
ports  of  Spain  is  removed  from  the  period  of  that 
agreement ;  and  that  to  reniewa  claim  for  what 
has  been  already  paid  and  satisfied  wbuld  be  ex- 
acting double  reparation  for  one  and  the  same 
injury,  and  double  payment  for  one  and  the  same 
debt.  Notwithstanding,  if  the  United  States  have 
still  a  claim  for  the  complete  fulfilment  of  this 
satisfaction  and  payment,  His  Catholic  Majesty 
is  ready  to  unite  bis  good  offices  and  earnest  re- 
quests to  this  claim  of  your  Government  on  that 
of  France,  in  order  that  she  may  perform,  and 
cause  to  be  performed,  whatever  may  be  justly 
required  in  behalf  of  American  citizens  who  have 
sustained  losses  and  injuries  by  her  cruisers  and 
tribunals.  To  this  the  obligation  of  Spain,  in  the 
present  case,  is  reduced;  and  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's Government  offers  immediately  to  sustain 
all  the  just  pretensions  which  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  may  be  desirous  to  form 
against  the  Government  of  France  on  this  point, 
or  to  demand  of  it  alt  such  explanations  as  may 
be  judged  necessary  to  clear  up  ail  doubts,  if  any 
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are  yet  entertained  by  the  United  States,  on  this 
matter. 

This  point,  then,  being  separated  from  those 
connected  with  the  question  of  claims  for  injo* 
ties,  losses,  and  damages,  because  that  is  already 
settled  between  France  and  the  United  States,  or 
is  to  be  settled  with  France  directly,  if  anything 
still  remains  to  bo  performed,  we  can  agree  upon 
a  just  and  suitable  mode  of  determining  a  recip- 
rocal satisfaction  for  the  injuries,  losses,  and  dam- 
ages, before  spoken  of,  and  included  in  the  three 
f joints  of  the  first  class^is  enumerated  in  this  note, 
n  order  that  we  may  proceed  more  cleanly  and 
methodically.  These  three  points,  as  I  hare  be- 
fore said,  will  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  and 
decision  of  the  joint  commission,  in  virtue  of  the 
convention  to 'be  formed  on  the  basis  of  that  of 
1803,  simplifying  and  rectifying  it  in  such  man- 
ner as  will  insure  its  most  eipeditiooe  and  faith- 
ful execution. 

In  this  note,  and  the  two  others  which  I  have 
already  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  are 
contained  all  the  points  in  dispute  between  the 
Government  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  that 
of  the  United  States;  and.  to  avoid  confounding 
them  with  each  other,  I  have  treated  them  in 
their  regular  order,  with  precision,  simplicity, 
and  clearness.  You  can  examine  each  of  them, 
sir,  with  tl^e  impartiality  and  rectitude  which 
distinguish  your  character ;  and  I  flatter  m^- 
s61f'that  ail  Uie  motives  and  grounds  of  the  con- 
troversy will  be  completely  removed  by  your 
discernment  and  wisdom,  as  you  will  not  fail  to 
acknowledge  the  irresistible  force  of  what  has 
been,  and  is  now,  demonstrated  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Spain. 

When  the  different  points  treated  of  in  each  of 
these  notes  with  the  necessary  discrimination  are 
considered,  and  a  decision  formed  on  each  of  them, 
it  is  requisite  that  We  should  definitively  settle 
and  terminate  the  controversy,  without  leaving 
any  room  for  dispute  in  future. 

This  general  and  definitive  arrangement  of  all 
the  points  in  dispute  must,  by  its  nature  and 
circumstances,  precede  the  negotiation  fqr  the 
exchange. or  cession  of  the  Floridas,  since,  until 
it  be  determined  and  settled  what  are  the  territo* 
ties  on  the  frontier  which  belong  to  Spain,  and 
what  are  those  which  belong  to  the  United  Stat\?s, 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate  th^  equivalent  to  be 
given  to  Spain' for  the  two  Floridas.    Neverthe- 
liess.  as  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  United  States 
in  everything  that  may  be  compatible  with  the 
rights  and  honor  of  his  Royal  Crown,  you  may, 
sir,  devise  and  propose  a  mode  by  which  we  may 
at  one  and  the  same  time  adjust  all  the  points  of 
the  controversy,  ^nd  stipulate  the  exchange  or 
cession  of  the  Floridas,  in  case  your  Govern- 
ment should  nut  agree  to  our  prevtoqsly  settling 
the  points  connected  with  the  question  of  boun- 
daries, and  establishing  a  convention,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  basis  of  that  of  1802,  for  the  mutual 
compensation  of  losses  and  injuries,  according  to 
the  order  t  have  adopted  in  my  note.  ' 
I  expect,  therefbre,  your  answer,  sir,  whether 


it  be  confined  distinetlv  to  the  subject  of  each 
one  of  my  notes,  accoraine  to  their  respective 
order,  or  to  propose  a  mode  embracing  all  the 
points  eomphehended  in  them,  by  which  we  may 
nave  them  collectively  settled  in  the  negotiation 
which  Is  to  be  entered  upon  for  the  exenange  or 
cession  of  the  Floridas,  In  this  proceeding  yoa 
will  perceive,  sir.  a  certain  proof  of  the  franxness 
and  good  faith  or  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
of  the  sincere  and  friendly  sentiments  entertained 
by  the  Kfnff,  my  master,  for  the  United  States. 

I  conclude  with  the  renewed  assurances  of 
my  respects,  and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you 
many  years. 

LITIS  D£  OmS. 


The  $ame  io  ike  mtme, 

WkBBivoTov,  January  8, 1818. 
Sir:  In  the  National  Inteiliffencer  of  the  6th 
of  this  month,  I  have  seen  published  the  official 
notice  of  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States.  I  had  already  anti- 
cipated this  unpleasant  event,  by  the  note  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  6th  of  last 
month,  in  which  I  remonstrated,  in  the  naiAe  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  against  the  measures  an- 
nounced in  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress  which  manifested  an 
intention  to  invade  and  forcibly  seize  on  places 
and  territories  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
Having  received  no  answer  to  that  note,  I  now 
feel  myself  obliged  to  repeat  its  contents  to  you, 
and  to  protest,  as  I  now  do  strongly  protest,  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  against  the 
occupation  of  Amelia  istand,  effected  by  the  na- 
val and  military  forces  of  this  Republic,  destined 
to  operate  against  that  island,  forming  a  part  of 
East  Florida,  one  of  the  possessions  of  the  Span- 
ish monarchy  on  this  continent. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  on 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  founded  their  adoption  of  this  measure,  it 
cannot  but  be  considered  by  all  nations  as  a  vio- 
lent invasion  of  the  dominions  of  Spain  at  the 
time  of  a  profound  peace,  when  His  Catholic 
Majesty  omits  nothing  to  five  the  most  generous 
proofs'  of  bis  perfect  IVienasbtp  and  high  cpnsid- 
eration  for  the  United  States.  * 

I  therefore  trust  that,  upon  your  communica- 
ting this  solemn  reclamation  and  protest  to  the 
President,  he  will  be  pleased  to  direct  that  suit- 
able orders  be.^ven  to  the  American  command- 
ers at  Amelia  Island,  and  on  that  station,  forth- 
with to  restore  the  said  island^  together  with  all 
its  dependencies,  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  to 
defiver  up  the  same  to  the  Spanish  commandant, 
and  bflScers  presenting  themselves  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  name  of  their  Sovereign. 

tt  is  also  my  duty  to  represent  to  you,  sir,  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  invasion  and  occupation  of 
that  island  by  the  American  troops,  there  was, 
and  t  believe  still  is,  a  considerable  property  be- 
longing to  Spanish  subjects,  which,  in  all  cases, 
it  is  required  by  strict  justice  should  be  delivered 
to  the  owners,  which,  I  doubt  not,  has  already 
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been,  or  will  be  done,  in  a  due  and  proper  man- 
ner, care  being  taken  in  the  mean  time  that  it  be 
not  removed  or  suffer  injury. 

I  await  your  reply  to  this  reclamation  and 
protest,  that  I  maj  be  enabled  to  give  seasonable 
intelligence  and  instructions  to  the  Gk>yernor  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  to  the  Captain  General  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba.  proTided  the  President,  as  I  flat- 
ter myself,  will  resolTC  on  the  prompt  restitution 
and  delivery  of  Amelia  and  its  dependencies  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qovernment. 

I  cannot  by  any  means  doubt  that  this  will  be 
effected,  eonnding,  as  I  do,  in  the  high  rectitude 
of  the  President,  and  in  the  inTiolable  princijples 
of  public  faith,  on  which  the  security  of  nations 
reposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  assurances  of 
my  respects,  and  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you  many 
years.  LUIS  DK  ONIS. 


Tke  Seer^my  ofSMe  to  Dan  huu  Dt 

Washingtoii,  Janaary  16, 1818. 

Sia:  Tour  letters  of  29th  December,  and  of 
5th  and  8th  of  the  present  month,  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

He  has  seen^  not  without  surprise  and  regret, 
thai  they  consist  almost  entirely  of  renewed  dis- 
cussions upon  the  several  points  of  difference 
which  have  so  long  subsisted  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain — discussions  which  had  been 
exhausted  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid  and  vonr  QoYernment  in  the  years  1802 
and  1803,  ana  more  especially  in  that  between 
Don  Pedro  Ceyallos  and  the  special  extraor- 
dinafy  mission  of  the  United  States  to  your 
Coiart  in  1805— a  mission  instituted  by  the 
Aoaercan  Government,  under  the  influence  of 
the  most  earnest  desire  to  terminate  amicably, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  the  parties,  all 
those  diflerences,  but  which,  after  five  months  of 
negotiation  at  Aranjuez,  issued  in  the  refusal  qf 
Spain  to  giye  satistaction  to  the  United  States 
upon  any  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint  which 
were  to  be  adjusted,  or  even  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  boundaries  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Spanish  provinces  bordering  upon 
them.  The  President  considers  that  it  would  be 
an  unprofitable  waste  of  time  to  enter  again  at 
large  upon  topics  of  controversy  which  were  at 
that  time  so  thoroughly  debated,  and  upon  which 
he  perceives  nothing  in  your  notes  which  was 
not  then  substantiafly  urged  by  Don  Pedro  Ce- 
Tallos,  and  to  which  every  reply  essential  to  elu- 
cidate the  riffhts,and  establish  the  pretensions 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  was  then  given. 
For  proof  of  which,  I  beg  leave  merely  to  refer 
you  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  of  28th  January,  26th  Feb- 
rnary,  8th  and  16th  March,  9th  and  20th  April, 
and  12Lh  May,  1805.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
President  to  propose  to  you  an  adjustment  of  all 
the  differences  wtween  the  two  countries,  by  an 
arrangePifDt  on  the  following  terms : 


1.  Spain  to  cede  all  her  claims  to  territory 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi. 

2.  The  Colorado,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source, 
and  from  thence  to  the  northern  limits  of  Louis* 
iana,  to  be  the  western  boundary;  or,  to  leave 
that  boundarjT  unsettled  for  future  arrangement. 

3.  The  claims  of  indemnities  for  spoliations, 
whether  Spanish,  or  French  within  Spanish 
jurisdiction,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  depos- 
ite  at  New  Orleans,  to  be  arbitrated  and  settled 
by  commissioners,  in  the  manner  agreed  upon 
in  the  unratified  convention  of  1802. 

4.  The  lands  in  East  Florida,  and  in  West 
Florida,  to  the  Perdido,  to  be  made  answerable 
for  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  which  may  be 
awarded  by  the  Commissioners  under  this  arbi- 
tration ;  with  an  option  to  the  United  States  to 
take  lands  and  pay  the  debts,  or  to  sell  the  lands 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  distributing  tJie 
amount  received  equally)  according  to  the  amount 
of  their  respee|ive  liquidated  claims,  among  the 
claimants.  No  grants  of  land  subsequent  to  the 
11th  of  August,  1802,  to  be  valid. 

5.  Spain  to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment 
of  the  debts,  or  any  part  of  them. 

These  proposals  do  not  materially  differ  from 
those  made  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  on  the  12th  of 
May,  1805.  The  President  has  seen  nothing  in  any 
events  which  have  since  occurred,  nor  in  the  con- 
tents of  your  notes,  which  can  afford  a  reason  or 
a  motive  for  departing  from  them.    Of  the  mo- 
tives for  coming  to'an  immediate  arrangement,  the 
urgency  cannot  escape  your  attention.  The  events 
which  have  recently  occurred  in  a  part  of  the 
territory  which  yoa  have  informed  me  the  Bang 
of  Spain  is  willing  to  cede  to  the  United  States, 
those  which  are  notoriously  impending  over  the 
remaining  part  of  that  territory  yet  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Spain,  make  it  indispensably  necessary 
that  the  ultimate  determination  of  your  GK>vern- 
ment  in  this  negotiation  should  be  acted  on  with- 
out delay.    The  explanations  requested  by  your 
notes  of  the  6ch  December  and  8ih  January^  of 
the  motives  of  this  Qovernment  in  the  occupation 
of  Amelia  Island,  have  been  given  in  the  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress  of  the  13th  instand 
and  cannot  fail  of  being  satisfactory  to  your  Gov- 
ernment.   You  see  it  there  distinctly  and  expli- 
citly declared  that  the  measures  vwhich  this  Qov* 
ernment  found  itself  under  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing in  relation  to  that  island  were  taken  not  wiib 
a  view  to  conquest  from  Spain.    You  well  know 
that,  if  Spain  could  have  kept,  or  recovered  the 
possession  of  it  from  the  trifling  force  by  which 
it   was  occupied,  the   American  Government 
would  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  the 
measure  which  was  taken,  and  which  was  dic- 
tated bv  the  duty  of  protecting  the  interests  as 
well  01  this  country  as  of  those  with  whom  we 
are  in  friendly  commercial  relations,  including 
Spain  herself.    But  Spain  cannot  expect  that 
the  United  States  should  employ  their  forces  for 
the  defence  of  her  territories,  or  to  rescue  them, 
for  her  exclusive  advantage,  from  the  adventurers 
who  are  projecting  and  in  the  act  of  executing 
expeditions  against  them  from  territories  without 
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the  jurisdictioQ  of  the  United  States.  Neither 
ctn  the  United  States  permit  that  the  adjoining 
territories  of  Spain  should  be  misused  by  others 
forpurposes  of  annoyance  to  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  is 
persuaded  that  you  will  perceive  the  necessity 
either  of  accepting  the  proposals  herein  contained 
as  the  basis  of  an  adjustment  of  the  long-standing 
differences  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
or  of  offering  such  as  can,  by  any  possibility,  be 
acceptable  to  this  Qovernment,  without  reverting 
to  a  course  of  proceeding  the  only  result  of  which 
must  be  further  procrastination. 

I  pray  you.  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 

Its  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


very 


The  CheottUtr  Dm  Luis  de  Oni$  to  the  Sttretary  of 

StaU. 

Wasbington,  January  24, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I6th  of 
this  month,  by  which  1  see,  with  great  regret, 
that,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  those  I  haa 
the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  29th  of  last 
month,  and  the  5th  and  8th  of  the  present,  yoxk 
omit  to  answer  them,  and  decline  taking  mto 
consideration  the  indisputable  facts  and  grounds, 
and  the  irresistible  arguments  advanced  m  them, 
in  relation  to  each  of  the  points  embraced  by  the 
dispute  set  on  foot  by  the  Qovernment  oi  the 
United  States.  You  say  it  ia  useless  again  to 
discuss  the  facts,  reasons,  and  arguments  pro- 
duced by  the  Spanish  Qovernment  in  the  years 
1802  and  1803,  and  in  1805,  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries, and  the  special  extraordinary  mission 
conjointly  with  them,  having  then  replied  to  the 
different  points  of  the  notes  of  the  Sjumish  Min- 
istry in  a  manner  capable  pf  elucidating  the  re- 
spective rijg;hts  of  each  of  the  two  Powers,  and 
establishing  the  pretensions  of  the  Government 
of  the  United^  States ;  for  proof  of  which  you  re- 
fer me  to  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinck- 
ney  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister,  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  of  the  28th  or  January,  26th  of 
February,  8th  and  16th  of  March,  9ih  and  20th 
of  April,  and  12th  of  May,  1805. 

I  tnink  it  proper  to  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
that  although  t&e  facts,  grounds,  and  arguments 
then  produced  \yf  the  Spanish  Qovernment  do 
not  differ  essentially  from  tli'ose  stated  in  my 
notes,  their  irresistible  and  conclusive  force  is 
neither  altered  nor  in  any  manner  impaired. 
Truth  is  of  all  times ;  and  reason  and  justice  are 
founded  on  immutable  principles.  It  is  on  these 
principles  that  the  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
are  founded  to  the  territories  eastward  and  west- 
ward of  Louisiana^  claimed  by  your  Qovernment 
as  making  part  of  that  province — rights  of  im- 
memorialproperty  and  possession,  never  disputed, 
but  always  notorious,  and  acknowledged  by  other 
nations. 

In  the  second  place,  I  mustremark  to  you  that, 
throughout  the  whole  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject between  the  Ministry  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  there  is  not  a 


single  fact,  or  a  single  argument,  that  can  affect 
the  certainty  or  decisive  force  of  the  facts,  grounds, 
and  reasons  which  support  and  determine  the 
aforesaid  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Spain.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  single  incident  to  give 
the  smallest  support  to  the  pretensions  of  yoor 
Qovernment. .  AH  the  vague  positions  on  which 
It  has  been  attempted  to  found  them  have  been 
refuted  and  dissipated  by  the  Spanish  Qovern- 
ment, by  a  demonstration  so  luminous  and  con- 
vincinj}  as  to  leave  no  alternative  to  reason  to 
resist  it. 

To  lay  all  this  aside,  and  merely  to  say  "  that 
it  is  a  matter  already  thoroughly  debated,  on 
which  nothing  further  essential 'can  be  urged,  and 
that  the  American  Qovernment  insists  on  main- 
taining a  contrary  opinion,"  is  to  adopt  an  arbi- 
trary course,  because,  this  opinion  not  oeing  sup« 
ported  by  any  solid  foundation,  and  being,  as  it 
IS,  diametrically  opposite  to  the  unquestionable 
result  of  facta,  and  to  the  moat  incontestable  prin- 
ciples and  arguments,  does  not,  nor  can  it,  give 
to  the  United  States  any  right  to  the  pretensions 
they  have  formed.  Neither  can  it  be  r,equired 
that  the  Government  of  Spain  should  subscribe 
to  this  opinion,  and  renounce  its  rights  to  the  ter- 
ritory which  the  United  States  wish  to  possess  in 
the  Spanish  provinces  bordering  on  those  States, 
since  that  opinion,  as  I  have  already  said  [is  alto- 
gether groundless  and  arbitrary,  and  since,  on 
those  rtffhts,  there  neither  does  nor  can  there  fall 
any  doubt. 

It  b  the  sincere  wish  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
that  a  just  mode  of  amicably  settling  all  pending 
differences  may  be  adopted,  and  he  has  authorized 
me  for  this  purpose ;  but  neither  the  powers  he 
has  conferred  on  me^  nor  my  own  sense  of  duty, 
permit  me  to  enter  into  an.arranffement  which 
IS  not  based  upon  the  principles  of  common  jus- 
tice, combined  in  good  faith  with  the  suitable 
considerations  of  reciprocal  utility  or  conveni- 
ence. Being  anxiously  desirous  of  carrying  the 
wishes  and  frank  dispositions  of  my  Sovereign 
into  execution,  I  suggested  to  you,  in  our  last  ver- 
bal conference,  the  expediency  of  your  making  to 
me  such  proposals  as  you  might  think  fit  to  recon- 
cile the  rights  and  interests  of  both  Powers,  by  a 
definitive  arrangement  of  the  differences  pending 
between  them.  Since  you  communicated  the 
present  state  of  things  to  the  President,  you  have 
proposed  to  me  in  your  note  a  plan  of^arrange- 
ment  or  adjustment  embracing  the  question  of 
boundaries,  and  that  of  indemnities,  which  is  as 
follows: 

To  settle  the  former,  you  propose  "  that  Spain 
shall  cede  all  her  claims  to  territory  eastward  of 
the  Mississippii  (that  is  to  say,  the  two  Flori- 
das|)  and  that  the  Colorado,  »om  its  mouth  to 
its  source,  and  from  thence  to  the  northern  limits 
of  Louisiana,  shall  be  the  western  boundary  of 
that  province.'^ 

I  have  expressed  in  one  proposal  what  you  have 
stated  in  two,  as  both  are  reduced  to  the  cession 
of  territory  by  Spain.  It  is  not  only  proposed 
that  Spain  shall  cede  both  Floridas  to  the  United 
States,  but  that  she  shall  likewise  cede  to  them 
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the  yatt  exteot  of  Sptnifth  tenitory  compreheiid- 
ed  within  the  line  following  the  whole  course  of 
the  Colorado.  I  presume  that  it  is  tberirer  Col- 
orado of  Natehitoehes  you  speak  of,  aad  not  of 
another  beario^  the  same  name,  and  which  is 
still  farther  within  the  limits  of  the  Spanish 
proTinces.  I  leaYC  ir  to  you,  sir,  to  examine  the 
import  of  these  two  proposals,  and  to  see  whether 
they  are  compatible  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, or  with  those  of  reciprocal  utility  or  couve*' 
nience.  It  is  demanded  of  Spain  to  cede  pro7- 
inces  and  territories  of  the  highest  importance, 
not  only  to  the  eastward,  but  to  the  westward 
of  Louisiana,  and  that  without  proposing  any 
equivalent  or  compensation. 

To  settle  theqdestion  of  indemnities,  you  make 
the  following  projiosals: 

1.  That  indemnity  for  spoliations  on  American 
citizens,  committed  by  Spaniards  or  French  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  as  well  as  for  inju- 
ries sustained  by  American  citizens  by  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  shall  be 
settled  by  a  joint  commission,  as  agreed  upon  ^n 
the  convention>of  1802. 

2.  The  lands  in  East  Florida,  and  in  West 
Florida  to  the  Perdido,  to  be  made  answerable  to 
the  United  States  for  the  amount  of  the  indem- 
nilies  which  may  appear  to  be  due  by  Spain  to 
American  citizens  on  the  settlement  to  be  made 
by  commissioners  appointed  according  to  the  con- 
vention of  1802;  it  beinff  at  the  option  of  the 
United  States  to  take  the  lands  and  pay  the 
amount  of  the  indemnities  according  to  the  award 
on  the  claims,  or  to  sell  the  lands,  and  effect  the 
payment  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  To  this 
proposal  you  add,  that  all  grants  of  land  subse- 
quent to  the  11th  of  August,  1802,  are  to  be  null 
and  void. 

3.  That  Spain  shall  be  exonerated  from  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  or  any  part  of  them. 

fie/ore  I  reply  to  thefte  three  proposals,  I  must 
repeat  the  uniform  declaration  or  the  Spanish 
Gorernment  to  the  United  States,  that  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  is,  and  always  has  been,  ready  to 
settle  the  question  of  indemnities,  with  a  view  to 
the  full  t<atis&ctioa  of  the  just  claims  of  the  par- 
ties'interesied }  and  that  His  Majesty  has  always 
manifested  the  same  sincere  desire  to  settle  defin- 
itively the  question  of  boundaries  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  Powers;  aad  that,  if  neither  of  these 
objects  has  been  accomplished,  it  has  not  de- 
pended upon  the  QoYernment  of  Spain.    The 
contrary  is  evident,  bevond  the  possibility  of  de- 
nial, from  the  offiicial  correspondence  between 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister  of  State,  and 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  American  Qovern- 
aaent,  who  suspended  and  broke  off  the  negotia- 
tion at  Aranjuez,  after  having  obstinately  refused 
to  accept  the  modifications  founded  on  strict  jus- 
tice which  were  proposed  by  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  now  proceed  to  state  the  most  obvious  and 
essential  difficulties  which  render  your  three  pro- 
posals for  the  settlement  of  indemnities  inadmis- 
aible.  I  observe  that,  in  speaking  of  them,  you 
only  mention  the  indemnity  for  spoliationa  suf- 


fered bv  American  citis^ns,  and  omit  that  which 
is  equally  due  to  Spaniards  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  them  by  the  citizens  and  authorities  of 
this  Republic,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  existing  treaty*  I  also  observe  that  you 
not  only  omit  this  indispensable  basis  of  recipro- 
city and  common  justice,  but  prooose  the  imme- 
diate cession  of  both  the  Florioaa  which  two 
Spanish  provinces  are  to  be  retained  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  an  indemnity  or  payment  of  what 
may  appear  to  be  due  by  Spain  to  American  cit«. 
izens,  acqording  to  the  arbitration  of  the  joint- 
commission* 

You  cannot  fail  to  admit,  sir,  that  this  proposal,- 
independent  of  its  injustice,  is  offensive  to  thr 
dignity  and  honor  of  His  Cfatholic  Majesty*  U 
is  unjust,  because  it  demands  an  indemnity  of 
anticipated  payment  of  claims  yet  to  be  proved 
and  liquidated,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  pro- 
vides for  no  correspondent  indemnity  or  Jiayment 
of  what  may  be  due  by  the  United  Stale?  tp 
Spanish 'subjects.  It  is  offensive  to  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  Spain,  because,  by  the  very  fact  of 
demanding  this  anticipation,  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  integrity  and  punctuality  in  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  Qpvernment  is  manifested,  whereas  a 
single  instance  does  not  eziat  of  Spain  baring 
failed  in  fulfilling  her  engagements;  the  most 
scrupulous  exactness,  good  nith,  and  strict  obser- 
vance of  the  point  of  honor,  having  at  all  timea 
invariably  formed  the  distinguishing  traits  Df  her 
character.  It  therefore  becomes  unnecessary  to 
point  out  to  you  the  enormous  disproportion  be- 
tween the  value  of  the  two  Floridas,  and  that  of 
the  probable  amount  of  ,the  claims  of  American 
citizens  on  the  Qovernnient  of  l^in,  after  they 
are  ascertained  and  liquidated^  This  dispropor* 
tton  will  be  still  more  eaormoue  when  you  con- 
sider that,  in  the  first  of  the  three  proposals,  to 
which  I  am  now  replying,  is  included  the  indem- 
nity for  spoliations  on  citizens  of  this  Republic 
by  French  cruisers  and  consuls  on  the  coasu  and 
in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and  by  the  tribiinals  of  cas- 
sation in  France,  confirming  the  cond(Bmnation  of 
American  prizes. 

It  has  been  proved  to  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion that  Spain  neither  is  nor  can  be  responsible 
in  any  way  for  this  indemnity.  It  is  France 
which  must  be  responsible^  if  she  has  not  already 
satisfied  the  claim,  as  her  Qovernment  asaurea 
she  has  done. 

Nor  can  I  omit  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the 
pretension  of  annulling  the  grants  of  lands  in  Flo- 
rida since  AujEust,  1802,  would  be  in  opposilion.to 
all  the  principles  of  justice.  These  granUi  are 
made  in  a  lawDil  manner,  and  by  a  lawful  author- 
ity. Spain  was  the  owner  and  peaceful  possessor 
of  those  lands.  She  had  then  an  indisputable  right 
to  make  the  grants  you  allude  to,  as  she  now  has 
to  the  property  of  the  territorv  afterwards  forcibly 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States,  siiM^e  a 
violent  dispossession  never  deprives  an  individ- 
ual or  nation  of  their  lawful  rights.  I  proceed 
to  your  last  proposal,  which  is,  that  on  the  ad- 
mission of  thoae  precedingi  Spain  shall  be  ex- 
onerated from  all  obligation  to  pay  the  debts  pr 
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clftims  which  may  be  dtt«  to  Americttti  citizens 
00  their  settlement  and  liquidation  by  the  joint 
commission.  I  eoneefre  this  to  be  the  import  of 
the  expressions,  stating  that  "Spain  shall  be  ex* 
onerated  from  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  any 
part  of  them."  This  proposition  is  a  corollary 
of  the  two  preceding  it,  since,  if  Spain  should 
cede  the  two  f^oridas  to  the  United  States  as  an 
indemnity  or  compensation  for  the  losses  and  in^ 
juries  done  to  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  she 
wotild  necessariljr  be  exonerated  from  this  reepon- 
aibility,  the  cession  being,  in  such  case,  equiva- 
lent to  a  final  discharge  of  the  claims  referred  to. 
'I  go  farther.  Supposing  your  last  two  proposals 
for  the  definitife  adjustment  of  the  question  of 
itidemnities  to  be  admitted  and  car/ied  into  effect, 
the  one  preceding,  namely,  that  which  refers  this 
business  to  the  award  of  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  both  Gbvernments,  aereeably  to  the 
conrention  of  180S|  would  be  useless  and  contra- 
dictory. As  none  of  the  proposals  ofl[ered  by 
y(m  provide  any  indemnity  for  the  losses  and  in- 
juries caused  to  Spaniards,  nor  even  make  any 
mention  of  them ;  and  as  by'  the  two  last  pro- 
posals, if  admitted,  the  lokses  and  injuries  sus- 
tained by  American  citizens  would  be  indemni- 
fied and  compensated,  according  to  the  wishes  of 
jrour  QoTerament,  add  Spain  would  consequently 
ne  exonerated  from  all  responsibility  on  this  head, 
it  is  clear  that  the  business  would  then  be  settled 
and  cancelled,  and  there  would  be  no  necessity 
forrecurring  to  arbitration. 

Finally,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
gl^it  concern  at  not  being  able  in  any  degree  to 
reeoneiie  the  i>ro(>osals  you  hare  made  me  b^  or- 
der of  the  President  with  the  inviolable  principles 
of  common  justice  j  and  ^n  perceiving  that  on 
the  part  of  tne  United  States  no  basis  is  present- 
ed of  a  due  reciprocity  for  the  adjusttnent  of  the 
differences  pendit^g^  the  said  proposals  beiag  alto- 
gether inadmissible. 

I  repeat  to  you,  sir,  that  the  King,  my  master, 
being  desirous  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  United 
fikates,  in  respect  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas, 
although  it  is  well  known  how  highly  important 
those  two  provinces  are  to  cover  and  secure  the 

Smsessions  of  Spain  in  that  part  of  America, 
is  Majesty  is  ready  to  cede  them,  provided  he 
lA  compensated  by  an  equivalent  in  territory  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  bordering  on 
the  Spanisb  possessions  \  and  it  is  under  this  idea 
that  the  powers  and  instructions  I  have  from  my 
Qovernment  are  conceived.  But  you  cannot  fail 
to  admit  that  the  ptmn  of  adjustment  proposed 
involves  exorbitant  and  enormous  sacrifices  to  the 
prejudice  of  Spain,  since,  without  offering  any 
equivalent  or  compensation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  StateS}  it  requires  not  only  the  cession  of 
both  the  Floridas,  but  also  that  -of  immense  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  tbe  Spanish  mooarchy  west- 
ward of  Louisiana ;  and  that,  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  reciprocal  indemnities,  it  only  compre- 
hends those  respecting  American  citizens,  omit- 
ting those  due  to  the  Crown  and  subjecu  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  This  plan  of  adjustment 
would  amount  to  the  following  one:  **  GKve  me 


all  i  wish  to  ask,  and  give  up  all  you  may  justly 
claim  or  show  is  yours."  I  am,  however,  per- 
fectly persuaded  that  this  neither  is  nor  can  be 
your  intention,  o^  that  of  your  (Government  \  and 
that,  in  making  these  proposals  for  an  adjustment, 
your  only  object  was  to  afford  me  an  opportunity 
to  taiake  such  as  yod  might  consider -just  and 
admissible. 

I  shall,  therefore,  point  out  to  you  such  as  I  con- 
ceive to  be  foundeu  m  justice  and  reciprocal  con- 
venience, and  therefore  cannot  fail  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States. 

1.  ^Tfae  dividing  line  between  Louisiana  and 
the  Spanish  possessions  to  be  established  in  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Mississippi,  either  that  of 
La  F^urche,  or  of  the  Atchafalaya,  following  the 
course  of  that  river  to  its  source.  Spain  to  cede 
the  twd  Floridas  to  the  United  States  in  full  and 
complete  sovereignty." 

In  case  thisproposat  should  not  appear  admis- 
sible to  your  Grovernment,  tbe  following  may  be 
substituted:  <*The  tOi  poutdetiM,  or  state  of  pos- 
session in  1763,  to  form  the  bltsis,  and  the  western 
line  of  division  to  be  established  from  the  sea,  at 
a  point  between  the  rivers  Caroasa  and  theMer- 
mento,  or  Mermelitao,  running  thence  by  Arroyo* 
Hondo,  lilt  it  crossed  the  Colorado  of  Natchito- 
ches, between  that  post  and  Adaes,  thence  north- 
ward  to  a  point  to  be  fixed  and  kid  down  by 
commissioners  respectively  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose."" 

2.  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  ratify  the  conven^ 
tion  of  1802,  and  both  Qovernments  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  joint  commission  on  the  ques- 
tion of  indemnities,  classing  as  such  those  which 
regard  Amieriean  dtizens  and  the  Crown  and 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  spoliatiOBa 
reciprocally  committed  to  the  period  of  the  said 
convention,  and  thereafter,  to  the  dat<^  of  the  con- 
firmation of  the  adjustment  by  the  joint  commia- 
sion.  Five  or  seven  meAbers  to  compose  the 
commission,  with  this  condition,  that  if  they  are 
five,  each  Government  shall  respectively  nomi«- 
nate  a  person  for  the  fifth  member,  to  be  ohoMU 
by  lor,  provided  they  cannot  agree  on  the  person 
to  be  so  chosen ;  the  same  to  take  place  for  the 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  if  there  be  seven  mem- 
bers; but  the  fifth,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  in  the  second,  shall  nei- 
ther be  Spaniards  pot  oitiaens  of.  the  UBifed 
States  by  birth  or  naturalization.  They  shall 
moreover  be^  by  their  profession  and  oflS.ce,  judges, 
of  the  number  of  those  subjects  who,  among  mar- 
itime and  commercial  nations,  are  usually  em* 
ployed  to  judge  and  decide  on  Ddatters  connected 
with  maritime  law  and  the  law  of  nations,  whe- 
ther in  France,  England,  Russia,  Austria,  or  the 
Netherlands ;  in  both  cases,  the  peraon  so  deeig^ 
nated  to  be  provided  with  a  certificate  of  tbe 
Qovernment  of  the  eountry  he  belongs  to,  prer- 
ing  the  opinion  entertained  of  his  integrrity  and 
capacity,  his  quality  and  actual  profession  as  a 
judge  in  the  matters  referred  to,  and  also  tbe  aa* 
surance  that  permission  shall  be  granted  to  him 
for  discharging  the  duties  of  the  commission,  in 
case  the  said  person  shall  be  chosen  by  lot. 
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With  tkeM  modificftttoBS,  tugtieflted  hj  pra* 
deaee,  impartiality,  aod  the  most  perfect  recti - 
tade,  aDd  ezclodiog,  as  is  jost,  the  indeoiQity  for 
the  spoliations  commitced  oa  the  commerce  of 
this  Repablic  bf  French  priyateers  and  consuls 
on  the  coasts  ami  in  the  pot%»  of  Spain,  and  by 
the  triboaals  of  cassation  in  France,  the  oon- 
rention  of  1808  to  be  ratified'  and  carried  into 
eseeotioD. 

3.  His  Catholic  Majestyr  to  unite  with  the 
United  States  in  nsing  their  best  endeavors  to 
obtain  from  France  the  correspondent  indemnity 
for  the  spoliations  jost  mentioned,  in  case  that 
qiiestion  has  not  already  been  settled  between  the 
French  4nd  American  Qoteraments. 

4.  The  Government  of  the  United  Suites  to 
engace  to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  all 
hostile  armaments  in  their  ports  and  territory 
aflaiast  the  commerce  and  possessions  of-  Spain, 
either'  by  Americans-  or  uny  other  Power,  or  by 
adventurers  of  any  other  nations,  or  by  the  rebels: 
of  Spanish  America;  X and,  for  their  due  exeeu* 
tion,  the  President  to  issue  positive  orders  to  all 
persons  employed  by  t^e  Qovernment,  charging 
tbem,  ou  tlieir  responsibility,  to  guard  against  any 
infraetion  or  violation  of  them  whatsoever,  es* 
ttftding  the  same  measures  to  the  preventing  of 
attf  vessels  employed  in  cruising  .against  the 
Sfwnish  commefce,  or  otherwise  hostilely  en- 
ga^ged  against  the  Government  and  subjects  of 
&I8  Catholic  Majesty,  from  arming  in.  or  enter- 
ing armed,  the  harbors  and  waters  of  tne  United 
Stales.  Hverv  vessel  of  this  description  found 
witiim  the  jurisdtcttoa  of  the  United  Slates  to  be 
seised  without  remission,  and  subijeeied  to  the 
rigor  of  the  law  by  the  American  ofl^ers  and 
nathorities ;  and  the  vessels  and  property  so  cap- 
tured, beionglttg  to  the  subjects  of  the  Urowa  of 
Spain,  to  be  laid  under  aitaehment,  aild  defini- 
tively delivered  up  to  His  Majesty's  Minister,  or 
the  nenrest  Spanish  Consul,  to  be  held  by  th^m  at 
the  disposal  of  the  lawful  owners.  This  proposal 
contains  nothing  beyond  the  obligations  already 
imppsed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the 
law  of  natione,  and  the  existing  tr^ty*  But  as  it 
is  evident  to  you,  and  te  the' whole  world,  that 
abuaes  mod  iufraeiioos  of  these  laws  and  solemn 
compacts  hare  been,  and  continue  to  be,  fre- 
quently practised,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
auiuUe  measures  be  adopiedj  iailf  and  effeotu* 
ally  to  pr^vctei.  the  repeit^a  of  similar  ahikses 
atid  infractions. 

By  these  four  proposals  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  both  Powers  are  recaneiled  upon  princi- 
ples of  manifest  justice  and  reciprocal  utility ; 
they  settle  and  terminate  all  pending  differences, 
in  myjudgmient,  satisfactorily  to  both  nations^. 
and  I  must  presume  that  the  President  wiU  view 
them  in  the.  same  UgM,  and  substantially  admit 
them.  In  case  tisere  be  any  other  qnestiou  of 
secondary  or  minor  importance  to  be  in  like 
manner  included  in  the  general  and  definitive 
adjusiment,  it  will  be  easy,  and  follow  of  course, 
after  we  have  agreed  on  the  most  essential  arti- 
cles or  points :  we  will  then  also  determine  the 
Utt9  import  of  the  severiU  propositio«elaid  down,  | 


and  explaiu  e«eh  one  of  them  with  the  aeees- 
sary  clearness,  Accuracy,  and  precision. 

If,  however,  you  should  find  any  difficulty  or 
obstacle  to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposals  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  and  are  of  opin* 
ion  that  by  any  other  mode  we  may  attain  the 
desired  object^  without  deviating  from  the  fun" 
damental  principles  and  basis  of  justice  and  re- 
ciprocal convenience,  I  wilL  with  spreat  pleasure, 
be  ready  to  adopt  it,  provided  it  be  compatible 
with  the  powers  given  me  by  the  King,  my 
master.  In  this  view  yon  can  propose  such 
changes  or  modifications  as  you  may  see  fit,aji 
:are  calculated  to  reoaove  all  difficulties  on  both 
sides,  aad,  reconcile  the  rights^  iniereats,  and 
wishes- of  both  Powers. 

In  the  meantime,  I  hope  that  the  course  pur* 
sued  by  the  President  (en  la  marcka  de  tu  con* 
duUa)  will  correspond  with  the  seatimente  aad 
Uftiform  profession  of  aauty  and  perfect  harmo* 
ny  existing  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  I  am,  therefore,  constrained  to 
rjcdaim  aad  protest,  formally,  tts  I  now  do,  against 
all  measures  whatsoever  injurious  to  the  rights 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  to  renew,  as  I  here- 
by  do,  the  protest  already  made  against  the  oeeu- 
pation  of  Amelia  Island,  and  against  the  ofdete 
to  occupy  Galveston,  inasmoeh  as  the  United 
Sktates  having  no  right  whatever  either  to  the* 
said  island  or  to  Gwlvestou,  they  neither  hud, 
nor  could  have,  a  just  oiotive  or  cause  to  sane- 
tion  similar  atte  of  violence  ia  the  midst  of 
peace. 

1  await  your  answer  to  this  note  ia  order  that 
we  may  accelerate  the  moment  of  agreeing,  oa. 
just  and  fit  measures  for  carrying  the  definitive 
settlement  of  all  pending  differences  into  effect. 

In  the  meantime,  I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  asau- 
rauces  of  my  constant  respect. 

God  preserve  you  naaay  years. 

LUIS  DR  ONIS. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

WAaHiNQTON,  Feb.  10, 1818. 

Sia:  The  multtpiicity  of  business  which  I 
believe  has,  and  still  does  engage  year  atiei^ion, 
from  the  necessity  of  preparing  aad>  laying  be- 
fore tlie  Congrem  the  papers  and  information 
called  for  on.  diierent  subjects,  must  assuredly 
hate  prevented  you  from  replying  as  yet  to  mf 
note  of  the  84th  of  last  month ;  it  is,  therefore, 
unnecessary  for  itte  to  trouble  you,  by  trespass* 
iug  ou  your  attention,  to  urge  the  importance  of 
your  anawer,  as  I  feel  assured  you  are  as  fullf 
aware  of  it  as  I  am.  But  the  earnest  wish  I 
have  to  aeeelerate  the  negotiation  that  has  beea 
opened,  and  thereby  to  come  to  a  final  settlement 
of  the  differences  pending  between.  Hta  Oathoiie 
Majesty's  Government  aad  yours,  impels  me  to 
take  this  step.  .  I  therefore  request  you^  sir^  to  be 
pleased  to  iaform  me,  at  soon  at  you  possiUy 
can,  whether  the  proposals  ofihred  in  my  afora* 
said  note  come  up  to  or  approach  the  wishes  of 
this  Republic,,  and  i^  with  the  view  of  satisfy* 
ing  them»  you  eaa  deviie  another  just  mode  ca^ 


1747 


APPENDIX. 


1748 


ealatH  to  raeoneUe  the  rights  of  hoth  DattoM 
upon  some  principle  of  reciprocal  utility  and 
coDTenienee,  I  hop«  yoa  will  commanicate  it  to 
me,  in  fall  coDfideDce  that  I  shall  not  hesitate  a 
momeDt  to  accede  to  any  modification  or  expe- 
dient founded  on  a  basis  of  acknowledged  jot* 
tice  and  mututfl  utility,  because  it  is  to  such  a 
basis  that  all  the  instructions  and  powers  I  ba.fe 
received  from  my  Sovereign  refer. 

The  United  States  having  manifested  a  wish 
to  obtain  the  Floridas,  His  Catholic  Majesty  has 
condescended  to  accede  thereto,  as  a  proof  of  his 
friendship  and  high  coneideiption  for  the  United 
States,  and  has  autboriseed  me  to  stipulate  the  ces- 
sion of  those  two  provinces  for  an  equivalent  of 
territory  westward  of  the  Mississippi.  Having 
proved  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty 'b  Go vernmen  t,  by 
the  most  complete  evidence  of  which  moral  facts 
are  susceptible,  and  by  a  conviction  in  nowise  infe- 
rior to  that  of  mathematical  truths,  that  tJie  proper 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  eastward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, are  defined  by  the  course  of  that  river,  and 
thence  by  the  Iberville  and  the  Lakes  Maurepa^ 
and  Pontchartrain ;  end  that  to  the  westward 
they  never  did  nor  could  extend  beyond  the  rivers 
Carcase  and  Mermento,  orMerriientao,  running  be- 
tween Natchitoches  and  Adaes,  across  Red  river, 
and  thence  northward  to  a  line  not  yet  fixed,  aod 
to  be  settled  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
both  Governments,  it  is  clear  that  the  proposals 
offered  in  my  note  for  the  final  settlement  of  the 
question  of  ooundaries  cannot  fail  to  appear  ad- 
vantageous to  your  Government,  and  satisfactory 
to  the  just  wishes  of  the  United  States.  But  if, 
for  their  greater  satisfaction,  you  can  point  out  an 
expedient  by  which  the  said  proposals  may  be 
still  further  modified,  without  detracting  from 
the  acknowledged  principles  of  common  justice 
and  reciprocal  convenience,  I  am  ready  to  attend 
to  and  stipulate  it  immediately,  if  it  come  within 
the  sphere  of  my  powers  and  instructions ;  and 
in  case  it  should  not,  by  presenting,  perchance, 
combinations  which  could  not  be  foreseen  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  I  will  immediately  despatch  a 
courier  to  Madrid,  to  inform  my  Government  of 
the  demands  of  yours,  and  request  more  ample 
powers  adapted  tothem.  • 

The  question  of  indemnities  can  be  attended 
with  no  difficulty.  The  Spanish  Government 
has  always  been  willing  to  give  due  satisfaction 
for  the  losses  and  injuries  sustained  by  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  and  committed  by  Spaniards, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  existing 
treaty;  but  it  cannot  relinquish  its  claim  to  com- 
prehend, in  like  manner,  in  the  adjuatment  of 
those  losses  and  injuries,  such  as  have  been  com- 
mitted by  citizens  and  authorities  of  this  Repub- 
lic on  the  Crown  and  subjects  of  Spain,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  same  right  and  treaty.  Your  Gov- 
ernment, sensible  of  the  justice  of  this  demand, 
cannot  fail  to  accede  to  it }  thus  bv  ratifying  the 
convention  agreed  on  in  1802,  as  I  have  alreadv 
proposed  to  you,  the  question  of  indemnities  will 
be  easily  settled  and  determined* 

The  King,  my  master,  being  desirous  of  giving 
the  United  States  and  the  whole  world  incontest- 


able proofs  of  the  rectitude  and  sincerity  bf  his 
dispositions,  and  of  his  love  of  justice  and  good 
faith,  is  ready  to  submit  all  the  questions  em* 
braced  by  the  pending  difierenccs  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  one  or  more  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  in 
whom  the  Unfted  Stales  may  have  the  greatest 
confidence,  they  and  His  Maiestv  respectively 
engaging  to  abide  irrevocably  oy  the  decision  of 
such  arbitration.  In  cases  where  justice  alone  b 
sought  for,  this  reference  must  be  particularly  de- 
sirable, and  has  been  frequently  resorted  to,  as 
well  by  individuals  as  by  the  most  respectable 
nations,  on  controverted  q^uestions. 

The  British  Government,  on  being  infbrmed 
of  the  difficulties  attending  the  negotiation  pend« 
ing  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  made 
an  offer  of  its  mediation  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
ciling them,  and  the  President  has  not  been 
pleased  to  accept  it,  as  I  have  been  lately  inform* 
ed  by  the  Minister  of  Bngland  to  these  States. 
From  this  refusal  I  am  to  infer  that  the  President 
is  willing,  on  his  part,  to  remove  all  the  obstaclea 
which  oppose  the  prompt  and  happy  termination 
of  the  negotiation  pending;  and,  undar  this  im* 
pression,  which  is  due  to  the  uprightness,  recti- 
tude, and  good  faith  of  the  American  Govern* 
ment,  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  the  mediation  or  arbitration 
of  friendly  or  neutral  Powers  to  settle  and  ter« 
minate  on  principles  of  iustice  the  existing  differ- 
erences  between  the  United  States  and  Spain ; 
and  if  unfortunately  this  should  not  be  the  case. 
I  also  flatter  myself  that  your  Government  will 
approve  of  one  of  those  modes^  as  being  dictated 
by  a  sincere  love  of  peace  and  justice  due  to  such 
occasions. 

I  therefore  hop(»,  sir,  that  you  will  reply  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  proposals  made  in  my  last 
note,  and  communicate  to  me  whatever  you  may 
think  most  conducive  to  the  happy  termination 
of  the  pending  neffotiatioo,  and  scill  further  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  (wo  nations. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  have  the  honor  to  renew 
to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect,  and  I  pray 
God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


The  Seereimy  of  SUate  to  Don  huu  de  OniSf  Euooy 
JBatraofdinaty  and  MuU&ter  Pienipoieniiary  from 
Spaiiu 

Maecb  12,  1818. 

Sib  :  The  admission,  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
of  January,  that  all  the  facts,  grounds,  and  argu- 
ments, alleged  in  your  previous  notes  of  29th  of 
December  and  of  the  5th  and  8th  of  January,  in 
support  of  the  pretensions  of  your  Government 
upon  the  several  points  of  difibrence  which  have 
so  long  subsisted  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  are  essentially  the  same  as  had  already 
been  advanced  and  discussed  at  the  pvriodof  the 
extraordinary  mission  to  Spain  in  1805,  while  it 
justifles  the  reluctance,  on  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  manifested  in  my  letter  of  the 
16th  of  January,  to  the  renewal  of  an  exhausted 
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discussioD,  caDDOt  bat  excite  some  sdrprise,  as 
comporting  so  little  with  the  professiotis  of  the 
earnest  desire  of  your  GoTerfameDt  to  brin|^  those 
differences  to  a  speedy  and  happy  termination 
which  have  been  so  strongly  and  so  repeatedly 
expressed  as  well  in  yoar  notes  as  in  the  recent 
commanications  from  Don  Francisco  Pizarro  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid. 
The  observation,  that  truth  is  of  all  times, 
and  that  reason  and  justice  are  founded  upon  im- 
mutable principles,  has  never  been  contested  by 
the  United  States ;  but  neither  truth,  reason,  nor 
justice  consists  in  stubbornness  of  assertion,  nor 
in  the  multiplied  repetition  of  error.  I  referred 
you  to  the  letters  from  the  extraordinary  mission 
of  1805  to  Don  Pedro  CeTallos,  for  an  ample 
and  satisfactory  refutation  of  the  supposed  facts, 

?ound8,  and  arguments  now  reproduced  by  you. 
ou  reply  by  telling  me  that  "there. does  not 
appear  to  be  a  single  incident  to  give  the  small- 
est support  to  the  pretensions  of  my  Govern- 
ment ;  that  all  the  yague  positions  on  which  it 
has  been  attempted  to  found  them  have  been  re- 
futed and  dissipated  by  the  Spanish  Qovern- 
ment,  by  a  demonstration  so  luminous  and  con- 
yincing  as  to  leave  no  alternative  to  reason  to 
resist  it."  And  you,  more  than  once,  intimate 
that  the  American  Government  does  not  itself 
believe  in  the  validity-  of  the  statements  and  ar- 
guments used  by  its  Ministers  in  support  of  the 
claims  of  the  United  States,  as  asserted  by  them. 

To  language  and  sentiments  such  as  these  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  reply ; 
nor  can  it,  without  an  effort,  continue  at  all  a 
discussion  sullied  by  such  unworthy  and  ground- 
less imputations. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  confine  the 
obseryations  Upon  your  late  notes  to  those  parts 
of  them  which  have  relation  to  the  essential 
subjects  of  controversy  between  the  two  nations. 

To  give  a  single  instance  of  that  course  of  ar- 
gument which  you  represent  as  equivalent  to  ma- 
thematical deinonstration  in  favor  of  Spain,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  your  assertions  in  re- 
lation to  the  question  of  the  eastern  boundaries 
of  Louisiana,  as  retroceded  to  France  by  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  in  1800,  and  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States  in  1803.  The  claim 
of  the  United  States,  under  that  cession,  to  the 
territory  east  of  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  tne  river 
Perdido,  rests,  as  you  well  know,  upon  the  words 
in  the  two  treaties  describing  the  colony  or  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana  ceded  by  them,  as  having  the 
same  extent,  not  only  that  it  had  at  the  time  of 
the  retrocession  in  the  hands  of  S])ain,  but  also 
that  it  had  when  France  possess)(d  it,  and  such  as 
it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  enter- 
ed into  between  Spain  and  other  States.  You 
know  also  with  what  force  it  was  urged  by  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Aranjuez,  in 
1805,  that  those  words  (referring  to  the  primitive 

Sossession  of  the  province  by  France)  could  have 
ad  no  other  meaning  than  that  of  extending  the 
retrocession  to  the  Perdido,  because  the  province 
had  always  had  that  extent  when  in  the  posses- 
sion of  France.    And  what  is  your  reply  to  this 


argument,  which  yo«  are  pleased  to  include  un- 
der the  ^neral  censure  of  yague  and  groimd- 
less  positions?  It  is  no  other  than  a  supposition 
of  a  treaty  of  1764,  by  yirtue  of  which,  you  say, 
France  ceded  the  western  remnant  of  Louisiana 
to  Spain  a  year  after  having  ceded  the  eastern 
part  of  it,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido,  to 
Eoffland.  With  the  aid  of  this  treaty  you  are 
enabled,  first,  to  discover  an  interval  or  time  be- 
tween the  two  cessions,  and  during  which  France 
possessed  Louisiana,  bounded  eastward  by  the 
Mississippi ;  and,  secondly,  to  include  this  treaty 
between  Spain  and  France  amouff  those  described 
in  the  article  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  as 
"  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between 
Spain  and  other  States." 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  no  such  treaty 
of  1764  ever  existed.  That  the  cessions  of  Lou- 
isiana, westward  Of  the  Mississippi,  to  Spain,  and 
eastward  of  that  river  to  the  Perdido,  to  England, 
were  made  by  France  both  on  the  3d  of  Noyem- 
ber,  1762,  is  certain ;  and  that  the  acceptance  by 
the  King  of  Spain  of  the  cession  ttiade  to  him 
took  place  on  the  13th  of  the  same  November, 
1762 ;  the  proof  of  which  is  in  the  very  order 
from  the  King  of  France  to  L'Abbadie,  for  the 
delivery  of  the  province  to  the  officers  of  the  King 
of  Spain.  The  province  had  never  belonged  to 
France  a  single  day,  without  extending  to  the 
Perdido.  Nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  remind  you 
that  the  very  treaty  of  cession,  b^  which  France 
surrendered  her  possession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain, 
cannot  be  comprehended  in  the  description  of 
treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain 
and  other  States. 

As  this  simple  reference  to  a  notorious  and  un- 
questionable fact  annihilates  all  that  course  of 
reasoning  upon  which  your  understanding  rejects 
all  doubt,  so  a  recurrence  to  another  fact,  equally 
notorious,  replies  as  decisively  to  your  appeal  to 
the  treaty  of  6th  February,  1778,  between  the 
United  States  and  France.  You  say  that  in  the 
year  1800  France  could  not  have  acquired  any 
territory  east  of  the  Mississippi,  without  a  mon- 
strous violation  of  that  treaty;  forge^tinf  that 
that  treaty,  and  all  its  obligations  upon  France, 
had,  before  the  year  1800,  ceased  to  exist. 

The  fact  that  the  cessions  of  the  two  parts  of 
Louisiana  to  Spain  and  England  were  made  on 
the  same  day,  may  serve  no  less  as  a  reply  to  all 
the  verbal  criticisms  so  gravely  urgea  oy  Mr. 
Cevallos,  and  now  repeated  by  you,  on  the  force 
of  the  terms  retroeede  and  retrocession^  used  in 
the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  The  plain  import  of 
the  words  is  neither  more  or  less  than  giving  back, 
restoring.  It  does  not,  and  cannot  be  made  toim" 
ply  that  both  the  parties  to  the  restoration  must,  of 
necessity,  be  the  same  as  both  the  parties  to  the 
grant.  They  only  imply  that  the  object  and  the 
party  granting,  and  the  party  receiving  it,  as  re- 
stored, are  the  same.  To  use  an  illustration  from 
the  concerns  of  individual  life,  suppose  A,  by  two 
separate  deeds,  grants  half  an  acre  of  land  to  B, 
and  the  other  half  to  C.  B,  by  subsequent  pur- 
chase, obtains  thePhalf  acre  granted  to  O,  and  then 
regranta  the  whole  acre  back  to  A.  By  whateyer 
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daQOmioftUoD  the  twi>  half  aeies  iiHiy  have  beea 
called,  io  ib^  iaterval  betw«ea  the  first  grant  aad 
tbe  restoratioD,  B  might,  with  the  most  perfect 
propriety,  be  aaid  to  retrocede  the  whole;  aDd  if 
10  the  act  of  reetoration  the  acre  should  be  called 
by  the  same  Dame,  aad  expressly  described  as 
haviofl  the  same  extent  as  when  it  had  been  first 
owned  by  A,  with  what -shadow  of  Jnsticecoald 
B  pretend  that  his  regrant  was  only  of  the  half 
acre  he  had  first  received  fcom  A,  becaase  the 
other  half  acre  had,  in  the  interral,  been  called 
by  anothername,  and  for  some  time -owned  by 
another  person  ?  That  the  term  retrocession  is 
in  common  use  in  this  sense,  take  tbe  following 

Bissage  from  the  English  translation  of  Alcedo's 
ictionary : 

^  By  a  treaty  in  1783}  Great  Britain  retroceded 
to  Spain  all  the  territory  which  both  Spain  and 
France  had  ceded  to  Great  Britain  in  1763." 

There  would  then  be  nothing  in  the  terms  ret- 
rocede and  re^rocaMdum  which  could  limit  the  ter- 
ritories restored  by  Spain  to  the  boundaries  under 
which  she  had  first  received  pan  of  them  from 
France,  even  if  the  original  cessions  of  tbe  two 
parts  had  been  made  at  different  times^  and  even  if 
those  words,  ^  with  the  same  extent  it  had  when 
in  tbe  hands  of  France,"  had  not  been  inserted  in 
the  Treaty  of  St,  Ildefonso,  But  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  cessions  by  France  of  tbe  two 
parts,  of  Louisiana  were  made  to  Spain  and  to 
Bingiand  on  the  same  day  y  when  we  know  that 
the  cession  of  the. part  ceded  to  Bagtand  had 
been  made  f<»  the  benefit  of  Spain,  as  it  was  an 
equivalent  for  the  restoration  by  England  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  to  Spain ;  and  wjien  we  aeek  for 
any  possible  meaning  to  the  words  referring  to 
the  extent  of  Louisiana  when  before  owned  by 
France,  to  our  minds,  sir,  the  conclusion  is  irre- 
sistible that  the  terms  retrocede  and  relroceeeiim 
can  have,  in  this  case,  ne  other  meaning  than 
that  for  which  wa  contend,  and  that  they  include 
the  giving  back  to  France  the  whole  of  Louisi« 
ana  which  had  ever  belonged  to  France,  and 
which  it  was,  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  in  the  power  of  Spain  to 
restore^ 

By  the  words  in  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  St.  Ildefonso,  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  cession 
of  1803  to  the  United  States,  Spain  retrocedes  to 
France  the  cok$ip  or  fsroetnce  of  Louisianak  with 
the  same  extent  that  it  *'  now  has  ia  the  naads 
of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed 
it,  and  such  as  it  ought  to  be  after  tbe  treaties 
subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain  and 
other  Sutes."  At  the  negotiation  of  Araojuez, 
in  1805.  your  alleged  treaty  of  1764  never  occur- 
red to  tae  imaginaiibn  of  Mr.  Cevallos  as  one  of 
these  subsequent  treaties;  for,  after  citing  this 
elause  of  the  article;,  he  aays^  in  his  letter  to 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  of  the  24th  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  *<  the  treaties  here  alluded  to  are  not, 
nor  can  be,  others  than  those  of  1788,  between 
Spain  and  £nghiad.and  1795,  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States."  The  American  Ministers, 
in  their  answer  of  the  8tii  March,  1805,  explicitly 
igffee  in  opiniQH  with  Mr.CevaUoi  on  this- points 


and  your  intimation  of  a  treaty  of  1764,to  whick 
you  suppose  the  clause  also  to  apply,  b  asincom** 
patible  with  the  preteiuioas  of  your  own  €k>v- 
ernment  in  1805,  as  with  those  of  the  United 
States  at  this  day. 

To  account  for  the  peculiar  phraseology  used 
in  this  description,  inserted  in  the  third  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  St*  Ildefonso,  we  must  advert  to 
the  peculiar  situation  of  the  territorv  to  be  coin 
veyed,  and  to  what  mutt  have  been  the  intentioa 
of  the  parties.  It  was  a  colony  or  province  to 
be  restored  *,  aad  therefore  the  object  of  France 
could  have  been  no  other  than  to  obtain  the  rea« 
toration  of  the  whole  original  colony,  so  far  as  it 
was  ia  the  power  of  Spain  to  restore  it«  But 
there  was  a  part  of  the  original  colony  which 
had  been  ceded  by  France  to  England,  which 
had  in  process  of  time  become  a  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  which,  not  being  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  she  could  not  restore :  there  Was  ano* 
ther  part  which  bad  been  ceded  by  France  direct- 
ly to  Spain,  which  still  remained  in  her  hands, 
but  subject  to  certain  conditions  stipulated  by 
Spain  in  a  treatj^  with  the  United  States ;  and 
there  was  a  third  part,  which  France  had 
ceded  to  England  in  17Q2,  but  which  had  after- 
wards  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  which 
she  was  equally  comnetent  to  restore  as  if  it 
had  been  ceded  by  France  to  herself.  As  the 
boundaries  of  this  colonv  or  province  never 
had  been  precisely  definea,  and  had  been,  from 
its  first  settlement,  a  subject  of  dispute  between 
France  and  Spain,  the  parties  had  no  i^eans  of 
recurring  to  any  former  definition  of  bouadadea 
to  carry  their  intention,  into  effect ;  as  they  had 
no  geographical  lines  or  landmarks  to  whicfai, 
they  now  recur,  they  assumed  their  definition 
from  circumstances  incidental  to  tke  present  and 
past  time.  If  the  intention  had  been  to  cede  back 
the  province  only  with  the  extent  it  actually  faiad 
in  tne  hands  of  Spain,  the  parties  would  have 
said  so,  and.  omitted  the  other  clause,  which,  ia 
that  case,  would  have  been  not  merely  superflu-* 
ous,  but  tending  to  perplex  that  which  would 
have  been  clear  without  it.  If  it  had  been  in- 
tended that  Spain  should  resto^to  France  only 
what  she  had  received  from  France,  nothio|^ 
could  have  been  more  clear  and  easy  than  to 
have  said  so ;  but  then,  the  reference  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  cokmy  when  France  possessed  it  would 
have  been  not  merely  absurd,  out  contradictopf 
to  that  intention.  The  very  use  of  both  the  terms 
province  and  colony  shows  that  the  paettes  were 
looking  to  the  original  state,  as  well  as  to  the 
actual  condition  of  the  territory  to  be  restored. 
Louisiana,  the  actual  Spanish  province^  was  one 
thing,  and  Louisiana, the  original  French. co2onyj 
was  another  $  the  adoption  of  both  the  words  u 
of  itself  a  strong  presumption  that  the  intention 
was  to  restore  not  only  the  actual  province,  but 
so  much  of  any  other  province  as  was  then  in 
the  hands  of  Spaii),  aad  had  formed  part  of  the 
original  French  colony. 

Assume  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  have 
been  that  for  which  we  contend,  and  under  the 
existing  circttmstances  they  eould  scarcely  have 
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exprtssed  it  by  aay  ot^er  wmiIb  tluitt  thoie 
are  found  in  tbe  triiele— «$tame  that  they  had 
any  other  iDteatioD,  and  yoa  eaa  iod  ao  ratioaal 
meaaing  for  their  words.  The  firoviiice  was  to 
be  restored,  with  the  extent  it  aetaallv  had  in  rhe 
hands  of  Spain ;  the  colony  wa»  to  he  restored, 
with  the  exteat  it  had  when  formerly  potsessea 
by  France.  Spain  eoold  not  restore  the  para  of 
the  oit^inal  eotouj  which  were  not  tn  her  aeiaal 
MMeseion,  and  which  aiready  formed  parts  of  the 
Western  States  and  Territories  of  this  Union  : 
but  she  coald  restore  that  part  of  the  cotony  of 
whieb  she  had  become  possessed  by  a  treaty  of 
1788  with  Great  Briiaia.  Mr.  CevaUos  nrged, 
with  some  earnestness,  that  the  first  elanse  hav* 
ing  marked  the  extent  of  tbe  colony  or  province, 
sneh  '<as  it  then  had  in  tbe  hands  of  Spain,"  it 
woold  be  inconMstent  and  aboard  to  suppose  that 
the  words  ^and  that  it  had  when  France  pos* 
sessed  it"  could  be  intended  to  mark  a  greater 
extent,  because  it  wouid  be  saying,  in  one  breeth, 
that  tAe  cessaoti  was  ef  tbe  mmm  extent,  and  of 
more  than  the  same  extent,  that  it  had  in  the 
posseasion  .of  Spain.  But  there  is  no  absurdity 
or  ineonsistency  in  modifying,  bj  one  clause  of 
a  definition,  an  extent  desdribM  in  another  clause 
of  the  same  definition ;  no  more  than,  in  the  de- 
scription of  a  surface,  the  line  in  breadth  is  in* 
consistent  with  the  line  in  length.  According 
to  this  argument  of  Mr.  CevaUos,  -the  words 
"and  that  it  had  when  France  peaseeBcd  it"  had 
no  meaning  at  all ;  they  merely  repeated  what 
had  been  folly  and  completely  expressed  by  the 
preeeding  clause  $  but  Ir  they  had  no  meaning, 
what  possible  motive  could  the  parties  bave  for 
inserting  them,  when  it  must  have  been  perfectly 
familinr  to  tbe  memory  of  both  that  the  extent 
of  the  province  or  colony,  when  in  the  hands 
of  France,  had  ineloded  West  Florida  to  the 
Pcrdido,  which  territory  was  also  then  in  tbe 
actual  possession  of  S^itt  ?  if  it  were  possible 
to  suppose  that  the  Ministersof  France  and  Spain, 
in  the  very  article  defining  the  extent  or  tthe 
country  to  be  convened,  could  have  been  so  care-* 
less  aato  admit  an  idle  waste  of  words,  the  lety 
composBtiea  of  this  article  carries  internal  evi« 
deoce  with  it  that  no  such  idiprevidence  is  im* 
putable  to  those  by  whom  it  wa»  drawn  up.  The 
leferenee  to  the  extent  of  the  ooleny  in  the  prim-* 
itive  possession  of  France  could^not  be  to  a  time 
when  the  property  of  it  had'been  no  longer  hers* 
It  could  not  Im  to  say  over  again  what  luid  been 
said  in  the  immediately  pveceding  clause.  Every 
word  of  the  descuptiwd  earriea  with  it  evidence 
of  deep  deliberation  and  significancy.  The  first 
elanse  marks  the  inteation  of  the  parties,  by  the 
incideat  of  aotual  possession  by.  Spain,  all  of 
which  was  to  be  restored;  the  second  claase 
modifies  by  enlarging  tbe  extent,  from  the  inci- 
dent of  original  possession  by  Fcance ;  and  the 
third  elanse  modifier,  by  restricttag  the  grant  to 
the  conditions  wbicb^  Spain  had  stipulated  eon* 
cerning  the  territory  of  other  States.  Altogether, 
the  claiir  and  explicit  meaning  of«the  whole  arti* 
ele  is,  that  Spain  should  lestofe  to  France ^a^ 
much  of  old  French  Looistnnai  as  she  had  lo  ye«> 


store,  but  under  such  restrtetions  as  the  engage* 
menu  contracted'  by  Spain  with  other  Powers 
required  of  her  good  faitn  to  secure. 

Let  us  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  western 
boundaries  of  Louisiatta. 

With  the  note  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinck- 
ney,  to  Don  Pedro  CevaUos,  of  the  28th  January,' 
1806,  a  memoir  upon  these  boundaries  was  present- 
ed to  that  Minister,  pro^ng  that  they  extenoed  east- 
ward to  the  PerdidO)  and  westward  to  the  Rio 
Bravo,  or  Grande  del  Norte.  They  observed  in 
that  note  that  *4he  fotts  and  {principles  which 
justify  this  conclusion  are  so  satisfactory  to  their 
Gtovernment  as  to  convince  it  that  the  United 
States  have  not  a  better  rigfht  to  the  island  of 
New  Orlesns,  under  the  eession  referred  to,  than 
they  have  td  the  whole  district  of  territory  thus 
described." 

In  their  note  of  the  20tb  of  April,  |805,  to  the 
same  Minister^  repaying  to  his  argument  in  sop- 
port  of  tbe  pretensions  of  your  Government  with 
regard  td  those  limits,  they  lay  down  and  estab- 
lish by  a  chain  of  reasoning  which  neither  Mr. 
CevaUos  at  tbe  time  nor  your  Goveromeat  at  any 
peried  since  has  ever  attempted  to  4)reak,  three 
principles,  sanctioned  alike  by  immutable  justice 
and  the  general  practice  of  the  Buropeanjaations 
which  bave  foraied  setiAements  and  held  posses- 
sions in  this  hemisphere;  and  by  the  application 
of  which  to  the  facts  also  stated  in  their  note  this 
question  of  the  western  boundary  ought  then  to 
have  been  and  eventually  must  be  settled.  These 
principles  were— 

First.  "  That,  when  any  Earopean  nation  takes 
possession  of  any  extent  of  seacoast,  that^ posses- 
sion is  understood  as  extending  to  the  interior 
•coanlry,  to  the  sources  of  the  rivers  emptying 
within  that  coast,- to  all  their  branches  and  the 
country  they  cover,  and  to  give' it  a  right  in  ex- 
cluliion  of  411  other  nations  to  the  same." 

Secondly.  "  That,  whenever  one  European 
nation  makes, a  discovery, and  takes  possession  of 
any  portion  of  this  contment,  and  another  after* 
wards  does  the  same  at  some  distaace  from  it, 
where  the  boundary  between  them  is  not  deter^ 
mined  by  tbe  nrinciple  above  mentioned,  tbe 
middle  distance  becomes  such  of  course." 

Thirdly.  "'  That,  whenever  any  European  na- 
tion has  thus  acquired  a  right  to  any  portion  of 
territory  on  this  continent,  that  right  can  never  be 
diminished  or  afiected  by  any  other  Power,  by 
virtue  of  purchases  made,  by  grants  or  conquests 
of  the  natives  within  the  limits  thereof." 

The  facts  staled  in  this  las^^mentioned  note,  and 
(b  which  these  principles  were  applied  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  the  United  Sutes^  under  tbe 
cession  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  them,  were— 

1.  That  tbe  Mississippi,  in  its  whole  length  to 
the  ooeao,  was  discovered  by  French  subjects 
from  Canada,  in  IfiSa 

2.  That  La  Salle,  a  Freachman,  with  a  com- 
mission  and  authority  from  Louis  AiV.,  discov- 
ered the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  aild  formed  a  settle- 
ment there  on  the  western vside  of  tbe  river 
GolecadO)  in  tbe.  year  1685,  and  that  the  posses- 
sioo  thns  taken  in  the  bay  ofSt*  fieniacd,.in 
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eooMJUOft  with  tbtt  ob  tli«  BlitttsMpiM,  had 
always  beea  understood,  as  of  right  it  ongfat,  lo 
extend  to  the  Rio  Bravo. 

3.  That  the  boundary,  thas  foaaded  upon  pos- 
session, was  described  as.  forming?  the  limits  ot 
Louisiana,  in  the  grant  by  Lonis  XIV.  to  Crozat, 
in  1712. 

4»  That  it  was  supported  by  the  testimony  of 
the  historical  writers,  Da  Pratz  and  Champigny ; 
by  an  historical  and  political  memoir  on  Louisi- 
ana, written  by  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  the 
Minister  of  Louis  XY I. ;  bjr  a  chart  of  Louisi- 
ana, published  in  1762,  by  Don  Thomas  Lopez, 
geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain ;  and  by  a  map 
of  De  Lisle,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Pi^is,  rerised  and  republished  there  in. 1782. 

To  these  principles,  thus  clear,  equitable^  and 
explicit ;  to  these  facts,  thus  precise,  authentic, 
and  unsophisticated,  what  was  opposed  by  Don 
Pedro  CcTallos  at  that  time,  ancl  what  is  now 
alleged  by  you  1 

Mr.  Cevalloe  began  by  admitting  that  the 
western  limiiaof  Louisiana  had  never  been  ex- 
actly fixed  i  and  alleged  that,  in  the  year  1690, 
'fife  or  six  years  after  the  possession  Mken,  and 
the  settlement  formed  by  La  Salle,  Captain 
A)onzo  de  Leon,  under  a  commission  from  the 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  examined  the  Bay  of  Espiritu 
Santo,  (St.  Bernard,)  took  possession  of  the  ter* 
ritory,  and  founded  the  mission  of  St.  Francisco 
de  Texas.  Mr.  Cerallos  asserted  that  it  would 
be  very  easy  to  make  it  appear  that  France  never 
had  claimed  this  extent  ior  Louisiana,  but  he  did 
not  make  it  appear.  He  also  said  that,  if  France 
had  claimed  it,  Spain  had  never  recognised,  and 
was  not  bound  to.  acknowledge  the^  claim. 

Mr.  Cevallos  said  that  the  limits  between  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Texas  had  always  been  known j 
even  when  the  French  possessed  Louisiana,  but 
he  had  just  before  acknowledged  that  they  had 
never  been  fixed.  He  spoke  oi  missions  founded 
near  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  by  the 
venerable  Margel,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francisco  *, 
he  alluded  to  plans,  and  documents,  and  histori- 
cal relations  which  were  not  to.  be  found  in  his 
department,'  but  many  of  which,  he  added,  were 
in  the  department  or  the  interior,  besides  those 
which  were  in  the  Viceroyalty  of  Mexico.  But 
he  never  ^etended  a  possession,  by  Spain,  of 
the  territories  in  question,  of  an  earlier  date  ttian 
1690. 

And  what  are  these  plans,  and  documents,  and 
historical  relations,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  thir- 
teen years,  you  have  drawn  forth  from  all  the 
archives  of  Spain,  and  all  the  historical  disquisi- 
tioDs  upon  the  discovery  and  conquest  of  the  new 
world  i  Is  it  to  that  catalogue,  biographical,  and 
geographical,  of  Spanish  adventurers,  and  of  the 
numberless  regions  explored  by  them  in  the  16th 
century,  which  swells  your  note  of  the  6th  of  Jan- 
uary abat  we  are  to  look  for  the  limits  of  Louisiana 
and  Texas?  Or  is  it  to  that  ^* royal  order  issued 
by  Philip  11.,  enjoining  the  extermination  of  all 
foreigners  who  would  dare  to  penetrate  into  the 
Qulf  of  Mexico,"  by  virtue  of  which  the  Viceroy 
fitted  out  the  expedition  to  scour  the  country  and 


kmU  ma  the  French  of  La  Ballets  settlement? 
Is  it  to  that  royal  order  that  you  appeal  for  proof 
of  the  prior  title  of  Spain  ?  It  is  even  so.  But 
as  the  voyages  of  Ponce  de  Leon  in  1511,  of 
Francisco  de  Garay  in  1518^  and  of  Hernando 
de  Soto  in  1538,  have  no  more  bearing  upon  this 
question  than  the  voyages  of  Christopher  Colum- 
bus and  Sebastian  Cabot,  so  you  must  be  sensible 
that  the  royal  exterminating  order  of  Philip  II.,  if 
it  proved  anything,  would  prove  fatal  to  the  whole 
province  or  colony  of  Louisiana.  If  that  order 
coii^  have  been  carried  into  execution,  no  such 
colony  as  that  of  Louisiana  could  ever  have  been 
estabUshed  by  France.  That  order,  and  any  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  under  it,  can 
no  more  affect  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 
the  limits  marked  by  the  settlement  of  La  Salle, 
than  in  can  impair  their  title  to  the  island  of 
New  Orleanp.  Far  more  honorable  would  it  be, 
sir,  to  the  character  of  your  nation  and  the  credit 
of  your  Government,  to  bury  in  the  profoondest 
oblivion  the  memory  of  that  atrocious  order,  than 
at  this  day  to  produce  it  for  the  purpose  of  bol- 
stering up  a  title  for  which  you  have  in  vain 
raasaeked  the  records  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
to  discover  a  better  support. 

To  the  efficacy,  however,  of  this,  royal  order, 
your  whole  argument,  in  behalf  of  the  pretensions 
of  your  Government,  perpetually  recurs ;  for,  al- 
though in  some  passages  of  your  note  you  appear 
disposed  to  allow  to  the  colony  of  Louisiana  at 
least  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  yet  yon 
are  as  frequently  shrinking  even  from  this  con- 
cession, and  representiog  the  whole  colony  as 
an  encroachment  upon  the  dominion  of  Spain ; 
at  one  time  representiog  it  as  a  profound  strata- 
gem of  Louis  XlV.,  seizing  with  rapacious  avi- 
dity the  unsuspecting  moment  of  conndence  of  his 
grandson  Philip  V.,  while  placing  him  upon  the 
Throne  of  Spam  i  and,  at  another,  holding  it  up 
as  the  act  of  a  disordered  imagination  of  the  same 
Louis  XIV.,  manifested  in  the  grant  of  1712  to 
Crozat.  This  grant  you  pronounce  to  be  absurd 
and  coippletely  despicable ;  but  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture.  It  certainly  does 
not  favor  the  pretensions  of  your  Government, 
and  it  has  none  of  the  exterminating  features  of 
the  royal  order  of  Philip  II.  \  but  we  consider 
it,  as  it  has  always  been  considered  by  the  world, 
as  a  doci^ment  not  only  indicative  of  sound 
judgment  and  discretion,  but  as  marking  the 
limits  of  Louisiana,  as  always  claimed  by  France, 
and  transferred,  as  relates  to  the  western  limits, 
with  her  title  to  that  province,  to  the  United 
8utes« 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  imtcatioa  of  Mr.  Ce- 
vallos, you  alsoy  after  repeatedly-^  insisting  that 
the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  were  well  known, 
and  always  acknowledged  by  France,  finally 
conclude  hy  admitting  that  they  never  were  fixed 
or  agreed  upon.  You  repeat,  time  after  time, 
.  that  the  French  never  disfmUa  the  right  of  Spain 
to  all  the  territory  westward  of  the  Mississippi, 
while  you  cannot  deny  the  settlement  of  La  Salle 
at  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  in  1664;  nor  that  the 
French  settlemenu  of  Natchez  and  Natchitoches 
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were  made  aod  maintaioed  ia  sfnte  of  all  the 
military  ezpeditioDs,  rf|roroua  execvtioos.  aad 
eztermiDatiog  orders  which  the  Vieerofs  of  M«c* 
ico  eottld  send  a^insC  ih^m. 

We  may  admit  that,  to  long  as  the  Spanish 
Viceroys  eoold  exterminate  every  foreig[ner  who 
dared  to  penetrate  into  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  they 
had  the  rojal  order  of  Philip  II.  for  so  doing. 
The  bull  or  Pope  Alexander  YI.  is  a  document 
of  Btili  earlier  date,  and  at  least  of  lessdisgosttng 
import,  upon  which  Spain  once  rested  her  claims 
to  yet  more  extensire  dominion  in  this  western 
world.  With  eqaal  show  of  reason,  and  with 
less  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  humanity,  might 
you  have  alleged  that  bull  as  the  incontrofertible 
proof  of  the  Spanish  claims,  as  to  bring  forth  at 
this  day,  for  its  only  substitute,  that  royat  order 
of  Philip  II. 

You  Itnow,  sir,  and  jronr  own  notes  furnish, 
tfaemselresi  the  most  decisive  proofs  that  France, 
while  she  held  the  cdony  of  Louisiana,  never 
did  acknowledge  the  Mississippi  as  the  western 
boundarv  of  that  province.  The  claim  of  France 
always  uid  extend  westward  to  the  Rio  Bravo; 
and  the  only  boundaries  ever  acknowledged  by 
ber,  before  the  cession  to  Spain  of  November 
3,  1762.  were  those  marked  out  in  the  mnt  from 
Louis  XIV.  to  Croxat.  She  always  claimed  the 
territory  which  yoq  call  Texas  as  being  within 
the  limits  and  forming  part  of  Louisiana,  which 
in  that  grant,  is  declared  to  be  bounded  westward 
by  New  Mexico,  eastward  by  Carolina,  and  ex- 
tending inward  to  the  Illinois  and  to  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi  and  of  its  princi|)al  branches. 

Mr.  Cevallos  says  that  these  claims  of  France 
were  never  admitted  nor  recognised  by  Spain. 
Be  it  so.  Neither  were  the  claims  of  Spain  ever 
tfcknowledffed  or  admitted  by  France;  the  boun- 
dary ^WBs  disputed  and  never  settled ;  it  still  re- 
mains to  be  settled ;  and  here  is  a  simple  state- 
ment of  the  grounds  alleged  by  each  of  the  parties 
in  support  of  their  claims : 

On  the  part  of  the  Um$ed  States. 

1.  The  discovery  of  the  Mississippi,  from  near  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  by  the  French  from  Canada, 
in  1083. 

2.  The  possession  taken,  and  establishment 
made,  by  La  Salle,  at  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard, 
west  of  the  rivers  Trinity  and  Colorado,  by  au- 
thority from  Louis  XIV.,  in  1685. 

3.  The charterof Louis XIV. to  Crozat,itt  1713; 
4i  The  historical  authority  of  Du  Pratz  and 

of  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  ^ 

5.  The  geographical  authority  of  De  Lisle's 
map,  and  especially  that  of  the  map  of  Don 
Thomas  Lopez,  Geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
published  in  1762. 

These  documents  were  all  referred  to  in  the 
letter  from  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  to  Mr 
Cevallos,  of  20th  of  April,  1805.  Since  which 
time,  and  in  further  confirmation  of  the  same 
claims,  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  Stales  are 
enabled  to  refer  you  to  the  following: 

6.  A  map  published  by  Homann,  at  Nnrem- 
bur^i  in  1712. 


7.  A  geopaphical  work^  published  tn  1717  at 
London,  entitled  '^Atlas  Gkogmphicus,  or  a  Com- 
plete System  of  Geography,  Ancient  and  Modern,'' 
m  which  the  map  of  Louisiana  marks  its  extent 
from  the  Rip  Bravo  to  the  Perdido^  In  both  these 
maps  the  fort  built  by  La  Salle  is  laid  down  on 
the  spot  now  called  Matagorda. 

8.  An  official  British  map,  published  in  1755, 
bv  Bowen,  intended  to  point  out  the  boundaries 
or  the  British,  Spanish,  and  French  colonies  in 
North  America. 

9.  The  narratives  published  at  Paris,  of  Hen- 
nepin, in  1683;  of  Tonti,  in  1687;  and  of  Joutel, 
ial713.        . 

10.  The  letter  from  Colonel  La  Harpe  to  Doa 
Martin  D'Alarconne,  of  8th  July,  1719.  (A.  No.  1. 
B.  No.  2.) 

11.  The  order  from  the  French  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  Bienville,  to  La  Harpe,  of  August  10, 
1721.  (C.  No.  3.) 

13.  The  geographical  work  of  Don  Antonio  de 
Aleedo,  a  Spanish  geographer  of  the  highest  emi- 
nence. This  work  and  tne  map  of  Lopez^  hav- 
ing been  published  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  Spain,  in  1763.  afford  decisive  evidence  of 
what  Spain  herself  coasidered  as  the  western 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  when  she  bad  no  inter- 
est in  contesting  it  against  another  State.  (D. 
No.4.)  . 

On  the  part  (f  Spain* 

1.  The  voyages  of  Fonee  de  Leon,  Vasquez  de 
Ayllpn.  Panfilo  de  Nar^aesc,  Hernando  de  Soto, 
Luis  Moscoso,  and  other  Spanish  travellers  in 
the  sixteenth  century^  who  never  made  any  set- 
tlement upon  any  of  the  territories  in  question, 
but  who  travelled,  as  you  observed,  into  countries 
too  tedious  to  enumerate. 

2.  The  establishment  of  the  new  kingdoms  of 
Leon  and  Santa  nder  in  1595,  and  the  rrovinee 
of  Cohaquila  in  1600.     , 

3.  The  Province  of  Texas,  founded  in  1690. 
Here,  you  will  please  to  observe,  begins  the 

conflict  with  the  claipns  of  Franca  to  the  western 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  transferred  by  the  cession 
of  tha  province  to  the  United  States.  The  pre^ 
eidio9y  or  settlements  of  Las  Texas,  were,  by 
your  own  statement,  adverse  settlements  to  that 
of  La  Salle^  who,  six  years  before,  had  taken  for- 
mal possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  and 
by  authority  of  a  charter  from  Louis  XIV.  They 
were  preceded  by  an  expedition  from  Mexico  the 
year  before,  (that  is,  1689,)  to  hunt  out  the  French 
remaining  of  the  settlement  of  La  Salle.  Now, 
what  right  had  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  to  hunt 
out  the  French  who  had  formed  a  settlement  un- 
der the  sanction  of  their  Sovereign's  authority  ? 
You  will  tell  me  that,  from  the  time  when  Santa 
Fe«  the  capital  of  New  Mexico,  was  buili,  iSfpotn 
coneidereaM  the  lerritorv  east  and  north  of  that 
province,  as  far  as  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mis- 
souri, as  her  property ;  that  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  Crulf  of  Mexico  was  hers;  and 
that  Philip  II.  had  issued  a  royal  order  to  exter- 
minate every  foreigner  who  should  dare  to  pen- 
etrate to  it;  so  that  the  whole  question  of  right 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  with  re- 
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gaud  to  this  bouadarf,  oeattesin.thu:  tlM  oaked 
pretension  of  Spain  to  ike  nrhaie  ciroamfereaee 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  the  extenBiaatiag 
order  of  Philip  IL  on  one  aide,  Aftd  the^^otual  oc- 
cupaaey  of  France,  by  a  solemn  charter  from 
Lottis  i&IV.  on  the  other.  Well  mieht  Messrs. 
Pinckney  and  Monroe  write  to  Mr.  Clevallos,  in 
1805,  that  the  claim  of  the  United  flutes  (o  the 
boundary  of  the  Rio  Braro  was  as  clear  as  their 
right  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

In  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Pinekney  and  Men- 
roe  to  Mr.  Gerallos  of  the  twentieih  of  April, 
1805,  referring  to  the  historical  doanments  rela- 
tire  to  the  discovery  and  naming  of  Louisiana, 
tbev  state  that  the  Mississippi  was  diecoTered, 
with  **  its  waters  and  dependeat  country -as  low 
down  the '.  river  as  the  Arkansas,  by  the  Sieurs 
Joitec  and  Marquette,  from  Caoada,  as  early 
as  the  year  1673,  and  to  its  mouth  bv  the  Father 
Hennepin,  Jn  1680  j  and  by  De  u  flalle  and 
Toftii,  who  descended  the  river  with  sixty  men 
fo  the  ocean,  and  caUed  the  eouniry  Louis- 
iana, in  1683;  and.  in  respect  to  the  bay  of  Su 
Beiaacd,  in  1685;''  that  this  waa  done  at  these 
periods,  in  the  name  and  under  .the  authority  of 
France,  by  aeu  which  proclaimed  her  sovereignty 
over  the. whole  eiMotry  to  other  Powers,  in  a 
.manner  the  most  pubUo  and  solemn,  such  as 
making  setiiements  and  building  forts  within  it" 

To  this  Mr^  Gevalios  made  no  reply  in  1805. 
But  you,.'after  giving  aojiceount  of'  the  murder 
by  Spaniards  ot  E6n6  de  Laudoani^re,  obeerve, 
that  "^  the  story  related  of  a  Recoilet  friar,  called 
Father  Hennepin,  is  still  more  ridiculous,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  made  a  prisoner  by  the  In- 
dians at  the  time  they  were  at  war  with  the 
French  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  the  Illinois, 
whence  he  was  occupied  in  exploring,  the  country 
as  far  as  the  banka  of  the  river  St  I^uis,  or  Mis- 
sissippi, of  which  he  took  poeseasioa  in  the  name 
of  Louis  XIV.,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Louis- 
iana, (doubtless  Jn  his  secret  thoughts,  and  by  a 
mere  naental  a«t:")  You  add  that  these  aoooonts, 
and,  others  of  the  like  nature,  are  '« contemptible 
in  themselves,  even  although  the  facts  they  re- 
late wore  authentic  ;  since  nothing^  can  be  iniarred 
from  them  that  can  favor  thejdea  started  by 
ihoae  who  speak  of  those  transient  adventures 
and  incursions." 

I  have  in  my  possession,  sir,  (and  it  shall. 
when  you  please,  be  subject  to  your  inspection  j 
a  volume,  published  at  Paris  in  the  year  168^ 
the  title  ot  which  is,  ^^Description  de  la  Louis- 
iana nottveliement  decouverte,  au  Sudouest  de 
la  Nottvelle  France,  par  ordbrt  du  Jffoy,  dedi6e  h 
8a  Majesty ;  par  le  H.  P.  Louis  Hennepin.  Miss- 
ioonaireReooUet et Ifotaire  Apostolique.''  (De- 
scription of  Louisiana,  recently  discovered,  .to 
the  aouthwest  of  New  France,  hoarder  of  the 
JSJing;  dedicated  to  His  Majestv  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Louis  Hennepin,  a  Recoilet  missionary 
and  apostolic  noury.)  In  the  preface  to  the 
King,  the  author  says:  ^^  Sire,  i  should  never 
have  dared  to  Mke  the  liberty  of  offering  to  your 
Majesty  the  narrative  of  a  new  discovery,  which 
the  Sieur  deia  Salle,govern.or  of  Fort  Fronlenac, 


•lyooQapauMn^and  n^eelf,  have  joat  made  to 
the  southwest  of  New  France,  if  it  had  not 
been  andeitaben  by  your  orders.''  '*  We  have 
given  the  name  of  Louiaiiaiia  to  this  great  dis- 
coverjT}  being  persuaded  that  your  Majesty  would 
not  disapi^ove  that  a  part  of  the  earth,  watered 
by.  a  river  of  more  ^  thin  eight  huadrea  leagues, 
and  much  greater  than  Surope,  which  may 
be  ealied'  the  delight  of  America,  aad  which 
is  capable  of  foreung  a  great  empire,  should 
henceforth  be  known  by  the  august  name  of 
Louis^  that  it  may  4hereoy  have  a  sort  of  right 
to  your  protection,  and  hope  for  the  advantage 
of  belonging  to  you." 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  .request  you  to  com- 
pare (his  authentic  statement  with  that  perversion 
of  all  hietorioal  evidence  by  which  you  have 
styled  and  have  attempted  to  make  the  stofy  of 
Father  Hennepin's  discoyery  of  Louisiana  ridicu- 
loius.  Heie  is  a  book  published  at  Paris^  dedi- 
cated to  Louis, XIV*,  at  the  moat  glorious  period 
of  hit  reign,  declaring  to.  the  world,  the  discovery 
of  Louisiana;  declaring  that  it  wasoMde  by  his 
orders,  .ai|d  oalled  hjr  his  name,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  enlitlipff  it  to  become  his  property. 
Is  this  coatemptifaTe  ?  Is  this  a  secret  thought, 
or  a  mere  mental  act  1  U  this  a  tranaient  adven- 
lare  or  incursion  7  And,  after  calling:  this  infor- 
mation too  vague  aad  unoer tain  upon  which  to 
fooad  a  title,  can  you  talk  of  the  rights  of  po8« 
session  derived  to  Spain  from  the  travels  of 
Ponce  de  Leon, Francisco  de  Qarayi  and  Vasquez 
de  Ay  Hon  ? 

Your  view  of  the  expeditions  and  adventures 
of  La  Salle  is  equally  remote  from  the  real  and 
well'authenticated  facts.  **  Let  us  see,"  yoji  say, 
'^  what  importance  can  be  atitached  to  what  is 
said  of  Bernart^  ([Robert]  de  la  S|tlle,  who,  an 
1679,  de&oended  Irom  Canada  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  there  built  Fort  CrevecoBur,  according  to  M. 
Du  Pxaix,  or  Fort  Prud'homme,  according  .to 
others.  Whaf  is  certain  amounts  to  this :  fhat 
be  only  made  a  rapid  incursion  from  Canada  to 
the  Mitaiasippi,  as  any  other.advenlarer<might  do, 
croann^  ike  terriiorkt  of  another  nation,  that  he 
returned  to  Q,ttebec,  without  any  further,  reault 
than  that  of  an  imperfect  exploration  of  thecoun- 
tryi  and  ihat  he  embarked  at  Auebec  for,  France, 
from  whence  he  returned  in  1684,  wiih  an  expe- 
dition composed  of  four  vessels,  comvianded  by 
Captain  Beaujeau,  to  explore  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,"  I  4^.  Jn  Ahis  passage  yot»  repre- 
sent— 

1.  The  facts  attending  ihe  expedition  of  («a 
Salle  as  uncertain, 

2.  That  he  only  made  a  rapid  .i^oujcsioutae  a 
private  adventurer,  and,  ao  far  as  related  to  hia 
exploring  expedition,  with  an  i^iiperieci  result. 

3.  That  he  only  went  from  Caaada  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  thence  returned  to  QiUebec,  whence 
he  embjBirked  for  France. 

4.  That  he. only  crossed  the  territories  of  ano- 
ther nation,  (meaning  Spaing 

•  I  examine  this  part  of  your  note  with  a  mi- 
nuteness which  will  be  tedious  to  you,  because  it 
is  precisely  upon  the  character  of  La  Salle's  ex- 
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peditions  thftt  the  grant  of  Louisiana  to  Croz&c 
Sy  Louis  XIV.  is,  in  express  terms,  founded ;  be- 
cause yoQ  have  represented  these  expeditions  in 
the  colors  thus  marked  with  the  arowed  purpose 
of  weakening  the  original  title  of  Louisiana ;  and 
because  you  know  that  the  characters,  diametri- 
cally opposite,  which  I  shall  now  prove  to  have 
belonged  to  them,  roost  lead  to  the  result  of  an 
incontestable  title  in  France,  and,  consequently, 
ai  this  time,  in  the  United  States.  I  answer  the 
abore  insinuations  in  the  order  in  which  they 
baTe  been  stated. 

There4ire  three  narratiresof  the  expeditions  of 
La  Salle,  all  published  at  Paris,  by  persons  who 
accompanied  him  in  them. 

The  first  in  1683,  by  Father  Louis  Hennepin ; 
the  same  volume  from  which  I  have  already  pre- 
sented you  an  extract. 

The  second  b)r  the  Ckeralier  TbiKi,  Governor 
of  Fort  8t.  Louis,  at  the  Illinois,  published  in 
1697. 

The  third  by  loutei,  who  was  with  him  in  his 
last  expedition,  and  almost  bj  his  side  i^hen  he 
fall  by  the  hands  of  an  assassin. 

Of  all  the  heroic  enterprises  which,  in  the  six- 
teenth abd  seventeenth  centuries,  signalized  the 
discoveries  of  Europeans  upon  this  continent, 
tbere  is  not  one  of  which  the  evidence  is  more 
certain,  authentic,  and  particular,  than  those  of 
La  Salle. 

La  -Salle,  after  having  resided  many  years  in 
Canada,  as  Gbvefnor  of  Fort  Frontenae,  formed 
the  project  of  exploring  the  country  from 
thence  to  the  Giilf  of  Mexico,  and  of  taking 
possesaion  of  it  in  the  name  or  his  Severely. 
lie  went  to  France  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  sanction  to  his  enterprise.  *'  His  Majesty, 
(says  Tonti,)  not  content  with  merely  approving 
his  design,  caused  orders  to  be  gfiven  to  him, 
grantiDg  him  permission  to  go  and  put  it  in  exe- 
cvtion;  and,  to  assist  him  to  carry  so  vast  a  pro- 
ject into  effect,  shortly  after  the  necessary  suc- 
cors were  furnished  him,  with  entire  liberty  to 
dispose  of  all  the  countries  which  he  might  dis- 
cover." 

He  sailed  from  La  Rochetle  the  14th  of  July, 
1678,  and  arrived  at  Quebec  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber. On  the  18th  of  November  of  the  same  year 
be  left  Fort  Frontenae,  to  proceed  upon  his  ex- 

Sdtiion,  with  thirty  men,  Tonti  and  Father 
ennepin  being  of  the  company.  After  spending 
more  than  a  year  in  traversing  the  four  lakes,  now 
kftown  by  the  names  of  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  and 
Michigan,  and  erecting  forts  at  suitable  places, 
where  he  landed,  from  tbem  he  embarked  upon  the 
Illkiois  river.and,  having  descended  it  forsome  dls- 
taaee,  was  obliged  to  stop,  from  the  disiippoint- 
ment  of  losing  a  boat  froia  which  he  expected 
aapplies.  Here,  upon  the  Illinois  river,  he  built  Fort 
OrdvecoMir,  divided  his  company  into  two  sepa- 
rate parties— -one  for  ascending  the  Mississippi  to 
its  aoiirce,  and  the  other  for  proceeding  down 
that  riyer.  Father  Hennepin  was  of  the  former 
of  these  parties,  and  in  their  progress  upwards, 
which  they  accomplished  higher  than  the  falls  of 
St«  Anthony,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians, 
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and,  after  some  time,  was  released  by  them,  found 
bis  way  back  to  Cluebec,  and  thence  returned  to 
France,  and  published  the  book  of  which  I  have 
spoken.  In  this  book,  published  in  1683,  tit  Paris, 
and  marked  as  having  been  finished  printing  the 
5th  of  January  of  that  year,  three  months  before 
La  Salle  haa  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, there  is  a  map  of  the  river  as  far  down  as 
Hennepin  descended  it,  after  he  parted  from  La 
Salle,  and  upwards  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
and  the  river  St.  Francis  above  them;  at  some 
distance  above  which,  within  a  few  leagues  of 
its  souree,  is  the  oak  tree  upon  which  the  arms 
of  France  were  carved  by  the  detachment  from 
La  Salle's  expedition,  authenticating,  with  the 
most  minute  precision,  the  discovery  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, to  within  a  small  distance  of  its  source, 
as  well  as  its  course  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On 
the  same  map  are  also  marked  the  fort  at  the' 
Miamies,  and  that  of  Crdveeoeur,  on  the  Illinois 
river,  constructed  by  La  Salle's  orders. 

Id  the  meanwhile  La  Salle  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  other  part  of  bis  company,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Tonti,  and  go  back  to  Fort  Frontenae 
for  the  supplies  and  reinforcements  which  had 
failed  him  by  the  loss  of  bis  boat.    He  returned 
and  joined  them  again  in  November,  1682,  pro* 
ceeded  down  to  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Wabash,  where  they  built  the  Fort  Prud'- 
homme,  (which  you  have  confounded  with  that 
of  OrdvecGSur,)  after  which  they  continued  de- 
scending and  successively  meeting  the  Cappa,* 
Arkansas,  Tensas,  Abeoake,  Tacucas,  and  Natchez 
Indians,  and,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1683,  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  where,  after  the 
religious  solemnity  of  a  'Te  Deum.  they  took 
formal  possession  of  the  country,  erected  a  cross, 
fasteneii  the  arms  of  France  upon  a  tree,  and 
buile  several  hots,  which  they  surrounded  with 
suitable  intrenchments.    La  Salle,  having  thus 
accomplished  the  object  of  his  expedition,  re- 
turned by  the  same  way,  ascending  the  river  to 
his  fort  of  Prud'homme,  which  he  reached  on  the 
12th  of  May,  and  where  he  was  some  time  de- 
tained by  sickness.    "*  On  his  arrival  at  Ctuebec, 
(again  says  Tonti,)  he  informed  the  whole  city 
of  his  great  discoveries,  and  of  the  voluntary  sub- 
mission of  so  many  different  Indian  nations  to 
the  power  of  the  King.   A  Te  Deum  was  cele- 
brated as  a  thanksgiving  for  this  happy  accession 
to  the  glory  of  the  Crown.    The  eagerness  of  M. 
de  la  Salle  to  go  and  make  known  to  the  King 
and  his  Ministers  thcsuccess  of  his  travels  obliged 
him  to  hasten  his  departure.    He  left  Canada  in 
the  beginning  of  October,  1683."    On  his  return 
to  France,  be  was  received  with  many  tnarks  of 
distinction  by  the  King  aad  his  Ministers,  and  a 
new  expedition  was  fitted  oat  of  four  vessels  and 
nearly  three  huodred  persons,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  colony  at  the  moutn  of  tlie  Mississippi. 
One  of  these  ships  was  a  frigate  of  the  King,  of  forty 
guns,  commanded  by  M.de  Beaujeau,  in  which  La 
Salle  himself,  his  brother  Cavelier,and  the  princi- 
pal persons  belonging  to  the  expedition  embarked ; 
another  was  a  smaller  armed  vessel,  which  the 
King  had  given  to  La  Salle )  the  third,  a  flute  of 
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tkree  hundred  toss,  ladei  with  ftU  the  afUcleft, 
necessary  for  the  scttlemeDt  of  the  country;  and 
the  fourthr  a  smaU  sloop  of  thirty  tons^  freighied 
for  St.  DioniEDffo,  where  the  expediiioo  stopped 
on  its  waV)  but  oefore  their  arrival  at  wh^ch  this 
last  vessel  was  taken  by  Spanish  cruisers.<  This 
expedition  sailed  from  La  Roohelle  on  the  24th 
of  July,  1684. 

Thev  failed  in  finding  the  mouth  of  the  Missla- 
8ippi,their  destination— an  aocideot  similar  to  that 
which  had  happened  to  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Koflland;  and,  after  many  disasters,  landed  and 
built  a  fort  in  February,  1685,  at  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard,  or,  as  they  call  it,  of  St»  Louis, 
and  westward  of  the  river  Colorado*  BeauJeaU' 
returned  with  the  frigate  to  France;  the  two  other 
yessels  were  lost  in  the  bay  $  and  La  Salle,  after 
sereral  unsuccessful  ottempu  to  fiod  the  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  12th  of  January,  1687,  left  at  his 
fort  twenty  persona,  including* seven  women,  un- 
der the  command  of  Le  Barbi«r,  and  took  his 
departure  with  sixteen  ocber^,  to  go  by  land  to 
the  Illinois,  and  thence  through  Canada  to 
F^ranee,  to  seek  further  reinfofcemiefil  and  sup- 
plies. On  this  journey  he  was  basely  assassi- 
nated on  the  19th  of  March,  1687,  by  two  of  his 
own  men,  and  left  a  name  among  the  illustrious 
discoverers  of  the  new  world  second  only  to  that 
of  Columbus,  with  whose  history  and  adveiMures 
his  own  bear  in  many  particulars  a  striking  re- 
semblanccrf  His  brother  Cavelier,. however,  with 
Joutei,  Father  Anasuse,  and  several  others  of  the 
party  with  whom  he.  had  ooounenced  the  jour- 
ney, succeasfi|lly  accomplished  it,  arrived  at  the 
French  fort  at  the  Illraoie.  where  they  found 
Tonti  still  in  command,  aAer  having  again  been 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  conform* 
Ml  to  his  orders  from  8a  Salle,  to  meet  the  ex- 
I>edition  from  Surope,  and,  after  waiting  some 
time  there,  returninff  to  his  post.  From  the  fort 
at  the  Illinois,  CaveTier,  Joutei,  and  Father  An- 
astase  proceeded  to  duebee,  and  ibenoe  retorned 
to  France^  where  they  arrived  in  October,  1688« 
and  where  Joutei  published  the  narrative  of  the 
ex^ition  to  which  I  have  referred* 

From  this  work  of  Joutei  it  likewise  appenrsj 
that  the  fort  aod  ooiony  left  by  La  Salle  at  the 
westward  of  the  Colorado  was  destroyed,  not  a« 
you  state  by  the  Indians,  but  by  the  Spaniards 
from  Mexico,  who,  until  that  time,  bad  aaver 
had  any  sealemeat  of  any  kind  nearer  thaft  Pa* 


other  right  or  authority  for  this  aa  than  the. 


siofi  of  a  private  adventurer  into  the  territories   the  fort* 


of  Spain,  but  an  esmUiAhment  having  every 
character  that  could  sanction  the  foromtjon  of 
any  European  colony  upon  this  continent ;  aad 
the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  had  no  more  right,  to  de- 


Viaeroy  would  have  to. send  an  a«my  and  de* 
stroy  the  city  of  New  Orleans*  It  was  a  part  of 
Louisiana,  discovered  by  La  Salle,  under  formal 
and  eipress  authority  from  the  King  of  France } 
and  the  royal  exterminating  order  of  Philip  II,, 
was  but  one  of  the  multitude  of  sanguinary  aeta 
which  signalized  the  reign  aad  name  of  that 
monarch,  while  the  name  of  La  Salle  is  entitled 
to  stand  high  in  the  glorious  roll  of  the  benefac- 
tors  of  mankind.  After  this  statement,  founded 
upon  the  most  authentic  documents,  the  founda- 
tion of  the  presidio  of  Texas,  in  1603,  was,  by 
your  own  showingtan  unlawful  eaoroachment 
upon  the  territories  of  France,  which,  by.  the 
first  of  the  three  principles  laid  down  by  Messrs* 
Pinckney^and  Monroe  at  Arasjuez^  and'  above 
referred  to,  extended  on  the  coast  of  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  half-way  to  the  nearest  Spanish  settle* 
ment  of  Paouiio,  namely,  to  the  Rio  Bravo^ 

Tour  ^'thorough  investigation"  o£  the  history 
of  the  original  French  settlements  at  the  Illlnoia 
and  the  Arkansas  is  as  unfortunate  and  as  wide 
from  this  facts  as  all  the  rest  of  yoi^r  disseriatioa 
upon  the  history  of  Louisiana.  The  foUowittg 
translated  extracts  from  the  work  entitled.  *'I^er- 
nidres  DecouTer^es  dans  I'Amlirique  Septentriof 
nale  de  M.  de  la  Salle,  mises  au*  jour  par  M.  le 
Chevalier  de  Tonti,  guuverneur  du  Fort  St» 
Louis,  aux  Illinoia^''  (Last  discoveries  in  North 
America  of  Mr.  de  la  Salle,  published  by  the. 
Chevalier  To»ti|  governor  of  Fort  Su  Louis  at 
the  Illinois:  Paris,  1697.)  will  furnish  you  uMre 
correct  idf as  upon  the  sutnect* 

When  La  Salle  left  his  fort,  CilveoQeor,  onlhe 
8th  of  November^  1680,  to  so  back  to  Canada 
for  supplies,  "on  the  third  day  (says  Tonti)  hp 
arrived  at  the  great  village  of  the  IlUnois^wheret 
after  having  observed  the  situation  of  ihe  coun- 
try, in  tho  midst  of  several  nations  of  the  Mi- 
amies,  Kickapoos,  Ainoos,  Me^oniaws,  and  sev^ 
eral  others,  watered  by  a  beautiful  river,  he 
thought  he  ought  to  build  a  fort  upon  a  height 
commAoding  the  whole  country,  as  well  to  make 
himself  master  of  all  these  different  tribes  as  to 
serve  as  a  retreat  and  a  rampart  for  our  French, 
people.'^  (p»  94»)  M»  de  ipb  SaJle,  after  learning 
that  his  boat  was  "lost,  was  nut  in  the  least  dis- 
composed, but  wrote  to  me  immediately,  seat  me 
with  his  letter  the  plan  of  the  fort  that  he  ha4 
desigufyl;  and  ordfved  me  to  come  and.  sec  to. 
work  upon  it  without  delay*    Tonii  aocofdinglfi 


Ducoitand  whO|  by  your  own  aecoant,  bad.  no  went}  and  beg^n  the  building,  of  the  fort,  whidi^ 


from  various,  untoward  erents,    he  waa 


royal  order  of  Philip  IL  to  exterminate  all  (ot^  obliged  to  abandon*    La  Saile  lafterwerds,  before 
eigners  penetrating  into  the  GKilf  of  Mexico»         --'——'—  »«— •: « -» -i  -  -• 

The  settlements  of  La  Salle,  therei'ore,  at  the 
hf i^d  of  the  bay  of  St*  Beroaol,  westward  of  the 
rirer  which  he  called  Rividre  aux  BosoCs,  but 
which  you  call  Colorado  of  Texas,  was  not,  as 
you  have  represented  it,  the  unauthorized  ineiir- 


rejoioing  Tonti  to  prooeed  down  tlie  river,  went 
to  the  new  fort,  aad  left  several  workmen  to  een- 
tinue,  and  some  soldiers  ta guard  '\u  But  it. wee 
upon  his  returo  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mistas" 
sifpi^  on  leaving  Micbilimaokinac,  to.  go  to. 
France,  that  be  gave  orders  to  Tonti  .ie>  fiaiah 


"  He  charged  me  witd  the  duty  to  go  and  iinish 
Fort  St.  Louis,  of  which  heff^ve  me.tbe  goa^rn-- 
ment,  with  a  full  power  to  dispose  of  the  laada 
in  the  neighborhood,  andM*tali  his  people  under 


sl^oy  it  .by  a  military  force  than  ihe  pffeseatJmy  command,  wi*h  the  exception  of  six  French 
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itten,  whom  he  took  with  him  to  accompany  him 
to  (Quebec.  We  departed  on  the  same  day-^he 
tor  Caoada,  and  I  for  the  Illinois." 

Tone!  acc<»rditiglj  finished  the  fort,  roundwhich 
a  regoUr  and  rapid  settlement  was  formed ;  and 
a  new  Ck>rernor  In  Canada  having  displaced  him 
in  the  cominandof  the  fort,  he  was  restored  to  it 
tikrough  the  inflaence  of  La  Salle,  by  a  reffnlac 
commission  froto  the  Kingf,  Lonis  XI v. 

So  mneh  for  the  settlenient  at  the  Illinois.  Ton 
liave  seen  that  when  La  Salle,  in  1683^  reiurned 
to  Francei  to  fit  oat  the  new  expedition  for  the 
month  of  the  Mississlop!,  he  ordered  T^onti,  at 
the  proper  titee,  to  go  down  from  Fort  St.  Louis 
and  me^t  him  there.  In  the  antamn  of  1684 
Tond  was  informed  by  the  Qovernor  of  Canada 
that  La  Salle  had  saiwd  from  La  Rochelle  with 
fOar  ships  for  the  Gulf  of  Me)[ico.  He  therefore 
cook  with  him  forty  men  from  Fort  St.  Loui9, 
and  went  down  the  river  to  the  gulf,  where  be 
watted  until  Skster  Monday,  1685.  for  La  Sailers 
arrival.  He  was  obliged  to  go  back  disappointed, 
and,  on  his  way  upwards,  when  he  came  to  the 
Arkansas,  he  says:  "My  French  <$ompanions, de- 
lighted with  the  beaaty  of  the  climate,  asked  my 
l^rmisaion  to  settle  there.  As  oar  intention  was 
only  to  humanize  and  civilize  the  savagefs,  by 
Associating  with  them,  I  readily  gave  my  con- 
sent. I  formed  thejplan  of  a  house  for  myself  at 
the  Arkansas.  I  left  ten  Frenchmen  of  my  com- 
pany there,  with  four  Indians,  to  proceed  with 
the  DUildiog,  and  I  gave  them  leave  to  lodffe  there 
themselves,  and  to  cultivate  as  much  of  the  land 
a«  they  could  clear.  This  little  colony  has  since 
then  so  much  increased  and  multiplied  that  it 
haabeconie  a  resting  place  for  the  Frenchmen 
who  travel  in  that  couiitry." 

I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  hear  no  more  o(  the  ibde- 

E indent  and  unconnected  Indian  colonies  of  the 
linois  and  the  Arkansas,  nor  of  the  pretended 
settlement  of  the  French  there. 

Tou  consider  the  charter  of  Lotirs  XlV.  to 
CroXit  as  a  solitary  document,  Warranted  by 
nothing  that  h^d  preceded,  and  supported  by 
nothing  that  followed  ft;  and  you  ap^ctar  to  be- 
lieve that  the  first  expedifion  to  Louisiana  was 
that  of  I69b  and  1700.    I  have  shown  yod,  sir, 
that  that  expedition  was  fitted  out,  as  it  is  repre- 
sented in  the  grknt  to  Croza^,  merely  to  carry 
into  execution  tlie  project  originally  formed'  byr 
La  Salle.    The  Mississippi,  from  nelir  its  soorce 
to  the  oc^a'a;  had  been  discovered  by  him  in  an 
e3t|)editroo  meditated  by  him  for  many  ye*r«  he- 
fdte,  for  which  be  obtained  the  authority  from 
Lot^is  XIV.,  through  the  influence  and  patronage 
of  Colbert.    The  expedition  of  Joliet,  in  1673, 
tffenn^pift  s^ys,  Was  only  an  envious  rival  attempt 
to  f(irestan  the  greitt  design  which  was  even  then 
kfiown  to  b6  intended  by  La  Salle,  and  for 
wKlcfh  he  bad  already  been  making  laborious  and 
expensive  preparations.    JToIiet  reached  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  returned  without  making  any  other 
discovery  or  any  settlement;  but  La  Salle's  un- 
dertaking has  every  characteristic  of  sublime 
genius,  magnanimous  enterjprise,  and  heroic  ex- 
ecution.   To  him,  and  to  him  alone,  the  people 


of  this  continent  are  indebted  for  the  discovery 
from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  of  the  Missrssippi, 
the  father  of  the  floods;  an^  of  the  Domberless 
millions  of  freemen  destined  in  this  and  future 
ages  to  sail  on  his  bosom,  and  dwell  along  his 
banks,  and  those  of  his  tributary  streams,  there  if 
not  one  but  will  be  deeply  indebted  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  life  to 
the  genius  and  energy  of  La  Salle. 

It  was  in  the  order  of  Providence  that  he 
should  not  live  to  accomplish  the  whole  of  hia 
undertaking,  but  that  he  should  so  nearly  accondf- 
plish  it  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  power  of  events 
that  it  should  perish  with  him.  His  project  was 
revived  immediately  after  the  peace  <n  RyswiclL 
and  settlements  were  effected  ov  D*lberville  ana 
his  brother,  neir  the  month  or  the  Mississippi^ 
upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Tliey  languished,  aa 
they  mtturally  must,  during  the  war  ofthe  Span- 
ish succession.  The  grant  to  Crozar,  after  a  very 
few  years,  was  transferred  to  the  Misstssipni 
Company,  and  soon  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
the  city  of  Ne#  Orleans  was  founded. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  if  the  Viceroy  of  MeX« 
ico  could  have  exterminated  D'lbervlile  and  his 
expedition,  no  French  settlement  on  the  gulf 
would  have  been  made.  The  Spanish  establish* 
ment  at  Pensaeola  had  been  made  only  one 
month  befonR  be  aiYfved  there,  and,  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  hkn,  tne  Spaniards  pro- 
tested even  i^ainst  his  entering  the  Mississippi. 
So  it  Wto  afterwards;  when  the  French  settle* 
ment  wts  made  at  Natchitoches,  immediately 
afterwards  was  founded  th^  post  at  Adaes.— 
Whereyer  a  Frenchman  took  a  sear,  there  ap- 
peared a  Spaniard  froih  Mexicor  to  dispute  his 
riffht  to  it :  but  the  original  uistirpation,  which 
vitiated  air  those  that  followed,  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  presidio  of  Texai,  after  extirpating 
the  settlement  of  La  Salle  at  the  Bay  of  St. 
Bernard.  And'  so  far  was  France  from  re- 
nouncing or  abdtctftfng  any  part  of  the  right 
asserted  m  th€f  charter  to  Cfozat,  that,  under  the 
Misstssrppi  Company,  M.  de  Bourmon  was  ap- 
pointed, with  a'Miiary.  as  commandant  on  the 
Missouri,  and  Bernard  Ik  Harpe  commandant  for 
the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard.  In  August,  1721,  he 
w^nt  there,  and  left  a  new  impression  of  the  arms 
of  France,  as  a  cOnrtinoed'  assertion  of  the  title. 
A  vessel,  commanded  by  fierebger,  had  been  sent 
tfaer^.  and  had  left  asergeant  and  thr^e  mM  the 
year  before.  The  correspondence  between  Be  la 
Harpe  and  D'Altarconne  shows  the  respective 
etaiihs  both  of  France  and  Spain  at  that'  time; 
nor  do  they  appear  to  have  been,  nor  hav6  you 
exhibited  any  document  to  show  that  they  had 
been,  in  any  manner  vtried,  until  the  cession  of 
theprovince  to  Spain,  in  November,  1762. 

Tou  affirm  that,  from  the  year  lt)93,  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas  has  continued  in  perfect  tranqoil- 
lity  under  the  Spanish  Government,  and  no  fur- 
ther attempts  were  made  by  the  French 'to  pene* 
trate  into  any  part  of  it."  The  letter  of  M.  de  la 
Harpe  to  Don  Martin  D^Atarconne,  of  8th  Juiy^ 
1719,  is  sufficient  to  refute  this  assertion. 
Ton  assert  that  the  French  settlements  of  Nat- 


X7«? 


APPBNDI3L 


17-18 


RdaUotu  with 


o. 


chez  and  Natchitoches  were  made  only  through 
the  sufferance  or  permission  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernors, for  the  sole  purpose  of  trading  with  the 
Indians.  We  say  that  you  have  not  a  particle  of 
evidence  to  support  this  assertion,  and  that  the 
whole  tenor  ol  the  historical  evideuce  is  to  the 
contrary ;  that  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  partic- 
ularly, was  estahlished  with  the  deliherate  pur- 
pose of  preventing  a  Spanish  estahlishment  there, 
and  that  the  mission  of  St.  Michael  at  the  Adaes 
was  founded  after  it.  and  in  opposition  to  it. 
You  admit,  yourself,  that  although  positive  orders 
were  issued  hy  the  Spanish  Qovernors  to  drive 
ihe  French  from  the  whole  district,  and  to  de- 
stroy both  the  posts  of  Natchez  and  Natchitoches, 
yet  the  officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
orders,  after  advancing  with  a  sufficient  force  for 
that  purpose,  acceded  to  the  proposals  of  the 
French  at  Natchitoches,  that  Arroyo  Hondo, 
midway  between  Natchitoches  and  Adaes,  should 
be  considered  as  the  dividing  line  until  the  deter- 
termination  of  the  (wo  Courts ;  which  state  of 
thin^,  you  say,  continued  until  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  to  Spain,  in  1762.  What  clearer 
proof  could  be  reauired  that  the  French  never 
renounced  their  claim  to  the  countries  watered 
by  the  Mississfppi  and  its  branches;  and  that 
Spain  has  nothioj^  to  oppose  to  that  claim,  which 
she  might  not  with  as  much  force  oppose  to  the 
right  of  France  to  every  other  part  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana  ? 

You  allege  ihat^upon  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  Spain,  a  memoir  of  its  proper  extent  and  lim- 
its was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Kerlet,  who  had  been 
many  years  Governor  of  the  province,  and  de- 
livered by  the  Duke  de  Choiaeui  to  the  Spanish 
Ambassador  at  Paris,  as  a  supplement  to  the  act 
of  cession;  that  this  memoir  contained  a  descrip- 
tion of  its  proper  extent  and  limits,  and  agreed 
substantially  with  vour  assertions.  Permit  me 
to  observe,  that,  haa  you  produced  the  memoir 
itself,  it  might  be  a  subject  of  reply  or  of  remark ; 
that;  not  having  produced  it,  you  cannot  expect 
itsiiottld  be  considered  as  possibly  differing  in 
substance  from  the  charter  of  Louis  XIV.,  by 
which  alone  Louisiana  had  been  held,  or  from 
the  subsequent  memoir  of  the  Count  de  Yer-» 
gennes :  and  that  the  rishts  of  the  United  States 
can  as  little  be  affected  oy  secret  memoirs  as  by 
imaginary  treaties  or  exterminating  royal  ordera 
of  Philip  II.  With  rmrd  to  your  offer  of  fur- 
ther demonstrations  or  the  Spanish  title,  if  thev 
are  of  the  like  description  with  these,  you  wiU 
do  well  to  spare  yourself  and  me  the  waste  of 
time  which,  it  would  take  to  produce  and  to  no- 
tice them. .  You  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  your  master,  that 
Spain  has  an  indisputable  right  to  all  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  that  His  Majestv  has 
resolved  to  claim  it  solely  with  a  view  to  adhere 
to  the  uii  pomdetia  of  1764.  If,  sir,  you  will 
exhibit  any  evidence  of  rij^ht  in  Spain  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  it  will  be  considered 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  all 
the  attention  to  which  it  can  be  entitled.  In  the 
meantime,  you  cannot  but  perceive  that  this  pre- 


tension is  utterlv  incompatible  both  with  that 
advanced  in  another  part  of  your  note,  of  a  right 
in  Spain  to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  with  that  of  the  uii  poasidetU  of 
1764. 

The  question  of  disputed  boundaries  between 
European  settlements  in  America  is  not  new. 
From  the  nature  of  those  settlements,  the  im- 
perfect geographical  knowledge  possessed  by  all 
the  parties  to  them  of  the  countries  where  they 
formed  their  establishments,  and  the  fi^raspin^ 
spirit  by  which  they  were  all  more  or  less  ani- 
mated 10  forming  them,  it  was  inevitable  that 
disputed  boundaries  should  be  an  appendage  to 
them  all.  Of  this  spirit  of  boundless  ambition 
Spain  gave  the  most  memorable  example  by  the 
original  pretension  of  engrossing  to  herself  the 
whole  American  hemisphere.  The  common 
sense  and  common  feeling  of  mankind  could  not, 
and  did  not,  long  tolerate  this  assumption.  With 
what  lingering  reluctance,  and  by  what  ungra- 
cious gradations,  Spain  was-  compelled  to  recede 
from  it,  is  notorious  in  the  annals  of  the  last 
three  centuries ;  but  it  is  among  the  most  curious 
characteristics  of  your  notes  to  show  that  she 
clings  to  these  long-exploded  pretensions  still. 
You  have  not  scrupled,  even  at  this  day.  to  style 
the  most  ancient  settlements  of  other  European 
nations  in  America  "attempts  to  disturb  the 
Spaniards  in  their  possessions  in  the  new  world." 

You  recall  to  mind,  with  exultation,  as  if  point- 
ing to  the  most  splendid  monuments  of  Spanish 
glory,  the  ferociousness  with  which  they  attacked, 
and  made  prisoners,  and  put  to  death,  and  over- 
threw, dissipated,  and  destroyed  the  forts  and 
settlements  of  Francis  Ribant,  and  R6n6  de  Lau- 
donnidre,  the  companion  of  Coligny.  You  recite 
with  triumph  the  expedition  of  Alonzo  de  Leon 
to  scour  the  country  and  hunt  out  the  wretched 
remnant  of  the  brave  and  enterprising  but  unfor- 
tunate La  Salle's  establishment.  You  record,  as 
one  of  your  proudest  title-deeds,  the  rigorous  ex- 
ecution of  the  sentence  of  m  court  martial  upon 
the  Spanish  Governor  ot  Adaes,  Sandoval,  for 
yielding  a  musket-shot's  length  of  ground  to  the 
French  Governor  of  Natchitoches,  suffering  un- 
der the  calamity  of  an  Inundation*  You  call  the 
whole  colony  of  Louisiana  an  intrusive  estab- 
lishment ;  style  the  authentic  charter  of  Louis 
XIV.  the  absurd  and  despicable  act  of  a  disordered 
imagination ;  assert  more  than  once  a  right  of 
Spain  to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Gulf  of 
Idexico ;  and  talk  of  the  territory  and  dominions 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain  as  if  we  were  living  in 
the  age  qf  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  or  of  Charles 
the  Fifth. 

To  all  such  pretensions  on  the  part  of  Spain. 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  United 
States  can  never  accede.  The  President  is  will- 
ing to  hope  that  the  time  will  come  when  your 
Government  will  become  sensible  of  the  useiess- 
ness  of  resorting  to  them. 

From  the  tilaae  when  the  establishments  of 
European  nations  on  these  continents  became 
common,  and  their  respective  claims  of  territory 
under  the  charters  of  their  Sovereigns  were 
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Iband  to  interfere  with  one  another,  reiismi,  jat- 
tiee.  and  neecesity,  eonenrred  in  pointing  oot 
to  them  eertaitt  roles  and  principles  for  the  ad- 
Jostmeot  of  their  eonflieting  elaims.  By  these 
rales  and  principles  we  are  willing  that  theqae»- 
tinn  of  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana  may 
he  dteided.  Till  Spain,  who  has  repeatedly  ac- 
ceded to  them  heretofore,  shall  be  prepared  to 
ubide  by  them  on  this  occasion,  it  will  be  of  little 
avail  to  pvisne  a  discnssion  upon  which  the  prin- 
ciples 01  the  parties  are  utterly  irreconcileable 
tosMtber. 

with  regard  to  the  third  of  the  sobieefs  of 
difReience  between  Spain  and  the  United  States 
that  remain  to  be  adjusted,  the  claims  of  indem* 
nifieation  for  injuries^  losses,  and  damages,  suf- 
fered by  American  citizens  from  Spanish  author- 
ities and  subjects,  and  within  Spanish  jurisdic- 
tion, I  flatter  m]|[self,  from  the  tenor  of  your 
nete,  devoted  particularly  to  the  consideration  of 
this  pointy  that  it  is  not  absolutely  unsusceptible 
of  being  broufi^ht  to  a  favorable  issue.  You  ex- 
press the  willingness  of  your  Government  to  re- 
aame  the  unratified  convention  of  1802,  and  to 
oxtend  its  stipulations  to  the  cases  of  complaint 
of  •  similar  character  to  those  provided  for  in  it, 
which  have  since  that  time  accrued.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  intention  of  this  Government  that 
its  engagements  should  be  reciprocal;  and  if 
this  was  not  expressly  declared  in  my  note  of 
the  16th  of  January,  it  was  mei^ly  because  the 
President  was  not  aware  that  an^  such  claims 
of  Spanish  subjects  for  indemnities  from  the 
American  Government  were  in  existence.  lam 
authorised  to  assure  you  that  there  will  be  no 
difficultf  in  including  any  soch  as  may  exist  in 
the  convention,  and  la  making  tho  United  States 
answerable  for  all  indemnities  which  may  be 
justly  due  by  them»  As  you  have  also  been  em- 
powered to  include  the  cases  of  injuries  and 
losses  erf"  the  citixens  ti  the  United  States,  in 
eoas^uence  of  the  suppresnon  by  the  Spanish 
ioten^ant  of  the  depooite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  37th  of  October,  1795, 
it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  reply  to  your 
objections  against  the  admissiott  of  those  claims. 
I  the  more  readily  pass  over  that  argument,  be- 
cause, as  it  is  merely  a  repetition  of  what  was 
nrged  on  the  same  point  by  Mr.  Gevallos  in 
1805,  it  may  suffice  to  refer  you,  for  a  full  and 
eomplete  refuuitien  of  it,  to  the  letter  from 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  to  him  of  the  26<h 
of  Februsry  of  that  year. 

But  eveu  upon  this  branch  of  the  negotiation, 
it  is  with  regret  that  the  President  perceives  a 
persevering  determination  of  your  GTovemmeot 
to  exclude  from  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
missioners for  settling  indemnities  the  eases  of 
American  sufferers  by  Fsench  spoliations  com* 
asitted  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  In  an* 
aw«r  to  your  reference  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Cevalios  on  this  point,  in  his  notes  to  Messrs. 
Pinckney  and  Monroe  of  February  10  and  BAarch 
5,  [4J  1805,  it  will  be  suflfeient  for  me  to  refer 
you  to  their  kitefs  to  him  of  dSih  January,  13th 
and  Mth  Febmasy,  Sth  Blateh,  9ih  April,  and 


IMi  May,  with  the  statement  Aen  mado  by 
them  of  French  captures  of  American  vessels 
carried  into  the  |>orts  of  Spain,  and  the  demeih' 
stration  that  no  indemnity  for  any  one  of  thoee 
cases  had  even  been  'demanded  by  the  Americnn 
Government  of  France,  much  less  provided  for 
in  the  conventions  between  the  United  States 
and  France  of  1800  and  1803.  When  you  say 
that  "  no  reply  was  made,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Sutes.  weakening  in  the  least  the  foroe 
of  the  principles  and  the  truth  of  the  facts  on 
which  the  opposition  of  Spain  to  a  responsibility 
for  those  damaged  and  injuries  was  founded,"  n 
is  impossible  to  accoCnt  for  your  assertion  birt 
by  supposing  you  have  not  been  furni^ed  by 
yoOr  (Mvernment  with  a  copy  of  the  above-me»- 
tioned  statement.  I  therefore  now  enclose  (Sr. 
No.  5)  a  copy  of  it,  in  which  you'  will  find  how 
grossly  mistaken,  with  regard  to  the  facts,  are 
all  the  allcffations  in  the  letter  of  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Admiral  Gra^ 
Vina,  of  27th  July,  1804,  of  which  you  have  in- 
serted in  your  note  an  entire  copy,  and  of  which 
Mr.  Gevallos  had  already  ^vored  Messrs.  Pinck- 
ney and  Monroe  with  an  extract. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  present  some  obviou* 
remarks  upon  the  frequent  appeals  to  the  opin» 
ions  and  assertions  of  France,  (under  tfaegor- 
ernment  of  Napoleon,)  in  reference  to  the  con- 
troversy between  the  United  States  and  Spun, 
which  were  made  by  Mr.  Gevallos  at  Aranjues, 
in  1805.  and  which  are  now  repented  by  you  with 
as  mucn  confidence  as  if  yoU'  considered  France^ 
as  then  governed,  the  most  imfvbirtial  of  umpires, 
and  the  most  disinterested  of  friends. 

At  that  time,  when  these  opinions  and  repc^ 
sentations  of  France  were  alleged  by  Mr.  Geval- 
los, they  were  answered  by  the  American  Miais» 
ters  with  the  ftrmness  which  became  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  great  and  independent  nation,  and 
with  the  sentiment  at  once  of  their  country's 
dignity,  and  of  the  respect  due  to  the  Govern* 
ment  or  France,  with  which  the  United  Slates 
were  in  amity.  With  regard  to  the  eastern  lim- 
its of  Louisiana,  they  observed  that,  the  question 
depending  upon  the  construction  of  a  treaty  to 
which  the  United  States  were  a  party,  the  opia*^ 
ion  of  France  concerning  it  coula  be  of  no  man 
weight  in  itself  than  that  of  the  United  States) 
that,  in  adopting  the  phraseology  of  the  Treaty 
of  St.  Ildefonso,  when  France  declined  substitik* 
tin^a  more  specific  definition  of  boundaries,  the 
United  States  could  not  be  supposed  to  have  sub- 
jected themselves  to  the  subsequent  explanatory 
restriction  by  France  ef  that  which  she  then 
chose  to  leave  standing  upon  the  force  of  tiM 
terms  themselves  i  and  that,  the  deliveiy  of  the 
province  by  the  commissiotfer  of  France  to  the 
United  States  having  been  without  any  limHa* 
tion,  it  wasiobvious  that  he  had  recti veo  it  alike 
without  iimitatlon. 

With  res{)eet  to  the  French  spoliations  withsn 
Spanish  jurisdiction,  while  the  interest  of  Franct 
was  so  immediate  and  direct  as  to  take  from  her 
opinion  all  right  to  the  consideration  due  no  an 
impartial  afbitrator,  it  was  supposed  that  tho 
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loiiK^.KmffQn  aiid  tlM  mpf t  «)M^9if ocfi  de- 
DKPABiraiiap  WM  gi^ea  tduit  bo  iikdtmmif  at  latr 
itiiiclion  bid  Wen  re«ei7«ed,  or  eyen  deipandfd, 
IdHH  Frii4>«e  y  the  Vu^d  Slaiiw  far  this  d«- 

At  th»«  dar  y<>vr  QQr«fpiiif»t  miipt  ^-nwafe 

that  ike  umpirage,  ^i|d  «T<» .  tlia  Qi^mopv,  of 
r^BOoe  npoo  Uuese  qiMUiionf,  wae  liBhU  io  oukff 
And  UUI  mw»  decifiva  obj^cti^na.  Of  \h9  wee 
wkkh  France  wAe^lreadf  i|iakiDg,.aBd  wi^e  fur- 
llier  ce#iei»pUtiAg  io  .i^eM.  of  Bpaiii,  «f  ber 
iieveeilies  and  j^eeieioBi,  oot  ooly  in  Hwo^f^  \mi 
jp  everfr  oiket  (^i^ar^r  pf'  ^e  globe,  iitUe  Be^d» 
fe  be  pnid.  Tb«t  «bke  wa»4)9pYerUDg  to  iwno^ 
of  bar  Qvn  bU  Ibe  raiPHr^eB  of  Spain,  bee  b^ten, 
fll^e  tben,  too  sigpaUir  lOBnifested  to  the  world 
to  nrcpiine  fur iber  eUoidBti^p.  It  was  iiUipQesible 
for  her  to  recogniee  tba^  fifwin  wae  bound  to 
iBdenoify  the  united  States  for  the  sfK^liBtione 
of  FtOBOh  Of  uieers  witbia  Spanitb  jurifMlicticvL 
witboAt  lacknowkdging  b^rsejf  tbe  debtof  or 
Spgin  to  ibe  saaae  MooMott  To  call  for  per  tei- 
^BMBy,  ^erefore^  waa  to  olBi4n  her  oa  b  wkneee 
in  her  own  cau^e ;  f o  appeal  lo  her  oPiBiOBff  vae 
IP  moke  bar  t  bo  judge  ot  her  own  delinqi^eneiea. 
Br  eonnceaanciog  Spain  in  ine  denial  pf  jtietiee 
t^  ot)^r^  abe  did  hot  rfteerve  her  oa  b  rieber 
atpoilfor  hpieelfs  Bor  oan  it  be  diaseoibled  tbot 
|£e  cHQOBfae  of  .^paipt  A)n  ibf^t  ooeaaipo,  WBa 
mAMt  Io  Uiie  predomipiiiing  power  thao  l»  M»e 
jiM(i«i.  of  Fcaoee.  Tba^^  c^^ierTataona  are  node, 
jaol  with  the  ?iev  pf  imoaching  Spain  pov  for 
iheoonf  lianofa  Fith  prhich  she  then  aoaght^aBd 
obtained  the  deolaTa(tiop»a  of  France  ia  her  Sbtot 
^•B  her  ooAtrpieraioa  wMh  the  United  Siftes, 
hnt  to  abow  tbe  a<did  «Ad  irrefregable  gronnda 
HfM  which  tha<  Uaifed  Sutet  majr  refnae  all 
^lofenoe  fof  tho  ppinioo8,.BBd  die^law  aU  Of  edit 
to-tbe.atat«P)«B(a  of  Franco* 

At  tho  tiiQ0  when  Franoe  bad  ceded  Loniaiano 
I0:the  United &Bte8,  hocgood  efficea  with  Spain 
10  aeeufe  the  aoqniaitiQp  pf.FJiKida  to  the  United 
Seateeihad  been  eipUoulv  puc^iiaed.  The  letter 
of  Mr.^nroe  ¥>  Mr.  TaUeyrand,  of  8Ui  No* 
gemher,  1804,  in  semiading  h^m  of  ihat  eni^go- 
Bieiil,  bad  anSpienilv  abown  that  the  OoTeror 
Boniof  the  United  States^jji  cajlling  ^pop^xaBCO 
for  ihe  pcrfonpao^e  of  hor  promiae,  had  no  inr 
lenibp  of  admitUag  hoc  to  erbitfoie  upon  tho 
eatiom  of  the  coneewMpn  i^hioh  had  beee  jnade 
bf  hefaolf.  Trqe  U  i#  tbtit ahe.not  ooly  e^ponaed 
the  aido  of  ^p»in,  aa  oopaidering  it  her  o^n,  b<U 
eheeven  atimnlniod  Spain  to  the  denial  of  joatioo 
to  Ibe  United  Siatflp.  ^  her  motives,  ii  Spnip 
ooBld  bo  dooUfnl  pf  ibam  then,  sapai  be  obttBid* 
BBtly  notorionf  naw^  it  could  soBrcely  have  been 
expected  iJm  Spaia  ah<Mi|d  aiill  lecpr  to  them  as 
cmiii^  10  tbe  hW^^^^^  xonaidoBaMoB  or  eredil* 
«  There  ia  »o  principle  of  the  lav  of  nauona 
more  firmly  esiablished  than  thnt  which  entit^ea 
Iho  property  of  atri^ngora  wiihio  the  juii2)4iAtion 
•f  4  country  in  tciend^hitp  with  their  owa  to  the 

Eotection  of  ita  So5ri^eign  by  all  the  efibrta  ip 
a  power.    Thie  coounoo  rule  of  interconrae 
beHweoB  all  civilized  naiiona  hfia,  betfreen  tho 


Uiiitod  StPtfo  and  SpaiOvtthe  femilieroiDd  aab^ 
omn  eopetion  of  an  expheaa  9iJpidalion  byireaiy. 
In  violation  both  of  the  .comtBQO  oaage  of  nor 
tlona  Bod  of  ihe  expreea  promiae  of  Spain  ia 
tho  4roBty,  ne^l|r  iwo  hoodred  Teeeeia  aad  their 
oargooai  beloagiog  to  oittaene  of  tho  Unieed 
SiBtea,  wore  aeiaed,  annoy  of  ibem  ,wilbiB  the 
territorial  limata  of  Spoin,  and  pndor  ihefcaBBop 
of  ber.£»rMteeae8,  by  French  cmiaerat  .andedl  of 
theaa  were  oondomaed  within  Spaiush  JnriB* 
dictioB« 

You  allege,  ^ra<.  that  Spain  baa,  in  the m^ 
40  Irhioh  rmreoeo  ia  pow  made,  Bdnally  cavried 
iotooffeot  the  obUgaiiope  opnliBotad  by  troaiy ; 
that  abe  hat  und  all  hor  efforts  forihotdefenco 
itpd  protecAloB  of  ihia  proDorty.  But  in  what 
have  tbeae  eS^iiia  eenaieaed  7  Theee  wone  not 
eoaea  of  yeiaela .  seined  hf  aoddea  Tiotenoe,  and 
parried  away  beyond  her  jariediiction,  hefbre  the 
officeea  oppointed  fof  the  eseootion  of  h^r  faawa 
ponjd  be  aporixed  of  the  wreog,  and  enmmoBod 
to  the  periormanee  of  their  <MtieB.  They  ana 
not  caeea  of  oleadeaiipe  doprodatioBs,  cindiBg 
tbe  vigiloape  of  the  naagiattBioas  they  are  oaaeo 
of  friendly  merobania  Bod  nafigBtora,  fre^nonir 
log  the  poria  of  Spaip.upoa  (he  faith  of  (featiea^ 
and  for  puipoaea  of  b  mutUBl  beneficial  intei^ 
oonnM*-ceized,  some  of  ihomi  in  the  .very  bBO- 
boBs  of  Spain,  by  ibreign  croiaora,  dragged  on 
Spanish  jfronnd  hefbre  a  forpign  Conaai,  and 
there  plandefed  of  their  property  before  the  finer 
of  oil  the  lawful  authorities  of  Spain,  who  noir 
ther  .rpiee  a  ? oiee  nor  lift  an  arm  for  iheir  d»* 
fence.  What,  'then,  hwi e  been  ail  (bo  cfforia  af 
Spain  for  tho  proiootipo  of  thia  property,  conr 
formahly  to  the  teeaiy  t 

Yon  any.  meondl§f^  thai  fipnoa  waa.  not  .reapoa^ 
aible  for  theao  depiedationa,  becanse  thay  ween 
mode  by  a  notion  with  which  the  Uniiad  Staiep 
were  no^  at  war;  and  thia  you  any  imoaediatcij 
after  ^loatiog  the  wordi  of  the  sixth  artiola  oif 
Ibe  treaty,  exprfxaly  sdpalating  proteettiiB  and 
def^poe  in  tho  ports  of  Bpain  to  the  va saela  aaii 
other  effecta  of  ciMseaa  of  the  United  8u|ea^ 
^  whether  they  are  at  war  or  ool  witjh  tho  Fower 
whoae  suhjeetpiiOiYo  laken  poaaeaeion  of  (ho  spdd 
offieots." 

You  obseBve,ihard;^  Ihat  Ffance  and  Spain 
were  then  alUea  in  a  war  agaiaat  Sngiand,  aad 
that  Spain  cpuld  not  prevent  ibe  onvateeca  of 
her  ally  £rom  entering  her  paria.  Ilut  it  ia  ant 
Ihat  the  French  privateera  were  alio  wad  to.ooiar 
the  ports  of  Spam  of  which  the  United  Statna 
oomplalBi  bat  that  th^  wece  .aafiBDed  to  make 
prigos,  end  tho  Fceaoh  GonsMlo  toenndeout.them 
within  the4erfiA0fial  jttriadiotioQiof  Spain.  Yon 
refer  to  the  4eoiaioa  of  a  anbordinaio  firiciah 
court  of  adioiiaUy  4hat  the  prisea  of  a  bolligot 
rent  may  be  oprriod  iolo  the  poda  of  an  afif, 
%nd  tfee^e  law/ully  oondemaed^  bat  arnety  y.att 
do  not  mean  to  ooniond  that  the  deeiaione.of  aa 
odmiralty  oopri  of  one  nation  ooastttoto  tho  law 
of  nation^  oa  oaa  arao.  be  addaeed  bo  oathoricy 
for  others*  Of  Ihia  ptinciple,  at  lease,  there  <|8^n 
he  no  doubt,  that.an  alliattce  between  ivo  natione 
eannot  absoLva  aither  of  ihemfroaLthe^liga* 
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<iiNit  ^  pit fiMlB  irMlMt.  Nmt,  Ike  tftatf  Im- 
tween  Spain  mnd  tk«  United  SMtef,  bf  wlii«h 
Spain  wtv  (>onnd  to  proiaet  ibe  property  «f 
AuMrican  oitiitas  witbin  bar  jnrisdiotioo,  ^as 
coaeiuded  befofa  itiealiiauae  betwaen  Spain  and 
Fraaaa  had  baea  aoatradad ;  aad  tba  allianea 
eaald  in  nowise  impair  tba  rif  his  of  tha  aitixans 
of  tba  Uoiiad  States  to  the  pratactioa  of  tbair 
ptopofiy,  sttpalattd  in  tbair  ibvor  bf  the  aoiaoe- 
dent  aogagement  of  Spain. 

Year  foofth  and  last  eapadieatfor  iviiaving 
Spaia  from  respooeibilfty  lor  these  losses  and  w- 
jovies,  saArred  by  Amerieaaeitisene  oj^a  bar 
territory, is  the  posiiife assert ioa  tbatsatisfaetton 
bas  alleady  bean  made  for  them  by  France ;  yoor 
only  raneher  for  wbieh  is  the  tetter  of  97th  Jnly, 
1904)  from  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  Admiral  Gratina. 
The  aaNTttons  of  that  tetter  I  bate  tfaowa,  by 
referanoe  to  indispntable*  doeomantf,  are  utterly 
wirboat  foondation. 

Yovr  snbseiinent  offer  of  tbe  good  eflioes  of 
year  Gtoternmeal  near  that  ef  the  present  Oonrt 
of  Praaoeto  obtain  iodemaiiies  fer  Ameriean  eiti- 
aeas  for  FrentSh  depredations  caramitted  within 
Spanish  jarisdiotioo,  by  firine  of  an  allianee  be- 
tweaa  Spain  and  Napoleon,  yon  doubclees  did 
not  expect  to  be  accepted.  It  is  to  Spain  alone, 
air,  that  tbe  United  States  stiit  look,  and  will 
aontiane  to  fook,  as  tliey  atw^s  have  looked,  for 
•those  iodeaanitiee  for  which  Spain  akmo  is  re- 
sponsible to  them.  1  am  instructed  to  renew  to 
yon  the  declaration  repeatedly  mada^by  tbe  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States  to  yoar  QoTerntnent 
at  Araajuec,  in  1805,  that  no  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment can  be  made  of  tbe  differeniies  between  the 
two  countries  which  shall  not  include  tbe  adjust* 
ment  of  these  injuries. 

Before  bringing  this  reply  to  yoor  four  sucaes- 
sira  notes  to  a  close,  it  is  neceesary  to  advert  to 
aaveral  incidental  assertions  and  remarks,  which 
you  faaire  made  in  reiatlon  to  tbe  negotiation  at 
Aranjaea,  equally  destirate  of  foundation  with 
the  claims  and  preteosiotis  to  which  this  letter 
has  already  replied. 

In  your  aoie  of  tbe  29th  December,  yon  affirm 
that  the  negotiatioo  at  Aranjoez  was  ^*  early  In- 
terrupted ;''  and  in  that  of  tbe  24tb  January,  to 
oonirm  tbe  assertion,  Ibat,  if  all  the  differences 
beiwaen  ibe  two  countries  have  not  loag  since 
been  adjasted,it  has  not  depended  upon  the  Oov- 
amawnt  of  Spain,  you  say  that  this  is  <^  evident, 
beyond  tba  possibiiity  of  denial,  from  tbe  afficiaf 
oorrespondeoce  between  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
Miniat*  of  State  and  iha  Plentpetentiaries  of 
tha  Amaricaa  Qovernroent,  wbo  suspended  and 
gave  up  the  negotiation  «t  Aranjaez,  after  having 
obstinately  refuaed  'to  accept  the  modifications, 
founded  on  strict  justice,  which  were  proposed 
by  tba  Spaniah  Cbverainent.'' 

The  aegatiation  of  ibe  apecial  missian  of  tbe 
United  Statec  at  Aranjaea,  in  1806,  occupied  a 
period  cf  nearly  five  maetbs,  from  tbe  beainning 
of  January,  when  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  at  Madrid, 
to  tha  SSd  of  May,  when  he  took  leave  of  tbe 
King  10  reeum  to  London.  In  his  address  to  tbe 
'King  oo  that  ^aasioa,  be  eaid :  ^Oa  my  arrival 


%iffe  I  bad  tba  banor  to  ascuva  yoar  Majeeiy  tff 

tbe  high  considefBtion  of  my  Oavemment  f^r 

yoar  Majesty's  persoa  and  Goverameat.    I  iban 

hoped  10  have  had  the  baaor  Co  conclude  the  spe* 

with  which  1  was  charged,  in  con 


ctal 

jmotion  with  the  Minister  Plenipotenti'arv  near 
your  Majeeiy,  to  the  advaataga  and  sativfactlon 
of  both  parties;  but,  being  disappointed  la  thie 
respact,  all  oar  ptoposltiaas  having  been  rejecieid, 
nnd  none  others  aver  offered  oo  tbe  part  of  your 
Majesty's  Oavemment,  though  often  invited,  It 
is  my  duty  to  retain  to  my  sutton  at  Londea.^ 
This  aaserliaa,  made  to  the  King  of  Spain  in  per- 
san,  at  the  dose  of  that  mission,  was  fully  war* 
raoted  by  the  tmnsactions  under  it.  Bvery  one  of 
the  topics  now  Included  in  your  four  notes,  as  eiki- 
braeing  all  the  subjects  of  difference  between  tba 
two  coantrice,  was  discassed  at  great  length,  muffb 
in  tba  same  manner  which  you  have  now  insisted 
upon  repeating.  The  questions  of  indemoitieiifolr 
spoliations.  Spanish  and  French,  and  for  tbe  iup- 
presskm  or  the  depoeite  at  New  Orleans^of  the 
eastern  and  of  the  western  boundary  of  Louisi- 
ana, ware  deecanted  upon  with  pertinacity  as  in- 
de&tiaably  by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  as  by  your- 
self. Ha  bestowed  as  many  pages  upon  tbe  tenm 
retroeede  and  rttroceancn  as  you  have  done.  Ha 
appealed  with  equsl  confidoioe*  and  alacrity  to 
the  apiaians,  and  cited  with  equal  eamplacanoy 
tbe  testimontals  of  tbe  Ministers  of  Napoleco, 
and  reminded  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Finobaoy^ 
withasatisfaetioa  not  inferior  to  vour  own,  or 
the  *<  very  pointed"  manner  in  which  the  Frenob 
Minister  or  Foreign  Rebitions,  Mr.  Talleyrand, 
announetng  the  aeatiments  of  His  imperial  lia- 
jeety,  observed,  that  **  to  make  known- tha  righta 
wbieh  France  had  acquired,  was  to  in4icate  tba 
eiMcnt  and  tbe  limits  of  those  which  ebe  tsane- 
mittad  to  the  Federal  Government."  To  averp- 
thing  that  bad  the  aemUanca  of  reason  aad  aiwo- 
ment,  addoced  ia  tbe  successive  notes  of  w. 
Cevallos,  the  Ameriean  Miniiters  temperate^ 
and  patiently  replied ;  they  unfolded,  with  a  dean* 
nase  nnd  precision  to  -wbicb  nothing  can  now  be 
added,  tbaelaime  of  tbe  United  States,  and  tba 
faets  aad  principles  by  which  they  ivere  cup^ 
ported.  They  proposed,  at  the  commencement 
of.  the  negotiation,  a  proiet  of  a  convientton  for 
tii«  adjustment  or  all  tne  interests  fo  dispute. 
After  all  tha  subjects  had  been  thoroughly  dia- 
onssed  tliay  presented  a  second  projat,  modified 
in  tha  moat  conciliatory  spirit  of  accommodation 
to  Spaia.  They  invited,  and  reitemted,  aimoat 
to  impoitunily,  tbe  invitation  to  a  aounter-projat, 
or  proposals  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Spanish  Gkivem- 
uMiit.  These  unwearied  efibrts  were  met  by  a 
constant,  invariable,  inflesible  refosal,  either  en 
acoept  their  proposals,  or  to  make  lo  them  ang 
whatBoea<er  ia  return. 

Yon  apeak  of  tbe  titles,  dates,  dacamants,  ant 
acgumentoj  produced  on  the  **  part  of  Spaia,  at 
tbat  nagotiation,  inoontestaMy  proving,  by  abund- 
ant and  irresistible  evidence,  the  rights  of  the 
Spanieh  monarchy  to  tba  territory  ia  question*'^ 

if  such  bad  been  the  focts,  where  arould  bathe 
pretence  that  tba  American  Mfaiitteia  bad  pre- 
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««iQr«if  tatpeod^d  or  gireo  ap  the  oegotittMB  ? 
But  Mr.  Cf  valiios  iHroduced  bo  such  titles,  dates, 
or  documents  j  the  only  title  ever  alleged  by  him 
lA  support  of  the  pretensions  of  Spam  was  the 
title  01  retrocession^  applied  to  the  Treaty  of  St. 
Ildefonso;  the  only  date  was  that  of  1690,  which 
he  assigned  as  the  period  of  the  first  Spanish  set- 
tlement of  Texas,  which  date  was  fi?e  years  later 
than  the  settlement  of  La  Salle,  at  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard ;  and  the  only  doenmeDts  were 
the  dictatorial  and  menacing  testimonials  of  the 
French  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations.  That  all 
tbe  titles,  dates,  and  documents  then  referred  to 
were  insufficient,  in  the  estimation  of  your  own 
GoYernment.  to  establish  the  richts  which  you 
hft¥e  claimeo,  is  manifest  from  tie  efforts  which 
you  have  made  to  bring  forward  others,  and  from 
the  character  of  those  to  which  yoa  have  resorted 
—an  unknown,  and,  as  it  is  believed,  imaginary 
treaty  of  1764,  and  >  royal  exterminating  order 
of  Philip  II. 

You  perceive,  sir,  that  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  is  not  prepared  either  to  renounce 
any  of  the  claims  which  it  has  been  so  long  urg- 
ing upon  the  justice  of  Spain,  or  to  acquiesce  in 
any  of  those  arguments  which  appear  to  you  so 
laminous  and  i'rresistible. 

Determined  to  pursue  the  establishment  of 
their  rights  as  lone  as  by  any  possibility  they  can 
be  pursued  througa  the  paths  of  peace,  they  have 
acquiesced,  as  the  Message  of  the  Pf  esident  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Conffress 
has  informed  yoo,  in  that  policy  of  Spain  which 
has  hitherto  procrastinated  the  amicable  adjust- 
aM&t  of  these  interests,  not  from  any  insensibility 
to  their  importance  to  this  Union,  nor  from  any 
indifiiereace  to  the  object  of  being  upon  cordial 
tenons  of  harmony  with  Spain,  but  because  peace 
is  among  the  dearest  and  most  earnest  objects  of 
•tbeir  poucy }  and  because  they  have  considered, 
.and  still  consider  it  more  con^^nial  to  the  princi- 
|tle»  of  humanity,  and  to  the  permanent  w.elfare 
of  both  nations,  to  wait  for  the  favorable  opera- 
tion of  time  upon  the  prejudices  and  passions 
opposed  to  themi  than  to  resort  to  the  unnecessary 
agieney  of  force.  Alter  a  lapse  of  thirteen  years 
ToF  patient  forbearaac.^  in  waiting  for  the  moment 
when  Spain  shall  fioa  it  expedient  to  meet  their 
.constant  desira  of  bringing  to  a  happy  and  har- 
monious termination  all  the  conflicting  interests 
hetween  them,  it  will  need  little  additional  effort 
to  wait  somewhat  longer  with  the  same  expecta- 
tion. The  President  deems  this  course  even  more 
advisable  thwi  that  of  referring  the  questions 
depending  between  the  two  nations  to  the  arbi- 
trament or  mediation  of  one  or  more  friendly  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  as  you  have  been  authorlzeed  to 
propose.  The  statement  in  your  note  of  the  10th 
of  February,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  is  not 
tiltogetber  correct.  It  is  not  the  British  Qovern- 
ment which,  on  this  occasion,  has  offered;  but 
your  Qovernment,  which,  witoout  first  consult- 
ing or  asking  the  concurrenceof  the  United  Slates, 
has  requested  the  mediation  of  Gkeat  Britain. 
The  British  Qovernment,  as  must  be  well  known 
to  you,  have  declined  the^iffer  of  their  mediation. 


unlees  it  shoald  be  requested  by  both  parties  $  and 
have  communicated  to  the  Uovernmentof  the 
United  States  this  overture  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

The  President  has  thought  proper,  from  motives 
which  he  has  no  doubt  will  bjs  deemed  satisfac- 
tory  both  to  Qreat  Britain  and  Spain,  to  decline 
uniting  in  this  request.  He  is  indeed,  fully  per- 
suadedfthat,  notwithstanding  any  prepossessioas 
which  the  British  Qovernment  may  have  hereto- 
fore entertained  with  regard  to  any  of  the  points 
in  controversy,  thejr  would  have  been  entirely 
discarded  in  assuming  the  office  of  a  mediator. 
Bat  it  has  hitherto  been  the  policy,  both  of  Bo- 
rope  and  of  the  United  States,  to  keep  aloof  from 
the  general  federative  system  of  each  other.  The 
European  States  are  combined  together,  and  con- 
nected with  one  another  by  a  multitude  of  im- 
portant interests  and .  relations  with  which  the 
United  Slates  have  no  concern,  with  which  they 
have  always  manifested  the  determination  not  to 
interfere,  and  of  which,  no  communication  being 
made  to  them  by  the  Qovernments  of  Europe, 
they  have  not  information  competent  to  enable 
them  10  estimate  their  extent  and  bearin|^s.  The 
United  Sutes,in  justice  to  themselves,  in  justice 
to  that  harmdny  which  they  earnestly  desire  to  cul- 
tivate with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  in  justice  to 
that  fundamental  system  of  policy  which  forbids 
them  from  entering  the  labyrinth  of  European  pol- 
itics, must  decline  soliciting  or  acceding  to  the  ia- 
terfereace  of  any  other  Gk>vernment  of  Europe  for 
the  settlement  of  their  differences  with  Spain. 

But  however  discouraging  the  tenor  and  cha- 
ra^ster  of  your  recent  notes  havebeen  to  the  hopes 
which  the  promises  and  profe^ions  of  your  Qov- 
ernment had  excited,  that  the  time  for  adjustmant 
of  these  differences  with  Spain  herself  had  «c 
length  arrived,  the  United  States  will  not  aban- 
don the  expectation  that  more  correct  views  of 
the  subject  will  ultimately  be  suggested  to  your 
Qovernment,  and  they  will  always  be  disposed 
to  meet  them  in  the  spirit  of  justice  and  amity. 
With  regard  to  those  parts  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana  which  have  been  incorporated  withia 
the  State  of  that  name,  it  is  time  that  the  discus- 
sion should  cease.  Forming  part  of  the  territorf 
of  a  sovereign  and  independent  State  of  this 
Union,  to  dispose  of  them  is  not  within  the  com- 
petency of  tne  Executive  Grovernment  of  the 
United  States,  nor  will  the  discussion  be  hereafter 
continued.  But  if  you  have  proposals  to  make, 
to  which  it  is  possible  for  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  to  listen  with  a  prospect  of  bring- 
ing them  to  any  practicable  conclusion,  I  am  au- 
thorized to  receive  them,  and  to  conclude  with 
you  a  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  all  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  nations,  upon  terms  which 
may  be  satisfactory  to  both. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  for  the  occupation 
of  Amelia  Island,  the  Messages  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  and  my 
letter  to  you  of  16lb  January,  have  given  the  ex- 
planations which,  it  is  presumed,  wUl  be  satisfac- 
tory to  your  Qovernment.  The  exposed  and 
(wbie  situation  of  that  island,  as  well  as  of  the 
remainder  of  East  Flotida,  with  their  local  posi- 
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tioD  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  United  Statea, 
have  always  been  among  the  primary  inducements 
of  the  United  States  for  urgine  to  Spain  the  ex* 
pediencv  to  the  interests  of  Both  nations  that 
Spain  should  cede  them  for  a  just  and  suitable 
equivalent  to  the  United  States.    In  the  letter  of 
the  %th  of  January,  1805,  from  Messrs.  Pinckney 
and  Monroe  to  Mr.  Cerallos,  the  following,  pas- 
sage stands  prominent  among  the  arguments  used 
by  them  to  that  effect :    "  Should  Spain/'  sav 
they,  "  not  place  a  strong  force  in  Florida,  it  will 
not  escape  your  excellency's  attention  that  it  will 
be  much  exj>osed  to  the  danger  of  being  taken 
possession  or  by  some  other  Fower,  who  might 
wish  to  hold  it  with  very  different  views  towards 
Spain  than  those  which  animate  the  QoTerument 
ol  the  United  States.    Without  a  strong  force 
being  there,  it  might  even  become  an  asylum  for 
adventurers  and  freebooters,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  both  nations." 

You  know,  sir,  how  far  the  events,  thus  antici- 
pated, and  pointed  out  so  early  as  in  January, 
1805,  to  the  prudent  forecast  of  Spain,  have  been 
realized.  Pensacola  has  been  occupied  by  ano- 
ther Power,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war 
from  it  against  the  United  States;  and  Amelia 
Island  has  been  occupied  by  adventurers,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  both  nations,  and  of  all  others 
engaged  in  lawful  commerce  upon  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico.  Before  these  events  occurred  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  aware  of  the  great  and 
growing  danger  of  them,  which  had  been  so  loog 
efore  distinctly  foreseen,  had  made  it  the  dutv 
of  the  fixecotive  Ctovernment,  in  the  case  of  such 
a  contingency,  to  take  the  temporary  possession 
of  the  country,  which  might  be  necessary  to  avert 
the  injuries  that  must  result  from  it.  Amelia 
Island  was  taken,  not  from  the  possession  of 
Spain,  but  of  those  from  whom  she  had  been 
equally  incapable  of  keeping  or  of  recovering  its 
possession,  and  who  were  using  it  for  purposes 
incompatible  with  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the 
Unitea  States.  No  purpose,  either  of  taking  or 
of  retaining  it  as  a  conquest  from  Snain,  has  ever 
been  entertained ;  and,  unless  ceded  by  Spain  to 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  restored  whenever 
the  danger  of  its  being  asain  thus  occupied  and 
misused  shall  have  ceased. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  that  the  proposal  that  the 
United  States  should  take  anv  tnrther  measures 
than  those  already  provided  lor  by  law,  for  pre- 
Tenting  armaments  hostile  to  Spain  witbiu  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  is  inadmissible. 
The  measures  already  Uken.  and  the  laws  al- 
ready existing  against  all  nostile  armaments 
within  our  jnriscTietion,  ineoinpatible  with  the 
obligations  iS  neutrality,  are  somcient  for  its  pre- 
servation, and  the  necessary  means  will  continue 
to  be  used,  as  they  have  been,  to  carry  them  faith- 
fully into  execution.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbcu 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

A.    No.  1. 
Don  Mariin  lyjJareonne  to  M,  Dt  la  Hoarpt. 
Trinity  Rivab,  May  20, 1719. 
Monsieur  :  I  am  very  sensible  of  tha  politeness 


that  M.  De  Bienville  and  yourself  have  had  the 
goodness  to  show  to  me.  The  orders  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  King,  my  master,  are  to  maiotaia 
a  good  understanding  with  the  French  of  Loui- 
siana; my  own  inclinations  lead  me  equally  t9 
afford  them  all  the  services  that  depend  upon  me, 
but  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  your  arrival  at 
the  Nassonite  village  surprises  me  very  much. 

Your  Qovernor  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the 
post  you  occupy  belongs  to  my  Government,  and 
that  all  the  lands  west  of  the  Nassonites  depend 
upon  New  Mexico. 

I  counsel  you  to  give  advice  of  this  to  M.  Bien- 
ville* or  you  will  force  me  to  oblige  you  to  aban- 
don lands  that  the  French  have  no  right  to  occupy. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  ^tc« 

D'ALARCONNB. 

B.  No.  2. 

Monneur  de  la  Harpe  to  Don  Martin  D^Alareonne. 

Nassohitr,  July  8, 1719. 

Monsieur  :  The  order  from  His  Catholic  Maj- 
esty to  maintain  a  good  understanding  with  the 
French  of  Louisiana,  and  the  kind  intentions  you 
have  yourself  expressed  towards  them,  accord  but 
little  with  your  nroceedings.  Permit  me  to  in- 
form you  that  M.  de  Bienville  is  perfectly  in- 
formed of  the  limits. of  his  government,  and  is 
very  cerrain  that  (he  post  of  Nassonite  depends 
not  upon  the  dominions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
He  knows,  aUo,  that  the  province  of  Lastekas,  in 
which  you  sav  you  are  Qovernor,  is  a  jmrt  of 
Louisiana.  M.  de  la  Salle  took  possession  in 
1685^  in  the  name  of  His  Most  Christian  Majes- 
ty i  and,  since  the  above  efMch,  possession  has 
bieen  renewed  from  time  to  time. 

Respecting  the  post  of  Nassonite.  I  cannot  com- 
prehend by  what  right  you  pretend  that  it  forms 
a  part  of  New  Mexico.  I  beg  leave  to  represent 
to  you  that  Don  Antoine  du  Miroir,  who  discov- 
ered New  Mexico  in  1683,  never  penetrated  east 
of  that  province  or  the  Rio  Bravo.  It  was  the 
French  who  first  made  alliances  with  the  savage 
tribes  in  this  region  i  aad  it  is  natural  to  oonciude 
that  a  river  that  flows  into  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
lands  it  waters,  belong  to  the  King,  my  master. 

If  you  will  do  me  the  pleasure  to  come  into 
this  quarter,  I  will  convince  you  1  hold  a  post  I 
know  how  to  defend. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  dbc. 

DB  LA  HARPE. 

C.  No.  3. 

On  the  10th  of  August.  1721,  M.  de  la  Harpe 
received  the  following  order : 

We,  John  Baptiste  de  Bienville,  chevalier  of 
the  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  and  commandant 
general  for  the  King  in  the  province  Louisiana: 

It  is  hereby  decreed  that  M.  de  la  Harpe,  com- 
mandant of  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  shall  embark 
in  the  packet  the  Subtile,  commanded  by  Beren- 
ger,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  soldiers  under 
M.  de  la  Belile,  and  shall  proceed  forthwith  to 
the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  belonging  to  this  prov- 
ince, in  the  name  of  the  King,  and  the  west  com- 
pany shall  plant  the  arms  of  the  King  in  the 
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ffomid,  and  buiid  ■  f»rt  ttpoii  wftmteter  spot  »p- 
pears  most  advantageoiM  for  \\kt  defeoee  of  tne 
plaoc* 

If  the  Bpaaiards,  or  any  other  nation,  tare 
taken  passessiott,  M.  de  la  Harpe  will  s^aiff  to 
them  tnat  they  have  no  right  to  the  eoontry  \  it 
hmt^  well  known  that  possession  was  taken  in 
1685  by  M.  de  la  Salle,  in  the  name  of  the  King 
of  France,  fte.  BIENVILLE. 

D.  No.  i. 

Sxtrae^  iranMhUtd  pomth€**  DUeknwrio  ^tog^^ 
to  Blwhiico  de  ls«  Mte  (kmdmialu  i  Ameriea," 


^y  Oelmtl  Don  Ankmio  de  Aleedo,  captain  ^  Me 
ma/  BpmMMk  gu»de  /  jmnied  ^  MkuHdin  1786 
-'So,  by  the  permMon  tf  GooemmmU,  and  dedi- 
ootid  to ikernooeof  AMtwia»,qfterufard»  Chatlet 
ike  Fourth. 

<*  JjainMianOf  a  province  and  gpvemmenl  of 
North  Amerusa,  one  of  the  two  which  form  new 
France,  bounded  on  the  south  bv  the  Oulf  of 
Mexico ;  on  the  north  by  the  ri?er  liltnois  and  the 
Indian  tribes  of  the  Pacnasos,  Paodneas,  Osages, 
Tronontes,  Tecasas,  Cbaranons,  and  others ;  on 
the  east  by  WestPlorida,  Georgia,  and  Carolina ; 
and  on  the  west  by  New  Mexioo  and  NewBptin. 
Its  extent  from  north  to  south  ts  abont  fifteen  de* 
grees;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  twenty-fifth  to  the 
fonieth  degree  of  north  tatttude ;  and  from  east 
to  west  ten  or  eleyen  degrees,  between  the  eighty- 
sixth  and  ninety-sixth  degrees  of  west  longitude; 
its  limits,  however,  not  being  precisely  fixed,  M. 
de  Lisle  gives  it  a  much  greater  extent,  particu- 
larly towards  the  north,  where  it  borders  on  Can- 
ada; and.  according  to  him,  it  is  afterwards 
bounded  ny  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Yirgtaia. 
Ac.,  and  to  the  west  by  the  riven  Bravo  and 
Balado." 

^^Mioitntrij  an  Indian  tribe  of  the  province  and 
government  of  Louisiana,  inhabiting  the  banks 
of  the  river  of  the  same  name,  on  which  a  fort 
was  bnilt  bf  the  French  for  defence  of  that  es- 
tablishment." 

^^'NattkUocheo,  or  NatihetockeOf  as  pronounoed 
hf  some,  a  tribe  of  Indians  of  tbe  province  and 
government  of  Lonisisna,  in  North  America,  liv- 
ing fifty  leagues  up  the  Red  river,  by  which  name 
they  are  -sometimes  caHed.  This  tribe  has  always 
been  friendly  to  the  French,  and  hostile  to  the 
Spaniards ;  is  very  numerous,  and  has  upwards 
or  two  hvndved  cabins.  -  The  French  soldiers 
who  had  completed  their  time  of  service  settled 
In  an  island  in  the  Red  river,  where  they  built  a 
fort,  and  called  it  Natchitoches;  but  having 
planted  tobacco,  and  discovered  that  (he  sand 
nlown  on  it  by  the  wind  gave  it  a  bad  quality, 
they  removed  their  settlement  to  the  main  land, 
where  they  succeeded  in  cultivating  that  plant, 
•0  as  to  fliv«  it  a  particular  estimation ;  it  is  sixty 
leagues  from  New  Orleans." 

^'JRouge^  (Red  river,)  a  large  and  rapid  tiver  of 
the  province  and  government  of  Louisiana,  in 
Nortli  America,  takes  its  rise  about  the  tribe  of 
the  Cannesis,  runs  southeast,  and,  after  receiving 
other  streams,  changes  ixp  course  to  the  south  as 
far  as  the  tribe  and  fort  of  Natchitoches,  where 


It  again  turns  to  the  southeast,  forms  several 
lakes  and  islands^  and  thence,  running  eastward, 
joins  the  Mississijspi  much  increased,  near  where 
the  river  empties  into  the  sea." 

E.  No.  6. 

Bittrmet  Jhom  m  paper  eommunieated  hv  Wetare. 
Pindtnoy  andmnroe  to^r.  CetfoOoe,  dated 

Aa^NJUEz.  May  12, 1805. 

From  the  1st  of  October,  1796,  uotU  the , 

there  were  brought  into  the  ports  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  in  Europe  and  Africa,  by  the  French, 
168  vessels. 

Of  the  above  have  been  condemned  -  -  74 
Acquitted^  ransomed,  or  compromised  -  -  23 
Cases  of  violation  of  the  Spanish  territory, 

condemned IB 

Run  ashore  and  lost  •  -  -  -  -1 
Unaccounted  for  -  -  -  -  *  -  7 
Result  not  known       -    '  -       -       -       -    50 


Total    - 


-  leB 


etatement  of  futU  relative  to  American  weueU 
taken  by  A*eneA  prufoteere,  and  condemned  in 
Spaniih  porte,  obtained  from  tke  most  autkentie 


mmreee. 


Of  the  French  spoliations,  there  have  been  fifty 
appeals  from  the  consular  judgments  in  Spain  to 
the  Council  of  Prizes  at  Fans,  of  which  thirty 
have  been  released,  nine  condemned,  and  twelve 
are  yet  depending.  Not  one  ooum  has  been  paid 
in  anjr  case,  nor  is  there  a  single  case  of  such 
spoliations  on  the  list  of  liquidations  now  at  the 
French  treasury,  which  are  to  participate  of  the 
twenty  millions  of  livres  to  be  paid  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  their  citizens,  uncter  the  treaty  of 
1803,  on  account  of  French  spoliations.  The 
American  Minister  never  did  demand  payment  of 
French  spoliations  made  in  Spain,  knowing  them 
as  such ;  nor  did  the  American  agent  ever  demand 
it  by  his  order  or  knowledge.  The  first  intelli- 
gence which  the  American  Government  had  of 
appeals  being  permitted  from  the  French  consu- 
lar tribunals  in  Spain  to  the  Council  of  Prises  in 
France  was  received  from  Spain  herself. 

As  soon  as  it  was  received,  the  Secretary  of 
State  wrote  to  the  American  Minister  in  Paris  to 
know  what  the  fact  was.  and  instructed  him,  at 
the  same  time,  to  prohibit  the  agent  from  acting 
in  such  cases;  it  having  been,  at  all  times,  thje 
opinion  of  the  Government  that  Spain  alone  wan 
answerable,  of  whom  only  has  the  recompense 
been  demanded* 


DonLmedaXknatatkcaearalatycfStaU. 

Marob  S8,  1S1& 

fire:  1  have  read  with  deliberate  reflection  the 
note  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  12th  of  this 
month,  in  reply  to  those  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
write  to  you  on  the  29ih  December,  and  on  the 
5th,  StbjAnd  24th  January,  of  the^  present  year, 
on  the  Querent  points  embraced  in  the  dispnte 
hitherto  pending  between  the  Government  or  the 
United  CTiates  and  that  of  Spain. 
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After  «gnioititwg,  wkb  HieHf  mImc  inMttiilitjr, 
all  th«  data  and  argaoMot*  adTM«M  tf  you, 
without  jiMing  to  anj  adier  (lapretsiOBs  HMtn 
tlMwe  inspired  bf  the  Moeare  demre  «f  asetftaio- 
iag  the  truth  «f  faclt,  aikl  the  jwopricty  of  tliek 
applioatififi  to  ^beiSMreMl  M&ata  in  diepule,  I  «a»- 
«oc  hat  «ipf€fl8  to  <fo«,  sir,  Ihat  k  has  not  bten 
paatililo  for  wf  reason  to  diseovor  aoythiof  oa- 
pable  of  fonatag  a  lost  axetptten  to  the  piiaoi- 
plM  aDd<froa»%  Wlttch  aapport  the*  rights  «U8> 
taiaod  br  His  Catholic  Majesty^  CkMreroment, 
as  QOtonoos,  aad  hiibarto  uad1spn4«d  with. the 
"Cfumn  of  Bpain. 

I  perceive  chat,  oa  the  qaeation  oC  honiideriec, 
you  stiH  mauitaio  tiie  sesM  pretensiens  as  those 
adraaeed  by  Messip.  Piackney  and  Monree,  at 
Aranjaes,  to  the  fi^oish  'QoyerDineBt— preteor 
iSoas  which  iteppearsto  «ie  iiapoasible  to  exist, 
after  weighiag  the  argomeats  addoeed  by  the 
6eeretary  of  State  of  His  Gatholie  Majesty,  Don 
Pedro  Cerallos,  and  again  urj^ed  more  at  length 
aad  witlkstttfieientoonvietion,  m  a^y  Jadgment,  in 
the  notes  -which  I  had  the  honor  lo  address  to  yon. 

On  the  subject  of  the  eastern  hcoadariee  of 
Leuieiaaa,  you  insist  they  should  be  extended  by 
West  Florida  to  the  rtrer  PenNdo,  i^thoogh  this 
pfctension  ha»  no  other  foundation  than  the  par> 
tieular  and  specious  iatCFpretatloa'atteaipted  tobe 
gvrea  to  the  daoscs  of  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween France  aad  Spita  in  1800,  for  the  retroces- 
sion of  Loaisiaaa.  But  I  do  not  oonceive  how 
these  claaees  can  admit  such  an  interpretation, 
because  it  gives  a  strained  interpretation  to  and 
inverts  its  proper  nsport^  is  contradictory  to  the 
intention  ojf  the  oontraettng  parties,  and  attributes 
to  their  contract  a  lafitade  which  does  not  appear 
ia  it.  How  can  it  he  iaaagiaed  that  West  Flor- 
ida, or  any  part  of  it,  shoaki  he  the  object  of  the 
taeaty  of  1800,  when,  throughout  the  whole  of  it, 
there  does  not  appear  a  single  word  referring  or 
aliadiag  to  that  provioce,  or  any  mention  being 
flMide  of  it  7  Did  there  ever  «ist  a  public  treaty, 
or  even  a  simple  transaction  between  private  per- 
sons,  stipulating  a  ihiag  of  which  the  slightest 
mention  is  not  roadef  Certainly  not.  Besides, 
the  two  eootroctitt|f  parties  declare  and  maintain 
that  it  was  not  their  mteatioa  to  include,  nor  did 
they  include,  'Florida,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  re- 
trocession* How,  then,  can  the  contrary  be  main- 
tpined)  aaerely  by  the  help  of  a  portieuiar  concep- 
tion or  conjecture?  The  objections  you  make 
affaiast  the  personal  character  of  the  MIniMer 
TaHeyiand,  and  the  temper  of  the  French  Cabi- 
net at  the  tiaae  of  Napoleon,  can  never  weaken 
the  authority  of  the  soiema  declaratioB  of  the 
Gk>vernment  of  France.  You  will  also  recollect 
that  the  same  Governanent  g»ve  the  assurance 
that  it  had  ordered  Iheai  to  be  common  tea  ted  to 
that  .of  the  United  tttatea,  and  that  the  Spanish 
Gk>vernment  brooffhttbenvlsr^Mirdassoonaethe 
preaaat  dispute  ufSs  set  on  foot,  whieh  they  could 
not  be  before,  as  the  possibility  of  this  case  did 
not  eater  into  their  oontoaiplaitioa,  aor  could  they 
eaieukto  on  its  b«ng  objected  to  withoat  aeoes- 
sitY  or  just  reason. 

netwithataadtag,  tberelbK,.fonr  ipgeaioua  «r- 


gunMBCi,'!  aaatiaaatnthe  irm  pemuastoa  that 
the  three  ekases  of  the  Treaty  of  San  Ildefonao 
neither  can  nor  do  in  any  meaner  admit  of  the 
comment  or  abettact  interpretation  which  is  now 
attempted  to  be  given  to  them,  and  that  it  is  irn* 
possible,  to  vary  the  ohvioaaly  genaiae  and  literal 
sense  ia  which  they  have  ever  been  nndersteod 
by  t4M  Oovernments  of  Fmnoe  and  Spain. 

You  say,  and  aflirm  decisively,  that  the  secret 
convention  between  Spaia^tad  France, ^  which 
the  Meet  Catholic  King  ceded  Louisiana  to  His 
Gbrietian:Blajestf,did  not  lake  tfeet  in  17M,hut 
In  1982,  one  year  before  the  general  treaty  of 
peace  cenclttded  at  Paris  lOih  Fsbrunry,  1703,  by 
wiiich  the  Floridas  were  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 
If  thot'he  so,  I  confess  I  cannot  comprehend  or 
fccoocile  the  concludrog  clauses  taserted  in  the 
seventh  article  of  the  same  treaty,  which  ran  as 
follows:  ''The  Most  Christian  King  cedes  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  in  full  property,  the  river  end 
port  of  Mobile,  and  all  that  be  pessessed  or  ought 
so  have  pesseseed  on  the  left  side  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  exception  of  the  city  of  New 
Orteaos,  and  df  the  island  in  which  it  is  situated, 
whiich  shall  remain  to  Fraace.''  How  is  it,  thea, 
that  in  thie  treatv  the  bav  aad  port  of  Mobileere 
ceded  to  Sofflaou,  and  all  that  France  possessed 
or  ought  to  have  posoeesed  oa  the  left  of  the  Mis- 
sissibpi,  with  the  exception  of  the  island  aodoity 
ef  New  Orieans^  which  are  expressly  to  remain 
in  Franeel  How  could' they  remain  to  Fraoce^ 
if  in  the  former  year  ihey  had  been  ceded  to 
9pain?  We  must  deny  tbefoith  of  this  treaty, 
or  admit  that  the  cesoion  made  to  Spain  did  not 
lake  etfcet  until  a  subsequent  period ;  and  by  a 
necessary^  conae^enee,  that  when  France  made 
the  said  cession  to  the  Crown  ef  Spain,  abe  t>o^ 
sessed  nothing  more  in  that  part  of  the  Amertcaa 
oontinetat,  since  she  had  before  ceded  all  to  Great 
Britain ;  it  being  aotorioas,  moreover,  that  France 
coatMuisd  ia' the  dominion  and  possession  of  the 
delta  of  Louisiana  an  til  the  19th  of  August,  1760, 
at  which  time  she  delivered  up  thet  provioce  to 
Bpaioj^odinto  the  hands  of  Qeneisal  O^eilly. 
By  this  we  are  convinced  ef  the  true  understand- 
ing of  the  three  clauses  of  the  treaty  of  1800. 
Loatsiaaa  did  aottbeo  iaciude,  in  the  bands  of 
Bpaitt,4iny  part  of  the  Floridavuor  did  France 
posoess  more  than  the  delta  of  New  Orleans  when 
she  ceded  and  delivered  it  to  fi|pain.  To  these 
two  undeniable  facts  do  the  ffrst  and  second 
clauses  of  that  treaty  refer;  the  third  refors  to 
what  appears  in  the  treaties  which  afterwards 
followed  between  Spain  and  other  Powers.  If  it 
is  not  wished  to  introduce  confusion  where  there 
ia  none,  it  is  accessary  to  ascertain  the  precise 
period  at  which  tiie  time  began  that  thie  clause 
refora  to.  I  do  uot  see  that  nay  other  can  he 
found  than  that  when  France  ceased  to  possess 
the  delta  of  Louisiana ;  and  if  the  cession  made 

Sr  her  to  Bnaio  was  effideted  after  that  made  by 
ranoe  and  Spaia  to  England  oa  the  lOch  of 
February,  1763,  it  is  evident  that  this  clause  could 
not  refer  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  oondud^d  the 
same  day  and  year,  bat  to  those  which  were  edbse- 
qaeat  to  it,  as  the  saoM  olauae  eaEprctsly  deelarea. 


178S 


iPPBHXyDL 


176ft 


JMoffoHtvftii  fl^Mn. 


la  my  note  of  the  5lh  of  JaDittirf  last,  I  di«d  tiie 
treaties  to  whieh  tbis  treaty  eoald  and  did  refer, 
and  pointed  out  at  the  eame  time  the  meaniog 
and  object  of  the  eontraetiog  parties  in  framing 
its  stipulation,  by  referring  to  the  treaties  them* 
■eiyes.  1  discover  nothinff  to  weaken  the  force 
and  propriety  of  what  I  then  proved  to  you,  nor 
do  I  think  that  there  can  be  anytbin^f  advanced 
without  altering  or  destroying  the  decisive  sense 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  lldefonso. 

The  ingenuity  (^  logic  may  suggest  evasions, 
but  never  can  lurnish  solid  argumenis  to  main- 
tain the  contrary  *,  and  as  it  is  our  duty  only  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  we  must  confine  ourselves  to 
the  literal  text  of  the  treaty  of  retrocession,  and 
to  that  of  others  referred  to  in  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  in  his  letter  of  34th  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  to  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe, 
only  spoke  of  the  treaties  concluded  between 
Spain  and  Soelandin  1783,  and  between  Spain 
and  the  Unitea  States  in  1795,  that  neither  is  nor 
can  be  a  reason  why  we  may  not  now  refer  to 
some  other  treaty  capable  ot  shedding  light  on 
the  points  in  question.  In  fine,  I  consider  it  as 
a  point  fully  demonstrated  and  indisputable,  that 
Spain  retrocedcd  Louisiana  to  France  only  as  she 
had  received  it  from  her,  and  as  sh^  then  pos« 
sessed  it,  without  any  connexion  whaterer  with 
Florida. 

I  cannot  conoeive  bow  the  plain  and  decisive 
clauses  of  the  treaty  of  1800  can  be  susceptible  of 
any  other  interpretation  which  is  in  perfect  ae- 
cord  with  the  tenor  of  the  royal  cedula  issued  bv 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  at  Barcelona,  on  the  15in 
of  October,  1802,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
and  carrying  into  efieot  the  act  of  the  retrocession 
of  Louisiana.  His  Catholic  Majesty  therein  de- 
clares that  he  has  retrooeded  Louisiana,  and  gives 
orde)rs  for  its  delivery,  with  the  same  extent  it  now 
has,  and  that  it  had  under  the  dominion  of  France^ 
when  ceded  by  that  Power  to  his  Royal  Crown. 
You  are  aware^  sir,  that  it  was  by  virtue  of  the 
royal  cedula  that  the  retrocession  of  the  said  pro- 
vince took  place,  and  th^t  it  is  a  document  regu- 
lating and  explanatory  of  the  contract  passed  at 
St.  lldefonso.  As  such  was  it  received  by  France^ 
who,  on  taking  possession  of  Louisiana  in  virtue 
of  tbe  said  royal  ceduls,  and  in  conformity  there- 
to, never  exacted  or  pretended  to  anything  more. 

In  consideration,  therefore,  of  treaties,  docu- 
ments, and  acts  of  so  solemii  a  nature,  whieh 
decide  the  question  with  the  greatest  precision 
and  clearness,  no  room  ia  left  for  personal  doubts 
or  individual  opinions. 

I  now  pass,  sir,  to  your  observations  on  the 
question  of  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana. 

I  have  before  said, -and  now  repeat  it  to  you, 
that  the  King,  my  matter,  glories  in  the  religious 
observance  of  all  existing  treaties  between  Spain 
and  other  Powers,  and  sincerely  desires  that,  in 
iBonformity  with  them,  and  the  inviolable  prioci* 
pies  of  general  justice  and  public  good  faith,  the 
limits  which  separate  or  ought  to  separate  Loui- 
aiana  from  the  provinces  and  territories  possessed 
by  His  Majesty  lo  the  westward  thereof  should 
be  carefully  examinedi  inrestigated,  and  deter- 


mined* Ha  baa  pceposed  aa  a  basis  of  this  iaqtfiry 
the  tttipomdetis.  or  state  of  possession  by  France 
when  she  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  Crown  of  SpaiA, 
and  has  moreover  admitted  in  the  basis  all  that 
Spain  delivered  to  France,  as  incorporated  in 
Louisiana,  and  all  that  was  stipulated  m  favor  of 
the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  1795.  I  coa- 
oeive  there  can  be  no  other  basis  of  an  examioa* 
tion,  investigation,  and  final  demarcation  of  the 
said  boundaries,  if  we  are  to  regulate  them  agree- 
ably to  public  treaties,  and  the  solemn  principles 
of  justice  and  good  faith.  Tixis  basis  neing  adr 
mitted,  such  as  I  propose  it,  all  the  equivoofi  exH 
pressioos  and  interminable  disputes  to  which  the 
contradictory  narratives  of  the  early  French  mis- 
sionaries and  settlers  who  penetrated  into  this 
part  of  America  have  opened  so  wide  a  field, 
would  at  once  be  put  an  end  to.  In  fact  I  cannot 
persuade  myself  that  such  narratives  are  enii* 
tied  to  ia  place  either  ia  diplomaey  or  in  aoun^l 
criticism. 

In  my  note  on  the  question  of  the  western  timr 
its  of  Louisiana,  I  likewise  touched  on  the  prin- 
cipal facts,  data,  and  grounds  on  whieh  the  noto- 
rious right  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  the  territories 
in  dispute  ia  founded.  These  facts^  data,  and 
ffrounas,  do  not  receive  their  credit  or  support 
from  the  tales  or  narratives  of  travellerS|  mission- 
aries, or  adventurers  who  may  have  made  excur- 
sions in  America,  nor  from  the  memoirs  or  writ- 
ings whicb  have  since  been  published,  and  are 
merely  copies  of  these  narratives  and  marvellous 
tales. 

They  receive  their  credit  ajid  support  from,  ti- 
tles and  doeuments  of  the  most  unexceptionabie 
character,  as  will  be  shown  in  due  time,  having 
confined  myself  to  indicating  them  to  you,  ami 
conceived  that  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
accompany  my  notes-with  the  volumes  of  hooka, 
papers,  and  documents,  extant  on  the  subject,  be* 
cause  that  would  have  been  too  troublesomey  and 
because  the  Crown  of  Spain  being  from  time 
immemorial  in  posaession  of  the  territories  to 
which  your  Government  forma  pretensions,  that 
fact  alone  was  sufficient  to  resist  tiiem,  seeing 
that  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  no  docu- 
ments or  titles  were  exhibited  which  could  sup- 
port their  right  to  the  territories  in  question.  Let 
us  see,  then,  on  what  your  Government  founds 
these  pretensions,  and  how  they  are  supported  bv 
vou  in  your  note  of  the  12th  instant.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  data  stated  by  you,  and  on  which 
you  sav  the  United  States  found  their  claims: 

1.  The  discovery  of  the  Mississippi  from  near 
its  source  to  the  ocean  by  the  French  from  Can- 
ada, in  1683. 

2.  The  possession  takeni  and  establishment 
made  by  La  Salle,  at  the  bav  of  St.  Bernard^ 
west  of  the  rivers  Trinity  and  Colorado,  by  au- 
thority from- Louis  XIV.,  in  1685. 

3.  The  charter  from  Louis  XIV.  to  Cro8at>  ia 
1712. 

4.  The  historical  authority  of  Da  Pratx  and 
Champigny,  and  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes* 

5.  The  geou^raphical  authority  of  I>e  Lisle's 
map.  and  especially  that  of  the  map  of  Don  Thoa. 
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Lop^  qpcogtmpher  to  the  Kioff  of  Bptin,  po^ 
lished  Ib  1764,  [1763.] 

Siioh  mre  the  data  or  g^roands  alleged  bj  yoo 
ia  support  of  the  pretensioDs  of  year  €k>vera- 
ment,  and  to  refute  what  I  have  idTaaeed  ia  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  Spain. 

1  now  proeeed  to  answer  each  one  of  these  data, 
or  gronnds,  by  reprodoeing  those  which  I  urged 
in  my  former  note,  and  presenting  them  in  their 
aspect  and  trae  light. 

As  to  the  firtt,  I  maintain  that  long  before 
JoUet,  Marquette,  and  Hennepin,  or  any  other 
Frenchman,  had  penetrated  from  Canada  as  far 
as  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  the 
Spaniards  had  diseoTered  and  explored  both  those 
rivers  in  different  and  repeated  expeditions  which 
took  place  from  the  time  that  Joan  Ponce  de 
Lieon  discoTered  the  coast  and  country  of  Flori- 
da, and  took  possession  of  them  in  the  name  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  In  1512.     These  expeditions 
were  not,  as  yt>a  say^  made  by  travellers,  bot  by 
Spanish  commanders^  acting  onder  the  orders 
and  authority  of  their  Government,  and  with 
Teasels,  troops^  artillery,  and  other  means  neces- 
sary for  carrying  their  enterprises  into  execution, 
OoneeqnentFy  it  n  of  little  consequence  that  Jo- 
liet,  Marquette,  and  Hennepin,  or  others,  may 
hare  traversed  the  country  fkrom  Canada,  and 
met  with  rirers  and  territories  which,  many 
years   before,  had  already  been  discovered  by 
Spaniards,  and  included  in  the  dominions  of  the 
monarchy.    What  armies  did  Joliet,  Marquette, 
and  Hennepin,  take  with  them  to  nspote  this 
cooniry  and  its  rivers  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  ? 
What  settlements  did  they  found  and  maintain 
there  7     Such  excursions  as  these  neither  give 
nor  conld  ^ve  France  any  right  to  those  rivers 
and  eonntrtes,  nor  could  she  have  anv  secure  do« 
minion  over  the  soil,  if  we  admit  the  principle 
that  such  invasions  confer  the  right  of  property 
on  the  nation  to  which  the  individuals  making 
them  happen  to  belong. 

Nor  is  the  argument  deduced  by  you  from  the 
expedition  undertaken  bv  La  Salle  more  fortu- 
nate. It  is  the  second  of  the  grounds  on  which 
your  Government  founds  its  claims,  t  also  main- 
tliin  that  La  Salle  never  made  but  one  excursion 
into  the  country  already  known  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  incorporated  in  the  dominions  of  the  monar- 
chy. There  exists  sufficient  documents  and  tes- 
timony to  prove  that  the  Spaniards  had  entered 
the  bay  of  St.  Bernard  long  before,  and  had  taken 
possession  of  it  and  of  the  whole  country  on  the 
coast  and  into  the  interior.  The  fort  built  by  La 
Salle  for  his  defence  against  the  Indlftos  could 
confer  no  right  on  France  to  that  bay.  or  to  that 
country ;  and  it  is  a  certain  fact  that  the  Viceroy 
ofNew  Spain,  on  receivingadvice  of  this  incursion, 
immediately  despatched  a  force;  they  had  be^n  un- 
fortunate; they  no  loneer  existed;  and  the  expe- 
dition sent  from  New  Mexico  met  with  nothing 
more  than  the  shattered  fragments  of  one  of  their 
vessels  at  the  entrance  of  (he  bay.  More  effectual 
measures  were  aAerwards  adopted  by  the  €kiv- 
ernment  of  Spain  for  the  defence  of  the  coast  and 
preservation  of  the  interior  of  the  country;  sol 


that  there  is  Ho  reeollecHon,  even  in  the  narra- 
tives  and  wonderful  rotnances  of  the  early  French 
settlers  and  travellers,  of  any  individual  of  that 
nation  having  aAerwards  made  the  smallest  at- 
temnt  against  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard. 

The  third  ground  cited  by  you  is  the  famous 
charter  granted  by  Louis  XI V.  to  M.  Crozat.  A 
wretched  document,  indeed  t  It  may  in  truth  be 
said  that  this  charter  of  Louis  XIV.  is  very  like 
that  you  mention,  granted  by  the  Pope's  bull,  in 
which,  seated  on  his  chair  at  Rome,  he  divides 
unknown  seas  and  lands  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. Bv  what  authority  could  Lonts  XIV.  be* 
stow  on  Groeat  the  territories  and  rivers  discov* 
ered  and  possessed  by  Spain  in  that  part  of  the 
new  world  1  From  every thingr  that  appears,  it  is 
platn  that  they  who  granted  this  cession  or  char* 
ter  in  the  name  of  Louis  XIY.,  had  no  knowledge 
nor  any  exact  idea  of  the  situation,  extent,  orcir* 
eumstanees  of  the  country  they  were  speaking 
of.  They  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  extent  of 
the  acquisitions  and  dominions  of  Spain  in  that 
part  of  America,  and  proceeded  under  the  imnres* 
sion  of  the  tales  and  flattering  narratives  of  the 
^arly  French  explorers,  atid  principally  that  col* 
lected  by  the  missionary  Hennepin  from  his  own 
imaginatien,  published  at  Paris,  and  dedicated  to 
Colbert,  or,  it  may  be,  to  Louis  XIV.  The  Span- 
ish Government  always  viewed  this  grant  with 
contempt,  and  went  on  in  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  those  dominions,  extending  their  setite* 
ments  as  circa mstanoes  permitted,  and  founding 
towns  and  forts  as  they  found  it  convenient,  fi 
always  opposed  the  invasions  and  incursions  of 
the  French,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  royal 
orders  isseed  by  Philip  II.,  which  you  term  son* 
gwnarVf  or  those  successively  issued  by  other 
Spanish  monarchs  to  preserve  and  defend  their 
dominions  by  expelling  the  foreigners  who  at* 
tempted  to  invade  them,  can  be  ealTed  sanguinary 
acts.  The  fact  is,  that  these  royal  orders  were 
duly  carried  into  execution ;  whereas  the  grant, 
so  much  cried  up,  remained  a  dead  letter. 

In  my  letter  of  January  last,  I  stated  to  you  the 
manner  in  which  the  French  got  a  footing  in  the 
bay  of  Biloxi,  and  afterwards  spread  themselves 
on  the  lower  shores  of  the  Mississippi,  by  the 
permission  or  toleration  of  the  Spanish  Oovern* 
ment.  It  is,  therefore,  soperfltious  to  dwell  longer 
on  this  point. 

4th.  As  to  what  regards  the  fourth  ground 
which  you  have  adduced,!  am  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive how  it  can  answer  the  purpose  intended. 
Whatever  authority  Du  Pratz,  ChamplgQ^^  and 
the  Count  de  Yergennes,  may  be  enntfed  to  In 
matters  of  history,  it  is  unquestionable  that  all 
they  wrote  on  Louisiana  and  countries  adjacent 
was  taken  from  the  incorrect,  exaggerated,  and 
marvellous  narratives  of  the  early  French  travel- 
lers, explorers,  and  settlers ;  and  it  is  no  less  so 
that  their  assertions  or  notions  are  contradicted 
by  facts  and  truths  of  the  most  decided  authen- 
ticity and  notoriety. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  laid  down  by  the 
most  respectable  Spanish  historians  and  chroni- 
clers of  those  early  tines,  and  by  subsequent  wri- 
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ttv9|  tktree»8i  ttii6xe«ptA0iitbU  9foi»,4mif0tokm^ 
•nd  doeiuneou,  tmoMBiKml  by  tbe  CoiuieU  of  tbe 
hdiet  ID  SpMn  to  tbe  tribuBubi  M«rtUM«fl}  offi* 
cers,  ud  fibers  in  Mexico,  at  well  af  to  Ihos*  i« 
otber  parts,  mod  alto  to  several  ia  tbe  ickod  of 
Caba,  wbif  b  prove  tbe  faets  I  bave  pointed  oat 
ta  you  in  nf  aforeflaidnoie  of  tbe  5tb  of  Jaavarj 
kvt*  Nor  are  tbere  weatiog  doeuneoleand  |>fooft 
to  be  foaod  itt  dfffereat  wriiiagi  aad  menoirB  by 
foreif  nen,  carroborating  the  eertaiaty  of  tbe  «ane 
faeia, and  eoaa^ctpW  ooDfuciog aad  desuoying  ibe 
idle  tales  aod  faBeiriil  deseription  wbieb  tbe  mi^ 
aionary  Heanepia-  baa  foisted  iato  bis  roemoif 
dediealed  to  tbe  F/eocb  Gk)?erBmettt«  Notbiog 
is  to  be  found  in  tbe  famovs  grant  of  Louis  XtV., 
in  tbe  writing^  of  Da  Prats  aad  Cbempifayy  or 
IB  tbe  Bieaioir  of  tbe  Couai  de  Vergenaes,  ia- 
▼okcd  by  ypu  m  0«ipBort  of  tbe  pieieasioBtt  of 
your  QoverameBC,  waieb  is  not  a  multiplied 
repeiUion  of  whatbas  been  imagined  and  writtea 
by  tbat  Preaeii  missiooary^  Toese  tales  aod  flai- 
lerins  dcaeriptfooe  pass  from  moutb  to  moutb 
BflMNig  tbe  adveatfirers,  uaders,  and  seitUrs  froasi 
Canada  to  Biloai  3  and  aa  tbat  aaiion  has  an 
ilob  for  writiag  and  publisbing,  everytbiag  tbal 
flatters  ibe  imagiaatioii,  it  is  not  surprising  tbai 
we  find  tbe  same  wanderings,  fables,  or  errors  in 
ngBjr  wrltingn  poblisbed  by  them.  But  youare 
seBMble,  sir,  tbat  tales  and  narratives  of  thia  de- 
seription are  iaadmissible,  both  ia  diplomaeyand 
sound  critieism,  wbieb  will  only  admii  onexcep- 
lionable  titles  and  legal  doeumeois.  Tbe  same 
remark  wiU  apply  to  what  was  Mwitten  by  tbe 
Cbevalieff  Tont*,  cited  by  you  as  a  decisive  aod 
ineoB  testable  proof  of  yourassertions.  Altbou^  b 
tbe  faets  or  tbiags  referred  to  in  it  were  admit- 
ted, they  would  prove  notkiog  in  favor  of  tbeir 
iateadeU  appUeatioot  nor  in  the  least  weaken  tbe 
force  of  antecedent  titks  and  faets,  on  wb-ich  tbe 
Bpanifb  Gk>ver»meBt  fouad  tbeir  resisiaaee  to 
tbe  unbouaded  aod  absolute  preteapioos  of  tke 
United  States* 

I  proceed  to  tbe  fifth  ground  advanced  bj  you-^ 
*^  tbe  geoMBfapbical  authority  of  Mr.  De  Liafe  and 
of  Don  Thomas  Lopea,'*  I  think  these  can  be 
liitla  duubt  that  Mr.  De  Lisle  framed  his  mep  on 
Ibe  same  erroaeons  data  and  fabulous  description 
I  have  spoken  of  ia  tbe  preceding  ptmgrapb.  It 
is  a  well  koown  fael  tbat  Don  Thomas  Lopes^ 
wholly  uninformed  respecting  the  country  be 
wished  to  delineate  on  bis  mepi  copied  from  tbat 
of  Mr.  De  Lisle  a41  tlie  errors  remarked  in  it;  aad 
tbe  same  happened,  witli  little  variatioa,  to  Don 
Antonio  Alcedo.i  You  oeonot  but  have  noticed^ 
sir,  the  numerous  erron^  ambi^itiea,  and  ex- 
travaganceii,  wbioh  are  to  be  found  in  the  works 
of  a  multitude  oif  geographers  aad  writers  who 
treat  of  subjects  they  have  never  seen,  or  taken 
the  pains  to  verify  with  critical  exactnese.  Tbe 
circumsiance  of  Don  Thomas  Lopez  having  been 
Geographer  to  tbe  King  of  Spain  neiiberadds  nor 
gi  vdb  any  authority  to  his  map,  because  he  neither 
drew  it  up  nor  published  it  under  tbe  authority 
or  by  order  of  His  JMajesty's  Government^  and 
the  errors  into  which  be  or  Alcedo  may  have 
failen^  do  not,  nor  can  they  in  tbe  leasti  prejudice 


tbe  ffigbte  of  tbe  Crowaof  SpaiB,  at  ebaojae  Ike 
nature  of  things,  or  tbe  positive  certainty  oflaetafr- 
In  opfesiiiov  to  tbe  errors  of  tbat  Spanish  oeng- 
rapber,  to  those  of  Alcedo^  and  of  the  Frencnmaa 
De  Lisle,  from  whom  tbev  copied  tbem^  we  have 
tbe  testimony,  in  everythiog  substantial)  of  all 
tbe  maps  and  cbarts  tbat  have  been  published 
from  tbe  most  accurate  knowledge  of  the  eouatry, 
and  conformably  to  the  treaties  cooelnded  be- 
tween those  Powers  which  possess  or  did  posses* 
domioioBs  in  tbat  part  of  America*  Among  tbe 
French  themselves,  you  may  examine  tbe  mape 
of  D'AoviUe,  Janvier,  Bonne,^  and  oiheies  lilce* 
wise  tbat  published  at  London  in  1757^  bv  Bmaa* 
uei  Bo  wen,  Geograpber  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  | 
that  published  at  London  by  Carringtoa  Bowles, 
according  to  the  observations  of  tbe  Koyal  Aead*' 
emy  of  ^iences;  the  Anterican  Atlas^  or  geogsa^ 
pbical  description  of  the  whole  Americao  cooii* 
nenL  according  to  the  observations  and  reseayebee* 
of  Major  Holland,  Lewis  Sevaas,  [BvaasilJuliaB 
Scull,  4e»,  published  at  Loadoa  ia  1778^  bf. 
Thomas  Jeffreys,  Geogsapber  to  the  Klag^  and 
others;,  the  large  map  of  New  Sp^lnt,  Bod  eooa* 
tries  borderia^  on  it,  publisbed  or  Baron  Hum- 
boldt; and  tbe  roaf  puMisbed  by  L RPiereoa iov 
181 1,  from  tbe  former. 

I  might  cite  many  others,  not  only  by  Spaaieb' 
geographers,  but  also  by  ibmignersj  but  I  deem  it 
superfluous^  under  a  thorough  conviction  tbat 
noibing  can  be  fouad  in  opposition  to  tbe  data 
and  grounds  I  have  advanced,  but  what  appcam 
in  writings  and  mape  composed  at  pleasurei  and 
wholly  incompatible  with  public  treaties^  aad  tbe 
most  notorious  and  undeniable  facts  and  trutbs; 

Tbe  observations  I  have  just  made  appear  to 
me  sufficient  to  destroy  the  weight  of  tbe  data 
you  have  laid  down  as  forming  the  grouikds  of 
the  pretensions  of  your  Government,  f  am  aware 
tbat  tbev  ba;re  been  already  advanced,  as  you 
remark,  oy  ^eura,  Pinokney  and  Monroe,  at  tbe 
time  of  the  discussion  at  Aranjuez;  but  as  they 
were  then  completely  refutedf  I  did  not  suppase 
they  would  be  again  brought  forward.  I  havef 
indeed,  seen  tbe  same  data  referred  to  in  aeveraL 
writings  published  in  this  coiuitry  since  tbe  ae- 
quisiiion  of  Louisiana  by  the  United  Staces^  and 
maps  formed  here  on  bases  assumed  by  these 
formerly  published,  abounding  in  errors  and  un- 
supported positions;  but  I  did  not,  nor  do  I,  coa- 
oeive  that  they  can  have  tbe  smallest  weight  when 
opposed  by  facts  and  tbe  priacipleamesi  respeeted 
among  nations. 

Tou  state  that  tbe  iTnited  States  caa  die  ta 
me  the  geographical  work,  publisbed  at  Londoo 
in  1712,  [1717j  entitled  Atlas  Geographious;  tbe 
Briiisb  map,  published  in  1755|  by  Bowen;  the 
narratives^  publisbed  at  Paris,  of  Hennepin^  ia 
1683;  of  Tonti,  in  1697;  and  of  Joulet, jTJoutel J 
in  1713;  the  letter  from  Colonel  Lt  Harpe  to 
Don  Martin  de  Alarconne,  of  6lb  [8th]  Juif, 
1719;  tbe  order  from  tbe  French  Governor  01 
Louisiana^  Bienville,  to  La  Harpe,  of  lOih  August, 
1721;  and,  finally,* the  geographical  work  of  Don 
Antonia  Alcedo,  and  the  map  of  Don  Thomaa 
Lopez,    it  is  very  certain  Mtat  tbe  United  Statea 
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nay  eite  thasa  wriUnn  «b4  mapi^  aad  m«^ 
others,  founded  upon  toe  data  above  aU«ded  to*; 
bat  it  i»  BO  lesa.  etrtaU  tiia(  soch  wriiiogt  aod 
maps  are  wholly  undesarvinff  of  credit,  btisg 
founded  on  nanatives  void  oT  tratbi  or  on  the 
most  douhifiU  ideat)  in  diroet  cootradictkHi  to 
public  facts  and  the  most,  solemn  treaties,  aad 
com.pletely  di«proTed  by  thft  antheatie  and  na- 
questionable  history  of  the  Spanish  disooTeriea 
and  settlements,  as  well  as  by  an  immense  num- 
ber of  documents,  beyond  the  reaoh  of  contradic- 
tion^ which  prove  my  assertion*  I  am  perfecihr 
aware  of  the  attempts  of  the  French  to  eacroacb 
on  the  Spanish  dominions  when  they-  were  in 
Louisiana,  and  to  give  a  color  to  the»  pretensions 
by  recurring  to  the  vague  expressions  of  Lovis 
^IVh  and  the  romances  of  Hennepin  and  otl^ecs. 
but  which  were  never  formailf  urged  or  sustained 
by  bis  Qovernment,  and  were  always  treated  ae 
absurd  by  Spain.  The  wisb  of  the  Freoehspee*- 
latorsy  tradersi  and  settlers,  to  spread  themselves 
in  the  territories  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
countries  bordering  on  them,  and  make  incur* 
BioDc  into  chose  terriloriesf  has  nothing!  wonderful 
io^  iit  because^  the  greater  part  of  those  tenrito** 
t4cs  being ,  desert,  and^tha  F#encb  being  then 
exclnsiveT|r  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  the 
MiMicsippi^.  it  was.  quite  natucaT  foe  then  to 
penetrate  into  the  adjacent  countries^  for  the 
purpose  of  trading,  with  the  ladiaas,  as  it  was  for 
them  to  wish  to  establish  poetsor  settlements  for 
the  benefit  of  their  trade.  Bat  this,  assoredly, 
has  no  oonnexiea  with  the  right  yeu  state  they 
SKquired  to  the  whole  of  the  immense  country 
extending  to  the  river  Bravo* 

The  fact,  which  neither  can  nor  does  admit  a 
doubt^  is,  that  Spain  has  constant^  been  the  oais* 
tress  and  possessor  of  that  cpuatry,  and  of  aU 
the  territories  now  contended  for  by  the  United 
States,  during  the  wlw)le  period  that  Louisiana 
was  held  by  France^  and  much  easlier.  with  the 
exception  of  the  petnu  and  districu  walch  here 
been  taken  possessioa  of  by  the  United  Siate& 
The  French  themselves  never  carried  iheir  pre- 
teasioas  beyond  the  sMCe  comprehended  between 
the  left  baafe  el  the  Bio  R»ic#,  (Red  River,)  as 
far  as  the  poiat  ef  Natchitoches,  the  baDk  of  the 
Mississipiii,  the  adjacent  coast^  where  the  river 
Garicut,  or  Caleasiaj  empties  iato  the  gulf,  and 
the  left  bank  of  that  river,  which  waa  always 
considered  the  boundary,  to  its  aoturee,  between 
the  Spaaish  province  of  Texas  and  French 
Looisiaaa;  aod  this  is  the  reasea  why  Firnoee 
nevef  oiade  the  smallest  oppositioa  to  the  bntld- 
iag  of  the  three  presidios  or  forts^.  Nacogdoches, 
Offcsquexacj.aad  Ban  Miaael  de  lea  Adaes,  by 
Spain.  How,  then,  eonld  it  be  contended  that, 
in  the  faee  of  facts  so  undeniable,  of  titles  of  pro« 
perty  of  the  mestfenuiae  character,  andof  ua-^ 
mterrnpted  possessiott  from  time  immemorial,  the 
vague  pretensions  of  the  French  should  be  enti^ 
tied  to  any  weight,  since  they  have  no  other 
foundation  than  the  incorrect,  contradictory,  and 
absurd  narratives  of  the  early  travellers,  explorers, 
and  traders  of  that  nation,  who  made  momentery 
excarsione  from  Canada  aad  the  hay  of  Biloxi 


into  that  vast  coaatry  ?  I  shaU  aesr  present  the 
data  extracted  by  you  feocn  my  note  of  the  &h 
Janoniy  Uet  ia  their  geaahM  sense  aivd  tton 
aspect. 

1.  Discovery  of  the  hfississifkpi,  of  the  Arkan* 
sas,  and  of  the  Rio  Negro  to  its  source;  by  the 
Spaniards,  under  Don  Aioazo  de  Seto^  in  164L 
Discovery  of  Florida,  aod  possession  taken  of  tha* 
eastern  part  thereof  by  the  Spaniards,  mider  Do* 
Juan  Ponce  de  Iieonv  in  1518.  Continuation  of 
discoveries  and  settlements  in  Florida  bf  tha^ 
Spaniards^  in  1585^  uader  Yasqvez  de  Ayttoni  in 
1527,  under  Panfilo  de  Nsrvacs;  in  IWS,  under 
Adelaomdo  Hernando  de  Soto;  and  suecsssiveiTt 
by  the  Spaatsh  governors  of  that  proriace,  whica 
then  comprehended  the  whok  countrf  fram  the 
Rio  de  las  Phlmas,  which  is  the  boaadarf  of 
Panucc^  to  latitude  48^,  extending  more  Ihaa 
six  hundred  leagues,  aod  crossing  the  Missimippi; 
the  whole  being  carried  on  by  means  of  rcwaiar 
expedttioast  comfKised  of  vesmls^  troops^  aftiUery, 
and  every  rcfuisiie  for  evryiag  them  into  etn*' 
cation. 

3i  Dominion  of  theCiown:  of  Spain  over  the 
whole  coast  of  the  Girif  of  hfexioo,  and  the  TaMi 
regions  in  the  interior  of  Plotida  i»d  Mezwo'r 
from  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  ceatary^  the 
Kiilgdems  of  Leon  and  Santander,  founded  ta 
1579  and  foUowinf  y^irs;  the  Kingdom  of  New 
Mexico^  founded  m  1595{  the  provinea  of  Ceha* 
guiia,  a  few  years  afterwards^  and  that^Tesaa. 
after  law. 

3.  Successive  increase  by  Sfntin  of  settlemeali^ 
towns,  nnd  forts,  at  the  places  jndaed  most  suita^ 
ble^  in  the  iaiertor  provinces  of  llexice  and  la 
Florida^  she  remaining  in  posseesien  of  the  whole 
coast,  and  defending  it,  as  often  as  occasion  re* 
quired,  against  the  invasion  or  incursions  of  fbff<* 
eianersy  down  to  the  latter  times. 

In  support  of  these  data,  there  is  alleged,^  oa- 
the  part  of  Spain^  a  notorioas  and  indispuiabb 
right  of  £rst  discovery  and  first  occupaticn  ov 
cooquest,  and  that  of  uninterrupted  possemien  tc 
the  present  time,  which  refer  to  along  coarse  of 
public  facts  and  authentic  documents,  aod  bf 
which  they  are  identified  and  proved,  on  tha 
highest  testimony  of  which  human  events  aiv 
susceptible.  Ac4  whet  has  been  replied  te  all 
this,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Mtaisteie  at  the 
Court  of  Spain  1  Thev  threw  thea»elves  back, 
if  1  may  say  se^'  upon:  the  snme  data  sad  allef  •• 
tions  which  they  oad  at  first  advaneedf  aad  ale 
now  agftia  brought  Ibrwaedby  yon^  «tthottt'pr«»< 
duciag  any  additknak  facte  that  can  strengthen^ 
your  pretensions^lhe^fiamonagrant  of  Louis  XIV^ 
to  Crozat>  the  tmnsient  looucshRia  or,  if  you  iia 
F^easad  to  call  them-eo^-AheforiBai  espediiions  of 
Bernard  de  la  Salle  (i  soma  point  or  aaether  oceo* 
pied  by  the  French^  iltsdisttnet  periods,  on  the 
coast  of  Florida  aad  on^the  lower  shares  of  tha 
Mississippi;  the  post  thdy.were  permitted  to  hold 
in  Illinois;  and  thosai they  also  obtained  in  tha 
immediate  neighboshooik  of  the  Rio  Roxo  (Red 
River)  nnd  the  Arkansas.;  That  is  ail;  aod  that 
is  considered  safficiettt  tO' confer  on  France  the 
right  of  propcfty  tallha'^#hele  extent  of  those 
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HUDense  tenitorkt,  add  to  ditjpotMM  Sptin  of 
tlie  aoeient  posaeasion  and  domiDion  over  them  1 
I  am  at  a  lo»t  to  eoocetre  on  what  this  mode  of 
reasoning  can  be  founded. 

The  grant  of  Louis  neither  baa  nor  ean  bave 
any  value,  no  more  tban  any  other  grant  issued 
by  another  monarch  or  government,  in  like  eases, 
oonld  be  valid,  if  the  countries  thus  disposed  of 
were  not  in  possession  of  Louis  XIY.,  or  ir  France 
had  no  welt-founded  right  to  them.  Now,  then, 
the  countries  to  which  your  Gk>rernment  forms 
pretensions,  westward  of  the  present  Louisiana  to 
the  Rio  Bravo,  were  never  in  the  possession  of 
Louis  XIV.,  nor  of  any  other  monarch  of  France, 
as  you  will  certainly  admit.  As  to  which  forms 
the  point  of  right,  I  know  of  nothing  on  which 
Louie  XIV.  could  have  founded  it  but  the  incur- 
sions of  La  Balle,  and  those  of  some  trader  or 
missionary. 

I  wish  not  to  rob  La  Salle  of  the  glory  you  are 
disposed  to  allow  him  ibr  his  brilliant  enterprises 
ana  sublime  philanthropy.    But  what  I  have 
alleged,  and  can  prove  by  the  fullest  evidence  of 
whick  facts  of  this  nature  are  susceptible,  is,  that 
La  Salle  did  nothing  more  than  traverse  from 
Frontenao  to  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi,  through 
teliYitories  which,  although  included  in  the  domin- 
ions of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  were  still  desert,  and 
without  forts  or  garrisons  to  cheek  the  incursions 
of  that  French  adventurer;  that  nothing  resulted 
from  them.    The  fort  of  Crdvecceur,  which  was 
necessary  for  his  protection  against  the  Indians, 
waa  immediately  destroyed  by  them;  and  that 
said  to  have  been  left  under  the  command  of 
Ribant  was  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  who, 
beaded  by  Governor  Melendez,  attacked  it  with- 
out loss  of  time,  and  made  prisoners  of  Ribaut 
and  his  whole  party.    The  same  happened  in  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  shipwreck  of  La  Salle  on 
the  coast  of  the  province  of  Teias.    He  was  en- 
abled to  save  himself  by  landing  at  the  bay  of  St. 
Bernard;  and,  fiyinff  from  the  Indians,  proceeded 
upwards  by  the  banks  of  the  Trinidad  river.    He 
then  raised  a  redoubt  or  fort  to  defend  himself 
against  their  attack,  and,  leaving  several  of  bis 
party  there,  he  advanced  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  fell  a  victim  of  assassination.    The 
Indians  immediately  demolished  the  fort,  and 
barbarously  sacrificed  the  few  French  in  it  who 
had  not  becB  able  to  make  their  escape.    An 
ezpeditioD  was  despatched  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Mexico^  With  a  competent  force^  to  repel  La 
Sailed  invasion,  the  moment  he  received  notice 
of  it.    This  expedition  advanced  a  great  distance 
into  the  country,  and  descended  as  low  as  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard,  as  I  have  already  said,  but 
met  no  Frenchmen,  or  other  foreigners.    From 
that  time  the  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
to  that  whole  coast,  and  all  the  territories  of  that 
province,  was  preserved  with  perfect  tranquillity; 
and  towns  were  quickly  founded,  and  forts  built 
wherever  they  appeared  necessary  for  defence. 
Can  th^e  be  a  reason,  then,  for  attributing  to  the 
French  a  right  to  that  wnole  coast,  and  those 
extensive  territories,  from  the  simple  occurrence 
of  these  momentary  incursions,  or,  it  may  be, 


expeditions,  which  miscarried  without  eflfecting 
anytbinff? 

I  declare,  too,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  derogate 
fVom  the  veneration  and  confidence  with  which 
you  consider  Father  Hennepin.  But  I  ean  never 
believe  the  fabulous  tales  and  fictions  which 
abound  in  his  narrative  dedicated  to  Colbert. 
We  may  judge  of  the  confidence  it  deserves  from 
the  following  tales: 

1.  His  descent  from  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  (a  distance 
of  more  than  1,350  American  miles;  in  seventeen 
daysj  passing  the  nights  on  shore,  and  delaying  a 
considerable  time  among  the  Indians,  and  in 
search  of  provisions. 

2.  He  and  two  others,  in  a  canoe,  stemming 
the  current  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  mouth  ot 
that  river  to  the  Illinois  m  twenty  days.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  cite  the  other  absurdities  and 
fables  scattered  throughout  his  narrative,  and  I 
shall  content  myself  with  reminding  you  that,  on 
the  testimony  of  the  Swedish  naturalist  Kahn, 
the  opinion  entertained  of  Hennepin,  in  Canada, 
is  expressed  in  the  following  words:  ^The  name 
of  honor  they  give  him  there  is  the  great  Zior; 
he  writes  of  what  he  saw  in  places  where  he  never 
loae." 

In  fine,  I  think  it  easy  to  prove  that  all  which 
of  right  belongs  to  the  Unitee  States  is  Louisiana 
such  as  it  was  ceded  and  delivered  to  Spain  by 
the  (Government  of  France,  with  the  addition  of 
those  points  and  districts  with  which  Spain  retro* 
ceded  it  to  France,  and  of  such  as,  by  public 
treaties,  were  annexed  to  it  in  favor  of  the  United 
States.  I  go  farther:  although  France  might 
have  an  unquestionable  right  to  other  points  and 
districts  eastward. and  westward  of  that  province, 
(which  is  not  admitted.)  she  lost  it  from  the  mo« 
meat  she  ceded  and  delivered  to  England  all  she 
possessed  in  Florida,  and  to  the  left  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  exception  of  the  city  and  island 
of  New  Orleans.  By  this  cession  and  delivery, 
all  the  rights  whatsoever  which  France  could 
have  beyond  the  delta  of  Louisiana  were  trans* 
ferred  to  the  Crown  of  Bngland;  and  as  Spain 
only  retroceded  to  France  what  she  had  received 
from  her,  to  nothing  more  could  France  have  a 
right  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1800.  Whatever 
awtract  reasoning  or  subtle  arguments  may  be 
resorted  to,  it  will  be  impossible  to  prove  any- 
thing else,  because  it  is  impossible  now  to  alter 
or  amend  the  treaty,  or  to  claim  that  which  is 
not  stipulated  in  it.  I,  therefore,  have  said,  and 
I  now  repeat,  that,  to  terminate  this  controversy, 
nothing  is  more  Just  and  natural  than  to  recur 
to  the  period  when  France  completed  the  cession 
and  delivery  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  to  establish 
what  France  then  ceded  to  Spain,  and  what  she 
retroceded  and  delivered  in  virtue  of  the  treaty^  of 
St.  Ildefonso.  These  preliminary  points  being 
determined,  and  the  bases  laid  down  which  are 
their  natural  consequences,  the  snbsenuent  ar- 
rangements will  be  attended  with  no  difficulty. 

The  Qovernment  of  Spain  is  prepared  to  pro- 
duce ail  the  titles  and  documents  which  I  have 
cited,  and  many  others  I  did  not  hitherto  citei, 
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jadgiiif  it  nEDecessary.  It  is  t&e  aaxioiis  wish 
of  the  Bpaoish  QoTerniiieDt  thai  a  saitable  op- 
portanily  may  he  afforded  to  it  for  the  prodactioD 
of  those  titles  aod  documents,  that  they  may  be 
compared  and  confronted  with  those  which  may 
be  produced  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  (for 
'  hitnerto  they  have  been  merely  referred  to,)  as 
neither  the  state  of  the  discussion,  nor  what  has 
been  advanced  by  the  United  States,  has  permit- 
ted or  required  anything  further. 

I  cannot  pass  oyer,  without  remark,  your  ob- 
sefTatioBs  tending  to  prove  a  eontradictfon  be* 
tween  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos  and  what  I  t&ave  laid 
down.  You  slate  tbereio  that  I  have  said  that 
the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  were  moyt  notorious 
aod  acknowledged  by  Prance;  and  that  I  finally 
oondode  by  admitting  that  those  same  boundaries 
have  never  been  fixed  or  agreed  on.  That  which 
has  been  said  by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  and  by  me, 
and  which  can  admit  of  no  doubt,  is,  that  the 
western  boundaries  of  Louisiana  nave  always 
been  notorious  and  acknowledged  between  Spain 
and  France;  from  the  ocean  bv  a  line  drawn  be- 
tween the  rivers  Mermento  and  Calcasia,  rnnntii|f 
by  Arroyo  Hondo,  between  the  Adaes  and  Natchi- 
ioehcs,  crossing  the  Rio  Roxo,  (Red  River,^  and 
aacending  towards  the  north.  It  is  the  boundaries 
between  French  Louisiana  and  the  Spanish  pos- 
sessions after  that  line  has  crossed  Rio  Roxo, 
(Red  River,)  which  have  never  been  fixed,  and  it 
IS  proper  not  to  confound  one  thing  with  another. 

At  the  same  time  it  Is  proper  to  remark  that 
this  same  divisional  line -between  the  possessioofr 
of  Spain  and  France  has  not  been  fixed  bv  any 
treaty  between  the  two  Powers,  but  has  always 
been  considered  as  such  from  the  time  that  the 
French  established  themselves  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  until  they  ceded  and  delivered 
that  province  (that  is  t6  say^  the  delta  of  Looisi« 
ana)  to  Spain;  the  said  divuional  line  from  the 
ocean  to  the  poini  I'  have  shown  having  at  all 
times  been  notorious  and  acknowledged,  both  by 
the  authorities  aqd  inhabitants  of  each  of  the 
territories,  respectively.  I  can,  therefore,  dis- 
cover nothing  eontradiotorv  in  what  was  ad- 
vanced by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  and  myself  in  the 
note  referred  to  by  you,  and  only  see  in  our 
assertions  a  truth  of  nets  which  it  is  impossible 
to  deny.  Indeed,  I  do  not  Comprehend  what 
solid  reason  there  could  be  to  combat  this  truth ; 
and  the  only  matter  susceptible  of  discussion  is 
that  which  refers  to  the  points  that  It  majr  he 
just  to  examine,  fix,  and  establish  for  the  continu- 
ation of  the  line  northward  after  it  has  crossed 
the  Rio  Roxo  (Red  River.)  All  this  mav  be 
easily  adjusted  il,  as  I  have  before  said,  the  basis 
be  admitted  which  I  have  proposed,  and  that  is, 
to  recur  to  the  state  of  possession  of  France  when 
she  completed  the  cession  and  delivery  of  Louisi- 
ana to  Spain.  I  remark,  however,  that  what  you 
have  communicated  is  opposed  to  this,  namely, 
that  the  United  States  will  no  longer  entertain  a 
discussion  relating  to  the  territories  included  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana.  If  this  were  the  only 
diiBculty,  I  do  not  doubt,  knowing  as  I  do  the 
dcaire  of  the  King  to  do  whatever  might  be  ae- 
15th  Coir.dd  Sbss.— 57     . 


ceptable  to  the  United  States  as  far  it  may  be 
practicable,  and  comport  with  the  dignity  of  his 
august  station,  that  His  Majesty  will  agree  there- 
to; and  although  he  will  not  assume  the  lofty  and 
dictatorial  tone  which  you  attribute  to  the  Span- 
ish Government  at  the  time  of  Charles  Y.  and 
Philip  II.,  if  he  had  on  this  occasion  adopted  the 
same  principle  on  which  the  resolution  of  your 
Qovernment,  according  to  your  communication, 
has  been  formed,  yet  His  Catholic  Majesty  is 
ready  to  hear  all  that  can  be  advanced  by  the 
United  States  in  support  of  their  pretensions,  and 
to  relinquish  anv  point  or  territory  whatsoever 
which  may  lawfully  belong  to  them,  although  it 
be  comprehended  and  incorporated  in  the  ancient 
dominions  of  his  roval  Crown. 

I  forbear  to  analyze  the  three  principles  laid 
dowtf  by  you  as  being  founded  on  the  immutable 
basis  or  justice,  and  on  the  general  practice  oif 
European  nations  which  have  formed  settlements 
and  acquired  possessions  in  this  hemisphere.  It 
is  sufficient  to  read  them  to  be  satisfied  that  they 
are  whoUv  inapplicable  to  the  case  to  which  you 
refer;  and  that  they  are,  besides,  conceived  with 
too  vast  a  latitude  to  be  exempt  from  absurdities 
and  contradictions,  not  only  of  the  general  prac- 
tice of  nations*  but  of  the  most  venerable  ruies  of 
justice,  and  even  of  common  sense.  Fortunately, 
the  question  at  issue  is  not  in  that  state  to  render 
it  necessary  or  possible  for  your  Qovernment  to 
recur  to  those  principles,  because  I  flatter  myself 
that  the  principal  points  on  which  the  dispute 
turns  are  already  sufficiently  clear  to  admit  of 
their  being  brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion 
and  equitable  arrangement. 

Let  us  now  pass  to  the  subject  of'  claims.  It 
gives  me  great  satisfaclioo  to  observe  that  we 
agree  as  to  what  regards  claims  for  losses  and 
injuries  reciprocally  caused  by  Spaniards  and 
Americans,  contrary  to  tbe  law  oi  nations  and 
^listing  treaties.  The  convention  of  1802,  be- 
tween the  Plenipotentiaries  of  tbe  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  His  Catholic  Majes-> 
ty's  Secretary  of  State,  was  specially  formed  for 
the  settlement  of 'these  reciprocal  indemnities  ;i 
and,  consequently,  it  not  only  from  that  moment 
established  the  certainty  of  losses  and  injuries 
catised  by  Americans  to  Spaniards,  in  violatiou 
of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaties, 
but  also  exhibited  and  admitted  the  right  of  the 
said  Spaniards  to  claim  adequate  indemnity. 
This  point,  therefore,  will  be  attended  with  no 
difficulty  inr  settling  it  on  the  basis  of  the  above- 
mentioned  convention,  with  the  additions  as  pro- 
posed to  you  in  my  note  of  the  24th  of  January, 
and  which  you  state  there  is  no  difficulty  in  aa- 
mitting.  But  1  have  at  the  same  time  to  regret 
that  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree  on  the  point 
relating  to  the  spoliations  committed  by  French 
cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  by  French 
Consuls  in  Spanish  ports.  As  it  is  notorious 
and  unquestionable  that  these  spoliations  were 
committed  by  the  French  under  the  authority  of 
their  Gk>vernmeot,  I  can  discover  no  reason  why 
Spain  should  be  made  responsible  for  them  when 
the  nation  exists  by  whom  they  were  committed. 
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Btco  the  American  citizens  hmve  admitted  that 
their  right  was  against  France  directiy^  and  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  her,  by  laying  their  claims 
before  the  competent  tribunals  of  that  nation. 
The  United  States  also  claimed  of  the  French 
Qoirerinment  on  the  same  subject.  In  fact,  French* 
iQen  were  the  aggressors,  dj  the  French  Qor* 
ernipent  they  were  authorized.  It  was  in  French 
tribunals  that  the  privateers  committing  the  ez^ 
cesses  complained  of  gave  the  usual  bonds;  they 
were  Freach  subjects,  subject  onlv  to  the  laws  of 
France,  and  amenable  only  to  the  Government 
and  authorities  of  France.  It  was  France  alone 
which  reaped  the  benefit  of  the  produce  of  their 
captures;  all  which,  combined  with  the  arga* 
ments  I  have  touched  on  in  my  note  in  relation 
to  this  matter^  cannot  fail  to  convince  you,  if 
thev  be  iropariially  attended  to,  that  it  is  France, 
and  not  Spain,  wbicb  should  be  responaible  to 
the  United  States  for  the  spoliatione  io  qoestion ; 
or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  while  France 
exists,  there  can  be  no  rij;ht  whatever  to  have 
recourse  on  Spain,  and  claim  of  her  indeiiMiity 
aad  compensation  for  those  spoliations.  If  the 
responsibility  for  this  indemnity  and  compeosar 
lion  has  not  been  redeemed  by  France,  in  her 
conventions  with  the  United  States,  as. you  as- 
sure me,  my  opinion  continues  unchanged,  that 
tbe  right  of  the  United  States,  or  that  of  their 
citizens,  can  only  in  justice  be  applied  to  France; 
and  I  am  at  present  no  farther  authorized  in  this 
case  than  to  offef  the  co-operation  of  Spain  in 
promoting  the  favorable  issue  of  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  on  the  (Government  of  France. 

Before  I  conclude  this  note,  I  think  it  fit  to 
impress  on  your  mind  that,  the  United  States 
being  at  peace  with  Fmnce  at  the  period  the 
occurrences  now  spoken  of  look  place,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  American  citizens 
having  recourse  on  the  Government  and  iribu- 
nals  of  France ;  and  they,  in  fact,  had  such  re- 
course in  all  those  cases  in  which  they  consider 
tbemselves  well  founded  in  resorting  to  it ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  Spain  was  likewise  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  she  could  not  as- 
certain whether  the .  American  vessels  brought 
into  her  ports  by  the  privateers  of  France,  her 
ally,  bad  violated  the  law  of  nations,  and  thereby 
forfeited  their  ri^ht  to  the  protection  due  to 
them  by  Spain,  la  conformitv  to  the  existing 
treatyiand  the  public  law  of  nations.  It  was 
for  her  to  beUeve  that  this  point  would  be  aaoer* 
tained  by  the  Consuls  of  France,  and  finally  de- 
term  inea  by  the  tribunals  of  cassation  there. 
She  was  further  to  bplieve  so  by  the  considera- 
tion that  their  citizens  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a 
recourse  to  her  tribunals,  of  which  they  availed 
themselves  as  often  as  was  requisite.  To  this 
simple  idea  are  the  observations  reduced,  which 
I  laid  before  you  in  my  note  of  the  8ih  of  Janu- 
ary, and  which  you  appear  to  consider  as  in  con* 
tradiction  with  others  stated  in  the  same  note-* 
a  contradiction  which  I  do  not  conceive  can  be 
discovered  in  them. 

It  is  my  duty  to  repeat,  from  a  thorough  con* 
sideration,  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  earnestly 


desirous  to  satia^  the  United  States,  and  ami* 
cably  to  settle  and  adjust  all  peodingdifFereneea. 
and  that  it  is  no  less  certain  thatTiis  Bfajesly 
extends  his  sincere  wishes,  in  that  respect,  evea 
so  far  as  to  be  willing  to  make  every  sacrifice  in 
favor  of  the  United  States,  consistent  with  the 
indisputable  rights  of  the  monarchy,  and  the 
dignity  of  his  august  character.  I  have  already 
olurea  you  these  assurances ;  I  now  renew  them 
in  the  roost  positive  manner.  But  I  cannoti 
however,  refrain  from  expressing  to  you  my 
great  regret  on  perceiving  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  seem  resolved  not  to  agree 
to  submit  the  pending  differences  to  the  judg- 
ment and  impartial  deoiaion  of  friendly  Powera, 
or  admit  the  mediation  of  any  of  them,  as  ap« 
pears  by  your  commuaioatioa  to  me.  My  re* 
gret  is  greatly  increased, .  when  I  reflect  and  see 
that  the  two  modes  pointed  out  are  the  moec 
simple,  proper,  an4  Just, which  could  be  resorted 
to  to  terminate  a  dispute  in  which  each  of  tho 
parties  proceeds  with  good  fiiith^  and  conceives 
It  is  in  the  right*  It  was  one  which  was  admit* 
ted  by  the  united  States  ihettiselves^  when,  in 
the  laie  war,  they  accented  the  mediation  of 
Russia,  for  the  purpose  or  settling  and  adjuatibg, 
under  the  auspices  of  that  mediation,  the  poiois 
OH  which  they  hsd  not  been  able  to  sgeee.  Nor 
can  I  more  easily  comprehend  why  there  should 
be  any  obstacle  to  admitting  one  of  those  two 
modes  because  the  United  States  have  no  com* 
munications  made  to  them,  by  the  Governments 
of  Europe,  of  the  order  and  state  of  their  negoti- 
ations, and  their  system  of  policy  has  no  interest 
or  relation  with  that  pursued  by  those  Powers ; 
it  being  considered  expedient,  as  you  assure  me, 
to  avoid  entering  into  the  labyrinth  of  European 
politics^  As  the  points  in  dtsp^]te  between  your 
(Government  and  that  of  Spain  are  not  entan- 
gled in  this  labyrinth,  and  as  the  GorernoMnt  of 
the  United  States  is  confident,  as  you  state,  that 
their  rights  are  clear,  and  their  arguments  invin* 
cible,  I  cannot  conceive  what  inconvenience  can 
result  fpom  referrin|^  these  rights  and  theseargu* 
menta  to  an  impartial  third  party,  in  whom  the 
United  States  have  the  ipreatest  confidence^  and 
submitting  th<  case  to  its  judgineut  and  decision; 
or  from  conferring  on  the  points  embraced  by 
the  present  cascj  and  settling  and  adjusting  them 
under  the  mediation  of  aoch  Power  or  Powers 
as,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  are  most  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  your  Government.  I  was  told 
by  Mr.  Monroe^  in  one  of  his  early  notes,  that  if 
this  case  were  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  an 
impartial  tribunal,  disposed  to  take  it  into  don 
consideration,  he  was  confident  the  decision  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  I  know  not, 
for  my  part,  what  would  be  the  result;  but  what 
I  can  assure  you  is,  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
decision  of  the  tribunal  to  which  the  two  Gk>vera^ 
ments  had  agreed  to  refer  their  differences,  it 
would  meet  the  ^approbation  of  His  Catholic 
Bdajesty,  and  relieve  him  from  the  anxiety  crea- 
ted by  this  busineat. 

Why  not,  then,  make  choice  of  a  tribunal,  and 
submit  to  its  decision  ?    la  it  poasible  there  can- 
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not  be  foutid  in  ike  wfiole  mriftone  m  Oovera^ 
mmt,  or  a  Mmiber  jof  iDdiridotls,  wortfay  of  cmh 
fid^Dce  in  tech  a  east  ?*  I  am  letiafied  that  your 
CkvemflMttt  neitber  does  nor  can  thialc  so ;  aad 
tbat  its  ioTe  of  peace  and  amity  witb  ail  Powers, 
iu  firmadbereace  lo  tbe  prioeipies  of  cqaityaad 
jastice^  and  its  baniaae  sentimeots,  offer  tbe 
Lest  aroanded  hopes  that  tbe  present  diffieohies 
wiU  DO  orereome,  aad  tbe  wisbed  for  mbmeoi:  is 
al  baad  wben  all  Ibe  diiereaees  peadiag  frill  be' 
fioally  settled  to  tbe  entire  sitis&otiea  of  botb 
Ooveraaieiitt. 

■  8eeia^,  therefore,  by  yoor  eommaaioatione  to 

me,  that  the  opinions  stilt  maintained  by  tbe  Oor- 

ejrnmeal  of  tbe  United  States  are  derogalory  to 

tbe  iaditpatable  rigku  of  tbe  Crown  ii  Spain, 

aad  tbat  yon  proptose  no  basis  capable  of  reooa- 

ciliay  the  contradictory  news  respectiTcly  taken 

by  each  €U>veriMnent  of  tbe  subject,  I  find  myscif 

oaproTided  witb  satiable  powers  aad  iastmctieas 

finally  to  agree  on  and  stipulate  ia  tbe  pieseat 

case.    I  am,  therefore,  uader  tbe  necessicy  of  de*- 

spatebinca  coarier  to  Madrid  to  inform  my  Sot« 

eieigii  of  the  aetnal  stale  of  this  negotialioa,  aad 

tp  ne^uesl  of  bim  the  accessary  orders  and  la* 

straolioBs,  by  incieuiag  my  powers,  as  may  be 

deemed  requisite;  itt  reference  to  ezistiag  eiieam- 

staaees. 

In  tbe  meantime,  I  confidently  hope  tbai  tbe 
Gk>Ternment  of  the  United  States  wili  rely  oa 
tbe  bi^Jior  and  good  faith  of  tbe  Spaaasb  Oorem- 
meot.  aad  in  tbe  earneet  desire  of  His  Oatbo- 
lic  M^ieaty  to  satisfy'  the  United  States,  and' 
strengthen  tbe  ties  or  tbe  most  perfect  harmony 
and  good  understanding. 

As  tbe  partial  gazettes  throtigbont  t&e  Unfon 
unfortonately  endeavor  to  Scatter  the  seeds  of  an- 
imosity in  the  minds  of  anguavded  persons,  or 
sQcb  aa  are  anioforaied  on  the  points  embraced 
by  tbe  differences  pendieg;  aad  ae  ibc  Ceagiess 
hlkB  requested  inforaMilion  of  tbe  President  on  ibe 
present  mate  of  those  difieren^iBs^  who  ba»  laid 
oefore  the  House  of  Representaiteea  tbe-eflmial 
cDfrespopdence  on  these  soknects,  botb  here  aad 
ai  Madrid^  it  woald  be-  desirable  tbat  bia  fihcceA- 
Icaey  would  be  pleased  also  to  lay  tbe  present 
note  before  Congeess,  as  it  forms  a  part,  and  is 
tbe  eomplemenc  of  that  corrcspondeace, aad-pre** 
seats  the  mopt  onqaestienable  ticw  of  tbe  ami"* 
cable  dieposiiioas  of  Spala,  aad  of  Ibe  determina- 
tion ef  His  Cachelic  llajesty  to  obmi  notbia^  lo 
meet  tbe  juai  wisbea  aad  hopes  of  tbe  United 
Slates.  I  tberefore  hope  tbat  tbe  President  wiU> 
be  pleased  to  dtrect  tbie  mcaaarc}  and  ibai  yoa 
will  oeatribate  to  ite  adoption. 

la  tbe  meaatime,  it  is  my  meat  ardent  wish 
tbat  yoa  may  suggest  a  jasi  mode  by  which  we 
nsay  be  eaabled  to  approach  tbe  accessary  baaia 
for  tbe  settlemeBl  of  all  tbe  dificrences  pending, 
bjT  remoTing  tbe  principal  difficulties  w^icb  bare 
bitbef  to  obstructed  our  progress,  as  I  shall,  not* 
withstandiag  tbe  deficiency  of  my  powers  and 
insiractions,  witb  tbe  greatest  pleasure,  take  into 
doe  consideration,  without  waiung  for  new  orders 
from  my  Sorereign.  Yoa  mast  be  aware,  sir, 
tbat  ibose  I  am  already  furaisbed  with  caanoi 


esteafl  to  tbaeasb  preeentedby  the  proposals 
coniaiaed  ia  your  note  of  tbe  16tb  JantiAry,  since' 
Spain  aeter  imagined  that  tbe  Bio  "Ckdamch* 
hitbetto  spoken  of  by  tbe  Minister  of  this  Re«- 
pablte,  ceuld  be  any  other  tbtn  tbat  of  Nafchi<* 
taebes}  aad  I  did  not  efen  ibink  ^  mennt  to* 
speak  of  any  other  in  youir  note,  until  I  was  mrCre 
exactiv  informed  by  yoa ;  the  rirer  wbieb  yoa 
wisbed  to  designate  beitfg  leaowa  by  tbe  name  of 
San  Marcos,  or  de  las  Ganas.  This  efircuslstanee, 
taken  In  connezton  whb  the  other  respecting  tbe 
cessiea  of  the  Floridas  wiiboat  atiy  eouiTaleat 
or  relribation  whaterer,  produces  an  infinite  dif*' 
ference  in  tbe  yiew  to  be  taken  of  tbe  first  pro* 
poaals  made  on  the*  part  of  your  Government  to* 
that  of  Hia  Catholic  Majesty;  and  I  am  unM^le* 
to  stipulate  sach  sacriiwes,  on  points  of  sacb 
magnitude,  until  I  hare  preriousljr  coosolMd' 
my  Court,  and  recelred  orders  and  instructioaa* 
adiapied  to  the  purpoae.  Hence  I  find  myself  an*" 
der  the  aecessity  of  despatching  a  messenger  to 
Madrid  with  aU  possible  eapedition.  But  to  pre- 
rent  tbe  loss  of  time,  in  the- meanwhile,  this  need 
not  prereat  offr  contiaaiag  the  negotiation,  and 
employrng  erery  proper  means  to  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion,  on  principlca  of  common  Jmilee  and 
rectproeal  conrenienoe,  to  tbe  satisfkotion  of  botb' 
Qerernmenls.  Te  attain  this,  I  conceire  it  wiM 
not  be  difllcttlt,  proridcd  we  confine  ouradrea  to 
tbe  esseaiial  objects  of  the  dispvte,  and  honor* 
ably  reject  wfaaterer  has  no  important  connexion' 
witb  it,  or  cannot  ooniribate  to  the  end  in  riew. 
I  fiatter  miyeelf,  isir,  that  botb  you  and  your 
dorernment  wlU  proceed  under  the  influence  of- 
simiiar  aenttments.  Reposing  in  this  hope,  I 
renew  to  yoo  tbe  assurancea  of  tny  distinguished 
esseem  aad  respect.  God  preserre  you  many- 
years. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS: 


Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
WAaBiNQTOK,  March  27, 1818. 

Sir:  In  tbe  Prestdeni^s  Message  iranamitted 
to  Gongresa  oa  tbe  dfiib  instant,  on  tbe  ataie  of 
the  pteseat  war  wkb  tbe  Semiaele  Indiana,  it  ia 
deelaffed  by  bia.exceUency  tbat  the  gkeater  aani* 
ber  of  those  Indians  inhabit  within  the  Mmtits  of 
Florida,  and  that  Spaia  was  coaseqneotly  booad 
tovreitiabi  them,  and  prcfcnl  their  committiii|| 
haei«litiee  againat  the  United  Stales ;  but  that  le 
is  paiafbl  to  observe  Ibal  she  has  failed  lo  falfll 
thia  obligation-;  that  it  is  yet  unknown  wbaibar 
tbe  Spaoisb  Goreinment  baa  attempted  to  fiilfii- 
it  agreeably  to  the  stipalatioa  of  ite  treaty  witb 
this  Republic ;  tbat  His  Caiboiic  Majesty  ant 
baring  kept  up  a  sufficieat  force  m  FJonda  to 
reafraia  tboae  ladians,  the  United  Stales  bad  a 
fair  right  to  enter  tbe  territory  of  tbat  Spaaisb 
prorinee  with  aa  armed  force  in  order  to  chas* 
tise  ibem,  which  will  be  effected,  showing  due 
res|>ecl  lo  tbe  Spanish  auUwrities  where  ibey 
may  exiat,  aad  evacuatiag  tbe  prorinee  as  sooa 
as  tbe  object  of  tbe  war  and  tbe  entry  into  tba 
Spaaisb  territory  shall  be  obtained. 

It  is  my  duly  to  stale  lo  you,  for  the  iafoima* 
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lioo  of  the  President,  that  the  QotBtnor  of  Flor* 
idm  uniformly  observed  the  moat  ecrapaloat  nea- 
trality  throughout  all  that  proTince  dnriofr  the 
latfr  war  betweeii  the  United  Stales  and  Qreat 
Britain,  and  constantly  employed  every  beeom- 
iag  and  practicable  means  to  avoid  all  manner 
of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  alluded 
to  by  the  President  in  hia  Message,  against  the 
people  or  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  in  proof 
of  which,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter 
xeceived  by  me  from  the  Oovernor  of  St.  Au- 

fustine,  with  a  coi respondence  also  recei? ed  from 
ira  in  relation  to  this  particular  subject.  I  am 
yet  uninformed  that  any  complaint  of  the  au« 
thorities  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
been  made  to  that  officer  of- the  Seminole  In* 
dians,  or  that  any  demand  had  been  made  of 
him  to  restrain  and  compel  them  to  make  satis* 
faction  to  the  United  States  for  any  injuries  thev 
may  have  committed*  From  the  Governor's 
correspondence,  a  liteial  copy  of  which  is  en- 
closed, it  is  evident  that  he  used  the  utmost  at- 
tention in  recommending  them  to  observe  peace 
and  the  most  perfect  harmony  with  the  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  in  appeasing  all  their  bicker* 
ings  and  jealousies,  and  in  dissuading  them  from 
every  hostile  feeling  towards  the  persons  or  prop- 
erty  of  ths  citizens  of  the  United  States.  He 
wottldalso  at.once  haveemployed  forcible  means 
to  effect  this)  in  case  any  complaint  had  been 
made  to  him  of  thope  Indians,  stating  the  exces- 
ses they  may  have  committed,  and  the  grounds 
there  existed  of  obliging  them  to  make  repara- 
tion for  the  injuries  sustained,  and  of  pilnishing 
them  for  their  outrages.  As  nothing  of  this 
kind  took  place^  I  cannot  perceive  how  a  failure 
in  this  case  can  be  attributed  to  the  Government 
of  Spain. 

As  to  what  relatesito  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
not  keeping  up  a  more  considerable  force  in  Flo- 
rida, you  mu^t  be  aware,  sir,  that  Spain  has  re- 
posed full  confidence  in  the  peace  and  good  un- 
derstanding subsisting  with  the  United  States, 
and  that,  relying  thereon,  her  attention  haabeen 
confined  to  keeping  up  such  garrieona  as  were 
absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  good  order  and 
pvblie  tranquillity  j  of  course,  she  never  enter- 
tained the 'idea  of  putting  that  province  on  a 
war  establisbsaent.  Its  earrisoos,  beinc  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  friendly  and  rcspettaole  Pow- 
er, were  competent  to  the  purposes  they  were 
intended  for,  and  to  keeping  the  Indians  depend- 
ent  on  then  within  their  duty,  and  to  enforcinff 
that  peace  nod  orderly  conduct  they  were  bound 
to  observe,  as  well  towards  the  territories  and 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  as  towards 
those  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  that  the  infor- 
mation or  advices  communicated  to  the  Presi- 
dent are  without  foundation  $  and  I  therefore 
hope  that  his  excellencjr,  on  correcting  the  truth 
of  facts  by  an  examination  of  the  correspondence, 
(copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,)  as  well 
as  by  other  suitable  means,  will  be  pleased  to 
prevent  any  violation  of  the  territory  of  Florida, 
or  any  other  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  by 


the  troops  of  the  United  States.  If  that  faol 
should  unfortunately  be  realized,  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  enter  my  solemn  pirotest  affatnst  it,  in  the 
name  of  the  King,  my  master ;  But  confidently 
relying  on  the  rectitude  and  wisdom  of  yoor' 
Government,  I  trust  that  its  measures  will  con- 
form to  the  strict  principles  of  justice  and  that 
good  faith  in  which  His  Catholic  Majesty  places 
full  confidence.  Spain  has  at  all  times  strictly 
fulfilled  her  engagements  stipulated  by  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  and,  while  she  prides 
herself  on  a  religious  observance  of  them,  in 
every  partioular  relating  to  the  Indians  inhabit- 
ing within  the  territories  of  the  monarchy,  she 
is  also  desirous  of  protecting  those  unfortunates, 
and  of  acquitting  herself  towards  them. of  every 
duty  dictated  by  humanity.  She  has  never  per- 
mitted them  to  be  molested  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, nor  a  single  step  to  be  taken  tending  to 
their  extermination,  the  dispossessing  them  of 
their  properties,  or  disturbing  them  m  the  (te9 
enjoyment  of  their  customs  and  government. 
The  philanthropic  sentiments  of  the  American 
Government  and  people  are  assuredly  In  unison 
with  those  of  His  Ca<tholic  Majesty  on  this  point. 
I  therefore  hope  that  those  Indians,  on  being  pun- 
ished for  the  violences  or  injuries  they  mav  hare 
committed,  will  be  viewed  with  that  indulgence 
by  the  President  which  thdr  ignorance  and  rus- 
ticity seem  to  claim  for  them. 

I  renew  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  respect, 
and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  maay  years. 
*  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Dpfi  Jon  Coppingdr,  Chvmior  of  Si.  Augutiine,  to 
^  San  LuisDe  OnU> 

St.  AuouaTiHB,  Floaioa, 

Februarff  10, 1818. 

Most  Bxoillbnt  Sib:  I  have  most  attentively 
examined  the  contents  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
of  December  last,  in  .relation  to  the  complaints 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
that  of  the  province  under  my  command,  founded 
on  the  protection  alleged  to  have  been  afiSwded 
to  the  English  in  their  late  war  with  that  nation ; 
also,  on  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  Indiana 
under  the  protection  of  our  Government,  and 
affirmed  to  oe  fomented  by  the  Spaniards. 

The  occasion  furnishes  a  theme  for  ample  and 
well-fooaded  discussion,  were  I  to  undertake  to 
point  out  to  voo  the  motives  of  these  complaints, 
and  if  I  could  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  province,  as  to  what  regards  the 
United  States,  with  theira  in  respect  to  the  Span- 
ish nation,  on  those  different  ooeasions  on  which 
they  have  hitherto  and  still  do  give  proofs  of 
their  proceedings  upon  the  subject  of  neutrality ; 
but  leaving  this  to  four  enlightened  and  judicious 
investigation,  I  now  proceed  to  submit  to  you 
such  information  and  documents  as  are  in  my 
reach,  in  compliance  with  yoor  request. 

In  order  to  answer  you  categorically,  I  have 
bad  recourse  to  the  archives  of  the  Secretary's 
office  for  this  Gtovernmsnt,  and  have  collected 
such  documents  as  are  essential,  copies  of  which 
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are  btvetritk  trantmitted,  marked  No.  t  to  14. 
They  will  readily  solve  the  two  problems  brought 
into  diseostioo,  and  show  that  the  systeiA  of  this 
QoTenimeat  has  been  diam'etrieally  opposite  to 
the  proceediDgs  attriboted  to  it,  which  are  wbollf 
without  solid  or  eren  plaasiUe  foandatioQ. 

In  fact,  what  mora  eoniincing  proof  can  be 
offered  of  the  obserrance  of  the  strictest  neutral- 
ity than  the  total  ignorance  of  any  complaint 
ever  being  made  here  by  the  Gorernment  of  the 
Uoited  States,  their  officers  and  citizens,  of  any 
infractions  ?    The  letters  of  Brigadier  Don  Se- 
bastian Eindelan,  then  goTernor  of  this  proTiace, 
to  the  different  officers  under  his  commandi  re- 
cobmending  the  obserTance  of  the  strictest  neu- 
trality towards  the  belligerents,  ofifer  similar  proofs 
of  this  spirit.    The  letter  of  John  Brown,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  Uoited  States,  written  at  that  period, 
the  claim  made  of  the  commander  of  the  fifoglish 
squadron,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
George  Woodbine,  captain  of  infantry,  and  Brit- 
ish agent  with  the  Indian  nations,  at  the  time 
be  came  here,  forming  part  of  the  documents  now 
transmitted,  are  additional  CTidence  of  the  pro- 
tection afforded  to  American  citizens,  in  conform* 
ity  to  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  sixth  article  of 
tile  treaty  of  amity,  limits^  and  commerce,  con- 
eluded  between  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Ameri- 
can nation  on  tiie  27th  of  October,  1795* 

If  your  excellency  attends  for  a  moment  to  the 
charge  of  hostilities  eommitted  hj  Indians  inhab* 
iting  ahis  proriaae  on  citizen*  of  tbe  U|iited  States 
in  cQVwequence,  as  is  alleged,  of  the  hostile  feel- 
ings suggested  and  fomeatea  by  the  Spaniards, 
it  wili  be  no  difficult  matter  to  repel  i^  and  re- 
fute an  insinuation  so  injurious  to  the  Sjmnisfa 
eharaetet.  Truth  needs  no  circumlocution  to 
proTe  it ;  in  eommnnieatiag,  therefore,  evidence 
on  tbia  point,  it  will  suffice  to  lay  before  you  my 
correspondence  with  Boleck,  a  Seminole  chief, 
making  part  of  the  enclosed  documents,  for  the 
purpose  of  eojoiaiag  on  him  a  strict  obaerTanee 
of  peac4^  good  order,  and  friendship  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  This  will  demon- 
strate to  them  and  to  the  world  that  the  Gorern- 
ment  and  inhabitants  of  this  province,  so  far  from 
being  isstigators  of  hostility  and  discord,  have 
performed  the  office  of  friends  and  peace-makers, 
and  that  the  political  conduct  of  the  superior  of- 
ficers in  Bast  Florida  has  been  founded  on  the 
Srinciples.tMT  reason,  justice,  and  friendship.  In- 
uenoed  by  the  sentiments  of  honor  and  good 
faith  which  have  ever  oharacterizad  the  Spanish 
nation,  I  was  solely  animated  by  tbem  when  I 
invited  the  chief  Boleck  to  come  and  see  me, 
which  he  did.  I  then  recommended  to  him  most 
earnestly  to  refuse  any  retreat  or  asylum  within 
his  territory  to  the  fugitive  slaves  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  offisred  to  act  as  a  mediator  in  his 
differences,  if  he  had  any.  To  which  he  replied, 
that  be  had  no  other  than  those  connected  with 
hia  endeavors  to  preserve  his  cattle,  which  ware 
daily  stolen  from  bim  by  the  Americans,  who, 
besides,  were  endeavoring  to  dislodge  him  from 
his  territories. 

I  leave  it  to  the  discernment  and  decision  of 


politicians  to  oronounee  whether,  in  the  course 
of  the  events  alluded  to,  the  most  unimpeachable 
neutrality  and  good  faith  have  not  been  observed 
by  the  Government  of  this  province.  The  proofs 
referred  to  in  support  of  this  are  so  clear  and  con- 
vincing that  I  refrain  from  trespassing  further  on 
youjsatisfied  as  I  aip  that  your  accurate  judgment 
win  fire  the  proper  direction  to  the  affair  in 
question. 
God  preserve  you  many  years.    . 

JOSE  COPPINGBR. 

No.  1. 
St.  AoausTiiiB,  January  11|:  1815, 
Bia :  I  have  reoaived  yours  of  the  8th  instant, 
informing  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  King's  schooner 
the  Empesinada;  also  trf.theappearanceoff  the 
bar  of  seven  frigates,  three  brigi,  and  two  school- 
ers, supposed  to  be  English*  In  reply  to.tha  Arit 
part  of  yourlettar,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
afford  the  commander  of  the  Empezinada  aU  the 
facilities  in  your  power  for  the  repair  of  hia  va^ 
sel;  and  to  the  second,  that,  as  Blis  Majesty  haa 
recommended  to^me  the  observance  of  the  atriat- 
est  neutrality,  you  will  firmiy  maintain  it  in  a 
becoming.ounner^  bv  not  permitting  any  foseiga 
troops  to  laud  WLihin  the  Spanish  territory,  or 
affording  any  aid  or  aastatance  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, the  said  troops  being  at  war  with  the 
United  Slates.  You  will  not  fail  to  give  me 
immediate  advice  of  whatever  may  occur. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 
To  Don  faaiiANDO  db  la.  Pubntb. 
A  true  copy ; 

TOMAB  DB  AGUILAR. 
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No.  9. 

St.  A^ouaTiNBi  FLoainA, 

January  21, 1815. 

Sia :  I  am  happy  to  learn  the  amendment  of 
your  health,  announced  in  yours  of  the  17th  in- 
stant^ and  hope  it  is  now  peneetljr  re-established ; 
but,  in  ease  it  ia  not,  you  will  take  charge  of  tha 
command  provisionally,  and  of  course  open  the 
correspondence  I  have  directed  to  yon,  as  well 
as  any  future  comaaunications,  to  ^ive  all  due 
effect  to  their  aontents.  I  further  wform  yoa 
that,  as  circumstances  have  render^  It  neeessavy 
to  prohibit  the  export  of  provisions  from  thie 
province,  you  will  not  permit  any  to  be  taken  ol( 
and  on  this  ground,  as  well  as  that  of  neoesstty, 
you  wilL  in  the  most  civil  manner,  decline  oiba- 
ing  or  affording  any  supplies  to  tne  Euf^lish,  4>f 
provisions,  arm&i  warlike  stores,  or  anvthtng  else 
to  be  bostildy  employed  againat  the  ladtad 
States,  or  any  aid  or  assistance  for  their  remaia- 
ing  in  their  present  position,  pointing  out  to  thenii 
in  the  most  attentive  and  becoming  way,  the  ne- 
cessity we  are  under  of  observing  the  strictest 
neutrality,  recommended  to  us  by  our  Court  on 
the  most  serious  responsibility;  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence, and  to  avoid  the  compromitment  of 
this  province,  it  would  be  desirable  they  should 
cease  their  visits  and  eommanieationa  with  the 
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4nJiabit«Q|s.    la  cafe .  tb«  comcoftidftot  is  in  « 
jitite  fit  for  duty,  yoa  will  deliT^r  hiqn  tim  origi- 
outl  of  this  lettfr  for  his  govetwixutnx, 
QoA  gmot  you  many  ynrs. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDBUiN. 
ToDjoo  Crmtob,4L  Bjiijo. 
A  true  copy : 

TOAiAS  DE  AQUIl^AK. 

No.?. 

St.  AtiouBTiNB,  Jon.  21,  1815. 

Sir  :  I  ipprore  of  yoar  oooduct  in  endeaToriog 
CO  prerent  tne  approach  of  the  Eogllsh  ships  of 
wir  iato  yaor  nver,  and  you  will  inform  tnem 
.that  ail.  DO  aocount  wbateTer  are  thev  to  eater 
tharein^or  station ilkeoiseWca  withiii  hall.  If  die* 
«arei«a  ia  these  attempts,  they  will  loseiheir  alaim 
ao  th«t  name  for  which  ikey  hare  a  repuiatioo. 
I  hare  also  to  direct  you  that,  in  ease  they  wish 
aawttter  their  ships,  yoa  will  decline  it  in  an  at- 
tentive and  poUte  manner,  and  explain  to  them 
^  difficulties  which  oppose  their  receiving  sup- 
fiiea;  in  one  word,  yoa  will,  io  your  communi- 
eation  with  tltem,  avoid  whatever  may  compro- 
sut  Jthe  neutrality  which  is  eo  strictly  enjoiaed 
am  us.    God  preeerve  you  many  yean. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

To  Don  PaoRo  MiRANAAy 
Barbw  Ma^tterui  Amdifi  Mmd. 
A  true  oopy : 

^MAS  DB  AOUILAR. 

No.  A. 

St.  AuodBTiMF,  Feb.  4, 1815. 
1|08T  SfiOBLLRiiT  Sui :  Acompiaiut  has  been 
laid  before  me  by  Robert  Harding,  a  citizen  of 
^e  United  States  of  Ame<lpa,  stating  the  capture, 
by  His  Britanojc  Majesty's  .forces  under  your 
commiind,  of  his'  boat,  called  the  Maria  Teresa, 
then  at  anchor  witbin  the  Spanish  waters  of  Bell's 
mer.  at  thp  spot  kaowii  by  this  name  of  Roun's 
•Blufl,and  claiminff  the  protection  of  the  Spanish 
Qavernment,  to  iniich  he  eonoeives  himself  en- 
titied,  hath  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  sixth 
attiele.of  the  treaty  of  Amity,  limits,  and  naaiga- 
itioB,  eoaeladad  between  His  Gathdie  Nnjeety 
tim  King  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  of 
Aapenea,  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  on  the^Tth  of 
jO«itober,  ITflfi^  in  order  that  a  due  inquiry  may  he 
made  of  .the  iaets,  to  obtain  the  restoratiou  of  ^aid 
boat.  You  wiU  madily  admit  the  propriety  there 
is  in  my  atieiKliag  to  this  claim,  aad  the  impot t* 
aaoe  attached  to  3m  maintenance  of  national  ja- 
lifsdiotioii  and  the  iaithfpl  observance  of  treaues. 
This  afikir,  batng  important,  cannot  be  viewed 
with  Indifferraoe,  as  siiance  would  give  room  for 
aon|eetuees  unfavorable  to  the  honor  of  the  Span- 
iah  character,  and  to  the  good  faith  with  which 
it  observes  treaties  of  compacts.  The-  English 
nation,  being  in  strict  alliance  aad  amity  with 
Spain,  oaanat  fail  to  disapprove  such  proceedings, 
wiiieh  have  «  tendency  to  affect  their  friendship 
and  that  lavor  and  protection  which  are  juptly 
due  to  so  ciaee  A  uaion.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
your  «xeeUeaay,  penetrated  with  the  sentiments 
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iapefarfihl«fram  these  naahaken  pciaaiplea,  will 
have  tha^oodness  to  tahe  this  claim. into  consid* 
eration  i  and,  vclyiqg  on  the  mutual  good  under-> 
standing  subsiiKing  between  Spain  and  .filaglikad) 
I  venture  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  lo  gite 
orders  for  the  laataiatioQ  of  the  apove^meoiiaaod 
vessel,  as  I  heve  a  satisiaction  in  veOectiag  that 
your  well*hr»own  aeal  and  reputation  wlTl  he  a 
soce  pladge  of  your  respect  for  the  honor  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  which  reposes  full  coafideoee  in 
the.fidelity  <of  its  friends  and  allies. 

I  reqpest  you  to  ceceive  the  Msuraaees  of  the 
hi|^  coBsid^raUon  with  which  I  aQi,.$ir,  pour 
most  obedient  servant, 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

Sir  Onosai  Cookburh, 
Mear  Adndnd  (f  H,  B.  M.  $quadr99L 

A  true  copy:     .  TOM  AS  DB  AGUILAR. 

No.  5. 

HEAPaUARTl^RB,  Ca|fBBRLA|tO  ISJUiJip, 

February  13, 1815. 

VoaT  EzontLBNT  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  ceceipt  ef  jraur  excellency's  lat- 
ter of  the  4th  inetaut,  soliciting,  on  the  grouade 
thereto  slated,  the  restovatioo  oif  the  Maria  Te- 
lesa,  a  vessel  belaaging  to  Robert  Hardiag,  u 
citizen  of  the  Unitad  States,  captured  by  the 
foroe  under  my  coflsmaad.  This  aflbir  took 
plaee  befera  my  arrival ;  and  His  Majeaty's  offi^ 
cats  .who  made  the  capture  affirm  that  the  Tjeesal 
was  navigatiag  the  waters  of  the  St.  Mary's 
rlTiCr,  in  violation  of  the  blockade,  at  the  aa^ 
meat  they  gave  chase  to  her.  They,  eoas^ 
queatly,  thought  themselves  justified  in  captun- 
iag  her;  and  it  is,  therefore,  necessary  sheshouU 
he  sent  to  some  pert  where  an  admiralty  court  ia 
ealahlished  for  the  decision  of  snch  cases.  lu 
this  view  of  the  case,  the  impartial  justice  ad- 
ministered  in  the  courts  of  His  Britannic  Mar 
jeaty,  as  is  weH  known  to  you,  forbids  any  appei^ 
hension  that  this  incident  can  interrupt  the 
friendship  and  good  understanding  happily  saht- 
sisting  between  the  two  €k>vemmants.  It  may, 
howeirer,  not  be  superfiuous  to  call  yoorattentiaft 
t0  4he  inconsistency  of  such  a  claim  on  behalf  of 
a  cltiaea  of  the  United  Suites  by  the  Spanis<| 
nation,  and  particularly  through  the  medium  of 
your  excellency,  when  we  reflect  that  the  Amerir 
cUns  have,  in  a  hostile  manner,  possessed  them- 
selves of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  tenritoiy 
under  your  ioimediate  command;,  and,  fnithar, 
that «  number  of  them,  styled  patriots,  were,  ac 
the  vary  moment  of  the  occurrence  complaiaed 
of,  in  possession  of  the  territory  surrounding  the 
spot  yon  allude  to,  ^Rose's  Bluff)  And  although 
the  Qovernment  ot  the  United  States,  after  bar- 
ug  ordered  Fernandina  and  past  of  East  Florida 
to  be  occupied  by  their  troops  for  a  year,  has 
thought  fit  to  disclaim  any  authority  for  the  i^ 
vasion  of  the  Spanish  territory,  yoa  cannot  be 
ignorant  that  the  officer  who  co-operated  with 
the  gunboats  in  the  hostile  movements  of  tha 
said  Americans,  styled  patriots,  still  retained  tha 
command  of  that  flotilla,  which  it  is  not  pre- 
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Miaabi«  woali  have  been  permtitad  had  lie  not 
acted  eoaforniAbly  to  kis  orders.    A  late  oeeor- 
rence  at  Peotaeoia,  ia  West  Florida,  followed  by 
the  destruction  of  Fort  BaraDcaa,  is  an  addi- 
ttonal  proof  how  liule  the  Americans  arc  dis- 
posed to  respect  the  neotralitjr  of  Spain,  except 
in  cases  like  the  present,  in  which  they  are  likely 
to  gai^  somethiof .    I  bieg  your  excellency,  how- 
ever, to  be  persuaded  that,  although  I  consider; 
Ibc  foregoing  remarks  as  indispensable,  since 
they  proTe  the  slender  foundation  them  peopft 
liaTe  to  claim  the  protection  of  a  neutrality 
which  they  have  so  recently  and  so  extensively 
violated,  yet  it  is.  my  anxioas  wish  to  respect  as 
eacred  and  invtolable  not  only  the  neutrality  of 
the  proviace  under  your  government,  but  also 
all  the  fifhu  you.asay  claim  of  me  in  behalf  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  when  they  do  not  interfere 
with  my  doty  to  ray  own. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the 
hjgh  consideration  and  respect  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  faithful  and 
obedient  servant, 

QEORQE  COCKfiURN, 
Bear  AdmiraL 

His  Bx'ey  Don  SaBACTiAN  Kindblan,  dbe. 

A  true  copy:  T.  DB  AGUILAR. 

No.  6. 
PROTEST. 

FeniaANDmA,  Amelia  Mand^  £.  F.   . 

Th  is  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
huiidved  and  ifteen,  apiwared  before  Don  Jose 
Pacot,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Cuba  infontry, 
military  aiid  civil  commandant  a«d  deputy  of  the 
royal  treaaury  (hacienda)  at  said  place,  John 
Brown,  late  captain  of  the  American  ship  Sab- 
ine, captured  on  the  30th  of  January  by  the 
British  forces,  who  declared  his  wish  to  enter  his 
protest  against  said  capture,  noted  at  this  com- 
mand, on  the  83d  of  the  same  month,  for  the  like 
cause,  and  in  presence  of  the  witnesses  Don  Jose 
Maria   Ugarte,  ah  inhabitant  of  this  province^ 
and  Juan  de  RoscUo,  corporal  of  inrantry.  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  yhe  want  of  a  notary  public, 
having  first  declared  his  accepfianoe  and  taken 
oath  in  due  form,  through  the  medium  of  Don 
Jorge  Clark,  appointed  interpreter,  on  the  Holv 
Bible,  according  to  the  Protestant  faith, of  which 
he  is  a  member,  to  speak  the  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,  deposes:  That  the  said  ship  Sab- 
ine, formerly  the  Countess  of  Harcourt,  was  cap- 
tared  in  the  late  war  by  the  United  States  priva* 
teer  schooner  Sabine,  and  carried  into  Su  Ma^ 
rys,  in  Georgia,  where  she  was  tried  before  the 
Uourt  of  Admiralty  for  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  and 
condemned  as  good  prize,  put  up  at  public  sale 
tlie  5th  October,  1B14,  and  bought  by  Messrs. 
Diego  Williams,  Juan  Gooding,  and  Joan  Don- 
aeii,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  as  duly  af^ars  by 
the  documents  to  be  referred  to.    That  the  said 
purchasers  of  the  prize,  beiuff  apprehensive  that 
she  would  be  attacked  by  the  British  force,  as 
aetually  happened,  took  measures  to  shelter,  and 


did  shelter,  her  within  the  Spanish  territorv,  by 
makinff  her  fast  in  a  creek  connected  with  the 
Spanish  river,  Santa  Maria  la  Chica,  (Little  Stir 
Imirys)  in  the  firm  belief  that,  under  tne  protect 
tion  of  a  neutral  Power  in  amity  both  witii 
Great  Britain  and  the  Untied  States,  she  wae 
act  exposed  to  atttck  or  injury,  from  the  respect 
it  was  thought  would  be  observed  to  her  while 
within  the  Spanish  limits.  She  was  carried  four 
miles  up  said  creek,  and  made  fast  to  the  trees. 
In  this  situation  she  was  boarded  by  a  BritiA 
force,  detached  by  Admiral  George  Cockbuni| 
who  was  In  possession  of  the  country  towards  Si. 
Marys,  with  his  headquarters  at  Cumberlaiil 
Island.  They  carried  off  by  force  part  of  the 
propertv  on  beard  said  ship,  and  the  next  day 
took  full  possession  of  her,  and  carried  her  m 
from  the  Spanish  territory  to  Cumberland  Isfamd. 
where  sh^  bad  a  cargo  of  negroes  pot  on  boara 
of  her,  and  was  sent,  as  deponent  was  informed| 
to  a  British  port,  supposed  to  be  Bermuda,  foe 
adjudication  as  prise  of  war ;  aad  as  neither  the 
deponent  nor  any  oae  on  board  committed  any 
act  whatever  that  could  serve  as  a  motive  for  the 
proeeedings  of  the  captors  In  violation  of  the  jaa- 
tice  of  Spain,  and  her  dignity  and  absolute  neu- 
miUty  towavds  both  nations,  nor  aaade  the  small- 
est resistance  to  the  seizure,  as  is  public  tati 
notorious,  he  therefore  protests,  once,  twioe, 
thrice,  and  as  i^ea  as  may  be  necessary,  both  on 
behair  of  himself  and  of- all  those  interested  in 
the  said  ship,  against  the  proceedings  of  fhe  said 
Admiral  Cockburn,  as  well  as  ajfuinst  all  otlieiB 
of  whom  he  may  and  ought  of  rinht  to  claim  for 
the  damages  and  losses  sostaiBed  by  this  iliegid 
seizure,  and  also  agatost  the  violation  of  the  neu- 
trality of  the  province  of  Bast  Florida,  to  the 
injury  of  the  parties  intierested  in  the  said  prise 
before  thrc  seizure,  declaring,  as  he  now  does,  that 
he  refers  to  the  note  of  this  protest,  made  en  tlie 
23d  of  January,  which  was  made  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition  at  this  command.  All  which  he 
declares  and  confirms  upon  the  oath  h®  has 
taken;  and  having  required  chisortgiaal  docu- 
ment to  take  bis  recourse  therewith,  I  hav« 
granted  bira  complete  and  ample  testimony  of 
the  sam^,  and  signed  it,  together  with  the  said 
commander  and  interpreter,  to  which  "We  Wit- 
nesses present  bear  tesiimoay. 

GIL  JOSE  PACOT, 
JOHN  BROWN, 
JORGE  CLARE, 
JOSE  MARIA  UGARTE, 
JUAN  DE  ROSELLO. 

MEMORIAL. 

May  it  plea»e  ytmr  Excellency : 

Mr.  John  Brown,  late  captain  of  the  Americin 
ship  Sabine,  formerly  the  Countess  of  Harcourt, 
wim  all  due  respect  submits:  That  the  said  tea- 
sel being  within  the  shelter  and  refuge  of  a  cieek 
of  the  nver  called  Santa  Maria  la  Chiea,  (Little 
Su  Marys,)  within  the  limits  of  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  was  attacked  and  seized  on  by  the  forces 
or  His  Britannic  Majesty,  under  the  command 
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of  A4mirmi  Gkorg«  Co^kborn,  in  the  mode  and 
manner  daly  set  forth  in  the  annexed  protest, 
•made  and  entered  before  the  militarf  and  civil 
vGommander  of  the  town  of  Fernandina,  and  at- 
tested by  proper  witnesses,  in  the  want  of  a  pob- 
lic  notary.  The  said  river  being  within  the 
limits  of  the  dominions  of  His  Cathoiie  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  vessel  seised  on  when  that  Power 
was  in  a  state  of  peace  and  amity  both  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  the  offence  committed  by  this  ootra- 
gtous  act  is  evident,  as  well  as  the  violation  of 
tie  neniral  territory,  to  which  a  sacred  respect 
was  doe,  and  of  those  universal  laws  which  are 
maintained  and  acknowledged  by  all  independent 
Btates  and  Princes.  It  being  the  dnty  of  this 
memorialist  to  claim  of  your  excellency  a  de- 
mand of  the  restoration  of  said  vessel,  in  Tirtoe 
of  the  protection  afforded  to  him  by  the  stipola- 
tion  contained  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity,  limits,  and  navigation,  concluded  between 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  United 
Btates  of  America,  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  Octo- 
ber S7, 1705,  expressly  applicable  to  cases  of  this 
nature.  H^  therefore,  entreats  your  excellency 
to  be  pleased  to  canae  Che  necessary  orders  to  be 
-iasued,  and  therewith  to  employ  all  doe  efforts 
and  energy,  claiming  the  recovery  and  restora- 
tion of  the  said  vessel,  and  addressing  the  same 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  of 
Great  Brimin,  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  of 
admiralty  or  vice-admiralty,  and  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary officers  and  functionaries  authorized  to  take 
oognizanee  of  such  matters,  to  tl^e  end  that,  on 
the  exhibition  of  such  proofs  as  may  be  produced 
and  appear  satisfactor]^  and  competent  to  sab- 
ataniiate  the  contents  of  the  afore-mentioned  pro- 
test, the  said  ship  may  be  restored,  together  with 
eveiything  belon^in|[  to  her  at  the  time  of  her 
capture.    AU  which  is  hoped  from  your  justice. 

JOHN  BROWN. 
St.  AuonsTiNB,  Fa^  April  6, 1815. 

DBORH.<^St.  Augustine,  6th  April,  1815.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Auditor  of  the  War  Department. 

K1ND£LAN. 

Notification. — Before  me,  Joan  de  Bntralgo, 
Government  notary  pro  tern.  At  St.  Augustioe. 
on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  month'  and 
year,  I  attest  that  I  notified  the  foregoing  decree 
to  Captain  John  Brown. 

BNTRALGO. 

OPINION. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency : ' 

This  petition  is  the  third  that  has  been  pre- 
sented in  this  superior  tribunal,  of  like  nature  to 
that  submitted  by  Mr.  John  Brown.  In  the  two 
former  cases,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Eng- 
lish Admiral  then  at  Cumberland  Island,  in  which 
it  was  requested,  with  all  the  politeness  and  re- 
spect due  to  the  existing  alliance,  to  be  pleased  to 
cause  to  be  restored  to  their  respective  owners 
the  vessels  claimed  by  each  one,  on  the  ground 
of  their  having  been  captured  in  our  waters,  it 


being  csaentially  importaht  to  extend  to  th 
when  so  situated,  the  protection  of  our  Govern* 
ment,  in  conformity  to  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity,  limits,  and  navigation,  coa-> 
eluded  between  our  Court  and  the  United  States 
on  the  37th  of  October,  17d5,  which  runs  thus: 
[Here  follow  the  words  of  the  article.]  But  har*> 
ing  been  informed  extrajudicially,  not  only  that 
the  vessels  so  captured  within  the  Spanish  wa-> 
ters  have  not  been  restored,  but  that  the  interpo- 
sition of  our  Government  has  been  received  with 
indifference,  it  is  expedient  that  the  elaim  should 
be  made  with  all  the  ener^  required  by  the  case, 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation  asserted,  by  causing 
due  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  inviolable  rights  of 
neutrality.  By  a  reference  to  the  foregoing  ar^ 
tide,  it  is  abundantly  proved  that  the  citizens  oi 
the  United  States  are  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  our  Government  while  within  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory, and,  consequently,  to  resort  to  it  in  claim- 
ing lor  them  the  restitution  of  such  propertv  as 
may  have  been  taken  from  them  within  the  lim- 
its of  our  jurisdiction  ;  it  is  therefore  evident  and 
incontrovertible  that,  a^  the  said  treaty  remains  in 
full  force,  it  is  indispensable  to  maintain  and  ob- 
serve ita  whole  tenor  and  stipulations. 

But  setting  aside  so  decisive  an  authority  in 
support  of  the  protection  due  to  a  friendly  Power 
so  circumstanced,  ft  is  sufficient  to  view  the  case 
as  connected  with  the  principles  of  the  laws  of 
nations — a  subject  so  thoroughly  discussed  by  all« 
politicians,  that  no  one  possessing  any  ideas  upon 
internatiooal  law  dissents  from  the  general  opin- 
ion of  all  ihe  civilians  as  to  the  degree  of  aid  to  be 
afibrded  to  those  who  take  shelter  in  the  porta  or 
within  the  limits  of  a  friendly  Power ;  and.  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  a  native  of  the  Kingdom, 
any  vessel  taking  shelter  under  the  eannoa  of  a 
neutral  port  ought  to  be  defended  by  it,  by  keep- 
ing the  pursuers  at  the  distance  of  cannon  shot. 
And  would  it  not  be  a  stain  on  the  character  of 
our  nation  to  pretend  to  misunderstand  the  fact 
of  a  friendly  vessel  being  taken  out  of  the  Span- 
ish waters,  although  only  made  fast  to  the  trees 
of  our  territory,  by  a  force  belonging  to  a  Power 
which,  although  our  ally,  was,  however,  then  at 
war  with  the  other  ?  Such  an  indifference  would 
give  rise  to  all  manner  of  cobjeetures,  which 
ever^  one  would  interpret  as  they  pleased,  but  all 
tending  to  throw  discredit  on  our  national  char- 
acter. Doubts,  at  least,  would  be  entertained  of 
our  good  faith  in  observing  our  compacts,  which 
delicate  point  is  the  distinguishing  principle  that 
has  ever  characterized  the  Spanish  name;  and 
it  is  well  known  how  important  it  is  for  a  nation 
faithfully  to  observe  her  treaties.  The  sixth  ar- 
ticle, above  referred  to,  is  so  clear  and  explicit  as 
to  leave  no  room  for  the  slightest  misinterpretation; 
and  if  it  were  now  to  give  it  a  sense  different 
from  that  expressed  in  it,  the  mischievous  conse- 
quences would  be  easily  seen. 

The  general  opinion  of  all  political  writers  is, 
that,  by  a  violation  of  a  single  article  of  a  treaty, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  whole  ought  not  to  be 
considered  as  violated.  This  point  has  been  suf- 
ficiently discussed  by  all  the  civilians.    It  can- 
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Bot  be  d«obicd  tluiL  sit  iotlf  iHniiidared/the  faiiore 
ia  ibe  last  articleoi  a  treaty  io validates  the  whole. 
In  faet)  wbai  depeodtnoe  can  be  placed  oo  the 
word  of  a  nation  wbieh  does  not  faithfully  per* 
form  its  promises  1    "What  it  stipulated  cannot 
be  undooe  er.  aimaUed,  notwithstanding'  there 
may  be  an   innocent  cause  for  it.    The  inspor- 
tanee  of  a  faithful  observance  of  treaties  may  be 
inferred  (he  adds)  from  their  being  so  highly  in- 
tereaiing  for  the  public  welfare^  the  purpose  for 
wbich  they  were  formed ;  for  this  reason  they 
mre  inTiolabie  and  sacred,  and  the  Prince  or  na- 
tion which  wonld  seek  to  violate  them  would 
justly  be  considered  as  the  enemy  of  the  general 
ireal  and  the  rtghtffof  nations.  All  nations  would 
be  under  the  neeessitv  of  openly  declaring  rhem- 
aelres  against  the  violation  of  the  public  faith,  as 
disturbers  of  society.'*    If  our  Government  did 
not  ciaina  with  firmness  the  property  taken  from 
the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  Spain, 
who  can  doubt  that  such  an  indifference  Would 
be  sufficient  to  authorize  the  conclusion  that  the 
treaty  concluded  between  the  two  nations  on  the 
S7tb  of  October,  1795,  was  thereby  violated? 
Stcq  the  English,  who  have  made  prize  of  Ame- 
Tican  Tessele within  the  Spanish  dominions,  would 
disapprove  our  conduct,  and  consider  themselves 
released  from  the  present  ties  of  amity  in  the  ex- 
pectation that,  under  similar  circumstances,  tbef 
would  be  deprived  of  that  fiivor  and  protection 
to  which  they  are  entitled  in  consequence  of  oqr 
close  alliance,    I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  a 
formal  application,  in  polite  terms,  and  embracing 
all  the  case,  be  addressed  to  the  members  of  the 
admiralty  court  at  Bermuda,  or  any  other  com- 
petent tribunal  in  Qreat  Britain,  claiming  for  the 
said  John  Brown,  and  all  others  interested  with 
him  in  the  case,  all  doe  justice;  and  hoping  that 
the  tribunal  taking  cognizance  of  it  will  be  pleased 
to  apply  to  this  present  application,  that  it,  togeth- 
er with  the  result,  may  be  laid  before  our  court. 

JUAN  DE  A.  SANTECHIES. 
St.  AuGUSTiNBj  April  11, 1815. 

DBORaB.-*St.  Augustine,  11th  April,  1B15* 
Opinion  of  the  Auditor  at  War  in  the  foregoing 
dietamen.  KINDELAN. 

Before  me,  Juan  de  Entralgo,  noinrj pro  tern. 
of  the  Government. 

NoTJu — I  certify  that  on  the  same  dky  the  ap- 

eication  above  referred  to  was  made  out  and  de- 
rered  to  the  party  interested. 

BNTRALOO. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  conformable 
to  the  originals  deposited  in  the  archives  under 
my  charae,  to  which  I  refer ;  and  that  by  order 
of  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  ma- 
rines, civil  and  military  irovernor  of  this  fortified 
place  and  province,  for  His  Majesty,  the  i>resent 
docnments  hare  been  made  out,  which  I  sign  on 
eight  sheets  of  common  paper,  not  having  used 
stamped  paper. 

JUAN  DR  ENTRALGO, 
Secrtiarff^tke  Qovemmeni. 

St.  AueuaTiifB,  Fi.oaiDAy  Feb.  4, 1818« 


No.  7. 

St.  Auqustinb,  December  30, 1814. 

Sir:  At  the  time  you  stated  to  me  verbally  the 
motives  of  your  coming  to  this  place,  I  had  the 
honor  to  represent  to  yon,  in  like  maaner,  the  or- 
ders I  had  received  from  my  Government  to  ob- 
serve the  strictest  neutrality;  that  I  could  not, 
therefore,  permit  anv  communication  with  the 
English  vessels  which  might  appear  off  the  bar^ 
that  1  would  give  you  every  facility  for  a  passage 
to  Providence; .  that  you  would  be  pleasea  to  dis- 
cbarge the  escort  of  the  people  of  oolor,  which, 
under  an  erroneous  idea  of  this  province  being 
invaded,  you  had  obtained  from  the  Seminoles  ae 
a  safeguard  on  your  journejr;  ail  which  I  repeat 
to  you  officially  for  your  io(prmation  and  govern- 
ment; and  I  now  add  that,  by  the  treaty  of  paaca 
of  1783,  both  the  Floridaa  were  ceded  to  Spain 
by  Great  Britain,  with  the  same  rights  therein  as 
possessed  by  the  latter;  and  that  by  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso  with  the  United  States  of  Ameri(»a 
in  1796,  the  northern  boundaries  of  those  pror* 
inces  were  defined,  namely,  by  a  line  commencing 
at  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  latitude,  and  running  thence  to 
the  river  Cbatahoochee^  and  from  the  junction  of 
that  river  and  the  Flint,  by  a  right  lioe,  to  the 
head  of  ihe  St.  Mary's,  in  the  Sute  of  Georgia; 
therefore,  all  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country 
to  the  south  of  said  line  are  under  the  dominion 
and  protection  of  the  Spanish  nation  ;  and  such 
of  them  as  inhabit  eastward  of  the  river  Appala- 
chee  are  included  within  the  limits  of  the  eastern 
province,  under  my  government ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  any  disem- 
barcation  of  troops  within  those  limits,  or  expe- 
dition directed  towards  this  province  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  attacking  the  United  Statoi.  will  be  con- 
sidered as  a  rupture  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  that  in  such  case  I  shall  conduct  myself  aa 
becomes  my  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  of  my  respect, 
and  to  request  ^ou  will  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
form me  in  writing  of  your  intentions. 
God  preserve  you  may  years. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

To  Capt.  GaoaoB  Woonattrs. 

A  trne  copy:       TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

No.  8: 

Curtain  Woodbim  to  Governor  Kindekm.  . 

St.  AugubtinBi  Dec  30, 1814. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  two  notes  of  this  date.  In  reply 
to  the  former,  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  have 
never  used  any  endeavors  to  induce  the  colored 
people  {Urn  morenoe)  of  the  province  to  desert ;  on 
the  contrary,  my  instructions,  since  I  have  been 
in  the  Indian  territory,  have  been  to  give  every  aid 

i as  far  aa  requisite)  to  the  cause  of  our  good  and 
aithful  ally,  the  Spanish  nation ;  I  am  only  aa- 
thorized,  in  ease  any  deserters  should  come  in 
from  the  United  States  of  Aneriea,  to  protect 
and  recruit  them  for  the  service  of  His  Bntanaie 
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AMitcNir  ip«lft  fljpttAl. 


Majesty,  agreeably  ta  Um  proclamation  of  Vice 
Admiral  Sir  Aiexaader  Cochrane;  cppy  of  which 
I  enclose  for  your  information.  Witn  respect  to 
the  few  Indian  and  colored  people  (morenoi)  who 
sttended  me  as  an  escort,  as  their  appearanee 
seems  to  haf«  produced  some  sensation  amooji 
the  inhabitants,  fvom  an  uneasiness  aboot  their 
slaTes,  I  have  given  them  orders  to  withdraw 
immediately  to  a  greater  distance  from  their 
oeighberhood,  and,  if  possible,  I  will  leafe  this 
place  in  the  eTeaiog.  I  shoold  not  hare  brought 
this  small  eseort  with  mo  if  I  had  not  been  in- 
Ibraied  by  the  Seminole  chief  Bowl«^s  that  he 
bad  certain  intelllgeace  that  a  party  of  mounted 
•banditti  were  committing  hostilities  against  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  this  neighborhood.  I  am 
greatljr  obliged  by  the  honor  you  do  me  bf  ac- 
quainting me  with  the  boondartes  of  the  territory 
which  Spain  considers  as  hers,  which  I  shall 
oommanicate  to  my  commanding  officer. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  n>y  sincere  acknowlede- 
iBentBior  your  politeness,  and  that  you  wooTd 
beliere  me  to  oe  your  most  devoted  humble 
•crTant, 

GSORQE  WOODBINE. 
Cemtain  R<nfal  Marmea^  ^ 

His  Bx'cy  Don  8.  KmniLAN,  fc* 

No.0. 
LeiUrofBoUt^  (B&wkgi)  to  the  thoemar  t^ Florida. 

May  7. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  it  is  your  wish  I 
should  go  and  see  you,  and  be  so  good  as  to  write 
to  me.  1  cannot  leave  this  now,  as  I  do  not  know 
but  I  shall  soon  have  the  enemy  upon  me;  I 
therefore  cannot  go  at  present;  please  to  inform 
me  if  it  is  for  Iiis  Majesty's  business  or  not.  I 
also  wish  you  would  advise  me  what  I  am  to  do 
wiCh  these  Americans  who  come  and  steal  my 
property.  I  wish  you  to  send  me  a  letter  from 
your  own  hand. 

BOLBCK,  C^itfqfthe  noitcn. 

No.  10. 

The  Governor  of  Etut  Florida  to  the  huH/on  ChUf 

Bokck. 

St.  Aueuama,  Fi^oeuiA,  May  31, 1816. 

fVUiulmnd  b9r)therBoUek,Chiefqfike  Seminole 
NoHon:  The  wish  I  have  constantly  had  since 
my  entrance  into  this  Government  to  become 
known  to  you,  in  conseauence  of  the  satisfactory 
information  given  me  by  my  pfedecessor,  Don 
Juan  Jose  dc  Estrado,  of  the  friendship  and  good 
understanding  he  has  experienced  in  hb  iater- 
coorse  with  the  Semittole  aatioD,  of  which  you 
arc  the  chief,  iadnccd  me  to  express  to  you  by 
OBC  of  your  warriors  the  pleasure  I  would  have 
in  receiving  a  visit  from  you  wbcncvser  eircnm- 
atanocs  may  permit  you.  I  now  repeat  the  same 
to  you  in  writing,  in  conseqaence  of  the  desire 
you  manifest  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
which  waa  delivered  to  me  by  one  of  your  peopfte, 
to  which  you  add  a  request  that  I  would  give  you 
my  advice  as  to  the  measures  you  showd  take 
vctoiivc  to. the  continual  robbery  of  your  cattle; 


to  #hich  I  reply,  that  you  may  jprei^cet  it  bf 
resolwtelr  driving  off  the  persons  who  pltivder 
you.  Whcrcu|ion,  I  assure  you  of  my  good  wiU 
and  sineero  desire  to  serve  you. 

J08B  COPPINGER. 
A  tme  copy :       TOMAB  DR.  AOUILAR. 

No.  11. 

LsMer  of  the  Cidif  Befedk. 

,  SowANEfi,  September  10»  1816. 

DxAB  Fasiiio :  I  received  your  letter  dated  in 
May^  and  I  am  much  gratified  by  the  £ivorable 
opinion  you  are  pleased  to  entertain  of  me,  I  did 
not  expect  to  sec  the  English  here,  bet  on  their 
arrival  they  gave  us  cood  advice,  which  was  te 
molest  no  one,  and  when  they  were  gone  to  look 
on  the  Spaniards  as  our  frieads,  since  they  and 
the  Spaniards  were  as  one.  When  we  were  at  war 
with  the  Amerioans,  all  the  Indians  did  us  injury  i 
I  therefore  lemain  quiet  till  I  see  what  ihey  wiU 
do.  You  arc  still  calling  for  me,  but  it  is  not  la 
my  power  to  go;  every  day  there  are  talks  in  the 
nation,  and  I  eaunot  leave  them.  You  will  great* 
ly  oblige  me  by  seeing  to  the  payment  of  old  July. 
as  that  is  a  just  debt.  I  often  write  yojii  but  I 
never  receive  an  aaswer. 

No.  12. 
ne  QoHmar  ^  Bool  Florida  to  Me  Chief  BaUek. 

St.  AuatTBTiRB,  Florida,  Sept,  26, 1816. 

Priend  and  brother  BoUck^  Chief  of  the  Semi* 
nole  nation:  In  consequence  of  your  recommen* 
dation,  and  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  your 
negro  slave  July,  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  due 
him  by  Don  Francisco  PelUcer,  I  ordered  it  to 
be  made,  and  it  has  accordingly  been  done,  as  I 
have  been  assured.  This  is  very  a|[reeat>le  to  me, 
as  it  has  procured  me  the  satisfaction  of  proving 
the  friendship  I  have  for  you,  which  would  never 
allow  me  lo  leave  unanswered  tbe  letters  which 
yDU  say  you  have  written  rae,  if  I  had  received 
them.  My  wish  that  we  should  see  each  other 
ariaes  solely  from  the  pleasure  I  should  have  in 
knowing  you ;  and  if  y^Hir  sentiments  are  tte 
sam^  when  yoer  duties  permit,  I  shall  take  that 
opportunity  of  giving  you  my  opinion  as  to  the 
runaway  negroes  who  have  taken  refuge  in  your 
territory — an  affair  which  cannot  fail  to  produce 
disagitfcable  consequences  with  the  American 
nation,  as  I  have  seen  that  they  lately  destroyed 
the  establishnfent  at  Appalaohieola,  as  I  have 
been  iaferned  by  several  of  your  warriors^  and  I 
am  sorry  to  observe  that  some  of  them  have  £sll- 
en  there.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  send  von  some 
paper,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  sincere  friendship 
and  good  wishes.  JOSEE  COPPINGBR. 

To  our  ^od  friend  and  brother  BolboKj 
Chief  of  the  Seminole  nation. 

A  true  copy :       TOBIAS  DE  AQUILAR. 

No.  13. 

NovxMBfia  18, 1816. 

But  I   I  bad  tkb  faoeer  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impoBsibility  «f  ftndiiig  m 
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penoa  lowKite  ^n  wawf  r  Is  thexaiiae  of  thit  tp* 
parent  neglect. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  up  a  good  aoder- 
standing  and  eorrespondeoce  with  yoa,and  I  hope 
yott  wiV,  wb^n  occasion  offers,  advise  me  of  soch 
thioffs  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  my 
people.  My  warriors  and  others  who  go  to  St. 
Augustine  return  with  false  reports  tending  to 
hansa^.aud  diMueh  my  people,  and  prevent  them 
jUtending  to  their  .usupl  Avocations.  At  one 
time,  the  Americans,  supported  by  •«  force  of 
three  thouwad  ineA,aiid  such  of  our  brethren  as 
tliey  have  compelled  to  join  them,  »re  runniiig 
lines  far  .within  our  territory  $  at  another,  they 
are  collectiag  a  larye  force  at  Fort  Mitchell,  in 
the  forks-of  the  Fiinl  and  Chatahoochee  rivecs, 
to  fall  OB  the  towns  nbat  may  not  join  them* 
Now,  sir.  we  kuow  of  no  reason  they  can  haiie 
ibr  .attacking  an  inoffensive  and  unofiending  i>eo- 
ple,  whose  wish  it  as  to  inhabit  their  woodi,  with* 
out  distufbing  or  being  disturbed  by' any  one. 
We  have  none  of  their  slaves ;  we  have  taken 
none  of  ihelr  property  since  they  made  peace 
with  oar  gooa  father^  Bling  George ;  we  have 
followed  the  orders  of  the  officer  of  our  father, 
who  wasamong  us.  Colonel  fiSdward  Nicholls,ana 
in  nowise  molested  the  Americans,  though  we 
daily  see  them  encroaching  on  our  lands,  stealing 
our  .cattle,  and  murdering  or  carrying  off  our 
people.  We  were  told  by  the  saipe  omeer  that} 
as  allies  of  Qur  father,  ,we  were  included  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  our  good  father  and  the 
Americans,  and  that  the  latter  were  to  give  up 
all  the  territory  that  had  been  taken  from  us 
before  the  war ;  but,  so  far  from  complying  with 
the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty,  they  a^e  making 
daily  encroachments, and  forging  treaties  (which 
they  pretend  are  concluded  with  our  people)  fi^ 
cessions  and  grants  of  land  which  never  were  in 
axistence,  and  the  signatures  to  which  are  oa- 
known  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  who 
flJone  have  a  right  to  assign  or  transfer  the.com* 
jQDOA  property,  The  want  of  a  proper  person 
among  our  people  to  acquaint  us  with  these 
txansactions  is  the  cause  of  our  long  silence  on 
them^  and  leads  the  world,  as  well  as  our  friends^ 
to  thmk  we  are  in  league  with  the  Americans, 

The  principal  chi^  of  the  nation  asseipbled 
lately  at  my  town  of  Bahw^hna,  and  lesolved  to 
inform  the  Minister  of  King  deorge  at  Wash- 
ingtou  of  our  grievances^  and  of  the  conduQt  and 
psurpatioa  of  the  Americans,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  copies  sent  to.  England.  Until 
we  have  one  or  more  persons  among  our  people 
to  watch  over  our  rights  and  interest,  we  shall 
continue  to  be  exposed  to  the  same  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans,  whose  system  appears 
to  be  th^  destruction  of  our  peace  and  tranquil* 
lity,  and  expelling  us  from  our  native  land. 

X  ott  desired  that  I  would  chase  off  those  who 
ataal  my  ca^le,  Ac,  Borne  of  my  people  have 
lately  driven  away  several  Americans  who  were 
endeavoring  to  settle  at  JUaphua,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  they  will  represent  that  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility, although  you  well  know  that  Lachua  is  in 
th«haartQfmyterrUory,^ad  was,  until  the  Amer- 


icana kilM  my  brothar,  our  ^tM  torn.    I  Mtora 
you  niv  thanks  for  your  letter, 

Ana  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

Markof-hBOLfiCK, 
QUrfqfSkmnole  naiian  ai  Sakmihm. 

His  fixeV  Don  Joaa  CopptiiaBa, 

Governor  rf  8L  AagtmHtu.  * 

No.  14. 

St.  AnaoBTiiia,  FLoaioA, 

December  20, 1816. 
Faiaan  and  BaoTAEA  Bolbck: 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  November  was  deliv- 
ered to  me  yesterday  by  one  of  your  servanu,  ia 
which  you  inform  me  of  the  receij^t  of  mine  of 
the  26th  September  last,  and  other  circumstancca 
which  give  you  and  vour  warriors  uneasiness. 
I  see  with  pain  that  the  whole  coaies  from  the 
information  of  persons  in  whom  you  ought  not 
to  place  the  smallest  confidence,  it  being  their 
principle  to  employ  stfeh  opportunities  tor  the 
purpose  of  seducing  you  and  your  people  from 
their  daily  labors.  In  consequence  of  this,  and 
of  what  you  tell  me  of  your  desire  to  keep  up  the 
besit  understanding  and  correspondence  with  me, 
find  of  jrour  hope  that  the  opportunities  wUi  not 
be  wanting,  let  me  give  you  such  counsel  as  mi^y 
be  useful  to  you.  your  people,  and  warriors.  I 
will  do  so  from  the  sentiments  of  sincere  friend^ 
ship  I  bear  towards  you— fearful,  however,  that 
the  sentiments  of  others  who  come  into  the  ter- 
ritory under  the  appearance  of  friendship,  buf 
with  bad  Intentions,  may  influence  your  ii^inds, 
and  obtain  your  confidence,  by  their  flattering 
representations.  It  is  ascertained  here  that  two 
persons,  have  lately  presented  themselves  ascom^ 
missloners  of  the  English  nation,  who  have  car- 
ried off  several  runaway  negroes,  belonging  to 
subjects  of  the  King  my  master  and  your  friend; 
among  whom  was  one  of  Don,  Francisco  PeUi- 
cer's,  and  another  of  Bunch's — both  inhabitants 
of  this  province.  This  did  not  seem  credible  to 
me,  as  I  could  not  suppose  that  so  good  a  friend 
to  our  nation  as  you  are  coqid  consent  to  such 
proceedings.  But,  in  case  they  have  really  hap- 
pened, you  will  be  sensible  of  their  great  impro- 
priety, and  of  the  just  grounds  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  persons  so  injured,  who  are  desirous, 
as  well  as  myself,  of  assuring  you  of  the  sincera 
good  will  and  friendship  we  have  for  the  Semi- 
nole tribe  of  Indians,  of  which  you  are  the  chief. 

I  aia,  with  great  respect,  your  roost  affection- 

s  ana  faithful  servant, 

JOSE  COPPINQER. 

Friend  and  Brother  Bolbck, 

Ct^fqfthe  JSeminole  tribe  qflwU^m^ 


ate 


Don  Lm»  de  Onu  to  the  Seetetaty  of  9iaie» 

Wasbinctton,  May  7,  1818. 

SiE ;  I  have  received  official  advice,  through 
different  channels,  that  the  expedition  of  French 
adventurers  whicn  left  Philadelphia  towards  the 
end  of  last  year,  with  the  apjMueat  intention  of 
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Rdaiions  wUh  Spain. 


^<nng  to  Tombigbee,  tmt  in  reality  to  Galreston, 
18  now  receiring,  at  the  former  place,  a  consid- 
erable number  of  reertfits,  and  larffe  snppliea  of 
military  stores  from  the  ports  of  New  Orleans, 
Charleston,  Sarannah,  and  others  within  this 
Republic ;  from  whence  they  proceed  in  small 
parties  to  QalTeston,  and  thus  eiade  the  Tigtlance 
of  the  GbvfBrnment. 

From  the  period  at  which  (namely,  on  the  6th 
of  September  last)  I  announced  to  you  the  pre- 
parations for  this  expedition,  referring  for  its  un- 
questionable certainty  to  the  plan  communicated 
Xo  this  Qoverninent  by  the  Minister  of  France, 
which  offered  the  most  indubitable  proof  that 
Joseph  Bonaparte  was  at  the  head  of  it,  with  the 
rash  project  of  being  crowned  King  of  Mexico, 
I  bare  relied  on  your  assurances  to  the  same 
Ambassador,  and  which  were  forthwith  com- 
municated br  him  to  me,  that  the  most  effectual 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  Qorernment  to 
prevent  its  execution.  But,  perceiring  that  this 
expedition  diiil^r  takes  a  greater  consistence^  and 
that  the  recruiting  ana  supplies  clandestinely 
tent  from  this  Republic  are  not  put  a  stop  to,  1 
can  no  longer  refrain  from  again  calling  your 
attention,  and,  through  vou,  that  of  the  President, 
to  the  enormous  abuse  or  the  hospitality  offered  by 
this  Republic,  on  the  part  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  and 
his  adherents,  with  a  tIcw  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  fiurope,  and  especially  that  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  King,  my  master. 

I  would  hare  considered  myself  dispensed 
from  the  necessity  of  affain  pressing  this  subject 
on  your  attention,  if  it  bad  appeared  possible  for 
me  to  restrain  these  armaments  by  the  employ- 
ment of  judicial  means  $  but,  unfortunately,  the 
act  of  Cooffress  of  the  20th  April  last  for  preserr- 
ing  neutrality  with  foreign  nations,  ancf  others 
already  in  force,  although  highly  judicious,  are 
easily  eluded ;  and  although  these  practices  are 
public  and  notorious  throughout  the  whole  Union, 
bis  Majesty's  Consuls  advise  me  that,  through  a 
deficiency  of  evidence,  they  cannot  be  retained 
by  a  regular  application  of  the  law. 

Convinced,  however^  as  I  am,  that  nothing  is 
more  remote  from  the  intention  of  the  Presioent 
than  to  tolerate  hostile  expeditions  within  the 
territories  of  the  Republic,  directed  against  Pow- 
ers with  which  it  is  in  a  state  of  profound  peace, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  that  his  excellency 
will  take  into  his  most  serious  consideration 
what  is  due  to  the  demand  which  I  now  make 
in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign,  that  Joseph  Bona- 
parte, the  Qenerals  Lallemand.  and  other  French-' 
men  now  residing  in  this  country,  be  compelled 
to  keep  themselves  within  the  bounds  prescribed 
by  the  hospitality  and  generosity  with  which 
they  have  been  received^  and  prevented  from  con- 
tinuing to  organize  expeditions  for  the  purpose 
of  invading  the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jestjr,  and  disturbing  the  peace  enjoyed  by  his 
subjects. 

I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to 
inform  me  of  the  measures  which  may  be  taken 
on  this  subject,  in  order  that,  in  communicating 
them  to  my  Sovereign,  His  Majesty  may  see  in 


them  a  confirmation  of  the  amicable  sentiments 
of  this  Republic  towards  his  monarchy. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my-  respects, 
and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


Dtm  Luii  de  OnU  to  the  Secretary  of  StaU^ 

BaisTOL,  June  9, 1818. 
Sir  :  At  my  passage  through  Baltimore,  on  my 
wav  to  Philadelphia,  it  was  represented  to  me 

a  bis  Catholic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  State  of 
aryland  that  there  were  then  in  that  port  four 
pirates  or  privateers,  if  you  please  so  to  call  them, 
namely,  the  ^  Independencia  del  Sud."  Captain 
Grennolds;  the  "Ptteyrredon,"aZia»  ^'Mangor^'' 
Captain  Barnes  ;  the  **  Republicano,"  Captain 
Chase ;  and  the  schooner  *^Alerta,"  Captain  Chay- 
tor.  These  pirates,  denominated  privateers  or 
vessels  of  war  of  the  pretended  Government  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  have  entered  the  port  of  Baltimore 
for  .the  purpose  of  dividing  the  spoil  resulting 
from  their  depredations  on  Spanisn  commerce, 
and  of  refitting  and  arminff  to  renew  these  ex- 
cesses on  the  high  seas.  It  is  a  matter  of  uni- 
versal notoriety  at  Baltimore  that  three  of  the 
above-named  vessels  were  fitted  out  there,  and 
the  fourth  is  a  schooner  captured  by  them  from 
Spanish  subjects.  It  is  no  less  so  that  their  com- 
manders and  the  greater  part  of  the  crews  are 
American  citizens,  and  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
single  individual  belonging  to  Buenos  Ayres  to 
be  found  among  them. 

Whoever  has  read  the  so^alled  constitution  of 
the  provisional  laws  existing  at  Buenos  Ayrea, 
|[for  there  is  nothing  there  nut  what  is  provis- 
ional,) must  know  tnat  no  vessel  of  the  rebels 
can  sail  under  their  flag  unless  the  captain  and 
one-half  of  the  crew  be  natives  of  that  country ; 
and  that  no  foreigner  can  be  naturalized  there 
till  after  five  years'  residence.  I  submit  to  your 
judgment,  sir,  whether  on  such  grounds  the  ves- 
sels in  question  can  be  admitted  to  be  Buenos 
Ayreaa  privateers,  or  whether  the  American  cap- 
tains and  crews  that  man  them,  commissioned  or 
not  by  that  rebel  Government,  can  be  considered 
as  citizens  of  that  country;  and  whether,  agree- 
ably to  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty 
between  His  Majesty  and  this  Republic^  they 
can  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  pirates; 
and  if  it  be  possible  for  you  to  conceal  from  your 
discernment  that  the  captains  and  crews  of  these 
vessels  have  violated  the  laws  of  this  Union  in 
perpetrating  these  atrocities  to  the  dishonor  of 
the  American  name.  I  repeat  that  I  submit  it 
to  your  consideration  to  determine  whether  the 
prizes  made  by  vessels  under  these  circumstances 
ought  not  to  be  restored  to  their  lawfuU  owners, 
or  that  these  persons  ought  to  be  indemnified  by 
the  United  States^  seeing  that  they  have  tolerated 
such  armaments  in  violation  of  their  laws,  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  of  the  existing  treaty  be- 
tween Spain  and  this  Republic. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  you  will  tell  me  that  the 
courts  are  open  to  the  recognizance  of  claims  of 
this  nature,  and  ready  to  apply  the  law  to  such 
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eases  as  o«ear  and  are  supported  hj  suicable  tes< 
timoDy ;  bnt  I  am  uader  toe  Decessarjr  of  deelar- 
ing  to  voa  ihat  it  is  io  Ttin  to  seek  soeli  testi- 
mony, ooweTer  clear  it  may  be  to  ererybody* 
I  hare  remonstrated  in  the  most  poioted  manner 
with  His  Majesty^*  Consal  on  his  attention  to 
points  of  so  much  importance ;  but  he  has  prored 
to  me  that  a  great  portion  of  the  eommereial  peo- 
ple of  Baltimore  Wing  interested  in  the  ^ses 
which  produce  my  present  reclamations,  no  one 
is  willing  to  come  forward  and  offer  testimony 
against  what  is  tern^ed  the  general  interest ;  and 
thus  the  wise  measures  of  Go?ernment  are  eluded, 
justice  is  paralyzed,  and  the  suits  procrastinated 
and  deferred  fi-om  court  to  court,  with  a  view  to 
deprlre  His  Majesty's  subjects  of  that  justice 
which  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  seek  in 
the  tribunsls  on  all  their  ehiims. 

Presuming  that  all  I  har«  stated  is  well  known 
to  you  and  to  the  President,  I  cannot  but  persuade 
myself  that  it  is  highly  disapprored^f ;  and  I  am 
entirely  willing  to  belicTe  that,  if  these  abuses 
are  not  remedied,  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  due 
atieniion  to  the  execation  of  the  orders  of  the 
Qovernment ;  but  my  duty  compels  me  taoall  the 
attention  of  the  President  to  this  important  point, 
and  to  represent  to  him,  through  the  medium  ot 
yoor  department,  that  (as  far  as  I  haye  been  able 
to  ascertain)  the  vesseLi  in  question,  in  addition 
to  their  object  in  coming  hither,  for  the  purpose 
of  oonTeying  to  the  parties  interested  at  Balti- 
more the  proceeds  of  their  spoliations  on  the 
Spanish  commerce,  and,  among  others,  that  of 
the  Philippine  Company's  ship  Triton,  to  the 
amount  ot  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  cap- 
tured by  the  pirate  **  In  dependencia  del  Sud,''and 
carried  to  Buenos  Ay  res  to  be  sold  there,  have  a 
project  in  fitting  ont  anew,  and  of  attaching  some 
possession  of  the  King,  iny  master,  on  this  conti- 
nent, to  which  they  n^ay  more  easily  send  their 
|N:izes;  that  these  same  privateers  have  brought 
m  two  Spanish  prizes,  which  are  at  this  moment 
IB  the  port  of  Baltimore,  one  of  them  a  vessel 
belonging  to  the  royal  navy.  I  therefore  demand, 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  the  restora* 
tion  of  those  prizes,  as  having  been  made  by 
American  citizens  and  vessels  fitted  out  in  this 
coantry,  in  violation  of  the  existing  tteaty  b^ 
tween  the  two  Powers ;  and  that  the  sailing  of 
the  said  privateers  be  stopped,-and  they  compelled 
to  give  security  for  the  result  of  an  expeaition, 
of  which,  without  knowing  positively  that  they 
intend  to  execute  it.  I  have  the  strongest  ground 
for  presuming  they  mekn  to  do.  I  therefore  hope 
that  this  subject  will  receive  all  the  attention 
which  I  claim,  and  that  you  will  be  persuaded 
thai,  in  taking  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  it, 
it  is  because  1  have  no  other  recourse,  as  I  have  in 
all  other  cities  of  the  Union,  where  the  officers  of 
the  €k>vernment  afford  the  requisite  attention  to 
the  reclamations  of  His  Majesty's  consuls,  and 
the  citizens  are  disposed  to  offer  the  necessary  tes- 
timony in  support  of  justce  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  laws. 

I  aeize  this  occasion  to  renew,  6m. 

LUIS  Dfi  ONIS. 


Don  Iddt  de  Oiui  fo  Ms  S^eretary  of  SiaU. 

Bristol,  June  17, 1818. 

Sir:  It  is  now  some  time  since  information 
has  been  circulated  through  the  medium  of  the 
newlpapers,  and  through  private  channels,  of  dif- 
ferent incursions  and  acts  of  hostility  committed 
within  the  territory  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  by 
divisions  of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
General  Jackson,  destined,  as  it  appeared,  to  pur- 
sue and  chastise  the  Seminole  Indiairs;  but  I  be- 
lieved until  now  that  this  information,  although 
codstsntly  repeated  ao^  augmented,  doubtless  pro- 
ceeded from  vague  and  unfounded  rumors,  as  I 
could  not  persuade  myself  that  such  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  hostility  could  be  committed  by  the 
United  States  against  a  friendly  Power,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  profound  peace.  How  was 
it  possible  to  believe  tnat,  at  the  verjr  moment  of 
a  negotiation  for  settling  and  termmatinff  ami- 
cably all  the  pending  dinerences  between  the  two 
nations,  and  while  Spain  was  exhibiting  the  most 
eminent  and  generous  proofs  of  a  good  under- 
standing, and  the  most  faithful  observance  of  all 
the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  should  invade  the  Spanish 
provinces,  insult  the  commanders  and  officers  of 
their  garrisons,  add  forcibly  seize  on  the  military 
posts  and  places  in  those  provinces?  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  official  advices  I  have  just  re- 
ceived from  the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  con- 
firm what  I  had  conceived  to  be  impossible. 

General  Jackson  and  his  officers  have  made 
demands  on  the  Governor  of  that  Spanish  prov- 
ince in  the  most  unbecoming  and  insulting  tone ; 
they  have  in  different  places  violated  the  Spanish 
territory  and  its  waters;  they  have  committed 
enormous  vexations,  unexampled  in  history* 
With  considerable  force  they  fell  upon  the  fort 
of  St.  Mark,  and  compelled  the  Spanish  garrison 
to  surrender  prisoners  of  war  ;  they  took  posses- 
sion of  that  fortress,  with  all  the  artillery,  war- 
like stores,  and  effects,  without  drawioff  up  an 
inventory  of  the  same,  and  have  extended  their 
military  possession  over  the  bay  of  St.  Mark  and 
the  adjacent  country.  In  speaking  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  American  General  and  nis  officers,  I 
confine  myself  to  what  relates  to  the  act  of  hos- 
tility and  violence  committed  within  the  territory 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  to  the  violation  of  peace, 
and  the  forcible  occupation  of  the  aforesaid  coun- 
try and  fort.  . 

Under  the  pretext  of  making  war  against  the 
Indians  on  complaints  or  motives  which  have 
neither  been  communicated  to  the  Governor  of 
those  provinces,  nor  to  the  Captain  General  of 
the  island  of  Cuba,  who  is  also  Governor  of  them, 
nor  to  any  other  Spaoish  officer  or  public  fuQC- 
tionary,  the  dominions  of  East  Florida  have  like- 
wise been  invaded,  and  the  Spanish  territory  en- 
tered as  if  it  was  an  enemy^s  country;  in  fine, 
General  Jackson  has  omitted  i^othing  that  char- 
acterizes a  haughty  conqueror  but  the  circum- 
stance of  adding  to  these  monstrous  acts  of  hos- 
tility the  contradictory  expressions  of  peace  and 
friendship  with  Spain. 
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I  tberefbit  find  myself  ttntler'  tll€  n^cMity  of 
proiesciog'  vtrooglf  ftod  (olcmDly,  ai  I  now  do,  in 
tke  name  of  the  Kinff,  my  master,  against  the 
invasion  of  the  Florioas^  and  ajfainst  the  taking 
possession  of  the  fort  and  bay  ofSt.  Mark  by^he 
trooDs  of  this  Republic ;  and  I  reqaest  yoa,  sir,  to 
lay  oefore  the  President  this  my  protest,  in  fall 
confidence  that  his  excellency  will  cause  things 
in  both  the  Floridas  to  be  reinstated  and  placed 
in  ttaiu  quo;  the  fort  of  St«  Mark  to  be  deliTered 
up  to  the  Spanish  commandant,  together  with  all 
the  ordnance,  warlike  stores,  and  effects  foand  in 
that  fortress ;  and  all  damages  and  injuries  caused 
in  the  Floridas  by  the  officers  and  troops  of  this 
Union  to  be  folly  indemnified  and  compensated. 
In  the  meantime,  I  repeat  this  most  solemn  pro- 
test in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign^  all  which  I 
shall  duly  communicate  to  His  Majesty  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty* 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  this  note,  and  inform  me  of 
the  resolution  taken  by  the  President  thereon.  In 
the  meantime,  I  renew  the  expressions  of  my 
particular  res|Mct,  and  pray  God  to  preserre  you 
many  years. 

LUIS  Dfi  ONIS. 


Don 


tkOmUtQiheSeoFolary^SiaU. 
Bristol,  JUne  34, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  the  National  Intelligencer,  which  is 
considered  in  this  country  as  tne  Qovernment 
paper.  I  have  seen  the  publication  of  the  attack, 
assault,  and  capture  of  the  place  of  Pensacola  by 
the  American  troops  under  the  command  of  Gkn« 
eral  Jackson ;  which  publication  is  repeated  in 
other  papers  of  the  Union,  and  of  which  I  have 
yet  seen  no  contradiction,  either  in  the  Cbtern" 
ment  paper  or  in  any  other.  Notwithstanding 
which,  tne  face  appears  to  be  so  improbable,  from 
its  Tery  enormity,  that  I  cannot  but  think  the 
publication  has  originated  in  some  ilUfonnded 
rumor,  and,  under  this  impression,  I  hare  defer* 
red  proceeding 'to  the  Federal  city,  in  the  hope 
that  some  light  might  be  thrown  upon  what  has 
really  taken  place ;  but  as  I  have  yet  received  no 
official  ad  rice  from  the  Qorernor  of  Pensacola, 
or  any  other  Spanish  authority  upon  this  point, 
and  as  the  publicatton  in  the  QoTernment  paper 
is  still  circulating  extensively,  I  cannot  avoid 
applvff!»g  to  you,  sir,  and  requesting  that  yon 
would  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  in  a  positive,  dis- 
tinct, and  explicit  manner,  what  has  occurred  in 
this  matter,  together  with  all  the  circamstanoes 
relating  to  it. 

I  await  yonr  answer  on  this  subject,  a^  well  as 
that  in  reUtioi  to  my  protest  and  reclamation 
concerning  the  seizure  of  the  fort  and  bay  of  St. 
Mftrk,  to  which  you  have  not  yet  been  pleased 
to  reply.    I  use  this  occasion  to  renew,  dbe. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  Suretary  of  State. 

Waabihqton,  Juiif  8, 1818* 
Sir  :  The  article  publishcdin  the  Natiraal  Ia«- 


telligeiieei\  and  feprinvid  i«  ether  pipers  Qf'th« 
UiioB,  referred  to  in  my  late  tetter  Written  at 
Bristol,  has  unfortohalely  been  confirmed.  (Sett- 
eral  Jackson,  with  the  Aiteriean  foree»  under  his 
commamd,  has  not  only  violated  the  SbaaM- 
tenritory  onder  the  pretexi  of  pursmng  and  chas* 
tiaiiig  the  Seminole  Indians,  but  he  has  taken 
postMioB  by  force^of  arms,  of  the  Ion  and  bay 
of  Si.  Mark,  driven  the  Spanish  garrison  from 
those  plaees,  and  sent  them  as  prisoners  to  Pen- 
sacola, ihe  capital  of  West  Florida.  Not  satisfied 
with  this  enormovs  outrage,  he  marched  against 
the  latter  plaoe,  and  has,  by  open  rupture  and 
bloodshed,  violated  the  peace  existing  between 
Spain  and  the  Unified  Sutes.  lie  demanded  tht 
surrender  of  Pen»acolft,  as  if  w«r  had  been  de- 
clared between  the  two  nations ;  and  on  the  re* 
fusal  of  the  Spanish  Governor  to  surrender  or 
deliver  up  the  plaee,  the  Akoerican  commander, 
availing  himself  of  hk  sopenor  foreej  altaeked'ii, 
and  bombarded  the  castle  of  Bkranoa^  whither 
the  Governor  had  retired  with  his  small  garrison 
^nd  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  chose  to  fbllow 
him.  Having  surronoded  that  fortrees,  heimve 
orders  for  the  assault,  and  carried  It*  The  dov^ 
emor,  with  ail  his  people,  were  made  prnoner s  of 
war,  and  were  eenl  ofi*,  as  it  appears  by  the  Ameri- 
can General,  to  Havana,  who  proceeded  to  extend 
his  authority  over  the  whole  of  West  Florida,  bf 
hoieting  on  its  forts  the  Pag  of  the  United  States. 

Thas  has  peace  been  violated;  and  rights  tram- 
pled under  foot,  which  have  hitherto  been  held 
as  most  sacred  and  inviolable  by  alt  nations. 

These  facts  need  no  comment ;  they  are  noto* 
riotts,  and  speak  for  themselves:  their  enormity 
has  filled  even  the  people  of  this  Union  with  won* 
der  and  surprise,  and  cannot  fail  to  evcite  the  as- 
tonishment of  all  nations  and  Governments. 

The  American  Ckneral  can  have  neither  pre- 
text nor  subterfuge,  of  which  he  can  avail  him- 
self, to  give  the  least  color  for  this  invasion  and 
excessive  aggressieo,  unexampled  in  the  history 
of  naltoos.  Whatever  pretexts  maf  be  resorted 
to^  to  mislead  and  impose  on  the  volgar,  will  be 
frivolous,  contradictory^  and  falsified  by  the  verf 
course  or  events,  public  and  notorious.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  Indians,  against  whom  the 
American  commander  directed  hiS'  operatione, 
received  protection  in  Florida.  They  never  re- 
ceived either  favor  or  protection  from  the  Span- 
isli  authorities,  either  within  or  without  the  terri- 
tory under  their  jurisdiction. 

It  is  notorious  that  several  atroeioui  offenders 
and  ringleaders  of  the  Sooth  Amerfoan  rebela 
have  repeatedly  taken  refbge  within  the  limits  of 
this  Amiblic,  when,  being  pursued  by  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty's  troops,  tbev  were  on  the  point  of 
falling  into  their  hands.  No  one  cao  be  ignorant 
that  the  asylum  granted  to  the  unfortunate  in 
oases  of  this  nature  has  ever  been  respected  by 
all  civilized  nations,  not  one  of  which  ever  toox 
up  arms  to*  go  and  tear 'them  from  the  foreign 
tcrritorv  in  which  thev  had  found  an  asylum, 
and  still  less  to  invade  and  take  possession  of 
such  territory,  in  violation  of  an  existiog  peace, 
and  in  contempt  of  all  the  laws  and  sacred  prin- 
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ekpi€9  on  whkk  th«aiati»l  seemfij  of  indepeid^ 
ent  Statet  reposes ;  bat  it  is  snperaiooiis  to  insist 
oa  Tenenible  truths  an<l  axiofns,  iritieh  form  aa 
essential  part  of  tke  law  of  nations,  inasnoeb  as 
the  eases  to  which  I  refer  do  not  oeeor  to  require 
their  application. 

The  Gtorerner  of  Penaacola  had  conducted 
himself  with  the  most  seropnlous  circumspection, 
to  aToid  giving  the  slightest  ground  of  complaint 
to  Cieneral  Jackson,  his  officers,  and  troops.  Nei-* 
ther  be  nor  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  was 
ttotifted  of  the  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians, 
nor  were  they  informed  of  the  just  causes  of  that 
war  i  nor  was  any  call  made  upon'  them  to  seek 
and  pqnish  those  Indiaas  in  case  of  their  harins^ 
committed  aggressions  upon  the  lands  or  citizens 
of  this  Bepouio.  NotwithsUnding  the  total 
omiauoA  of  all  this,  which  was  to  ha?e  been  ex- 
pected as  a  tegular  and  necessary  consequence  of 
ikt  stipulations  of  the  existing  treaty,  the  afore- 
said Ge>reraor  granted  no  favor  to  the  Indians, 
httt  forbade  them  to  enter  the  Spanish  territory  ; 
and  when  aemaftl  number  of  them  came  to  P^- 
saooU  to  raeeive  the  annual  presents,  the  QowBr* 
nor  allowed  only  a  few  of  them  to  enter  the 
plac^  without  their  arms,  and  immediately  after 
dismissed  them.  He  further  took  every  nece»' 
sary  precaution  to  prevent  their  being  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition  within  His  Majesty's 
territories.  These  facts  being  of  public  notoriety, 
and  impossible  to  refute,  there  can  be  no  excuse, 
pretext,  or  subterfuge  offered  to  palliate  a  series 
of  such  unheard  of  oat  rages. 

1  refrain  from  entering  into  a  minute  detail  of 
the  particular  excesses  committed  by  the  Ameri* 
can  commander,  his  officers,  and  troops.  On- 
taking  a  view  of  them,  it  would  be  inferred  that 
the  war  against  the  Indians  has  been  merely  a 
pretext  for  Qeneral  Jackson  to  fall,  as  a  conque- 
ror, upon  the  Spanish  provinces,  unprovided  as 
they  now  are,  and  reposing  in  perfect  security, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  therein  the  do- 
minion of  this  Republic  upon  the  odious  basis  of 
violence  and  bloodshed.  I  confine  myselC,  for 
the  present,  to  the  scandalous  capture  of  the  fort 
aiul  bay  of  St.  Mark,  and  to  the  attack  and  occu*" 
patioa  of  Pensacola  and  Barancas,  by  the  Ameri- 
can commander,  who,  carrying  his  military  mea- 
sures to  their  utmost  extent,  has  reduced  the 
whole  of  West  Florida,  driven  off  the  Spanish 
Governor,  tmops,  military  and  civil  officers,  and 
established,  in  their  room,,  the  laurs  and  antnori- 
uea  of  this  Republic. 

I  am  penuaded  that  the  Oovernment  of  Che 
United  otates  cannot  have  authorixed  this  hos- 
tile, bloody,  and  ferocious  invasion  of  the  domin- 
ions  of  Spain ;  and  in  this  belief  I  only  do  justice 
to  its  homaae  feeling!^  and  the  enlightened  sind 
upriffht  principles  which  govern  its  policy.  In 
the  President's  Message  to  Congress  of  the  85th 
of  March  last,  I  observe  that  ^  orders  have  been. 
fftven  to  pnnue  and  chastise  the  Seminqle  In- 
dians; and  that  if,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  it 
should  be  necessary  to  eater  the  Spanish  territo- 
ry, the  authorities  of  Spain  are  to  be  respected, 
and  the  territory  evacuated  the  monwnt  the  war 


Is  at  an  end."  I  observe,  too,  that,  in  your  offi- 
cial correspondence,  y*on  have  given  me  assu- 
rances of  the  pacific  views  of  your  Qovernmeht, 
and  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  President  to  pre- 
serve friendship  and  ^od  understanding  with  the 
Government  of  Spam.  Under  these  fortunate 
auspices,  the  most  profound  peace  has  subsisted 
between  the  two  nations,  to  cultivate  which  has 
been  the  constant  endeavor  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  geoeroue 
proofs  of  his  high  esteem,  distinguished  consid- 
eration, and  perfect  friendship  for  the  United 
States^  negotiations  hare  been  entered  into  with 
a  tiew  to  terminate  the  existing  differences  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  to  their  mutual  sat- 
isfaction I  and  the  President  will  assuredly  have 
been  apprized  of  the  generosity  and  frankness 
displayed  by  His  Majesty  in  everythinffconnect^ 
ed  with  the  wishes  manifested  by  this  Republic, 
as  far  as  the  same  have  been  compatible  with  the 
honor  of- his  Royal  Grown. 

All  these  circumstances  impress  me  with  the 
belief  that  General  Jackson  has  acted  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  the  President,  tarnished  the  Aoteri* 
can  name,  and  committed  the  reputation  of  his 
Gk)vei«ment  in  the  face  of  the  universe.  It  is, 
therefore,  my  duty  to  protest,  and  I  do  hereby 
solemnly  protest,  in  the  namto  of  the  King,  my 
master,  against  these  public  aet^  of  hostility  and 
invasion;  and  I  demand,  through  you,  of  the 
President,  in  the  nasM  of  my  Sovereign,  the 
prorbpt  restitution  of  the  fort  and  bay  of  St.  Mark, 
also  of  Pensacola,  Barancas,  and  other  places  in 
Florida,  violently  attacked  and  wrested  from  the  ■ 
Crown  of  Spain  by  the  forces  under  Qeneral 
Jackson,  in  the  midst  of  peace  and  the  most  pos- 
itive assurances  of  friendship  and  harmony.  In 
like  manner,  1  demand  the  faithfal  delivery  of 
all  the  artillery,  warlike  stores,  and  property, 
both  public  and  private,  taken  at  Pensacola,  and 
other  forts  and  places  taken  possession  of  by  the 
American  commander;  indemnity  for  all  the 
injuries  and  losses  sustained  by  the  Crown  of 
Spain  and  the  subjects  of  His  Cfatholic  Majesty 
in  consequence  of  this  act  of  invasion,  and  a  sat- 
isfaction proportioned  to  the  enormity  of  these 
o&icee;  together  with  the  lawful  punishment 
of  the  Gkrneral  and  the  officers  of  this  Republic  by 
whom  they  were  committed. 

I  ^crefore  hope  that  the  President,  penetrated 
with  indignation  by  acts  of  such  enormity,  will 
immediately  comply  with  my  demand,  founded 
OB  such  strict  justice;  and  I  impatien^ily  await 
your  answer  to  this  note,  which  will  communi- 
cate the  resolution  of  the  President  for  my  in- 
formation, in  order  thasl  may  transmit  the  same 
to  my  Govelmment  with  all  requisite  despatch. 

In  the  meantiine,  I  renew  the  assurances  of 
my  dislingnished  coosidiftFntiott  and  respect,  and 
I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUISDECMflS. 
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Don  Luis  de  OnU  to  tks  ^utfiaity  cf  State. 
Sir  :  With  a  view  to-avoid  any  delay  in  trans- 
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mitting  to  odf  court  official  iaformatioii  of  the 
cTeots  which  have  occurred  ia  Florida,  I  hare 
deapatched  to  Madrid  the  eoarier  I  spoke  to  you 
of;  and  I  greatly  regretted  that  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  forward,  by  the  same  opportunity, 
the  answer  of  year  Gbveroment  to  the  reclama- 
tions and  protests  which,  in  the  name  of  my 
Sovereign,  I  have  presented  to  you,  on  the  inva- 
sion and  occupation  of  West  Florida  by  the 
American  army  under  General  Jackson. 

I  have  stated  to  my  Gbvernment  that  I  would 
send  the  said  answer  the  moment  I  received  It; 
and  as.  one  of  the  gentlemen  attached  to  this 
legation  will  embark  for  Spain  in  a  few  days,  I 
request  you  will  be  pleased,  sic,  to  hasten  your 
answer  to  my  last  note,  that  I  may  transmit  it 
by  this  conTeyance  to  the  Government  of  the 
&ing,  my  master* 

You  must  be  aware  of  the  expediency  of  a 
prompt  .and  categorical  answer ;  Spain  expects 
It  will  not  be  delayed ;  and  all  the  Powers  await 
it,  in  expectation  of  those  eckdrci$$emen»  which 
are  claimed  by  the  laws  of  nations,  in  conae- 
q^ence  of  an  act  of  hostility  enormous  in.  itself, 
and  incalculable  in  its  oonseqnences* 

I  momently  await  your  answer,  and  in  the 
meantipie  I  seize  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurances  of  my  most  distingnished  consid- 
;eration.    God  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  D£  ONIS. 


The  Sureiarjf  of  State  to  Don  Luis  De  Onis. 

DfiPABTMBNT  OF  StATB, 

Waehingtcn,  July  23, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter^  of  theSith  June  and  8th  instant,  complain- 
ing of  the  conduct  of  Major  General  Jackson  in 
entering  West  Florida  with  the  forces  under  his 
command,  takinff  the  Spanish  posts  of  St./Mark 
and  Pensacoia^  £c. 

Without  recurring  to  the  long  standing  and 
heavy  causes  of  complaint  which  the  United 
States  have  had  against  Spain ;  to  the  forbear- 
ance with  which  they  have  been  borne,  without 
despairing  of  obtaining  justice  from  her  by  ami- 
cable means ;  to  the  efiorts  equally  unceasingand 
unavailing  which  they  have  made  to  obtain  that 
justice ;  or  to  the  extraordinary  delays  by  which 
it  has  been  protracted  and  is  still  withheld,  it  is 
thought  proper  on  this  occasion  to  call  yonr.at- 
tention  to  a  secies  of  events  which  necessitated 
and  justified  the  entrance  of  tlie  troops  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  Spanish  boundary  of 
Florida,  and  gave  occasion  to  those  transactions 
of  the  commander  of  the  American  forces  against 
which  you  complain. 

It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  that,.for  a  consider- 
able time  before  the  Govern|pent  of  the  United 
States  issued  the  orders  for  military  operations  in 
that  quarter,  the  inhabitants  of  their  frontier  had 
been  exposed  to  the  depredations,  murders,  and 
massacres  of  a  tribe  of  savages,  a  small  part  of 
which  lived  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  far  the  greater  number  of  them  dwelling 
within  the  borders  of  Florida.    The  barbarous, 


unrelenting,  and  exterminating  duuraeter  of  In-* 
dian  hostility  is  also  well  known  to  you ;  and, 
from  the  peenliar  local  position  of  these  tribes, 
it  was  obvious  that  there  could  be  no  possible  8e« 
curity  for  the  lives  of  the  white  inhabitants  of 
those  borders,  unless  the  United  States  and  Spaia 
should  be  reciprocally  bound  to  restrain  the  por- 
tion of  the  Indians  respectively  within  their  ter- 
ritories from  committin([  robbery  and  butchery 
upon  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  other  party. 
So  forcibly  ..was  the  necessity  fi; It  by  both,  that 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  27th  October, 
1796^  the  following  remarlcable  stipulation  ia 
contained : 

*'  The  two  high  contracting  parties  shall,  by  all 
the  means  ia  their  power,  maintain  peace  and 
harmony  among  the  several  Indian  nations  who 
inhabit  the  country  ^idjacent  to  the  lines  and  rivers 
which,  by  the  precediuff  articles,  form  the  bound- 
aries of  the  two  Floridaa;  and,  the  better  to  ob- 
tain this  effect,  both  parties  oblige  themselves 
expressly  to  restrain  by  force  all  hoetilities  on  the 

Krt  of  the  Indian  nations  living  within  tbeir 
undaries ;  so  that  Spain  will  not  suffer  her  In- 
dians to  attack  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
nor  the  Indiana  inhabiting  their  territory;  nor 
will  the  United  States  permit  these  last-mention- 
ed Indians  to  commence  hostilities  aj^inst  the 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  or  his  Indians, 
'in  any  manner  whatever.'' 

Notwithstanding  this  precise,  express,  and  sol- 
emn compact  of  Spain,  numbers,  painful  to  recol- 
lect, of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  inhabit- 
ing the  frontier*— numbers,  not  merely  of  persons 
in  active  manhood,  but  of  the  tender  sex,  of  de- 
fenceless age,  and  helpless  infancy,  had  at  various 
times  been  butchered,  with  all  tne  aggravation 
and  horrors  of  savage  cruelty,  by  Seminole  In- 
dians, and  by  a  banditti  of  negroes  sallying  frooi 
within  the  Spanish  border,  and  retreating  to  it 
again  with  the  horrid  fruits  of  their  crimes. 

At  a  former  period  the  Governor  of  Pensacola 
had  been  calleif  upon,  by  letter  from  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  conformably  to  the  stipulated  en- 
gaj;ement  of  Spain  and  to  the  duties  of  good 
neighborhood,  to  interpose  by  force  and  break 
up  a  stronghold  of  which  this  horde  of  savages 
and  fugitive  slaves  had  possessed  themselves  on 
the  territory  of  Florida.  The  answer  acknowl- 
edged the  obligation,  but  pleaded  an  incompe* 
tency  qf  force  ror  its  fulfilment.  Copies  of  these 
important  documents  are  herewith  transmitted 
to  you ;  and  it  may  be  within  your  knowledge 
ana  recollection  that  the  orders  and  the  compe- 
tent force  which  Governor  Zoniga  stated  in  his' 
letter  that  be  had  solicited  from  his  Governor 
Ghneral,  and  without  which  he  declared  himself 
unable  to  destroy  this  fort,  created  upon  Spanish 
territory  for  the  purposes  of  united  civilized,  and 
savage,  and  servile  war  against  the  United  States, 
were  never  furnished ;  and  that  the  United  States 
were  finally  compelled  to  accomplish  its  de- 
struction by  their  own  force. 

The  permanent  and  unvarying  policy  of  the 
United  States,  with  regard  to  all  the  Indian 
tribes  within  their  borders,  is  that  of  peace, 
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friendship,  and  liberality ;  and  so  successfal  has 
this  policy  been,  that,  for  many  years^  no  instance 
haa  occurred  of  their  beioff  in  hostility  with  any 
Indian  tribe,  unless  stimulated  by  the  influeoce 
of  foreign  incendiaries.  Eren  after  the  repeated 
commission  of  these  depredations  and  massacres 
by  the  Seminole  Indians,  at  the  Tery  moment 
when  the  Gtovernroent  of  the  United  States  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  employ  their  own  mili- 
tary force  for  the  protection  of  their  people, 
offers  of  peace  were  tendered  to  them,  and  re- 
jected. 

Nor  has  the  respect  manifested  by  this  Qorern- 
ment  for  the  territorial  rights  of  Spain  been  less 
signal  and  conspicuous,  eren  after  the  full  and 
formal  notice,  by  the  GloTemor  of  Pensacola,  of 
the  incompetency  of  his  force  either  to  perform 
the  doties  of  neutrality,  or  to  fulfil  the  obliga* 
tions  of  the  treaty.  When  It  became  necessary 
to  employ  the  military  force  of  the  United  States 
for  the  protection  of  their  frontier,  on  the  SOth  Oc- 
tober last,  the  commanding  officer  in  that  quarter, 
while  directed  to  take  other  measures  for  sup- 
pressing the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  was  ex- 
pressly instructed  not  on  that  account .  to  pass 
the  line,  and  make  an  attack  upon  thein  within 
the  limits,  of  Florida,  without  further  orders. 
On  the  2d  of  December  instructions  to  the  same 
effect  were  repeated.  On  the  9(h  of  December 
they  were  again  renewed,  with  the  modification 
suggested  by  the  continuation  of  Indian  outrages, 
that,  should  the  Indians  assemble  in  force  on  the 
Spanish  side  of  the  line,  and  persevere  in  eom- 
mitting  hostilities  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  American  officer  was  authorized 
in  that  event  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  croesing  the  line,  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  them,  and  breaking  up  their  towns. 
On  the  16tn  of  December,  upon  information  that 
an  oi&eer  of  the  United  States,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  forty  men,  had  been  attacked,  and  all 
destroyed,  with  the  exception  of  six  who  made 
their  escape,  four  of  whom  were  wounded,  the 
instruction,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  War  to  the 
American  GFenerai  then  m  command : 

^  On  receipt  of  this  letter,  should  the  Seminole 
Indians  still  refuse  to  make  reparation  for  their 
outrages  and  depredations  on  the  eitizens  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President 
that  you  consider  yourself  at  libertT  to  march 
across  the  Florida  line,  and  to  attack  them  within 
its  limits,  should  it  be  found  necessary,  unless 
Ihey  should  shelter  themselves  under  a  Spanish 
fort.  In  the  last  event,  you  will  immediately 
DOtify  this  Department.'' 

These,  with  a  subsequent  instruction  of  the 
26th  of  December  to  the  Commander-in-chief, 
referring  to  them,  and  directing  him,  with  a  view 
to  them,  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to 
terminate  a  conflict  which  it  had  ever  been  the 
desire  of  the  President,  from  considerations  of 
humanity,  to  avoid,  but  which  was  made  neces- 
sary by  the  settled  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  are 
all  the  instructions  given  in  relation  to  Florida* 

By  the  ordinary  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 
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the  right  of  pursuing  an  enemy  who  seeks  refuge 
from  ietoal  conflict  within  a  neutral  territory,  is 
incontestable.  But,  in  this  case,  the  territory  of 
Florida  was  not  even  neutral.  It  was  itself,  as 
far  as  Indian  savages  possess  territorial  risht,  the 
territory  of  Indians  with  whom  the  United  States 
were  at  war.  It  was  their  place  of  abode;  and 
Spain  was  bound  by  treaty  to  restrain  them  by 
force  from  committing  hostilities  against  the 
United  States — an  engagement  which  the  com- 
manding officer  of  Spain  in  Florida  had  acknowl- 
edged himself  unable  to  fulfil.  Of  the  necessity 
there  was  for  crossioff  the  line,  what  stronger 
proofs  could  be  adduced  than  that  it  was  within 
that  line  the  American  General  met  the  principal 
resistance  from  the  Indians  which  he  encountered 
in  the  whole  campaign;  that  within  that  line,  at 
their  towns  which  he  destroyed,  he  found  ais« 
played,  as  barbarous  trophies,  the  mutilated  rem- 
nants of  our  wretched  fellow-citizens,  the  mur- 
dered women  and  children,  the  accumulated 
barbarities  of  many  years  ? 

You  have  seen  that  no  instruction  or  authority, 
inconsistent  with  the  declaration  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  25th 
of  March  last  to  Congress,  was  ever  issued  to  the 
commander  of  the  American  forces.  The  pos-> 
session  which  he  took  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark,. 
and  subsequently  of  Pensacola,  was  upon  motives 
which  he  himself  has  explained,  and  upon  hia 
own  responsibility.  For  bis  justification  in  the 
adoption  of  both  those  measures^  he  states  them 
to  have  been  necessary  upon  the  imthutable  prin- 
ciples of  self-defence: 

That|  at  an  earljr  period  of  his  operations,  he 
had  given  full  notice  of  their  object  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola,  by  communication,  dated  the 
25th  of  March  last,  warning  him  that  every  at- 
tempt on  his  part  to  succor  toe  Indians,  or  prevent 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  the  American  troops 
in  the  tfscambia,  would  be  viewed  as  acts  of 
hostility : 

That,  in  defiance  of  this  admonition,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola  did  both  give  succor  to  the 
Indians,  and  delay  the  passage  of  the  provisions 
to  the  American  army,  ana  thereby  subjected 
them  to  the  severest  privations: 

That  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  had  caused  it 
to  be  directly  reported  to  the  American  General 
that  Fort  St.  Mark  had  been  threatened  by  the 
Indians  and  negroes;  and  expressed  serious  ap- 
prehensions, from  the  weakness  of  the  garri- 
son and  defenceless  state  of  the  works,  for  its 
safety : 

That  this  information  was  confirmed  to  the 
American  General  from  other  sources,  upon  which 
he  could  rely,  and  completely  warranted  the  ami- 
cable* occupation  by  him  of  that  fort: 

That,  upon  his  entering  the  fort,  evidence,  clear, 
unequivocal,  and  manifold,  was  evinced  of  the 
duplicity  and  unfriendly  feeling  of  the  command- 
ant—evidence demonstrating,  beyond  the  power 
of  denial,  that,  far  frdm  acting  in  the  spirit  of  that 
sacred  engagement  of  his  Sovereign,  to  restrain 

a  force  his  Indians  from  hostilities  against  the 
lited  States,  he  had  made  himself,  by  every  act 
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in  his  power,  a  partner  and  accomplice  of  the 
hostile  iDdians,  and  of  their  foreign  instigators: 
That  the  same  spirit  of  hostilitjr  to  the  United 
States  was  discovered  bv  the  Governor  of  Pen- 
•acola  himself,  by  his  reiusal  to  permit,  unlets  by 
the  payment  of  exorbitant  deities^  the  passage  of 
provisions  to  the  American  army »  by  the  recep- 
tion and  succors  given  to  the  Indians  at  various 
tiroes ;  and,  finally,  by  a  letter  which,  he  sent  to 
the  American  General,  denouncing  his  entry  into 
Florida  as  an  aggression  a^iost  Spain,  and 
threatening,  unless  he  should  immediately  with- 
draw from  It,  and  should  he  continue  what  he 
thus  styled  aggression,  that  he  would  repel  force 
by  force.  This  was  so  open  an  indication  of  hos- 
tile feeling  on  the  part  of  Governor  Mazot,  after 
he  had  been  early  and  well  advised  of  the  object 
of  General  Jackson's  operations,  that  this  omcer 
no  longer  hesitated  on  the  measures  to  be  adopted 
*-the  occupation  of  Penaacola  and  the  Fort  of 
Barancas. 

The  charges  alleged  by  General  Jackson  against 
the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  are  not  known  I 
even  to  have  been  denied.  The  Governor  of 
Pensaoola  has  partly,  and  but  partly,  contradicted 
those  which  applied  to  hirottelf.  He  assured  Gen- 
eral  Jackson  that  the  information  received  by 
him  of  the  numbers  of  Indians  who  had  been  re- 
ceived and  harbored  at  Peosacola  was  erroneous. 
It  is  possible  that  the  numbers  may  have  been 
adroewbat  exaggerated  in  the  reports  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  received.  But  within  ten  days 
after  the  time  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  of  this  assemblage  of  Indians  at  that 
place,  a  large  body  of  them  were  overtaken,  sur- 
prised,  and  defeated  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  within  one  mile  of  Pensacola.  -Nor  was 
it  until  after  that  event  that  the  Governor  issued 
his  proclamation  for  refusing  them  supplies,  and 
gave  them  the  advice  under  which  eighty-seven 
of  them  surrendered  themselves  to  the  American 
officer.  But  the  measures  of  General  Jackson 
were  not  founded  upon  one  solitary  fact.  A  com* 
bination  of  circumstances,  all  tending  to  convince 
him  of  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Governori  remains 
yet  uncontradicted  ;  and  the  General  has  furnish- 
ed proofs  that  Governor  Maxot's  assertion^  that 
there  had  been,  since  the  surrender  of  those  eighty- 
seven  Indians  to  Captain  Young,  only  two  in 
Pensacola,  and  those  in  jail,  was  liselt  very  in- 
correct. Besides  the  Alabama  chief,  included  in 
the  capitulation,  one  wounded  Indian  was  found 
In  the  fort  at  Bacancas.  Holmes,  a  noted  Red 
Stick  chief,  left  Pensacola  %ut  the  day  before  the 
American  troops  took  possession,  and  a  number 
of  other  Indians  were  seen  about  the  same  time 
within. a  few  miles  of  Pensacola,  and  succeeded, 
with  the  aid  of  Spanish  officers,  in  eluding  the 
pursuit  of  the  American  troops. 

A  conduct  not  only  so  contrary  to  the  express 
engagements  of  Spain,  but  so  unequivocally  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States,  justly  authorizes  them 
to  call  upon  His  Catholic  Majesty  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  those  officers  who,  the  President  is 
persuaded,  have  therein  acted  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press orders  of  their  Sovereign.    In  the  full  con- 


fidence that  your  Government  will  render  to  the 
United  States  ample  justice  in  this  regard,  the 
President  has  directed  all  the  proofs  relating 
thereto  to  be  imbodied,as  the  ground  of  an  appli- 
cation to  that  effect  to  your  Government. 

In  the  meantime,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  inform  you  that  Pensacola  will  be  re- 
stored to  the  possession  of  any  person  duly  au- 
thorized on  the  part  of  Spain  to  receive  It ;  that 
the  fort  of  St.  Adark,  being  in  the  heart  of  the  In- 
dian country,  and  remote  from  any  Spanish  set- 
tlement, can  be  surrendered  only  to  a  force  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  hold  it  against  the  attack  of  the 
hostile  Indians;  upon  the  appearance  of  which 
force  it  will  also  be  restored. 

In  communicating  to  you  this  decision,  I  aqi 
also  directed  to  assure  you  that  it  has  been  made 
under  the  fullest  conviction,  which  he  trusts  will 
be  felt  by  your  Government,  that  the  preservation 
of  peace  between  the  two  nations  indispensably 
requires  that  hepceforih  the  stipulations  by  Spain 
to  restrain  by  force  her  Indians  from  all  hostili- 
ties against  the  United  States  should  be  faithfully 
and  effectually  lulfilied. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Hbadu^bb,  Division  of  the  South, 

Wa$hingt(m,  M.  T,  AprU  23, 1816. 

Sia :  I  am  charged  by  my  Government  to  make 
known  to  you  that  a  negro  fort,  erected  during 
our  late  war  with  Britain,  at  or  near  the  junction 
of  the  Chatahoochee  and  Flint  rivers,  has  been 
strengthened  since  that  period,  and  is  now  occu- 
pied by  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes, 
many  of  whom  have  been  enticed  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,  citizens  of  the  United  States;  aU 
of  whom  are  well  clothed  and  disciplined.  Secret 
practices  to  inveigle  negroes  from  the  eitizenaof 
Georgia,  as  well  as  frpm  the  Cherokee  and  Creek 
nations  of  Indians,  are  still  continued  by  this  ban- 
ditti and  the  hostile  Creeks.  This  is  a  state  of 
things  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  much  injury 
in  the  neighboring  settlements,  and  excite  irrita- 
tions whicn  eventually  may  endanger  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  and  interrupt  that  good  under* 
sianding  which  so  happily  exists  between  onr 
Gk)vernments. 

The  principles  of  good  faith,  which  alwaya 
insure  good  neighborhood  between  nations,  re- 
quire the  immediate  and  prompt  interference  of 
the  Spanish  authority  to  destrojr  or  remove  frooa 
our  frontier  ihis  banditti,  put  an  end  to  an  evil 
of  so  serious  a  nature,  and  return  to  Aur  citixens 
and  friendly  Indians  inhabiting  our  territory  those 
negroes  now  in  said  fort,  and  which  have  been 
stolen  and  enticed  from  them.  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  indulge  a  belief  that  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola.  or  the  military  commander  at  that 
place,  will  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving  orders 
for  this  banditti  to  be  dispersed,  and  the  property 
of  the  citixens  of  the  united  States  forthwitli 
restored  to  them  and  our  friendly  Indians ;  par- 
ticularly when  I  reflect  that  the  conduct  of  this 
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Iwadiui  is  sQeh  as  will  not  be  lokniltd  bf  our 
.Qoveriuneftt,  and,  if  not  pot  dowa  bf  SfMiiiah 
auibority,  will  compel  «?,  in  selMefeoce^  to  de- 
stroy tbem*  Tbis  QommoBicttioo  is  iDUnsted  lo 
Capuio  AmeloDg,  of  the  Ist  regiroeat  Uniied 
Slates  iDfaotry,  wbo  is  cbarged  to  briag  back 
aacb  answer  as  yoa  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
ibis  letter.  lo  your  answer  yon  will  be  pleased 
to  state  whether  that  fort  has  been  built  by  tbe 
GovernmeDt  of  Spain,  and  whether  tboae  ne- 
f^oea  who  garrison  it  are  considered  as  the  sob- 
jects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  if  not  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  by  whom,  and  under 
whose  orders,  it  has  been  erected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Afa^  G$n*,  com*  Div,  cf  tM  South* 

To  the  QoTBBiioR  of  PemaeoUu 

Or  MUUarjf  Com.  of^utt  place, 
A  erne  copy: 

ISAAC  L.  BAKER,  A4d^-camp. 


PansAooLA^  JUarch  26, 1816. 

Moot  ExoaLLaiiT  Sia :  On  the  ditb  of  the 
present  month,  Capuia  Amelong,  of  tbe  let 
United  States  regiment,  pat  into  my  bands  yoar 
escellenoy's  letter,  dated  at  Washington,  Miasis- 
aippi  Territory,  on  the  2dd  of  April  last,  ia 
which,  after  apjurizing  oie  that  your  Gofera* 
meat  bad  gifen  it  in  charge  to  you  to  inform  me 
that  the  fort  of  the  negroes,  erected  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  nj^r  the  junction  of 
tbe  Chaiabochee  and  Flint  risers,  had  been  re- 
iaforced,  and  was  oow  occupied  by  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes^  many  of  whom 
were  seduced  from  the  service  of  tbeir  masters, 
(who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,)  and 
that  all  of  them  are  well  armed,  provisioned, 
and  disciplined,  you  make  manj  wise  reflections 
with  respect  to  the  serious  injuries  which  nuy 
lesolt  from  tolerating  such  aa  establishmeat,  aot 
only  to  those  ia  the  immediate  aeighborhood  of 
it.  by  disturbing  tbe  peace  of  the  aatioa,  but 
likewise  to  the  good  uaderslaading  whiah  hap- 
pily exists  between  our  respective  GovOrameiats; 
yoo  eater  in|o  aa  investigation  to  show  what  the 
Spanish  autiiorities  ought  to  do  to  put  an  end  to 
an  evil  of  so  serioiis  a  natare,  in  the  mode  pre- 
acribed  by  thoae  priaoiples  of  good  faith  which 
are  the  fouadalioa  of  frieacUy  neighborhood 
ftmong  natioaa;  .you  diatiQctly  state  what  this 
Gojerameat  oaght  immediately  to  do,  ia  fail- 
ore  of  which  your  Goveramaat  will  be  obliged 
1^  do  It,  to  iesnie  ^he  safety  of  the  iababitaatsof 
the  Uaited  States;  and  you  conclude  by  re* 
^aeaiiag  me  jio  state,  in  my  answer  to  your  let- 
ter, whether  the  said  fort  has  beea  consuueted 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  whether  the 
aegroes  who  compose  its  garrison  are  deemed 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  if  the  fort 
ipras  not  built  by  Spanish,  authority,  to  state  by 
what  authority,  and  .by  whose  order,  it  was 
built. 

In  answer  to  j^our  excellency,  I  will  atatCi  with 
the  veracity  which  comports  with  the  character 
of  an  hoaocable  officer,  in  which  class  I  rank 


UKyself,  that  hariag  arrired  at  this  alaoe  aeacif 
at  the  close  of  the  month  of  Mar«h  precedia(» 
aad  beia^  iaformed  of  what  your  excellency  him 
communicated  to  me,  with  this  dufferenaey  thai 
the  fort,  instead  of  being  where  you  place  it,  is 
to  be  found  on  tbe  eastern  baok  of  the  ApiMM* 
ehicola,  at  about  fifteen  miles  from  its  mouth,  or 
entrance  into  the  fea,  I  lost  no  time  ia  prApoaiag 
to  my  Captain  General  the  measures  which  apr 
peared  to  me  proper,  as  well  for  seeuriag  tha  iei- 
habitaata  of  the  country  uader  my  command  from 
damages,  losses,  and  injuries,  which  they  ha?a 
sufiered  aad  still  suflerUomthisestabliebmealtai 
to  prevent  the  American  citizens  aad  the  friendly 
Indians  of  the  neighborhood  from  coniinuiag  to 
experience  them.  I  have  hitherto  receimT  ao 
aaswer ;  aad,  consequently,  your  aiceUeacy,  who 
knows  bow  limiied  are  the  powers  of  a  subocdi- 
aate  oflicer,.caaoot  be  surprised  that  I  shoaU 
make  kaowa  to  you  that,  althoo|^  my  mode  of 
thiaktng  exactly  corraspoads.  with  yours  aa  to 
the  dislodging  t»f  the  ni^roes  from  tbe  Coirti  tjm 
occupvinff  it  with  Spanish  troops,  or  destt oyiag 
it,  aad  deliveriag  the  negroes  who  may  be  eof 
lected  to  tbeir  lawful  owners,  I  shall  ao(  he  abte 
to  ac.t  until  I  receive  the  ordera  of  my  Captam 
General,  aad  the  assistance  necessary  to  aaabia 
me  to  uadertake  the  antarprise  with  a  moral  cer- 
taiaty  of  aecompiishiog  the  ead.  I  am  perauadad 
that  the  determination  of  tbe  said  chief  caaaotba 
long  delayed  $  and,  should  it  authorize  me  to  act. 
your  excellency  may  rest  assured  aad  persuaded 
that  I  will  not  lose  ao  iastant  ia  adopting,  on  my 
part,  the  most  efficacious  measures  for  cutting  up 
by  the  root  an  evil  which  is  lelt  to  the  full  ezteat 
stated  ia  your  letter  by  the  inhabitaau  of  this 
province,  who  are  subjects  of  my  Sovereign,  aad 
who^  propperity  aad  uaaquillity  it  u  my  duty  to 
preserve  and  protect. 

With  this  explaaatioa  yo.ur  beforBaaa»ed  latter 
may  be  considered  fully  answered,  as  it  gives  you 
to  understand  that,  thiQkiag  as  your  excellency 
thinks,  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  destroying 
the  negroes^  the  fort  of  Appalachicola.  occupied 
br  them»  was  aot  coaatriMted  by  order  of  the 
Spaaish  GoTerament;  aad  that  the  aegroea,  al- 
though ia  part  helongiog  tathe  inhabitaataaf  this 
proyjince,  aad  as  rational  beingsi  may  be  sul^cle 
of  the  Kiagi  niy  master,  and  deemed  by  me  ia- 
suMceats  or  rebels  afainit  the  authority^  aot  only 
of  Bis  Catholic  Majesty,  but  also  of  the  proprie- 
tors from  whose  service  they  have  withdrawii 
then^aelvas— 4ome  seduced  by  the  Snglish  Col- 
onel Edward  Nicholls,  Major  Woodbine,  and  their 
agents  aad  others  from  their  incllnatioo  to  run 
on.  But  as  your  excellency  maaifests  a  particu- 
lar desire  that,  in  case  the  fort  waa  not  erected  by 
Spanish  authority,  I  ahould  atate  by  what  au- 
thority and  by  whose  order  it  was  ereeted,  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  satisfying  your  curiosity,  by  ia* 
foiCiuing  you  that  I  have,  undecstoad,  oyer  since 
my  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the  said  fort,  and 
another  near  the  confluence  of  the  Chattahoochee 
and  Flint  rivers,  which  it  appears  no  longer  ex- 
ists, were  bpi)t  by  tbe  order  flf  the  beforanamed 
Colonel  Nicholls.    I  will  not  assure  you  that  he 
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M  it  under  anthority  from  his  (SoTeromeiit;  but 
lean  say  that  he  proceeded  to  place  artillery, 
nmniaiotte,  and  provisions  in  it,  by  the  arrange- 
vient  of  Vice  Admiral  Malcolm ;  ftnd  that,  when 
Colonel  Nieholls  and  the  troops  of  his  detachment, 
after  the  conclasion  of  the  expedition  against 
Louisiana,  withdrew  from  that  point,  he  left  or- 
ders with  the  negroes,  totally  contrary  to  the  in- 
contestable  right  of  so?ereignty  which  the  King, 
my  master,  exercises  from  the  line  of  thirty-first 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  south.  My  prede- 
cessore  in  this  Ctovernment  have  given  an  ao** 
count  of  all  these  actions  to  the  authorities  on 
whom  they  depended,  that  the  satisfaction  which 
theviolatioa  required  miffht  be  demanded  by  those 
on  whom  this  duty  deFonres. 

I  think  I  hare  answered  your  excelleocy's  let- 
ter satisfactorily,  and  in  terms  which  cannot 
leave  a  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions 
in  favor  of  the  common  cause  of  the  American 
and  Spanish  inhabitants,  and  that  my  present 
inaetipn  does  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  incli- 
nation. I  likewise  flatter  myself  that,  until  my 
Captain  Qeneral  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken 
by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
your  exeellency,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  m^  maeter,  in  the 
district  of  Appalachicola,  which  is  a  dependency 
of  this  Government  i  and,  finally,  I  conclude  by 
assuring  your  excellency  that  it  will  afibrd  me 
particular  satisfaction  to  have  opportunities  of 
evincing  my  desire,  not  only  to  contribute,  so  far 
as  depends  on  me.  to  the  cementing  of  the  good 
understanding  wnich  subsists  between  our  re- 
spective Governments,  but  also  to  prove,  to  your 
excellency  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your 
virtues  and  military  talents. 

Qod  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 
MAURICIO  DB  ZUNIQA. 

His  Byeeltency  A.  Jaokson. 


Ihn  lAtii  de  Onii  to  the  Searetary  ^  SiaU* 

Bristol,  July  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  It  is  some  time  since  I  have  received  pos- 
itive and  circumstantial  information  that  a  per- 
son, acting  under  a  commission  from  the  reoels 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  had  given  orders  for  the  build- 
ing of  two  frigates,  of  twenty-eight  or  thirty 
guns  eaeh,  at  New  .  York ;  and  that,  armed, 
equipped,  and  manned  with  citizens  of  this  Re- 
public, they  are  to  proceed  from  that  port  on  a 
cruise  against  the  commerce  and  subjects  of  His 
Calbolie  Majesty. 

Although  so  manifest  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  iajurv  of  my  Sov- 
ereigUj  imposed  on  me  the  duty  oi  immediately 
soliciting  of  the  President  sucb  measures  as  are 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  Union  and 
the  peace  and  good  understanding  existing  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  would  put  a  stop  to 
this  evIL  yet,  faithful  to  the  system  I  have  laid 
down  of  not  trespasslnp^  on  the  attention  of  your 
Government,  except  in  cases  of  indispensable 
necessity,  I  directed  His  Majesty's  Consul  at 
New  York,  after  he  had  obtained  all  the  legal 


evidence  required  by  the  courts,  to  have  reeoai 
to  them  with  that  calmness  and  confidence  with 
which  the  justice  of  his  cause  should  inspire 
him  when  submitted  to  impartial  and  enlight- 
ened magistrates. 

His  Majesty's  Consul  has  just  informed  me 
that,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  he  had   ap- 
plied to  the  district  att6rney,  stating  that  he  was 
possessed  of  sundry  declarations  oi  persona,  cor- 
roborating each  other,  showing  that  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  bed  been  violated,  and    re- 
questing him   to  cause  the  said  vessels   to  be 
stopped  and  proceeded  affainst,  together  with  the 
parties  concerned  in   their  equipment,   in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  twentieth  of  Aprillast,  section  11.    The 
district  attorney  appears  not  to  have  'been  very 
anxious  to  carry  the  act  into  execution,  as  he 
replied  that  he  would  not  do  so,  although  fifty- 
such  declaralions  were  presented  to  him.    I  do 
not  pretend  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  the 
attorney's  feelings  or  conduct,  which,  to  say  the 
least,  was  very  extraordinary ;  but  I  deem  it  in- 
dispensable to  transmit  to  you  four  of  the  orl^- 
nal  decorations  referred  to,  that  they  may  be 
laid  before  the  President*,  and  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  direct,  with  the  urgency  required  by 
the  case,  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New 
York  to  stop  the  above-mentioned  vessels,  in 
order  that  they,  as  well  as  the  parties  engaged  in 
their  outfit,  may  be  proceeded  against  in  doe 
form  of  law,  and  the  necessary  force  employed 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  duty. 

This  demand,  which  I  renew  in  the  name  ot 
my  Sovereign,  being  iik  strict .  cooformicy  with 
the  laws  of  this  Republic,  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt  that  the  President  will  readily  comply  with 
it ;  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  advise 
me  of  its  having  been  carried  into  effect,  that  1 
ma^  direct  the  Consul  to  produce  the  necessary 
testimony  for  the  elucidation  and  decision  of  a 
case  transcendently  important  to  the  interests  oi 
my  Sovereign. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect, 
and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  PB  ONIS. 

Statb  or  New  Yohk,  CUy  if  New  Yar^  ar  / 

Samuel  Samuels,  by  profession  a  mariner,  at 
present  in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly 
sworn, says:  That,  about  the  11th  or  ISth  of  Jnlj 
instant,  deponent  was  at  Dominlck  Morris^ 
house^  where  they  were  shippinjK  hands  for  the 
Curiazoj  he  met  there  a  Mr.  Brown,  who  was 
the  man  who  attended  on  shore  to  the  enlistins 
and  shipping  of  the  crew;  this  gentleman  asked 
deponent  whether  he  did  not  wish  to  ship  on 
board  of  the  Curiazo,  and  upon  this  requested 
him  to  walk  up  stairs,  and  he  would  inform  de- 
ponent ail  about  the  object  of  the  vessel ;  they 
went  up  stairs,  add  Mr.  Brown  then  said  that  the 
Curiazo  was  destined  to  go  around  Cape  Hon, 
or  would  go  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  the  patriot  ser- 
vice; that  she  would  join  the  other  ship,  which 
was  lying  in  North  river,  named  the  Horatio, 
and  they  would  beabaent  about  two  years;  de* 
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Kn^mi  ugjsM  articles,  at  the  offiee  of  Cht  noianr, 
r.  Palmer;  he  did  not  read  the  articles  at  the 
time  of  signing ;  the  wages  were  fourteen  dollars 
a  month,  and  two  months'  advance,  which  sum 
is  naid  in  like  manner  to  all  the  crew,  fourteen 
dollars  at  the  time  of  signing  the  articles,  and 
fourteen  dollars  after  getting  on  board  i  he  went 
on  board  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  July  instant, 
and  found  sixty  hands  on  board,  agreeably  to  the 
muster  which  was  made ;  and  there  were  others 
on  shore  who  had  enlisted  but  not.  yet  come 
aboard ;  there  were  a  captain,  several  lieutenants, 
a  sailingmaster,  many  midshipmen,  a  boatswain, 
boatswain's  mates,  boatswain's  yeomen,  sereral 
quartermasters,  a  gunner,  gunner's  mate,  and 
two  qusrter-gunners,  two  captains  for  each  of 
the  tops-^fore-topy  mizen-top,  and  inain-top,  two 
captains  of  the  forecastle,  two  captains  of  the 
afterguard,  a  captain  of  the  hold,  and  green 
han£  to  form  a  company  of  marines;  deponent 
was  captain  of  the  main-top  of  the  larboard 
watch ;  the  hands  were  exercised  erery  day  in 
loosing  and  handling  the  sails;  some  of  the 
hands  were  employed  in  making  wads  for  the 
cannon ;  the  giins  were  not  yet  come  on  board, 
but  they  were  expected  daily,  and  the  hands  con* 
Tersed  about  the  stations  which  they  w;ooid  hold 
at  the  ffuns ;  the  exercising  of  the  crews,  which 
he  has  before  mentioned,  was  the  same  as  is  cus- 
tomary in  the  service  of  the  United  Statps  on 
board  their  vessels  of  war ;  there  was  a  regular 
watch   kepi  up  during  the  day  and  nighty  one- 
half  of  the  crew  being  on  watch  all  the  night; 
the  hands  were  ^all  pi^ed  by  the  boatswain  and 
the  boatswain's  mate  at  their  several  meals; 
when    officers  came  on  board,  the  sides  were 
manned  for  them  by  way  of  salute ;  and,  in  every 
lespecs,  the  discipline  and  duty  kept  up  was  the 
same  ass  is  practised  in  the  navy  service. 

When  the  deponent  shipped,  the  notalry  told 
him  to  leave  a  will  and  power  to  enable  the  land- 
lord to  receive  the  prize  monejr  which  deponent 
might  become  entitled  to;  which  deponent  did 
accordingly  in  favor  of  Dominick  Morris.  The 
genera]  understanding  on  board  the  vessel  is,  that 
they  were  to  cruise  along  the  coast  of  South 
America  after  their  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  vessel  is  built  in  every  respect  as  a  vessel  of 
war ;  the  water  below  is  secured  exactly  in  the 
nuinner  that  it  is  done  on  board  a  man-of-war, 
which  is  difierent  from  what  is  usual  in  the  mer- 
chant service.    Deponent  further  saith  not. 

8.  SAMUELS,  his  X  mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  23d 
dayof  July,  1818. 

JAMBS  HOPSON,  S.  Jwtice. 

State  or  New  York,  City  of  New  York^  M.- 
George W.  Lynch,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
merchant,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  That  on  the 
Sdd  day  of  JoTy  instant,  he  went  on  board  the 
ship  Cariazo,  lying  in  the  North  river,  in  this 
port,  in  company  with  a.  Mr.  Atkinson,  who  said 
he  was  the  purser  of  the  said  vessel ;  deponent 
counted  thirty  cannon  lying  on  the  deck,  and  a 


number  of  new  gun-earriages  which  were  lyite 
upon  one  another,  and  appeared  to  be  equally 
Bumerons ;  he  was  presented  to  the  several  cffi- 
cars,  was  told  by  them  that  there  were  a  captain, 
four  lieutenants,  and  a  number  of  midshipmen ; 
that  the  captain  was  named  Delano,  the  first . 
lieutenant  is  named  Van  Beuren,  the  second 
Qrinnelow,  the  third  Smith,  and  the  fourth  Gob- 
bett;  he  was  told  by  die  purser  that  the  vessel, 
together  with  the  Horatio,  another  ship  lying 
near,  was  bound  to  Buenos  Ayres;  there  ap* 
paared  to  be  a  great  number  of  men  on  board ;  he 
was  told  by  said  purser  that  it  was  their  intea* 
tion  to  take  one  hnadred  men ;  that  the  crew 
were  paid. two  months' advance,  and  that,  as  a 
further  inducement  to  them  to  8hip,they  bad  the 
prospect  of  prize  money.  In  couTersation  with 
a  Mr.  Sullivan,  who  is  at  the  head  of  die  surgtoal 
department  for  the  two  vessels,  and  was  now  on 
board  the  Curiazo,  he  (Mr.  Sullivan) said,  "lam 
sorry  that  the  guns  are  not  carronades  instead  of 
gunnades ;"  but  than  immediately  added,  *'  how-i^ 
ever,  it  is  beuer  as  it  is ;  we  shall  want  long  guna 
to  fight  the  Spaniards."  Deponent  was  carried 
through  the  vessel,  and  the  dtfTerent  parts  of  it 
were  pointed  out  to  fa^m ;  the  captain's  room,  the 
lieutenants'-  room,  and  the  midshipmen's  room, 
were  severally  and  respectively  designated ;  there 
was  a  quantity  of  cannon  balls  between  the  decks  % 
all  hands  were  piped  by  the  boatswain  while  dsh 

Knent  was  on  board.  This  vessel  is  newly  builc, 
s  been  launched  but  a  short  dme^  and  is  now 
preparing  for  her  first  voyage;  she  is.piereed  for 
many  guns,  and  is  built  in  every  respect  like  a 
frigate. 

Deponent  left  this  vessel  in  company  with  the 
surseon,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  proceeded  with  him 
to  the  other  ship,  the  Horauo.  This  gendemaa 
is  the  surgeon  of  the  Hondo,  and  tokf  deponent 
that  he  had  selected  the  surgeons  for  this  and  the 
other  ressel,  (the  Curiazo;)  that  he  had  exam- 
ined them  in  order  to  ascertain  that  they  were 
duly  qualified;  he  mentioned  that  the  crews  of 
each  vessel  would  consist  at  present  of  one  hun* 
dred  men  for  each,  but  that  their  eomplemeni 
was  three  hundred  men  for  each ;  that  the  medt-* 
cal  list  which  was  handed  to  him  for  both  vesseb 
was  for  six  hundred  men ;  he  showed  deponent 
his  medicine  chest,  his  tools,  and  other  imple* 
meats,  and  said  that  he  had  everything  in  com- 

Idete  order;  he  shdwed  defmnent  into  a  room  be* 
ow  the  cabin,  which  he  said  would  be  his  station 
in  dme  of  aetion ;  deponent  said  he  supposed  there 
wodd  be  little  ftshdng,  to  which  Mr.  Sullivan 
answered,  *-|  don't  know,  the  Spaniards  have 
got  a  fine  frigate  out  there  with  five  hundred 
men."  Deponent  was  told  on  board  of  this  res- 
sel  by  the  said  surgeon,  and  by  another  ofiicer, 
the  second  lieutenant,  that,  besides  the  captain. 
Skinner,  who  was  Commodore  of  the  two  vessels, 
the  Horado  had  four  lieutenants  and  a  number  of 
midshipmen ;  the  first  lieutenant  Is  named  Cur« 
rie,  and  the  second  Eakin;  deponent  was  shown 
into  the  several  rooms  of  the  captain,  lieutenants, 
and  midshipmen ;  the  cannon  had  not  yet  been 
brought  on  board  of  this  vessel,  but  the  officers 
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tM  depontnc  th«r  ezpeet^d  them  tAkOiiij  i  this 
rektoel  reseiibtes  the  other  to  every  respect,  was 
bvHt  >t  the  same  time,  and  has  nerer  yet  heea  to 
8e««  SpeaktDf  about  the  cMnplemeat  of  mco  for 
these  ressefoy  Air.  Sakia,  the  secoftd  lieoteaant, 
told  the  dcponedt  that  ahhovgh  they  woold  take 
OQt  for  the  preseat  anly  one  aaadred  men  each, 
they  woqU  have  no  diffieaity  in  making  ap  the 
fttU  number,  which  woold  be  three  hundred,  at 
Buenos  Ayrea,  because  saiioHB  there  would  leaTc 
tha  priTateers  to  enter  these  vesaels.  He  said 
tkat  if  Mr»  Aguirre,  when  be  commenced  the 
building  of  these  ressels,  had  emplo3r«d  a  mer- 
ohaat,  instead  of  making  the  cbntract  himself,  he 
would  baTc  saveda  great  deal  of  money,  at  least 
Mlit^  per  cent.;  that  Dacy  and  Dtdier,  of  Balti- 
more had  received  money  from  Aguirre,  and  bad 
offered  to  transact  all  tbe  business  of  tbeae  ves- 
sals,  and  to  bond  them  for  fire  per  cent.,  but  that 
he  was  nawidling  to  allow  them  more  than  two 
and  a  half  p^r  cent.;  they  oflfered  also  to  allow 
him  bank  interest  for  his  money  while  it  was  in 
their  hands;  but  they  came  to  no  a^eement, 
dwing  to  the  smallaess  of  the  commission  which 
Aguirre  was  willing  to  allow  them ;  and  that  tbe 
Tesseb  had  cost  him  a  very  large  sum  of  money, 
everything  having  been  fitted  up  in  the  most 
costly  manner ;  that  the  cannon  had  been  made 
by  Mason,  of  Washington.  The  surgeon,  Mr. 
SUilivaby  speaking  of  the  discipline  of  the  two 
vessels,  said  that  of  the  Horatio  was  superior  to 
the  Curlazo ;  that,  on  board  of  tbe  Horatio,  the 
medical  returns  were  made  daily,  the  same  as  on 
board  a  man  of  war.  When  deponent  went  on 
board  of  the  Horatio,  the  sides  were  manned, 
which  was  «lso  done  when  he  leA  it ;  this  cere- 
mony is  a  complimedt  or. salute  to  the  person 
who  comes  on  board,  and  is  customary  on  board 
vessels  of  wsr,  and  not  in  merchaat  vessels. 

While  on  board  the  Horatio,  the  said  Bakin 
said  that  he  liad  always  been  treated  well  by  the 
Spaniards,  but  said  some  other  words,  the  tm- 
port  of  which  was  that  this  was  a  speeulatioo, 
and  that  he  must  do  the  best  he  could  for  him- 
sdf;  Mr.  Currie,  the  first  lieutenant,  also  said 
that  he  had  always  been  well  treated  by  ihe 
Spaniards,  and  that  he  would  treat  them  so  en  til 
he  could  not  help  doing  otherwise— alluding  to 
what  he  would  do  in  time  of  battle. 

Mr.  Wynans,  of  the  firdi  of  Ten  Byck,  Wy- 
nans  4^  Co^  told  deponent  that  they,  together 
with  two  other  bloek-makers,  made  the  blocks 
for  both  of  the  said  ships ;  they  were  employed 
by  Captain  Skinner  and  Mr.  Aguirre  jointly, 
both  being  together;  bat  Mr.  Aguirre  gave  the 
directions  to  skinner,  and  appeared  to  be  tlie 
owner ;  that  he  (Wynans)  called  frequently  upon 
Aguirre  for  directions;  and,  when  all  tbe  work 
whs  done,  Aguirre  paid  him. 

Mr.  Bakewell,  a  sailmaker,  told  deponent  that 
Mr.  Aguirre  made  the  agreement  with  him  fof 
the  saUs  of  one  of  the  ships,  and  paid  him  the 
amovint. 

*    QBORQB  W.  LYNCH. 

Sworn  this  d5(h  day  of  July,  1818,  before  me, 

CHARLB8  CHRISTIAN. 


Statb  or  New  Toas,  Citjf  tfNim  Yet%  i^f 

John  B.  Sickles,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  That 
on  the  SHBd  of  July  in&tant  he  called  upon  Josejih 
SkiUnei^,  whom  he  understood  to  be  tbe  captain 
or  commander  of  the  two  vessels  named  the  Ca- 
riaio  and  Horatio,  which  are  fitting  in  this  port 
for  Baenos  Ayres :  hemet  him  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Washington  Hall,  at  his  residence,  and  found  a* 
number  of  gentlemen  collected ;  there  were  about 
twenty,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
tbe  notary ;  the  conversation  was  exclusively  re« 
latittg  to  those  vessels,  their  arms  and  equipment, 
sokne  sayin^^  that  aj^ortfon  of  the  guns  Were 
larger  than  others.    On  tbe  23d  of  July  be  saw 
Captain  Skinner  again,  and  asked  him  to  provide 
the  deoooent  with  an  officer's  birth  on  board  of 
one 'or  the  said  vessels;  Captain  Skinner  referred 
him  to  Mr.  Palmer,  who  said  that  all  the  officers' 
stations  were  full ;  deponent  repeated  his  desire 
to  be  employed,  and  Skinner  told  him  he  mi|fht 
go  as  supernumerary  in  the  capacity  of  acting 
midshipman.    Dorio^  this  conversation  Mr.  Paf> 
mer  told  Captain  Skinner  that  be  was  short  of 
funds;  to  which  Skinner  replied,  ^*Tou  must  go 
to  Mr.  Aguirre  for  them,  you  know  I  am  not  the 
owner.**    On  the  34ih  of  July  deponent  saw  Cap* 
tain  Skinner  again  at  Palmer's  office;  deponent 
asked  when  he  should  go  on  board.    Skinner  told 
him  during  tbe  course  of  the  day.    Deponent  ae*> 
cordiogly  went  on  board  on  the  24th,  in  company 
with  William  JiTesbit;  a  young  man,  who  was 
also  told  by  Captain  Skinner  that  he  might  go 
as  supernutneraiy ;  when  deponent  got  on  board 
of  the  ship  Horatio^  which  was  lying  in  the 
stream,  he  reported  himself  to  Lieutenant  Currie^ 
who  was  the  first  lieutenant  on  board  thereof. 
Currie  told  deponent  and  the  said  Nesbit  that  he 
could  not  receive  them  unless  they  brought  a 
written  order  from  the  captain,  because  they  had 
so  many  officers  already ;  de(>onent  remained  on 
board  about  four  hours,  during  which  time  he 
got  into  conversation  with  selreral  of  the  officers; 
one  of  them,  named  Weed,  told  deponent  that  he 
is  the  captain  of  marines  on  board ;  that  when 
tbe  vessels  arrived  out  at  Buenos  Ayres  the  offi- 
cers eipected  to  receive  theJr  warrants  from  tbe 
Buenos  Ayrean  Qovernment;  that  Captain  Skin- 
ner had  promised  them  that  be  would  get  them 
from  that  Government  for  these  officers ;  depo* 
nent  was  told  by  Mr.  Weed  that  there  were  three 
lieutenants  on  board,  that  there  were  eight  mid- 
shipmen on  the  list,  and  twelve  supernumeraries 
besides  deponent  and  Mr.  Nesbit;  that  after  the 
vessels  got*  out  to  sea,  if  these  persons  were 
wanted,  they  would  be  turned  forward ;  this  de* 
ponent  understood  to  allude  to  their  being  wanted 
in  time  of  action.    He  said  they  had  on  board  at 
present  ninety-five  men,  and  they  intended  to 
get  more;  he  said  he  expected  that  it  arould  be  a 
troublesome  job  for  him  to  exercise  his  marines, 
which  he  would  have  to  do  soon ;  the  discipline 
on  board  this  vessel  is  the  same  as  that  on  board 
a  vessel  of  war ;  the  watch  was  changed  while 
deponent  was  on  board,  and  the  lieutenants  «lst> 
changed  their  watch,  the  hands  being  piped  by 
the  boatswain ;  the  arm  chest,  conUining  guns. 
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pistols,  eatlaues,  dkc.,  iras  bfooght  on  board 
while  deponent  was  there;  be  was  told  that  the 

f Teat  cans  were  expected  on  the  folio  wing  day, 
the-i5thj  that  tbe  gans  of  the  Coriazo  were 
eighteen  pounders,  between  earronades  and  aun- 
nades,  bat  that  those  of  the  Horatio  were  long 
eigbteens,  tbat  being  tbe  Commodore's  ship ;  that 
they  were  brass  gnns,  and  had  been  selected  for 
this  ressel;  tbat  these  cans  were  diflferent  from 
those  of  tbe  other  vessel, -because  these  were  in- 
tended for  long  fighting,  or  fighting  at  a  distance, 
and  the  others  for  dose  engagsment.  After  being 
on  board  for  serersl  boars,  deponent  came  ashore 
with  the  said  William  Nesbit,  and  called  upon 
Captain  Skinner,  told  him  what  Licatenant  Car- 
rie bad  said,  and  asked  him  for  an  order,  which 
Captain  Skinner  gave,  and  which  is  in  the  words 
fdlowioff:  "Mr.  Carrie:  Sir,  yoa  will  nlease  to 
receive  Mr.  J.  B.  Sickles  and  William  Nesbit  on 
board  the  ship  Horatio  as  super nameraries,  and 
you  will  oblige  yours,  Joseph  Skinner.  July  34, 
1818."  This  note  is  directed  "  Mr.  William  Cur- 
Tie,  ship  Horatio.''  Deponent  further  says,  that 
when  be  was  oa  board  the  Horatio  on  the  34th, 
the  officers  were  speaking  about  the  cannon 
which  was  expected  on  board  the  Horatio,,  and 
that  which  was  on  board  of  the  Curiazo,and  said 
that  they  would  mount  it,  because  they  did  not 
expect  that  there  would  be  any  opposition  from 
tbe  Spanish  Consul ;  there  was  a  large  quantity 
of  potatoes  on  board,  which  they  were  employed 
in  ai^sortin^,  and,  while  thus  engaged,  one  of  the 
officers  said  those  were  very  bad  potatoes  for  a 
cruise ;  the  number  of  barrels  deponent  supposes 
nearly  two  hundred.  And  further  the  deponent 
saitb  not. 

JOHN  B.  SICKLfiS. 
Sworn  this  25th  day  of  July,  1818,  before  iHe, 
C.  CHRISTIAN,  S.  JusHee. 


Dan  Luis  Dt  Oniito  the  Seardaty  of  State. 

Bristol,  July  28, 1818. 

.  I  bad  tbe  honor  yesterday  to  transmit  to  yoa, 
the  declarations  of  four  individuals,  affording  the 
most  positive  proof  of  the  violation  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  port  of  New  York  of  the  laws 
of  this  Republic,  to  the  signal  injury  of  the  inter- 
ests of  my  Sovereign.  I  now  enclose  three  other 
declarations^  corroborating  the  former,  and  e&tabo 
lishing  the  fact  to  which  f  refer. 

I  assure  myself  that,  in  consideration  of  these 
circumstances,  you  will  have  no  doubt  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  demand  I  now  make,  in  tbe  name  of 
the  King,  my  master,  or  of  the  urgency  with 
which  I  claim  of  the  President  to  issue  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New 
York  to  detain  the  two  Buenos  Ayres  armed  ships 
alluded  to,  and  the  requisite  instructions  to  have 
the  case  immediately  brought  before  the  proper 
tribunal. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
transmit  to  the  aforesaid  collector  the  seven  de- 
clarations forwarded  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  tbe  escape  of  these  two  armed  vessels, 
as  they  have  already  endeavored  to  do ;  it  being 


confidently  relied  on  that.  If  the  suit  be  once  in* 
stitotedi  nothing  can  save  them  from  the  impar- 
tial jostice  of  the  court. 

I  beg  yoa  to  pardoa  this  trespass  oo  your  time 
to  which  circumstances  have  compelled  me,  and 
tbat  yoa  will  accept  the  fresh  assurances  of  my 
constant  respect.    Gk>d  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

State  op  New  Tore,  CUyifNew  York,  9$: 

James  Younff,  by  profession  a  mariner, at  present 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 
That  about  three  weeks  ajjo  the  deponent  was 
requested  by  a  former  shipmate  of  deponent's, 
named  David  Rees,  to  enlist  on  board  the  ship 
Curiazo.  Deponent  went  on  board  that  vessel 
and  there  saw  Mr.  Qrinnelow,  who  was  tbe 
second  lieutenant  thereof.  This  gentleman  gave 
deponent  a  note  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  tbe  ship* 
ping  officer  of  the  vessels,  recommending  him  to 
take  the  deponent  as  boatswain's  mate  for  the  said 
vessel.  Deponent  saw  Mr.  Brown,  who  told  him 
there  was  no  vacancy  for  boatswain'^  mate,  be- 
cause be  had  already  shipped  two,  but  that  he 
might  have  the  birth  of  qnarter-gunner ;  this 
birth  deponent  accepted,  and  afterwards  went  to 
the  office  of  the  notary  in  Pine  street,  whose  name 
deponent  believes  is  Falmer.  At  this  time  depo- 
nent was  told  by  Mr.  Brown  that  the  vessel  was 
foing  to  Buenos  Ayres  or  to  the  Ca|>e  of  Qood 
lope.  Deponent  did  not  read  the  articles  when 
he  signed  them,  which  was  about  the  same  time 
before  mentioned.  Deponent  went  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  the  Curiazo,  which  is  eomnunded  by 
Captain  Paul  Delano.  This  vessel  is  pierced  for 
thirty-two  guns,  although  there  may  be  more,  aa 
deponent  has  never  counted  the  number  of  ports. 
Since  deponent  has  been  on  board,  they  have  ta- 
ken in  a  great  quantity  of  extra  spars  andriggioj;^ 
and  a  qnantity  of  cordage,  more  than  is  used  in 
the  merchant  service.  She  has  a  long-boat,  yawl, 
and  sundry  other  boats,  six  or  seven  in  number 
altogether.  Deponent  continued  on  board  until 
last  Friday,  the  17tb  instant.  There  are  on  board, 
and  in  tbe  service  of  the  vessels,  a  captain,  three 
persons  whom  deponent  knows  to  be  lieutenants, 
asailiogmaster,  master's  mate, and  more  than  ball 
a  dozen  midshipmen,  but  how  many  precisely  de- 
ponent does  not  know.  When  he  left  the  vessel 
there  were  about  seventy  hands  or  sailors  on 
board ;  and  deponent  was  informed  on  board,  by 
the  people  generally,  that  the  nnmber  was  to  be  in* 
creased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  more.  The  third 
lieutenant  said,  in  deponent's  presence,  tbat  whea 
they  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  they  would 
look  quite  smart.  There  are  a  boatswain  and 
two  boatswain's  mates,  four  quartermasters,  two 
captains  of  tbe  fore-top,  two  of  the  main-top^  and 
two  of  the  mizen-top,  two  captains  of  tbe  after- 
guard, two  quarter-gunners,  of  which  the  depo- 
nent was  one,  a  captain  of  the  hold,  and  boat- 
swain's yeoman.  The  crew  are  mustered,  every 
Sunday ;  the  hands  are  piped  to  breakfast,  dinner, 
and  supper ;  and  when  an  officer  comes  on  board, 
the  boatswain  attends  the  side,  and  the  whole 
service  and  duty  is  performed  in  every  respect 
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the  same  as  is  done  on  board  a  man-of-war. 
which  deponent  is  conversant  with,  haying  servea 
in  the  English  navy  nearly  five  years.  A  quar- 
termaster 18  kept  constantly  on  the  look  out,  to 
J  prevent  any  persons  coming  on  board  without 
ea?e,  and  at  night  some  watch  forward,  and 
some  aft.  It  is  the  understanding  of  all  hands  on 
board,  that  when  they  arrive  at  Buenos  Ay  res  they 
will  be  employed  in  the  service  there ;  and  the 
-officers  have  said  they  will  make  their  fortunes 
4>y  it.  The  boatswain.  Mr.  Crisp,  told  deponent 
yesterday  that,  the  night  before,  tne  cannon  were 
^ken  on  board.  James  Johnson,  the  quarter- 
voaster,  told  deponent  the  rame  thing,  and  that 
tbirty-t wo  eighteen  pounders  had  been  taken  on 
board,  besides  the  quantity  of  shot.  The  same 
was  mentioned  by  the  boatswain's  mate.  He 
farther  says  that  the  above  deposition  has  been 
this  day  read  to  him,  and  that  he  declares  the 
same  to  be  in  every  respect  correct.  The  Curiazo 
is  a  new  vessel,  just  built  in  the  port  of  N6w 
York,  and  has  never  been  to  sea.  Captain  Jo- 
seph Skinner,  deponent  has  heard  and  believes,  is 
captain  of  another  ship,  also  lately  built  in  the 
port  of  New  York,  and  which  has  not  yet  sailed, 
but  which  is  intended  to  go  on  the  same  service 
with  the  Curiazo.  The  name  of  the  first  lieu- 
tenant is  Mr.  Van  Beuren. 

JAMES  YOUNG. 

Sworn  this  25th  day  of  July,  before  me, 
QEa  W.  MORTON, 

U.  S.  Commiuumtr^  S.  D.  N,  Y. 

Stats  op  Nbw  York,  City  of  New  York^  $$.* 

David  Rees  being  duly  sworn,  says :  That  he 
had  heard,  read,  and  examined  the  preceding 
deposition  of  James  Young;  that  all  the  facts 
therein  stated,  relating  to  the  condition  and  arma- 
ment of  the  said  ship  Curiazo,  are  correct  and 
true  in  every  respect ;  that  deponent  is  employed 
at  present  on  board  the  said  snip  Curiazo  in  the 
capacity  of  boauwain's  yeoman ;  he  was  shipped 
by  Mr.  Brown^  the  shipping  officer  of  the  vessel ; 
be  siffned  articles  at  Mr.  Palmer's ;  has  been  on 
board  the  Curiazo  since  the  llih  of  July  instant. 
On  the  22d  and  23d  of  July,  the  great  guns  were 
taken  on  board ;  last  evening, and  until  a  late  hour 
of  night,  these  cannon  were  taken  from  on  board 
again,  as  also  the  shot,  and  were  put  on  board  of 
a  sloop  which,  it  was  mentioned,  and  generally 
understood  on  board,  was  going  down  towards 
Sandy  Hook,  to  be  put  on  board  again  there. 
Captain  Paul  Delano  commands  the  Curiazo; 
that  a  few  days  ago  deponent  told  said  captain 
that  he  could  wait  no  longer,  and  would  not  go 
with  the  vessel;  Delano  urged  him  to  remain, 
aaid  he  was  only  waiting  for  his  sweetmeats, 
(meaning  his  cannon,)  and  that,  as  soon  as  they 
were  got  on  board,  they  would  show  the  Span- 
iards play;  that  at  present  they  cleared  out  for 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  all  hands  shipped  as  seamen, 
because  they  did  not  dare  to  do  otherwise  ;  but 
that  as  soon  as  the  vessels  got  out  to  sea,  then  the 
several  stations  would  be  assigned  to  the  men,  l 
respectively.    This  vessel  is  completely  a  frigate,  I 


dutir  is  done  on  board  the  aame  as  in  the  Sute 
service,  and  she  has  forty-two  diffietent  signals, 
many  of  which  deponent  has  seen.  Captain  Jo* 
seph  Skinner  comnaands  the  other  ship,  called 
the  Horatio,  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  same  ser- 
vice;  he  is  the  commodore  of  both  vessels.  De- 
ponent was  going  to  hoist  a  pennant  one  morn- 
ing on  board  the  Curiazo,  when  the  lieutenant 
ordered  him  to  stop  and  see  whether  the  commo- 
dore (meaning  the  other  ship,  the  Horatio)  woold 
hoist,  and,  finding  that  he  did  not,  deponent  stop- 
ped, and  the  pennant  was  not  hoisted. 

Both  these  vessels  were  lately  built  in  New 
York ;  they  have  not  yet  been  to  sea. 

DAVID  REES. 

Sworn  this  25th  day  of  July,  1818. 

QEORQE  W.  MORTON, 
Commiuicner  in  the  circuit  court  S.  D.  Ni  Y. 

CiTT  OP  Nbw  Yorc,m.' 

James  Stoughton,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  That 
the  precedin|[  are  correct  copies  of  original  depo- 
sitions now  in  the  possession  of  deponent,  and 
which  he  retains  for  greater  safety  in  the  matters 
therein  mentioned. 

JAMES  STOUGHTON. 
Sworn  this  26th  day  of  July,  1818,  before  me, 
GEO.  WILSON,  N.  P.  New  For*. 

Stati  of  Niw  York,  City  of  York^  at  .* 

Thomas  Stoughton,  Consul  of  Spain,  being 
duly  sworn,  says:  On  the  Ist  day  of  September 
last,  (1817,)  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Noah 
Brown,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  told  him 
that  Don  Manuel  Hermenegildo  de  Agairie, 
the  agent  or  representative  from  the  Buenos 
Ayres  Government,  had  contracted  with  him 
(Brown)  and  with  Mr.  Cheeseman,  of  this  city,  to 
build  two  Teasels,  of  twenty-^ight  guns  each,  for 
the  use  of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres ; 
that  their  tonnage  w6uld  be  seven  hundred  tons 
each,  for  which  ne  would  pay  forty  dollars  a  ton 
for  the  hulls ;  that  they  would  be  launched  about 
the  30th  December,  1817;  that  they  would  cost, 
when  armed,  about  eighty  thousand  dollars  each. 

THOMAS  STOUGHTON. 
Sworn  this  26th  July,  1818,  before  me, 

GEO.  WILSON,  N.  P.,  New  York. 


DonLuiideOnUtotkeSeereiaryofSiaie* 

Bristol^  Auguet  5, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  dated  the  23d 
July,  by  which  you  are  pleased  to  reply  to  mine 
of  the  24th  of  June  and  the  8th  of  July  last,  on 
the  subject  of  the  invasion  of  West  Florida  by 
the  American  forces  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  and  the  most 
solemn  assurances  of  amity  and  good  understand- 
ing repeatedly  given  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  by 
this  Republic. 

It  is  very  painful  to  me  to  observe,  by  your 
answer,  that  the  President  does  not  view  in  the 
same  light  I  do  the  enormous  outrages  committed 
by  that  officer ;  and  that,  in  citing  the  specious 
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inotiFes  of  which  he  has  availed  himself  to  gloss 
them  over,  yoa  present  them  as  fully  justifyinji^ 
the  conduct  of  the  Qetieral,  and  exonerating  the 
United  States  from  all  responsibility  in  the  case. 
I  shall  take  up  these  pretended  motives  in  the 
saoae  order  you  have  arranged  them,  and  demon- 
strate, in  a  simple  manner,  their  total  want  of 
foundation,  and  their  incomj;>etency  to  jmlliate, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  the  invasion  of  a  pro- 
vince of  a  friendly  Power  reposing  in  the  security 
of  peace,  under  the  safeguard  of  the  public  faith. 

You  begin  bv  reproducing  the  old  grievances 
complained  of  ov  the  United  States,  and  which 
have  been  brou{;nt  forward  by  your  Grovernment, 
among  the  subjects  of  dispute  now  pending  be- 
tween the  Governments.  Conceiving  it  super- 
fluous to  resume  the  arguments  which  have  been 
formerly  advanced  to  refute  them,  I  shall  for  the 
present  merely  refer  to  them. 

You  state,  in  the  first  place,  ''that  it  cannot 
be  unknown  to  me  that,  a  considerable  time  be* 
fore  the  Government  of  the  United  States  issued 
the  orders  for  military  operations  in  that  quarter, 
the  inhabitants  of  their  frontier  had  been  exposed 
to  the  depredations  and  massacres  of  a  tribe  of 
savages,  the  greater  number  of  whom  dwelt 
within  the  borders  of  Florida."  It  is  true  that 
in  the  newspapers  I  saw  accounts  of  such  depre- 
dations and  massacres,  but  I  never  knew  the 
certain  motives  which  nad  occasioned  them.  In 
the  correspondence  of  the  Spanish  Governors  of 
the  Floriaas,  I  observe  continual  complaints  of 
the  Indians  to  those  Governors,  stating  the  inces- 
sant injuries  and  rexations  committed  on  them 
by  the  citizens  of  this  Republic  inhabiting  the 
frontiers  of  both  the  Floridas  i  the  proofs  of  which, 
to  a  certain  extent,  have  been  already  laid  before 
you,  in  the  copies  of  the  original  documents  Itc- 
companying  my  former  communications.  The 
Spanish  Governors,  being  near  observers  of  these 
transactions,  were  fully  enabled  to  judffe  of  the 
facts.  It  is  from  their  correspondence  alone  that 
I  can  form  an  opinion  on  these  points,  while  at 
the  same  time  I  feel  every  disposition  to  respect 
the  decisions  of  your  Government. 

I  admit,  with  vou,  sir.  the  imperious  neeetaity 
which  induced  the  two  nigh  contracting  parties, 
in  the  treaty  of  27th  October,  1795,  to  stipulate 
the  agreement  contained  in  t4ie  seventh  article, 
which  imposes  on  them,  reciprocally,  the  obliga- 
tion of  restraining,  by  force  if  necessary,  the  In- 
dians inhabiting  within  the  territories  of  Spain 
and  of  the  United  States  from  committing  hos- 
tilities upon  American  citizens  or  Spanish  sub- 
jects. But  this  stipulation  could  only  be  fulfilled 
upon  the  most  satisfactory  proofs  of  an  existing 
necessity.  It  would  have  been  an  act  of  injustice 
and  cruelty  in  Spain,  had  she  drawn  the  sword 
to  chastise  the  Indians  living  under  her  protec- 
tion, without  knowing  what  offences  they  had 
committed,  and  fully  ascertaining  their  unques- 
tionable certainty. 

In  the  second  place.  "  that,  during  the  confu- 
sion of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  the  Governor  of  Pensacolal 
was  called  upon,  by  letter  from  General  Jackson,  I 


to  interpose  by  force,  and  break  up  a  stronghold 
which  the  savages  and  a  horde  of  fugitive  slaves 
had  possessed  themselves  of  in  the  territory  of 
Florida;  that  the  Governor  acknowledged  the 
obligation,  but  pleaded  an  incompetency  of  force ; 
that  the  orders  and  competent  force  which  he 
had  solicited  from  the  Governor  General  of  Cuba 
were  never  furnished ;  and  that  the  United  States 
were  finally  compelled  to  accomplish  i^ts  destruc- 
tion by  its  own  force.'* 

I  am  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  affair ;  but  what  I  perfectly 
well  know  is,  that  the  application  should  have 
been  ma^e  to  his  superior,  or  to  the  Spanish 
Government  through  my  channel,  or  through 
that  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, if  the  importance  of  the  case  required  it,  or 
if  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  declined  dislodging 
this  assemblage  of  savages  aud  slaves.  This  affair, 
however,  having  then  come  to  an  issue,  cannot 
now  be  considered  as  a  ground  to  justify  the  recent 
outrages  of  General  Jackson  in  Florida,  because 
the  fort  has  long  since  been  destroyed ;  and  what* 
ever  may  have  been  the  individual  omission  or 
failure  of  the  Gk)vernor  of  Florida,  the  proper 
recourse  was  to  his  Government,  to  punish  him 
if  he  deserved  it,  or  to  obtain  a  suitable  repara- 
tion for  the  injury  complained  of. 

T%irdly.  "  That,  at  an  early  period  of  his  oper- 
ations, General  Jackson  had  given  full  notice  of 
their  object  to  the  Gk>vernor  of  Pensacola,  warn* 
ing  him  that  every  attempt  on  his  part  to  succor 
the  Indians,  or  prevent  the  passage  of  provisions 
for  the  American  troops,  would  be  viewed  as 
acts  of  hostility :  and  that,  in  defiance  of  this  ad* 
monition,  the  (Governor  of  Pensacola  did  both 
give  succor  to  the  Indians,  and  delay  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  provisions  to  the  American  army*". 
Strange,  indeed,  must  it  appear  to  the  whole 
world  that  General  Jackson  should  arrogitte  to 
himself  the  authority  of  issuing  orders  and  im- 
posing restrictions  on  the  Governor  of  Pensacola, 
when  he  should  have  confined  himself  to  the 
communication  of  positive  facts  and  unquestion- 
able proofs  of  the  offences  committed  by  the 
Indians,  and  to  a  request  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Governor  for  the  punishment  and  repara* 
tion  of  the  injury.  The  Spanish  Governor,  un* 
influenced,  however,  by  this  dictatorial  summons, 
proceeded,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  demands  of  the  General.  But  the 
assertion  of  his  having  given  succor  to  the  Indi- 
ans, and  delayed  the  passage  of  provisions  for 
the  American  troops  in  the  flscamhia,  is  wholly 
without  foundation;  the  very  reverse  is  proved 
by  the  official  correspondence  transmitted  to  me; 
and,  in  fact,  such  an  assertion,  lightly  made, 
and  .unsupported  by  proof,  is  an  additional  insult 
to  the  person  and  public  character  of  the  Gov* 
ernor  of  West  Florida,  and  a  striking  evidence  of 
the  animosity  of  the  American  commander.  The 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  of  the  enclosed  correspondenccu 
evince  extraordinary  deference  for  the  United 
States,  and  condescension  for  the  General. 

Fourthly.  "  That  the  Governor  of  Pensaoola 
has  caused  it  to  be  directly  reported  to  the  Ameci* 
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0tB  Qttieml  thftt  Fort  8c.  Mark  had  been  threat- 
ened  bf  the  Indians  and  negroes,  and  expressed 
sertoos  apprehensioosi,  from  the  weakness  of  the 
garrison  and  defenceless  state  of  the  work,  for  its 
safety  *,  and  that  this  information  was  confirmed 
to  the  American  general  from  other  sources  upon 
which  he  could  jfeljr."  The  Ooyernor  of  Pensa- 
cola  is  wholly  silent  in  his  correspondence  on  the 
state  of  the  fort;  and,  besides,  it  is  a  well-known 
fact,  that  neither  that  Spanish  fort,  nor  any  other 
in  Florida,  was  ever  attacked  by  the  Indians  and 
negrbes  alraded  to. 

Fifthly.  *<That,  upon  his  entering  the  fort, 
QneqaiTocal  evidence  was  evinced  of  theicloplicity 
and  unfriendly  feeling  of  the  commandant— -evi- 
dence demonstrating,  beyond  the  power  of  denial, 
that  he  had  made  himself,  by  everjact  in  his 
power,  a  partner  and  accomplice  of  the  hostile 
Indians,  and  of  their  foreign  instigators."  It  is 
important  that  a  charge  of  such  a  nature  should 
be  fully  substantiated ;  and  I,  therefore,  must  re- 
quest of  you,  sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  transmit 
to  me  the  documents  in  support  of  it.  I  repeat 
that,  in  such  a  case,  the  proper  course  was  an 
application  to  the  superior  of  that  commandant 
that  he  might  be  tried  according  to  law,  and  on 
the  exhibition  of  the  testimony  and  documents 
produced  against  him. 

aixihly,  ^'That  the  same  spirit  of  hostility  to 
the  United  States  was  discovered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola  himself,  by  his  refosal  to  per- 
mit, unless  by  the  payment  of  exorbitant  duties, 
the  passage  of  provisions  to  the  American  army; 
by  the  reception  and  succors  given  to  the  Indians 
atrarious  times;  and,  floally,  by  a  letter  which 
he  sent  to  the  American  General,  denouncing  his 
entry  into  Florida  as  an  aggression  against  Spain, 
and  threatening,  unless  he  should  immediately 
withdraw  from  it,  and  should  he  continue  what 
he  thus  styled  aggressions,  that  he  would  repel 
force  by  force."  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend how  these  expressions  of  the  Governor 
of  Fiensacola  can  be  deemed  censurable.  The 
passage  of  provisions  or  foreign  troops  through 
the  territory  and  waters  of  the  Fioridas  was 
strictly  forbidden  by  the  Spanish  Government. 
The  Governor  of  Pensacola  had  no  autboritv  to 
dispense  with  this  regulation  in  any  case  what- 
ever; and  he,  therefore,  gave  a  proof  of  extreme 
condescension  in  faror  of  the  American  army,  in 
permitting,  on  his  own  responsibility,  the  passage 
of  the  provisions,  as  appears  by  the  documents 
above  referred  to,  Nos.  1,  2,  3.  The  demand  of 
payment  of  the  duties  fixed  by  the  regulations 
and  tariffs  of  the  Spanish  Government  was  an 
obligation  impossible  for  him  to  evade  without  a 
criminal  breach  of  duty.  It  is  the  first  instance 
I  have  seen  of  a  charse  brought  against  an  officer 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duly.  In  all 
events,  the  moment  that  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
cola signified  to  General  Jackson  his  want  of 
authority  to  grant  his  request,  that  General,  or  his 
€h>yernment,  should  have  asked  It  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

Such  are  the  grounds  upon  which  General 
Jackson  rests  his  justification,  and  which  your 


Government  appears  to  consider  sufficient  to  et- 
onerate  him  from  any  charge,  and  all  responsibil*. 
itv  to  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  the  invasion 
of  West  Florida ;  and  these  grounds,  you  add,  are 
still  further  strengthened  in  favor  of  the  General 
bv  the  following  facts:  1st.  That  "the  charges 
alleged  .by  General  Jackson  against  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's  are  not  known  even  to 
have  been  denied."    It  would,^  indeed,  have  been 
difficult  for  him  to  have  contradicted  them  with- 
out having  first  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge 
of,  and  then  minutely  investigated,  all  the  details 
connected  with  them.    Nothing  like  this  was 
allowed  by  the  operations  of  General  Jackson, 
who,  in  a  moment,  fell,  like  an  impetuous  con- 
queror, upon  the  chief  place  and  military  posts  o^ 
Florida  with  his  whole  force,  supported  by  a  train 
of  field  and  battering  artillery-^a  train  which  can 
hardly  have  been  thought  necessary  for  battering 
the  cabins  of  miserable  Indians.    2d.  That  "  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  assured  General  Jackson 
that  the  information  received  by  him  of  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  who  had  been  received  and  har- 
bored at  Pensacola  was  erroneous;  and,  notwith- 
standing this  assertion,  a  large  body  of  them 
were  overtaken,  surprised,  and  defeated  hj  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  within  one  mile  of 
Pensacola,  within  ten  days  after  the  time  stated, 
in  his  letter  to  the  Governor,  of  this  assemblage 
of  Indians  at  that  place;  nor  was  it  until  after 
that  event  that  the  Governor  issued  his  proclama- 
tion for  refusing  them  supplies,  and  gave  them 
the  advice  under  which  eighty-seven  of  them 
surrendered  themselves  to  the  American  officer ; 
and  that  since  their  surrender  there  had  been  only 
two  Indians  in  Pensacola,  and  those  in  jail,  wbica 
waa  incorrect,  as,  besides  the  Alabama  chief  in- 
cluded in  the  capitulation,  one  wounded  Indian 
was  found  in  the  fort  of  Barancas;  and,  further, 
that  Holmes,  a  noted  Red  Stick  chief,  left  Pensa- 
cola but  the  day  before  the  American  troops  took 
possession,  and  a  number  of  other  Indians  were 
seen,  about  the  same  time,  within  a  few  miles  of 
Pensacola,  and  succeeded,  with  the  aid  of  Spanish 
officers,  in  eluding  the  pursuit  of  the  American 
troops."    It  seems  to  me  that  the  bare  recital  of 
these  trifling  circumstances  is  sufficient  to  enable 
any  one  to  judge  of  their  otter  insignificancy. 
Let  us  suppose  there  were  two  or  three,  four  or 
five,  or  several  more  Indians  in  Pensacola,  or  in 
any  other  Spanish  post;  and  what  is  there  re- 
markable or  improper  in  that?    What  law  or 
principle  is  there  prohibiting  the  Governor  of 
rensacola  from  communicating  with  the  Indians, 
and  allowing  them  to  bring  in  the  usual  supplies  i 
The  duty  ot  the  Spanish  Governor  was  confined 
solelv  to  withholding  aid  and  assistance  to  the 
hostile  Indians,  and  exhorting  them  all  to  pre- 
serve peace  and  abstain  from  any  acts  of  injury 
or  violence  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
This  duty  he  has  religiously  discharged;  and 
nothing  has  yet  been  advanced  that  proves  the 
contrary.    Is  it  a  crime  to  permit  a  wounded  In- 
dian, a  wretched  fugitive,  disarmed  and  defence- 
less, to  take  refuge  under  the  protection  of  Spain, 
and  avoid  the  Ikte  impending  over  his  whole 
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nation  f  U\tk  cHtt4K  to  show  bvinMBity  u>  noeb 
«iifortaimt«&  tad  not  deliver  tbem  up  to  |Miii.iBh- 
ment?  A  oiffeient  conduct  ought  »urely  lo  be 
coDsidered  a  crime  and  an  eteroai  disgrace. 

And  here  I  woald  not  be  understood  as  deny- 
ing the  cruellies  eiercised  by  the  safa^es,  or  the 
horrors  coin  mit ted  by  them  on  the  ettizens  of 
this  Republic.  I  Tiew  with  horror  erery  act  of 
barbarity  and  blind  fury.  Be  pleased,  however, 
air,  to  compare  the  evils  complained  of  with  those 
wbich  haw«  and  do  daily  now  from  those  euc- 
ocasire  shoals  of  despente  adventureni,  freeboot- 
era,  asBaseins,  and  banditti,  #hich  hate  eo  ionff 
throtwed  from  the  American  territory  towards 
iim  aojoioing  provinees  of  the  SfiaBish  monarchy. 
and  with  the  frightful  swurms  of  corsatra^  and 
pirates,  who^  after  arAiing  and  equipping  in  the 
ports  of  this  Republic,  daily  sally  forth  to  infest 
tbe  seas,  destroy.the  Spanish  commerce,  aiid  rifle 
every  defenoelesta  vessel  Hiey  meet*  To  yourself 
and  to  the  whole  world  it  is  notorious  what  de* 

e>rable  atrocities  have  been  committed  by  these 
rbarons  and  bloody  wretches.  I  leave  it  to  you 
to  decide  whether  there  can  be  any  comparison 
between  these  excesses  and  those  alluded  to  by 
Gkneral  Jackson  in  his  proclamation. 

In  fine,  the  very  reasoni  assigned  by  Qeneral 
Jackson  in  justification  of  his  conduct  serve  only 
to  enhance  its  enormity.  How  can  personal 
piques  or  disputes  between  subordinate  officers 
poeeibly  justify  the  invasion  of  a  province,  with 
all  the^  apparatus  and  the  fury  of  war,  ia  the 
midst  of  peace?  How  can  they  justify  the  effu- 
sion of  blood,  the  bombardment  and  capture  of 
its  fortresses  and  strongholds  1  How !  is  Qeneral 
Jackson  an  independent  sovereign,  or  is  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's,  or  the  GK)vernor  of  Pensa« 
cola?  Should  not erery  altercation,  disagreement, 
or  complaint  between  these  officers  have  been 
submitted  to  their  respective  GoTemments,  by 
them  to  be  decided  1  Most  assuredly  they  should ; 
and  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  that  outrages 
of  such  a  nature  admit  neither  excuse  or  palfla- 
tion.  lam  folly  persuaded  that  the  President, 
as  you  assure  me,  gave  Qeneral  Jackson  no  orders 
or  instructions  to  commit  such  acts  of  violence 
and  iajbstice,  nor  to  depart  from  the  course  which 
the  President,  in  his  Message  to  Coa^ ress  of  2ith 
March  last,  announced  it  was  his  intention  to 
pursue.  It  therefore  follows,  by  a  necessary  in- 
ference, that  General  Jackson  acted  upon  the  im- 
pulse of  his  own  mind,  and  took  upon  himself,  as 
yott  say,  the  whole  responsibility. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  inforined  by 
you  that  the  President  agrees  to  restore  Pensacola 
to  the  possession  of  any  person  duly  authorized 
on  the  nart  of  Spain  to  receive  it ;  also,  the  fort 
of  St.  Mark,  as  soon  as  a  Spanish  force  sufficiently 
strong  to  hold  it  against  the  attack  of  the  hostile 
Indians  shall  make  its  appearance  for  the  same 
purpose.  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  the 
answer  of  the  President  to  my  Gk>vernmeat,  in 
order  that,  on  taking  it  into  consideration  in  re- 
lation to  that  point,  it  may  give  such  orders  as 
may  be  required  by  the  case.  Bat  with  a  view 
to  pKieveot  any  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  this 


just  measure  adopted  by  yool'  QovarnaMnt,  I  faavd 
to  request  you,  and,  through  your  ministry,  the 
President,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
American  commandant  and  officers  now  holding 
that  province  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernor, officers,  and  troops,  who  may  be  duly  au- 
thorized to  receive  possession  of  it.  At  the  saWie 
time,  I  persuade  myself  that  the  President,  being 
disposed  to  take  this  first  step  to  making  satisfac* 
tion  to  Spain,  will  not  refuse  such  others  as  will 
make  that  satisfaction  complete  and  effective.  I 
therefore  renew,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  my 
master,  my  instant  requests  and  reclamations  of 
due  reparation  for  all  th«  losses  and  injuries  sus- 
taioed  by  the  Crown  and  subjects  of  His  Majesty 
in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
Gkderal  and  the  troops  under  his  command  in 
Florida;  and.  moreover,  of  his  lawful  punish* 
ment,  with  tnat  of  any  6ther  officer  who  may 
appear  to  be  responsible  by  his  participation  in 
the  acts  complained  of. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  assure  yoq,  sir,  that  wha^ 
ever  complaint  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  may  have  against  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
cola, the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  or  against 
any  other  Spanish  military  or  civil  officer,  it  will 
be  promptly  attended  to  by  His  Catholic  Ma* 
jesty's  Government,  and  orders  issued  for  any 
inquiry  into  their  conduct ;  and  should  it  satis- 
factorily appear  to  be  reprehensible,  they  shall 
be  punished  with  all  the  severity  of  the  law. 

In  concluding  this  note,  I  forbear  to  repeat  to 
you  assurances  of  the  sincere  and  strong  desire 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  see  all  pending  differ* 
^ences  speedily  brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion. 
Your  are  aware  that,  in  April  last,  I  despatched 
a  courier  to  my  Government,  with  full  informa- 
tion on  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  submitting, 
agreeably  to  what  you  stated  to  me,  and  with  a 
view  of  expediting  the  proceeding,  its  final  ar- 
rangement by  the  Ministry  of  the  King,  my  ous- 
ter, and  the  Minister  of  the  Unjted  Sutes  at 
MadHd.  On  the  first  official  notice  of  the  result 
of  that  propodition,  although  it  has  not  yet  had 
the  desired  effect,  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  come  to  an  understanding  by  means  of 
my  new  instructions,  and  agree  on  the  basis  of  a 
treaty  mutually  satisfactonr. 

In  the  mean  timej  I  confine  myself  to  offering 
you  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  constant  respect, 
and  I  pray  Gk>d  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DR  ONIS. 

No.  1. 

Ccpy  of  a  writ  of  the  Qontmarof  Wert  Fkirida  to  hU 
JBxeeUeney  Jndrtw  Jaekion, 

PbnsAcgul,  April  15, 1818. 

Most  Exobllbnt  Sir:  Your  excellency's  let* 
ter  of  the  25th  of  last  month*  has  been  delivered 
to  me,  also  that  of  the  16th,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  16th  of  February  preceding.  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  aekoowledge  the  receipt  of  both,  and 
to  reply  to  the  former. 

In  the  month  of  May  last,  yielding  to  a  spirit 
of  conciliation,  I  gave  permisaion  to  the  schooner 
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Victoiy,  from  New  Orleans,  to  pats  op  ihe  Bi« 
oambia  to  the  Americaii  fore  with  a  cargo  of  pro- 
TisioDs ;  prompied  by  the  same  sentiment,  I  gave 
a  similar  permission  in  January  last  to  Captain 
Call,  of  the  sehooner  Italiana,  to  proceed  to  the 
tame  place ;  and  subsequently,  pursuing  the  same 
friendly  and  conciliatory  feeling,  I  allowed  Lieu- 
tenant Eddy,  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  the  fort 
above  alluded  to,  who  had  been  commissioned 
for  that  purpose  by  Major  Youngs,  the  command- 
ant, to  supply  himself  here  with  siity  barrels  of 
Crovisions.  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Italiana 
eing  still  deposited  here,  I  conceive  that  the  in* 
troduction  or  the  Airther  supply  requested  by 
your  excellency  is  not  necessary  at  present*  Not- 
withstanding this,  as  I  infer  from  your  excel- 
lency's letter  that  the  said  provisions  are  now  on 
the  way,  and  am  disposed  to  grant  the  same  in- 
dulgence as  heretofore,  while  it  is  not  less  my 
duty  to  enforce  the  established  regulations  and 
restrictions,  which  require  that  the  supplies  should 
be  consigned  to  a  Spanish  trading-house,  which 
will  undertake  to  forward  them  and  secure  the 
payment  of  the  royal  import  and  export  duties,  I 
will  give  permission  for  tnem  to  pass  in  like  man- 
ner as  the  first ;  it  being,  however  well  understood 
that,  neither  now  nor  hereafter,  the  United  States 
can  pretend  to  or  acquire  any  right  in  consequence 
of  these  indulgences,  which  are  perfectly  gratuit- 
ous, and  granted  solely  in  consequence  pf  existing 
circumstances,  which,  as  your  excellency  states 
to  me,  prevent  the  arrival  of  supplies  to  the  said 
Fort  Crawford,  through  any  other  channel.  In 
addition,  you  are  pleased  to  remark  that  you  are 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  discussion  with 
me  on  the  subject  of  the  right  which  may  be 
elajmed  by  the  United  States  to  ihe  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Escambia. 

To  a  discussion  of  this  nature  I  am  no  less 
averse  than  your  excellence ;  because  it  is  one  not 
within  my  province,  and  because  it  is  my  duty, 
as  a  subordinate  officer,  to  conform  to  the  orders 
of  my  superior ;  therefore,  until  I  receive  orders 
to  the  contrary,  I  am  bound,  in  reference  to  this 
point,  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  existing  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  On  refer- 
ring to  the  last  treaty  of  amity,  limits,  and  navi- 
gation, I  perceive  nothing  that  stipulates  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  alluded  to;  hut.  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  iny 
master,  in  and  over  all  the  territories,  coasts,  riv- 
ers, ports,  and  beys,  situate  to  the  south  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  is  solemnly 
and  explicitly  acknowledged  by  the  United  States; 
and  if,  in  consideration  of  the  present  extraordi- 
nary circumstances,  further  momentary  conces- 
sions are  required,  I  request  your  excellency  to 
have  the  goodness  to  apply  for  that  purpose,  in 
future,  to  the  authoritv  on  whom  the]r  maj 
depend,  as  I  am  wholly  unauthorized  in  this 
matter. 

God  preserire  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

His  Exc'y  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson. 

True  copies  of  the  documents  deposited  in  this 


command,  at  Penaacola,  May  3, 1818,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  secretary,  (by  indisposition.) 

B.  DUBREUIL. 

No.  2. 

The  Commanddni  of  West  Florida  to  Major  Youngi, 
meamped  on  the  banki  of  ihe  Eieamhia. 

PfiNSAOOLA,  AprU  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  27th  instant,  dated 
Camp  on  the  Escambia  and  Fort  Crawford,  en- 
closing a  proclamation,  were  this  day  delivered 
to  me  at  8  o'clock  P.  M.  by  an  artificer,  (a  maa 
of  color,)  whose  immediate  return  does  not  allow 
me  at  present  to  reply  particularly  to  them;  aad 
I  shall  only  state  that  the  few  peaceful  Indiana 
who  were  at  this  place  and  in  its  neighborhiM)d 
left  it  on  the  26th,  and  at  daybreak  several  of 
them  were  murdered  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  among  them  some  women  and  chil- 
dren. As  I  am  unable  to  account  for  this  act, 
and  the  violation*  resulting  from  it,  I  have  co 
inform  vou  that  I  shall  transmit  an  account  of 
the  whole  transaction  to  my  superior ;  and  I  hope 
that  in  the  meantime  you  wui  not  permit  any 
further  hostilities  to  be  committed  on  any  pre- 
tence in  this  territory ;  and,  in  case  the  Indians 
give  any  reason  for  complaint,  that  you  will 
inform  me  of  it,  that  I  may  chastise  them  for  it, 
as  far  as  it  depends  on  my  authority. 

If  there  be  Indians  still  remaining  in  this  terri- 
tory, I  will  have  them  sought  for^  and  communi- 
cate your  letter  to  them,  and  advise  you  of  the 
result.  I  do  assure  you  on  my  word  that  your 
statement  of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the 
Indians  is  the  first  intelligence  I  have  had  of  it, 
and  that  when  I  agreed  to  the  passage  of  the 
escort  of  which  you  speak,  those  lodtans  of  whoia 
Lieutenant  Eddy  was  apprehensive  were  the  only 
ones  pointed  out  to  me. 

I  must  repeat  to  you  that  all  my  wishes  and 
efforts  are  directed  to  preserving  the  peace  hap- 
pily subsisting  between  our  Governments,  and 
relying  on  your  friendly  sentiments  towards  mo, 
I  offer  you  in  return  the  assurances  of  mine. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

To  Major  Whiti  Yoonos. 


The  same  to  ihe  same. 

Pbnsacola,  April  30, 1818. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  request  contained 
in  yout  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I  assembled 
the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creek  towns  of 
Colome,  Canaan,  Corvalle,  and  Forsytche,  and 
communicated  its  contents  to  them;  they  all  re- 
plied that  they  had  long  been  very  unhappy  and 
miserable,  without  shelter  or  country ;  but  that, 
at  last,  by  the  advice  of  a  good  friend,  they  had 
found  one  i  that  they  ail  ebeerfuUy  adopted  i^ 
and  were  very  grateful  for  the  offers  you  had 
made  them.  These  Indians  amount  to  about 
eighty-seven,  including  women  and  children.  I 
have  settled  that  they  should  divide  into  two 
companies,  and  they  will  set  out  as  soon  as  your 
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aisver  it  reemred,  which  they  think  it  prudeBi 
to  keep,  as  you  wilL  when  informed  of  their  ae- 
C€ptance  of^yonr  offer,  be  enabled  to  give  proper 
oraen  for  their  safety  on  their  joamey,  apd  their 
mTOidinff  aoyunpleasaDt  rencontre  with  the  Choc- 
taw*, who,  if  not  dniy  informed  of  it,  might  at- 
tack them ;  in  which  case,  the  measures  taken 
for  the  peacefnl  arrangements  that  we  both  have 
so  mueh  at  heart  womd  be  defeated. 

Opahi-hola,  an  Alabamian  chief,  on  acconnt  of 
bin  age  and  infirmities^  will  remain  here  for  the 
vresent  with  his  family.  I  have  given  orders  for 
hie  relief,  and  pledge  myself  for  his  good  be- 
havior. 

You  will  always  find  me  ready  to  unite  with 
yoa  in  such  measures  as  may  be  beneficial  to  our 
reapeetire  countries,  and  are  conformable  to  ez- 
kting  treaties.  I  renew  the  assurances  of  my 
resjiMet,  and  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you  many 
years. 

JOSB  MAZOT. 
To  Major  Wbitb  Younqb. 

No.  3. 

Cap^  of  a  letter  from  the  Comnumdtmt  of  Wtet 
Florida,  to  hie  ExeeUeney  Andrew  Jaekion. 

.Pbnbacola,  JIfay  18, 18ia 

Most  Excellent  Sib:  On  the  10th  instant 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  last,' 
inforoaing  me  that  on  board  a  small  schooner  de- 
uched  from  this  port  for  Appalacbe  there  were 
found  eeveral  articles  of  clothing,  such  as  are 
used  by  the  United  States  troops,  and  which  you 
suppose  were  taken  in  the  boat  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant  Bddy  wa9  nnfortnnately  cut  off,  together 
with  bis  escort.    You  inquire  of  me  how  \  be- 
came possessed  of  those  articles  of  clothing,  and 
yoa  proceed  to  state  that  vou  regret  the  necessity 
which  compels  you  to  inform  me  that,  from  writ- 
ten BD  d  other  proofs  obtained  at  St.  Johns,  the 
qvantiBy  of  American  cattle  found  at  St.  Marks, 
and  the  active  comofunication^  kept  up  between 
the  lataer  place  and  the  hostile  Indians,  there  ap- 
pears sufficient  ground  to  believe  that  they  were 
encouraged  and  excited  to  this  savage  warfare 
against  the  United  States  by  the  Spanish  officers, 
xou  add  that  there  exist  positive  proofs  that  the 
Indians  were  supplied  with  ammunition  by  thelate 
commandantor  St.  Marks;  and  you  conclude  by 
deeUfing  that  shelter  and  protection  have  been 
given  at  thia  place  to  the  persons  and  properly  of 
the  Indians  who  are  in  hostility  with  the  United 
States,  and  have  fled  from  the  American  terri- 
tory \  that  these  facts,  and  the  refusal  to  allow 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  the  supply  of  your 
troops,  folly  evince  the  unjust  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  agent  in  the  Florldas. 

To  these  several  charges  I  shall  reply  in  their 
order,  fraokly,  unreservedly,  and  unequivocally. 
The  first  relates  to  the  articles  of  clothing  found 
oo  board' the  schooner  Maria,  and  detained  on 
the  presumption  of  their  being  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  A  part  of  these,  as  is  proved 
by  the.  copy  No.  1,  was  purchased  at  New  Or- 
leans in  May  last ;  a  part  came  from  Havana  and 


a  part  was  bought  here;  all  which  being  fully 
substantiated,  the  char^  is  consequently  disprov* 
ed,  and  your  inquiry  satisfactorily  answered.  The 
second  is  more  serious,  and  refers  to  the  conduct 
of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  at  a  recent 
period.  I  immediately  demanded  of  him  an  ac- 
count of  his  proceedings ;  bis  report  of  which  is 
enclosed  under  the  No.  2.  But  as  I  am  desirous  that 
you  would  bring  forward  unquestionable  proof  ^ 
the  malconduct  of  that  officer,  I  have  to  request 
you  to  furnish  me  with  it,  in  order  that,  if  his  mi^ 
conduct  be  established,  he  may  receive  condign 
punishment;  hereby  assuring  your  excellency, 
with  that  sincerity  that  belongs  to  me,  that  in  such 
an  event  he  has  acted  entirely  contrary  to  his 
instructions ;  and  that  on  receiving  the  evidence 
required  be  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
punished  in  an  exemplary  manner,  according  to 
the  merits  of  the  ease.  Your  sense  of  equity 
will,  however,  satisfy  you  that  the  Spanish  Qov- 
ernment  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  its  agents  while  it  does  not  support 
them  in  it,  nor  tolerate  their  errors  when  proved. 
Your  subsequent  complaints  are  directed  person- 
ally and  pointedly  against  me,  and  relate  to  the 
shelter  and  protection  alleged  to  have  been  afford- 
ed to  the  persons  and  property  of  fugitive  Indi- 
ans, and  to  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the 
Eiscambia.  The  best  mode  ot  giving  a  satisfac- 
tory answer  to  these  charges  wiU  be  to  offer  you 
h  brief  and  faithful  statement  of  facts.  With 
respect  to  the  Indians,  you  have  assuredly  not 
been  correctly  informed  ;  for,  although  some  few 
remained  permanently  here,  chiefly  consisting  of 
women  and  children  employed  in  supplying  the 
inhabitants  with  fish,  fuel,  and  other  trifling  arti- 
cles, and  had  been  living  here  long  before  the 
present  war  with  the  Seminoles,  it  is  a  fact  that, 
when  I  sent  round  to  assemble  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  to  them  the  proposal  of 
Major  Youngs,  their  whole  number  amounted 
but  to  eighty-seven ;  and  surely  the  small  pro- 
portion of  men  among  them  unarmed,  miserable, 
and  defenceless,  could  not  be  considered  as  ob- 
jects of  hostility  to  the  United  States ;  a  proof  of 
which  was  shown  in  the  continual  passage  of 
American  citizens  to  this  place,  travelling  un- 
armed and  alone,  without  a  single  instance  of 
accident  happening  either  to  their  persons  or 
property.  In  regard  to  the  passage  of  provisions 
up  the  Bscambia,  so  far  from  suspending  it,  I  fa- 
cilitated it,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  even  to 
committing  myself;  since,  as  a  subordinate  offi- 
cer, I  could  not  becomingly  allow  a  proceeding 
which  was  not  fully  authorised.  I  therefore,  in 
consideration  of  circumstances,  took  that  respon- 
sibility upon  myself,  as  I  suted  to  your  exceAen- 
cy  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  by  Major 
Peranit,  to  which  I  beg  your  reference.  But, 
with  a  view  to  the  benent  of  this  place,  by  means 
of  a  free  intercourse  with  the  interior,  l  hereby 
declare  that  in  future  the  merchants  and  traders 
belonging  to  it  shall  pass  freely  from  hence  to 
Fort  Urawford,  and  other  places  on  the  frontier, 
and  transport  all  necessary  supplies,  either  by  land 
or  water;  by  which  means  it  Is  to  be  expected 
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fh«v  will  be  abiUKUotly  prorided,  and  your  ex- 
o«Uency  eDlirely  satis&ed* 

Id  onering  ?ou  these  ezplaaations  and  dclaitf, 
I  flatter  myaeu  I  have  given  so  full  aod  satisfac- 
Cory  an  answer  to  your  exceiieocy's  letter  as  to 
leave  do  doubt  of  the  siDoerity  of  my  iDteaiioas, 
aod  at  the  same  time  to  have  presented  a  certaiD 
pledge  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  contribute, 
oy  every  meana  in  my  power,  to  the  maiotenance 
of  the  good  uaderstaDdtng  happily  subsisting  be- 
iw^n  our  two  Qovernmenis.  Qod  preserve  yov 
many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

His  Sxo'oy  Aiiniuw  jAoxaoM. 

PeDsacola,  31st  Mayr,  1818.  A  true  eopy  of 
the  orifflnal  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary or  the  government  of  this  Province,  under 
my  charge. 

CARLOS  RBQOIO. 


Tke  atenlmr^i/StaUioJkmJLoum  d$  test. 
Dbpabtmiht  or  Statb, 

WAaBIVOTON,  AuguBl  2i,  1818. 

Sia:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  S7th 
ultimo  and  of  the  5th  instant,  with  their  respect- 
ive  enclosures,  all  of  which  have  been  laid  before 
the  President.  With  regard  to  the  two  vessels 
alleged  to  have  been  equipped  at  New  York  for 
the  purpose  of  cruising  unaer  the  flag  of  Buenos 
Ayres  against  Spaaish  subjects,  the  result  of  the 
examioation  which  has  taken  place  before  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sutes  has 
doubtless  coDvioced  you  that  do  prosecu^on 
commeoced  by  the  Goverpment  of  the  United 
States  against  the  persons  charged  with  a  viola- 
tion of  their  laws  and  their  neutrality  could  have 
been  necessary  or  useful  to  you,  no  transgression 
of  the  law  having  been  proved  against  them. 

It  would  be  equally  suj>erfluous  and  unreason- 
able to  pursue  the  discussion  with  you  relative  to 
the, proceedings  of  the  American  Comotander- 
in-Chief  in  entering  Florida,  and  his  conduct 
there,  and  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola  and  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks 
in  aidiog  aod  abetting  the  savage  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  whom  Spain  had,  by  solemn  trea- 
ty, bound  herself  to  restrain  by  force  from  com- 
mitting hostilities  against  them.  But  you  will 
permit  me  to  observe  that  the  obligation  of  Spain 
was  positive  and  unqualified,  and  that  an  attempt 
to  evade  its  force  by  the  allegation  that  Spain 
could  not  carry  it  into  effect  until  she  knew  what 
hostilities  they  had  committed,  apd  thej)Ossible 
causes  of  6r  provocations  to  them,  would  be  equal- 
ly unwarranted  by  the  express  terms  of  the  arti- 
cle, and  by  the  intentions  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties to  the  treaty.  The  stipulation  of  Spain  was, 
not  to  puDiHh  her  Indians  lormurders  committed 
upon  the  aged  and  the  iofirm,  the  women  and 
children  of  the  United  States,  but  to  restrain 
them  by  force  from  committing  them ;  and  the 
insinuation  that  the  Indians  themselves  had  been 
provoked  to  such  atrocious  acts  would  be  as  dis- 
ingenupus  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  escape  from 


the  sacred  duties  of  her  compact  aa  tt  would  be 
unfounded  in  poiot  of  fact. 

The  letter  from  General  Jackson  to  the  Qoy- 
einor  of  Pensacola,  a  copy  of  which  was  trana* 
mitted  to  you  in  mine  of  the  S3d  ultimo^  and  its 
answer,  were  written,  not  as  you  allege,  at  the 
torbnlent  period  of  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  aad  Great  Britain,  but,  as  their 
dates  will  show,  more  than  a  year  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace.  The  fort  bad  been  built 
upon  Spanish  territory,  under  the  sufierance  of 
Spanish  authorities,  by  British  officers,  during 
the  war,  for  annoyance  against  the  Uaited  Siatea. 
After  the  peace  it  remained  the  stronghold  of  fu- 
gitive negro  and  Indian  robbers  and  musdeiers, 
which  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  when  sum- 
moned  by  Geoeml  Jackson  to  destroy,  allcfed 
hip  inability  to  do  it  without  neinforcemeni  and 
further  orders,  which,  as  the  event  proved,  wave 
never  receiveo. 

I  ha.Te  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  orders 
have  already  been  forwardird  ti>  the  commanding 
officers  at  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  to  deliver  up 
those  places,  conformably  to  the  notice  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  ultimo,  tot  the  formar 
Governor  of  Pensacola  and  comman^ani  of  St. 
Marks,  respectively,  or  to  any  person  duly  au- 
thorized from  you  or  from  the  Governor  Ganend 
of  tbe  Havana  to  receive  them. 

1  am  further  instructed  by  the  Preaident  to 
assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  has 
seen,  in  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  your 
expectation  of  being  speedily  enabled  to  make 
proposals  containing  the  basis  of  a  treaty  whieh 
may  adjust,  to  mutual  satisfaction,  all  the  exiat- 
ing  differences  between  our  two  nations,  and  ilia 
earnest  hope  that  this  expectation,  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  which  this  Government  have  confided, 
and  adopted  measures  corresponding  with  it^  aMiy 
be  realized  at  an  early  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  high  considera* 
lion,  sir.  your  very  humble  and  obedient  aervaiic, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Dan  Luit  de  Oni$  to  the  Seeretary  of  State. 
Bbistol,  September  II,  1818. 

.SiB :  I  have  received  your  official  note  o(  the 
24th  of  August  last,  in  reply  to  miae  of  the  5th 
of  that  month  and  S7th  of  July  preceding;  and  I 
coincide  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  is  aaperfia- 
ous  to  continue  the  discussion  on  the  conduct  of 
the  American  General  in  the  invasion  of  Flori- 
da, since  the  simple  knowledge  of  acts  of  thb 
description  and  notqriety  sumciently  indiofttea 
that  justice  which  I  am  persuaded  cannot  be  dis- 
sembled in  the  view  of  unprejudiced  reason. 

I  shall,  therefore,  not  dwell  further  on  the 
well-founded  arguments  and  documents  I  have 
produced  in  my  notes  on  this  subject ;  but,  merely 
referring  to  them,  I  have  to  insist  on,  and  de- 
mand of  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
that  most  just  satisfaction  which  I  have  already 
required  of  them,  in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign, 
and  is  imperiously  claimed  by  the  integrity  of 
liis  monarchy  and  the  honor  or  his  Crown. 
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I  inmedittely  eopinMioicaied  to  mir  Go?era- 
meni  the  determinaUoa  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  state  to  me,  that  orders  had  heen  £i?en 
to  the  American  eommandinff  officers  to  deiiver 
ap  the  posts  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  to  sach 
Spanish  aothoritics  as  might  be  duly  appointed 
to  reeeire  them,  that  it  may,  on  a  knowledge  of 
that  lact,  adopt  the  measares  requisite  to  the  case. 

Anxiously  desirous  lo  see  the  basis  of  a  treaty 
esublished  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  GoTem- 
ments,  I  await  the  result  of  the  negotiation  pend- 
ing, as  you  knoW)  at  Madrid,  (information  of 
which  must  soon  be  receired  here,)  that  we  may 
proceed  in  conformity  to  it ;  and,  it  being  fiiliy 
evinced  that  the  King,  my  master,  has  the  most 
earnest  wish  to  do  what  may  be  agreeable  to  this 
Republic,  even  lo  the  diminution  of  his  own  in«- 
terests,  as  fiir  as  is  comvatible  with  his  boaor  and 
4igaity,  I  doubt  not  that,  ia  one  shape  or  ano- 
ther, we  may  attain  the  moot  equitable  mode  of 
afieeting  a  settlement  on  terms  mutually  satis- 
Ikctory. 

I  reiterate  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideeation,  and  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you 
many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Swtroet  qfm  kiUrflvm  Jfr.  Ervingt  Maiiter  Plm- 
ivoUniiary  from  the  United  Saie»  in  S^n,  to 
Ifr.  Adam$$  dated 

Madbid,  February  10, 1818. 

The  King  has  lately  made  large  granu  of  land 
in  East  Florida  to  several  of  his  favorites,  and  i 
am  credibly  informed  that,  within  these  few  days, 
he  has,  by  a  sweeping  grant,  given  alt  the  re- 
mainder to  the  Dulte  of  Alagon,  captain  of  his 
guards,  and  the  Count  of  Punoa  Rostro,  one  of 
bis  chambeilains.  This  is,  perhaps,  his  mode  of 
preparing  for  a  dieap  cession  of  the  territory  to 
the  United  States. 


Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Mr.  Erting  to  Mr,  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State,  daied 

Madbijo,  Fkbruarif  26, 1818. 

The  King  has  lately  made  large  grants  of  land 
in  the  Floridas  to  several  of  his  favorite  servants. 
The  enclosed  papers  (A  and  B)  have  been  fnr- 
nidied  to  me  as  extracts  from  the  deeds  to  the 
principal  grantees-— the  Duke  of  Alagon,  captain 
of  the  bodv  guards,  and  the  Count  of  Fnnon  Ros- 
tro, one  of  the  chamberlains.  Mr.  Vargas,  treas- 
urer of  the  household,  has  another  grant.  In  fine, 
I  am  led  to  believe  that  His  Majesty  has  given 
away  the  whole  of  the  lands  ia  that  quarter 
which  had  not  been  previously  granted. 

A. 

7b  the  Duke  of  Alagon, 

All  the  uncultivated  land  not  ceded  in  Bast 
Florida,  which  lies  between  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.  Louisa  and  that  of  St.  John,  as  far  as 
the  mouths  by  which  they  eroptv  themselves  into 
the  sea,  and  the  coast  of  the  Qulf  of  Florida,  and 
the  adjacent  islands,  with  the  mouth  of  the  river 


Hijuelos,  in  the  twentv-sixth  degree  of  latitude, 
following  the  left  banc  up  to  iu  source,  drawing 
a  line  from  Lake  Macao,  and  then  descending 
along  the  road  from  the  river  St.  John  to  the 
Lake  Valdes,  crossing  another  line  from  the  ex- 
treme north  of  said  luie  to  the  source  of  the  river 
Amurama,  following  its  right  bank  as  (ar  as  its 
mouth,  in  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-fifth 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  running  along  the  sea- 
coast,  with  all  the  adjacent  islands,  up  to  th^ 
mouth  of  the  river  Hijuelos. 

B. 
lb  the  Cotmt  of  Fmon  Roetro. 

All  the  uncultivated  land  not  ceded  in  Florida, 
comprehended  between  the. river  Perdido  to  thjB 
t^estof  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^  and  the  rivers  Ama- 
ruja  and  St.  John,  from  Popa,  until  they  empty 
themaelves  into  the  sea  on  the  eastern  side ;  by 
the  north,  the  line  of  demarcation  with  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  on  the  south  bv  the  tifulf  of 
Mexico,  including  the  desert  islands  on  the  coast. 


Extract  ^  a  tetter  from  JU^.  Enritig  U  Mt.  Adamth 

da^ 

Mamio,  April  6, 1818.  - 

in  my  despatch  No.  60,  [of  February  96,1 1 
mentioned  the  grants  of  land  in  Florida  lateljr 
made  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  several  of  hts 
courtiers,  and  enclosed  extracts  from  thme  in  fa* 
vor  of  the  Duke  of  Alagon  and  the  t/ount  of 
Punon  Rostro.  I  have  just  now  obtained  a  copy 
of  that  in  favor  of  Don  Pedro  de  Vargas,  treasu- 
rer of  the  household,  and  it  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted. I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  obtain  full 
copies  of  the  grants  to  Alagon  and  Punon  Rostro. 

THE  KING: 

My  Qovernor  and  Captain  General  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  its  district,  Don  Pedro  de 
Vargas,  under  date  of  the  25th  of  January  last, 
manifested  to  me  as  follows : 

**Sibb:  Don  Pedro  de  Vargas,  knight  of  the 
royal  military  order  of  Alcantara,  treasurer  gen- 
eral of  the  royal  house  and  patrimony  of  your 
Majesty,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  at  your 
royal  feet  exposes:  That  there  is  a  quantity  of 
vacant  and  unpeopled  land  in  the  Territory  of 
the  Floridas,  and  desiring  that  if  your  Majesty 
shall  deiffn  to  reward  his  passable  services,  and 
the  prools  which  he  has  given  of  his  loyalty,  it 
may  be  without  the  least  burden  on  the  public 
treasury,  or  in  the  prejudice  of  any  third  per- 
son, as  may  be  done  at  present  by  some  lauds  of 
that  country,  he  beseeches  your  Majesty  that,  by 
efiiect  of  your  sovereign  goodness,  you  would 
dei^n  to  grant  to  him  the  property  of  the  land 
which  lies  comprised  within  the  following  lim- 
its: that  is  to  say,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Perdido,  and  its  bay  in  the  Oalf  of  Mexioo,  foU 
lowing  the  seacoast,  and  ascending  by  the  bays 
of  Boen  Socorro  and  of  Mobile,  continuiog  along 
the  Mobile  till  it  touches  the  porihern  lin^  of 
the  United  Sta,te8,  and  descending  by  that  in  a 
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riffbt  line  to  the  sonree  of  tbe  river  Perdfdo,  and 
folio  wing  the  river  Mobile  in  its  lower  part,  and 
the  bav  of  that  name,  retorning  by  tbe  seacoast 
towards  the  west,  eomnrehendin^  all  tjie  creeks, 
entries,  and  islands  adjacent,  which  actually  be- 
long to  Spain,  till  it  reaches  the  west  line  of  the 
United  Slates,  then,  retarning  by  their  northern 
line,  comprehending  all  the  waste  lands  which 
belong,  or  may  belong  to  Spain,  and  which  are 
IB  dispute  or  reclamation  with  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties;  and,  also, 
all  tbe  waste  land  not  ceded  to  any  other  indi- 
yidaal,  which  is  between  the  river  Hijuelos,  in 
Bast  Florida,  and  the.rirer  St.  Lueia,  drawing  a 
line  from  the  source  of  one  river  to  the  soarce 
of  the  other,  and  following,  by  the  coast  of  tbe 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Hijue- 
los to  the  point  of  Tancha,  and,  doubling  this, 
by  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  Lucia,  with  the  islands,  dtc.,  ad- 
jacent." 

Considering  the  contents  of  this  exposition, 
and  attending  to  the  merit  of  the  individual,  and 
his  accredited  zeal  for  my  royal  service,  as  also 
to  the  advantages  to  result  to  the  State  from  peo- 
pling the  said  countries,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  aocede  to  the  favor  which  he  solicits,  in  as 
far  as  it  be  not  opposed  to  the  laws  of  these  my 
dominions,  and  I  communicated  it  to  my  Coun- 
cil of  the  Indiesj  for  its  folfiloient,  in  a  royal 
order  of  the  2d  ot  February  last.  Consequently, 
I  comnJknd  and  charge  you,  by  this  my  royal 
scroll,  {cedvia^)  that,  conforming  to  the  laws 
which  regulate  in  these  afiairs,  and  without  pre- 
judice to  third  persons,  you  efficaciously  aid  the 
execution  of  the  said  grant  or  favor,  taking  all 
tbe  measures  which  may  conduce  to  its  due  ef- 
fect, as  also  to  the  augmentation  of  the  popula- 
tion, agriculture,  and  commerce  of  the  aK>resaid 
possessions,  giving  account,  from  time  to  time, 
of  the  progress  made ;  for  this  is  my  will,  ana 
that  due  notice  shall  be  taken  of  this  cedtUa  in 
the  Accountant  General's  Department  of  the 
Indies. 

Dated  at  the  Palace,  March  10,  1818. 

I,  THE  KING. 

It  is  rubricated  by  order  of  our  Lord  the  King: 

ESTEVAN  VAREA. 

It  is  rubricated— fees  two  hundred  and  forty 
reals  of  plate. 

(Here  follow  four  signatures.] 

To  the  GovBurom  and  Cavtaut  Gbxsxa.l  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  its  distnct»  that  he  may  do  what 
is  suitable,  to  the  end  that  the  &Tor  granted  to 
Don  Pedro  de  Vargas  of  various  lands  sitaated  in 
the  Floridas,  and  other  things  therein  mentioned, 
may  have  effect.  , 

Registered : 

[Here  follows  a  signature.] 

Taken  notice  of  this  in  the  Department  of  the 
Accountant  General  of  the  Indies,  Madrid,  March 
13, 1818. 

JOSEF  DE  TEXADA. 

It  is  rubricated :  fees  gratis. 

[Here  is  another  signature.] 


Extract  of  a  letter  fivm  Mr,  Srving  to  Mr*  Adame, 

dated 

Madrid,  April  26, 1818. 

I  perceire  that  Mr.  Pizarro  would  be  very  glad 
to  terminate  it  [the  negotiation]  here.  In  the 
meantime,  I  shall  continue  to  work  with  him,  to 
the  end  that  his  communications  to  Mr.  Ooia 
may  be  made  as  favorable  as  possible  to  a  prompt 
adiustment  of  it  at  Washington.  In  this  riew,  I 
asked  him  yesterday  what  had  been  said  respect- 
ing Florida.  He  answered  vaguely ;  but  I  per* 
ceived  that  there  was  some  question  of  passing  it 
to  the  United  States  in  compensation  for  tbe 
claims.  I  therefore  b^^ed  him  to  prepare,  in 
his  instruotione  to  Mr.  Onis,  for  a  difficulty  which 
must  certainly  arise  if  any  **  transaetion''  of  that 
kind  should  be  proposed  ;  that  the  claims  in  qoea- 
tion  would  probably  be  liquidated  by  the  United 
States,  in  such  formiby  commisaion  or  otherwise, 
as  might  be  most  conrenient  to  themselves ;  hoc 
that,  finally,  they  must  be  paid  out  of  tbe  sale  of 
the  lands.  Now,  the  King  had  lately  given  all 
those  lands  away,  (as  I  had  dulv  ioforiiMd  mj 
Gbvernmentj)  to  complete  the  ^'transaction,"  it 
would,  thereforei  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
whole  of  those  mnts  should  be  cancelled.  Mr. 
Pizarro  here  held  me  a  long  discourse, about  sov- 
ereignty, territorial  property,  dbc.  I  told  him 
that  we  had  no  difference  of  opinion  about  those 
distinctions,  and  the  other  matter  connejcted  with 
them,  but  that  his  error  was  in  supposing  we 
meant  to  pay  for  the  sovereignty  only.  We  did 
not  estimate  that  so  highly  as  he  imagined.  I 
enlarged  very  much  upon  whatever  relates  to 
these  points,  and  brought  him  to  consent  that 
these  grants  might  be  cancelled,  and  indemnity 

fiven  to  the  grantees  in  New  Spain,  or  elsewhere. 
say  ^  brought  him  to  consent'^-^I  mean  that 
he  said  enough  to  convince  me  that  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  on  this  head.  I  am  not  so  certaiA 
that  I  have  induced  him  to  send,  by  this  courier, 
such  instructions  on  it  to  Mr.  Onis  as  may  render 
another  reference  to  his  Government  unneces- 
sary.; but  I  propose  to  see  him  again  to-morrow, 
ana  to  re* urge  the  matter. 


Extract  of  a  ktier  from  the  $ame  to  the  eame,  daUd 

Madrid,  M<xy  14, 1818. 

In  my  last  private  letter  (which  was  dated 
April  26)  I  related  to  you  what  passed  between  Mr. 
Pizarro  and  myself  upon  tbe  subject  of  the  grants 
of  lands  in  tbe  Floridas,  lately  made  by  the  £[ing, 
and  I  mentioned  that  I  should  see  him  .the  day 
following,  and  endeavor  to  press  my  opinion  on 
that  point  in  such  way  as,  :f  possible,  to  obtain 
that  he  might  in  advance  instruct  Mr.  Onis  in 
conformity  to  it.  I  saw  him  on  tbe  27th,  as  I 
proposed,  before  the  departure  of  his  courier; 
whether  I  produced  the  desired  effect,  or  not,  I 
cannot  positively  say;  but,  immediately  after, 
he  wrote  to  the  Uouncil  of  the  Indies,  in  conse<^ 
quence  of  which  the  council  sent  orders  to  the 
Uuke  of  Alagon  and  the  Count  de  Punon  Roe- 
tro,  directing  them  not  to  make  sales  of  the  lands 
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gnialed  to  thev ;  tbis  fact,  which  I  bad  reeetved 
throHgh  •  private  channel,  I  aacertained  yester- 
day in  coDYeraation  with  Mr.  Pizarro.  I  cannot 
find  that  the  council  has  written  to  the  other 
grantee,  Vargas,  hat  Mr.  Pizarro  said  that  it 
ahoold  have  done  so.  Be  that  as  it  may,  all 
■ales  made  by  the  grantees  are,  a6  initiOf  void, 
bv  the  laws  of  the  Indies ;  there  are  obligations, 
auo,  of  a  very  onerons  kind,  imposed  by  those 
laws  on  all  grantees,  calculated,  in  fine,  to  pro- 
dace  the  objects  which  such  j^rants  have  in  view, 
viz.  the  popoiation  and  cultivation  of  the  terri- 
tory—obligations which  grantees  of  large  tracts 
(ondera  prohibition  to  make  sale)  cannot  possi- 
bly fulfil ;  least  of  all  such  grantees  as  these, 
who,  besides  not  having  a  cent,  are  overwhelmed 
with  debt. 


Exiroei  of  a  lattrfrom  ike  tame  to  the  same,  daUd 

Madsid,  June  12, 1818. 

He  £Mr.  Pizarro]  then  entered  into  the  prin- 
cipal matters  in  question,  and,  first,  spoke  of  the 
limits  on  the  side  of  Florida.  He  concluded 
this  subject  by  saying  that  though  the  King, 
with  a  desire  to  accommodate  himself  to  the 
views  of  the  United  States,  had  concluded  to 
make  the  cession,  and  to  make  it  as  valuable  as 
possible  to  the  United  States,  as  I  bad  seen  in 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  had  acted  on  my 
suggestion,  and  given  orders  to  the  Council  or 
Indies  relative  to  the  late  grants,  (as  particularly 
communicated  to  you  In  my  private  letters  of 
May  14,)  yet  His  Majesty  was  fully  aware  that 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  in  the  territory  to 
be  ceded  would  ne  infinitelv  beyond  what  the 
United  States  could  demana  under  the  head  of 
indemnities ;  hence,  it  was  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  difference  should  be  made  up  to  him  by 
concessions  on  the  other  side. 


Bon  Joee  Pizarro  to  Mr.  Erving. 

PalicE;  /ufy  8, 1818. 

The  First  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  of 
transmitting  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
the  copy  of  a  paragraph  of  a  note  of  the  7th  of 
February,  1803,  (and  propositions  which  accom- 
panied it,)  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  ;  and  he  avails 
himself  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurance 
of  his  consideration. 

Copy  of 'dome  paragropke  of  a  note  dtreeted  to  Don 
Pedro  CpmUoOy  on  ike  1th  February^  1808»  by  Mr. 
Charlee  Pmehney,  Mimeier  of  the  (Mited  Staiee. 

To  obtain  this,  they  have  authorized  me  to 
tay  that,  should  His  Majesty  be  now  inclined  to 
sen  to  the  United  States  his  possessions  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  between  that  and 
the  river  Mobile,  (agreeably  to  the  propositions 
enclosed,)  the  United  States  will  make  to  His 
Majesty,  and  I  do  now  make^  in  their  name,  the 
important  offer  of  guarantying  to  him  and  his 
successors  his  dominions  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

Propoeiiimu  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statee. 
let.  The  United  States  will  purchase  the  poa*  I 
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sessions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  for  which  they  will  pay 
—  dollars. 

2d.  They  will  purchase  these  possessions,  for 
which  they  will  pay  ——dollars;  and, moreover, 
guaranty  to  His  Majesty  and  his  successors  his 
possessions  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

3d.  They  will  purchase  the  coontrv  between 
the  rivers  Mississippi  and  Mobile,  befonffing  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  also  places  of  deposile 
near  the  mouths  of  the  other  navigable  rivers 
passing  from  their  territory  through  either  of  the 
Floridas,  for  which  they  will  pay  — —  dollars,  or 
enter  into  other  obligations  which  may  be  thought 
equivalent  to't|ie  acquisition. 

4th.  If  neither  of  these  propositions  can  be  ac- 
ceded to,  they  will  then  purchase  certain  tracts 
of  country  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  other  rivers  passing  from  their  territory  into* 
that  of  His  Catholic  Majesty^  for  which  they 
will  pay  — ^  dollars,  or  enter  into  other  obliga- 
tions which  may  be  thought  equivalent  to  the 
acquisition. 


J^.  Erving  to  Don  Jose  Pizarto, 

MioRin,  July  9, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  ex- 
cellency's note  of  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  a 
paragraph  from  a  note  addressed  to  this  Govern- 
n^nt  on  the  7ih  of  February.  1803,  by  Mr.Pinck- 
ney,  at  that  time  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  this  Court,  together  with  certain  proposals  of 
the  same  Minister,  to  which  the  paragraph  cited 
refers. 

Though  I  find  that  these  proposals  are  as  ex- 
plicit in  their  form  as  your  excellency  in  conver- 
sation btated  them  to  be.  yet  I  also  find,  as  I  pie- 
snmed,  that  they  were  not  made  or  renewed  by 
the  special  ii|iai»ion  which  treated  with  Mr.  Ce- 
valloe  in  the  year  1805,  and  that  they  do  not  af- 
fect and. cannot  receive  any  application  to  the 
great  questions  now  under  consideration.  They, 
in  fact,  ofier  the  United  States  as  guarantee  ot 
His  Majesty's  possessions  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  part  consideration  for  cesaioas 
which  be  was  to  make  of  the  whole  of  his  then 
pcMsessions,  or  certain  districts  of  them  to  the 
eastward  of  that  river;  but  posterior  to  this  offer, 
namely,  on  the  30th  April,  1803,  the  greater  part 
of  the  territory  thus  proposed  to  be  purchased, 
and  the  whole  thus  proposed  to  be  guarantied, 
passed  into  the  possession  of,  and  now  make  part 
uf  the  United  States.  Thus  the  slate  of  posses- 
sion in  that  quarter  having  been  changed,  the 
motive  to  guaranty  on  one  side, and  the  necessity 
to  receive  a  guaranty  on  the  other  having  ceased, 
all  that  passed  upon  the  subject  heretofore  is  as 
though  it  were  obliterated  from  the  records. 

The  only  security  which  occurs  to  me  as  pos* 
sible  to  be  stipulated,  under  present  circumstances, 
is  that  of  the  thirty  leagues  desert,  which  I  men- 
tioned in  uur  two  last  con  venations  s  and^  in  fact, 
this  kind  of  material  security  in  transactions  be- 
tween two  great  nations  ought,  according  to  my 
appreheAaion,  always  to  have  the  preference  over 
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<he  other  kind  of  aU^Hilatioito ;  ror,  tbtfogh  t«efi 
•tipolations  should  be  most  religioasly  observed, 
even  in  the  extreme  eitses  wherein,  bf  the  -ufii- 
versal  praetiee  of  nations,  tbef  are  aeviated  from 
or  aUogpether  diapensed  wiib,  yiet,  in  the  stiil 
l^reater  extremity  of  war,  they  eease  to  be  biad- 
ing,  of  course,  and  cannot  be  renewed  but  after 
(be  war,  and  then  the  induoenent  to  renew  them 
aaay  have  ceased;  whereas  the  material  security 
of  which  I  speak  always  remains.  War  does  not 
euhivate  deserts,  but  it  makes  them.  Howercr, 
these  and  other  important  considerations  belong • 
VDf  to  th«  subject  will  be  duly  deliberated  on  by 
His  Majesty's  Oovemment.  I  can  only  say  that, 
if  my  suggestion  should  be  adopted,  I  shall  be 
ffcady  to  put  it  into  form,  and  with  that  I  consider 
that  the  onlygreat  difficulty  to  a  happy  lermiaa*^ 
lion  of  our  differences  is  rea»)Ted. 
I  renew  to  your  excellency  assuraaoes  of  any 
distinguished  consideration. 

Q£ORQB  W.  ffiElVING. 


Den  Joie  Pixarro  to  Mr.  Erving. 

PALica,  July  9, 1818. 

8ir:  In  several  late  conferences  with  you  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  manifest  to  you  the  regrets 
of  His  Majesty  that  it  had  not  been  possible  yet 
to  termtnaie  the  discussions  depending  betweeu 
the  two  Governments,  as  His  Majesty  flattered 
himself  might  be  done  in  consequence  of  the 
instructions  given  to  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
especially  since,  on  the  part  of  the  Kiag,  there 
bad  not  been,  nor  is  there,  any  objection  to  carry 
into  effect  tne  arrangement  of  the  indemnities 
reciprocally  claimed  by  Spaniards  and  Ameri<> 
eans;  nor  to  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  limits 
upon  grounds  conforming  to  the  treaties  and  to 
eontinual  ahd  uninterrupted  possession ;  nor  for 
Boato  to  cede  to  the  United  States  the  two 
Floridas  for  a  reasonable  equivalent  exchange  in 
territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi;  nor, 
Anally,  in  case  of  not  being  able  to  come  to  ac- 
cord on  all  the  pending  questions,  and  especially 
those  of  limits^  to  refer  to  the  arbitration  or  me- 
diation of  one,  two,  or  more  Powers,  friends  of 
both  iMtrties,  without  preventing,  after  the  limit 
Irhich  should  appear  to  be  just  should  be  settled 
•by  such  arbitration  or  mediation,  that  we  should 
proeeed  to  effect^  by  means  of  the  same  media- 
tion, or  without  it,  if  it  should  accommodate  the 
United  States,  an  exchaage  of  the  two  Floridas 
#(»r  equivalent  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mis^ 
^  etseippl. 

The  King  thought  of  this  arbitration  as  the 
most  certain  and  prompt  mean  of  terminating 
the  discussion  of  limits,  each  party  exposing  be- 
fore the  arbitrating  or  mediating  Powers  the 
titles  or  grounds  on  which  it  rested  its  rights  and 
pretensions;  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  change 
nis  opinion  on  seeing  the  answer  given  upon  this 
point  by  the  Secretary  of  Stste  of  the  United 
Slates  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis;  fur,  in  the  proposal 
made  by  that  Minisier  Plenipoieoiiary,  by  ex- 
press order  of  His  Majemy,  reifpecliog  said  medi- 
ation or  arbitration,  there  has  not  oeen,  nur  is 


thare,  question,  «s  Mr.  Adams  aaems  to  anpfoat, 
of  inviting  the  United  States  lo  take  part  in  re- 
lations or  raniificatioQs  belonging  to  any  interetts 
of  the  European  Powers,  not  in  what  lie  oalla 
the  labyriotn  of  their  polities,  but  merely  that 
one  or  more  impartial  Governments,  friendly  to 
both  parties,  ahould  take  cognisance  of  the  imtm, 
of  fact  aind  right  on  which  they  found  respeot- 
tvelv  the  demarcation  of  limits  which  eaeh.  pre- 
tends tosnbatantiate;  which  oMnsure  is,  in  e&at, 
the  same  aa  that  which  the  United  Suiea  adopitd 
in  its  last  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain  for  adjaat- 
ments  of  a  similar  kind,  there  being  no  other  itif- 
ference  between  the  two  eases  b«t  in  the  greaaer 
or  less  importanee  of  the  territories  in  dtapate. 

In  this  suie  of  thtiup,  and  His  Majesty  ani- 
mated with  the  most  efficacious  desire  to  emplay 
whatever  means  are  in  his  power  to  terminate 
aatisfaetorily  all  nnd  every  one  of  the  |ioiois  in 
qoeetion,  I  renresented  to  His  Majesty  that  you 
and  I,  in  our  fate  conferences,  had  been  of  opin- 
ion that  It  might  contribute  to  facilitate  the  ar- 
rangement of  those  points  on  which,  hitherto, 
both  Governments  have  not  been  able  to  come 
to  accord,  to  carry  forthwith  into  effect  that  on 
which  thev  are  already  agreed ;  that  is,  the  set- 
tlement of  the  reciprocal  indemnities  of  Ameri- 
cans and  Spaniards  which  were  the  object  of  the 
convention  of  1802,  for  which  only  was  wanting 
the  ratification  on  the  part  of  Spain,  suspended 
for  reasons  and  by  circumstances  which  are  no- 
torious. The  King  instantly  applauded  this  sug- 
gestion of  mine  and  yours,  and,  desirous  of  giving 
to  the  United  States  efficient  proofs  of  his  desire 
of  an  arrangement  on  all  the  points  commanded 
me  immediately  to  draw  out  a  ratification  of  the 
said  convention  of  August  11,  1803,  to  be  sent  to 
Don  Luis  de  Oois,  to  the  end  that  he  may  present 
the  same»  and  exchange  it  for  that  of  the  u  nited 
States )  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  ad- 
joined copy  for  your  due  information. 

The  teminntien  ef  tfcia  point,  already  agreed 
oUt  in  no  teapect^oaa  embarrass  the  ulterior  pro- 

fress  of  the  negotiation  upon  the  others  ^  n#d  if 
^on  Luis  de  OniS|.  pursuant  to  his  first  instruc- 
tions, or  to  the  explanations  which  subsequenllj 
on  two  occasions  have  been  given  to  him,  or  he- 
cause  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
reduced  its  demands  to  terms  more  eom^tible 
with  the  rights  of  Spain,  shall,  on  the  arrival  of 
said  ratification,  have  already  settled  this  point 
oaoieintiy  mith  the  otbeia,  there  will  not  ihere- 
fttre  teautt  any  kind  of  embarvaaament  or  enntra- 
dietlon,  sinoe  the  recognition  nf  the  eeeiprocal 
iodemaities  between  Spaniards  md  Amerionns, 
and  the  mode  of  liquidating  them,  (the  only  ob- 
jecu  comprehended  by  the  conventten  of  1802,) 
will  always  have  tp  enter  in  the .  new  arrange- 
ment which  may  have  been  effected  or  may  take 
plice;  and  only  in  the  manner  of  paying  the 
debt  which  shall  resl^lt  from  the  liquidations 
made  can  there  be  or  arise  hereafter  any  alterca- 
tion, in  case  the  territorial  arrraogemeots  should 
be  combined  with  the  other  indemnifications. 

His  Majesty  hopes  that  the  United  States  will 
eee  in  this  ouasure  a  proof  of  hia  Diendlydispo- 
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«ilUNi9,4Uid,  if  Jie  maj  flatter  humelf  :with  others 
equal  and  reciprocal  oa  the  part  of  the  Goreroo 
.meat  of  t4ie  Uaited  States,  he  does  aot  dou^t 
ibat  shortly  will  disappear  the  diffieolties  whioh 
hitherto  have  opposed  themselves  to  the  desired 
arittogemeats.  The  political,  coninerciaL  and 
territorial  ioterestof  the  United  States  and  dpaia 
ari;  not  opposed  to  each  other;  extraneous. cir- 
.cumstances,  aod  independent,  perhaps,  of*  the  will 
of  both  Oorernments,  have  been  able  to  compli- 
cate and  embarrass  their  political  relalioos;  a 
sincere. desire  to  undersiand  each  other,  and  to 
.approximate  cordially,  each  ceding  something  of 
that  whieh  be  supposes  that  be  has  a  rigbt  to  ex- 
act of  the  other,  may  perhaps  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  order  ol  things,  in  which  tbe  Gov- 
eroipent  of  Spain  and  that  or  the  Uaited  States, 
far  from  occapying  themselves  in  disagreeable 
discussions,  will  mutually  contribute  to  augment 
the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  both  uatioos, 

NooccttpatioB  will  be  to  me  more  agreeable  than 
that  of  employing  my  weak  efforts  in  serving  the 
BLing,  my  master,  in  so  interesting  an  object ;  and 
I  should  not  do  the  justice  which  I  owe  to  your, 
rights,  and  conciliatory  and  friendly  dispositions, 
if  I  were  not  persuaded  that  you  will  lay  the 
whole  before  your  Government  in  the  same 
temper. 

As  Don  Jose  Martinez,  who  came  from  the 
TJoiieJ  States  last  month  with  despatches  from 
Don  Lsuis  de  Onis,  is  to  return  thitber,  I  notify 
you  thereof,  that  you  may,  if  you. please,  profit  of 
this  opportunity  to  send  yours  to  that  country. 
I  renew  to  you,  dbc. 

JOSE  PIZAERO. 


CMy  0/ lAc  rol(^salMfft  gten  by  IM9  C^tlMc  Urn- 
Je»iytoike  emweaimn  mUki  mikt  iM^f  Au- 
guMit  1802,  between  Dan  Pedn  CtmiiioB,  FwH 
Seertiary  of  State  and  DeapaUlh  as  Pkmpaten* 
Uaty  of  Dim  Carloe  W.^awl  Mr.  Charke  nKk- 
ney^  ob  PUnipotentiary  tf  the  United  States  of 


Whereas,  oa  the  Uih  day  of  AMgnst,  1802, 
there  wa»  eondaded  and  aigoed  in  Madrid^  be- 
tween Don  Pedre  Cevailos,  First  Secretary  af 
State  of  the  King,  my  aagUst  father  and  lofd) 
aud  Mr*  Cbarlea  Pincuiay,  Miaisier  Pleoinotaa- 
4iary  of  my  gteat  and  good  friends  the  Uaited; 
States  of  America, cottpecently  authoiiaed  there- 
to by  their  rasaeetive  Gk^vexa mauls,  a  conven- 
tion, which  had  (or  its  ol^cnc  tbe  lecipeocal  in-' 
demaity  for  iosscs,  damages,  and  injuries  which 
had  aecrned  during  the  war  then  c^ocluded,  in 
coaseMence  of  excesses  committed  by  individ- 
,uals  of  both  nations  against  the  law  of  nations  or 
the  existing  treaty  y  and  oo.detecmiaed  time  hav- 
ing been  ued  /or  ibe  correspondent  rati&catioi^, 
the  said  coovention  was  rauoed  by  the  Prestdant 
of  the  United  StaUs,  with  Consent  of  the  Senate 
of  the  same,  a  year  and  a  half  after  its  condu- 
siou ;  and  on  the  part  of  Spain  the  ratification 
was  further  deferred,  on  account  of  the  desire 
manifested  to  regulate  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
not  only  the  points  determiued  on  by  the  said 
contention^  hue  also  those  which  had 


undecided  oa  in  the  same,  and  others  of  a  dilTer- 
ent  nature,  though  of  not  less  importance,  which 
could  not  take  effect  on  account  of  posterior  oa- 
currences  in  Spain,  which  are  f|Uite  uotorioiiSt; 
and  I,  now  considesing  that  in  the  present  oil- 
cumstances  to  carry  forthwith  into  pure  and  du^ 
effect  the  stipulations  of  the  s^id  oonveotion  of 
llih  August,  1802,  far  from  impeding  tbeicottiae 
and  desired  termination  of  tbe  other  questiima 
depending  between  the  two  Govern  meats,,  maf 
contribute  to  facilitate  tbe  most  prompt  and  sal- 
isfaciery  arrangemeot  of  all  of  them,  and  bavii^ 
seen  and  examined  the  said  convention,  which 
contains  seven  articles,  the  form  and  taaor  of 
which  is  as  follows: 

[Here  the  eenvisBtiaB  is  cotM.] 

Therefore  have  concluded  .to  approve  anA 
ralify  whatever  the  said  conrention  contains  in  - 
its  seven  articles,  as  in  virtue  of  these  presents  I 
do  approve  and  ratify,  in  the  best  and  most  am* 
pie  form  that  I  can.  promising,  on  the  faith  and 
word  of  a  King,  to  fulfil  it  and  observe  it.  and  to 
cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  and  observed,  wnollyi  as 
though  I  myself  had  made  and  signed  it.  In  tes* 
timooy  whereof,  1  have  ordered  to  be  despatched 
the  present,  signed  with  my  hand,  sealed  with 
my  secret  seal,  aod  attested  by  my  underwrittea 
Councillor  and  First  Secretary  of  Stale  and 
Despatch.  Given  in  Madrid  this  9th  of  Julr, 
1819, 

TO,  EL  REY. 
Subscribed:  JOSE  PIZARRO. 
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Jlr.  £ih^ag  to  Don  Joee  Ftxarro* 

Madrid,  July  16, 1818. 

Sia:  It  was  not  till  the  evening  of  the  I3th 
instant  that  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  eft- 
callimcy's  note  of  the  9th,  communicating  to.  me 
a  oopy.  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  ratification  af 
the  convention  nwde  between  the  Uaiited  States 
and  Spain  on  the  llth  August.  1802. 

la  the  late  conferences  which  I  haae  .  had 
with  yoU|  I  have  received  with  great  satisfac- 
tion the  assurauces  which  you  hare  given  to 
me  of  your,  sincere  desire  to  terminate,  by  a  gai^ 
eralarvukgement) all ihe questions  in  diseussioii 
beiiweeaoor  ttro.  Govern  meals.  I  do  fall  justiae 
to  thecoaciliatory  dispositions  of  your  ex^eueacy, 
and  am  persuaded  i)mt  the  pressing  impoitancaof 
such  an  ai)jU9tment  has  not  escaped  your  aor 
lightened  .  mind ;  but,  aowever  pamful  inay  he 
thedisappointmeat'of  His  Majesty  at  finding  that 
a  favorable  conclusion  to  the  negotiations  hi^ 
not  resulted  from  tbe  lostructions  heretofore  seat 
to  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  I  cannot  but  nemind  you 
that  I  have  not  omitted  to  assure  His  Majesty's 
Cabinet,  through  you,  that  those  instructioas 
would  be  found  to  be  wholly  ioade4|uate  to  the 
object.  The  causes  of  their  failure  are  so  per* 
fectly  apparent  in  the  correspondence  between 
the  Minister  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  which,  by  order  of  the  President, 
has  been  laid  before  Congres8|  that  I  may  be  ex- 
cused from  entering  furtner  into  the  matter. 
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I  receive  with  pieasure  wlMttever  may  eontri* 
bote  to  the  great  objeet  in  View;  and  thoagh  the 
eoDTention  of  1808  embraces  bat  a  portion  of  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  nature, 
yet,  considering  it  as  a  preliminary  to  a  similar 
adjustment  of  the  whole  of  such  claims,  as  well 
as  of  those  for  French  spoliations  specially  re- 
seryed  by  it,  and  trusting  that  it  may,  as  your 
excellency  hope^  lay  a  foundation  for  an  amica- 
ble settlement  of  the  territorial  questions  now  in 
discussion,  I  have  lost  no  time  in  transmitting 
t  copy  of  your  communication  to  my  Gtorern- 
mtnt. 

I  understand,  also,  with  your  excellency,  that 
this  ratification  can  be  no  obstacle  to  any  general 
transaction  on  the  whole  of  the  matters  in  dis- 
pute which  may  be  hereafter  made,  and  that  it  is 
not  to  interfere  with,  but  to  be  made  wholly  sub- 
ordinate and  subservient  to,  whatever  arrange- 
ment Mr.  Onis  may  possibly  have  entered  into 
with  my  Qovernment,  in  pursuance  of  the  in- 
atructions  which  you  have  lately  sent  to  that 
Minister. 

I  desire  to  avail  myself  of  your  obliging  offer 
to  transmit  my  despatches  for  the  United  states 
by  Don  Jose  Martinez,  and  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  when  that  gentleman 
will  leave  Madrid. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 


Von  Ja$e  Pigarro  to  Mr.  Erving. 

Sackdou,  My  19, 1818. 

Bib  :  In  one  of  our  late  conferences  I  had  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  anew  His  Majesty's  readi- 
ness to  cede  both  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States,  the  acquisition  of  which  appeared  to  be 
80  essential  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
American  Union,  in  consideration  of  a  suitable 
equivalent  to  be  made  to  His  Majesty  in  a  district 
of  territory  situated  to  the  westward  of  thtf  Mis- 
aissippi.    in  adverting  to  the  great  importance 
of  this  cession*  I  was  naturally  led  to  recall  to 
your  recollection  the  contents  of  different  notes 
-addressed  by  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Gharlee  Pinckney,  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment upon  this  subject,  and  particularly  of  that 
of  the  7th  of  February,  1603,  in  which,  having 
earnestly  solicited,  as  he  had  already  done  in  sev- 
eral preceding  notes,  the  decision  ot  His  Majesty 
to  sell  to  the  American  Government  both  Flon- 
das,  or  at  least  that  pan  of  West  Florida  lyine 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile,  he  of- 
fered formally,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  not  only  to  pay  in  money  the 
Yalue  of  the  territory  no  ceded,  but  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  ease  the  said  cession  should  take 
effect,  would  further  guaranty  to  the  King  and 
his  successors  his  dominions  situated  beyond  the 
Mississippi.    The  cession  of  the  two  Floridas 
being  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  pro- 
ftosed  adjustment,  I  stated  to  yon  that  the  con- 
tingency appeared  to  have  approached,-  in  consid- 
eration of  which  the  formal  offer  had  been  made 


to  His  Majesty,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  guaranty  of  his  dominiont  situated  beyond 
the  Mississippr,  or  otherwise  beyond  the  western 
boundary  line,  to  be  agreed  u|K>n  in  the  final  ad* 
jtistment ;  the  guarantv  of  which,  forming  a  part 
of  the  stipulations  of  that  adjustment,  would,  in 
my  opinion,  be  a  more  effectual  means  of  facili- 
tatiog  the  final  conclusion  of  the  points  depend- 
ing, not  only  from  its  essential  importance,  but 
as  being  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  and 
perpetuate  a  good  intelligence  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain ;  and  tbe  more  agreeable  to  His 
Majesty,  as  being  a  spontaneous  offer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  whose  behalf  the  proposition  was 
formally  made  without  any  previous  transac- 
tion or  request  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

Upon  which  you  were  pleased  to  state  io  me 
that  you  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  said 
offer  of  »  guaranty  being  made  by  your  predeces- 
sor on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  which  ypu 
attributed  to  the  dispersion  and  loss  of  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  archives  of  the  American  lega- 
tion at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  French.  I 
then  offered  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
proposals  made  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  of  that 
part  of  tbe  note  of  7ih  February,  1803,  which 
enclosed  them  and  specified  their  object ;  which 
copies  were  sent  to  you  on  the  Sth  instant. 

In  your  answer  or  the  9tb.  you  were  pleased  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  those  copies,  and  at 
the  same  time  you  had  the  goodness  to  enter  into 
the  subject-matter  not  only  on  the  particular 
point  of  the  proffered  guaranty,  but  you  also 
offered  other  observations  connected  wiib  the 
matters  depending  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, tbe  adjustment  of  which  is  so  interesting 
to  both  countries. 

In  adverting  to  youv  observations,  you  vviH  per- 
mit me  to  remark  that  I  cannot  agree  with  you 
so  far  as  to  persuade  myself  that  the  guaranty 
offered  to  His  Majesty  by  the  United  States,  on 
the  7th  of  Februaryj  1803,  in  case  of  his  disposi- 
tion to  sell  to  them  tbe  Floridas,  or  a  part  of 
West  Florida,  was  confined  to  the  guaranty  of 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  or  of  Western 
Louisiana, as  you  conceive;  and  that  the  United 
States  having  acquired  the  whole  of  Louisiana 
by  the  treaty  of  the'30th  of  April,  1803,  and  the 
territory  offered  to  be  guarantied  having  been 
severed  from  His  Majesty's  dominions,  the  said 
offer  had  been  annulled,  or  become  extinct  of 
itself,  or  by  the  want  of  its  particular  t)bject. 

If  yon  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  atten- 
tively that  offer  and  the  nrooosals  accompanying 
it,  (for  which  purpose  I  tninx  it  proper  to  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  whole  note  of  the  7th  of  February, 
1803,}  you  will  distinctly  see  that  what  the  Uni- 
ted States  offered  to  guaranty  to  His  Majesty 
was  not  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  his 
dominions  situated  beyond  the  Mississippi — his 
dominions  beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  expressed 
in  the  said  note,  or  his  possessions  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  as  expressed  in  the  proposals.  A 
proof  that  that  ofer  embraced  generally  all  the 
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dominions  of  Hi^MttWBty  iu  Amerieai  or  at  least 
on  tbe  coDtioeat  of  North  America,  h  the  great 
imporunoe  attached  in  the  same  note  to  the  offer, 
which  would  have  been  not  only  unimportant, 
but  delusive  and  of  no  ralae,  if  applied  to  the 
western  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  which,  inde- 
pendent of  its  beinff  sufficiently  guarantied  by  its 
local  position,  had  been,  as  was  well  known  in 
February,  1803,  retroceded  to  France  soma  three 
years  before,  and  that  Mn  Monroe  was  at  Paris, 
or  on  his  way  thither,  to  acquire  it  from  France, 
whose  sovereignty  was  already  acknowledged 
by  the  United  States.    It  is,  therefore,  evident 
that  the  guaranty  offered  must  have  been  of  the 
territories  on  the  North  American  continent  be- 
longing to  His  Maieaty,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  of  Louisiana,  which  no  longer 
belonged  to  Spain  at  the  time  the  said  offer  was 
made  j  and  nothin|[  so  clearly  evinces  the  under* 
standing  of  the  United  States  and  of  Mr.  Piack- 
ney  as  the  very  eipressions  employed  by  him  in 
his  note  to  prove  the. magnitude  of'^the  offer.   He 
aays :  "  The  immense  importande  of  this  offer  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain  merits  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  His  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  when  we 
reflect  that  no  other  nation  can  make  an  offisr  so 
highly  advantageous.    It  is  one  which  the  United 
Btates  would  never  have  decided  on  making,  but 
from  a  conviction  that  the  territories  they  now  so- 
licit of  Spain  are  indispensably  necessary  to  them." 
.  Tou  can  judge  how  far  these  eipressions  were 
applicable  in  February,  1803,  to  the  guaranty  of 
the  right  hank  of  the  Missisaippi,  which  no  longer 
belonged  to  His  Majesty  siaee  1800,  which  was 
retroceded  to  Prance,  and.  the  acquisition  of  which 
by  the  Unii^  States  was  then  neffotiating  at 
Paris,  by  Mr.  Monroe;  and  whether  their  obvious 
and  literal  meaning  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  of  the  guaranty  could  be  applicable  t»  any- 
thing other  than  that  of  all  the  possessions  of  His 
Majesty  io  America,  or  at  least  of  the  dominions 
of  Spain  on  the  continent  of  North  America 
westward  of  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange  for  the 
advantages  which  the  United  States  cQntempla*> 
ted  on  deriving  by  the  purchase  of  the  two  Flori- 
das,  or  at  least  that  part  of  West  Florida  lying 
between  the  Mississippi  and  ibe  Mobile.    Vou 
cannot,  therefore^  be  surprised  that,  as  His  Ma* 
jesty  is  now  deliberating  on  a  general  adjust- 
ment with  the  American  Qovetrameni,  including 
an  article  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  cede  the 
two  Floridas  to  the  United  States  for  a  suitable 
equivalent  to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  he 
should  advert  to  the  formal  offer  of  a  guaranty 
made  by  the  United  States,  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, or  his  dominions  and  possessions  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  (that  is,  beyond  the  western 
line  stipulated  in  the  same  general  adjustment,) 
as  the  boundary  between  the  American  territo- 
ries and  those  of  His  Majesty  on  the  continent 
of  North  America. 

lo  eoasequence  of  the  abovementioned  note  of 
Mr.  Pinokney,  and  the  commvnieation  made  to 
His  Majesty's  Gtovemneat  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1803;ldeem  itneoeisary  further  to  remark  th«t, 


in  1803,  nearly  three  years  aft«r  His  Majesty  had 
ceded  back  Louisiana  to  France,  and  when  Mrv 
Monroe  was  about  concluding  the  purchase  of 
I^ouisiana  at  Paris  with  the  Qovernment  of  Bo* 
naparte,  the  American  Qovernment  admitted,  in 
the  most  formal  manner,  that  the  territory  sito* 
ated  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile  be- 
longed to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  formed  a 
part  of  West  Florida,  and  not  of  Louisiana,  aa 
It  has  since  been  wished  to  be  supposed.  His  Ma- 
jesty having  been  violently  deprived  of  the  peac^ 
ful  possession  of  the  same,  during  his  absence 
from  the  kingdom.  Ton  will  be  leased,  sir,  to 
recollect  that  while  Mr.  Monroe  was  negotiating 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  at  Paris,  in  lS03j  Mr. 
Pinckneyat  Madrid  solemnly  offered  the  Kinc 
of  Spain  the  guaranty  of  his  dominions  beyond 
the  Mississippi  in  case  His  Majesty  would  agree 
to  sell  to  the  poited  States  at  least  the  territory 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile 
belonging  to  His  Catholic  Majesty— they  wiU 
purchase  the  country  between  the  rivers  Mis« 
sissippi  aad  Mobile  belonging  to  His.  Catholie 
Majesty.  It  is  impossible  more  explicitly  to 
acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  His  Majesty  over 
that  territory,  in  addition  to  the  aeknowledgmeat 
implied  by  the  very  act  of  applying  to  the  King 
for  the  purchase  of  it,  since  no  one  purchases  bat 
of  the  owner  of  the  object  wished  to  be  purchased* 
If  the  territory  in  question  had  belonged  to  Franoa 
as  an  integral  part  of  Louisiana,  would  it  not 
have  been  more  natural  that  Mr.  Monroe  shoittld 
have  negotiated  the  purchase  of  it  at  Paris,  where 
he  then  was,  than  that  Mr.  Pinckney  ahooM 
have  solicited  it  at  Madrid  at  the  sama  time  } 
His  Majesty,  therefore,  takin|[  into  consideration 
the  important  fact  that  his  ri^ht  of  sovereignty 
to  the  said  territory  remains  onimpaired,  notwith- 
standing  his  being  dfisposaessed  ef  the  same  under 
well-known  circumstanoee,  he  cannot  omit  to 
declare,  on  all  occasions,  that  it  never  has  been 
nor  will  be  his  iatentfon  to  relinquish  his  claim 
to  his  rights  in  that  quarter,  while  he  is  at  the 
same  time  willing,  by  means  of  a  suitable  arrange* 
ment  in  the  proposed  adjustment,  or  for  a  satis- 
factory equivalent,  to  cede  the  said  territory,  to- 
gether #ith  the  rest  of  the  Floridas,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  from  a  desire  to  meet  their 
wishes,  aa  from  a  conviction  of  its  importanee 
to  the  American  Qovernment,  as  was  rormerly 
stated  in  the  strongest  terms  by  Mr.  Pinckney  in 
his  note  just  referred  to* 

You  are  pleased  to  point  out  in  your  note,  aa 
a  mode  for  settling  the  questioni^  bouodariea 
more  certain  than  that  of  any  guaranty,  the  ea- 
tablishment  of  a  desert  of  thirty  leagues  between 
the  frontier  of  Louisiana  and  that  oi  the  Spanish 
possessions.  Although  His  Majesty  has  a  due 
respect  for  the  good  faith  and  strict  punctuality 
of  the  American  Qovernment,  yet  he  does  not 
perceive  any  security  preferable  to  the  guaranty, 
nor  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  connect* 
ing  the  one  with  the  other;  and,  with  a  view  to 
avoid  disagreemenu  on  tie  frontier^  in  ati^ii* 
lating  the  establishment  of  such  a  desert,  provided 
beih  Qeivenimeiics  eonld  agree  en  theiieqaieiie 
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iMi80F€i  i^r  |>ttveiltii)|r  tliis  hitemerftarf  ^tiert 
fyotn  Mug  eonverMd'  into  a-  railjring  point  Ayr 
idTtttttrtra  and  bandUri,  wbere  tnef  niiffhl  es* 
efviie  tbair  pernieioiitf  activity  ia  discttf biofr  tii* 
peaae  of  His  Majvttylft  d^ttiAioaa  ai  well  as  that 
of)  the  UnlMd  States.  But  the  prlaeipal  diflleulty 
still  subsists,  namelsF :  that  ahhoogh  the  estab 
lishmcfic  of  tbis  desert  might  be  coasidered  ex^ 
padient,  jret  we  may  not  agree  os  tbe  exact  Hot 
of  diviiiofti  keei^ag  in  view  the  rights  of  each 
party  to  the  tanitory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
t»  that  wblcb  ought  to  afford  to  His  Maiesty  in 
that  qvarfararD'  equitalent  for  the  tWH)  FJortdas. 
w4iiob'  afs  proposed^  to  be  ceded  to  the  Oaitea 
IBiatea  t»  coosideratioir  of  saeb^  equf valent. 

If  I  rightly  comprehend  your  verbal  cornvMi^ 
aieations  relatiTe  to  the  establiehment  of  this  in^ 
termediary  desen,  I  persaade  myself  that  jibe  nn^ 
danrtaadiog  ia,  that  the  thi^t?  leagues  iatended 
to  be  comprebcaded  in  it  will  be  fixed  to  theeasC- 
W«rd  of  the  bay  of  St;  Bernard;  and,  under  the 
impression  that  ia  youv  note  of  the  9th  iastaot 
you  oisr  to  miter  into  offioial  explanaCtona  upon 
these  subjeets,  I  incite  y^iu,  in  the  name  of  union 
and  good  ODderstaDdiug,  to  be  pleased  topresenrt 
then  to  me;  since,  altboutffa  I  consider  the  com*- 
mnialcaftioos  which  you  hal  the  goodoesf  to  make 
le  me  in  your  abovemencioded  note* as  important^ 
l!iilfb<irto  coaoeiTe  them.  tO'be  only  yerbal  com* 
munictdens  rasuLth»g  fii^om  tbe  inttmation^  yoa 
iNrepllNtted'togire  DMi.  I  tbH^fore  hope  that 
yaw  wili  he  so  good  as  to  present  iu  contents  in  a 
mmeformalisbSpejiB  tbe  expectation  that  the  em* 
uieymeii't  of  yotw  talents  and  good  wishes,  com* 
EiMd  with  my  earnest  endearors,  may  finally 
leimiiiate  these  paittM  diaputes  ou  principles 
miB^natty  hooorable  and  satiefactory.     ' 

limrail  myself  of  this  oocaeiea  to  renew  to  you 
tbb  assurances:  of  my  very  dlstiuguisbed  consid^ 
eiaiiew^  ind  I  pray  Qed  to  ptesenreyou  many 

JOSK  PIZARRO.^ 


£xfraei  of  a  letter  fiom  JSr,  Erting  ta  Ik/n  Jo»e 

Pizarro,  dated 

The  coni^iitiofl'  had'>  scarcely  been  tatififed, 
when  1  waa  alarmed  by  information,  which  I  re- 
oeired  firom  a  good  soaree,  that  toe  King'had 
rescinded  the  prohibition  placed  on  iflie  late 
grantees  of  land  in  Florida,  aa  comuiunicated 
te  you  hf  my  private  letter  of  Mliy  14;  On  this 
oeoaston  1  wrote  «  oonfidemial  note  to  Mr.  Fi^ 
Mrro,  pointiaff  out  the  evit  to  reselt  fVom  such  a 
fpTooedure,  lie  replied  tof  me  in  a  iHty  lo  tran* 
^illijBB  me,  and  to  eoaimi  my  opinion  of  bis 

food  faith.    Copies  ofUhat  correspondence  art 
erewith=  enclosed.' 


Jtfr.  ^rstn^fo  Mr.  Fixmto.'^Ffwate, 

Madud,  JWy  la,  181& 
Your  ewellevey  will  recollect  that  Messrs. 
JdagoD,  Pnaoii  Roatro,  and  YargaS|^  were  placed 
by  anioffioe  fien  tbe  Depaftmant  ei  Indiea  uudai 


certaiii  probitffdone  rtlaifrre'to  cheUnd  given  tO' 
them  by  tbe  Kinf.  Tboee  prohibitions  w^ere 
considered  by  you  and'  by  me  as  annalHag  tbe 
grants;  on  the  importance  of  this  measure  we 
are  alnsady  agreed.  Now  1  am  informed  thav 
Mr.  Vargas  has  recefved  another  offioe  frsm-ihe 
same  departmeut,  (Indies.)  by  which  office  the 
difllcttlty  witb  regard  to  bim  is  remored  ;  that  is,^ 
he  ia  actually  free- to  sell  tbe  lands  in  question^ 
or  to^ profit  of  them,  (always  in  conformity  to 
tbe  lawO  as  may  best  suit  them.  I  know  nor 
whether  Messrs.  Aiagon  and  Puuon  Rostro  hare 
rrceired  similar  offices  |  it  is^^  to  be  presumedv 
This  news  alams  me,  because  I  fDrcsee  that  tbie 
transaction  will  tbrow  hew  difflcalties  ia'  the 
way  of  the  negotiation  at  Washington.  It  ia  in" 
rain  to- expect  that  we  sbaH  arrive  at  a  state  o# 
harmony  without  a  transactioo  which  shall  em^- 
brace  all  the  points  in  diseussiotiw  Tbe  cessiew 
of  Florid*  aMist  make  necessarily  an  article  ia 
this  transaction;  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
Uaited  States  in  such  ease  cannot  reeeire  Plorids 
as  indemnity  for  its  reeiiimationB  if  all  the  ces^^ 
sions  to  individuals  since  tbedate  of  the  eonven*» 
tion  (1802)  are  not  aa nulled.  According  to  a 
statement  wbich  I  have  just  received  f  hrough  air 
indirect  ohanrnel  from  Philadelphia,  these  reckr^ 
ttatiooa  may  amount  to  the  enormous  sum*  of 
twenty*>ffve  raiilions  of  piastres. 

The  ofltee  written  to  Mr.  Virgus  is,  I  am  pei^ 
suaded,  uuknuwn  to  you,  and  cannot  have  re- 
sulted froia  our  late  accord  relative  to  the  cow- 
ventioD ;  but  your  excellency  will  instantly  per* 
ecive  that  it  will>  take  that  cmraoter  or  appear-^ 
aoce,  and  do  infioite  mtsebief.  t  have  already 
informed  my  Glovern^ment  of  what  has  passed 
bMwceo'your  excellency  and  me>  relative  to  the 
aibit  of  Messrs;  Alagon  'and  oebere.  Ought  I  ati 
present  to>  think:  that  every  thi«|^  ia  changed  since 
tbe  mtifieation  ?  I  cannot  too  m^b  lament  tbe 
resiiiis.  I  yet  hope  that  I  may  have  been  badly 
informed  relative  to  the  lict  in  question,  butf  I 
have  my  information  fhna  a>  person  who  is  iii«' 
ttrtated  witb  Vargas,  one  to  wiem  he  had  ceded 
a  portion  of  his  interest  ia  the  laad^  be/bre  be 
teeeived<  the  first  office.  Be  it  as  it  may,  know« 
iMjf  youV  excellency  is  in  good  faitb,  and  that  the 
fflnir  is*  wwrtsby  of  your  atient iens  I  kave  thouglit 
it  my  duty  to  expose  it  to  you. 

Tosra,  with  much  respect  and  esteem) 

GEOROB  W.  BRYINO. 


i^p/y  of  Mr.  Pixano. 

SAom>aif«  M^  19^  18ia 

Sib::  I  have  just  received  your  esteemed  letter 
which  yon  addressed  to  me  under  yesterday's 
date,  comthuakatiug  to  qie  your  apprebensioos 
reapeeting  the  alienation:  of  the  lands  in  Ftorlda 
granted  to.  several  iodtvidaafb.  I  repeat  to  yoa 
all  that  I  have  said  on  this  subject;  ooiisequently»| 
you  may  be  tranqnrly  and  I  natter  myself  that 
nothing  will  happen  which  eatt  injure  the  aego* 
tiataoAs  widi  the  Gbvernment  of  the  United 
States,  wfaich  ought  to  have  been  p^rauaded,  lonv 
siaee,.  ol  the^  sincarity  whieh  dineia  the  taaiei 
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afld  policy  of  the  Sj^bMi  GoTfniMe&t,  ioid  of 
its  dtroost  dcdn  of  a  happy  temioatioii  of  all 
the  poHiU  in  diaeottioB)  hy  iii«aM  6(  a  friendly 
artaiigoiDont.    I  reMir  to  yoa,  Ac. 

JOSB  PIZARRO. 


liioBto,  Jidf  Ui  leia 

8ia :  I  had  this  hoaor  to  reeei ve  ycstexda^r  your 
edMoUcficy^s  aote  of  the  19th  lOBtaat,  replyiogr  to 
niiiie  of  the  9th  inetaat,  whicli  cootaini  sonSe 
renarks  upon  the  proponls  nakle  to  the  Spanish 
QoTemment  by  Mr.  Prnetoey,  on  the  7th  Febrti* 
ary,  1803^  and  transmitted  to  me  by  yoor  note 
ofthe  8ih  tnitant. 

I  declare  to  year  eieelteney  that,  after  the  best 
cpttsideretion  which  i  was  able  to  «re.to  those 
proposals^  not  haying  the  arch  if es  of  the  legation 
to  refer  to,  and  correct  my  jndgment  whenever 
it  mi^ht  err,  1  was  compelled  to  eoaclnde  that 
Mr.  Pinckney  was  at  that  time  oninforraed  of  the 
retrocession  of  Looietana  to  France,  which  bad 
be«o  previoasly  made  by  Spain.    On  this  hypoth-< 
eais.  1  wrote  to  yoa  on  the  9th  instant,  and  it  will 
expiaia  whatever  may  appear  to  you  incoogru- 
oQs  in  that  note.    It  -was  not  possible  for  me 
otherwise  to  understand  the  oilfer  made  by  Mr. 
Pioekoey,  because  it  was  not  possible  to  suppose 
that  be  bad  been  authorized  by  the  American 
Oovernment,  or  that  it  had  ever  entered  into  his 
own  imagination,  to  guaranty  the  possession?  of 
His  Majesty  to  the  westward  of  Louisiana  on  both 
Ameriean  continents,  or  even  as  far  down  as  the 
itthmos  of  Panama.    Besides  tliat,  such  a  guar- 
anty was  beyond  the  power  of  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  not  worth  the  acceptance  of  Spain. 
He  meant  then  what  was  within  the  reach  and 
competency  of  the  United  Slatesi^a  guaranty 
of  that  part  of  Loo isiaoa  which  i»on  tne  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi.    This  is  made  still  more 
evident  by  the  wordi  he  used — ^'  beyond  the  Mis- 
sisaippi;"  for  in  the  other  supposition,  and  bad  he 
been  aware  of  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  to  Prance, 
he  woald  have  said  ^  beyond  Lontsianab"  Again, 
ia  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  could  be  treating  for 
the  pnrshase  of  territory  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  when 
be  knew  that  the  whole  provibce  had  passed 
into  the  bands  of  Prance  ?    For,  whatever  claims 
Spain  may  yet  make  to  that  territory,  it  coald 
not  but  be  known  to  Mr.  Pinckney  that  it  was  in 
face  a  part  of  Louisiana.    The  conclusion  which 
L have  made  ie still  further  and. more  particular- 
ly forced  upon  me  by  Mr.  Pinckney's  fourth  pro- 
poaal|  which  la  thus : 

4th.  **  U  neither  of  these  propositions  can  be 
acceded  to,  the^  will  then  purchase  certaiu  traota 
of  oovairy  oa  the  bank$  of  the  Mtasiseif^i)  and  the 
atker  rivers  pMsing  ^nt  their  territory  to  that  of 
His  OathoUc  Majesty,  for  which  they  will  pay,** 
Ac. 

What  certain  tracts  on  the  batUtt  of  the  Mis^ 
sisBippt  cOuM  be  purchased  by  Spain  after  Looia- 
iana  had  been  transferred  to  France  1  What 
liversy.paasing  through  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  went  Into  those  of  His  Majesty  t  This 
part  of  the  argument  is  confinned  by  what  your' 
excellency  says  in  your  last  note,  to  prdve  to  me 
that  Mr.  Pinckney  meant  to  offer  a  ffuaraaty  of 
all  His  Majesty's  possessions.  Tou  observe  thai 
be  could  have  meant  only  those  immediately  on* 
the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi ;  for  that  "  socb 
an  offer  had  been  not  only  unimportant,  but' 
vain  and  illusory,  applied  to  the  west  bank; 
which,  besides  being  sufficiently  guarantied  by 
its  locality,  it  was  notorious  in  February,  180^ 
that-  it  had  been  for  three  years  then  past  retro- 
ceded  to  France."  I  say,  then,  that  ir  this  noto^ 
riety  had  reached  Mr.  Pinckney,  he  could  not 
have  mentioned  the  bank*  of  the  Mississippi  as 
belonging  to  His  Majesty,  or  have  spoken  of  that 
and  other  rivers  from  the  United  States  passing 
through  his  territory.* 

The  opinion  that  Mr.  Pinckney  meant  to  gnaiw 
anty  all  the  possessions  of  Spain,  you  find  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  great  importance  which  be  gives 
to  that  ofl^  in  the  words  which  you  quote  from- 
his  note ;  hot  allow  me  to  observe  that,  though 
he  intended  only  a  guaranty  of  that  part  of  Lou- 
isiana which  lies  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  hit 
proposal  inerits  ail  the  importance  which  he  has 
given  to  it.  Again;  how  could  he  pretend  to 
offer  to  such  a  Power  as  Spain  a  guaranty  of  her 
possessions  to  the  westward  of  Louisiana,  know-* 
mg  that  the  territory  of  such  a  Power  as  France 
interposed  between  the  United  States  and  the 
possessions  to  be  guarantied  ?  Such  a  proposal 
would  have  been  preposterous  and  o^nsive. 

These  observations  render  it  unnecessary  for 
me  to  reply  specially  to  the  inferences  which: 
yoor  excellency  is  pleased  to  draw  in  fkvor  of  the 
Spanish  pretensions  to  Bast  Florida  from  the 
offers  made  br  Mr.  Pinckney;  for  those  oBm^ 
even  though  they  bad  not  originated  in  an  unac- 
quaintance  with,  or  a  misapprehension  of,  the 
then  state  of  affairs,  cannot  now  impugn  the  right 
or  affect  the  claims  of  the  United  States. 

The  context  of  Mr.  Pinckney's  note  and  pro* 
posals  shows  that  he  was  then  under  an  impres- 
sion that  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  yet  master 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas.  He  speaks  of 
thiB  banks  of  the  Mississippi  as  he  speaks  of  the 
Floridas,  and  equally  acknowledges  the  sover^ 
eignty  of  His  ft&jesty  in  both  territories  by  pro^ 

Eosinr  to  purchase  in  both;  But,  whatever  may 
ave  neen  his  impressions,  and  whatever  value 
might  belong  to  such  a  kind  of  acknowledgment 
whilst  Louisiana  was  in  possession  of  ^ancej 
these  became  of  no  importance  after  the  province 
was  transferred  to  the  United  States;  for  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  do  not  rest  upon  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  but  on  the  transfer 
made  by  France. 

I  do  but  justice,  then,  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
Spanish  Qovernment  when  I  suppose  that  it  de- 
clined Mr.  Pinckney's  offer  because  it  had  already 
disposed  of  the  country  proposed  to  be  purchaseiL 
as  well  as  of  tjiat  proposeo  to  be  guarantied,  i 
should  not  do  justice  to  its  political  forecast  if  I 
eould  sappose  that,  being  the  sovereign  o(  Bast 
.  Florida,  it  had  declined  to  sell  it  for  a  reasonable 
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equiyaknt  in  moficf ,  superadded  to  a  goarao^y 
^  immensely  important,''  as  Mr.  Pinckney  wefi 
-says)  of  His  Majesty's  remaining  possessions  on 
•tliat  continent,  'with  respect  more  particularly 
to  the  guaranty,  whatever  might  have  heen  the 
dbposition  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  or  even  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  at  the  epoch  referred  to,  your 
excellency  must  be  sensible  that  the  relative  state 
-of  possessions  is  at  this  time  so  altogether  differ- 
-ent,  that  no  motive  sufficiently  powerful  can  be 
:found  to  induce  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
any  similar  obligation  as  to  any  portion  of  His 
Majesty's  territories  west  of  Louisiana. 

Referring  to  a  suggestion  made  in  my  last  note, 
as  well  as  in  our  two  previous  conferences,  re- 
specting a  desert  of  thirty  leagues,  between  the 
confines  of  Louisiana  and  the  Spanish  posses- 
aions,  as  a  better  security  than  a  guaranty,  your 
excellency  is  pleased  to  inform  me  that  though 
His  Majesty  thinks  that  no  security  is  better  than 
a  guaranty,  yet  he  has  no  objection  that  the  one 
kind  should  be  added  to  the  other ;  and,  though 
the  principal  difficulty  remains,  t^at  is  to  say, 
where  this  desert  shall  be  established,  your  ex- 
cellency invites  me  to  put  my  suggestion  in  the 
shape  of  a  formal  proposal.  I  oeg  leave  to  remind 
your  excellency  that,  in  my  note  of  the  9th,  I 
have  said  that  this  plan  of  a  desert  is  the  only 
kind  of  security  which  occurs  to  me.  It  was  not 
then  my  intention,  nor  can  it  be  now,  as  you  will 
observe  by  what  is  above  said,  to  add  this  to  any 
other  kind  of  security;  nor  was  it  my  intention 
to  offer  this,  but  upon  the  supposition  that  His 
Majesty's  uoverninent  should  consent  to  the 
Colorado  as  the  western  limit  of  Louisiana,  not 
doubting  but,  that  point  agreed  on,  we  should  be 
able  to  arrange  all  the  others  with  great  facility^ 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  myself  to  your 
Excellency  in  writing  explicitly  and  frankly,  as  i 
b^ve  always  done  in  conversation ;  and  nothing 
would  maite  me  so  happy  as  to  unite  my  most 
earnest  efforts  with  yours,  directed  by  your  con- 
ciliatory temper  and  superior  intelligence,  to  bring 
to  an  honorable  and  harmonious  conclusion  the 
differences  which  unhappily  exist  between  our 
two  countries, 

My  Government  will  never  consent,  upon  any 
consideration  whatever,  to  gire  any  guaranty  to 
His^  Majesty  of  any  i>art  of  his  possessions ;  but 
I  will  undertake,  on  its  part,  to  stipulate  that  a 
desert  shall  be  placed  between  his  possessions  and 
those  of  the  United  States,  if  by  that  means  we 
can  arrive  at  an  accord  with  regard  to  the  west- 
ern boundary,  as  well  as  on  all  the  other  existing 
{questions;  and,  whenever  your  excellency  will 
inform  me  that  the  pretension  to  receive  any 
other  species  of  security  is  withdrawn,  I  will  then 
state  where  I  propose  that  this  desert  should  be 
nlaced.  I  renew,  dec. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 


Dan  Jo»e  Pizorro  to  Mr.  Emng, 

Sacedon,  July  26,  1818. 
\  Sir:  It  is  some  days  since  this  Government  has 
ireceived  intelligence,  in  an  unofficial  way,  that 


I  the  Americaa  troopt  under  tbacommftod  of  Gen* 
eral  Jackson  had  entered  His  Majesty's  territory 
in  the  Floridas,  and  stating  that  be  had  demand- 
ed the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  fort  of  St.  Marks^ 
at  Appalaehe,  the  feeble  garrison  of  which  is  said 
to  have  been  surrendered  to  him  as  prisoners  of 
war.    Notwithstanding  the  circumstantial  details 
of  this  intelligence,  and  the  probability-  attached 
to  them,Xrom  the  recollection  of  what  took  place 
in  1810,  in  West  Florida,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Perdido,  and  more  recently  at  Amelia   Inland, 
His  Majesty  cpuld  not  persuade  himself,  that  al 
the  very  time  when  he  was  so  zealously  and  faith- 
fully promoting,  as  must  be  evident  to  you,  the 
satisfactory  termination  of  the  negotiations  pend- 
ing between  the  two  Goyernments,  the  generals 
and  officers  of  the  United  States  would  conduct 
themselves  in  so  hostile  a  manner,  by  violatiag 
and  attacking^  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  the 
territories  and  establishments  of  a  friendly  Power. 

But  subsequent  confidential  advices  which  hare 
been  received  of  these  occurrences  not  only  con- 
firm the  truth  of  former  reports,  but   present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  most  serious  character  respect- 
ing the  violation  of  the  Spanish  territory,  the 
capture  of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks,  and  the  sor- 
render  of  the  garrison  tu  pri8oner$  of  war;  on 
which  particular  circumstance  His  Majesty  &ndi 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  demanding  ao  im- 
mediate explanation  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Information  has  also  been  received 
of  an  intimation  oif  a  most  violent  nature,  made 
to  the  commandant  of  Pensacoia  by  Genenl 
Jackson,  who  aeems  to  have  taken  an  uttitad$ 
indicating  a  determination  to  pursue  the  coutm 
of  his  unprovoked  violences  and  aggressions. 

The  contrast  presented  by  the  moderate  and 
friendly  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Goverameat  with 
that  of  the  American  generals  and  officers  in  that 
quarter  has  excited  feelings  of  the  most  patnfd 
kind  in  the  mind  of  His  Majesty ;  and  as  a  final 
and  solid  arrangement  can  only  be  prodoced  by 
the  reciprocal  combination  of  conciliatory  dispo- 
sitions on  both  sidles,  and  as  these  dispositions  do 
not  appear,  from  a  view  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances just  alluded  to,  to  be  manifested  by  the 
United  Slates,  I  have  received  Hia  Majesty's 
commands  to  make  this  frank  oommaoicaiion  to 
you,  iu  order  that  your  answer  may  serve  for  hia 
government  upon  the  matter  in  question. 

The  King,  nevertheless,  entertains  the  hope 
that  the  Americau  Government, actuated  by  those 
principles  of  justice  which  constitute  the  only 
real  and  solid  support  of  all  Governments,  will 
not  hesitate  to  disapprove  proceedings  which  are 
not  only  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
the  principles  which  regulate  the  conduct  of  all 
civilized  Powers^  but,  by  the  experience  of  all 
ages,  not  excepting  our  own,  ultimately  produce 
the  most  serious  evils  to  those  which  coinmit 
them,  or  tolerate  their  commission*  His  M^^'^f 
therefore  flatters  himself  that  the  GovernmeDtoi 
the  United  States,  anxious  to  preserve  its  JQS^ 
reputation  for  good  faith,  will,  in  giving  posiuve 
orders  for  the  evacuation  by  the.  American  troopj| 
of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks  and  the  whole  Spanisa 
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Urritoif ,  Likewise  take  effiMliuil  flMMures  to  pre- 
▼eiM  the  recurrence  of  similar  proeeedio^s,  which, 
if  authorized  and  couptenanced,  mast  ine?itably 
produce  a  suspeasioii  of  all  oegotiatioD. 

Under  this  impression,  I  have  to  request  that, 
if  you  are  anthoriaed  to  gt?e  any  explanation 
upoii  these  occurrences,  you  will  communicate 
them  to  me  for  His  Majesty's  information  i  and, 
in  case  you  are  not,  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  transmit  this  communication  to  your 
GoTernmeot,  in  order  to  obtain  an  answer  which 
mav  fix  His  Idajesty's  ideas  upon  a  subject  of 
such  high  importance,  and  direct  his  views  in 
relation  to  the  definitive  ne||[Otiation  now  carry- 
ing on,  the  prosecution  of  which  must,  in  one  way 
or  other,  be  decisively  influenced  by  the  spirit  in 
which  these  events  are  viewed  by  the  American 
Qovernment* 

I  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dis« 
tinguished.  respect,  and  pray  Ood  to  preserve  yon 
many  years.  JOSE  PIZARRO. 

JH^.  Erving  to  Don  Jok  Pixarro, 

Madrid,  July  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  booor  to  receive  your  ex- 
cellency's note  of  the  22d  instant,  enclosing  an 
entire  copy  of  Mr.  Pinckoey's  letter  of  February 
7, 1803f  adverted  to,  and  intended  to  have  been 
transmitted  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  19th  in- 
stant. On  reading  that  letter,  I  remain  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  which  I  expressed  to  you  in  my 
reply  of  the  24th  instant,  that  Mr.  PincKney  could 
not  have  been  aware,  when  he  wrote  it,  of  the 
retrocession  to  France  which  had  been  made  by 
Spain.  The  manner  in  which  he  treats  of  the 
misconduct  of  the  Intendant  at  New  Orleans,  and 
of  the  necessity  thence  arising  of  the  United 
States  acquiring  a  permanent  establishment  on 
the  Mississippi,  leaves  not  a  possibility  of  sup- 
posing that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  transfer 
to  France^  Evidently,  according  to  his  under- 
standing. New  Orleans  belonged  to  Spain;  he 
of  course  considered  Louisiana  as  belonging  to 
Spain;  hence  his  proposal  to  purchase  certain 
tracts  of  that  colony  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; and  if  such  a  virtual  recognition  of  the 
sovereiffuty  of  Spain  at  that  time  in  East  Fioridiu 
founded  on  an  unac<}uaintance  with  facts,  could 
be  worth  anvtbing,  it  were  equalljr  good  as  re- 
gards New  Orleans,  respecting  which,  indeed,  it 
was  more  formal,  for  there  he  demanded  the  in- 
terposition of  the  Sovereign's  authority  to  rem- 
edy an  evil  arising  out  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
Intendant.  I  renew,  ^c. 

GfiORQB  W.  ERVINQ. 


Mr,  Erping  to  Don  JoU  Pizarro. 

Maobid,  July  28, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  iiad  the  honor  to  receive  your  ez- 
eellency's  note  of  the  26th  instant,  stating  the  un- 
official and  confidential  information  which  hae 
been  given  to  this  Government  respecting  the 
conduct  of  General  Jackson  in  Florida.  Being 
now  for  a  long  time  without  advices  from  my 


Government,  I  am  whoUy  unable  to  give  tlie  ex-^ 
planation  which  you  reqaire ;  bat  sImII  not  fail, 
in  pursuance  of  your  desire,  to  transmit  to  the 
United  States,  without  loss  of  time,  a  copy  of 
your  communication.  In  the  meanwhile,  if  your 
excellency  can  see  any  prospect  of  terminating, 
by  a  friendly  arrangement,  to  be  made  either  here 
or  at  Washington,  the  negotiations  pending  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  I  trust  that  these  re* 
ports  can  be  no  obstacle  to  its  success.  It  ought 
to  be  presumed  that  my  Government,  whose  just, 
sentiments  His  Majesty  is  well  persuaded  of,  haa 
acted  on  sufficient  motives ;  or  that,  if  its  officers 
have  transgressed  its  orders,  their  conduct  will 
be  disapprored  of.  The,  outrages  and  violences 
practised  on  the  persons  and  property  of  Amerl* 
can  citixens  for  many  years  past,  by  fpovernora 
and  other  officers  of  His  Majesty  in  his  Ameri» 
can  colonies,  in  contempt  of  the  rights  of  in^ 
dividuals,  of  the  Uw  of  nations,  and  the  exist* 
ing  treaty,  have  exciud  the  constant  reclama* 
tions  of  the  American  Government,  renewed,  by 
me  in  a  note  to  you  as  late  as  the  twelfth  instant. 
Does  your  excellency's  reply  to  that  note  give 
the  satisfaction  required  ?  Yet  the  moderation 
and  conciliatory  policy  of  my  Government  haa 
never  relinquisned  the  hope  of  obtaining,  by. 
conciliatory  means,  a  reparation  of  the  wronp 
which  it  has  suffered :  and  these  have  never  \fee^ 
taken  as  a  ground  for  suspending  negotiation. 
However,  then,  the  facts  now  in  question  may 
prove  to  nave  been,  I  hope  that  they  will  not  be 
made  an  impediment  to  such  an  amicable  prompt 
adjustment  of  all  the  points  in  discussion  be« 
tween  the  two  countries  as  may  remove  all  poe> 
sibility  of  future  collision,  and  Uy  the  foonda* 
tion  of  permanent  frieadsoip;  and  the  less  an 
impediment,  as  His  Majesty  havinff  long  since 
signified  his  disposition  .to  cede  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  the  military  operations  which  the 
United  States  may  be  foread  to  in  the  war  made 
on  them  by  the  savages  and  others  from  that 
territory  cannot  be  considered  important  as  effects 
ing  the  permanent  interests  of  Spain* 
1  renew,  dbc. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 


Don  Jboe  Pizarro  to  Mr.  Brving, 

Palace,  Augu$t  6, 1818. 

SiB :  I  have  received  your  esteemed  note  under 
date  of  the  28th  of  the  last  month,  in  reply  to 
mine  of  the  26th  of  the  same  monthj  touching 
the  positive,  although  as  yet  unofficial,  informa* 
tion  which  this  Government  has  respecting  the 
entrance  of  the  American  army,  under  the  com* 
maad  of  General  Jackson,  into  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory, and  the  taking  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  and 
its  garrison  as  prisoners  of  war,  with  other  cir- 
cumstances as  disagreeable  as  they  are  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  nations. 

You  are  pleased  to  make  known  to  me  that 
you  want  information  and  instructions  from  your 
Government  on  this  affair,  and,  consequently, 
that  you  are  not  in  a  situation  to  ^ive  me  the 
explanations  which  His  Majesty  might  desire; 
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krt  I  fnmntt  ittrteir,  froit  yoor  fcibd  ftMi,  thav 
yoo  will  iM>t  Alii,  without  1o«b  of  time,  to  eom- 
mupieate  th»  eontenti  of  mf  nofCe  to  yovr  Gtov^ 
eraaeor,  that  this  new  and  naexpeeted  olMtaele' 
which  praenio  itself  to  the  eoorte  of  the  peo6ktg 
ntgoliation  may  be  femoved.  Led^  no  doubt,  by 
the  MBe  desire' wliicb  animatn  me,  to  arrive  at 
the  wiehed*4br  arrangenBcnt,  yon  have  believed 
that  there  eoald  be  no  diffieolty  in  the  coatrnua* 
tlott  of  the  pending  neffotiafions,  whatever  jnay 
have  been  the  aaioveof  tie  oeearrenees  in  thePlor- 
idae;  and  in  support  of  thit  opinion,  yon  are  pleased 
toadd,that  inasmaeh  asihenegotiation  wasnotin- 
tervopied  in  eonseqnence  of  any  of  the  mib  com- 
mitted in  former  timet  by  the  Spanish  anihoritiee 
against  the  property  and  persons  of  American 
eitiveiie,  so  neither  oof  ht  it  to  be  suspended  in 
thiacMe  on  aceoontof  the  aforesaid  cTents,  of 
whatever  nature  they  may  have  been*  But  I 
ask  you  to  consider  what  an  immense  dill^rence 
there  is  between  the  two  oases.  Partial  violence  or 
injustice,  if  it  did  take  place  agaiast  one  or  more 
individuals  and  their  propertv,  although  it  may 
indirectly  fall  upon  and  touch  the  Gk>vemment' 
to  which  they  belong,  and  authorize  it  to  set  op 
claims,  and  even  to  ask  indemnity,  is  not  in  any 
manner  equal  lo  the  direct  offence  which  is 
aSited  to  the  majesty  of  a  Sovereign,  and  that 
of  the  nation  he  governs,  when  his  territory  is 
invaded  by  an  armed  force,  his  fortified-  towns 
beci^ed  and  tAken<  and  their  garrisons  made 
pvisoners  of  war.  These  acts,  essentially  hostile, 
do  »o€  admit  of  aay  ot^er  explanation  then  the 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  military 
chief  who  has  committed  them,  and  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  iaraded  territory ;  and  unless  this  is 
flret  done,  it  is  iDCoinpatible  with  decorum  and 
the  dignity  of  the  offended  nation  to  continue 
other  negotiations ;  for  these  are  acts  of  political 
ftiendskip,  which  arast  necessarily,  at  least,  be 
very  much  cooled  by  the  aforesaid  excesses,  until 
the  Governments  come  to  aa  understanding  upon 
a  point  which  Is  preliminarf  to  friendship. 

If  the  Onited  Skates  have  continued  the  neg6« 
tiations,  notwithstanding  any  particular  acts  of 
violence  which  may  have  occurred,  and  for 
which  the  King  has  aeve?  refused  to  make  sat- 
isfaction by  legttimato  meaaS)  Spain  has  given 
no  less  proofs  of  moderation  on  her  part,  bv  con- 
tinuing the  negotiations  notwithstanding  the  in* 
rasion  of  West  Florida  in  1810,  of  the  Island  of 
Amelia  more  recently,  and  the  immense  dama^ 
ges  which  the  commerce  and  the  subjects  of 
Spain  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  ar- 
mameikts  made  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
existing  treaty.  Without  renouncing  (for  His 
Majesty  never  can  renounce)  the  just  claims  and 
ri|[bl8  which  he  holds  to  be  manifest  on  these 
points,  he  has  continued  the  negotiation,  although 
prompt  justice  has  not  been  done  to  him  on 
them;  because  the  circtmistances  under  which 
some  of  them  took  place  may,  without  commit- 
ting, in  any  great  degree,  the  dignity  of  his  au- 
gust character,  give  room  to  hope  for  the  ar- 
vangement  of  the  whole  of  them,  in  the  final 


deeisioa  of  pendtog  aAtira,  U  is  not  sowith  thifr 
recent  aggression  which  took  place  in  the  midst- 
of  pence  and  of  negotiations;  it  was  unpro* 
voked,  and  was  committed  upon  a  territory  to 
which  the  United  pta^s  have  never  set  up  the 
least  pretension,  well  or  ill-founded;  and  waa 
the  act  of  a  considerable  corps  of  the  army, 
which,  with  alt  the  apparatus  of  war,  proceeded 
to  besiege  the  foris,  aad  to  make  prisoners  of 
their  small  garrisoas,  who,  in  the  con§deoce  of 
peacCf  could  only  have  been  suspicious  of  aa- 
attack  from  some  party  of  savage  Indians% 

The  circumstance  of  His  Majesty's  having 
offered  to  th»  United   States  to  exchange  the 
Floridas  for  a-  reasonable  equivalent,  far  fVoBa' 
exculpating  the  irregular  conduct  of  Qeneral 
Jackson,  as  you  suppose,  contributes  to  aggravate 
it  beyond  measure ;  because  it  is  the  height  of 
Tioleaec  and  of  insult  to  seize  by  force  the  very 
thing  which,  by  legal  and  honorable  meaos^ 
tbroug4i  an  exchiaoffc  mutoailjr  beneficial,  miffht' 
have  been  promptly  and-  easily  obtained.    His 
Majestf  hopes,  ikeo;  that  the  Qoverament  of 
the  United  States,  on  seeing  the  representation 
made  to  you  by  me,  and  that  which  will  have 
been  liltewi^  made  by  his  Minister  at  Washing- 
ton, will  disapprove  the  conduct   of  General 
JaclrsoD,  and  gire  orders  for*  the  evacuation  of 
the  Spanish  territory ;  not  only  because  the  dfg^' 
nity  of  the  King  and  the  laws  of  nations  require 
it,  but  on  account  of  the  interest  which  the 
American  Government  most  feel  in  sustaining 
before  the  world  the  opinion  of  its  good  faith, 
by  preserving  without  a  stain  that  reputation 
which  is  as  essential  to  Ckvemments  as  to  indi- 
viduals. 

While  this  hope  latrts,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  continue  discussions  with  you  upon  all 
or  any  one  of  the  points  of  the  pending  negotia- 
tion, as  I  have  indicated  in  my  other  note  of  this 
date ;  but  if  the  American  Qoveroment,  on  be- 
ing informed  as  to  the  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son  in  Florida,  should  not  disapprove  it,  by 
causinff  the  territory  of  Hfs  Majesty  to  be  evac- 
uated,! do  not  see  by  what  mode  the  prior  and 
Sreliminary  nature  of  this  new  occurrence  can 
e  conciliated  with  further  discussions  and  nego- 
tiations, until  that  incident  is  terminated  in  a 
manner  proper  and  corresponding  with  the  cbar^ 
acter  ana  dtgnity  of  both  Governments. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances,  d^. 

JOSB  PIZARRO. 


Don  Joie  Pixmro  to  Mr,  JErving. 

PkirLiiOB,  August  6, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  your  two  esteemed  notes  of  the  24th 
and  37th  ultimo,  you  were  pleased  te  reply  to 
mine  of  the  19tn,  relative  to  the  guaranty  of 
His  Majesty's  possessions,  formally  offered  by 
Mr.  Pinckney,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  their  behalf,  in  the  event 
of  His  Majesty's  agreeing  to  sell  or  cede  in  atty 
other  manner  to  the  United  States  the  two  Flor- 
idas.  or  that  part  of  West  Florida  lying  betwecD 
the  Mtasissippi  and  the  Mobile. 
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The  Mid:  etftioa  •  beipa  oo«  of  ihe  objiseu  o$ 
tiiApcadtag  nc^tiatioo  wlich  HU  Majesty  cod- 
tonpUtad  inakiog  to  the  United- States  iaooo- 
sidervtioii  of  a  jusc  eqaiFtleat,  it  was  very  nat- 
ual  that  be  ■aoald  reoiir  to  the  offer  made  to 
hiu  by  the  Ameriean  GbTeraneni  in-  this  con- 
tiafODey,  the  aceomplishiQeBt  of  which  would 
tean  to  remove manvdiiBcuUies^ at afibrding an. 
vnequhrocaA  proof  that  the  United  States  still 
nrelBrred  those  eonciUatory  disposUions  which 
oad  produced  Uiai  spontaneous  offer  on  the  paft 
of  the  United  Stales^  aad  wholly  unsolicited  by 
His  Majesty. 

Ia.replyiiiff*toyoar  note,  it  is  not  my  iAlfo- 
tion  to.  trouote  you  by  enffi^ng  in  a  discussion 
of  ^e  opinion  yoa  have  advanced,  that  the  guar* 
aaty  o&red  applied  o«ly  to  West  Louisiana; 
aad  I  shall  merely  recidl  to  your  attention  that, 
in  the  year  1803,  when  more  than  three  years 
l^ad  elapsed  since  the  retrocession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  this  fact  was  so  universally  known 
that  no  onCr  either  in  flurope  or  America,  could 
be  ienorant  of  it.  In  addition  to  the  treaty  of 
1801^  &  public?  and  solemn  act  had  been  issued, 
under  the  sign*manual  of  His  Maiesty,  in  1802, 
fof  the  delivery  of  the  colony  to  France ;  all  the 
acts  aad  publications  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  the  same  year,  (1802,)  and  the 
commencement  of  1803.  were  full  of  the  same 
snlirject ;  apd  the.  arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  fiu* 
lOjpey  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  colony 
of  the  French  Qoverom«nt,  was  matter  of  noto- 
riety. How,  then,  could>  a  public  character,  in 
the  situation  of  Mr.  Pinokneyr  be  ignorant  of  a 
fimt  constantly  referred  to  in  the  correspondence 
of  his  Government,  and  familiar  to  every  one| 
eren  moderately  conversant  with  politics^  who 
would  read  the  gazettes  of  the  day  7 

It  istherefiore  beyoad  a  doubt  that  Air.  Pincb 
aey  knew  that  Louisiana  belonged  to  France, 
aad^  that  the  guaranty  offered  by  him  to  His 
Majesty  was  that  of  his  possessions  on  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America  oeyond  the  Mississippi, 
or  to  the  westward  of  Louisianar^a  guaranty 
Uie  more*  interesting  at  that  period,  as -the  estab- 
lishment on  that  continent  oif  a  great  Power, 
like  that  of  France,  was  the  motive  which  a^ 
Plpftred  to  give  greater  importance  to  thei  acqui* 
sition  of  the  Floridas  by  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  guaranty  offered  to  Spain,  as  part  of  their 
purchase  of  them. 

The  conuadiction  wiuch  yon  conceive  exists 
between  this  explanation  and  the  terms  employed 
in  Mr«  Pinckney's  offer^is,  ia  my  judgment,  en- 
tirely without  ibundatton.  AH  your  difficulty 
coasisu  in  the  inquiry,  what  were  the  places  on 
the  Mississippi  that  Mr.  Pinckney  might  demand 
of  Spain,  whiob  did  not  form  part  of  Louisiana  ? 
or  wnat  was  pointed  out  by  him  in  the  phrase 
"*  certain  tracts  of  country  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  V^  dbc.  To  which  I  reply  that  thev 
were  Manchac^  Batoa  Rouge,  and  the  whole  left 
bank  of  the  river  from  Manchac  to  the  river 
Iberville,  which  communicates  with  the  lakes 
MaarapaSf  PontchartraiO}  and  Boigae.  tTon  like*- 
wiae  inquire  what  were  the  riveit.  which  rise  in 


the  United  Stales,  and  rui^  thtoiigh  the  Spanish « 
teiffitory  7  I  reply  that  Mr.  Pinckaev  pointed, 
our,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  expressly  named, 
all  those  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile, 
which  rise  beyond  the  thirty-flrst  degree,  and 
emi^y  4ttto  toe  Gulf  of  Mezieo,  namely,  the 
Amite,  the  Pearly  the  Pascagoola,  and  the  Mobile' 
itself,  together  with  other  smaller  intermediary 
streams.  The  territory  watered  by  them  was 
that  which  Mr.  Pinckney  wished  to  purchase  of 
Spain  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  n^oti- 
atii^  4he  parohase  of  Louisiana  at  Paris.  This 
was,  and  is,  the  territory  forming  part  of  West 
Florida,  as  admitted  by  Mr.  Pinckney ;  it  is  that 
which  is  cspresslv  dteiartd  by  the  American 
geographer^  Mr.  KlUooil^  to  belong  to  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  after  the  ac<^nisition  of  Louisiana 
by  the  United  States  j  and  it  is  that  which  Spain* 
continued  in  possession  of,  even  after  the  deliv- 
ery of  Louisiana  to  France  and  to  the  United 
States.uotil  she  was  violently  dispossessed  of  it- 
in  1810,  during  His  Majestjr's  absence. 

What  is  stated  in  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proceedings  of  the  Inteodaat  at 
New  Orleans^  by  no  means  proves  that  that 
Minister  understood  that  Louisiana  was. still  to. 
continne  in  the  po^isession  of  Spain,  as  it  morely 
referred  to. a  fact  connected  with  the  actual  pos- 
session and  exercise  of  jurisdiction,  which  Spain 
still  preserved  so  long,  as  the  delivery  of  the  col- 
ony to  France  was  not  actually  carried  into 
execution. 

These  points  being  established,  in  relation  tu 
the  aforementioned  guaranty,  its  objects,  an4 
circumstances.  His  Majesty's  attention  has  ne^ 
oessarily  been  called  to  the  pMitive  certainty 
which  yon  appear  to  lay  down  ia  your  ansrwer, 
that  the  United  States  will  notaaree  to  any  kind 
of  guaranty,  notwithstanding  the  offer  above 
referred  to;  and  to  the  demand  you  seem  to  ad* 
vanoe,  as  a  preiiminarv  condition  of  your  stating 
your  ideas  on  the  estaolishment  of  the  interme- 
diary desert  or  neutral  territory  bilween  the.pos* 
sessions  of  the  two  countries,  that  His  Majesty 
shall  renoilnce  all  further  pretensions  in  relation 
to  the  said  guaranty. 

The  offer  of  it,  as  I  have  had  the  honor  r»* 
peatedly.to  state,  having  been  voluntarily  made 
on. the  part  of  the. United  Stales,  in  contempla- 
tion of  an  event  now  under  consideration,  and  it 
being  one  of  the  means  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote a  final  adjustment.  His  Majesty  has  also 
charged  his  Minister  in  the  United  States  to. 
negotiate  with  their  Qovernment  upon  that  point* 
It  therefore  appears  to  be  unseasonable  to  give 
up  this  pretension,  which  you  seem  to  require 
to  enable  you  to  explain  yourself  upon  other 
points  wholly  unconnected  with  it|  and,  as  I 
have  not  expressed  to  you  that  the  said  guaranty 
is  to  be  a  condition  suie  gua  non  of  the  defiai* 
tive  arrangement,  although  your  Qovernment 
objects  to  It,  I  do  not  at  present  see  any  incoove* 
nience  in  your  explaining  yourself  at  once  upon 
other  points,  as  I  have  already  invited  you  to  do 
in  my  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  without  preju^ 
dine  lo  what  may  be  agreed  upon  between  Do» 
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Lniff  de  OdIs  and  the  American  CfOFernment,  as 
well  in  respect  to  the  said  guaranty  as  to  the 
other  objects  of  the  negotiation. 

I  persaade  myself  tnat,  in  the  present  com* 
mnnication.  as  well  as  in  those  which  have  pre- 
ceded it,  you  will  discover  fresh  proofs ''of  His 
Majesty's  desire  to  conclude  an  arrangement 
upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory;  and  I  seize 
this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you  the  assur- 
ances of  my  distinguished  respect. 

I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  PlZARRO. 


Mr*  Endng  to  Don  Jote  Pisarro. 

Madrid,  Augwt  9, 1618. 

BiR :  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  two  notes  of 
the  6th  instant. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  call  in  question  (he 
importance  of  those  circumstances  which  you 
enumerate  as  of  a  nature  to  have  rendered  uni- 
versally notorious,  in  1803,  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana to  France  in  1800;  but  not  having  in  mv 
bands  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Pinckney  wltn 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  from 
which  I  might  be  able  to  ascertain  what  know- 
ledge he  may  have  had  on  the  subject ;  to  what 
an  extent  and  at  what  neriod  he  was  instructed 
relative  to  the  proposals  which  he  made  to  Ce- 
vallos,  I  have  been  forced  to  conclude  that  such 
notoriety  had  not  reached  him,  or  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  true  boundaries  of  Louisiana. 
It  may  have  been,  also,  that  notwithstanding  the 
treatv  of  1800,  and  notwithstanding  the  royal 
ceduia  of  1802,  that  Minister  may  have  doubted 
in  1803  of  the  bona  Me  transfer  to  France,  see- 
ing that  the  colony  t*hen  still  remained  under  the 
Government  of  Spain.  It  is  onlj  by  such  sup- 
positions that  I  can  account  for  his  proposing  to 
purchase  of  Spain  territories  which  bad  been 
ceded  to  France^  and  to  guaranty  territories  of 
HisOatholic  Maiesty  on  the  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi^ which  could  be  no  other  than  Louisiana; 
it  not  being  possible  for  me  to  imagine  that  he 
intended  liny  country  beyond  Louisiana,  much 
less  all  the  vast  colonies  of  Spain. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  observe,  that  it  no- 
where appears  in  Mr.  Pinckney's  communication 
that  the  acquisition  made  by  France  hftd  given^ 
as  you  conjecture,  importance  in  the  mind  of 
that  Minister  to  the  acquisition  sought  fbr  by 
the  United  States:  on  the  contrary,  he  is  very 
explicit  in  the  motives  which  he  assitirns  for  his 
oner;  these  arose  out  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
Intendant  at  New  Orleans,  which  had  confirmed 
an  opinion  previously  entertained  in  the  United 
States,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  far  them 
to  acquire  some  permanent  establishment  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  on  the  Mobile. 
To  that  end  Mr.  Pinckney  asks  for  the  whole  of 
His  Majesty's  possessions  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  for  what  is  *^  between  that  river 
and  the  Mobile."  This  proposal  includes  New 
Orleans  of  course.  And,  again,  he  speaks  of  the 
^indispensable  necessity  of  their  (the  United 


States)  possessing  a  auitable  establishment  on 
that  river,"  meaning  the  Mississippi.  Here  also 
he  alludes  to  New  Orleans,  or,  if  not,  to  other 
points  within  the  territory  of  Louisiana.  Now, 
though  it  should  be  allowed  that  Mr.  Pinckney, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Bllicott,  had  fallen  into  the  error 
of  supposing  that,  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  the  whole  of  West  Florida  yet  be- 
longed to  Spain,  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Bllicott 
could  have  supposed  that,  after  such  cession.  New 
Orleans  belonged  to  Spain,  or,  indeed,  any  other 
such  point  on  the  Mississippi  as  Mr.  Pincknej 
sought  to  obtain. 

xhe  replies  of  your  excellency  to  these  quea- 
tions  of  mine,  which  you  consider  as  constittt^ 
ing  the  principal  force  of  my  argument,  but 
wbich  ofier  to  you  no  difficulty,  only  prove  that 
our  opinions,  as  to  what  districts  are  comprised 
within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  are  at  variance; 
and  since  they  prove  nothing  more,  I  may  be 
excused  from  now  entering  into  the  various  rea- 
sonings by  which  either  Government  has  sup- 
ported its  pretensions. 

Tour  excellency  supposes  that  Mr.  Pinckney^a 
negotiation  was  concurrent  with  that  contem- 
plated, and  then  on  the  point  of  being  made, 
with  the  French  Government,  for  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana ;  that  it  was  therefore  he  sought  to 
procure  '*  places  of  deposite  on  the  mouths  of 
navigable  rivers"  passing  through  the  Floridas. 
But,  Louisiana  purchased  of  France,  Mr.  Pinek- 
ney's  great  purpose  to  **  secure  to  the  citizens  of 
one-half  of  the  United  States  the  certain  means 
of  exporting  their  products"  was  obtained.  H« 
wanted  a  ''permanent  establishment"  on  the 
Mississippi ;  he  could  not  have  desired  a  better 
than  New  Orleans.  It  was  not  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  points  of  entrepot  on  such  streams  as  the 
Amite,  the  Pearl,  and  the  Pascagoula,  and  those 
intermediate,  which  are  too  diminutive  to  find  a 
place  on  the  chart,  orti  name,  that  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney could  have  thought  of  effecting  his  object, 
'*to  secure  to  the  citizens  of  one-half  of  the  uni- 
ted States  the  certain  means  of  exporting  their 
products f  these  were  not  the  "navigable  rivers" 
which  be  spoke  of;  he  could  no<  be  desirous  of 
obtaining  these  little  spots,  while  Mr.  Monroe 
was  purchasing  at  Pans  real  entrepots,  rich  ter^ 
ritories  on  both  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
rivers  which  come  some  hundred  leagues  from 
the  interior,  which  may  carrv  on  their  capacioua 
surfaces  the  products,  not  or  America  only,  but 
of  the  whole  world ;  while  the  United  States 
were  acquiring,  in  fine,  (according  to  their  con- 
struction,) the  very  territory  in  which  the  above- 
mentioned  rivulets  as  well  as  the  more  important 
Mobile  run. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  Mr.  Pinckney's 
knowledge  of  the  then  state  of  affairs,  whatever 
were  his  views  or  offers,  his  plan  of  a  guaranty 
was  not  reproduced  iii  the  negotiation  which  soon 
afterwards  took  place  at  Araojuez,  by  this  special 
mission  of  which  he  was  a  member ;  the  actual 
negotiations  are  but  a  renewal  of  that  which  then 
failed.  If  the  United  States  then  abstained  from 
offering,  or  refbsed  co  give  «  guaranty,  a  fortiori, 
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thef  will  do  80  low.  Under  no  eircttmsMuice* 
whatever  could  the  offer  made  by  Mr.  PiDckaey, 
not  accepted  at  the  time,  have  been  bindiog  upon 
the  United  States,  or  hare  formed  a  rule  for  its 
coDdoct  in  subsequent  negotiations;  much  less  can 
that  offer  be  admitted  to  consideration  at  this  day, 
nnder  a  total  change  of  circumstances  and  of 
relatiye  possession  in  the  territories  which  were 
then  the  subject  of  n^otiation. 

Vour  excellency  seems  surprised  at  the  confi- 
dence with  which  I  assure  yon  that  the  United 
States  will  not  give  any  guaranty  of  any  part  of 
His'llajesty's  oossesaions.  I  beg  your  ezcellescy 
to  be  persuadea  that  I  have  not  spoken  at  haiard. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  no  such  guaranty  will 
be  given,  upon  any  consideration  whatever ;  and, 
therefore,  nothiog  was  more  reasonable  than  that, 
IB  treating  with  you,  I  should  preteod  to  iiave  it 
altogether  excluded  from  our  view.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  neeotiationi  lifter  it  has  been  re- 
jieatedly  transferred  and  retransferred  from  Mad- 
rid to  Washington,  it  were,  on  my  psrt,  worse 
than  a  waste  of  time  to  encourage  a  discussion 
on  an  article  which  I  know  to  be  in  aoy  form 
inadmissible.  It  would  be  a  procrastination  al- 
most criminal  in. this  most  pressiog  and  difficult 
crbis  of  our  affiiirs;  oor  would  it  comport  with  the 
sinoeritjr  which  has  marked  all  my  communica- 
'tions  with  your  excellency,  since,  as  no  reason 
for  taking  the  ffuaraoty  into  cousideration  in  the 
year  1818  can  be  derived  from  what  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  proposed  in  the  year  1803. 
even  *' voluntarily, ''  m  *"  the  most  plain  terms," 
or  by  the  express  orders  of  bis  Government,  such 
a  course,  far  from  facilitating  a  general  arraage- 
ment,  as  y<>u  bave  supposed,  could  not  but  retard 
it,  and  might  possibly  so  retard  it  as  to  be  fatal 
to  it.  Your  excellency  ought,  then,  to  oooclode 
that  the  answer  which  will  be  given  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  on  this  point  will,  in  substance, 
oonibrm  to  that  which  I  have  given ;  and  since, 
ns  you  inform  me,  the  gnaraoty  is  not  made  hsine 
qua  fion  by  His  Majesty's  Qovernm^nt,  I  trust 
that  it  will  be  altogether  put  aside. 

Your  excellency's  other  note,  reapeciinf  the 
conduct  of  General  Jackson,!  shall  haated  totrana- 
mit  to  my  Governmeat,  together  with  your  note 
of  2dth  July  Ob  the  same  subject.  Thovgh  I 
should  allow  all  force  to  the  distinction  wbich  your 
excellency  makes  between  this  case  and  those 
acu  of  His  Majesty's  viceroys^and  other  officers 
in  America,  of  which  the  Giovernment  of  the 
United  States  and  its  citizens  have  had  sach  Se- 
quent reasons  to  complain,  and  though  it  should 
not  be  allowed  that* an  accumulation  of  such 
wrongs  makes  a  case  as  strong  as  can  be  stated, 
yet  it  would  suffice  to  show  that,  amongst  the 
acts  referred  to,  could  be  found  at  any  time  pre- 
tcxta  for  breaking  off  negotiation ;  and  this  would 
not  be  difficult.  The  moderation  and  conciliatory 
policy  of  the  American  Government  has  been 
put  to  the  severest  trials ;  but,  far  from  desiring 
to  make  out  such  acta  a  plea  for  discontinuing 
negotiation,  they  seem  to  me  to  press  upon  us  the 
necessity  of  hastening  to  its  conclusion* 

If,  then,  your  excellency  ia  now  prepared  to 


make  aoy  aucb  propoaais  for  a  general  arrans^ 
ment  of  the  points  in  discussion  specified  in  Mf  • 
Adams's  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of  January  16th  asj 
am  authorized  to  accept,  I  shall  adopt  them  with- 
out hesitation ;  but  if,  from  whatever  cause,  your 
excellency  should  not  be  disposed  to  offer  such 
proposals,  then  I  entreat  you,  considering  the 
great  importance  of  the  matter,  and  the  delicaoy 
of  my  situation  in  r^ard  to  it,  as  explained  to 
you  on  a  similar  occasion  last  year,  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  make  to  me  such  an  explicit 
communication  as  will  enable  me  to  show  to  my 
Government,  wi(h  a»  little  delay  as  possible,  that 
it  is  out  of  my  power  to  conolnde  a  treaty  bare. 

To  give  to  your  excellency  the  most  con  vine* 
log  proof  of  my  earnestness  to  oontribttte  as  £ar 
as  pospibke  to  the  desired  objeoi,  I  will  accede  to 
your  instances  by  stating,  in  precise  terms,  my 
proposal  of  the  deaert  which  I  first  suggested  to 
you  in  our  conferences  pf  the  3d  and  5(b  Jul^f, 
after  your  excellency  had  assured  me  of  Hie 
Majesty's  intention  to  ratify  the  convention  of 
18(3.  That  important  point  being  settled,  audi 
at  ihe  same  time,  His  Majesty's  diapoaitioas  to 
cede  his  possessions  to  the  east  of  the  Miasia- 
sippi  for  a  reasonable  equivalent  beiof  announcedi 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  remainmg  reclama- 
tions of  the  United  States  might  eaaily  he  ad- 
justed in  the  ^*  transaction  $"  and,  therelore,  that 
the  only  real  existing  difficulty  was  to  establiali 
the  boundary  on  the  west,  between  the  possea- 
sions  of  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States}  or,  in  other  words,  to  determine  the  es* 
tent  of  territory  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  to  be 
ceded)  to  His  Majesty.  The  line  of  the  Colo- 
rado appeared  to  be  objectionable  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  without  a  guaranty,  auch  as 
it  is  impossible  for  the  United  States  to  give.  I 
proposed  to  substitute  for  it  what  I  considered  as 
better  for  Spain— <*a  barrier  between  its  posses- 
sions and  those  of  the  United  States.  1  now 
propose,  then,  that  the  desert,  which  is  to  form 
this  barrier,  be  of  thirty  leagues  breadth ;  that  is, 
fifteen  leagues  on  the  riyht  bank,  and  fifteen 
leagues  on  the  left  bank  ol  the  Colorado,  and  ex- 
tending in  length  from  the  mouth  of  that  river 
aa  high  up  towards  its  source  as  the  thirty-seeoad 
degree  of  latitude.  If  Spain  should  not  consider 
it  necessary  that  the  desert  should  be  as  broad  as 
thirty  leagues,  she  may  diminish  it  on  her  own  side 
of  the  river  as  much  as  she  may  judge  fit.  Within 
the  desert  no  persona  shall  be  admitted  .to  settle 
or  establish  themaelvea;  and  each  party  may 
eatablish  military  posta  on  its  own  pprtion  of  the 
desert  for^  the  purposie  of  keeping  off  intruders  or 
settlers  of  any  kind. 

This  proposal,  which  originatea  in  a  sinocre 
desire  on  my  part  to  meet  as.  nearly  as  possible 
the  views  of  your  excellency,  I  hope  may  prove 
acceptable  to  His  Majesty's  Government;  but, 
in  making  it,  I  must  at  the  same  time  beg  leave 
to  slate,  explicitly,  that  in  case  it  should  not  be 
accepted,  and  become  the  means,  as  I  trust  it 
will,  of  enabling  us  to  settle  by  treaty,  to  be  now 
made  here,  all  the  other  points  in  discussion,  then 
it  cannot  be  recurred  to  or  have  aoy  force  in 
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-ftoure  negotiitkms,  either  here  or  at  Washing- 
*toD,  or  be  considtred  at  nny  time  hereafter  as  in 
anywise  bfodioff  my  GotemmeDt,  either  fn  what 
relates  to  the  Colorado  instead  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte  M  the  bomidary  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  what  relates  to  a  desert  on  that  boundary. 

I  renew  to  yoar  exedlency  assaraoces  of  my 
very  distiogaished  eonsideratton, 

GBOROB  W.  SRVING. 


_  « 

Don  Jo$§  Pizano  U  JUr*  Mrvimg, 

PauAoa,  JkitguU  11, 1818. 

The  letters  of  Don  Lois  de  Oois,  ander  date  of 
Mtb  June  last,  assure  us  ^hat  it  was  publicly 
-known  iU  the  United  States,  and  inserted  in  the 
gasettes  of  that  eoentrj,  that  General  Jackson, 
OODliflUinjr  his  hostile  loenrsions  within  the  ter- 
rttery  of  His  Majestv*  in  the  Floridas.  had  taken 
Vy  aesaalt  the  fortified  town  (pittva)  of  Penta- 
eola,  whose  small  garrisov,  it  is  said,  did  its  doty 
and  preserved  the  honor  of  the  King's  arnM,  bv 
Ibreiefy  resisting,  as  far  as  it  was  pmiblefor  ft 
to  do,  the  unjust  and  unexpected  aggressor. 

Although,  as  yet,  no  direct  information  has 
Wen  received  from  the  Floridas  respecting  these 
disagreeable  events,  no  doubt  now  remains  that 
General  Jackson,  trampling  underfoot  all  laws, 
has  committed  iu  the  territory  of  His  Majesty 
outrages  and  excesses  of  which  there  are  few  ex- 
amples in  the  eiyilized  world.  It  will  one  day  or 
other  be  stated  with  surprise,  that  the  theatre  of 
aoch  devastation  and  unprovoked  offence,  in  the 
midst  of  peace,  was  the  very  same  on  which 
Spain,  not  many  yeare  since,  shed  her  blood  and 
poured  out  her  treasures  fbr  the  United  States, 
in  the  days  of  ibeir  calamity. 

After  what  I  have  had  the  honor  of  staling  to 
you  in  my  notes  of  the  &6lh  of  last,  and  6ih  of 
the  present  month,  in  consequence  t)f  the  ftrst 
hostilities  and  excesses  of  Ckneral  Jackson  In  the 
Floridas^  I  will  only  now  add,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  occurrenee  at  Pensecola,  the  King  has 
comiiiaeded  me  to  communicate  to  his  Minister 
in  Washington  the  most  eapress  orders  that,  at 
the  same  time  be  presents  to  the  Government 
there  the  most  solemn  protest,  in  tbe  name  of  His 
•Majesty,  against  the  invasion  of  th^e  Floridas, 
and  against  the  taking  of  the  forts  of  St.  Mark 
end  Peosacola  bv  the  American  troops,  he  aihould 
•aolicii  that  the  thio|8  be  placed  la  the  same  state 
«Dd  siitiation  in  which  they  were  before  the  in- 
vasion ^  and  that  the  artillery,  munitions,  and 
efiVctfr  which  were  found  in  St.  Mark's  and  Pen- 
eaeola  at  the  time  of  their  surrender,  should  be 
delive>ed  to  the  Spanish  governors  of  that  terri- 
tory |  that  reparation  be  made  by  tbe  American 
Government  for  what  may  have  been  destroyed 
in  them,  and  that  it  be  accountable  for  the  dam- 
UjSeaand  injuries  occasioned  by  the  said  aggres* 
aions ;  and  i  have  likewise,  by  royal  order,  ap- 
prixed  the  said  Don  Luis  de  Oois  that  he  should 
give  advice  of  the  result  of  these  proceedings 
without  delay,  that  it  may  be  known  to  His 
Majesty. 

The  King  peraoades  htmaelf  that  the  (3K>vern- 


ment  of  the  United  States- will  not  refuse  an  act 
of  justice  so  becominj;  its  good  faith ;  and  I 
send  to  you  this  exposition,  to  the  end  that  you 
mav  transmit  it  to  your  Government  in  connexion 
with  those  which  preceded  it,  and  with  tbe  same 
object. 

1  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration,  dbc. 

JOSB  PIZAHttO. 


Mr*  Rrvimg  io  JDkm  Jon  iVcemo. 

Maorio,  A%^;tat  14, 1816. 

Silt :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  ex- 
cellency's note  of  the  11th  instant,  containing  the 
information  which  you  have  received  from  Hb 
Majesty's  Minister  in  the  United  States,  respect- 
ing an  assault  made  on  the  place  of  Pensacofa  by 
General  Jackson,  and  commupicatrng  to  me  the 
orders  which  His  Majesty  has  consequently  given 
to  that  Minister.  I  shall  not  lose  a  moment  in 
transmitting  to  my  Government  a  copy  of  your 
excellency's  note,  having  ahread v  despatched  your 
two  former  communications  relative  io  the  ante- 
rior proceedings  of  General  Jackson. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGB  W.  ERVINQ. 


Don  J$u  Pixarro  io  Mr.  Erving* 

Palaoe,  Augtut  89,'  1816. , 

Sin:  A  coBiittuaiionof  disagreeable  intelligence 
on  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  late  events 
in  the  Floridas,  and  on  the  hostile  proceedings  Of 
tbe  American  General^  Jadcson,  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  within  the  limits  of  those 
provinces  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  has  been  re- 
ceived at  this  office.  In  addition  to  the  facts  to 
which  I  called  your  attention  in  my  notes  of  88th 
July  and  6th  and  lltb  instant,!  have  now  before 
a»e  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  which  appears  to 
have  resulted  from  the  hostiHties  committed  b|r 
the  Qeneral  before  the  place  of  Pensacola,  in  con- 
sequence of  wbieh  the  Spanish  gerrison  has' been 
sent  to  Havana. 

In  my  former  notes  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to 
yao  that^  notwithstanding  tbe  particular  oharae- 
•ler  of  violence  which  eppeara  to  have  mavked 
the  operations  of  General  Jackson  from  his  first 
movements  in  Florida,  His  Majesty,  willing  to 
aUribute  thoee  acts  to  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
that  officer^  wee  persuaded  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  49tates  would  not  hesitate  to  disap- 
prove, as  soon  as  they  should  he  informed  of 
them,  and  that,  in  consequence,  suitable  orders 
would  be  given,  not  only  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
invaded  territory,  but  also  for  tbe  indemnity  of 
all  injuries  sustained,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
property  belonging  as  well  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment as  to  its  subjects,  and  likewise  that  of 
foreigners  then  under  the  protection  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed, 
without  offering  an  insult  to  the  good  faith  of 
the  American  Government,  that  they  would  ^e- 
lay  to  give  this  satisfaetioo  to  a  friendly  Power, 
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«td  iliit  tvslimotty  to  all  otrilbitd  aAtioM  of 
their  rtspeet  for  the  principles  of  aocial  order. 

it  ie  with  great  regret  that  Hie  Majesty  per* 

oeives,  by  labeeqaeiit  advioes  firom  his  JAiaister 

at  WaBhingtoa,  that  the  first  ezoeneeof  Qeaeral 

JadDTOD  haTiDg  reeeired  no  marks  of  disappto* 

hattoD,  he  had  not  hesitated  to  porsve  his  rio- 

lenees  by  forcibi]r  taking  poesesston  of  everything 

within  the  Spanish  territory,  when  he  met  wH h 

resistaaes  from  the  few  feebk  garrisons,  attacked 

in  a  state  of  profotmd  peace  by  a  large  fone, 

which  their  honor  rendered  an   indispenanhle 

^oty.    In  fine,  His  Majesty's  territory  has  been 

shaaUfally  inradcdi   his  torts  and  places  have 

been  violently  seized  on ;  their  garrisons  made 

prisoners,  and  convoyed  oat  of  the  province  in 

wfaich  they  were  employed  in  His  M^sty^  ser* 

viec ;  and  on  the  Bpnnish  soil  saajgninary  exeeo* 

tions  hav^  taken  plnee  of  the  snbjscU  ot  Powers 

in  amity  with  the  King— an  ace  of  harhaiily 

glossed  over  with  thefonnsof  jasticdaad  thereby 

rendered,  on  considering  the  natare  of  the  place 

and  ether  cironmstnnces,  a  refinement  of  oroe%* 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  these  esccsscs  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  at 
Washington }  but  as  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  measores  have  bMO  taken  to. restrain  thomi 
or  give  thcrBpanish  Gtovernmeat  the  only  satis* 
faction  admissible,  in  this  stnie  of  things,  His 
Majesty  has  tbooght  it  becoming  km  iMuor,  and 
that  of  the  nntion,  to  direct  me  lo  renew  to  yoOi 
as  I  now  do,  the  most  solemn  protest  against  the 
whole  proceedings  of  Qeneral  Jackson  from  the 
moment  of  his  entry  into  the  ^Joridas ;  and, 
moreorer,  to  the  end  that  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner lay  the  same  before  your  Qovernment,  that; 
in  convideration  of  the  nature  of  the  said  injuries 
and  acts  essenttally  hostile,  the  course  of  the 
pending  negotiations  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments shall  be,  and  accordingly  is,  suspended 
nnd  iniermpted,  oatil.  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  mark  the  conduct  of  General 
Jackson  ina  manner  correspondent  with  its^good 
laith,  which  appears  to  be  no  other  than  bf  dis- 
npproviog  the  afore«mentioned  excesses,  girving 
orders  to  reinstate  everything  as  it  was  prcTioos 
to  the  invasion,  and  inflicting  a  suitable  punish- 
ment on  the  author  of  such  flagrant  disorders. 

Ii  isei  oMtter  of  great  concern  to  His  Mijesty 
lo  be  wider  the  necessity  of  making  this  declare- 
lion,  which  is  more  the  necessary  eifeat.of  ihe 
.saliire  of  things  tbaa  an  act  of  bis  royal  will  $  it 
having  been  his  constant  wish  and  endeavor  to 
oombine  a  suitable  arrangement  of  the  point  in 
discussion  between  the  twoGovernmenis  with 
an  activity  wiiich  is  evident;  but  the  partial 
world  cannot  ftkil  to  admit  the  impropriety,  in 
the  present  posture  of  .things,  of  contmuiDg  negO' 
tiatioos  which  sappose  a  state  of  perfect  political 
friendship  nt  the  very  momcat  when  eaormous 
injuries  are  committed,  equally  unprovoked  and 
onprecedented. 

The  occupation  of  the  greater  and  the  best 
part  of  Wect  Florida  by  the  United  States -^in 
1810,  by  which  His  Msjesty  was  dispossessed, 
during  his  captivity,  of  thcpm^eful  occupation  of 


ihnt  teriitory,  nsder  theptetenoe  of  claims  wUch, 
even  if  well  lisunded,  ougkt  never  to  have  been 
enforced  by  acts  of  violence,  and  the  more  recent 
invasion  of  Amelia  Island,  were  acts  of  the  same 
nature  and  tendency  with  those  alluded  to; 
equally  uojust  in  their  nrinciples,  and  in  like 
manner  remonstrated  ana  protested  against  by 
Spain  j  but  as,  from  the  mode  and  circumstances 
atiendmg  them,  they  were  less  offensive,  His 
Majesty,  aotnated  by  sentiments  of  moderation, 
thought  that  he  might  await  the  period  of  the 
definite  arrangement  of  the  pendii^  diffcrenccsi 
which  was  sf^edily  looked  for. 

But  nothing  of  the  same  nature  has  oceuned 
in  the  preient  case.  No  claim  to  ihe  territory 
in^^ded  by  Qeneral  Jackson,  whether  founded 
or  unfounded,  has  been  advanced  by  the  Ameii- 
caa  Government.  No  revolution  of  the  inhdM- 
tsnts,  real  or  supposed^  offered  a  pretext  |  no  pre* 
vious  agressions  by  banditti,  as  was  urgea  4m 
the  occasion  of  the  unjust  occupntioa  of  Amdht 
Island.  The  Spanish  flaff  waved  on  the  fortresses 
of  St.  Mark  and  Pensacola  at  the  time  they  wtre 
attacked;  and,  to  complete  the  ofimce,  that  tor* 
riiory  was  seised  on  by  vtolenee  which  His  fila- 
jesty  had  offered  to  cede  to  thes.United  Smtes,  «n 
the  pending  negotiation,  by  mcains  of  an  honor- 
able arrangcnMnt;  from  which  it  appears  that  a 
forcible  occupation  was  preferred  to  a  pcaceM 
acquisition,  resulting  from  the  generous  irieod- 
sbip  of  the  King. 

It  is  these  extraordinary  circumslaaoes  which 
have  convinced  His  Majesty  that  it  is  incom- 
patible with  the  honor  of  his  angust  character  to 
porsue  further  negotiation,  until  a  suitable  ter- 
mination be  put  to  an  incident  which,  from  its 
nature,  is  of  primary  importance,  and  claims  a 
preference  to  all  other  matters  now  treated  of  be- 
tween the  two  Govern ments<«*«n  incident  which, 
from  its  transcendent  moment,  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing an  essential  and  thorough  change  in  the 
political  relaiioas  of  the  two  coontiies. 
.  At  the  same  time,  to  evince  the  moderate  and 
conciliating  disposition  which  characterizes  the 
conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government,  I  have  to 
add  that  His  Majesty,  in  directing  me  to  commu- 
nicate to  his  Minister  at  Washington  this  sus- 
pension of  the  negovaiion,  has  likewise  charged 
me  to  inform  him  that«  in  ease  the  Government 
of  the  United  l^tales  snould  have  given,  or  will 
give,  the  onljr  satiJaction  which  is  admissible  m 
the  present  case,  nnd  which  His  Ma/c^y  hasA 
right.to^iEpcct  from  the  jasiioe  and  good  faith 
of  that  Government,  he  will  be  at  liberty  to.  pee- 
ceed  in  the  negotiation  which  has  been  carried 
on,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of  consuil- 
ing  Hi»  Majesty,  or  of  awaiting  fresh  instructions 
auihoriziog  him  to  continue  it. 

In  making  this  communication  to  you,  sir,  i 
cannot  refrain  from  eipressing  the  deep  r^ret  I 
have  felt  at  the  unfortunate  occurrence  which 
has  thus  produced  an  unexpected  iiiierr|iption,at 
the  moment  1  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of 
seeing  the  political  relations  of  the  two  Go  rem- 
roents  established  on  the  solid  ba»i«  of  the.  most 
perfect  harmony  and  good  understanding. 
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I  renew  the  aBsurmcM  of  ..oiy  diiUofaitked 
eoniiderttioD,  and  pray  Qod  to  preierve  you 
many  years. 

JOSE  PIZARRO« 


Mr.  Erving  U  Don  Jo$t  Pizarro. 

Madrid,  Aiigtist  31, 181*8. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
exceileoov's  note  of  the  30th  [29tBj  instant,  and 
shall  not  lose  a  momeot  in  submitting  a  copy  of 
.it  to  my  Government. 

I  cannot  but  express  to  your  excellency  my 

•  sincere  regret  on  seeing  the  determination  taken 
•by  His  Majesty  to  suspend  the  negotiations,  in 
:  consequence  of  the  military  operations  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  in  Florida ;  which  regret  is  aug- 

•  BXeAted  by  considering  that,  on  the  6ih  of  August, 
when  your  excellency,  after  insisting  at  urge 

.  on  what  you  considered  to  be  the  violent  charac- 

I  ter.aad  unjustifiable  nature  of  those  proceedings, 

.nevertheless,  at  the  same  time, -invited  me  to 

'  continue  the  negotiation  here^  by  acQuiescing  in 

.(he  desire  expressed  in  your  note  of  July  19th, 

n&d  steting,  in  precise  terms,  my  proposal  of  a 

barrier  on  the  western  frontier  pt  Louisiana*-an 

invitation  which,  relying  on  the  ^ood  faith  in 

<  which  it  was  made,  and  having  .entire  confidence 

in  the  conciliatory  dispositions  of  your  excel- 

lencv,  I  had  no  hesitation  to  accept.    My  pro- 

posal  was  formally  stated  in  my  note  of  August 

9th.. to  which  your  excellency  has  not  seen  fit  to 

reply.    It  only  remains,  then,  for  me,  in  this 

placci  to  renew  the  reserve  expressed  at  the  end 

of  that. note,  and  to  declare  that  the  said  proposal 

cannot  be  considered  as  in  any  sort  binding  on 

my  Government  in  any  future  negotiation. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERViriG. 


Extract  of  a  fetter  from  Jtb'  Erving  to  Mr.  Adams 

dated 

Madrid,  September  20, 1818. 

The  paper  herewith  enclosed  is  a  copv  of  the 
.King  ot  Spain's  grant  of  lands  to  the  Cfount  of 
Punon  Rostro* 

THE  KINQ: 
•  My  Ctovernor  of  the  Floridas,  brigadier  the 
Count  de  Punon  Rostro,  submitted  to  me,  on  the 
3d  of  November  last,  what  follows : 

"  Sire :  The  brigaaier  Count  de  Punon  Rostro, 
grandee  of  Spain  of  the  first  class,  and.your  gen- 
tleman of  the  bedchamber  in  actual  attendance, 
-Ibc.,  with  the  most  profound  resnect,  submits  to 
•  your  Majesty :  That,  prompted  oy  the  desire  of 
promoting,  by  all  possible  means,  the  improvement 
of  the  extensile  waste  and  unsettled  land  pos- 
sessed by  your  Majesty  in  the  Americas,  which, 
by  their  fertility,  ofier  the  ffreatest  advantages, 
not  only  to  your  memorialist,  but  to  the  State,  pro- 
vided due  efiect,  as  is  hoped,  be  given  to  the  noble 
project  formed  by  your  Majesty's  memorialist  of 
converting  a  small  portion  of  those  deserts  into 
the  abode  of  peaceable  Christian  inhabttanta, 


whose  industry  will  inereaae  the  populaiioa  of 
your  kingdoms,  promote  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, and  thereby  add  immensely  to  your  royal 
revenues.  This  enterprise  should  be  conducted 
by  a  person  who,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
would  combine  the  intelligence  necessary  for 
comparing  the  progress  made  by  other  nations  in 
similar  situations,  and  particularly  by  the  United 
States,. which,  within  a  very  recent  period,  have 
advanced  their  power  to  an  extraordinary  height^ 
and  especially  in  the  instance  of  the  Mobile ' 
countrv,  adjoining  Florida,  which,  in  the  last  six 
years,  has  received  such  an  inftux  of  emigrants, 
as  to  -be  cpnverted  from  a  desert  waate  into  a 
rich  commercial  province,  highly  improved,  and 
peopled  with  more  |han  three  hundred  thonsand 
souls.  A  similar  change  would  be  efiected^  in 
Florida,  within  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  by  tiie 
adoption  of  judicious  arrangements,  and  by  those 
exertions  which  your  Majesty's  memorialist  pro- 
poses to  employ  for  the  promption  of  his  personal 
interest^  and, .  consequently,  that  of  the  State. 
Reiving,  then,  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  the 
lively  interest  felt  by  your  Majesty  in  the  national 
prosperity,  and  on  the  services  and  sacrifices  of 
your  Majesty's  memorialist,  he  humbly  re^ueats 
your  Majesty,  that,  taking  them  into  ooosidera* 
tion,  you  would  be  sraciously  pleased  to  grant 
and  cede  to  him,  in  full  right  and  property^  and 
the  mode  and  manner  required  by  la w^ll  the 
waste  lands  not  heretofore'  ceded  in  Florida, 
lying  between  the  river  Perdido,  westward  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  rivers  Amuraja  and  St. 
John,  from  Pope  to  the  point  wbere  it  empties 
into  the  ocean^  for  the  eastern  limit ;  and  for  tJie 
northern,  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States; 
and  to  the  south,  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  indu* 
ding  the  desert  islands  on  the  coast.  He  there- 
fore humblv  prays,  in  consideration  of  the  prem- 
ises^ and  the  unquestionable  advantages  to  be 
derived  by  the  nation,  that  your  Majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  this  his  petition,  and  thereupon 
direct  the  necessary  orders  to  be  given  to  the  local 
authorities  to  afford  him  all  doe  aid  and  protee- 
tion,  as  well  in  designating  the  territory  referred 
teas  in  giving  full  effect  to  the  whole  enterprise : 
all  which' he  hopes  from  the  munificence  oi  your 
Majesty." 

Having  taken  the  premises  into  consideration, 
and  foearUig  in  mind  the  distinguished  merits  or 
the  memorialist,  and. his  signal  seal  for  my  royal 
service,  ns  well  as  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by 
the  State  from  an  increase  of  populatioii  in  the 
countries .  the  cession  whereof  he  has  solicited,  I 
have  judged  fit n to  grant  to  him  the  same,  in  ao 
far  as  is  coafornaable  to  the  laws  of  these  my 
kingdoms,  and  to  make  it  known  to  my  Council 
of  the  Indies,  for  its  due  execution,  by  a  royal 
order  of  the  17th  December,  in  the  year  afore- 
mentioned;  wherefore,  I  charge  and  command 
you,  by  this  my  royal  ceduki,  with  due  observanee 
of  the  laws  to  such  cases  pertaining,  to  give  full 
and  effectual  aid  to  the  execution  of  the  said  ces- 
sion, taking  all  requisite  measures  for  its  accom- 
plishment, without  injury  to  any  third  party,  and 
to  the  end  that  the  said  Count  of  Punon  Hoatro 
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aaty  fisrtliwiih  carry  !■■  j^aoa  into  ezteailioB,  in 
^oatfbnmly  viik  nv  bcneioeitdetivca  in  fmtor  of 
tiM  a|^rioiiltitte«iia  coiameree  of  tho  «aid  terri- 
ioffks,  wbiok  rcsnnire  n  po^nriaiioD  proportiooad 
ta  alio  fertility  at  tl>e  foii  and  tbo  dmaco  and 
99etmij  of  the  eoastB,  h«  givipg  rtgnlar  accounts 
o£hi%  pfoofo#nga:  lor  each  is  nvy  will,  an^Uiat 
due  aoie  ba  -lami  of  tiie  present  otdola  io  tlM 
'Offiea  of  the  AcaouDiaiit  Oeacial  of  the  Indies. 
Done  M  tha  Faiaoe,  tke  6ifa  of  Fchraary,  ISia 

I.  THS  &m€K 

By  coinmaDd  of  our  lord  the  Kmg: 

ESTEVAN  VARJSA. 


To  tha  GmnNnraa 
take  tii0  •neesaiei 
tlia  fTfAl  in  IsTor 
a  tsaet  of  osonUy 
spaeififld* 

Bidy  noted  &a 
Oenenl  ^  NorUi 


•aa~a»a  F«iOaKPAS»  that  he  aiay 
J  meafasss  to  «i«e  dna  effect  to 
of  the  Count  of  Punon  Bottro  of 
•itaata  in  West  Fhtfidsjas  above 

tha  Mie9  of  tba  AeooMiunt 
Aa&anoa,  Madrid,  Match  13, 

JOBBff  HB  TfiXADA. 


JQpii  Luit  it  Onh  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Wa^BiMOTQif,  October  18, 1818 

fiia*:  Whilst  I  make  fcaofwa  to  yoo  'that  I  baya 
jrecei.T«d  new  ordau  aad  iaatruatlons  franfk  ny 
Court  taaresnina  the  Aegotiatioo  peadiag  betwaaa 
ibe  Ooaaromeat.of4ha  United  States  and  that  of 
Spain,  and  to  agaeewitb  you  as  t»  averything 
that  Qmy  ba  oonveoieataad  proper  to.give  elect, 
in  as  sboft  a  tione  as  possible,  to  the  desired  gene- 
ral and  dedAitife  arrangement  of  all  tbe  diffisr- 
ences  which  exist  between  the  two  Qovernments, 
I  ougbt  sifo  to  inform  you  that  Uis  CatboUc 
Majesty  ratified,  on  tbe  9tb  of  July  last,  tbe  con- 
veoiiaa  signed  aa  tbe  lltb  Augoat,  1802,  aad 
ratified  a  year  and  a  half  afier  wards  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  of  tbe  United  Statea.  I  have 
feceired  ;be  saiifioation  by  Hie  Majesty,  aad  aai 
laady  |o  proceed  with  you  to  tba  aacrespaadiDg 
eacban!ge,if  tbe  President  deems  it  proper;  bat 
1  ikiak  I  ought,  before  it  is  dona,  to  make  lo  yoa 
some  obserTations  oa  (his  point. 

Tba  King,,  my  maater,  agreed  lo  ratify,  at  tba 
time  he  difl,.tke.efmfeaiioa  of  1802,. as  wcH  lo 
eompliaiie<»  vith  the  Ttrhal  iotimaiioas  given  1% 
his  Seca^tary  of  Stale  by  Mr.  firnag,  Mioister 
PlaaipateaAiary  of  this  BapubUo,as  from  a  desire 
not  10  omit  on  bia  part  any  thing  which  aaifbt  t^ 
igieeabla  to  yottr  QovernnMot.  It  also  oocarrad 
tp  HiaMajeaiy  4bat  tbeca  migiki  beaome  obsftacfe 
or  del^^  in  tiM  desired  acma^smant  aad  de fiat* 
tif  a<agreeflMnt  raspeaiing  tbe  pamliaf  difforeoaas 
beia^een  ibe  twoOovernments  $  and  the  afor«Miid 
catificaiton  of  that  convention  being  repreaaated 
to  lum  as  a  aonciliatoiy  maasoBe«aod  very  agiaa* 
aWa  to.  tha  Uaited  Sta&es,  ha  tlid  not  delay  aa 
ia«(ant  io  aocediag  lo  it.  Bot  you  know. very 
well  that  all  tha  points  comprabended  io  that 
coavaniion  form  part  of  tbe  pendiag  negotiatioi^ 
iod  that  the  general. and  definitive  arraofeafient 
whiab  i  hope  soon  to  oonclude  with  yoa  baiog 
iatanded  io  embrace  all  the  claims  to  wibiaa 
I5th  Cojf.Sd  Ssaa.— 60 


aitbar  Power  has  a  right  agaiast  the  other, 
all  tbo  diflereneee  which  exist  or  have  heretefofa 
existed  between  them,  that  convention  will  necea- 
sarily  be  abrogated,  the  poiats  to  which  it  is  lim« 
ifed  betag  iaelodod  in  tbe  said  arrangement  and 
deflaitive  treaty.  For  these  reasons,  which  are 
e^KMia  and  entirely  convinekig,  I  leare  it  to 
your  consideration  whether  we  should  proceed 
to  the  exehange  of  tbe  ratifications  of  the  si^ 
conveniioo,  or  wait  until,  the  first  basis  beiajg 
settled  and  agreed  upon  by  means  of  propositions 
I  wiH  instantly  make  to  yoo,  we  may^  be  able  to 
jodpne  whether  tba  general  and  defiaittve  treaty, 
which  mutt  potaa  end  in  a  solid  and  permanent 
maaaar  to  ail  thine  discussions,  will  be  concluded 
u  quickly  as  we  desire. 

I  await  your  answer,  and  in  the  meantime  I 
renew  to  you  the  assuraacee  of  my  constant  de» 
sire  to  aerae  you. 

Ood  preserve  yon  isaay  years. 

LUIS  !»  OlfiS. 


The  Seerttang  of  State  to  Dan  Luis  de  Oats. 

Dapaanmairf  or  Statb, 

WathmUm,  October  23,  ];819. 

Sir  :  I  bare  bad  tbe  baaar  of  receiving  your 
lacier  of  the  18th  instant,  aad  am  diraeted  by  tkia 
President  to  assure  yoo  of  the  great  uatiafacttoii 
with  which  he  has  ieamed  thait  voa  are  prepared 
to  exchange  tbe  tatiicatioas  or  tbe  convention 
of  1802. 

Anxtously  destroas  as  he  is  of  aeeiug  brought 
to  a  termination  uwtually  satisfactory  all  tba 
sufajecis  which  have  bean  so  long  in  discussiao 
betwecQ  tba  tvro  GoTeramaofts,  tbe  Presidaot 
receives  this  ratsficaidaaas  aa  aaraest  oa  tbe  past 
of  His  Gatbolie  Majesty  of  that  coaciiiatory  dia* 
pa^ioa  which  be  natters  bimaelf  cannot  fail  to 
estaad  lo  a  more  genaval  aad  salisfiMtory  adjuat- 
mant  of  all  she  otbar  lobjeau  in-  aoniroversy  ba- 
iwaea  us»  He  dwe ess.  m«^  tharefora,  to  accede  to 
your  ppoposaft  of  postpaniag  the  encbange  of  iba 
catificatians,  and  to  amnre  yon  that  1  aball  ba 
saady  to  veavife,  wbeaarec  tt  may  ba  aareeable 
>to  you,  the  propositioas  wbich  you  iaiorm  aue 
you  are  prepared  ta  make,  and  whiab  wiU  ba 
eansidafad  wjib  tba  moat  earnest  desira  of  estab- 
iiskiag,  by  a  prompt  and  honeeable  agrcameat, 
tJwaaoat  perfect  good  widaratandiag  and  barasuNly 
batawen  one  aoantsies. 

i  tender  to  yon,  air,  the  lenaarad  aasucaaca  of 
miv  Yery  distiaguisbed  aimsidaraiion. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAM& 


Dan  Lais  de  OnU  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
*    WAaHtNOTON,  October  24, 1818. 

Sib  :  Notwitbstaod^og  the  unfortUAaie  events 
which  have  occurred  since  April  last,  I  have  re- 
qelved  from  my  Court  solemn  assurances  of  tha 
sincere  desire  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  9^0 
every  ground  of  complaint  and  diisagreemeat  l|a^ 
tween  the  United  Slates  and  Spain  completely 
aemoved,  and  of  bis  earnest  wish  to  sire^gtboB 
and  cement  a  gaod  understanding  and  (lui  noat 
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eordial  friendship  Mween  the  two  nations. 
Htrlog  transmitted  to  His  Majesty's  Gtorero- 
ment  the  whole  eorrespondeoce  which  iatelf 
passed  between  us  here,  it  has  been  examined 
with  ihe  most  profound  attention  to  all  the  points 
embraoed  in  it.  A  multitude  of  authentic  papers 
and  original  documents,  of  the  most  unezeep- 
lionable  authority,  on  each  of  (be  scTeral  points 
iuTolved  in  the  controversy  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  that  of  His  Ma- 
jestv,  were  examined}  offering  incontestable 
evidence  of  all  the  rights  hitherto  sustained  by 
the  Crown  of  Spain^  and  refutinf^,  with  the 
clearness  of  truths  universally  admitted,  and  by 
facts  and  vouchers  equally  notorious  and  unques- 
tionable, the  reasoning  and  arguments  upon 
which  your  Qovernment  found  their  claims. 

It  was  the  earnest  wish  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jestv  that  the  whole  dispute  should  be  adjusted 
\f  his  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Pizarro,  and  Mr. 
Ervittg,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiarv  of  this 
Repubiie,  and  that  they  should  proceed  to  a  final 
arrangement  of  ail  existing  differences  by  means 
of  a  definitive  treaty,  which  should  combine^  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  Governments,  the  inviolable 
principles  of  general  justice  with  the  equitable 
Tiews  of  reciprocal  cooveniedce and  utility.  His 
Majestv  offered,  on  his  part,  to  do  everything  tlwt 
miffht  oe  possible,  or  compatible  with  the  ri|[hts 
ana  dignity  of  his  Royal  Crown^  liberally  to  satisfy 
the  desires  expressed  by  the  United  States.  But 
Mr.  Erving  has  declined  acceding  to  this  adjust- 
ment, although  the  correspondence  between  him 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  was  still  carried  on 
with  a  view  to  that  result  at  the  departure  of  the 
messenger  who  was  despatched  to  me  from  Ma- 
drid on  the  21st  of  July  last  His  Majesty,  beiog 
apprehensive,  notwithstanding  his  wishes,  that 
the  amicable  termination  of  these  important  af- 
fairs might  suffer  delay,  has  been  pleased  to  give 
me  such  instructions  and  orders  as  may  enable 
-me  to  adjust  with  you  all  pending  differenees 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  effect  the  de- 
aired  arrangement  by  means  of  a  definitive  treaty. 
For  this  purpose.  His  Majesty  gave  orders  that 
tlie  documents  and  proofs  should  be  transmitted 
to  me,  which  were  necessary  to  convince  Mic 
United  States  of  the  unquestionable  rights  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain  to  the  territories  and  waters 
claimed  by  your  Government  as  forming  an  In- 
tegral part  of  Louisiana.  I  have  reeeiveid  acon- 
iiuerable  number  of  the  said  documenu  and 
proofs,  and  an  examination  of  many  others  was 
taking  ptace  in  Spain,  which  ate  to  be  sent  to  me. 
The  result  of  this  inquiry  established  what  I 
stated  to  you  in  my  notes  during  my  late  abode 
at  Washington,  and  especially  in  that  which  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  23d  March  at  the  same 
period,  in  answer  to  that  which  I  received  from 
you  or  the  12ih  of  the  same  month^  upon  all  the 
points  in  dispute.  It  exhibited  an  mcontroverti- 
ole  series  of  facts  from  the  earliest  periods  of 
discoveries,  conquest,  or  occupation,  and  the  suc- 
cessive establishments  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in 
that  part  of  America,  to  the  present  day.  It 
proved  that  Spain,  long  prior  to  any  other  na- 


tion, dieeovered  Florida,  that  ia,  all  the  vast  and 
beautiful  oountry  extending  from  what  is  now 
termed  East  Florida  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  or  Rio 
Grande  del  Norte,  which  was  then  the  boundarr 
of  the  kiiigdom  or  Mexico^  of  which  she  was  al- 
ready in  peaceable  possession.    From  the  period 
of  the  discovery  of  tnis  extensive  rqrion  by  rooce 
de  Leon,  in  1518,  and  the  establisnment  of  the 
first  act  of  posseseiott  in  tiie  name  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  repeated  and  regular  expeditions  were 
formed,  composed  of  troops,  artillery,  and  everr- 
thing  necessary  for  penetrating  through  the  whole 
country,  examining  all  its  positions  from  the 
coast  to  the  interior,  and  all  its  rivers,  creeks,  and 
bays,  reducing  the  natives,  or  establishing  trade 
and  friendship  with  them ;  and  for  occupying  all 
such  places  as  might  appear  best  calculated  to 
bring  and  preserve  under  the  dominion  of  Spain 
the  said  country  throughout  its  whole  extent.    I 
stated  to  you  in  my  said  notes  (and  am  enabled 
to  prove  It  by  the  most  ample  documents)  that 
this  was  the  object  of  the  expeditions  of  Yasquek 
de  Ayllon,  ia  1520,  and  of  Panfilo  de  Narvaez,  in 
1528.    The  latter  obuined  from  Charles  I.  of 
Spain  and  Emperor  of  Germany  a.  solemn  au- 
thority to  reduce  the  whole  country  from  the  bay 
of  Espiritu  Santo,  in  East  Florida,  to  the  river 
Palmas.    He  arrived  in  the  said  region  with  a 
respectable  force,  and  examined  it  from  east  to 
west    In  this  he  had  been  preceded  by  Francisco 
de  Garay^  who  passed  through  it  by  land  from 
the  bay  of^Espiriiu  Santo  to  Panuco.    Efemando 
de  Soto  was  soon  afterwards  appointed  Gorernor 
General  of  Florida,  the  name  then  given  to  the 
whole  of  this  vast  country.    He  entered  it  with 
a  powerful  force,  and  repeated  the  solemn  acts  of 
taking  possession  of  it  in  behalf  of  Spain.    He 
nfterwards  examined  its  extensive  limiis,  and 
founded  several  settlements.    He  was  succeeded 
in  his  Government  by  Moscoeo,  who  continued 
to  explore  the  country  and  extend  the  settle- 
ments.   Theee  two  first  Governors  General  of 
Florida  traversed  and  examined  it,  as  I  have  said, 
from  east  to  west ;  from  the  point,  or  cape  of 
that  Florida  now  called  Bast  Florida,  to  the  Rio 
Bravo,  crossing  the  Mississippi,  which  was  then 
called  the  Psiisada,  and  all  tne  others  which 
empty  into  it,*  or  into  the  Golf  of  Mexico.    From 
that  period  Spain  has  uniformly  continued  in  the 
dominion  *and  possession  of  all  that  country,  in 
which  she  successively  founded  the  province  6f 
Cohaniila,  the  kingdom  of  New  Leon,  Xhki  of 
New  Mexico,  &c.|  also  the  province  of  Texas, 
which  she  has  retained  until  the  present  time.    It 
is  an  unquestionable  fact,  and  or  universal  noto- 
riety, that  the  whole  countrjr  I  am  now  speakinff 
of  was  known  from  the  beginning  by  the  generu 
denomination  of  Florida,  and  included  all  the 
coast  from  the  point  of  Florida  now  called  East 
Florida  to  the  Rio  Bravo^  and  all  the  country 
and  the  waters  of  the  interior;  of  this  a  full  and 
uniform  proof  is  afforded  by  the  history  and  most 
respectable  documents  of  those  times.    During 
the  lapse  of  two  centuHes  the  whole  of  this  vast 
country  was  known  to  the  nations  of  Europe 
under  no  other  name.    Not  only  the  Spanlarda, 
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but  all  fofeignen,  laid  it  down  in  their  maps  and 
charts  under  this  name,  and  with  the  same  limits. 
I  might  here  cite  the  English  traveller,  Dampier, 
and  several  others,  who  thus  denominate  and  lay 
down  this  beautiful  region  in  their  maps  and  de* 
schptions ;  but  whf  should  I  now  dwell  on  what 
never  admitted  of  a  doubt  or  fihange  until  the 
Frenchman  De  Lisle,  through  ignorance,  erro- 
neous information,  or  partial  motives,  extended 
in  his  idea  and  map  the  boundaries  df  French 
Louisiana  to  the  Rio  Bravo  1  This  error  or  ex- 
travagance has  ever  since  been  adopted  by  all 
those  who  have  had  an  interest  in  supporting  the 
illusion,  or  have  carelessly  or  unguaraedjy  copied 
the  grata itoQs  suppositions  of  that  geographer. 
But  as  (his  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  his- 
tory of  (hose  early  times,  and  the  most  unques- 
tionable documents  which  established  the  con- 
trary, these  chimerical  and  absurd  suppositions 
are  entitled  to  no  credit  whatever,  although  they 
have  been  advanced  with  great  gravity  and  osten- 
tation. 

It  is,  moreover,  a  fact  beyond  all  dispute,  that 
the  Crown  of  Spain  was  established  as  the  lawful 
owner  and  possessor  of  all  the  aforesaid  region, 
and  that  it  has  uniformly  been  preserved  under 
her  dominion  to  this  day.  with  the  exception  of 
such  parts  of  it  as,  by  treaties,  conventions,  and 
other  solemn  acta,  she  has  transferred  to  foreign 
Powers. 

As  the  introduction  of  the  French  into  part  of 
that  region  has  formed  the  sround  of  the  claims 
of  your  (Government,  I  shalfconfine  my  remarks 
to  them.  In  the  course  of  our  late  correspond- 
ence, I  stated  to  you  in  my  notes  the  manner  in 
which  the  French  ^ot  a  footing  in  that  part  of 
the  Spanish  dominions,  and  how  they  proceeded 
to  form  the  colony  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Louisiana. 

But  to  form  a  just  idea  of  the  establishment  of 
that  colony,  and  of  its  precise  e^ttent  and  bounda- 
ries, it  IB  necessary  to  take  a  view  of  it  at  three 
diiSerent  periods:  1st,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Gbvernment  of  France;  2dly,  under  that  of  Crozat 
and  the  French  Western  Company ;  and  3dly, 
under  the  Qovernment  of  the  Crown  of  France. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  now  to  detail  mi* 
notely  the  first  attempt  of  the  French  on  the  old 
Florida,  in  1562.  It  is  well  known  that  John 
Ribaut,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  expedition 
was  committed,  through  the  influence  of  Admiral 
Coligny,  was  completely  routed  by  the  SpHiniards 
under  General  Mdendez  de  Abvles.  This  Qen- 
eral  having  attacked  the  Freneo  in  their  fort  of 
Carolina,  all  those  who  escaped  the  assault  were 
made  prisoners  of  war;  and, having  pursued  their 
Yessels,  he  and  stormy  weather  put  an  end  to  the 
wretched  remains  of  this  French  expedition. 
Abyles  founded  the  castle  and  forts  of  St.  An- 

Sustine,  which  then  became  the  capital  of  all 
iorida ;  established  various  other  posts ;  and  en- 
forced a  respect  for  the  dominion  of  Spain  over 
all  the  coast  and  territories  of  that  vast  region. 
The  French  never  again  returned  there,  until  the 
last  attempt  of  the  celebrated  La  Salle,  who, 
inwards  the  dose  of  1684,  sailed  from  Fnnee 


with  an  expedition  to  discover  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi.  At  this  period,  the  French  had  al- 
ready established  themselves  in  the  lower  part  of 
Canada.  Fearful  of  meeting  a  fate  like  that  of 
Ribaut,  they  avoided  an  interference  with  the 
countries  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
confined  their  establishments  to  the  coasts  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  savages,  or  aborigines  of  Canada, 
had  a  knowledge  of  other  Indian  nations  inhabit* 
ing  beyond  the  Lakes,  and  of  a  very  remote 
conn  try  watered  by  a  great  river,  which,  as  they 
said,  ran  neither  to  the  east,  to  the  west,  nor  to 
the  north,  but  which  might  probably  run  to  the 
sooth,  and  empty  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It 
was  they  who,  in  1660,  gave  the  French  of  Can- 
ada  an  idea  of  this  country  and  river,  although 
very  limited,  va^ue,  and  ofalscure;  and  excited  in 
the  minds  of  Joliet,  an  inhabitant  of  Ctuebec,  and 
of  the  missionary  Marquette,  the  project  of  cross- 
ing the  lakes,  and  penetrating  into  the  said  coun- 
try to  explore  it  and  the  river.  They  real- 
ized their  project,  embailted  on  Lake  Michigan, 
ascended  the  river  Zoras  to  its  source,  afterwards 
travelled  by  land,  and,  returning  to  the  entrance 
of  the  same  river,  navigated  to  the  westward,  and 
on  the  2d  June,  1673,  the^  struck  the  Mississippi. 
They  then  descended  this  river  as  low  as  tae 
Arkansas,  in  thirtjr-three  degrees  north  latitude; 
bnt.  fearful  of  faUing  into  the  hands  of  the  Span- 
iards, they  afterwards  retreated  to  Canada,  and 
on  their  return  passed  through  the  conntry  in- 
habited by  the  Illinois,  whom  they  found  disposed 
to  trade  with  the  French  of  that  colony. 

This  excursion  produced  no  result  whatever^ 
and  would  have  been  wholly  forgotten  at  the  death 
of  Marquette,  but  the  famous  La  Salle,  an  enter- 
prising and  resolute  man,  who  had  come  to  Can* 
ada  with  the  design  of  exploring  a  passage  from 
thence  to  Japan,  or  China,  having  heard  of  Joliet?s 
narrative,  conceived  the  project  of  repeating  the 
same  journey.  He  embarked  for  France,  and  on 
his  arrival  at  Paris  proposed  his  plan  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde.  Patronized  bv  htm  and  the 
Government,  he  returned  to  Ctueoec  with  a  com- 
pany of  thirty  associates,  and  the  Chevalier  Tonti, 
a  brave  and  experienced  officer.  At  Claebec  he 
was  joined  by  Father  Hennepin^  and,  at  the  head 
of  this  partjr,  set  out  on  the  journey  formerly 
made  by  Joliet  and  Marquette.  Having  encount- 
ered extraordinary  difficulties,  he  employed  sev- 
eral vears  in  accomplishing  it.  On  the  4th  of 
March,  1681,  he  arrived  at  the  Arkansas.  .  In 
April  of  the  following  vear,  he  proceeded  as  low 
down  as  the  mouth  or  the  Mississippi ;  and  in 
the  Spring  of  1683,  he  returned  to  France  to  give 
an  account  of  his  discoveries.  With  all  due 
ceremony  he  took  possession  of  the  Arkansas  and 
the  Mississippi,  in  the  name  of  the  Crown  of 
France,  although  it  was  well  known  that  all 
those  countries  were  under  the  dominion  of  Spain* 
In  performing  this  journey.  La  Salle  did  no 
more  than  explore  distant  countries,  and  that  in 
a  clandestine  and  secret  manner,  being  under  the 
necessity  of  defending  himself  both  against  the 
Spaniards  and  the  finglish,  who  repeatedly  fell, 
in  with  and  attacked  him. 
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Lft  &nU%  hm^mg  girea  an  ezamraled  aceoaiit 
of  hit  disMf eriet  m  tbis  part  of  America,  was 
antborized  b^  hi«  Goorl  to  searah  for  tbo  motuht 
of  tbe  Mississippi,  aod  oooapf  tome  posiiioa  oo 
lU  banks*  This  was  the  object  of  the  maritime 
expeditioD  with  which  he  sailed  from  Praaee 
ooder  ibe  command  of  Beaujeau,  for  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  which  he  entered  on  the  18ih  of  Decem« 
ber,  1684.  In  the  notet  I  lately  addreesed  yoa  at 
Wasbiegton.  I  stated  the  result  of  this  expedition, 
aad  of  the  labors  of  La  Salle.  Drif  eo  on  the 
coast  of  the  prorince  of  Texas,  it  was  with  diffi- 
cttity  this  disiioguisbed  adveotorer  fonnd  safety 
In  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard.  He  crossed  by  the 
Trinity  river,  and  constructed  a  redoubt  to  defend 
himself  against  the  Indians;  but,  not  being  able 
to  defend  it,  *he  determtoed  on  abandoning  the 
country,  and  was  assassinated  by  his  own  party. 
Tbe  Indians  attacked  the  fort  or  redoubt,  in  which 
be  bad  left  some  of  his  people,  demolished  it,  and 
massacred  them.  Of  this  unfortunate  expedition, 
eeveo  men  only  escaped ;  fiw  of  whom  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  Arkansas  on  the  20th  of  July, 
J6S7,afid  returned  toMmitreal  in  Mav  following. 
Tbe  others  found  their  way  among  the  Ceois  or 
Aainais  Indmns. 

I  presume  that  I  hare  fully  proved  to  yoa  in 
my  Imner  notes  that  this  shipwreck  of  La  Salle 
on  the. coast  of  Texas,  and  his  estty  into  Uw  bay 
of  St.  Beraard  and  adjacent  countrf,  can  give  no 
right  to  FraMSa  to  that  bay  and  country,  tbey 
beiag  already  under  the  dominion  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  la  Cml  what  right  could  Fraaee  iiave 
to  extend  herself  from  her  remote  colony  of 
Canada  tothoee  territories?  But  France  only 
Mithof  ixed  La  Salle  to  search  for  the  mouths  of 
the  MbsissipfN,  doobtkess  in  the  belief  that  this 
river  waa  not  withio  tbe  Spanish  poasessiona.  I 
also  stated  to  y«u  that  the  jmost  effectuai  mea- 
sures were  iastantly  taken  by  tlw  Viceroy  4>f 
Mexieo  and  tbe  Spanish  Qovernmenl  to  drive 
tbe  French  from  any  pceition  tbey  might  have 
oceupied  oa  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  in  the  interior^ 
Tkis  waa  one  of  the  special  objecu  of  the  sueoei^ 
siec  expeditioBa  of  Alonxo  de  Leon,  Domiofo 
Teraa,  endOrvgorio  Saliaas.  I  say  that  this  was 
dm  of  tlie  okJMU  of  these  expedltioiis,  beeause 
tbey  were  likewiee  cbarged  with  formiag  diffceent 
eeiablishflaeota  in  the  proviace  of  Texas,  or  of  the 
Aeittais,  and  securing  the  whole  coast  from  aoy 
iaeumioftof  foieigaets.  Tbey  exeeuted  the  object 
of  theif  flusaioB  \  so  that  tbe  Preoeh  made  no  fur- 
tberatteupta  from  that  time  to  the  expedition  of 
Iberville,  in  1608,  tbe  period  when  the  French  first 
established  themselves  on  the  CUdf  of  Mexico. 
Iberville,  aa  experienced  seaman,  who  bad  disiin- 

filt»faed  himself  by  his  fortunate  expedittott  to 
udson'sBay.  io  1697,  appeared  off  Peasacola 
with  bia  vqnadroo,  but.  discovering  that  ibe  Span* 
iarda  were  occupied  in  fortifying  that  place,  he 
shaped  Itis  course  for  ibe  river  of  Mobile.  He 
entered  it  on  tbe  2d  of  February  of  the  same 
year.  9md  took  possessiun  of  Massacre  Island, 
which  be  celled  Dauphin  Island.  On  tbe  3d  of 
March,  1699,  he  enter^^d  the  Missiastppi,  and 
ascended  as  high  as  the  Bluffs;  be  there  aecefeed 


a  letter  fram  the  Chwralier  Tonti,  br  whidi  he 
ascertained  that  this  was  really  tbe  Mississippi, 
and  that  tlie  ladiaa  nations  which  be  bad  com« 
rounicaled  with  showed  a  very  favorable  disposi- 
tion to  trade  with  the  Freaeb.  He  then  rettnrn^d 
to  Mobile,  and,  learin^  that  place  in  the  charge 
of  Sauvole  and  Bienville,  proceeded  to  France  to 

give  an  account  of  bis  expedition.    The  Court  of 
Ipain,  having  been  already  informed  of  these  eo* 
terprises,  determined  to  ej^el  tbe  French  forever 
from  those  positions,  and  from  all  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico ;  but  this  being  about  to  be  executed,  the 
death  of  Charles  II.  occurred,  and  tbe  Duke  of 
Aojou  succeeded  to  tbe  Crown  under  the  nama 
of  Philip  y.    Spain  being  then  embarrassed  with 
tbe  war  of  succession,  and  united  by  a  close 
frieodahip  with  France,  overlooked  the  establish^ 
ment  at  Mobile.    In  January,  1700,  Iberville  re* 
turned  there,  but  made  no  progreas  io  his  projects^ 
from  the  want  of  means  and  the  badness  or  tbe 
climate.    This  feeble  colony  continued  to  Ian- 
guish  without  any  prospect  of  realizing  the  e»* 
travagant  expectations  at  first  formed  by  the 
French*    Louis  XiV.,  setting  little  value  on  it, 
conierred  the  entire  property  of  it  on  Grozat,  in 
1712.    It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  the  errora 
and  abmirdities  contained  in  tbe  grant  of  Louia 
XIV.  to  Cro2at,  as  I  have  already  stated  them  to 
you  in  detail;  I  shall,  therefore,  only  have  to 
speak  of  the  second  period)  that  of  the  esubiish- 
ment  of  this  colony,  and  show  its  progress.    La 
Motee  Condillao  being  appointed  Goveraor,  and 
Dudois  intendant  of  this  famous  establishment, 
they  formed  with  Crozat  a  supreme  tribunal  for 
all  civil  and  criminal  cases,    it  was  at  that  time 
that  the  exeursioo  of  the  Frenchman  St.  Dennis 
into  the  interior  of  New  Spain  took  place,  in 
which  he  passed  through  various  Indian  natione 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rio  Grande.    In  mf 
former  communications  I  stated  what  appeared 
to  be  necessary  on  the  character  and  movements 
of  this  celebimted  adventurer.    I  shall  only  add 
here,  that  although  his  ap|Mirent  object  was  the 
establishment  of  a  traffic  with  the  people  of  New 
Spain,  yet  it  merely  served  to  cover  the  design  of 
exploring  the  Spanish  territories,  and  of  extend* 
ing  the  seltletnents  of  his  cotmtrymen  therein. 
As  soon  as  hie  views  were  discovered,  measurea 
were  taken  in  Mexieo  to  counteract  them,  and 
rigorous  orders  issued  by  the  Court  for  the  same 
purpeee.    It  was  this  tnoident  which  produced 
tbe  vigorous  measures  of  the  Viceroy  or  Mexico, 
the  Duke  of  Lumres,  and  the  despatch  of  the 
troops  and  missioaaries  to  the  proviace  of  Texaai 
forming  the  fifth  expedition  of  the  Spaniards  to 
thet  provitice*-<a  fact  which  serves  as  a  complete 
refutation  x)f  all  that  has  been  advanced  by  Dn 
Pratr  aad  other  French  writers.   Alonzo  de  Leon 
informed  Che  Spanish  Governor  Alarconne,  from 
Texas,  on  the  21st  May,  1717.  that  he  had  just 
founded  two  establishments  there,  one  of  them 
within  ten  leagues  of  the  Natcbitoos;  and  that 
he  was  abotU  to  proceed  to  the  Caiidachos  in  con- 
sequence of  Imving  received  information  that  the 
French  were  endeavoring  to  make  a  settlement 
thece,  and  that  there  were  abready  ten  men  of  hie 


1817 


JOPPHMSIX. 


im 


Jili0ifi'oti#  iHift  SpontL 


satimi  «noM  the  Natekttoos.  Th«  ehief  objeet 
ii  forming  diis  Spanhh  settlement  was  to  ob- 
serve and  eheek  the  French ;  and  it  was  soon  af- 
ter inereased  by  the  eonstraeiion  of  a  fort  called 
Ban  Miguel  de  los  Adaes,  which  was  garrisoned 
hf  a  competent  fbree. 

St.  Dennis  promoted  the  settlement  of  several 
Frenebmea  among  the  Natchitoos,  for  the  pur- 

Jiose  of  serving  as  an  iatermediary  point  in  his 
onrne^s  to  the  Rio  Grande.  He  called  this  set- 
tlement San  Miguel,  and  ihb  gave  rise  to  the 
error  of  Champigny,  who  has  confounded  this 
paltry  establishment  with  that  of  the  Adaes. 
That  which  was  formed  by  the  French  cannot  be 
considered  of  any  importance  until  May,  1717, 
when  the  Governor  of  Mobile  first  sent  a  com- 
Bmndanl  with  a  party  of  ten  men  as  a  sarrison, 
at  which  time  the  Spanish  fort  of  the  Aoaes  was 
already  boilt.  Such  was  the  origin  of  the  French 
settlement  and  fort  at  Natchitoches — the  only  ae- 
qnisttion  made  by  the  colony  of  Bilori,  or  Mobile, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rio  Roxo,  (Red  river,) 
under  Crozat  or  the  Western  Company.  In  1718, 
the  company  laid  the  foundation  of  New  Orleans, 
to  which  the  general  government  of  the  colony 
waa  transferred  in  1722,  and  the  settlement  at 
Biloxi  abandoned.  In  June,  1723,  Bienville  en- 
deavored to  take  possession  m  the  bay  of  St.  Jo- 
seph; but,  being  opposed  by  Salinas,  the  Spanish 
Oovemor  of  Pensacola,  he  desisted  from  nis  at- 
tempt. Thus  the  cdonv  went  on  without  mak- 
ing any  progress,  until  the  French  complin y, 
tind  out  with  the  dusters  and  losses  it  bad  suf- 
fered in  the  wars  with  the  neighboring  Indians, 
«nd  convinced  of  the  inutRity  of  that  esubllsh- 
ttient,  surrendefed  their  privilege  to  the  Crown 
in  1730  or  1791,  which  forma  the  last  period  of 
that  colony. 

I  have  made  no  mention  of  the  French  settle- 
taents  in  the  Arkavsas  and  the  Illinois,  as  they 
were  formed  by  people  from  Canada,  and  toler- 
sted  by  Spain  merely  as  places  occupied  for  the 
purpose  of  trading  with  the  Indians,  because, 
from  the  reasons  I  have  touched  on,  it  is  evident 
that  France  co«ld  have  no  right  to  occupy  them 
but  through  the  permission  or  toleration  of  Spain, 
lioois  XlV.  had  declared  to  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty^ Qovernment  that  he  occupied  Mobile  and 
ether  places  in  that  region  solely  with  a  view  to 
aid  Spain  in  case  of  a  war  with  the  English  j 
mud  having  requeeted  permission  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  to  keep  a  force  at  Mobile  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  was  refased,  by  the  advice  of  the  Council 
•f  the  Indies.  The  situation  of  the  French  colony 
4id  not  improve  under  the  immediate  adminis- 
tration of  the  GovernaMut ;  part  of  it  was  ceded 
by  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  England,  in  1763; 
mnd  the  other  part,  that  is,  the  city  and  island  of 
New  Orleans,  was,  as  you  know,  ceded  and  de- 
livered to  Spain  in  1709.  That  colony  was  con- 
siderably improved  In  the  hands  of  Spain,  by  the 
«stablisbment  of  several  new  settlemenu.  It  was 
Teimceded,  together  with  them,  to  France  in  1800, 
by  Wrine  of  a  treaty,  in  whicn  it  was  stipulated 
that  Spain  retroeeded  it  with  the  same  extent  it 
ltd  when  in  the  poosessioii  of  France,  and  whtdi 


it  had  at  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty  in  the 
hands  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  I  consider  all  I 
have  already  stated  to  you  on  this  point  as  re- 
peated here;  and  I  shall  only  add,  that  although 
the  secret  convention  for  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana to  Spain  was  concluded  in  1703,  the  two 
high  contracting  parties  reserved  to  themselves 
the  riffht  of  afterwards  agreeing  on  the  suitable 
time  for  its  delivery  to  Spain ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  France  continued  in  possession  of  it 
until  1769.  As  this  act  is  undisputed,  and  com* 
pleted  and  realized  the  cession,  it  is  crear  that  It 
could  not  comprehend  the  territories  ceded  six 
years  before  to  Qreat  Britain.  As  a  further 
proof,  we  have  to  adduce  the  royal  cednla  of 
His  Uatholic  Bilajesty,  issued  at  Barcelona,  and 
communicated  to  the  French  Government  in 
which  His  Catholic  Majesty  declares  that  he  re- 
troeeded Louisiana  with  the  same  extent  it  had 
when  he  received  it  from  France^  which  decla* 
ration  serves  as  an  addition  to  the  Treatyof  St. 
Ildefbnso,  and  was  conformed  to  by  the  French 
Qovernment,  who  made  use  of  the  said  royal 
cednla  of  His  Catholie  Majesty  in  taking  pos- 
session of  the  province  thus  retroeeded,  without 
aov  other  claim  or  demand  on  their  parr. 

In  the  simple  epitome  which  I  have  presented 
of  the  princfpLe  and  promss  of  the  French  set* 
tlements  In  this  part  of  the  American  continent, 
I  have  only  touched  on  the  capital  points,  such 
as  are  sufficient  to  remove  all  grounds  of  the 
present  dispute.  I  am  readv  to  prove  in  the  most 
ample  manner  all  that  I  have  advanced,  br  a 
multitude  of  indisputahle  documents,  whicn  I 
wiir  produce,  if  necessary,  the  moment  that  it 
may  be  agceealde  to  you ;  and  you  will  inforih 
me  of  your,  wish  to  confront  them  with  what  I 
have  stated!  All  the  errors  which  have  been 
disseminated  in  the  narratives  and  maps  of  the 
French  authors,  and  other  fbrei^ers  who  have 
committed  sucn  enormous  deviations  through 
ignorance,  iaterest,  or  the  inHoeace  of  national 
prejudice,  will  then  be  corrected,  and  the  fact 
established  beyond  all  doubt  that  France  never 
possessed  anything  to  the  left  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  that  to  the  right,  she  held  the  posts  df  NaU 
chitocbes,  Natchez,  Arkansas,  and  the  lilinoiay 
solely  by  the  permission  or  toleration  of  Spain, 
Ys  I  have  before  stated.  The  settlements  at  Ope- 
lousas,  Avoyelles,  and  Attakapas,  were  not  yet 
formed  in  1708,  as  is  admitted  and  affirmed  by 
M.  Bossu,  oftho  French  navy,  who  did  not  leave 
Louisiana  until  that  year,  and  who  afterwards 
published  his  voyages  to  the  West  Indies;  nor 
were  there  any  commandants  of  those  settlemenia 
appointed  bv  that  Government,  except  under  the 
dominion  or  Spain.  La  Fourche,  which  Is  sitit- 
ated  much  nearer  to  New  Orleans,  was  only  b*- 
ffun  to  be  occupied  by  the  French  in  1703.  Vi^ 
lemond,  n  Frenchman,  established  himself  on  the 
river  Ouachita,  or  the  Black  river,  (Rio  Negro,} 
during  the  second  period  of  Louisiana,  by  occu- 
pying a  small  valley ;  but  this  private  settlement 
was  not  kept  up,  but  afterwards  abandon^. 
What  took  place  at  the  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and 
tne  Missouri,  could  give  France  no  right  what* 
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eTer  to  the  potts  which  she  happened  to  establish 
and  retaioiaod  which  were  not  claimed  by  Spain. 
All  the  rest  could  not  be  considered  as  an  inte- 

Sal  part  of  French  Louisiana^  until  the  period  of 
e  cession  to  England^  and  of  the  restitution  and 
delivery  to  Spain.  It  is,  therefore,  easy  to  ascer- 
tain and  determine  what  was  the  extent  of  Lou- 
isiana  in  the  possession  of  the  French,  and  what 
were  its  exact  boundaries.  Moreover,  although 
the  hypothesis  be  admitted  that  she  had  or  might 
have  some  right  to  other  parts  of  this  vast  coun- 
try, she  transferred  It  to  Kngland  by  the  cession 
she  made  of  it  in  1763;  and  when  Spain  acauired 
from  Enffland  the  territory  ceded  to  the  latter, 
she  included  therein  this  right,  such  as  it  might 
be.  Having  retroceded  to  France  in  1800  only 
what  she  had  received  from. her,  it  is  evident 
that  she  could  not  restore  to  her  this  pretended 
i\fjEL\,  Under  whatever  aspect,  therefore;  we 
view  the  question,  the  rights  hitherto  sustained 
by  the  Government  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  in 
the  present  dispute  remain  unquestionable.  I 
allude  10  them  merely  to  give  you  the  most  sat- 
isfactory proofs  of  this  truth,  and  to  establish,  in 
respect  to  the  lUi  pouidetia,  or  state  of  {wssession 
in  1763  and  1769,  the  basis  which  it  is  indispen- 
sable to  lay  down  for  the  general  and  definitive 
settlement  of  all  pending  differences  between  the 
two  Governments.  In  that  basis  will  likewise 
be  conoprehended  all  the  augmentation  with 
which  Spain  delivered  Louisiana  to  France,  and 
all  that  by  treaties  or  other  lawful  acts  has  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States. 
.  Bis  Majesty,  carrying  his  particular  consider- 
ation for  tne  United  States,  and  his  sincere  de- 
sire to  meet  the  wishes  of  your  Government,  as 
, far  as  is  compatible  with  the  rights  and  dignity 
of  his  Grown,  has  authorized  me  to  rempve  the 
principal  difficulties,  and  to  offer  the  Government 
of  this  Republic  the  liberal  proposals  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  in  a  separate  paper* 

If  these  proposals  should,  as  I  hope,  appear  ad- 
missible and  satisfactory  to  your  Government, 
.all  the  rest  which  it  will  be  requisite  to  chanse, 
or  add,  to  perfect  the  definitive  adjustment  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  cannot  fail  io  follow  of 
course,  and  be  easv  to  arrange.  Finally,  if  there 
should  arise  any  aifficulty  or  doubt  in  the  laind 
of  the  President  upon  any  one  of  them,  which  I 
can  remove  or  clear  up,  I  shall  be  happy  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  it,  and  most  cheerfully  do 
for  that  purpose  whatever  may  be  within  the 
limits  of  my  powers  and  instructions.  1  coni^eive 
that  what  I  now  propose  is  best  calculated  to  con- 
ciliate all  the  different  views  and  claims,  and  to 
adjust  all  pending  differences  upon  just  and  lib- 
eral principles;  it  being  evident,  moreover,  that 
the  advantages  are  wholly  in  favor  of  the  United 
States. 

In  concluding  this  note,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat 
that  if,  before  we  agree  on  what  is  requisite  to 
effect  the  desired  arrangement,  and  with  a  view 
to  proceed  to  it  with  a  more  perfect  conviction 
of  the  unquestionable  rights  of  each  one  of  the 
two  Powers,  you  should  think  it  advisable  that 
we  should  modify  and  correct  any  points  stated 


io  the  present  note,  by  the  prodaetion  and  exam- 
ination of  the  documentary  proofs  which  I  have 
offered,  I  am  ready  to  submit  them  the  momeac 
I  receive  such  intimation  from  you. 

In  the  meantime,  I  repeat  the  assurances  of 
my  respect,  and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  manf 
years. 

LUIS  DK  ONIS. 

Tyamlatian  of  propoiUioru  reedwd  in  Mr.  Onu^M 
ktier  of  October  24,  1818. 

1.  The  United  States  declare  that  they  deeply 
regret  the  violation  of  the  Spanish  territory  by 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Jack- 
son, and  that,  it  being  done  without  their  orders, 
and,  as  the  General  states,  with  a  view  of  termi- 
nating more  promiptly  the  war  against  the  In- 
dians, the  United  States  will  restore  the  town  of 
Pensacola,  and  the  forts  of  Barancas  and  St. 
Mark,  and  the  other  territory  occupied  by  their 
troops  in  the  Floridas,  to  the  Spanish  officers 
duly  authorized  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  take 
possession  of  them :  the  United  States  being  an- 
swerable, as  is  just,  for  the  injuries  caused  by  the 
incursions  of  the  troops  of  the  Union,  as  well  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain  as  to  its  subjects;  upon 
which  point  the  proper  stipulations  shall  be  in- 
serted in  the  treaty. 

2.  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  sive  an  eminent 
proof  of  his  generosity,  and  of  tne  desire  which 
animates  him  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship 
and  of  good  understanding  with  the  United  Statesi 
and  to  put  an  end  to  the  differences  which  now 
exist  between  the  two  Governments,  cedes  to 
them,  in  full  propertv  and  sovereignty,  the  prov- 
inces of  East  and  West  Florida,  with  all  their 
towns  and  forts,  such  as  they  were  ceded  br 
Great  Britain  in  1783,  and  with  the  limits  which 
designated  them  in  the  treaty  of  limits  and  navi- 

§ation  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United 
itates  on  the  27th  October,  1795.  The  donations 
or  sales  of  lands  made  by  the  Government  of  Hie 
Majesty,  or  by  legal  authorities,  until  this  time, 
are,  nevertheless,  to  be  recognbed  as  valid. 

3.  To  avoid  all  cause  of  dispute  in  future,  the 
limits  of  the  respective  possessions  of  both  Gov^ 
ernments  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  shall  be 
designated  by  a  line,  beginning  on  the  Gulf  <^ 
Mexico,  between  the  rivers  Mermento  and  Cal- 
casia,  following  the  Arroyo  Hondo,  between  the 
Adaesand  Natchitoches,  crossing  the  Rio  or  Red 
river  at  the  32d  degree  of  latitude,  and  93d  of 
longitude  from  London,  according  to  Melish'a 
map,  and  thence  running  directly  north,  crossing 
the  Arkansas,  the  White,  and  the  Osage  rivers, 
till' it  strikes  tbe  Missouri,  and  then  following  the 
middle  of  that  river  to  its  source,  so  that  the  ter^ 
ritory  on  the  right  bank  of  the  said  river  wiU 
belong  to  Spain,  and  that  on  the  left  bank  to  the 
United  States.  The  navigation,  as  well  of  the 
Missouri  as  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mermento^ 
shall  remain  free  to  the  subjects  of  both  parties. 
To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision,  and  to  place 
the  landmarks  which  shall  designate  exactly  the 
limits  of  both  nations,  each  of  the  contracting 
parties  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  and  a  sui^ 
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vey«i,  whfi  shftll  UMtt  bcfbro  ihe  MrMuatioii  of 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  tiiia 
treaty,  at  Natchitoehes,  on  the  Red  rirer,  and 
pxoeeed  to  run  and  mark  the  said  line  in  con- 
formity to.  what  is  aboTe  agreed  opon  and  stipu- 
lated ;  theifr  shall  make  out  plans  and  keep  jour- 
nals of  their  proceedings  ^  and  the  renilc,  agreed 
upon  by  ihem,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  this 
treaty,  and  shall  have  the  same  force  as  if  it 
were  inserted  therein.  The  two  Gtovernments 
will  amicably  agree  respecting  the  necessary 
articles  to  be  furnished  to  these  persons,  and  also 
as  to  their  respectire  escorts,  should  such  be 
deemed  necessary. 

4.  The  two  contnettiM^  parties,  animated  by 
the  aeost  sincere  desire  or  conciliation,  and  with 
the  view  of  eradicating  all  the  discussions  which 
exist  between  them,  and  to  hasten  the  conclusion 
of  adefiaitiveand  prompt  arrangement,  by  which 
the  good  understaading  they  desire  perpetually 
to  maintain  with  each  other  may  be  strengthened, 
leeiprocally  renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or 
injuries  which  they  themselves,  or  their  respect- 
ive subjects  or  citizens,  may  have  suffered,  of 
whaUoever  nature  they  may  be,  whether  they 
have  or  have  not  been  presented  or  made  until 
this  date,  so  that  they  are  to  be  considered  as 
entirely  cancelled  and  adjusted,  excepting  those 
which  are  specified  in  first  article. 

5.  The  treaty  of  limits  and  of  navigation  of 
1796  remains  in  force,  in  all  and  each  one  of  its 
articles ;  but  to  avoid  questions  in  future  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  fifteenth  article,  in  whi<ih  it 
it  stipulated  that  the  flag  shall  cover  the  proper- 
ty, the  two  high  contracting  parties  agree  that 
this  may  be  so  understood  with  respect  to  those 
Piowers  who  recognise  this  principle  $  but,  if  one 
of  the  belligerents  should  not  recognise  it.  the 
above  cited  clause  of  the  said  fifteenth  article 
shall  not  remain  obligatory  on  either  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  who  may  act  as  they  think 
proper  on  this  point,  without  giving  room  for 
com|>laittts  or  claims,  or  being  considered  as  in- 
friagibg  the  before^meotioned  fifteenth  article. 

6.  Although  the,  two  high  contracting  parties 
oblige  themselves  to  cause  the  sitpulatlODs  con- 
tained in  this  treaty,  and  in  that  of  limits  and 
navigation  of  1795,  to  be  complied  with  in  all 
their  parts,  nevertheless,  desirous  of  avoiding  all 
doubt  or  misinterpretation  of  their  respective 
dauses,  they  oblige  themselves  to  make  the  de6- 
lawtions  or  laws  requisite  for  the  most  exact  ob- 
servance of  all  that  is  above  stipulated,  as  good 
faith  and  the  honor  of  both  Governments  require, 
adopting  the  most  efficacious  measures  to  remedy 
and  cut  op  by  the  roock  the  abuses  which,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nations^  and  contrary  to  what 
ia  expressly  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1795,  above 
ailed,  daily  occur  in  some  ports  in  this  Union,  in 
consequence  of  the  vague  and  arbitrary  interpre- 
tatiott  which,  it  seems,  the  measures  until  now 
ndopied  are  ausceptible  of,  and  by  which  mean? 
the  law  is  eluded. 

7.  In  eouflideration  of  the  sacrifices  which  His 
Catholic  M^esty  makes  by  depriving  himself,  in 
lavo^  of  the  United  States,  of   the  important 


provinoes  of  the  two  Floridas,  to  satisfy  and  to 
cancel  forever  ail  their  claims,  the  United  StatA 
will  certify,  in  doe  form,  that  they  have  not  re- 
ceived anv  compensation  from  France  for  the 
injuries  they  suffered  from  her  privateers,  con« 
suls,  and  tribunals,  on  the  coasts  and  in  the  porta 
of  Spain;  and  the^  will  present  an  authentic 
statement  of  the  prizes  made,  and  of  their  true 
value,  that  Spain  may  claim  from  France  the 
return  of  this  amount. 


The  Stcrttary  of  State  to  Don  Jam  de  Onie, 

Depaxtmsnt  op  Statb, 

WasMngtanj  October  dif  IS18. 

Sin:  Your  letter  of  the  d4th  instant,  and  the 
proposals  contained,  in  it,  offered  as  the  basis  of  a 
treaty  for  the.  adjtistment  of  all  the  subjects  in 
discussion  between  the  United  States  andf  Spain, 
have  been  received,  and  laid  before  thePresident 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

I  am  directed  by  him  to  forbear  entering  into 
any  examination  of  the  historical  disquisition 
concerning  the  original  pretensions  of  Spain  to 
all  the  territories  bordering  on  the  Golf  or  Mexi* 
CO.  and  the  whole  countrv  included  in  the  French 
colony  of  Louisiana,  wnich  you  have  thought 
proper  to  introduce  into  your  note.  The  right  of 
the  United  States  to  the  river  Mississippi,  and  all 
the  waters  flowing  into  it,  and  to  all  the  territo* 
ries  watered  by  them,  remains  as  entire  and  un- 
shaken by  anything^  now  adduced  by  you  as  by 
anything  which  had  ever  preceded  it  in  the  dis^ 
cussions  between  the  two  Governments.  It  is 
established  beyond  the  power  of  further  contro- 
versy ;  nor  could  it  answer  any  useful  purpose  to 
reproduce  proofs  which  have  already  mdre  than 
once  been  shown,  and  which,  remaining  unim- 
paired, must  henceforth  be  considered  bv  the 
United  States  as  not  susceptible  of  refutation. 

In  confining  my  attention  to  the  propositions 
which  you  oner  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  I  have  to' 
observe  that  any  further  proceedings  upon  the 
first  of  them  have  been  rendered  unnecessary  by 
the  determination  promptly  taken  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and'  communicated  to  you.  to  restore 
the  forts  of  Barancas  and  St.  Mark,  together 
with  Pehsacola)  to  any  person  duly  authorized 
by  you,  or  otherwise  by  your  Government  to  re- 
ceive them.  You  have  been  informed  of  the 
evidence  inculpatiDg  the  Governors  of  those 
places,  not  only  as  having  utterly  neglected  to* 
carry  into  effect  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of 
1795.  by  which  Spain  was  bound  to  restrain,  by 
force^  the  Indians  within  her  territories  from 
committiog  hostilities  against  the  United  States 
or  their  citizens,  but  as  having  deeply  partici- 
pated in  the  hostilities  of  those  same  Indians* 
I  ou  have  been  informed  that  these  were  the 
real  and  only  causes  of  the  occupation  of  those 
places  by  the  commander  of  the  American  forces. 
Under  these  circumstances,  however,  the  United  ^ 
States  may  regret  the  necessity  of  that  occupa- 
tion, it  is  for  the  Spanish  officers  themselves  to- 
answer  to  their  own  Sovereign  for  the  conse*' 
quences  of  their  own  conduct  \  and  the  forbear- 
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•net  of  tiM  United  Slatci,  m-  well  m  tfaetr  rt* 
fl^t  for  tbe  rights  aod  the  honor  of  BpAin,  are 
Mffieientljr  minifested  hv  their  readiness  to  re- 
store the  possession,  and  to  consign  to  oblirion^ 
the  hostile  eonduet  of  those  officers  of  His  Calii^ 
elie  Majesty, 

The  uselessness  of  any  stipnlation  9n  th#  sub- 
ject of  this  first  prepositioii  is  further  deaaoir* 
airated  by  the  nalore  of  the  second,  hi  which  yoo 
announce  your  authority  to  cede  all  the  property 
and  sorereignty  possessed  by  Spain  in  and  orer 
the  Floridas.  The  effect  of  this  measure  being 
necessarily  to  remote  ail  cause  of  contention  be- 
tween the  conirafiftiag  parties  with  regard  to  the 
posnesaioa  of  theaa  ten^opiea,  and  to  ererything 
metdental  to  them,jt  would  be  worse  than  aoper- 
flnous  to  stipulaite  for  restoring  them  to  Spain  ia 
Uke  very  treaty  by  which  thejr  are  to  be  oeded 
in  (M  sovereignty  and  possession  to  the  United 
Slates.  Neither  can  the  United  States  recognise 
as  ralid  all  the  grants  of  land  until  this  time^and 
at  the  same  time  reaounee  all  their  elaima^  and 
diose  of  their  ciiiseaa,  for  damages  and  injuries 
aostained  by  them,  and  for  the  reparatM>n  of 
nHiith  Spain  ia  answerable  to'  them.  li  is  well 
known  to  you,  sir,  ib&t  notice  haa  been  girea  by 
Ike  Minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain  to 
year  GoT^mment  that  all  the  graate  of  laad 
lUely  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  your  Gor- 
enfldeat  within  those  territories  mast  be  caa* 
eeUed|  uakss  your  Qorernment  should  provide 
svMne  other  adequate  fund,  from  which  the  claims 
akore  referred  to  of  the  United  States  aad  their 
eitijaens  may  be  satkfied* 

Prom  the  answers  of  Don  Joae  Pisarra  to  this 
aotMC)  we  htva  reason  lo  expect  that  you  will 
ba  aansible  of  that  aeoessiiy,  and  that  some  tiaie 
must  be  agreed  upco  subsequent  to  which  no 
gjraalof  ihe  lands  withiatfae  territodea  in  voca- 
tion shali  be  censidered  as  valid. 

The  boundary  line  proposed  by  yoQ,  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  can  as  little  be  assented  to  b)r  the 
Uaited  States*  laatead  of  it,  I  am  aothoriaed  to 
npapoae  to  you  the  following,  aad  to  assure  you 
tlMi£  it  is  to  be  consideied  as  the  final  offer  oa  the 
]fftn  of  the  United  States: 

Begianing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabiae, 
oa  t&  Qttlf  of  Mezieo,  following  the  ctfurae  of 
aaid  river  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  latitude; 
the  eastern  bank  and  all  the  islands  in  said  river 
la  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  the  wesiera 
bank  to  Spain ;  thenc^  due  north,  to  the  north- 
eaoBftOst  part  of  the  thirtv-tbird  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  until  it  suikes  the  Rio  Roao,  or 
Red  river }  theace,  following  the  course  o(  tb^ 
aaid  river,  to  its  source^  touching  the  chuo  of 
the  Snow  mountains^  in  latitude  thirty-seven 
degrees  twentjr-fire  minutes  north,  longitude  one 
hondred  and  six  degrees  fifteen  minutes  west^  or 
thereabouts,  as  marked  on.Melish's  ifta^;  tbeaee 
to  the  summit  of  the  said  mountains,  and  follow- 
iag  the  chain  of  Lhe  same  to  the  forty-first  par- 
alkl  of  latitude;  thence,  following  the  said  par- 
allel of  latitude  forty-one  degrees,  to  the  South 
aaa.  The  northern  bank  of  the  said  Bed  river, 
aad  aU  the  islands  therein,  to  beloag.  to  the  Uaited 


States^  aasl  lhe  aoatbeva  baak  of  tber  aaiae  ta 
Spain. 

It  is  belieted  that  this  line  wiM  render  the  aqpi« 
poiatment  of  oommfssioners  fiov  fiamg  it  uMiaa 
precisely  unnecessary^  uoless  it  be  for  the  pnv- 
pose  of  aaceriainiag  toe  apot  where  the.  river  Alt- 
bine  falb  upon  latitude  thirty-* two  degrees  aortk, 
and  the  liae  thenoe  d«e  north  to  to  the  Red  nvav, 
and  the  point  of  latitude  forty  one  degrees  north 
on  the  ridge  of  the  Snow  mountaias;  towkielt 
appointment  of  oommiasioners  this  Govefamenl 
will  readily  agree* 

The  United  States  will  i^rre  te  the  proposal 
that  the  contracting  parties  shall  matoaUfr  re« 
Bounce  all  dakaa  for  damn|[ea  or  iojuriee  whieh 
ihey.  their  citiscns,  or  subjects,  have  reeeivad 
from  each  other,  uatit  the  dataoif  the  treaty;  h 
beiag  underatood-  that  all  graate  of  Jaada  in  any' 
part  of  the  territories  to  be  ceded  by-  Spasa  to  (he 
Uaited  States  8nbse;^ocnt  to  the  y«tr  18ttl  are  to 
be  held  null  aad  void. 

This  renuadatioa  en  the  part  of  the  Uaittal 
States  will  be  anderataod  to  extend.^ 

1st.  To  all  the  caaea  provided  for  hy  the  coa- 
veaHoo  of  1803»  '    . 

dd.  To  all  caeeaof  claiiaaon  ncooant  of  ea|»* 
tores  by  French  privateers,  and  ooademaetioaa 
by  French  coosois,  wiithin  the  terrtaedai.  juria* 
diction  of  Spain. 

3d.  To  aU  claims  of  iaderoaitieai  oa'  account 
of  the  suspensioa  of  the  right  of  depostte  at  Rear 
Orleana»  ia  1802. 

4th.  And  to  all  claioM  of  ciiiaeasiof  the  United 
States  upoB  the  Gotemmemof  Spaing  atateroeali 
of  which,  seiiciiiBg  the  iaiarpasitton  of  the  Oof^ 
erament  of  the  United  Slatea,  ^«U  h^ve  beea^ 
befoM  the  dale  of  this  treaty,  and  siaeerthadaM 
of  the  oooveation  of  IMd,  presented  either  to  the 
Departmaatef  State  of  the  United  Stttes,ona 
the  Minieter  of  the  United  States  in  Spain;  bat 
not  to  claims  which  the  individuab  of  ine  United 
Stateeaaay  haveagaiaat  thoseof  Spaia,  aragaiaat 
the  Sfwaieh  Goveroinent,  on  any  other  acaoaaii 

The  United  Slates  will  eaoneraia  Spain  fram 
all  demands  ia  future  on  aecoont  of  the  abore- 
meniiooed  claims,  and  uadertahe  to  make  aadia^ 
faction  for  the  aatae  to  an  aatoaot  not  exceadii|^ 
five  miUioasiof  dollars. 

To  asceruia  the  fall  aaiottat  and  validitf  of 
those  claiffiSj  a  commtssioai  to  coasts t  of  three 
couuaissioaers,  shall  bee^poiateii  by  the  Fwai* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  nod  with  the  advioa 
and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  whieh  coflamiama 
shall  meet  at  Waahiogtoni  aad  withia  the  spaoe 
of  three  years  ehall  receivei«Bamiae,aiid  decide 
upoa  the  amount  aad  validity  of  all  diims  camlag 
within  the  descriptions  above-meotioaadw  Aad 
the  Spaaish  Qoverameoi  shaU  faraish  aUaoch 
documeois  and  elacidatioas  as  .may  be  in  their 
possession^  far  the  adjustaaent  of  the  aaidolatBUu 
according,  to  the  priaetples  of  justice;,  the:  saw 
doeumeiMs  to  be  specified  when  deaBandedat  iha 
instance  of  the  said  commissioners. 

Your  fifth  preposition  is^  that  the  iieaiy  of  lim- 
its aad  narigaiioo  of  i796  ehall  remain  ia  finda 
•a  all  aad:  eaah  of  its  astidei,  with  the  exoejMMB 
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«f  ttet  part  of  HiefiftMiuti  article  wliioh  stipa- 
laiM  tAot  thmflagwKnU'WVtr  the  pr&pertff. 

Tk«  ad,  ^  4tb,  Jdtstj  md  tbe  steoDd  cta»e  of 
Ihe  88d  artielet  of  ike  treaij^ef  1796,  have  aitl»er 
noaived  ikcir  aniiia  esfamioa,  and  tfan  no  longer 
baooasideted  as  mnainioff  in  force,  or  have  been 
rendered  ino]>eratire  by  subsequent erents.  Wbat> 
errer  lelatet  in  tbam  to  Uonte  or  to  th«  naviga- 
Uea  of  the  MwaMppij  hta  been  extlagaished  by 
tba  cewtaa  of  Lookiaaa  to  France,  and  by  bet 
to  tbe  United  Sutegf  wttb  tbie  exeeption  of  tbe 
ISaa  beeireea  tbe  United  States  aad  Florida,  which 
w«&l  also  be  annaUed  by  tbe  ceesien  of  Florida, 
Uririeb  yea  new  profXMe.  I  am  avtborized  to 
«gf ee  to  the  aoafirnution  and  reoogaitioa  of  alt 
t£e  resMiiaiog  articles  of  (bat  treaty  as  still  m 
§KG9f  and  taaaeeat  to  tbe  ezeeption  proposed  by 
you  ot  part  of  tba  ffteenth  aniele,  to  this  extent: 
liwt  if,  hereafter^  either  of  the  eovtractiutf  parties 
diall  be  at  wmw  with  a  tbrrd  party,  and  tie  other 
neutral,  tbe  flag  of  tbe  neairal  shatl  cov^r  tbe 
piopertf  of  eaetniea  whose  GoreraqMats  recog- 
aise  tbe  saaae  prinelple^  and  not  of  others* 

Taor  eixtb  proposition  is  inadniMble.  Tbe 
Uasied  States  do  not  knaw  that  any  additionel 
ktwa  «r  iledaiatiaiia  are  neoeisaf  y  to  seeare  the 
ialikBant,  4Hi  tba  part  of  Spaio,  of  her  engage' 
■SPSS  in  tbe  treaty  of  1796*  Nmnerous  and  last 
as  ibeir  eomplainu  have  beea  of  tlie  violations 
af  tins  tseeay,  ander  tbeautberiiy  of  Spain,  they 
aaistder  tbe  SfMnih  GbvevaaMnt  AiHy  compe* 
lent  to  make  veparasioa  far  tbefl»,  aivd  to  seeare 
tba  fiiitbfolabeerraacaaf  thsk  eo|<agetDeals  ia 
fctuea  wi^oiit  nees  laws  or  deehiti>atfons.  Nor  are 
Ibap  aware  ofany  vagua  or  arbitrary  iivterpreta' 
lion  lA'anf  of  the  porta  of  chia  Ua4oa,  by  which, 
aBttiiary  sa  tba  la^ws  of  oaUons^  or  te  Ihe  stipvla- 
Hoaa  of  tbe  treatf  of  17d6,  tb^  law  iaeladed.  Tbe 
imef prstation  or  eaascmetioa  given  to  tbe  stipo* 
lationa  of  tbe  treacy  of  1796  wkb>ia  the  United 
Saaiss  Is  subject  to  tbe  deeisiooaof  the  jadieiat 
aEsbudals  of  tba  Uniied  States,  wbo  are  boaod  to 
eowsider  sit  tceatiea  as  fbe  suprease  law  of  the 
land.  Their  prooeediags  ase  all  publie«  aad  tbeir 
^sotsMuis  ape«i  all  jfaestloaa  of  ioterpretatioa  are 
raaorded  and  pabftisbed.  In  this  tbera  is  sorely 
Boibiffg  mgoe  or  arbitraiy;  aotfaiag  requiring 
Mw  kwa  Off  dralaiatlansv  Of  the  manjr  com- 
liteints  wbteb  yow  bare  addreased  to  Ibw  Oov<^ 
atanaaat  In  telattoa  to  alleged  traasaatioBs  in  our 
ftnUf  tbe  daieienejr  has  bean^  imi  in  the  meaainff 
or  iaterpraMition  4>f  tbe  treaty,  but  in  tbe  proom 
0i  tba  fiiBU  which  yoa  bave  stated,  or  whieb  baiFe 
havB  repaicod  lo  yao,  lo  bring  the  ca%es  of  coat* 
plaint  within  the  scope  of  tbe  stipulations  of  tbe 
waaty. 

la  oaasidaaatian  of  tba  aesaioa  of  cbe  Floridae 

8r  Bpaan,  lo  redresaand  eabcel  tbtf  elatms  of  fbe 
aited  &katas.aod  their  eiiiaena  upon  Spain,  and 
aNraiys  imdefscaod  that  the  late  gnats  or  the 
laads  liorwbicb  tba  iodemnityfor  tbaee  claims 
Is tabasaugbi  sbali  be  held  nail  and  void,  tbe 
Cbvarnment  of  tba  Uaited  Siatea  will  eerftifjii 
Ibat  they  bate  nac  reaesved  aay  eaaapensattoa 
ftmaFraanafor  ika  inpwiesaofferad/toai  Freaeb 
fciiiatiaia^  0«as0h^  and.  ttibamais,  oa  tbaeaaeta 


anrd  in  the  ports  of  Bpaior,  and  will  prespnt  an 
aathentie  statement  or  the  prizes  made^  and  of 
their  valae,  that  Spain  may  avail  herself  of  it  ia 
such  manner  as  she  may  deem  just  and  proper. 
Upon  the  basis  offered  by  your  proposrtions,  mod^ 
ified  conformably  to  the  observations  now  sub^ 
mitted  to  you,  lam  aatborized  to  conclnde  a 
treaty  with  you ;  but,  as  the  session  of  Congress 
is  at  hand,  I  am  directed  to  request  yoor  tmme* 
diate  and  fVank  replv  to  this  communfcaiiott. 
The  President  is  deeply  penetrated  with  the  con- 
vietioa  that  further  protracted  discussion  of  the 
poHits  at  issue  between  our  €k>vernments  cannot 
terminate fn  a  noanoer  satisfactory  to  them.  From 
your  answer  to  this  letter,  he  mast  conclnda 
whether  a  final  adjustment  of  all  our  difTereneea 
is  now  to  be  accomplished,  or  whether  all  hopa 
of  such  a  desirable  result  b,  on  the  part  of  tne 
United  States,  to  be  abandoned. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 


Dan  Luis  de  Onu  to  the  Seerdarg  of  8tmU* 

WAaBiMOTOir,  i^fimsatber  16^  18I6i 

Sia:  I  bavie  attentively  perused  the  no^e  of  tbe 
31st  of  October  last,  w-biob  you  addressed  to  me 
by  order  of  yonr  Qovernmeot,  la  answer  to 
miaa  of  the  24tb  of  the  same  mantb,  by  whteb 
I  perceive  that  you  have  received  tbe  Fresi- 
deal^i  orders  tMt  to  take  into  ooasideratioo  the 
legal  titles  and  ffroaords  on  wbieb  Spain  rest* 
ber  rigbu  and  cuiima  to  tbe  sovereignty  of  the 
territories  and  waters  claimed  by  your  Govern- 
meat  as  forming  an  inteml  part  of  Lou^iaaa, 
as  ft  was  retrocMed  by  lus  Caibolic  Majesty  tb 
France  in  1800,  and  sakl  or  ceded  by  tbe  Qov* 
emmeai  of  that  nation  to  the  United  States  iii 
1803.  As  these  rigbta  aud  clatoM  reet  oo'C  basis 
aa  solid  aad  as  venerable  as  that  which  can  be 
preaeated  by.  the  most  equitable  Government  on 
earth  to  demonstrate  its  legitimate  property  to 
tbe  country  it  possesses,  I  should  be  wanting  ia 
my  duty  were  1  not  to  maintaia  the  same  priaci** 
pies  which  I  advanced  in  my  former  notes  to  yoa 
oa  tbia  bead.  Being  setf-evident,  they  are  as'  ia- 
cootrovertible  and  invariable  as  the  fnndamental 
priaeiplee  of  uatvenal  jostlee*  It  is  impossibla 
to  reject  or  impugn  tbem  without  attacking  those 
origmal  and  primitive  .titles-  which  do,  and  eves 
have  sanctioned,  throughout  the  whole  world,  tbe 
rights  of  prapcf ty  and  complete  sovereigntf  eiH 
joyed  by  all  independeat  States  and  Kiogdoms  la 
their  reapective  acqaieitioas.  You  assert  the  inc* 
dispacable  right  of  the  United  Stales  to  tbe  river 
BAiasiseippi.  1  say,  and  the  fact  is  obvious,  that 
even  admitting  your  assertion  in  its  fullest  latf- 
ttide^  aotwithsuadittg  no  argument  baft  ever  been 
advanced  by  the  Uaited  States  to  establieh  it,  aad 
that  it  is  contradicted  by  the  most  unquestionable 
docomeDts  and  proof,  the  pretension  to  esteud 
your  eiatms  beyond  tbe  Missouri  woatd  alwaya 
be  iaeonsistent  and  eiorbitant.  Bvea  tbeabsurd 
aad  extravagaat  grant  of  Louis  XlT.  to  Groaat 
daea  not  point  out.  a  greater  esient,  and  rei^i^eota 
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the  frontiers  of  New  Mexieo  and  otber  Spaniali 
settlements  and  possessions,  which  existed  long 
before  the  time  that  grant  was  nude,  and  before 
the  famous  expedition  of  M.  de  la  Salle.  Keep* 
ittg,  thereforei  in  view  the  truth  of  facts,  and  the 
immutable  principles  of  things,  and  endeavoring 
to  reconcile  them  with  the  sincere  and  uniform 
desire  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  remove,  on  his 
part,  the  obstacles  that  have  opposed  the  amicable 
adjustment  of  all  existing  differences  between  the 
two  Powers,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rights 
and  dignity  of  his  Royal  Grown,  I  will  approxi- 
mate my  proposals,  as  nearly  as  is  possible  for  me| 
to  those  you  have  made  me  on  the  part  of  your 
Qovernment. 

The  first  refers  to  the  satisfaction  due  by  the 
United  Statea  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  to 
his  subjects,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  and 
capture  of  Pensacola  and  other  forts  and  territo- 
ries in  the  Floridas.  You  must  be  sensible  that 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  desist  from  the  demand 
of  a  Just  and  adequate  reparation  or  indemnity 
to  His  Majesty  and  the  inhabitants  of  both  prov- 
inces, and  particularly  those  of  Pensacola,  for  all 
losses  and  injuries  bv  them  sustained  from  the 
offieeraand  troops  of  the  United  States.  ^  No  prin- 
ciple can  be  adduced  to  support  or  justify  ttie  hos 
tue  proceedings  of  General  Jackson  in  Florida, 
marked  as  they  are  by  a  series  of  outraseaunpre- 
o^ented  and  unknown  in  history*  The  Ameri- 
can commander,  on. that  occasion,  as  your  Gov- 
ernment itself  admits,  acted  contrary  to  the  orders 
and  instructions  given  to  him.  Public  opinion  in 
the  United  Statea  has  uniformly  reprobated  these 
excessea,  as  well  as  all  the  specious  pretexts  with 
whiph  be  has  endeavored  to  gloss  them  over. 
The  charges  artfully  produced  against  the  Span* 
ish  commandants  and  officers  are  entirely  frivo- 
)qus,  and  are  contradicted  by  the  well-known 
truth  of  facts,  and  tbe  forc&al  declarations  and 
statements  of  those  same  Spanish  officers;  so 
that^  in  every  view  of  the  case,  the  United  Slates 
are  in  justice  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obliga* 
tions  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  Crown  and  subt 
jects  of  Spain  for  the  said  losses  and  injuries. 
The  Spanish  Qovernment  are  in  like  manner 
entitled  to  the  full  amount  of  all  revenue  collect- 
ed and  received  by  the  United  States  in  the  plaees 
and  territories  occupied  by  them  in  the  said  prov- 
inces ',  since,  as  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  is  mdis- 
putable,  she  could  in  nowise  be  dispossessed  of  her 
light  to  receive  her  revenues ;  and  this  point  was 
from  that  time  reserved  as  an  object  of  futtire 
discussion.  I  shall  be  happy  to  qon tribute  as  far 
as  is  in  my  power  to  this  arrangement,  and  to  the 
stipulation  of  a  fair  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  for  all  such  damages,  that  all  discussion 
may  thus  be  speedily  and  amicably  terminated. 

My  second  proposal  has  been  admitted  by  your 
Government,  with  this  modification;   that  all 

f  rants  and  sales  of  lands  made  by  His  Catholic 
lajesty,  or  by  lawful  Spanish  authorities  in  the 
Floridas,  from  the  year  1802  to  the  present,  shall 
be  null  and  void.  To  this  i^odification,  in  iu 
absolute  sense,  I  cannot  assent,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
offensive  to  the  dignity  and  imprescriptible  tights 


of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  whteft^  aa  the    ^ 

owner  of  both  the  Floridas,  bad  a  right  to  dispoae. 
of  those  lands  aa  it  pleased ;  and  uirther,  as  the 
said  modification  would  be  productive  of  incaU 
culable  injury  to  the  btmaJUU  possessors,  who 
have  acquired,  settled,  and  improved  these  traeis 
of  land. . 

The  extent  of  what  I  can  agree  to  is,  that  the 
late  grants  made  by  His  Majesty  in  the  Floridas 
since  the  24th  of  January  last,  the  date  of  my 
first  note  announcing  His  Majesty's  willingaesa 
to  cede  them  to  the  United  Statea,  (the  said 
grants  having  been  made  with  a  view  to  promoco 
population,  cultivation, and  industry,  and  not  witk 
that  of  alienating  them,)  shall  be  declared  nuU 
and  void,  in  consideration  of  the  grantees  not 
having  complied  with  the  essential  conditions  of 
the  cession,  as  has  been  the  fact* 

My  third  nroposal  refers  to  the  bonodary  line 
to  be  established  between  the  possessions  of  th* 
Crown  of  Spain  and  those  of  the  United  States. 
Acceding,  as  far  as  is  possible  for  me  to  dO|  to* 
the  mpdifications  proposed  by  you,  and  with  « 
view  of  offering  to  the  United  States  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  my  wish  to  remove  existing  diffi* 
culties.  I  will  undertake  to  admit  the  river  Sabioft 
instead  of  the  Mevmento  as  the  boundary  between 
the  two  Powers,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ob 
condition  that  the  same  line  proposed  by  you 
shall  run  due  north  from  the  point  where  it 
crosses  the  Rio  Roxo  (Red  river)  until  it  strikeo 
the  Mississippi,  and  extend  thence  along  the  mid* 
die  of  the  latter  to  its  source,  leaving  to  Spain 
the  territory  lying  to  the  right^aad  to  thie  United 
States  the  territory  lying^  to  the  left  of  the  sama^ 

What  you  add  respecting  the  extension  of  the 
same  line  beyond  the  Missouri  along  the  Spanish^ 
possessions  to  the  Pacific  ocean  exceeds,  by  its 
magnitude  and  its  transcendency,  all  former  de* 
maads  and  pretensiana  started  by  the  United 
States.  Confining  myself,  therefore,  to  the  poww 
ers  granted  to  me  by  my  Sovereign,  I  am  onabdo 
to  stipulate  anything  on  this  potnt  which  maye 
remain  opeii  fojr  further  n^otiatton,  as  I  have 
qo  doubt  of  His  Majesty's  disposition  to  agree  t4 
thie  appointment  of  a  joint  eommissioa  to  deters 
mine  and  establish; the  future  boundaries  freaa 
the  source  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  north  and 
weal,  in  a  manner  conformably  to  the  titles  ao^ 
documents  of  property  and  possession  respeetive^ 
ly  exhibited.  Leaving,  therefore,  this  point  tin* 
settled,  as  I  have  just  observed,  1  ooneeive  that» 
my  proposal  for  the  a4jastaient  of  boundariea- 
will  not  be  attended  with  any  difficulty  what^ 
ever. 

My  fourth  proposal  to  your  Qovernment  has 
for  its  object  the  renunciation  hy  both  Govern- 
ments and  nations  of  all  claims  for  spoliatiooa 
respectively  suffered  by  either  of  the  two  Powers 
or  their  subjects  until  the  signing  of  the  treaty* 
This  proposal  has  been  admitted  by  your  Gh>v« 
ernment,  with  the  exception  of  such  claims  aa 
American  citizens  may  have  on  the  sulneots  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  or  on  the  Spanish  Govern* 
meat,  and  which  have  not  been  laid  beforo  the 
Department  of  Siau  of  the  United  States,  or 


im 


APPffifOQU 


^^^t^^m^mmt 


19U 


mt  ■■ 


JUtttuMi  wUh  SpaUiu 


Hiaiater  ac  tbe  Courjt  of  SyaiQ.  I  hiiT«  no  besi* 
lation  in  afaeotiog  to  this  ezoeptioDi  bai  it  should 
be  unde  reciprocal  for  the  sobjecttof  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  who  may  be  entitled  to  elaiais  on  Ame- 
rican citizens,  or  on  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  which  have  not  yet  been  pre* 
aented  in  due  form  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State,  or  his  Miaister  near  the  United  States. 
My  proposal  will  thus  be  free,  from  difficulty, 
and  conform  to  the  modifications  yoa  have  sug- 
gested. 

Nor  do  I  find  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the 
modifieatioDS  yon  ofier  to  my  fifth  proposal,  and 
prooBtdiof  to  the  sixth,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
remedy  the  abuses  ana  violations,  repeated  per- 
nicious examples  of  which  have  occurred  in  dif- 
feient  ports  of  this  Republic,  through  the  tolera- 
tion and  countenance  given  therein  to  piratical 
and  privateering  armaments,  against  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  Spain.  I  observe  you 
state  that  what  I  propose  is  inadmissible;  but<I 
have  received  orders  from  my  Sovereign  to  insist 
on  this  point,  and  to  claim  of  your  Gtovernmeot 
such  measures  as  are  imperiously  called  for  by 
the  very  nature  of  these  abuses  and  violations,  as 
they  not  only  contravene  the  existing  treaty,  but 
are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  most  respectable 
compacts  founded  on  international  and  public  law. 

Whatever  may  be  the  forecast,  wisdom,  and 
justice  conspicuous  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  universally  notorious  that  ia  system 
of  pillage  and  aggression  has  been  organized  in 
several  ports  of  the  Union  a^inst  the  vessels  and 
property  of  the  Spanish  nation ;  and  it  is  equally 
so  that  all  the  legal  suits  hitherto  instituted  by 
His  Catholic  Migesty's  Consuls  in  the  courts  of 
their  respective  districts,  for  its  prevention,  or 
the  recovery  of  the  property  when  brought  into 
this  country,  have  been  and  still  are  completely 
unavailing.  The  artifices  and  evasions,  by  means 
of  which  the  letter  of  the  law  has  on  tnese  occa- 
sions been  constantly  eluded,  are  sufficiently 
known,  and  even  the  combination  of  interest  in 
persons  who  are  well  known.ymong  whom  are 
some  holding  public  offices.  With  a  view  to  af- 
ford you  and  the  President  more  complete  demon- 
stration of  the  abuses,  aggressions,  and  piracies 
alluded  to,  I  enclose  you  correct  lists,  extracted 
from  autlientic  documents  deposited  in  the  ar- 
chives of  this  legation,  exhibiting  the  number  of 
privateers  or  pirates  fitted  out  in  the  United  States 
against  Spain,  and  of  the  prizes  brought  by  them 
into  the  ports  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  ot  those 
seat  to  other  ports,  together  with  the  result  of  the 
claims  made  by  Spanish  Consuls  in  the  courts  of 
this  country.  Among  them  you  will  find  the  case 
of  two  armed  ships,  the  Horatio  and  Cnriazo, 
built  at  New  York,  and  detained  by  His  Majesty's 
Consul  there,  on  the  ffround  of  their  having  on 
board  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  concealed,  with 
their  carriages,  and  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and 
sutty  men ;  on  which  occasion  it  was  pretended 
that  it  could  not  be  proved  that  these  suns  were 
not  an  article  of  commerce,  and  they  finallv  put 
to  sea  without  them,  the  extraordinary  number  of 
officers  and  crew  passing  for  passengers.    The 


number  of  privateers  or  pirates  fitted  out  and  pro- 
tected in  the  ports  of  this  Republic,  as  well  8(s  9jf 
the  Spanish  prizes  made  by  them,  far  exceeds 
that  conuined  in  the  within  listo  ;  but  I  only  lay 
before  yoqr  Qovernment  those  of  which  I  ha^B 
certain  and  satisfactory  proofs.  The  right  of 
Spain  to  an  adequate  indemnity  for  all  the  spolia* 
tions  committed  by  these  privateers  or  pirates  oa 
the  Crown  and  subjects  or  His  Catholic  Majesty 
is  undeniable;  but  I  now  submit  it  to  your  Qov« 
ernment  only  to  point  out  the  exu^me  necessity, 
of  putting  an  enu  to  these  ipontinued  acts  of  ho^ 
tility  and  depredation,  and  of  cutting  short  theaf 
enormous  and  flagrant  abuses  and  evils,  by  tha 
adoption  of  such  effectual  precautions  and  reme* 
dies  as  will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  cupidity  or 
iniquity  to  defeat  or  elude  them.  In  vain  should 
we  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  and  accommodate 
all  existing  difierences,  and  thus  establish  peace 
and  good  understanding  between  the  two  nations, 
if  the  practice  of  these  abuses,  and  the  course  or 
these  hostilities  and  piracies  on  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  Spain  should,  as  heretofore,  con- 
tinue uninterrupted  in  the  United  States.  From 
the  tenor  of  the  documents  now  enclosed,  and  of 
the  reflections  suggested  by  the  very  nature  and 
state  of  things,  the  President  cannot  hesitate  to 
assent  to  my  proposal  on  this  subject ;  and  as  the 
Congress  is  now  in  session,  I  feel  assured  that 
the  proper  opportunity  is  aflbrded  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  necessary  measures  I  have  alluded  to, 
and  which  I  solicit  as  an  essential  basis  of  secur- 
ing and  maintaining  a  mutual  friendship  and  good 
understanding  between  the  two  nations. 

My  seventh  proposal  having  likewise  been  ac- 
cepted bj  your  Government,  I  agree  to  what  yon 
propose  in  answer  thereto. 

If  my  proposals,  thus  modified,  should  be  agreed 
to  by  vour  Qovernment.  I  am  ready  to  sign  them, 
after  they  are  correctea  and  reduced  to  proper 
form^  and  augmented  by  such  others,  although 
inferior  and  of  minor  importance,  as  are  conse- 
quent upon  them,  and  essential  in  giving  due 
solidity  to  the  inestimable  blessings  of  peace  and 
good  understanding  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, and  in  avoiding  every  difficultyr  and  disa- 
greement in  future  between  the  individuals  and 
authorities  of  either  nation. 

I  fiatter  myself  that,  by  what  I  have  just  sub- 
mitted, I  give  you  ana  every  impartial  person  a 
conviucinff  proof  of  the  generosity,  frankness, 
and  good  faith  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  present  negotiation,  and  of  my  sin* 
cere  and  unirorm  desire  to  terminate  it  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  Powers.  I  shall  add  that, 
relying  on  His  Catholic  Majesty's  wish  to  see  a 
final  arrangement  speedily  and  ainicably  efiected, 
if  it  should  be  proposed  only  to  draw  the  line 
from  the  point  mentioned  on  the  Red  river  (Rio 
Roxo)  somewhat  obliquely  (coft  o^gtma  obhad' 
dad)  to  the  westward  of  the  right  line  due  north, 
which  I  offer  as  the  boundarv  of  the  two  eoun^ 
tries,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  take  upon  myself  the 
arrangement  upon  this  point;  it  being  alwava 
understood  that  the  proposed  line  shall  strike  iiie 
Missouri, 
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Haviiiff  thasMpfmritnated  my  piop«Mls't#  th% 
nodifieatioot  offered  bf  you,  as  olotetf  as  Af 
doty  and  power  pernnt  mo,  I  ha^e  ta  hope  tbat 
(bey  will  be  accepted  by  your  QoTernmeBC,  as 
fbey  offer  {preat  sacrifiees  on  the  part  of  Spain  io 
iaror  ofthe  United  States.  Bot  if,  no  fortunately, 
thry  should  not,  and  tha  President  sboald  sttit 
ifeMist  on  those  which  you  comaiunteaced  to  me, 
aa  well  as  on  the  peremptory  declaration  that 
Bother  they  nor  the  documents  which  I  have 
offered  to  produce  in  support  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Gro#n  of  Spain  to  all  the  territory  claim- 
ad  by  the  United  States,  can  be  further  dtscassed, 
the  only  discretionary  pM>wer  left  to  me  is  to  re- 
qvest  of  the  President,  in  the  ivame  of  my  Sor* 


erei^n,  that  the  acgMlalioai  im  it*  actual  state, 
may  be  submitied  to  the  decision  of  the  ^raac 
monarchs  now  assembled  In  Congrees  at  Aiz  Ul 
Chapel le ;  In  either  of  which  cases,  I  will  imme- 
diately despatch  a  courier  to  my  Court  with  all 
neaessary  information  for  HisCathoUe  Majesty, 
that  His  Majesty  nMy  decide  on  the  meaaurea 
most  proper  to  be  adopted  on  the  occasion. 

I  trust  tbat  you  will  communicate  to  me  tiie 
dceisioa  of  the  President.    In  the  mean  titae,  I 
oWer  you  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  reapeat 
and  diictlnguiahed  consideration. 
'  CM  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  OfRB. 
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RitoHont  wUh  Spain. 


No.t. 


Lui  ofveueb  armed  or  e^ipped  in  thepcrti  of  the  UnUtd  Statet,  w  tffUkin  their  jurutUetum^  agreeably  to 
aoeumente  depoiited  m  tie  arehivee  of  Hi*  CathoUe  Ui^eity'e  iCnuter,  under  my  charge,  to  wit  .* 


Namet  of  v«MeI«. 


Schooner  L'Epine 

Schooner  Felix 

Schooner  Petit  Milan 

Schooner  Preeidente 

Schooner  La  Gaeiriere,  aiiue  La  Creole 
Pilot-boat  La  Ooubime       .... 

Pilot»boat  Joeephine 

Schooner  Alerta,  aHae  General  Moreloe 

Schooner  Jnniter  « 

Schooner  Rebecca 

Schooner  LoTely  Ljdia        .... 
Schooner  Hornet,  aUae  Gemndii  •       . 
Schooner  Orb,  a&aa  Congreeo  de  ipaeooe  Ayiw 
Brif  Ca^pao,  aUae  Calipeon        ... 
Brig  Fourth  of  JnlTyiiiiMu  El  Patiiota  - 
Brig  Pax  olMf  £1  Pfttriota    .... 
Brig  Mammoth  of  Bait,  oHae  La  Lidepen 

del  Sad 

Brig  Clifton 

Schooner  Swift,  aUae  Mongore     ... 
Schooner  Spartan,  oMae  Potoei     -  '     - 
Brig  Regent,  akae  Tnpacamaro    .       -       . 
Schooner  Romp,  aUae  Santalecino 
Schooner  Felix  Cabang;  aHae  Aret 
Schooner  Young  Spartan      -       •       .. 
Brig  True-blooded  Yankee    .... 
Schooner  Capelin,  aUae  Artegaa,  atiae  Minerta 

CorretU  Horatio 

Corvette  Curiaxo  -..••. 


Captains'  names. 


BelUgne  - 
Debraj  - 
Amigoty  • 
La  Maison 
Rartigne  - 
Drouet  • 
Bomingtte 
Semet 


Hodaon    - 
•John  Smith 
Joseph  Almevda 
Thomas  fiojie  • 
Thomas  Taylor 
Joseph  Staabrd 

James    Chaytor 

DaTy 

James  Barnes  - 

John  Chase 

Francis  Mason  - 

Fisk 

Rerilla     - 

Moore 

DaTidTewet    • 

Champlin 


Delana 


Ports  of  armament 
or  Of  uipment* 


New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
Barrataria 
Charleston  - 
Charleston  - 
PhUadelphU  - 
Philadelphia  • 
Baltimore 
Baltimore  • 
Baltimore 
Baltimore    .- 

Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 
New  York    - 
New  York    • 
NflwYori^    . 
New  York    - 


Destination. 


Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 
NauUa. 
Nautia. 


Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Amelia  Island. 
Amelia  Island. 
Westlndes. 
Atlantic 
Coast  of  Spain. 
Gulf  of  Mexio6. 
Coast  of  Cubft. 
Coast  -of  Spain. 

Coast. of  Spain. 
Buenos  Ayreo. 
Coast  of  Spain. 
Coast  of  Spain. 
Coast  of  Spain. 
Norfolk. 
Port^an-Prince. 
Stoaits  Bahama. 
SaTannah. 
Unknown. 
Buenos  Aytes. 
Buenos  Ajree. 


WxsuseTov,  Nooember  16, 1818. 

No.  3. 

A  eummary  etatement  of  money  and  property  taken 
out  ofSpanieh  veoeeb,  known  to  have  been  orowht 
into  the  United  Statee  in  Ameriean  ffeeeek,  anathe 
jnrivateere  by  which  they  were  phmdend/  exhibit* 

.  inf  the  remUt  wprutm  otate  of  ihe  daimt  to  q6« 
tam  rettitution  thereof ,  to  wii  : 

At  New  Orleans.  Restoration  of  sereoty  slaree 
of  the  carjgo  of  the  bark  Yolador,  elaodeitioely 
conveved  there  by  the  piratical  captors,  olaimed 
and  obtained  by  Don  Yiacente  Ordozgoiti,  of 
Pensaeola. 

At  the  same  plaee.  Certain  property  found  on 
board  a  vessel  aoandoned  br  the  American  troops 
to  the  Barrataria  pirates,  claimed  by  Don  Diego 
Morpby,  Yice  Consul,  ordered  to  be  delirared  to 
um. 

At  the  same  place.  Restoration  of  certain 
Spanish  property,  brought  there  in  the  Petit 
Milan  privateer,  claimed  and  obtained  by  the 
same  Consul. 

At  the  same  place.  Restoration  of  certain  prop- 
erty, brought  there  by  the  Presidente  priTateer, 


claimed  and  obtained  by  the  same  Consul,  for 
account  of  the  lawful  owners. 

At  the  same  place.  Restoration  of  thirteen 
casks  of  clothing,  brought  there  by  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Alonzo  from  Galrestoo,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  pieces  of  Madras  handker- 
chiefs, claimed  by  His  Majesty's  Consul,  Don 
Felipe  Fatio,  both  still  pending. 

Claim  by  the  same  Consul  of  thirty  boxea  of 
sugar,  brought  to  New  Orleans  from  Galtreaton  ; 
result  yet  unknown. 

Claim  by  the  same  of  sundry  mercbandiae, 
brought  to  New  Orleans  on  board  the  Mount 
Vernon ;  not  decided  on. 

At  Charleston.  Claim  of  property  saved  from 
the  Spanish  prize  brig  Jupiter,  lost  after  cap- 
ture by  pirates  at  the  entrance  of  that  river ; 
order  for  its  restoration  yet  unknown. 

In  the  year  1813,  the  Anglo-American  priva- 
teer.Revenge,  Captain  Batler,  after  having  com- 
mitted numerous  acts  of  piracy,  boarded,  under 
English  colors,  the  Spanish  ship  Iris,  bound 
from  Havana,  or  Carthasena,  in  South  America, 
to  Spain,  witn  a  cargo  of  fifty-five  thousand  doU 
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lars  la  specie,  of  prorlnefal  moaef,  stlrer  la 

bars,  and  other  raluaUe  articles.    There  exists 
almost  positive  proof  that  the  captain  of  the 
ReTenge,  not  satisfied  with  robblBg  the  Span- 
iards of  their  property,  endeavored  to  choke  the 
pamps,  and  sink  the  ship,  with  all  the  crew. 
The  captain  and  some  of  the  crew  were  arrested, 
'and  confined  in  jail  at  Charleston ;  bat,  notwith- 
'standin^  the  satisfactory  evidence  produced  by 
Ris  Majesty's  Consnl  on  the  trial,  he  was  liber- 
ated, and  only  a  thousand  and  some  odd  dollars, 
found  on  board  ihe  privateer,  recovered.    Don 
Felipe  Aldaytarriaga,  agent  for  the  Iris,  had  re- 
course afterwards  to  the  courts  at  Philadelphiai 
'which  confirmed  the  sentence  of  the  court  at 
Chsrlestoo,  for  the  liberation  of  Captain  Butler 
and  his  crew,  freed  the  owners  of  the  Revenue 
from  ail  responsibility  to  the  owners  of  the  Ins, 
and  even  ordered  the  money  found  on  board  the 
Revenge  to  be  restored  tQ  the  crew.    An  official 
representation  of  this  transaction  was  made  to 
the  President,  but  without  efiect. 
,    Don   Antonio  Argote  ViJlalobosj  Consul  at 
Charleston,  and  vested  with  full  powers,  claimed 
an  obtaineo  an  attachment  on  one  hundred  and 
twentjr  boxes  of  sugar,  fifty-five  barrels  of  cof- 
fee, and  four  pacluffes  of  white  wax,  brought 
there  by  the  Amelia  Island  pirates,  through  St, 
Mary's,  in  Georgia;  which  claim  is  still  pending. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  last  year,  tne  same 
Consul,   through  the  medium  of  an  agent  de- 
spatched to  St.  Mary's,  had  an  attachment  laid 
on  certaio  Spanish  property  brought  there  from 
Amelia  Island,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thoa- 
rand  dollars,  among  which  was  a  quantity  of 
snuff  and  cigars,  public  property,  shipped   on 
board  the  Spanish  ship  Union  Carmelita,  Cap- 
lain  Fs.  Roura,  captured  by  the  insurgents ;  this 
case  still  pending. 

At  Norfolk.  Claim  by  Don  Pablo  Chacou, 
Consul  there,  of  monev  and  property  brought 
there  hj  the  privateer  Potosi,  (UioM  the  Spartan, 
Of  Baltimore,  Captain  Joho  Chase,  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  Spanish  ship  **  Ciencia,''^ captured 
by  that  privateer,  on  her  passage  from  Havana 
to  Cadiz ;  failed  for  want  of  evidence. 

At  the  same  place.  Claim  by  Don  Antonio 
Argote  y  illaiobos,  when  Consul  there,  of  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  elj^hty-sevea  ceroons  of  coch< 
ineaL  mostly  belonaing  to  the  Sjmnish  vessels 
Ike  Bantaaderaiid  the  Saatistma  Triaidad^oliiit 
tii^  MiBso,  captured  by  the  ^ivataers  looepen- 
dencia  del  Bud  and  the  Aha  vela,  qUob  the  Romp, 
Captains  Chaytor  and  Qrennolds,  on  their  pas- 
sage from  Vera  Craz  to  Havana ;  still  pending* 
At  the  same  place.  Claim  by  Don  Pablo 
Chacou  of  the  restitution  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  eeroons  of  barks,  twenty-eight  eases 
of  extract  of  Brazil,  and  thirteen  baiffs  of  cotton, 
6tk  board  the  VeaezueU  privateer  the  America 
Libre,  aUaa  the  Neptuno,  Ca]>tain  Bernard,  ar- 
rired  from  Margarita;  restitution  not  obtainedi 
as  well  from  want  of  proof  to  identify  the  prop- 
irty,  aa  the  refusal  of  the  aatbortties  at  Norfolk 
to  attach  it,  agreeably  to  the  demattd  of  the 
OonsttL 


Don  Pablo  Chacou  claimed  and  obtained  an 
attachment  on  forty-seven  boxesof  white  Havana 
suffar,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  board  the  American 
scnooner  Atlantic,  Captain  Butler,  from  Port-aifr* 
Prince,  the  said  sugar  having  been  taken  from 
on  board  the  Spanish  brig  San  Antonio  by  the 
pirate  called  the  Invincible;  this  suit  still  pending* 

At  Baltimore.  Claim  by  Don  Pablo  Chacon, 
when  Consul  there,  of  the  restitution  of  two  cases 
of  silks,  declared  to  have  been  taken  on  the  high 
seas,  and  two  boxes  of  lace,  brought  in  by  ine 
piratical  shooner  Mongore,  CaptainBarnes;  failed 
for  want  of  proof. 

The  American  schooner  Remittance,  Captain 
Rogers,  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  Port-au-Prince, 
with  the  following  property,  taken  by  the  pirate 
Potosi,  Captain  John  Chase,  from  .on  board  the 
Spanish  ship  "  Ciencia,"  captured  on  her  voyage 
from '  Havana  to  Cadiz,  nameljr :  three  cases  of 
wrought  plate,  one  of  jewelry  thirtv-three  bundles 
of  cochineal,  three  of  jalap,  and  various  other  * 
valuable  articles.  Claim  by  Mr.  Chacou  of  the 
restitution  of  this  property  to  the  lawful  owners 
still  pending. 

At  the  same  port  of  Baltimore  arrived  the  brig 
Hibernia,  with  several  bags  of  cotton  and  some 
coffee  on  board,  taken  by  the  pirate  the  Patriota, 
Captain  Thomas  Taylor,  from  a  Spanish  boat 
going  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  Powers  sent  by  the 
owners  to  a  merchant  at  Baltimore,  who  lodged 
a  claim  without  delay,  but  has  yet  obtained  no 
decision  in  the  case. 

Into  the  same  port  of  Baltimore  the  following 
property  was  brought  on  board  the  American 
schooner  the  Evening  Post,  Captain  Williams, 
from  Galveston,  having  been  transhipped  on 
board  that  vessel  from  the  Spanbh  polacre  Santa 
Maria,  Captain  Jose  Fort  y  Blanch,  captured  by 
the  pirate  Patriota,  Captain  Stafford,  to  wit :  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  boxes  of  lump  sugar, 
eighty-three  ditto  white,  five  half  boxes  of  ditto, 
nine  packages  of  cotton,  and  one  hundred  ana 
twenty  pieces  Campeachy  wood.  This  property 
wa's  immediately  secreted  by  the  consignee.  Mr» 
John  Laborde,  and  escaped  the  search  or  the 
Consul,  Don  Joaquim  Zamoramo^  who  took  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  an  attachment  laid  on  it. 

At  the  same  port  there  arrived  another  schoon- 
er, the  Amatea,  Captain  Forbes,  from  Ghtlveston, 
with  fifty-four  boxes  of  white  sugar,  seventy- 
three  ditto  lump,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  hides,  taken  from  on  board  the  polacre  San- 
ta Maria  by  the  pirate  Stafford,  and  consigned  to 
the  said  John  Laborde,  who,  in  consequence  of 
the  dilatory  proceeding  of  the  marshal  of  the 
district,  found  time  to  secrete  them,  and  CTade 
the  attachment  granted  at  the  request  of  Mr, 
CoDSol  Zamoramo. 

The  pirate  Patriota,  Captain  Taylor,  arrived 
in  the  Chesapeake,  and  prirately  landed  above 
$83,000  in  gold,  together  with  five  slaves,  taken 
from  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner  San  Miguel, 
Captain  Juan  Velasquez,  bound  from  Maracaibo 
to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba ;  and,  notwithstanding  every 
exertion  used  by  Don  J.  Zamoramo  to  diseover 
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the  plact  of  deporite  o£  tk%  moief  Md  ate'ves, 
M  tetteh  pmrid  fcaiilen. 

TIm  mom  phrtte,  the  Pitriot«,  commanded  by 
CUptMM  StafibH,  atletnpted,  on  tnother  oeci> 
^01  of  hie  arririog  in  the  Olresapeake,  privatelf 
10  laod  fivo  huBdred  boxes  of  tuffar,  taken  from 
4m  boafd  the  polaore  Santa  Maria,  bat  was  able 
10  Itnd  ooIt  forty-fire,  which  were  seized  and 
cottdemoed  bj  the  enstom-bonse  at  Baltimore. 
Tbo  efbrls  or  Che  Ckmsal  to  stop  the  privateer 
PfttrhHa  were  rendered  abortire  by  the  miscon- 
dneiof  the  mafshal  of  the  district. 

The  American  acbooner  Harriet,  Oaptein 
fiouth^omb,  arrired  at  Baltimore  from  GalVesioii 
with  the  following;  property  shipped  on  board 
her  there,  beloo|»ing  to  the  aforesaid  poLacre 
Santa  Maria,  to  wit:  twenty-two  boxes  of  white 
S9gar,  ten  half  boxes  ditto,  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  boxes  of  powdered  sugar,  thirteen  half 
boxes  ditto,  thirteen  cases  of  wine,  one  ton  of 
Canipeachy  wood,  and  twenty-fire  logs  of  ma- 
bogany.  The  whole  claimed  by  Don  Joaquim 
Zamoramo,  and  still  pendiog. 

The  prirateer  Su  Miartin,  Captain  John  Die^ 
ter«brou|jht  into  Baltimore  to  the  amount  of 
1111,000  in  gpld  and  silrer,  belonging,  as  has 
since  appeared,  to  Don  Cristoral  Qrozat,  mcr- 
chant  at  Malaga,  and  taken  from  on  board  a  pol- 
ac;e«  also  belonging  to  him,  captured  by  the  said 
prirateer  June  12, 1817.  The  Consul  Zamoramo 
naring  been  unable  to  trace  this  property,  no  re« 
corery  has  been  made. 

The  American  schooner  Hornet,  Captain  Ring, 
arrived  at  Baltimore  from  St.  Mary's,  m  Cleorgia, 
with  the  followinff  property,  shipped  at  Amelia 
IsJaad :  one  hundred  and  serenteen  boxes  of 
sugar  twenty-four  oeroons  of  indigo,  and  a  par- 
cel of  Campeaohy  wood,  consigned  to  the  said 
Job  D  La  horde ;  attachment  on  which  could  not 
be  laid,  the  marabal's  place  then  being  vacant ; 
and.  before  the  aid  of  the  sheriff  could  be  brought 
ip,  Laborde  lounU  means  to  remore  the  whole. 

The  prirateer  Rie  de  la  Plata,  Captain  Dary, 
landed  at  tbo  saoie  port  the  sum  of  88,090,  tiM 
nraperty  of  which  could  not  be  aacertained  by 
Don  Jea^uim  Zamoramo. 

A  ressd  found  deserted  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Delaware Tapparently  aBpaniard,  from  hier  build 
and  some  remains  of  carso.  Claimed  b^  Don 
Bdna.  Renguenet,  Consul  at  Philadelphia,  on 
behaJf  of  her  lawful  owners }  affair  still  pendiog. 

At  Boston,  Don  Joan  Stoughton  attached  a 
part  of  the  eafgoof  the  Spanish  brig  San  Jose, 
captured  by  lEe  pirate  Romp,  of  Baltimore ; 
aaa,. although  he  owaiaed  an  order  for  her  resti- 
tution to  hor  owners,  ic  has  not  yet  been  effected, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  district  attorney. 

The  sane  Consul  entered  a  claim  at  Boston 
f#r  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Nuestra  fie- 
nora  del  fiuen  Suaeso,  Captain  Jose  Roldam, 
captured  by  the  pirate  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Captain 
Dary,  and  carried  into  Marblehead  by  a  fishing 
schooner*    Claim  still  peadiqg. 

W^aaiMTOM,  NimmaUr  16^  1818. 


Es^ktie^Jfrm  ike  Buen^  Affr^  ikiz^te. 
[No.  4S.    Biisncs  Ayres  Ofsettc,  Saturday,  Novcm* 

her  1,  lair.j 
jIcmi^  of  the  vetteU  wni  in  bv^jmvaUert  of  tkU 
eountryfbr  atgwKcation  by  lieFruu  Court  (Jkargeg 

No.  1.  Ship  Monserrikt,  captured  August  13, 

1815,  by  the  prirateer  corretie  the  Zephir,  Don 
Tomas  Feles,  commander ;  declared  a  good  priM 
the  13ih  October  following,  and  the  cargo  taere- 
upon  delirered  to  Don  Quillermp  G.  Miller,  agen^ 

No.  2.  Schooner  Dirina  Pastora, captured  litli 
September.  1815.  by  the  same  oorretteand  com- 
mander, informally  declared  bad  prize  on  the  16th 
October,  and,  after  regular  proceedings,  a  good  . 
one  on  the  8tb  Noreraber,  following;  cargo  de- 
lirered to  the  order  of  the  commander,  Don  T. 
Feles. 

No.  3.  June  18. 1816,  arrired  here  ship  Conaa- 

Saencra,  captured  by  the  prirateer  corrette  tha 
Llcon,  commanded  by  sergeant-major  Don  Hij^ 
olito  Bucbard,  in  company  with  tbe  ship  Her« 
coles  and  brig  Trinidad,  under  the  comnaaaii 
of  Colonel  Guillermo  Brown,  and  manned  off 
Callao;  declared  good  prize,  together  with  the 
schooner  Andaluz,  arrired  in  October  following; 
which  sentences  are  in  the  possession  of  Don 
Leonardo  Agrelo,  notary,  appointed  in  consa- 
ouence  of  The  circumstance  wkich  occurred  aiter 
declaration. 

[Gsxette  extraordfaiary,  Buenos  Ayres,  Thursdi^j  No- 
vember 6,  isir.j 

MinuU  of  the  cargo  of  the  &HmUh  frize  Mp  Perb, 
from  Cadif,  mounting  ifguna,  brought  mto  Vol' 
patoito* 

412  rough  boxes  of  ironaaongerr,  steel,  aaili^ 
and  tin  plates ;  654  rough  boxes  oi  diffenent  ai • 
tides;  385  oaslu  of  spiritsi  aO^maJI  casks,  aoa- 
tenu  unknown;  80  cakes  of  wax;  90  cases  of 
summed  paper ;  82  bales  of  linen ;  32  boxas  of 
tow  linen ;  6  bales  of  tow  linen ;  24  eaae^  (mfdi- 
anae ;)  100  empty  liquor  cases. 

Vai^abaibo,  October  8, 1817. 

F.  D£  LA  LABTRA. 
A  uue  copy :  QUlDa 

[No.  44.  Buenos  Ayna  Qaxetle^  Salurdayt  Nov«mlNa 

8, 1817.] 

jMmni^veu^emiimbupnp^tmn^efikkoemn^ 
far  ei4fuditfttim  b$  the  Rrize  Couti,ehawgedih$m' 
wUk^lowiij 
«No.4,  Schooner  Leana,  «aptar«d.^tb  Joac^ 

1816,  by  the  schooner  prirataer  Coogreao,  Ca^ 
tain  Jooe  Almeyda;  deeiaffld  good  prize  Slst 
Angnsi  following;  cargo  ordered  to  be  ddiftMA 
to  Don  Darid  Cortes  Ue  Fotesi,  0wncf  of  ttM 
prirateer. 

^No.  6.  Brig  San  Andero,  captured  June  tt| 
1816,  by  the  abore  prirateer ;  declaredipood,  priaa 
30th  September  foilowing ;  ordered  to  be  deitr* 
ered  to  De  Foresu 

*No.  6.  Ship  Nuestra  Seflora  d«  Gfacia,aiiaa 
La  Atrertda,  captured  by  the  abore  pri? aieer  ott 
the  24th  June;  declared  good  prize  29th  OetobCX 
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followiDg  I  ttago  ordered  ta  be  deiirered  to  De 
Forest.  r 

No,  7.  Zebee  Sao  Jose  y  Aoimas,  alias  El 
Valieate,  and  brig  Nuestra,  Sefiora  del  Rosarto, 
oaptured  hj  tbe  schoooer  prirateer  Independen- 
cia,  CaptaiQ  Miguel  Ferreres;  the  former  od 
the  27th  JttQe,  and  the  latter  oa  the  12th  Aasast, 
1816  j  declared  good  prizes  on  the  29th  Octol>er ; 
eargoes  delivered  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

No.  8.  October  29, 1816,  goods  and  merchandise, 
brought  io  bj  the  privateer  schooner  Congreso, 
Captain  AJmeyda,  declared  good  prize;  eight 
registers  exhibited  by  him  of  vessels  tallen  in  with 
on  his  cruise,  to  establish  his  claim  to  them  as 
prizes.  The  said  goods  ordered  to  be  delivered 
to  De  Forest. 

*  No.  9.  Ship  Garlota,  captured  the  24th  July, 
1816,  by  the  same  privateer,  (Congreso;)  declar- 
ed good  prize  14th  November;  cargo  delivered  to 
De  Forest 

*  No.  10.  Brig  San  Buenaventura,  cUia$  Leoni- 
das,  captored  22d  August,  1816,  by  the  privateer 
Independenoia  del  Snd,  Capt.  Don  Diego  Cfaay- 
tor;  declared  ffood  prize  24(h  November;  cargo 
ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Don  Adam  Quy,  agent 
for  said  privateer. 

*No.  11,  Brig  Coneepcion,  captured  tbe  25th 
August,  1815,  by  the  same  privateer,  (Indepea- 
dencia  del  Snd ;)  declared  good  prize  24th  No* 
▼ember ;  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the 
agent,  Quy. 

*  No.  12.  Brig  Sereno,  captured  by  the  schooner 
privateer  Congreso.  Captain  Jose  Almeyda ;  de- 
clared good  prize  the  lat  February,  1818,  at  the 
instance  of  Don  David  Cortes  De  Forest ;  said 
vessel  ordered  to  this  port,  but  proceeded  to 
North  America,  where  ship  and  cargo  are  depos- 
ited. 

*  No.  13.  Brig  Los  Tree  Amigos,  captured  by 
the  same  privateer  j  declared  good  prize  the  1st 
February,  1818,  at  the  instance  of  the  aforesaid 
De  Forest.  Not  arrived  within  these  waters, 
and  presumed  to  hare  borne  away  for  a  port  in 
North  America. 

No.  14.  Schooner  Nue^tra  Sefiora  del  Cartoer, 
alioB  La  Antonia,  captured  14th  November  by 
the  privateer  brig  Montezuma,  Captain  Jorge 
Ross;  declared  good  prize  27th  February;  cargo 
ordered  tol>e  delivered  to  the  ownerof  the  priTa- 
teer,  Don  Jor^ e  Macfarkne. 
_,  No.  16.  Brig  Carmer  y  Aaimas,  captured  off 
Cadkz  by  the  same  privateer ;  declared  good  prize 
21st  May  last;  cargo  delivered  to  Macfarlane. 

*No«16.  Ship  Triton,  captured  25th  January 

a  the  privateer  brig  Tupac-Amaru,  Captain 
arcena  Monroa ;  declared  good  prize  the  17tli 
April  following;  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
Don  David  Cortes  De  Forest. 

*  No.  17.  Brig  Anlrevido.  captured  by  the  pri-^ 
vateer  brig  Independencia  del  Sud  ,CaptaiQ  Die- 
go Chaytor,  27th  July  last ;  declared  good  prize 
at  the  instance  of  Don  David  C.  pe  Forest,  agent 
for  said  privateer;  ordered  here,  but  carried  into 
a  port  of  Boglaod  by  the  prize  master. 

rio.  18.  May  21st,  goods  proceeding  from  three 
prizes  captured  by  the  privateer  brig  Montezu- 
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ma,  Captain  Georce  Ross;  declared  good  prize: 
registers  deposited  by  him;  goods  ordered  to  be 
delivered  to  the  owner  of  the  privateer,  Don  Jorge 
MacCarlane. 

*No.  19.  Ship  Ciencia,  captured  5th  October 
by  tbe  privateer  schooner  Potosi,  Captain  John 
Chace ;  declared  good  prize  21st  May ;  vessel  and 
cargo  sold  at  Port-au-Prince ;  proceeds  deposited 
till  further  advice  from  that  Government. 

*No.  20.  Ship  Santander,  alias  Los  Soatos 
Martires.  captured  6th  May  by  tbe  privateer  brig 
Invincible,  David  Jewett,  commander  and  owner; 
declared  good  prize  29th  August;  cargo  ordered 
to  be  delivered  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest,  agent. 

*No.21.  Poleacre  Jita,  captured  1st  March  by 
the  aforesaid  privateer.  Captain  David  Jewett ; 
declared  good  prize  15th  September  following. 

No.  22.  Ship  Ferera,  0lias  La  Roig,  captured 
Isf  July  by  the  privateers  Independencta  and  San 
Mkrtin;  declared  good  prize  15th  September: 
cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Adam  Guy  and 
John  Higinboiham,  agents. 

[No.  46.  BusnosAjres  Gasette,  Saturday,  Kovsmber. 

»,  1817.] 

Utter  4tf  the  commander  ofik€,pr%mtser  Tmeuman  io 

the  Minister  at  War. 

Armed  acBOONBR  TnciiMaii, 
at  anchor  off  TsneHffe,  Sept.  10^  1817. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I 
sailed  on  the  3d  of  June  from  New  Orleans,  with 
a  Government  commission,  on  a  cruise,  first  .off 
Havana,  and  thenceoff Cadiz,  in  which  I  captured 
twenty-four  Spanish  vessels,  four  of  which  were 
ordered  to  Baepoe  Ayres,  one  burnt,  and  the  rest, 
being  of  little  value,  given  up  tOHhe  prisoners. 
On  my  cruise,  I  boarded  26  English,  24  American, 
10  French,  2yenezueia,  2  Portuguese,  1  Austrian, 
2  Swedish,  1  Danish,  1  Genoese,  and  24  Spanish 
vessels.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,'dbc. 

GEORGE  WILSON. 


Account  ^veseek  eent  in  bv  privateers  of  tUe  country 
for  adjudication  by  the  Prize  Court  ehargoi  thtrs' 
withy  continued^  to  wit  .* 

No.  23.  SchoonerNiiestra  Seilorade  Mercedes, 
alias  La  Corsa,  captured  29th  June,  by  the  two 
privateers  above  mentioned ;  declared  good  prize 
20th  Septembeir ;  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered 
to  the  same  agents. 

No.  24.  Ship  Iris,  captured  3d  July  by  the.pri- 
vateer  schooner  Tucuman,  Captain  Don  Franco. 
Toarner ;  declared  good  prize  25th  September ; 
cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Don  Juan  Pedro 
Aguirre,  owner. 

^  No.  25.  Brig  StOr  Cristo  de  la  Salad,  captured 
17tb  June  by  tbe  privateer  schooner  San  Maitin, 
Captain  Isaac  W.  Martin ;  declared  food  prize 
1st  October;  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
Don  Juan  Higinbotham,  owner. 

*No.  26.  Brig  Teneriffe,  captured  3d  July  by 
the  privateer  schooner  Congreso,  Captain  Jose 
Almeyda ;  declared  good  prize  9th  October;  cargo 
ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre, 
owner. 
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N.  B.  Id  like  manner  were  •djodicaud  and 
eomieinned  as  good  prizes  the  foUowing  TOMels, 

Tia: 

Ship  Nueslra  Sefiora  de  los  Dolores,  <i<ia#  Pri- 
nera,  from  Harana  to  CadiZ|  captured  by  the 
prirateer  Independencia ;  case  pendiDff  on  a  claim 
pat  in  by  Don  Jose  Maria  de  la  Carrera,  for 
amount  of  the  ressel  and  freight. 

Ship  ^Naestra  Sefiora  del  Boen  Sueeso,  alias 
La  Esperaoia,  from  Cadiz  to  Manilla,  captured 
by  the  Independencia  and  Mongore  privateers ; 
eases  new  oefore  your  excellency,  by  appeal 
from  the  agents  of  both  prirateers,  as  to  the  por- 
tioi^  they  are  td  r^eeive  of  the  whole  proceeds. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
the  JSepartment  of  War  and  the  Marine. 

JUAN  JOSB  Dfl  ECHEYARRIA. 

Bt7BN08  AYRse,  OoMer  14,  1817. 

Aemunt  of^tmtk  carrivtdhen  from  seotfrom  the  Idih 

instant  to  iku  daU* 

18th.  Prize  polacre  San  Franco,  de  Aeis,  aUaa 
Los  Dos  Hermanos,  from  HaTana  to  Cadiz, 
l^avtured  at  T^rceirk  by  the  national  privateer 
schooner  Congreso,  Captain  Ezra  Drew,  with  a 
aargo  of  sugar  and  Campeachy  wood,  consignad 
to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Agairre. 

BuBMOB  Atbes,  Nw.  20, 1817.^-ilfiefa/^ui. 

[No.  47.    Bnenos  Ayres  Gazette,  Batarday,  Novem 

bar,  29,  1817.] 

Account  ofwMMfiU  arrived  hertjtvm  ho,  from  ThwrS' 
day,the^th,totki9daie.  . 

*  22d.  Spanish  prize-ship  Jesus,  from  Harana 
to  CadiiS,  captured  24th  July  last,  off  Teroeira,  by 
the  national  cruiser  San  Mailin,  Capt.  Sprague, 
witli  a  caiit^of  628  pipes  of  brandy,  and  34 boxes 
of  sugar ;  consigned  to  Don  Juan  Higinbotham. 

24tii.  Spanish  prize-brig  Gerona,  captured  lOth 
August  last,  off  ibe  Western  islands^  on  her  voy- 
age from  Haraaa  to  Malaga,  by  the  national 
cruiser-brig  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Captain  Clemente 
B.  Durell,  with  1,157  boxes  sugar,  20  bags  coffee, 
1,140  hides,  287  qointafs  Campeachy  Wood,  and 
6  logl  cf  mahogany;  coitsigoed  to  Don  Juan 
Higinbotham. 

Saniie  date.  National  cruiser  sch6oner  Con- 
greso,  Captain  Jose  Joaquin  Almeyda,  from  a 
cruise  off  the  Canary  islands,  which  she  left  on 
the  Idth  ultimo,  with  3  boxee;  containing  corre- 
apondence  captured  from  the  enemy ;  consigned 
to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

[No.  48.    Buenos  Ayres  Oaaette,  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1817.] 

Aoeountt  ofvuuU  arrived  from  sea,  from  7%ar9day, 
trth  uUimo,  to  /Am  date. 

*  November  29.  Spanish  prize  brig  Sto.  Cristo 
from  Lima  to  Cadiz,  captured  1st  ^ptember  off 
Santa  Maria,  Terceiras,  by  the  national  cruiser 
brig  Tupac-Amaru,  Captain  Juan  Magfudole. 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  copper,  Jesuit's  bark,  ana 
cocoa;  consigned  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest 
dt  Co. 

*  December  3.  Prize  ship  Diana,  Captain  Ja- 
cobo  Bartten,  from  Havana  to  Cadiz,  captured 


off  the  Balearic  islands  by  the  aehooner  privateer 
Congreso,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  coffee,  coehl* 
neai,  tortoiae-shell,  tarza,  hides,  and  Camjienehy 
wood  'f  consigned  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

*..^..  Prize  brig  Hermosa  Maria,  Captnin 
Thomas  Traake,  from  Laguayra  to  Cadiz,  cap- 
tured 4th  October  last,  off  Cape  Santa  Maria^  by 
the  schooner  privateer  Congreso ;  cargo,  eolton 
and  cocoa ;  consiffoed  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

*-— ^•.  Prize  brig  Belos,  from  Barcelona  to 
Cadiz,  thence  to  Havana,  captured  off  Cape  Spar- 
tel  by  the  schooner  privateer  Tucuman,  Captain 
Williams;  cargo,  wme ;  consigned  to  Don  uavid 
C.  De  Forest  dt  Co. 

— — •  Privateer  schooner  Tuenman,  Cantnin 
Jorge  Williams,  from  a  cruise  off  Cadlst;  left  t^e 
12tb  October  last;  cargo,  wine  and  sundries; 
consigned  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest  dk  Oo» 

[No.  49.    Buenos  Ayres  Osiette^  Qaturday,  Deoett- 

ber  13»  1817.] 

iteeeim^  oftessels  arrived  herefrom  sm^from  ThmtM 
day,  tkiMimtamij  to  this  date. 

*6th.  Spanish  pfize  brig  San  Franoisco  de 
Paula,  Captain  Quillermo  Barrs,  from  Vigo  ic 
Barcelona,  captured  2d  September  Hm,  off  Cape 
Santa  Maria,  by  the  privateer  schooner  Cttogre- 
so ;  cargo,  270  pressed  bundles  of  Sardiniaa ;  con- 
signed to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Agiitite. 

*  Same  date.  Spanish  prize  brig  Maria  Joseft, 
Captain  Julian  Chevas,  captured  by  the  privateer 
schooner  Tui^oman  off  Cadiz ;  cargo,  150  casks 
of  Sardinias,  and  80  bundles  of  leather;  coa- 
signed  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest  A  Co. 

[No.  61.  Buenos  Ayres  Gtzette,  Sstardsy,  Deoenbsr 

87,  1817.] 

Account  of  vessels  arrived  hers  fr-om  tea,  ^m  T&an- 
dajf,  IM  instottt^io  this  date. 

19th.  Spanish  prize  ship  Bdariana,  oltat  La 
Veloz,  Captain  Jose  Mters,  captured  off  Cadis  by 
the  national  cruiser  schooner  Congreso;  car^e, 
512  boxes  white  sugar,  349  powdered  ditto,  and  40 
logs  of  mahogany ;  consigned  to  Don  Joan  Peto 
Aguirre. 

[No;  23.  Buenos  Ayres  Osaette,  8atarday,  Jenaary 

10,  1818.J 

Aeamnt  ofoessek  arrived  herefrom  sea,/rom  Iters- 
day,  1st  instant,  to  Ms  4at». 

5th.  National  eruiser  Bl  Qeneral  San  Mattin, 
from  a  crnise  off  Cadiz;  Mi  18th  October  last, 
having  captured  two  Spanish  ships,  the  Maria 
Josef a^otide  La  Teloz,  add  the  Paraguay,  both 
from  Havana  to  Cadiz ;  cargoes,  suj^r,  coiSse, 
cocoa,  and  dye  woods ;  consigned  to  Don  Joan 
Higinbotham. 

WASBiiiGTOif,  November  10, 1818. 


T%e  Secretary  of  State  to  George  W.  Erving,  Bsq* 

Departkbnt  OP  Statb, 
WaehmgUm,  November  28,  1818. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  to  No.  92,  inclusive, 
with  their  enclosures,  have  been  received  at  this 
Department.    Among  these  endosurea  are  the 
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«eTer«l  notes  addressed  to  yoa  by  Mr.  Pizarro  ii^ 
relfttioB  to  the  transactions  ddring  the  campaign 
of  Qeoeral  Jackson  against  the  Seminole  Iii- 
diansj  and  the  banditti  of  negproes  combined  with 
them,  and  particvlarly  to  his  proceedings  in  Flo- 
rida without  the  boaadaries  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  fourth  and  last  of  these  notes  of  Mr. 
Picarro,  he  has  given  formal  notice  that  the 
King,  his  master,  has  issued  orders  for  the  sus- 

Sension  of  the  negotiation  between  the  United 
Itates  and  Spain  until  satisfaction  shall  bare 
been  made  by  the  American  Qovernmeat  to  him 
for  these  proceedings  of  (General  Jackson,  which 
he  considers  as  acts  of  unequivocal  hostility 
against  him,  and  as  outrages  upon  his  honor  and 
digDity ;  the  only  acceptable  atonement  for  which 
is  stated  to  consist  in  a  disavowal  of  the  acts  of 
tbe  American  General  thus  complained  of,  the 
infliction  upon  him  of  suitable  punishment  for 
*bis  supposed  misconduct,  and  the  restitution  of 
tbe  posts  and  territories  taken  by  him  from  the 
Spanish  authorities,  with  indemnity  for  all  the 
property  taken,  and  all  damages  and  injuries, 
public  or  private,  sustained  in  consequence  of  it. 

Within  a  very  few  days  after  this  notification, 
Mr.  Pizarro  must  have  received,  with  copies  of 
tbe  correspondence  between  Mr.Onis  and  this 
Department,  the  determination  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  President  to  restore  the  places  of 
Pensaeola,  with  the  fort  of  Barancas,  to  any 
person  properly  authorized  on  the  part  of  Spain 
to  receive  them,  and  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  to  any 
Spanish  force  adequate  to  its  protection  against 
the  Indians,  by  whom  its  forcible  occupation 
bad  been  threatened  for  purposes  of  hostility 
against  the  United  States.  The  officer  com- 
manding at  the  post  has  been  directed  to  coo- 
aider  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  as  such  adequate 
force,  and,  in  case  of  iheir^ippearanee  with  pro- 
per authority,  to  deliver  it  up  to  their  commander 
accordingly. 

From  the  last-mentioned  oorrespondei^ce,  the 
flpanish  Qovernment  must  likewise  have  been 
satisfied  that  tl^e  occupation  of  these  places  in 
Spanish  Florida  by  the  commander  of  the  Ameri- 
^u  foroes  was  net  by  irirtue  of  any  orders  re- 
ceived by  him  f^ora  this  Government  to  that 
•flfect,  nor  with  any  view  of  wresting  tbe  pro- 
Tinoe  from  the  posseesion  of  Spain,  nor  in  any 
Bptrit  of  hostility  to  the  Spanisn  Government; 
that  it  arose  from  incidents  which  occurred  in  the 
prosecviion  of  the  war  against  the* Indians,  from 
tbe  nnmlntnt  danger  in  which  the,  fort  of  St. 
Malk  was  of  being  seized  by  the  In*diaos  them- 
•elvet,  and  from  the  manifestations  of  hostility  to 
the  Unit<ed  States  hy  the  commandant  of  St. 
Mark's  and  the  Governor  of  Fensacola,  the  proofs 
nf  which  were  made  known  to  General  Jackson, 
and  impelled  him,  from  the  necessities  of  self- 
defence,  to  the  steps  of  which  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment complains. 

It  might  be  sufficient  to  leave  the  vindication 
of  these  measures  upon  those  grounds,  and  to 
fornish,  in  the  enclosed  copies  of  General  Jack- 
sod's  letters,  and  the  vouchers  by  which  they  are 
supported,  the  evidenee  of  that  hostile  spirit  on 


^he  part  of  the  Spanish  oomnanders,  but  for  the 
terms  in  which  Mr.  Pizarro  speaks  of  tbe  ezeen- 
tion  of  two  British  subjects  taken,  one  at  the  fort 
of  St.  Mark,  and  the  other  at  Suwanee,  and  the 
intimation  that  these  transactions  may  lead  to  « 
chanffe  in  the  relations  between  the  two  nnttons, 
which  is  doubtless  intended  to  be  understood  as 
a  menace  of  war. 

It  may  be,  therefore,  proper  to  remind  the  Qtvff* 
ernment  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the  incidents 
in  which  this  Seminole  war  originated,  as  well 
as  of  the  circumstances  connect^  wkh  it  in  the 
relational  between  Spain  and  her  ally,  whom  she 
supposes  to  have  been  Iniored  by  the  proceedings 
of  General  Jackson ;  and  to  give  to  the  Spanish 
Cabinet  some  precise  information  of  tbe  nature 
of  tbe  business,  peculiarly  interesting  to  Spain, 
in  Which  these  subjects  of  her  allies,  in  wnoae 
favor  she  takes  this  interest,  were  engaged,  when 
their  prefects  of  every  kino  were  terminated  in 
consequence  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  af 
General  Jackson. 

In  tbe  month  of  August,  1814,  while  a  war  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  which  Spain  had  formally  declared  her- 
self neutral,  a  British   force,  not  in  the  freidli 
pursuit  of  a  defeated  and  flying  eneniy,  not 
overstepping  an  imaginary  and  equivocal  bound- 
ary between  their  own  territories  and  those  be- 
longing, in  some  sort,  as  much  to  their  enemy  as 
to  Spain,  but  approaching  by  sea.  and  by  a  broad 
and  open  invasion  of  the  Spanisn  province,  at  a 
thoasand  miles  or  an  ocean's  distance  from  any 
British  territory,  landed  in  Florida,  took  posses- 
sion of  Pensacola  and  the  fort  of  Barancas,  and 
invited,  by  public  proclamations,  (document  No. 
1,)  all  tbe  runaway  negroesj  all  the  savage  In- 
dians, all  the  pirates,  and  all  the  traitors  to  their 
country  whom  thev  knew  or  imagfned  to  exist 
within. reach  of  their  summons^  to  join  their 
standard,  and  wage  an  exterminatragwar  against 
thajfiortion  of  the  United  States  immediately  bor- 
dering upon  this  neutral  and  thus  violated  terri- 
tory of  Spain.   The  land  cqmmandeir  of  this  Brit- 
ish force  was  a  certain  Colonel  Nicholls,  who, 
driven  from  Pensacola  by  the  approach  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  actually  left  to  be  blown  op  the 
Spanish  fort  of  Barancas  when  be  found  it  could 
not  afford  htm  protection  ;  and,  etacnating  that 
part  of  ti^e  provinoe,  landed  at  another,  estab- 
lished himself  im  the  Appalachicola  river,  and 
there  erected  a  fort  from  which  to  sally  forth  with 
his  aiotley  tribe  of  black,  white,  and  red  com- 
bataota  against  the  defenceless  borders  of  the 
United  States  in  that  vicinitv.    A  part  of  this 
force  consisted  of  a  corps  or  colonul  marines, 
levied  in  the  British  colonies,  in  which  George 
Woodbine  was  a  captain,  and  Robert  Christie 
Ambrister-  was  «  lieutenant.    (Nos.  2  b.  dO,  60.) 

As  between  the  Uuited  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, we  should  be  willing  to  bury  this  transaction 
in  the  same  grave  of  oblivion  with  other  trans- 
actions of  that  war,  had  the  hostilities  of  Colonel 
Nicholls  terminated  with  the  war;  but  he  did 
not  consider  the  peace  which  ensued  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  as  haTing 
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pat  tD  eod,  either  to  bis  milittry  oeeapatioDs,  or 
to  bis  negotiations  with  the  lodians  agaioBt  the 
United  States.  Several  months  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  he  retained  his 
post,  and  his  party-colored  forces  in  military 
array.  By  the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty  (No. 
2  6.)  the  United  States  had  stipulated  to  put  an 
end,  immediately  after  lis  ratification,  to  hostili- 
ties with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with 
whom  they  might  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  the 
ratification,  and  to  restore  to  them  all  the  posses- 
sions which  they  had  enjoyed  in  the  year  1811. 
This  article  had  no  application  to  the  Creek  na- 
tion, with  whom  the  United  States  had  already 
made  peace,  by  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  9th 
day  of  August,  1814,  more  than  four  months  be- 
fore the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  signed.  Yet  Col- 
onel NichoUs  not  onl^  afiected  to  consider  it  as 
applying  to  the  Seminoles  d  Florida,  and  the 
outlawed  Red  Sticks,  whom  he  had  induced  to 
join  him  there^  but  actually  persuaded  them  that 
they  were  entitled,  by  rirtue  of  the  Treaty  o{ 
Ghent,  to  all  the  lands  which  had  beloo|[ed  to 
the  Creek  nation  within  the  United  States,  in  the 
year  1811,  and  that  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  would  support  them  in  that  pretension. 
He  asserted  (No.  2.  a.  c.)  also  this  doctrine  in  a 
correspondence  with  Colonel  Hawkins,  then  the 
agent  of  the  United  States  with  the  Creeks,  and 
gave  him  notice  in  their  name,  with  a  mockery 
of  solemnity,  (No.  9,)  that  they  had  concluded  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  and 
a  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce,  with  Grea.t 
Briuin,  of  which  more  was  to  be  heard  after  it 
should  be  ratified  in  England.  Colonel  Nicholls 
then  evacuated  his  fort,  which,  in  some  of  the  en- 
closed ]Nipers,  is  called  the  Fort  at  Prospect  Bluff, 
but  which  he  had  denominated  the  British  post 
on  the  Appalachicola )  took  with  him  the  white 
portion  of  his  force,  and  eitibarked  for  England 
with  several  of  the  wretched  savages  whom  he 
was  thus  deluding  to  their  fate,  amonff  whom  was 
the  prophet  Francis  or  Hillis  Hadjo,  and  left 
the  fort,  amply  supplied  with  military  stores  and 
ammunitions,  to  the  negro  department  of  his 
allies.  It  afterwards  was  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Negro  Fort, 

Colonel  Hawkins  immediately  communicated 
to  this  Government  the  correspondence  between 
him  and  Nicholls,  here  referred  to,  (copies  of 
which,  marked  Nos.  1  to  5,  are  herewith  en- 
closed,) upon  which,  Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary 
of  State^  addressed  a  letter  (No.  10)  to  Mr.  Baker, 
the  British  Charg6d'Affaire:«at  Washingtoo,com- 
plaioing  of  Nicholls's  conduct,  and  showing  that 
his  pretence  that  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent  could  have  any  application  to  his  In- 
dianf  was  utterly  destitute  ot  foundation.  Copies 
of  the  same  correspondence  were  transmitted  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  then  in  Eng- 
land, with  instructions  (No.  11)  to  remonstrate 
with  the  British  Government  against  these  pro- 
ceedings of  Nicholls,  and  to  show  how  incom- 
patible they  were  with  the  peace  which  had  been 
concluded  between  the  two  nations.  These  re- 
monatrancea  were  accordingly  made,  first  in  per- 


sonal interview  with  Earl  Bathurst  and  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  afterwards  in  written  notes  ad- 
dressed successively  to  them,  (copies  of  which« 
[Nos.  12  a.  6,  13  a.  6.]  together  with  extracts 
from  the  despatches  of  the  American  Ministers 
to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  reporting  what  passed 
at  those  interviews,  are  enclosed.)  Lord  Bath- 
urst, in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  confirmed 
the  facts,  and  disavawed  the  misconduct  of 
Nicholls  ;  declared  his  disapprobation  of  the  pre- 
tended treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive^ 
which  he  had  made ;  assured  the  American  Min- 
ister rhat  the  British  Government  had  refused 
to  ratify  that  treaty,  and  would  send  back  the 
lodians  whom.  Nicholls  had  brought  with  him, 
with  advice  to  make  their  peace  on  such  terms  aa 
they  could  obtain.  Lord  Castlereagh  confirmed 
the  assurances  that  the  treaty  would  not  be  rati- 
fied ;  and  if,  at  the  same  time  that  these  assur- 
ances were  given,  certain  distinctions  of  public 
notoriety  were  shown  to  the  prophet  Hillis  Hadjo, 
and  he  was  actually  honored  with  a  commission 
as  a  British  officer,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  these 
favors  were  granted  him  as  rewards  of  past  ser- 
vices, and  not  as  an  encouragement  to  eipect 
any  support  from  Great  Britain  in  a  continuance 
of  savage  hostilities  against  the  Uaited  States  $ 
all  intention  of  giving  any  such  support  having 
teen  repeatedly  and  earnestly  disavowed. 

The  negro  fort,  however,abandoned  h^  Colonel 
Nicholls,  remained  on  the  Spapish  territory,  oc- 
cupied by  the  banditti  to  whom  he  had  left  it, 
and  held  by  them  as  a  post  from  whence  tq  com- 
mit depredations,  outrages,  and  murders,  and  as 
a  receptacle  for  fugitive  slaves  and  malefactors, 
(No.  1^)  to  the  great  annoyance  both  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  Spanish  Florida.  In  April, 
1816,  General  Jackson  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Got- 
ernor  of  Pensaeola,  calling  upon  him  to  nut  dowa 
this  common  nuisance  to  the  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants of  both  countries.  That  letter,  together 
with  the  answer,  of  the  Governor  of  Pensaeola, 
(No.  15,)  has  already  been  communicated  to  the 
Spanish  Minister  here,  and  bv  him  doubtless  to 
his  Ctovernment.  Copies  of  ihem  are,  neverthe- 
less, now  again  enclosed ;  particularly  as  the  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  explicitly  admits  that  this 
fort,  constructed  by  Nicholls  in  violation  both  of 
the  territory  and  neutrality  of  Spain,  was  still  no 
less  obnoxious  to  his  Government  than  to  the 
United  States;  but  that  he  had  neither  sufficient 
force  nor  authority,  without  orders  from  the  Gk>T- 
ernor  General  of  Havana,  to  destroy  it.  It  was 
afterwards;  (No.  23,)  on  the  27th  of  July,  1816. 
destroyed  by  a  cannpn  shot  from  a  gun  vessel  ot 
the  United  States,  which,  in  its  passage  up  the 
river,  was  fired  upon  from  it.  It  was  blown  ap 
with  an  English,  flag  still  flying  as  its  standard, 
and  immediately  after  the  barbarous  murder  of  a 
boat's  crew  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  banditti  left  in  it  by  Nicholls. 

In  the  year  1817,  Alexander  Arbothnot,  of  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  a  British  subject,  first 
appeared  as  an  English  trader  in  Spanish  Florida, 
and  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Nicholls  in  the 
employment  of  instigating  the  Seminole  and  out- 
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Uwed  Red  Sticks  to  Indian  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  by  reviving  the  pretence  that 
they  were  entitled  to  all  the  lands  which  had 
been  ceded  by  the  Creek  nation  to  the  United 
States  in  Aagast,  1814.  As  a  mere  Indian  trader, 
the  intrusion  of  this  man  into  a  Spanish  province 
was  contrary  to  the  policy  observed  by  all  the 
European  Powers  in  this '  hemisphere,  and  by 
none  more  rigorously  than  by  Spain,  of  ezcludifig 
all  foreiffoers  from  intercourse  with  the  Indians 
within  fheir  territories.  It  must  be  known  to  the 
Spanish  Government  whether  Arbutbnot  had  a 
Spanish  license  for  trading  with  the  Indians  in 
Spanish  Florida,  or  not ;  but  they  also  know  that 
Spain  was  bound  by  treaty  to  restrain  by  force 
all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  those  Indians  against 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  for 
them  to  explain  how,  consistently  with  those  en- 
pfagements,  Spain  could,  contrary  to  all  the  mazr- 
ims  of  her  ordinary  policy,  grant  such  a  license 
to  a  foreign  incendiary,  whose  principal  if  not 
his  only  object  appears  to  have  been  to  stimulate 
those  hostilities  which  Spain  had  expressly  stip- 
ulated by  force  to  restrain.  In  his  infernal  in- 
stigations he  was  but  too  successful,  (No.  49.) 
No  sooner  did  he  make  his  appearance  among 
the  Indians,  accompanied  by  toe  prophet  Hillis 
Hadjo,  returned  from  bis  expedition  to  England, 

iNo.  50,}  than  the  peaceful  inhabitants  on  the 
lurders  of  the  United  States  were  visited  with 
all  the  horrors  of  savage  war — the  robbery  of 
their  property,  and  the  barbarous  and  indiscrimi- 
nate murder  of  women,  infancy;  and  age. 

After  the  repeated  expostulations,  warnings,  and 
offers  of  peace,  through  the  Summer  and  Autumn 
of  1817,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
answered  only  by  renewed  outrages,  and  after  a 
deuchment  of  forty  men,  under  Lieutenant  Scott. 
(No.  51  a.)  accompanied  by  seven  women,  had 
been  waylaid  and  murdered  by  the  Indians,  (No. 
61,)  orders  were  given  to  General  Jackson,  and 
an  adequate  force  was  placed  at  his  disposi^l  to 
terminate  the  war.  It  was  ascertained  that  the 
Spanish  force  in  Florida  was  inadequate  for  the 
protection  even  of  the  Spanish  territory  itself 
against  this  mingled  horde  of  lawless  Indians  and 
negroes ;  and,  although  their  devastations  were 
committed  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
they  immediatelv  sought  refuge  within  the  Flo- 
rida line,  and  there  only  wer.e  to  be  overtaken. 
The  necessity  of  crossing  the  line  was  indispensa- 
ble ;  for  it  was  from  beyond  the  line  that  the 
Indians  made  their  murderous  incursions  within 
that  of  the  United  States.  It  was  there  that  they 
bad  their  abode;  and  the  territory  belonged,  in 
fact,  to  them,  although  within  the  borders  of  the 
Spanish  jurisdiction.  There  it  was  that  the 
American  commander  met  the  principal  resist- 
ance from  them ;  there  it  was  that  were  found 
^No.  38)  the  still  bleeding  scalps  of  our  citizens, 
ireshly  butchered  by  them ;  there  it  was  that  he 
released  the  only  woman  who  had  been  suffered 
to  survive  the  massacre  of  the  partjr  under  Lieu- 
tenant Scott.  But  it  was  not  anticipated  by  this 
Government  that  the  commanding  officers  of 
Spain  in  Florida,  whose  especial  duty  it  was,  in 


conformity  to  the  solemn  engagements  contracted 
by  their  nation,  to  restrain  by  force  those  Indiana 
from  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  would 
be  found  encouraging,  aiding,  and  abetting  them, 
and  furnishing  tnem  supplies  for  carrying  on 
such  hostilities.  The  officer  in  command  imme- 
diately before  General  Jackson  was,  therefore, 
specially  instructed  to  respect,  as  far  as  possible, 
toe  Spanish  authority,  wherever  it  was  main- 
tained ;  and  copies  of  those  orders  were  also  fur- 
nished to  General  Jackson,  upon  his  taking  the 
command. 

In  the  course  of  his  pursuit,  as  he  approached 
St.  Marks,  he  was  informed  direct  from  the  Gi>v- 
ernor  of  Pensacola  that  a  party  of  the  hostile 
Indians  had  threatened  to  seize  that  fort,  and 
that  he  apprehended  the  Spanish  garrison  there 
was  not  in  strength  sufficient  to  defend  it  against 
them.  This  information  was  confirmed  from 
other  sources,  and,  by  the  evidence  produced  upon 
the  trial  of  Ambrisier,  is  proved  to  have  been  ex- 
actly true.  By  all  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  of 
war,  as  well  as  of  prudence  and  of  humanity,  he 
was  warranted  in  anticipating  his  enemy  by  the 
amicable,  and,  that  beingjefused,  by  the  forcible 
occupation  of  the  fort.  There  will  need  no  cita- 
tions from  printed  treatises  on  international  law 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is 
engraved  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of 
mankind.  No  writer  upon  the  laws  of  nations 
ever  pretended  to  contradict  it.  None,  of  any 
reputation  or  authority,  ever  omitted  to  assert  it. 

At  Fort  St.  Mark,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  the 
British  Indian  trader  from  beyond  the  seas,  the 
firebrand  by  whose  touch  this  negro-Indian  war 
aj^aittst  our  borders  had  been  rekindled,  was  found 
(No.  34)  an  inmate  of  the  commandant's  family; 
and  it  was  also  found  that,  by  the  commandant 
himself,  councils  of  war  had  been  permitted  to 
be  held  witbin  it  by  the  savage  chiefs  and  war- 
riors; thatlhe  Spanish  storehouses  bad  been  ap- 
propriated to  their  use ;  that  it  was  an  open  mar- 
ket for  cattle  known  to  have  been  robbed  by 
them  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  had  been  contracted  for  and  purchased  by 
the  officers  of  the  garrison ;  that  information  had 
been  afforded  from  this  fort  by  Arbuthnot  to  the 
enemj  of  the  strength  and  movements  of  the 
American  army;  that  the  date  of  departure  of 
express  had  been  noted  by  the  Spanish  commis- 
sary ;  and  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and 
all  necessary  supplies  furnished  to  the  Indians. 

The  conduct  ot  the  Gk)vernor  of  Pensacola  was 
not  less  marked  by  a  disposition  of  enmity  to  the 
United  States,  and  by  an  utter  disregard  to  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty,  by  which  be  was  bound 
to  restrain,  by  force,  the  Indians  from  hostilities 
against  them.  When  called  upon  to  vindicate 
the  territorial  rights  and  authority  of  Spain,  by 
the  destruction  of  the  negro  fort,  nis  predecessor 
had  declared  it  to  be  not  less  annoying  and  per- 
nicious toi  the  Spanish  subjects  in  Florida  than 
to  the  United  States,  but  had  pleaded  his  inabil- 
ity to  subdue  it.  He  himself^had  expressed  his 
apprehensions  that  Fort  St.  Mark  would  be  for- 
I  cibly  taken  by  the  savages  from  its  Spanish  gar- 
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riMA)  yety  at  tk«  v^m^  tgae,  he  hud  reroced  the 
peseag^  up  the  Bscambia  rirer,  unleM  qpoD  the 
ptyment  of  exe«iii?e  dvtiee,  to  proTiuons  dei* 
tiacd  ae  suppliet  for  the  American  army,  which, 
by  th,e  detentien  of  them,  waa  sabjected  to  ihe 
moet  dUtreseiiig  prtvationt.  He  had  permitted 
free  ingress  and  egress  at  Pensacola  to  the  arowed 
savage  enemies  of  the  United  States.  Snpplies 
of  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  prorisions,. 
Imd  been  reeeiTed  by  them  from  thenee*  They 
had  been  received  and  sheltered  there  from  the 
pursuit  of  the  American  forces,  and  suffered  again 
10  ndly  thence,  to  enter  upon  the  Americsn  ter- 
xitory,  and  commit  new  murders.  Finally,  on 
Iha  approach  of  General  Jackson  to  Pensaoola, 
the  GoTcrnor  sent  him  a  let(er  (No.  33)  denounc- 
ing his  entry  upon  the  territory  of  Florida  as  a 
violent  outrage  upon  the  nights  of  Spain,  com- 
manding him  to  oepart  and  withdraw  f>om  the 
same,  and  threatening,  in  case  of  his  non-compli- 
ance, to  employ  force  to  expel  him. 

It  oeeame,  therefore^  in  the  opinion  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  (No.  54,)  indispeasably  necessary  to 
take  from  the  Gtorernor  of  Pensacola  the  means 
of  carrying  his  threat  into  execution.  Before 
the  forces  under  his  command,  the  savste  ene- 
mies of  his  country  had  disappeared,  But  he 
knew  (hat  the  moment  thosd  forces  should  be 
disbanded,  if  sheltered  hy  Spanish  fortresses,  if 
furnished  with  ammunition  and  supplies  by 
(Ipanish  officers,  and  if  aided  and  supported  by 
file  instigation  of  Spanish  encouragement,  as  he 
had  every  reason  to  expect  they  would  be,  they 
would  reappear,  and,  fired,  ia  addition  to  their 
ordinary  terocioosness,  with  revenge  for  the 
ehastisement  they  had  so  recently  received,  would 
again  rush  with  the  war^hatchet  and  the  scalp* 
ing-knife  into  tbe  borders  of  the  United  Siatee, 
and  nurk  ever^  footstep  with  the  bl<M>d  of  their 
defenceless  citizens.  So  far  as  all  the  native 
lesources  of  the  savage  extended,  the  war  was 
at  an  end ;  and  General  Jackson  was  about  to 
fostore  to  their  families  and  their  homes  the 
brave  volunteers  who  had  followed  his  standard, 
and  who  had  constituted,  the  principal  part  of 
his  force.  This  could  be  done  with  safety,  leav- 
ing tbe  regular  portion  of  his  troops  to  garrison 
his  line  of  forts,  and  two  small  detachments  of 
volunteer  cavalry  to  scour  the  oooairy  round 
Pensacola,  and  sweep  off  the  lurking  remnant  of 
savages  who  had  been  scattered  and  dispersed 
before  him»  This  was  sufficient  to  keep  ia  check 
the  remnant  of  the  banditti  against  whom  he 
had  marched,  so  long  as  they  should  be  destitute 
of  other  aid  and  support.  It  was,  in  his  judg- 
ment, not  sufficient,  if  thev  should  be  suffered  to 
rally  their  numbers  under  tne  protection  of  Span- 
ish foru,  and  to  derive  new  strength  from  the 
impotence  or  the  ill-will  against  the  United 
States  of  the  Spanish  authorities. 

He  took  possession,  therefore,  of  Pensacola 
and  of  the  fort  of  Barancas.  as  he  had  done  of 
St.  Mark,  not  in  a  spirit  ot  hostilitjr  to  Spain, 
but  as  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defence;  giv- 
ing notice  that  they  should  be  restored  when- 
avar  Spain  should  place  commanders  and  a  force 


there  able  and  willing  to  fulfil  the  engagementa 
of  Spain  towards  the  United  States,  or  of  re^ 
straining  by  force  the  Florida  Indians  from  hos- 
tilities against  their  citizens.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  give  a  signal  manifesutioa 
of  his  coofidenee  in  the  disposition  of  the  King 
of  Spain  to  perform  with  good  faith  this  India-; 
pensable  engagement,  and  to  demonstrate  to  tba 
world  that  neither  the  desire  of  conquest,  noc 
hostility  to  Spain,  had  any  influence  ia  theeouft- 
cils  of  the  United  States,  has  directed  the  unr 
conditional  restoration,  to  any  Spanish  office? 
duly  authorized  to  receive  tbam,  of  Pensacola 
and  the  Barancas,  and  that  of  St.  Mark's,  to  any 
Spanish  force  adequate  to  iu  defence  against  the 
atuok  of  the  savages.  But  the  President  wiil 
neither  inflict  punishment,  nor  pass  a  censure 
upon  General  Jackson,  for  that  conduct,  the  mo- 
tires  for  which  were  rounded  iu  the  purest  patri* 
otism;  of  the  necessity  for  which  he  had  the 
most  immediate  and  eflectual  means  of  forming 
a  judgment;  and  the  vindication  of  which  ia 
written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  aa 
well  as  in  the  first  law  of  nature— self-defence. 
He  thinks  it,  on  the  contrary,  due  to  the  justice 
which  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  claim 
from  Spain,  and  you  are  accordingly  instructed 
to  demand  of  the  Spanish  Gk>vernment  that  in- 
quiry shall  be  instituted  into  the  conduct  of  Don 
Jose  Mazot,  Governor  of  Pensacola,  and  of  Doa 
Francisco  C.Lueogo,  commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 
and  a  suitable  punishment  inflicted  upon  them, 
for  having,  in  defiance  and  violation  of  the  en- 
gagements of  Spain  with  the  United  Stales, 
aided  atid  assisted  these  hordes  of  savages  ia 
those  very  hostilities  against  the  United  Btatee 
which  it  was  t^eir  official  duty  to  restrain.  Thia 
inquiry  is  due  to  the  character  of  those  officera 
themselves,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  Spanish 
Government.  The  obligation  of  Spain  to  re- 
strain, by  forces  the  Indians  of  Florida  from  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States  and  their  citi« 
zens;  is  explicit,  is  positive,  is  unqualified.  Tha 
fact  that,  for  a  series  of  years,  they  have  received, 
shelter,  assistance,  supplies,  and  protection,  in  the 
practice  of  such  hostilities,  from  the  Spanisli 
commanders  in  Florida,  is  clear  and  unequivocal* 
If,  aa  the  commanders  both  at  Pensacola  and  St- 
Marks  have  alleged,  (Nos.  3d,  42,)  this  has  heea 
the  result  of  their  weakness  rather  than  of  their 
will ;  if  they  have  assisted  the  Indians  agsiast 
the  United  otates  to  avert  their  hostilities  frona 
the  province  which  they  had  not  sufficient  foroa 
to  defend  against  them,  it  mav  serve  in  somo 
measure  toexculpate,  individually,  those  officera; 
but  it  must  carry  demonstration  irresistible  to  tho 
Spanish  Gk>vernment,  that  the  right  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  can  as  little  compound  with  impotenca 
as  with  perfi^dy,  and  that  Spain  must  immediately 
make  her  election,  either  to  place  a  force  in  Flo- 
rida adequate  at  once  to  the  protection  of  her 
territory,  and  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  engage^ 
ments,  or  cede  to  the  United  States  a  province| 
of  which  she  retains  nothing  but  the  nominal 
possession,  but  which  is,  in  met,  a  derelict,  opao 
to  the  occupancy  of  every  enemy,  civilised  or 
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saTgg^,  of  \hB  United  8tat«p|  and  seryjag  no  otber 
earthly  purpose  tbaa  as  a  post  of  ajiQoyance  to 
them. 

That  tbe  parpoeea,aa  well  pf  tbeoegro^Iqdiaa 
baadittlt  with  whom  we  have  been  coo  tending, 
%B  of  the  British  invaders  of  Florida,  who  first 
assembled  and  employed  tb^vO}  and.  of  the  British 
intruding  and  pretended  traders,  since  the  peace, 
who  have  instigated  and  betraved  them  to  de* 
struccion,  have  been  not  less  hostile  to  Spain 
than  to  the  United  States,  the  proofs  contained 
in  the  documents  herewith  enclosed  are  conclu- 
sive. Mr.  Pizarro's  note  q(  !^9th  Auj^ust  speaks 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  profound  indignation 
at  the  **  sanguinary  executions  on  the  Spanish 
soil  of  the  subjects  of  Powers  in  amity  with  the 
Kingj"  meaning  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  Let 
Mr.  Fizarro's  successor  take  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing  the  enclosed  documents,  (No8.49,  56,)  and  he 
wni  discover  who  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister 
were,  and  wbat  were  their  purposes;  that  Ar« 
butbnot  was  only  the  successor  of  NichoUs,  and 
Ambrister  the  agent  of  Woodbine,  and  the  sub- 
altern of  McGregor.  Mr.  Pi^arro  qualifies  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  necessary  pursuit  of  a  defeated 
savage  enemv  beyond  the  Spanish  Florida  line 
as  a  shameful  invasion  of  His  Majesty's  territory. 
Yet  that  territory  was  the  territory  also  of  the 
savage  enemy,  and  Spain  was  bouod  to  restrain 
them  by  force  from  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  ;  and  it  was  the  failure  of  Spain  to  fulfil 
this  engagement  which  had  made  it  necessary 
for  General  Jaekson  to  pursue  the  savage  acrosa 
the  line.  What,  then,  was  the  character  of  Nich- 
oils's  invasion  of  His  Majesty's  territory?  And 
where  was  His  Majesty's  profound  indignation 
at  that  ?  Mr.  Pizarro  i>ays,  His  Majesty's  forts 
and  places  have  been  violently  seized  on  by.Gen- 
eral  Jaekson.  I^ad  they  not  been  seieed  on,  nay, 
had  not  the  principal  of  his  forts  been  blown  up 
by  NichoUs,  and  a  Briiisfa  fore  on  tliesame  Span- 
ish territory  been  erected  during  the  war,  and 
left  standing  as  a  negro  fort,  in  defiance  of  Span- 
ish authority,  after  the  peace?  Where  was  His 
Majesty's  profound  indignation  at  that?  Has 
His  Majesty  suspended  formally  all  negotiation 
with  the  Sovereign  of  Colonel  NichoUs  for  this 
shameful  invasion  of  his  territory,  without  color 
of  provocation,  without  pretence  of  necessity, 
without  shadow  or  even  avowal  of  a  pretext  ? 
Has  Bis  Majesty  given  solemn  warning  to  the 
British  Government  that  these  were  incidents 
'^of  transcendent  moment,  capable  of  produciae 
aja  essential  and  thorough  change  in  the  political 
relations  of  the  two  countries!"  NichoUs  and 
Woodbine,  in  their  invitations  and  promises  to 
the  slaves  to  run  away  from  their  masters  and 
joia  them,  did  not  confine  themselves  to  the 
slaveaof  the  United  States.  They  received  with 
as  hearty  a  welcome)  and  employed  with  equal 
readiness,  the  fugitives  from  their  masters  in 
Florida  as  those  from  Georgia.  Against  this 
special  injniy  the  Governor  of  Pensacoia  did 
earnestly  remonstrate  with  the  British  admiral, 
Cockhnr n.  (See  document  marked  No.  25.)  Bat 
against  the  shameful  invasion  of  the  territory ; 


against  the  vicibeDt  seiiore  of  the  forts  and  places; 
against  the  blowing  up  of  the  nsranoas,  aad  tk9 
erection  and  maintenance,  under  British  banners, 
of  the  negro  fort  on  Spanish  soil;  against  the 
negotiation  by  a  British  officer,  in  the  midst  of 
peace^  of  pretended  treaties,  offensive  and  defea«> 
sive,  acd  of  navigation  and  commerce,  upoa 
Spanish  territory,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spanish  Indians,  whom  Spain  was  bound  to  con* 
trol  and  restrain— if  a  whisper  of  ezpostnlatioft 
was  ever  wafted  from  Madrid  to  London,  it  was 
not  loud  enough  to  be  heard  across  the  Atlantio, 
nor  energetic  enough  to  transpire  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  palaces  from  which  it  issued,  and  la 
which  it  was  borne. 

The.  connexion  between  Arbuthnot  and  Ni^ 
choUs,  and  between  Ambrister,  Woodbine,  and 
McGregor,  is  established  beyond  all  question,  by 
the  evideaoe  produced  at  the  trials  before  this 
poMrt-martiaL  I  have  already  remarked  to  yon 
on  tbe  very  extraordinary  circumstance  thai  a 
British  trader  from  be]rond  the  sea  should  be 
permitted  by  the  Spanish  authorities  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  of  Florida.  From  bis  letter  Co 
Hamhly,  dated  3d  May,  1817,  (see  the  document 
marked  G,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  oourt-mai> 
tial,)  it  appears  that  his  trading  was  but  a  pre- 
tence, and  that  his  principal  purpose  was  to  aiet 
as  the  agent  of  the  Indians  or  Florida,  and  oai« 
laws  from  the  Creeks,  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the 
British  Government  in  their  hostilities  againat 
the  United  States,  He  expressly  tells  HamUy 
there  that  the  chief  of  those  outlaws  was  tbe 
principal  cause  of  his  (Arbuthnot's)  being  in 
the  country,  and  that  he  had  come  with  an  an- 
swer from  Earl  Bathurst,  delivered  to  him  by 
Governor  Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  to  eev* 
tain  Indian  talks,  in  which  the  aid  of  the  Britiah 
GK>vernm6nt  had  been  solicited* 

Hambly  himself  had  been  left  by  NichoUs  aa 
the  agent  between  the  Indians  and  the  British 
Government ;  but  having  found  that  NiehoUa 
had  failed  in  his  attempt  to  prevail  upon  the 
British  Government  to  pursue  this  clandestine 
war  in  the  midst  of  peace,  and  that  they  were 
not  prepared  to  support,  his  pretence  that  half  a 
dozen  outlawed  fugitives  from  the  Creeks  were 
the  Creek  nation ;  when  Arbuthnot,  the  incen^ 
diary,  came,  and  was  iestigating  them,  by  proaa^ 
ises  of  support  from  Great  Britain,  to  commence 
their  murderous  incursions  into  the  United  StatcSj 
Hambly,  at  the  request  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creeke 
themselves,  wrote  to  him,  (Noe.  47,  6,)  warning 
him  to  withdraw  from  among  that  band  of  out- 
laws, and  giving  him  a  solemn  foreboding  of  the 
dooip  that  awaited  him  from  the  hand  of  justiee 
if  he  persevered  in  the  coorse  that  he  pursued* 
Arbuthnot  nevertheless  persisted;  and  while  he 
was  deluding  the  wretched  Indians  with  the 
promise  of  support  from  England,  ha  was  wri- 
ting letters  for  them  (No.  49  B  C  D  E  F)  to  the 
British  Minister  in  the  United  States,  to  Gover- 
nor Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  to  Colonel 
NichoUs,  to  be  laid  before  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  even  to  the  Spanish  Governor  of  St» 
Augustine,  and  the  Governor  General  of  the 
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Havana,  (H  n,  2,)  soUchiDg,  in  all  quarters,  aid 
and  sapport,  arms  and  ammunition,  for  the  Id- 
dians  against  the  United  States,  bewaiiing  the 
destruction  of  the  uegro  fort,  and  charging  tiie 
British  Goveroment  with  having  drawn  the  In- 
dians into  war  with  the  United  States,  and  de- 
serting them  after  the  peace. 

You  will  remark  among  the  papers  produced 
on  bis  trial,  a  power  of  attorney  (No.  49  n.  1) 
dated  June  17.  1817,  given  him  by  twelre  In- 
dians, partly  or  Florida,  and  partly  of  the  fagi- 
tive  outlaws  from  the  United  States*  He  states 
that  his  power  and  his  instructions  were  to  me- 
morialize the  British  Government  and  the  Gor- 
ernor  General  of  the  Havana.  These  papers 
are  not  only  substantially  proved  as  of  his  hand- 
writing on  the  trial,  but,  in  the  daily  newspapers 
of  London  of  the  24ih  and  25th  of  August  last, 
his  letter  to  Nicholls  (compare  Nos.  47  a.  and 
49  F.)  is  published,  (somewhat  curiously  gar- 
bled,) with  a  copy  (No.  47  b.)  of  Hambly's 
above-mentioned  letter  to  him,  and  a  reference 
to  this  Indian  power  of  attorney,  to  him,  (com- 
pare Nos.  47  c.  and  49  n.  1,)  approved  by  the 
commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  F.  C.  Luengo. 
Another  of  the  papers  is  a  letter  written  in  the 
name  of  the  same  chiefs,  by  Arbuthnot,  to  the 
Governor  General  of  the  Havana,  (No.  49  H.) 
asking  of  him  permission  for  Arbuthnot  to  es- 
tablish a  warehouse  on  the  Appalachtcola.  bit- 
terly and  falsely  complaining  that  the  Americans 
had  made  settlements  on  their  lands  within  the 
Spanish  lines,  and  calling  upon  the  Governor 
General  to  give  orders  to  displace  them,  and 
send  them  bsusk  to  their  own  country.  In  this 
letter,  they  assign  as  a  reason  for  asking  the 
license  for  Arbuthnot,  their  want  of  a  person  to 
put  in  writing  for  them  their  talks  of  grievances 
against  the  Americans,  and  they  add :  '*  The 
commander  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  has  heard 
of  all  our  talks  and  complaints.  He  approves 
of  what  we  have  done  and  what  we  are  doing, 
and  it  is  by  his  recommendation  we  have  thus 
presumed  to  address^ your  excellency."  Yon 
will  find  these  papers  in  the  printed  newspapers 
enclosed,  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial,  and  will  point  them  out  to  the  Spanish 
€k>vernment,  not  only  as  decisive  proofs  of  the 
unexampled  compliances  of  the  Spanish  officers 
in  Florida  to  foreign  intrusive  agents  and  instl- 

fators  of  Indian  hostilities  against  the  United 
Itates,  but  as  placing  bayond  a  doubt  that  parti- 
cipation of  this  hostile  spirit  in  the  commandant 
of  St.  Mark's  which  General  Jackson  so  justly 
complains  of.  and  of  which  we  have  so  well- 
founded  a  rignt  to  demand  the  punishment.  Here 
is  the  commandant  of  a  Spanish  fort,  bound  b^ 
the  sacred  engagement  of  a  treaty  to  restrain  by 
force  the  Indians  within  his  command  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  United  States, 
conspiring  with  those  same  Indians,  and  deliber- 
ately giving  his  written  approbation  to  their  ap- 
pointment of  a  foreigner,  a  British  subject,  as 
their  agent  to  solicit  assistance  and  supplies  from 
thte  Governor  General  of  the  Havana,  and  from 
the  British,  for  carrying  on  those  same  hostilities. 


Let  us  come  to  the  case  of  Ambrister.  He  was 
taken  in  arms,  leading^  and  commanding  the  In- 
dians in  the  war  against  the  American  troops; 
and  to  that  charge,  upon  hfs  trial,  pleaded  guilty. 
But  the  primary  object  of  his  coming  there  was 
still  more  hostile  to  Spain  than  to  the  United 
States.  You  find  (No.  58)  that  he  told  three  of 
the  witnesses  who  testified  at  his  trial  that  he  had 
come  to  this  country  upon  Mr.  Woodbine's  busi- 
ness at  Tampa  bav,  to  see  the  negroes  righted; 
and  one  of  them,  tnat  he  had  a  commission  in  the 
>patriot  army  under  McGregor,  and  that  he  had 
expected  a  captaincy.  And  what  was  the  in- 
tended business  of  McGregor  and  Woodbine  at 
Tampa  bay?  It  was  the  conquest  of  Florida 
from  Spain,  by  the  use  of  those  very  Indians  and 
negroes  whom  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's 
was  so  ready  to  aid  and  support  in  war  against 
the  United  States.  The  chain  of  proof  that  es- 
tablishes this  fact  is  contained  in  the  documenla 
communicated  by  the  President  to  Congress  at 
their  last  session,  relating  to  the  occupation  of 
Amelia  Island  by  McGregor.  From  these  docu- 
ments you  will  find  (Nos.  56,  57  a.)  that  while 
McGregor  was  there.  Woodbine  went  from  New 
Providence  in  a  schooner  of  his  own  to  join  him ; 
that  he  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  just  as  McGreg- 
or, abandoning  the  companions  of  his  achieve* 
ment  there,  was  leaving  it;  that  McGregor,  quit- 
ting the  vessel  in  which  he  had  embarked  at 
Amelia,  went  on  board  that  of  Woodbine,  and 
returned  with  him  to  New  Proridence;  that 
Woodbine  had  persuaded  him  they  could  yet  ac- 
complish the  conquest  of  Florida  with  soldiers  to 
be  recruited  at  Nassau  from  the  corps  of  colonial 
marines  which  had  served  under  Nicholls  during 
the  late  war  with  the  United  States,  which  corpa 
had  been  lately  disbanded,  and  with  negroes  to 
be  found  at  Tampa  bay.  and  1,500  Indians  already 
then  engaged  to  Woodbine,  who  pretended  that 
(hey  had  made  a  grant  of  all  their  lands  there  to 
him.  Among  the  papers,  the  originals  of  which 
are  in  our  possession,  are,  in  McGregor's  own 
handwriting,  instructions  (No.  57  b,)  (or  sailing 
into.  Tampa  bay,  with  the  assertion  that  he  cal- 
culated to  be  there  by  the  last  of  April  or  first  of 
May  of  the  present  yearj  a  letter  (c)  dated  27tb 
December  last,  to  one  of  his  acquaintances  in  this 
country,  disclosing  the  same  intention ;  and  the 
extract  of  a  proclamation  (d,)  which  was  to  have 
been  issued  at  Tampa  bay,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Florida,  by  the  person  charged  with  making  the 
settlement  there  before  his  arrival,  announcing 
his  approach  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  then 
from  the  despotism  of  Spain,  and  of  enabling 
them  to  form  a  Government  for  themselves.  He 
had  persuaded  those  who  would  listen  to  him 
here  that  his  ultimate  object  was  to  sell  the  Flor- 
idas  to  the  United  States.  There  is  some  reason 
to  suppose  that  he  had  made  indirect  overtures  of 
a  similar  nature  to  the  British  Government.  This 
was  Ambrister's  business  in  Florida.  He  arrived 
there  in  March,  the  precursor  of  McGregor  and 
Woodbine;  and  immediately  upon  his  arrival  he 
is  found  (No.  49)  seizing  upon  Arbuthoot's  goods, 
and  distributing  them  among  the  negroes  and  In* 
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;  Beizing  upon  his  Tessel,  and  eompeUiog  ils 
master  to  pilot  him,  with  a  bodf  of  armed  ne- 
groes, towards  the  fort  of  St.  Mark,  with  the  de- 
clared purpose  of  taking  it  bf  sarprlse  in  the 
night;  writing  letters  to  CrOTemor  Cameron,  of 
New  Providence,  urgently  caiiing  for  supplies  of 
monitions  of  war  and  of  eannon  for  the  war 
at^ainst  the  Americans,  and  letters  to  Colonel 
Nicholls,  renewing  the  same  demands  of  supplies, 
informing  him  tluit  he  is  with  900  negroes,  **  a 
few  of  oar  Bluff  people,"  who  had  stack  to  the 
oauie,  and  were  relying  anon  the  faith  of  Nich- 
olls's  promises.  '^Our  Bluff  people^  were  the 
people  of  the  negro  fort,  collected  by  Nicholls  and 
Woodbine*^  proclamations  during  the  American 
and  English  war;  and  ^  the  cause"  to  which  they 
stuck  was  the  saraffe,  servile,  exterminating  war 
against  the  United  States. 

Among  the  agents  and  actors  of  snch  virtuous 
enterprises  as  are  here  unveiled,  it  was  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  there  would  be  found  remarkable 
eTidences  of  their  respect,  confidence,  and  good 
faith  towards  one  another.  Accordinglv,  besides 
the  violent  seizure  and  distribution  by  Ambrister 
of  Ar  but  hoot's  proper  tv,  his  letters  to  Cameron 
and  to  Nicholls  are  filled  with  the  distrust  and 
suspicions  of  the  Indians  that  they  were  de- 
ceived and  betrayed  by  Arbuthnot;  while,  in 
Arbuthnot's  letters  to  the  same  Nichollsi  (No.  49 
F)  he  accuses  Woodbine  of  having  taken  charge 
of  poor  F/anels  the  prophet,  or  Hillis  Hadjo, 
upon  his  return  from  England  to  New  Provi- 
dence, and.  under  pretence  of  taking  care  of  him 
and  his  aAairs,  or  having  defrauded  him  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  presents  which  had  been  de- 
livered out  from  the  King's  stores  to  him  for 
Francis's  use*  This  is  one  of  the  passages  of 
Arbuthnot's  letter  (No.  47  a.)  to  Nicnolls,  omit- 
ted in  the  publication  of  it  last  August  in  the 
London  newspapers. 

Is  this  narrative  of  dark  and  complicated  de- 
pravity; this  creeping  and  insidious  war,  both 
against  Spain  and  the  United  States ;  this  mock- 
ery of  patriotism;  these  political  fflters  to  fugi- 
tive slaves  and  Indian  outlaws;  these  perfidies 
and'  treacheries  of  villains  incapable  of  keeping 
their  faith  even  to  each  other;  all  in  the  name  of 
South  American  liberty,  of  the  rights  of  runa- 
way negroes,  and  the  wrongs  of  savage  murder- 
ers— allcombined  and  projected  to  plunder  Spain 
of  her  province,  and  to  spread  massacre  and  de- 
vastation along  the  borders  of  the  United  States — 
is  all  this  sufficient  to  cool  the  sympathies  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  Government,  excited  by  the 
execution  of  these  two  <*  sabjeots  of  a  Power  in 
amity  with  the  King  l"  The  Spanish  Govern- 
ment is  niot  at  this  day  to  be  informed  that^  cruel 
as  war  in  ils  mildest  forms  must  be,  it  is,  and 
necessarily  must  be,  doubly  cruel  when  waged 
with  savages;  that  savages  make  no  prisoners 
but  to  torture  them ;  that  they  give  no  quarters ; 
that  they  put  to  death,  without  discrimination  of 
age  or  sex.  That  these  ordinary  characteristics 
ot  Indian  warfare  have  been  applicable,  in  their 
most  heart*sickening  horrors  to  that  war  left  us 
by  NichoUa  aa  hit  legacy,  naiattigated  by  Wood- 


bine, Arbnthnotj  and  Ambrister,  and  stimulated 
by  the  approbation,  encouragement,  and  aid  of 
the  Spanish  commandant  at  St.  Marks,  i$  proof 
required  ?  Entreat  the  Spanish  Minister  of  State 
for  a  moment  to  overcome  the  feelings  which 
details  like  these  must  excite ;  and  to  reflect,  if 
possible,  with  composure,  upon  the  facts  stated 
in  the  following  extracts  from  the  documents 
enclosed : 

Letter  from  sailingmaster  Jairus  Loomis  to 
Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  13th  August, 
1816,  reporting  the  destruction  of  the  negro  fort. 
(No.  23.^ 

"On  examining  the  prisoners,  they  stated  that 
Edward  Daniels,  ordinary  seaman,  who  was 
made  prisoner  in  the  boat  on  the  17ih  July,  was 
tarred  and  burnt  alive*** 

Letter  from  Archibald  Clarke  to  Gen.  Gaines, 
26ih  February,  1817.  (Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  35th 
March,  1818.) 

**On  the  24th  instant  the  house  of  Mr.  Ghirret, 
residing  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county,  near  the 
boundary  of  Wayne  county;  (Georgia,)  was  at- 
tacked, during  his- absence,  near  the  middle  of  the 
day,  by  this  party,  (of  Indians,)  consisting  of 
about  fifteen,  who  snot  Mrs.  Garret  in  two  places, 
and  then  despatched  her  by  stabbing  and  scalping. 
Her  two  children,  one  about  three  years,  the  other 
two  months,  were  also  murdered,  and  the  eldest 
scalped;  the  house  was  then  plundered  of  every 
article  of  value,  and  set  on  fire." 

Letter  from  Peter  B.  Cook  (Arbuthnot's  clerk) 
to  Eliz.  A.  Carney,  at  Nassau,  dated  Suwanee, 
19th  January,  1818,  giving  an  account  of  their 
operations  with  the  Indians  against  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  their  massacre  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and 
his  party,  (No.^dl.) 

'*  There  was  a  boat  that  was  taken  by  the  In* 
diansp  that  had  in  it  thirty  men,  seven  women, 
and  /our  small  children.  There  were  six  of  the 
men  got  clear,  and  one  won^an  saved,  and  all  the 
rest  of  them  got  killed.  The  children  were  taken 
by  the  leg,  and  their  brains  dashed  out  against 
the  boat." 

-^  If  the  bare  recital  of  scenes  like  these  cannot  be 
perused  without  shuddering,  what  must  be  the 
agonized  feelincs  of  those  whose  wives  and  chil- 
dren tfre  from  day  to  day, and  from  night  tonight, 
exposed  to  be  the  victims  of  the  same  barbarity? 
Has  mercy  a  voice  to  plead  for  the  perpetrators 
and  instigators  of  deeds  like  these?  Should  in- 
quiry hereafter  be  made  why,  within  three  months 
after  this  event,  the  savage  Hamathli-Meico.  upon 
being  taken  by  the  American  troops,  was  bv  or- 
der of  their  commander  immediately  hung,  let  it 
be  told  that  that  savage  was  the  commander  of 
the  party  by  whom  those  women  were  butchered, 
and  those  helpless  infants  were  thus  dashed 
against  the  boat.  Contending  with  such  ene- 
mies, although  humanity  revolts  at  entire  retalia- 
tion upon  them,  and  spares  the  lives  of  their  feeble 
and  defenceless  women  and  children,  yet  mercy 
herself  surrenders  to  retributive  justice  the  lives 
of  their  leading  warriors  taken  in  arms,  and,  still 
more,  the  lives  of  the  foreign  white  incendiarieal 
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who,  di«awD«d  by  their  qwo  QorerovieAta,  and 

disowoioff  their  owa  Di^turec,  degrade  themeelTei 
beaetth  the  savage  charaeter  b^  roluntarilf  de- 
seeoding  to  its  level.  Is  not  this  the  dietate  of 
eoaimon  seoee?  Is  it  not  the  usage  of  Iff  itimate 
warfare  7  Is  it  not  consonant  to  the  soundest  an* 
thorities  of  national  law?  "When  at  war,  (says 
Vattel)  with  a  feroeioiw  nation  which  observes 
no  roles,  and  grants  no  qaarter  they  may  be 
chastised  ia  the  persons  of  those  oi  them  who  ipay 
be  uken ;  they  are  of  the  auaaber  of  the  gnilty ; 
and  by  this  rigor  the  attempt  may  be  made  of 
bringing  them  to  a  sense  of  the  laws  of  human- 
itj.''^  And  again :  **  As  a  Qeaeral  has  the  right 
of  sacrificing  the  lives  of  his  enemies  to  his  own 
safety,  or  that  of  his  people,  if  he  has  to  eooteod 
with  an  inhaman  enemy,  oAen  guilty  of  such 
excesses,  he  may  take  the  lives  of  some  of  his 
prisoners,  and  treat  them  as  his  own  people  h«ve 
been  treated."  The  justification  of  these  princi- 
ples is  found  in  their  salutary  efficacy  for  terror 
and  for  example. 

It  is  thus  only  that  the  barbaritios  of  Indians 
•can  be  successfully  encountered.  Jl  is  thus  only 
that  the  worse  than  Indian  barbariiies  of  fiaro- 
paan  impostors,  pretending  authority  from  their 
Qovernmeats,  but  always  dbavowed,  can  be  pun- 
ished and  arrested.  Qreat  Britain  yet  engages 
the  alliance  and  co-operation  of  savages  in  war ; 
but  her  Government  has  invariably  disclaimed 
all  countenance  or  authorization  to  her  subjeels 
to  instigate  them  against  us  in  time  of  peace. 
Tet,  so  it  has  happened,  that,  from  the  period  hf 
our. established  independence  to  this  day,  all  the 
Indian  wars  with  wbieb  we  have  been  aflSitcted 
have  been  distinctly  traceable  to  the  instigation 
of  Boglish  traders  or  agents.  Always  disavowed, 
yet  always  felt;  more  than  owte  detected)  but 
never  before  punished ;  two  of  them,  offenders  of 
the  deepest  dye,  after  soleihn  warning  to  their 
Government,  and  individually  to  one  of  them, 
have  fallen,  fiagramU  ddicto^  into  the  hands  of 
an  American  General;  and  the  punishment  in* 
iloted  upon  them  has  fixed  them  on  high,  as  an 
example  awful  in  its  exhibition,  but,  we  trust, 
auspicious  in  its  results,  of  that  which  awaits 
unauthorized  pretenders  of  European  agency  to 
stimulate  and  interpose  in  wars  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Indians  within  their  con- 
trol. 

This  exposition  of  the  origin,  the  causes,  and 
the  charaeter  of  the  war  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians and  part  of  the  Creeks,  combined  with  Mc- 
Gregor's mock  patriots  and  Nicholls's  negroes, 
which  necessarily  led  our  troops  into  Florida, 
and  gave  rise  to  all  those  incidents  of  which  Mr. 
Pizarro  so  vehemently  complains,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  enable  you  to  present  other  and  sounder 
views  of  the  subject  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
Government. 

It  will  enable  you  to  show  that  the  occupation 
of  Peosaeola  and  St.  Marks  was  occasioned  nei- 
ther by  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  Spain,  nor  with  a 
view  to  extort  prematurely  the  province  from  her 
possession  $  that  it  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
neglect  of  Spain  to  perform  her  engagements  of 


rd^twnisc  the  lodimit  from  hoaiiUtiea  against 
the  Uniiea  States,  aujj  by  the^  oplpable  counto* 
nance,  eneouragement,  aind  assistanoe  given  to 
those  Indianai  io  their  hostilities,  by  the  Spanish 
governor  and  eommaodant  at  those  places  |  thai 
the  United  States  have  a  right  to  demand,  as  tht 
President  does  demand,  of  Spain  the  punishment 
qf  those  officers  for  this  misconduct;  and  he  fur* 
ther  demands  of  Spain  a  just  and  reasonable  inr 
demnity  to  the  United  States  for  the  heavy  and 
necessary  expenses  which  they  have  been  com* 

Eelled  to  incur  by  the  failure  of  Spain  to  perform 
er  engagementa  to  restrain  Ihe  Indians,  aggrn* 
vated  by  thi^  demonstrated  complicity  of  her 
commanding  officers  with  them  in  their-  hostUn 
ties  against  the  United  States;  that  the  two  So^ 
lishmen  executed  b^  order  of  General  Jackson 
were  not  only  identified  with  the  savages,  withi 
whom  they  were  carrying  on  the  war  against  the 
United  States,  but  thnt  one  of  them  was  the 
mover  and  fomenter  of  the  war,  which,  withoiaa 
his  interferenee,  and  fal^e  promises  to  the  Indiana 
of  support  from  the  British  Government,  nevet 
would  have  happened ;  that  the  other  was  the 
instrunient  of  war  against  Spaid  as  well  as  the 
United  States,  commissioned  by  McGregor,  and 
expedited  by  Woodbine,  upon  their  project  of 
conquering  Florida  with  these  Indians  and  nop 
groes;  that,  as  accomplices  of  the  savages,  and 
sinning  against  their  better  knowledge,  worsa 
than  savagofi,  Creoeral  Jackson,  possessed  of  their 
persona  anil  of  the  proofs  of  their  guilt,  mighty 
by  the  lawful  and  ordinary. usages  of  war,  hava 
hung  them  both  without  thie  formality  of  a  trial ; 
that,  to  allow  them  every  possible  opportunity  of 
refuting  the  proofs,  or  of  showing  any  cirenmr 
stance  in  extenuation  of  their  crimes,  he  gnva 
them  the  benefit  of  trial  by  a  court  martial  d 
highly  respectable  officers;  that  the  defence  of 
one  consisted  solely  and  exclusively  of  technical 
cavils  at  the  nature  of  part  of  the  evidence 
against  him,  and  the  other  confessed  his  guilt; 
finally,  that,  in  restoring  Pensacola  ana  Si« 
Marks  to  SpaiOf  the  President  given  the  most 
signal  proof  of  his  confidence  that,  hereafter,  her 
engagement  to  restrain  by  force  the  Indians  of 
Florida  from  all  hostilities  against  the  United 
Statea  will  be  efi^tually  fulfilled ;  that  there  will 
be  no  more  murders,  no  more  robberies,  within 
our  borders,  by  savages  prowling  along  thie  Span- 
ish line,  and  seeking  shelter  within  it,  to  display 
in  their  viilafes  the  scalps  of  our  women  and 
children,  their  victims,  and  to  sell,  with  shame* 
less  effrontery,  the  (blunder  from  oqr  citizens  in 
Spanish  forts  and  cities ;  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  apologies  from  Spanish  governors  and 
commandants  of  their  inability  to  perform  the 
duties  of  their  office  and  the  solemn  contraota  of 
their  eoiintry--rno  more  excuses  for  compliances 
to  the  savage  enemies  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  dread  m*  their  attacks  upon  themseUrea*— no 
more  harboring  of  foreign  impostors  upon  com* 
pulsion ;  that  a  strength  sufficient  will  be  kept  in 
the  province  to  restrain  the  Indians  by  force,  and 
officers  empowered  and  instructed  to  employ  ii 
effiectoally  to  maintain  the  good  faith  of  the  na* 
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taoft  by  thii  efleetive  falfilipeot  of  the  trenty. 
The  duty  of  this  GoTerQiaeDt  to  protecl  tb«  pcv* 
sona  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizoiis  oa  tbe 
borders  of  the  UDiied  States  is  ianMrmtiTe-— it 
must  be  diseberffed.  Aod  if,  after  au  the  warn- 
ijDffs  that  8paiQ  nas  bad ;  if,  after  the  prostjratioB 
ofall  bar  territorial  rightaaod  neturaL  obligations 

SI  NiebolU  fipd  bis  tmnditti  daring  war,  and  of 
1  her  tjre^y  atipulatioaa  by  Arbutbaot  and  Am* 
brister,  abetted  by  her  owo  commi^odiQff  officers, 
doriiig  peace,  to  the  cruel  anuoyaooe  of  tbe  Uoi* 
ted  States;  if  tbe  necessities  of  self-defeoce 
should  agaio  compel  tbe  United  States  to  take 
possession  of  tbe  Spanish  forts  and  places  in 
Florida,  declare,  with  tbe  frankness  aod  candor 
that  become  us,  that  anotber  Unconditioaal  resto- 
ration of  them  must  not  be  e;(pected ;  that  even 
tbe  Presideoi's  conftdeace  in  the  good  faith  aod 
ultimate  justice  of  the  Spanish  Gk>vernment  will 
yield  to  the  painful  experieooe  of  coatioual  dis- 
appointment I  and  that]  after  Unwearied  and 
almost  unnumbered  appeals  to  them  for  tbe  per- 
formance of  their  stipulated  duties  in  vain,  tbe 
United  States  will  be  reluctantly  compelled  lo 
rely  for  the  protection  of  their  hordefs  upon 
themselves  alone. 

You  are  autborized  tocommunicata  tbe  Whole 
of  this  letter,  and  the  accompanying  doeuments, 
to  tbe  Soaoish  Government. 
I  have  tbe  honor,  4U*. 

JOHN  GL  ADAMS. 

G.  W.  RftTiHO,  MMMer  to  Spain. 


Departmevt  of  State, 

WaMngUm^  November  30, 1818. 

Su:  1  have  had  tbe  bonbr  of  receiving  your 
leuer  of  tbe  16tb  instant,  and  am  directed  by  the 
Preaideat  to  inform  you  that,  in  making  to  you 
the'  proposal  contained  in  my  letter  of  tbe  31sC 
of  last  DaoQtb,  with  regard  to  the  western  bona* 
dar^  between  tbe  United  States  and  the  bordel'ing 
territory  of  Spain,  it  was  with  tbe  view,  by  tbe 
magnitude  of  tbe  sacrifice  which  it  involved  on 
tbe  part  of  tbe  United  States,  to  manifest  tbe 
deep  solieitnde  wbicb  be  felt  in  terminating,  bv 
a  general  adjustment  ofall  tbe  difierenoes  which 
have  beea  so  long  in  discussion  between  tbe  two 
nations,  a  state  of  things  so  unpropitlous  to  tbe 
good  understanding  between  them,  and  so  much 
to  be  regretted  by  both. 

As  it  was  believed  this  article  eonld  alone  pre- 
sent an  ultimate  obstacle  to  the  agreement  tbns 
earnestly  desired,  I  was  directed  trankly  to  pre- 
lent  yon  at  once  tbe  utmost  extent  to  which  tbe 
Government  of  tbe  United  Sutes  felt  itself  war- 
ranted, consistently  with  its  duties  to  tbe  rights 
and  inief  esu  of  tbe  nation,  to  concede,  of  those 
uaquestionable  rights,  to  aeeonunodate  tne  wishes 
and  to  qniet  tbe  pretensions  of  your  Sovereign ; 
but.  in  yielding  tbus  much,  yon  were  explicitly 
notified  that  tbe  proposition  was  final,  and  tbat 
U|Km  your  aceeptaaee  of  it  depended  tbe  only  re- 
maining hope,  in  tbe  nund  of  the  President,  of  a; 


termination  to  this  negotiation  aatisfitotory  to 
both  parties^ 

As  y.oo  have  now  declared  tbat  you  are  not 
ao^boriated  to  agree,  either  to  the. course  of  tbe 
Red  river  (Rio  Roxo)  for  tbe  boundary,  or  to  tbe 
forty-first  parallel  of  latitude,  from  the  Snow 
mountains  to  tbe  Pacific  ocean,  the  President 
deems  it  useless  to  pursue  any  further  tbe  attempt 
at  an  adjustment  of  this  object  by  tbe  present 
negotiation.  I  am  therefore  directed  to  state  to 
you  that  the  ofier  of  a  line  for  tbe  western  boan* 
dary,  made  to  yon  in  ray  last  letter,  is  no  longer 
obligatory  upon  this  Government. 

Reeerving,  then,  all  tbe  rights  of  the  United 
States  to  tbe  ancient  western  boundary  of  tbe 
colony  of  Louisiana  by  tbe  course  of  tbe  Rio 
Biavo  del  Norte,  I  am  yet  autborized  to  conclude 
a  convention  or  treaty  with  you  upon  tbe  other 
subjects  of  existing  difierence.  But  it  is  proper, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  in  referenoe  to  tne  first 
of  tbe  propositions  made  by  you  on  the  24tb  of 
last  month,  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression 
wbicb  yoti  entertain,  and  wbicb  is  certainly  not 
warmnted  bv  any  communication  wbicb  you 
have  received  frpm  this  Gk>veramenL  Yon  have 
been  informed  that  tbe  oonttngencies  upon  wbicb 
General  Jackson  adopted  those  measures,  which 
you  represent  as  hostilities  and  outrages,  not 
oaving  been  anticipated,  bad  been  provided  for 
in  his  instructions;  tbat  they  were  unforeseen 
emergencies  upon  wbicb,  judging  measures  of 
eaergy  necessary  he  had  recurred  to  them  upon 
bis  own  responsibility,  and  upon  motives  which 
be  bad  himself  explained  i  that  these  measures 
were  dictated  by  tbe  hostile  spirit,  not  of  the 
American  commander  ai^nst  Spaio^  but  of  tbe 
Spanish  commanders  against  tbe  United  States. 
I  informed  you  tbat  tbe  President  of  tbe  United 
States  bad  directed  tbat  tbe  proofs  of  this  hos- 
tility to  tbe  United  States  of  these  Spanish  offi- 
cers, furnftsbed  by  General  Jackson,  should  be 
imbodied  and  presented  to  tbe  Gk)vernment  of 
His  Catholic  lligesty,  with  a  demand  tbat  tbe 
misconduct  of  those  oScers  should  be  suitably 
punished.  I  have  now  the  honor  of  stating  to 
you  tbat  it  has  accordingly  been  done;  that  tbe 
pr(rt>fs  collected  by  General  Jacksoii,  together 
with  other  accumulating  demonstration  of  the 
justice  of  bis  charges  against  Don  Jose  Bdaaot, 
Gk>vernor  of  Pensaoola,  and  Don  Francisco  O, 
Loengo,  ConMuandaot  of  St.  Mark's,  have  beem 
forwarded  to  tbe  Minister  of  tbe  United  States 
in  Spain,  with  instruetions  to  lay  tbem  before 
your  Government,  and  to  esU  for  their  just  ani- 
madversion upon  tbe  violation,  by  those  officers, 
of  tbe  solemn  engagements  of  their  country  to 
tbe  United  States. 

After  a  full  and  deliberate  examination  of  these 
proofs,  tbe  President  deems  tbem  irresistibly 
conclusive  tbat  tbe  horrible  combination  of  rob- 
bery, murder,  and  war,  with  wbicb  the  frontier 
of  tbe  United  States  bordering  upon  Florida  has 
for  several  years  past  been  visited)  is  ascribable 
altogether  to  tbe  total  and  lamentable  failure  of 
Spain  to  fulfil  tbe  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1705,  by  wbieb  sbe  atipidaied  to  reetrain,  by  force, 
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her  Indians  from  hottilities  against  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  Without  adverting  to  the 
transactions  of  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  who  can  mistake  the 
character  of  the  fact  that  a  fort  on  Spanish  soil 
was  garrisoned  by  hundreds  of  negroes  and  In- 
dians, with  an  English  banner  flying  upon  its 
wall,  for  the  desolation  of  the  American  border ; 
and  that,  sixteen  months  after  the  peace  of  America 
and  of  England,  the  Governor  of  Pensacola, 
called  upon  by  General  Jackson  to  break  up  this 
lair  of  human  tigers,  pleaded  his  inability,  and 
want  of  orders  from  bis  Governor  General,  to 
comply  with  the  request  1  Who  can  mistake 
the  chaiacter  of  the  fact,  that,  six  months  after 
the  stronghold  of  these  sarage  banditti  had  been 
blown  up  by  a  shot  from  an  American  gun-ves- 
sel, a  pretended  Indian  trader,  foreigner  both  to 
Florida  and  to  Spain,  was  permitted  to  come 
into  a  Spanish  province,  there  to  bribe  the  sava- 
ges by  presents,  and  to  stimulate  them  by  the 
grossest  falsehoods  and  absurdest  misrepresenta- 
tions to  war  against  the  Americans?  Do  the 
Governors  of  Florida^  the  instant  they  learn  the 
appearance  of  this  intruding  incendiary  within 
their  jurisdiction,  seize  and  imprison  him?  Do 
they  even  command   him  to  depart  from  the 

Erovince?  Nay,  do  they  so  touch  as  require 
im  to  obey  the  laws  and  respect  the  engage- 
ments of  their  nation,  and  the  duties  of  their 
stations  ?  Far  from  it.  Alexander  Arbuthnot, 
a  British  subject  from  the  island  of  New  Provi- 
dence, lands  in  the  Spanish  province  of  Florida, 
and  there  opens  a  warehouse  for  traffic  with  the 
Indians;  by  whose  license  or  permission?  It 
has  not  been  the  Custom  of  Spain  to  allow  the 
subjects  of  foreign  Powers  to  intrude  upon  her 
colonial  possessions;  and  more  ttian  one  Ameri- 
can citizen  is,  at  this  moment,  pining,  in  the  dun« 
geonsof  Spain  for  having  set  his  foot  upon  her 
soil;  by  whose  permission,  then,  was  Arbuthnot 
allowed  to  intermeddle  in  toe  province  of  Florida, 
even  had  it  been  only  for  the  purpose  of  innocent 
trade  with  the  Indians  ?  Had  he  a  license,  or  had, 
he  not?  Ifhehadjit  is  for  the  governors  of  Florida 
to  explain  hy  whom  and  upon  what  motive  it  was 
granted.  It  be  had  not,  it  is  for  them  to  show 
why  he  was  suffered,  within  their  jurisdiction,  to 
trample  upon  the  laws  of  Spain  with  impunity. 
But  innocent  traffic  was  not  the  real  purpose  of 
Arbuthnot.  He  was  there  to  stimulate  as  well 
the  Indians  of  Florida  as  the  fugitive  outlaws 
from  the  Creek  nation  among  them  to  war  against 
the  United  Slates.  He  was  goading  them  hf  the 
absurd  pretence  that  the  United  States  were 
bound  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  give  up  to  them 
the  lands  within  ihe  borders  of  the  United  Slates 
which  had  been  ceded  by  the  Creek  nation  to  the 
United  States  six  months  before  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  was  signed.  With  the  profoundest  trea- 
chery to  those  Indians  themselves,  he  was  prom- 
ising them  that  the  British  Gorernment  would 
support  them  in  this  pretence,  and  was  writing 
letters  to  the  Governor  of  New  Providence,  to 
the  British  Minister  here,  and  through  Colonel  I 
Nicholls,  in  England,  to  the  British  Gtovernment,  i 


soliciting  arms  and  ammunition  for  war  against 
the  United  States.  Nor  was  this  all.  He  ob- 
tained from  a  number  of  Indian  chiefs  a  power 
of  attorney  authorizing  him  to  write  letters  and 
deliver  talks- in  their  name  and  behalf;  and  to 
the  copy  of  that  powen  transmitted  by  him  to 
England  to  be  laid  before  the  British  Govern- 
ment, were  affixed  the  signature  and  approbation 
of  F.  C.  Luengo,  commandant  of  St.  Marks.  Bf 
virtue  of  the  same  power,  he  wrote,  in  the  name 
of  those  Indians,  a  letter  to  the  Gbvernor  Gen- 
eral of  the  Havana,  falsely  pretending  that  the 
Americans  were  settling  upon  (heir  lands,  within 
the  Spanish  territory,  and  calling  upon  nim  for 
force  to  drive  them  out.  This  letter,  too,  asserts 
that  its  contents  were  sanctioned  by  the  approba- 
tion of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks. 

Arbuthnot  was  taken  by  General  Jackson  at 
St.  Marks,  and  was  then  an  inmate  of  the  family 
of  the  commandant.  Among  his  papers  was  found 
a  letter  from  the  commandant,  written  shortly  be- 
fore, styling  him  his  friend^  giving  him  notice  of 
the  approach  of  the  American  force,  and  advising 
him  to  come  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  his 
little qffdin^^nd  hold  consultation  with  him  upon 
subjects  which  could  not  with  prudence  be  com- 
mitted to  writing.  What  consciousness  of  par- 
ticipation in  the  abominable  purposes  of  Arbuth- 
not is  betrayed  in  those  few  words  I  What  were 
those  common  concerns  of  an  English  Indian 
trader  and  of  the  Spanish  commandant  of  a  fort, 
which  required  so  thick  a  veil  of  mystery  to  con- 
ceal them  from  detection  that  this  officer  should 
be  afraid  to  expose  them  to  the  possibility  of  dis* 
covery  by  committing  them  to  paper?  Thef 
were,  that  St.  Marks  was  the  centre  of  Arbuth- 
not's  intrigues  with  the  Indians  against  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  councils  of  the  hostile  Indiana 
were  held  at  the  commandant's  quarters,  at  which 
he  personally  attended;  that  white  men,  Spanish 
subjects,  inhabitanu  of  Florida,  had  been  taken 
prisoners  by  the  Indians,  under  the  influence  and 
by  the  direction  of  Arbuthnot ;  reserved  by  the 
Indians  for  torture;  delivered  as  prisoners  to  the 
custody  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks;  re* 
ceived  by  him  as  prisoners,  and  held  as  such  un- 
til delivered  by  General  Jackson's  approach  to 
that  place.  They  were,,  in  fine,  that  st.  Marks 
had,  in  substance,  become  an  Indian  fbrt  under  a 
Spanish  standard ;  and  to  such  an  extent  did  the 
commandant  countenance  the  savages  in  their 
depredations  upon  the  borders  of  the  Unit^ 
Slates,  that  he  actually  contracted  with  some  of 
them  to  purchase  cattle  to  be  robbed  by  theni 
from  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  actually  purchased 
them  after  they  had  been  robbed,  and  actually 
sold  them  as  his  private  property  to  the  purvey* 
ing  officers  of  General  Jackson's  army  after  he 
took  possession  of  the  fort. 

It  is  to  the  artifices  and  instigations  of  Arbuth- 
not; thus,  to  say  the  least,  tolerated  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola,  and  thus  aided  and  abetted 
by  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  that  this  war 
with  the  Seminole  Indians  has  been  due.  But  for 
them  it  would  undoubtedly  never  have  happened. 
If  no  direct  proof  has  appeared  that  the  Gravemor 
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of  PeoMcola  wu  implicated  in  the  eriminal  pro- 
eeedings  of  Arbuthnot  as  the  commaDdant  of  St. 
Mark's,  ample  eTideoce  has  been  produced  of  his 
having  aided,  assisted,  and  sheltered  the  Indians ; 
of  his  having,  as  long  as  he  dared,  furnished 
them  with  supplies,  includiog  munitions  of  war. 
And  his  hostilitir  to  the  United  States  has  been 
sufficiently  manitestqd  by  his  exposing  their  army 
to  the  danger  of  famine,  from  the  impediments 
opposed  by  his  orders  to  the  passage  up  the  Es- 
cambia river  of  their  supplies.  That  he  harbored 
one  lodian  chief  hostile  to  the  United  States,  anci 
not  even  belonging  to  Florida,  is  aoparent  by  the 
article  of  capitulation  which  he  obtained  in  his 
favor.  That  he  suffered  another,  XSeorge  Perry- 
man,  to  escape  from  Pensacola  upon  General 
Jackson's  approach,  and  go  to  England,  there  to 
renew,  if  possible,  the  negotiations  of  the  prophet 
Francis,  is  announced  as  a  late  article  of  news  in 
the  English  journals.  That  a  number  of  other 
Indians  were  enabled,  bv  the  assistance  of  offi- 
cers under  his  command^  to  escape  from  Pensa- 
cola on  the  very  day  that  it  was  taken  by  (General 
Jackson,  is  proved  by  the  certificates  of  several 
witnesses.  And,  lastly,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
write  a  letter  to  that  comiQander,  before  he  took 
Pensacola,  threatening,  in  the  event  of  his  not 
withdrawing  immediately  from  Florida,  to  resist 
what  he  termed  bis  aggressions  by  force. 

It  is  therefore  to  the  conduct  oi  her  own  com- 
manding officers  that  Spain  must  impute  the 
necessity  under  which  Ueneral  Jackson  found 
himself  of  occupying  the  places  of  their  com- 
mand. Had  tbe  engagements  of  Spain  been 
fulfilled,  the  United  States  woald  have  had  no 
Seminole  war.  Far,  then,  from  being  under  ob* 
ligation  to  indemnify  the  Crown  of  Spain  for 
any  losses  which  it  may  have  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  this  necessity,  the  United  States  are 
entitled  to  demand^  and  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Madrid  has  1)ean  instructed  accord- 
ingly, that  the  Crown  of  Spain  should  indemnify 
them  for  the  extraordinary  and  indispensable  ex- 
penses  Which  they  have  been  compelled  to  incur 
by  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  which  Spain  was 
bound  to  prevent.  The  revenue  collected  in  the 
places  occupied  is  very  ht  from  being  adequate 
to  that  object.  As  to  the  losses  or  injuries  to  the 
inhabitants,  as  private  property,  both  at  St.  Mark's 
and  Pensacola,  has  been  inviolably  respected,  no 
injury  can  have  happened  to  them  for  which 
the  United  States  should  be  responsible. 

With  respect  to  the  other  articles  suggested  in 
your  propositions  of  24ih  October,  and  your  ob- 
servations upon  the  modifications  to  them,  pro- 
posed by  me,  as  well  as  to  other  objects  of  minor 
concernment,  to  which  your  last  note  alludes^  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  insuperable  obstacle  to  our 
coming  to  an  agreement  upon  them.  Should 
your  instructions  authorize  yoii  to  waive  the 
further  consideration  of  the  two  articles  iipon 
which  I  have  now  communicated  to  you  the  final 
determi nation  of  the  President,  and  to  proceed  in 
the  discussion  of  the  rest,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
confer  with  you  verbally  concerning  them  as  soon 
as  may  suit  your  convenience.    Aaer  the  explicit 


answer  given  you  in  my  note  of  the  12th  March 
last  to  your  proposal  of  referring  the  differences 
between  our  Governments  to  the  mediation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  reasons  there  assigned  for 
declining  that  overture,  the  offer  which  you  make 
of  referring  them  to  the  allied  monarchs.  whom 
you  state  to  be  now  assembled  at  Aix-la-Cbapelle, 
was  not  to  be  expected.  As  you  have,  however, 
thought  proper  to  make  it,  I  refer  you  to  my 
above-mentioned  note  for  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  is  declined.  If  you  do  not  feel  yourself  at  lib- 
erty to  proceed  in  the  negotiation  on  the  terms 
herein  proposed,  postponing  the  articles  relative 
to  the  Western  boundary,  and  the  late  transactions 
in  Florida,  I  shall  be  ready,  at  your  convenience, 
to  exchange  with  you  the  ratifications  of  the  coa- 
veotion  011802. 

I  embrace  with  pleasure  the  occasion  of  renew- 
ing to  you,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Erving, 

dated 

DXPARTMENT  OF  StATX, 

fVashington,  December  2, 1818. 

On  the  27th  March  last,  the  Spanish  Minister 
here,  Mr,  Onis,  addrcised  a  letter  to  this  Depart- 
ment, for  the  professed  purpose  of  vindicating 
t]ie  character  and  conduct  of  the  Spanish  com- 
manding officers  in  Florida,  and  of  proving  that 
they  had  invariably  discharged  their  duties  of 
friendly  proceeding  towards  the  United  Stata, 
and  the  obligations  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  by  which 
Spain  was  bound  to  restrain,  by  force,  the  hostil- 
ities of  her  Indians  in  Florida  against  the  United 
States.  To  this  letter  are  annexed  fourteen  doc- 
uments, the  greater  part  of  which  consist  of  re- 
monstrances^ addressed  during  the  late  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to 
British  officers,  against  their  continual  violations 
of  the  neutrality  of  the  Spanish  territory.  It  is 
not,  however,  to  those  documents,  but  to  the  two 
(numbered  13  and  14)  as  anaexed  to  that  letter, 
(Nos.  66, 67,)  that  I  wish  to  invite  your  attention. 
No.  13  is  the  trandation  of  a  letter  purporting  to 
be  from  Bowlegs,  one  of  the  Seminole  Indian 
chiefs,  most  inveterately  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  to  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  Governor  of  St. 
Augustine.  A  translation  1  you  will  sav.  Why 
a  translation ;  and  from  what  language  i  Neither 
Governor  Coppinger  nor  Mr.  Onis  has  furnished 
the  me^ns  of  answering  that  question.  They  are 
furnished,  however,  by  the  papers  of  ArbutbooC, 
which  fell  into  General  Jackson's  hands.  'The 
language  was  £«nglish,  and  the  original  was 
written  by  Arbuthnot.  The  draught  was  found 
among  his  papers,  and  was  produced  to  the  court 
martial  upon  his  trial,  (No.  49— No.  2.)  We 
naturally  suppose  that  Governor  Coppinger,  upon 
receiving  a  letter  in  English  from  a  Seminole 
Indian  chief,  must  have  been  surprised,  unless  he 
knew  from  whom  and  whence  it  came.  The 
substance  of  his  answer  shows  that  he  did  know 
both  whence  it  came  and  the  character  of  him  by 
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whom  it  was  written.  By  the  copies  of  the  two 
letters,  Which  are  enclosed,  yoD  will  see  in  that 
of  Bowlegs  a  part  of  the  systematic  intrigoes  of 
Arbuthnot  to  instigate  as  well  the  Spanish  com- 
manders in  Florida  as  the  savages  against  the 
United  States;  and,  in  that  of  QoFernor  Cop- 
pinger,  a  direct  declaration  to  the  Indians  that  all 
Dis  supposed  cause  of  alarm  and  complaint  pro- 
ceed "from  the  information  of  persons  in  whom 
he  ought  not  to  ])lace  the  smallest  confidence,  it 
beins  their  principle  to  employ  such  opportuni- 
ties lor  the  purpose  of  seducing  him  and  his  peo- 
ple from  their  daily  labor."  After  offering  his 
own  friendly  advice,  the  Governor  adds:  "  \  am 
fearful,  however,  that  the  sentiments  of  those  who 
come  into  the  territory  under  the  appearance  of 
friendship,  but  with  bad  intentions,  may  Inflaence 
Tour  minds  and  obtain  your  confidence  by  their 
flattering  repretentatioofs.''  And,  finally,  he  com- 
plains that  two  persons  had  lately  presented 
themselvesascommissionersoftheEnglish  nation, 
and  carried  off  several  runaway  negroes  belonging 
to  inhabitants  of  the  province.  It  is  apparent, 
hoxa  this  letter,  that  Qovernor  Conpinger  was 
well  informed  of  the  operations  or  Arbuthnot 
and  Woodbine,  and  that  he  saw  them  in  their 
true  colors.    How,  then,  does  it  happen  that,  a 

J  ear  afterwards,  the  Spanish  commandant  at  St. 
lark's  is  fouiid  so  entirely  leagued  with  Arbuth- 
not as  to  sign  bis  name  to  the  approbation  of  a 
power  of  attorney,  given  to  him  ny  the  hostile 
chiefs,  to  write  letters  and  deliver  talks  in  their 
names ;  to  hold  councils  of  war  with  them  at  his 
quarters;  to  hold  as  prisoners  white  persons,  in- 
habitants of  the  province,  taken  by  them;  and  to 
write  a  letter  to  Arbuthnot,  asking  him  to  come 
and  confer  with  him  upon  suMects  which  could 
not  be  committed  to  paper  7  The  original  of  that 
letter,  which  is  in  bad  French,  and  in  the  band- 
writing  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  signed 
bv  him,  is  in  on r  possess ion^  (No.  480  A  copy 
or  it  is  among  the  ]}apers  enclosed.  We  cannot 
doubt  that  the  Spanish  Government  will  consid«r 
it  as  a  proof  of  the  conspiracy  of  the  commandant 
of  St.  Mark^  with  Arbuthnot  and  the  Indians, 
against  the  United  States.  Should  hre  be  put 
upon  his  trial,  as  you  are  instructed  to  demand, 
the  original  letter  itself  will  be  transmitted  to  be 
eshiUted  to  the  court. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  original  draught 
ki  Arbuthnoi'b  handwriting  tii  the  letter  from 
Bowlegs  to  Governor  Copping^er  differs  in  several 
paragraphs  from  the  translation  communicated 
Dy  Mr.  Onis  as  received  by  him  from  Governor 
Coppinger.  The  following  passage  particularly, 
which  appears  in  the  draught  produced  before 
the  conrt-martial,  is  not  in  the  translation  fur- 
•iahed  by  Governor  Coppinger:  "  The  Spanish 
subjects  in  the  Fioridaa  are  |oo  much  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Americans  to  be  our  friends.  For 
the  governors  I  shall  always  entertain  the  great- 
est regard ;  but  for  the  people,  they  do  not  act  so 
as  to  merit  my  esteem  and  protection."  The  re- 
mainder of  the  letter  is  nearly  the  same.  We  do 
not  suppose  that  the  omission  was  made  by  the 
Governor;  but  rather  that  Arbuthnot, yet  uncer* 


tain  how  such  a  refflection  would  be  receired, 
omitted  it  from  the  letter  itself  which  wraa  traaa- 
mitted  to  the  Governor. 

The  papers  marked  Nos.  6d,  63,  64,  and  68,  are 
copies  of  originals,  in  the  handwriting  of  Arbtithi- 
not,  taken  with  the  rest  of  his  papers,  bnt  aot  ex- 
hibited before  the  court-martial.  The  sheet  of 
his  journal  is  of  some  impottance,  as  eatabiishing 
his  connexion  and  dissatisfaction  with  Woodb/'ae. 
No.  65  is  a  letter  from  him.  said  to  be  to  an  ofilcer 
of  rank  in  England,  (no  ooubt  NichoUs,}  data! 
January  30,  1818,  only  three  months  before  he 
was  taken. 

The  sheetof  the  Journal  shows  that  Arbuthnot 
arrived  with  Woodbine  from  New  Providence  at 
Suwanee  about  the  last  of  October,  1816,  and  that 
they  immediately  commenced  their  operatioas 
with  the  Indians  against  the  United  States.  Bow- 
legs's  letter  to  Governor  Coppinger  is  dated  No- 
vember 16  of  that  year,  and  apotoghEes  for  hh  nat 
having  sooner  answered  a  letter  of  September, 
from  the  Governor,,  by  the  impossibility  he  haa 
been  under  of  findioff  a  person  to  write  the  answer 
for  him.  A  mong  other  complaints  against  Wood- 
bine in  this  journal,  there  is  one^  distinctly,  that 
he  had  promised  the  savages  assistance  from  the 
British  Government,  without  authority,  and  by 
direct  falsehood  ;  and  he  expresses  an  apprehen- 
sion that  when  the  Indians  find  out  that  none  of 
those  i>romi8es  are  realized,  their  fury  will  fall 
upon  himself. 

No.  1. 
Nkholb^9  Letter  and  PmekoMikm. 

HBAIMIDARTBRB,  PlNaACOLA, 

Augmt  31, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  arrived  in  the  Floridas  for  the 
purpose  of  annoying  the  only  enemy  Great  Brit- 
ain haa  in  the  world.  As  France  and  Bn^and 
are  now  friends,  I  call. on  you,  with  your  brave 
followers,  to  enter  into  the  service  of  Great  Bri^ 
ain,  in  wnich  you  shall  have  the  rank  ofcaftain, 
Lunde  will  be  given  to  you  all.  in  proportion  to 
your  respective  ranks,  on  a  peace  taking  place; 
and  I  invite  you  out  on  the  foiloaring  terms: 
your  properly  shall  be  guarantied  to  yon,  and 
your  persons  protected.  In  return  for  vfaieh,  I 
ask  you  to  cease  all  hostiJiiies  against  Spain  or 
the  allies  of  Great  Britain.  Your  ships  and  ves- 
sels to  be  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding officer  on  the  station  until  the  comttRn- 
der-in-chiefs  pleasure  is  known;  bivt  1  gvttt anty 
their  fair  vali>e  at  all  events. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  i*y  V^r^ 
mation  to  the  iahabitanrts  of  Louisiana,  which 
will,  I  trust,  point  out  to  you  the  honorable  in- 
tentions of  my  Government.  Ton  may  be  a  use- 
ful assistant  to  me  in  forwarding  them;  there- 
fore, if  you  determine,  lose  no  time.  The  bearer 
of  this.  Captain  Mc  Williams,  will  satisfy  you  on 
any  other  points  you  may  be  anxious  to  learn^  as 
will  Captain  Lockyer,  of  the  Sophia,  who  carries 
him  to  you.  We  bave  a  powerful  reinforcemMt 
on  the  way  here,  and  I  hope  to  out  out  seme  other 
work  for  the  Americans  than  oppressing  the  in- 
habitants of  LoQisiaoa*    Be  eapedicioos  or  yoox 
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resolTefl,  and  relf  upon  the  rertcicy  of  yoar  hum- 
ble  serraDt, 

EDWARD  NICHOLLS, 
Lkia.  OoL  Om^g  H.  B.  M.*9force$. 

To  Monsieur  Lafpitb, 
or  the  Commandant  at  Barrataria, 

By  lAetiUnaki  CcfyneiBdit&tdJ^kholU,  e&mftumding 


Bt'itunhtc 


tforua  in  the  Flondtu. 


Ifati^es  of  LouisiaDa,  on  yoa  the  Grst  call  \b 
made  to  assist  in  liberating  from  a  faithless  and 
imbecile  Government  your  paternal  soil.    Span- 
iards, Frenchmen,  Italians,  and  British,  whether 
settled  or  residinj^for  a  time  in  Louisiana,  on  you 
I  also  call  to  aid  me  in  the  juat  cause.    The 
Aiperican  usurpation  in   this  country  must  be 
abolished,  and  the  lawful  owners  of  the  soil  put 
in  possession.    I  am  at  the  head  of  a  large  body 
of  Indians,  well  armed,  disoiplined,and  eommand- 
ed  by  British  officers;  a. good  train  of  artillery, 
with  every  requisite,  seconded  by  the  powerful 
aid  of  a  nuikierous  British  and  Spanith  squadron 
of  ships  and  vessels  of  war.    Be  not  alarmed,  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  at  our  approach ;  the 
same  good  faith  abd  disinterestedness  which  have 
distinguished  the  conduct  of  Britons  in  Europe 
Accoro|}any  them  here.    You  will  have  no  fear 
of  litigious  taxes  imposed  on  you  fdr  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  aii  unnatural  and  uniust  war; 
your  property,  your  laws,  the  peace  ana  tranquil- 
ity 01  your  country,  will  bej^uarautied  to  you  by 
men  ^who  will  tunet  no  infringement  of  theirs ; 
rest  a  ssured  that  these  brave  men  only  burn  with 
an  ardent  desire  of  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs 
they  liave  suffered  from  the  Americans  to  join 
yott  in  liberating  these  Southern  frontiers  from 
their  y  oke,and  drive  them  into  thelimits  formerly 
prescribed  by  my  Sovereign*    The  Indians  have 
pledged  themselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
not  to  injure  in  the  slightest  degree  the  persons  or 
properties  of  any  but  enemies  to  their  Spanishor 
jSnglithfathent,  A  flag  over  every  door,  whether 
Spanisb,  French,  or  British,  will  be  a  sure  pro- 
tection.   Nor  dare  anv  Indian  put  his  foot  on  the 
threshold  thereof,  under  penalty  of  death  from 
hit  owD  countrymen.    Not  even  an  enemy  will 
an  Indian  put  to  death,  except  resisting  in  arms ; 
and  as  f^r  injuring  helpless  women  and  children, 
the  red  men,  uy  their  good  conduct  and  treatment 
to  them,  will,  if  it  be  possible,  make  the  Amer- 
icans blush  for  their  more  than  inhuman  conduct 
lately  on  the  Escambia,  and  within  a  neutral 
territory. 

Inhaoitants  of  Kentucky,  you  have  too  long 
borne  with  grievous  impositions.  The  whole 
brunt  of  the  war  has  fallen  on  your  brave  sons; 
be  imposed  on  no  more ;  but  either  range  your- 
selves under  the  standard  of  your  forefathers,  or 
observe  a  strict  neutrality.  If  you  comply  with 
either  of  these  offers,  whatever  provisions  you 
send  down  will  be  paid  for  in  dollars,  and  the 
safety  of  the  persons  bringing  it,  as  well  as  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  guarantied  to 
you.  Men  of  Kentucky,  let  me  call  to  your 
vieW|  and,  I  trust,  to  your  abhorrence,  the  conduct 


of  those  factions  which  hurried  you  into  this  cruel, 
Unjust,  and  unnatural  war.  At  a  time  when 
Great  Britain  was  straining  every  nerve  in  the 
defence  of  her  own,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
world ;  when  the  bravest  of  her  sons  were  fight- 
ing and  bleeding  in  so  sacred  a  cause ;  when  she 
was  spending  millions  of  her  treasure  in  endea- 
voring to  pull  down  one  of  the  most  formidable 
and  dangerous  tyrants  that  ever  disgraced  the 
form  of  man  ;  when  groaning  Europe  was  almost 
in  her  last  sasp ;  when  Britain  alone  showed  an 
undaunted  front,  basely  did  these  assassins  endea- 
vor to  stab  her  from  the  rear.  She  has  turned 
on  them,  renovated  from  the  bloody  but  success- 


leave  that  contemptible  few  to  shiA  for  tnem- 
selves;  let  those  slaves  of  the  tyrant  send  an 
embassy  to  Elba^  and  implore  his  aid;  but  let 
every  honest,  upnght  American  spurn  them  with 
merited  contempt.  AfUr  the  experience  of 
twenty-ohe  years,  can  ydu  any  longer  support 
those  Dra#lers  for  liberty,  who  call  it  freedom, 
and  know  not  when  themselves  are  free  ?  Be  no 
longer  their  dupes;  accept  of  my  offer;  everything 
I  have  promised  in  this  paper  I  guaranty  to  yon 
on  the  sacred  bunof  of  a  British  officer. 

Qiren  uhder  my  hand,  at  my  headquarters, 
rehsaeola>  the  29th  of  August,  1814. 

EDWARD  NICHDLLS. 

No.  2  a. 

Copy  of  a  kUtr  from  Col.  JNiehoik  io  CoL  HmMm. 

Appalaobicrola,  April  86, 1615. 

Being  absent  from  this  post  when  your  letter 
of  the  19th  ultimo  arrived,  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  answer  i  t.  On  the  subject  of  the  negroes  lately 
owned  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
Indians  in  hostility  .to  the  British  fore es,  I  have 
to  acquaint  you  that,  according  to  orders,  I  have 
sent  them  to  the  British  colonies,  where  they  are 
received  as  free  settlers,  and  lands  given  to  them. 
The  newspaper  you  sent  me  is,  I  rather  think, 
incorrect ;  at  all  events,  an  American  newspaper 
cannot  be  authority  for  a  British  officer.  I  aere- 
with  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  part  of  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  relative  to  the  In- 
dians in  alliance  with  us;  they  have  signed  and 
accepted  it  as  an  independent  people,  solemnly 
protesting  to  suspend  all  hostilities  against  tM 
people  ofthe  United  Slates.  Within  these  few 
days  t  have  had  a  complaint  from  the  SeminoW 
chief,  Bowlegs.  He  states  that  a  party  of  Amer- 
ican horse  have  made  an  incursion  into  the  town, 
killed  one  man,  wounded  another,  and  stolen  some 
of  his  cattle :  also^  that  they  have  plundered  some 
of  his  people  on  their  peaceable  way  from  St* 
Angustme,  May  I  rei^uest  of  yoo  to  inquire  into 
this  affair,  and  cause  justice  to  be  done  to  the 
murderer,  and  have  the  cattle  restored  ?  I  strictly 
promise  yon  that,  for  any  mischief  done  by  the 
Creeks  nnder  me,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
punish  the  delinquents,  and  have  the  property 
restored. 
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The  chiefs  here  hare  requested  me  furtbe'r  Co 
declare  to  yoa  that,  in  order  to  preTent  any  disa- 
greeable circumstances  from  happening  in  future, 
they  have  come  to  a  determination  not  to  permit 
the  least  intercourse  between  their  people  and 
those  of  the  United  States.  They  have,  in  con- 
sequence, ordered  them  to  cease  all  communica- 
tion, dlrectlv  or  indirectly,  with  the  territory  or 
citizens  of  tne  United  States;  and  they  do  take  this 
public  mode  of  warning  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  entering  their  territory,  or  com- 
muDicatinjz  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Creek 
people.  They  also  request  that  you  will  under- 
stand their  territories  to  be  as  they  stood  in  the 
year  1811.  In  my  absence,  I  havie  directed  First 
Lieutenant  William  Hambly,  the  head  interpre- 
ter, to  communicate  with  you  on  any  point  rela- 
tive to  the  Creeks ;  and  I  have  given  him  my 
most  positive  orders  thai  he  shall  at  all  times  do 
h'is  best  to  keep  peace  and  good  neighborhood 
between  the  Creeks  and  your  citizens. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,      * 
EDWARD  NICHOLLS, 
Com^g  BrUUhforces  in  Florida. 

No.  %  h. 

[Paper  enclosed  in  the  above  letter.] 

Fart  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
His  Britannic  Majaty  and  the  united  States,  relo" 
five  to  the  Indiane  umo  have  been  in  allianee  wUh 
Great  Britain,  and  in  koitUity  unth  the  U,  States, 

The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put 
an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty^  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians  with  whom  .(hey  may  be  at 
war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith 
to  restore  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all 
the  possessions,  rights,  and  privileges  which  tney 
may  have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled  to  in  1811, 
previous  to  such  hostilities:  Provided  alioaySy 
That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  a^ree  to  desist 
fVom  all  hostilities  against  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treatv  being  notified  to 
such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accord- 
ingly. 

We,  the  undersigned,  chiefs  of  the  Muscogee 
nation,  declared  by  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  be 
a  free  and  independent  people,  do,  in  the  name 
of  the  said  nation,  agree  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  united  States;  and  we  do  further  declare 
that 'we  have  given  most  strict  and  positive 
orders  to  all  our  people  that  thev  desist  from 
hostilities  of  every  kind  against  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  British  fort  on 
the  Appalachicola,  the  2d  day  of  April,  1815. 
HEPOABTH  MEICO,  his  X  mark. 
CAPPACHIMICO,  his  X  mark. 
HOPOT  MEICO,  T.  P.,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses: 

Ed.  Nicholls,  Lt.  CoL  Oom^g  Indians, 
R.  Bankes,  Com^g  ff.  Af.  Brig  Forward, 
G.  Woodbine.  Capt.  Ut  brig.  R,  C.  M. 
Wm.  HamblyJ  Lt.,  and  head  interpreter. 


I  certify,  on  honor,  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  original. 

SLI  LESTER, 
U.  8,  Storekeeper,  Fori  Lawrenct. 

No.  3. 
Colonel  Nicholls  to  Colonel  Hawkins. 

British  Post,  Appalachioola  Rivbb, 

May  12, 1815. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  re- 
quested you  would  be  so  good  its  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  murder  and  robberies  committed  on  the 
Seminoles  belonging  to  the  chief  called  Bowlegs ; 
at  the  same  time  declaring  my  determination  of 
punishing,  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law,  any 
one  of  our  side  who  broke  it.  Of  this  a  melan- 
choly proof  has  been  given,  in  the  execution  of 
an  Inaian  of  the  Ataphalgo  town,  by  Hothly 
Poya  Tustunnuggee,  chief  of  Ockmulgees,  who 
found  him  driving  off  a  ganz  of  cattle  belon^inff 
to  your  citizens;  and  for  which  act  of  justice  1 
have  given  him  double  presents,  and  a  ehiera 
gun,  in  the  open  square  before  the  whole  of  the 
chiefs,  and  highly  extolled  him.  These,  sir,  are 
the  steps  I  am  daily  taking  to  keep  the  peace  with 
sincerity;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  same  line  is 
not  taken  on  your  side,  nor  have  yoa  written  to 
say  what  steps  you  are  taking,  or  intend  to  take, 
to  secure  this  mutual  good,  clince  the  last  com- 
plaint from  Bowlegs,  I  have  had  another  from 
him,  to  say  your  citizens  have  again  attacked  and 
murdered  two  of  his  people;  that  they  had  stolea 
a  gang  of  his  cattle,  but  that  he  had  succeeded  in 
regainine  them. 

I  asked  him  what  proof  they  had  of  their  beiog 
killed.  They  said  they  had  found  their  bloody 
clothes  in  the  American  camp^  which  was  hastily 
evacuated  on  their  approach.  Now,  sir,  if  these 
enormities  are  suffered  to  be  carried  on  in  a 
Christian  country,  what  are  you  to  expect  by 
showing  such  an  example  to  the  uncultivated 
native  of  the  woods?  (for  savsge  I  will  not  call 
them — their  conduct  entitles  them  to  a  better 
epithet.^  I  have,  however,  ordered  them  to  stand 
on  the  defensive,  and  have  sent  them  a  large  sup- 
ply of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  told  them  to 
put  to  death  without  mercy,  any  one  molesting 
them;  but  at  all  times  to  be  careful  and  not  put 
a  foot  over  the  American  line;  in  the  mean  time, 
that  I  should  complain  to  you,  that  I  was  Con- 
vinced you  would  do  your  best  to  curb  such  in- 
famous conduct;  also,  that  those  people  who  did 
such  deeds  would,  I  was  convinced,  be  disowned 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
severely  punished.  They  have  given  their  con- 
sent to  await  your  answer  before  they  take  re- 
venue; but,  sir,  they  are  impatient  for  it,  and. 
well  armed  as  the  whole  nation  now  is,  ana 
stored  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  having 
a  stronghold  to  retire  upon  in  case  of  a  superior 
force  appearing,  picture  to  yourself,  sir,  the  mis- 
eries that  may  be  suffered  by  good  and  innocent 
citizens  on  your  frontiers,  and  I  am  sure  yoa 
will  lend  me  your  best  aid  in  keeping  the  bad 
spirits  in  sobjeciion.    Yesterday,  in  a  f^U  assem- 
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bij  of  ihje  thitUi  I  fo>t  then  to  pas^  a  Uw  for 
foar  resolute  chiefs  to  be  appoiated  in  diffiereqi 
parts  of  the  Daiioni  someihing  in  the  oharacter  of 
our  sbef  iffii,  for  the  purpose  of  ipfllctiag  coadigo 
pun  isb  meat  oosaeh  people  as  broke  the  law;  aod 
I  wiil  say  this<  maeb  for  them,  that  I  aever  saw 
men  ezecote  laws  better  than  they  do.  X  am 
aho  deaired  to  say  to  jroa,  by  the  chiefs,  that  they 
do  not  find  that  your  citizens  are  eiacuatiog  thexr 
landii,  accor4inff  to  the  niath  article  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  but  thai  they  were  fresh  DroTisiooing 
the  forts.  This  point,  sir,  I  be^  ofyou  to  look 
into.  They  also  request  me  to  mform  you  thai 
they,  hare  signed  a  treaty  of  offeosivc  and  de* 
fensive  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
one  of  commerce  and  navigation,  ^hich,  as  soon 
as  it  is  ratified  al  home,  you  shaU  be  made  more 
(ully  acquainted  with. 
I  am,  sir,  your  yery  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  mCHOLLS, 
Ctmi^f^  A  B.  ALfiroes,  Cre^k  fuUum* 

To  Colonel  BiBiuiaf  m  Hawkims, 

Commamdirig  q$  FqH  jBaiaMMu 

Np.4, 
CahnetHmokinttif  ObkmlHU^Ik. 

Cbes<  Aqsjigy,  JXktu  2i,  1815. 

Ott  the  18th  I  had  tiie  pieaaure  to  reeeive  yomt 
oMHOipittaieaiiQa  of  the  28th  ultimo*  I  expected, 
from  the  teaikr  of  yaQr  orders,  which  I  conveyed 
to  you  from  Admirals  Cochrane  and  Cockburn, 
on  the  19th  of  March,  that  you  had  tefi  the 
Flof  Idas  ere  this  with  the  British  troops  .under 

Soar  command,  and  that  Spain  and  the  Unil«d 
itaiea  would  have  no  more  of  British  iaterfer- 
eiiiQe  in  the  management  of  their  Indian  aflairau 
The  newspaper  I  sent  you  was  one  in  which  the 
oficiai  acts  of  our  Government  are  published. 
There  could  be  no  motive  foi  fabificadoa;  your 
deeming  it  inconect  must  have  jproceedtd  uom  a 
kBOwtedge  tha>i  your  conduct,  in  relation  to  the 
negroes,  waa  at  variance  with^  it«  It  would  hav<e 
hem  adaptable  ift  the  evtmmanication  relative  14 
the  disposition  of  '*  the  negroes  taken  from  the 
citiaena  of  the  United  Suues,  or  Indians  tn  hos<- 
tiUtr  <o  the  Bcitiehi''  to  have  received  the  nom- 
b«r,  particularlv  betaiging  to  the  latter^  At 
peaea  is  restored  between  Gieat  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  I  feel  a  reluctance  to  pui  aa  paper 
anything  that  may  httve  tht  teadenny  to  tarnish 
the  British  character,  or  that  of  any  officer  pf  ita 
(jkiTeraments  hot  I  ewe  it  ta  theoecasioa  tascaie 
the  dasUiation  of  Captain  Henry,  that  '*  the  Hng- 
lisb  are  sent  out  by  their  ^eat  rather  and  Kiag 
to  restore  km  Indian  people  to  their  lands,  and  we 
are  desired  by  him.not  to  take  away  their  negroes, 
unkss  they  freely  give  then  to  u%  or  sell  them 
far  money/'  is  violated.  It  is  proper,  also,  to  add, 
I  did  not  enrol  any  Indians  into  the  service  of  tha 
United  States  until  afUr  the  negroes  of  Marshall, 
Stedham,  and  Kinnard,  three  naif-breeds,  were 
takea  from  them,  bf  force  or  stratageai,  b^  Brit- 
ish officers.  Your  restriction,  of  the  Captaia's  de* 
elarationi  to  negroes  belonging  to  Indians  friendly 
to.Qreat  Britain,  if  by  that  is  .meant  ladians  hea- 
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tile  to  tha  United  States,  Is  an  erroneous  one,  as 
thereis  not  one  Creek  wha  has  negroes  so  8ituate4 

The  Creek  chiefs  ( to  use  a  courtly  phrase)  have 
Inst  cau«e,  at  least,  to  say  this  is  an  "  uiijusrifia- 
b|e  aggression."  You  having  acted  by  orders 
and  itbeiog  now  beyond  your  control,  a  remedy 
mast  and  will  be  sought  for  elsewhere. 

The  documents  you  ei»close,  signed  by  three 
chiefs,  purporting  lo  be  the  agreement  of*  the 
Muscogee  nation  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treatf 
of  peace,  I  shall  lay  before  the  chiefs  of  the  naiioiK 
at  a  oonvention  soon  to  be  held  at  Coweta,  an4 
send  you  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  ii« 
The  result  of  my  reflections,  with  due  deference^ 
I  give  you.  as  on  the  envelope  it  purports  to  his 
on  hi$  BrUannie  MajMy^^$  $ervice*  it  is  withip 
soy  knowledge  that  one  of  the  chiefs  is  a  Semiai^e 
of  Sast  Florid^  and  has  never,  resided  in  iba 
United  States;  and  that  neither  of  the  three  has 
ever  attended  the  national  councils  of  t^  CreekSi 
or  is  in  aay  way  a  part  of  their  cjteautiviB:  gav* 
ernment«  U  the  jfour  witnesses  had  signed  it  aa 
principals,  an^  the  three  chiels  as  witnesses,  ia 
would  have  been  entitled  to  equal  respect  froaa 
me.'*'  Could  you  be  serious  in  commuaicatin^ 
such  a  nollitr  with  their  mock  detecmiaatioa  nal 
x^  permit  tne  least  intercousse  betwaen  theirs 
people  (meaning  the  Creek  nation)  aad  tbone  oi^ 
the tinited  Slates?  4c.  As  to  the  tescitoiy  ^ 
the  Seminoles^  it  being  out  of  the  United  Stataci. 
it  is  an  afiair  between  them  and  the  Governaaeni 
of  Spain ;  and  that  of  the  Creeks  is  as  fixed  aafl" 

Suaraniied  in  their  treaty  stipulations  with  the- 
tates.  I  do  not  know  that  any  occurrences  can 
happen  which  will  render  it  necessary  for  me  xvt 
communicate  with  Lieutenant  William  HamUy^ 
If  by  doiiig  so  I  can  reader  acts  of  kindness  la 
Indians  er  others,  it  would  afford  me  pleaaaref 
but;  under  present  impressions,  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation 
between  the  United  States  and  the  KiBg>of  Spain 
will  govern  me  in  all  cases  respecting  the  Indians 
in  the  two  Floridas. 
I  am,  with  due  regard,  sir,  your  ob'dt  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

Chibnel  Hawkins  to  Colonel  l^ichoUt. 

CaasK  AaBMOV,  ilos^  28^  1815* 

On  the  24th  I  wrote  to  you  m  reply  to  yourtef 
the  20th  idtimo,  and  sinee  have  bad  the  pleasiure 
toreeeive  yovrs  af  the  12tb.  I  had  receired  fVoitt 
Bowdcfi,  diseet,  a  complaint  of  ao  onttage  cetiH 
mitted  "  br  the  people  of  Georgia,  who  had  gofttf 
imo  Bast  Floricia,  driven  off  his  cattle,  and  dr^ 
scroyed  his  property."  I  have  sent  this  eomalawf 
t»  tlse  Govenuir  or  Georgia,  who  will  readily  ctK 
operate  with  the  ofieers  of  the  General  Gk>vevii- 
meat  to  eawe  jnstiee  to  be  dooe  to  the  injured, 
if  the  complaint  is  true.  The  laws  of  the  Unttetf 
States  provide  eompbtelj  for  the  proteetfoo  of 


The  Witnesses,  wa  belieee, 
Csptain  Weedbiast  Ideatsasat 
Heniy. 


wcM  Colonel  NisMto, 
BamWy»  ead  Capitis 
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the  Indian  rights,  -and  those  intrusted  with  their 
execution  have  the  power  of  doing  it.  All  that 
b  wanted  is  a  proof  against  the  transgressors. 

The  Indians  of  Aulotcbwan,  who,  withoat  pro- 
vocation, murdered  and  plundered  a  numher  of 
the  subjects  of  Spain  on  St.  John's,  have  engen- 
dered such  a  deaaiy  feud  between  the  parties  that 
it  will  be  long  before  the  descendants  of  the  in- 
jured can  forget  and  forgive.  Spain,  from  her 
internal  commotions,  has  not  found  it  convenient 
to  settle  a  peace  between  them ;  and  these  people, 
It  Is  probable,  are  taken  for  Georgians.  The  In- 
dians of  this  agency,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Flori- 
das^  have  long  koown  thev  have  to  apply  through 
their  chiefs  to  me  for  a  redress  of  their  grievances. 
The  government  of  the  Creeks  is  not  an  ephem- 
eral one.  Its  last  modification  is  of  more  than 
ten  years  standing.  It  was  the  work  and  choice 
of  the  nation,  and  has  a  check  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Seminoies. 

In  1799  a  gentleman  arrifed  where  you  a^e 
lirom  Bagiand,  who  had  been  an  officer  on  half 
pay.  He  came  in  the  Fox  sloop-of-war,  furnish- 
ed by  the  Admiral  on  the  Jamaica  station,  by  or- 
der of.  the  Admiralty,  **'  to  facilitate  to  him  a 
passage  to  bis  nation,  (the  Creeks.")  This  gen- 
tlemsn,  after  attempting  in  various  ways  with 
the  Beminoles  to  usurp  the  government  of  the 
Creeks  without  success,  created  himself  director 
general  of  Muscogee,  declared  war  against  Spain, 
Burdered  some  of  his  subjects,  and  took  St. 
Mark's.  He  ordered  me,  with  my  assistants  in 
the  plan  of  civilization,  out  of  the  Creek  nation. 

I  communicated  his  proceedings  to  the  nation- 
al councils,  who  had  been  previously  acquainted 
with  him,  and  who  replied  to  him  that  he  ^  had 
a  title  smong  them,  which  he  well  merited,  Cap- 
pe-tum-nee-lox-au,  (the  Prince  of  Liars,)  and  no 
other."  This  director  general  of  Muscogee,  after 
playing  a  farce  for  two  years,  experienced  a  tragic 
scene,  which  deprived  him  of  his  liberty.  He 
was  put  in  irons  by  order  of  the  council  whose 
government  he  attempted  to  usurp,  and  sent  to 
the  Governor  Qeneral  of  Louisiana,  to  answer 
for  crimes.  His  Seminole  chiefs  were  glad  to 
retire  with  impunity.  After  this,  it  was  unani- 
mously determined,  m  a  national  council  of  distin- 
guished chiefs  from  every  town  and  a  deputation 
of  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Cherokees,  that 
the  warriors  should  be  classed,  and  held  in  readi- 
ness to  execute  the  orders  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil, and  that  the  agent  for  Indian  affiun  should 
have  the  power  of  executing  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions of  the  Creeks  with  their  white  neighbors. 
Tookaubatche  and  Coweta,  alternstely,  as  the 
occasii^n  required,  were  appointed  the  permanent 
seat  of  the  national  councils,  where  national  af- 
fairs alone  could  be  transacted.  They  have  now 
two  speakers.  When  the  council  meeu  at  Cow- 
eta, Tustunnug^ee  Hopoie,  as  speaker  for  the 
Lower  Creeks,  is  speaxer  for  the  nation;  and 
when  they  meet  at  Tookanbatche,  Tnnunnug- 
gee  Tblucco,  of  the  Upper  Creeks,  is  speaker  for 
the  nation.  Coweu  is  headquarters  for  the  pre- 
sent. The  agent  for  Indian  affiiirs  can  convene 
the  council. 


To  this  council!  communicated,  in  your  own 
words,  the  pretensions  of  your  three  chiefs.  They 
answer,  **  we  have  had  Colonel  Nicholls's  com* 
munication  before  us,  that  Hapoilh  Micco,  and 
Caupachau  Micco,  and  Hopoie  Micco  are  the 
sovereigns  of  this  nisition.  We  know  nothing 
about  them  as  such.  We  have  often  invited  them 
to  attend  our  talks.  They  never  would  come 
forward,  and  Hapoith  Micco  is  a  hostile  Indian* 
Thev  have  nothing  to  do  with  our  affairs.  They 
reside  in  the  Spanish  territory." 

After  mentioning  a  solitary  effort  of  yours  "  to 
keep  the  peace,"  you  say  "  I  am  very  sorry  to  say 
the  same  line  is  not  taken  on  your  side,  nor  have 
you  written  to  me  to  say  what  steps  you  are  tak- 
ing, or  intend  to  take,  to  secure  this  mutual  good." 
You  could  not  have  expected  I  should  communi- 
cate with  yon,  when,  from  your  orders,  you  were 
80  soon  to  leave  the  country.  I  hare  communi- 
cated to  the  national  council  several  outrages 
committed  by  banditti  from  the  Seminoles  and' 
other  parts,  upon  the  post  road  and  frontiers,  of 
Gkorgia,  repeatedly.  They  have  in  two  instances 
had  the  guuty  shot,  and  sent  armed  parties  after 
others.  As  late  as  the  17th  of  April  one  man 
wi^  killed  and  four  wounded  on  the  post  road ; 
our  wagons  twice  attacked,  and  one  wagoner 
kilted,  several  horses  taken  and  carried,  as  report- 
ed, to  your  depot,  at  the  very  time  the  waeons 
were  carrying  seed  corn  for  the  Indians,  and  floor 
for  the  support  of  nearly  five  thousand  totally 
destitute  of  food. 

The  measure  in  operation  here  to  preserve 
peace  is  with  an  efficient  force,  red  and  white 
troops,  to  pursue,  apprehend,  and  punish  all  vio- 
lators of  the  public  peace.  The  executive  coun- 
cil of  the  Creeks  are  continually  at  Coweta,  with 
an  assistant  agent  to  take  orders  with  the  war* 
riors  when  the  necessity  is  apparent,  and  to  call 
on. me  when  the  aid  of  regular  troops  is  necessa- 
ry. We  do  not  rely  on  the  exertions  of  any  one 
but  ourselves  to  preserve  peace  among  the  Creeks^ 
and  between  them  and  their  neighbors  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Floridas.  We  examine 
fairly,  spare  the  innocent,  and  punish  the  guiltfi 
and  in  no  case  suffer  revenge  to  carve  for  itself. 

On  an  es parte  hearing,  you  have  ^<  armed  the 
Seminoles,  and  given  orders  to  put  to  death, 
without  mercy,  any  one  molesiins  .them."    Thia 
is  cruelty  without  example— scalping  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  for  troubling  or  vexing  onlj, 
and  the  executioners  the  judges  I    To  gratify 
their  revenge,  the  good  and  innocent  ettlxens  on 
the  frontiers  are  to  be  the  victims  of  such  bar- 
barity.   Suppose  a  banditti  were  to  commit  a 
violent  outrage,  such  as  that  of  the  17th  April ; 
are  we  to  charge  it  on  the  unoffending  people  of 
the  frontiers,  and  kill  them  without  mercy,  if  we 
cotild  not  find  out  the  guilty  ?    You  have  issoed 
the  order,  pi'ovided  and  issued  munitions  of  war 
for  its  execution,  prepared   and  provisioned  a 
stronghold  to  retire  upon,  in  case  of  superior  foree 
appearing,  to  protect  them  in  this  mode  of  grati* 
fylng  their  revenge.    You*  will  be  held  respon- 
sible, and  your  stronffbolds  will  certainly  not 
avail    If  you  are  really  on  the  service  of  Hia 
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BikaiomwUh  Spain, 


BriUDnic  Majestv,  it  is  aa  act  of  lioitility  which 
will  require  to  oe  speediljr  met,  aad  speedilf 
crashed.  But,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  jroa  are  actiog 
for  yourself,  on  some  speculatire  project  of  your 
own.  The  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain  could 
not,  from  his  love  of  justice  in  time  of  peace,  his 
systematic  perseyeranee  in  support  of  legitimate 
Sovereigns,  almost  to  the  impoverishing  of  his 
own  nation,  suffer  an^  of  his  officers  to  go  into 
a  neutral  country  to  disturb  its  peace. 

if  the  Seminole  Iwlians  have  complaints  to 
make,  if  they  will  do  it  through  the  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nations,  or  direct  to  me,  or  tbrooffb  an 
officer  of  His  Catholic  llajestyf  as  heretofore,  I 
will  cause  justice  to  be  done.  In  cases  of  mur* 
der,  the  guilty,  if  practicable,  shall  be  punished  ; 
in  case  of  thefit,  restitution  shall  be  made. 

The  treaties  you  have  made  for  the  Creek  na- 
tion, with^tbe  authority  created  by  yourself  for 
the  purpose,  must  be  a  novelty.  It  would  sur- 
prise me  much  to  see  your  Sovereign  ratify  such 
as  you  have  described  them  to  be,  with  a  people 
such  as  I  know  them  to  be,  in  the  territories  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  I  shall  communicate 
what  has  passed  on  the  subject  between  us  to  the 
officers  of  S|)ain  in  my  neighborhood,  that  they 
may  be  apprized  of  what  you  are  doing. 

As  vou  may  not  have  recent  news  from  Eu- 
rope, I  send  you  some  newspapers  detailing  im- 
portant events  there  on  the  4th  of  April. 

I  am,  A>c.,  BEN.  HAWKINS^ 

Agent  for  Indian  Affaxn. 

To  Col.  N1CHOLL8. 

Com^gH.  B*  ALforce$,  Appalachicola. 

No.  6  a. 

General  Gainet  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

HBADoniJiTaBS,  Fort  STonoaaT, 

Mmriuippi  Territmy,  May  14, 1815. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the 
deposition  of  Samuel  Jervais,  which,  taken  in 
connexion  with  other  accounts  recently  received 
from  Appalachicola,  and  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Saffold,  of  the  Territorial  militia,  a  copy 
of  which  is  also  enclosed,  leave  litile  doubt  that 
these  deluded  savages  meditate  a  renewal  of  the 
war  upon  our  frontier  inhabitants. 

I  shall  visit  Forts  Montgomery  and  Claiborne, 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain,  without  loss  of  time, 
the  real  designs  of  the  Indians ;  and,  should  they 
be  for  war,  shall  assemble  a  force  to  meet  them. 

The  remains  of  the  second  and  third  regiments 
of  infantry  are  at  the  Pass  Christian,  and  mav  be 
brought  to  this  frontier  in  a  few  davs,  and,  added 
to  the  remains  of  the  twenty-fourth  and  thirty- 
ninth,  now  at  Fort  Montgomery,  will  give  us  a 
force  of  near  one  thousand  men.  With  this 
force  I  shall  be  able  to  keep  the  Indians  in  check; 
and  with  another  thousand,  to  consist  of  Choc- 
taws  and  volunteers,  I  should  feel  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  a  decisive  stroke  upon  the  de- 
pots at  Appalachicola,  which  I  persuade  m^fself 
the  Government  may  be  at  liberty  to  sanction ; 
for^  until  these  depots  (if  they  really  exist)  are 


destroyed,  our  frontier  cannot  bat  eoatiaua  ex- 
tremely insecure. 

I  am  unable  to  say  how  far  the  statement  of 
Jervais  is  entitled  to  credit ;  but  I  have  examined 
him  attentively,  and  am  under  a  strong  impres- 
sion that  he  has  stated  the  truth,  and  that  the 
supplies  mentioned  in  his  deposition  are  are  not 
mistaken  for  those  delivered  last  Fall,  but  have 
really  been  delivered  since  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  had  been  officially  announced  to  the  Brit* 
ish  troops  at  Appalachicola.  These  supplies  wejai 
however,  brought  to  Appalachicola  previous  to 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

I  have  ordered  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps  and  posts  to  bold  their  commands  ready  for 
active  serviee,  and  have  taken  measures  to  pra* 
pare  a  small  train  of  light  artillery,  with  a  proper 
supply  of  fixed  ammunition,  tools,  camp  equi- 
page, &c.,  for  an  Indian  campaign,  whilst  Spain 
permits  our  enemjr  to  assemble  forces,  and  make 
military  depots  for  our  annoyance  within  her 
^  territory,  surely  she  can  make  no  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  our  visiting  those  depots.  Besides, 
Sputa  is  expresslv  bound  by  treaty  *^  to  restrain 
by  force  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the'  Indian 
nations  living  within  her  boundary."  If  she  doee 
not  restrain  them,  we  may^ conclude  that  she  has 
endeavored  to  do  so,  but  is  unable.  Can  she 
blame. us,  then, for  restraining  them  ourselves? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect 
and  esteem,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Majw  General  hy  hreivet. 

P.  S.  I  have  written  to  Migor  Greneral  Jack- 
son upon  the  same  subject;  but  as  he  is  probably 
OD  his  way  to  Washington,  I  have  thought  pro- 
per to  address  you  direct.  E.  P.  Q. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas,  ,   . 

Acting  Seeretary  tf  War, 

No.  6  6. 

DepoeUien  of  Samuel  Jervaie,  enekeed  in  the  abo9e 

letter. 
Samtiel  Jervais,  being  duly  sworuj  states :  That 
he  has  been  a  sergeant  of  marines  in  the  British 
service  for  thirteen  years  past ;  that  about  a  month 
ago  he  left  Appalachicola,  where  he  had  been 
stationed  for  several  months;  that  the  English 
colonel  (Nicholls)  had  premised  the  hostile  Indi- 
ans at  that  place  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, a  larg«  quantity  or  which  had  been  delivered 
to  tnem  n  few  days  before  his  departure,  and 
after  the  news  of  a  peace  between  England  and 
the  United  States  being  confirmed  had  reached 
Appalachicola ;  that,  among  the  articles  delivered, 
were,  of  cannon,  four  twelve-pounders,  one  how- 
itzer, and  two  cohorts;  about  three  thousand 
stands  of  small  arms,  and  near  three  thousand 
barrels  of  powder  and  ball;  that  the  British  left 
with  the  Indians  between  three  and  four  hundred 
negroes,  taken  from  the  United  States,  princi- 
pally from  liOnisiana;  that  the  arms  and  ammu- 
nition were  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  and  neffroea, 
for  the  purposes,  as  it  was  understood,  of  war 
with  the  United  States;  that  the  Indians  were 
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UMred  hf  the  Britith  commander  thai,  aceord-^ 
ing  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  all  the  lands  eeded 
hf  the  Creeks,  in  treaty  with  Qeneral  Jackson, 
were  10  be  restored ;  otherwise,  the  Indians  mast 
^ht  for  those  lands,  and  that  the  British  would 
in  a  short  time  assist  them. 

his 

SAMUBL  tf  JERVAIS, 

m  k. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  19th 
May,  1815,  at  the  town  of  Mobile. 

L-  JUDSON,  /.  P. 

No.  7. 
QeiUNd  Gidfm  to  A,  J.DaUtH,  AM^  Stattmhf  ef 

BiADauARTBaa,  Fort  Btoddebt*  M.  T., 

May  2S,  1815. 

81B :  I  reinraed  last  night  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomery; where,  though  unable  to  obtain  satisfae* 
tory  information  as  to  the  hostile  intentions  of 
the  Creek  Indians.  I  learned  that  two  of  the  party 
mentioned  in  my  last  had  been  killed,  and  eome 
others  wonnded ;  and  that  the  Indians  had  after- 
wards killed  two  of  our  eiiizensj  a  Mr.  West,  and 
another  whose  name  my  informant  (CoIoiKei 
Files,  from  the  setUement  of  Alabama,  near 
where  the  act  was  perpetraled)  had  forffolten* 

Some  negro  men  belonging  to  Don  McGill,  of 
Mobile,  tamiome  mouths  ago  to  A|^achicola 
by  the  British,  Tolantwili  returned  a  few  days 
past.  Their  statement  ot  the  supplies  and  ne- 
groes left  by  the  British  corresponds  Wi^h  that 
contained  in  the  deposition  of  Jervais,  endowed 
in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  hoAor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  14th  instant.  The  negroes  add  that 
there  are  at  Appalachicola  nearly  eight  hundred 
Indian  warriors,  and  tbart  the  negroes  were  per- 
miMed  to  remain  with  the  Indians  as  freemen,  or 
to  return  to  their  masterS)  as  they  should  elect, 
and  that  butfew  had  agreed  to  return. 

I  feel  convinced  that  the  Indians  ate  generally 
under  the  impression  that  the  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  ueaty  with  Qeneral  Jackson 
must  be  restored,  or  that  a  war  must  ensue ;  and 
that  their  friends,  the  British,  will  re-establish 
them  m  the  possession  of  these  lands. 

Bo  industriously  have  th^ae  impresviona  been 
circulated  bv  the  British  and  Spanish  agents 
among  the  iodians,  tfaiat,  so  far  aa  I  can  learn, 
not. only  the  ehiefi^  but  the  common  warriors,  are 
in  the  habit  of  saying  that  the  British  treaty  with 
the  Americana  given  the  Indians  their  lands  taken 
by  the  treatjr  with  Qeneral  Jackson. 

Since  writing  the  above,!  huve  been  furnished 
with  the  enclosed  deposition  of  &  Dale,  who  is 
a  rai^r  of  militia, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respeetfuUy,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

BDMUND  P.  QAINBS, 
Major  QtiMral  by  hnveL 

P.  S. — Since  closing  my  letter.  1  learn  that 
Nicholh,  said  to  be  a  colonel  in  tn^  British  ser- 
vice, is  still  at  Appalaehicola,  ^nd  that  he  has 


nine  hundred  Indians  and  four  hundred  and  ifty 
negroes  under  arms.  Thij  account  it  brought 
by  a  very  intelligent  negro  man  belonging  to  D. 
KeiHiedy,  at  Mobile,  t  think  it  goes  to  strengthen 
the  accounts  heretofore  giten  in  my  letter  of  the 
14tb  instant. 

E.  P.  GAINES. 
The  Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Aet^f  8e&y  at  War,  Waihingtmt. 

No.  8. 
Mmcrmnium  of  a  gmdlemtm  of  roapeetMHiy  ^ 

St.  Gborgb;  BBRMnoA,  May  21, 1815. 

Captain  Rawlins,  of  His  Migesty's  ship  Borer, 
has  stated  to  me  in  the  course  of  various  conver- 
sations, that,  at  the  time  of  his  departure  from 
Appalachicola,  (which  appears  to  have  been  about 
the  20ih  to  the  28th  April.)  the  British  had  col- 
lected upwards  of  three  hundred  persons  at  or 
near  Prospect  BlufiJ  partly  deserters  from  the 
United  States,  and  Partly  from  the  Spanish  prov* 
inces  of  Bast  and  West  Florida.  These  peo|de 
had  been  received  and  protected  by  Colonel  I^ich- 
olls,  of  the  royal  marines,  who  was  stationed  at 
that  plaoe,  and  who  appears  to  have  been  under 
the  impression  (at  least  be' said  so)  that  the  Brit- 
ish authorities  had  no  right  to  the  country  in  that 
vicinity* 

Admiral  Cochrane,  however,  appears  to  have 
disapproved  of  Nicholls's  conduct  in  affording 
protection  to  the  Spanish  slaves,  and  had  sent  the 
Hon.  Captain  Spencer  to  Pensaeotk  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  arrangements  for  their  restora- 
tion $  who  accordingly  protteded  to  Appalachi- 
cola. with  Captain  Pentado.  named  commissioner 
on  the  part  m  the  Bpaniaras. 

It  does  not  appear  thtt  iheae  gitntlemcn  were 
suceessful  in  their  misaiou^  ge  it  Waa  understood 
that  the  refugees  were  not  to  be  coerced,  but 
merely  such  facilities  afforded  to  those  who  vol- 
untarily agreed  to  return^  as  might  be  found 
necessary. 

Much  altercation  has  arisen  out  of  this  com- 
mission, in  consequence  of  many  officers  having 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  slaves ;  and  at  one  time 
the  life  of  Captain  Spencer  had  been  threatened 
by  the  negroes.  Captain  Rawlins  adds  that  much 
ammunition^  and  a  good  many  stands  of  arms, 
with  some  pieces  of  artillery,  had  been  left  with 
them;  and  that  the  fort  constructed  by  Colonel 
Nicholls  "  would  not  be  destroved." 

I  have  da<5e  learned  that  the  Carron,  which 
must  have  sailed  from  Appalachicola  previoua  to 
the  Borer,  is  arrived  at  mssau,  on  ner  wny  to 
Bermuda,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
slaves  of  all  ages.  As  she  is  daily  expected,  and 
as  Captain  Spenfcer  is  now  on  nis  way  here,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  wait  their  arrival  before  yon 
maae  any  official  communication  to  your  €fov- 
em  meat  on  the  subject.  It  is  however  obvious, 
that  were  you  in  possession  of  the  whole  facts,  no 
time  ought  to  be  lost  in  recommending  the  aciop- 
tion  of  speedy,  energetic  measures,  for  the  de- 
struction of  a  thing  held  so  likely  to  become 
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dangerotts  to  Ui«  State  of  Qeorgia*  Tiie  SpRi- 
wis  an  Qot  io  &  sitoatioa  to  do  it,  bat  I  daie  «ay 
would  co-operate.  1  have  learned  that  th.e  whole 
of  the  slares  broueht  from  the  United  States 
have  been  sent  to  Nora  Scotia,  with  the  exceo- 
tien  of  a  few  tipit  wefe  lately  shipped  to  the  isl- 
and of  Trinidad,  in  Hte  Maiesty's  ship  theLerant, 
and  such  as  hare  enlisted  in  the  colonial  marines 
were  in  these  islands.  A  few  stragglets  hare 
QOBtrired  to  gel  on  shore  in  the  Bermsidas,  and 
by  the  eonniTanoe  of  their  colonised  friends  to 
TenaiDi^efy  ooaiiary  to  the  wishes  of  the  iahab- 
itants,  who  are  in  geaeml  desifoos  oi  getting  rid 
of  thenL 

It  has  been  whispered  (I  know  not  with  what 
tr«h)  that  the  people  expected  in  the  Carron, 
who  are  from  Louisiaaa  and  West  Florida,  are 
abo  to  be  seat  to,  Trinidad. 

The  Oarron  is  arriTed ;  and  this  morning  I  an* 
derstood  from  Biessrs*  James  and  Michael  Car* 
■on,  the  agents  of  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  the 
Carron  was  going  to  some  port  of  the  West 
Indies^-UBquestiottably  to  Trinidad. 

No.  9. 

4iidr€9$  to  the  JCm  of  Engkmd  /rom  the  Indianih 
puhHehed  in  the  mttgUeh  newifapere  qfthe  I5tk  itf 
AyguH,  1818. 

We,  the  chiefs  of  the  Muscogee  nation,  in  full 
dOWicU  assembled,  on  behalf  of  oaraelv^  and  our 
people,  4o  make  the  foUewiag  requests  of  our 
^eod  father  J  King  Qeo<rge,aod  deolare  to  him  eer* 
tain  rcaolatione  we  hare  come  to,  with  our  reasons 
lor  so  doing. 

We  conceiTo  it  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
for  ourgood.  as  well  as  to  make  us  a^ful  allies  of 
Ckeat  mitam,  that  officers  should  he  oonslaBtiy 
kept  among  us;  and  we  request  that  our  good 
father  will  graot  us,  this.  £ii?or.  Since  Colonel 
Brown  left  us,  we  have  been  a  prey  to  ciril  dis- 
sensions, fomented  and  kept  up  by  our  inreteraie 
and  nerer-to-be-'satisfied  toe,  the  Atnericans ;  by 
their  bad  adrice  has  brother  been  in  the  act  of 
shedding  the  blood  of  brother ;  and  whea  the  laod 
becomes  thus  desolated,  they  possess  tbemseUes 
0f  it,  so  that  we  shall  soon  bie  arirea  lo  the  desert 
sands  of  the  sea  from  the  fertile  fields  of  oar  fore- 
fathers ;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Spaaiards  will 
not  let  as  trade  with  the  British  from  the  months 
of  oar  rivers  $  we^  therefore,  farther  request  that 
owr  good  father  will  secure  for  us  the  months  of 
the  rivers  Appalaqbicola,  Alabama,  and  St.  Ma- 
ry's;, for,  if  our  communication  is  ones  vaoreeut 
off  from  his  children,  we  shall  be  totally  rained. 
We  have  fought  and  bled  for  him  agaiast  the 
Americans,  by  which  we  hare  made  them  our 
mote  bitter  enemies ;  aa^,  as  he  has  stood  the 
biend  of  the  oppressed  natioas  beyond  the  great 
waters,  he  will  surely  not  forget  t&e  sufiefings  of 
his  once  happy  children  here.  We  tbcorefere  rely 
on  his  future  protection  apd  fatberl)f  kindoess; 
we  will  truly  keep  the  talks  which  his  chief  has 
e^vea  ns,  if  he  is  gfacioosky  pleased  to  centiaae 
his  protection.  Famiae  ie  now  devouring  up  our- 
selves add  our  jcbiidreii^  fay  reaeea  of  our  Upper 
iVowA  hie^ME  being  dnvep  do^A  upon  us  in  the 


time  the  corn  waf  green ;  and  now  their  miseries 
and  necessities  caose  them  to  root  up  the  seeds 
of  oar  fatui«  crop,  so  that  what  we  sow  in  the 
day  we  are  obligea  to  watch  at  night.  Were  it 
not  for  the  powder  w^  gat  from  your  chief,  the 
whole  of  the  nation  would  be  in  dust.  The  Red 
Sticks  have  shot  and  eaten  up  almost  the  whole 
of  oar  cattle,  for  they  have  seea  their  childr^t 
digging  in  the  woods  for  want|  and  who  can 
blame  them,  when  they  are  ijressed  by  such  cruel 
necessity  1  Thus  we  are  situated,  and  we  are 
only  looking  to  the  departure  or  the  stay  of  yout 
children  as  the  sigaal  of  our  destruction  or  pros* 
perity.  In  former  timesi  after  the  British  left  nsj 
to  show  our  love  and  regard  for  their  nation,  we 
made  a  gsaat  of  our  laads  to  the  boose  of  ran* 
ton,  Ijeuie,  6t  Co.,  anJd  latterly  to  the  house  of 
John  Forbes  d^  Co^  <m  eeit^in  torBiA-«4hat  they 
were  to  settle  the  lands  with  British  men,  ana 
keep  up  a  sufficient  and  good  assortmeat  of  all 
sorts  of  merchandise  saitable  to  our  wants ;  buL 
instead  of  their  doing  this,  they  have  attempted 
to  settle  our  leads  with  Americans,  and  h#ve  le* 
fused  to  supply  us  with  powder  wbea  we  were 
attacked  by  our  eaemiea,  aad  have  urged  oe  to 
declare  for  the  Americans  agaiast  tlie  British, 
an^  have  offered  rewards  to  us  for  that  purpose  t 
aad  the]r  have  actaally  written  to  their  ageafe 
who  reside  among  us,  desiring  them  to  obstruet 
the  British  ofljeers  all  in  their  power  from  assist* 
ing  u&  and  to  represent  to  them,  also,  how  iaif 
possible  it  would  be  for  them  to  succeed  against 
the  AasericMa;  and  we,  haviqjr  iatercepted  their 
letters,  did  deUver  them  to  Lieuteiiant  CoIomI 
NichoUa.  who  is  our  witness;  and  the  aaid  kUwe 
were  delivered  by  an  Indiaa  to  Joha  Porbe%  al 
St.  Auguatine,  to^  be  forwarded  by  him  as  ame* 
said ;  and.  as  it  does  stand  thus,  on  unquestuw* 
able  proof,  that  the  ^d  Jiouse  of  Forbes  dt  Co. 
have  ahamefttUy  broken  their  contracts  with  as, 
we  do,  in  this  our  full  assembly,  declare  all  their 
prmrty  in  our  nation  to  be  oonfiseated  to  the 
aaooa;  and  we  further  annul  and  deolere  void 
our  grant  or  grants  of  lands  accordingly,  warn* 
ing  them,  and  all  belongiog  to  them,  nerer  to 
appear  again  in  the  nation.  And  the  United 
States,  or  some  part  thereof,  hare  thought  proper 
to  run  a  line  or  wagon  road  thnmgh  tke  Indian 
nation,  from  Hartford,  in  Georgia,  to  Mobile,  in 
West  Florida,  without  our  oonsent,  and  to  our 
great  hurt  and  annoyance. 

We  implore  our  good  father  that  he  will  cause 
them  to  disuse  the  said  road,  and  to  cease  aH^eom* 
munication  between  them  and  ns,  as  we  are  de- 
termined to  cease  having  anv  commuaioation 
with  them ;  and  we  warn  all  Amerioaas  to  keep 
out  of  this  nation*  And  whereas  that  a  young 
chief,  called  Mcintosh,  was  sent  with  a  message 
of  remonstrance  a^ain/A.theaboTemaationed  road 
being  run,  and-  of  several  other  enoreaehments 
on  the  Tombigbee^  Coosa,  i^nd  Alabama  rivers, 
instead  of  his  making  such  remonstNUice,  he  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  tricked  by  oar  enemy,  and 
unlawfully  sold  to  |hem  Jaife  tracts  of  lead  on 
and  aheui  the  riyeis  Oconee-  and  Ockmnlgee^ 
vrhich  tm^ts  of  Mi  we  impure  our  ^geed  A&er 
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to  use  bis  endearor  in  getting  restored,  tnd  that 
the  Americans  may  be  obliged  to  witbarav  from 
them.  The  aborementioned  Mcintosh  holds  a 
commission  as  Major  in  the  American  army,  and 
of  the  Creek  regiment ;  he  has  caused  mneh  blood 
to  be  spilt,  for  which  we  denounce  him  to  the 
whole  nation,  and  will  giTe  the  usual  reward  of 
the  brave  to  any  one  who  mav  kill  him,  he  bar* 
ing,  on  a  recent  occasion,  killed  and  scalped  a 
brother,  who  was  on  an  errand  of  peace  to  our 
Cherokee  brethren,  for  no  other  reason  alleged 
acainst  him  than  his  baring  British  arms  about 
him  ;  and  in  this,  we  are  told,  he  has  been  en- 
couraged by  Colon^  Hawkins,  although  long 
after  peace  was  declared,  and  all  hostility  ordered 
to  cease.  We  further  request  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Nicholis  will  return  our  grateful  thanks  to 
our  good  father  and  his  chiefs,  by  sea  and  land, 
for  tne  useful  and  good  presents  he  has  sent  to 
us  by  them ;  and  also  that  the  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel, and  the  officers  with  him  in  this  nation,  will 
receiTC  our  thanks  for  their  brotherly  conduct  to 
HI.  And  whereas  our  good  father  haring  made 
a  peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  and, 
according  to  his  true  talk,  he  has  not  forgotten 
the  interests  of  us  his  children,  but  has  caused  to 
be  respected  our  lands,  and  guarantied  the  in- 
tegrity of  them  to  us,  we  do  declare  them  or  him 
to  be  traitors  to  this  nation  who  shall,  without 
his  aid  and  eur  consent,  sell  or  nuke  oTcr  to  any 
foreign  Power  any  part  thereof;  and  we  do  fhrr- 
ther  declare  whosoerer  shall  endearor,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  separate  us  from  him  or  his  chil- 
dren, to  be  the  enemy  of  us  and  our  children,  and 
that  we  will  not  trade  or  barter  with  any  other 
than  the  British  nation  if  the  abore  requests  be 
complied  with;  and  we  do  promise  to  gire  ffrants 
of  land  to  all  such  British  men  as  our  good  father 
•hall  ^ire  permission  to  stay  amongst  us,  and  that 
we  will  do  our  best  to  protect  and  defend  them 
in  their  laws  and  propertr;  and  we  send  as  our 
vepresentatire  our  brare  orother  Hillis  Hadjo 
(Praacis)  to  our  father,  who  is  authorisea  to 
ratify  this  treaty. 

Qiren  under  our  hands,  at  the  British  fort  at 
the  4iODfiueoce  of  the  Chatahoochee  and  Flint 
rireriL  this  lOih  March,  1815. 

Hopoath  Mico,  King  qfthe  F\mr  Nationt, 

his  X  mark. 

Hopy  Mico,  his  z  mark. 

Nefaemathla,  1st,  his  x  mark.  ^ 

Justomie  Haso,  nis  z  mark* 

Onus  Haffo,  his  z  mark. 

Nehemathla,  2d,  his  z  mark. 

Nehemathla,  3d,  his  z  mark. 

Justomie  Bmathla,  his  z  mark. 

Octaithf  e  HagCL  his  z  mark. 

Aoopehigemathlo,  his  z  mark* 

Tatao  Mico.  his  z  mark. 

Hopoathla  Jostanuggee,  his  z  mark. 

Conope  Mathla,  his  z  mark. 

Yatoule  Mathla,  his  z  mark. 

Johnson,  his  z  mark. 

Hillis  HadJo,  his  z  mark. 

And  fyurteen  other  ekitft. 
Witnemi    Ed.  NiciioU^  Lieutenant  Colonel; 


H.  Boss,  Captain  Rifle  Cotpe  ;  Joe.  Roche,  Cap- 
tain 1st  West  India  Regiment;  Wm.  Hambly, 
Lieutenant  and  1st  Interpreter. 

So.  10. 

EaOraei  of  a  ktkrjrom  the  Searetarji  of  State  to  Mr. 

Baker,  daUd 

Jolt  10. 1815. 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Nicholis,  who  hu  taken 
a  position  on  the  Appalachicola.  within  the  Span- 
ish territory,  is,  on  the  same  pnaciple,  entitled  to 
particular  attention.  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  correspondence  between  him  and  Coloilel 
Hawkins,  agent  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Creeks,  and  also  an  eztract  of  a  leuer  from  Major 
Qeneral  Gaines,  with  the  alfidarit  of  Samuel  ^r- 
raisy  which  show  the  nature  and  effect  of  his  ez- 
traordinary  and  unjustifiable  interference  with 
that  nation.  It  appears,  by  Colonel  Nicholas  let- 
ter, that  he  considers  our  treaty  wih  the  Cireeke, 
though  made  sereral  months  before  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  as  rendered  roid  by  the  lat- 
ter, and  that  he  is  endearoring  to  impress  that 
opinion  on  them,  and  to  ezcite  them  to  hostility 
in  support  of  it ;  that  he  has  supplied  them  with 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  bad  actually 
Iprmed  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensire  and  defen- 
slre,  with  certain  Indians,  whom  he  calls  the 
Creek  nation,  which  he  has  sent  to  his  Ctorern- 
ment  for  ratification'^  that,  in  short,  he  had  made 
Appalachicola  a  military  station,  at  which  he 
had  collected  a  large  body  of  Indians  and  fugi- 
tire  alares  from  the  United  States,  eridently  for 
hostile  purposes  ai(ainst  the  United  States.  The 
conduct  of  this  officer  is  of  too  marked  a  charac- 
ter to  require  anr  comment.  His  proceedings  are 
utterly  and  eridently  incompatible  with  the  late 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  with  the  amicable 
relations  established  by  .it  between  our  countries. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  these  proceedings, 
it  is  not  my  object  to  dwell  on  each  particular 
act  of  whicb  I  complain.  I  shall  remark,  gener* 
ally,  that,  as  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  was  con- 
cluded before  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  ninth  article  or  that  treaty  has  no  bearing 
with  that  nation;  and  that  any  interference  m 
Nicholis,  or  other  British  agent,  with  the  CreekS| 
howerer  slight,  is  improper  ana  unjustifiable. 

The  President  cannot  doubt  that  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Nicholis  and  of  the  other  British  agents, 
as  stated  in  the  corresppndence  which  is  commu- 
nicated, is  unauthorizM  by  yourijtorernment,  and 
that  they  will  be  justly  censured  and  punished  by 
it.  In  the  meantime,  as  you  were  particularly 
empowered  to  act  in  all  circumstances,  connected 
with  the  ezecution  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  I 
am  persuaded  that  you  will  readily  interpose  your 
authority  to  putan  end  to  proceedings  or  a  nature 
so  unwarrantable,  and  which  hare  already  pro- 
duced such  injurious  effects. 

No.  11., 

Bairad  <if  a  ieitot  fiom  the  Seereiary  of  StaU  to  ik'. 

AdamOf  dated 

Dbpabtmkut  op  Statb,  July  21, 1815.  * 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Nichollt  to  the  aoatb 


1M9 


AFPBNDIX. 


1964 


^^ 


if  ttill  more  extraordioarjr*  HaTiaffnoticcd  it  io 
safficient  detail  ia  my  letter  to  Mr.  Baker,  I  refer 
you  to  that  paper  for  the  necessary  iaformation 
respecting  iL 

It  may  oe  fairly  presumed  that  these  acts  were 
not  authorized  by  the  British  QoTernment;  that 
they  are  imputable  only  to  Indiaa  agents,  aod 
those  under  whom  they  act  in  this  country.  They 
nevertheless  deserve  reprehension,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  British  Gorernment  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  inflicL 

No.  Z.  a. 

fytraeU  tfa  ktUrfrom  Mr,  Adanu  to  the  Secretary 
of  siate,  etoHng  the  iubekmee  of  a  eonvereaHan 
mth  Bar!  Baikmret,  dated 

London,  Sept.  19, 1815. 

I  said  that  the  American  GoYernment  had  been 
peculiarly  concerned  at  the  proceedings  of  Colo- 
nel Nicbolls,  because  they  appeared  to  be  marked 
with  unequivocal  and  extraordinary  marks  of  hos- 
tility. "  Why,"  said  Lord  Bathurst,  '<  to  tell  you 
the  truth.  Colonel  Nicholls  is,  I  believe,  a  man  of 
activity  and  spirit,  buf  a  very  wild  fellow.  He 
did  make  and  send  over  to  me  a  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  some  Indians ;  and  be  is  now 
come  oTer  here,  and  has  brought  over  some  of 
those  Indians.  I  sent  for  answer  th^t  be  had  no 
authority  whatever  to  make  a  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  Indians,  and  that  this  Gov- 
ernment would  make  no  such  treaty.  I  have 
sent  him  word  that  I  could  not  see  him  upon  any 
such  project.-  The  Indians  are  here  in  distress, 
indeed ;  but  we  shall  only  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  returning^  home,  and  advise  them  to 
make  their  terms  with  the  United  Slates  as  well 
as  they  can*"  Perceiving  that  I  had  particularly 
noticed  his  declaration  that  he  had  declined  see- 
ing Colonel  NicholLs,  be  said  that  he  should  per- 
haps see  him  upon  the  general  subject  of  his 
transactions,  but  that  be  declined  seeing  him  in 
regard  to  his  treaty  with  the  Indians. 

In  this  conversation  Lord  Bathurst's  manner, 
like  that  of  Lord  Liverpool,  in  the  conference 
which  I  bad  about  a  month  before  with  him,  was 
altogether  good  humored  and  conciliatory.  The 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  persons  complained 
of  was  explicitly  disavowed  $  and  I  understood, 
at  first,  the  observation  of  Lord  Bath urst,  that  be 
bad  declined  seeing  Colonel  Nicholb,  as  an  inti- 
mation that  it  was  intended  to  exhibit  towards 
that  officer  unequivocal  marks  of  displeasure. 
But  the  subsequent  explanation  left  me  to  con- 
clude thatj  although  tbe  disapprobation  of  his 
proceedings  was  strongly  expressed  to  me,  the 
utmost  extent  of  it  that  would  be  shown  to  him 
would  be  the  refusal  to  ratify  bis  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  the  Indians. 

No.  12  6. 

Extract  of  a  note  from  Hr.  Adanu  to  Earl  Bathuret, 

dated 

LoMDOii,  S^  25, 1815. 

In  the  conference  with  yonr  Lordship  witJi 
which  I  waa  honored  on  the  14th  instant,  I  rep- 
restnted  to  you,  conformably  to  tbe  instrualions 


which  I  had  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  the  proceedings  of  several 
British  officers  in  America,  and  upon  the  Ameri- 
can coast,  marked  with  characters  iocompatibloi 
not  only  with  those  amicable  relations  which  it 
is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  restore  and  to  cultivate,  but  even  with 
the  condition  of  peace  which  had  been  restored 
between  the  two  countries  by  the  Treaty  of 
GUieot. 

It  was  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  I  an- 
derstood  .your  Lordship,*  in  the  name  of  tbe  Brit- 
ish Government  to  disavow  the  proceedings  of 
all  those  officers,  of  which  it  had  been  my  duty 
to  complain ;  and  that  I  received  from  you  the 
assurance  that  orders  had  long  since  been  given 
for  tbe  restoration  of  the  post  of  Michilimackinao 
to  tbe  United  States;  that  instructions  had  been 
given  to  promote,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  res- 
toration X}f  peace  between  the  Indians  and  the 
United  States;  and,  particularly,  that  Colonel 
Nicholls,  in  pretending  to  conclude  a  treaty,  of- 
fensive and  defensive,  with  t:ertain  Indians  be- 
longing within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  bad  not  only  acted  without  authority,  bat 
incurred  the  disapprobation  of  Bis  Majesty 'a 
Government. 

No,  13  a. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adame  to  the  Secretarjf 
of  Stale,  eontaintnf  the  euhetanee  of  a  eonvereatiem 
with  Lord  CaetUreagh,  dated 

London,  F^h.  8, 1816. 

I  next  observed  that,  at  the  other  extremity  of 
the  United  States,  the  Indians  again  appeared  in 
the  shape  of  disturbers  of  the  peace  between  our 
countries.  I  recapitulated  your  remonstrances  to 
Mr.  Baker,  and  mine,  bv  your  order,  to  Lord  Ba- 
tharst,  against  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Nicholls; 
that  officer's  pretended  treaties  of  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensire,  and  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, with  certain  runaway  Indians,  whom  he 
bad  seen  fit  to  style  the  Creek  nation ;  and  the 
very  exceptionable  manner  in  which  he  had  noti- 
fied his  transactions  to  the  agent  of  tbe  United 
States  with  the  Creeks,  with  an  intimation  that 
we  were  to  hear  more  about  the  treaties  when 
they  should  be  ratified  in  Ensland.  |  mentioned 
that  Lord  Bathurst  bad,  in  the  most  candid  and 
explicit  manner  verbally  disavowed  to  me  these 
proceedings  of  Colonel  Nicholls;  had  told  me 
that  the  pretended  ueaty  of  alliance,  ofiensiye  and 
defensive,  had  been  indeed  transmitted  by  the 
Colonel  for  ratification;  but  this  Government 
had  refused  to  ratify  it,  and  informed  Colonel 
Nicbolls  that  they  would  agree  to  no  such  treaty; 
that  the  Colonel  had  even  brought  over  some  of 
his  Indians  here,  who  would  be  sent  back,  with 
advice  to  make  their  terms  with  the  united 
States  as  they  coold.  These  verbal  assurances 
I  had  reported  to  my  Government,  and  presumed 
they  had  been  received  with  much  satisfaction. 
Whether  they  bad  been  repeated  in  a  more  formal 
manner,  and  in  any  written  communication,  I 
had  not  been  informed.  I  had  noticed  the  con- 
doet  of  Colonel  Nicholls  in  one  of  my  notes  lo 
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V  Lord  Bftthurst,  nnd  to  that  part  of  the  note  bad 
raoeired  no  antiwer.  As  the  complaint  had  also 
been  made  through  Mr.  Baker,  a  written  answer 
might,  perhaps,  hare  been  returned  through  that 
ohannel.  My  motire  for  referring  to  the  subject 
now  was,  that,  by  the  President's  Message  to 
Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  I  per- 
eoired  that  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  that 
part  of  the  United  States  still  threatened  hostil- 
ities, and  because  there,  as  in  the  more  northern 
parts,  the  Indians  would  certainly  be  disposed 
t»  tranquillity  and  peace  with  the  United  States, 
miess  they  should  hare  encouragement  to  rely 
qpon  the  support  of  Great  Britain.  Lord  Cas- 
titre«gh  said,  with  a  smile,  that  he  had  a  good 
Many  treaties  to  lay  before  Parliament,  but  none 
aiioh  as  those  I  deecribed  were  among  them. 

No.  13  b. 

Mlgtr$ei  qf  a  letter  from  Ur,  Adame  to  Lord  Cattle- 

reiigh,  dated 

London,  Matxh  21, 1816. 
It  has  been  more  than  once  a  painful  part  of 
die  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  represent  to  His 
Majesty's  Qerernment  the  unfriendly  disposi- 
tions manifested  by  British  militarjr  officers  in 
America  towards  the  United  States  since  the 
peace  between  the  two  countries ;  and  to  point 
out  apeeifio  and  uneqnirocal  faou,  bf  which 
llieae  officers,  far  ffom  ejiertittjg  themAiirts  to 
carry  into  effect  the  avowed  objaci  of  their  own 
QoYetnment,  of  securing  to  the  Indians  who 
bad  followed  the  British  standard  during  the 
wnr  the  blessings  of  the  pacification,  have  labored 
irlrh  an  aotir ity  as  restless,  and  a  zeal  as  ardent, 
As  they  conld  have  done  in  the  heat  of  war,  to 
Instigate  Indians  belonging  within  the  territorial 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  continued  or 
renewed  hostility  against  them.  When,  in  the 
ci^orse  of  last  Summer,  the  undersigned  had  the 
honor  of  exposing  to  Barl  Bathurst  the  transao- 
tfons  deeply  marked  with  this  character  of  Colo- 
nel NicboUs,  he  was  happy  to  receive  from  bis 
Lordship,  verbally,  at  once  the  confirmation  of 
the  facts,  and  the  disavowal  of  the  measures. 
Colonel  Nicholls,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
peaY!e  between  his  Sovereign  and  the  United 
states,  not  only  used  every  efibrt  in  his  power 
to  urge  to  war  against  the  United  States  tribes 
of  Indians  with  whom  they  were  then  at  peace, 
and  who  were  far  remote  from  any  British 
possession  whatever,  but  actually  concluded  a 
pretended  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defen* 
irive^  between  some  of  Ihem  and  Greftt  Britain 
against  the  United  States.  Of  this  treaty^  Earl 
•Mthorst,  in  a  conference  with  the  undersigned, 
etpresfied  himself  in  terms  of  unqualified  disap" 
probation;  adding  that  it  had  not  been  ratified 
or  approved,  and  that  ho  such  treaty  would  be 
made  or  agreed  to  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  pur- 
suit of  his  projects.  Colonel  Nicholls  brought 
over  some  of  these  Indians  to  England  |  but  as 
Lord  Bathurst,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  as- 
sured the  undersigned  that  no  use  of  them  hostile 
to  the  United  States  would  be  made  by  Great 
Britain,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded  thiit  that 


determination  has  not  been  departed  from  by  His 
M^esty's  Government. 

How  far  the  threat  of  Indian  vengeance  is  be« 
commg  to  the  humanity  of  British  officers,  or  the 
di^nitv  of  their  Government,  in  a  correspondence 
with  ttt«  officers  of  a  civilized  nation,  and  in  a 
lime  of  peace,  the  undersigned  leaves  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  decide.  Neither  Colonel 
Nicholls  nor  Colonel  Janiies  was  ashamed  to  use 
it ;  and  it  would  be  treated  by  the  undersigned  as 
it  was  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  were  it  not  his  duty  to 
remark  that,  iu  condescending  tobe  the  henddt 
of  this  menace,  thost  officers  sufficiently  indi- 
cated that  they  understood  iu  being  oarried  ii^to 
execution  or  not  depended  upon  them ;  that  they 
viewed  themselves  as  the  regulators  to  restraia  or 
to  license  Indian  barbarity  at  their  discretion; 
that  they  (British  military  officers)  called  upon  the 
ciril  authority  of  the  United  States  to  satisfy  the 
revenge  of  Indian  savages  belonging  within  the 
American  jurisdiction,  for  acts  committed  upon 
the  American  territory  $  threatening,  as  the  alter- 
native, to  let  loose  those  savages  to  wreak  their 
own  vengeance.  In  all  its  fury,  upon  American 
women  and  children. 

Independently  of  the  very  serious  character  of 
these  transactions  in  themselves,  the  undersigned 
entreats  the  attention  of  the  British  Govemmenc 
to  the  spirit  by  which  they  were  dictated  This 
excessive  earnestness  of  British  authoriiies,  mili- 
tary and  civil,  to  hold  themselves  forth  as  the 
firotectors,  through  right  and  through  wrong,  of 
ndians  not  belonging  to  British  territories,  how- 
ever politic  it  may  be  deemed  to  imbitter  enmi- 
ties and  to  provoke  hostilities  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  Americans,  cannot  but  excite  ani- 
mosities fkr  more  formidable  between  the  British 
and  American  nations.'  If  persevered  in,  it  must 
eventually  prove  most  pernicious  and  fatal  to  the 
Indians  themselves.  The  occasion  will  justify 
the  expression  of  the  hope  that  orders  and  in- 
structions will  be  issued  to  the  local  authorities 
of  the  British  colonies  iu  North  America,  which 
will  leave  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  those  in- 
vested with  them  that  the  real  intention  of  Great 
Britain  towatds  the  United  States  is  peace. 

No.  14. 

Oenpral  Jaekean  4o  the  Governor  of  Psnsacela. 

HfiADa'ae  Division  of  thg  South, 
WasMnffton,  M.  T.,  AprU  23, 1816. 

Sir:  I  am  charged  by  my  Government  to  make 
known  to  you  that  a  negro  fort,  erected  during 
our  late  war  with  Great  JBritain,  at  or  near  the 
junction  of  the  Chatahoochee  and  Flint  rivers, 
has  been  strengthened  since  that  period,  and  is 
now  occupied  by  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  negroes,  many  of  whom  have  been  enticed 
away  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  all  of  whom  are  weH 
clothed  and  disciplined.  Secret  practices  to  in- 
veigle negroes  from  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  as 
well  as  from  tbe  Cherokee  and  Cre^  natioaa  of 
Indians,  are  still  continued  by  this  baaditci  and 
the  hostile  Creeks. 
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This  is  a  state  of  Uings  which  cannot  fail  to 
produce  much  injury  to  the  neighboring  settle- 
ments, and  excite  irritations  which  etentuatly 
may  endanger  the  Ma^e  of  the  nation,  and  inter- 
rupt that  good  onderstandittg  wbiek  to  happily 
esi»ts  between  oor  QoveroiDeots. 

The  principles  of  good  faith,  which  ahraye 
insure  good  neighborhood  between  nations,  re- 
quire the  Immediate  and  prompt  inlerference  of 
tke  Spanish  authority  ta  oesiroy  or  remotre  from 
our  frontier  this  banditti,  put  an  end  to  an  evil 
of  60  serious  a  nature,  and  return  to  our  citizens 
aod  friendiy  Indians  inhabiting  our  territory  thoia 
negroes  now  in  said  fort,  and  which  have  been 
atolen  and  esiieed  ftom  them.  1  cannot  permit 
myself  to  indulge  a  belief  that  the  Qorernor  of 
PoBsacoia,  or  the  military  comaaander  at  that 
piaee,  will  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving  orders 
far  this  banditti  to  be  dispersed,  and  the  pro- 
periy  of  the  citisens  of  the  United  Btatce  forth- 
with restored  to  them  and  oar  friendly  Indians ; 
particularly  when  I  reflect  that  the  oondoet  of 
tluB  banditti  is  such  as  will  not  be  tolerated  by 
oar  Gtorernment,  and,  if  not  put  down  bj  Span- 
ish authority,  will  compel  fi»,  in  selMensace,  to 
destroy  them.  .  This  communrcation  is  intrusted 
to  Captain  Amelaag,  of  the  first  regiment  cf  the 
Ifoiced  States  iofiutry,  who  is  Charged  to  bring 
book  such  answer  as  yon  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  this  letter.  In  your  answer  you  will  be  pleased 
to  Btate  whether  that  fort  has  been  boilr  by  the 
Qorarnmeat  df  Sj^in,  and  whether  those  ne- 
groea  who  garrison  it  are  considered  as  the  sub- 
Trets  of  His  CachoUe  Majesty,  aad,  if  not  by 
Hia  Catholic  Majesty,  by  whom,  and  nnder 
whose  orders,  it  has  beea  erected. 

ANDRBW  lACSSON, 
Maj9r  Q0t.  Qm'g  Dw.oftke  Bmttk. 

To  the  GovERRon  of  PenBocoia, 

Or  MUHary  Com.  of  that  place. 

A  true  copy : 

ISAAC  L.  BAKERj  Aid-de^emmp. 


No.  15. 
Owemor  Zuniga  to  Generai  Jaikson. 

Morr  BxoBLLBirr  Sia :  On  the  94th  of  the 
present  month.  Captain  Ameluag,  of  the  Ist 
United  States  r^ment^  pnt  into  my  hands  your 
oaBeellency's  letter,  dated  at  Washington,  Musis* 
aappi  Territory,  on  the  23d  of  April  last,  in 
which,  afler  apprising  me  that  your  Qovera* 
meat  had  sivea  it  in  charge  to  yon  tor  inform  me 
that  the  fort  of  the  negroes,  erected  duetag  the 
late  war  with  Great  Briuin,  near  the  junetioa  of 
the  Chatahooehee  and  Flint  rirers,  had  been  re- 
infbreed,  and  was  now  occupied  by  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  maajr  of  whom 
were  seduced  from  the  serriee  of  their  maeters. 
(who  are  cttiaena  of  the  United  States,)  and 
that  all  of  them  are  well  armed,  prorisioned, 
and  disciplined,  yon  make  many  wise  reflectieoa 
with  vespect  4o'  the  serious  injuries  which  asay 
forolt  from  tolerating  such  an  establishment,  not 
euiy  to  those  in  the  imoMdiate  neighboehuod  of 


iL  by  dtsturhiag  the  peace  of  the  nation,  hot 
likewise  to  the  good  nqdetstandtng  whioh  hap« 
pily  exists  between  our  respectire  Governments^ 
you  enter  into  an  investigation  to  show  what  the 
Spanish  authorities  ought  to  do  to  put  an  end  to 
an  evil  of  so  serious  a  nature,  in  the  mode  pre^ 
srribed  by  those  principles  of  good  Aith  which 
are  the  foundation  of  friendly  neighborhood 
among  nations;  vou  distinctly  state  what  this 
Gbverament  ought  immediately  to  do,  in  fail- 
nre  of  which  your  Government  will  be  obliged 
to  do  It,  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Stales;  and  yon  conclude  by  re- 
qoeatiag  me  to  state,  in  my  answer  to  your  let- 
ter, whether  the  saia  fort  has  been  constraeied 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  whether  th^ 
negroes  who  compose  its  garrison  are  deemed 
subjeets  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  if  the  fort 
was  not  built  by  Spani^  authority,  to  state  by 
what  authority,  and  by  whose  order,  it  was 
built. 

In  answer  to  your  excellency,  I  will  state,  with 
the  veracity  which  comports  with  th^  character 
of  an  honorable  officer^  in  which  class  I  rank 
myself  that,  having  arrtved  at  this  place  nearly 
at  the  close  of  the  month  of  Marcn  preceding, 
and  beinc  informed. of  what  your  axcelleney  has 
communicated  to  me,. (with  this  difference,  that 
the  fort,  instead  of  being  where,  you  place  it.  it 
to  be  found  on  the  eastern  baak  of  the  Appala- 
chicola,  at  about  fifteen  miles  from  its  mouth  ot 
entrance  into  the  sea,)  I  lost  no  time  in  propos- 
ing to  my  Captain  General  the  measures  which 
appeared  to  me  proper,  as  well  for  secarmg 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coantryundar  my  command 
from  the  damages,  losses,  and  iajdrfies  which 
they  have  soffsred,  and  still  suffer;  from  this  es- 
tablishment, as  to  prevent  the  American  citisens 
aad  the  friendly  Indians  of  the  neighborhood 
from  continuing  to  experience  them.  V  have 
hitherto  receivra  no  answer,  and  consequently 
your  excellency  (who  knows  how  limited  are 
the  powers  of  a  subordinate  ofl^eer)  cannot  be 
surprised  that  1  should  make  known  to  you  that| 
although  my  mode  of  thinking  exactly  corree* 
ponds  with  yours  as  to  dislodging  the  negroes 
from  the  fort,  the  occupying  it  with  Spanish 
troops,  or  destroying  it,  and  deliTcring  the  ne* 
gtoee  who  may  be  collected  to  their  lawful  own* 
ees)  I  shall  not  be  able  to  act  until  I  receive  the 
orders  of  my  Captain  Qenerel,  and  the  assist^ 
ance  necessary  to  enable  me  to  undertake  the 
enterprise  with  a  moral  eeruinty  of  accomplish^ 
iag  the  end.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  deletmiaa* 
tion  of  the  said  chief  oannot  be  Idag  delayed; 
and,  should  it  authorize  me  to  act,  your  excel* 
Icocv  may  rest  assured  aad  persuaded  that  I  will 
not  lose  an  instaat  in  adopting,  on  my  part,  the 
most  efficacieos  measures  for  cutting  up  by  the 
root  an  evil  which  is  felt  to  the  foil  extent  stated 
in  your  letter  bj  the  iohabiiaats  of  this  province^ 
who  are  the  subjects  of  my  Sovereign,  aad  whose 
prosperity  and  tranquillity  it  ie  my  duty  to  pre- 
serve ana  protecu 

With  this  explanatioo,  your  before-named  let- 
ter may  be  considcted  as  fully  answered,  as  it 


I»71 


APPENDIX. 


1972 


Melatiom  wUk  Spaiiu 


girts  me  pleatare  to  nnderttand  that,  tbiftking  as 
your  exeelicQejr  thinks  with  respect  to  the  neces- 
sity of  destroy  iDg  the  negroes,  the  fort  at  Appa* 
lachicola  occupied  by  them  was  not  constructed 
by  orders  of  the  Spanuh  Gorernmeot;  and  that 
the  negroes,  although  in  part  belonging  to  inhab- 
itants of  this  province,  and  as  rational  beings, 
may  be  the  subjects  of  the  King,  my  oMster,  are 
deemed  by  me  insurgents  or  rebels  against  the 
authority,  not  only  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  but 
also  of  the  proprietors  from  whose  service  they 
have  withdrawn  themselves;  some  seduced  by 
the  English  Colonel  Nicholls,  Major  Woodbine, 
and  their  agents,  and  others  from  their  inclina- 
tion to  run  off.  But  as  your  excellency  mani- 
fests a  particular  desire  that,  in  case  the  fort  was 
not  erected  by  Spanish  authority,  I  should  state 
by  what  authority  and  by  whose  orders  it  was 
erected,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying  your 
curiosity,  by  informing  you  that  1  have  under* 
stood,  ever  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the 
said  fort,  and  another  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Chatahoochee  and  Flint  rivers  (which  it  appears 
no  longer  exists,}  were  built  by  the  order  of  the 
before-named  Colonel  Nicholls.  I  will  not  as- 
sure you  that  he  did  it  under  authority  from  his 
Government ;  but  I  can  say  that  he  proceeded  to 
place  artillery,  munitions^  and  provisions  in  it, 
oy  the  arrangement  of  Vice  Admiral  Malcolm  $ 
and  that  when  Colonel  Nicholls  and  the  troops  of 
his  detachment,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  expe- 
dition against  Louisiana,  withdrew  from  that 
point,  he  left  orders  with  tne  negroes,  totally  con- 
trary to  the  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty 
whiich  the  King,  my  master,  exercises  from  the 
line  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to 
the  South.  My  predecessors  in  this  Government 
have  given  an  account  of  ail  these  actions  to  the 
authorities  on  whom  they  depended,  that  the  satp 
isfaction  which  the  violation  required  might  he 
demanded  by  those  on  whom  this  duty  devolves. 
I  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency's  letter 
satisfactorily,  and  in  terms  which  cannot  leave  a 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions  in  faror 
of  the  common  cause  of  the  American  and  Span- 
ish inhabitants;  and  that  my  present  inaction 
does  not  proceed  from  a  want  cf  inolioation.  I 
likewise  flatter  myself  that,  until  my  Captain 
General  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States^  or  bv  your 
excellency,  w;hich  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  King,  my  master,  or  the  district 
of  Appalachicola,  which  lb  a  dependency  of  this 
Governments  And,  finail]^,  I  conclude  by  assur- 
ing your  excellency  that  it  will  afford  me  par- 
ticular satisfaction  to  have  opportunities  of  evinc- 
ing mv  desire,  not  only  to  contribute,  so  far  as 
depenifs  on  me,  to  the  cementing  of  the  good  un- 
derstanding which  subsists  between  our  respect- 
ive Gk>veroments,  but  also  to  prove  to  your  excel- 
lency the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  virtues 
and  military  talents.  Gk>d  preserre  your  excel- 
lency many  years. 

MAURICIO  DE  ZUNIGA. 
Bzc'y  AMDanw  Jaoksom. 


No.  16. 
Rtpcrt  of  Obtain  Amekmg  io  Gentral  Jaekion, 

Naw  OaLBAMB,  June  4, 1816. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  received  on 
the  6th  of  May  last,  I  proceeded  the  next  day 
for  Pensacola;  bui  owing   to   adverse  winds, 

i having  to  wait  twelve  days  at  the  bay  of  Si* 
loois,)  I  only  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  24th 
May.  I  was  received  and  treated  with  great 
attention  by  the  Governor  and  his  officers,  and, 
after  receiving  his  answer  to  your  letter,  I  left 
there  on  the  37th,  and  arrived  here  on  the  M 
instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  an- 
swer of  the  Governor,  which^  I  think,  embraoea 
all  the  points  touched  upon  in  your  letter;  and 
also  taxe  the  liberty  to  subjoin  a  translation 
thereolf  as  it  might  happen  that  no  person  ia 
near  you  understanding  the  Spanish  language. 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  Governor  asseru 
the  truth  m  his  communication ;  and  am  con* 
vinced  that  the  inhabitants  of  Pensacola  hare 
suffered,  and  do  now  suffer,  more  than  our  citi- 
zens, from  the  existenee^of  the  fort  and  its  gar- 
rison. 

I  also  take  the  liberiv  of  communicating  such 
intelligence  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
good  authority,  and  which  might  perhaps  be  of 
some  use. 

The  fort  in  question  is  situated  at  Bonaviata, 
on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Appalachicola  river. 
15  miles  above  its  mouth,  and  180  miles  eastol 
Pensacola.  The  river  discbarges  itself  into  St* 
George's  Sound,  and  vessels  drawing  not  more 
than  ten  feet  water  may  come  in  between  St. 
George's  and  St.  Vincent's  islands;  the  bar, 
however,  is  dangerous,  and  requires  skilful  pilots* 

The  tort  was  constructed  bir  Nicholls  and 
Woodbine,  and  the  British  occasionally  resorted 
thither;  but,  on  their  final  evacuation  of  this 
country,  left  it  in  the  possession  of  a  garrison 
composed  of  negroes  and  Indians,  wich  four 
pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  10,000  pounds  of 
powder,  &c.  About  twenty  Choctaws,  a  num- 
ber of  Semiooles,  and  a  great  number  of  runa- 
way negroes  are  supposed  to  have  been  there 
some  time  ago,  but  a  great  part  of  these  brigands 
have  abandoned  the  fort  on  account  of  scarcity 
of  provisions,  and  haire  gone  to  Savannah  {aUtU 
St.  Joseph's)  river,  in  East  Florida,  whither  they 
will,  no  doubt,  all  retire,  in  case  ot  an  attack  by 
lana,  as  they  have  a  senooner  and  several  large 
boats  to  make  good  their  retreat  by  sea,  if  not 
interrupted. 

From  this  spot  they  can  easily  annoy  our  setF 
tiements  on  Flint  river,  and  the  whole  Georgia 
frontier,  and  are  ia  a  country  where  they  can 
procure  subsistence  with  facility. 

Pensacola  itself  is,  I  can  assure  you,  entirely 
defenceless.  The  garrison  consists  of  from  80  to 
100  effective  men,  exclusive  of  a  battalion  of  col* 
ored  troops,  say  about  150  men,  of  whom  the  in-* 
habitants  themselves  stand  in  constant  dread. 
They  have  about  150  serviceable  muskets,  about 
500  muaket  cartridges,  and  not  enough  guupow^ 
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d«r  to  fir«  «  Mlate;  ooe  gun  wis  inoQntiD|^  at 
Btoancas  on  the  day  I  )«ft  than.  To  this  is  lo 
be  added  the  disaatiifaetioD  of  the  inhabitantB, 
and  evett  of  a  number  of  the  officers  of  Qovem- 
aaent,  and  the  desire  of  a  majority  to  see  a  change 
effected.  I  must  not  forget  to  present  to  yoo,  on 
the  part  of  the  Goremor,  the  thanks  of  the  in'> 
habttanu  of  Pensaeola  for  the  exemplary  and  ha* 
mane  eondact  of  the  army  under  yonr  command 
at  Pensacok,  and  I  verily  belicYe  their  profes- 
sions 10  be  sincere. 

The  QoTemor  also,  on  my  mentioning  in  con- 
versation that  I  was  persuaded  you  would  will- 
ingly assist  in  destroying  the  fort,  said,  if  the  ob- 
ject was  of  sufficient  importance  to  reouire  the 
presence  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  he  would  be  proud 
to  be  commanded  by  you ;  and  that,  if  the  Ca]h 
tain  Qeneral  of  Cuba  could  not  furnish  him  with 
the  necessary  means,  he  might  perhaps  apply  to 
you  for  asaistance. 

Havlnff  nothing  further  to  add,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VBRO  Z.  AMELUNG, 

A  true  copy :  Captain  \9t  InfatUry', 

JAMES  T.  DENT, 
Jvdge  Advocate^  Diwion  of  the  South. 

No.  17. 

General  Jackson  to  the  Seeretary  ^f  Wbr. 

HnADa'aa,  Division  of  tbb  South, 

NashviUe,  Jnm  15, 1816. 

Sib:  I  have  this  moment  received  the  answer 
of  the  commanding  officer  and  Governor  of  Pea- 
sacola  to  mine  of  the  23d  of  April,  which  I  hasten 
to  forward  for  your  information,  as  well  as  the 
copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Amdunfe,  of  the 
1st  iafiantry,  who  was  the  lyarer  of  my  letter.  I 
send  yoQ  the  original,  retaining  a  copy  in  English 
forwarded  to  me  by  Captain  Amelung. 

The  answer  bears  the  marks  of  candor  and 
breathes  the  spirit  of  friendship}  and  as  those 
marauders  on  our  frontier  are  aclciiowLedged  offi- 
cially as  rebels  against  the  Government  of  Spain, 
there  can  be  oo%ar  of  disturbing  the  good  nn- 
deratanding  toat  exists  between  us  and  Spain,  by 
destroying  the  negro  fort,  and  restoring  to  the 
owners  the  negroes  that  may  he  captured. 

The  4th  and  7th  in&ntry  will  be  sufficient  to 
destroy  it.  A  few  troops  from  the  Ist  infantry, 
with  a  small  naval  forcCf  will  prevent  their  es- 
cape, and  capture  those  vessels  named  by  Captain 
Amelung  in  his  re|K>rt.  I  shall  await  your  order 
on  this  subject,  which  shall  be  promptly  obeyed 
and  executed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  dtc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Mijin' Oen.tCom?gJ}iv,oftheJ3ouih. 

Hon.  Wm«  u.  CsAwvoBUi 

Secr^ary  tg  War. 

No.  18  a. 

Otmeral  Gauui  to  the  SeereUary  of  War.  ■ 

Camp  nbab  Fobt  Jaokbon, 

Apnl  30,  181d. 

Sib:  I  have  just  now  received  a  letter  from 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch,  dated  near  the  mouth 
of  Summochicboba,  the  26ih  instant,  enclosing  a 
communication  from  the  Little  Prince,  a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith. 

This  chief  is  on  a  tour  down  the  river  to  visit 
the  Seminole  chiefs  near  the  Appalachicola. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  visit  was  to  adopt 
measures  to  take  the  negro  fort ;  and  as  Colonel 
Hawkins  had  confidence  in  the  promises  of  the 
Indians  to  effect  this  object,*!  sanctioned  a  requi- 
sition for  supplying  them  with  three  hundred 
bushels  of  corn,  to  serve  as  rations.  That  I  have 
little  faith  in  their  promises,  I  will  not  deny ; 
but  it  seemed  to  me  proper  to  encourage  them  in 
the  prosecution  of  a  measure  which  I  felt  per- 
suaded would,  if  successful,  be  attended  with 
great  benefit  to  our  southern  frontier  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  the  lodiaos  themselves. 
I  hfive  the  honor  to  be,  4m;. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  CrawfobO} 

Secretary  of  War, 

No.  18  6. 


TM  frotm  the  lAUk  Frmee,  Tuetenag^ee  Ibpoyj  to 
the  Comnumier  of  the  United  Statee  forue  m  Me 
Indietn  nation. 

Sib:  Jackson  and  Hawkins  spoke  to  us^ad 
told  us  we  were  their  children.  At  theTus- 
keegee  meeting  you  told  us  you  woqld  have  the 
land  as  far  down  as  the  Summochicboba ;  but 
we  chiefs  did  not  aeree  to  it.  You  did  not  tell 
us  then  you  would  build  forts  along  the  riTer 
bank  down  to  the  fork;  but  we  heard,  since,  yon 
issued  orders  to  that  effect.  We  do  not  thinJc  it 
friendly  for  one  friend  to  take  anything  from 
another  forcibly.  The  Commander  and  Haw*- 
kins  did  not  tell  us  anvthing  about  building  of 
these  forts.  Did  you  know  these  things,  and 
keep  them  hidden  from  me  ?  We  told  our  friend 
Hawkins  we  would  hold  a  meeting  at  this  place 
on  our  way  down.  We  were  [toTdJ  at  the  fort 
at  Summochicboba,  built  by  the  commanding 
officer,  that  he  had  orders  to  build  three  forts. 
Our  friend  Hawkins  told  us  to  go  down  to  the 
fort  of  the  blacks,  and  take  them  out  of  it,  and 
give  them  to  their  masters;  which  we  are  at 
this  present,  when  we  have  heard  of  Jackson's 
orders  about  building  these  forts.  We  hear  of 
your  meeting  at  Tuskeegee.  We  hope  you  will 
detain  the  forcek  at  the  places  they  are  at  at 
present,  and  wait  on  the  Indians,  as  I  am  sure 
they  will  be  able  to  settle  everything;  but  all 
the  chiefs  are  not  yet  met.  You  know  that  we 
are  slow  in  our  movements.  I  spoke  to  the  corn* 
manding  officer  at  Summochicboba.  He  will 
read  this,  and  write  it  off  on  a  clean  sheet,  and 
send  it  on  to  the  Commander-in-chief  and  Colo- 
nel Hawkins.  I  beg  you  will  send  me  back  aa 
answer,  and  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  a  little  ink,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  write  you  a|fain,  if  it 
should  be  necessary.    I  remain  your  friend, 

TUSTENNUGGEE  HOPOY. 

A  true  copy :  ROB.  R.  RUFFIN, 

Lient.  AriiUeryj  Aid^do-camp. 
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WritteB  a«  apokeo,  l»y  WillUn  Hftmbiyi  86lk 
April,  1816. 

W.  £L  PENDLETON. 

No.  19. 

QtniMU  Gmnu  i9  Cohnd  CUndu 

Hbado'ri,  Fort  Montoombrt.   ' 
MiBtiuippi  TnriUny,  May  29, 1816. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  ap  to  the  9tb  instant  hare 
been  receiTed.  Th^  British  agent,  Hambly,  and 
the  Little  Prince  and  others,  are  acting  a  part 
which  I  have  been  at  a  loss  tor  some  time  past  to 
understand.  Are  thef  not  endearoring  to  amuse 
and  divert  us  from  our  main  object?  ^h'eir 
tricks,  if  they  be  so,  have  assumed  a  serious  as- 
pect; and  may  lead  lo  their  destruction;  but  we 
nave  little  to  apprehend  from  them.  They  must 
be  watched  with  an  eve  of  vigilance.  The  post 
near  the  junction  of  ine  rivers,  to  which  I  called 
your  attention  in  the  last  month,  must  be  estab- 
lished speedily,  eien  if  we  have  to  fight  our  way 
to  it  through  the  ranks  of  the  whole  nation. 

The  surveyors  have  commenced  laying  off  the 
land  to  be  sold  and  settled,  and  they  must  be  pro- 
tected. The  foioe  of  the  whob  aation  naanot 
•rreet  your  movemeai  down  the  river  on  board 
the  boats,  if  secured  up  the  sides  with  two*iach 
plank,  and  covered  over  with  clapboards ;  nor 
conid  all  tlie  nation  prevent  your  landing  and 
constructing  a  stockade  work,  sufficient  to  secuce 
you,  unless  they  should  previously  know  the  spot 
at  which  you  intended  to  land,  and  had  actually 
assembled  at  that  place  previous  to  or  within  four 
hours  of  your  landing;  but  your  force  ia  not  suf- 
flcieni  to  warrant  your  march  to  the  different  vil- 
lages, as  suggested,  bv  laad.  The  whole  of  your 
force  (except  about  forty  men,  or  one  company, 
for  the  defence  of  Fort  Qaines). should  be  kept 
near  your  boats  and  stipplies  until  the  new  poet 
ahali  DC  established.  You  may  then  strike  at  any 
hostile  party  near  you,  with  all  your  disposable 
ibrce ;  but  even  then  you  should  not  go  more  than 
^na  or  two  day's  march  from  your  fort. 

If  your  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammuaition 
have  reached  you,  let  your  detachment  move  m 
directed  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  last  month. 
You  can  venture  to  move  with  twenty^five  days' 
lutioasj.but  you  ihould  order  a  supply  to  the 
agency,  or  Fort  Qaines,  where  a  boat  should  be 
built,  and  held  in  readiness  to  send  down,  in 
«ase  any  accident  should  preveAt  or  delay  the 
^rrival  of  a  supply  which  I  have  ordered  from 
Mew  Orleans^ 

I  enclose  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  containing 
an  arrangement  for  the  supply  by  water,  and  have 
to  direa  that  you"^  will  provide  a  boat,  and  de- 
#patob  it  with  an  officer  and  fifty  men  to  meet 
tne  vessels  from  New  Orleans,  as  soon  as  you  are 
advised  of  their  being  on  the  river.  One  of  your 
large  boats  will  answer  the  purpose,  provided  ypu 
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*  Thirty  thousand  ratioas  hare  been  ordered  from 
New  OrlMOs  up  ths  Appdachicola,  and  Commodore 
PattflsponaegoestAd  to  and  a  conyoy  of  one  or  two 


have  no  hacge.or  ketl-boat.  8hoaU  the  bonai 
meet  with  opposition  at  what  is  oalled  the  N^|ao 
fort,  arrangements  will  tmmediatdy  be  nade  fiar 
its  deetruetion;  and  for  that  purpose  yon  will  ha 
supplied  with  two  eigiueaen-poiuiders  and  oat 
howitzer,  with  fixed  ammunition,  and  implamflote 
complete,  to  be  aeni  in  a  veaael  te  aeeompaar  the 
provisions.  I  haTe,  likewise,  ordered  firty  tnoiir 
aand  musket  cartridges,  some  riAea,  aworda  ice 
Should  you  be  eompelled  ro  go  against  the  Negro 
fori,  vou  will  land  at  a  convenient  point  above  it, 
and  force  a  eomnuaioation  with  the  eoBMnmid- 
ing  officer  of  the  Teasels  below,  and  arrange  with 
him  your  plan  of  attack.  Upon  tiiis  siBbjeet  yen 
shall  hear  from  me  again,  as  soon  as  I  am  netined 
of  the  time  at  which  the  veaaeb  will  sail  fivea 
New  Orleans. 

With  great  rnpeet  and  esteeaa,  dbo. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Mafar  CktiaxU  cmn?f* 

Lt.  Col.  D.  L.  Glihos, 

or  Officer  tiomfg  on  the  CSbotahoocfteo. 

A  true  copy : 

HOB.  R.  RUFFIN, 

No.  20. 
Omeral  Gamei  to  Commodore  PaHermm. 
FonT  MoNTOoxiRT,  Aftif  29|  1816. 

Stn:  By  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Clinch,  commanding  a  battalion 
dT  the  4th  re§[meBt  of  iofiuicry  on  the  Ohatahoo- 
ehee,  I  learn  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
month,  a  party  oi  ladians  surprised  and  took  from 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  eamp  two  privates 
aeat  out  to  guard  a  drove  of  beef  oattlepurohaeed 
for  the  subsistence  fC  the  iroone.  The  eattk, 
amonnting  to  thirty  head,  were  tuao  uken.  The 
Indians  were  pursued  forty-five  aailee,  on  a  path 
leading  to  St.  Mark^,  but,  beiaff  mounted)  and 
having  travelled  all  night,  eacaped  with  their  pria* 
oaera  and  booty. 

This  outrage,  preceded  by  the  murder  of  two 
of  ooreitiiens,  Johnson  and  MoGaskey,  by  ia- 
dians  below  the  lines,  and  followed  by  eertaia 
iadicationa  of  general  hostUiqr,  such  as  the  war 
dance^  and  drinking  mar  fhyko^  leaves  no  doubt 
that  we  shall  be  compelled  lo  destroy  the  hos- 
tile towns. 

The  detached  situation  of  the  post  which  I 
have  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinoh  to  es- 
tablish near  the  Appalachieok  will  eapoee  ue  to 
great  inoonvenienee  and  haiard  in  obcaftaing  enp- 
plies  by  land,  particularly  in  the  event  of  war,  ae 
the  road  will  be  bad,  aad  the  diatanee  from  the 
settlement  of  Georgia  near  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

Having  advised  with  the  Comma nder-in*Chief 
of  the  divisioB  upon  ibae  subject,  I  have  deter* 
mined  upon  an  experiment  by  water,  and  for  this 
purpose  nave  to  request  vour  co*operation;  should 
you  feel  authorised  to  detach  a  small  gun-vessel 
or  two  at  a  ooDaoy  to  the  boats  charged  with  oar 
supplies  up  the  Appalachicola,  I  am  persuaded 
thai,  in  doing  sp^  you  will  aontci^iMe  v^w/k  to 
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tke  benefit  of  the  service,  and  accommodation  df 
my  immediate  command  in  this  quarter,  "the 
transports  will  be  nnder  the  direction  of  the  offi- 
cer of  the  gun-vessel,  and  the  whole  should  be 
provided  against  an  attack  by  small  arms  from 
shore.  To  guard  against  accidentSj  I  will  direct 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch  to  have  in  readiness 
a  boat  sufficient  to  carry  fifty  men,  to  meet  the 
vessels  on  the  river  and  assist  them  up. 

Should  you  find  it  convenient  to  send  a  con- 
toy,  r  will  thank  yon  to  inform  me  of  the  date  of 
its  departure,  and  the  time  which,  in  your  judg« 
ttent,  it  will  take  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the 
fiver,  fApmdaehicola.} 

Bnclosed  you  will  receive  the  best  account  I 
can  give  you,  from  the  information  I  have  re- 
ceived of  the  negro  fort  upon  the  Appalachicola. 
Shonld  we  meet  with  opposition  from  that  fbrt, 
it  shall  be  destroyed:  and,  for  this  purpose,  the 
eomikiandinff  officer  above  will  be  ordered  to  pre- 
pare ail  his  disposable  force  to  meet  the  boats  at 
or  just  below  the  fort,  and  he  will  confer  with 
the  eommanding  officer  of  the  gun-vessels  upon 
the  phtn  of  attack. 

I  am,  with  great  consideration  and  esteem, 
rt^r  oMdieni  servant, 

BDMUND  p.  QAINBS, 
Mapr  General  tnf  breoet. 

Com.  D.  T.  PATTEBflON, 

U.  S.  N6tvy,  New  Orieans  BtaHcm. 

No.31. 
CummoSpH  Puttimm  to  IdmUenant  C^mmtmdami 

Naw  Orlcahb,  June  19,  ISM. 

Sir  :  fhe  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major 
Gknerial  Giaines,  commanding  the  United  States 
military  forces  in  the  Creek  nation,  fully  informs 
yon  of  his  situation,  and  his  expectation  of  im- 
mediate commencement  of  hostilities  on  the  part 
of  those  Indians. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  contained 
in  that  letter,  I  have  promised  the  convoy  there- 
in requested ;  you  will  therefore  take  under  your 
command  gun-boat  No.  149^  aai!,  with  that  letter 
for  your  guide,  convoy  the  transports  with  ord- 
nance, provisions,  dbc.,  up  the  Appalachipola  and 
Chatahoochee,  to  such  point  or  points  as  may  be 
required,  if  practicable.  Shonld  you  meet  with 
opposition  from  the  ne|ro  fort>  situated,  as  stated 
in  the  letter,  on  the  former  river,  the  military 
cooimandiog  officer  will  have  orders  to  destroy 
it,  in  which  you  will  eo-operate ;  the  plan  of  at- 
tack to  be  concerted  between  yourself  and  him : 
the  transports  will  be  nnder  your  direction  en- 
tirely. 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  between  the  Indians 
and  the  United  States,  yon  will,  if  practicable, 
afibr4  any  aid  with  your  vessels  in  your,  power 
to  the  army.  Remain  in  that  river,  and  co-oper- 
ate with  thei^  until  it  shall  be  necessary  to  re- 
turn here  for  provisions  ;  but,  if  you  cannot  aid 
them  in  their  operations,  yon  will  then  return 
immediately,  bringing  with  you  the  transports. 

The  transports  will  rendezvous  at  the  Pass 


Christian,  and  consist  of  the  follo\;(ring  vessels : 
schooner  Semilante,  laden  with  ordnance;  schoon* 
er  Qeneral  Pike,  laden  with  provisipns. 

By  late  information,  the  negro  fort  mounts 
only  six  pieces  of  cannon,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred men  in  and  about  it  planting  corn,  and  I 
apprehend  no  opposition  from  them  whatever ; 
in  the  event  of  your  remaining  to  act  with  the 
army,  you  will  communicate  with  me  by  mail 
thrbuffh  General  Gaines.  Should  the  boat,  men- 
tioned in  General  Gaines's  letter,  not  meet  you 
prior  to  your  arrival  at  or  near  the  negro  fort,  and 
you  have  cause  to  expect  opposition,  you  will 
wait  her  arrival  before  you  attempt  to  pass  iu 

Very  respectf\illy,  dbc, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

Lieut.  Com.  Charles  B.  CraWlet, 

U,  S.  citUer  Fut. 

«No.SS. 
Commedloftf  F^itereon  to  J»  Loomii* 

New  Orukahb,  Jm§  19,  ISId. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  despatch  for  Lieutenant 
Commandant  Crawlev  is  rransmitted  under  cover 
to  you,  lest  he  mignt  not  arrire  at  the  Pask 
Christian  by  the  time  the  tranvporta  laden  with 
ordnance,  provisions,  dbc.,  mentioned  to  you  ver* 
baHy  when  here,  shall  arrive,  and  be  ready  ta 
proceed  to  their  place  of  dentination ;  in  which 
case,  you  will  consider  them  as  addressed  to  you, 
and  .act  accordingly ;  fn  that  event,  von  will  take 
under  your  command  gunboat  No.  IM,  toother 
with  Che  transports,  and  proceed  in  execution  of 
these  instructions. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duties  therein'pointeA 
out,  it  will  be  necessarv  to  aet  with  vigor  and 
judg[ttent;  and  you  will  refVain  from  any  act  of 
hostililies  against  the  Spanish  force,  or  violatioft 
of  their  rights  and  laws.  You  will  make  no 
delay  in  your  departure  from  the  Pass  Christiani 
after  the  arrival  there  of  No.  \5i  and  the  trant^ 
ports. "  Very  respectfully,  Ac. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

Sailingmaster  Jlikxjs  Looms, 

Com^g  U.  S.  gunboat  No.  149. 

No.  ^. 
X  LoomUio  Commodore  PoMtnon, 

Uiirr^  SVAraa  ooM-VBnsiL,  N*«  14(^ 
mtySfkLotno,  JHuguet  13, 1816. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  your  orders  of  the 
24th  of  June,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that^ 
with  this  vessel  and  No.  154,  Saitingmaster  Jamee 
Bassett.  I  took  under  convoy  the  schooners  Qen- 
eral PiKe  a&d  Semilante,  laden  with  provisions 
and  military  stores,  and  proceeded  for  Appalachi* 
cola  river;  off  the  mouth  of  which  we  arrived  on 
the  10th  July.  At  this  pfaee  I  received  despaichea 
from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch,  commaading 
the  fourth  regiment  United  States  infantry,  on 
the  Cbatahoochee  river,  borne  by  an  Indian,  re- 
questing me  to  remain  off  the  mouth  of  the  river 
until  he  could  arrive  with  a  party  of  men  to 
assist  in  getting  up  the  transports  \  desiring  me, 
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also,  to  detail  all  vesseU  aod  boats  that  might 
attempt  to  descend  the  river. 

On  the  15th,  I  discotrered  a  boat  pulling  out 
of  tbe  river,  and,  beiog  anxious  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther we  should  be  permitted  peaceably  to  pass 
the  fort  above  us,  I  despatched  a  boat  with  ^n 
officer  to  gain  the  necessary  information;  on 
Hearing  her,  she  fired  a  volley  of  musketry  into 
my  boat,  an^  immediately  pulled  in  for  the  river; 
I  immediately  opened  a  ore  on  them  from  the 
gun- vessels,  but  with  no  effect. 

On  the  17th,  'a|  5  A.  M.  I  manned  and  armed  a 
boat  with  a  swivel  and  musketry  and  four  men, 
and  gave  her  in  charge  of  Midshipman  Lufibor* 
ough,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  fresh  water, 
having  run  short  of  that  article.  At  11  A.  M 
Sailingmaster  Bassett,  who  had  been  on  a  simi- 
lar expedition,  came  alongside  with  the  body  of 
John  Burgess,  ordinary  seaman,  who*  had  been 
sent  in  the  boat  with  Midshipman  Luffborough ; 
his  body  was  found  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
shot  through  the  heart.  At  4  P.  M.  diaaovered 
a  mttQ  at  the  month  of  4he  river  on  a  sand  bar. 
aent  a  boat  and  broaght  him  on  board;  he  proved 
to  be  John  Lopaz,  ordinary  seaman,  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  boat's  crew  sent  with  Midshipman 
Luffborough.  He  reports  that,  on  enteuog  the 
river,  they  discovered  a  negro  on  'the  beach  near 
a  plantation ;  that  Mr.  Luffborough  ordered  the 
boat  to  be  pulled  directly  for  him ;  that  on  touch- 
ing  the  shore  he  apoke  to  the  negro,  and  directly 
received  a  Tolley  of  musketry  from  two  divisions 
of  negroes  and  Indians,  who  lay  concealed  in  the 
bashes  on  the  margin  of  the  river;  Mr.  Lbffbor- 
ouffh,  Robert  MaitJand,  and  John  Burgess  were 
killed  on  the  spot ;  Lopas  made .  his  escape  by 
swimming,  and  states  tnat  he  saw  the  other  sea- 
man, Edward  Daniels,  made  prisoner.  Lopaz 
supposed  there  aiust  have  been  fortv.  negroes  and 
Indians  concerned  in  the  capture  of  the  boat. 

On  the  20lh  of  July,  I  received,  by  a  canoe  with 
five  Indians,  despatchea  from  Colonel  Clinch^ 
advising  that  he  had  arrived  with  a  party  of 
troops  and  Indiana  at  a  position  about  a  mile 
above  the  negro  fort,  requesting  that  I  would 
ascend  the  river  and  join  him  with  the  gun- 
veuels. 

Be  farther  informed  me  that  hd  had  taken  a 
negro  bearing  the  scalp  ofone  of  my  unfortunate 
crew  to  one  of  the  anrrieodly  Indian  chiefs.  On 
the  22d,  there  was  a  heavy  canonading  in  the 
direotioaof  the  fort.  Oo  the  23d,  i  received  a 
verbal  mesaage.frqp  Colonel  Clinch,  by  a  white 
man  and  two  Indians,  who  suted  that  Colonel 
Clinch  wished  me  to  ascend  the  river  to  a  cer- 
tain bluff,  and  wait  there  until  I  saw  him.  Con- 
sidering that,  by  so  doing,  a  narrow  and  crooked 
river,  from  both  sides  of  which  my  decks  could 
be  commanded,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, without  enabling  me  to  act  in  my  own  de- 
fence, and  also  that  something  like  treachery 
might  be  on  foot,  from  the  nature  of  the  message. 
I  declined  acting,  retained  the  white  man  and 
one  of  the  Indians  as  hostasea,  and  despatched 
the  other,  with  my  reasons  tor  so  doing,  to  Col, 
Clinch,  stating  that  his  views  and  communica- 


tions to  me  in  Juture  must  be  made  in  writing, 
and  by  an  officer  of  the  army. 

Lieutenant  Wilson  and  thirteen  men  joined 
me  on  the  24ih,  to  assist  in  getting  up  with  the 
transports ;  he  likewise  informed  me  that  CoL 
Clinch  had  sent  the  canoe  the  day  before. 

On  the  25th,  I  arrived  with  the  convoy  at  Da* 
elling  blufi^  about  four  miles  below  the  fort,  where 
I  was  met  by  Colonel  Clinch  ;  he  informed  me 
that,  in  attempting  to  pass  within  gunshot  of  the 
fortifications,  oe  had  been  fired  upon  by  the  ne« 
ffroes,  and  that  he  had  also  been  fired  upon  for  the 
last  four  or  five  days,  whenever  any  of  his  troops 
appeared  in  view.  We  immediately  reconnoi- 
tred the  fort,  and  determined  on  a  site  to  erect  a 
small  battery  of  two  eighteen  pounders  to  assiat 
the  gun-vessels  to  force  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  as  it  was  evident  from  their  hostility  we 
should  be  obliged  t6  do. 

On  the  26ih  the  Colonel  began  to  clear  away 
the  brushwood  for  the  erection  of  the  battery; 
he,  however,  stated  to  me  that  he  was  not  ac- 
Quainted  with  artillery,  but  that  he  thought  the 
distance  was  too  great  to  do  execution.  On  this 
subject  we  unfortunately  differed  totally  in  opin* 
ion,  as  we  were  within  point-blank  rajige;  ^6, 
however,  ordered  his  men  to  desist  from  further 
operations ;  I  then  told  him  that  the  mn  vessela 
would  attempt  the  passage  of  the  lore  in  the 
morning,  without  his  aid.  At  4  a.  m..  on  tlie 
morning  of  the  27tb,  we  began  warping  tfie  gun 
vessels  to  a  proper  posiiioA ;  at  5,  getting  within 
gunshot,  the  fprt  opened  upod  us,  which  we  re- 
turned, and,  after  ascertaining  oar  real  diataeee 
with  cold  shot,  we  commenced  with  hot,  (having 
cleared  away  our  coppers  for  that  purpose,)  the 
first  one  of  which,  entering  their  magazine,  blew 
up  and  completely  destroyed  the  fort.  The  ne- 
groes fought  under  the  English  jack,  accompanied 
with  the  red  or  bloody  flag. 

This  was  a  regularly  constrncted  fortification, 
built  under  the  immeoiate  eye  and  direction  of 
Colonel  Nicholls,of  the  British  army ;  there  were 
mouDted  on  the  walls,  and  in  a  complete  state  of 
equipment  for  service,  four  long  twenty-four- 
pounder  candon  ;  four  long  six-pounder  cannon ; 
one  four-pounder  field-piece,  ana  a  &re  and  a  half 
inch  brass  howitzer,  with  three  hundred  negroes, 
men,  women,  and  children.and  about  twenty  In- 
dian warriors  of  the  renegade  Choctaws;  of  these, 
two  hundred  and  seventy  were  killed,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  rest  mortally  wounded,  bat 
three  escaped  unhurt;  among  the  prisoners  were 
the  two  chiefs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians.  On 
examining  the  prisoners,  they  stated  that  Edward 
Daniels,  ordinary  seaman,  who  was  made  pris- 
oner in  the  boat  on  the  17th  July,  was  tarred  and 
burnt  alive.  In  consequence  or  this  savage  act, 
both  the  chiefs  were  executed  on  the  spot  oy  the 
friendly  Indians. 

From  the  best  information  we  could  ascertain, 
there  were  2,500  stands  of  musketry,  with  accoo- 
Irements  complete;  500  carbines ;  500  steel  scab- 
bard swords;  4  cases,  containing  two  hundred 
pairs  pistols ;  300  quarter  casks  rifle  powder ;  763 
barrels  of  cannon  powder,  besides  a  large  quantity 
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of  mtlitat f  ajtores  and  elothiDg  tbmt  I  was  not 
able  to  collect  any  account  of,  owing  to  an  en* 
gagement  made  hj  Colonel  Clinch  with  the  In* 
dians,  in  which  he  promised  them  all  the  property 
captured,  except  the  canoon  and  shot. 

The  propertv  captured  on  the  27ch  Jnly,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  we  could  obtain, 
.  and  at  the  lowest  calculation,  could  not  hare 
been  less  than  $200,000  in  value;  the  remnant  of 
the  property,  that  the  Indians  did  not  take,  was 
transported  to  Fort  Crawford  and  to  this  pUce, 
an  inventory  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit for  your  further  information. 

On  sounding  the  river,  I  found  it  impassable 
for  vessels  drawing  more  than  four  and  a  half 
feet  water;  consequently,  Colonel  Clinch  took 
the  provisions  from  the  General  Pike  into  flats, 
and  ughtened  the  Bemiiante,  so  as  to  eaable  her 
to  ascend  the  river  as  high  as  Fort  Crawford* 
On  the  3d  August,  after  setting  fire  to  the  re* 
maining  parts  of  the  fort  and  village,  I  left  the 
river  and  arrived  at  this  anchorage  on  the  12th 
current. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  expressing  to 

Sou  my  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
ailingmaster  James  Bassett,  commanding  gun 
vessel  No.  154,  for  his  cooli  deliberate,  and  mas- 
terly conduct,  and  the  support  I  received  from 
him  in  all  cases  of  diffieultv  and  danger.  In  (act, 
sir,  every  man  and  officer  did  his  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  dbc. 

J.  LOOMIS. 

Commodore  Danibl  T.  PATTBRsoif, 

€kmCg  U.  S,  natal  forcety  N,  O,  tiaJtion, 

No.  24. 
CommodPort  Paitetton  to  the  iSecretory  of  the  Nemy 

New  Orleans,  August  15,  1815. 

Sir:  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  do  myself 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  re* 
port  of  operations  of  two  gi^n-vessels,  under  the 
command  of  Sailingmaster  Jairus  Loomis^  de- 
spatched at  the  request  of  Major  General  QaineS| 
commanding  the  United  States  army  in  the 
Creek  nation,  to  convoy  two  transports,  iaden 
with  ordnance  stores  and  provisions,  up  the 
rivers  Appalachicola  and  Chatahooche,  to  Fort 
Crawford,  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  as  also 
copies  of  the  Major  General's  letter  to  me,  and 
of  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Loomis. 

Yon  wib  perceive  bj  Mr.  Loomis's  statement 
that  the  unprovoked  and  wanton  aggression 
eomo^itted  by  a  party  of  negroes  on  bis  boats,  as 
also  their  hostile  disposition  and  conduct  to  the 
armv  and  the  gun-vessels,  and  their  approaching 
the  fort,  evinced  in  the  strongest  manner  their 
intention  to  dispute  his  passage  past  their  fort, 
and  rendered  it  necessarv  to  silence  their  fire 
and  capture  the  fort.  The  very  able  manner 
and  short  time  in  which  this  was  so  effectually 
accomplished,  with  a  force  so  very  inferior,  re* 
ftecis  the  greatest  credit  upon  Mr.  Loomis  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  the 
ninth  shot  and^si  Ao<  oiie  producing  the  expio-' 


sion;  and  unless  the  fort  had  surrendered  or 
been  destroyed,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  the  army  to  have  received  those  supplies,  of 
which  lYk^j  stood  so  much  in  need,  and' without 
which  their  operations  against  the  hostile  In- 
dians must  necessarily  have  been  materially  re- 
tarded, if  not  totally  suspended ;  and  it  was  from 
the  very  great  importance,  as  detailed  by  GJene- 
ral  Gaines,  that  those  stores  and  provisions  should 
reach  the  army  in  safety,  that  I  felt  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  me,  when  thus  called  upon,  to 
afford  the  requisite  convoy  for  their  protection. 

The  service  rendered  by  Hhe  destruction  of 
this  fort,  and  the  band  of  nej;roes  who  held  iL 
and  the  country  in  its  vicinity,  is  of  great  and 
manifest  importance  to  the  United  States,  and 
particularly  those  States  bordering  on  the  Creek 
nation,  as  it  had  become  the  ffeneral  rendezvous 
for  runaway  slaves  and  disaffected  Indians ;  an 
asylum  where  thev  were  assured  of  being  re- 
ceived ;  a  stronghold  where  they  found  arms  and 
ammunition  to  protect  themselves  against  their 
owners  and  the  Government.  This  hold  being 
destroyed,  they  have  no  longer  a  place  to  flj^  to, 
and  will  not  be  so  liable  to  abscond.  The  able 
manner  in  which  this  enterprise  was  conducted 
cannot  but  impress  the  hostile  Indians  also  with 
a  dread  of  our  arms,  and  increase  the  confidence 
of  those  who  are  friendly ;  add  to  which;  that 
the  force  of  the  negroes  was  daily  increasing ; 
and  they  felt  themselves  so  stronff  and  secure 
that  they  had  commenced  several  uantations  on 
the  fertile  banks  of  the  Appalachicola,  which 
would  have  yielded  them  every  article  of  suste- 
nance, and  which  would,  consequently,  in  a 
short  time  have  rendered  their  establisnment 
quite  formidable .  and  highly  injurious  to  the 
neighboring  States. 

The  English  union  jack  and  red  or  bloody 
flags,  under  which  they  committed  their  unpro* 
voked  hostilities  against  the  American  fla^,  art 
in  my  possession,  and  I  shall  have  the  sausfae« 
tion  of  forwarding  them  to  the  Department  by 
the  flrsc  safe  conveyance.  It  appears  very>  ex* 
traordinary,  and  remains  with  the  English  Gov- 
ernment to  explain  the  authority  for  their  flag 
being  thus  hoisted  bv  a  band  of  outlaws,  as  also 
their  oflicer^  Colonel  Nicholls,  having  placed  so 
strong  a  work,  and  with  so  large  a  supply  of 
arms,  (most  of  which  were  perfectly  new  and  in 
their  cases,)  ammunition,  and  every  other  im- 
plement requisite  to  enable  the  negroes  and  In- 
dians to  prosecute  offensive  operations  against 
the  United  States— in  possession  of  negroes,  t0O| 
known  to  be  runaways  from  the  United  States; 
and  that,  too,  some  time  aft^r  peace  had  taken 
place. 

Herewith  is  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  inventory 
of  the  articles  saved  from  the  explosion,  d^gaa- 
ting  those  furnished  the  army  for  public  use,  and 
those  brought  off  and  deposited  her^. 

I  regret  extremely  the  loss  of  Mr.  Luffborough, 
killed  in  the  service,  who,  though  much  iadis- 

S»sed,  and  haring.sent  in  his  resignation  to  the 
epartment,  very  handsomely  voloateered  hia 
serricas  ana  aecompaaied  the  expedition.    Mr* 
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rtporls  hii  eondact  in  th«  hif  h«Bt  termt 
df  approbation. 

I  aTBil  myself  of  tbu  occaaion,  with  gfoalMi* 
iafaoUM,  to  recommend  to  the  particular  notioa 
of  the  Department  Sailingmaater  Jairus  Loomit 
and  Jamee  Basaetty  commaadiag  the  gonboata  on 
tbit  ezpeditioni  ae  highly  meritorious  officers. 

I  cannot  bat  lamest  exeeediagly  the  Mat  iocs 
of  lirtB  oceasioned  b?  the  destruction  oF  the  fart, 
though  caused  by  their  opposition  to  a  passage 
^i  tCe  river,  and  bostilitiea  most  wickedly  ooaii* 
mnced  upon  a  friendly  flag,  under  which  not  the 
slightest  aggression  would  have  bean  offeted 
them. 

The  course  puraiied  in  this  service,  aad  the 
lesult.  will,  I  trusty  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
PreaMem  of  the  Uuite^  Statea. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  b%  4bc« 

DANISL  T.  PATTERSON. 

>  He»«  B.  W.  CeOWM IRBBIBLBL 

Ooomujir  Kkukkm  to  O,  CoeUum. 

St.  AuouBTinBtBAaT  7Loai0A« 

Ti^nruarif  18, 1815. 

M««x!  BzoBLLMT  Bin:  The  anfiport  aad  pro* 
leotioB  which  the  auballara  offioars  of  tho  troops 
Uftdar  wsty  command  bow  on  Cumberland  Idawl 
afiwd  to  the  runaway  sfeiTea  of  tlus  peoviiice 
wader  mp  chacgt,  inviting  thnM  t0  desert  their 
awster^  and  enlist  ns  soldiers,  with  the  temptiag 
promise  of  tha  Uhsrty  whicii  thej  will  enjoy 
whrn  once  they  are  trannpor ted  to  Hb  Britannic 
Majesty '« colonies,  have  filled  with  constefnation 
thn  veaoeahle  inhabitants,  subjecfti  of  His  Cath* 
olic  Majesty  |  to  which  may  be  added  the  aggra» 
latian  oiered  them  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
restoration  has  been  ehided,  as  to  answer  the 
tIaJtt  which  their  mastera  make  personally,  by 
saying  that  they  mteht  take  those  that  wonld 
aMompany  them,  voluntarily,  ia  the  same  thing 
aa  to  retoe  their  restomiion  y  for  where  ia  the 
shiite  that  #ill  voluntarily  retutn  to  slavery  if 
kftto  hie  election  I  For  mv  part,  even  if  there 
^  nol  diet  that  good  understanding,  oonnord. 
aad  firiendsiiip  between  our  respective  nnthms,  I 
should  feel  very  aveise  to  smppooe  that  the  British 
Goirerbaaenty  geMr«oe  Bngumd.  would  toleeade 
in  its  sabjeeta  the  spoliation  of  tnis  property  be* 
loogiftg  te  the  pactficj  iDdttsiriou%  and  dgfeneaksi 
]plnnier,  not  only  of  a  friendly  Power,  bvt  (except* 
mg  in  certain  caaea)  I  conceive  they  would  not 
perotHit  towatdaim  enemy.  I  pronounce  it  aa 
vndaniahie  that  this  laudable  mazimi  haa  ever 
been  so  religiously  observed  by  civilized  and  eft* 
lightened  people^that  nntil  now  it  hasalw^s 
been  eonsidefed  as  an  iovtolable  principle  of  the 
Inmaofnations. 

This  abuse  or  dlsoeder,  moat  exoelkntsir,  irom 
its  kttportMit  naanre,  demands  from  your  Bxcel- 
l«iey  the  most  prompt  and  efficaeious  remedy  in 
your  power,  in  order  to  do  «way  tboae  appearan- 
eea  of  hostility  which  stteh  unusual  proceedings 
mnnifest,  as  wril  as  to  asrmd  the  conaiquencee 


which  must  result  l^rom  them,  and  which,  for 
my  part,  I  shall  endeavor  to  oj^vlete  by  every 
means  in  my  power;  requesttog  your  excellency 
atain  to  order  the  restorwiion,  without  restriction, 
of  the  aforesaid  Bpaeich  property^,  which  I  now 
demand'  of  you,  officially,  for  the  second  time. 

Peraui  me  to  oiier  to  four  ezeellency,  person- 
ally, tay  sentieaeikts  of  high  consideration,  whose 
life  i  pray  Ood  to  preserve  many  years. 

SOB.  KmDBLAN. 

His  Bic'y  OnoRon  CocKannN,  dbc. 

No.  2a 

GmenUJack»9n  to  GanenHfr  MbsU* 

HsAo^QltB,  Diviiioii  orYHsSoom, 
jFVri  Oo^ideft,  Jkka^U,  18ia 
6m:  1  have  ovdertd  a  auf^ly  of  provlsiene  te 
be  sent  from  New  Orleaas,  via  Pensacola,  te 
Fert  Crawlbitd,  on  the  Coufcubb  This  route 
has  been  adopted  as  the  mRMir  speedy  one  of  pro* 
visioning  one  ef  my  garrisotte,  which  must  be 
maintained  during  the  present  contest  agninet 
oar  mutual  enemies,  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and 
I  cannot  but  exprem  a  hope  thnt  ne  attempt  will 
be  made  te  interrupt  the  ftee  passage  of  my 
transports  te  that  post.  lam  not  disposed  m 
enter  into  any  eontreversy  with  you  en  the  right 
which  our  (iovernment  may  claim  to  the  tree 
navigation  ef  eoch  watefoewrseeas  head  withiit 
her  limits,  but  flow  tbrougit  the  territory  of  Ris 
Catholie  wjesty :  preferring  to  leave  these  sub- 

J'ects  to  be  settled  hy  thoae  laglUy  authorised. 
IxA  as  it  is  naeessary  fW  me  te  make  ise  of  the 
Escambia  river  in  passing  up  provisions  to  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Crawiord,  I  wish  to  be  distinct* 
ly  understood  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt  the 
passage  of  wy  tNnsports  cannot  bo  reeeieed'  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  hostile aet  on  your  part. 
I  will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe 
that  you  would  commit  an  act  so  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  the  King,  your  master.  His  Catho- 
lic jtfajesty,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  are 
alike  interested  in  chastising  a  savage  foe,  who 
have  too  long  warred  with  impunity  against  his 
subjects  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  this  Republic^ 
and  I  feel  persuaded  that  every  aid  which  yon 
can  give  to  promote  this  object  will  be  cheer* 
ftilly  tendered. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  nf  respect,  your  obedi- 
ent servant. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
iUb/ar  Qmarol  eomrnandiitgk 

Don  Joan  Mazot, 

Governor  of  Petitaeoia. 

No.  29. 

Gaoamor  Mazot  to  General  Jedfcssn* 

Pfiif  AAcotjk,  April  15^  18ia 

Hear  BxonLLmrr  Sin :  Your  excellence's  let* 
ter  ef  the  85th  of  last  month  haa  been  delivesed 
to  me ;  also  that  of  the  10th,  in  ansnrer  to  mine 
of  the  I(teh<  of  February  preceding,  A  now  have 
tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  both, 
and  to  reply  to  the  Anrmer. 
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In  the  month  of  May  last,  yleUini^  to  a  spirit 
of  conciliation,  I  ^ve  permission  to  the  scbooner 
Tictory,  from  New  Orleans,  to  pass  np  the  Bs* 
earabia  to  the  American  fort  wnti  a  cargo  of  pro* 
▼isftms;  prompted  by  the  same  senTiment,  I  gare 
a  similar  permission  in  Jannary  last  to  Captain 
Call,  of  the  schooner  Italiana,  to  proceed  to  the 
same  place;  and  subseqnenily,  parsning  the  same 
fViendly  and  conciliatory  feeling,  I  allowed  Lieu- 
tenant Bddy,  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  the  fort 
abore  alluded  to,  who  bad  been  commissioned 
for  that  purpose  by  Major  Youngs,  the  command- 
ant, to  supply  himself  nere  with  sixty  barrels  of 
provisions.  The  cargo  of  the  scboooer  Italiana 
Deing  stftl  deposited  here,  I  concetre  that  the  in- 
troduction of  the  farther  supply  requested  by' 
yonr  excelletfey  is  not  necessary  at  present.  Not- 
whhstandtng  this,  as  I  infer  from  your  excel- 
lency's letter  that  the  said  provisions  are  now  on 
the  way,  and  am  disposed  to  grant  the  same  fn- 
dfrfgence  as  heretofore,  while  it  is  not  less  my 
doty  to  enforce  the  established  regulations  and 
restrictionS|  which  require  that  the  supplies  should 
be  tsoasined  to  a  Spanish  trading-house,  which 
wiU  unoertaka  to  forvrard  them  and  seeure  the 
paTtttent'ortbe  royal  import  and  export  datias^  I 
will  give  permission- for  tnem  to  pass  iuKke  man- 
ner as  the  first  i  it  being,  however  well  understood 
that,  neither  now  nor* hereafter,  the  United  Slates 
eftapreMdi04>ffttogiDiiftaAy  rifhi  incawqinnen 
of  these  indulgences^  wbiah  asa  perfectly  gratuit- 
ous,  and  granted  solely  in  consequence  of  existing 
circmastanees,  which,  as  yoor  excellency  states 
to  me,  prevent  tiie  arrival  of  iupplieate  the  said 
Fort  Crawford,  through  any  ether  channel.  In 
addition,  yon  are  pleased  to  remark  that  yon  are 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  anv  disenosion  whh 
me  on  the  subjeet  of  the  right  which  may  be 
otaimed  by  the  United  Stales  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Bseambia. 

To  a  dtaenasion  of  this  nature  I  am  no  less 
avarse than  your  exeellencv;  because  it  is  one  not 
wMitt  my  province,  and  oecause  it  is  my  dMy, 
aa  m  subordinate  ofllcer,  to  conform  to  the  orders 
of  nay  eoperior;  therefof'e,  until  I  receive  ordera 
te  ihe  contrary,  I  am  bennd,  in  referenee  to  this 

K4ai<  striatlf  to  adhere  to  the  esisting  treaties' 
tween  tlie  United  States  and  Spain.  On  refer- 
TIM  to  the  last  treaty  of  amity,  hmtta,  and  navi- 
gnnon,!  perceive  nothing  that  stipulates  the  free 
navigatioa  of  the  river  alluded  to;  bat.  on  the 
eomrary,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  my 
nMSter,  in  and  overall  the  rerritoriee,  coasts,  rivi' 
era,  poru,  and  bays,  sitnate  to  the  south  of  the 
thiriy'lltat  degree  of  north  latitude,  is  solemnly' 
and  txplieitly  acknewledffed  by  the  United  8tates| 
and  if,  in  eonsklemtion  m  the  present  extraordi* 
nary  oironmstattces,  furthet  momentary  eonce»> 
sions  are  required,  I  request  your  excelteacy  to 
have  the  goodness  to  apply  for  that  purpose,  in 
Aitnre,  to  the  anthoritv  on  vrhom  they  may 
depend,  as  I  am  wholly  unauthorised  in  this 
matter. 

Ood  pttserve  yon  many  years« 

^  ioSB  MAZOT. 

Hie  BxoY  Oan*  AiinMW  JAOxaoii. 
i5th  Con.  ftd  Ssaa.-*63 


True  copies  of  the  documents  deposited  In  thii^ 
command.  Fensacola,  May  2, 1818,  in  the  ab^ 
sence  of  the  secretary,  by  indisposition : 

BUBNA.  DUBRBUIL. 

No.  30. 
GmeralJ0ekmn  U  GoMnw.,  Maxot. 

HEAna'na,  Diviaion  of  the  South, 
St«  Maikk'8  Apnl  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  After  Meft  this  past  lor  St.  Juan,  to  dis- 
perse  and  destroy  the  mutual  enemy  of  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  a  small  schooner  with  men 
and  suppliea  arrived  from  Pensacola,  and  was 
taken  poesessibn  of  and  detained  by  my  officer* 
left  in  oomnand«  This  vessel  baa  been  ItberateA 
with  all  her  effects^  excepting  some  cletbing  of 
the  United  States,  (unaccompanied  with  any 
invoiee,)and  which  has  been  detained  as  soppased- 
to  be  a  part  of  that  taken  in  the  beat,  within  the^ 
territory  of  this  Repuhiie,  ia  which  Lieutennnt' 
Scott,  of  the  United  Smtes  Army,  with  hiscom-^' 
mand,  was  so  inhumanly  massacred. 

I  regret  being  compelled  to  atata  to  you  thar 
from  the  papers  aad  other  nroofb  taken  at  8an> 
Joan,  the  quantity  of  American  eaale  found  aia> 
St.  Marks,  and  purchased  by  me  frdm  the  com- 
miasary  of  the  poet,  and  the  inttrcenise  kepi  up) 
between  this  post  and  the  hoiiile  iadiana,  thereia: 
too  much  ground  to  believe  that  theiadians  have 
been  eneoora^j  aided,  and  abotted  by  the  offi^ 
cers  of  Spain  in  this  cruel  war  against  the  United^ 
States.  Proaf  positive  exists  that  the  ladians  wens 
supplied  with  ammunition  by  the  late  camaaan*^ 
daat  of  St.  Marks.  The  United  States  clothing 
being  femid  on  board  of  a  vessel  in  the  empley 
of  the  Gk>vernmant  of  Spain,  sailing  from  Pen^ 
saeohi  direct  from  this  post,  eompels  me  to  aalfc 
on  yon  for  a  statement  in  whht  manner  yon  came 
possessed  of  said^clotbiag. 

The  good  understanding  that  so  happily  oxiaaii 
between  His  Cntholie  Majesty  and  the  United'^ 
Slates  formed  a  juat  groond  to  believe  that  hi» 
agents  would  have  discountenanced  this  erael  aoi' 
savage  war,  waged  against  the  citlsens  ^  this 
Repnbiie.    Toe  weak  to  comply  with  har  tresh 
ties  with  tiM  United  States,  or  chastise  her  own. 
swage  subjects  waging  war  against  a  frlendlr 
nation,  it  was  scarcely  ta  be  Mieved  that  her^ 
officers  would  hsTc  been  detected  in  aiding 'and 
abetthig'  tbia  eaemy,  assisting  him  with  intelli- 
gence of  our  movements^  aad  potthasing  of  him 
the  propaity  daprednted  «f  usi    Ameriaa,  just  to 
her  treaties,  and  anxionata  maintain  peace  with 
the  world,  cannot  and  will  not  permit  such  a  sav- 
age war  to  be  carried  on  in  disguise  any  longer. 

Asylums  have  been  granted  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  our  Indian  foe,  (fttgitivea  from  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.)  Faeilltles  deans*' 
ed  by  me  necessary  to  terminate  e  war,  which) 
under  existing  treaties,  should  have  been  main- 
tained by  Spain,  for  feeding  my  troopa,  aad  li^ 
crating  the  subjects  of  Spain  imprisoned  bf  the 
Indians,  have  ail  been  denied  by  the  officers  or  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty.  All  these  facta  prove  the  «► 
just  conduct  of  Spauah  agcttu  in  the  Fleridaa. 


Ift97 


APPSKDIX. 


1M6 


iUUaimf  mih  JSffiflim, 


U  canaot  be  longef  tolerated  ^  ftnd  althoiigh  a 
Republic  fond  of  peace,  the  Uoited  States  koow 
their  rights,  and  at  the  expense  of  war  will  main- 

uin  them* 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  Commanduig, 
Don  JoBB  Mazot, 

Chnemor  of  Peneaeola. 

No.  31. 


Oeitemer  Mazot  to  Metfor  Yeungt, 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  a7th  insunt,  dated 
Canp  on  the  Escambia  and  Port  Orawford,  en- 
cloeing  a  proclamation,  were  this  daf  delivered 
to  me  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  by  an  artificer,  (a  man 
of  color,)  whose  immediate  return  does  not  allow 
me  at  present  to  reply  particularly  <o  them  i  and 
I  shall  only  state  that  the  few  peaceful  Indians 
who  were  at  this  place  and  in  lU  neighborhood 
leA  it  on  the  26th,  and  at  daybreak  seTeral  of 
them  were  murdered  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  among  them  some  women  and  ohil- 
dren.  As  I  am  unable  to  account  for  this  act, 
and  the  yiolation  resulting  from  it,  I  have  lo 
inform  you  that  I  shall  transmit  an  account  of 
tlia  whole  transaction  to  my  superior ;  and  I  hope 
tikat  in  the  meanlime  you  will  not  permit  any 
further  hostilities  to  be  committed  on  any  pre- 
tence in  this  territory  $  and,  in  case  the  Indians 
give  any  reason  for  complaint,  that  you  will 
lalbrm  me  of  it,  that  I  may  chastise  them  for  it, 
at  far  as  it  depends  on  my  authority. 

If  there  be  Indians  still  remaining  iajhis  terri- 
tory, I  will  have  them  sought  for,  and  communi- 
oate  your  letter  to  them,  and  advise  you  of  the 
vesttlt*  I  do  assure  you  on  my  word  that  your 
■tatement  of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the 
Indians  is  the  first  intelligence  I  have  had  of  it, 
aftd  that  when  I  agreed  to  the  passage  of  the 
CMort  of  which  you  sp^ak,  those  Indians  of  whom 
Litutenant  Eddy  was  apprehensive  were  the  only 
ones  pointed  out  to  me. 

I  must  repeat  to  you  that  all  my  wishes  and 
efforts  are  directed  to  .preserving  the  peace  hap- 
pily subiisting  between  our  Qoveraaeou,  and 
relying  on  your  friendly  sentiments  towards  me, 
I  offer  you  in  return  the  assurances  of  mine. 
Godpreeerve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

To  Major  Whiti  Yoyiioa, 
OenJg  U.  SL  troope  on  the  Eecambfim. 

Cfovemcr  Mazot  to  Bk^or  Young$, 

Pemsaco.la,  April  30, 1818. 

SiB :  In  consequence  of  the  request  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I  assembled 
the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creek  towns  of 
Colome,  Canaan,  Corvalle,  and  Forsytche,  and 
communicated  its  contents  to  them ;  they  all  re- 
plied that  they  had  long  been  very  unhappy  and 
miserable,  without  shelter  or  country  {  but  that. 
at  last,  by  the  advice  of  a  good  friend,  they  had 
found  one ;  thai  they  all  ehee^nliy  adopted  it, 


and  were  very  grateful  for  the  offers  you  had 
made  them.  These  Indians  amount  lo  about 
eighty-seven,  including  women  and  children.  I 
have  settled  that  they  should  divide  into  two 
companies,  and  jthey  will  set  out  as  soon  as  your 
answer  is  received,  which  they  think  it  prudent 
to  keep,  as  you  wilL  when  informed  of  their  ac- 
ceptance of  your  offer,  be  enabled  to  give  proper 
orders  for  their  safety  on  their  journey,  and  their 
avoiding  any  unpleasant  rencontre  with  the  Choc- 
taws,  who,  if  not  duly  informed  of  it,  might  at- 
tack them ;  in  which  case,  the  measures  taken 
for  the  peaceful  arrangements  that  we  both  have 
so  mucn  at  heart  would  be  defeated. 

Opahi-hola,  an  Alabamian  chief,  on  account  of 
his  age  and  infirmities,  will  remain  bere  for  the 

E resent  with  his  Atmily.  I  have  given  orders  for 
is  relief^  and  pledge  myself  for  his  good  be* 
havior. 

You  will  always  find  me  ready  to  unite  with 
you  in  such  measures  as  may  be  beneficial  to  our 
respective  countries,  and  ace  conformable  to  ex* 
isiiog  treaties. 

I  renew  the  assurances  of  my  respect,  and  pray 
God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 
To  Major  Whiti  Youno*. 

No.  32  a. 

ne  Omurmr  of  Wui  FMda  to  ki$  BxeOleneg  An* 

drem  Jwkeon^ 

Fbnbaoola,  MoAf  18, 1818. 

MoaT  ExoBLLBiiT  Sir:  On  (he  10th  instant 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  last, 
informing  me  that  on  board  a  small  schooner  de- 
spatched from  this  port  for  Appalache  there  ware 
found  several  articles  of  clothing,  such  as  are 
used  by  the  United  States  troops,  and  which  you 
suppose  were  taken  in  the  boat  in  whidt  Lieu- 
tenant Eddy  was  unfortunately  cut  off  together 
with  his  escort.  You  inquire  of  me  now  I  be- 
came possessed  of  those  articles  of  clothing,  and 
you  proceed  to  state  that  vou  regret  the  neeesaity 
which  compels  you  to  inform  me  that,  from  writ- 
tea  and  other  proofs  obtained  at  St.  Johns,  the 
quantity  of  American  cattle  found  at  St.  Maiksi 
and  the  active  communication  kept  up  between 
the  latter  place  and  the  hostile  Indians,  there  ap- 
pears sufficient  ground  to  believe  that  they  were 
encouraged  and  excited  to  this  aava^  warfare 
against  the  United  States  by  the  Spanish  efficen. 
You  add  that  there  exist  positive  proofs  that  tiM 
Indians  weresupplied  with  ammunition  by  the  late 
commandant  of  St. Marks;  and  you  ooncUide  bf 
declaring  that  shelter  and  protection  have  been 
given  at  this  place  to  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  Indians  who  are  in  hostility  with  the  United 
States,  and  have  fled  from  the  American  terri- 
tory; that  theae  facts,  and  the  refusal  to  allow 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  the  supply  of  yoor 
troops,  fully  evince  the  unjust  coeduct  of  the 
Spanish  agents  in  the  Fioridas. 

To  these  several  charges  I  shall  reoly  in  their 
order,  ftankly,  unreservedly,  and  un^uivocally. 
The  first  relates  to  the  articles  of  clothing  foaad 
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oa  board  tli«  schooner  Maria,  and  detained  oo 
the  presumption  of  their  being  the  property  of 
the  United  States.    A  part  of  these,  as  it  proved 
by  the  copy  No.  l,  was  pnrchased  at  New  Or- 
leans  in  May  last ;  a  part  came  fron  Havana  and 
a  part  was  boagbt  here;  all  whieh  bein^  fully 
substantiated,  the  ebarg^  is  consequently  disprov- 
ed, and  your  inquiry  satisfactorily  answered.  The 
second  is  more  serious,  and  refers  to  the  conduct 
of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  at  a  recent 
period.    I  immediately  demanded  of  him  an  ac- 
count of  his  proceedinfls ;  his  report  of  whieh  is 
enclosed  under  the  No.2.  Buias  1  am  desirous  that 
you  would  brinf  forward  unquestionable  proof  of 
the  malconduct  of  thai  officer,  I  have  to  request 
you  to  furnish  me  with  it,  in  order  that,  if  his  mis- 
conduct  be  established,  he  may  receive  condign 
panishment;  hereby  assuring  your  excellency, 
with  that  sincerity  that  belongs  to  me,  that  in  sueh 
yin  event  he  has  acted  entirely,  contrary  to  his 
instructions;  and  that  on  receiving  the  evidence 
required  he  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
punished  in  an  exemplary  manner,  according  to 
the  merits  of  the  case.     Yodr  sense  of  eouity 
will,  however,  satisfy  voo  that  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  its  agents  while  it  does  not  support 
them  in  it,  nor* tolerate  their  errors  when  proved. 
Your  subsequent  complaints  are  directed  person- 
ally and  pointedly  against  me,  and  relate  to  the 
shelter  and  protection  alleged  to  have  been  af- 
forded to  the  persons  and  property  of  fugitive  In- 
dians, and  to  the  passage  or  provisions  up  the 
Bscambia.    The.  best  mode  of  giving  a  satisfac- 
tory answer  to  these  charges  wiU  be  to  offer  you 
a  brief  and  faithful  statement  of  facts.    With 
respect  to  the  Indians,  you  have  assuredly  not 
been  correctly  informed  ;  for,  although  some  few 
remained  permanently  here,  chiefly  consisting  of 
women  and  children  employed  in  supplying  the 
inhabitants  with  flsh,  fuel,  and  other  trifling  arti- 
cles, and  had  been  living  here  long  before  the 
present  war  with  the  Seminoles.it  is  a  fact  that, 
when  I  sent  round  to  assemble  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  to  them  the  proposal  of 
Major  Youngs,  thetr  whole  number  amounted 
but  to  etthty-eeven ;  and  sorely  the  small  pro- 
portion of  men  amonff  them,  unarmed,  miserable, 
and  defenoeleas,  oould  not  be  considered  as  ob- 
jects of  hostility  to  the  United  States ;  a  proof  of 
whieh  was  shown  in  the  costioaal  passage  of 
American  citizens  to  this  place,  travelling  on- 
armed*  and  alone,  without  a  single  instance  of 
accident  happening  either  to  their  persons  or 
property.    In  regard  to  the  passage  of  provisions 
up  the  Escambia,  so  fiir  from  suspending  it,  I  fa- 
cilitated it,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  even  to 
committing  myself;  since,  as  a  subordinate  offi- 
cer^ I  could  not  becomingly  allow  a  proceeding 
which  was  not  fully  autMriaed.    I  therefore,  in 
coDsideration  of  circumstances,  took  that  respon- 
sibility upon  myself,  as  I  stated  to  your  excellen- 
cy in  my  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  by  Major 
Perault,  to  which  I  bee  your  reference.    But, 
with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  this  place,  by  means 
of  a  free  intereoune  with  the  interior,  I  hereby 


declare  that  in  future  the  merchanu  and  trmdeia 
belonging  to  it  shall  pass  freely  from  hence  to 
Fort  Crawford,  and  other  places  on  the  frontier, 
and  transport  all  necessary  supplies,  either  by  iana 
or  water;  by  whieh  means  it  is  to  be  expected 
thev  will  be  abundantly  provided,  and  your  ex- 
cellency entirely  satisfied. 

In  offering  vou  these  explanations  and  deUils, 
I  flatter  myself  I  have  given  so  full  and  satisfiM- 
tory  an  answer  to  your  excellency's  letter  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  have  presented  a  certain 
pledge  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  contribute, 
by  every  means  in  my  power,  to  the  maintenaaea 
of  the  good  undentandiag  happily  subsisting  be- 
tween our  two  Qovernments. 

God  preserve  you  many  yean. 

JOSB  MAZOT. 

His  Exe'cy  Aiidbbw  JAOxaoN. 

PsNSAOOLA,  May  18, 1818. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  tne  government  of  this 
Province,  under  my  charge. 

CARLOS  REQQIO. 

No.  32  6. 
CertyUtOeffrom  New  Orleatu  and  Pensaeola. 

Pensaoola,  Maif  31, 1818. 
Having  observed,  among  other  things,  what  is 
stated  to  you  by  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
of  the  United  States  troops,  in  his  note  of  the 
27th  April  last,  communicated  to  me  in  yours  of 
the  13th  insunt,  in  which  you  request  me  to  in- 
form you  of  what  description  the  articles  referred 
to  by  the  said  General  were,  also  by  whom  the 
coats  worn  by  the  men  belonging  to  the  gray  and 
brown  companies  ((2e  paraoa  y  mormM)  from 
the  Havana,  under  my  command|  were  sold  or 
brought  to  this  place,  they  being  the  same  uni- 
form jas  that  worn  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  to  inform  yon,  in  reply,  that  with 
respect  to  the  articles  of  clothing  shipped  on  board 
the  sohooaer  Maria,  for  the  sui^ply  of  a  detach- 
ment from  the  aforesaid  companies  at  Appalach& 
and  detained  by  General  Jackson,  they  consisted 
of  fifteen  four-point  woollen  blanket^  and  wei« 
brought  here  in  His  Majesty's  schooner  brigan- 
tine  *^  El  Almirante,''  arrived  in  this  port  2d  Jan- 
uary last;   twenty-five  pairs  of  French  shoesi 
bought  here  of  Don  Henrique  Grandpr6,  as  per  ex- 
hibit No.  1,  annexed ;  fifteen  common  negro  hats, 
bought  of  Don  Henrique  Michelet,  per  exhibit' 
No.  2;  and  twenty  shirts  of  Crea  linen,  and  the 
same  number  of  pantaloons,  received  by  tne  above- 
named  vessel,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
of  the  latter  articles,  which  were  made  in  North 
America  for  the  use  of  their  troops,  and  came 
into  my  possession  In  the  manner  I  shall  pres- 
ently exj^in  to  you.    All  which  clothing  I  re- 
quested you,  in  mine  of  the  7ih  April,  to  be 
pleased  to  direct  the  proper  department  to  hava 
inserted  in  the  clearance,  as  being  for  its  account 
and  risk.    By  the  voucher  annexed  (JAo,  3)  you 
will  perceive,  that  on  the  1st  and  4ih  of  May 
last,  and  29th  of  July,  there  were  shipped  to  ma 
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hf  Don  Pedro  Dtlkttte  j  Oisvtri%  nMrehaBt  of 
Imw  Orleans,  the  htift<ked.  and  thirty-one  eoate 
of  the  nniform  reformed  therc^  aceording  to  bis 
lettet  of  advice ;  aiao,  t weaty*eigbt  pair  m  shoes, 
tsrenty  Russia  sheeting  waisteoats,  two  handrea 
and  fifty^three  leaihefo  saps  for  the  use  of  the 
chasseurs,  and  a  qaaniity  of  half  boots  and 
leather  stocks;  all  which  articles  wers  purchased 
from  the  military  storekeeper  at  New  Orleans, 
and  brought  here  in  the  schooners  Maria  and 
Jalousie,  under  the  charge  of  their  dippers,  Bar* 
teioine  Albeity  and  Jose  Medina,  who  included 
then  in  the  manifests  they  eibibited  on  their 
atfmly  and  the  duties  on  them  were  secured,  as 
appears  by  their  appraiseoMnt  by  the  proper  offi- 
cers on  the  19th  May  and  llth  August  last. 
Hence,  it  is  evident  that  the  oooiectare  formed 
by  Qenetal  Jackson  that  the  articles  of  ciothing 
detained  by  him  were  part  of  those  ca|>tttred  from 
the  escort  of  Lieutenant  Scot4,  at  the  time  he  was 
cut  off  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the 
Republic,  is  entirely  disproved ;  inssmuch  as  the 
unrortonate  accident  of  that  officer  and  his  escort 
happened  on  the  Appatachic6la  in  December  last, 
and  the  irtides  of  dothing  alluded  to  were  pur- 
chased in  New  Orleans  in  May  and  July  preced- 
ing, as  is  fully  proved  by  the  letters  of  advice  and 
invoices  comprised  in  exhibit  No,  3,  to,  which  I 
have  referred  above. 

Qod  preserve  yon  many  years, 

BIBNIGmO  a  CALDBRON. 

To  Joan  Mazot» 

(No.  1.) 

I  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  10th  of  February 
last,  I  sold  to  Captain  t>on  Benigno  Garcia  Cal- 
deroD,  commanding  the  gray  and  brown  compa- 
nies from  Havana,  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
pairs  of  French  shoes,  iron  shod,  for  the  use  of 
the  men  belonging  to  the  said  companies ;  and, 
at  th^  request  of  tne  said  officer,  I  have  deliv- 
ered him  the  present  certificate,  dated  at  Pensa- 
coltt,  this  18th  day  of  May,  1818. 

HBNRiaUE  DB  QRANDPRB. 

(No,  2.) 

I  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  12th  of  February 
last,  I  sola  to  Captain  Don  Benigno  Garcia  Cal- 
deron,  commanding  the  gray  and  brown  compa- 
nies from  the  Havana,  nine  dozen  round  negro 
hats,  for  the  use  of  the  men  belonging  to  the 
said  companies ;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
officeii  1  have  delivered  him  the  present  certifi*. 
cate,  dated  at  Pensacola,  this  18th  pf  May,  1818. 

HBNRiaUE  MICHELBT. 

(No.  3.) 

Nfiw  ORLBAaa,  AprU  30, 1817. 

To  Dos  BnmmfO  OAnau  CALoaaoN,  Pm^BacoUu 

Bttclosed  yon  have  an  account  of  the  cost  and. 
charges  of  fiity-fbur  shirts  and  twenty-eight  pairs 
of  shoes,  for  amount  whereof  you  are  debited  in 
aecouat  of  fifty-three  dollars.  Although  I  bad  no 
orders  from  you  for  the  shirts,  I  was  induced  to 
purehase  them  by  the  low  prices  and  the  proba* 


biltty  of  your  employing  them  to  advantage.  In 
the  sack  they  are  put  up  in,  you  will  find  a  uni- 
form coat  which  has  been  re«tormed  here,  and  can 
be  set  by  the  storekeeper  at  twelve  rials.  I  think 
it  wovia  answer.  There  are  one  hundred  and 
twenty  of  them.  I  am  oflbred  by  the  same  store* 
keeper  fifty  fietd-tents,  nearly  new,  at  three  dol* 
lars';  and  a  parcel  of  strong  leathern  caps,  such 
as  are  worn  by  the  obasseurs,  that  can  be  set  at 
less  than  two  rials,  of  which  there  about  two  hun- 
dred. The  storekeeper  having  made  me  a  second 
offer  of  the  shirts,  I  proposed  to  take  them  in  bar* 
terfor  coffee  at  tea  or  eight  and  a  half;  even  at 
ten  I  am  persuaded  it  would  be  a  good  bargain* 
as  it  would  give  the  opportunity  of  putting  on 
the  coffee,  its  inferior  quslity  making  it  rather 
dull  sale.  The  quality  most  called  for  is  thO' 
green,  which  is  much  superior,  and  that  hardly 
commands  twenty  dollars.  The  cost  and  ehargee 
of  the  said  shipment  of  shirts,  by  schooner  Maria, 
are  carried  to  your  debit  in  acoount  current,  viz., 
9176  13. 

Aeoount  of  eo9U  and  chmtfta  of  iun^biea  Mpptd  ois 
bootd  tk^  Bchoonur  Mana^  Captmn  AXbtrtyj9r  oe- 
eount  and  risk  flf,  and  to  he  deUoend  io.  Van  J9e- 
fi^^vie  Garcia  de  Calderon,  Peruacoia,  viz: 

C  No.  L  1  sack  containing  28  pairs  shoes, 

at  6  rials      -       -       -       •  $21  00^ 
2.  1  sack  conuining  54  shirts,  at 

drials 27  00 

1  coat 1  6a 

Sack,  twine,  and  packing         •     1  00 


Commission,  5  per  cent.  - 


50  50 
2  50 


Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don  B. 

Garcia  Calderon  •       •    53  00 


P.  DALHARTR  T  CLARBRIA. 
New  OuLUANa,  Mby  1, 1817. 

Aatnmi  ^omU  amd  diafgm  rftmtmeki,  tmtniminM 
anahmdrtdand  ihirtyyne maU» akippedan baoA 
ika  seAsatMr  MtariOf  CapUnm  GranjfariOf  far  ik$ 
risk  ^f  Don  Bemgna  GwteUt  Caidaimt  at  Pan$a^ 
eotey  aad  ia  bt  dunertdio  himthtrt^pix.' 

C  No.  3  a  18.  10  sacks  conmining  131 

cOats»  at  10  riak  •       -  $163  7& 
Sacks,  twiae,  and  paeking       4  00 


167  75 
)  5  per  eeal.         8  38 


Amouat  lo  the  debit  of 
Don  Beaigtto^  Garcia 
Calderon    -       -       -    176  13 


P.  DALHARTB  Y  CLARSRIA. 
New  OajiSaM,  M»if  20, 1817. 

To  Don  BiNiONO  G.  na  Cai^usron,  PthJMcala  : 

Naw  OaLBAga^  My  20, 1817« 
At  the  receipt  of  yours,  the  caps  were  already 
agfeed  for,  with  some  other  artieica  of  dothiag, 
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MDoantiDff,  as  per  w?«iee  anseMd,-io4317  Id^, 
to  your  deMt  io  tcoooot.  I  Muptnded  the  |Nir- 
•ehase  of  the  hats,  which  run  from  •ight  to  ten 
dollare  per  dozen. 

Account  of  coiU  and  charges  of  iundrits,  Mppcd  in 
two  hogthead$f  three  oarrebf  two  eoiCM,  and  one 
aaek,  on  board  the  schooner  Jalousie,  Jose  Medina, 
master,  fir  account  and  risk  of  Don  Benigno  OoT' 
da  Cameron,  at  Pensaeola,  and  to  he  deUvtred  to 
him  there,  irix: 

25  cotionade  pantaloons,  at  50  cents   •  $12  50 
S36  flannel  nnder-waisteoats,  at  37|  <v      88  50 
253  caps,  at  18}  cents  -       -       -       *,  47  43| 
A  parcel  of  leathern  gaiters  and  spat- 
terdashes      -       •       -       -       -    15  00 
20  Russia  sheeting  short  vests  r     106  1 
51  pantaloons      -        ~       *    S  pieces  >  106  00 
35  cotton  shirts   -       -       *    ( at  $1  ) 
29    do        do,  at  75  cents   -        -       -    21  37| 
Cord,  cooperage,  dbc.         -       -       *      3  50 


Commission,  at  5  per  cent. 


302  06;^ 
15  10 


Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don  Benigno 

Garcia  Calderon       -       -       -  $317  l6i 
P.  DALHARTE  Y  CLARERIA. 

« 

We,  the  sabeeribers,  merchants  of  Peneacola, 
kereby  eertify  that  the  foregoing  paragraphs  ef 
letters  of  advice  and  latoiees  are  true  copies  of 
the  ori^aals  exhibited  to  us  by  Captain  Don  Be- 
.nigao  Garcia  Calderon,  commanding  she  gray 
•and  brown  companieB  fcem  Hatanaj  and  that 
the  sii^natures  thereto  subseribed  are  m  the  true 
imndwriting  of  Don  Pedro  Dalharte  y  Clareria, 
n  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  merchant  at 
New  Orleans. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  given  the  pree* 
•ent  certiileate,  at  the  request  of  the  aforesaid 
.Captain  Calderon,  at  Pensaeola,  this  18(h  day  of 
.May,  1818. 

HENRiaUB  MICHBLET, 
ViC.  DB  ORDOZGOITTI, 
YTE.  BASTLONQUB. 

No.  32  a 

Defenet  of  F,  C  Luengo,  Commandant  of  St,  Matins. 

PcnaAcoLA,  May  14, 1818. 
In  replying  to  yoar  letter  of  ycatarday's  date, 
in  which,  among  other  things  conneeied  with  its 
•nbjeot,  yen  communicate  to  me  the  several 

goints  treated  of  by  Major  Genenl  Jackson  in 
is  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  on  which  he 
founds  his  assertion  that  the  Indians  not  only  re* 
ceived  succors  at  Appalache,  but  that  they  were 
excited  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  forces 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  whose  movements 
they  were  exactly  informed,  I  have  to  express 
my  utter  astonishment  at  this  business,  in  wnich 
imposture  and  malevolence  have  been  equally 
employed  to  criminate  the  parties  alluded  to  in 
the  GenetmPs  letter.  It  is  stated  by  the  General, 
that,  from  written  and  other  proofs  obtained  at 
•Ck.  John's,  the  number  of  American  cattle  found 


at  St.  Mark's,  and  brought  by  the  eommissary 
there,  and  the  cootfant  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween that  place  and  the  hostile  Indians,  thefe 
appear  sufficient  grounds  to  believe  that  they 
were  enooumged  and  excited  to  this  savage  war- 
fare by  the  Spaniards.  To  this  I  have  to  reply 
that  it  has  never  come  to  my  knowledge  that  any 
person  belongiog  to  the  fort  had  any  connexion, 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  St.  John's.  And  al- 
though it  is  true  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  an  English  merchant,  one  of  them  was 
merely  to  thank  him  for  the  three  letters  he  wrote 
me,  informing  me  of  the  proceedings  of  the  in- 
surgents at  Amelia  Idand,  and  of  Captain  Wood- 
bine, who,  I  informed  you  by  express,  was  one  ef 
the  two  chiefs  who  were  hung  the  day  I  left 
Appalache ;  and  the  purport  of  the  other  was  to 
request  him  to  coilie  or  send  Immediately  for  the 
property,  which,  at  the  request  of  the  Indian 
chiefs,  and  to  avoid  increasing  their  suspicions,  I 
gave  permission  to  be  deposited  in  the  fort,  and 
to  withdraw  O-Kelagne.  in  whose  custody  that 
property  was  placed.  And  although,  in  taking 
this  stek  I  ran  the  risk  of  incurring  the  resent- 
ment oir  both  parties,  yet  it  was  one  which  did 
not  seem  likely  to  incur  suspicion.  Nor  does  the 
charge  of  a  purchase  of  an  extraordinary  number 
of  American  cattle,  alleged  to  have  been  made  at 
St.  Mark's,  authorize  greater  room  for  suspicion, 
since  it  is  notorious  that,  from  the  time  of^its  es- 
tablishment,' its  supplies 'were  obtained  from  the 
droves  of  cattle  brought  there  for  sale  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  very  Targe  ones  towards  Micka- 
sttky  and  the  neighboring  country.  It  seldom 
happened  that  we  considkred  ourselves  as  fully 
supplied  for  several  months  together ;  and  if  the 
supplies  were  in  fact  derived  from  the  plandec 
committed  on  the  Americans,  the  sellers  took 

food  care  to  conceal  that  fact,  as  they  were 
nown  to  have  droves,  and  were  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  them  for  sale.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
very  little  care  was  manifested  by  the  American 
commandant  or  magistrate  within  whose  district 
these  excesses  were  committed,  to  be  placed  in  a 
situation  to  complain  of  them  to  the  commandant 
of  St.  Mark's,  and  to  send  him  the  marks  of  the 
cattle,  which  would  have  shown  from  whence 
they  came,  and  have  tended  to  prevent  the  pur- 
chase of  them.  With  respect  to  the  intercourse 
kept  up  between  the  fort  and  the  Indians,  com- 
plained of  by  General  Jackson,  and  the  excite- 
ment and  encouragement  given  them  hy  the 
Spaniards  to  commit  hostiliues,  the  charge  is  al- 
tc^ther  inadmissible.  An  intercourse  and  good 
understanding  with  the  lodlans  were  at  all  times 
strongly  recommended  by  the  Government,  aad 
never  were  they  more  necessary  than  in  the  cir- 
cumstaDces  ia  which  we  have  lately  beeo  placed 
at  the  fort ;  General  Jackson  having  founded  on 
them  a  demand  of  its  occupation  by  his  troops, 
and  suggesting  that  euch  a  step  could  not  h\\  to 
receive  the  approbation  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
In  thd  same  letter,  he  stated  that  he  bad  been  in- 
formed by  an  Indian  woman,  a  prisoner,  that  the 
bostDe  Indians  and  negroes  nad  received  consid- 
erable sopf^ieii  of  ammunition  at  the  fort    I  pre- 
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anaicd  that  I  bad  coaTinced  him  of  the  eoatrary 
in  any  answer,  in  which  I  repreeented  to  hint  that 
BO  one  better  than  Mr.  William  Hambly,  who, 
dating  his  ttaj  here,  repeatedly  interpreted  to  me 
the  anxiety  or  the  chiefs  to  obtain  such  sapplies, 
oonld  undeceive  him  on  this  point,  as  well  as  on 
.that  of  the  counsel  I  uniformljr  gave  them  to 
avoid  the  destruction  that  awaited  them,  and 
which  I  foresaw  from  the  first.  But  it  appears 
be  is  not  yet  satbfied,  and  persists  in  his  enarge. 
A  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  public  storekeeper 
will  show  that,  from  the  month  of  May  last,  and 
prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  there  had  been 
tssned  to  a  few  of  the  most  noted  chiefs,  and  that 
merely  from  motives  of  policy,  only  three  pounds 
of  powder,  three  pounds  of  ball,  and  fourteen 
flints.  The  interpreter,  Juan  Sandoval,  and  bis 
Bon«  Francisco,  through  whom  I  communicated 
witn  the  Indians,  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  this 
8tatemenu-«  step  which  I  request  of  you  to  take 
in  support  of  my  refutation  of  Qeneral  Jackson's 
charge.  He  cannot  but  know  that  a  short  time 
before  the  negro  fort  on  the  Appalaehicola  was 
blown  up,  all  the  chiefs  of  the  neighboring  tribes 
went  there  and  supplied  themselves  with  powder 
and  ball,  left  for  them  by  the  finglish;  and  that 
at  Mickasuky,  and  the  huts  thereabouts,  there 
was  a  considerable  quantity.  Having  thus  ob- 
tained a  large  supply  of  the  kind  of  powder  and 
ball  they  most  esteemed,  they  set  little  value  on 
ours,  which,  in  fact,  they  view  with  such  indif- 
ference that  it  is  only  a  chance  hunter  amonff 
those  who  come  to  the  fort  with  venison,  wild 
fowl,  &e.,  that  is  willing  to  use  it.  And  although, 
as  I  formerly  stated  in  an  official  communication, 
a  Mipply  was  repeatedly  demanded  of  me  by  the 
chief  JLinache,  with  a  view  to  prove,  by  the  re- 
fusal of  it,  that  the  American  mteresi  prevailed 
in  the  fort,  he  did  not  succeed  in  it.  In  conse- 
quence, we,  whom  they  considered  as  American 
Criisans  to  the  last,  were  reproached  with  it,  and 
ve  even  to  put  up  with  some  impertinences  from 
them.  I  shall,  however,  in  a  strict  adherence  to 
truth,  and  because  the  circumstances  may  have 

S'ven  birth  to  these  suspicions,  proceed  to  state 
at  the  chief  Pelisacho,  who  was  executed,  re- 
ceived, among  things,  at  the  fort,  from  Mr.  Ar- 
buthttot,  an  finglish  merchant,  when  he  came 
from  Su wanee,  to  request  aid  against  the  negroes 
from  whom  he  apprehended  aa  attack,  a  small 
barrel  of  powder,  which  might  contain  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds,  and  was  placed, 
with  other  property,  under  the  charge  of  0-Ke- 
lagne.  What  he  did  with  it,  I  know  not ;  but  I 
well  know  that  the  chief  caused  me  extreme  per- 
plexity and  vexation,  by  surrounding  the  fort 
with  a  body  of  four  or  five  hundred  Indiaos. 

I  never  had  an  idea  that  he  employed  it  against 
the  Americans,  but  that  he  used  it  in  the  pur- 
chase of  peltry,  which  he  was  collecting  for  the 
said  Arbuthnot  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Americans.  The  charge  alleged  against  the  offi- 
cers at  St.  Mark's  in  exciting  and  stirring  up  the 
Indians,  and  in  giving  them  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  Americans,  is  the  effect  of  a 
disordered  imagination  i  for  how  or  whence  could 


their  movements  be  better  kaown  at  the  fort  thaa 
from  the  Indiana  themselTes  9  Thither  they  came 
and  went,  and  passed  and  repassed  incessantly ; 
and  their  reports  were  so  various  that  they  da- 
served  very  little  attention ;  ae  a  proof  of  which, 
nothing  certain  was  known  of  their  operations 
until  the  different  columns  of  their  troopa  appear- 
ed at  the  mouth  of  the  Pinar;  and,  although 
three  of  their  boats  were  at  anchor  there  for  three 
or  four  days,  they  kept  Boglish  colors  flyiac  until 
the  day  before  the  arrival  of  the  army.  My  dif- 
ferent communications  to  you  are  pledges  that  I 
took  no  part  in  the  contesc  between  the  Amerl- 
caos  and  the  Indians,  I,  however,  had  great  cause 
of  complaint  against  the  latter*  How,  then,  is  it 
possible  to  believe  that  I  gave  them  that  aid  of 
which  Qeneral  Jackson  complains ;  or  how  can 
the  steps  I  took  to  liberate  Messrs.  Edmund  Doyle 
and  William  Hambly,  by  which  I  exposed  myself 
and  my  garrison  to  the  vengeance  or  the  Indians, 
be  reconciled  with  the  idea  of  affording  them  suc- 
cor and  aid,  or  the  fact  of  rescuing  from  them,  at 
the  most  critical  molnent,  an  American  solaier 
whom  they  would  otherwise  have  put  to  death  ? 
I  leave  it  to  impartial  observers  to  decide  if  these 
be  not  proofs  or  the  existence  at  St.  Mark's  of  a 
bias  in  favor  of  the  American  interest ;  and  of 
this  I  trust  Qeneral  Jackson  will  be  thoroughly 
convinced  on  deliberately  reflecting  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  shall  not  attempt  to  deny  that  1  have 
observed  towards  those  Mrbarians  a  policy  which 
had  the  appearance  of  a  warm  friendship^  but  by 
which  I  have  incurred  a  oonsiderable  expense* 
If,  however,jny  aituation  be  attentively  examined 
in  its  different  points  of  view,  it  will  be  seen  that 
all  this  was  necessary  to  restrain  them  from  doing 
what  they  had  at  one  time  premeditated,  on  the 
pretext  I  have  just  alluded  to,  and  on  others  sug- 
gested to  them  by  some  persons  who  had  gone 
Irom  hence  to  those  parts  of  the  country.  Al- 
though I  have,  as  I  conceive,  given  entire  satis- 
faction on  all  the  points  embraced  by  Major 
Qeneral  Jackson,  I  beg  leave  to  request  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  corroborating  my  statement,  von 
will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  having  the  dec- 
larations taken  of  the  interpreter  and  of  his  son, 
of  the  subaltern  Don  Miguel  Ordonez,  of  Don 
Anastasia  Montes  de  Oca,  the  public  storekeeper, 
and  of  Surgeon  Don  Diego  de  Barrios,  as  the 
persons  who  have  the  necessary  knowledge  of  the 
subjects  in  question. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

F.  OASO  y  LUBNQO. 

To  Don  Joan  Mazot. 
A  true  copy:  J08B  MAZOT. 

No.  33. 

Oovemor  Mazot  to  General  Jaekmm. 

FsxBAOOLkf  May  23, 1818. 

Having  received  information  that  you  have 
passed  the  frontiers  with  the  troops  under  your 
command^  and  are  now  within  the  territory  of 
this  provmce  of  West  Florida,  which  is  under 
my  Glovernment.  I  have  aolemnly  to  proieat 
ai^inst  this  proceeding. aa  an  offence  against. nay 
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BoTcreigo;  and  I  do  exhort  yoo,  tad  require  of 
you  forthwith  to  withdraw  from  the  same;  in 
default  of  whiob,  and  in  case  of  a  eontinaance  of 
your  aggression,  I  shall  repel  force  bv  force. 

In  this  eYent,  the  consequences  will  doubtless 
be  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  the  iDterruptioo  of 
the  good  understanding  which  has  hitherto  sub- 
sisted between  our  two  nations ;  but  as  the  party 
repelling  an  insult  is  never  deemed  the  aggressor, 
you  will  be  responsible  before  Qod  and  men  for 
all  the  fatal  eonsequeoces  which  may  ensue. 

Qod  preserye  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

No.  34. 

QeH€rai  Jaekson  to  Gowemar  MoMOt* 

Hsina'Rs.  Divraioii  of  thb  Soim, 
On  the  line  of  march,  Afoy  33,  >ia 

Sir:  The  southern  frontier  of  the  United  States 
has,  for  more  than  twelve  months,  been  exposed 
to  all  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  and  sarage  war.  A 
partv  of  outlaws  and  refuses  from  the  Creek 
nation ;  negroes  who  hare  fled  from  their  mas- 
ters, citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  sought  an 
asylum  in  Florida;  and  the  Seminole  Indians 
innabiting  the  territory  of  Spain,  ali  uniting, 
hare  raised  the  tomahawk,  and,  in  the  character 
of  saraffe  warfare,  hare  neither  regarded  sex  nor 
age.  Helpless  women  have  been  massacred,  and 
the  cradle  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  innocence. 
The  United  States,  true  to  their  engagements, 
and  confiding  in  the  faith  of  Spain  to  enforce  ex- 
isting treaties,  never  entertained  a  doubt  but  that 
these  atrocities  would  early  attract  the  attention 
of  the  Spanish  Qorernment,  and  that  speedy  and 
effectual  measures  would  have  been  aooptod  for 
their  suppression.  Under  this  persuasion  a  cordon 
of  .military  posts  was  establisned,  to  give  imme- 
diate protection  to  such  of  our  frontier  settlers  as 
were  peculiarly  exposed,  and  strict  injunctions 
issued  to  the  American  officers  to  respect  the  ter- 
ritory of  Spain,  and  not  to  attempt  operations 
within  its  limits.  These  instructions  were  most 
scrupulously  observed ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
inactivity  of  the  American  troops  had  encouraged 
the  Indians  to  the  most  daring  and  outrageous 
acts  of  violence  against  our  citizens,  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  was  still  disposed  to 
respect  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  confide  in  the 
ability  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  execute 
existing  treaties,  until  advised  through  you  that, 
with  every  disposition,  the  Spanish  authorities 
bad  not  the' power  of  controlling  the  Indians  in 
Florida;  that  their  acts  of  late  were  viewed  as 
eaually  hostile  to  the  interests  of  Spain  as  those 
of  the  United  States;  that  Spanish  subjects  were 
not  exempted  from  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plained; and  that  the  negro  establishments  on 
the  Appalachicola  and  St.  Joan  rivers  were 
founded  by  British  agents,  contrarv  to  the  will  of 
Spain.  These  representations  determined  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  effectual 
measures  to  restore  tranquillity  to  the  southern 
frontier  of  the  American  Republic ;  and,  pursu- 
ant to  his  orders,  justifiable  by  the  immutable 


laws  of  self-defence,  I  have  penetrated  into  Flo- 
rida, reduced  to  ashes  the  Seminole  villages,  de- 
stroyed their  magazines  of  provisions,  beaten  their 
warriors  whenever  they  hazarded  a  contest,  dts* 
persed  some,  and  expelled  others  across  the  river. 

In  the  course  of  my  operations  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  visit  the  Spanish  fortress  of  St.  Mark^s^ 
Entering  the  territory  of  Spain  to  fip;ht  her  bat- 
tles, to  relieve  from  bondage  her  subjects,  and  to^ 
chastise  an  Indian  tribe  whom  she  acknowledged, 
under  existing  treaties,  she  was  bound  to  preservr 
at  peace  with  the  United  States,  I  had  every  rea- 
son to  expect  that  the  American  army  would* 
have  been  1'eceived  as  friends,  and  every  facility 
afforded  to  insure  success  to  operations  so  inter** 
esting  to  both  Qovernments. 

My  expectations  have  not  been  realized.  If 
had  been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  you,  that 
Fort  St.  Mark's  had  been  threatened  by  the  In- 
dians and  negroes;  and  you  expressed  sincere 
apprehensions,  from  the  weakness  of  the  garrison 
and  defenceless  state  of  the  work,  fbr  its  safety. 
From  other  sources  to  be  relied  on,  the  same  in- 
formation had  been  furnished  me.  It  became 
necessary,  therefore,  to  anticipate  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  and  amicably  to  get  possession  of 
a  work,  dislodging  the  enemy  from  which  mij^ht 
have  cost  me  much  precious  blood.  On  entering 
St.  Mark's  evidence  of  the  duplicity  and  unfriend- 
ly feelings  of  the  commandant  evinced  itself.  I 
found  that  the  gates  of  this  fprt  had  been  thrown 
open  to  the  avowed  savage  enemies  of  the  United 
States ;  that  councils  of  war  had  been  permitted 
to  be  held  within  hisownquarters  by  the  chiefs  and 
warriors';  that  the  Spanish  storehouses  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  use,  and  were  then  filled  with 

foods  belonging  to  the  hostile  party ;  that  cattle 
nowinglv  plundered  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  haa  been  contracted  for  and  purchased  by 
the  officers  of  the  garrison  from  the  Spanish 
thieves ;  that  foreign  agents  had  free  access  with- 
in the  walls  of  St.  Mark's ;  and  a  Mr.  Arbnthnot, 
condemned  and  executed  as  the  instigator  of  this 
war,  an  inmate  in  (he  commandant's  family. 

From  this  fort  was  information  afforded  the 
enemy  of  the  strength  and  movements  of  my  army 
by  the  said  Arbuthnot,  the  date  of  depittture  of 
e3U)ress  noted  by  the  Spanish  commissary,  and 
ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  necessary 
supplies  furnished. 

On  my  return  from  my  operations  east,  your 
letter  was  received,  positively  refusing  to  permit 
(unless  exorbitant  duties  were  paid)  any  provis- 
ions jiassing  up  to  the  American  fort  on  the  Ba- 
camoia.  Connected  with  this  stroos  adicatioa 
of  your  unfriendly  disposition  on  v9Ar  part,  I 
have  it,  from  the  most  unquestionable  authority, 
that  the  city  of  Pensacola  has,  for  some  months 
past,  been  entirely  under  the  control  of  Indians; 
that  free  ingress  and  egress  are  permitted  to  the 
avowed '  savage  enemies  of  the  United  States; 
that  supplies  of  ammunition,  munitions  of  war, 
and  provisions,  have  been  received  by  them  from 
thence;  that,  on  the  16th  of  April  last,  there  were 
no  less  than  five  hundred  Inuians  in  Pensacola| 
many  of  them  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  Unitea 
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.8ate%  and  who  had  but  lately  escaped  m^  pur- 
fttit.  The  late  massacre  of  eigbleen  indiriduab 
4on  the  Federal  road  was  committed  hy  Indians 
.direct  from  their  return  to  Pensacola,  who  were 
received  by  yoU|  and  transported  across  the  bay, 
to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  American  troops.  The 
Americans  returninj^i  the  saTages  were  permitted 
to  return.  An  Indian,  wounoed  in  pursuit  by  a 
narty  for  having  killed  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  was  openly,  in  the  sight  of  many  Ameri- 
cans, received  by  you,  and  every  comfort  admin- 
istered. Such  practice,  if  futhocized  by  the  King, 
would  justify  me  in  open  hostilities.  Disposed, 
however,  to  believe  that  it  was  one,  of  the  unau- 
thorized acis  of  his  agents,  I  deem  it  politic  and 
necessary  to  occupy  Pensacola  and  the  Barancas 
with  au'  American  garrison  until  the  Spanish 
Government  can  be  advised  of  the  circumstance, 
and  have  force  sufficient  to  maintain,  and  agents 
disposed  to  enforce  existing  treaties. 

This  is  the  third  time  the  American  troops  have 
been  cooopelled  to  enter  Pensacola  from  the  same 
causes.  Twice  had  the  enemy  been  expelled,  and 
the  place  left  in  qi^iet  possession  of  those  wbo 
had  permitted  the  irregular  occupancy.  This 
;ime  It  must  be  held  until  Spain  has  the  power 
or  will  to  maintain  her  neutrality.  This  is  jus- 
jtifiable  on  the  immutable  principles  of  selMe- 
fence.  The  Government  of  the  united  States  is 
bound  to  protect  her  citizens ;  but  weak  would 
be  all  her  efforts,  and  ineffectual  the  best  advised 
measures,  if  the  Floridas  are  to  be  free  to  everv 
enemy,  and,  on  the  pretext  of  policy  or  neutral- 
ity«  Spanish  fortresses  are  to  be  opened  to  their 
use,  and  every  aid  and  comfort  afforded.  I  have 
been  expUoit,  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  a  tedi- 
ous negotiation.  My  resolution  is  nxed,  and  I 
have  strength  enough  to  enforce  it.  My  army 
now  occupies  the  old  Fort  St.  Michael,  com 
^landing  Pensacola.  If  the  town  and  Barancas 
are  peaceably  surrendered,  an  inventory  of  all 
the  property,  ammunition,  arms,  dbc,  shall  be 
taken  by  officers  appointed  by  both  parties,  and 
the  amount  receipted  for  bytne  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  American  Government.  The  property 
of  Spanish  subjects  shall  be  respected ;  their  re- 
ligion fj[^  laws  guarantied  to  them;  the  civil 
government  permitted  to  remain  as  now  estab- 
fihed,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  military  au- 
thority of^the  United  States;  the  ingress  and 
wress  open  to  all  Individuals;  commerce  free  to 
ue  subjects  of  Spain,  as  usual ;  and  the  military 
furnished  with  transportation  to  Cuba. 

If  the  peaceable  surrender  be  refused,  I  shall 
enter  Pj^^acola  by  violence,  and  assume  the 

«overnIx^jlt  until  the  transaction  can  be  amica- 
Ly  adjusted  by  the  two  Governments.  The  mil- 
itary,  in  this  case,  must  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

The  proof  supporting  the  accusation  against 
your  official  station  will  justify  this  procedure. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d 
instant  1  have  only  to  observe,  that  the  clothing 
detained  will  be  a  subject  for  future  friendly  set- 
tlement. 

How  far  the  Indiana  permitted  to  remain  in  the 


I  neighborhood  of  Penaacola  were  friendly  disposed 
to  the  citizens  of  the  tfoited  States,  is  tested  by 
the  late  massacre  committed  by  them  on  the 
Alabama.  Tfie  Red  Ground  ehiefs,  Muldecoxy 
and  Holmes,  avowedly  hostile  to'  the  United 
States,  were  but  lately  seen  in  Pensacola,  and  a 
body  of  Indians  descried,  a  few  days  since,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Barancas,  in  presence  of«several 
Spanish  officers.  They  have  not  delivered  them- 
selves up,  and  these  tied  Sticks  who  have  sur- 
rendered were  not  advised  to  this  measure  by 
vou,  until  intelligence  of  my  movements  had 
been  received. 

By  a  reference  to  my  communications  of  the 
25th  March,  you  will  see  hew  far  I  bare  been  the 
aggressor  in  the  measure  protested  against. 

You  are  there  dietinotly  advteed  or  the  objects 
of  my  operations^  and  that  every  attempt  on  your 
part  to  siieoor  the  ladians,  or  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  my  provisions  in  the  Escambia,  would  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  hostile  acts  on 
your  part. 

You  have  done  both,  and  exposed  my  troops 
to  the  severest  privations^,  by  the  detention  occa- 
sioned in  the  exaction  of  duties  on  my  provision 
vessels  in  Pensacola.  You  have,  therefore,  been 
the  aggressor,  and  the  blood  which  may  be  shed 
by  a  useless  resistance  on  your  part  to  mr  de- 
mand will  rest  on  your  head.  Before  God  and 
man  you  will  be  responsible. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  my  aid-de-camp. 
Captain  Gadsden,  by  whom  an  answer  is  expected. 

AINDRBW  JACKSON, 

Maj,  Gen.  commanding, 

Don  J08B  Mazot, 

Oovemor  qf  Pen$ac6la, 


HflADu'Ra,  Dtvisioir  of  the  South, 

PenMCola^  May  24, 1818. 

Sia:  The  enclosed  communication  was  for- 
warded to  you  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Capt.  Gads- 
den, last  evening ;  not  finding  you,  however,  in 
Pensacola,  iu  d^ivery  was  delayed. 

I  have  entered  Pensacola  to  provision  my  troops. 
I  have  only  to  add.  that  an  immediate  compliance 
with  my  demana  is  expected.  Resistanoe  on 
your  part  would  be  a  needless  sacrifice  of  men. 

AITOREW  JACKSON, 

Mc^,  Gtn,  commanding, 
DoaJosB  Mazot. 

Governor  of  Pengaooku 

No.  35. 

Ooetmer  Jfocol  to  Qm»nlL  J&tkmm* 

Fort  St.  Carlos  of  Barakca8, 

May  24, 1818. 

Most  bxoellent  Sir  :  Your  two  notes,  dated 
the  23d  and  on  this  day,  were  delivered  to  me  at 
ten  o'clock  this  morning,  b^  your  aid-de-camp. 
Captain  Gadsden.  Having,  in  mine  of  the  18th 
instant,  answered  the  former  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  I  shall  only  add  that,  as  to  what  relates 
to  the  Indians,  you  have  been  much  misinformed, 
the  i^ts  alluded  to  by  you  being  for  the  moat 
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part  uofooDded ;  ia  proof  of  which  I  have  to  state, 
that  the  only  two  indfans  who  have  been  here 
sioce  the  peace  negotiated  bv  me,  ezclosive  of 
the  eighty  •seven  sent  off  to  Major  Yoangs.  are 
the  two  who  are  in  the  jail,  with  three  women 
and  children ;  and,  further,  that  long  prior  to  your 
movements  I  had  sent  orders  to  Appalache,  to 
.prevent  any  auoeon  hein|^  given  to  the  Scminoles, 
mid  had  also  given  public  notice  to  the  same  ef- 
fect in  Pensacola,  where  those  unfortunates  had 
from  time  immemorial  received  regular  supplies. 

Tour  eiceliency  it  disposed  to  lay  to  my  charge 
the  blood. which  may  be  shed  in  consequence  of 
:my  refusal  to  deliver  .up  this  province.  A  com- 
plianee  with  your  demand  would  dishonor  the 
eloseof  my  life  and  long  miliury  career;  and  I 
feel  assured  that,  if  placed  in  a^  similar  situation, 
your  conduct  wouldT  be  the  same,  from  your  na- 
tural desire  to  preserve  unsullied  your  weli-earned 
laurels. 

Whatever  motives.may  be  aasi^d,  no  nation 
is  anthorised  in  violating  the  territory  of  another, 
before  due  representations  have  been  made  to  its 
Government. 

Yolir  exceilencv  has  violated  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory at  Appalache,  by  seizing  on  that  fort  and 
hoisting  vtHir  flag— a  prooeedinff  in  complete  hos« 
tility  with  the  good  understanding  subsisting  be* 
tween  our  respective  Qovtmments. 

On  thedlst  metant,  by  your  azeeUeney^  orders, 
Oon  Pedro. Phiiibert  and  other  inhabitanto  were 
.made  prisaneraoa  their  parole  of  honor,  and  this 
ilav,  before  Captain  Gadsden's  arnvml  at  Pensa- 
cow,  your  atmy  advanced  upon  it,  and  made  pris- 
oner, on  his  parole  of  honor,  Don  Pedro  de  Alba, 
the  interpreter,  the  same  who  traaeUted  your  two 
letters  aDove»mentioned«  These  persons,  and 
other  military  men,  whose  preseniee  was  import- 
ant to  the  tMnqailli^  of  llie  place,  have  thus  beeo 
seized  in  an  uniustinable  manner. 

These  facts  being  established,  I  ask,  who  but 
your  excellency  will  have  to  answer  for  the  blood-, 
shed  which  may  ensue  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
termination announced  in  your  letter  of  taking 
possession  of  Pensacola  and  Barancas  ?  I  protest 
Defore  God  and  men  that  my  conduct  is  blame- 
less, and  that  my  sincere  wishes  ever  have  beeii 
to  maintain  peace  and  amity  between  our  reapec* 
tive  nations.  The  sincerity  of  my  intentions  i» 
founded  upon  the  President's  Message  of  25th 
March  last  to  Congress;  the  tenor  of  which  holds 
out  assurances^that  no  aggressions  were  to  be  ex-^ 
pected  from  the  troops  of  the  United  States; 
tJnfortunately,  however,  their  operations  have 
violated  the  traoquillity  and  peace  of  the  province. 

I  expect,  from  the  generosity  of  your  excellen-; 
cy,  that  you  will  leave  the  omcers  and  troops  of 
the  garrison  of  Pensacola  at  perfect  liberty ;  that 
your  army, after  receiving  the  necessary  supplies, 
will  evacuate  the  province  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble; and  that  you  will  not  carry  on  a  partial 
warfare  against  West  Florida  at  a  time  when  our 
two  nations  are  in  a  state  of  profound  peace. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Leal  Piernas,  proviso 
ional  commandant  of  Pensacola^  is.  duly  author^ 
ized  to  represent  me,  and  to  receive  any  commu-' 


nications  your  excellency  may  be  pleased  to 
make.  To  all  such  the  most  prompt  answers 
shaU  be  given,  through  the  ministry  or  the  bearer, 
the  interpreter,  Don  Pedro  de  Alba.  In  conelo- 
aion,  if,  contrary  to  my  hopes,  your  exedleney 
ahoald  persist  in  your  intention  to  take  posseaeion 
of  this  fortress,  I  am  resolved  to  repel  force  by 
force,  and  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  He 
who  resists  aggression  can  never  be  deemed  the 
aggreasor. 

Ciod  preeerve  your  excellency  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

Hie  Bt^cy  Major  €kn.  A,  JacksoM. 

No.  96. 

Otrund  Jdekmm  to  Gmemor  Mtuoi* 

HaABa'fts,  DivmaN  ov  thi  Sooth, 

Pensaeola,  May  25, 1818. 

Sib  :  The  accusations  against  you  are  founded 
on  the  most  unquestionable  evidence.  I  have  the 
certificate  of  individuals,  who,  on  the  23d  instant, 
at  or  near  the  Little  Bayou,  counted  seventeen 
Indians  in  company  of  several  Spanish  officers, 
r  have  only  to  repeat  that  the  Barancas  must  be 
occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  and  again  to 
tender  yon  the  ternu  offered,  if  amicablf  auit en« 
dered ;  resistance  would  be  a  wanton  aacrifice  of 
blood,  for  which  you  and  your  gatVison  will  have 
to  atone.  Tou  cannot  expect  to  defend  yourself 
successfully,  and  the  first  ^hot  from  your  fort 
must  draw  nown  upon  yoa  the  vengeance  of  an 
irritated  soldiery.  I  am  well  advised  of  your 
strength,  and  cannot  but  remark  on  the  inconaiat- 
ency  of  presuming  yourself  capable  of  resisting 
an  army  which  has  conquered  the  Indian  tribes, 
too  strong,  according  to  your  own  acknowledg- 
ment, to  be  controlled  by  you.  If  the  force  which 
you  are  now  disposed  wantonly  to  sacrifice  had 
been  wielded  against  the  Seminoles,  the  Ameri- 
can troops  had  never  entered  the  Floridas.  I  ap- 
plaud your  feeling  as  a  soldier,  in  wishing  to  de- 
fend your  post ;  but  where  resistance  is  ineffectual, 
and  the  ojpposing  force  overwhelming,  the  sacri- 
fice of  a  few  brave  men  is  an  act  of  wantonness, 
for  which  the  commanding  officer  must  be  ae- 
countable  to  his  God. 

ANDRE  W  JACKSON, 
Major  Gen,  cam^g  Div.  of  the  Siulh, 

Don  Joea  Mazot, 

Commanding  Barancas, 

Ceri{/Uaie»  and  Deelaraiiotu. 

No.  37  a. 
We  certify  that,  beinff  in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  Ba* 
tancas.  on  the  28tn  of  May,  1818,  in  theafternooq. 
soon  after  the  American  troops  took  possession  ot 
the  works,  and  as  the  Spanish  troops  were  march- 
ing out,  we  saw  an  Indian  carried  out  by  some  of 
the  Spanish  soldiers ;  he  was  laid  on  tne  beach, 
to  be  put  on  board  a  boat.  He  was  wounded  in 
his  leg  or  thigh,  and  had  every  appearance  of 
having  been  engaged  in  the  aefence  of  the  fort 

WM.  RUSSBLL, 
JAS.  L.  BELL. 


jLPPBNDCt. 
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RtUOimu  with  Spain. 


No.  37  6. 

I 

I  certiff  that,  on  the  23d  of  Maf,  being  io  the 
havou  whieh  enters  Penneola  bay,  one  and  a  half 
mile  from  the  town,  1  saw  at  the  ferry,  on  the 
road  to  Baraacas^  a  number  of  Indians  (I  think 
about  seventeen)  in  eompany  with  four  Spanish 
officers.  The  officers  were  carried  over,  and  the 
boat  returned  to  ferry  over  the  Indians.  I  saw 
one  boat4oad  landed  on  the  side  next  the  Baran- 
eas.  The  Indians  coneealed  themselves  in  the 
bushes  on  discoverioff  us. 

RICHARD  BRICKHAM. 

Witness :  T.  CRoaa, 

Lieut.  Ut  hyfantry. 

I  certify  that  I  was  in  the  boat  with  Brickham, 
at  the  place  and  time  mentioned  in  the  above  cer- 
tificate; that  I  saw  several  Indians  in  company 
with  four  Spanish  officers.  The  officers  were 
ferried  over  with  one  Indian.  I  did  not  see  the 
Indians  ferried  over;  they  concealed  themselves 
on  diseoverinff  us. 

JOHN  BONNER,  his  M  mark. 

Witness:  T.  Cross, 

Lieut,  let  Infantry. 

Witness  to  both  certificates : 
Wm.  S.  Fulton, 

PrivaU  Sec^y  to  Com^g  Qen. 

No.  S7  c. 
FoBT  MoNTQOMERT,  Jufne  2j  1818. 

I  certify  that,  between  the  5th  and  7th  of  May, 
1818,  while  at  Fort  Gadsden,  on  the  Appaiachi- 
cola  river,  I  was  informed  by  a  Mr.  Larua  and 
Benneto  Qassea,  both  citizens  of,  and  at  that  time 
direct  from  Pensacola,  that  at  the  time  of  their 
departure  thence  there  were  about  five  hundred 
Inaians  in  and  about  Pensacola ;  and  I  further 
certify  that,  on  my  arrival  at  Pensacola,  on  the 
23d  of  May,  I  was  informed  by  Mf*  Skeate  and 
other  citizens  of  that  place,  that  on  the  22d,  which 
was  the  day  before  my  arrival.  Holmes  (a  noted 
Red  Stick)  with  his  party  had  left  Pensacola  to 
proceed  to  the  Choctawhatchy  for  safety,  having 
been  for  several  days  previous  in  town.  All 
which  I  certify  on  honor. 

WM.  HAMBLY. 

Witness:  Wm.  S.  Fultoij. 

Private  Se&y  to  Cotn^g  Oen. 

No.  37  d. 

Province  of  West  Florida, 

Town  of  Pemacola^  Sept.  15, 1818. 

In  pursuance  with  an  order  to  me  directed  by 
Colonel  William  King,  civil  and  military  gov- 
ernor of  said  province,  (a  copy  whereof  is  hereto 
annexed,)  I  caused  to  appear  before  me,  at  the 
quarters  of  Captain  Hugn  Young,  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  in  this  town^the  following 
persons,  viz :  Manuel  Qonzaies,  Dr.  Brosnaham, 
William  Cooper,  4.  Dauphin,  —  Skeate,  Fe- 
lippa  Prieto,  Joachim  Barrelas,  P.  Alba,  junior, 
Jose  Bonefi,  (Marian,)  and  Charles  Le  Jeune,  to 
answer,  on  oath,  such  interrogatories^  not  tending 


to  criminate  themselves,  as  might  be  propounded 
to  them  hj  Captain  Young,  relating  to  tne  inter- 
course which  took  place  between  the  late  Span* 
ish  authorities  of  this  province  and  the  hostila 
Indians  during  thev  recent  war  with  the  United 
States. 

JoAOHiM  Barrblas,  being  duly  sworn,  declares 
that  he  has  frequently  seen  parties  of  Indians  in 
the  town  of  Pensacola  since  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1817 ;  says  that  parties  of  Indians  have 
been  provisioned  by  the  late  authorities  at  this 
place  on  several  occasions :  has  frequently  heard 
and  believed  that  the  Indians  were  in  the  habit 
of  bringing  into  this  place  horses,  cattle,  dbc,  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  them  and'  other  plunder. 
Says  he  was  at  Baranea:i  at  the  time  tba.t  Gen- 
eral Jackson  came  to  Pensacola,  io  May  last; 
deponent  acted  there  as  commissary,  and  knows 
that  several  Indians  went  from  town  down  to 
Barancas  with  the  Spanish  forces,  and  took  ref- 
uge in  the  fort ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  several 
small  parties  were  encamped  about  the  Barmn- 
cas;  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  General  Jackson 
before  the  Barancas,  Tapaulca  and  family  were 
also  in  the  fort.  I^Bponent  has  seen  said  ohief 
several  times  in  Pensacola,  and  believes  him  to 
be  either  a  Creek  or  Seminole  Indian ;  that,  while 
deponent  was  at  Barancas,  and  subsequently  to 
the  said  month  of  November,  1817,  he  saw  an 
Indian,  named  Luna,  an  express  from  St.  Marks, 
cross  over  from  Santa  Rosa  ialand  to  Barancas, 
with  despatches  for  the  Governor  bere;  saya 
that,  since  the  said  moDth  of  November,  1817, 
Governor  Mazot,  being  himself  at  Barancas^  did 
order  this  deponent  to  give  rations  to  several  par- 
ties of  Indians  then  there,  of  at  least  from  thirty 
to  forty  strong— men,  women,  and  childreo. 

JOACHIM  BARRELAS. 

Georob  Skeatr,  being  duly  sworn,  declares 
that  he  hss  constantly  resided  in  the  town  of 
'Pensacola  since  November,  1817;  since  whicb 
he  has  repeatedly  seen,  at  different  times,  in  said 
town,  from  thirty  to  forty  Indians;  has  not  seen 
any  ammunition  given  io  the  Indians  within  the 

Keriod  alluded  to;  has  heard  and  believes  that 
orses,  cattle,  &c.,  were  brought  into  this  place 
by  the  Indians  and  sold,  which  deponent  however 
did  not  see.  Deponent  believes  that  the  late 
Governor  (Mazot)  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
several  murders  that  were  committed  on  the  neigh- 
boring American  frontier ;  knows  of  no  supplies 
furnished  by  order  of  the  Spanish  Government 
since  about  the  month  of  March,  1817,  when  a 
supply  of  knives^a  few  blankets,  and  some  copper 
kettles,  were  furnished  and  delivered  to  a  party 
of  Indians^  for  the  purpose,  as  was  then  said,  of 
acting  against  the  insurgents  who  were  expected ; 
that  the  said  party  of  Indians  shortly  disappeared, 
and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them.  Deponent 
saw,  on  the  day  that  Major  Youngs  attacked  a 
party  of  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  town, 
a  number  of  Indians  who  he  believes  were  sent 
(or  went  themselves)  across  the  bay  in  a  boat 
belonging  to  Don  Antonio  Molina,  captain  of  the 
port.  GttORQB  SKEATE. 
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Gba»ls8  Lb  JmoMR  being  Mj  sworn,  deelares 

that  he  has  resided  in  Pensacola  since  Norember, 
1817  >  since  which  he  has  freqaently  seen  in  this 
town  or  its  vicinity  parties  of  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred Indians  encamped;  that  these  parties  were 
armed  either  with  rifles  or  with  the  arms  that  were 
furnished  them  bj  the  English ;  that  although  he 
cannot  state  that  these  parties  had  received  am- 
munition from  the  Spanish  Government  here,  he 
nevertheless  can  and  doer  state  that  the  said  par- 
ties were  provisioned  from  the  King's  stores  by 
Prieto,  King's  storekeeper ;  that,  previous  to  No- 
Tember,  1817,  the  Government  was  regularly  in 
the  habit  of  giving  out  ammaoition  to  the  Indi- 
ans from  a  store  which  was  expressly  for  that 
purpose  here ;  that,  on  the  day  that  Major  Youngs 
attacired  the  Indians  near  this  town,  there  was  a 
considerable  number  encamped  near  the  water 
side  in  town,  who,  upon  hearing  the  report  of 
lire-arms,  crossed  the  bay  in  their  own  boats,  and 
in  other  larger  boats  belonging  to  others. 

CARLOS  LE  JEUNE. 

W11.UUII  CooPSB,  being  duly  sworn,  declares 
that  he  has  resided  in  Pensacola  since  November, 
1817;  during  which  period  he  has  frequently 
seen  in  town  and  its  vicinity  several  parties  of 
Indians;  saw  one  in  particular  with  some  sheet 
lead,  and  has  heard  that  the  Indians  had  intro- 
duced  some  clothes  in  town  that  looked  like  Amer- 
ican manufacture ;  states  also  that,  Tapaulca  was 
%  JRed  Stick  chief,  and  had  been  frequently  about 
Pensacola  for  several  years  pas!c. 

WILLIAM  COOPER. 

Pbnsacola.  September  19, 1818. 

I  certify  that  the  aforegoing  depositions  were 
sworn  to  and  sabseribed  before  me,  on  this  day. 

M.  McKENNEY,  Sen.,  jr.  P. 

No.  37  c. 

Joan  DuFFT,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
follows: 

ftttestion.  Have  you  resided'in  and  about  Pen- 
sacola since  November,  1817  ? 

Answer.  1  have. 

^  Have  you  seen  in  said,  town  or  its  vicinity, 
within  or  since  that  period,  any  Indians  ? 

A.  I  have. 

d.  How  many  did  you  see  at  any  particular 
time  ? 

A.  About  the  latter  end  of  that  Spring  I  saw 
in  town  from  fifty  to  sixty  Indians;  but  few  of 
these  were  armed,  because  they  were  prohibited 
eoming  into  town  armed.  I  suppose  their  arms 
were  leO  in  their  camps  in  the  neighborhood. 

ft.  How  did  these  Indians  subsist  themselves, 
and  how  did  they  procure  ammunition  7 

A.  Probably  from  the  Government  here;  of 
this,  however,  I  am  not  certain. 

QU  Did  you  see  anv  horses,  cattle,  or  other 
plunder,  brought  into  this  place  by  tbe'Iodians? 

A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  Indians  were  in  Pensacola 
and  its  neighborhood  at  the  time  that  Major 
ToottfliB  atucked  a  party  near  this  town  I 

A.  Of  all  descriptions,  viz :  men,  women,  and 


children,  there  must  have  been  a  considerable 
number;  not  less,  probably,  than  one  hundred 
and  fi^or  siztv. 

ft.  When  Major  Youngs  attacked  a  party 
near  town,  how  did  those  in  town  find  means  to 
escape  across  the  bay  ? 

A.  I  have  understood  and  believe  that  they 
were  sent  across  the  bay  by  order  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

SANTIAGO  DAUPHIN. 

A  true  copy :  R.  K.  CALL,  A.  />.  C. 

JoasPB  BoNKFi,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
follows,  viz : 

ftuestion*  Have  you  lived  in  Pensacola  since 
November,  1817  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

ft  Have  you  not,  between  that  period  and  the 
approach  of  the  American  forces  under  Major 
General  Jackson,  repeatedly  seen  divers  parties 
of  hostile  Indians  in  this  town  or  its  neighbor- 
hood? 

A.  I  have.  Indeed,  between  the  said  month 
of  November  and  the  time  that  the  hostile  party 
surrendered  to  Major  Youn^,  tliere  were  more 
or  less  in  town ;  sometimes  in  numbers  consid- 
erable, sometimes  fewer. 

ft  now  or  by  whom  Were  those  Indians  sub- 
sisted; and  from  whom  or  by  what  means  did 
they  procure  ammunition  and  other  warlike 
stores  or  weapons  7 

A.  I  have  understood  and  do  believe  that  they 
were  fed  by  the  Government  here;  as  to  ammu- 
nition, ^.,  I  cannot  state  how  they  procured 
supplies,  ezcept  it  might  have  been  from  the 
stores  about  town. 

ft.  Have  you  seen  or  been  informed  of  any 
horses,  cattle,  or  other  plunder^  having  been  brough  t 
in  here  by  tne  Indians  withm  the  time  above  al- 
luded to? 

A.  Na  JOSEPH  BONBFI. 

PENaACOLA. 

Both  depositions  sworn  to  and  subscribed  be- 
fore me,  the  19tb  September,  1818. 

M.  McKBNNfiY,  Sen.,  /.  P. 

A  true  copy :  R,  K.  CALL,  A.  D.  C. 

No.  S7/. 

PtsiiRB  SsNAC,  being  solemnly  sworn,  declares 
as  follows :  That  he  has  resided  in  the  town  of 
Pensacola  constantljr  since  the  month  of  Novem* 
her  last  past;  that,  since  that  time,  and  until  the 
arrival  of  Major  Younffs  near  this  town,  there 
were  always  considerable  numbers  of  hostile  In- 
dians in  or  near  the  town ;  that,  one  many  occa- 
sions within  tbat  period,  he  has  seen  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  Indians  here; 
that  their  forces  were  regularly  provisioned  from 
the  King's  store  here;   that  he  has  seen  large 

?[oantities  of  sheet  lead  in  the  possession  of  the 
ndians.  and  considers  it  as  greatly  resembling 
the  lead  aprons  of  cannon-;  that  the  Government 
must  have  furnished  the  lead  in  question,  as  there 
were  no  other  means  here  of  getting  such  lead,  and 
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4bat  the  Mid  letd  wu  mn  off  into  baUt.  whidi 
this  depoiMDt  taw ;  ihat,  on  the  dav  Maj.  Yoaags 
attacked  a  party  of  IndiaDs  near  this  town,  there 
were  then  in  town  a  eoofiderabie  number  mere, 
who  were  sent  aoross  the  bay  in  boats  proridea 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Spanish  Gk)¥ernor. 

Deponent  fiirther  states  that,  about  the  first  of 
Mafcn  last  past,  three  consiuerabie  parties  of 
hostile  Indians — one  party  under  the  command 
of  liBon  Leeassier,  another  under  the  command 
of  Amaud  Gilmer,  (both  lieuteoaou  ia  His 
Catholic  Majestv's  service,)  and  the  third  com- 
manded by  an  Indian  chief— retired  out  of  this 
town,  and  went  down  towards  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Baraneas,  where  provisions  and  ammu- 
nition were  regularly  supplied  them  by  the  Span- 
ish Qovernment ;  that  the  said  Indians  were 
armed  with  guns  which  they  had  received  from 
the  English  during  the  late  war,  and  that  they 
remained  encamped  within  from  one  Co  three 
leagues  of  Baraneas  for  the  space  of  nearly  a 
month;  that  these  Indians,  besides  being  armed 
wiih  guns,  had  also  tomahawks,  which  deponent 
understood  and  believes  were  furnished  by  John 
Innerarity ;  and  that,  when  the  Government 
caused  the  said  parties  to  be  thus  assembled  and 
equipped,  they  were  collected  at  Baraneas  for 
the  purpose,  as  deponent  conceives,  of  eluding  the 
vigilance  of  sucn  individuals  in  Pensacola  as 
would  not  concur  in  such  measures. 

Deponent  further  states  thatf  ainoe  the  said 
monia  of  November  last  past,  he  has  seen  broaght 
in  here  by  the  Indians  a  quantity  of  oottoaade 
and  womoa'e  eloihiag,  brought  or  said  to  have 
been  brought  from  the  American  frontier;  that 
these  thinf^s  were  publicly  sold  in  this  town,  not- 
withstanding it  was  notoriously  known  here  that 
those  articles  and  property  had  just  been  taken, 
from  those  whom,  the  Indians  had  killed  on  the 
American  frontier.  P.  SENAC. 

Attest:  J.  ROBINSON, 

Interpreter^  Peneacola. 

Sworn  to  aad  subscribed  before  me,  this  19ih 
day  of  September,  1818. 

M.  MoKBNNBY,  Sen.,  J.  P. 


No.  37  g. 

Joaa  £.  Caro,  a  citizen  of  Penkacola,  being 
a  worn,  states  that,  early  in  the  present  year, 
(1818,)  a  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  ia  Pea- 
tacolai  their  numbers  not  known,  but  probably 
fifty  I  that,  on  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the 
American  army  under  General  Jaeksen,  the 
.Governor  of  Pensaoola  furnished  those  Indiaae 
with  provision  and  ammuoition,  and  seat  them 
in  public  boats  ajcross  the  bay;  the  deponent 
saw  the  rations  issued  aad  the  party  embarked. 
The  deponent  further  states  that,  subsequent  to 
this,  he  saw  three  parties  of  hostile  Indians  fur/ 
nished  with  provisions,  the  ostensible  oi^ect  oT 
which  was  to  enable  those  Indians  to  march  to 
the  interior  and  give  themselves  up,  but  it  was 
very  generally  believed  that  those  Indians  had 
aa  such  inieaiion.    The  depooaat  aaw  ihosa  la-. 


diaaa  set  one,  aad  atetes  that  they  had  their 
arauk 

JOSE  ESTBVAN  CARO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Pensn- 
cola,  10th  September,  1818. 

H.  YOUNG,  Copt.  Thp.  Bng. 

No.  37iL 

Cbarlbs  Ba&on,  a  resident  of  Pensaoola,  being 
sworn,  states  that,  about  the  latter  end  of ' Apru 
or  beginning  of  May,  1818,  a  party  of  Indians, 
amounting  to  near  one  hundred,  were  in  Pensa- 
cola  with  a  quantity  of  plunder  which,  it  was 

?[enerally  believed,  was  uken  at  the  time  Sloke's 
amily  were  murdered  on  the  Escambia.  The 
Indiaus  sold  this  plunder  openly  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pensacola,  and  the  deponent  could  not 
learn  that  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Pensaoola 
made  any  inquiries  respecting  it.  The  deponent 
further  states  that,  at  several  times  in  the  pres- 
ent year,  j[  1818,)  he  saw  parties  of  Indians  fur- 
nished with  provisions  and  ammunition  froia 
the  King's  storea;  but  he  daos  not  veMlkot  the 
dates  of  these  transactions*  The  deponoDt  far- 
ther states  that  he  has  fce<}««itiy  heard  Spaaish 
offieeea  at  Penaacoia  justify  the  eonduot  of  Che 
Indiana  towards  the  united  StaHs,  maiiiilntio| 
in  their  eonvenatioa  a  decided  hostility  towMvs 
the  AflMricaas. 

CARLOS  BARON. 

Swora  before  me,  at  Pensacota^  September  18, 
1818. 

H.  TOUNG,  Copt.  Top.  Eng. 

No.  88. 

QemralJackem  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

HaAoa'Ae,  Diviaioif  or  thb  South, 
Tort  Gadsden,  March  35, 1818. 

Sia:  At  seven  oV;lock  P.  M.,  on  the  9th  in- 
stant, I  reached  Fort  tSeott  with  the  beifaide  of 
Georgia  militia,  nine  hundred  bayonen  strong, 
and  some  of  the  friendly  Greeks  who  had  joined 
me  on  my  march  a  few  days  before,  where,  Aad- 
ing  but  one  quart  of  corn  per  man  and  a  few 
poor  cattle,  which,  added  to  the  11  vo  pork  I 
brought  aloog,^  would  give  us  three  days'  rattoss 
9f  meat,  determined  me  at  once  to  use  this  small 
supply  to  the  best  advantage.  Aceordintfly,hav- 
ing  been  advised  by  Colonel  Gibson,  Qiiarter- 
OMster  Geaeral,  that  he  would  sail  from  New 
Orleans  on  the  12th  February,  with  the  aupplies, 
and  being  also  advised  that  t^o  sloops,  with  pro- 
visions, were  in  the  bay,  aad  an  officer  had  been 
despatched  from  Fort  Scott,  in  a  large  keel«4ioat, 
to  bring  up  a  part  of  their  lading,  aad  deeming 
that  the  preservation  of  those  8Uj»plies  would. be 
to  preserve  the  army,  and  enable  me  to  pn>a06ute 
the  campaign,  I  assumed  the  4»>mmaAd  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th,  ordered  the  live  stock 
slaughtered  and  issued  to  the  troops,  with  one 
quart  of  corn  to  each  man,  and  the  line  ^  march 
to  be  taken  up  at  twelve,  meridian.  Havia^  to 
cross  the  Flint  river,  and  it  being  verjr  high, 
combined  with  some  neglect  in  retmumf  Ibe 
boats  dnri«^  a  very  dark  night,  I  wiaa  oane  to 
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nwF«  from  tkt  oppoilte  btak  QBtil  niot  o'eloek 
on  the  moniiw  of  tke  llth|  when  I  took  op  any 
luio  of  mrck  down  tbt  oost  book  of  tho  river  for 
tkk  i>bict«  tooohioff  tbe  rirer  ao  ofito  «a  pvoeti- 
cobk,  looking  for  tho  proriaioo  boat  whiek  was 
oioeadiog)  aod  wbiok  1  was  fortuoate  eoough  to 
Beet  00  Ihel3th  iottaot,  when  I  ordered  an  extra 
ratioo  to  the  tioope,  they  oot  havinf  receirod  a 
fttU  one  of  meal  or  flour  sinee  their  arrival  at 
Sort  Bariy«  Oo  thai  dar  my  palroles  captored 
thno  prisoners,  aod  fooad  some  hidden  coro.  On 
the  iBorninf  of  tho  14th  I  ordered  tho  boat  down 
iho  rtTor  lo  thi*  piace^  whilst  I  deseeoded  by 
bMidf  and  reaehed  her^  withoot  interroptioo,  on 
tko  morning  of  the  16th«  The  eftiffihility  of  this 
spot  as  a  depot  deteraained  me^  and  I  immediately 
diiaoted  ny  aid-de-oaqapi  Lientaaant  Qndsden, 
of  iho  engineer  corps,  to  fntnish  a  nlan  for  and 
anperuMend  the  ereotlon  of  n  foriiacatton.  His 
talents  and  indefatigable  seal  displayed  in  tbe 
exoention  of  thia  order  indoeed  me  to  nam*  it 
Port  Qadsden,  to  whieh  he  is  jastiy  entitled. 

On  my  anrl?albere^  I  immedialely  despateh«d 
tiio  boat  to  tho  bay  for  the  balnnee  of  prorisions 
kiwwtt  to  bo  there,  and  to  aseoriaia  wnetber  tbe 
teiUla  in  oharffo  of  Cokmol  Qibsoa  had  reaehed 
there;  nnd  which  retamed  on  tbe  19th,  with  tbe 
miplensing  intelligenee  thai  nothing  had  been 
hoard  of  tho  flotflla  from  Now-  Ormaa  sinoe  it 
was  seen  passing  Fort  Bowyei.  I  immediately 
pot  the  troops  on  half  rations,  nnd  poshed  tho 
eoBplMioa  of  tho  Ibrf  Ibr  the  proteoiion.  of  the 
pronsiotts(  in  tho  eveat  of  their  arrival,  iatoad- 
ing"  to  mareh  forthwith  to  tho  heart  of  the  ene^ 
my,  and  endeavor  to  subsist  opon  him.  In  tho 
meantisie,  I  despatched  Major  Fanning^  of  the 
eorpe  of  artillery,  to  tako:  aaother  look  into  the 
boy}  wboeorotufo,  on  the  morning  of  theSSd, 
brought  the  information  that  €k>looel  Qibson, 
with  one  goobonland  three tmnsports,  and  others 
iosighL  wore  in  tho  bay.  On  the  same  niffhi  I 
reeeivea  other  iDformaiioa  that  no  more  hM  at- 
rived.  I  am,  therefoie,  appethensive  thai  some 
of  the  imnller  vessels  have  been  lost^  as  one  gun- 
boat wool  10  pieoes^  and  noother,  when  last  spo- 
ken, had  one  root  water  in  her  hold.  AM  of  the 
vessels  had  bean  spoken  after  the  gale  which  dis* 
persed  them.  A  north  lind  northwest  wind  has 
prevailed  for  six  days,bat  has  fortunately  changed 
this  morning.  I  am  now  awaiting  a  boat  from 
the  bay,  (which  is  expected  to-day,;  to  complete 
eight  days*^  rations  for  my  troops,  upon  which  I 
mean  to  mxreh. 

Frominformation  reteived  from  Pensacoia  and 
Il«w  Orleaosy  1  have  nodoobt  bii«  that  St. Mark's 
ie  ia  possession  of  the  Indians.  The  Gk>venior 
of  Peneaeohi  informed  Captain  Call;  of  thr  first 
inftmtry,  (now  here,)  that  the  Indians  had  de- 
mandeo  arms,  ammnaition,  and  provisions,  <Nrthe 
possession  of  the  garrison  of  »t.  Mark'*  of  the 
eommandanc,  and  that  he  presumed  possession 
would  be  given  from  inability  to  defeoo  it.  The 
Spanish  uovernment  is  bound  by  treaty  to  keep 
tho  Indians  at  peace  with  us;  thev  have  ao* 
knowledged  their  iocompetency  to<  do  this,  and 
are  conseqnenily  boond  by  the  kiw  of  nature 


nations  to  yiald  us  all  faciiitSes  to  reduce  them. 
Under  this  consideration,  should  I  bo  able,  I  will 
take  possession  of  the  garrison  as  a  depot  for  my 
supplies,  should  it  be  found  in  tbe  hands  of  tho 
Spanish  garrison,  they  having  sopplied  tbe  In- 
dians ;  but  if  in  tbe  hands  of  our  enemy,  I  will 
possess  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  necessary  position  for  me  to  hold,  to  give  peace 
aad  seouriiy  to  this  frontier,  and  put  a  final  end 
to  Indian  warfare  in  tbe  Sooth. 

Finding  it  very  diflBksult  to  supply  Fort  Craw- 
ford, on  the  Conecuh  river,  by  laald,  I  have  order^ 
ed  tbe  suppliee  for  that  garrison  by  water,  and 
written  to  tbe  Qovernor  of  Pensacola  that  if  ho 
iaterropts  them  durii^  the  present  Indian  war,  I 
shall  view  it  ae  aiding  o«r  enemy,  and  treat  it  at 
an  act  of  hostility ;  and  slated  to  him  the  propria 
ety;  onder  existing  circomstnnees,  of  his  aflfording 
all  facilities  to  put  down  their  own  as  well  as  our 
enemies,  and  tliat  our  Gbvernments,  whilst  nego- 
tiating, can  ti^ke  this  subject  under  consideration ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  our  provisions  must  pass 
to  Fert  Crawford  without  inierraptioa. 

in  mine  of  the  Idih  February,  (rem  Hartfordg 
I  informed  you  of  the  measures  adopted  to  pro- 
cure supplies,  aad  in  my  last  of  the  S6th,  from 
Fort  Bany,  I  informed  vou  of  their  situation.  To 
those  cooMeoniealions  I  bef  leave  to  refer  you.  t 
have  only  to  add,  that  I  left  Fort  Early  for  Fori 
Seott,  and  subsisted  my  troops  on  ground  peact 
corn,  and  somo  pork,'  that  I  could  oeeasionally 

Erocure  from  the  Indians,  with  some  pork  that  I 
ad  on  foot,  tbe  whole  subsistence  for  man  and 
horse  not  costing  five  hundred  dollars.  Of  alt  the 
supplies  purchased  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Scott, 
and  the  support  of  the  Oeorgia  militia,  not  one 
pound  was  received  until  X  passed  Fort  Scott.  I 
said  in  my  last  that  blame  rested  somewhere ;  the 
cause  of  those  failures  will  in  dfie  time  be  a  sub- 
ject of  investigation,  and  Colonel  Brearly  has 
been  arrested  on  the  application  of  Geo.  Gaines. 
By  some  strange  fatality,  unaccountable  to  me^ 
the  Tennessee  volunteers  have  not  yet  joined  me. 
Tbey  promptly  left  their  homes,  and  through  the 
inclement  weather  reached  Fort  Mitchell,  where 
I  had  ordered  them  supplies,  and  where  Colonel 
Hayne,  who  led  thero,  tnet  my  instructions  to  pass 
by  Fort  Gaines,  wbere  he  would  get  a  supply  of 
corn  that  would  enable  him  to  reach  Fort  Scott : 
but  tbe  idea  of  starvation  had  stalked  abroad;  a 
panic  appears  to  have  spread  itself  every  where^ 
and  he  was  told  that  they  were  starving  at  Forts 
Gkines  and  Scott,  and  was  induced  to  pass  iato 
Georgia  for  supplies.  His  men  and  omcers,  as 
reported  to  me,  were  willing  to  risk  the  worst 
of  consequences  on  what  they  had  to  join  me ; 
however,  they  have  been  marched  from  their 
supplies,  to  a  country  stripped  of  them,  when 
every  consideration  should  have  induced  his  ad- 
visers to  have  urged  him  on  to  secure  the  supplies 
in  the  bay,  and  preserved  themselves  and  Fort 
Scott  froia  starvation.  I  have  a  hope  that  they 
will  join  me  before  I  reach.  St.  Mark's,  or  the 
Mickasnky  towns  ^  this  would  be  desirable,  as  the 
troops  erdiered  from  New  Orleans  to  protect  the 
supplies  have  not  reached  iho  hay:,  and  leaving 
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garrwons  at  Foru  Scott  and  Gadcdeo  waakeos 
my  force  much,  the  whole  effective  strengtb  of 
the  regulare  being  but  three  boodred  aod  sixty 
privates. 

In  mine  of  the  a6th  ultimo,  from  Fort  Early,  I 
informed  you  that  despatchet  received  by  Gene* 
ral  Gainet  on  the  Idth  ultimo  from  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Scott  induced  him  to  let  out 
that  night  for  Fort  Scott,  to  prevent  its  abandon- 
ment, &c.  In  his  passage  down  the  Flint  river 
ha  was  shipwrecked,  by  which  he  lost  bis  assist- 
ant adjutaot  general.  Major  C.  Wright,  and  two 
soldiers,  (drowned.)  The  General  reached  me 
six  days  after,  nearly  exhausted  with  hunger  and 
cold,  having  loet  bis  baggage  and  clothing,  and 
being  com^led  to  wander  in  the  woods  four  and 
a  biuf  da]rs  without  anjrthing  to  subsist  on,  or 
any  clothing  excej^  a  pair  of  pantaloons.  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  he  is 
now  with  me  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  in  good 
health. 

The  great  scarcity  of  subaltera  officers  in  the 
4th  and  7th  regimenu  of  infantry  has  induced  me 
to  appoint  several  young  men  (present)  as  second 
lieutenants  in  those  regiments,  who,  from  person- 
al knowledge  and  good  recommendations,  I  have 
no  doubt  will  prove  themselves  worthy }  and  trust 
the  measure  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
President.  A  list  of  their  oames^  and  the  regi*- 
ments  to  which  they  are  attached,  will  be  furnish* 
ed  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general  by  my  ad- 
jutant general.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4tc. 

A.  JACKSON,  MaJ.  Gm. 

Hon.  JoBM  C.  Calboun.  / 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  boat  from  the 
Dav  has  arrived  with  provisions,  also  Colonel 
Qioson  and  Captain  McKeever  of  the  navy.  I 
shall  move  to-morrow,  having  made  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  with  Captain  McKeever  for 
his  co-operation  in  transporting  my  supplies 
around  to  the  bavof  St.  Mark,  from  which  place 
I  shall  do  mvseff  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you.  Should  our  enemy  attempt  to  escape  with 
his  supplies  and  booty  to  the  small  islands,  and 
frokn  thence  to  carry  on  a  predatory  warfare,  the 
assistance  of  the  navy '  will  prevent  his  escape. 
General  William  Mcintosh,  commanding  the 
friendly  Creeks  who  had  been  ordered  to  recon- 
noitre the  right  bank  of  the  Appalachicola,  re- 
ported to  me  on  the  19th  instant  that  he  had  cap- 
tured, without  the  Ore  of  a  gun,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  women  and  children,  and  fifty-three  war- 
riors of  the  Red  Ground  chiefs  party,  with  their 
cattle  and  supplies;  the  chief  and  thirty  warriors 
making  their  escape  on  horseback:  ten  of  the 
warriors,  attempting  their  escape  after  they  had 
surrendered,  were  killed  by  the  General. 

A.  J. 

No.  39. 

Cfeneral  J4iek9on  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

HBAoa'aa,  DiviaiON  or  tbb  Soutb, 
Fort  Ahntgomery,  June  d,  1818. 

Bib  :  The  Seminole  war  having  lerminatedi  I 


deem  it  poHtic  and  advisable  to  sand  to  Wash- 
iagtoB  John  Blunt  and  his  Indian  comrades,  who 
have  acted  as  pilota  to  me  during  the  late  cam* 
paign.  John  Blunt  is  a  Tuckabatchee  Indian, 
nas  long  been  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and, 
in  consequence  of  his  opposition  to  the  Red  Stick 
party  during  the  Creek  war,  has  drawn  down 
upon  himself  their  vengeance  daring  the  laia 
contest.  His  settlement  being  in  an  exposed  sit- 
imtion  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  he  was  earir 
attacked  by  the  Beminoles,  his  propertv  destroyed, 
and  his  family  rifled  from  htm.  Alone  he  as* 
caped,  and  fled  to  Fort  Scott,  wh^re,  joining  the 
American  sundard,  he  has  proven  hiinself  a  moat 
zealous  friend  and  faithful  pilot  to  this  period. 
In  justice  to  him,  I  am  bound  to  state  that,  to  his 
correct  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  sealoaa 
attachment  to  the  cause  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged, am  I  measurably  indebted  for  the  svoceea 
of  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Hambly  aeeompanies  John  Blunt.  Mr. 
Hambl/  is  a  Banish  subject  by  birth,  aad  haa 
long  been  a  resident  as  a  trader  on  the  Appala- 
chicola river.  In  consequence  of  his  attachaaant 
lo  the  American  cause,  and  hisactive  exeniona 
to  check  the  hostile  feelings  of  those  Indians  dis» 
poaed  to  war  against  the  united  States,  lie  draw 
down  upon  himself  and  family  their  vengeance. 
He  waa  forcibly  taken  from  hie  home  at  an  early 
period  of  the  war ;  his  property,  goods,  aad  ne- 
groes taken  from  him,  aad  he  violently  trans- 
ported &om  Miokasuky,SuwaBae,and  St.  Mark's, 
until  finally  relieved  by  Captain  McKeever,  of 
the  American  navy.  Since  which  period,  ha  has 
been  attached  to  my  army  as  Indian  interpreter* 
You  will  find  him  an  honest  and  faithful  friend 
to  our  Government,  and  valnabie  for  the  infor- 
mation which  he  ean  afford  of  Spanish  policy 
and  intrigne.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
transactions  of  foreign  ngents  in  this  country,  of 
their  practices,  dbe.^  and  how  far  encouraged  by 
the  Spanish  authortties,  dbc. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant,. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Afi^.  QttL  CQifMNancfiiif. 

The  Hen.  J.  C.  Calboun, 

Secretmrffqf  War. 

No.  40. 
General  Jaekmm  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

llaADa^BB,  DiviaioM  of  tbb  Soutb. 
Camp  near  St.  Marl^e^  April  3, 1818. 

Sib:  I  wrote  vott  from  Fort  Gadsdea,  commu- 
nicating the  embarrassments  under  which  I  had 
labored  previous  to  my  arrival  at  that  post,  and 
my  determinntion,  bein^  then  in  a  situation  to 
commence  active  operations,  to  penetrate  imme- 
diately into  the  centre  of  tne  Beminole  towns. 
My  army  marched  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  on  the 
1st  of  April  was  reinforced  by  the  friendly  Creek 
warriors  under  General  Mcintosh,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  Tennessee  volunteers,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Elliott.  On  the  same  day^  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  advance  of  the  Mickasukian  villageM^  a 
small  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  discovered 
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jiiiMoasly  located  on  a  poMt  of  land  ptojoedog 
i«to  an  exleaMTo  manhy  pond— Hho  poMiion  de- 
8i|^Qated«  ma  nneo  andentiMd,  for  tiie  coneeniral- 
iog  of  tli«  negro  and  Indian  forces  to  give  as 
batile.  They  nainiaincd  ior  a  short  period  a 
apif ited  attack  from  my  adfaneed  spy  companies, 
D«t  flod  and  dispersed  in  orery  direction  upon 
coming  iit  contact  with  my  flank  eolnmns,  and 
discovering  a  morement  to  encircle  ihcm.  Th< 
pursuit  was  continued  through  the  Midkasnkiaa 
towns,  until  night  compelled  me  to  cncnmp  my 
aroay.  The  next  day  detachmente  were  sent  out 
in  every  direction  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  so* 
core  all  s^i^iies  found,  nnd  reduce  to  ashes  the 
villager  Thisduty  was  exeonted  to  my  satisfiu- 
tiion  I  Boarly  three  hundred  honses  were  oon« 
sumed,  and  thegfeatestahundancoof  com,  cattle^ 
dbc.  brought  in.  Brery  indication  of  a  hostile 
spirit  was  found  in  the  habitations  of  the  chii^ ; 
in  the  council-houses  of  Kenhogte's  town^  the 
king  of  the  Mkkasuktans,  mere.than  fifty  fresh 
sealps  were  found ;  and  ia  the  centre  of  the  puh- 
lic  square,  the  old  Red  Stick's  standard,  a  red 
pole  was  erected,  crowned  with  sciilps,  recognised 
by  the  bair  as  torn  from  the  l^ads  of  the  unfortu- 
nrnto  eompanions  of  Scott. 

Aa  1  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  portioa  of  the 
hostile  ladians  had  fled  to  St.  Mark's,  I  directed 
nay  flsafch  towatds  that  fortreas.  As  advised,'' I 
found  that  the  Indians  and  negrocfrcombioed  had 
deoaanded  thesnneader  of  that  work.  The  Span- 
ish garrison  was  loo  weak  to  defend  it ;  and  there 
were  circnmatanees  reported,  jproducin^  a  strong 
conviction  in  my  mind  that,  it  not  instigated  by 
the  Spanish  anthosities,  tbe  Indians  had  received 
the  means  of  carrying  on  the  .war  from  that  quar* 
tec ;  foreign  agents,  who  bare  been  long  practise 
ing  their  mtrigoes  and  villanies  in  this  country, 
had  free  access  into  the  camp ;  St.  Mark's  was 
necei^ryas  a  depot  to  insore  success  to  my  oper- 
ations. These  considerations  detfrmined  me  to 
occupy  it  with  an  American  force.  An  inventory 
of  the  Spanish  property,  munitions  of  war,  dto., 
has  been  taken  and  receipted  lor,  and  the  com- 
mandant and  garrison  furbished  with  Jtnnsporta- 
tion  to  Pensacola.  My  correspondenae  with  the 
Spanish  commandant,  the  evidences  under  which 
I  acted,  and  a  detailed  account  of  my  operations, 
will  be  furnished  yon  asearly  as  practicable.  Suc- 
cess depends  upon  the  rapidity  of  my  moremenu; 
and  to-morrow  I  sball  march  for  tbe  Suwanee 
river,  the  destroy  mg  the  establishments  on  which 
will,  in  my  opinion,  nut  a  final  close  to  this  savage 
war.  Captain  Mc£eever,  of  tbe  navy,  cruising 
at  my  request  on  tbis  coast,  has  been  fortunate 
enough  in  securing  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hadio,  the 
great  propbet,  and  Homatblemico,  an  pld  Red 
Stick.  They  visited  his  vessels,  under  an  impres- 
sion that  they  were  Bn^lisb,  from  whom,  as  they 
stated,  supplies  of  munitions  of  war,  ^c,  under 
late  promises,  were  expected.  Arbuthnot,  a 
Scotchman,  and  suspected  as  one  of  tbe  instiga- 
tors of  this  savage  war,  was  found  in  St.  Marias; 
he  is  in  confinement  until  evidences  of  guilt  can 
be  collected.    With  respect,  d^c. 

A.  JACKSON,  Jlf^y,  (^    . 


No.  41. 
General  Jackson  to  F,  C.  Luengo. 

HEAo'aRs,  Division  of  thb  South, 
Btfare  St.  Mark's,  April  6, 1818. 

Sin :  To  chastise  a  savage  foe,  who,  combined 
with  a  lawleas  band  of  negro  brigands,  have,  for 
some  time  past,  been  carrylnf^  on  a  cruel  and 
unprovoked  war  against  the  cilnensof  the  United 
States,  has  compelled  the  President  to  direct  me 
to  march  my  army  into  Florida.  I  have  pene* 
trated  to  the  Mickasuky  towns,  and  reduced  tbena 
to  ashes. 

In  these  towns  I  found  many  indications  of  a 
hostile  snirit.  On  a  red  pole,  in  the  centre  of  the 
council-house  of  Kenbegee's  town,  more  than 
fifty  fresh  scalps  of  all  ages,  from  the  infiint  to 
the  aged  matron,  were  found  suspended. 

In  addition  to  this,  upwards  of  three  hundred 
old  scalps  were  found  in.  the  dwellings  of  the 
different  chiefs  settled  on  the  Mickasuky  pond. 
Those  barbarians  who  have  escaped  death  have 
fled.    From  Information  communicated  by  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  to  two  of  my  captains, 
(Gordon  and  Call,)  I  was  induced  to  believe  that 
they  had  fled  to  St.  Mark's  for  protection.    The 
Governor  stated  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  had 
demanded  of  von  large  supplies  of  munitions  of 
war,  with  a  tnreat,  in  tbe  event  of  a  refusal*  of 
taking  possession  of  your  fortress.    He  furtner 
expressed  an  apprehension  that,  from  your  de- 
fenceless state,  they  were  already  in  possession 
of  St.  Mark's.    The  wife  of  Chenubby,  a  noted 
chief,  now  a  prisoner  in  my  camp,  informed  me 
that  the  hostile  Indians  and  negroes  obtained  their 
supply  of  ammunition  from  St.  Mark's. 
]  To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  so  gross  a  viola- 
tion oi  neutrality,  and  to  exclude  our  savage  eh* 
emiesfrom  so  stronga  hold  as  St.  Mark's,  I  deemed 
it  expedient  to  garrison  that  fortress  with  Amer- 
ican troops  until  the  close  of  the  present  war. 
This  measure  is  justifiable  on  the  immutable 
principle  of  self-deieoce,  and  cannot  but  be  satis- 
factory,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  His 
Catholic  Msjestv  the  King  of  Spain.    Under 
existing  treaties  between  our  two  Governments, 
the  King  of  Spain  is  bound  to  preserve  in  peace, 
with  tl^e  citizens  pf  the  United  States,  not  only 
his  own  subjects,  but  all  Indian  tribes  residing 
within  his  territory.    When  called  upon  to  fuUu 
that  part  of  the  treaty  in  relation  to  a  savage  tribe 
who  have  long  depredated,  with  impunity,  on  the 
American  frontier,  incompetency  is  alle^d,.^ith 
an  acknowledgment  that  the  ^ame  tribe  have 
acted  in  open  hostility  to  tbe  laws,  and  Invaded 
the  rights  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.    As  a  mutual 
enemy,  therefore,  it  is  expected  that  every  facility 
will  be  afiforded  by  tbe  agents  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  to  chastise  these  lawless  and  inhuman 
savsffes.    In  this  li|^ht  is  the  possession  of  St* 
Mark's  by  the  American  forces  to  be  viewed.     . 

I  come  not  as  the  enemy,  but  as  the  friend  of 
Spain.  Spanish  rights  and  property  will  be  re- 
spected. The  property  and  rights  of  Spanish 
subjects  will  be  guarantied  them.  An  inventory 
pf  all  public  property,  munitions  of  war,  d^c. 
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shall  be  made  out,  and  certffled  by  an  officer  ap- 
pointed )>]r  each  of  us,  and  a  receipt  given  for 
the  same,  to  be  accounted  for  to  fijs  Catholic 
Ma^estf  by  the  United  States.  The  subject  of 
my  possession- of  the  garris^u  of  St.  Mark's  will 
b»  referred  to  our  respeetive  QoverDneaiS'  for 
andeable  a^ustment*  Some  armed  vessels  of 
tli«  Oniied  States  ate  in  the  bay  of  St*  Mark,  with 
ihtom  I  wish  to  eommmieate.  Yow  witt,  I  irutc, 
furnish  me  with  a  small  vessel  to  convey  a  letter 
as  well  as  some  sick  and  wounded  that  are  with 
«a>  As  our  mutual  savage  enemies  are  concen- 
trating their  forces  near  or  od  the  Suwanee,  an 
early  and  prompt  answer  is  requested  to  this 
ftetier.  with  an  English  translation,  as  neither 
mifseif  Bov  staff  are  aoqttainte#  with  the  Spanisih. 
This  will  be  haaded  you  by  my  aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  James  Qadsden,  by  whom  an  answer 
is  expeoted.    I  have,  dkc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
JIf (^dr  Gen.  camfnanUng^, 

The  GoM'ito  OrricBE  at  St  Marl^t. 

-   No.  42. 

F,  C«  Luengf  U  (hmrttlJmekam* 

8t«  Maes'*  of  Afpa^obv, 

ilprii7, 181& 

MofftBjOBlLeifTSm:  Being  made  to  under* 
stand,  although  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  the 
contents  of  the  Ittter  with  which  your  eicellency 
honored  me  yesterday  evening,  delivered  to  me 
by  yont  aid«oe«camp.  James  Qadsden,  I  wiU  de- 
clare to  your  excellency  the  satisfaction  the 
knowledge  of  your  expedition  against  Mleka- 
suky  has  aflbrded  me.  That  such  would  be  the 
event  could  not  be  doubted,  on  considering  the 
superior  talents  and  skilful  conduct  of  your  ex- 
cellency, and  to  these  must  be  attributed  the 
success,  on  which  I  tender  you  my  most  cordial 
corn 


[y  chief,  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  had  in 
truth  reason  to  mention  to  your  captains  (Cor- 
don and  Call)  what  your  excellency  states  to 
me,  and  to  entertain  fears  for  the  fate  of  this  fort, 
menaced  by  Indians  and  negroes,  for  some  months 
past,  and'  particularly  since  they  have  been  dis- 
appointed m  their  expectations  of  obtaining  pow- 
der and  ball,  which  they  have  so  repeatedly  soli- 
cited, and  to  -which  they  thought  tbemselves^ 
entitled,  from  the  practice  which  existed  of  sup- 
plying them  annually  therewith.  This  proves 
how  entirely  unfounded  is  the  assertion  of  the 
wife  of  the  chief  Chenubby,  that  the  Indfani 
have  been  supplied  with  munitiona  in  this  fort 
since  I  was  auvised  and  determined  to  maintain 
the  most  perfect  neutrality.  No  one  can  better 
remove  from  your  excellency's  mind  any  unfa- 
torable  impressions  you  may  have  formed  on  this 
subject  than  the  bearer,  William  Hambly,  as  he 
has  at  various  times  interpreted  to  me  the  soli- 
cftations  of  the  several  Indian  chieft  in  my  neigh- 
borhood; and  he  can  also  inform  you  of  the  ad- 
vice I  always  gave  them  to  avoid  the  destruction 
which  has  overtaken  them,  and  which  I  foresaw 
from  the  beginning. 


This  hf  iug  realiaad,  and  (bare  being  now  o» 
nsotive  to  finur  any  ioauh  to  the  fort  from  titieaa> 
batfaarians  and  the  SMroes^  i  beg  permission  of 

Jour  eoBcellenev  to  edryouv  atrsntioa  so  the  dif*» 
cnlty  I  should  Involve  myselfis  wttb  my  Qov* 
ernm«nt  if  I  wvta  preaently  to  asaeni  to  what 
rear  ezeelleaey  f  ropasea  to  m»— to  garrison  thii' 
fort  wiiii  the  trMfM  of  the  United  Smiea  without' 
§rst  reaeiving  its  orders.  Such  I  will  solicit' 
Msmodiately  a«  opportunity  oiftra.  and  I  do  not 
for. a  mamcui  doulbt  that  they  wiU  he  given  t« 
ma.  so  zeafaos  is  my  QoveraateM  to  compljr 
with  the:  stipulations  between  her  and  the  Uni*- 
tad  Stdtes.  In  the  interim,  I  hope  your  exceft** 
leoev  will  desist  from  yoariatention,  and  bo* 
fiffBily  penuaded  of  the  good  faith  and  harmony 
whien  wtil  reign  between  this  mrison  and  what- 
ever troupe  yaw  may  think  fit  to  leave  In  thia' 
vieiaity,  who  may  assise  no  ia  the  defhnoe  of 
this  Ibrt  on  any  uimreseen  event* 

The  siok  your  EBcellnney  sent  in  ate  lodged- 
in  the  royal  hoepical,  nad  I  hive  aflbrded  them 
ev«ry>  aid  which  eireomftaoceB  admit*  I  hope- 
yonr  Bxeellenoy  will  give  dm  other  opportanitiair 
of  evinetaf  the  desire  I  have  to  satisfy  you.  I 
trust  your  Excellency  will  pardon  my  not  niK 
swering  yon  as  soon  aa  rec|tteited,  for  reasons 
whiab  mure  been  given  you  by  your  aid*do-oamp» 
I  do  not  aoonmnaoy  tais  w^ith  on  Snglfeb  tmne*^ 
latsoui  as  yonr  ovcelleney  desitasi  booause  there 
ia  no  onei  in  th«  fort  eapaMe  thereof)  but  tho 
before^nnmed  Wm«  Hamblf  pfopoeee  totranslata 
it  to  yonr  ExaaHeaey  in  the  nest  maanar  he  ean* 
Mlay  our  Lord  preserve  your  EUoellenoy  many- 
years,  such  'is  my  piuyer.  liost  escellent  sir,  I 
liiea  your  Eseeliettoy's  hands.  Your  most  devoted 
and  obediane  servant, 

FR.  CASO  T  LUBNOO. 

The  Most  fitceUent  A.  Jaokbon, 

(?eitcro^tn*cftis/^  f  e. 

* 

No.  43  a. 

HmiKiDAnrrwa,  DmimoH  of  thb  Satma, 
OoMifs  near  m.  Mar^t^  ApM  7, 1818. 

Sm:  1  refer  yott  to  my  commonication  of 
yesterday  fbr'the  motives  which  have  compelledf 
me  to  occupy  the  fbrt  of  St.  Mart.  I  again  re*' 
peat  that  I  have  entered  the  territory  of  Spain  na 
a  friend,  to  chastise  a  mutual  enem^r  of  both 
nations,  and  whom  His  Catholic  Majesty  was 
bound,  under  the  most  sacred  of  treftties,  to  hare 
punished  himself.  Peculiar  cfrcumstances,  how* 
ever,  have  prevented,  and  it  was  therefore  ex<* 
pected  that  every  facility  would  have  been  giten 
to  the  American  arms  to  have  insured  success  to 
their  operations.  The  occupation  of  St.  Mark's 
is  essential  to  •  the  aoCompltMiment  of  my  cam- 
paign, and  is  peculiarly  so  at  this  period,  when 
evidence  is  derived  from  every  source  of  the 
designs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians  against  that 
fortress.  They  are  now  concenuatiuff  with  the 
intention  of  taking  possession  of  St.  Mark^  tlie 
moment  my  army  moves  from  its  vicinity;  the 
i  dislodging  them  from  which  will  cost  me  more 
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Amerieaa  hhaoi  thad  I  am  dispated.shdold  be 
3hed.  Sttceess  to  my  operattoaB  reqalrat  dat- 
patoh  ;  yoii  will  ezeuse  me,  therefore,  in  refosioc 
your  requeBt  tbat  m  sospoosioo  siioald  be  (ranted 
UACil  a  permit  is  obtaiDedXrem  your  Gk»?eromeat, 
aad  in  ioeistiDg  that  Si.  Mark's  sbottid  be  imme- 
diately oceapira  by  Amerioan  troops. 

Major  FaDDiDg,  my  inspeeior  geaeral,  aad 
Lieuteaanl  Simmoos,  of  the  ordaaoee  department, 
are  appointed  to  act  with  one  or  two  offieers  nom* 
iaated  on  your  part,  to  take  an  inventory  of*  and 
inspect  ali  pubiie  property  in  the  fort  of  St* 
Mark,  for  whicli  reeetpU  will  be  given  in  the  name 
of  the  Ameriean  Government. 

Any  diepdsition  which  yon  wonld  wish  made 
with  the  private  profierty  of  /onrteif,  offieer^nd 
soldiers,  or  any  other  arraogemeots  gratifying 
to  yourself,  will  be  settled  by  mr  aids  de-camp, 
Lieuteoaats  Gadsden  and  Glasseli. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Ctttu  commanding. 

Don  PttANoiaoo  Cabo  t  Luenoo. 

Commondtng  JFbrf  iSKf .  Market, 

No.  43  b, 

Oenaral  Ja/ekton  to  F«  C»  Luengp* 

HfiAoa'aa^  Division  of  tbb  Sootb, 
Ocunp  n$ar  Si.  Mark^^t  April  7, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  hare  received  yoor  protest  agaibst  mj 
proceedings.  The  occupancy  of  Fort  St.  Mark's 
by  my  troops  pretioifs  to  your  assenting  to  the 
measure  became  necessary  from  the  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  an  amicable  adjustment, 
liotwithstandiog  my  assurances  that  every  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  to  your  satisfaction, 
and  expressing  a  wish  that  my  movements  against 
our  common  enemy  should  not  be  retarded  bv  a 
tedious  negotiation.  I  again  repeat  what  has 
been  reiterated  to  yon  through  my  aid^de-camp, 
Lieutenant  Gkdsden,  that  your  personal  rights 
and  private  property  shall  be  respected,  that  your 
situation  shall  be  made  as  comfortable  as  practi- 
cable while  compelled  to  remain  -in  Fort  St. 
Murk's,  and  that  transports  shall  be  furnished  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  obtained  to  convey  yourself, 
family,  and  command  to  Pensacda. 

I  daily  expeot  some  ressels  from  the  Bay  of 
Appalaehicoia ;  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  the  most 
satiable  shall  be  selected  for  said  purpose. 

ANDREW  JACKSON^ 
Major  Qtn.  convnuindtng, 

Don  Francisco  Caso  t  Luengo, 

Governor  of  ST.  Marl^§* 

No.  44. 
P.  C  Luungo  Is  Ometai  Jtaeiben. 

Affai^obicdi^,  April  7, 1818. 

MoBT  Ezojbllbnt  Sm:  I  shonld  insist  on  what 
I  staled  to  your  excellency  in  my  letter  of  this 
morning,  as  to  the  necessity  of  awaiting  orders 
from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  for  the  delivery 
of  the  fort  under  my  command,  were  I  not,  in 
addition  to  what  your  exeelleney  says  In  vow 
answer,  threatened  by  yoar  aid-de-eamp  and  the 
15th  CoN.dd  Sb88. — 64 


Iofieers  appointed  to  negotiate  on  the 
and  bad  not  so  large  a  body  of  troops  entei 
without  awaiting  my  permission,  and  taken  poa* 
session  of  all  the  stores  and  posts,  lowering  the 
Spanish  flag,  and  hoisting  the  American.  So 
manifest  a  violation  of  the  territory  of  HI»Catho* 
lie  Msjesty  obliges  me  to  complam  of  it,  and  to 
protest  against  it ;  and  1  accord tngly  do  protest  it, 
and  be^  of  your  excellency  to  provide,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  the  vessels  necessary  to  transport  me 
to  Pensacola,  together  with  the  troops  and  thoscF 
persons  who  ace  in  the  royal  employ ;  and  also 
to  give  orders  that,  in  the  interim,  the  private 
property  and  effects  of  erery  Spanish  individual 
here  be  respected.  With  respect  to  the  pnblie 
property  or  His  Catholic  Majesty,  I  have  njom- 
mated  the  subaltern  of  the  detachment  and  com* 
missary  of  the  fort  to  make,  with  three  officers 
whom  you  name  to  me,  an  inventory  thereof. 

1  repeat  to  your  ezceUeacy  my  respects,  and 
pray  to  God  to  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Most  excellent  sir,  I  kiss  your  exeelleney's 
hands.   Your  most  obedient  and  devtfted  servant. 

F.  CASO  T  LUENGO. 

The  Most  Sxcelleat  A.  Jackson. 

46. 

W.  Hambljf's  eerti/kaici,  July  84, 1818. 

i  do  hereby  certify  that,  during  my  long  resi- 
dence on  the  river  Appalachicola,  my  knowledge 
of  the  Indian  language,  and  my  intimate  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  different  chiefs,  gave  me  manv  op* 
portunities  of  knowing  through  them  the  advice 
given  them,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Governors 
of  West  Florida  hostile  to  the  United  States.  In 
the  year  1812  or  1813, 1  saw  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  to  the  laie  chief  of  the 
Seminoles,  Thomas  Perrynun,  advising  him  to 
collect  his  forces  and  join  his  Upper  Town  breth* 
ren,  who  he  said  bad  come  t04i  deterinination  to 
rise  in  arms  and  shake  off  the  American  yoke; 
he  would  supply  their  arms  and  ammunition ;  and 
he  said  he  was  <8ure  that,  in  less  than  a  month, 
their  fathers  and  protectors,  the  Spaniards,  wonla 
have  a  sufficient  army  in  the  field  to  aid  and  pro* 
tect  them.  Not  long  after  I  saw  this  letter,  a. 
large  party  of  Indians  went  down  to  Peneaoola, 
where  they  received  a  Urge  supply  of  ammnnitioa 
and  some  arms.  It  was  but  shortlv  after  thii 
when  they  attacked  and  destroyed  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Mimms  \  this  was  the  commencement  of 
the  first  Indian  war.  On  the  13th  of  Deoember  last, . 
when  on  my  plantation  on  the  Ajppalaebicola,  I 
was  made  a  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Seminole  In* 
dians,  and  was  taken  np  to  the  Ocheehee  bitifb 
in  company  with  Mr.  Doyle,  who  was  made  a 
prisoner  with  me ;  they  kept  us  there  three  dayiL 
during  which  time  thejr  were  busily  eagafeu 
with  some  transports  which  were  then  ascendmg 
the  river  to  Fort  Scott ;  from  thence  they  took 
us  to  the  Mickasnky,  where  the  Indians  ihformed 
me  that  they  had  be«n  told  by  the  commandant ' 
of  8u  Mark's  that  war  ^  was  declared  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States.  From  thU  place  we 
were  carried  to  the  Suwhnee,  where  Kenhagee , 
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prioeipal  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  told  me  that 
we  had  been  taken  and  robbed  bf  order  of  Arbuth- 
not, and  braoghr  thereto  be  Cried  by  him ;  ihortly 
after  we  reached  this,  Arbuthnot  arrived  from 
Providence,  when  we  were  tried  and  sentenced 
by  said  Arbuthnot  to  be  tortured  ;  this  sentence 
was  not  pot  in  ezecotion  by  the  friendly  inter* 
ference  of  Mr.  Cook,  clerk  to  Arbuthool,  and  the 
negro  chief  Nero;  we  were  then  conducted  back 
to  the  Mickasukjr ;  then  Kenhagee  went  down 
to  the  Port  Si.  Mark's  to  consult  the  comnaand- 
aat  if  he  would  take  us  as  prisoners  to  keep  at 
bis  order ;  they  held  a  council  amonff  the  neigh- 
boring chiefs^  and  on  the  fifth  day  be  returned, 
and  ordered  us  to  be  conducted  down  next  morn* 
ing ;  we  arrived  at  Su  Mark's  on  the  12th  Feb- 
oarv,  at  night ;  the  Spanish  officers  received  us 
kindly,  but  the  comomndant  did  not  forget  to  re- 
miad  us  that  we  were  still  prisoners,  and  marked 
out  that  oight  the  limits  of  our  prison,  which  he 
rigidly  kepi  during  the  time  of  our  stay. 

Tiezt  morning,  the  first  thing  that  presented 
itself  to  mv  view  was  my  saddle-horse  which 
had  been  taken  from  mehy  the  Indians;  he  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  commissary.  I  men- 
tioned it  to  the  commandant,  but  he  said  that  he 
bpught  him  of  an  Indian,  and  he  could  do  no- 
|)iiog  in  it.  A  few  days  after,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  I  mentioned  it  to  the  Spanish  doc- 
tor; he  assured  me  that  two*thirdsof  the  prob- 
erty  taken  from  us  by  the  Indians  had  been  bought 
by  them  and  others  in  the  fort.    The  plundered 

Koperty  from  Georgia  was  everv  day  briskly 
oght  by  the  commandant  and  others.  I  know 
one  instance  of  an  Indian  making  an  engage- 
ment with  the  commandant  for  cattle  that  he  was 
foing  then  to  plunder,  and  in  fourteen  or  fifteen 
ays  brought  them  in  and  sold  them.  On  our 
first  arrival  at  St.  Markli,  we  had,  by  help  of  a 
friendly  Indian,  conveyed  intelligence  to  oUr 
friends  in  Pensacola  of  our  situation,  and  they 
sent  us  on  a  small  vessel  to  effect  our  escape ;  on 
her  arrival,  the  commandant  said  to  us  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  our  getting  out  of  the  power 
of  the  In«Hans,  but  that  he  should  first  demand  k 
wvi<iM  obligation  that  we  should  never  return 
to  that  country,  nor  hold  any  communication, 
direct  or  indirect,  with  the  United  States  Qov- 
crament.  or  any  of  her  ofllcers.  This  being  set- 
tled, we  left  Su  Mark's  on  the  night  of  the  88th 
of  March,  and  joined  Captain  McKeever,  la  bis 

fnnboau,  to  the  bay  of  Appalachicola ;  on  the 
0th  returned  with  him  to  St.  Mark's,  where  we 
found  Qeoeral  Jackson,  on  the  6th  of  April.  Qtv- 
on  under  my  hand  the  3icb  July* 

WILLIAM  HAMBLY. 


No.  46  a. 
W.  HtmUy  and  E,  Ihyk  to  Generai  Jaekmn* 
FoBT  Oadodbii ,  JIfay  3, 1818. 

Sis:  We  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1817,  we  were  vio- 
lently torn  from  our  settlement  on  the  Appala- 
chicola river,  by  a  number  of  Indians,  heaoed  by 


ChennbbVj  a  chief  of  the  Fowl  Town  tribe,  car- 
ried to  Miskasoky,  and  delivered  to  Kenhagee, 
King  of  the  Mickasukians.  Kenhagee  carried  ua 
to  the  negro  towns  on  the  Suwanee,  and  theoee 
to  the  Spanish  fort,  St.  Mark's,  to  the  comman- 
dant of  which  he  delivered  us  as  prisoners  of  war, 
captured  under  the  orders  of  a  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
reported  to  us  as  a  British  agent.  At  St.  Mark's 
we  were  treated  as  prisoners,  and  not  permitted 
to  wander  beyond  the  walls  of  the  garrison. 
While  at  that  post,  the  ingress  and  egress  of  In- 
dians hostile  to  the  United  Sta^a  were  unre- 
strained, and  several  councils  were  held,  at  one 
of  which,  Kenhacee,  Kioff  of  the  Mickaaukians, 
Francis,  or  Hillis  Ha^jo,  Hamathlemico,  thechief 
of  Kolemies,  all  of  the  old  Red  Stick  party,  and 
Jack  Mealy,  chief  of  the  Ochewas.  were  present. 
When  it  was  reported  that  these  chiefs  and  their 
warriors  were  entering  Fort  St.  Mark's  for  the 
purposeof  holding  a  council,  Hambly  represented 
to  the  comgiandant  the  improprietv  of  permit- 
ting such  proceedings  within  the  walls  of  a  Span- 
ish fortress,  the  officer  of  which  was  bound  to  pre* 
serve  and  enforce  the.  treaties  existing  between 
the  King  of  Spain  and  the;  United  States.  He 
replied  to  Hambly  with  sonie  degree  of  warmth, 
ol»erving  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent 
it.  On  the  Indians  coming  into  the  fort,  at  their 
request  we  were  confined.  The  council  was 
held  in  the  commandant's  quarters.  He,  the 
commandant,  was  present,  but  strictly  forbade 
the  intrusion  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  carri- 
son.  The  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  driving 
to  Fort  St.  Mark's,  and  disposing  of  cattle  to  the 
commandant  and  other  Spanish  officers.  Whilr 
at  that  post,  three  or  four  droves  were  brought 
in,  ackoowLedged  by  the  Indians  to  have  beea 
stolen  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
purchased  by  the  Spanish  officers.  We  were 
present  at  most  of.  these  contracts,  and  Hambly 
was  often  referred  to  as  an  interpreter  between 
the  purchaser  and  seller.  Chenubby,  a  Fowl 
Town  Indian^  iHMse  applied,  to  Hambly  to  men- 
tion to  the  commandant  that  he  was  about  visit- 
ing the  frontiers  of  Georgia  on  a  plundering  ex- 
pedition, and  wished  to  know  whether  he  would 
purchase  the  cattle  brought  in.  A  contract  was 
entered  into,  and  Cheaubbv,  some  time  after, 
brought  in  and  disposed  of  eleven  head  of  cattU 
to  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Fort  St.  Mark's. 
These  anme  cattle  were  those  purchased  by  yon 
ffon  the  commendant  as  his  private  property. 

WILLIAM  HAMBLT, 
EDWARD  DOTLB. 

No.  46  h. 

FoET  GADSonf,  Mcof  3. 1818. 

Bin:  In  conversation  with  the  commandant  of 
Fort  8t.Mark's,on  the  subjeetof  having  that  work 
occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  I  had  occasion 
to  notice  the  aid  and  comrort  the  hostile  party  of 
Indians  had  received,  as  reported  from  him ;  that 
thev  had  free  access  within  the  walls  of  his  fort  ; 
and  that  it  wns  well  known  no  small  suppltea  of 
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ammaaitioB  bad  been  received  from  tbet  quarter. 
In  reply^,  he  slated  that  hU  eoodnet  had  been 
gorerned  by  policy  :  the  defenceless  slate  of  bis 
works,  and  tne  weakness  of  bis  garrisooi  com- 
pelled him  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  the  In- 
aian%  to  supply  their  wants,  to  grant  what  be  bad 
not  the  power  to  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  with 
apparent  willingness,  the  gales  of  bis  fortress, 
lest  they  should  be  forced  by  Tiolence ;  that  be 
bad  been  repeatedly  threatened  by  Indians  and 
negroes;  and  that  bis  security  depended  upon 
ezhibitinff  an  external  friendship.  After  Fort 
St.  Mark's  was  occupied  by  the  American  troops, 
a  black  man  and  Spanish  soldier  was  reported  to 
me  as  baring  been  arrested,  clad  in  American 
uniform,  recognised  as  part  of  the  clothing  of  the 
4ib  and  7ih  regiments,  captured  in  the  boat  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Scott,  in  ascending  the 
Appsiaehicola  rirer. 

In  explanation,  the  Spanish  commandant  ob« 
served  that  his  soldiers  and  the  Seminole  Indians 
were  in  the  habit  of  trading  with  each  other, 
and  that  this  negro,  with  others  of  his  garrison, 
had  receired  his  permission  to  purchase  some 
clothing  reported  to  have  been  brought  in  by  the 
Indians*     Respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

J.  GADSDEN,  AvMe-eamp. 

Maj.  Qen.  A.  Jackson, 

No.46e. 

Mt^or  Thmggt  to  Gentrml  Jaekion, 

FoaT  Gaosdbn,  May  3, 1818. 
Sia:  After  the  occupancy  of  Fort  St.  Mark^s 
with  American  troops,  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  it 
became  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  some  goods 
found  in  one  of  the  public  stores. 

These  goods  were  pointed  out  by  the  Spanish 
commandant,  who.  ihrouffh  Mr.  Hambly  aa  in- 
terpreter, separated  several  of  the  articles  claimed 
as  his  own  private  property,  and  desizoated  others 
as  the  property  of  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hadio. 
and  Arbuthnot,  a  British  agent  or  trader.  An 
inventory  of  these  was  taken,  and  deposited  with 
the  American  officer  left  in  command  of  Fort 
St.  Mark's.    With  respect^dbt. 

D.  £  TWIGQS, 

Bre9.  Maj.  7th  Infantry. 

I  certify  that  I  acted  as  interpreter  in  the  trans- 
action above  alluded  to,  and  that  two  separate 
parcels  of  goods  were  designated  by  the  Spanish 
commandant  of  St.  Mark's  as  belonging  to  Hillis 
Hadjo  and  Arbuthnot. 

WILLIAM  HAMBLT. 

No.46d. 

J.  R*  Brocki  and  P.  Cmu  to  Gmerai  Jatkmm, 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that,  at 
the  capture  of  Fort  St.  Mark's,  East  Florida,  bv 
Msjor  General  A.  Jackson,  on  the  7tb  of  April, 
1818^  there  were  some  cattle  purchased  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  and  turned  over  to 
us,  which  we  are  of  opinion  bad  been  driven 
from  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  (i  Pfrt  of  them  at 
leaat ;)  and  we  were  strengthened  in  our  opinion 


by  a  number  of  officers  and  men  from  Georgia 
offering  to  swear  to  a  number  of  them  as  the 
property  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  thia 
3d  May,  1818. 

JACOB  R.  BROOKS, 
Acting  Coniractor*$  Agent.  U,  i9.  A. 
PETER  CONE, 

AsMtant  CommiM9ary. 

No.  46  e. 
Andrtw  F.  Fraur  and  Daniel  F.  SiMwm  to  Qenpmi 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  and  men  of  the 
Gkorg^a  militia  in  the  service  of  the  (Jolted 
Stales,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  were  at  Fort 
St.  Mark's,  East  Florida,  at  the  time  of  its  cap- 
,ture  by  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  on  the 
7th  April,  1818,  and  saw  some  cattle  that  were 
purchased  on  account  of  the  United  States  from 
the  Spanish  authorities,  whieh  we  were  ready  to 
swear  to  as  the  property  of  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bors in  Georgia. 

Given  under  our  bands,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  this 
3d  May,  1818. 

A.  W.  FRASER,  Captain. 
D.  F.  SULLIVAN,  cf.Mi  & 

No.  47  a. 
A,  Arbutknot  to  Lieutenant  Cohnei  Niehoili* 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  Augtut  36. 1817. 

Sib:  I  am  especially  authorized  to  address 
you  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  whose 
names  I  affix  to  the  present. 

They  desire  it  to  be  made  known  that  they  bare 
implicitly  followed  our  advice  in  living  friendly 
with  the  Americans  who  were  their  neighbors^ 
and  nowife  attempted  to  molest  them,  though 
they  have  seen  the  Americans  encroach  on  their 
territory,  burning  their  towns,  and  making  fielda 
where  their  bouses  stood;  rather  than  make 
resistance,  they  have  retired  lower  in  the  penin* 
sula.  The  town  of  Ecan  HallowaVj  on  the  Chat- 
ahooehee.  where  Otomisco  was  chief,  is  bae  in- 
stance ca  the  enroachments  of  the  Americans. 
This  town  is  situated  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
Gaines,  and  Mico  was  desired  to  submit  to  the 
Americans,  or  his  town  would  be  blown  to  stoma. 
Rather  than  do  ibis  he  retired,  is  now  living  in 
the  lower  nation,  and  bis  fields,  where  the  town 
stood,  are  ploughed  up  by  the  Americans.  Thef 
complain  of  the  English  Government  neglecting 
them,  after  having  drawn  them  into  a  war  with 
America  i  that  ibe  promise  made  them  of  send* 
ing' people  to  reside  among  them  has  not  been 
kept;  and  if  they  have  not  aome  person  or  per* 
sons  to  reside  in  the  nation  to  watch  over  their 
interests,  they  will  soon  be  driven  to  ite  extreinitr 
of  the  peninsula.  You  left  Mr.  Hambly  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  the  Creek  nation,  but  you 
had  hardly  left  the  nation  when  be  turned  irai* 
tor,  and  was  led  by  Forbes,  to  take  the  part  of 
the  Americans.  His  letter  (No.  47  6.)  to  me, 
of  whieh  I  annex  a  copy,  wiU  show  you  what 
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Ifogtbs  he  woald  go  if  be  had  the  ineftDs.  It  is 
Hambly  and  Doyle  who  gave  the  Indians  ail  the 
trouble  they  experience.  They  send  their  einis* 
aaries  among  the  Lower  Creeks,  and  make  them 
believe  that  the  Coweias,  aided  by  the  Americans, 
are  coming  down  on  them.  They  send  to  the 
Cowetas,  and  report  that  the  lower  nation  is 
arming  against  them.  Thus  both  are  put  in  fear, 
and  their  fields  are  neglected,  and  hunting  is  not 
thought  of.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  away  this 
fear,  by  writing  to  the  chiefs  of  Coweta  town 
that  they  ought  to  live  on  friendly  terms  with 
tlieir  brethren  of  the  lower  nation,  whose  wish  it 
was  to  be  on  good  terma  with  them,  and  not  to 
listen  to  any  bad  taJks,  but  to  chase  those  that  give 
them  from  among  them.  My  letter  was  answered 
by  them  rather  favorably ;  and  1  hope  the  talk  that 
was  sent  to  the  Big  Warrior  last  June  will  heal 
the  differeooes  between  them. 

Hillis  Hadjo  arrived  in  my  sehoomer  at  Och- 
lochnee  Sound  last  June,  and  was  well  reeeived 
by  all  the  chiefs  and  others  who  came  to  welcome 
him  home.  In  consequence  of  his  arrival,  a  talk 
was  held,  the  substance  of  which  I  put  on  paper 
Ibr  them,  and  it  was  sent,  with  a  pipe  of  peace,  to 
the  other  nations.  ' 

Hillis  Hadjo  wished  to  return  to  Nassau  with 
me,  but  I  prevailed  on  him  to  stay  with  th^  na- 
tion and  keep  them  all  at  peace, 

I  am  desired  to  return  Hillis  Hadjo's  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  handsome  manner 
in  which  you  treated  him  in  England ;  and  he 
begs  his  prayers  nMy  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent.  I  leA  him 
and  all  bis  family  well  on  the  20tii  of  June. 

Old  Cappachimico  desired  me  to  send  you  his 
best  re»pects,  and  requests  you  willeend  him  out 
some  people  to  live  among  them,  and  all  the  land 
they  took  from  Forbes  shall  be  theirs.  At  all 
events,  they  must  have  an  agent  among  them, 
to  see  that  the  Americans  adhere  to  the  treaty, 
and  permit  them  to  live  unmolested  on  their  own 
land.  This  agent  should  be  authorized  by  His 
Majesty's  Government,  or  he  will  not  be  attended 
to  by  the  Americans. 

In  the  gazettes  of  Georgia,  the  Americans  report 
that  the  Seminole  Indians  are  Continually  com- 
mittinjr  murders  on  their  borders,  and  making 
incursions  into  the  State.  These  are  publica- 
tions tending  to  irritate  the  American  Govern^ 
ment  against  the  poor  Indians;  for,  daring  the 
tim0  I  was  in  the  nation,  there  was  only  one 
American  killed ;  and  he,  wKh  two  others,  was 
ia  ihe  act  of  driving  off  cattle  belonging  to  Bo- 
leck|  chief  of  Suwanee;  whereas,  three  men  and 
a  boy  were  killed  last  June,  by  a  party  of  cattle* 
stealers,  while  in  their  hunting-earn ps;  the  boy 
thay  scalped  ;  and  one  of  Boleck'a  headmen  was 
killed  on  St  John's  river  in  July.  The  back- 
woods Georgians,  and  those  resident  on  the  bor* 
ders  of  the  Indian  nation  are  continually  entering 
it  and  driving  off  cattle.  They  have  in  some^n- 
stances  made  settlements,  and  particularly  on  the 
Choctawbatchy  river,  where  a  considerable  num- 
ber have  descended. 

By  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  the  Ameri* 


cans  were  to  give  up  to  the  Indians  alt  the  landa 
that  may  have  been  taken  during  the  war,  and 
place  them  on  the  same  footing  they  were  in 
Choctawbatchy  in  1811.  It  appears  that  iHtf 
have  not  done  so }  that  Fort  Gkines,  on  the  Chat- 
aliooehee  river,  and  Camp  Crawford,  on  the  Flint 
river,  are  both  on  Indian  territory  that  was  not  in 
possession  of  the  Americans  in  1811. 

They  are  fearful  that,  before  any  aid  is  j^iven 
them  by  the  English  Government,  they  will  no 
longer  be  in  possession  of  any  territory.  I  wrote 
last  January  to  his  excellency  the  Hon.  Charles 
Bagot^  representing  the  encroachments  of  the 
Americans,  fas  I  was  informed,  by  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  tne  Right  Hon.  Earl  Bathurst,  handed 
me  by  his  ezeellency  Governor  Cameron,  that 
His  Majesty's  ambassadors  had  received  orders 
to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  Indians.)  Since 
.my  return  here,  I  have  received  from  Mr.Moodie, 
of  Charleston,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Hon.  Charles  Bagot,  that  the  expense  of  postage 
is  so  considerable  that  any  further  communica- 
tions of  the  same  nature  must  be  sent  him  by  pri- 
vate  hands.  Now,  sir,  as  no  person  goes  direct 
from  ibis  to  Washington,  how  am  I  to  be  able  to 
comply  with  this  desire  f  Thus,  he  will  be  kept 
ignorant  of  the  real  situation  of  the  poor  Indians, 
and  the  encroachments  made  on  their  lands  by 
American  settlers,  while  we  may  be  told  by  the 
American  Government  that  no  encroaohments 
have  been  made,  and  that  the  forts  thef  still  hold 
are  necessary  to  check  the  unruly  Seminoles. 
Thus,  the  persons  appointed  to  watch  over  the 
poor  Indians  have  no  other  means  of  information 
than  from  the  parties  interested  in  their  destruc- 
tion ;  and,  from  seeing,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
American  gazettes,  accounts  of  cruel  murders, 
dbc.,  committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier 
settlers  of  the  United  States,  he  apprehends  the 
Indians  merit  all  the  Americans  do  to  them.  But 
let.  His  Majesty's  GK>vernment  appoint  an  asent 
with  full  powers,  and  to  correspond  with  His 
Majesty's  ambassador  at  Washington,  and  his 
eyes  will  then  be  open  as  to  the  motives  that  in- 
fluence American  individuals,  as  well  as  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  vilifying  the  Indians. 

The  powers  given  me  and  the  instructions  were 
to  memorialire  His  Majesty's  Government,  as 
well  as  (he  Governor  General  of  Havana ;  but  if 
you  will  be  pleased  to,  lay  this  letter  before  Hia 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  it  will  save  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  first,  and  I  fear  that  a  memorial  to 
the  Gt>vernor  General  would  be  of  ao  use.  Re- 
ferring you  to  the  entslosed,  (No.  47  6,)  I  remain, 
most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

To  Lt.  Col.  NiCBOLLS. 

No.  47  b. 

EsBtrad  of  a  kUtrfrom  W.  Hambly  to  A.  Arhufhnatp 
received  at  Oehhchnu  S&und,  dated 

Spanish  Bldpf,  Mmy  10, 1817. 

Sir:  I  am  desired  by  the  chiefs  of  the  luttioE 
to  request  you  will  extricate  yourselves  from 
among  a  band  of  outlaws,  among  wbom  you  now 
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are,  for  the  ana  of  jnslie*  is  lift^  vp  tgtkist 
them,  and  ic  will,  ere  long,  fall  hmwj  opon  them, 

J 00,  and  yoiur  propertf .  They  say  they  woald 
ave  DO  objection  to  yoor  settling  any  way  the 
west  of  AppaUohieola  rirer ;  bat,  where  yon  now 
are,  yoo  are  among  a  set  of  outlaws.  They  hsTe 
lately  committed  twenty  most  erod  murders  on 
women  and  children  on  the  frontiers  of  the  .Uni- 
ted States,  and  stolea  one  hundred  horses;  and 
they  say  it  is  by  yonr  desire. 

W.  HAMBLY. 

No.  47.  c. 

Sign0iure»  of  the  ehith  of  ilU  Creek  nation  to  a 
power  given  to  A.  Arbutlmot,  dated  the  ilth  Jumt 
1817. 

Cappachimico,  Inhimitfaaloehr. 

Inhimathio,  Lahoe  Himatblo, 

Charle  Tostonaky,        Homathlemieo, 
Otosmico,  Talmuehes  Hatcho, 

Ochaeona  Tostonaky,    Hiliis  Hadjo, 
Imathlache,  Opothlimico. 

Interpreter,  Peter  JSauoBBT. 

Approved  4>f  by       F.  C.  LUSNGO, 

Qmnumdant  of  iSlr.  Markt. 

No.  48. 
Laengo  to  Atkatknat* 
Appalaohioola,  JDec,25f  1817. 

SiK  AND  Fbiend:  Aifiiirs  baring  assumed  a 
serious  tspect  between  the  saveges  and  the  Amer- 
icans, and  not  doubting  that  the  storm  will  pass 
this  way,  I  entertain  apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  your  little  objects,  and  believe  it  to  be  your 
interest  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  remoring  them 
from  hence. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  s^  you,  that  I  may  hare 
the  pleasure  or  embracing  you,  and  an  opportu« 
nity  of  conversing  with  you  on  the  politics  of  the 
day ;  which,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is 
improper  to  commit  to  paper.  In  the  expectation 
of  this  pleasure,  I  am,  with  my  little  family, 

Sir,  your  very  affectionate  servant  and  friend. 

FR.  CASO  T  LUENGK). 

No.  49. 

Minutee  of  the  proeeedingo  tfa  special  oomrt^  organ* 
izedagroedUy  to  Ifte  foikwmg  order,  wia : 

HbAD^'EB,  IhviSION  OF  TBB  SotTTH, 

Adpt  Qtn:9  Office,  Ft.  St.  Marine, 

AprU  96, 1818. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  following  detail  will  compose  a  special 
court,  to  convene  at  this  post,  at  the  hour  of  13 
M.,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges 
exhibited  against  A.  Arbuthnot,  Robert  Christie 
Ambrister,  and  such  others  who  are  similarly  sit- 
uated, as  may  be  brought  before  it: 

The  court  will  record  all  the  documents  and 
testimony  in  the  several  cases,  and  their  opinion 
as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners ;  and 
what  punuhment,  if  any,  should  be  inflicted. 

DETAIL. 

Ma|or  Geaeral  B.  P.  Gaines,  president. 


ilUBIKini* 

Colonel  Kinr,  4th  infantry. 

Colonel  Williamson,  Tennessee  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Col.  Gibson,  Tennessee  volunteers. 

Major  Muhlenberg,  4th  infantry. 

Major  Montgomery,  7th  infantry. 

Captain  Vasnon,  7th  infantrv. 

Colonel  Dyer,  Tennessee  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lindsay,  corps  artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  Elliott,  Tennessee  volunteers. 

Major  Fanning,  corps  artillery. 

Major  Minton,  Georgia  militia. 

Captain  Crittenden,  Kentucky  volunteers. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Glassell,  4th  infantry,  recorder. 

An  orderly  will  be  detailed  from  Gen.  Gaines's 
brigade ;  and  the  court  will  sit  without  regard  to 
hours. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Jackson  : 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Ae^utant  GenefoL 

FoBT  6t.  Mabk'b,  AprU  36, 1818. 

The  court  convened,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
order;  when,  being  duly  sworn  in  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner,  ana  he  being  asked  if  he  had  any 
objections  to  any  member  tnereof,  and  replying 
in  the  negative,  the  following  charges  and  speci* 
fications  were  read>  viz: 

Ckargeo  agaisut  A.  Arbathnott  now  in  euetody^  and 
vAo  oage  he  tea  Britiek  eubfeet. 

Chabgb  1.  Exciting  and  stirring  up  the  Creek 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  and  her 
citiaens,  he^  A.  Arbuthnot,  being  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  States  ate 
at  peace. 


That  the  said  A.  Arbuthnot,  be- 
tween the  months  of  May  and  July,  or  some  tltfte 
in  June,  1817,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Little  Prince, 
exhorting  and  advising  him  not  to  comply  with 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  statinff  that  the  citi- 
xeas  of  tne  United  Sutes  were  infringing  on  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  as  he  believed,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
Butes^  and  advising  the  Upper  and  Lower  Greeks 
to  unMe  and  be  fnendly,  stating  that  William 
Hambly  was  the  cause  of  their  disputes ;  also  ad- 
vising the  Little  Prince  to  write  to  the  Governor 
of  New  Providence,  who  would  write  to  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  through 
whom  the  United  States  would  be  called  to  a 
eomplkune  with  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  ad- 
vising them  not  to  give  up  their  lands  under  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  for  that  the  American 
citizens  would  be  compelled  to  give  up  to  them 
all  their  lands  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Cbabqb  8.  Acting  as  a  spy,  and  aiding,  abet- 
ting, and  comforting  the  enemy,  supplying  them 
with  the  means  of  war. 

I^fee^kation  1.  In  writing  a  letter  from  St. 
MarVs  fort,  dated  April  2, 1818,  to  his  son  Johui 
at  Suwanee,  (marked  A,)  detailing  the  advknce 
of  the  nrmy  under  General  Jackson,  stating  their 
force,  probcbAe  movements,  and  intentions,- to  be 
commnnieated  lo  Bowlegs,  the  chief  of  tfie  Bn* 
wanee  towns,  for  his  government. 
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Spedfication  3.  In  wriciog  the  letters  marked 
B)  without  date,  and  C»  wkn  endoeoret,  Jan.  27, 
1818;  and  D,  called  <'a  note  of  Indian  talks;''  and 
Sy  witboat  date,  applying  to  the  British  Qorern- 
ment,  through  GoFernor  Cameron,  for  munitions 
of  war  and  assistance  for  our  enemies ;  making 
false  representations,  and  also  applying  to  Mr. 
Bagot,  British  Ambassador,  for  bis  interference, 
with  a  statement,  on  the  back  of  one  of  the  let- 
ters, of  munitions  of  war  for  the  enemy. 

Cbarob  3.  Exciting  the  Indians  to  murder 
and  destroy  William  Hambly  and  Edmund 
Doyle,  and  causing  their  arrest,  with  a  ?iew  to 
their  condemnation  to  death,  and  the  seizure  of 
their  property,  on  account  of  their  active  and 
sealous  exertions  to  maintain  peace  between 
Spain,  the  United  States,  and  the  Indians,  they 
being  citizens  of  the  Spanish  Gtovernment. 

Specification  1.  In  writing  the  letters  marked 
F,  dated  Aogust  26,  1817;  G,  dated  May  13, 
1817 ;  and  H,  threatening  them  with  death,  al- 
leging against  them  false  and  infamous  charges, 
and  using  e?ery  means  in  bis  power  to  procure 
their  arrest;  all  which  writings  and  sayinge ex- 
cited, and  bad  a  tendency  to  excite,  the  Indians 
and  negroes  to  acts  of  hostility  with  the  United 
States. 
By  order  of  the  court : 

J.  M.  GLAS8BLL, 
Eecorder. 
To  which  charges  and  specifications  the  pris- 
oner pleaded  not  auilty. 

The  prisoner  having  made  application  for 
counsel,  it  was  granted  him,  when  the  court  pro- 
ceeded to  the  examination  of  the  evidence. 

JoBN  WiNBLBTT,  a  witucss  ou  the  part  of  the 
]voaecntioD,  beioff  duly  sworn,  stated  thai  some 
time  before  last  July  the  Little  Prince  received 
a  letter,  signed  by  a  Mr.  Arbuthaot,  advising  the 
upper  part  of  the  nation  to  unite  with  theJower 
chiefs  10  amity,  and  stating  that  the  best  mode 
for  them  to  repossess  themselves  of  their  lands 
.  would  be  to  write  to  him.  (Atbuthnot,)  and  he 
woold  send  on  their  complaints  to  the  Governor 
of  Providence,  whence  it  would  be  forwarded  to 
His  Briunnic  Majesty,  and  he  would  have  the 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  attended  to;  he, 
moreover,  stated  bis  belief  that  the  encroach- 
ments on  the  Indian  lands  were  unknown  to  the 
.  President  of  the  United  States.  Tjie  witness 
'  also  identified  the  signature  of  the  letter  of  the 
prisoner  to  bis  son,  marked  A.  referred  to  in  the 
first  specification  to  the  second  charge,  and  here- 
tofore noted  as  being  the  same  with  that  aent  to 
the  Little  Prince, 

The  witness,  on  being  further  interrogated, 
alated  the  language  of  the  letter  alluded  to  to  be, 
that  the  British  Government,  on  application, 
woold  cause  to  be  restored  to  them  their  lands 
they  held  in  1811^  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  ot  Ghent. 

^estion  by  the  prisoner.   Who  is  the  Little 
Prince,  or  is  be  known  by  any  other  name  1 
Answer.  He  is  known  by  the  name  of  Tusten- 
.  nu^ee  Hopoy,  and  is  the  second  chief  of  the 
nauon. 


ftnestion.  Where  is  the  letter  yoa  diode  to,  or 
in  whose  possession  ? 

Answer.  It  was  left  in  the  possession  of  the 
Little  Prince  when  I  last  saw  it. 

dueation.  Has  this  Little  Prince  no  other 
name  than  what  you  state  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

duestion.  Do  you  swear  that  the  letter  alladed 
to  was  addressed  to  the  Little  Prince  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  It  was  presented  to  me  by 
the  Little  Prince  to  read  and  interpret  for  him, 
which  I  did. 

Question.  Are  ydu  certain  that  the  letter  staud 
that  the  Chief  Kfagistrate  of  the  United  ^tate^ 
could  have  had  bo  knowledge  of  settlements 
made  on  Indian  land,  or  injuries  committed  ? 

Answer.  The  letter  stated  that  to  be  the  belief 
of  the  writer. 

JoBN  Liwre  Phsnix,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stated,  with 
regard  to  the  first  specincation  of  the  second 
charffe.that,  being  at  Sowanee,  in  the  town,  about 
the  oth  or  7ih  of  April,  he  was  awakeneo  early 
in  the  morning  by  Mr.  Ambrister's  receiving,  by 
the  hands  of  a  negro,  who  got  it  from  an  Indian, 
a  letter  from  St.  Marks,  at  that  time  stated  by 
Ambrister  to  be  from  the  prisoner. 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  see  that 
letter,  or  hear  it  read  ? 

Answer.  I  did  see  the  paper,  but  I  did  not  hear 
it  read. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  state  that 
the  letter  was  received  by  an  Indian  express  ? 

Answer.  So  the  black  man  that  delivered  ft 
said. 

A  question  being  raised  by  a  member  of  the 
court  as  to  their  jurisdiction  on  the  third  charge, 
add  its  specification,  the  doors  were  closed,  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  they  decided  that  ihia 
court  is  incompetent  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
offences  alleged  in  that  charge  and  specification* 

Petbe  B.  Uook.  a  former  clerk  to  the  prisoner, 
and  a  witness  on  tne  part  of  the  prosecution,  being 
duly  sworn,  stated  that,  about  December  or  Jan- 
uary last,  the  prisoner  had  a  large  quantity  of 
powder  and  lead  brought  to  Suwanee  in  his  ves- 
sel, which  he  sold  to  the  Indians  and  negroes; 
that  stibsequent  to  that  time,  which  he  cannot 
recollect,  Ambrister  brought  for  the  prisoner  in 
hi<  (the  prisoner's)  vessel  nine  kegs  of  powder, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  lead,  which  were  taken 
possession  of  by  the  negroes.  The  witness  also 
identified  the  letters  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
charges  and  specifications,  marked  A,  B,  C/I),Ei, 
F,  G,  and  H;  also,  the  power  of  attorney,  no.  1, 
granted  by  the  Indians  to  A.  Arbuthno^  being 
the  prisoner's  handwriting 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  yon  at  any  time 
within  the  last  twelve  months  heard  any  conver- 
sation between  the  prisoner  and  the  chief  called 
Bowlegs  relating  to  the  war  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Beminoles? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  prisoner  tell  Bowlegs  that 
he  had  sent  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and 
expected  soon  to  hare  an  answer.  Some  time 
afterwards,  some  of  the  nagroea  doabted  his  ear- 
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fjMg  thoct  l«tton.  wbttt  th«  prnootr  slated  that 
he  bad,  but,  the  aisunce  beiag  great,  it  woold 
take  tome  time  to  reeeire  ao  answer. 

Bf  the  court.  State  to  the  eoort  when  and 
where  yoo  first  saw  the  Icuer  sigoed  A.  Arboth- 
not,  dated  April  2, 1818,  referred  to  ki  the  first 
specifieatioD  of  the  second  charge. 

Answer.  About  the  6th  of  April,  a  black  man, 
who  said  he  bid  receif  ed  it  from  an  Indiai^  ga?e 
it  to  Mr.  Ambrister,  whom  I  saw  reading  it. 

Qiiesiion  bf  the  coart.  Do  you  know  oy  what 
means  that  letter  wss  conveyed  tu  Suwanee? 

Answer.  I  understood  by  an  Indian  who  was 
sent  from  Fort  St.  Mark's. 

Qtuestion  by  the  court.  Who  paid  the  Indian 
for  carrying  tne  letter  referred  to  in  the  last  in- 
terrogstory  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

^estion  by  the  cosrt.  What  steps  were  takeo 
by  the  negroes  and  Indians  on  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  ? 

Answer.  Thev  at  ftrst  believed  the  bearer  an 
enemy,  and  confined  him,  but,  learning  the  con- 
trary, began  to  prepare  for  the  enemy,  and  the 
removal  of  their  families  and  efiects  across  the 
river;  the  Indians  lived  on  the  opposite  side. 

Question  by  the  eoort.  Did  the  Indians  and 
negroes  act  together  in  the  performance  of  mili- 
tary duty  ? 

Answer.  No ;  but  they  always  said  they  would 
fight  togetber. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  not  Nero  com* 
mand  ihe  blacKs,  and  did  not  Bowlegs  own  Nero, 
and  was  not  the  latter  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Bowlegs  ? 

Answer.  Nero  commanded  the  blacks,  and 
was  owned  and  commanded  -  by  Bowlegs ;  but 
there  were  some  negro  captains  who  obeyed 
none  but  Nero. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  vessel  broqght 
to  Suwanee  the  amoduoition  which  you  said  was 
sold  by  the  prisoner  to  tlie  Indians  and  negroes? 

Answer.  The  schooner  Chance,  now  lying  at 
the  wharf ;  she  is  a  foretopsail  vessel  belonging 
to  the  prisoner. 

The  witness  also  identified  the  manuscript  of 
the  prisoo<r  in  a  paper  granting  him  full  polrer 
to  act  in  all  cases  for  the  Indians,  numbered  1 ; 
and,  also,  a  letter,  without  signature,  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  St.  Augustine,  numbered  2;  further,  a 
lattery,  without  date,  to  Mr.  Mitchell,    Indian 

S;ent,  numbered  3;  and  an  unsigned  petition  of 
e  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation  to  Gover- 
nor Cameron,  praying  his  aid  in  men  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  numbered  4;  all  of  which  the  wit- 
ness stated  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the  pris- 
oner. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  7  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Maek'b,  April  27,  ldl8. 
The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment* 
Present :  Major  General  £.  P.  Gaines,  Pren- 

deni, 

Memben: 


Colonal  King, 


Lieut.  Cdonei  Gibion, 


Colonel  Williamson,  Major  Muhlenberg, 
Major  Montgomery,  Lieut.  CoL  Blliott, 
Captain  Vasnon,  Major  Fanning, 

Colonel  Dyer,  Msjor  Minton, 

Lieut.  Col.  Lindsay,     Captain  Crittenden. 

Lieutenant  J.  M.  Glassell,  Recorder, 

When  the  further  examination  of  the  witness, 
Pbtbb  B.  Cooc,  took  place,  viz': 

Q^uestion  by  the  prisoner.  How  long  have  you 
been  acquainted  with  the  settlement  on  the  Sn« 
wanee  7 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven  months. 

Qtuestion.  For  what  term  of  years  did  you  ott« 
gase  to  live  with  the  prisoner? 

Answer  For  no  stated  period :  I  was  taken  by 
the  year. 

Question.  Were  you  not  discharged  by  the 
prisoner  from  his  employ  7 

Answer.  He  told  me  be  had  no  further  use  for 
me  after  I  had  written  the  letters  to  Providence. 

Question.  Where  did  you  stay  after  you  were 
discharged  7 

Answer.  I  staid  in  a  small  house  belonging  to 
a  boy  called  St.  John,  under  the  protecUon  of 
Nero. 

Question.  What  was  the  subject-matter  of  the 
letters  yon  wrote  to  Providence? 

Answer.  After  befng  refused  by  the  prisoner  a 
small  venture  to  Providence,  I  wrote  to  my  friends 
for  the  means  to  trade  by  myself. 

duestion.  Do  you  believe  the  prisoner  had 
knowledge  of  the  venture  being  on  board  the 
schooner  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  had }  it  was  small 
and  in  my  trunk. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Ambrister  waa 
the  agent  of  the  prisoner  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

duesiion.  Do  vou  think  that  the  powder  and 
lead  shipped  would  more  than  supply  the  Indians 
and  negro  hunters  7 

'  Answer.  I  did  not  see  the  powder  and  lead 
myself,  but  was  told  by  Bowlegs  that  he  had  a 
great  quantity;  he  had  three  kegs,  keeping  to  fight 
with. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  reside  on  the  eaaC 
side  of  the  river  7 

Answer.  They  did. 

doestioo.  Yon  were  asked  of  the  negroes  and 
Indians,  when  the  letter  marked  A  was  commu- 
nicated, if  they  did  not  take  op  arms ;  had  they 
received  information  of  the  defeat  of  the  Indiana 
at  Mickasuky  prior  to  this  date  7 

Answer.  It  was  afterwards,  I  believe,  that  they 
received  the  information. 

duestion.  Did  not  Bowlegs  kieep  other  powder 
than' that  got  from  the  prisoner  7 

Answer.  He  had  some  he  fot  from  the  Bluff, 
which  was  nearly  done ;  he  said  his  hunters  were 
always  bothering  him  about  powder, 

duestion.  Did  you  slate  that,  at  the  time  Am- 
brister ascended  the  river,  there  was  no  other 
vessel  at  the  month  of  the  river  7 

Answer.  There  was  none  other  there ;  there 
was  one  had  sailed. 
duestioB.   There  is  a  letter  (A)  epoken  of} 
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how  do  you  know  that  the  sod  of  the  priMser 
had  that  letter  in  hia  possessioa  1 

Answer.  I  saw  him  with  it,  which  he  dropped, 
and  a  boy  called  John  picked  it  up  and  gave  it 
to  me. 

CtuestioQ.  You  stated  that  the  Indians  and 
negroes  doubted  the  fidelity  of  the  prisoner  in 
sendinff  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  do  you 
think  that  the  prisoner  would  have  oeen  punished 
by  them  had  he  uot  complied  with  their  wishes  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

duestioiu  Do^ou  believe  that  the  prisoner  was 
compelled  to  write  the  Indian  communications? 

Answer.  He  was  not  compelled. 
'  William  Hambly,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  beioj;  duly  sworn,  and  commen* 
cing  a  statement  oi  what  he  heard  the  chiefs 
say,  and  the  prisoner  objecting  to  hearsay-  evi- 
dence of  that  kind,  the  court  was  cleared,  in 
order  to  take  the  question  j  when  it  was  decided 
that  the  prisoner's  objection  was  not  vali4*  The 
witness  was,  therefore,  recalled,  and  stated  that, 
fifteen  or  twenty  days  after  the  prisoner's  arri- 
val at  Ochlochnee,  the  Seminole  Indians  began 
to  steal  horses  from  the  United  States  settle- 
ments, and  commit  murders  on  the  Satilla  river, 
which,  he  was  informed  by  them,  was  at  the  in- 
atknttion  of  the  prboner. 

The  chiefs  or  the  little  vilU^es  in  the  wit- 
ness's neighborhood  then  desired  him  to  write  a 
few  lines  to  the  prisoner,  stating  those  reports, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  that  those  Indians  he 
was  exciting  had  long  been  outlawed,  and  cau- 
tioned him  against  such  proceedings,  or  he  mifht 
be  involved  in  their  ruin.  This  the  witness  did, 
when  the  prisoner  wrote  bim  a  lon^  and  insult- 
ing letter,  Twhich  was  lost,)  upbraiding  the  wit^ 
ness  for  calling  those  Indians  outlaws,  and  accu- 
aing  him  of  exciting  the  Indians  to  cruel  war. 
Th6  witness  was  told  by  all  the  chiefs  and  In- 
dians who  had  seen  the  prisoner  that  he  advised 
them  to  goto  war  with  the  United  States  if  they 
did  not  surrender  the  lands  which  had  been  taken 
from  them,  and  that  the  British  Government 
would  support  them  in  it. 

The  Indians  who  took  the  witness  and  a  Mr. 
Doyle  prisoners,  which  happened  on  the  thir- 
teenth aay  of  December  last,  told  them  it  was 
by  the  prisoner's  order;  and  on  their  arrival  at 
Mickasuky,  (as  prisoners,)  Kenhagee,  and  all 
his  chiefs,  told  them  it  was  by  the  prisoner's 
orders  they  were  taken  and  robbed.  On  their 
arrival  at  Suwaoee,  they  were  told  by  the  Indian 
and  negro  chiefs,  who  sat  in  council  over  them, 
that  the  prisoner  had  advised  that  he  should  be 
Ipiven  up  to  five  or  six  Choctaw  Indians,  who 
were  saved  from  the  negro  forL  who  would  re- 
Tenge  themselves  for  the  loss  ot  their  friends  at 
that  place.  On  their  return  from  Suwanee,  the 
chier  Kenhagee  told  them  that  be  had  got  the 
prisoner  to  write  several  letters  for  him ;  one  to 
the  Governor  of  Providence,  one  to  the  British 
Minister  at  Washington,  one  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  LondoUi  and  one  to  the  American  agent 
for  Indian  affairs,  protesting  against  the  procoed- 
lAgs  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Scott. 


While  the  witness  was  at  Suwanee,  the  lodtao 

chief  told  him  that  the  prisoner  had  arrived  at 
that  place  with  ten  kej^s  of  powder  on  board  of 
bis  vessel;  and,  while  in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  some- 
time in  March,  Hiilis  Hadjo,  or  l^raaots,  brought 
an  order  from  the  prisoaer  to  the  commandant 
for  two  kegs  of  powder,  with  other  articles, 
which  were  in  his  possession. 

duastion  by  the  court.  Were  any  murders  «r 
depredations  committed  on  the  white  settlements 
by  the  Indians  prerious  to  the  prisoner's  arrival 
at  Ochlochnee  ? 

Answer.  None,  except  one  murder  near  Fort 
Gaines,  which  was  before  or  about  the  time  of 
the  prisoner's  arrival. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  among 
the  Indians?  State  to  the  court  whether  you 
are  acquainted  with  the  Indian  language,  and 
how  long  since  you  learned  it? 

Answer.  I  have  resided  among  them  fourteen 
years,  and  have  understood  their  language  twelve 
yearp.  i 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  Seminoles  would 
have  commenced  the  business  of  murder  and 
depredation  on  the  white  settlements  had  it  not 
been  at  the  instigation  of  the  prisoner,  and  a 
promise,  on  bis  part, of  British  protection? 
-  Answer.  I  do  not  believe  they  would  without 
being  assured  of  British  protection. 

Question.  What  was  the  light  in  which  the 
prisoner  was  viewed  by  the  hostile  Seminoles ; 
was  it  that  of  an  authorized  agent  of  the  British 
Government  ? 

Answer.  The  different  chiefs  always  repre- 
sented him  to  me  as  such. 

The  witness  recognised  the  letter  marked  G, 
and  signed  A.  Arbnthnot^  as  beinga  copy  of  the 
one  alluded  to  in  his  testimony  as  lost. 

Question  by  the  president.  Are  you  acquainted 
with  the  prisoner's  handwriting  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it,  but  cannot  say  I  am 
acquainted  with  it. 

Q^uestion.  Is  that  which  you  have  just  seen, 
and  say  is  the  copy  of  the  one  you  lost,  the  pris- 
oner's handwriting? 

Answer.  It  looks  to  be  his  handwriting,  but  I 
cannot  aay  positively. 

Question.  Was  the  prisoner  considered  as  the 
agent  of  the  Seminoles  at  the  time  those  murdets 
were  committed? 

Answer.  I  had  not  seen  the  prisoner  jit  that 
time ;  the  Indian  chiefs  told  me  that  the  priaoner 
had  reported  himself  to  them  as  an  fingliah  agent. 

Question.  Where  did  yon  understand  the  pris- 
oner to  be  when  von  were  taken  prisoner  ? 

Answer.  The  Indians  told  us  that  he  had  gone 
over  to  Providence,  but  was  expected  back  by  the 
time  we  should  arrive  at  Suwanee. 

QQestion.  Did  you  not  re<^ttest  Kenhag«e  to 
prevail  upon  the  prisoner  to  give  you  a  passage 
in  his  schooner  to  Providence  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  but  was  told  thi^t  the  prisoner 
refused  it,  stating  that,  if  we  were  forced  upon 
him,  he  would  blindfold  us,  and  make  us  walk 
overboard. 

dueation.  What  were  the  reasons  givcii  br 
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Krakagee  iot  tkm  prisoner's  aoC  gnating  your 
reqiiest  7 

Answer.  Kcnhagoe  stated  that  the  prtsoaer  was 
fearful  of  meeiing  with  an  American  vessel,  when 
we  should  be  taken  out,  and  he  thereby  lose  his 
sehoooBr, 

Edmuhd  DoTLi,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  was  questioned 
as  follows : 

duestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know 
anything  that  would  tend  to  substantiate  the 
charges  agaiast  the  prisoder  now  before  yout 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  but  from  common 
teporu 

William  S.  Fulton,  an  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  to 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbuthnot  to  Gen- 
eral Mitchell,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  dated  Su- 
wanee,  January  19,  1818,  and  marked  No.  6,  as 
acknowledged  by  the  prisoner  to  be  the  ^sme,  In 
substance,  as  one  written  by  himself  at  that  time ; 
an  extract  from  that  letter  was  then  read  to  the 
court. 

Ctuestion  by  the  president.  Where  did  the 
prisoner  acknowledge  the  letter  just  read  to  be 
a  copy  of  the  one  written  by  himself? 

Answer.  In  the  encampment  before  this  place, 
about  the  6th  or  7ih  iirstant. 

Question.  Was  not  the  ai^cwfwiedgaMat  made 
when  he  was  «  priettoer  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Cluestion  by  the  president.  Did  you  hear  a 
gentleman  say  to  the  prisoner,  whilst  in  custody, 
that  those  who  recommendea  the  soalping*knire 
and  tomahawk  should  feel  their  keenest  edge? 

Answer.  I  did  hear  a  gentiemati  say  that  those 
who  excited  the  Indians  to  the  murder  of  the 
unoffending  should  feel  the  keenest  edge  of  the 
scalping-knife ;  but,  as  well  as  I  recoUeet,  that 
observation  was  not  made  until  after  the  repeated 
acknowledgments  of  the  prisoner  of  having  writr 
ten  the  letter. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  not  the  confession 
of  the  prisoner  to  this  letter  made  volantarily, 
and  without  any  constraint  whatever? 

Answer   I  conceive  it  was. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
being  elosed,  ^e  prisoner  requested,  as  a  witness, 
-Robert  C.  Aflstrister  as  one'  of  his  witnesses, 
against  whom  criminal  charges  had  been  filed, 
and  was  in  custody. on  aeetntnt  thereof;  to 
which  the  j»dge.  advocate  objecting,  the  court* 
was  cleared  to  uke  iu  sense,  when  u  was  deci-, 
ded  that  Robert  C.  Ambrisier,  now  in  custody 
for  similar  offences  with  the  prisener,  cannot  be 
examiaed  as  evidence  before  the  court* 

JoflN  Lnwin  PsBHtx,  a  previous  witness,  now 
on  the  part  ef  the  prboner,  being  again  sworn, 
was  questioned  as  follows,  viz : 

duestion  by  tke  prisoner.  Was  there  any  other 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  river  Wken 
Ambrister  saiaed  your  schooner  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Ctuestion.  What  vessel  was  it  ?  Was  it  not 
the  vessel  which  Ambrister  came  in  ? 


Answer.  It  was  a  sloop,  and  I  undenund  Am- 
brister came  in  her. 

Ctuestion.  Did  Ambrister  ever  mention  to  you 
who  recommended  him  to  seiae  the  prisoner'b 
schooner,  or  who  assisted  him  in  stimulating  the 
negroes  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  understood  he  came  on  board 
of  his  own  accords 

Question  by  the  court.  Rave  you,  since  you 
commanded  the  prisoner's  vessel,  ever  brought 
any  arms  to  that  part  of  the  country  7 

Answer,  ft o  |  I  brought  a  quantity  of  lead  and 
ten  kegs  of  powder  in  the  last  trip. 

JoBM  WiRSLBTT,  a  former  witness  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  being  recalled  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoaer,  was  questioned  as  follows,  jtt : 

Ctuestion  by  the  prisoner.  Are  you  not  of 
opinion  that  the  letter  which  you  say  was  writ- 
ten by  the  prisoner  to  the  Little  Prince  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Little  Prince? 

Answer.  After  reading  it,  I  returned  it  to  him, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  still  in  his  possession,  as 
Indians  seldom  destroy  papers  of  that  kind. 

The  prisoner  requesting  some  time  to  make 
up  his  defence,  he  was  given  until  to-morrow 
evening,  at  four  oHslock. 

FoaT  Bt.  Makk^b.  April  88, 1818, 

tbur  (Pdock  P.  M. 

The  recorder  having  read  over  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  with  closed  doors,  the  prisoner  was 
recalled  into  court,  and  made  the  defence  marked 
K,  and  attached  to  these  proceedings.  The  doors 
were  then  closed,  and^  after  the  most  mature  de- 
liberation on  the  evidence  adduced,  the  court 
find  the  prisoner,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  guilty 
of  the  first  specification  to  the  first  chaige,  and 
guilty  of  the  first  charge;  guilty  of  the  first  and 
second  specifications  to  the  second  charg^,  and 
guiltv  of  the  second  charge,  leavinff  out  the 
woras  "  acting  as  a  spy ;"  they,  therefore,  do,  on 
the  most  mature  refiection,  sentence  the  prisoner, 
Alexander  Arbuthnot.  to  be  suspended  by  the 
neck  uniil  he  is  dea4;  two-thiros  of  the  court 
concurring  therein. 

EDMUND  P.  QAlNfiS,  , 

Major  Chneralj  Pre$,  of  the  Court. 

J.  M.  QLASSELL,  Recorder. 


From  A.  Arbutknoi  iokk  mm,Jokm  Arbuthnot^ 

FoBT  St.  Mask's,  AprU  %i  1618, 
mne&cUMc  in  the  morning. 

Dbae  John  :  As  I  am  ill  able  to  write  a  long 
letter,  it  is  necessary  to  be  brief.  Before  my  ar- 
rival liere,  the  commandant  had  received  an  ex- 
press from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  informing 
himof  a  large  embarcation  Of  troops,  dbc,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  General  Jackson ; 
and  the  boat  that  brought  the  despatch  reckoned 
eighteen  sail  of  vessels  off  Appalachicols.  By  a 
deserter  that  was  broqght  here  by  the  Indians^ 
the  commandant  was  informed  (hat  three  thou- 
sand men,  under  the  orders  of  General  Jackson, 
one  thousand  foot  and  sixteen  hundred  hotse,  un* 
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d«r  Qeaeral  Gftinesi  and  five  haodrad  oader 
another  Qeneralj  were  at  Prospeet  Bluff,  where 
they  are  rebaildiog  the  barot  fort  $  that  one  thou- 
fand  Indiana^  of  different  nations,  were  at  Span- 
ish Blufl^  building  another  fort  under  the  diree* 
tion  of  American  officers ;  that,  so  soon  as  these 
forts. were  built,  they  intended  to  mareh^>they 
have  commenced.  Yesterday  morning  adfice 
was  received  that  tb<y  had  appeared  near  — - 
and  taken  two  of  the  sons  of  McQueen  and  an 
Indian.  Late  in  the  afternoon  three  schooners 
eame  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
this  morning  the  American  ^g  is  seen  flying  on 
the  largest, 

I  am  blockaded  here )  no  Indiana  will  come 
with  me ;  and  I  am  now  suffering  from  the  fa- 
tigue of  comio|[  here  alone. 

The  main  drift  of  the  Americans  is  to  destroy 
the  black  population  of  Suwanee^i  Tell  my 
friend  Boleck  that  it  is  throwing  away  his  peo- 
ple to  attempt  to  resist  such  a  powerful  force  as 
will  be  down  on  Suwaoee ;  and.  as  the  troops 
advance  by  land,  so  will  the  vessels  by  sea.  En- 
deavor to  get  all  the  ffoods  over  the  jriver  in  a 
place  of  security,  as  also  the  skins  of  all  sorts; 
the  corn  must  be  left  to  its  fat«.  80  soon  as  the 
Suwanee  is  destroyed,  I  expect  the  Americans 
will  be  satisfied,  and  retire;  this  is  only  my 
opinion ;  but  I  think  it  is  conformable  to  the  de- 
mand made  by  General  Qaines  of  Kenbagee  some 
months  since.  In  fact,  do  all  you  can  to  save  all 
you  can;  save  the  booKs  particularly,  his  prob- 
able the  commandant  will  receive  some  commu- 
nication from  the  vessels  to-day,  when  he  will 
know  more  certainly  what  are  their  motives  in 
coming  off  the  fort.  I  think  it  is  only  to  shut  up 
the  passage  to  the Indiabs.  Twenty  canoes  went 
down  the  river  yesterday,  and  were  forced  to  re- 
turn. The  road  between  this  and  Miekasuky  is 
said  to  be  stopped.  Hillis  Hadjo  and  Homathle- 
mico  were  here  late  last  oiffht  to  hear  what  ves- 
sels; they  will  remove  all  their  cattle  and  effects 
across  St.  Mark's  river  this  morning,  and  perhaps 
wait  near  thereto  for  the  e^ent. 

I  have  been  as  brief  as  I  can,  to  give  you  the 
substance  of  what  appear  facts  that  cannot  be 
doubted ;  to  enter  into  details  in  the  present  mo- 
ment is  useless.  If  the  schooner  is  returned,  get 
all  the  goods  on  board  of  her,  and  let  her  start  off 
for  Mannatee  creek,  in  the  bottom  of  Cedar  Key 
bay ;  you  will  then  only  have  the  skins  to  hide 
away.  But  no  d«lay  must  take  place,  as  the  ves- 
sels will,  no  doubt,  follow  the  land  army,  and  per- 
haps even  now  some  are  ffone  round.  I  pray 
your  strictest  attention,  for  the  more  that  is  saved 
will  be  eventually  m9re  to  your  interest.  Let 
the  bearer  have  as  much  calico  as  will  make  him 
two  shirtS;  for  his  trouble ;  be  has  promised  to 
deliver  this  in  three,  but  I  give  him  four  days. 

I  am  yours,  affectionately, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

B. 

J'^viii  A.  Arbuthnat  to  Charlet  Cameron,  Governor 

of  Bahamae, 

Sir  :  Being  empowered  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
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Lower  Cfwk  MCioo  to  repreacnt  the  state  of 
their  nation  to  your  excellency,  that  you  may  he 
pleased  to  forward  the  same  for  the  informatioa 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  whom  alone 
they  look  op  /or  protection  against  the  aggrea- 
sioiis  and  encroachments  of  the  Americans,  1  beg 
leave  to  snbiqit  to  your  excellency  the  eneloeed 
representations,  humbly  praying  that  your  excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  take  an  earfy  opporto- 
pity  of  forwarding  the  same  to  Great  Britain. 

I  am  also  instructed  by  Boleck,  chief  of  8ai> 
wanee,  to  make  the  demand  herein  enclosed,  be 
never  having  had  any  share  of  the  presents  dis- 
tributed at  Prospect  Bluff,  though  he  rendered 
equally  eesential  services  as  any  of  the  other 
chiefs  to  (he  British  cause  while  at  war  with 
America,  and  was  at  New  Oileans  with  a  part 
of  his  warriors.  His  frontiers  being  mor^  ex- 
posed to  the  predatory  iocurstons  of  the  back 
Georgians,  who  enter  his  territory  and  drive  off 
his  cattle,  he  is  obliged  to  have  large  parties  out  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  prevent  their  plunder- 
ing; and  being  now  deficient  of  ammunition,  he 
prays  your  Excellency  will  grant  his  small  de- 
mand. 

Humbly  submitting  the  same,  I  have  the  honor 
remain  your  excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

A*  A* 

The  kumbknpreeeniaiion^  of  the  cMefi  of  the  Creek 
nation  to  iKeEaxeUeney  Oovemor  Cameron, 

First,  we  beg  leave  to  represent  that  Edmund 
Doyle  and  William  Hambly,  late  clerks  at  Pros- 
pect Bluff  to  Messrs.  Forbes,  and  who  still  reside 
on  the  Appalaohicola  riv^r,  we  consider  as  the 
principal  cause  cf(  our  present  troubles  and  unea- 
siness.   Hambly  was  the  instrumental  cause  of 
the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff  being  destroyed  by  the 
Americans,  by  which  we  lost  the  supplies  in- 
tended for  our  future  wants.    Since  then  both 
these  qoien  have  kept  emissaries  among  us,  tend- 
ing to  harass  and  disturb  our  repose,  and  that  of 
our  brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Upper  nations; 
they  spread  among  us  reports  that  the  Cowetas, 
aided  by  the  Americans,  are  descending  to  drive 
us  off  our  land;  they  equally  propagate  false. 

.    C. 

From  A.  Arbuthnot  to  Benfamin  i^todie^  Eeg, 
doting  letters  to  Charlea  Bogota  Eeq,,  Britieh . 
ieterat  Waehington. 

SUWANBB,  IN  TBB  OttlBK  NaTION, 

Jamnry  27, 18 181. 
Sir:  Theeoelosed  eontaining  matter  of  serioas 
moment,  and  demanding  the  immediate  aitcD- 
tion  of  his  excellency  the  British  Ambassador,  I 
trust  he  will,  for  this  time,  forgive  the  trifling  ex- 
pense of  postage,  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
prevent  as  much  as  possible  by  comprising  much 
matter  in  one  sheet  of  paper.  Should  you,  sir, 
be  put  to  any  trouble  or  expense  by  this  trouble 
I  give  yooj  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
same,  1  will  instruct  Bain,  Dunshee,  db  Co.,  to 
order  payment  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc., 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
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8ik:  It  is  with  pain  I  again  obirada  mftelf 
upon  yoor  eicellencf 'i  notioe  |  but  the  preMing 
Bolicitations  of  the  ehtefs  of  the  Creek  oatioD, 
and  the  deplorable  situation  in  which  they  are 
placed  by  tlie  wanton  aggreesione  of  the  Ameri- 
eans,  I  trust  yonr  excdwney  will  take  as  m^salfi- 
eleni  apology  for  the  present  iotnision. 
'  In  Aognst  last,  the  head  ebf«f  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  reeeired  a  letter- from  Qeoeral  Q«ineti,of 
which  I  hare  tak^n  the  liberty  of  anneztog  your 
eicelleoey  the  contents,  as  delivered  me  by  the 
ehiershead  fiUiglith  interpreter,  with  Keohagee's 
reply  thereto. 

This  lettev  appears  to  hare  been  intended  to 
sound  the  disposition  of  the  chief,  and  ascertain 
the  force  necessary  to  orerrun  the  nation,  for 
from  then  until  an  actual  attack  was-  made  on 
Fowl  Town,  the  same  Qeoeral,  with  Gkneral 
Jackson^  seems  to  have  been  collecting  troops  and 
settlers  in  various  quarters. 

If  your  excellency  desires  to  have  further  in- 
formation respecting  the  situation  of  this  country 
mnd  iu  inhabitants,  I  can,  from  time  to  time.  In- 
form your  ezcelleDoy  of  such  facts  and  circum- 
stances as  are  stated  to  me  by  chiefs  of  known 
-veracity,  or-  which  may  come  under  my  own 
observation;  and  vour  exceilency^e  orders  ad- 
dressed to  me  at  ffew  Providence  will  either 
find  me  there,  or  be  forwarded  tae  to  this  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

A.  A. 

[The  following  memoranda  were  on  the  back  of  the 

foregoing  letter.] 

Kenhagee,  1,000 ;  Boleck,  1,500 ;  Oso  Hatcho, 
Cboctawhaicby,  500;  Himasbv  Mico,  Chata- 
hoochee,  500;~at  present  with  Hillis  Hadjo. 
At  iMresent  under  arms,  1,000  and  more,  and  at- 
tacking those  Americans  who  have  made  inroads 
into  their  territory. 

A  quantity  of  gunpowder,  lead,  muskets,  and 
flints,  sufficient  to  arm  one  thousand  to  two  thou- 
sand men. 

Mu>ket8,  LOOO,  more  smaller  pieces,  if  possi- 
ble ;  10,000  flints,  a  proportion  for  rifle  put  up 
sejDsrate ;  50  casks  |[unpowder,  a  proportion  for 
rifle;  2,000  knives,  six  to  nine-inch  blades,  good 
quality;  LOOO  tomahawk^;  1000  poiinds  Ver- 
million ;  2^000  pounds  lead^  independent  of  ball 
for  muskets. 

KBNHAGBB, 
BOLBCK. 

(No.  1.) 

Awn  Qitural  Gai$ua  to  UU  Seminole  Chief e. 
To  THB  Sbmimolb  CaiBrs :  Your  Seminoles 
are  very  bad  people;  don't  say  whom  ;  you  have 
murdered  many  of  my  people,  and  stolen  my 
cattle;  and  maov  good  houses,  that  have  cost 
me  money,  you  have  burnt  for  me ;  and  now 
that  you  see  mv  writing,  you  will  think  I  have 
spoken  right.  1  know  it  is  so-— you  know  it  is 
so ;  for  now  you  may  say  I  will  not  go  tipon  yon 
at  random ;  but  just  give  me  the  murderers,  and 
1  will  show  them  my  law ;  and  when  that  is  fin- 


ished and  passed,  if  you  will  come  about  aaj 
of  my  people,  you  will  see  your  friends ;  and  if 
you  see  me,  you  will  see  your  friend.  But  there 
IS  something^  out  in  the  sea,  a  bird  with  a  forked 
tongue;  whip  him  back  before  he  lands;  foi^  he 
will  be  the  ruiu  of  you  yet ;  perhaps  yon  do  not 
know  who  or  what  I  mean— I  mean  the  name  of 
Bagiishmen. 

I  tell  you  this,  that  if  you  do  not  give  me  up 
the  murderers  who  have  murdered  my  people,  I 
say  I  have  got  good  strong  warriors  with  scalp- 
iag  knives  and  tomahawks*  You  harbor  a  great 
many  of  my  black  people  among  you  at  Su  wanee. 
If  you  give  me  leave  to  go  by  you  against  them, 
I  shall  not  hart  anything  belonging  to  you. 

QBNBRAL  QAIfiBS. 

(No.  2.) 

F^wn  Kenhagee  to  General  Gaineif  in  amwer  to  the 

foregoing. 

You  charge  me  with  killing  yoor  people,  steal- 
ing your  cattle,  and  burning  your  houses.  It  is  I 
that  have  cause  to  complain  of  the  Americans* 
While  one  American  has  been  justly  killed  while 
in  the  act  of  stealing  cattle,  more  than  four  In- 
dians have  been  murdered  while  hunting  by  those 
lawless  freebooters.  I  harbor  no  negroes.  When 
the  Boglishmen  were  at  war  with  America,  some 
took  shelter  among  them  j  and  it  is  for  you  white 
people  to  settle  those  thmffs  among  yourselves, 
and  not  to  trouble  us  with  wnat  we  know  nothing 
about.  I  shall  use  force  to  stop  any  armed  Ameri- 
cans from  passing  my  towns  or  on  my  lands. 

KBNHAQBB. 

To  Gkneral  Qaiiibs. 

D. 

<<  Note  qf  Indian  ialkiJ' 

'  In  August,  Cap  had  a  letter  from  Ckneral 
Qaines,  in  substance  as  annexed,  No.  1,  and  re- 
turned the  answer  as  by  No.  2.  Nothing  further  . 
was  said  on  either  side.  The  end  of  October,  a 
party  of  Americans  from  a  fort  on  Flint  river 
surrounded  Fowl  Town  during  the  night,  and 
began  burning  it;  the  Indians  then  in  it  fled  to 
the  siramp,  and  in  their  flight  had  three  persons 
killed  by  fire  from  the  Americans;  they  rsUied 
their  people,  and  forced  the  Americans  to  retire 
some  distance,  but'not  before  they  had  two  more 
persons  killed.  The  Americans  built  a  block- 
house or  fort  where  they  had  fallen  back  to,  and 
immediately  sent  to  the  foru  up  the  country  for 
assistance,  stating  the  Indians  were  the  aggres- 
sors. One  of  those  letters  falling  into  the  hands 
of  General  Mitchell,  he  made  inquiry,  and  found 
hia  people  were  the  aggressors,  and  also  settled 
with  Inbimathlo  for  the  loss  his  people  had  auf- 
fered;  at  the  same  time  sending  a  talk  to  Ken- 
hagee, by  a  headmaii,  Opony,  that  he  would  put 
things  in  such  a  train  as  to  prevent  further  en- 
csoachmeats,  and  get  those  Americans  to  leare 
the  forts.  But  no  sooqer  was  this  good  talk 
given,  and  before  the  bearer  of  it  returned  home, 
than  hundreds  of  Americans  came  pouring  down 
on  the  Indians.    Roused  to  a  sense  of  their  own 
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dftagcr,  they  flew  to  amw,  and  have  been  eon- 
pelied  to  sappon  tbem  ever  sioQe.  It  is  tot  alone 
frota  tlie  conntrf,  but  by  veBsels  enteriog  Appa- 
laehicoJa  rirer,  that  troops  aad  settlers  ere  pour" 
iag  into  the  lodian  territory,  and,  if  perioitted  to 
coDtinae.  will  soon  oTerran  the  whole  of  the  la- 
diaa  lands. 

From  the  talk  sent  Kenbagee  by  Qeneral 
Mitchell,  I  am  in  hopes  that  those  a^essions  of 
•the  Amerieans  on  the  Indian  territory  are  not 
countenanced  by  the  American  GoTermnent.  bat 
originate  with  men  devoid  of  princi]^e,  who  set 
kws  and  instructions  at  defianee,  and  stick  at  no 
cruelty  and  oppressions  to  obtain  their  ends. 
Against  such  oppressors  the  American  Govern- 
ment toitist  nae  not  only  all  their  influence,  but,  if 
necessary,  force^  or  their  names  must  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  as  a  •nation  more  cruel  and 
sarage  to  the  unforttmate  aborigines  of  this  coun- 
try than  ever  were  the  Spaniards,  in  more  dark 
ages,  to  fhe  natives  of  South  America. 

The  English  Government,  as  the  special  pro- 
tectors of  the  Indian  nations,  and  on  whom  alone 
they  rely  for  assistance,  ought  to  step  forward 
and  save  those  unfortunate  people  from  ruin ; 
and  as  you,  sir,  are  appointed  to  watch  over  those 
interests,  it  is  my  duty,  as  an  Englishman,  and  the 
only  one  in  this  part  of  the  Indian  nation,  to  in- 
struct you  of  the  talks  the  chiefs  bring  me  for 
your  information ;  and  I  sincerely  trust,  sir,  you 
will  use  the  powers  you  are  vested  with  for  the 
service  and  protection  of  these  unfortunate  peo- 
ple^  who  look  np  to  you  as  their  saviour.  I  have 
written  General  Mitchell,  who  I  learn  is  an  ex- 
cellent man,  and,  as  he  acts  as.  Indian  agent,  I 
hope  his  influence  will  stop  the  torrent  of  inno- 
vators, and  give- peace  and  quietness  to  the  Creek 
nation. 

'  I  pray  you  excellency  will  pardon  this  intru- 
aiott,  which  nothing  but  ibe  uigency  of  the  oase 
woakl  have  Indaoed  me  to  make. 

I  iMive  the  honor  to  be,  dbe.  A.  A. 

E. 
From  CappaehimicQ  and  Beleck  to  Governor  Cameron. 

It  is  with  .paiaw«are  again  obliged  to  obtrude 
ounelves  on  your  exoellency's  notice,  in  conse- 
•qnenoe  of  the  cruel  war  we  have  been  forced 
into  by  the  irruption  of  the  Americans  into  the 
hearc  of  our  lands.  It  will  be  first  necessary  to 
state  to  your  excellency  that  one  head  chief,  Ken- 
bagee. received  a  letter  from  General  Gaines  in 
August  lasty  a  copy  of  wkieh  is  enclosed,  with 
the  answer  returned  thereto.  This  letter  only 
appears  to  havo  been  a  prelude  to  plans  deter- 
mined on  by  the  said  General  and  General  Jack- 
son, to  bring  on  troops  and  settlers  to  drive  us 
•  from  our  lands  and  take  poeseasion  of  them;  for, 
:in  the  end  of  October,  a  party  of  Americans  sur- 
rounded Fowl  Town  during  the  nighty  aad  in  the 
morning  began  seuing  fire  to  it,  making  the  uo- 
fbztuaate  inhabitants  fly  to  the  swamp,  and  who, 
in  their  flight,  had  three  persons  killed  by  the 
fire  of  the  Americans.  Oar  Indians,  rallying, 
diove  the  Americaas  &om  the  town,  butiin  their 


exurtiuns,  had  two  tnoteof  their  people  kitted. 
The  Aaierioans  reiirad-.some  distance  and  built  a 
fort  or  block-house  to  protect  themselves  ualil 
the  assistance  they  had  sent  for  to  the  forts  «p 
the  country  should  arrive.  A  letter  failing  into 
the  hands  of  General  Mitchell,  the  Indtan  agent, 
which  stated  the  Indians  to  have  been  tbeag- 
ff ressors,  he  suepeoted  its  truth,  and,  on  inquiry,^ 
found  it  was  the  reverse  $  in  oonsequence,  he 
made  satisfaction  to  Inhimathlo,  the  cUef  ^f 
Fowl  Town,  and  his  people,  for  the  injuries  aad 
losses  they  had  sustained ;  at  the  same  time  h& 
desired  a  talk  to  be  sent  to  our  head  chiefs,  stat- 
ing his  wish  to  see  all  the  Indians  friends, and  that 
in  twenty  days  he  would  sendaad  get  the  Amer- 
icans to  retire  from  the  forts»  But  this  had  jk> 
efiect  on  the  lawless  invaders  of  our  soil,  for,  be- 
fore  the  bearer  of  the  talk  could  return  houM,  ise 
met  hundreds  of  Americans  descending  on  ue; 
they  have  also  settlers  and  troops  which  come 
from  Mobile,  and  go  up  the  Appalaahicola  river* 
Thus,  seeing  no  end  to  those  inroads,  necessity 
compelled  us  to  have  recourse  to  arms,  and  our 
brethren  are  now  fighting  for  the  land  they  in- 
herited from  their  fathers,  for  their  families  aad 
friends.  Bui  what  will  our  exertions  do  without 
asaistance  ?  Our  sinews  of  war  are  almost  apeat ; 
aad  harassed  as  we  have  been  for  years,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  lay  b^  the.  means  to  provide  for 
our  extraordinary  wants ;  and  to  whom  can  ire 
look  up  to  for  protection  and  support,  but  to  those 
friends  who  have  at  ail  former  times  held  forth 
their  hands  to  uphold  us,  and  who  have  sworn, 
in  their  late  treaty  with  the  Americans,  to  see 
our  just  rights  and  privileges  respected  and  pro- 
tectee from  insult  aad  aggression  1  We  now 
call  on  your  exoelleacy,  as  the  representative  of 
our  lather.  King  George,  to  send  such  aid  in  am- 
munition as  we  are  absolutely  in  want  of,  as  oar 
brother  chief,  Hiilis  Hadjo,  was  informed,  when 
in  Eoffland,that,  when  ammunition  waa  wanted 
to  enable  us  to  protect  our  just  rights,  your  ex- 
eeUenoyjvould  supply  us  wiih  what  was  neces- 
sary. We  have  applied  to  the  Spanish  officer  at 
the  Ibrt  of  St.  Mark,  but  his  small  supply  pre- 
vents his  being  able  to  assist  us,  and  we  hare 
«alyon  your  excellency  to  depend.  We  like- 
wise pray  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  Co 
send  an  oncer  or  person  to  lead  us  right,,  and  to 
•apportion  the  supply  yon  may  be  pleased  to  send 
us  agreeably  to  our  proper  wants. 

In  prayioff  your  excellency  will  lend  an  ear  to 
our  demand,  and  despatch  it  without  delay,  we 
remain  your  excellency's  most  obedient  friends 
and  servants, 

CA^FACHIMICO, 
fiOLSCK, 
For  ourmhe9  and  ail  the  other  M^» 

of  the  Lower  Creek  nation. 

His  fixc^y  Governor  Cameroii. 

F. 

Letter  fiom  A.  Arbuthnot  to  Colonel  E.  Niekolb* 

NA88AU,  N.  P.,  AugUtt  26, 1817. 
Sift ;  iispecialLy  authorked  by  the  ehials  of  ihe 


L 


2041 


XVPWKTHnC. 


vm 


/fafcrfl^mi' iwit^  fl|ttiW"i 


Loirer  Creek  natioD,  whose  Barnes  I  affix  to  the 
present,  I  am  desired  to  address  foOi  that  yoa 
may  lay  their  complaint  before  His  Majesty's 
QoTernmeat.    They  desire  it  to  be  made  koowa 
that  chey  have  implicitly  followed  yoar  advice  in 
living  friendly  with  tbe  Americans,  who  were 
their  Of  ighbors,  and  nowise  attempted  to  molest 
them,  though  they  bare  seen  the  Americana  en- 
cfoaeh  on  their  territory,  burning  their  towns, 
and  making  fields  where  their  houses  stood,  on 
the  ChatalMoehee:  rather  than  make  resistance, 
they  have  retired  lower  in  the  peninsula*    The 
town  of  Sean  Hallowav,  where  Otis  Mico  was 
chief,  is  one  instance  or  the  encroachments  of 
the  Americans.    This  town  is  situated  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Ghtines ;  and  Micco  was  desired  to 
submit  to  the  Americans,  or  his  town  would  be 
blown  to  atoms;  rather  than  do  so,  he  retired, 
and  iM  now  living  in  the  lower  nation ;  and  his 
fields,  and  even  where  the  town  stood*  is  ploughed 
up  by  the  Americans.     Thejr  complain  of  the 
English  Qovernment  negleetmg  them  after  hav- 
iof  drawn  them  into  a  war  with  America ;  that 
you,  sir,  hare  not  kept  your  promise  of  sending 
people  to  reside  among  them ;  and  that,  tf  they 
have  not  some  person  or  persoiu  resident  in 
the  nation  to  watch  over  their  interests^  they 
will  soon  be  driven  to  the  extremity  of  the 
peninsula.    Ton  left  Mr.  Hambly  to  ^atoh  over 
the  interests  of  the  Creek  nation,  Jbut  yon  had 
hardly  left  the  nation  when  he  turned  traitor, 
and  was  led  by  Forbes  to  take  the  part  of  the 
Americains.    Ilis  letter  to  me,  of  which  I  annftz 
you  a  copy,  will  show  you  what  lengths  he  could 
go  if  he  had  the  means.    It  is  Hambly  and  Doyle 
who  give  the  Indians  ail  the  trouble  they  experi- 
ence; tlaey  send  their  emissaries  among  the  Lower 
Creeks,   and  make  theol  believe  the  Cowetas, 
aided    by  the  Americans,  are  arming  against 
them :  cbus  both  are  put  in  fear ;  and  their  fields 
are  neglected,  and  hunting  is  not  thought  of.    I 
have  endeavored  to  do  away  this  fear,  by  writing 
the  chief  of  the  Coweta  towns  that  they  ought 
to  live  on  friendly  terms  with  their,  brethren  of 
the  lower  nation,  whose  wishes  were  to  be  on 
good  terms  with  them,  and  not  to  listen  to  any 
bad  talktf)  but  to  chase  those  that  give  them  from 
among  them.    My  letter  was  answered  by  them 
rather  favorablvjand  I  hope  the  talk  that  was 
sent  to  the  Big  Warrior  last  June  will  heal  the 
diffetence  between  them. 

Hillis  Hadjo  arrived  in  my  schooner  at  Ochlo-. 
ebnee  Sound  last  June,  and  was  well  received  by 
all  the  chiefs  and  others  who  came  to  welcome 
him  home.  In  consequence  of  his  arrival,  a  talk 
was. held,  the  substance  of  which  I  pot  on  paper 
for  them,  and  it  was  sent  with  a  pipe  of  peace  to 
the  other  nations.  Hillis  Hadjo  wished  to  return 
to  Nassau  with  me,  but  I  prevailed  on  him  to 
stay  in  the  nation,  and  keep  them  all  at  peace.  I 
regret,  sir,  to  notice  this  poor  man's  affairs,  though 
by  hia  desire :  it  appears  that  he  arrived  in  Nas^ 
saa  a  short  time  after  I  had  left  it,  4n  January, 
and  Captain  W.  being  here,  took  charge  of  him, 
his  goods  and  money,  prevailing  on  the  Governor 
to  let  him  stay  with  him  until  he  went  down  to 


the  nation,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  do.  Of 
the  money  received  of  Gbvernor  Cameron,  he 
had  only  given  him  eighty  dollars,  by  Captain 
W.,  a  barrel  of  sugar,  a  bag  of  coffee,  and  a  small 
keg  of  rum ;  and  the  interpreter,  Shugert,  in- 
formed me  that  when  Hillis  Hadjo  asked  for  an 
account,  Captain  W.  refused,  it,  saying  it  would 
be  useless  to  a  man  who  could  not  read.  He 
also  misses  two  cases,  one  of  which  contained, 
he  thinks,  crockery;  I  have  made  inquirer  of  His 
Majesty's  ordnance  storekeeper,  and  he  informs 
me  the  whole  were  delivered  to  Captain  W.;  they 
are  therefore  lost  to  Hillis  Hadjo. 

I  am  desired  to  return  Hillis  Hadjo's  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  handsome  man- 
net  you  treated  him  in  England,  and  he  bege  his 
prayer  may  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent.  I  left  him  and  all 
his  family  well  on  the  20th  of  June.  Old  Cap- 
pacbimico  desires  me  to  send  hia  best  respects, 
and  requests  that  you  would  send  out  people  to 
live  among  them,  and  all  the  land  they  took 
from  Forbes  shall  be  theirs.  At  all  events,  they 
must  have  an  agent  among  them,  to  see  thai  the 
Americans  adhere  to  the  treaty,  and  permit  them 
to  live  unmolested  on  their  own  lands.  This 
agent  should  b6  authorized  by  His  Majesty's 
Qovernment,  or  he  will  not  be  attended  to  by 
the  Americans.  In  the  gazettes  of  Georgia,  the 
Americans  report  the  Semioole  Indians  are  con- 
tinually committing  murders  on  their  borders, 
and  making  incursions  into  the  State.  These 
are  fabrications  tending  to  irritate  the  American 
Government  against  the  poor  Indians;  for,  during 
the  time  I  was  in  the  nation,  there  was  only  one 
American  killed,  and  he,  with  two  others,  was 
in  the  act  of  driving  off  cattle  belonging  to  Bow- 
legs, chief  of  Suwanee ;  whereas  three  men  and 
a  boy  were  killed  last  June,  by  a  party  of  Ameri- 
can cattle-stealers,  while  in  their  bunting-camps ; 
4  the  boy  they  scalped;  and  one  of  Bowlegs'  head- 
-men  was  killed  on  St.  John's  river,  in  July.  The 
back- woods  Georgians,  and  those  resident  on  the 
borders*  of  the  Indian  nation,  are  continually  en- 
tering it,  and  driving  off  cattle.  They  have,  In 
some  iostaaees,  made  settlements,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  Choctowhatchy  river,  where  a  con- 
siderable ntimber  have  descended. 

By  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  the  Ameri- 
cans were  to  give  up  to  the  Indians  all  the  laoils 
that  they  may  have  taken  from  them  during  the 
war,  and  place  them  on  the  same  footing  they 
were  in  1811.  It  appears  they  have  not  done  so ; 
that  Fort  Gaines,  on  the  ChaUhoochee  river, 
and  Camp  Crawford,  on  the  Flint  river,  are  both 
on  Indian  territory,  that  was  not  in  possession  of 
the  Aoiericans  in  1811.  They  are  fearful  that, 
before  any  aid  is  given  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment, they  will  no  longer  be  in  possession  of  any 
territory. 

I  wrote  last  January  to  his  excellency  the  hoa* 
orable  Charles  Bagot,  respecting  the  encroach* 
meats  of  the  Americans;  as  I  was  informed  by 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  right  honorable 
Earl  Batbufst,  handed  me  by  his  excellency  Gov- 
ernor CaoMron,  that  |Iis  Majestt's  ambassador 
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had  rfceived  orders  to  wateh  orer  the  ioterests 
of  the  lodiaas.  Sioee  my  return  here,  I  have 
received  of  Mr.  Moodie,  of  uharlealon,  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  bonorabie  Charles  Bagol, 
atalioff  that  the  expense  of  postage  is  so  con- 
alderable,  that  anf  further  communications  of 
the  sane  nature  must  be  sent  him  by  private 
hands.  Now,  sir,  as  no  person  goes  direct  from 
this  to  Washington,  how  am  I  to  be  able  to  com- 
ply with  his  desire  ?  Thas  he  will  be  kept  igno- 
rant of  the  real  situation  of  the  poor  Indians,  and 
the  encroachments  dail^  made  on  their  lands  by 
American  settlers :  while  he  may  be  told  by  the 
American  Government  that  no  encroachments 
have  been  made,  and  that  the  forts  they  still  hold 
are  necessary  to  check  the  unruly  Beminoles. 
Thus  the  person  appointed  to  watch  over  the  in- 
terests of  the  Indians  having  no  other  means  of 
information  than  from  the  partiee  interested  in 
their  destruction,  and  seeing  from  time  to  time, 
ia  the  American  gszettes,  accounts  of  cruel  mur- 
ders, dtc.  committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier 
seltleroenta  of  the  United  States,  he  apprehends 
the  Indians  merit  all  the  Americans  do  to  them. 

But  let  His  Majesty's  Qovernment  appoint  aa 
agent,  with  full  powers,  and  to  correspond  with 
His  Majesty's  ambassador  at  Washington,  and 
his  ejrea  will  then  be  opened  as  to  the  motives 
that  influence  American  individuals,  as  well  as 
the  Government,  in  vilifying  the  Indians.  The 
powers  given  me  and,  the  instructions  were  to 
memorialize  His  Majesty's  Government  as  well 
aa  the  (Governor  General  of  Havana ;  but  if  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  letter  before  His  Ma- 
jesty's oecretary  of  State,  it  will  save  the  neces- 
aity  of  the  first ;  and  I  fear  that  a  memorial  to 
the  Ck>Ternor  General  would  be  of  no  uae.  Re- 
ferring you  to  the  answer,*  I  am,  most  resjiect- 
ftiUy,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

Lt.  CoL  E.  N1GBOLL8. 

G. 

From  A.  Arhutknoi  to  Wiliiam  HimUy. 

OcHLOOBHnB  SOUMD,  Moif  3^  1817. 

Bib:  On  my  return  here  this  day,  I  received  a 
letter  signed  by  you,  and  dated  the  dSd  March. 
Aa  yod  therein  take  the  iibertv  of  advising  me,  as 
you  tay,  by  order  of  the  chieu  of  the  Greek  na- 
tion, I  am  glad  of,  and  shall  embrace  this  opening 
Jon  give  me,  and  reply  to  you  at  some  length, 
'irst,  sir,  let  me  prenice  that,  when  you  lived  at 
Prospect  Blttif,  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  &  Co., 
yon  did  not  consider  Cappachlmieo,  McQtoeen, 
or  any  other  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Greek 
nation,  as  outlaws,  nor  have  they  ever  been  eon* 
aidered  as  such  by  the  English  Government,  who 
are  the  esnecial  protectors  of  the  Indian  nationa ; 
and  it  ill  becomes  Mr.  Harobly  to  call  Cappschi 
mico  an  outlaw—that  man  who  has  ever  been  his 
friend,  and  by  his  authority  has  prolonged  hit. 
life.  Yes,  sir^  the  young  chiefiB  and  warriors  of 
the  Greek  nation,  oonsidering  you  as  the  chief 
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cause  of  their  troubles,  would  have  long' ere  thia 
had  possesmoQ  of  you,  and,  perhaps,  with  your 
life  made  yoo  pay  the  forfeit  for  the  injuries 
heaped  on  them,  had  not  that  man,  who  has  been 
your  friend  from  your  earlj  youth,  stepped  in  as 
your  protector.  Yet  this  is  the  man  whoin  Mr. 
Hambly  presumes  to  call  an  outlaw  I  A  par- 
doned villain,  when  goina  to  the  gallows,  would 
bles9  the  hand  that  saved  his  life;  but  Mr.  Ham- 
bly blaivphemes  his  saviour  1 

As  Mr.  Hambly's  generous  friend  is  the  prln- 
cip.tl  cause  of  my  being  in  this  country,  as  an* 
honest  man  I  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  my  promise 
to  him  and  the  other  chiefs.  The  guilty  alone 
have  fear;  an  honest  and  upright  man  dreads  no 
danger,  fears  no  evil,  as  he  commits  no  ill ;  and 
your  arm  of  justice  ought  to  be  applied  where  it 
would  riffhtly  fall-— on  the  heads  of  the  reaily 
ffuiity.  Yuur  mean  and  vile  insinuation,  that  i 
have  been  the  cause  qf  thefis  and  murders,  comee 
ill  from  him  who  has  been  the  cause  of  the  mur- 
der of  hundreds.  Though  your  usage  was  made 
villainous  at  the  foH,  yet  your  revenge  was  too 
savage  and  sanguinary.  If  your  conduct,  sir,  to 
the  Indiane  were  guided  by  as  pure  motives  aa 
mine,  you  would  endeavor  to  influence  them  to 
esteem  and  respect  each  other  as  brothers,  and 
live  in  harmony  and  friendship;  cnltivatio^ their 
lands  in  Summer,  and  taking  their  diversions  of 
hunting  in  Winter |  respecting  their  Beighix>rs, 
and  making  yourself  respected  by  them..  If  thus, 
sir,  you  would  act,  (and  by  your  knowledge  of 
their  language  you  have  much  more  in  your 
power  than  any  other  man,)  you  would  then  be 
the  true  friend  of  the  Indians.  Were  I  an  insti- 
gator to  theft  and  murder,  would  I  hold  the  Ian* 
ffuage  I-  have  done  to  the  chiefs  and  others  who 
nave  called  on  mel  Abk  the  lieutenant  com- 
mandinff  at  Fort  Gaines  if  my  letter  to  htm 
breathed  the  strains  uf  a  murderer;  at»k  Opony 
Hatcho,  or  Deny,  his  interpreter,  if  the  recom- 
mendatory note  1  sent  him  by  order  of  Opoor 
could  be  written  by  an  instigator  to  murder;  aslc 
Opony  himself  if  my  language  to  him  was  that 
ol  a  murderer}  as<k  Mappelitohy,  a  chief  residing 
among  the  Americans  on  Ockmulgee,  if  my  lan- 
guage add  advice  to  him  savored  of  that  of  a 
murderer.  All  those,  and  every  Indian  who  haa 
heard  my  talks,  will  contradict  your  vile  assert 
tiuns. 

But  Mappalitchy  has  given  me  a  clue  by  which 
I  can  unravel  from  whence  the  aspersions  come  : 
not  from  Opony  Hatcho,  or  any  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  upper  towns,  but  from  him  who  endeavors  to 
lead  them  to  mischiefs  and  quarrels  with  eaeh 
other.  Did  not  the  chiefs  hear  my  note  read  with 
reapect,  and  perfectly  accord  with  my  sentimenta 
of  being  all  as  brethren,  uniting  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship  and  level  Did  not  thev  agree  to 
smoke  the  pipe  of  peace  with  their  bretliren  of 
the  lower  nation,  and  live  in  future  as  brotbersf 
What  made  some  of  them  alter  their  minds  after- 
wards? Ttie  interference  of  a  humane  roan,  who 
caused  them  to  write  a  letter  to  me  demanding 
my  removal  from  a  band  of  outlaws,  and  which 
letter  is  signed  **William  Hambly." 
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I  tiiaU  oftly  make  one  more  obcerTtUoo,  aji4 
that  will  show  from  whenee  I  came,  and  whether 
I  came  aroonf^t  the  lodiaos  as  a  rereoger,  or  as 
the  frieod  of  peace  and  harmony. 

lo  the  Spring  of  18i6,  Mr.  Hambly  sent  Gov- 
ernor Cameron  a  letter  containing  talks  of  the 
chiefff  of  ihe  Indian  nations :  they  were  forwarded 
to  England,  and  his  excellency  handed  me,  on 
my  leaving  Providence,  an  answer  thereto  from 
the  right  honorable  Earl  Bathurst,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  chief  Secretaries  of  State,  that  I  mijgbt 
make  the  same  known  to  the  chiefs  on  my  arrival 
in  the  nation.  What  will  Governor  Cameron 
think  of  the  man  who,  in*  1816,  could  write  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  Americans  on  the  In- 
dian nation,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1817  call  the 
chiefs  of  that  nation,  for  whom  he  more  especi- 
ally wrote,  outlaws?  Mr.  Hambly  may  sell  his 
services  lo  Aiaerica,  but  no  man  can  expatriate 
himself  from  the  allegiance  due  to  bis  native 
country;  and  a  Government  may  call  on  a 
friendly  nation  to  give  ap  a  subject  that  has  se- 
riously wronged  her. 

I  rpcummend  Mr.  Hambly  to  be  content  with 
the  douceur  he  may  have  received,  and  permit 
the  unlettered  Indian  to  live  quietly  and  peacea- 
bly on  his  native  land. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  with  the  one 
from  you,  to  be  read  to  the  chiefs  of  the  nation, 
and  shall,  at  the  same  time,  take  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  myself  more  tuljy  than  I  did  in  the 
note  heal  by  Opony.  Wishing  you  a  speedy  re- 
cantation of  your  errors,  and  a  return  to  your 
former  way  of  thinking,  I  am  your  obediem 
servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

H. 

Letter  from  A.  Arbuthnet  to  the  Cheemor  ef  Havana. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  whose  names 
are  hereunto  annexed,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
excellency  and  represent  their  complaints.  Long 
imposed  on  by  the  persons  keeping  stores  in  this 
country,  in  charging  us  exorbitant  prices  for 
their  goods,  while  they  only  allowed  us  a  verj 
trifling  one  for  our  peltry,  we  have  found  it 
necessary  to  look  out  tur  a  person  that  will  deal 
(airly  with  us,  and  we  wish  to- establish  a  store 
for  him  on  Appalache  river.  We  have  made 
application  to  tne  commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 
and  he  has  referred  us  to  your  excellency.  It  is 
not  alone  the  impositions  that  ha  ve  been  practised 
upon  us  that  has  made  os  presume  to  addr^ 
your  excellency;  we  have  complaints  of  a  more 
aerious  nature  against  the  persons  employed  by 
the  only  house  that  has  bet>n  established  among 
VSy  that  of  Mr.  Forbes.  In  the  first  place,  some 
years  back,  under  fwlse  pretences,  they  attempted 
to  rob  us  of  a  very  large  portion  uf  our  best  lands, 
anil  we  the  more  readily  acceded  to  ii,  from  the 
faithful  promise  given  us  that  they  would  get 
English  people  to  settle  it  and  live  among  us; 
but  far  from  doing  this,  Mr.  Forbes  attempted  tu 
sell  it  to  the  American  Government,  and  settle 
it  with  Americans.    Tnus  finding  ourselves  de- 


ceived and  imposed  on,  we  .withdrew  oar  grant 
about  three  years  since,  which,  from  the  stipula- 
tions contained  therein  not  being  fulfilled  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Forbes,  we  conceived  we  bad  a  right  to 
do.  Secondly,  Mr.  Doyle  and  Mr.  William  Ham- 
bly, th<3  two  persons  left  in  the  nation  to  carry  on 
Mr.  Forbes's  business  have,  for  more  than  two 
years,  been  endeavoring  to  influence  us  to  join 
ihe  Americans;  and  finding  that  fair  means 
would  not  swerve  us  from  our  attachments  to 
our  ancient  friends,  the  English,  they  have  re- 
cently had  recourse  to  threats  af  bringing  the 
Americans  down  upon  us;  and  that  people  only 
want  a  pretext  toattack  us,  which  the  said  Doyle 
and  Hambly  attempt  to  give  them  byepreadmg 
false  reports  of  our  murdering  the  Americans, 
stealing  their  cattle,  and  preparing  for  war  against 
them,  while,  in  fact,  it  is  the  Americans  who 
murder  our  red  brethren,  steal  our  cattle  by  bun* 
dreds  at  a  time^  and  are  daily  encroaehing  on  oor 
lands,  and  maintaining  the  settlers  in  their  ill- 
gottan  poasesaions  by  armed  force. 

On  the  Cboctawhatchy  river  there  is  a  large 
body  of  Americans,  forming  settlements,  and 
more  are  daily  joiaing  them.  As  this  river  ia 
far  within  that  line  marked. out  by  your  exeel- 
laocy's  Gtovernmeat  and  the  Americans  some 
ye^irs  since,  (though  that  line  was  unknown  to 
us  until  very  lately,  and  we  never  gave  our  eanc- 
tion,  nor,  in  fact,  knew  of  any  sale  of  our  landa 
beinff  made  to  the  Americans,)  we  trust  your 
excellency  will  give  orders  to  displace  them  from 
within  the  line,  and  send  them  back  to  their  own 
country.  Our  delaying  to  address  your  excel- 
lency to  represent  the  afore-mentioned  grievances 
has  been  owing  to  the  want  of  a  person  to  attend 
to  our  talks,  and  put  them  in  writing  for  us.  The 
commandant  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  has  heard 
all  our  talks  and  complaints.-  He  approves  of 
what  we  have  done  ana  what  we  are  doing,  and 
it  is  by  his  recommendation  we  have  thus  pre- 
sumed to  address  yoor  excellency. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Govibnob  Gbmbbal,  4o. 

No.  1. 

Power  of  attorney  from  the  JMian  ehirfe  to  A,  Ar* 

inUhnot* 

Know  all  men  by  theae  presents,  that  was,  ehitfa 
of  the  Greek  nation,  whoae  names  are  affixed  to 
this  power,  having  fitU  faith  and  confidence  in 
Akxamkr  Arbutknotf  of  New  Providenae,  who, 
l^nowing  all  oor  talks,  is  fully  acquainted  with 
our  Intentions  and  wishes,  do  hereby,  by  these 
presents,  eonstitoie  and  appoint  him,  tbe  said 
Alexander  AHnUhnot^  our  attorney  and  iigeni| 
with  full  power  and  anthority  to  act  for  us  an« 
in  our  names  in  all  affairs  relating  to  oor  nation, 
and  also  to  write  such  letters  and  papers  as  to 
him  may  appear  necessary  and  proper  for  oar 
benefit,  and  that  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Given  at  Oefaluehnea  Sound^  in  the  Creek  na- 
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lioQ,  that  neveoteesth  day  of  Jone^  oot  thoosaDd 
eiffat  hundred  and  seveirCeeo* 

Cappaobimieo)  his  x  mark;  Keobagee,  chief 

01  ihe  MiekasakiaB. 
Infatmatblo,  his  z  mark;  chief  of  the  Fowl 

towns. 
Charle  Tastonakf ,  his  x  mark:  Charle  Ni- 

shoroatti,  second  chief  of  the  Ockmnlgee 

towns. 
Otos  Mico,  his  x  mark;  chief  of  the  Con- 

holoway,  below  Fort  Gaines, 
Ocbaeona  Tostonaky,  his  x  mtrk ;  Opoojr, 

chief  of  the  Ockmalgee  towns. 
Imathlache,  his  z  mark ;  chief  of  the  Attit* 

pulgas. 
Inhimachluchf,  his  z  mark;, chief  of  the 

Palate  hocolejs. 
Lahoe  Himathlo,  his  z  mark ;  chief  of  the 

Chebaws. 
Homathlemko,  his  z  mark ;  chief  of  the 

Red  Sticks. 
Talmuches  Htteho,  his  z  mark ;  Peter 

Mcdueen,  chief  of  the  TaUapasses,  (an 

old  Red  Stick.) 
HiUis  Hadjo,  his  z  mark ;   Francis,  the 

prophet. 
Opoithliflorico)  his  z  mark ;  a  Red  Slick, 

created  chief  by  the  lower  towns. 

Witness :  Pzm  Sbvgbrt,  hUrpreter^ 

I  certify  that  the  Indian  chiefs  whose  signatores 
are  placed  above  to  the  full  powers  granted  to 
Alezander  Arbuthnot  are  the  chiefs  of  th^  towns 
and  places  above  named. 

WILLIAM  HAMBLY. 
.  Witness :  William.  S.  Fulton, 

PrivcUe  Secretary  to  Com?g  General* 

No.l^ 

[Snppoied  to  be  irom  Bowlegs  to  the  Governor  of  81. 

AngustincJ 

Sib  :  I  had  (he  honor  of  receiving  yonr  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
person  to  write  an  answer  to  the  same  is  the  cause 
of  this  apparent  neglect. 

r  shall  De  very  happy  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing and  correspondence  with  yoo,  and  hope 
you  will,  when  occasion  offers,  advise  me  of  such 
things  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  people. 
My  warriors  and  others  that  go  to  St.  Augustine 
return -with  fahe  reports  tending,  to  harass  and 
distress  my  people,  and  preventing  them  from 
attending  to  their  usual  avocations.  At  one  time 
the  Americans  and  upper  Indians,  supported  by 
a  ^force  of  about  three  thoaeaad  inen)  were  run** 
ninjlp.' lines  far  within  the  IndJan  territbry;  at 
aadiher  time,  tbev  were  collecting  a.force  at  Fort 
Mitefaeli,  In  the  forks  of  Flint  and  Chatahoochee 
rireffs,  to  fall  on  the  tolrns  below.  Now,  air,  we 
kaaw  of  no  reasiin  the  Americans  can  have  to 
aitack  us,  an  inoffensive  and  unoffending  people. 
We  bare  none  of  their  slaves;  we  have  taken 
none  of  their  property  ance  the  Americans  made 
peace  with  our  good  father,  King  Qeorge.  We 
nave  followed  the  orders  of  bis  officer  that  was 
with  us,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  NichoUs,) 


aid  in  nowise  molested  the  Americans,  though 
we  sea  them  daily  encroaching  on  our  territory, 
stealing  our  cattle,  and  murdering  and  carrving 
off  our  people  That  same  officer  also  tola  us, 
we,  as  allies  to  the  great  King,  our  father,  were 
included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  our  good 
father  and  the  Americans,  and  that  the  latter 
were  to  give  up  all  the  territory  that  had  been 
taken  from  us  before  and  during  the  war.  Yet, 
so  far  from  complying  with  the  ninth  article  of 
that  treaty,  they  are  daily  making  encroachments 
om  our  land,  getting  persons  who  are  not  known 
to  the  chiefs,  and  without  any  power  or  author- 
ity to  grant  and  sign  over  lands  to  them.  Thus 
they  deceive  the  world,  and  make  our  very  friends 
bdteve  we  are  in  league  with  them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  natron,  with  the 
head  warriors,  assembled  at  my  town  on  the  8th 
instant^  and  came  to  the  resolutfon  of  informing 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  of  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  Americans  and  the  officers  of  their 
Government  towards  us-;  it  has  been  done  ac« 
cordinghr,  and  copies  sent  to  Bngland.  We  de- 
mand of^the  King,  our  father,  to  Iz  some  of  his 
people  among  us,  who  rnray  inform  him  f^om 
time  to  time  of  what  is  passing,  and  see  the 
Americans  do  not  eztend  themselves  on  our  lands. 
The. Spanish  subjects  in  the  Floridas  are  too 
much  in  the  interests  of  the  Americans  to  be  our 
friends.  For'  the  Gk>vernors  I  shnll  always  en- 
tertain the  greatest  regard;  but  for  the  people, 
they  do  not  act  so  as  to  merit  nry  esteem  and 
proiectioo.  Yon  desire  I  would  chase  those  ma« 
rauders  who  steal  R»y  cattle:  my  people  have 
lately  driven  some  Americans  from  Lahhewary. 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Americans  will  lay  hold 
of  this  as  a  pretezt  to  make  war  on  us.  as  they 
have  before  done,  in  stating  we  harbor  their  run- 
away  slaves.* 

To  His  Ez'ey  Don  Joan  CoppiMoeb, 
Qavemor  of  St.  Auguetim. 

No.  3. 

Sin :  Kenbagee,  the  head  chief  of  the  Lower 
Creek  nation,  has  called  on  me  to  request  I  would' 
represent  to  you  the  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct 
of  the  American  people  living  on  the  borders  of 
the  Indian  nation,  and  which  he  was  in  hopes,  from 
a  talk  you  were  pleased  (o  send  him  some  weeks 
since,  would  have  been  put  a  stop  to,  and  peace 
restored  between  the  Indians  aiad  American  people. 
But,  far  from  any  stop  being  put  to  their  inroads 
and  encroachments,  they  are  pouring  in  by  hun- 
dreds at  a  time,  not  only  from  the  lana  side, 
but  ascending  the  Appalaehicola  in  vesseMoads. 
Thus,  the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  take 
up  arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of  law- 
less invaders.  Your  known  philanthrope  and 
goodwill  to  the  Indians  induce  the  head  cniefs  to 
hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  using  your  in- 
fluence to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their 
lands,  and  order  that  those  who  have  already  pre^ 
sumed  to  seize  our  fields  may  retire  therefirom* 

*  See  this  letter,  (No.  66,)  and  Governor  Coppln- 
ger*s  answer. 


2049 


AUfWBUL 


2080 


RdatimB  wUh  Spain. 


The  Indians  have8ei2ed  two  persons  wbo  they 
think  b&Te  been  greatly  instrumental  in  bringing 
the  Americans  upon  them,  and  they  are  now  in 
their  possession  as  prisoners,  h  is  even  reported 
they  have  made  sales  of  Indian  lands  without  the 
Itnowledge.  consent,  or  approbation  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  nation ;  and,  from  their  long  residenee  in 
tire  nation,  and  the  great  influence  that  one  of 
those  people  formerly  enjoyed  among  the  chiefs 
as  their  chief,  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  he 
has  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  Indian  nation.* 

General  Mitobbli^ 

Agenifor  Indian  Affidr$. 

No.  4. 

PdUion  •/  ihi  ckiefi  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation  to 

Governor  Cameron, 

We,  the  undersigned,  hare  been  deputed  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  to  wait  on  your 
excellency,  and  lay  before  you  their  heavy  com- 
plainta.  To  the  English  we  have  alwaiys  looked 
Qp  as  friends,  as  protectors;  and  on  them  we  now 
eall  to  aid  as  in  repelling  the  approaches  of  the 
Americans,  who,  regardless  of  treaties,  are  daily 
seizing  our  lands  and  robbing  our  people.  They- 
have  already  built  seven  forts  on  our  lands ;  they 
are  making  roads  and  running  lines  into  the  very 
heart  of  our  country;  and,  without  the  interfer* 
enceof  the  English,  we  shall  soon  be  driven  from 
the  land  we  inherited  from  our  forefathers. 

The  Americana  tell  us  the  English  will  regard 
US  no  more,  and  that  we  had  better  submit  to 
them;  but  we  cannot  submit  to  their  shackles, 
and  will  rather  die  in  defence  of  our  country. 

When  peace  was  made  between  the  English 
and  Americans,  we  were  told  by  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel E.  NichoUs  that  the  Americans  were  ^give 
up  our  lands  they  had  taken,  and  we  were  desired 
to  live  quietly  and  peaceably,  in  nowise  molest- 
ing the  Americans.  We  have  strictly  followed 
these  orders}  bot  the  Americans  have  iiot  com- 
plied with  the  treatv.  Colonel  Nicholls  left  Wii* 
wm  Hambly  in  charge  of  the  fort  at  Prospect 
Bluff,  with  orders  to  hear  us,  if  any  cause  of  com-^ 
plaint,  and  represent  the  same  to  the  British 
Oovernment;  but  he  turned  traitorjand  brought 
the  Americans  down  on  the  for^  which  was 
hlown  up,  and  many  of  our  red  brethren  destroy- 
ed  in  it.  The  ammuoitioQ  and  stores  intended 
for  our  use  were  either  destroyed  or  taken  off  by 
the  Americans.  We  have  sent  several  measen- 
gars  to.  inform  your  aicellency  of  tkese  proceed'! 
iiiga  of  the  Americans,  but  they  have  never 
letfirned  to  ua  with  an  anawer.  Three  of  our  red 
brethren  have  lately  been  killed  by  the  Ameri- 
eans,  while  hunting  on  our  own  lands ;  and  they 
threaten  to  altat^k  the  towns  of  Mickasukjr  and 
Suwanee^  the  only  two  large  towns  left  us  in  the 
Creek  nation ;  and,  without  aid  from  your  eioel- 
kncy,  we  cannot  repel  their  attack.  We  are 
therefore  deputed-  to  demand  of  your  excellency 
the  assistance  of  troops  and  ammunition,  that  we 
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may  be  able  effectually  to  repel  the  attack  of  the 
Americans,~and  prevent  their  further  encroach* 
meats;  and  if  we  return  without  assistance,  the 
Americans,  who  have  their  apies  among  us.  will 
the  more  quickly  come  upon  us.  We  most  num- 
bly pray  yoar  excellency  will  send  such  a  force 
as  wilt  he  respected  and  make  us  respectable.* 

[The  following  endorsed  on  the  foregoing.] 

Charke'  Cameron,  Esq.,  Governor",  Commander-^n* 

chief  t  4<« 
I  htf  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the 
necessity  of  my  again  returaiog  to  the  Indian 
nation  with  the  deputies  from  the  chiefs;  and  as 
my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  defrs^yed  by 
permission  to  take  ffoods  todisnose  of  among  them» 
I  pray  your  excelFency  will  oe  pleased  to  grant 
me  such  letter  or  license  as  will  prevent  me  from 
being  captured,  in  ease  of  meeting  with  any  Span- 
ish cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

•  No.  6. 

B,  Moodie  to  A.  Arbutknot. 

BaiTtsH  CoHBOLiTB,  Cbarlbbton,  S.  C, 

FIAruary  7, 1817. 

8iB :  I  duly  received  yonr  letter,  dated  the  8ttt 
January,  with  an  enclosure,  which  I  forwarded 
to  His  Majesty's  Envoy,  the  Hon.  Charles  Bagot. 
at  Washington.  Since  that  time  I  have  received 
a  few  lines  from  him,  under  date  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  and  at  his  desire  I  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  it  annexed.    I  am,  dbc. 

BENJAMIN  MOODIE. 

To  A.  BovrnraoT,  Esq.,  Nanau, 

■ 

Mr,  Bagoi  to  Mr.  Moodie. 

Washington,  Jan,  39, 1817. 

Sir:  |  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  20tli 
iusUnt.  enclosing  one  from  Nassau.  I  shall  be 
obliged  10  you  if  you  will  take  an  immediata 
opportunity  of  writing  to  the  gentleman  from 
whom  you  received  that  letter,  acquainting  )iim 
from  me  that  the  expenses  of  postage  are  so  con- 
siderable that  I  must  request,  if  he  haa  occasion 
to  write  to  me  again  upon  the  same  subject,  he 
will  forward  his  letters  by  private  opportunities 

only. 
I  amtsia,  yonr-obedient,  humble  servant, 

0.  MooDiB,  Esq. 

No.  6.  I 

Comg  of  a  letieft  from  A.  ArMknot  to  GenermlMi$* 
S&U,  ipukeed  by  CoL  Brearfy,  mh  February^ 

18180 

SuwAN^B.  Lower  Creek  Nation, 

January  19, 1813. 

Sir:   Kenhagee,  head  chief  of  the  Lower 

Creek  nation,  had  called  on  me  to  request  I 

would  represent  to  you  the  eruel  and  opfAressiTt 

conduct  of  the  American  people  living  oa  the 

*  The  paper  following  (No.  71;  is  supposed  to  be 
the  answer  to  this  petition. 
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borders  of  the  loditD  natioo,  and  which  he  wa' 
in  hop^s,  from  a  talk  you  were  pleased  to  tend 
kim  some  weeks  since,  would  hare  been  pot  a 
stop  to,  and  peace  restored  between  the  Indians 
aad  the  American  people;  bat  far  from  any  stop 
being  put  to  their  inroads  and  encroachments, 
they  are  pouring  in  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  not 
only  from  the  land  side,  but  both  troops  and  set- 
tlers ascending  the  Appalachicola  rirer  in  ressel- 
loads.  Thus,  the  Indians  hafe  been  compelled 
to  take  up  arms  to  defend  iheir  homes  from  a  set 
of  lawless  invaders.^ 

Tour  known  philanthropy  and  goodwill  to^ 
Wards  the  Indians  in  seneral  induce  the  chiefs  to 
hope  that  you  will  R>8e  no  time  in  using  your 
influence  to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their 
Mnds  and  paternal  birthright,  and  also  order  tbat 
those  who  have  already  seized  on  their  fields 
lAiiay  retire  therefrom. 

The  Indians  have  seized  two  persons  known  to 
have  been  greatly  instrumenial  in  bringing  the 
Americans  down  on  their  lands,  and  they  are 
now  in  their  possession  as  prisoners;  and  they. 
hare  it  in  report  (hat  sales  of  lhet>  laids  have 
tean  made  by  th6se  two  people  without  the 
consent,  approbation,  or  knowledge  of  the  chiefs ; 
and  from  their  long  residence  in  the  nation,  and 
the  one  having  enjoyed  great  confidence  in  the 
nation,  and  with  the  chiefs,  as  English  iaterpre- 
ieri  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  those  reports, 
when  leagued  with  the  swarms  of  Americans 
coming  from  Mobile  and  other  places,  seizing 
the  best  of  the  Indian  lands.  Buoh  improper 
sales  have  actually  been  made. 

In  taking  this  liberty  of  addressing  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  Indians,  believe  me  I 
have  no  wish  but  to  see.  an  end  put  to  a  war 
whichj  if  |>ersisted  in,  I  foresee  must  eventually 
be  their  ruin,  and,  as  they  were  not  the  aggres- 
iors,  if,  in  the  height  of  their  rage,  they  commit- 
ted any  excesses,  that  you  will  overlook  them  as 
^e  Just  ebullition  of  an  indignant  spirit  against 
dn  invading  foe« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
By  order  cfKenhagee  and  BowhgB^ 
acting  for  themseivea  and  the  other  chi0. 

To  Gen.  Mitchell,  Agent  Indian  Affaire. 

Camp  Bapoas  Br.  Manx's, 

ilprt/ 8, 1818* 

The  foregoing  letter  was  produced  to  A.  Ar- 
bathnot,  on  his  examination  before  me,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  him  to  hate  been  written  by  him 
t¥  Gaumff  MitchfeH,  agent  for  the  Creek  natinit.  * 

ANDRBW  JACKSON. 

Present :  Mr.  Fulton. 


K. 
DEFENCE. 

Mttiif  it  pleaee  tkia  BbnorabU  Court: 

The  prisoner  arraigned  before  you  is  sensible 
of  the  indulgence  granted  by  this  honorable  court 
la  the  examination  of  the  case  now  before  them. 
It  is  not  the  wish  of  the  prisoner,  in  making  his 


defence,  to  tire  the  patience  of  the  court  bf  a 
minute  reference  to  the  YOluminous  documents 
and  papera,  or  to  recapitulate  the  whole  of  the 
testimony  which  has  come  before  this  honorable 
court  in  the  course  of  this  investigation.  Nor  is 
it  the  intention  of  the  prisoner  to  waste  the  in* 
valuable  time  of  this  court  by  appeals  to  their 
feelings  or  sympathy,  though  I  am  persuaded 
that  sympathy  nowhere  more  abounds  than  in  a 
generous  American  breast.  My  only  appeal  is 
to  the  sound  and  impartial  iudgment  of  thit  hon- 
orable court,  the  purity  and  uprightness  of  their 
hearts,  that  they  will  dispnssionately  and  patiently 
weigh  the  evidence  which  they  have  before  them, 
apply  the  law,  and  on  these,  and  these  alone,  pro- 
nounce their  judgment* 

If  this  honorable  court  please,  I  shall  now  pro* 
c^€d  to  examine  the  faw  and  evidence  that  fs  re- 
lied on  by  this  honorable  court  in  support  of  the 
first  charge  and  specification. 

Winslett,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu- 
tion, ^ays:  The  Little  Prince  showed  htm  a  let- 
I  ter  written  in  June  last,  signed  A.  Arbtiihnot,  re* 

Guesting  his  frrendahip  with  the  lower  nation  of 
ndians.    The  same  witness  stated  he  believed 
the  letter  to  be  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Lit-* 
tie  Prince.    Here,  may  it  please  this  honorable 
court,  I  would  call  their  attention  to  the  law  re- 
lating to  evidence ;  first  premising  that  the  rules 
of  evidence  are  the  same,  whether  in  civil  or 
military  tribunals.    (McCom.  99.)    This  point 
being  conceded,  the  next  inquiry  is,  what  are  the 
roles  of  evidence  with  respect  to  the  admtssios  of 
letters  or  papers  of  private  correspondence  in  a 
court  of  criminal  Jurisdiction  9    May  it  please 
this  honorable  coon,  must  you  not  firoduce  the 
original  letters  and  papers,  if  they  are  not  lost  or 
mi:ilHid  so  thai  they  cannot  be  obtained?    And, 
in  case  they  are  lost,  proof  mtrst  be  made  of  the 
handwriting  being  the  same  as  that  of  the  origi- 
nal, before  ihey  can  be  received  as  ^titfence. 
(McCom.  on  Courr^Martial.  Peake^s  filvidenCe. 
Oilbert^s  Law  of  Evidence.)    No  instance  catt 
be  cited  where  a  copy  of  a  letter  was  read  as  evi- 
dence wheik  the  original  could  be  obtained,  mtich 
leas  the  giving  in  evidence  the  cdntents  of  such 
ktier  from  bare  recollection.    The  bnty  prdof 
that  this  honoiable  court  has  of  the  existence  of 
satfh  a  letter  being  in  the  hands  of  any  person,  or 
its  contents  being  known,  is  the  ragranc  ttkemorjf' 
of  a  tagrant  individual.   Make  this  a  rule  of  evi- 
dence, and  I  a^k  yoo  whete  would  tmplieatiofr, 
construction,  arid  intention  stopi    Whose  brop- 
eriy,  whose  reputation,  or  whose  life,  would  W 
safe?    Here  I  would  b<^  leave  Co  mention  a  re* 
mark  made  by  the  president  of  this  court  in  the 
Course  of  this  investigation,  which  was,  that,  nol- 
withstanding'the  letter  was  proved  by  the  witni^a 
to  be  in  the  posvesntoo  of  the  Little  Prince,  thia 
court  could  not  notice  that  circumstance,  t>ecause 
there  Was  no  means  by  which  ft  could  be  ob- 
tained.   I  would  a^k  the  honorable  court  what 
means  have  they  adopted, Or  what  exertions  hat^ 
they  made  to  procure  this  letter  t    If  the  hon6if« 
able  court  pleaKC,  I  shall  here  close  the  defence 
on  the  first  ehai^  aad  specffteatiea,  Mje?hig 
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that  tbey  are  neither  supported  hj  lav  nor  eri. 
deDce. 

May  it  please  the  honorable  courl,  I  will  ooW 
come  to  the  second  charge,  and  first  speeificttioo 
ef  that  charge.  In  support  of  this  charge  and 
apecifieation,  the  evidence  before  the  court  it  a 
letter  written  to  my  son.  If  the  court  please, 
this  letter  was  written  in  consequence  of  the  sit- 
uation of  my  property  at  Suwanee,  and  the  large 
debts  that  were  doe  me  from  Bowlegs  and  his 
people.  Nothing,  I  belie ve,  of  an  inoammatory 
nature  can  be  found  on  reading  the  document 
marked  A,  authorizing  the  opinion  that  I  was 
prompting  the  Indians  to  wtr.  Oa  the  eonirary, 
if  the  honorable  court  will  examine  the  docu- 
ment marked  A^  they  will  see  that  I  wish  to  lull 
their  fears,  by  informing  them  that  it  was  the 
negroes  and  not  the  Indians  that  the  Americami 
were  principally  moving  againsL 

If  the  honorable  court  please,  I  will  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  second  specification,  and 
Ihcn  close  my  defence.  In  proof  of  this  charge, 
the  coon  have  before  them  the  evidence  of  Ham« 
hify  Cook,  and  sundry  letters  purporting  to  be 
written  h;  myself  to  different  individoals.  May 
it  please  the  court,  what  does  Cook  prove?  Why, 
tiiat  I  had  ten  kegs  of  powder  at  Suwanee.  Let 
me  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  court,  if  they 
think  that  this  quantity  of  powder  wonid  supply 
one  thousand  Indiana,  aad  an  equal  number  oif 
blacks,  more  than  two  months  for  hunting*  As 
to  the  letters  named  in  this  speciicaciQa,  may  it 
please  the  court,  the  rules  of  evidence  laid  down 
IB  the  first. part  of  this  defence  will  apply  with 
equal  force  in  the  preseoc  case.  It  remains  now, 
may  it  please  the  court,  to  say  soaaeibiag  as  to 
Hambly's  testimony.  And  may  it  please  this 
honorable  court,  the  role  laid  down  in  this  case 
aa  to  hearsay  evideace  will  be  fotiod  without  a 
nrecedent.  A  strong  case  was  staled  by  an  inteU 
ligeot  member  of  this  court,  on  the  examtnation 
of  this  part  of  the  evidence;  rbat  is,  **iM>ttld  you 
receiTe  as  testimony  what  a  third  person  had 
paid,  who,  if  present,  you  would  reject  as  ineom* 
petent?''  Apply  this  principle  to  the  preteal 
eitfe;  ^oold  an  iadian  be  examined  on  oath  io 
our  courts  of  jodinatore?  If,  then,  the  teatimoay 
of  aarageais  inadmissible,  Hambly  proven  aathiii|> 

Here,  may  it  please  the  honorable  court,  I 
•lose  my  repi^  to  the  charges  and  apeoifioatioof 
preferred  against  me,  being  fully  persuaded  thai, 
ahould  there  be  cauae  for  ceoaure,  my  judges  #ill. 
in  the  language  of  the  law,  lean  to  the  aide  Of 
mercy. 


CimikHmilm  of  th$  minuiewofthe  proeudingt  of  a 
opeciaieoitHt  wketeof  Mitfot  Cfeneral  Gahet  ujuru- 
48m,  tmtvmed  hy  ofdtr  uf  thelteth  April,  1BI8. 

Fort  St.  Mask's,  April  27. 1818. 

The  oonrt  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Robert  C 
Aoabriater,  a  Britiah  auhject,  who,  being  asked  if 
he  had  any  objeetionn  to  an^  one  of  the  members 
of  the  court,  and  replying  in  the  negatir«*,  was 
arraigned  on  the  following  charges  and  i|weifi- 
9MiM%  rit: 


Chargeo  agaimt  Robert  C.  AmhritUr,  nam  in  eiia* 
toiyf  who  oayB  hoioa  BrOiih  auhjod. 

Cbaroe  1.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting 
the  enemy,  supplying  them  with  the  means  of 
war,  he  bein^  a  subject  of  Oieat  Britain,  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  and  lately  an  ofieer  ia 
the  British  colonial  marines. 

Specification  1.  That  the  said  Kobert  C.  Am* 
brister  did  ^give  intelligence  of  the  movements 
and  operations  of  the  American  army  between 
the  1st  and  20ih  March,  1818,  and  did  excite 
them  (the  negroes  and  Indiaos^  to  war  against 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  sending  their 
warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  American  army, 
whose  Government  was  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  United  States,  and  all  her  citizens. 

Charge  2.  Leading  and  commanding  the 
Loader  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  war  against 
(he  United  States. 

Specification  1.  That  the  said  Robert  C.  Am- 
brister,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  which  Gov- 
ernment was  in  peace  and  amitv  with  the  Uni- 
ted  States  and  all  her  citizens,  did,  between  the 
l»t  of  February  and  20th  of  March,  1818,  levy  a 
war  against  the  United  States^  by  assuming  com- 
mand  of  the  Indians  in  hostility  and  open  war 
with  the  United  Stales,  and  ordering  a  party  of 
them  to  meet  the  armjrof  the  United  Stales,  and 
give  them  battle,  as  will  appear  by  his  letters  to 
Qovei'nor  Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  dated 
20ib  March,  1818,  which  are  marked  A,  C,  and 
D;  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Peter  B.  Cook,  and 
Captain  Lewis,  of  (he  schooner  Chance. 
By  order  of  the  court : 

J;  M.  GLASSB;LL,  Recorder. 

To  which  ehargee  and  specifications,  the  pria- 
oner  pleaded  as  follows,  viz: 
To  the  fifst  charge   and   apeelflcatlon,  not 


To  the  second  charge  add  apeeification,  gviUy^ 
and  jtutification. 

Ttie  court  idjoumed  uoiil  to-merrow  morning, 
at'aeven  o*cloek« 

Fobf  St.  Mark'8,  April  28, 1818: 

The  court  n^et  pursuant  to  atfJMrnoienn  FfOi* 
cot:    • 
Major  General  Gairbb,  PreMenl. 

Coftmd  King,  Coton\?l  Dyef^ 

Colonel  WtlTiaikis,  Lieut.  Col.  Lindsay^ 

Lieut.  Col.  CNbtfoA,  LiehL  Col.  Blliott, 

Ma|cfr  Ahihlenberg,  Major  Fanning, 

Major  Montgomery,  Major  Mintoo, 

Captain  Vasbon,  Captain  Crittenden^ 
Lieutenant  J.  M.  Olassell,  Rkcordir. 

The  rtoorder  then  read  to  ihe  oetirathe  Mldw- 
ittg  erdeti  TIB : 

HBAoa^aa,  DiviaioN  of  Tgv  Soirrn, 
Jk^  GenJe  Office,  near  SL  Mar¥&. 

April  88, 1818. 

GENERAL  ORDEB. 

Caiitaia  Alliaon,  of  the  7ih  Infanlry,  U  de* 
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tftiled  10  form  a  tupeinomerary  member  of  the 
special  court  now  sitting  at  Fort  Si.  Mark's. 
By  order: 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adft  Gen. 

Parsoaot  to  the  abore  order,  the  supernome- 
rary  member  took  his  seat. 

JoHJf  LEWta  Pbbnix,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  dulv  sworOf  stated  that, 
about  the  5th  or  6th  of  April,  1818,  bis  vessel 
and  himself  having  been  captured  by  the  pris- 
oner, and  he  brought  to  Suwanee  as  a  prisoner, 
there  was  an  alarm  aipoog  the  negroes  and  In- 
dians, created  by  learning  some  news  from  Mick- 
asnky,  at  which  time  the  prisoner  appeared  ac- 
tive m  giving  orders  and  sending  a  detachment 
to  meet  the  army.    The  witness  also  stated  that 
the  prisoner  appeared  to  be  a  person  invested 
with  authority  among  the  negro  leaders,  and 
gav^  orders  for  their  preparation  for  war,  pro- 
curing ammunition,  ic.j  and  that  the  leaders 
came  to  him  for  orders  i  the  prisoner  furnished 
them  with  powder  and  lead,  and  recommended 
to  them  the  making  of  balls,  dbc.  very  quickly. 
The  witness  aUo  stated  that  the  prisoner  occa- 
sionally dressed  in  uniform,  with  his  sword,  and 
that  on  the  first  alarm,  which  he  understood  was 
from  Mickasttky,  by  a  negro  woman,  he  put  on 
his  uniform.    The  witness  further  stated  that, 
some  time  about  the  20ih  of  March,  1618,  the 
prisoner  with  an  armed  body  of  negroes  (twenty- 
four  in  number)  came  on  board  bis  vessel,  and 
ordered  him  to  pilot  them  to  Fort  St.  Mark's, 
which  he  stated  he  intended  to  capture  before 
the  Americans  could  get  there,  threatening  to 
hang  the  witness  if  he  did  not  obey. 

CluesiioD  by  the  court.  Did  you  ever  under- 
stand by  whose  authority  and  for  what  purpoae 
the  accused  came  into  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  have  frequently  heard  him  say  that 
be  came  lo  attend  lo  Mr.  Woodbine's  business  at 
the  bay  of  Tampa. 

QpUestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  I  noi  tell  you, 
when  I  came  on  board  the  schooner  Chance,  I 
vcished  you  to  pilot  me  to  St.  Mark's,  as  I  was 
tnfortned  that  two  Ame^cans,  by  the  names  of 
Hambly  and  Doyle,  were  confined  there^  and  I 
wished  to  have  them  released  from  their  con- 
finement? 

Answer.  You  stated  yov  wanted  to  get  Ham*- 
Uv  and  Doyle  from  St.  Mark's;  I  do  not  know 
what  were  your  intentions  in  so  doing. 

Question.  Did  I  not  tell  you  that  I  expected 
the  Indians  would  fire  on  me  when  I  arrived  at 
St.  Mark's? 

Answer.  Tou  did  not;  you  stated  that  you 
intended  to  take  the  fort  m  the  night  by  sur- 
prise. 

Q,utsiion.  Did  you  see  me  give  ammunition  to 
the  negroes  and  Indians ;  if  so,  bow  much,  and 
at  what  lime? 

Answer*  I  saw  you  give  powder  and  lead  to 
the  negroes  when  you  came  on  board,  and  ad- 
vised them  to  make  balls ;  and  I  saw  you  give 
liquor  and  paint  to  the  Indians. 
CUeation.  Have  yon  not  often  heard  m«  say. 


between  the  1st  and  20th  of  April,  that  I  woald 
not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  negroes  and 
Indians  in  exciting  them  to  war  with  the  United 
States? 

Answer.  About  the  fifteenth  of  April  I  heard 
you  say  you  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  negroes  and  Indians;  I  heard  nothing  about 
exciting  them  to  war. 
doestion.  Can  you  read  writing  ? 
Answer.  Not  English  writing. 
Question.  Dkd  you  not  hear  me  say,  when  ar- 
riving at  Suwanee,  that  I  wished  to  be  off  im- 
mediately for  Providence? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  after  the  alarm,  you  said 
you  wished  to  be  off  for  Tampa. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  to  the  accused  yon 

wished  to  viiit  Mr.  Arbuthaot  at  his  store  on 

Suwanee,  and  get  provisions  yourself  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  1  stated  I  wanted  provisions. 

duestion.  Did  I  send  or  command  any  Indians 

to  go  and  fight  the  Americans? 

Answer.  I  do  not  exactly  know  that  you  sent 
them ;  the  Indians  and  negroes  were  crowding 
before  your  door,  and  you  were  dividing  the  paint, 
dbe.  among  them ;  and  I  understood  a  party  was 
going  to  march, 

duestion.  Did  I  not  give  up  the  schooner  in 
charge  to  you  as  captain  ? 

Answer.  After  our  return  from  Suwanee  town, 
you  directed  me  to  take  charge  of  her  to  go  to 
Tampa. 

John  J.  Akbijtbnot,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  dulv  sworn,  stated  that, 
some  time  about  the  23d  or  March,  the  prisoner 
came  with  a  body  of  negroes,  partly  armed,  to 
his  father's  store,  on  Suwanee  river,  and  told  the 
witness  that  he  had  come  to  do  justice  to  the 
country,  by  taking  the  goods  and  distributing 
them  among  the  negroes  and  Indians,  which  the 
witness  saw  the  pnsonerdo;  and  that  the  pris- 
oner staled  to  him  that  he  had  come  to  the  coun- 
try on  Woodbine's  business,  to  see  the  negroes 
righted.  The  witness  has  further  known  the 
pnsoner  to  give  orders  to  the  negroes ;  and  that, 
at  his  soffgestion,  a  party  was  sent  from  Suwanee 
CO  meet  the  Americans  to  give  them  battle;  which 
party  retomed^n  meeting  the  Mickasuky  Indians 
In  their  flight.  The  witness  also  testified  lo  the 
handwriting  of  the  letter  marked  A,  and  referred 
to  in  the  specification  of  the  second  eharge  as  the 
writing  of  the  prisoner. 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  hear  me  say 
that  I  came  on  Woodbine's  business? 
Answer.  I  did. 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Were  not  the  negroes 
alluded  to  at  Arbuthnot's  store  before  I  arrived? 
Answer.  No,  you  came  with  them, 
PsTcn  B.  GooK,.a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stated  that  he 
never  heard  the  prisoner  give  any  orders  to  In- 
dians or  negroes;  that  the  prisoner  did  distribute 
Arbuthnot'^  goods,  and  also  paint,  to  the  negroes 
and  Indians;  also,  thatsome  powder  was  brought 
from  Suwanee  by  the  prisoner;  and  distributed 
among  the  negroes  by  Nero.  Some  time  in 
March  the  prisoner  took  Arbuthnot's  scbonaers 
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«iid,  with  fttt  arm^  P^rty  of  negroes,  aboot 
twenty-foar  in  nnmber,  set  cot  for  St.  Mark's  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  Arbntbnot's  goods  at  that 
place,  and  that  he  would  compel  the  commandant 
to  give  them  op.  On  hearing  of  the  approach  of 
the  American  army,  the  prisoner  told  the  negroes 
it  was  useless  for  them  to  ran ;  for  if  they  ran  any 
farther,  they  would  be  driven  into  the  sea. 

The  prisoner  told  the  witness  that  he  had  been 
m  lieutenant  in  the  British  army  under  Colonel 
Nicholls.  The  prisoner  was  sent  by  Woodbine  to 
Tampa  to  see  about  those  negroes  he  had  left 
there.  The  prisoner  told  the  witness  he  had 
written  a  letter  to  GkiTernor  Cameron  for  ammu- 
nition for  the  Indians  some  time  in  Marebf  and 
aJso  told  the  witness  that  he  had  a  commission 
in  the  patriot  army  under  McGregor,  and  that  he 
expected  a  captaincy.  The  witness  testified  that 
the  letters  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  referred 
to  in  the  specification  to  the  second  charge,  were 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  prisoner;  also  one 
marked  B. 

dnestion  by  the  prisdper.  Did  you  not  fre- 
4|uently  hear  me  say  that  I  would  have  aoihiog 
to  do  with  the  Indians  in  exciting  them  to  war 
with  the  United  States? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Lewis 
Phenix,  and  hare  you  not  heard  him  express  ill- 
will  against,  me  in  consequence  of  my  wishing 
him  to  pilot  me  to  St.  MarVn? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  my  sending  troops 
at  any  time  to  fight  against  the  United  Slates; 
mnd  have  I  not  been  constantly  with  you,  so  that 
you  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
if  there  had  been  any  sent  oy  me  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  They  might  have  been 
sent  without  my  knowledge. 

Jacob  Harmon,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stated  that,  some 
time  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  list  of  April, 
the  prisoner  took  possession  of  the  schooner 
Chance,  with  an  armed  party  of  negroes,  and 
stated  his  intentions  of  taking  St.  Mark's.  On 
his  way  thither^  on  going  ashore,  he  learned 
from  som^  Indians  that  Arbuthnot  bad  gone  to 
Bu  Mark's,  which  induced  him  to  return.  The 
witness  also  stated  that  while  the  prisoner  was 
on  board,  he  had  complete  command  of  the  ne- 
groes, who  considered  him  as  their  captain. 
The  prisoner  took  the  cargo  of  the  vessel  Up  to- 
wards Suwanee,  which  consisted  of,  with  other 
articles,  nine  kegs  of  powder  and  five  hundred 
pounds  of  lead. 

The  evidence  on  both  sides  being  closed,  the 
prisoner  was  allowed  until  five  o'clock  this  eve- 
ning to  make  his  defence. 

The  time  allowed  the  prisoner  for  the  prepar- 
ation of  his  defence  having  expired,  be  was 
brought  before  the  court,  and  made  the  defence 
marked  M,  which  is  attached  to  these  [Pro- 
ceedings. 

The  court  was  then  cleared,  and  the  proceed- 
ings read  over  by  the  recorder,  when,  after  due 
dclibeimtion  op  the  testimony  brought  forward, 


the  court  found  the  prisoner,  Robert  C.  Ambris- 
ter,  guilty  of  so  much  of  the  specification  to  the 
first  charge  as  follows,  viz:  ^And  did  excite 
them  to  war  with  the  United  States,  bv  sending 
their  warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  American 
army,  he  being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  which 
Government  was  at  peace  and  friendship  with 
the  United  States  ana  all  her  citizens ;"  but  not 
guilty  of  the  other  part  of  ^he  specification ; 
guilty  of  the  first  charge ;  guilty  or  the  specifi- 
cation of  the  second  charge,  and  guilty  of  the 
second  charge ;  and  do  therefore  sentence  the 

grisoner,  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  to  sofier  death, 
y  being  that,  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
court  concurring  therein. 

One  of  the  members  of  tha  nourt  requesting  a 
reconsideration  of  his  vote  on  the  sentence,  the 
sense  of  the  court  was  taken  thereon,  and  aeei* 
ded  in  the  affirmative ;  whea  the  vote  was  again 
taken,  and  the  court  sentenced  the  prisoner  to 
receive  fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  and  be  con- 
fined with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  for 
twelve  calendar  months. 
The  court  adjourned  sine  die, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINfiS, 
Mi^or  Qen.  Preeident  of  the  court. 
J.  M.  QLA8S£LL.  Becardor. 

A. 

From  Robert  C  Amhrieter  to  Hit  Exeellenejff  Charke 
Cameron^  Governor  qf  Bahamae* 

I  SnwANnn,  NBAa  Fobt  St.  MAax'B, 

March  20, 1818. 
Sir:  lam  requested  particularly  bv  all  oor 
Indian  chiefs  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 
the  Americans  hare  commenced  hostilities  with 
them  two  years  ago,  and  have  advanced  sonae 
considerable  distance  in  their  country,  and  are 
now  making  daily  progress*  They  say  ihey 
sent  a  number  of  fetters  to  your  excellency  by 
Arbuthnot,  but  have  never  received  one  anawer. 
which  makes  them  believe  that  he  never  delivered 
them,  and  you  will  oblige  them  much  if  jrou  will 
let  them  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  The  par* 
port  of  the  letters  was,  begaing  your  axcellenoy 
to  be  kind  enough  to  send  them  down  some  gun- 
powder, muskets,  balls,  lead,  cannon,  dbo.,a8  they 
are  now  completely  out  of  those  articles.  The 
Americans  may  march  through  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  one  month,  and,  without  arm^  ^.,  they 
must  surrender.  Hillis  Hadjo,  or  Francis,  the 
Indian  chief,  the  one  that  was  in  England,  tells 
me  to  let  vour  excellency  know  that  the  Prince 
Regent  told  him  that  whenever  he  wanted  am- 
munition your  excellency  would  supply  him  with 
as  much  as  he  wanted.  They  beg  me  to  press 
upon  your  excellency's  mind  to  send  the  above- 
mentioned  articles  down  by  the  vessel  that  brings 
this  to  you.  as  she  will  sail  for  this  place  imme« 
diately,  and  let  the  Prince  Regent  know  of  their 
situation.  Any  letters  that  your  excellency  may 
send  down  be  good  enough  to  direct  to  me,  as  they 
have  great  dependence  in  my  writing.  Any  news 
that  your  excellency  may  have  respecting  theaa 
and  America,  you  will  bie  doing  a  great  favor  to 
let  me  know,  that  I  may  send  among  them. 
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Tbeve  is  dow  a  yerj  large  body  of  AoEDerleaat 
iiid  Indians,  which  1  expect  will  attack  ns  every 
day,  tnd  Grod  only  knows  how  it  will  be  decided  j 
hut  I  must  only  say  that  ibis  will  be  theiast  effort 
with  us.  There  has  been  a  body  of  Indians  gone 
to  meet  them,  and  I  have  sent  another  party.  I 
hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the 
favor  they  request  1  hive  notnlng  further  to  add, 

But  am,  air,  with  due  respect,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

BOBBRT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

B. 
F^^0»Bobari  C. AmhruUr  io Mq/or Eiumrd  NUM». 

SOWAMBB,  NIAR  RlVlft  APPALAOHIOOLA, 

DiAR  Sta :  Francis  and  all  the  Indian  chiefs 
haya  requested  me  particaUrly  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  Americans  have  eommeneed  hostilities 
with  Iben  thesa  two  years  past,  and  are  making 
daily  progress  in  this  territory,  and  say  they  wiH 
proceed  i  that  you  are  the  only  friend  thev  have 
IB  that  part  of  the  world,  and  hope  you  will  exert 
yourself  in  their  behalf,  and  ask  for  as  much  as- 
sistance as  can  be  had  3  that  the  Americans  are 
at  the  forks  of  the  river  Appalachicola ;  they 
have  written  a  number  of  times  to  England  and 
Providenee,  but  have  never  received  one  answer ; 
they  expect  the  roan  never  delivered  the  letters, 
but  they  have  fiill  hopes  in  my  writing ;  they 
Tequest  yoa  wiii  make  the  Prince  Regent  ac- 

Suainted  with  their  deplorable  situation.  The 
Lmerieans  have  been  very  cruel  ever  since  they 
hare  commenced,  and  hope  you  will  not  lo^e  a 
single  moment  in  forwarding  their  views ;  they 
say  they  will  be  extremely  iiappy  to  see  you  out ; 
nothing  would  give  them  greater  pleasure  than 
t9  see  you  out  at  this  present  time.  If  they  should 
net  see  you,  send  them  out  all  news  and  direc- 
tions, that  they  may  be  guided  by  them.  There 
are  about  three  hundred  blacks  at  this  place,  and 
a  few  of  our  bluff  people ;  they  beg  me  to  say 
they  depend  on  your  promises,  and  expect  you  are 
«n  the  way  out ;  they  have  stuck  to  the  cause,  and 
will  always  believe  in  the  faith  of  you,  and  anj 
directions  you  may  give.  Send  to  me  at  this 
plliee,  and  I  will  do  what  I  can. 
t  remain,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

TV.  B.  Francis  says  you  must  bring  the  horses 
when  you  come  out  that  you  promised,  and  that 
his  house  h^s  been  burnt  down,  and  with  it  his 
uniform  clothes.  JEl.  C.  A. 

C. 

JRobert  C.  AmbritUr  to  Oovemor  Camer&n, 

March  20, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  particularly  by  the  Indian 
chiefs  to  acquaint  your  exoeUeocy  that  the  Amer- 
icans  have  commenced  hostilities  with  them  a 
lopg  time  sinee,and  have  advanced  some  distance 
in  tnctir  territory,  and  are  still  continuing  to  ad- 
vance $  tha,t  they,  the  chiefs  of  Florida,  have  sent 
lepeatedly  to  your  excellency,  and  have  never 
le^ved  one  answer ;  they  suspect  Mr.  Arbnth- 
not  has  never  delifered  the  papers  to  your  agoel- 


leney ;  they  wish  me  to  ataie  to  yon  thpt  ikey  mat 
compAeteJy  out  of  ammunitioBi  muskets,  dbe»» 
begging  your  excallenoy  wiil  be  pleased  to  .send 
them  the  articles  above-mentionedi  with  a  few 
cannon,  aa  the  Americans  build  their  boats  ao 
strong  that  their  rifle  balls  cannot  peoetraie  their 
sides.  To  the  captain  of  tiie  vessel,  who  will 
come  down  again,  I  hiLve  given  an  ocaer  to  maiti 
your  excellency  acquainted  with  wiiat  tiaae  the 
vessel  will  sail  for  this  plane.  Your  exeeUeftCf 
will,  I  hope,  be  good  enough  to  make  the  Prinev 
Regent  acquainted  with  their  situation,  and  aak 
for  assistance,  which  they  have  pve^sed  me  very 
hard  to  ptetB  on  your  excellency's  mind,  and  like- 
wise to  send  them  down  what  news  ma^  be  i^ 
specting  them  and  the  country,  which  wiil  be  a 
great  satiafaction  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  diue  lespeel^ 
your  OMst  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

N.  B^^They  beg  your  eseellency  will  be  aa 
expeditious  as  possible.  Tour  excellency  is  the 
only  dependence  they  have^  and  who  the  Psince 
Regent  tdd  them  would  give  them  every  aasial^ 
ante  that  lay  in  your  power.  R.  C.  A. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Camrron,  dbc. 

D. 

SOWANBR,  HBAR  FoRT  St.  MARK*a, 

March  30,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  by  Francis,  and  all  ihe 
ladian  chiefs,  to  acquaint  your  excellency  thnl 
tbey  are  at  war  with  the  Americaos^  and  haye 
been  some  time  back ;  that  they  are  in  great  dis- 
tress, for  the  want  of  ammunition,  balls,  arms, 
dbc,  and  have  written  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  several 
times,  but  they  suppose  be  never  delivered  them 
to  your  excellency.  You  will  oblige  them  much 
to  let  them  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  I  ex- 
pect the  Americans  and  Indians  will  attack  wa 
daily.  I  have  sent  a  party  of  men  to  oppose 
them. 

They  beg  me  to  press  on  your  excellency'* 
mind  to  lay  the  situation  of  the  country  before 
the  Prince  Regent,  and  ask  for  assistance.  A{l 
news  respecting  them  your  excellency  will  do  a 
favor  to  let  me  know  by  the  first  opportunity,, 
that  I  may  make  tbeiti  acquainted*  I  have  sivea 
directions  to  the  eaptain  to  let  your  excellency 
know  when  the  vessel  will  sail  for  this  place. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  send 
them  the  ammunition.  I  expect,  if  they  don^t 
procure  some  very  shortly,  that  the  Americana 
will  march  through  the  country.  I  have  nothing 
further  to  add,  but  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

His  Excellency  Oovemor  Cajirroh. 

B. 
Robert  C.  AMrUter  to  Peter  B.  Cotk. 

MOUTB  OF  TBR  RiVRR, 

TuetdUxg^  3  o^dock* 
Drab  Cook:  The  boat  arrived  have  aboa 
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tkne  oWoek  ob  ThfittiBj.    Tfcf  wind  ba«  bMO 

•b«ftd  «▼«-  sioee  I  bare  b«Mi  down ;  th«  rodder 

of  ibe  T«esei  is  in  a  bed  eonditioo,  bot  I  will 

mattftge  to  bare  it  dau9  to-aigbt.    The  wiod,  I 

'mm  ID  hopes,  will  be  fair  io  ih^  moTDiDg,  wbea  I 

will  gel  under  way,  and  make  all  possible  de« 

OMtcQ.     i  will  make  old  Lewis  pilot  me  safe.    If 

tLoae  ladieaa  do  net  eondoet  tbemselvce  strati,  1 

wovld  use  rigorooa  measures  witb  them.   Beware 

of  Mr.  Jerry;  I  fooad  bim  oo  board  wbea  I  eamej 

keep  a  good  lode  out.    I  bave  sent  two  kegs  of 

powder,  and  a  bar  of  lead. 

Ypur9«^  B.  C.  A. 

DEFENCE. 

FoftT  St.  Mabk's,  AprU  28, 1818. 

The  United  States  of  America  v$,  Robert  Chris* 

tie  Ambrister. 

Who  being  arraigned  before  a  special  court* 
martial  upon  the  followiDg  charges,  lo  wit : 

Cbabqb  1.  Aiding,  abetting^  and  comforting 
the  enemiTi  supplying  them  with  the  means  oT 
war.  he  being  a  suDject  of  Qreat  Britain,  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  and  lately  an  officer  in 
the  British  colonial  marines. 

Cbabgb  2.  Leading  and  commanding  the  Low- 
er Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  war  against  the 
Clotted  States. 

To  the  first  charge,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
pleads  not  guilty;  aadjjis  to  the  second  charge, 
he  pkeaded  guilty,  and  justification.  The  pris* 
oner  at  the  bar  feels  grateful  to  this  honorable 
ooatt  fur  their  goodness  in  giving  a  sufficiency  of 
ume  to  deliberate  and  arrange  his  defence  on  the 
above  charges. 

The  prisooer  at  tbe  bar  here  avails  hinaself  of 
the  opportunity  of  siatiog  to  this  court,  that,  in* 
asmooh  as  tbe  te&iimouy  which  was  introduced 
in  this  case  was  very  explicit,  and  went  to  every 
point  the  prisoner  aould  possibly  wish,  he  has 
notbioff  further  lo  ofier  in  bis  defence,  but  puts 
himseli  apon  tbe  merey  of  ibis  honorable  court. 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTSR. 


HBAoa'aa,  Division  op  tbb  Soutb, 
Adjutant  Genbral'b  Office, 
Campf<mr  nulm  north  of  St. 
"■     Markka.  AprU  29, 1818. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

At  a  speeiBl  eourt-martial,  commenced  on  the 
26th  inatant,  at  St.  Mark's,  and  continued  until 
the  night  of  the  28th,  of  which  Brevet  Major 
Qeneral  B.  P.  Gktines  is  president,  was  tried  A. 
ArbntbDot,  on  the  following  charges  and  speeifi- 
CBtions^  viz : 

Cbabob  1.  Exalting  and  stirring  up  the  Creek 
Indians  to  war  agaiast  tbe  Uni&d  States  and 
her  eittxans,  he,  A.  Arbuthnot,  being  a  subject 
of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  tbe  United  Sutes 
are  at  peace. 

CuABOB  2.  Acting  as  a  spy,  aidioB,  abeuiog, 
and  comforting  the  enemy,  suid  supply ing  tbem 
with  the  means  of  war. 

CiiABAtf  3b.  fiBciiing  the  Indians  lo  mttrder  and 


destroy  William  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle, 
eoaiseate  their  property,  and  causing  their  arrest, 
with  a  view  to  their  condemnation  to  death,  ana 
the  seizure  of  their  property,  they  being  citizens 
of  Spain,  on  account  of  their  active  and  zealous- 
exeriieos  to  maintain  peace  between  Spain,  the 
United  States,  and  the  Indians. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  mf 
gtdUy, 

The  court,  after  matiue  deliberation  on  the- 
evidence  adduced,  find  the  prisooer,  A.  ArbvA" 
not,  guilty  of  the  first  charge,  and  guilty  of  the 
second  charge,  leaving  out  the  words  ^  acting  at 
a  spy;'^  and,  after  mature  reflection,  sentence 
him.  A.  Arbuthnot,  to  be  suspended  by  the  neck 
until  he  is  dead. 

Was  also  tried  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  on  tbe 
following  charges,  viz: 

Cbargb  1.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting 
tbe  enemy,  and  supplying  them  with  the  means 
of  war,  he  being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  at 
pesce  with  the  United  States,  and  late  an  officer 
of  the  British  colonial  marines. 

Cbargb  2.  Leading  and  commanding  tl^e 
Lower  Creek  Indians  ia  carrying  on  war  against 
the  United  States. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  as  fol- 
lows, VIZ :  ■ 

To  the  first  charge,  not  guilty.  To  the  second 
charge,  guilty,  and  justification. 

The  court,  on  examination  of  the  evidence,  and 
on  mature  deliberation,  find  the  prisoner,  Robert 
C.  Ambrister,  guilty  of  the  first  and  second 
charges,  and  do,  therefore,  sentence  bim  to  suffor 
death,  by  being  shot.  One  of  the  members  re- 
questing a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  this 
sentence,  and  it  being  bad,  they  sentence  the 
prisoner  to  receive  fifty  striaes  on  his  bare  hack 
and  be  confined  with  a  hall  and  chain  to  hard 
labor  for  twelve  calendar  months. 

The  commanding  General  approves  the  finding 
and  sentence  of  the  court  io  tbe  case  of  A.  Ar- 
buthnot; and  approves  the  finding  and  first  sen- 
teoee  of  the  court  in  tbe  case  of  Robert  C.  Am- 
brister; and  disapproves  the  reconsideration  of 
the  sentence  of  the  honorable  court  io  his  case; 
it  appearing,  from  the  evidence  and  pleading  of 
the  prisoner,  that  he  did  lead  and  command  with* 
in  the  territory  of  Spain  (being  a  subject  of  Great 
Britain)  the  Indians  in  war  against  the  United 
States,  these  nations  being  at  peace.  It  is  an 
established  priociple  of  the  law  of  nations,  that 
any  individual  of  a  nation,  making  war  against 
thecititensof  another  nation,  they  being  at  peace, 
forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  becomes  an  outlaw  ana 
pirate.  This  is  the  case  of  Robert  C.  Ambrister, 
clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  adduced. 

The  commanding  Gkneral  orders  that  BreVBt 
Major  A.  C.  W.  Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artli- 
lerv,  will  have,  between  tbe  hours  of  8  and  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  A.  Arbuthnot  suspended  by  the 
neck  with  a  rope  until  be  is  dead ;  and  Robert 
C.  Ambrister  to  be  shot  to  death,  agreeably  to  t^e 
sentence  of  the  court. 

John  James  Arbotbnot  will  be  furnished  with 
a  passage  to  Pensacola  by  the  first  vessel. 
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C«pi«m  B.  K.  Call,  of  the  first  rt^iiaeat  of 
iDfaotry,  if  appointed  Tolunteer  aid-de-camp  to 
the  eommiDdiDg  General,  until  further  orders. 

The  epecial  court,  of  which  Brevet  Major 
Oeaeral  £•  P.  Gaines  is  president,  is  dissoired. 

By  order  of  Major  General  A.  Jaokbon  : 
ROBERT  BUTLER,  Ad'jt  QeneraL 

No.  50. 

[Extracts  from  Messags  of  86th  Msrdi,  1816,] 

Cxtraet  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to 

General  Gainee,  dated 

MiLLEDGfiYiLLB,  February  5, 1817. 

You  no  doubt  have  already  been  iaformed  that 
the  notorious  Woodbine  has  recently  made  his 
appearance  again,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Appala- 
cnicola,  and  that  he  has  an  sgent  now  among  the 
Seminole  Indhns  and  negroes  in  that  quarter, 
stirring  them  up  to  acts  of  hostility  against  this 
country ;  and  that  Woodbine  himself  has  gone, 
in  an  armed  vessel,  to  some  part  of  the  West  In- 
dies for  supplies.  Connected  with  this  fact  is 
another,  which  may  serve  as  an  intimation  of  the 
future  conduct  of  these  people,  when  once  in  the 
possession  of  the  supplies  which  it  is  said  they 
expect  on  the  return  of  Woodbine.  About  ten 
or  twelve  davs  a^o,  a  small  party  of  those  Indians 
entered  the  trontier  of  Wayne  county,  and  stole 
two  horses  and  some  cattle ;  they  were  pursued 
by  some  of  the  inhabitaots,  who  peaceably  de- 
manded a  restoration  of  the  stolen  property  $  and, 
instead  of  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  tne  Indians, 
they  immediately  fired  upon  the  whites,  who  re- 
tired without  jEeturning  a  shot.  One  of  the  whites 
was  mortally  wounded. 


Bsttraet  of  a  letter  from  George  PerrytMon  to  LieU" 

tenant  Sonde,  dated 

Febroabt  24, 1817. 
The  charge  given  me  by  Colonel  Clinch  and 
joarself,  and  other  officers  of  the.  United  States, 
induces  me  to  believe  there  is  a  confidence  placed 
in  me  which  I  ought  not  to  deceive;  I  therefore 
think  it  my  doty  as  well  as  my  inclination  to 
give  you  the  following  information :  There  was 
a  friend  of  mine,  not  long  since,  in  the  Fowl 
Town  on  Flint,  and  he  saw  man^  horses,  cattle, 
and  hogs,  that  had  come  immediately  from  the 
State  of  Georgia;  and  they  are  bringing  them 
away  continually.  They  speak  in  the  most  con- 
temptuous manner  of  the  Americans,  and  threats^ 
to  have  sc^tisfaciion  for  what  has  been  done — 
meaning  the  destruction  of  the  Negro  fort.  There 
is  another  of  my  acquaintances  returned  imme- 
diately from  the  Seminole  towns,  and  saw  the 
negroes  on  parade  there;  he  couated  about  six 
hundred  that  bore  arms;  they  hav^  chosen  offi- 
cers of  every  description,  and  endeavor  to  keep 
up  a  tegular  discipline,  and  are  very  strict  in 
punishing  violators  of  their  mi li tar v  rules.  There 
lasaid  to  be  about  the  same  number  of. Indians 
belonging  to  their  party,  and  there  are  both  ne- 
ffroes  and  Indians  daily  going  to  their  standard. 
They  say  they  are  in  complete  &x  for  fighting. 


aod  wish  for  an  eagage oMia-witk  the  Aneriaaaa, 
or  Mela  tosh's  troope ;  ch«y  would  let  them  kaoir 
they  bad  somethiDc  more  to  do  than  they  had  at 
Appakchieola.  Tnej  have  chosen  Bowlegs  for 
their  head,  and  ^nominated  him  King,  and  pay 
him  all  kind  of  mooarchiai  respect,  almost  to 
idolatry,  keeping  a  picdcet  guard  at  the  distance 
of  five  miles.  They  hare  a  number  of  the  like- 
liest American  horses.  But  there  are  one  or  two 
chiefs  that  are  not  of  the  choir ;  Kenhagee,  the 
Mickasuky  chief,  is  one  that  is  an  exception. 


Extract  qfa  letter  from  Archibald  Clarke,  hUendani 
of  St,  iiaryU  Georgia%  to  General  Gainee,  dated 

FaBBDABY  26, 1617. 
On  the  25th  instant  the  house  of  Mr.  Garret, 
residing  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county,  near 
the  boundary  of  Wayne  county,  was  attacked 
during  his  absence,  near  the  middle  of  the  daf, 
by  this  party,  consisting  of  about  fifteen,  who 
shot  Mrs.  Garret  in  two  places,  and  despatched 
her  by  stabbing  and  sealpiog.  Her  two  children, 
one  about  three  years,  the  other  two  months, 
were  also  murdered,  and  the  eldest  scalped  ;  the 
house  was  then  plundered  of  every  article  of 
value,  and  set  on  fire. 

Extract  </  a  letter  from  Richard  M.  Sandc^  4th  in- 
fantry, comman»9Uf  at  Fort  Gainee^  Georgia,  ta 
Colonel  William  Kng,  or  officer  eommandtng  the 
4th  regiment  ofinfamry^  dated 

Maboh  15, 1817* 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  two  letters 
which  I  received  a  few  days  since.  Yesterday 
William  Ferryman,  accompanied  by  two  of  the 
Lower  chiefs,  arrived  here;  he  informs  me  that 
McQueen,  the  chief  mentioned  in  one  of  the  en- 
dooed  letters,  is  at  present  one  of  the  beads  of 
the  hostilities ;  that  they  are  anxious  for  war, 
and  have  lately  murdered  a  woman  and  two  chil- 
dren. He  likewise  says  that  he  expects  the 
news  in  George  Ferryman's  letter  is  true,  for 
there  are  talks  going*  through  the  towns  that  the 
English  are  to  be  at  Ochlochnee  river  in  three 
months.    . 


Eggtract  of  a  letter  from  David  B.  Mitchell,  Indian. 
0gent,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Millbdobvillb,  Geobou, 
March  30, 1817. 

By  yesterday's  mail  I  receive  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Timothy  Barnard,  who  resides  at  Flint  river, 
in  the  Indian  country,  a  considerable  distance 
below  the  agency,  in  which  he  observes:  "  I  have 
been  informed  two  days  past,  from  below,  where 
the  Red  Stick  class  reside,  that  a  party  has  beea 
down  near  St.  Mary's,  and  murdered  a  woman 
and  two  children,  and  brought  ofi"  some  horses." 
<^I  will  further  state  that  I  have  received  in- 
formation from  other  persons  at  and  near  Fort 
Gaines,  that  a  British  agent  is  now  among^  these 
hostile  Indians,,  and  that  he  has  beea  sendiaf 
insolent  messages  to  the  friendly  Indiana  and 
white  men  aettled  abpre  the  Spanish  iaae  |  he  is 
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aUo  charged  with  lUoiulfttiDg'the  Indians  to 
tbeir  present  hostile  aapect ;  but  whether  he  is 
an  acknowledged  agent  of.  any  foreign  Power, 
or  a  mere  adventurer,  I  do  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine^ hut  am  disposed  to  belieTe  him  the 
latter.*' 


JBsBiruet  of  m  kifer  fiam  Omerai  (kAtm  to  ike  Set- 

retary  of  Wor,  dated 

Camp  MosrrooMBaT,  M.  T., 

April  3, 1817. 

I.  received  by  the  Ikst  mail  a  letter  from  Archi- 
l»ld  Clarke,  Bsq.,  Inteodant  of  the  town  of  St. 
Marys,  by  which  it  appearsthat  another  outrage, 
of  uneomraoa  cruelty,,  has  recently  been  perpe- 
trated by  a  party  of  Indians  upon  the  Southern 
frontier,  near  the  boundary  of  Wayne  county. 
They  have  massacred  a  woman,  TMrs.  Garret,) 
and  two  of  her  children  ;  the  mother  and  eldest 
child  were  scalped ;  the  house  plundered  and 
burnt. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  A.  CuUok  to  General  Oatnee, 
written  at  Fort  Oaines. 

We  are  hourly  told  by  every  source  of  infor- 
mation, bv  the  friendly  Indians,  by  letters  from 
William  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle,  who  re- 
aide  low  down  on  the  AppalachicoJa.  that  ail  the 
lower  tribes  of  Indians  have  im bodied,  and  are 
drying  their  meats  to  come  on  to  the  attack  of  this 
post.  The  British  agent  at  Ochlochnee  Sound  is 
giving  presents  to  the  Indians.  We  have  among 
us  Indians  who  have  been  down  and  received 
powder,  lead,  tomahawks,  knives  and  a  drum  for 
each  town,  with  the  royal  coat  of  arms  painted  on 
it.  We  have  at  this  time  at  least  Ave  hundred  In- 
dians skulking  in  this  neighborhood,  within  three 
or  four  miles  of  us,  who  will  not  act  for  them- 
selves, and  who  are  evidently  wailing  for  the 
•ignal  to  strike  an  effectual  blow.  They  have 
stolen  almost  every  horse  belonging  to  the  citi* 
sens.  They  have  scared  them  from  the  fields 
which  they  have  cleared,  and  have  taken  posses- 
sion of.  their  houses.  They  are  now  stealing 
horses,  cattle,  and  hogs,  from  the  Georgia  lines, 
and  have  killed  one  or  two  families  on  the  Satilla. 


Bxtraet  of  a  letter  from  General  Ckdnee  to  Mc^or 
.  General  Andrew  Jaekeon^  dated 

Fort  Soott.  Gboroia,  ' 

November  21, 1817. 

The  first  brigade  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
19th  instant.  1  had  previously  sent  an  Indian 
runner,  to  notify  the  first  town  chief,  E-me-he- 
mant-by,  of  my  arrival,  and,  with  a  view  to  as* 
certain  whether  his  hostile  temper  had  abated, 
requesting  him  to  visit  me.  He  replied  that  he 
had  already  said  to  the  commanding  officer  here 
all  he  had  to  say,  and  he  would  not  come. 

Among  the  articles  found  in  the  house  of  the 
chief  was  a  British  uniform  coat  ^scarlet)  with  a 
pair  of  gold  epaulets,  and  a  certihcate  signed  by 
a  British  captain  of  marines,  "  Robert  White,  in 
the  abeeace  of  Coloael  Nicholis,"aiatiiig  that  the 


chief  had  always  been  %  true  and  faithful  frkad 
to  the  Britbh. 

The  reports  of  friendly  Indians  concur  in  esti- 
mating the  number  of  hostile  warriors,  including 
the  Red  Sticks  and  Seminoles,  at  more  than  two 
thousand,  besides  the  blacks,  amounting  to  near 
four  hundred  men,  and  increasing  by  runaways 
from  Georgia.  They  have  been  promised, as  scr* 
eral  Indians  inform  me,  assistance  from  the  Bog - 
glish  at  New  Providence.  This  promise,  though 
made  bv  Woodbine,  is  relied  on  by  most  of  the 
Seminole  Indians.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  they 
will  sue  for  peace  as  soon  as  they  find  their  hopes 
of  British  aid  to  be  without  a  foundation. 

No.  51.  a. 

General  Gaines  to  the  Secretary  of  War — with  a  talk. 

Hbadci'bs,  Fort  Scott,  Qborqii., 

December  2, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  d6th 
ultimo,  your  commuieation  of  the  30th  Oetotier. 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  the  President  ap- 
proves of  my  movement,  but  I  much  regret  that 
his  just  expectations  a^  to  the  effect  there  was 
reason  to  believe  would  be  produced  on  the 
minds  of  the  Indians  by  this  movement  have 
not  been  realized.  I  am  now  quite  convinced 
that  -the  hostility  of  these  Indians  is,  and  has 
long  since  been,  of  so  deep  a  character  as  to  leave 
no  ground  to  calculate  upon  tranquillity,  or  the 
future  security  of  our  frontier  settlements,  until 
the  towns  south  and  east  of  this  place  shall  re- 
ceive a  signal  proof  of  our  willingness  to  retaliate 
for  every  ouitra^^e.  It  is  now  my  painful  duty 
to  report  an  afiair  of  a  more  serious  and  decisive 
nature  than  has  heretofore  occurred,  and  whioh 
leaves  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 
application  offeree,  and  active  measures  on  our 
part*  A  large  party  of  Seminole  Indians  on  the 
30th  ultimo  formed  an  ambuscade  upon  the  Ap- 
palachicola  river,  a  mile  below  the  junction  of 
the  Flint  and  Chatahoochee,  atiacked  one  of  our 
boats  ascending  near  the  shore,  and  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  took  the  greater  part  of  the  detachment, 
consisting  of  forty  men,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant R.  W.  Scott,  of  the  7th  infantry.  There 
were  also  on  board^  killed  or  taken,  aeven  womea, 
the  wives  of  soldiers.  Sizmen<of  the  detach- 
ment only  escaped,  four  of  whom  were  wounded. 
They  report  that  the  strength  of  the  current  at 
the  point  of  attack  had  obliged  the  lieutenant  to 
keep  his  boat  near  the  shore ;  that  the  Indians 
had  formed  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
were  not  discovered  till  their  fire  had  com- 
menced, in  the  first  volley  of  which  Lieutenant 
Scott  and  his  most  valuable  men  fell. 

The  lieutenant  and  his  party  had  been  sent 
from  this  place  some  days  before  to  assist  Major 
Muhlenberg  in  ascending  the  river  with  three 
vessels  laden  with  military  stores  brought  from 
Montgomery  and  Mobile:  The  Major,  instead 
of  retaining  the  party  to  assist  him,  as  I  had  ad- 
vised, (see  enclosure  No.  3,)  retained  only  about 
tweaty  men,  and  in  their  place  put  a  like  nuoi- 
ber  of  sick,  with  the  women,  and  some  regimen- 
tal clothing*  The  boat,  thus  laden,  was  detachad 
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iliooe  lor  ikis  place.  luis  dM  to  Major  Mabloi>- 
berg  to  obserTo  that,  at  the  time  he  detaekied  the 
boat,  I  hare  rcaeoa  to  beliefe  he  was  not  apprized 
of  any  recent  hoetilitiee  having  taken  place  in 
this  quarter.  It  appears,  howeyer,  fircwn  Lienteo- 
aot  Gkott's  letter, received  about  the  hour  in  which 
he  was  attacked,  (see  enclosure  No.  3,)  that  he 
kad  been  warned  of  the  dancer.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  I  had  two  boats  fitted  up  with 
covers  and  pert*holes  for  defence,  and  detached 
Captain  Clinch  with  an  officer  and  forty  men, 
with  an  order  to  secure  the  moveoient  of  Lieu- 
tciMBt  Scott,  and  then  to  assist  Major  Muh- 
lenberg. 

This  detachment  embarked  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th,  and  most  have  passed  the  scene  of  action 
below  at  night,  and  some  hours  after  the  affair 
terminated.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Captain 
Clinch.  I  shall  immediately  strengthen  the  de- 
taehment  under  Major  Muhlenberg  with  another 
boat,  secured  against  the  enemy's  fire.  He  will, 
therefore,  move  up  with  safetv,  keeping  near  the 
middle  of  the  river.  I  shall  moreover,  take  a 
position  with  my  principal  force  at  the  junction 
of  the  river,  near  the  line ;  and  shall  atuck  any 
tassel  that  mav  attempt  to  intercept  our  vessel 
and  supplies  below,  as  I  feel  persuaded  the  order 
of  the  President,  prohibiting  an  attack  upon  the 
Indians  below  the  line,  has  reierence  only  to  the 
past,  and  not  to  the  present  or  future  outrages, 
such  M»  the  one  just  aow  perpetmted,  and  such 
as  shall  place  our  troops  strictly  within  the  pale 
of  oatuiai  law,  where  self-defence  is  sanctioned 
by  the  privilege  of  self-preservation.  The  wound- 
ed men  who  made  their  escape  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  ther  had  seen  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred hostile  Indian  warriors  at  different  places 
below  the  point  of  attack.  Of  the  force  engaged 
Ihey  differ  in  opinion;  but  all  agree  that  the 
number  was  very  considerable,  extending  about 
one  hundred  4nd  fifty  yards  along  the  shore,  in 
the  edge  of  a  swamp  or  thick  woods.  I  am  as- 
auted  by  the  friendly  chief  that  the  hostile  war- 
riors of  every  town  upon  the  Cbatahoocbee  pre- 
pared canoes  and  pushed  off*  down  the  river  to 
join  the  Beminoles  as  soon  as  the  account  of  my 
norement  from  the  Alabama  reached  them. 

The  Indians  now  remaining  upon  the  Chata* 
hoochee,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  well  dis- 
posed. One  of  the  new  settlers,  however,  has  re- 
cently been  killed ;  but  it  has  been  clearly  proved 
that  the  murderer  had  belonged  to  the  hostile 
party.  The  friendly  chiefs  in  the  neighborhood, 
when  apprized  of  the  murder  assembled  a  party, 
aud  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  offender,  and  foltowea 
him  to  the  Flint  river,  on  the  route  to  Micka- 
auky,  whither  be  escaped.  Ooishajo  and  aeveral 
other  friendly  chiefs,  have  offered  me  their  ser- 
▼icee,  with  their  wrrriors,  to  go  against  the  Sem- 
inoles.  I  have  promised  to  give  them  notice  of 
the  time  that  may  be  fixed  for  my  departure,  and 
then  to  accept  their  aerrices.  The  enclosure  No.  1 
eoutaios  the  aubatance  of  what  I  have  aaid  to  the 
chiefs  who  have  visited  me;  several  of  whom 
reside  south  of  the  Spanish  line,  and  west  of 
Affulaehicola  river.     It  was  expected  by  the 


chiefs  that  I  should  communicate  to  them  my 
views  and  wishes.  I  felt  authorised  to  say  but 
little,  and  I  deemed  it  necessary,  in  what  I  snonld 
say,  to  endeavor  to  counteri^et  the  erroneous  im- 
pressions bv  which  they  have  been  misled  by 
pretended  British  agents. 

I  hope  the  President  will  see  in  what  I  have 
said  nothing  to  disapprove.  I  leel  persuaded  a 
report  of  the  various  ulks  which  I  received  from 
the  chiefs  would  show  the  psopriety  of  what  I 
have  said  to  them ;  such  a  report  I  have  not  a 
momei^t's  time  now  to  make.  The  Indians  are 
at  this  moment  firing  at  our  camp /tom  the  qpp<»- 
site  side  of  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  moat  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  ' 

EDMUND  P.  QAINBS, 

Mz/or  General  commanding. 

Talk  enclosed  in  51  a,  (No.  1.) 

Cbiepb  AND  Warriors:  The  President  of  the 
United  States  has  been  informed  of  the  murders 
and  thefts  commiUed  by  hostile  Indians  in  this 

J  art  of  the  country.  He, has  authorized  General 
ackson  to  arrest  the  offenders,  and  cause  jOatice 
to  be  done.  The  Indians  have  been  required  to 
deliver  up  the  murderers  of  our  citizens  and 
the  stolen  property,  but  they  refused  to  deliver 
either.  They  have  had  a  council  at  Mickasuky, 
in  which  they  have  determined  upon  war ;  they 
have  been  at  war  against  helpless  women  and 
children ;  let  them  now  cnlculate  upon  fighting 
men.  We  have  long  known  that  we  had  enemies 
east  of  this  river ;  we  likewise  know  we  have 
some  friends,  but  they  are  so  mixed  together  we 
cannot  always  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other. 
The  President,  wishing  to  do  justice  to  bis  red 
friends  and  children,  has  given  orders  for  the  bad 
to  be  separated  from  the  good.  Those  who  have 
taken  up  arms  against  him,  and  such  as  have  lis- 
tened to  the  bad  uAkt  of  the  people  beyond  the 
sea,  must  go  to  Mickasuky,  6owanee,  where  we 
wish  to  find  them  together.  But  all  those  who 
were  our  friends  in  ehe  war  will  sit  still  at  their 
homes  in  peiace.  We  will  pay  them  for  what  com 
and  meat  they  have  to  sell  us.  We  will  be  their 
friends,  and  when  ibejr  are  hungry  we  will  give 
them  meat.  The  hostile  party  pretend  to  calcu- 
late upon  help  fwm  the  Bcitishrr^s  well  look.ibr 
soldiers  from  the  aaoon  to  help  them.  Their  war* 
riors  w>ere  beatcgn  apd  driven  from  our  country  by 
American  troops.  The  English  are  not  able  to 
help  themselves ;  how.  then,  should  they  help  the 
old  *'Red  Sticks.**  wnom  they  have  ruined  by 
pretended  friendship? 

No.  51  &,  (No.  2.) 

GtMtral  Omnu  to  Ua^or  Muhknhtrg* 

Fort  Soott,  Afimeuiber,  1817. 
Sir  :  The  waters  having  risen  aoffioiently  hiA 
to  enable  you  to  ascend  ihe  river  with  all  the 
veeaels,  I  wish  you  to  do  so,  thotigh  it  ahould  lafce 
longer  than  I  had  aoticipated.  You  can  avail 
yourself  of  she  aid  -of  Lieutenant  Seott's  detach* 
mcRt  to  arpodtte  yo«r  movement  hither.    Kiaep 
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jma^f  vaneto  wsar  to  Moh  other }  and,  sbonld  f  on 
ae^  aay  iimperablo  obauole,  eodaaYor  to  a|H 
prise  ase  xhcreof,  and  foa  ifaail  have  additional 
raliof.  Wishing  to  see  yoa  toon,  with  yoor  fleet, 
I  rtaaaia,  with  sreai  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QAfNES. 
To  Major  MuBLmnnao, 

QmmMding  Ut$Ued  SMm  troop$. 


No.  51  c,  (No.  8.) 

Jjieutenani  ScoU  to  Gentrai  Goinei, 
fipAMMB  Blopp,  Abffsm6erd8, 1817. 

Sis:  Bndosed  ]fov  will  reeeiTe  Major  Muh- 
lettherg^  ctHnmmiicatioD,  whieh  he  directs  me 
to  forward  to  you  by  express  from  this  place. 
Air.  Hamblf  inforais  me  tnat  Indians  are  assem- 
bling at  the  junction  of  the  ri^er,  where  they  in- 
tena  to  make  a  stand  against  those  vessels  coming 
op  the  rifer.  Bhoald  this  be  the  ease,  I  am  not 
able  to  make  a  stand  against  them.  My  com- 
mand does  not  exceed  forty  men,  and  one^balf 
sick  and  wtthoat  arms.    I  leave  this  immediately. 

1  am,  respectfolljr,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  SCOTT, 
lAeut.  Itk  htfantry,  oomfg  detachment. 

NoTS.-*-The  bearer  of  this  is  entitled  to  thitee 
dollars  on  delivering  (his  letter.  The  Indians 
have  a  report  here  tnat  the  Indians  have  beaten 
the  white  people. 

,No.61<2. 
Qtnend  Oafnetto  Captain  CKnch. 

Hs^gOARTfiis.  FoBT  Scott, 

November  30, 1817. 

Sir  :  You  will  embark  with  ihe  paily.attigned 
you  on  board  the  covered  boals;  descend  the 
river  until  yon  meet  with  Lieutenant  Scott;  de« 
liver  to  him  a  cover  for  his  boat,  and  give  him 
such  assistance  as,  in  yoor  judgment,  shall  be  ne<- 
cessary  to  secure  his  party,  and  expedite  his 
movement  to  this  place.  Yoa  will  then  proceed, 
with  ib€  residne  of  your  command,  down  the 
river,  until  yoq  meet  with  Maior  Hohleaborg ; 
report  to  him,  and  act  under  his  orders.  Yon 
will,  in  no  ease,  put  yoor  eoomiaad  in  the  power 
of  the  Indians  near  the  shore.  Be  constantly  on 
ihe  alerL  Remember  that  United  States  troops 
oan  never  be  surprised  by  Indians  without  a  loss 
of  honor,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  strength 
thnt  migat  ensue. 

To  Col.  CuMCB,  7th  h^kniry, 

Oenetal  Jaek$on  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
HBAoa'aa,  Division  of  tbb  Sootb, 

Bmiegtfe  Tbwn,  iShapdHiee  titer, 

Jpn7a0^1818. 

Bra:  My  last  oommunicatioo,  dated  Camp 
before  Bu  Mark's,  6th  April,  and  these  to  which 
it  referred,  advised  you  of  my  movements  and 
operations  op  to  that  date,  and,  as  I  then  advised 
yen,  I  marehed  from  that  place  on  the  morning 


of  the  9th.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  was 
joined  by  the  rear  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
also  by  the  Indians  under  General  Mcintosh, 
whom  I  had  left  at  Miekasoky  to  scour  the  coun- 
try around  that  place.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  dry  and  pleasant,  and  the  waters  had 
subsided  in  a  great  degree,  our  march  might  be 
said  to  have  been  through  water,  which  kept  the 
infantry  wet  to  the  middle;  and  the  depth  of  the 
swamps,  added  to  the  want  of  forage,  occasioned 
the  horses  to  give  out  daily  in  great  numbers. 
On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  near  Bconfianah,  or 
Natural  Bridge,  a  party  of  Indians  were  discov* 
ered  on  the  maigin  of  a  swamp,  and  attacked  bv 
General  Mcintosh  and  about  fifty  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers, who  rooted  them,  killing  thirty-seven 
warriors,  and  capturing  six  men  and  ninety-seven 
women  and  children;  also  recapturing  a  white 
woman  who  had  been  taken  at  the  massacre  of 
Scott.  The  friendly  Indians  also  took  some 
horses  and  about  five  nundred  head  of  cattle  from 
the  eitemy,  who  proved  to  be  McQueen's  party. 
Upon  ^he  application  of  an  old  woman  of  the 
prisoners^  I  agreed  that  if  McQueen  was  tied 
and  carried  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 
her  people  shoold  be  received  in  peace,  carried 
to  the  upper  tribes  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  there 
provisioned  until  they  could  raise  their  own 
crops.  She  appeared  much  pleased  with  those 
terms^  and  I  set  her  at  liberty,  with  written  in- 
structions to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's  to 
that  effect.  Having  received  no  further  intelli- 
gence from  McQueen,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
the  old  woman  has  complied  with  her  part  of  the 
obligation. 

From  St.  Mark's  I  marched  with  eight  days' 
rations,  those  that  joined  me  having  but  five; 
this  was  (fone  under  the  expectation  of  reaching 
this  place  in  that  time,  founded  on  the  report  of 
my  faithful  Indian  guide,  which  I  shoula  have 
accomplished  but  for  the  poverty  of  mv  horses 
and  the  continued  sheets  of  water  througn  which 
We  had  to  pass.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th 
mv  scoots  overtook  a  small  party  of  Indians, 
killing  one  man  and  capturing  the  residue,  con- 
sisting of  one  man  and  woman  and  two  children, 
and  on  that  evening  1  encamped,  as  my  guide 
supposed,  within  twelve  miles  of  Snwanee.  I 
marched  very  early  on  the  16th,  under  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  encompass  and  attack  the  Indian 
and  negro  towns  by  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  but, 
much  to  my  regret,  at  three  o'clock,  and  after 
marching  sixteen  mites,  we  reached  a  remarka- 
ble pond,  which  my  guide  recollected,  and  re- 
ported to  be  distant  six  miles  from  the  object  of 
my  march ;  here  I  should  have  halted  for  the 
night,  had  not  six  mounted  Indians,  fsupposed  to 
be  spies,)  who  were  discovered,  effected  their 
escape:  this  determined  me  to  attempt,  by  a 
forced  movement,  td  prevent  the  removal  of  their 
effects,  and.  if  possible,  themselves  from  crossing 
the  river,  for  my  rations  being  out,  it  was  all- 
Important  to  secure  their  supplies  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  my  troops.  Accoidingly,  my  lines  of 
attack  were  instantly  formed  and  put  In  motion, 
and  about  soBset  my  left  flank  colamn,  composed 
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of  tl^  feeood  regimeot  of  Tennessee  Toiuoteers, 
commaDded  hj  Uolonel  WilUamson,  and  «  part 
of  the  Crieadiy  Indiaos,  ander  Coionel  Kanard, 
ba?iDg  approached  the  left  flank  of  the  centre 
town  and  commenced  their  attack,  caused  me  to 
quicken  the  pace  of  the  centre,  composed  of  the 
.regulars,  Georgia  militia,  and  my  volunteer  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  guards,  in  order  to  press 
the  enemy  in  his  centre,  while  the  right  column, 
composed  of  the  first  reffiment  of  Tennessee 
volunteers,  under  Colonel  Uyer,  and  a  part  of  the 
friendly  Indians,  headed  by  General  Mcintosh, 
who  had  preceded  me,  were  endeavoring  to  turn 
his  left  and  cut  off  his  retreat  to  the  river  j  they, 
however,  having  been  previously  informed  of  our 
force,  bv  a  precipitate  retreat  soon  crossed  the 
river,  where,  it  is  believed^  Colonel  Kanard,  with 
his  Indians,  did  them  considerable  injurv.  Nine 
negroes  and*  two  Indians  were  found  dead,  and 
two  negro  men  made  prisoners. 

On  the  17th  foraging  parties  were  sent  out, 
who  found  a  oonsioerable  quantitv  of  corn  and 
some  cattle.  The  18th,  having  obtained  some 
small  craft,  I  ordered  General  Gaines  across  the 
river  with  a  strong  detachment  and  two  days' 
provision  to  pursue  the  enemy.  The  precipitancy 
of  their  flight  was  soon  discovered  bv  the  great 
quantity  ofgoods,  corn,  d^c,  strewed  through  the 
swamps,  and  convinced  General  Gaines  that  pur- 
suit was  in  vain.  Nine  Indiana  and  five  negro 
Srisoncrs  were  taken  by  our  Indians.  The  evi- 
eace  of  haste  with  which  the  eaemy  had  fled 
induced  the  General  to  confine  hisreconnoissance. 
to  search  for  cattle  and  horses,  both  of  which 
were  much  wanted  by  the  armv.  About  thirty 
head  of  cattle  were  procured  $.bot,  from  the  re- 
ports accompanying  ueneral  Gaines's,  which  will 
in  due  time  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  the  disobe* 
dience  of  his  orders  by  the  Indians,  not  one  pound 
was  brought  into  camp. 

As  soon  as  time  will  permit,  I  shall  forward  a 
detailed  account  of  the  various  little  affairs  with 
the  enemy,  accompanied  with  reports  of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  detachment.  Suffice  it 
for  the  present  to  add,  that  every  officer  and 
soldier  under  my  command,  when  danger  .ap- 
peared, showed  a  steady  firmness,  whicn  con- 
yinced  me  that,  in  the  event  of  a  stubborn  con- 
flict, they  would  have  realized  the  best  hopes  of 
their  country  and  General. 

I  believe  I  may  say  that  the  destruction  of  this 
place,  with  the  possession  of  St.  Mark's,  having, 
on  the  night  of  the  18th,  captured  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Ambrister,  of  the  British  marine  corps, 
and,  as  represented  by  Arbuthnor,  successor  to 
Woodbine,  will  end  the  Indian  war  for  the  pres- 
ent; and,  should  it  be  renewed,  the  position  taken, 
which  ought  to  be  held,  will  enable  a  small  party 
to  put  it  down  promptly. 

I  shall  order,  or  take  mvself,  a  reconnoissance 
west  of  the  Appalachicola  at  Pensacola  point, 
where,  I  am  informed,  there  are  a  few  Red  Sticks 
assembled,  who  are  fed  and  supported  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola.  My  health  being  impaired, 
as  soon  as  this  duty  is  performed,  the  positions 
taken,  well  garrisoned,  and  security  given  to  the 


southern  frontiers,  (if  the  Goveromeot  have  not 
active  employment  for  me,)  I  shall  return  to 
Nashville  to  regain  my  health.  The  health  of 
the  troops  is  much  impaired,  and  I  have  ordered 
the  Georgia  troops  to  Hartford  to  be  mustered, 
paid,  and  discharged;  the  General  having  com- 
municated his  wishes,  and  that  of  his  troopa,  to 
be  ordered  directly  there,  and  reporting  that  they 
have  a  plenty  of  corn  and  beef  to  subsist  them  to 
that  pjoint.  I  have  written  to  the  Governor  of 
Georgia  to  obtain  from  the  State  the  necessary 
funds  to  pay  General  Glasscock's  brigade  when 
discharged,  and  that  the  Government  will  prompt- 
ly refund  it.  I  am  compelled  to  this  mode  to  have 
them  promptly  paid,  Mr.  Hoffao,  the  paymaster 
of  the  seventh  iniantry,  (for  whom  I  receiwed  from 
Mr.  Brent  an  enclosure  said  to  contain  $50^000,) 
not  having  reached  me. 

From  the  information  received  from  Ambrister 
and  a  Mr.  Cook,  who  was  captured  with  him, 
that  A.  Arbuthnot^s  schooner  was  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  preparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  of 
Tampa,  ndy  aid-decamp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden, 
volunteered  his  services  with  a  small  detachment 
to  descend  the  river  tind  capture  her.  The  im» 
portance  of  this  vessel  to  transport  my  sick  to  St. 
Mark's,  as  well  as  to  destroy  the  means  used  by 
the  enemy,  induced  me  to  grant  bis  request;  he 
sailed  yesterday,  and  I  expected  to  have  beard 
from  him  this  morning.  I  only  await  his  report 
to  take  up  the  line  of  march  on  my  return  for  St. 
Mark's.  The  Georgia  brigade,  by  whom  I  send 
this, .being  about  to  march,  compels  me  to  close 
it  without  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Gadsden. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commandi9ig» 

Hon.  JoBif  C,  Calhodic, 

I^epartment  of  War, 

No.  53. 

General  Jaekeon  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Hbadq'as,  Division  of  tbb  South, 
Fort  St.  Marks,  April  26, 1818. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  from  Bowlegs'  Town  on  tb« 
20th  instant.  On  the  night  of  the  sane  day  I 
received  the  eipected  despatch  from  my  aid-de- 
camp. Lieutenant  Gadsden,  communicating  tbe 
success  of  his  expedition :  and,  on  the  next  day, 
as  aoon  as  the  sick  of  my  army  were  despatched 
down  the  Suwanee  river,  to  be  conveyed  in  the 
captured  schooner  to  St.  Mark's,  I  took  Up  the 
line  of  march  for  that  fort.  I  arrived  at  this 
place  la^t  evening,  performing  a  march  of  one 
hundred  and  seven  miles  in  less  than  five  days. 
Lieutenant  Gadsden  had  reached  it  a  few  hours 
before  roe.  He  communicates  having  found, 
among  the  papers  of  Arbuthnot,  Ambrister,  and 
Cook,  letters,  memorials,  dtc,  all  pointing  out 
the  instigators  of  this  savage  war,  and,  in  some 
measure,  involving  the  British  Government  ia 
the  agency.  These  will  be  forwarded  yon  in  a 
detailed  report  I  purpose  communicating  to  yoa 
as  early  as  practicable. 

The  old  woman  spoken  of  in  my  last  comom- 
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nieaitoo  ta  you,  wbo  promtied  to  ase  her  influ- 
ence in  baviog  BIcQoMn  cnptared  nnd  deliTered 
vp,  hts  not  fa«eQ  heard  of.  From  siiroe  discov- 
ered on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  St.  Mnrk':» 
river,  I  am  iodoeed  to  believe  that  the  Indian 
jMtfty  is  stiil  in  this  neighborhood.  A  detach- 
nent  will  be  sent  oat  to  reconnoitre  the  country, 
to  receive  them  as  friends  if  disposed  to  surrender, 
or  inflict  merited  ehasilsement  if  still  hostile. 

1  shall  le.ive  this  in  two  or  three  days  for  Fort 
Qadsden,  and,  after  making  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  security  of  the  positions  occupied, 
and  douching  a  force  to  scour  the  country  west 
of  the  Appalachicola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  for 
Na»hviilt*.  My  presence  in  this  conntry  can  no 
longer  be  nectrssary.  The  Indian  forces  have 
been  divided  and  scattered,  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  those  unprincipled  agents  of 
foreign  nations  who  had  deluded  them  to  their 
rain;  they  have  not  the  power,  if  the  will  re- 
mains, of  again  annoying  our  frontier. 
I  remain,  d^c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

No.  54. 

€f4m&mlJaei$(m  to/Ae  Seeni»jf  0/  War* 

HBAoa'aa,  Diviatoic  op  tbb  South, 
Fbn  Oad$den^  May  5,  1818. 

Sir  :  I  returned  to  this  post  with  my  army  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  and  embrace  an 
early  opportunity  of  furnishing  you  a  detailed 
report  or  my  operations'  to  the  east  of  the  Appa- 
lachicola river.  In  the  several  communications 
addressed  to  you  from  Hartford,  Fort  Scott,  and 
this  place,  I  tave  stated  the  condition  of  the  army 
on  my  assuming  the  immediate  command,  the 
embarrassment  occasioned  from  the  want  of  pro- 
visions, the  privations  of  my  troops  on  their 
march  from  the  frontiers  of  Gkorgia,  and  the 
circumstances  which  compelled  me  to  move  di- 
rectly down  the  Appalachicola  river  to  meet  with 
and  protect  the  expected  supplies  from  New  Or- 
leans. These  were  recei  ved  on  the  2dth  of  March, 
and  on  the  next  day  I  was  prepared  for  active 
operations.  For  a  detailed  account  of  my  move- 
ments from  that  period  to  this  day  you  are  respect- 
fully referred  to  the  report  prepared  by  my  adju- 
tant general,  accompanied  with  Captain  Hugh 
Young's  topographical  sketch  of  the  route  and 
distance  performed.  This  has  been  principally  a 
war  of  movements.  The  enemy,  cot  off  from 
their  strongholds,  or  deceived  in  the  promised 
foreign  aid,  have  uniformly  avoided  a  general  en- 
gagement. Their  resistance  has  generally  been 
feeble;  and  in  the  partial  rencontres  into  which 
they  seem  to  have  been  involuntarily  forced,  the 
regulHrsi,  volunteers,  and  militia,  under  my  com- 
mand, realized  my  expectations ;  every  privation, 
fatigue,  and  exposure  was  encountered  with  the 
•pirit  of  soldiers,  and  danger  was  met  with  a  de- 
gree of  fortitude  calculated  to  strengthen  the 
confidence  I  had  reposed  in  them. 

On  the  commencement  of  my  operations,  I  was 
strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  this  In- 
dian war  has  been  excited  by  some  unprincipled 


foreign  or  private  agents.  The  outlaws  of  the 
old  Red  Stick  party  had  been  too  severely  con- 
vinced, and  the  Seminoles  were  too  weak  in 
numbers  to  believe  that  they  could  possibly  alone 
maintain  a  war  with  even  partial  success  against 
the  United  States.  Firmly  convinced,  therefore, 
that  succor  had  been  promised  from  some  quarter, 
or  that  they  had  been  deluded  into  a  belief  that 
America  dare  not  violate  the  neturality  of  Spain 
by  penetrating  to  their  towns,  I  early  determined 
to  ascertain  tne^  facts,  and  so  direct  my  move- 
ments as  to  undeceive  the  Indians.  After  the 
destruction  of  the  Mickasukian  villages,  I  march* 
ed  for  St.  Mark's.  The  correspondence  between 
myself  and  the  Spanish  commandant,  in  which  I 
demanded  the  occupancy  of  that  fortress  with  an 
American  garrison,  accompanies  this.  It  had 
been  reportwl  to  me^  direct  from  the  Gbvemor  of 
Pensacola,  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  unfriend* 
ly  to  the  United  States  had  demanded  of  the  oom« 
mandant  of  St.  Mark'b  a  supply  of  ammnnitim», 
munitionrof  war,  4tc.,  threatening,  in  the  event 
of  a  noncompliance^  to  take  poesefwion  of  the  fort* 
The  Spanish  commandant  acknowledged  the  de» 
fenceless  state  of  his  fortress,  and  his  inability 
to  defend  it ;  and  the  Gk>vernor  of  Pensaeola  ex* 
pressed  similar  apprehensions.  The  Spanish 
agents  throughout  the  Floridas  had  uniformly  dis- 
avowed having  any  connexion  with  the  Indians, 
and  acknowledged  the  obligations  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  under  existing  treaties,  to  restrain  their 
outrages  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  they  declared  that  the  Seminole  Indiana 
were  viewed  as  alike  hostile  to  the  Spanish 
Gbveroinent,  and  that  the  will  remained,  though 
the  power  was  wanting,  to  inflict  merited  chas- 
tisement on  this  lawless  tribe.  It  was,  therefore, 
to  be  supposed  that  the  American  army,  impelfed 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  self-defence  to  pene* 
(rate  the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
fight  his  battles,  and  even  to  relieve  from  a  cruel 
bondage  some  of  his  own  subjects,  would  have 
been  received  as  allies,  hailed  as  deliverers,  and 
every  facility  afforded  to  them  to  terminate, 
speedily  and  tuccesafully  this  savage  war.  Fort  * 
Si.  Mark's  could  not  be  maintained  by  the  Span- 
ish force  garrisoning  it.  The  Indians  and  t^ 
groes  viewed  it  as  an  asylum,  if  driven  from 
their  towns,  and  were  preparing  to  ocenpy  ii  in 
this  event.  It  was  necessary  to  aatteipate  their 
movements,  independent  of  the  position  being 
deemed  essential  as  a  depot,  on  which  the  sne«» 
cess  of  my  future  operations  measuraMv -depend^ 
ed.  In  the  spirit  of  friendship,  tbereme,  rde<« 
manded  its  surrender  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States  until  the  close  of  the  Seminole  war.  Ttie 
Spanish  commandant  required  time  to  refleet« 
It  was  granted.  A  negotiation  ensued,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  protract  it  to  an  unreasonable 
length.  In  the  conversations  between  my  aid- 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Qadsden,  and  the  Spanish 
commandant,  circumstances  transpired  eoaviet- 
ing  him  of  a  disposition  to  favor  the  Indiana, 
and  of  having  taken  an  active  part  in  aidiogand 
abetting  them  in  this  war.  1  hesitated,  there* 
fore,  no  longer }  and  na  I  oonid  not  be  reeeired 
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iA  fri«ndahipi  I  entered  tlie  fert  bf  violeaee. 
Two  light  companies  of  the  7tb  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  one  of  the  4tl^  under  the  com* 
mand  ot  Major  Twigga.  were  ordered  to  ad- 
Taooe,  lower  the  Spanish  colora,  and  hoist  the 
starspanKled  banner  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
St.  Markka.  The  order  waa  executed  promptly. 
No  resistance  was  attempted  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  garrison.  The  doplicity  ot  the  Span* 
ish  commandant  of  Si.  Mark's,  in  profesting 
friendship  towards  the  United  States  while  he 
was  actnally  aiding  and  supplying  her  savage 
enemies,  throwing  open  the  gjatea  of  his  garrison 
to  their  free  aeeese,  appropriatinpf  the  King's 
stores  to  their  use,  issuing  ammunition  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  to  themiand  knowingly  purcha- 
aittg  of  them  property  plundered  from  the  citi* 
sens  0[  the  United  States,  is  clearly  evinced  bv 
the  documents  accompanying  ny  correspond- 
eaee*  In  Fort  St.  Mark's,  as  an  inmate  of  the 
family  of  the  Spanish  commandant,  an  Bnglish- 
man,  by  the  name  of  Arbutbnot,  was  round. 
Vnable  satisfactorily  to  explain  the  objects  of 
his  visitinff  this  country,  and  there  being  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  to  justify  a  suspicion 
tiiat  bis  views  were  not  honest,  be  was  ordered 
into,  close  confinement.  The  daptufe  of  his 
schooner,  near  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  river,  by 
my  aid-KJe-camp)  Mr.  Gbdsden,  and  the  papers 
round  on  board,  unveiled  his  corrupt  transactions. 
as  well  as  those  of  a  Captain  Ambrister,  late  of 
tjie  British  colonial  marine  corps,  taken  as  a 
prisoner  near  Bowlegs'  town.  Those  individu- 
als were  tried,  under  my  orders,  by  a  special 
isoort  of  select  officers,  legally  convicted  as  ex- 
citers of  this  savage  and  negro  war,  l^galljr  «on- 
demned,  and  most  justly  punished  for  their  ini- 
quities. The  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
in  this  case,  with  ithe  volume  of  testimony  jus- 
tifying their  condemnation,  present  scenes  of 
wickedness,  corruption  and  barbarity,  at  which 
the  heart  sickens,  and  in  which,  in  this  enlight- 
ened age,  it  ought  not  scarcely  to  be  believed 
that  ft  ubristiaa  nation  would  have  participated; 
an4  yet  the  British  Qovernment  is  involved  in 
tiva  agenoy.  If  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  are 
not  ooovieted  as  the  authorized  agents  of  Great 
Britain^  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  hut  that  that 
Oovernasent  had  a  knowledge  of  their  assumed 
aharaater,  and  was  well  advised  of  the  measures 
whiah  they  had  adopted  to  excite  ^he  negroes 
and  Indiana  ia  Sast  Florida  to  war  against  the 
United  Scales.  I  hope  the  execution  of  these 
iw>o  unprincipled  villains  will  prove  an  awful 
example  to  the  world,  and  convince  the  Qovern- 
■leat  of  Great  BritaiUi  as  well  as  her  subjects, 
thsC  certain  (if  slow)  retribution  awaits  these 
uochristiMi  wretches,  who,  hf  false  promises, 
delude  and  excite  an  Indian  tribe  to  all  the  hor- 
rid deeds  of  savage  war. 
.  Previous  to  my  leaving  Fort  Gbdsden,  I  had 
occasion  to  address  a  communication  to  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  on  the  subject  of  per- 
mitting supplies  to  pass  up  the  Bscambia  river 
to  Fori  Crawford.  This  letter,  with  a  second 
from  St«  Mark*8,  on  tha  subject  of  some  United 


States'  eUthittg,  shipped  in  a  vesael  in  tha  em* 
ploy  of  the  Spanish  Go? erndaient,  to  that  post,  I 
now  enclose,  with  bis  reply.  The  Governor  of 
Peneacola^s  refttsal  of  my  deinand  cannot  but  be 
viewed  as  evincing  a  hostile  feeling  oa  his  part, 
particularly  in  connexion  with  some  circom- 
stances  reported  to  me  from  the  most  unquestioa* 
able  authority.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Indiana 
at  war  with  the  United  States  have  free  access 
into  Pensacola ;  that  they  are  kept  advised  from 
that  quarter  of  all  our  movements  j  chac  they  are 
suplied  from  thence  with  ammunition  and  muni* 
tions  of  war ;  and  that  they  are  now  collecting 
in  large  bodies,  to  the  an>ount  of  four  or  five 
hundred  warriors,  in  that  city;  that  ioroadd 
from  thence  have  lately  been  made  on  the  Alx- 
bama,  in  <Mie  of.  which  eighteen  settlers  fell  bf 
the  tomahawk.  These  statements  compel  ma  to 
make  a  movement  to  the  west  of  the  Appalaelii- 
oola  ;  and,  should  they  prove  correct,  rensaeofafc 
must  be  occupied  with  an  American  fbrce^  die 
Governor  treated  according  to  bis  deserts,  or  as 
politj  maiy  diatate.  I  sfaaU  leave  strong  garrisons 
in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  Fort  CHdsden,  and  Fort  Scott; 
and  in  Pensacola,  should  it  become  necessary  to 
possess  it. 

It  becomea  mf  dmytbsfateftaa  nyaoiiflrmed 
opinion  tiiat,  so  long  as  Spaid  has  not  thie  power 
or  will  to  enlbrce  this  t^eaties  by  which  she  is 
solemnly  bound  to  preserve  the  Indians  within 
her  territory  at  peace  with  the  United  Sftatcs,  no 
security  can  be  given  lo  our  southern  frontier, 
without  occupying  a  cordon  of  posts  along  tha 
seashore.  The  moment  the  Amecican  army  re* 
turns  from  Florida,  the  war  hatchet  will  be  again 
raised,  and  the  same  scenes  of  indiscriminate  mur- 
der with  which  our  frontier  settlers  have  been 
visited  will  be  repeated.  So  long  as  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  of  Spain  are  exposed  to  the 
delusions  of  false  prophets,  and  the  poison  of 
foreign  intrigue ;  so  long  as  they  can  receive  am- 
munition, munitions  of  war,  ^c,  from  pretended 
traders,  or  Spanish  commandants,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  restrain  their  outrages.  The  burning 
of  their  towns,  the  destroving  of  their  stock  and 
provisions,  will  produce  but  temporary  embat- 
rassments;  resupplied  by  Spanish  authorities 
they  may  concentrate  or  disperse  at  will,  and 
keep  up  a  lasting  predatory  warfare  against  the 
frontiers  of. the  United  Sutes,  as  expensive  as 
harassing  to  her  troops.  The  savages,  thereforui 
must  be  made  dependant  on  us,  and  cannot  ba 
kept  at  peace  without  being  persuaded  of  tfie  cer- 
tainty of  chastisement  being  inflicted  on  the  com* 
mission  of  the  first  ofleoce. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  measures  which  have 
been  pursued  will  meet*  tbe  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes.  They  have  been 
adopted  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  under 
a  firm  conviction  that  they  alone  were  calculated 
to  insure  ^Vp^ace  and  security  to  the  southern 
frontier  of  Georgia." 

The  army  will  move  on  the  7th  from  hence, 
crossing  the  Appalachieola  river  at  the  Ocheaee 
bln£  about  thirty  miles  above. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
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General  Jaehon  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Ht^kDo'BB,  Dmmon  of  the  Socttb, 

Part  Montg<mery,  June  2, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  a  comneuiiicatioD  to  yoa  of  the  5th 
of  May,  I  detailed  at  length  the  operations  of 
my  array  up  to  that  period.    Leaying  a  strong 

ftrrison  of  i^galars  in  Forts  Seott  and  Gadsden, 
r^fittiD^  my  march,  with,  a  small  detachment 
of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  one  company  of 
ar tinier y,  and  th^  effectiTes  of  the  Tennessee  toI- 
unteersi  the  whole  not  exceeding  tweWe  hun- 
dred men.  to  fulfil  my  intentions,  communicated 
to  you,  of  scouring  the  country  west  of  the  Ap* 
palachicoia   river.    On  the  10th  of  May,  my 
army  crossed  that  river  at  the  Ochesee  viilage, 
•lid,  after  a  latiguing,  tedioss,  and  circuitous 
march  of  twelve  days,  misled  by  the  ignorance 
ef  our  pilots,  and  exposed  to  the  se.vevest  of  pri- 
taiioaa,  we  finally  reached  and  effected  a  pae* 
sage  over  the  Escambia.    On  my  maicby  on  the 
2^  of  May,  a  protest  from  the  Oovemor  of  Pen- 
aacola  was  delivered  me  by  a  Spanish  officer, 
remonatrat ing  in  warm  terms  against  my  pro* 
oeedings,  and  ordering  me  and  n^  forces  in- 
stantly 16  quit  the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Ma* 
jesty,  with  a  threat  to  ap|Uy  force  in  the  event  of 
a  noji-eompliance.    This  was  so  open  an  iadiea- 
tion  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  after  having 
been  early  and  well  advised  of  the  object  of  my 
operadons,  that  I  hesitated  no  longer  on  the 
measures  to  be  adopted.    1  marched  for  and  en- 
tered Pensacola  with  only  the  show  of  resist* 
ance,  on  the  24th  of  May.    The  Governor  had 
previously  fled  to  Fort  Carlos    de   Barancas, 
where,  ft  was  said,  he  had'  resolved  upon  a  most 
des^rate  resistaoefe.    A  eerfes|)oiidettce  ensued 
between  us,  (accompanying  this,  marked  A,)  de* 
tuiling  at  length  my  motives  for  wial»iiig  and  de- 
manding that  Pensacoia  and  its  dcpendeBcies  be 
ooeupied  with  an  American  garrisooi  The  pack- 
age marked  B  are  docomeote  subsiaatiatinjpt  the 
ahargea,  in  part,  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  Governor,  having  knowingly  and  wil- 
lingly admitted  the  sarajpes,  avowedly  hostile  to 
t&e  United  Sutes,  within  the  lowa  of  Pensa* 
cola* 

.  The.  peaceable  surrender  of  the  foriof  Bafan- 
Qfti  waa  denied.  I  marched  for  and  iavetiad  it 
•a  the  evening  of  the  25tb  of  May,  and  ea  the 
afHne  nigbl  pushed  reeonnoiterlng  parties  under 
iaa  very  guns.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  a 
■liiiiary  reconndtaance  was  taken ;  and  on  tlie 
aanae  night,  a  lodgement  was  made,  under  a  fire 
from  the  Spaniah  ^rrison,  by  Captain  Gadsden 
of  the  engineers,  aided  by  Captains  Gall  and 
'iTooitgi  on  a  commanding  position,  within  three 
hundred  and  et^hty-^ve  yards  ot  the  Spanish 
works,  and  a  nme-pounder  mounted.  A  how- 
itser  battery  was  simultaneously  established  on 
tbe  cmpitoly  and  within  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
yards  of  the  fort  At  davlight  on  the  27th,  the 
Spanish  garrison  openea  their  artillery  on  our 
batteries ;  a  parley  was  sounded,  a  fikg'  sent  in; 


and  the  surrender  of  Fort  Carlos  de  Barancas 
agaia  demanded ;  the  favprable  positions  obtained 
were  pointed  ou^  and  the  inutility  of  r^istabce 
uiged.  Anxious  to  avoid  an  open  con  ten,  and 
to  save  the  effusion  of  blood,  the  same  terms 
previously  offered  were  a^in  tendered.  These 
were  rejected,  and  offensive  operations  recom'' 
menced.  A  spirited  and  well-directed  fire  was 
kept  up  the  greater  pArt  of  the  moTning^  and 
at  intervals  during  the  afternoon.  In  tSs  eve* 
niog  a  flag  was  sent  from  the  Spanish  com* 
mandant,  offering  to  capitulate,  and  a  suspen* 
sion  of  hostilities  was  granted  until  eight  o'clock 
next  day,  when  the  enclosed  articles  of  eapit- 
ulation  (marked  C)  were  signed  and  agreed 
to.  The  terms  are  more  ikvorable  than  a  con- 
quered enemy  would  have  merited)  but,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  my  ob* 
ject  obtained,  there  was  no  motive  for  wonnding 
the  feelings  of  those  whose  military  pride  or 
honor  bad  prompted  to  the  resistance  made* 
The  articles,  with  but  one  condiiion^  amount  to 
a  complete  cession  to  the  United  States  of  that 
portion  of  the  Floridas  hitherto  under  the  gev- 
ejcnment  of  Don  iJose  Mazot. 

The  arrangement  which  I  have  made  to  secure 
Pensacoia  and  its  dependencies  are  contained  in 
the  general  orders,  marked  D.  I  deemed  it  moet 
advisable  to  retaia,  for  the  present,  the  same 
government  to  which  the  people  had  been  aecus* 
tomed,  until  sach  lime  as  the  Bzecniive  of  the 
United  States  may  order  otherwise.  It  was  ne^ 
cessary.  however,  to  establish  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  S|ates,  to  check  the  smuggling 
which  had  been  carried  on  successfully  in  this 
quarter  for  many  years  past,  and  to  admit  the 
American  merchant  to  an  equal  participation  in 
a  trade  which  would  have  been  denied  uoder.the 
partial  operations  of  the  Spanish  commercifld 
code.  . 

Capt.  Gadsden  was  appointed  by  me  collector, 
and  he  has  organized  and  left  the  department  in 
the  charge  of  ofiicers  on  whom  the  greatest  eon- 
fidence  may  be  reposed. 

Though  the  Seminole  Indians  have  been  skit- 
tered, and  literally  so  divided  and  reduced  as  no- 
longer  to  be  viewed  as  a  formidable  enemy,  yel, 
as  there  are  still  many  small  marauding  partiaa 
supposed  to  be  concealed  in  the  swaops'  of  tin 
Perdido,  Choctawhatchy,  and  Cbapouley  what 
might  make  occasional  and  sudden  in  roads  oa  nor 
fronties  seitlersi  massacreing  women  and  ehiU 
dreny  I  ha.ve  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  ininaar* 
vice  for  six  moothsi  if  not  sooner  discharged,  t  we^ 
ooauMinies  of  volunteer  rangers,  under  Gapiaiaa- 
MeGirt  and  Boyles,  with  instructions  mseonr 
the  country  between  the  Mobile  and  Appalacbi* 
oola  rivers,  extermiaaiing  every  ho^ule  party 
who  dare  resist,  or  will  not  surrender  and  reaaove 
with  their  families  above  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  latitude. 

The  Seminole  war  may  now  be  considered  as 
at  a  close,  tranquillity  again  restored  to  thesoutli* 
em  frontier  of  the  United  States ;  and,  as  loag  as 
n  cordon  of  military  posts  is  maintained  along 
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the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Americft  has  nothing  to  «p« 

frehend  from  either  foreign  or  Indian  hostilities, 
ndeed,  sir,  to  attepipt  to  fortifjr  or  protect  an 
imaginary  line,  or  to  suppose  that  a  frontier  on 
the  thirty-first  clegree  of  latitude,  in  a  wilderness, 
can  he  secured  by  a  cordon  of  military  posts  while 
the  Floridas  lay  open  to  an  enemy,  is  visionary 
in  the  extreme. 

UDder  this  firm  belief,  1  bare  bottomed  all  my 
operations.  Spain  bad  disregarded  the  treaties 
existing  with  the  American  GJovernment,  or  had 
not  power  to  enforce  them;  the  Indian  tribes 
wiibin  her  territory,  and  which  she  was  bound  to 
keep  at  peace,  had  visited  our  citizens  with  all 
(he  horrors  of  savage  war;  negro  brigands  were 
establishing  themselves  when  and  where  they 
pleased ;  and  foreign  agents  were  openly  and 
xnowinjriy  praetisiog  their  intrigues  in  this  neu« 
tral  territory. 

The  immutable  principles,  therefore,  of  self- 
defence  justified  the  occupancy  of  the  Floridas, 
and  the  same  principles  will  warrant  the  Ameri- 
can  Qovernment  in  holding  it  until  such  time 
as  Spain  ean  guaranty,  by  an  adequate  military 
force,  the  maintaining  her  authority  within  the 
colony. 

A  topographical  sketch  of  the  coantry^  from 
tha  Appalachioola  to  Pensacola  accompanies  this. 
Captain.  Young  will  prepare, as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, a  topographical  memoir  of  thtt  part  of  the 
Floridas  in  which  my  army  has  operated,  with  a 
map  of  the  country. 

Captain  Gadsden  is  instructed  to  prepare  a  re- 
port on  the  necessary  defences  of  the  country,  as 
far  as  the  military  reconnoissaoce  he  has  taken 
wilt  permit,  accompanied  with  plans  of  existing 
works,  what  additions  or  improvements  are  ne- 
cessary, and  what  new  works  should,  in  his  opin- 
ion, be  erected  to  give  permanent  security  to  this 
important  territorial  audition  to  our  Republic.    - 

As  soon  as  this  report  is  prepared,  Captain 
Ghidsden  will  receive  orders  to  repair  to  Wash- 
ingtDn  city  with  some  other  documents  which  I 
may  wish  to  confide  to  his  charge. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  which  has  termi- 
nated so  honorably  and  happily,  it  gives  me  plea- 
sire  to  express  my  approbation  generally  or  the 
afiieen  and  soldiers  of  every  species  of  corps 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command.  The 
patience  with  which  they  endured  fatigue  and 
soboiiited  to  privations,  and  the  determination 
with  which  they  encountered  and  vanquished 
every  difficulty,  are  the  strongest  indication  of 
the  existence  of  that  patriotic  feeling  which  no 
eircuqisuncea  can  change,  and  of  that  irresistible 
ardor  in  tha  defence  of  their  country  which  will 
prove  her  strength  and  bulwark  under  any  ex- 
ppsat*.  I  should  do  violence  to  ray  feelings  if  I 
did  not  particularly  notice  the  exertions  of  my 
^artermastar  General,  Colonel  George  Gibson, 
who,  under  the  most  embarrassing  circumsunces, 
relieved  the  necessities  of  my  army,  and  to  whose 
exertions  I  was  indebted  for  the  supplies  received. 
His  zeal  and  integrity  in  this  campaign^  as  well 
ta  in  the  uniform  discharge  of  his  duties  since 


his  connexion  with  my  stafl^  merit  the  approba* 
tion  and  gratitude  of  bis  countr^r* 

With  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  Oomtnandvn^, 
The  Hon.  J.  C.  c5alhodn, 

Secretary  of  War. 

No.  56. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomae  Wayne,  Seq^puroer 
on  board  the  Untied  Staiee  brig  SaranaCf  to  Benja^ 
min  Homans,  dated 

St.  Mahy's  Rivbs,  Sept  27, 1817. 

'^  On  our  arrival  here,  we  found  General  bic- 
Gregor  in  command  of  Amelia  Island.  A  few 
days  afterwards  he  decamped,  and  embarked  on 
board  the  privateer  McGregor,  formerly  the  Saa 
Josef." 

**The  noted  Woodbine,  of  iniamoos  memorf, 
arrived  here  from  Nassau,  with  a  view,  as  waa 
said,  to  join  the  patriots;  but  his  friend  McGregor 
having  left  the  cause,  be  was  disappointed,  and 
embarked  with  McGregor,  who  sailed  a  few  daya 
sinc^  for  Nassau,  to  commence  some  new  expe* 
ditioh,  which,  it  is  generally  supposed,  will  be  to 
the  bay  of  Bspiritn  Santo,  or  bay  of  Tampa,  in 
latitude  4^  degrees  18  minutes  north,  and  longi* 
tude  76  degrees  30  minutes  west.  This  is  an  ex- 
tensive bay,  and  capable  of  admitting  ships  of 
any  size,  eontignous  to  which  are  the  finest  lands 
in  Florida,  which  Woodbine  pretends  belong  Co 
him  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  tbe  lodians.  He 
says  he  has  surveyed  the  whole  of  the  €hilfof 
Mexico,  and  Tampa  bay  is  the  only  place  into 
which  large  ships  can  enter.^ 

No.  57  a. 
[£xtracU  from  Messaga  of  S6Ch  Msidi.  ISI8.3 
E9traet$o/ a  ktier  to  the  Secretary^ Stale,  doM 

DBOBMnna  34, 1817. 
^  My  informants,  i  have  no  doubt,  are  possessed 
of  as  much  information  of  the  views  and  plana 
of  McGregor  and  Wuodbine  as  any  person  in  the 
United  States."  "  They  sailed  from  Amelia  in 
September,  in  company  with  a  schooner  belong- 
ing to  Woodbine,  he  being  on  board.  .  Some  time 
afier  they  had  got  to  sea,  Genenl  bicQnfgoi  and 
family  were  put  on  board  the  schuon«r  witk 
Woodbine,  and  steered  for  New  Providence." 
•  **From  what  has  been  wriuen,  ii  may  readily 
be  supposed  that  my  friends  had  an  oppportnnilf 
of  learning  something  of  the  plan  of  tiie  fvtura 
operations  of  McGreffor  and  Woodbine,  and  thef 
believe  it  to  be  as  follows:  Woodbine  persuaded 
McGregor  that  he  ooold  find  (riends  and  faads 
in  New  Providence,  and  that  a  British  regimenC 
hadlately  been  disbanded  there';  that  they  would 
pick  up  as  many  of  the  soldiers  as  possible,  and, 
with  what  negroes  and  others  thev  could  gather, 
would  make  a  tolerable  force.  They  were  then 
to  vail  for  Tampa  bay,  a  One  harbor  to  the  north- 
Mrestward  of  Cape  Florida,  where  they  were  to 
be  joined  by  1,500  Indians,  already  engaged  to 
Woodbine,  and  invade  Florida  from  that  point ; 
they  were  then  to  march  across,  and  attack  Bt« 
Augustine." 
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No.  576. 

huiructuma  far  $aiUng.  in  Tampa  bay^  in  MtCfre- 

gor^s  handwriting. 

[Enclofled  in  letUr  of  December  %i,  1817.] 

The  YcsseU  must  be  at  Tampa  bay,  eommoDly 
called  Bfipiritii  Santo.  I  calculate  to  be  at  Tampa 
bay  by  ibe  latter  eod  of  April,  or  1st  day  of  May, 
1818.  There  are  tbre?  bars:  the  noriberamost 
bar  is  best,  baying  five  fathom  water;  keep  on 
the  larboard  sliore  goiog  in.  There  is  a  small 
sandy  key  between  lhe,iiorthern.aad  middle  cbao? 
neU;  upon  this  sandy  key  there  will  be  a  flag- 
•taff,  and,  on  hoisting  your  signal,  yoo  will  be 
anawer^  by  the  Florida  flag,  and  a  pilot  will 
oome  o£ 

No.  57  c 

Bxtraeti  of  a  kUer  to  a  gentleman  in  the  Dittriet  of 

CoMmbid* 

Baltihorb,  July  30^  1817. 
Allow  me  now  to  relate,  in  detail,  the  particu- 
lars of  my  intercourse  with  Qeneral  McGregor 
whilst  in  this  city,  in  regard  to  bis  objects.  He 
declared  his  object  to  ^,  id  the  first  place,  to 
take  possession  of  Amelia;  thence  to  wrest  the 
Floridas  from  Spain,  when  he  should  immedi- 
ately call  on  the  inbabiiaots,  by  proclamation,  to 
designate  some  of  their  roost  respectable  fellow- 
citizens  to  form  a  constitution  on  the  model  of 
some  of  the  adjoining  States ;  that,  so  far  as  it 
might  depend  on  him,  he  would  encourage  the 
ezistios  disposition  of  the  people  in  that  section 
to  conlederate  with  the  United  States;  leaving 
it  to  the  will  and  policy  of  this  [oiir]  Govern- 
ment,  and  to  political  circumstances,  as  they 
might  arise,  to  indicate  the  most  favorable  time 
for  their  admission  into  the  Union. 

No.57(i. 

F^wn  G*  McCfregor  to  the  wriier  of  the  above,  dated 

Na88au,  December  27, 1817. 

**Tntt  know  my  objects."  ^'  On  the  other  side, 
vou  have  the  extract  of  a  proclamation  about  to 
be  published  by  rhe  person  in  charge  of  mtfkihg 
the  settlement.  I  leave  this  to-day  for  flngland, 
to  arrange  my  private  affiiirs,  which,  from  the 
many  years  that  I  have  been  in  South  Amerieil, 
have  not  Improved  by  my  absence;  my  family 
remain  hem  until  my  retvrn.^ 

No.  57  €. 
Sxtraetfrom  JProctoinotfon. 

*' Inhabitants  of  the  Floridaa!  lezpeetsoan 
lo  see  General  McGregor  among  ydn  again.  He 
was  animated  by  a  aiacere  wish  for  yoiir  bap- 
pinesa,  and  only  desired  to  see  you. free  from  the 
yoke  pf  Spain,  in  order  that  yoa  might  Legtskle 
m  youTscIvea." 

No.  58. 

Sxiraete  from  the  minutee  of  the  proeeedinge  of  the 
court  martial  in  the  trial  rf  Ambrieter* 


From  the  ezanliinatioo  of  John  Lbwi8  Pbbm ix, 
a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  proseeotion  : 
ftneation  by  the  court.    Did  you  erei  ander- 
15th  Con.  2d  Sxas.— 66 


stiiDd  by  whose  authority,  and  for  what  purpose, 
the  accused  came  into  the  country  7 

Answer.  I  have  frequently  heard  him  say  he 
came  to  attend  to  Mr.  Woodbine's  business  at  th^ 
bay  of  Tampa. 

From  the  examination  of  John  J.  Arbuthrot, 
a  witness  on  tbe  part  of  the  prosecution  : 

**  And  tbat  the  prisoner  stated  to  him  that  he 
bad  come  to  the  country  on  Woodbine's  businesss 
to  see  the  negroes  righted." 

■Question  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  hear  m^ 
say  tbat  I  came  on  Woodbine's  business? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Prom  the  examination  of  PaTEft  B.  Coot,  a 
witness  on  tbe  part  of  the  prosecution : 

^The  prisoner  told  the  witness  that  he  had 
been  a  lieutenant  in  tbe  British  Army,  under 
ColDHel  Nicholls.  The  prisoner  was  aent  by 
Woodbine  to  Tampa,  ta  see  about  those  negroes 
he  ha4  left  there.  The  prisoner  told  the  witoesa 
that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Governor  Came- 
rop  for  ammunition  for  the  Indians,  some  time  in 
March  i  and  also  told  the  witness  that  he  had  a 
commission  in  tbe  patriot  army  under  McGcegot| 
and  that  he  expected  a  captaincy" 

No.  59. 

Ambrieter^e  memorial  to  the  Dt$ke  of  Yorki 
Bahama  laLANn: 

To  His  Royal   Highness    Frederick,  Duke  of 
York,  Gommanderon-chief,  dbo.,  the  memorial 
of  Robert  Christie  Ambrister,  of  the  Island  of 
New  Providence,  gentleman,  humbly  showeth ; 
That  your  memorialist,  a  British  subject,  and 
son  of  James  Ambrister^  Esq.,  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  commanding  the  militia  of  New  Providence, 
having  Served  for  nearly  four  years  past  as  mid- 
shipman in  the  British  navy,  on  board  His  Ma< 


William  P.  Puyson;  from  which  last-mentioned 
ship  he  obtained  his  discharge  in  England  in 
1813^  and  returned  to  the  island  of  New  Provi- 
dence, where  his  friends  reside;  that  Major  Nich- 
olls, of  the  royal  marines,  having  shortly  afteif 
arrived  at  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  in 
His  Majesty's  ship  Hermes,  in  company  with 
His  Majesty's  ship  Carron,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  recruits  for  a  corps  denominated  tnecorjw 
of  colonial  marines,  destined  to  serve  during  the 
American  war  in  such  parts  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory bordering  upon  the  United  States  of  America, 
or  in  the  States  themselves,  as  circumstances 
shoOld  render -it  necessary,  your  memorialist  ap- 
plied for.  and  obtained,  a  commission  of  auxiliary 
second  lieutenapt  in  that  regiment,  which  he 
immedrately  joined,  and  proceeded,  under  the 
command  of  the  said  l^ajor  Bdward  Nicholls,  to 
Appalacbicola,  from  whence  be  proceeded  to  the 
Creek  nation,  where  he  served  until  those  forces 
were  disbanded  apon  tbe  termination  of  hostili- 
ties with  the  Americans,  when  he  returned  to 
the  said  island  of  New  Providence. 
And  your  memorialist  further  ahoweth,  that 
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kmWog  be«i  ftssared  by  the  raid  Maj<Mr  NiebdU.  | 
at  the  time  of  his  accepting  the  mbove-meatiouea 
commiseioa,  (9l  copy  of  which  he  begs  baye  to 
annex,)  that  be  had  no  doubt  but  he  would  be 

£  laced  upon  half-pay  when  his  services  were  no 
mger  reqaired,  your  memorialist  is  desirous 
either  of  obtaining  half-pay,  or  of  being  more  ae« 
tively  employed,  and  of  obtaining  a  commission 
either  in  one  of  His  Majesty's  West  India  regi* 
ments,  or  in  such  otber  ofHis  Majesty's  regiments 
as  to  your  Royal  Higbneax  shall  see  fit. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  humbly  prays 
your  Royal  Highness  to  take  into  your  conside" 
aatioii  this  his  memorial,  and  be  shall  e?er  pray. 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRl£lTfi&. 


By  the  honorable  Bir  Alexander  Cochrane,  Knight 
of  tbe  Bath,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  Com** 
mander*in*chief  of  His  Majesty's  ships  and 
vessels  employed,  and  to  be  empioved,  on  the 
Nprth  American  station,  dtc,  to  Mr.  Robert 
C.  Ambrister,  hereby  appointed  auiiliary  sec* 
cond  lieutenant  of  the  corps  of  colonial  marines 
to  be  raised  upon  the  continent  of  North 
America : 

Whereas  I  have  thought  fi:t  to  saad  a  detach- 
meat  af  tbe  rpyal  tnarine  oprps  to  the  Cretek 
nations  for  the  Dispose  of  trainin^j  to  anna  svch 
Indians  and ,  others,  as  may  be  friendly  to^  and 
willing  to  fight  under  the  standard  of  His  Majesty, 
I  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint 
you  an  auxiliary  second  lieutenant  of  such  corps 
of  colonial  marinjss  as  may  be  raised  upon  the 
continent  of  North  America,  to  hold  such  local 
rank  while  actually  employed  upon  the  said  con- 
tinent, until  further  orders,  x  ou  are  therefore 
carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
auxiliary  aecood  lieutenant,  by  exercising  and 
well-disciplining ^  both  the  inferior  officers  and 
marines  of  the  said  corps;  and  I  do  hereby  com- 
mand them  to  obey  you  as  their  second  auxiliary 
lieutenant.  And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow 
sQjfih  orders  and  directions  from  me,  or  any  other 
6f  your  superior  officers,  according  to  the  rules 
aitd  discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trttst 
hereby  reposed  in  vou. 

Given  undermy  hand  and  seal,  at  Bermuda,  this 
I5th  da^r  of  July,  1814,  ia  the  fifty  fourth  year  of 
His  Maiesty's  reign. 

[L.  a.]     ALEXANPER  COCHRANE. 
By  command  of  the  Vice  Arlroiral : 

W.  BALHETCHET,  Secretary. 

No.  ei. 

p.  JB.  Ooak  to  EUzabetk  A.  Camejf. 

StwAnBfi,  Jannary  19, 1818. 

Mt  Dear  Aiiblia:  I  have  embraced  thia  op- 
portunity of  writing  you,  hoping  to  find  you  well, 
aa  it  leaves  me  at  present;  and  I  am  verv  sorry 
to  inform  you  of  the  times  at  present.  We  are 
threatened  every  day  by  the  d— — d  Americans ; 
not  thf  earteaed  «nly,  but  they  have  made  an  at- 


tempt, which  we  bavt  stopped.  On  1st  Decem- 
ber I  nuirqbed  with  thirty  men  to  go  agalnat 
them.  After  seven  days'  march  we  arrived  at 
the  fort ;  and^fter  our  men  got  rested  I*  went 
against  it.  We  had  an  engagement  for  four 
honrs,  and  seeing  that  we  could  do  no  good  with 
them,  we  retreated  and  came  off  Tbe  balU 
flew  like  hail  stones;  there  was  a  bait  that  had 
like  to  have  done  my  job;  it  jast  cleared  ray 
breast.  For  six  days  and  six  nights  we  bad  to 
encamp  ia  tbe  wild  woods,  and  it  Was  eonsfanfly 
raining  night  and  day;  and  as  for  the  cold,  I  suf- 
fered very  much  by  it;  in  the  morning  the  water 
would  be  frozen  about  aa  inch  thick.  There 
was  a  boat  that  was  taken  by  tbe  Indians  which 
had  in  it  thirty  men,  seven  women,  and  fbtie 
small  children ;  there  were  six  of  the  men  who 
got  clear,  and  one  woman  savedi  and  all  the  nac 
of  them  got  killed;  the  children  were  taken  by 
the  heels,  and  their  brains  dashed  out  against  the 
boat.  We  have  got  Mr.  Hambly  and  Doyle 
prisoners,  and  we  are  going  to  send  them  to  Nas- 
sau  to  stand  their  trial,  as  they  have  caused  all 
this  disturbance.  Hambly  told  me  that  it  was 
published  in  the  American  tiewspapers  that' they 
were  to  take  possession  of  the  nation  in  March ; 
and  if  that  be  the  case,  you  will  see  us  sooner 
than  you  expected.  If  they  should  come  when 
the  vessel  is  away,  we  shall  have  to  take  to  and 
run  in  our  canoes,  as  we  have  some  very  fine 
ones  here.  One  knows  not  hardly  what  to  do 
for  those  d— d  puppies,  as  we  may  call  them, 
for  they  are  no  bettet. 

We  find  that  what  I  have  menti6ned  is  all 
d—— d  lies.  But  Arbuthnot  has  threatened  mj 
life  once  or  twice;  but,  on  my  return,  I  will  pun* 
ish  him  by  the  law.  You  most  excuse  my  bad 
writing,  as  I  am  in  a  hurry.  Qlve  my  love  to 
your  mother  and  voiiff«ister,  and  Mrs.  Roberts, 
and  all  inquiring  friends.  1  have  nothing  more 
to  say  at  present,  as  tim^s  will  not  admit. 

i  remain  ytmrs,  fbtever, 

PfiTRa  B.  COOIL 

[Addressed  on  tbe  back  to] 

Miss  E.  A.  CABKflT,  NasioUf  If.  Pnmdence. 

N«.  03. 
4.  ^hu^hmot  to  W*  Siunhly* 
OoBLoifiilMa  8«imto,  Mo§  3,  ldl7« 
Sir:  On  mv  return  here  ibis  day,  1  received  a 
letter  signed  oy  yod,  and  dated  the  33 1  March 
last.  As  yoQ  nave  taken  the  trocrbie  of  advisiar 
me,  yoa  will^  d^canrse^  expect  my  rtply ;  and  I 
embraoa  tha  apportmity  of  doiag  it  at  lettatkk 
First  let  me  premise,  sir,  that  when  y«tt  Hved  at 
Prospect  Blufii;  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  db  COi, 
yoa  did  not  oaasider  Cappaobimico,  MiQoteo, 
or  any  other  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creek 
nation,  as  outlaws.  Doea  the  man  whom  the 
attachment  of  Cappachimico  has  saved  from  the 
hands  of  retributive  justice  presume  to  caH  him 
an  outlaw?  For  shaVne,  sir!  The  most  har- 
dened viflain  would  not  thus  calumniate  the 
saviour  of  his  life.  Tour  generous  friend,  sifi 
and  the  eilierohiefs,  have  called  me  to  tbia  eaoa- 
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try.  Tbey  iwmt  mi  the  Milawnt  of  my  proia- 
ise ;  «i4,  «B  an  koiMa  maD,  I  will  endeavor  to  <lo 
ft.  Let  ycNir  aroi  of  jostiee  fall  ea  ftbe  goiiry. 
Aq.  koneet  aad  aprif^t  Bna,  wlio  Jiariiiv  no  maa, 
aod  eadeavtes  te  da  aill  iIm  good  he  eai^  £ean  no 
otiA  or  >«dge;  bis  acts  are  ofiBn  to  inipeetum^ 
and  vill  bear  the  test  of  eeruiiirf.  TJbiMS  '*^i  I 
aAft«iei  yevr  tneinaatioo-i  tbat|  since  my  arrival 
in  this  ooiMUry,  I  have  instigated  .peraaaa  ta  steal 
and  Mttrder.  Ask  xhm  lie«ieaa»t  comnMadiog 
at  Fort  Qaiflies  if  the  leller  I  wrote  him  bears 
the  leatares  of  an  instigator  to  Biai4er»  Ask 
Opay  H^teho  if  the  recoasnieodatorf  note  I  sent 
him,  by  order  of  Opony,  breathes  the  straias  of  « 
nannleror.  Ae|c  Ppea  j  himself  if  njr  language 
and  adviea  t«  bim  was  fbnl  o£  a  narderer.  Ask 
Uai^lttlitebyy  a^biefrosidtng  on  ibeOobanlgee; 
ailaiwg  ihn  Amsrieans^  what  ay  advieewao.  Ail 
ihoee  wiU  contnidiet  yonr  vile  insianatkia.  Bnt 
MapfMlUehy  infomed  ae  the  Cowetas  were  aU 
plenead  with  ibe  letter  and  my  note  Opon^  settt 
ibem».  and  perleetly  aoeorded  with  my>  sentmenia 
of  living  aa  biclbren,  and  as  od0  large  family, 
taspnetiog  their  neigbhan^  botjat  the  aae  tiae, 
gl  ail  timee*  ready  lo  proieet  cheir  property.  Vet 
#av«itil  of  theia»  a  few  days  afterwards,  (no  donbt 
jMfliienced  by  eoae  iunmm  and  good  man,)  a* 
oanted  their  peoaflse^  and  ordered  a  letter  to  be 
writietn  nue;  which  letter,  I  presonte,  I  have  this 
iof  teoeired,  sigiied  by  you.  Now,  sir,.if  yowr 
ftrmcipiee  were  as  hnmaae  aa  aine^tH/  yon  look 
ts  muoh  pleas«re4a  fostering aiy  spark  of  friend* 
ibip  the  uppe^Indians  may  show  to  their  breiined 
oC  the  lower  nation  as  yen  do  in  fnaeiaitng  ibo 
qeairtls  between  thea^jem  would  fben  4be  tbeii 
ftlend  and-benefactof*'  xlau,  sic,  that  apeak thoir 
kagnage  fiiMinily ,  have  much  in  your  power ;  ha 
I  fear  y«a  use  that  power  to  the  rnjnry  oC  aU, 
aAd,  ev«nHally,co  |K>»r  own  rain.  Let  me  ad  vim 
you  ta  cbani^  pmr  tone  and  mode  of  actings 
How  n»ueh  more  eifsditthl^  - woald  it  be  for  you 
10  nropagfrte  friendly  actions,  and  create  an  at* 
taobynent  among  thm  Indians  of  all  nationa  one 
tn  tbie  other^  ibAa  to  endeavor  to  foment  qoarrels^ 
nad  haTO  yiKir  emissasta  in  avery  ^utoer  of  the 
nniieo'  apiading  false  reports,  teadiig  to  bwaa 
atad  difitab  ibenu  If ow,  sit,  with  regaad  to  y^iiw 
abd  Mr.  Doyle's  reporting  tbM  I  am  no  Bkngliab^ 
roan,  and  only  one  of  thnpe  wild:adnenttarers  wiho 
risk  Ufiv  agd^fuMeriy  ibffiiiiinwr>  be  pleaad  to  come 
down  to  Ochlochnee.  and  I  will  show  you  a  let- 
ter written  by  Earl  Qiihaat  to  Gbvernor  dme- 
ron>  4»^  W]W>  JU«f? Ve4  fr^m  hAW  W  m^i,  lo 
the  Qhi^  pf  the  Cjreek  'f^^imj  an  .an»wv  »pa 
letter,  I  believe,  Vfilli^n  l^y  you,  early  in  tW 
Spring  of  ISlfi.  ^ 

I  sb^n  not  reflect  on  tbe  part  you  took  in  blow- 
ing op  the  Ibrt  at  Prospect  Bluff;  it  is  not  my 
business.  1  know  the-  blacks  used  you  sbamefady, 
•a  ihey  did  all  that  went  near  them,  yet  I  think 
the  revenge  you  took  av^rs  much  of  a  ravage, 
t  Do  na  think,  sir,  that  I  am  to  be  frightened 
away  fVom  this  place  while  I  have  the  protection 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  support  of  bonat  men. 
An  upright  man  is  not  easily  daunted. 

I  keep  a  copy  of  this  letter,  and  and  n  copy  of 


rDoa,  with  my  answer,^  to  Opoy  Hatdbo,  and,  as 
am  in  daily  eipeetation  a  attars  from  New 
Providence,  perhaps  they  may  Indqce  me  to  wria 
you  further. 
I  aa,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT.  ' 

The  murders  and  thefts  you  talk  of  I  do  not 
believe.  There  ae  a  paral  of  outlaws  oalling 
themselves  Americans,  who  are  continually  com- 
ing iniQ  tjie  nation,  stealing  cattle,  ^c,  and  lately, 
I  bear,  one  was  billed  out  of  three,  and  his  horse 
taken  and  publicly  9old  while  in  the  act  of  steal- 
ing and  driving  on*  cattle.  A.  A. 

To  Mr.  Wm.  HAMai«Y» 

Pfo.63. 
Indian  Talk. 

lAe  Big  Wmriar: 

Your  brother*,  ebiefe  of  the  Greek  netion. 
whose  nama  are  pat  to  tiM  talk  we  now  ana 
you,  have  found  it  necesary  to  hold  the  ame^ 
that  their  sentiments  and  opinions  may  be  known 
to  all  their  red  brethren  el  the  four  natieos,  aad 
stop  the  mouths  of  bad  men  *who  are  continually 
sending  false  and  bad  talks  to  us  a  well  as  to 
oar  brethren,  ^r  the  purpose  of  making  ill-blood 
between  us.  Kiiow,  then,  we  have  met  at  Och- 
lochnee Sound  with  our  warriors  and  jrottng 
chiefs,  and  have  held  our  talk,  which  is  this: 

The  red  brethren  of  the  four  nations  are  alt 
deaeaded  from  the  same  lathere,  and  ought  a 
live  as  brothers ;  and  for  this  reason  we  now 
tdie  theqi  by  the  band,  to  live  henceforth  ac 
peace  and  boned  to  eadi  other,  and  let  no  bad 
,  talkis  be  listened  to,  or  come  amoi^  us. 

When  Gdoqel  Niobolls,  Che  English  ofBeer 
who  was  last  among  us,  went  away,  he  gave*  tie 
a  good  talk,  dairing  us  to  live  w**!)  with  aH  our 
brethren,  and  never  perait  ill- blood  to  be  between 
Us,  and  te  respect  the  Ametfcnns  that  were  oat 
neighbors,  and  not  molest  them; -or  permit  oar 
people  to  steal.  We  have  carefully  kept  thie 
laHt,  fotlorwed  his  advitfe,  dto. 

It  Is  nearly  three  yeare  since  we  reegivod  a 
whltie  bead  from  the  Cherokees  $  we  have  held  it 
sacred,  anci  it  has  been  ia  our '-«*«•  at  all  onv 
talks  (  we  now  send  yoa,  that  you  may  ferwnrd 
to  their  h6ad,Miniehic^  Mico,  a  pipe  f^omhta 
old  friends;  you  will  also  send  him  the  present 
tatft,  and  from  him  let  it  be  sent  to  the  Cbicfea^ 
liaws,  and  from  them  to  the  Ghooiawa. 

CoMel  N»cholls  promised  us  to  send  peopla 
fkom  Sagland  to  keep  stores  in  difibrent  parts  of 
the  natiop  to  furnish  us  with  goods;  he  had 
found  people  willing  to  come,  but  'when  they 
heard  that  the  fort-  of  Appalecliloola  was*  d^ 
strayed,  they  were  feaii^l  of  coming,  dnd  with* 
drew  their  promise. 

Let  us  protect  all  white  men  that  give  us  good 
talks,  but  let  us  not  regard  or  listen  to  those  who 
give  us  bad  ones,  biit  rather  send  them  from 
among  us,  for  he  must  be  a  bad  man  who  wishee 
ill*blood.  between  brothers. 
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From  this  time,  therefore,  let  qs  ndt  lisieo  to 
any  bad  talks ;  let  us  all  hold  each  other  fast  by 
Ike  hand  of  peace,  aod  c«ch  brother  hold  the 
other  in  his  heart. 

This  is  sent  wilh  a  good  will,  aod  will  he  kept 
by  OS. ' 
Opoithiimico,  Imathluche, 

Csppschimico,  Inhimathloehy,  Palo 

iDhimathlo,  Fowl  Town,     Chipely, 


Charle  Tustonaky, 
Otosroteo, 
Ochaeona  Tastonaky, 
Sochy  Tastonaky, 


Lffihoe  Hiroathio, 
Homathlemico, 
Talmacbes  Hateho, 
HUIis  Hadjo. 


No.  64. 

Jfr.  ArhUhnot  to  the  Hcnmrahk  Charla  Bagoi. 
[Found  with  Arbntbnckt's  papers.] 

Sir:  Oq  my  return  to  this  from  the  Indian 
Mtion,  about  a  month  since,  I  receired  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Moodie,  aonexingr  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  your  excelleocv,  and  which  in  future 
shall  be  attended  to,  wbea  I  have  occasion  to 
write  on  Indian  affairs. 

As  I  am  now  especially  authorised  by  the  chiefs 
whose  aames  I  beg  lea  re  to  annex  to  the  present 
to  make  such  representations  as  may  be  of  ser- 
Tice  to  the  nation,  and  learnioff  by  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  tb#  right  honorable  Earl  Baihurst, 
banded  me  by  his  axeelleocy  Governor  Cameron, 
that  your  excellency  is  ioatrooted  to  watch  over 
the  interests  of  the  four  nations,  I  shall  uke  the 
llbetty  ta  lay  before  your  excellency  such  njar- 
lers  aa  have  coase  under  my  own  observauun, 
and  what  has  been  reported  to  me  by  chiefs  in 
whose  veracity  I  can  place  some  confidence.  On 
my  arrival  at  Oohlochnee  Sound  last  January,  I 
Was  met  by  several  of  the  principal  chiefs,  who 
reiteiated  the  complsinis  that  were  stated  to  your  ^ 
excellency  in  their  letter  of  last  November.  On 
the  Chatahoochee  particularly,  they  stated  the 
Aaaericans  were  dei»ceoding  in  numbers,  driving 
the  poor  Indian  from  his  habitation.  The  report 
was  confirmed  some  weeks  after  by  Otosmicu,  the 
chief  of  the  town  of  Bean*  Halloway,  on  the 
Chataboochee,  who  informed  me  thai  the  officer 
aommaadiog  at  Fort  Gaines  had  repeatedly  sent 
measagca  ta  hilp, desiring  he  woul4  submit  to  live 
aadejr  the  American  (government,  and  threatea- 
iDg  that  his  non«compliajnce  woQtd  force  him  to 
turn,  the.  guns  of  the  fort  against  the  town  and 
drive  them  out.  These  threats,  and  swarms  of 
American  settlera  descending,  drove  the  iioor  Ju* 
dians  from  their  homes,  and  thirty-six. fields  in  a 
state  of  cultivation  wen  occupied  by  the  new 
aettlers,  and  where  the  houses  stood  the  plough 
has  passed  over. 

On  the  Choctawhatohy,  which  ie  far  witbia 
the  Indian  territory,  Americans  have  formed  a 
large  t^ettlement,  which,  if  persisted  in,  will  sopn 
drive  the  Indians  to  the  extremity  of  the  peoin- 

aala. 

Agreeably  to  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 

and  America,  the  latter  were  to  confine  them- 

aelvea  to  the  same  bouodsries  they  enjoyed  in 

812,  prior  to  the  war.    This  they  have  not  donct 


but  enrnvached  on  almost  every  paint  of  the  In* 
dian  territory.  The  chiefs  thiak  that  it  is  impoa* 
sible  the  oondact  of  the  persons  acting  so  contrary 
to  the  treaty  can  ba  known  to  the  American  Qor* 
ernmant ;  and,  the  more  to  blind  the  Govensmenti 
and  to  mislead  them  aa  to  the  true  state  nwd  dia> 
position  of  the  Indiana,  they  are  eontinuaUy 
spreading  reports  in  the  publio  gasettes,  of  Geav* 
ffia,  dbc.^.'of  cruelty  committed  by  the  Semiade 
Indians  on  inhabitaats'  living  on  the  berdars  of 
the  United  States  |  whereas  it  is  persdns  in  the 
back  settlements  of  Georgia  who  enter  the  Semi- 
nole territory  in  large  parties  to  steal  cattle,  which 
they  frequently  drive  off  in  gangs  of  fifty  and  one 
hniMffed  at  a  time;  aad  if  in  ibefiaexcuMiooatiM 
Indians  meet  them  and  oppose  these  predaiorv 
plunderers,  blood  sometimes  nas  been  spilt,  whiaii 
was  the  case  In  April  last,  when  a  pArty  of  Miol> 
aeuky  Indians  met  three  men  driving  off  oaiili^ 
apd  attacked  them,  killing  oae,  and  retaking  tha 
cattle.  But  those  bloodthirsty  back*.settlera  of 
Georgia  soon  retaliated  on  the  poor  ladians,  for 
early  In  June  they  returned  to  plaader,  and  ifteei* 
ing  with  an  Indian  encampment  they  killed  ona 
man;  another  making  hie  eeeape,  they  pursaed 
him  to  another  encampment,  where  they  kHM 
two  others  and  a  hoy;  the  bof  they  aealped* 
Early  io  Joly  a  headman  of  tha  town  of  Sowm^ 
nee  was  killed  on  St.  John's  river.  whHa  hvatiag: 
bat  the  chief  does  oot  reckoa  the  persons  who  kill  A 
htm  true  Amerioaas.  Far  the  beuer  showing  yoar 
excellency  how  tboKe  poor  Indiaaa  are  abused,  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  yea  paragraph*'  taken  from 
American  papers,  tha  whole  of  which  are  coin* 
pleie  fabricatioaa,  tending  lo  mislead  the  AoMf  i* 
can  Guveromenu  I  also  bag  year  excellenoy'a 
atieotioa  to  a  letter  f;om  an  Amevioan  officer, 
dsted  at  Fort  Gaioesj  with  Cappaehimico,  th* 
head  chief  of  the  Bemiaoles' answer  thereto;  bat 
notwithstanding  it  is. staled  to  be  by  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  gentleman 
waited  no  time  to  receive  an  answer,  hot,  prior  to 
the  chief's  messsngar  atriviag  at  the  fort,  had 
continued  hia  road  for  Bu  Mary)^  leaving  them 
ignorant  of  what  talk  be  was  aothoriaed  to  ffivc 
them  ;  and  1  have  since  learned  that  Mr.  Dinciaa 
was  aa  oflfeer  of  Oeacrai  Jackson^  staff,  ttmve^ 
ling  thcough  the  nation. 
Hon.CaarRt.Ba  BanoT, 

JL  A  MV  Ankgaai/cr,  WmMmgim. 

No.fi& 

A,  Arhmtkn&i  loapitwn  0/  tmik  m  MngUmd^ 

[Taken  from  the  London  Times  newspsper  of  7lh  AtH 

gust,  1818.] 

SvwAxiBB,  Lowam  Cbbek  Nation, 

January  30, 1818. 

When  I  last  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  yoBi 
by  desire  of  the  chiefn  of  the  Creek  nation,  I  lit- 
tle expected  that  war  would  so  soon  have  com* 
roeoced  between  the  Americans  and  them*  It  iS| 
however,  actually  bfgun,  by  the  wanton  aggrea* 
^iaQn  of  the  former,  in  an  attack  on  Fowl  Towtti 
duriog  the.  night.  Though  this  wanton  attack 
haa  been  disavowed  by  Oeneial  Mitchell^  the 
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American  agent  for  Indian  afikirs,  afad  be  has 
made  reparation  for  the  injury  and  loss  sustained 
by  Inhimathlo  and  bis  people,  yet  the  continued 
aggressions  of  the  Americans,  and  the  numbers 
pourins^  ioio  the  nation,  not  from  the  land  side 
alone,  but  from  Mobile  and  elsewhere,  by  the  Ap- 
palachtcola  river,  have  compelled  the  Indians  to 
take  arms  as  their  only  resource  from  oppression. 

Your  friend  Hillis  Hadio  has  been  called  by  his 
people  to  put  himself  at  their  head,  and  he  is  now 
encamped  at  Spanish  Bfufir,the  residence  of  Doyle 
and  Hanibly,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Indians,  with  from  one  thousand  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men ;  those  men  are  princi- 
]^lly  Red  Sticks,  who  are  scattered  about  in  the 
nation,  and  who  have  collected  and  put  them- 
selves  under  his  command,  with  a  few  hundred 
Upper  Indians  who  have  joined  them. 

J  cannot  allow  myself  to  believe  that  those  en- 
eroaehments  on  Indian  territory  are  made  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  American  Government, 
and  General  Mitchell's  conduct  and  message  to 
Kenhagee  assure  me  it  is  not  so,  *  But  there  are 
persons  who  wish  to  get  hold  of  the  Indian  lands, 
and  they  stick  at  no  means,  however  cruel  and  op- 
pressive, to  obtain  their  ends.  General  Gaines's 
letter,  of  August  last,  to  l^eohagee,  clearly  shows 
that  he  and  General  Jackson  are  determined,  if 
possible,  to  get  hold  of  the  whole  Indian  lands. 
After  falsely  accusing  them  of  murders,  thefts, 
Irurning  houses,  &c.,  he  savs :  '*  But  there  is  some- 
thing out  in  the  sea,  a  bira  with  a  forked  tongue ; 
Whip  him  back  before  he  lands,  for  he  will  be  the 
ruin  of  you  yet.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  what 
or  whom  I  mean.  I  mean  the  name  of  English- 
man.'* 

The  other  contents  of  this  letter  plainly  sho^ 
me  that  those  two  Generals  have  formed  a  plan  of 
possessing  themselves  of  the  whole  Indian  lands. 
That  this  plan  has  originated  with  Forbe*,  In- 
neraritys,  or  those  of  their  subordinate  agents,  I 
have  little  doubt,  as  every  part  of  the  conduct  of 
chose  inferior  actois,  shows  they  have  been  em> 
ployed  for  the  express  purpose  <m  rooting  out  the 
poor  Indian  from  his  paternal  inheritance.  The 
report  of  Hambly  having  madesalesjn  the  name 
of  the  chiefs,  of  all  the  lands  from  rensaeola  to 
St.  Augustine,  comes  from  St.  Mark's  fort.  I 
shall  soon  be  there,  and  Leacn  from  what  source 
they  derive  iheir  information. 

That  false  and  improper  sales  have  been  made, 
I  have  DO  doubt;  without  such  had  been  the  ease, 
the  Americans  would  never  have  noared  into  the 
Indian  naiioniiy  the  Appalachicola. 

It  is  reported  that  John  Forbes  has  withdrawn 
from  all  Indian  concerns;  but  the  loneraritys ar^ 
enough,  with  their  subordinate  agents,  to  disturb 
the  whole  Indian  nation ;  and  I  have  not.  the  least 
doubt  that  through  them  the  present troublescome. 

The  chiefs  have  written  to  Governor  Cameron 
for  a  supply  of  ammunition,  and  which  Kenhagee 
informs  me  Hillis  Had  jo,  when  in  England,  had 
orders  to  demand,  in  case  of  actual  need*  It  in 
really  necessary  the  English  Government  should 
do  something  for  those  people.  In  the  late  war 
they  drew  them  into  their  quarrel  against  Amer- 


rica ;  at  the  peace  they  agreed  to  see  them  pro* 
tected  in  their  ri|j:hts  and  privileges,  and  placed 
otk  the  same  footing  as  before  the  war;  since 
then  thejr  have  never  troubled  themselves  about 
them,  thiitktog  it  enough  that  His  Majesty's  Am* 
bassador  had  orders  to  see  that  those  people  were 
protected  in  their  rights  and  privileges.  Bat  how 
is  his  excellency  the  British  Ambassador  to  know 
if  the  Indian  is  righted,  and  permitted  to  live 
quietly  on  his  own  land  ?  He  interdicts  tite  cor* 
respondence  of  any  private  individual  on  lodtan 
affairs,  unless  it  can  he  put  into  his  hand  without 
any  expense.  Does  he  expect  a  true  account  of 
what  passes  in  the  Indian  nation  from  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  or  from  the  hireling  gazettes 
of  the  towns  of  Upper  Geoigia?  It  is  the  interest 
of  both  to  deceive,  and  unless  the  door  is  opened 
for  Biitish  subjects  to  speak  what  they  know, 
and  instruct  his  excellency  of  such  matters  re* 
spec  ling  the  Creek  nation  as  they  are  certain  to 
be  true,  he  can  never  have  the  means  of  judging 
what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

I  have,  by  desire  of  the  chiefs,  written  to  hit 
excellency  the  honorable  Charles  Bag6t  on  theic 
affairs,  and  also  €k)vernor  Cameron,  with  a  de* 
maod  for  a  small  supply,  [of  ajrms,  munitions,  ^.] 
of  which  they  stand  greatly  in  need.  1  trust,  sir, 
you  will  make  such  representations  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  require,  that  those  unfortunate  people,  who 
look  up  to  you  as  their  friend,  may  soon  rest 
peaceably  and  quiet  in  their  country. 

You  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take,  which 
nothing  but  the  pressing  solicitations  of  Kenha* 
gee  would  have  induced  me  to  take ;  and,  with 
much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

No*  66. 

BokektoOovemarCoppinger. 

[Translation  from  the  Spanish  translstton  received 
from  GK>vemor  Coppinger,  and  oommunicaled  bf 
Mr.  De  Oohi,  enclosed  In  his  letter  of  the  S7th 
Msrohr  1818,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stats.  For  the 
original,  in  English,  see  No.  49,  eenrt-marttal  pre* 
oemhngSyNe.S.] 

SnWANEE,  Noverfiber  18, 1810. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
person  to  write  an  answer  is  the  cause  of  this  ap- 
parent neglect. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing and  cprrespoadeoee  with  you;  aodi%' 
hope  you  will,  when  occasion  offers,  advise  n^  of 
such  things  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and 
my  people*  My  warriors  and  others  who  go  to 
Si.  Augustine  return  with  false  reports,  tendiqg 
i6  harass  and  disturb  my  people, and  prevent  them 
atieadiiig  to  ttieir  usual  avocations.  At  one 
linie,  the  AoMricaus,  supported  by  a  force  of 
three  thousand  nen,  aad  such  of  our  brethren  aa 
they  have  eoa^pelled  to  join  thenOf  are  nijiining 
lines  far  within  our  territory ;  at  another,  tnsy  ar^ 
eoUeoiing  a  large  fbroe  at  Fort  Mitchell,  in  tua. 
I  forks  of  the  Flint  and  Chauhoochee  rivers,  to  fall 
I  on  the  towns  that  may  not  join  them.  Now,sir,  wa 
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kxiow  4>f  BO  KMoa  ittj  can  hare  for  attaekifigaa 
iooffensiFc  aod  QnofieadiDg  people,  whose  wish 
It  to  iohahit  their  woods,  without  dittarbiag  or 
being  disturbed  bj  any  ooe.  We  have  none  of 
their  slaves;  weJiave  taken  none  of  their  prop- 
•rtjr  since  theyr  made  peace  with  our  good  father, 
King  Oeorge.  We  have  followed  the  orders  of 
tLe  officer  of  our  faclier  who  was  among  us,  Col* 
one!  Bdward  NiohoUs.  and  in  nowise  moleated 
the  Americansi  thoagli  we  dailjr  see  them  en* 
crosching  on  our  lands,  stealing  aur  cattle,  and 
murderingor  carrying  off  our  people.  We  wetf 
told  by  the  saine  officer  that,  as  alkies  of  our  fatbec, 
we  were  iacluded  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
our  good  father  and  the  Americans,  and  that  the 
latter  were  to  give  up  all  the  territory  that  bad 
been  taken  from  us  before  the  war  i  but,  m)  far 
from  complying  with  the  ninth  articU  of  that 
treaty,  they  are  making  daily  encroachments, 
and  lorging  treaties  (which  they  pretend  arc  con- 
cluded with  our  people)  for  cessions  and  grants 
of  lands  which  never  were  in  existence,  and  the 
signatures  of.  which  are  unknown  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Creek  nation,  who  alone  have  a  right  to  assign 
pr  transfer  the  common  property.  The  want  of 
a  proper  person  among  our  peop^  to  acquaint  as 
With  these  transactions  is  the  cause  of  our  long 
silence  oii  them,  aod  leads  the  world,  as  well  as 
our  friends,  ta  think  we  are  in  league  with  the 
Americans. 

'the  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation  assembled 
lately  at  my  town  of  Sowanee,  and  resolved  to 
inforip  the  Mipister  of  King  Qeorge  at  Washing- 
ton of  our  grievances,  and  of  tM  .conduct  and 
nsurpation  of  the  Americans}  ifrhich  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  copies  sent  to  England.  Until 
we  htfva  ov^e'ordnore  persons  among  our  people 
to  watch  over  our  rights  and  interests,  we  shall 
continue  to  be  exposed-  it)  the  same  conduct  on 
the  part  of  tbaAitferiflan^  whose  sf  stem  appears 
fn .  he  th^  destruction  of  our  peace  and  tranquil* 
Utyt  and  expelling  us  frohi  otur  native  land. 

You  ^desire  -that  I  would  chase  oS  those  who 
stnal  Wij  cattle,  dbe.  Some  of  my  pvppb  bave 
lately  drivwi  assay  several  Atteficana  w^  were 
endeavoring  to  settle  at  Lachua;  and  1  do  not' 
doubt  they  will  reptPfsent  that  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility, although  you  well  know  iliat  Lachua  is  in 
the  heart  of  my  territory,  and  was,  nntil  the 
Americans  killed  my  brother,  our  chief  town.  I 
return  you  my  thanks  for  your  tetter, 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 
+^L_  BOLECK.  h?s  X  mark. 

'*'*^ljj^^^     Chief  qf  the  SeminoU  nation. 

No.  67. 
€h9tmor  Cofipinger  to  ike  eMtf  Boieck,  (Bowlegt*) 

6t.  AtJ«ciaTiif«,  IN  FLOBina, 
Dtcmber  20, 1816w 

Friend  ai^n  Baornxa  Bouct :  Your  tetter  of 
file  18th  of  November  was  delivered  to  ne  yes- 
terday'by  one  of  yoar  servants,  in  which  y6a  in- 
Ibnn  ne  of  th«  receipt  of  mine  of  the  86tb  Sep^ 
tember  last,  and  other  eireumatanoes  which  give 


yno  and  y4>ur  warriors  uneasineas*  I  see  witk 
pain  that  the  whole  comes  from  the  inforinatioti 
of  persons  in  whom  ywk  ought  not  to  place  thit 
smallest  confidence,  it  betM  therr  principle  to 
employ  such  opportunities  for  the  purpose  of  se* 
duciog  you  and  your  people  from  their  daily  la* 
bors.  In  eon8e<|uence  of  thia,  and  of  what  you  tell 
me  of  your  desire  to  keep  up  the  best  understands 
ing  and  correspondence  with  me,  and  of  your 
hops  that  the  opportunities  will  not  be  waating^ 
let  me  give  you  such  co^noel  as  may  be  useful  to 
you,  your  people,  and  warriors.  I  wiU  do  ao  from 
the  sentiments  of  sincere,  friendahip  I  bear  tor 
wards  you,  fearful,  however,  that  the  sentiments 
of  others,  who  come  into  the  territorv  under  the 
appearance  of  friendship,  but  with  bad  intentions, 
may  influence  your  minas  and  obtain  jrour  confi- 
dence by  their  flattering  representations.  It  is 
ascertained  here  that  two  persons  have  latelypre- 
sented  themselves  as  commissioners  of  the  £iOg* 
liah  nation,  who  have  carried  off  several  runa* 
way  negroes  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  tha 
King,  my  master,  and  your  friend,  among  whom 
was  one  of  Don  Francisco  PelUcer's,  and  another 
of  Mr.  Bunch's,  both  inhabitants  of  this  province. 
This  did  not  seem  credible  to  me,  aa  I  could  not 
suppoiie  that  so  good  a  friend  to  our  nation  as  you 
are  could  consent  to  sOch  proceedings;  but,  in 
case  they  hare  really  happened,  you  will  be  sen«> 
sible  of  their  great  impropriety,  and  of  the  just 
grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  persona 
so  injured,  who  are  desirous,  as  well  as  myself,  of 
assuring  you  of  the  sincere  good- will  and  friend- 
ship we  have  for  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians^ 
of  which  you  are  the  chief. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  affectionata 
and  faithful  servant, 

JOSE  COPPINQBR. 

To  Friend  and  Brother  Boubgk, 
Ch^fofihe  Seminole  tribe  qf  Indian. 

No.  68. 

Copy  ef  a  ihtet  «/  Jktbttlkmoe^  jotirtud,  Jmtn^ 

mmong  hUe  popete. 

October  23d  (continued.)  They  had  a  long 
tafk  with  Captain  W.,  aod  sloped  all  night ;  this 
dsy,  meridian,  observed  in  latitude  29*  2V^  Sa- 
Wanee  bearing  northeast  three  miles.  24tb.  Start- 
ed with  two  men  in  boat  to  survey  if  any  en- 
trance to  the  west  branch  of  the  river;  found  all 
shallow ;  pulled  boat  over  tk«  mud,  and  entered 
west  branch ;  made  poles  to  mark  the  easternmost 
outlet,  and  desceirded,  but  could  not  this'darfin4 
the  direct  channel  through  the  oyster  bank,  the 
tide  having  flowed  too  much.  2^h,  at  2  A.  M., 
wind  tihlfted  to  east,  and  by  d  A.  M.  to  sonxheaart; 
when  we  got  under  way,  and  stood  off  to  sea, 
wind  freshening  and  a  nasty  short  sea  rising ;  at 
19  tacked  in  vhore,  three  fathoms,  Suwanee  north** 
east  seven  miles;  the  north  point  of  the  bay  north 
tea  mitea.  Cedar  Keys  south  seven  miles;  firom 
snndovra  to  midnight,  heavy  sqtMiUs,  with  rain 
and  much  thunder  and  Hghlning;  at  0  anchored 
in  four  fathoms,  no  wind,  and  heavy  swell.  26tbr. 
First  part  rainy  and  squally;  at  10  A.  M.,  got 
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voder  wty,  Cechir  Keys  Jott  hi  »ight  from  deck; 
stood  east-northeaAt,  and  at  2  P.  M.  hove  to,  to 
wait  for  canoes  seen  coming  off;  came  to  anchor 
in  two  fathoms ;  six  canoes  came  on  board  fall  of 
Indians  and  Macks,  Qilly  and  Jack  among  tbem, 
With  several  negroes  that  were  at  the  blaff^  foand 
that  Bowlegs  and  Doherty  had  started  in  a  canoe 
last  night;  this  day  at  meridian  obserration  good, 
latitude  2d^  13',  Cedar  Keys,  the  outermost,  bear- 
ing east-sootheast  sir  miies.  At  6  P.  M.  Bow« 
legs,  with  retinue,  consisting  of  dvp  canoes,  came 
onboard,  and  continued  all  night;  had  a  very 
long  talk  with  Captain  W.  27ih.  The  brother- 
in-law  of  fiowlegs  desire^  Captain  W.  to  listen 
to  what  be  had  heard  from  the  Bpaniards  of  the 
Americans'  intention  of  attacking  them;  they 
wished  to  live  quietly  and  attend  to  their  cattle, 
dbc.,hot  could  not  for  the  Americans  and  revolted 
Spaniards,  who  daily  killed  their  cattle,  dbc.  This 
day  bought  six  deer  skins,  sixteen  racoon  skins, 
and  three  pounds  wax,  paid  in  taffia.  Bowlegs 
and  retinue  left  me  at  2  P.  M.;  Captain  W.  had 
started  abont  an  hour  before  for  Suwanee.  At  8 
P.  M.  began  to  blow  fresh  from  southeast,  con- 
tinued blowing  all  night.  28ih,  at  2  P.  M.,  got 
under  way  and  stood  to  sea.  29th.  Wind  north- 
west,  blowing  hard  and  squally,  all  day  beating 
off  and  on,  double-reefed  foresail,  reefed  main- 
sail, dtc. ;  at  4  P.  M.  struck  on  a  shallow  bank 
aix  miles  southeast  from  the  mouth  of  the  river; 
bore  op  and  stood  off;  lowered  jib  And  mainsail, 
and  repaired  latter,  which  had  given  way  near 
the  gaff;  wore  and  stood  in'  shore,  and  came 
to  anchor  in  fourteen  feet  water,  Great  Cedar 
Key  bearing  southeast  six  miles.  3(Hh,  at  7  A. 
M.,  got  under  way,  and  stood  for  the  entrance 
between  the  two  large  keys,  luffing  and  bearing 
away  so  as  to  keep  in  two  fathoms;  came  to 
anchor  at  9  A.  M.,  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
islands.  Captain  went  to  sound  Channel;  te- 
lurned  and  reported  channel  to  the  touihward, 
and  that  the  large  island  must  be  brought  to 
hear  northeast.  At  11  A.  M.,  a  canoe,  two  men, 
three  women  and  their  children,  from  Cape 
Anetofte ;  got  under  way,  ronnded  the  bank,  and 
groonded  between  two  banks,  where  we  lay  all 
nifhu  31st  October,  warped  into  a  deep  channel, 
with  mooh  difficulty  drawing  her  through  the 
mud  ;  wrote  W.  and  Auchisee  Indians]^  and  also 
fiahermen  ;  cnt  poles  to  stake  out  channel.  Ist 
November,  Wind  northeast,  extremely  cold, 
again  warping,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
into  anchorage;  observed  meridian,  iatltade  29^ 
11^  the  aoiith  end  of  the  Great  Cedar  filey  north- 
west by  north,lhreeiqaartersof  amile;  tbeooter 
or  southwest  point  of  the  high  or  South  Key 
southeast  and  by  sooth  one  and  a  half  mile ;  lay 
quite  dry  at  low  watet;  at  10  P.  M.  floated  m, 
and  stood  into  a  good  channel,  but  laying  the 
warp  too  far  out  she  tailed  on  the  west  side, 
Where  we  lay  for  the  niffht|  after  bowsing  taut 
our  best  bower,  laid  in  mid  channel.  2d.  Floated 
off  at  10  A.  M.,  and  pulled  up  to  good  anchorage 
under  the  lee  of,  the  island ;  boat  went  to  an 
inshore  key  to  look  for  water,  and  returned  two 
casks  AiU.    8d.  S^f  and  captain  on  ihore  until 


half-past  11  A.M.;  cavght nothing ;  observation 

food,  latitude  29^  11^;  the  high  part  of  South 
ley  due  east  two  miles,  the  sandy  beach  of  Great 
Cedar  Key  west  half  a  mile.  At  sundown,  Cap* 
tain  W.  arrived  from  Suwanee;  several  canoes 
with  negroes  at  the  point ;  captain  returned  fron» 
fishing  on  point ;  some  eood  fish.  4th.  Idle  all 
day ;  afternoon  prepared  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
molasses  to  senu  Robin  Creighton,  per  colored 
lad  named  Charles,  (see  note  thereof;)  during  the 
night  the  wind  shifted  to  the  north  and  north- 
northeast;  drizzling  rsio  and  rery  cold.  5th« 
Wind  north^northeast, rain, and  very  cold ;  cleared 
up  before  midday;  at  4  P.  M.  two  canoes  from 
Suwanee ;  one  came  on  board,  reported  Cappa- 
chinrico  and  all  the  chiefs  waited  for  Captain 
W. ;  prepared  sundry  articles  for  Suwanee,  and 
sent  a  canoe  off  to  get  Frank's  canoe  to  go  with 
Captain  W.  and  self.  6th,  at  12  o'clock  M.. 
started  for  Sowanee,  in  Frank'is  canoe,  campea 
for  the  night  at  the  little  island,  mouth  of  the 
river ;  a  canoe,  with  several  metF  and  women, 
camped  at  same  place,  bound  for  s^ihooner^  with 
corn,  d^c.  7th.  At  4  o'clock  A.  M.  started  up 
the  river ;  at  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  camped  and  break- 
fasted at  Pine  bluff,  and  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  arrived 
at  Buera  landing,  took  through  the  pine  barren, 
and  lost  our  way  to  Christophertown  ;  again  get^ 
ting  to  the  river,  at  half  past  4  P.  H.  arrived  at 
Robert's ;  Captain  W.  and  |^uide  had  arrived  a 
little  before ;  visited  Cappachimico  and  Mc^lueen 
at  Indiantown.  8tb.  A  long  talk  with  Indians; 
their  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans. 
MeClueen  mentioned  they  had  taken  one  of  his 
negroes  and  confined  him  in  the  fort  at  the  forks, 
A  chief  from  Cbehaw  said  that  they  had  killed 
three  Indians  in  his  neighborhood,  on  their  own 
ground,  and  taken  eleven  horses  ;  several  others 
stated  losses  in  eattle  and  horses, and  the  Seminole 
chiefs  in  particular;  a  chief  — — ^of  •—  said 
that.  In  confidence  of  the  treaty  being  faithfully 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  a  faal^ 
breed  man,  named  Moses,  before  the  war,  settled 
near  the  forks,  returned  to  take  possession  of  hia 
fields,  and  was  murdered  by  the  Americans.  The 
chiefs  ordered  a  letter,  in  v>ay  of  memorial^  to  foe 
written  to  our  ambassador  in  America)  and  copies 
to  be  sent  to  Rngland,  represetiting  the  conduct 
of  Americans ;  the  same  was  done  agreeably  to 
the  substance  of  their  talk^  read  and  interpreted 
to  them  by  their  own  interpreters  afterwards.: 
each  chief  put  his  mark  in  my  presence,  which  1 
certified^  9th.  Cold  and  clear ;  Cappachimico, 
McCloeen,  and  the  other  chiefs  met,  and  had  a 
long  talk,  more  folly  particularizing  titeir  partic- 
ular grievances ;  they  also  stated  the  number  df 
forts  (seven)  the  Americans  had  built,  and  the 
roads  they  had  cut,  and  were  still  continuing  to 
cut,  within  their  territory. 

McCtueen  stated  that  Mcintosh  and  the  Co  we  tt 
Indians  were  the  cause  of  the  Americans'  con- 
duet  ;  that,  after  the  peace,  a  deputation  had  been 
sent  up  to  have  a  talk  with  the  commander  at 
Fort  Mitchell,  in  the  forks,  who  were  Instructed 
to  inform  him  of  what  Colonel  Nicholls  had 
slated  to  them  with  regard  to  their  righu  to  the 
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territory  prior  to  the  war  being  guarantied  hy  tbe 
treaty  between  Eoglaod  and  the  United  States, 
and  to  request  that  he,  the  commandant}  would  re* 
frain  from  further  encroachments,  and  give  orders 
that  their  lands  should  be,  respected.  The  answer 
they  received  from  tlie  commander  was,  thai  it  was 
all  true  they  had  told  him,  but  that  he  bad  orders 
to  act  as  he  did.  A  chief  of  the  Fowl  Town  In- 
dians stated  that  the  American  troops,  returning 
from  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff, 
burnt  one  entire  town  and  murdered  several  of 
their  people,  because  they  would  not  join  them 
when  going  down  the  river.  The  Tiger  warrior, 
and  two  other  men  of  note,  spoke,  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances of  aggression  and  cruelty  that  had 
come  to  their  knowledge.  Cappachimico,  Mc- 
Queen, and  the  others,  further  stated  what  reports 
they  had  from  Doyle,  Hambly,  d&c,  and  all  were 
of  opinion,  and  firmly  believed,  that'  Hambly,  a 
olerk  to  and  influenced  by  Forbes,  was  the  cause 
of  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at  the  bluff;  and 
that  Hambly  went  down  the  river  as  a  guide  to 
the  American  army,  and  was  particularly  instru* 
mental  in  its  being  olown  up.  as  be  pointed  out 
to  the  American  officers  where  the  magazines 
were  placed,  that  they  might  play  their  shells 
against  them.  Such  few  negroes  as  were  saved 
from  the  explosion  unhurt  were  carried  off  by  the 
Americans,  with  cannon,  anqmunitionj  arms,  dbct, 
that  were  round  in  the  fort. 

N.  B.  I  take  no  notice  of  Captain  W.'s  ulk  to 
the  Indians,  because  I  doubt  much  of  what  he 
stated  was  not  founded  in  fact,  and  was  only  men- 
tioned by  him  to  strengthen  the  chiefs  in.  their 
attachment  to  the  British  Qovernmenu  I  say  no 
farther  on  this  head.  Of  his  promises,  1  fear  he 
has  also  gone  too  far;  and,  perhaps,  at  a  future 
time,  when  the  Indians  find  them  unperformed, 
Uie  rage  for  their  disappointment  may  fall  on  me 
as  a  party  aiding  and  abetting  Captain  W.  in  his 
deception.  I  have  gone  beyond  my  J^romise  to 
Captain  W.;  I  have  been  deceived  in  almost 
everything;  and  yet  he  thinks  every  thing  and 

eerson  must  be  subservient  to  him.  I  have  had 
imself  and  aid-de-camp  on  board  since  the  3l8t 
August;  in  any  expedition,  in  canoe  or  boat,  I 
have  supplied  his  wants.  I  kept  three  negroes  on 
board  more  than  two  months  on  his  account.  I 
presented  the  chiefs  for  him  ai^d  on  his  account. 
1  have  seen  my  provisions  taken  and  given  away 
when  we  were  on  short  allowance ;  for  Captain 
W.  gives  liberally  when  it  is  not  out  of  his  own 
pocket,  but  is  extremely  costive  when  anything 
la  wanted  from  home. 

10th.  Cappachimico  and  Mcdueen  gave  me  a 
note  of  the  most  necessary  articles  they  wanted 
immediately,  and  which  I  promised  them  to  bring, 
if  possible,  by  the  end  of  December,  and  land 
them  as  agreed.  Gave  them  a  card  withaeals  dcc.| 
as  a  token  that,  when  thev  received  a  messenger 
with  the  duplicate  thereotin  Ji,  fV.^  he  came  with 
the  straight  talk  from  nie;  made  each  a  present 
of  rum,  su^ar,  coffee,  and  one  hundred  cigars; 
also,  the  Tiger  warrior  and  two  others  and  the 
rest  had  a  good  lot  of  cigars  each;  gave  them  a 
parting  glass;    took  leave  at  twelve,  midday. 


They  all  started  on  horseback.  The  two  deputise 
that  ffo  to  Nassau  with  me  left  behind. 

These  men  are  children  of  nature;  leave  them 
in  their  forests  to  till  their  fields  and  hunt  the 
stag  sod  graze  their  cattle,  their  ideas  will  extend 
no  farther;  and  the  honest  trader,  in  supplying 
their  moderate  wants,  may  make  a  handsome 
profit  of  them. 

They  have  been  ill-treated  by  the  English,  and 
robbed  by  the  Americans;  cheated  by  those  who 
have  dealt  with  them,  receiving  gooos  and  other 
articles  at  most  exorbitant  prices  for  their  peltry, 
which  has  been  much  undervalued.  I  say  the 
English  ill-treat  ihem :  after  making  them  parties 
in  the  war  with  America,  they  leave  them  without 
a  pilot,  to  be  robbed  and  ill-treated  by  their  natu* 
ral  and  sworn  enemies,  the  Americans.  When  the 
English  officer.  Colonel  Nicholls^  left  Prospect 
Bluff,  on  the  Anpalachieola  river,  he  left  particu- 
lar orders  with  Cappachimico  and  the  other 
chiefs  not  on  any  account  to  enter  on  the  territory 
of  the  Americans;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  in- 
formed them  the  Americans  were  to  give  up  that 
territory  they  had  taken  possession  of  during  tha 
war;  but,  while  he  informed  the  Indians  how  they 
should  act,  and  what  the  Americans  were  to  do 
in  compliance  with  the  treaty,  he  left  no  person 
to  guide  them  in  their  conduct  in  case  the  latter 
should  not  comply,  or  continue  to  extend  their  en- 
croachments and  commit  aggressions.  When 
such  was  the  case,  they  had  none  to  rt'present 
their  case  to  the  British  Government  but  William 
Hambly,  the  clerk  of  John  Forbes,  and  Doyle, 
another  of  his  clerks,  both  of  whom  had  long 
beiore  the  conclusion  of  the  war  sold  themselves 
to  the  American  Government,  and,  while  tl^ey 
were  receiving  J9n^t«^  pay,  acted  as  spies  lo  the 
Americans.  These  persons  were  not  likely  to 
represent  the  conduct  and  encroachment  of  tha 
Americans  in  their  true  light.  No,  they  attempted 
to  influence  the  chief»  to  join  the  Americant, 
Doyle  stated,  in  a  talk  at  St.  Mark's,  that  in  four 
years  no  Englishman  durst  set  his  foot  in  the 
Floridas;  yet  these  were  the  only  persons  to 
whom  the  poor  untutored  lodian  could  apply  to 
represent  their^rievanees  to  the  British  Govern* 
ment,  or  any  governor  of  their  islands;  and  it  was 
not  likely  they,  the  tools  of  the  Americans,  would 
give  a  juSt  and  true  account  of  the  lodian  griev- 
ances. Hambly,  the  Indian  interpreter,  was  or- 
dered to  write  to  the  Governor  of  New  Provt« 
dence,  demanding  his  interference;  and,  by  an 
intercepted  letter  from  bis  brother,  dated  at  R«gla, 
in  February  last,  it  appears  he  haa  written  a  letter 
to  New  Providence ;  but  to  whom  ? 

No.  60. 

Arbtrthnoi  to  ike  commanding  ofieer  ai  Fwi  Gakut. 

OcBLOCHNfiE  Sound,  March  3, 1817. 

Sia  :  I  am  desired  by  Peter  McQrUeen,  an  un* 
fortunate  chiefs  who  was  soine  years  since  obliged 
to  fly  from  bis  town  of  Tuckabatobee,  on  the 
Tallapoohatche  river,  to  claim  of  your  friendship 
the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  named  Joe.  (laken 
away  from  him  since  the  peace,)  whom  ne  states 
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tg  bf  ki  Foct  QaiDM.  Wben  Meftteea  left 
Tuckabatcbee.  bis  property  was  ooaaiderable, 
both  in  negroes  and  cattle;  of  the  former,  ten 
grown  negroes  were  taken  by  a  half-breed  man 
named  Barney ;  nine  of  whom  he  learns  were 
sold,  and  one,  a  girl,  is  sliU  in  po»ession  of  said 
Barnev.  Twenty  able-bodied  negroes  were  taken 
by  a  cQief  namea  Colonel,  or  Aucbi  Hatche,  who 
acts  also  as  an  interpreter;  and,  as  he  never  had 
possession  of  any  of  those  persons'  property,  nor 
erer  did  them  any  injury,  to  his  knowledge,  he 
claims  a  farther  proof  of  your  friendship,  that 
you  will  use  yoar  influence  in  procuring  these 
negroes  for  him ;  and,  sbooid  they  be  given  op 
by  the  persons  holding  them,  there  is  one  faithful 
negro  among  them,  named  Charle,  who  will 
brinff  them  to  him  at  Ochloebnee  river. 

The  American  headmen  and  officers,  that  were 
accustomed  to  live  near  him,  can  testify  to  bis 
civility  and  good  fellowship  with  them ;  and 
there  are  none  of  them,  he  is  convinced,  that 
would  not  serve  him  if  in  Ibeir  power.  As  he 
owes  nothing,  nor  ever  took  any  person's  property, 
none  have  a  right  to  retain  his;  and  he  hopes 
that,  through  your  ioflaence,  those  persons  now 
holding  his  oegroes  will  be  indoced  to  give 
them  up. 

While  I  am  thus  advocating  the  cause  of  one 
unfortunate  individual,  allow  me  to  claim  an 
extension  of  your  philanthropy  to  all  the  Indians 
within  your  circle,  by  your  representing  to  them 
the  folly  of  their  quarrels,  and  that  they  ought 
to  live  quietly  and  peaceably  with  each  other. 

The  Lower  Creeks  seem  to  wish  to  live  peace- 
ably  and  quietly,  and  in  good  friendship  with  the 
others ;  but  there  are  some  designing  and  evil- 
minded  persons,  self-inierested,  who  are  endeav- 
oring to  create  quarrels  between  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Creek  Indians,  contrary  to  their  interest, 
their  happiness,  and  welfare.  Such  people  be- 
long  to  no  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  counte- 
nanced by  any  Qovernment. 

The  head  chiefs  request  I  will  inquire  of  you 
why  American  settlers  are  descending  the  Chat- 
ahooche,  driving  the  poor  Indian  from  his  habi- 
tation, aad  taking  possession  of  bis  home  and 
cultivated  fields. 

Without  authority,  I  can  claim  nothing  of  you ; 
but  a  humane  and  philanthropic  principle  guid- 
ing me,  I  hope  the  same  will  influence  you,  and, 
if  such  is  really  the  casoiand  that  the  line  marked 
out  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Qreat  Britain 
and  the  United  Sutes^  respecting  the  Indian  na- 
tions, has  been  infringed  upon  by  the  subjects  of 
the  latter,  that  you  will  represent  to  them  their 
improper  conduct,  and  prevent  its  continuance. 

I  hold  in  my  possession  a  letter  received  from 
the  Governor  or  New  Providence,  addressed  to 
him  by  His  Britannic  Majesty^s  cluef  Secretary 
of  State,  informing  him  of  the  orders  given  to  the% 
British  Ambassador  at  Washington  to  watch  over 
the  interests  of  the  Indian  nations,  and  see  tbat 
their  rights  are  faithfully  attended  to  and  pro- 
tected, agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  British  and  Americans. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  ar»  tbia  tbeie  ia  arrived  «t 


New  Providence  a  person  from  Great  Britain 
with  authority  to  act  as  agent  for  the  Indian  na- 
tions; aed,  if  so,  it  will  devolve  on  btm  to  see 
that  the  boundary  lines,  as  marked  out  by  the 
Ueaty,  are  not  infringed  upon. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  these  observations, 
made  oy  desire  of  the  chiefs,  any  improper  inter- 
ference; and  requesting  the  favor  of  sn  answer, 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

P.  S.  McQueen  states  that  the  ofispring  of  the 
negroes  when  he  left  Tuckabatcbee  were  seven 
of  those  taken  by  Barney,  and  nine  of  those  taken 
by  Aucbi  Hatche,  ai|d  he  supposes  tbey  have 
increased. 

No.  70. 

A»  CuUoh  to  Arbuthnot,  (^annoer  t»  No*  69,)  fmnd 
among  Arbuiknot**  papen. 

FosT  Gainbs,  May  1, 1817. 

DaaaSiR:  On  being  informed  by  the  com- 
manding officer  that  you  had  written,  in  behalf 
of  Peter  Mcftueen,  for  a  negro  man  once  in  the 
possession  of  myself  at  this  place,  requiring  the 
return  of  said  negro  to  (as  you  said)  the  rightful 
owner,  I  take  the  liberty  or  informing  you  that 
the  said  nesro  is  now  at  Fort  Hawkins,  Oakmol- 
go*  river,  claimed  by  an  Amerroan  citizen  by  the 
name  of  Bowen  White.  He  remained  with  us| 
be  was  a  depostte  of  some  of  the  Indians,  to  be 
given  to  the  said  Bowen  when  called  for.  Fur« 
ther  of  his  origin,  or  manner  in  which  he  waa 
claimed  as  property,  I  cannot  tell  anything.  You 
inquired  why  citizens  were  descend mg  this  river. 
In  answer,  I  say  in  right  of  and  conformably  to 
a  late  treaty  between  the  United  States  a:nd  the 
Greek  nation ;  for  this  part  of  the  territory  was 
ceded  to  us  as  a  compensation  for  expenses  and 
aid  furnished  and  incurred  by  the- friendly  Creek 
Indians  against  Mcttaeenaod  his  party,  not  hav- 
ing any  refereoee  or  touching  any  article  or  part 
of  the  treaty  between  the  united  States  aotf 
Great  Britain.  As  to  McCfcueen's  having  any 
claims  on  the  good  feeling  and  philanthropy  or 
any  citizen  of*  the  United  States,  it  Is  a  mock- 
ery ajnd  a  faice ;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  incurred 
both  the  ill-will  and  hatred  of  his  own  people  and 
them,  and  has,  in  fact,  been  the  cause  of  the  do* 
strnotioo  and  loss  of  bis  native  country. 
^     Your  obedient  servant, 

AM.  CULLOH. 

A.  Abbuthrot, 

Ochloclinee  Sound,  Florida  Keyt. 

No.  71. 

Copy  of  a  paper,  without  doit  or  oignahtrt,  found 
among  Arouthnofi  papert  /  ouppooed  to  ie  the 
answer  to  No,  4,  m  the  proceedings  of  the  court* 
martial  on  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot, 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your 
wishes  without  the  King's  cotnmand,  but  you 
may  be  assured  that  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  sab- 
mititng  the  representation  you  have  now  made 
to  the  consideration  o(  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 
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No.  72. 
X  iir Ati/Ano/  to  Goural  Miekell,  agtnt  of  Indittn 

SuwANEB,  Lower  Creek  Nation, 

January  X%  1818. 

Sir:  Keabagee,  head  chief  of  the  Lower  Creek 
Bation,  has  called  on  me  to  request  I  would  re- 
preeent  \o  you  xb«  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct 
of  (he  American  people  liriog  on  the  horders  of 
the  Indian  nation,  aiul  which  he  was  in  hopes, 
iVom  a  talk  you  were  pleased  to  tend  him  some 
weeks  Moee,  would  hare  been  put  a  stop  (o,  and 
ptaee  restored  between  the  Indians  and  the  Amer- 
ican people;  but,  far  from  any  stop  being  put  to 
their  inroads  and  encroaobnents,  they  are  pour- 
ing in  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  not  only  from  the 
hmd  side,  but  both  troops  and  settlers  ascending 
the  Appalachicola  rirer  in  YesseMoads.  Thus, 
the  Indiana .  kaire  been  compelled  to  take  up 
aunt  u^  defend  their  hemes  frooa  a  set  of  lawless 
iiifAdera. 

Your  known  philanthropy  and  goo4-will  to-, 
wards  the  Indians  in  general  induce  th«  ahiefe 
to  hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  using  your 
iufluence  to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasioBsof  their 
lands  and  pateraal  birthright,  and  also  order  that 
thoee  who  bave  already  seued  on  t^eir  fields  loay 
retire  therefrom*  The  Indians  hare  aeiscd  two 
persons  known  to  hare  been  greatly  iostrumeatal 
in  bringing  the  Americaus  down  on  their  lands, 
aiHl  they  are  bow  in  their  possession  as  prisoners  $ 
and  they  have  it  in  report ,  that  sales  of  their 
lands  have  been  made  by  those  two  people,  with- 
out eunseat,  apprabatioa,  or  knowledge  of  the 
ehiefa;  and,  from  their  long  residence  in  the 
nation^  and  the  one  having  enjoyed  great  confi- 
dence in  the  nation  and  with  the  chiefs,  as  Bug- 
liab  interpreter,  there  is  some  reason  to  beltoTe 
those  reports,  when  leagued  with  the  swarms  of 
Americans  coming  from  Mobile  and  other  places 
filing  the  best  of  the  Indian  lands.  Such  im- 
proper sales  have  aotualiy  been  made* 

In  taking  this  liberty  of  addreseine  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  tif  the  unfortunate  Indians,  believe  me  I 
have  no  wish  but  to  see  an  end  put  to  a  war 
which}  if,  peraisted  in,  I  foresee  must  eTentually 
be  their  ruin  \  and  as  they  were  not  the  aggres- 
sor, if,  in  the  height  of  their  raffe,  they  commit 
any  excesses,  that  you  will  overlook  them  as  the 
lusl  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit  against  an 
invading  foe.    I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  d&. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT, 
By  order  of  Kenhaget  and  BowUg$, 
acting  for  themnhfeM  and  the  other  chief 9. 


CjJif  BBroRS  St.  M ark% 

AprilSf  1818. 

The  foregoing  letter  was  produced  to  A.  Ar- 
buthnot,  on  his  ezamiiwtion  before  me,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  him  to  have  been  written  by  hjm 
to  General  Mitchell,  agent  of  the  Creek  nation. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Present :    Mr.  Ful  ton. 


JShtfplmnmtkitifdoemietUsreetiwtdnneeHke  leU^ 
to  Mr.  Erving  imw  forwarded, 

[From  the  Publie  Ledger  and  Daily  Advertiser  (of  Au- 
gust 27,  1818.] 

MR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

The  following  letters,  in  addition  to  those  al- 
ready made  public,  tend  to  show  the  deep  interest 
which  (bis  unfortunate  gentleman  took  in  pro- 
curing redress  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
unprovoked  aggressions  of  the  American  back 
settlers  on  the  fodian  boundary  line. 


A,  Arhutknat  to  the  eomnuuuHng  officer  at  Fort 

CfmncB. 

[This  is  tn  extrsct  from  the  letter  No.  69  in  this  col- 
lection, consisting  of  the  four  paragraphs  before  the 
last,  which  is  omitted.  Bee  tne  document  No.  69, 
and  the  answer  to  it,  No.  70.] 

Copy  of  a  talk  sent  from  the  British  agenie  tfi 
jEoit  Florida  to  the  Big  Warrior^head  chitf 
of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,* 

OCBLOOHItfifi  RlVEE,  MoTch  3, 1817. 

When  the  English  made  peace  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, they  included  the  whole  of  the  Indian  na- 
tions, viz:  Creek,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  and  Cher- 
okee. Those  nations  were  guarantied  in  the  quiet 
possession  of  their  lauds,  and  the  Americans  en- 
gaged to  give  up  such  lands  of  the  Indians  as  they 
had  taken  possession  of  during  the  war. 

If  they  hare  not  done  so,  or  if  they  ha^e  been 
making  further  eueroaehments,  the  chiefs  have 
only  to  represent  their  complaints  and  the  aggres- 
sions of  the  Americans  to  the  Governor  of  New 
Providence,  who  will  forward  them  to  England, 
or  get  them  conveyed  to  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington,  who  has  orders  from  the  King  of 
England  to  see  that  the  rights  of  the  nationa 
abore  mentioned  are  protected,  and  the  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  treaty,  in  their  favor,  are 
faithfully  carried  into  execution. 

The  Americans  have  no  wish  to  goto  war; 
they  will  not,  therefore,  do  anjthiog  contrary  to 
the  treaty;  and  what  encroacaments  haTe  been 
made  must  be  without  the  knowledge  of  the  chief 
of  the  American  Qovemment;  and,  so  soon  aa 
he  is  informed  thereof  by  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington,  he  will  order  the  American  people 
who  have  taken  possession  of  Indian  lands  to 
draw  back  to  their  own  possessions. 

The  Indian  nations  are  alt  one  gt«at  family: 
they  possess  lands  their  great  forefathers  handed 
down  to  them,  and  they  ouffht  to  hand  them  down 
entire  to  their  children,  u  thef  sell  their  land, 
what  do  they  receive  for  it  t  iNotbing  that  will 
last.  It  is  wasted  away  in  a  few  years.  Whether, 
therefore,  they  sell, or  give  it  away,  they  are  rob* 
'blng  their  children  of  the  inheritance  they  had  a 
right  to  expect.  As  a  great  family^  they  ought 
to  live  as  such  with  each  other.    JLet  the  four 

•  TUs  appears  to  be  Ae  aame  talk  wi^  the  letter 
to  the  Little  Prince,  mentioned  in  the  proceedings  off 
the  court-martial  en  Ajbnilmot'e  trial. 
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natioM  joio  io  beads  of  breilierlv  lore;  let  ibem 
•moke  tbe  pipe  ^  peaee ;  let  the  eoltivaMo^  of 
tbeif  landB  be  tbeir  ebief  ob^t  daring  Spring 
mod  Slimmer, end  baatiog  tbeir  direraion  dariag 
Wioter ;  aad  the  produce  of  their  labor  will  be 
boagbt  by  good  peo|)le.  who  will  co«ie  and  deal 
witb  tbam  wbea  Uity  kaow  tiiere  ii  aaythiag  to 
be  parokased  for  goods  or  aoaey. 

If  (be  Aneficaoe  or  other  natiooa  live  near 
them,  let  tbera  lire  ta  frieodship  with  them,  and 
keep  ap  a  good  vaderstaadiag,  but  on  no  ac- 
oo«ftat  eell  or  gif  e  away  any  of  their  lands.  I  re- 
eomeiend  thia  as  a  friend  of  hamaaity  »nd  of 
good  arder. 
"  A.  ARBCTHNOT- 
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The  head  ehieft  of  the  Upper  Creek  nation 
have  desired  me,  Opony,  to  get  tbe  straight  talk 
for  them ;  what  is  written  in  the  foregoing  I  be- 
hete  to  be  4he  true  and  straight  tafk  reeeired 
from  an  Englishman,*  i^ho  carried  two  deputies 
to  New  Providence,  and  returned  with  them  to 
Ocblochnee.  I,  Opony,  hare,  been  sent  by  yon, 
the  head  chiefs  of  the  UpperCreek  nation,  to  see 
the  tSemtnole  Indians.  I  have<dene  so;  they 
live  quietly  and  peaceably,  and  wish  to  do  so, 
with  all  their  red  brethren,  in  every  part  of  tbe 
nation. 

Opoy  Hatebo  has  desired  me  to  see  those 
things;  I  have  done  so;  and  see  all  quiet,  and 
^bad  the  talk  I  now  send  you,  and  shaken  hands 
with  the  friend  who  gave  it  me. ' 

That  the  friend  I  have  met  came  otct  With 
goods  by  desire  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  towns, 
and  is  a  true  friend  to  the  Indians;  The  vari- 
ous and  untrue  talks  that  you  sent  me  from  time 
to  time  must  be  made  by  some  person  an  enemy 
to  us,  all  red  brethren,  and  ought  not  to  be  lis* 
tened  to ;  let  me  know  who  they  are,  and  send 
me  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  present 
talk. 

OPONY,  his  X  mark. 

Written  by  order  of  tbe  aforesaid  Opony,  the 
nth  of  March,  1817. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT- 
Witness:  Aabon  Mobbis. 


Dms^  LfMi  dBs  CMv  <»  Me  Seer^tUir^'^  Spate. 

WasbinotoNi  Dec.  12, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoor 
note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of  tl^e 
24tb  of  the  same  month,  bv  which  I  perceive, 
with  great  concern,  the  failure  of  the  flattering 
hope  f  had  forqaed  of  seeing  a  speedy  and  amica- 
ble termination  of  the  differences  existing  be^ 
tween  our  respective  Governments.  But  I  leave 
to  those  who  may  impartially  inquire  into  the 
state  of  thingfk  their  origin,  nature,  and  all  the 
circumstances  hitJierto  attending  them-^o  those 
who  form  their  judgments  upon  the  priooiples 
of  justice,  tbe  dictates  of  conseieneei  and  the 
most  established  rules  of  human  reason,  whether, 

*  See  Arbuthnot'a  Journal,  No.  68. 


on  my  part,  I  have  not  done  evaa  oAore  thaa 
could  be  hoped  for  at  once  to  terminate  a  con- 
troversy no  lefis  unpleasant  than  it  is  iajurioaa 
to  the  interest  of  both  nations. 

It  was  painful  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qov- 
ernmentto  find  that  the  differences  which  ori|^in- 
ated  in  the  pretensions  first  formed  by  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1805  were  net  then  defini- 
tively settled ;  but  the  tenaciousnessof  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  in  maiatainiag  them,  and 
their  refusal  to  accede  to  those  advanced  by  His 
Majesty,  in.  conformity  with  the  most  inviolable 
duties  ot  his  Ro]ral  Grown,  as  a  preiiminary  to 
the  ratification  of  the  convention  of  1802,  threw 
insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  wsy  of  both.; 
these  obstacles  still  existed  on  the  part  of  (he 
United  Stales  at  the  period  of  the  revoluttoa  la 
Spain,  in  1808.  From  that  time,  and  until  the 
latter  part  of  1815,  you  are  aware,  sir,  that  the 
Qoveroment  of  tbe  United  States  declined  to 
acknowledge  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Ministet, 
and  that  the  diplomatic  intercourse  between  tbe 
two  Powers  was  interrupted.  From  the  moment 
your  Government  resolved  on  changit^iis  course^ 
and  receiving  the  Minister  of  Spain,  my  Ctovera- 
ment  has  employed  tbe  most  unoeafsifig  efforts  to 
adjust  all  existing  differences,  and  establish  on  a 
just  and  solid  basis  tbe  most  perfect  hnroKMif 
and  lasting  frieadship.  For  this  I  appeal  to  the 
correspondence  between  His  Catholic  Majesty'e 
Minister  of  State  and  the  Plenipoteotiavieaof  the 
United  States  at  Madrid,  and  to  that  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  carry  oa  here  with  yourself  and  v  our 
predecessor.  I  leave  it  to  the  jw^pment  or  any 
impartial  person  who  may  be  disposed  to  analyaa 
it,  rejecting  whatsoever  is  irrelevant  or  unfound- 
ed, to  determine  who  has  reasoa  and  justice  oa 
bis  side^  and  decide  whether  It  U  possible  that  aay 
nation  in  the  world,  similarly  situated,  oould  aot 
with  greater  generosity  and  |;ood  faith  thaa 
Spain,  or  offer  greater  sacrifices  to  meet  iba 
wishes  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  paw 
ting  an  end  to  the  controversy  bet  ween  them. 

A3  you  stated  to  me,  in  your  note  of  31st  of 
October  last,  that  the  proposals  you  then  made 
me.  by  Qrder  ofyour  Govermaeat  compcebended 
ererytbing  which  the  President  eonceived  it  poa- 
sibli^  within  the  compass  of  bis  powers  and  duty, 
to  offer  for  the  final  arrao^ioent  of  the  pending 
differences,  I  endeavored,  in  my  letter  of  tbel6ca 
of  November  last,  to  modifv  the  proposals  made 
in  yours  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  approximale 
them  to  yours  to  the  utmost  ezleat  of  ay  pow* 
ers.  I  even  expressed  my  earnest  desire  to  coa^ 
elude  thje  negotiation,  so  far  as  to  admit  the  t j»- 
movai  of  the  boundary  lina  from  ihe  Golf  of 
Mexico^  on  tbe  river  Sabine,  as  proposed  by  you  $ 
and  1  only  added  that  it  should  run  amre  or  leas 
obliquely  to  the  Missouri,  thereby  still  keepaof 
in  view  the. consideration  of  concihatiag  the  with 
that  your  Government  might  have  of  retaining 
such  other  settlement  as  night  have  been  formad 
oa  the  bank  of  that  river,  and  observiag,  aevai- 
tbeless,  that  it  was  aot  to  pass  by  New  Mezioo, 
or  any  other  provinces  or  domiaions  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain.   Notwithstaading  this,  aad  the  furth«r 
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ttdTantffgM  offered  in  the  saM  proposals,  I  qow 
obsenre  that  they  still  appear  insufficient  to  meet 
the  wtbhes  iind  ▼iewsorjrourQo?ernment ;  which 
is  the  more  a  subject  of  regret  to  me,  as  the  rea- 
BonB  and  grounds  on  which  I  founded  a  hope  of 
a  different  result  were,  and  still  are,  of  the  greatest 
wetitht. 

What  you  now  state,  namely,  that  your  pro- 
posal relative  to  the  western  bouodarj  between 
the  two  Powers  involved  a  ^reat  sacrinee  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  Spain,  ap- 
pears incomprehensible  to  me.  Thut  proposal, 
even  modified  and  adapted  to  that  whicn  I  made 
to  you  on  the  24(h  of  last  month,  included  in  fa- 
vor of  the  United  States  a  considerable  extent  of 
territory  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  which  f  hey  neither  had  nor  can  hare  any  right 
whatever;  aAd  that  fact  being,  as  assuredly  it  is, 
beyond  all  contradictiop  or  doubt,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  consists  the  sacrifice  made  by  the 
United  States  to  Spain  in  the  proposal  offered  by 
you.  In  fact,  how  can  it  be  denied  that  Spain  has 
«ver  been  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  all  the 
countries  lying  to  the  Westward  of  the  Mermen- 
to,  the  boundary  between  the  Spanish  dominions 
and  those  of  France,  in  that  quarter,  being  a  line 
running:  due  north  from  the  said  river  to  the  Rio 
Rozo  (Red  river)  between  the  Adaes  and  Natchi- 
toches, and  thence  to  the  Missouri,  although  it 
was  not  eiactly  determined  whether  it  was  to  as- 
cend until  that  river  emptied  into  the  Mississip- 
pi, or  to  some  other  point?  Has  the  Government 
of  France,  peradventure,  ever  taken  any  step  or 
eoQtetted  with  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Grown. 
Of  carried  her  pretensions  beyond  those  limits? 
la  it  not  universally  notorious  that  this  dtvidioff 
line  was  always  respected  by  both  nations;  ana 
that,  even  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  by 
the  United  States,  the  different  Governors  of 
Louiaiana  and  Tezbs,  with  a  view  to  avoid  dis- 
putes, came  to  an  agreement  to  consider  the  ter- 
ficory  between  the  Mermento  and  the  Sabine  as 
neutral,  and  that  it  should  remain  unsettled  ?  Is 
Ihere  the  least  probiibility  that  the  United  States 
would  propose  such  an  arrangement  if  they  con- 
ceived themselves  to  bethe  ownersof  the  immense' 
country  lying  between  that  river  and  the  Rio 
4el  Norte?  I  cannot  but  think  you  must  admit 
these  facts.  As  to  the  other  points  of  the  fron- 
tier separating  the  possessions  of  both  Powers, 
they  are  equally  well  known,  being  accurately 
determined  and  defined  in  solemn  treaties,  and 
pirticv^rly  in  that  of  1795,  between  Spain  and 
tlie  United  States.  The  dividing  line  between 
the  dominions  of  the  two  Powers  to  the  eastward 
cf  the  Mississippi  was  fixed  on  that  river  to  the 
northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude,  runninff  thence  doe  east  to  the  mid- 
stream of  the  river  Appalachicola  or  Chatahoo- 
chee;  thence  along  the  mid-stream  of  that  river 
10  its  junction  with  the  Flint;  thence  in  a  right 
line  to  the  head-waiers  of  the  St.  Mary's  river, 
and  foliowing  the  course  of  the  same  to  the  At- 
lantic ocean.  On  the  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
the  line  has  also  been  accurately  determined,  so 
as  to  prevent  its  eTer  being  confounded  or  mis- 


understood* It  follow?  the  coarse  of  the  Misait* 
stp|»i  to  the  Iberrille,  running  throoffh  it,  and  the 
lakes  Mnurepas,  Pontchartrain,  and  Borgne,  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  opposition  to  facts  of 
such  notoriety,  unfounded  assertions  can  bare  no 
weight.  The  offer  of  the  United  States,  made 
thrpugh  the  medium  of  the  French  Gorernmenfi 
to  require  of  Spain  the  territory  lying  beiweea 
the  Mississippi  end  the  Perdido,  at  the  time  the 
United  Stales  were  already  in  poesesaion  of  Lou- 
isiana, is  an  additional  proof  tending  to  demdn- 
strate  the  certainty  and  notoriety  of^the  booed- 
aries  I  hare  jast  alluded  to.  And  the  French 
Government,  which  sold  Louisiana  to  the  Uai* 
ted  States,  solemnly  declared  to  this  Government, 
in  a  note  addressed  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the  21st 
December,  1804,  not  only  what  was  its  extent, 
but  that  it  had  delivered  that  province  to  the 
United  States,  such  as  Spain  haa  retroceded  it  to 
France;  and  that,  so  far  from  having  sold  to  ihia 
Republic  any  part  of  the  territory  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  known  and  possessed  by  Eogiand  and 
by  Spain  under  the  name  of  West  Florida,  Hit 
Imperial  Majesty,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what 
belonged  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  early  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  the  Republic,  authorized  Gen- 
eral Bournonvillei  his  Ambassadoc  at  Madrid,  to 
open  a  negotiation  with  Spain  for  the  purchase 
or  cession  of  the  Fioridas.  Frpm  what  I  hare 
just  pointed  out,  as  well  as  from  what  I  hare 
repeatedly  stated  in  the  course  of  my  correspondr 
ence,  it  evidently  follows  that  the  real  and  un- 
questionable sacrifice  was  that  made  by  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  in  favor  of  the  United  Sjiates,  as 
expressed  in  the  aboye-mentioned  proposaL 

The  continued  persistanee  of  your  Government 
in  its  pretensions  to  all  the  territory  lying  betweea 
the  Mermento  and  the  river  Bravo  del  Norte  is 
not  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  titles  of  property 
and  possession  which  establish  the  right  aod  do- 
minion of  Spain  therein,  when  the  English  colo- 
nies compostog  the  Republic  of  the  United  States 
were  not  yet  in  existence,  nor  the  French  settle- 
ments, which  serve  as  the  pretext  for  the  amaz- 
ing pretensions  of  your  Government.  For^  what 
titles  and  proofs  have  been  produced  to  justify 
them  ?  The  disastrous  expedition  of  M.  de  Im 
Salle ;  the  absurd  grant  in  ravor  of  Crozat ;  and 
the  erroneous  narrativea  of  mTcUers  with*  maps 
formed  at  pleasure,  by  uninformed  and  interested 
geographers — ^such  as  Melish  and  others — who 
ran  their  lines  as  they  were  dictated  to  ihem,  and 
thus  disposed  of  the  dominions  of  Spain  as  suited 
their  wishes.  When  did  La  Salle  enter  the  Bio 
Bravo,  and  take  possession  of  the  extensive  coun- 
tries between  it  and  the  Sabine?  Was  not  his 
expedition,  the  sole  object  of  which  was  to  dis- 
cover the  mouths  of  the  Mississinpi,  lost  on  the 
coast  of  the  province  of  Texas?  Did  not  the 
Spanish  troops  immediately  advance  from  Mexico, 
to  expel  these  adventurers?  What  establishment 
did  France,  or  any  other  nation,  ever  hold  on  the 
Bravo  or  the  Colot-ado?  The  grant  of  Louis 
XIV*.  no  less  contemptible  than  the  tales  and 
fables'  of  the  missionary  Hennepin — will  it  per- 
chance name  the  river  Bravo,  the  Colorado,  oi 
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tli«  Colmibia?  It  only  mtlcM  mcatioD  of  the 
MiBsismppif  or  rirer  of  &L  Looii,  and  of  the  wn- 
ten  emptying  therein;  and  if,  nnder  the  saBccion 
of  that  grant,  it  were  aliowahle  to  inelnde,  with- 
out reserre,  all  the  laade  washed  by  thote  waters, 
or  all  those  whioh  might  come  in  conudt  with 
theioiy  it  wottld  perhaps  be  no  difficult  natter  to 
extend  that  pretension  to  the  remotest  roeks  of 
Patagonia,  and  even  to  xhe  Sooih  pole. 

I  have  demoostraiedy  hjr  the  most  abundant 
avideaee,  what  are  the  naquesiionable  boundaries 
wbiah  divide  the  Spanish  possessions  from  those 
of  this  Repoblie;  and  notwithstanding  nothing 
baa  been  produced  by  the  United  Stales  to  estal^ 
lisb  their  pretensions,  and  tbat  the  rights  of  Sjiaia 
bave  hitherto  been- acknowledged  and  notorious, 
witbottt '  aayr  Power  ever  having  disputed  ibe 
property  which  she  has,  and  always  ^mb  bad, 
aiaee  the  aixteenth  century^  in  the  aforeeall  ler- 
rilories,  liae  Qo  vera  men  t  of  His  Catfaolse  Majesty 
in,  and  at  all  times  has  been,  ready  to  produce  the 
Utlea  aad  documents  in  support  of  its  rights,  for 
tbe  greater  ceaviction  and  satisfiiction  of  your 
Gkrvasaunent,  and  for  the  impartial  comparison  of 
tbem  wJtb  these  which  mav  be  presented  by  the 
United  States.    You  have  declined  these,  in  coa- 
aaquenee»  as  you  inform  me,  of  the  order  you  bave 
reoeived  from  the  Presid«it,  which  t>nly  requires 
tbat  I  should  subscribe  to  what  be  has  been 
pleaacMl  to  decide  on ;  and,  in  case  I  do  not  affrce 
to  tbisy  notbing  further  is  wished  to  be  heard  in 
aappori  of  the  rigbts  of  Spain ;  and  that  your 
Ciorerament  retracts  the  proposals  it  has  made 
for  tbe  adjttstaient  of  the  question  of  boundariea. 
In  consequence  of  so  peremptory  and  categorical 
a  declaration,  and  of  prbposals  which  bave  never 
been  advanaed  in  tbe  course  of  the  present  nego- 
tiation, until  your  letter  of  31st  October  last,  to 
wbieb  it  is  impossible  1  should  yet  have  received 
an  .answer  fr«n  my  Court,  I  had  no  other  alteiw 
native  than  to  tranemit  a  eepy  of  -your  letter  to 
my  Sovereign,  wbieb  i  bave  done  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  this  Legation ;  aad  it  will  be  very  sat- 
iafaetorjr  to  me  to  learn  that  His  Majesty,  ani- 
■naled  as  he  is  by  the  most  livel|r  desire  to  ter- 
minate these  matters  amicably,  aad  on  beiog 
salbrmed  that  we  are  alrendy  agreed  upon  all  the 
otber  pointy  may,  in  bis  wisdpm,  find  means  to 
eeaeiliate  tbe  wishes  of  the  United  Statee  with 
theioteresu  and  dignity  of  hie  Grown.    In  the 
meanwhile,  it  is  necessary  I  should  Inform  you 
tbat  aa  tbe  propoaala  auMle  to  me  in  the  name  of 
the  President  ate,  as  yoa  sigiiif|r,  iko  longer  oblig"- 
atory,  in  like  aMnner  do  those  eeaae  to  be  oblig- 
•tory  which  I  bave  made  to  you  by  the  order  of 
my  Qovernment;  and   that,  coaseqoentlv,  the 
rights  oi  the  Grown  of  Spain  are  entirely  tree  es 
10  whatsoever  appertains  lo  it. 

I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  eipresiieg  to 
you  my  inability  to  comprehend  upon  wbat 
groonds  tbe  United  States  decline  tbe  proposal 
of  submitting  the  pending  differences,  in  their 
actual  state,  to  tbe  Judgment  and  decision  of  one 
or  more  friendly  Powers  in  whom  the  United 
Statjes  may^place  full  confidence.  I  have  read 
with  tbe  greftiest  anentlen  4be  npte  feAi?**  to 


by  you,  and  I  candidly  confess  that  I  bave  con« 
tinned  in  the  same  uncerminty.  When  two  na^ 
tions  cannot  meet  on  points  upon  which  they 
mny  disagree,  a  spirit  of  equity  and  the  love  ef 
justice  require,  and  the  law  of  nations  points  ouil 
a  recourse  to  the  arbitrament  of  an  impartial 
third  party.  This  maxim,  so  deserving  of  re* 
spect,  was  adopted  by  the  United  Slates  them- 
selves on  the  occasion  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
mediation  of  Russia  in  their  differences  with 
Qrfat  Britain;  and  also  on  that  of  their  agree- 
ment with  tbe  latter  Power  to  submit  to  armlra- 
ment  whatever  difficulties  might  arise  in  the  !^et- 
tlement  of  their  boundaries.  A  similar  course 
has  been  adopted  hj  all  nations  under  simitar 
eircumstaneea ;  and,  in  fact,  wbat  mode  is  there, 
when  two  niktiens  (or  two  individuals  in  pa/tiC'* 
ular  cases)  cannot  agree  upon  a  certain  point, 
^ach  one  conceiving  they  have  reason  and  justice 
on  their  side,  but  to  strbmit  tbe  qpKetion  to  tbe 
impartial  jodj^ment  and  decision  of  a  third  party, 
chosen  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  ?  Spain,  con* 
vinced  that  this  mode  was  the  fairest  aad  nfoUt 
expeditious,  was  attzioos  to  adopt  it,  with  all' tbe 
sincerity  and  good  faith  wbfch  have  character* 
iaeed  her ;  and  in  the  event  of  its  not  being  adopts 
ed,  through  the  unalterable  ^position  of  yonr 
Ck^veroment,  there  can  be  lio  room  for  apprehen- 
sion or  regret  ats  to  the  opinion  which  will  be 
formed  by  the  impartial  world  on  this  poidt. 

In  Reference  to  whet  you  state  respecting  th^ 
transmission,  by  order  of  the  President,  (o  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  of  all 
the  evidence  and  documents  relative  to  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Qovernor  of  Pensacola  and  the  Com* 
mandant  of  St.  Marks,  with  instructions  to  lay 
them  before  His  Catholic  Majesty's  ^Qovetn- 
ment;  and  the  denraad,  in- consequence  of  iht 
nature  of  the  facts  therein  exhibited,  of  the  c -^n^ 
dign  punishment  of  those  officers,  I  abstain  from 
o&ring  further  proofs  in  additioii  to  tbos«  1  have 
already  presented  of  tbe  good  conduct,  hooora^ 
ble  proceeding,  and  strict  discharge  of  ddty,  oil 
the  part  of  those  iadividuals  acting  under  tbc 
authority  of  the  King,  my  master,  and'iv  confo^ 
mity  with  the  existing  treaty  between  the  two 
nations,  as  the  opportunity  will  be  affurded  of  ex*- 
amini.ng  and  comparing  at  Madrid  the  evidence 
adduced  by  Mr.  Erving  with  tbat  which  my  Qov- 
ernment has  received,  or  may  receive,  from  th^ 
authorities  whose  duty  it  is  to  transtaiit  il.  IC 
upon  such  examination  and  comparison,  it  shMlg 
appear  tbat  the  Governor  of  West  Florida  tnd 
bis  officers  bavf  conducted  themselves  Impreiief^ 
ly,  1  am  confident  that  doe  punishment  will  h* 
inflicted  on  them ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand^  the 
American  Qeneral  and  his  officers  should  b6 
found  to  have  a^ed  in  an  unjustifiable  manner, 
the  United  ^  Slates  cannot  hesitate  to  proceed 
against  them,  nor  to  indemnify  Spain  fortliie 
losses,  and  injuries  sustained  in  consequence  of 
the  aggression  complained  of. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  General  Jacb* 
son  in  the  invasion  of  Florida,  and  the  excesaeb 
ebtnmrtied  therei  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
and  dignity  of  a  friendly  Power^  as  tbcy  are  pub* 
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lie  %n4  aototioM,  and^  tuffloieAtljr  reprobated  kj 
pablic  opioiop^  aod  as  th«y  are  identified  with 
Um  suinect  whteb  has  just  been  referred  to,  I  like- 
wise abstain  from  aosweriog^  the  argameots  by 
which  you  hate  en^avored  to  justiry  that  oflleer 
In  the  note  I  have  tlie  hi>nor  to  reply  to.  Wliai- 
ever  may  be  the  causes  whieh^  in  the  view  of 

Soar  Goremmenti  justified  the  war  against  the 
^enainoles,  you  ceonot  fail  to  admit  how  improb- 
able it  is  that  those  ninerable  Indians,  feeble,  and 
wholly  destiiule  as  the)[  are,  could  have  pro^ 
voked  it,  la  the  letter  of  the  chief  Bdeeh  lo  the 
Qovernor  of  St.  Aik^uetine^  ef  the  20th  Deeem- 
ber,  181^  a  copy  ofwhicb  I  had  the  honor  lo 
traoaoiit.  to  vou  oa  the  17th  March  last,  you  masc 
hare  itmar ked  that  he  speaks  of  assaesioatioDs^ 
oarryiflg  ofi'of  men  and  cattle,  osarpatioDs  of  his 
lerriioryi  and  even  fergingef  treaties  for  ihe  oes- 
sieo  of  lands,  signed  or  marked  bv  the  aames  of 
fiersons  oawewa  to  (he  chiefs  of  the  Creek  naf> 
tieot  ^ho,  he  adds^are  aloae  auihorixed  to  trans- 
fer thegeiieral  property ;  of  all  which  he  aoouses 
Ihe  Amerieaae.  Besides,  tbe  friendship  and  good 
Mdmtandin^  eiiaiiog  between  the  two  eatioB^ 
i|Bd  the  trcAty  itself,  en  the  aothority  of  which 
Ihe  measures  of  General  Jacksoa  are  supported, 
decisively  required  that  any  complalnis  which 
there  inigbt  be  against  the  Indians  shotiid  be  ield 
beibre  His  Majesty's  Guveraoieat,  or  before  his 
Minister  near  this  &ep«blic,  previous  to  the  adop<- 
lioo  of  vii^ent  measures ;  as  it  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible that  those  excesses  could  be  restmined  by 
His  M^esty  so  long  as  he  remained  ignorant  erf 
them,  and  ««i  only  informed  of  the  compiaints 
i^  the  coMioual  vexaiioiw  exercised  towards  the 
miserable  ladisns  by  the  ciuoeos  of  this  Uaion. 

1  refiain  frooi  attempting  any  refutation  of 
your  remarks  on  the  admission,  by  the  Bpani^h 
Qovtfsaor  of  Floride,  of  two  fioglbh  traders  into 
tbat  province^  wi^hooi  order^i  from  His  Caiholic 
Majiefiy 's  Qovem«ie0it  or  without  notify  ing  Gen- 
eral Jackson  thereof.  It  is  evident  that,  if  be  ad* 
initied  ihem  by  order  of  the  King's  Government, 
W  wa>  ttader  B9  obligation  to  notify  the  Ameri* 
CM  (jieaeral  of  it;  a^d  if  he  admitted  them  with" 
otH  the. necessary  order,  he  was  eulely  respensiUe 
%9  his  SiHrereiga  for  his  canduct  The  unques*- 
liofMblp  faei  is^that  General  Jackson,  at  the  bead 
of  l^s  army,  lell  upon  Florida  as  a  haughty  iur 
vadtff  aad  coaqueror,  regardlesa  of  the  Taws  of 
humanity  aad  the  freliaaB.oC  oature,  aod  put  to 
aefueldeaih  two  feiteifoecs,  who  there  enjoyed 
th9  preteeiion  of  Syaio,  and  an  asylum  which 
bas  ever  been  held  eacrad  by*  all  civilised  aations ; 
Ihereby  Q&riagaja  uoeiamplfd  insult  lo  the  sov- 
ereignw  aod  independence  of  Spain ;-  trampling 
under  foot  the  mo^t  solema  coaipaeis,  founded  on 
Iba  laws  of  nations ;  and  contempiuously  driving 
from,  that  province  the  Spanish  comiasndants 
and  troops  in  garrison  there.  Yuur  Airther  re- 
marks on  the  reBiriclive  system  of  the  Spanish 
Government  are  not  strictly  conformably  to  the 
/act I  bioce  yuo  cannot  be  ignorant  that  explore- 
'tors,  travvliirrs,  and  even  Amerieaa  officers  with 
lroo|*s,  have,  at  difierent  periodn,  traversed  the 
pioviotes  aod  lefiriiories  of  iha  Crown  of  Spain 


in  that  part  of  America ;  and  that  only  anch 
aon  have  been  arrested  as  hara  been  found  vitf- 
kting  the  laws  of  the  eoiiatry,  or  adding,  wiili 
arms  in  tbeii  hands,  banditti  anid  rebels,  for  the 
purpoee  of  sabrertiog  good  oidee  aod  poblic  tram* 
qoillity. 

Before  I  conclude  this  note.  I  have  to  state  that, 
if  the  prajeet  of  the  definitive  adjustment  of  aH 
the  differeneas  pending  between  the  two  Gar* 
eraaaeats,  which  I  presented  to  yon  on  the  part 
of  mine,  elso  ioeloded  the  elaams  for  Aoaeneaa 
eaptores  made  be  the  French  oa  the  eoasis  of 
Spain,  or  carried  oy  them  into  Spanish  ports,  and 
there  condemned  ia  the  first  insmnee  by  Freaah 
coaauU,  it  was  a  sacrifice  agreed  to  by  Spaini 
with  a  view  to  teribiiiate^  once  for  all,  these  ini» 
plessaot  diaputes,  aad,  by  this  additrooal  proof  of 
iMf  condeseeaaion  aad  generous  fiieadshtp  for 
the  United  Stales,  to  concUiaie  a  oaireepondeai 
proceeding  on  tbe  part  of  your  GoecrMneni,  firom 
a  leepeet  to  aatiaaai  law  and  the  aolema  priaoi«> 
pies  of  justice  and  equity,  as  it  tegards  Spnia* 
But  this  saoiifiee,  as  wall  aa  that  offered  by  ana 
on  the  subject  oi  botindariee  and  the  caseian  af 
the  Floridas,  ecased  to  have  any  eibcl  or  Ibree 
from  the  moment  your  Govern  mem  refused  ta 
adaait  the  aaid  prujeet,  and,  ooastquently,  Hie 
Callwlic  Majesty  raltaqniskes  to  the  Untied  Siatea 
all  the 'rig  his  they  may  have^o  claim  of  Fraeee 
for  the  saidjprixes  coadeaMied  by  her  eansnk  and 
tribunals.  Whilst  that  nation  exists,  no  recooree 
can  ia  equity  be  had  on  Spain  for  indemnity  for 
Ihase  spaliatioas.  The  recourse  en  Spain  can  in 
nowise  be  considered  but  as  secondary,  Fraoee^ 
being  the  aggressor,  oomee  under  the  obligatioa 
as  a  priaeipal.  It  was  she  who  derived  the  ben» 
i  fit  of  thoee  prises,  aad  on  her  devolves  the  ea^ 
spoosibtlity  rbr  tlieir  aaionnt  \  aad  Spain  baa 
oaly  become  nocoontable  in  this  eoneern  as  jilaa 
secarity  or  caiMton  of  France.  In  oanformity 
with  tUis  principle,  an  opinion  has  been  given  by 
three  of  the  oaoet  emiqeni  advoeates  of  thiaooua^ 
try,  wiko  were  cansniied  on  the  subject*  U  is 
alsu  in  etriot  cenformhy  with  the  prtneiplea  nf 
natural  law,  aad  the  venerable  canons  of  eomaMn 
lustiee.  It  is  i  a  vaib  ifaat  reference  is  had  m  she 
leUer  of  the  existiiin  teaaty  to  sappose  aad  insist 
on  the  contrary*  That  treaty  can  never  rfeceiva 
an  interpreimion  canieadictory  of  ihaae  pdneiplaa 
and  the  diatates  af  haman  reason. 

The-obligation  of  Spain  eannat  extend  iarikar 
than  to  claiming  of  Franna^  in  behalf  of  the  Uni» 
ted  Stetas,  and  employinf  her  heat  endenvoraia 
obtain  for  ihem  a  aettiemeni  aad  satisfaetion 
from  thai  nation ;  whioh^  how«ver,i8  to  be  ondaa» 
stood  only  in  ease  iJm  United  States  have  net 
already  been  iademnified  by  Fsante,  as  has  beea 
repeatedly  declared  by  ibe  French  Goveenmenc, 
or  may  have  adiuated  or  abandoeed  that  right  by 
the  treaty  of  1800,  and  in  subsequent  con vention% 
as  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  several  public  writiegr 
in  this  countrjr.   - 

Until  I  receive  fresh  orders,  it  is  my  duty  to 
insist  .on  tbe  adoptioa  of  such  measures  bv  your 
GoveromenI  as  will  promptly  and  effectually  put 
a  aiop.lo  Ihe  inraciea  w^ieh,  for  n  aeries  nf  yei 
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h«T«  besn  earned  on  ta  Twioiis  parti  of  this 
Uaiofii  ansBst  the  oooinarce  ef  Spaia.  This 
•^tam  <»  plaadcr  baa  bt«a  earrit d  to  a  hmght 
UBexaoapled  in  hislary ;  aad  the  damora  of  the 
Teflectiog  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  Bcatea 
daaoimaa  it  to  the  whole  world  aa  a  public 
aadamity. 

As  to  tha  eze^Dffeof  the  latiicatioDe  of  the 
oonreaiioa  of  18^  I  am  ready  to  proceed  to  ex> 
eauie  it  with  yoo,  wheaerer  yoa  will  be  pleaaed 
ao  vame  a  tiaie  for  the^  parpoae. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  renew  to  yon^  the  asMh 
mace  of  nay  diatiagniahed  eoaiMdefatioo,  and  I 
paay  €M»,  dbe.  LUIS  DB  ONia 


Ihn  lAsis  de  Onis  U^  the  Setretary  qf  Statg, 

yJAamiHartou,  Jtmmaiy  11, 1810. 

8iB :  I  have  just  received  a  courier  extraordi- 
nary of  nay  GoTemmeDt;  aad|  hj  the  despatches 
ha  has  brought  me,  I  am  authorized  fay  His  Ma- 
)aaty  to  give  a  greater  extent  to  the  proposals 
whtah  1  made  to  fiji^  for  adjoatiog  and  termiaat- 
Ing  amieably  all  the  subjects  in  diapote  between 
tha  two  Powers* 

Aa  the  great  diflleahy  which  has  hitherto  op- 
poaed  this  deairabte  arrangenrent  is  the  exact  de- 
naareataaa  of  the  line  whieh  drrldes,  or  shonid 
divida,    the  domiaioas  of  the  Grown  of  Spain 
frona  tne  territory  of  the  United  States  westward 
sMf  the  Mississippi,  and  as  you  were  pleased  to 
atate  to  me,  in  your  note  of  the  90th  September 
last,  that  the  principal  motive  which  Induced  the 
President  to  withdraw  the  proposals  which  you 
bad  made  to  me  by  his  direction,  was  the  want 
of    instructions  authorixing  me  to  extend  the 
boondary  line  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  hare  the 
honor  to  iaibrnh  yoa  that  His  Majesty,  although 
then  unaequiiated  with  the  proposals  made  bv 
ytnt  to  me  in  year  note  of  the  SIst  October,  witn 
mviaw  to  give  an  eminent  proof  of  hi^  sincere  and 
generous  friendship  for  this  Republio,  has  been 
pleaaed  to  anthevixe  me  to  settle  this  point  add 
others  embraced   by  former  proposals.     If  the 
Preaideat  ahoald  agree  to  y6ur  entering  into  an 
aodieable  arrangement  of  them,  and  also  to  modify 
on  bia  part  the  pix^posala  vou  faiive  made  to  me,  I 
da»  not  doubt  that^  either  by  correspondence  or  in 
eonfereaee,  we  may  speedily  attain  the  desired 
object — the  termination  of  this  interesting  aifair. 
1  flatter  myself  that  the  President,  aa  wefi  aa  the 
whole  American  people,  cannot  but  fail  to  ae- 
hnowledge,  in  this  disposition  of  His  Majesty, 
{before  he  had  a  kaewledge  of  the  exorbitant  nre^ 
tensions  of  yo«r  Qovemment,)  the  good  faith 
and  generosity  of  his  proceeding,  and  to  admit 
that  a  measure  at  oace  so  franit  and  so  deeided 
claims  a  correspondent  feeling  on  the  part  of  this 
Republic  ;  the  maintenance  of  perfect  amity  and 
good  eorreanoodence  between  the  two  Powers  be- 
ing obrioosly  calcnlated  to  promote  the  best  inter- 
eats  of  both. 

In  the  expectation  of  being  soon  favored  with 
the  decision  of  the  Preaident,  I  beg  leave  to  renew 
to  yoa  the  asaorancea  of  my  high  respect;  and  I 
piay  God  to  preserve  yoa  many  ye^fn. 


Dim'LmB  ie  Onk  to  tAe  BecMtm^  4f  fUtUtk 

WAaHiNQToit,  JoTwary  16, 1819. 
Sta :  In  consequence  of  the  wish  expressed  by 
you  yesterday,  in  the  interview  to  which  you 
were  pleased  to  invite  me,  that  I  would  state  the 
proposals  for  which  I  am  authorized  by  the  fresh 
instructions  I  have  received  by  a  special  messen- 
ger from  my  Government,  and  relying  on  your 
assurances  that,  notwithstanding  the  proposals  yon 
had  made  to  me,  the  President  would  take  those  ^ 
into  consideration  which  1  miffht  make  anew  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  amicably  all  pending  dif* 
ferences,  I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  to  you  those 
which  I  made  in  my  note  of  the  16th  or  Novem- 
ber last,  and  to  add  thereto  that  His  Majesty  will 
aeree  that  the  boondary  line  between  the  ttvo 
States  ahall  extend  from  the  source  of  the  Mis- 
souri, westward)  to  the  Columbia  river,  and  along 
tbe  middle  thereof  to  the  Pacific  ocean.    If  thta 
basis  should  be  accepted  by  the  President,  (as  I 
trust  it  wHlt  inaawieh  as  it  preaeaia  tiha  meana 
of  realizing  his  great  plan  of  axtoading  a  naviga- 
tioa  from  the  Pacific  to  the  remotest  points  of 
the  Northern  States  and  of  the  ocean,  and  of  en- 
larging the  dominions  of  the  Republic  by  the 
acquisition  of  both  the  Floridas,)  I  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  agreeing  to  an  arrangement  honora- 
ble and  satisfactory  to  both  nations,  upon  the 
point  on  which  we  differ,  relating  to  the  indem- 
nity claimed  for  tbe  injuries  resulting  from  the 
occupation  of  the  territories  of  the  lung  by  the 
forces  of  this  Union. 

I  conceive  that  you,  as  well  as  the  President 
and  the  whole  American  people,  cannot  but  see, 
in  this  evidence  of  tbe  spirit  or  conciliation  by 
which  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  actuated,  a  certain 
pledge  of  his  desire  to  strengthen  and  cement  the 
ties  of  friendship  with  this  Repablie;  and  I  trust 
that  the  answer  of  the  President  will  correspond 
with  the  sacrifices  made  by  His  Majesty,  as  well 
with  a  view  to  the  prompt  satisfaction  of  the  cit- 
ixeos  of  the  United  States  for  whatever  injuries 
they  may  have  sustained,  as  to  the  complete  re- 
moval of  every  cause  of  future  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  But  if,  coniriry  to  mv 
expectations,  this  should  not  be  the  case,  I  shall 
feel  a  sincere  regret  in  seeinjg  this  desirable  ar- 
rangement protracted  until  Hts  Majesty,  on  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  extraordinary  preten- 
sions of  your  Government  by  tbe  despatchea  of 
which  Don  Luis  Noeli,  the  secretary  of  this  lega- 
tion, was  the  bearer,  may  transmit  to  me  such 
orders  aa  he  may  deem  expedient. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  oiy  distin- 
guished consideration,  and  I  pray  God  to  preserve 
you  many  yeara. 
'  '  LUIS  DK  ONIS. 


Sb  teretary  a/ dMe  to  Dan  Jmss  4t  (Ma. 

'Depabtiibnt  ov  Statb, 

WofkingUnf  Janamry  99, 1819. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  tbe  16th  instant  has  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Presidem 
of  the  United  States,  by  whose  directions  I  have 
the  honor  of  informing  yoa  that  tha  propaaat  to 
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Rilaiwn^  mtk  Spain, 


drav  the  western  bouqd^r^  line  betwt«a  the 

United  States  and  the  Spanish  territories  on  this 
contiaeat,  from  the 'source  of  the  Missouri  to  the 
Colambia  river,  cannot  be  admitted.  I  have  to 
add,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  an  immediate  ar- 
rangement of  afiairs  with  Spain,  this  Qovernment 
repeats  (he  proposal  contaiaed  io  my  leiter  to  you 
of  the  3lst  October  last^*  and  if  you  are  oot  au- 
thorized to  a^ree  to  it,  we  are  willing  to  adjust 
the  other  subjects  of  difference,  leaving  that  to 
be  settled  hereafter*  But  if  your  powers  are  in- 
eompeteut  to  accept  either  of  these  offers,  the 
President  thinks  it  useless  to  pursue  the  discus- 
sion any  further  of  subjects  upon  which  there 
ean  be  no  hope  entertaiued  of  concluding  an 
agreement  between  us. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  cf  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 


Jhm  Lu4i  de  Onis  io  ihe  Stardvy  of  Afstfe. 
WaflttifieToii,  Ftbruary  1, 1819. 

Sia :  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  29th 
January,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  state  to  me, 
that,  having  laid  before  the  President  my  note  of 
the  16th,  he  has  directed  you  to  inform  me  that 
my  proposal  to  fix  the  boundary  between  the  two 
Stales,  by  a  line  from  the  source  of  the  river  Mis- 
souri to  the  Columbia,  and  along  the  course  of 
the  latter  to  the  Pacific,  is  inadmissible ;  but  that, 
with  a  view  to  an  immediate  arrangement  of  af- 
fairs with  Spain,  you  repeat  to'me  the  proposal 
contained  io  your  note  of  the  31st  October  last, 
and  add,  that,  if  t  am  not  authorized  to  JJ^ree  to 
it,  we  may  adjust  the  other  subjects  of  difierence, 
leaving  that  to  be  settled  hereafter. 

My  powers  authorize  me  to  adjust  all  such  dif- 
ferences as  His  Majesty  was  apprized  of  at  the 
date  of  my  last  despatches,  which  are  the  4th  No- 
vember. The  proposal  referred  to  by  you  U  of 
the  31ki  October  preceding,  and. in  all  probability 
no  answer  to  it  can  be  expected  before  the  middle 
or  end  of  March.  Taking  into  consideration, 
however,  on  the  one  hadd,  the  earnest  desire  oi 
iRis  Catholic  Majestv  to  terminate  these  matters 
beforif  the  rising  of  Congress,  and  thereby  to  avoid 
a  further  delay  of  a  twelvemonth  in  setiling  the 
indemnities  claimed  by  citizens  of  the  Union,  and, 
on  the  other^  the  probable  anxiety  of  your  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  into  execution  the  establish- 
ments contemplated  in  the  Floridas,  I  am  prepa- 
red to  take  upon  my&elf  the  definitive  settlement 
of  the  points  lA  controversy,  provided  the  Presi- 
dent, animated  by  correspondent  feelings,  is  wil- 
ling to  modify  the  proposals  made  to  roe,  so  as  to 
reader  them  consistent  and  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  both  Powers. 

1  have  proved  to  yon,  in  the  most  satisfactory 
maMer,  that  neiiJier  the  Red  riverof  Nacch'iioclies 
nor  the  Columbia,  ever  formed  the  boundary  of 
Lpwaipna ;  but,  as  yoo  have  intifnated  to  me  that 
it  ia  useltss  to  pursue  the  discussion  any  further, 
1  acquiesce  with  you  therein ;  and  I  agree  that, 
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keeping  out  of  riew  the  rights  whieh  eiilMr  Paw 
er  may  have  to  the  territory  in  dispMe,  we  sbeali 
Qonfioe  ourseltes  to  Che  settlement  of  those  poiMi 
which  mav  be  fot*  the  mutual  inteitst  and  eoovc^ 
nienee  of  both. 

Upon  this  viewy  therefore,  ef  the  subject,  and 
considering  that  the  motive  for  declining  to md»> 
mit  mv  propoaal  of  extending  the  boundafy  line 
from  the  Missouri  to  the  Oolumbta,  andaloag  thst 
river  to  the  Pacifio,  appears  to  be  the  wish  of  tlM 
President  to  include  within  theliasits  of  ihe  Union 
all  the  braAcbea  and  rivers  emptying  into  thenaid 
riyer  Colnnhis.  I  will  adapt  my  propoaals  on  thia 
point  so»<s  fully  >  to  satisfy  the  deiaattd«ef  tlM 
United  States,  withoat  losing  sight  of  the  essen- 
tisl  object^  namely,  ihst  the  boundary  line  shall. 
as  far  as  possible,  be  natural  and  clearly  defined, 
and  leave  no  room  for  dispmo  to  the  inhabicants 
on  either  side. 

Hsving  thqs  deelnred  to  yon  my  readiness  lo 
meet  the  views  of  the  United  Stales  in  theessMi^ 
tial  point  of  their  demand,  I  have  to  state  to  yon 
that  His  Majesty  is  unable  to  agree  to  the  adnaioi- 
sion  of  the  Red  river  to  its  sonrqey  as  proposed  by 
you.  This  river  rises  within  a  few  leagnes  of 
Santa  Fe,  the  capiui  of  New  Mexieo ;  nnd  Jts  I 
flatter  myself  the  United  Sutea  have  no  hoeCile 
intentions  towards  Spaio,  at  the  moment  we  nee 
using  all  our  efforts  to  atreo^en  the  existing 
friendship  between  the^two  nauonik  it  muet  hei»> 
different  to  them  to  accept  the  Arlcansns  instead 
of  the  Red  river  as  the  boundary.  This  epinioB 
is  strengthened  by  the  well-knowo  faet^  that  the 
intermediate  space  between  those  two  rivers  is  se 
much  impregnated  with  nttre  as  scareely  to  be 
so.'-ceptible  oi  improvemeot. 

In  Gonfideraiion  of  these  obvious  reasonsi  I 
propose  to  you,  that,  drawing  the  boundary  li»e 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  the  river  Sabine^ 
as  laid  down  by  you,  it  shall  follow  the  eouraoof 
that  river  to  its  source;  thenoe,  by  thoninecy- 
fourth  degree  of  longitude,  to  the  tted  river  i^ 
Natchitoches^  and  along  the  sane  to  the  ninety- 
fifth  degree ;  and  crossing  it  at  that  point,  to  run 
by  a  line  due  north  to  the  Arkansas,  and  ninng 
it  to  its  souree;  thence,  by  a  line  doe  west»  tiQ 
it  strikes  the  source  of  the  river  Ban  Clemente, 
or  Multnomah,  in  latitude  il%  and  along  that 
river  to  the  Paeifio  ocean ;  the  whole  agreeably 
toMelish'smap. 

In  ease  this  basis,  whieh  not  only  nppKOXi- 
mates  yonr  proposals,  hoc  fulfils,  in  every  epeei^ 
tial  point,  the  wishes  you  have  slated  to  nie,  h# 
admitted  by  the  President,  His  Majesty,  withn 
view  to  give  the  United  States  a  more  eonvia* 
cing  proof  of  his  generosity,  and  his  desire  to 
streogthen  the  bonds  of  aouly  with  this  Repu^ 
lie,  consents  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  indesMiity 
for  \ik»  injuries  sustained  by  his  treasury  in  eon* 
jbequenne  of  the  invnsion  of  the  Floridns,  re- 
serving only  to  the  inhabiuots  oi  the  same  their 
right  to  what  may  appear  to  be  justly  due  to 
ihem  for  their  losses  by  that  evenL 

It  is  understood  that  the  convention  of  180SI, 
lately  ratified,  i%  annulled  aa  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  indemnity  £or  injuries  nnd  leases  claimed  hf 
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the  United  Stetes  or  their  citizeBsof  Spain  ;  in- 
asmuch as  fall  compenaatioD  for  the  same  is  to 
be  made  to  them  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
the  two  Floridas.  and  of  the  immense  posses- 
sions westward  of  the  Mississippi,  ceded  oy  His 
Majesty  in  virtue  of  that  treaty;  and  that  the 
United  Slates,  actuated  by  the  most  sincere  de- 
sire to  remove  every  cause  of  difference  between 
the  two  nations  in  future,  will  take  into  consid- 
eration the  necessity  of  establishing  such  regu- 
lations as,  in  their  wisdom,  they  mav  deem  most 
expedient  to  prevent  the  evasion  or  the  laws  of 
the  Republic,  to  the  injury  of  the  commerce  of 
the  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dia- 
tiDguished  consideration,  and  I  pray  Qod  to  pre> 
serve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 

Hon*  John  Q^  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Prqjet  of  an  article  describing  the  western  boundary, 
communicated  to  Don  Luis  de  Onie  hy  the  Seere- 
t4try  of  StatCj  February  6, 1819. 

i^HTicLiu — It  is  agreed  that  the  western  bound- 
ary between  the  United  States  and  the  territo- 
ries of  Spain  shall  be  as  follows.:  Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabine,  on  the  Quit  of 
Mexico;  following  the  course  of  said  river  to 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  latitude,  the  eastern 
bank  and  all  the  islands  in  the  river  to  belong  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  western  bank  to  Spain ; 
thence,  due  north,  to  the  northernmost  part  of 
the  thirty-third  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
until  it  strikes  the  Rio  Roxo,  or  Red  river; 
thence,  following  the  course  of  said  river,  to  the 
northernmost  point  of  the  bend,  between  longi- 
tude 101  and  102  degrees;  tbence,  by  the  short- 
est line,  to  the  southernmost  point  of  the  bend  of 
the  river  Arkansas,  between  the  same  decrees  of 
longitude  101  ana  102 ;  thence,  following  the 
course  of  the  river  Arkansas,  to  its  source,  in 
latitude  41  degrees  north ;  thence,  following  the 
same  parallel  of  latitude  41  degrees,  to  the  South 
sea*    Thp  northern  banks  and  all  the  isUnds  in 
the  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers,  on  the  said 
boundary  line,  to  belong  to  the  United  States, 
and  their  southern  banks  to  Spain ;  the  whole 
being  as  laid  down  in  Melish's  map  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  published  at  Philadelphia,  improved 
to  the  Ist  of  January,  1818.    But,  if  the  source 
of  the  Arkansas  river  should  fall  south  or  north 
of  latitude  41  degrees,  then  the  line  from  the 
said  source  shall  run  due  north  or  south,  as  the 
c^se  may  be,  till  it  meets  the  said  parallel  of  lati- 
tude, and  thence,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  South  sea. 
And  it  is  further  agreed  that  no  Spanish  settle- 
ment ^hall  be  made  en  any  part  of  the  said  Red 
or  Arkansas  rivers,  nor  on  any  of  the  waters 
flowing  into  the  same,  nor  any  east  of  the  chain 
of  Snow  mountains  between  the  latitudes  31 
and  41  degrees,  inclusively ;  and  that  the  navi- 
gation of  said  rivers  shall  belong  exclusively  to 
the  United  States  forever. 
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Prqjet  of  a  treaty  de&vered  by  Don  Luis  de  Onie  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  February  9,  1819. 

[Translation  sent  by  Don  Luis  de  Onis.] 

His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  desiring  to  consolidate,  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  the  friendship  and  good  correspond* 
ence  which  happilyr  prevail  between''  the  two 
parties,  have  determined  to  settle  and  terminate 
all  their  differences  and  pretensions  by  a  treaty, 
which  shall  designate  with  precision  the  limits 
of  the  one  and  the  other,  the  settlement  whereof 
will  be  productive  of  general  advantage  and  re« 
ciprocal  utility  to  both  nations. 

With  this  intention.  His  Catholic  Majesty  has 
appointed  the  most  excellent  Don  Luis  de  Onis 
Gonzales  y  Vara,  Lord  of  the  tow  a  of  Rayaces, 
perpetual  regidor  of  the  corporation  of  the  eity 
of  Salamanca,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  royal 
American  order  of  UaMla  the  Catholic,  decor- 
ated with  the  lys  of  La  Vendue,  kntght-pensioaer 
of  the  royal  and  distinguished  Spanbh  order  of 
Charles  the  Third,  member  of  the  supreme  as- 
sembly of  the  said  royal  order,  of  the  council  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  his  secretary,  with  exer- 

Ieise  of  decrees,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
_  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the  United  States 
of.  America;  and  the  President  of .  the  United 
States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  their  Sen- 
ate, has  appointed  Mr.  John  QLuincy  Adams,  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
Plenipotentiaries,  after,  having  exchanged  their 

E^wers,  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded  the  fol- 
wing  articles : 

Abticlb  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  invio-. 
lable  peace  and  sincere  friendship  between  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  his  successors  and  subjects, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  citizens,  without 
exception  of  persons  or  places. 

Art.  2.  His  Catholic  Majesty,  desiring  to  give 
a  distinguished  proof  of  his  friendship  to  the 
United  States,  cedes  to  them,  in  full  property 
and  sovereignty,  all  the  territories  which  belong 
to  him,  situated  to  the  eastward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, known  by  the  names  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  such  as  they  were  ceded  to  him  by  Qreat 
Britain  in  1783,  and  with  the  limits  bjr  which  they 
are  designated  in  the  treaty  of  limits  and  navi- 

Sition  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United 
tales  on  (he  27th  October,  1795. 

ArtI  3.  The  adjacent  islands  dependent  on 
said  provinces^  places,  public  squares,  pubUe  edi« 
fices,  fortifications,  barracks,  and  other  buiidingi 
which  are  not  the  property  of  some  private  inai« 
vidual,  archives  and  documents  which  relate 
directly  to  the  propertjr  and  sovereignty  of  said 
provinces,  are  included  in  this  article. 

Art.  4.  That  at  no  time  whatever  there  may 
be  any  dispute  or  mistake  in  the  boundaries  which 
shall  separate  in  future  the  territories  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United  Statee 
to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  the  two  l^igh 
contracting  parties  have  agreed  to  fix  them  in 
the  following  manner :  The  boundary  line  be* 
tween  the  two  countries  shall  b^in  on  the  Qulf 
of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabine,  in 
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Uie  sea ;  cootiDuinff  north,  along  tba  middU  of 
that  river,  to  the  thtrty-second  degree  of  latitude ; 
thence,  hy  a  line  doe  north,  to  the  thirty«tbird 
degree  of  latitade,  where  it  strikes  the  Rio  Roxo 
of  Natchitoches,  (Red  river,)  following  the  oonrse 
of  the  Rio  Roxo,  to  the  westward,  to  the  hun- 
dredth degree  of  longitude,  and  thirty*three  and 
one-fovrth  degree  of  latitude,  where  it  crosses  that 
river;  whence,  by  a  line  doe  north,  by  the  said 
oae  hundredth  degree  of  longitude  from  London, 
according  to  Mehsh's  map,  till  it  enters  the  river 
Arkansas ;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  the  Ar- 
kansas, to  the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude ; 
thence,  a  line  shall  be  drawn  to  the  westward, 
bv  the  same  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  source  of 
tne  river  San  Clemente,  or  Multnomah,  follow- 
ing the  course  of  that  river  to  the  forty-third  de' 
gree  of  latitude ;  and  thence,  by  a  line  due  west, 
to  the  Paciic  ocean.  All  the  country  belonging 
to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  iacluded  m  the  paid 
line  to  the  eastwarJ.  His  Majestv  cedes  to  the 
United  Stales,  in  full  property  and  sovereignty, 
forever ;  aa  also  the  islands  in  the  rivers  Sanioe, 
Red  river  of  Natchitoches,  Arkansas,  and  Mult- 
nomah, that  may  be  situated  within  the  limits 
which  are  here  pointed  out:  both  parties  to 
BMintain  the  navigation  of  all  of  them  free  as 
respects  the  paru  thereof  which  constitute  their 
frontiers. 

Art.  5.  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision, 
and  to  place  the  landmarks  which  shall  desig- 
nate exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations,  each  of 
the  eontrscting  parties  shall  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner nod  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet  before  the 
termination  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on 
the  Red  river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the 
said  line  in  conformity  to  what  is  above  agreed 
upon  and  stipulated ;  they  shall  make  out  pUns 
and  keep  journals  of  their  proceedings,  and  the 
result  agreed  upon  by  them  shall  be  considered 
ae  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shell  have  the  same 
fbree  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.  The  two 
Governments  will  amicably  agree  respecting  fbe 
necessary  articles  to  be  furnished  to  these  per- 
sons, and  also  as  to  their  respective  escorts, 
should  such  be  deemed  necessery. 

Aat.  dk  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territo- 
riee  shall  be  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  without  any  restriction ;  and  all  those 
who  may  desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  do- 
minions shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or  export  their 
effects  at  any  time  whatever,  without  heing  sub« 
ject  in  either  case  to  duties. 

AuT.  7.  The  inhabitants  of  the  two  provinces 
aforesaid,  and  thoee  in  all  the  territories  which 
His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States 
bv  this  treaty,  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
01  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  agreea- 
bly to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  privi- 
leges, rights,  and  immunities  of  the  other  States. 
Abt.  8.  The  territories  of  the  two  Floridas, 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  ddivery  which  is  to  be 
made  of  them  to  the  United  States,  should  be 
occupied  by  the  troops  or  authorities  of  the  Re- 


public, shall  be  delivered  to  the  commiasionera 
which  His  Catholic  Majesty  or  the  Captain  Glen* 
eral  of  the  Havana  may  send  for  that  purpose, 
in  order  that  the  said  territories  may  be  delivered 
up  in  a  regular  manner  to  the  commissioners  or 
officers  appointed  by  the  United  States  to  re* 
ceive  them. 

AaT.  9.  All  the  granu  of  lands  made  by  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  authori- 
ties, in  the  aforesaid  territories  of  the  two  Floff- 
idas,  and  others  which  His  Majesty  cedes  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  confirmed  and  acknowl- 
edged as  valid,  excepting  those  arants  which 
mav  have  been  made  after  the  Zith  of  January 
of  last  year,  the  date  that  the  first  propoeals  were 
made  for  the  cession  of  these  provinces,  which 
shall  be  held  null,  in  consideration  of  the  graaC- 
eee  not  hating  complied  with  the  conditions  of 
the  cession. 

Aet.  10.  The  two  contracting  parties,  anima* 
ted  by  the  most  sincere  desire  of  conciliation, 
and  with  a  view  of  eradteating  all  the  dissen- 
sions which  have  existed  between  them,  and  to 
secure  that  good  harmonj  which  they  desire 
perpetually  to  maintain  with  each  other,  recip- 
rocally renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or  inju- 
ries which  they  themselves,  ae  well  as  their  re- 
spective subjects  and  citizens,  may  have  suffered 
until  the  time  of  signing  this  treaty. 

The  renunciation  of  the  United  States  will 
extend — 

1.  To  all  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  con- 
vention of  the  11th  August,  1802* 

2.  To  all  claims  of  prizes  made  by  French 
privateers,  and  condemned  by  French  Consuls, 
within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  Spain. 

3.  To  all  claims  of  indemnities  on  account  of 
the  suspension  of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New 
Orieans. 

4*  And  to  all  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  upon  the  Government  of  Spain,  in 
which  the  interposition  of  the  Gk>vernment  of 
the  United  States  may  have  been  solicited  before 
the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  since  the  date  of  the 
convention  of  1808,  and  whicb  may  have  beea 
made  to  the  Department  of  State  of  thisRepub* 
lie,  or  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  in 
Spain. 

The  renunciation  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
extends— 

1.  To  all  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  con* 
vention  of  the  11th  August  1802. 

2.  To  the  sums  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
advanced  for  the  return  of  Captain  Pike  from 
the  Provincias  Internes. 

3.  To  all  injuries  caused  by  the  expedition  of 
Miranda,  fitted  out  and  equipped  at  New  York. 

4.  To  the  revenue  collected  by  the  United 
States  in  the  territories  of  Florida  that  have 
been  occupied  by  their  troops,  and  to  the  indem- 
nities which  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  entitled  to 
for  the  injuries  caused  to  his  Royal  Crown  by 
those  invasions. 

Finally,  to  ail  claims  of  subjects  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  upon  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
Sutes,  in  which  the  interposition  of  His  Catholic 
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j«sty's  QoTeraiMtit  kas  been  aolieited  before 
the  date  of  this  tieaty,  end  siaee  the  date  of  the 
connTentiott  of  180S,  or  which  may  have  beeo 
made  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  of 
His  Majesty,  or  to  his  MinisteF  in  the  United 
States. 

Art.  11.  The  conrentlon  entered  into  between 
the  two  OoTernflaents  on  the  11th  Atii^st,  1803, 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the 
81st  December,  1818,  is  annnlled  in  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  ininriee 
which  the  United  States  and  their  oitixens  culim } 
it  beiBf  agfeed  between  the  two  high  contract- 
log  parties  that  these  injaries  shall  he  paid  in* 
tegraily  by  the  United  States  fVom  the  ^oceeds 
of  the  pnMie  or  crown  lands  of  the  two  Floridas 
and  otker  territories  ceded  by  His  Maje8t]|r  iif 
this  treatir ;  so  that  bmh  QoTerameats  consider 
all  their  claiois,  and  those  of  their  subjects  and 
citizens,  as  oanoelled  from  this  date,  excepting 
thooe  claims  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  hare  against  Spanish  indiridtiai?,  or 
which  the  latter  may  have  upon  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic. 

Art.  12b  The  treaty  of  limiits  and  navigatioa 
of  17^  rematas  confirmed  in  all  and  each  one  of 
its  articles,  excepting  the  second,  third,  foorth, 
tweniy^rst,  and  the  second  clause  of  the  twenty* 
second  article,  which,  baring  been  altered  by  thiA 
treaty,  are  no  longer  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  fifteenth  arMe  of  the  sama 
treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  of 
1795,  in  which  it  is  stipvhited  that  the  flag  shall 
cover  the  property,  the  two  high  contracting  par> 
ties  agree  that  this  may  be  so  widentood  with 
respect  to  those  Powers  who  recognise  this  prin« 
ciple  i  bat,  if  either  of  the  two  conlfactin|^  par- 
ties shall  he  at  war  with  a  third  pasty,  aiul  the 
other  neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neatral  shall  cover 
the  property  of  enemties  whose  Ooveratnent  ac- 
knowledge this  principle,  and  not  of  others. 

Art.  13.  In  order' to  avoid  frauds,  and  the 
gfreat  evils  which  arise  from  cooeeiding  the  dee* 
tination  of  vessels  bv  oleariag  oat,  in  general 
terms,  for  the  West  Indies,  SfMinisb  main,  fin* 
rdpe^  dboL,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  have 
agreed  that,  in  fntnre,  all  aierehant  vessels  be* 
kNiging  to  their  respective  suli()ectaor  citiaeBe 
shall  be  cleared  out  for  a  special  port,  either  ai 
their  respective  custom-houses  or  in  those  of 
other  Powers,  from  whose  ports  said  vessels  may 
depan  in  continaation  of  their  primiiive  voyage, 
or  in  eaae  they  should  undertake  a  aew  one ;  and 
the  merchant  vessds  of  either  of  the  two  nations 
that,  in  violation  of  their  dearaaces,  should  enter 
other  ports,  wiihoot  justifying  the  motives  which 
induced  them  to  it, or  should  be  met  with  on  the 
high  seas  by  their  vessels  of  war  or  privateeis 
cMred  out  in  violation  of  this  article,  shall  be 
deiataed.  proceeded  against,  and,  upon  convic- 
tion, forreited« 

Art.  14.  In  case  there  shall  be  just  cause  to 
suspect  the  character  of  the  vessels,  or  which 
should  not  be  cleared  out  for  a  specified  port,  as 
is  stipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  or  that  the 
cargo  belongs  to  enemies  of  eithet  of  the  con« 


tracting  parties  whose  Governments  do  not  re* 
cognise  the  principle  that  the  flag  covers  the 
property,  or  which  shall  consist  of  articles  Con* 
traband  of  war,  such  vessels  may  be  detained 
and  sent  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  port 
to  which  the  ship  of  war  or  privateer  that  may 
have  detained  such  a  vessel  belongs,  where  she 
shall  be  adjudged  agreeably  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  the  practice  established  by  other  OHir- 
itrme  Powers.  And  it  is  agreed  that  Adjudica- 
tion shall  be  had  with  the  least  delay  possible } 
and  if  it  shall  be  proved  that  the  detention  of 
capture  was  unjust,  it  shall  not  only  be  the  duty 
of  the  tribunal  where  the  case  was  tried  to  release 
the  vessel  and  cargo,  but  it  shall  decide  the  cor* 
responding  indemnity  for  the  damages  and  tnju^ 
ries  that  may  haTC  been  sustained,  to  be  paid  ny 
the  captors,  and,  in  their  defect,  by  the  Qov«r<^ 
ment  by  wnom  they  shall  be  commissioned. 

Art.  15.  Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  commerce,  by  affording  la 
their  ports  every  necessary  assistance  to  their 
respective  merchant  vessels,  have  agreed  that  the 
sailors  who  shall  desert  from  Ihelr  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  the  other  shaH  be  arrested  and  delivered 
up  at  the  instance  of  the  Consul,  who  shall  prove, 
nevertheless,  that  the  deserters  belong  to  the  ves- 
sels that  claim  them,  exhibiting  the  doeuBMnt 
that  is  customary  in  their  nation ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  Spaaish  Coosol  in  an  American  port 
shall  exhibit  the  roll  of  the  ressel,  and  the  Amer- 
ioan  Consul  in  a  Spanish  port  the  document 
known  by  the  name  of  arUdei;  and  if  th« 
name  of  the  deserter  or  deserters  who  are  claimed 
shall  appear  in  the  one  or  the  other,  they  shall  be 
arrested,  held  in  custody,  and  delivered  to  the 
vessel  which  they  shall  belong. 

Abt.  10.  His  Catholic  Blajesty  having  conde-^ 
scended  to  make  the  cesstoos  to  the  UnitM  States 
which  are  specified  in  the  present  treaty,  in  com- 
pliment to  the  United  States,  with  the  object  of 
caneeilinff  all  the  claims  they  have  demanded  of 
the  Royal  Crown,  the  United  States  will  certify, 
in  due  form,  that  they  have  not  received  any 
compensation  ftom  France  for  the  injuries  they 
snibfed  froutt  her  privateers,  Consuls,  and  tribv- 
nnls,  on  the  ceasu  and  in  the  ports  d'  Spain  i 
and  they  wiU  present  an  authentic  statement  of 
the  prixee  made,  and  of  their  true  value,  thai 
Spam  tony  claim  from  France  the  return  of  this 
amount. 

Art.  17.  It  being  mutttally  advantageous  to 
the  commerce  of  Spain  and  of  the  United  States 
to  faciliute  the  communication  between  both 
nations  for  a  limited  time  in  the  territories  ceded 
bv  this  treaty,  until  they  can  agree  upon  the  reg* 
nktions  relating  to  commerce  which  may  be 
best  adapted  to  favor  the  same,  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  agree  that  Spanish  vessels 
which  may  arrive  loaded  solely  with  the  pro- 
duce or  manufactnres  of  Spain^  directly  from  the 
ports  or  colonies,  shall  be  admitted  into  all  the 
ports  of  Uie  two  Floridas  that  may  be  lawfully 
open  to  the  trade  of  other  nations,  for  the  space 
of  twelve  vears,  without  paying  more  duties  for 
their  produce  or  merchandise,  or  greater  ton* 
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BAffe  daty,  Ihaa  whtt  are  paid  by  yesiels  of  the 
United  States. 

Doring  said  time  no  other  nation  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  privileges  in  the  ceded  territo- 
ries. The  twelve  vears  shall  begin  three  months 
after  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  present 
treaty ;  at  the  expiration  of  said  time,  Spanish 
vessels  shall  be  received  in  said  territories  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  most  favored  nations. 

Art.  18.  The  present  treatv  shall  not  be  in 
force  nntil  ratified  in  due  form  by  the  contracting 
parties ;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exehanged 
m  six  months  from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten  Plen- 
ipotentiaries of  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  signed,  by  virtue 
of  our  powers,  the  present  treatv  of  friendship  aod 
limits,  and  have  thereunto  amxed  our  seals.  re« 
spectively. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  —  day  of  February, 
1819. 


Counier  projet  of  a  treaty,  communieaied  by3ir.  Ad' 
anu  to  Don  Jam  de  OnU  the  I2th  of  Februan/, 
1819. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  desiring  to  consolidate,  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  the  friendship  and  good  correspond- 
ence which  happily  prevail  between  the  two  par- 
ties^ have  determined  to  settle  and  terminate  all 
tkeir  differences  and  pretensions,  by  a  treaty, 
which  shall  designate  with  precision  the  Itmiu 
of  their  respective  bordering  territories  in  North 
America. 

With  this  intention,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  furnished  with  their  full  powers 
John  ^uincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
said  United  States;  and  His  Catholic  Majesty 
kas  appointed  the  most,  excellent  Lord  DonXiuis 
de  Onis  Goozaies  Lopez  y  Vara,  Lord  of  the  town 
of  Rayaces,  perpetual  regidor  of  the  corporation 
of  the  city  oi  Salamanca,  knight  grand  cross  of 
the  royal  American  order  of  Isabella  the  Catho- 
lic, decorated  with  the  lys  of  La  Vendue,  knight- 
pensioner  of  the  royal  aod  distinguished  Spanish 
order  of  Charles  the  Third,  member  of  the  Su- 
preme Assembly  of  the  said  royal  order,  of  the 
council  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  his  Secretary, 
with  exercise  of  decrees,  and  his  Bnvoy  Exua- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the 
United  States  of  America. 

And  the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  after  having 
exchanged  their  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and 
concluded  the  following  articles : 

Articlb  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  inviola- 
ble peace  and  sincere  friendship  between  the 
Uniteu  States  aiid  their  citizens,  and  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  his  successors  and  subjects,  without 
exception  of  persons  or  places. 

Abt.  2.  His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the 
United  States,  in  full  property  and  sovereignty, 
all  the  territories  which  belong  to  him,  situatecl 
to  the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the 
names  of  East  and  West  Florida.  The  adjacent 
islands,  dependent  on  said  provinces,  all  public 


lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifices, 
fortifications,  barracks, and  other  buildings,  which 
are  not  private  property,  archives  and  documents, 
which  relate  directly  to  the  property  and  sover* 
eignty  of  said  provinces,  are  included  in  this  ar- 
ticle. The  saia  archives  and  documenu  shall  be 
left  in  possession  of  the  commissioners  or  officers 
of  the  United  States  duJy  authorized  to  receive 
them. 

Art.  3.  The  boondarjr  line  between  the  two 
countries,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  shall  begin  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sabine,  in  the  sea ;  continuing  north,  along  the 
western  bank  of  that  river,  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  latitude  $  thence,  by  a  line  doe  north, 
to  the  degree  of  latitude  where  it  strikes  the  Rio 
Roxo  of  Natchitoches,  or  Red  river;  thence,  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  the  Rio  Roxo  westward,  to 
the  degree  of  longitude  one  hundred  and  two 
degrees  west  from  London,  and  twenty-five  de- 

Srees  from  Washington ;  then,  crossing  the  said 
Led  river,  and  running  thence;  by  a  line  due 
north,  to  the  river  Arunsas;  tnence,  following 
the  course  o^tbe  southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas, 
to  its  source,  in  latitude  fortv-one  degrees  north ; 
and  thence,  by  the  parallel  of  latitude,  to.  the 
South  sea:  the  whole  being  as  laid  down  in  Me- 
lish's  map  of  the  United  States,  published  in 
Philadelphia,  improved  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1818.    But,  if  the  source  of  the  Arkansas  river 
should  be  found  to  fall  north  or  south  of  latitude 
forty-one  degrees,  then  the  line  shall  run  from 
the  said  source  due  south  or  north,  as  the  case 
may  be,  till  it  meets  the  said  parallel  of  latitude 
forty-one  degrees;  and  thence,  along  the  said 
parallel,  to  the  South  sea;  the  Sabine  and  the 
said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers,  and  all  the  islands 
in  the  same,  throughout  the  course  thus  de- 
scribed, to  belong  to  the  United  Stales;  and  the 
western  bank  of  the  Sabine,  and  the  southern 
banks  of  the  •  said  Red   and  Arkansas  rivers, 
throughout  the  line  thus  described,  to  belong  to 
Spain.    And  the  United  States  hereby  cede  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty  all  their  rights,  claims,  and 
pretensions  to  the  territories  lying  west  and  south 
of  the  above  described  line ;  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty  cedes  to  the  said  United  States  all  his 
rights,  claims,  and  pretensions  to  any  territories 
east  and  north  of  tlw  said  line,  and,  for  himself, 
bis  heirs,  and  successors,  renounces  all  claim  to 
the  said  territories  forever. 

Art.  4.  To  fix.  this  line  with  more  precision, 
and  tp  plaee  the  landmarks  which  shall  desig^- 
nate  exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations,  each  of 
the  contracting  parties  shall  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet,  before  the 
termination  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on 
the  Red  river,  aod  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the 
said  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  the 
Red  river,  and  from  the  Red  river  to  the  rirer 
Arkansas,  and  to  ascertain  the  latitude  of  the 
source  of  the  said  river  Arkansas,  in  cooformity 
to  what  is  above  agreed  upon  and  stipulated ; 
thev  shall  make  out  plans  and  keep  journals  of 
their  proceedings,  and  the  result  agreed  upon  by 
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them  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  this  treaty, 
and  shall  have  the  same  force  as  if  it  were  in- 
serted therein.  The  two  Governments  will  am* 
icably  agree  respecting  the  necessary  articles  to 
be  furnished  to  those  persons,  and  also  as  to  their 
respectire  escorts,  should  such  be  deemed  ne- 
•cessary. 

Art.  5.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territo- 
ries shall  be  secared  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  without  any  restriction;  and  all  those 
who  desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  dominions 
shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or  export  their  effects 
at  any  time  whatever,  without  oeing  subject,  in 
either  cases,  to  duties. 

ABT.6b  The  inhabitants  of  the  territories  which 
His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States 
by  this  treaty  shall  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  prtBciples  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
-all  the  privileges,  rights,  and>  immunities  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  7.  The  officers  and  troops  of  His  Catho* 
lie  Majesty  in  the  territories  hereby  ceded  by 
him  to  the  United  States  shall  be  withdrawo, 
and  possession  of  th(^  places  occupied  by  them 
shall  be  given,  within  six  months  after  the  rati- 
fication of  this  treaty,  or  sooner  if  possible,  by 
the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  the  com* 
mlssicuiers  or  officers  of  the  United  States  duly 
appointed  to  receive  them. 

Art.  8.  AH  grants  of  land  made  by  or  in  the 
name  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  the  aforesaid 
territories,  after  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  shall 
be  held  null,  the  conditions  of  the  ^id  grants 
not  having  been  performed  by  the  grantees.   All 

grants  made  before  that  date  by  nis  Catholic 
lajesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  authorities,  in  the 
said  territories,  the  conditions  of  which  shall 
have  been  performed  bjr  the  grantees  accordiuff  to 
the  tenor  of  the  respective  grants,  and  none  other, 
shall  be  confirmed  and  acknowledged  as  valid. 

Art.  9.  The  two  contracting  parties  recipro- 
cally renounce  alt  claims  for  damages  or  injuries 
which  they  themselves,  as  well  as  their  respect- 
ive citizens  and  subjects,  may  have  suffered,  until 
the  time  of  signing  this  treaty. 

The  renonciation  of  the  United  States  will 
extend — 

1.  To  all  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  con- 
vention of  the  lltb  of  August,  1802. 

2.  To  all  claims  on  account  of  prizes  made  by 
French  privateers,  and  condemned  by  French 
Consuls,  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of 
Spain. 

3.  To  all  claims  of  indemnities  on  account  of 
the  suspension  of  the  right  of  deposire  at  New 
Orleans  in  1802. 

4.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  Government  of  Spain,  arising 
from  the  unlawful  seizures  at  sea,  and  irom  the 
unlawful  seizure  of  vessels  or  cargoes  belonging 
.to  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  and 
territories  of  Spain  or  the  Spanish  coloiiies. 

The  renunciation  of  His  CaMioUc  Majesty  ex- 
tends— 


I     1.  To  all  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  con- 
vention of  the  lith  August,  1802. 

2.  To  the  sums  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
advanced  for  the  return  of  Captain  Pike  from 
the  Provincias  Internas. 

3.  To  all  injuries  caused  by  the  expedition  of 
Miranda,  that  was  fitted  out  and  equipped  at 
New  York. 

Finally,  to  all  the  claims  of  subjects  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  the  interposition  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  Government  has  been  solicited 
before  the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  since  the  date 
of  the  convention  of  1802,  or  which  may  have 
been  made  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs 
of  His  Majesty,  or  to  his  Minister  in  the  United 
States. 

And  the  high  contracting  parties  respectively 
renounce  all  claim  to  indemnities  for  any  of  the 
recent  events  or  transactions  of  their  respective 
commanders  and  officers  in  the  Floridas. 

Art.  10.  The  convention  entered  into  between 
the  two  Governmefits  on  the  11th  August,  1802, 
the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the 
21st  December,  1818,  is  annulled. 

Art.  11.  The  United  States,  exonerating  Spain 
from  all  demands  in  future  on  account  of^the 
claims  of  their  citizens  to  which  the  renuncia« 
tions  herein  contained  extend,  undertake  to  make 
satisfaction  for  the  same  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  of  dollars.  To  ascertain 
the  full  amount  and  validity  of  these  claims,  a 
commission,  to  consist  of  three  commissioners, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  appointea 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate ;  which  commission  shall 
meet  at  the  city  of  Washioffton,  and,  within  the 
space  of  three  years  from  the  time  of  their  first 
meeting,  shall  receive^  examine,  and  decide  upoa 
the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  inclu- 
ded within  the  <  descriptions  above  mentioned. 
The  said  commissioners  shall  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation,  to  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their 
proceedings;  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  dis- 
charge of  their  duties;  and,  in  case  of  the  death, 
sickness,  or  necessary  absence  of  any  such  com- 
missioner, his  place  may  be  supplied  by  the  ap- 
pointment as  aforesaid,  or  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  of 
another  commissioner  in  his  stead.  The  said 
commissioners  shall  be  authorized  to  hear  and 
examine,  on  oath,  every  question  relative  to  the 
said  claims,  and  to  receive  all  suitable  authentic 
testimony  concerninr  the  same;  and  the  Spanish 
<9overnment  shall  furnish  all  such  documents 
&fid  elucidations  as  may  be  in  their  possession, 
for  the  adjustment  of  said  claims,  according  to 
the  principles  of  justice,  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  two 
parties  of  27th  October.  1795 ;  the  said  documents 
to  be  specified  when  aemaoded  at  the  instance 
of  the  said  commissioners. 

The  payment  of  such  claims  as  ma^  be  admit- 
ted and  adjusted  by  the  said  commissioners,  oc 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  an  amount  not  exceed* 
ing  five  millions  of  doilary,  shall  be  made  by  tha 
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Unittd  Suttt,  either  immediately  nt  their  Trea- 
•ury,  or  b^  the  erection  of  stock  bearing  aa  in- 
terest of  SIX  per  oentum  per  annum,  payable  from 
the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands  within  the 
territories  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States,  or 
in  soch  other  'manner  as  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  may  prescribe  by  law. 

The  records  or  the  proceedings  of  tbe  said 
cammissionersy  together  with  Touchers  and  doca- 
ments  produced  nefore  them,  relatiTe  to  the 
claims  to  be  adjusted  and  decided  upon  by  them, 
■ball,  aften  the  close  of  their  transactions,  be  <le« 
posited  in  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  copies  of  them,  or  any  part  of  them, 
•hall  be  furnished  to  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  if 
required,  at  the  demand  or  the  Spanish  Minister 
in  the  United  States. 

AsT.  12.  The  treaty  of  limits  and  navigation 
of  1795  remains  confirmed  in  all  and  each  one  of 
its  articles,  excepting  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
twenty-first,  and  the  second  clause  of  the  twenty- 
second  article ;  which}  having  been  i^tered  by  this 
treaty,  or  having  received  their  entire  execution, 
are  no  longer  viQld. 

With  respect  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  same 
treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  of 
1795,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the  flag  shall 
cover  the  property,  the  two  high  cootraotinff  par- 
ties agree  that  this  shall  be  sp  understood  with 
respect  to  those  Powers  who  recognise  thu  prin- 
ciple. But,  if  either  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties shall  be  at  war  with  a  third  party,  and  the 
other  neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neutral  shall  cover 
the  property  of  enemies  whose  Governments  ac- 
knowledge this  principle,  and  not  of  others. 

Abt.  13.  Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  commerce,  by  a£fording  in 
their  ports  every  necessary  assistance  to  their  re- 


spective Dteichant  vessels,  have  agreed  that  the 
sailors  who  shall  desert  from  their  vessets  in  the 
ports  of  the  other  shall  be  arrested  and  delivered 
up  at  the  insunce  of  the  Consul,  who  shall  prove, 
nevertheless,  that  the  deserters  belong  to  the  ve»- 
sels  that  claim  them,  exhibiting  the  document 
that  is  customary  in  their  nation ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  American  Consul  in  a  Spanish  port  shall  ex- 
hibit the  document  known  by  the  name  oif  orti- 
cUm,  and  the  Spanish  Consul  in  aa  Amarioaa 
port  the  roll  of  the  vessel;  and  if  the  name  of  the 
deserter  or  deserters  who  are  claimed  shall  ap- 
pear in  the  one  or  the  otber,  they  shall  be  arrested, 
held  in  custody,  and  be  delivered  to  the  vessel  to 
which  they  shall  belong. 

Aar.  14.  The  United  States  hereby  certify 
that  they  have  not  received  aay  oompeasatlon 
from  France  for  the  injuries  they  suffered  from 
her  privateers,  consuls,  and  tribunals,  on  the 
coasts  and  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  for  the  satislao- 
tion  of  which  provision  is  made  by  this  treaty  | 
and  they  will  present  an  authentic  statement  of 
the  prizes  made,  and  of  their  true  value,  that 
Spain  may  avail  herself  of  the  saoM,  in  such 
manner  as  she  may  deem  just  and  proper. 

Art.  15.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratlAecl, 
in  due  form,  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months 
from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible* 

In  witness  whereof,  the  underwritten  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States  of  America  ana  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  have  signed,  by  virtue  of 
their  powers,  the  present  treaty  of  amity,  settle- 
ment, and  limits,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  their 
seals,  respectively. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  — '—  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819. 


^ap$r  received  by  the  Secretary  ifStaUfrom  Mr.  Byde  de  NeumUe,  IQth  A6nio7y, 
Bimarki  of  ike  Cfmalier  de  Onis.  Jt^marke  qf  the  SecretiMry  of  Sti 


AuT.  1.  Agreed  to."*^ 

Abt.  2.  Requires  a  more  explicit  explanation.* 
AnT.  3.  The  Chevalier  de  Onis  requires  that 
the  boundary  between  the  two  countries  shall  be 
the  middle  of  the  rivers,  and  that  the  navigation 
«f  the  said  rivers  shall  be  common  to  both  na- 
tions. 


The  Secretary  of  State  maintains  that  the 
United  ,8tates  have  always  intended  that  the 
property  of  the  river  should  belong  to  thaqi*  He 
insists  on  this  point,  as  an  essential  condition,  at 
the  means  of  avoiding  all  collision,  and  as  a  ptin- 


t  Mr.  De  Onis  being  tt  this  time  confined  bj  indisposition,  at  his  request  Mr.  Hyde  de  NeaviUe  hsd  a  peiw 
sonal  interview  with  the  Secrettiy  of  State  en  the  15th  oi  Febmery,  at  which  there  wes  a  full  and  free  di^ 
cussion  of  the  projet  of  Mr.  De  Onis,  delivered  Fehraaiy  9th,  and  of  the  conntsr-projet  communicated  by  him 
to  Mr.  De  Onis,  Febmery  18th.  Immediately  after  this  interview,  Mr.  De  Neuville  reduced  to  writing  this 
psper,  in  which  are  npted  the  objections  of  Mr.  De  Onis  to  parts  of  the  counter-projet,  the  replies  to  those 
objections  by  the  Secretary  of  Bute,  and  the  points  to  which  both  parties  were  agreed.  He  sent  a  copy  of  the 
paper  the  next  morning  to  the  Secretaqr  of  State,  and  another  copy  to  Mr.  De  Onie»  Being  intended  merely 
as  a  private  minute,  that  both  parties  might  be  satisfied  of  the  correctness  in  wluch  their  respective  remarks 
were  stated,  it  was  drawn  up  partly  in  Frendi,  and  partly  in  our  own  language.  The  passages  here  marked 
with  asterisks  are  in  English  in  the  original  paper.    The  rest  is  translated. 

The  minutes  upon  the  eighth  article,  compared  with  the  draught  in  the  projet  of  Mr.  De  Onis,  vrith  fliat  of 
the  eounter-projet  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  .and  with  the  article  as  finally  expressed  in  the  treaty,  fcHy  cfai- 
eidate  the  understanding  of  the  parties  that  the  grants  of  land  dated  before,  as  well  as  after  the  %i^  Jannoy, 
laia,  were  annulled,  excepting  those  upon  whi<&  settlements  had  been  commenced,  the  oompletaon  ef  which 
kwd  been  prevented  by  the  drcnmstances  of  Spain,  and  the  recent  revolutions  in  Europe. 
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eiple  adopted  beoeeforth  by  the  Union  in  its  trea« 
ties  with  iu  neighbors.    He  n^eesi  however^ 
tbac  the  nevigation  of  the  said  rirers  to  the  sck 
shall  be  eommon  to  both  people.    The  Seeretaij 
of  State  coneeires  that  in  this«eiaose  there  is 
nothing  hvmrltating  to  Spain,  as  seemed  to  be 
thought ;  since  it  is  not  intended  to  impose  on  her 
an  onerous  siipttlation,  bat  to  fix  a  territoiini 
limit,  which,  in  fact,  micht  be  extended  bevond 
the  rirers  mentioned.    He  considers  this  claiise 
as  indispensable^  and  as  eminentlf  calculated  to 
preeerre  a  good  understanding  between  the  two 
people. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  agrees  to  ihe  one  hun-       Agreed, 
dredth  degree  of  longitude,  and  to  remove  all 
difficulties^  to  admit  the  forty-second  instead  of 
the  forty-third  degree  of  latitude,  from  the  Ar- 
kansas to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

AsT.  4.  Agreed,  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State. 
Art.  5.  Agreed. 
Art.  6.  Agreed. 

Art.  7.  Agreed ,  with  the  add  ition  that  the  Uni-       Agreed, 
ted  States  shall  furnish  transports  and  the  neces- 
sary escort  for  conveying  the  aforesaid  troops  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  their  baggage,  to  the 
Havana.* 

Art.  8.  This  article  cannot  be  varied  from       Agreed,  with  the  following  explanation :  that 
what  is  contained  in  the  Chevalier's  proiet^as  the    all  grants  of  land  which  shaU  not  be  annulled  by 
object  of  the  last  clause  therein  is  merely  to  save    this  conventiou  are  valid  to  the  same  extent  as 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  sovereigi^ty  of  His,  they  are  binding  on  His  Catholic  Majesty.*^ 
Catholic  Majesty.* 

Remarks.— The  SecreUry  of  State  obeenred  to  me  that  the  Federal  Qoremment  would  most 
assuredly  never  entertain  the  idea  of  disturbing  individuals  who  were  vested  with  a  bcnaJUie  title 
to  their  property ;  but,  as  a  treaty  ought  not  to  cover  fraudulent  practices,  so  no  more  ooold  be 
asked  of  the  United  States  than  could  be  offered  by  His  Catholic  Majesty;  that,  being  in  this  case 
substituted  for  His  Majesty,  they  would  scrupulously  fulfil  their  engagements;  but  that  more  cmild 
not  be  expected  of  them. 

The  Secretary  of  State  even  proposes,. if  Mr.  De  Qnis  wishes  it,  that  the  article  shall  be  inseictd 
in  the  treaty,  as  proposed  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  on  condition  that  the  above  explanation  aball 
be  given  in  the  form  of  a  note.  The  Federal  Qo vernmeot,  onwiHiaij^  to  leave  anythmg  in  a  state 
of  doubt  or  uncertainty,  only  wishes  to  place  on  the  most  secure  footing  whatever  is  just  and  hon- 
orable, and  is,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  satisfied  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  neither  asks  nor 
wishes  more. 

Art.  9.  Mr.  De  Gois  requires  that  the  article 
should  run  thus: 

"  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States       Agreed.* 
upon  the  Qovernment  of  Spain  arising  from  [uo] 
lawful  seizures  at  sea,  and  in  the  ports  or  territo- 
ries of  His  Catholic  jtfajesty  in  Spain  or  in  his 
colonies.'** 

And  the  high  contracting  parties  respectively 
renounce  all  claims  to  indemnities  for  any  of  the 
recent  events  or  transactions  of  their  respective 
commanders  and  officers  in  the  Floridae.* 

To  the  above  claim  Mr.  De  Onis  adds  that  the  Agreed.* 
United  States  will  satisfy  all  the  just  claims 
which  the  inhabitants  and  Spanish  omoen  of  the 
Floridas  may  have  upon  them  in  consequence  of 
the  damages  they  may  have  sustained  by  the 
operations  and  proeeedinffs  of  the  American 
army,  as  is  castomar^r  with  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  under  similar  circumstances.* 

Art.  10.  Agreed,  as  it  is  proposed'  by  the  Sec-       Agreed.* 
retary  of  State.* 
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Abt.  11.  The  Che? alier  deaires  that  the  slipu- 
jAtioD  of  five  millions  of  dollars  contained  in  tois 
article  may  be  stricken  oat,  for  he  is  aware  that 
the  territories  ceded  are  sufficient  to  pay  triple 
that  sum ;  and,  by  affreein^  to  that  stipulation,  it 
would  appear  that  Bpain,  in  consideration  only 
of  the  said  amount,  has  ceded  the  two  Floridas 
tnd  other  territories,  when  she  would  not  have 
ceded  them  for  twentv-  millions  were  it  not  her 
desire  to  arrange  and  terminate  all  differences 
with  the  United  States. 

The  remaining  parts  of  this  article  are  agreed 
to.* 

Abt8.  12, 13, 14,  and  15.  Agreed.* 

Art.  16. 


The  Secretary  of  State  does  not  appear  to  find 
a  positive  oMection  to  agreeing  to  the  alteration 
required.  However,  as  he  conceives  this  article 
to  be  more  important  to  the  United  Slates  than 
to  Spain,  he  will  examine  the  question,  and  see 
whether  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Spain  may 
or  may  not  be  agreed  to. 


Agreed.* 


REMARK8.*-This  article,  which  I  have  not  before  me,  is  I  believe,  that  in  which  Mr.De  Ooisre* 
quires  that  American  vessels  shall  only  receive  clearances  for  a  s]>ecified  port.  It  appears  that  this 
article  cannot  be  assented  to  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  is,  therefore,  as  observed  by  Mr. 
Adams,  wholly  inadmissible  in  the  present  treaty. 

Abt.  17.  Mr.  De  On  is  requires  that  Spanish        Agreed,  as  to  the  ports  of  St.  Augustine  and 
vessels  shall  be  admitted  for  twelve  years  into  all    Pensacola. 
the  ports  of  the  ceded  territories  upon  the  same 


Agreed. 
Refused. 


footing  as  the  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  no  nation  shall  enioy  the  like  privilege 
during  the  said  term  of.  tweive  years. 

3.  That,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term, 
Spanish  vessels  shall  oe  received  in  said  territo- 
ries on  the  same  footing  as  the  most  favored 
nations. 

N.  B.  It  is  agreed  by  both  parties  that  the  articles  stipulating  the  cession  of  the  Floridiis  shall  be 
•0  framed  as  to  cover  the  honor  of  both  countries,  and  prove  that  the  treaty  is  an  amicable  transac- 
tion, divested  of  all  mental  reservations,  disguise,  or  recrimination. 

The  writer  of  these  hasty  notes  believes  that  he  perfectly  comprehended,  and  has  faithfully  stated, 
the  conversation  he  had  this  morning  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

He  will  be  equally  attentive  in  stating  to-morrow  the  answer  of  the  Minister  of  Spain.  He  flat- 
ten himself  that  all  obstacles  are  nearly  removed,  and  he  deems  it  no  small  satisfaction  in  having 
been  invited,  by  the  confidence  manifested  in  him  by  both  parties,  to  co-operate,  however  feebly,  in 
an  event  which  cannot  fail  to  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  peace  and  happiness  of  both 
hemispheres.  Q.  H.  DE  N. 

Wasbinoton,  Fihruary  15, 1819. 


J6*.  De  NeanUe  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  February  Ifi,  1819. 

Mr.  De  Nenville  has  the  honor  to  present  his 
respects  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  to  enclose  the  state- 
ment hastily  drawn  up  by  him  yesterday  evening. 
Mr.  De  Neuville  believes  he  has  omitted  nothing 
of  what  Mr.  Adams  did  him  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  him.  He  will  see  Mr.  De  Oois  to- 
day at  one  o'clock,  and  afterwards,  that  is,  be- 
tween two  and  threes  he  will  call  at  the  office  of 
the  Department^  and  hand  to  Mr.  Adams  the 

Erojet  sent  by  him  to  Mr.  De  Onis.  Mr.  De  N. 
opes  that  Mr.  De  Onis  will  remove  the  remain- 
ing unimportant  difficulties^  for  which  nothing 
on  the  part  of  Nr.  De  N.  will  be  omitted.  He 
avails  himself  with  pleasure  of  this  occasion  to 
offer  to  Mr.  Adams  the  renewed  assurances  of 
his  high  consideration. 


James  Monroe,  PrenderU  (f  the  United  States 
qf  America,  to  all  whom  iheee  preeents  ehcUl 
concern^  Greeting: 

Enow  ye,  that  I  have  given  and  granted,  and 
do  hereby  give  and  grant,  to  John  Q^uincy  Adams. 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  full 
power  and  authority,  and  also  a  general  and  spe- 
cial command,  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  residing  in  the  United 
States,  being  furnished  with  the  like  full  powers 
of  and  concerning  the  limits  between  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  and  those  of  his  said 
Catholic  Majesty  in  North  America,  and  any 
mutual  cessions  of  part  of  the  same ;  ot  and  con- 
cerning all  matters  of  difference  between  the  said 
United  States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  con- 
cerning the  relations  of  navigation  and  commerce 


*  The  pessigei  maiked  thus  (*)  are  in  English  ia  the  p^r  received  fiom  Mr.  T>t  Neuville. 
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between  the  said  United  States  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty ;  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  toDchio^  the 
premises,  for  the  final  ratification  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  if  such  advice  and 
consent  be  given. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affix- 
ed.   Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of 
[l.  8«]   Washington,  the  sixteenth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, A.  D.  1819,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  forty-third. 

JAMSS  MONROE. 
By  the  President: 

JOim  a.  ADAMS, 

SecreCary  qf  State. 

FuU  power  of  the  <Kiw  of  Spain  to  Don  Luii  de 

Don  Ferdinand,  by  the  grace  of  Qod,  King, 
dbc,  dbc.,  dbc,  desiring  to  consolidate  the  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding  which  happily 
prevail  between  my  kingdoms  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  through  the  mutual  interests 
existing  between  the  two  Qovernments,  and  re- 

Sosinff  full  confidence  in  yon,  Don  Luis  de  Oni^, 
[night  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  order  of 
Charles  III.,  and  my  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  by  reason  of 
your  fidelity,  distinguished  zeal,  and  ai)proved 
capaeity,  in  the  arduous  concerns  committed  to 
you,  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant, 
to  yoii  full  power,  in  the  most  ample  form,  to 
treat,  of  yourself,  and  without  other  intermediate 
anthority,  with  snch  person  or  persons  as  may  be 
aathorized  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  principles  of  the  most  perfect  equality 
and  fitness,  to  conclude  and  sign  a  treaty  of  ami- 
ty, whereby  past  differences  may  be  adjusted,  and 
a  arm  and  lasting  peace  established  between  the 
two  Gk>vernments;  obliging  ourselves,  as  we  do 
hereby  oblige  ourselves  ana  premise,  on  the  faith 
and  word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify^  and  fulfil, 
and  to  cause  to  be  inviolably  observed  and  fulfilled, 
whatsoever  may  \k  stipulated  and  signed  by  you; 
to  which  intent  and  purpose  I  grant  you  all  au- 
thority and  full  power,  m  the  most  ample  form, 
thereby  and  of  right  required. 

la  faith  whereof,  we  have  given  command  to 
isene  the  present,  signed  with  our  royal  hand, 
sealed  with  our  privy  seal,  and  countersigned  by 
our  underwritten  first  Secretary  of  State,, and  of 
universal  despatch. 

Given  at  Madrid,  the  10th  day  of  September, 
1816. 

r,    .n  FERDINAND. 

l*"  '-J  PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 


Theaty  of  AmUy,  Settlements  and  Limitef  between 
the    UnUed  Statee  of  America  and  Hie  CathoUe 


The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  desiring  to  consolidate,  on  a  perma- 
nent basiS|  the  friendship  and  good  correspond* 
enee   which  happily  prevail  Mtween  the  two 


parties,  have  determined  to  settle  and  terminate 
all  their  differences  and  pretensioDs  by  a  treaty, 
which  shall  designate,  with  precision,  the  limits 
of  their  respective  bordering  territories  in  North 
America. 

With  this  intention,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  furnished  with  their  full  powers 
John  Q,nincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
said  United  States,  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  has 
appointed  the  most  excellent  Lord  Don  Luis  de 
Onis  Gonzales  Lopez  y  Vara,  Lord  of  the  town 
of  Rayaces,  perpetual  regidor  of  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Salamanca,  Knight  mnd  cross  of 
the  royal  American  order  of  Isabella,  the  Catho- 
lic, decorated  with  the  lys  of  La  yend6e,  knight- 
pensioner  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  order  of 
Charles  III.,  member  of  the  supreme  assembly  of 
the  said  royal  order,  of  the  council  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  his  secretary,  with  exercise  of  de- 
crees, and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  near  the  United  States  of 
America. 

And  the  said  plenipotentiaries,  after  having  ex* 
changed  their  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  con- 
cluded the  following  articles: 

Abtiolb  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  inviola- 
ble peace  and  sincere  friendship  between  the  Uni-~ 
ted  Slates  and  their  citizens,  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty  and  subjects,  without  exception  of  per- 
sons or  places* 

Art.  2.  His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the 
United  States,  in  foil  property  and  sovereignty, 
all  the  territories  which  belong  to  him,  situated  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the 
names  of  East  and  West  Florida.  The  adjacent 
islands  dependent  on  said  provinces,  all  public 
lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifices, 
fortifications^  barracks,  and  other  buildings,  which 
are  not  private  property,  archives,  and  doeameuts, 
which  relate  directljr  to  the  property  and  sove- 
reignty of  said  provinces,  are  included  in  this  ar- 
ticle. The  said  archives  and  documents  shall  be 
left  in  possession  of  the  commissioners  or  officers 
of  the  United  States  duly  anthorizni  to  receive 
them. 

Abt.  3.  The  boondarjr  line  between  the  two 
countries  west  of  the  Mississippi,  shall  b^in  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sabine,  in  the  sea;  continuing  north,  along  the 
western  bank  of  that  river,  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  latitude ;  thenc^  by  a  line  due  north, 
to  the  degree  of  latitude  where  it  strikes  the  Rio 
Roxo  of  Natchitoches,  or  Red  river ;  then,  follow- 
ing the  course  of  the  Rio  Roxo,  westward,  to  the 
degree  of  longitude  one  hundred  west  from  Lon- 
don, and  twenty-three  from  Washington ;  thep, 
crossing  the^said  Red  river,  and  running  thence, 
by  a^iine  due  north,  to  the  river  Arkansas;  thence, 
following  the  course  of  the  southern  bank  of  the 
Arkansas  to  its  source,  in  latitude  forty-rwo  de- 
grees north ;  and  thence,  by  that  parallel  of  lati- 
tude, to  the  South  sea;  the  whole  being  as  laid 
down  in  Melish's  map  of  the  United  States,  pub- 
lished at  Philadelphia,  improved  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1618.  But  if  the  source  of  the  Arkansas 
river  shall  be  found  to  fail  north  or  sooth  of  lati- 
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tode  forty-two  degrees,  tlwo  the  line  shall  rao 
from  the  said  source,  dae  south  or  north,  as  the 
case  may  be,  till  it  meets  the  said  parallel  of  lai* 
itude  of  forty-two  dcsrees ;  and  thence,  alonff  the 
said  parallel,  to  the  South  sea ;  all  the  islands  in 
the  Sabine,  and  the  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rirers, 
throughout  the  course  thus  described,  to  belong 
to  the  United  States;  but  the  use  of  the  waters, 
and  the  oavigation  ef  the  Babiae  to  the  sea,  and 
of  the  said  rivers  Roxo  and  Arkansas,  throughout 
the  extent  of  the  said  boundary,  on  their  respect- 
ive banks,  shall  be  common  to  the  respective 
inhabitants  of  both  nations.  The  two  high  con* 
tractia^  parties  agree  to  cede  and  renounce  all 
their  rignte^  claims,  and  pretensions  to  the  terri- 
tories described  by  the  said  line,  that  is  to  say : 
The  United  States  hereby  cede  to  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  and  renounce  forever,  all  the  rights, 
claims,  and  pretensions,  to  the  territories  lyinff 
west  and  south  of  the  above  described  line ;  and, 
in  like  manner.  His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to 
the  said  United  States  all  his  rights,  claims,  aad 
pretensions  to  any  territories  east  and  north  of 
the  said  line,  and,  for  himself^  his  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, renounces  all  claim  to  the  said  territories 
forever. 

AsT.  4.  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision, 
and  to  place  the  landmarks  which  shall  designate 
exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations,  each  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  appoint  a  commissioner 
and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet,  before  the  ter- 
mination of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  at  Natchitoehee,  on  Red 
river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  said  line, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  the  Red  river, 
and  from  the  Red  river  to  tbe  river  Arkansas, 
and  to  ascertain  the  latitude  of  the  source  of  the 
said  river  Arkansas,  in  conformity  to  what  is 
above  agreed  upon  and  stipulated  and  the  line  of 
latitude  forty-two  degrees,  to  the  South  sea ;  they 
shall  mi^e  out  plans  and  keep  journals  of  their 
iproceedings,  and  the  result  agreed  upon  by  them 
shall  be  considered  as  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shall 
have  Che  same  force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein. 
The  two  Qovernmenu  will  amicably  agree  respect- 
ing the  necessary  articles  to  be  furnished  to  those 
persons,  and  also  to  their  respective  escorts,  should 
such  be  deemed  necessary. 

Abt.  ft.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territo- 
ries shall  be  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  without  any  restriction ;  and  all  those 
who  may  desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  domin- 
ions shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or  export  their 
effects  at  any  time  whatever,  without  being  sub- 
ject, in  either  case,  to  duties. 

Art.  6.  The  inhabitants  of  the  territories  which 
His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States 
bv  this  treaty,  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
or  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileses,  rights,  and  immunities,  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

AxT.  7.  The  officers  and  uoope  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  in  the  territories  herebjr  ceded  by  him 
10  Ithe  United  States  shall  be  withdrawn,  and 


possession  of  the  places  occupied  by  them  shall 
be  given  within  six  months  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  sooner  if  pos- 
sible, by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
the  commissioners  or  officers  of  the  United  States 
duly  appointed  to  receive  them ;  and  the  United 
States  shall  farntsh  the  transports  aad  escort  ne- 
cessary to  convey  the  Spaoisn  officers  aad  troops 
and  their  bsggage  to  the  Havana. 

Art.  8.  All  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the 
Mth  of  January,  1818,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
or  by  his  lawftil  authorities,  in  the  said  territories 
ceded  by  His  Majesty  to  the  United  States,  shall 
be  ratified  end  confirmed  to  the  persons  in  pos- 
session of  the  landsL  to  the  same  extent  that  tbe 
same  grants  would  oe  valid  if  the  territories  had 
remained  under  the  dominion  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty.  But  the  owners  in  possession  of  such 
lands,  who,  by  reason  of  the  recent  circumstances 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  the  revolutioos  in  Eu- 
rope, have  been  prevented  from  fulmllng  all  the 
conditions  of  their  grants,  shall  complete  them 
within  the  terms  limited  for  the  same,  respect* 
ively.  from  tbe  date  of  this  treaty ;  in  default  of 
which  the  said  grants  shall  be  null  and  void.  All 
grants  made  since  the  24th  day  of  January,  1818, 
when  the  first  proposal,  on  the  part  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  for  tbe  cession  of  the  Floridas  was 
made,  are  hereby  declared  and  agreed  to  be  noli ' 
and  void. 

Art.  9.  The  two  high  contracting  parties,  ani- 
mated with  the  most  earnest  desire  of  concilia- 
tion, and  with  the  object  of  putting  an  end  to  all 
the  differences  which  have  existed  between  them, 
and  of  confirming  the  good  understanding  which 
they  wish  forever  to  be  maintained  between  them, 
reciprocally  renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or 
injuries  which  they  themselves,  as  well  as  their 
respective  citizens  and  subjects,  may  have  suffer- 
ed, until  the  tiine  of  signing  this  treaty. 

The  renunciation  of  the  United  States  will 
extend— 

1.  To  all  the  injuries  mentioned  In  the  conven- 
tion of  the  11th  of  August,  1802. 

2.  To  all  claims  on  account  of  prizes  made  by 
French  privateers,  and  condemned  by  French 
consuls,  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of 
Spain. 

3.  To  all  claims  of  indemnities  on  account  of 
the  suspension  of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New 
Orieans,  in  1802. 

4.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  Qovernment  of  Spain,  arising  from  the 
unlawful  seizures  at  sea,  and  in  the  ports  and  ter- 
ritories of  Spain  or  the  Spanish  colonies. 

5.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  Spanish  €k)vernment,  statements  of 
which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  Qovern- 
ment of  the  Umted  States,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Department  of  States  or  to  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  in  Spaing  since  the  dale  of  the 
convention  of  1802,  and  until  the  signature  of  this 
treaty. 

The  renunciation  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  ez- 
tettd»-* 
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1.  To  all  tke  iaiarkt  oMDlioDed  io  theeoDTen* 
tion  of  the  11th  of  Auffasc,  1802* 

2*  To  the  sams  wEieb  His  Catholiq  Majesty 
adraDoed  for  the  return  of  Capuia  Pike  from  the 
ProTineias  laternas* 

3.  To  all  iojaries  caused  by  the  ezpeditioa  of 
Miranda,  that  was  fitted  ont  aod  equipped  at  New 
York. 

4.  To  all  claims  of  Spanish  subjeett  upon  the 
GoTeraiMnt  of  the  United  States,  arising  from 
imlawfol  seizures  at  sea.  or  within  the  ports  and 
territorial  jurisdiction  oiTtbe  United  States. 

Finally  to  all  the  claims  of  subjects  of  His  Ca- 
tholic Bdajesty  upon  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
cod  States,  in  which  the  interposition  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  OoTemment  has  been  solicited 
before  the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  since  the  date 
of  the  convention  of  1801^,  or  which  may  have 
been  made  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs 
of  His  Majesty,  o^  to  his  Minister  in  the  United 
States. 

And  the  high  contracting  parties  respectively 
renounce  all  claim  to  indemnities  for  any  of  the 
recent  events  or  transactions  of  their  respective 
commanders  and  officers  in  the  Floridas. 

The  Uoited  States  wtU  cause  satisfaction  to  be 
jBfMle  for  the  injuries,  if  aayi  which,  by  process 
of  law,  shall  be  estabUahed  to  bafe  been  suffered 
by  the  Spanish  officers,  and  individual  Spanish 
inhabitants,  by  the  late  operations, of  ^ha  Ameri<' 
can  army  in  Florida. 

Art.  10.  The  convention  entei«d  iaio  betiyeen 
the  two  Qovernoients  on  the  Uth  of  AugusL 
1802,  the  raiiftcations  of  which  were  eacbanged 
the  Zlii  December,  1818,  is  annulled. 

Art.  11.  The  United  Suites,  exonerating  Spain 
from  all  demands  in  future,  on  account  of  the 
claims  of  their  citizens,  to  which  the  renuncia- 
tions herein  contained  extend,  and  considering 
them  entirely  cancelled,  undertake  to  make  satis- 
faction for  the  same,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
five  millions  of  dollars.  To  ascertain  the  fuU 
amount  and  validity  of  those  claims,  a  commis- 
sion, to  consist  of  three  commissioners,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate ;  which  commission  shall  meet  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  and,  within  the  space  of 
three  years  from  the  time  of  their  first  meeting, 
shall  receive,  examine,  and  decide  upon  the 
amount  aod  validity  of  all  the  claims  included 
within  tb^  descriptions  above  mentioned.  The 
said  commissioners  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their  proceed- 
iags,  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of 
their  duties ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  sickness, 
or  necessary  absence  of  any  such  commissioner, 
his  place  may  be  supplied  by  the  appointment  as 
aferesaid,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
daring  tha  recess  of  the  Senate,  of  another  com- 
missioner in  his  stead.  The  said  commissioners 
shall  be  authorized  to  hear  and  examine,  on  oath, 
everj  question  relative  to  the  said  claims,  and  to 
receive  ail  suitable  authentic  testimony  concern- 
ing the  same.  And  tha  Spanish  Government 
shall  furnish  all  such  documents  and  elueidatiotts 


as  may  be  in  their  posaessioa,  for  the  adijustmoflt 
of  the  kaid  claims,  according  to  the  prinoiples  of 
justice,  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  between  the  two  parties,  of  37th 
October,  1795;  the  said  documents  to  be  specified 
when  demanded  at  the  insiance  of  the  satd  com* 
missioners. 

The  payment  of  such  claims  as  may  be  admit- 
ted and  sidjueted  by  the  said  commissionera^  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  an  amount  not  ex* 
ceeding  five  millions  of  uollars,  shall  be  made  bj 
the  United  States,  either  immediately  at  their 
Treasury,  or  by  the  creation  of  stock  bearing  aa 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  nayable  from 
the  proceeds  of  sales  or  public  lands  within  the 
territories  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States,  or 
in  such  other  manner  as  the  Congress  of  the 
Uoited  States  may  prescribe  by  law. 

The  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  oom- 
missioners,  together  with  the  vouchers  and  doeu* 
meats  produced  before  them,  relative  to  the  claims 
to  be  adjusted  and  decided  upon  by  them,  ahall. 
after  the  close  of  their  transactions,  be  deposited 
in  the  Department  ef  Slate  of  the  United  otates; 
and  copies  of  them,  or  any  part  of  then^  shall  be 
furnished  to.  the  Spanish  Government,  if  repaired, 
at  the  demand  of  the  Spanish  Minister  ia  the 
United  States. 

Art.  12.  The  treaty  of  limits  and  navigation 
of  1795  remains  confirmed  in  all  and  each  one  of 
its  articles,  exceptiog»the  secood,  third,  fourth, 
and  twenty'first,  and  the  second  clause  of  the 
twenty-second  article,  which,  having  been  altered 
by  this  treaty,  oi  having  received  their  eatira 
execution,  are  no  longer  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  fifteenth  article  o£  the  aamo 
treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  aarigaiion,  of 
1795,  in  which  it  ia  stipulated  that  tha  flag  shall 
cover  the  property,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  agree  that  this  shall  be  so  understood  with 
resoect  to  those  Powers  who  recognise  this  prin- 
ciple; but,  if  either  of  the  two  contraetina  parties 
shall  be  at  war  with  a  third  party,  and  the  other 
neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neutral  shall  cover  the 
propertv  of  eaemiee  whose  Qoverameat  aekaawl- 
edges  tats  principle,  and  not  of  othars. 

Art.  1^  Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  oomoieree,  by  afibrdiag  in 
their  fiocts  every  neaeesary  assifianoe  to  their 
respective  merchant  vessek,  have  agreed  that  the 
sailors  who  shall  desert  from  their  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  tha  other  shall  be  arrested  and  delivered 
up^  at  the  lasunce  of  the  consul,  who  shall  prove, 
nevertheless^  that  the  deserters  belonged  to  the 
vessels  that  claimed  them,  exhibiting  the  docu- 
ment that  is  cnstomary  in  their  nation;  that  is  to 
sav,  the  American  Consul  in  a  Spanish  port  shall 
exhibit  the  doeument  kaawn  by  the  name  of 
Aifadet,  and  tha  Spanish  Consul  in  American 
poru  the  roll  of  the  vessel;  and  if  the  name  of  the 
deserter  or  deserters,  who  are  claimedf  shall  ap- 
pear in  the  one  or  the  other,  they  shall  be  arrested, 
held  in  custody,  and  delivered  to  the  vemel  to 
which  they  shall  belong. 

Art.  14.  The  United  Suites  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  not  received  any  compeasatioa  4rom 
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Fraoee  for  the  io janes  they  soffered  from  her 
privateersj  cobsuls,  and  tribanalsj  on  the  ebasts 
and  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
which  proTittion  is  tnade  by  this  treaty;  and  they 
will  present  an  authentic  statement  of  the  prizes 
made,  and  of  their  trae  TaloCi  that  Spain  may 
aTail  herself  of  the  same  in  such  manner  as  she 
may  deem  just  and  proper. 

Art.  16.  The  United  States,  to  give  Hf  s  Catho- 
lic Majesty  a  proof  of  their  desire  to  cement  the 
relations  of  amity  subsisting  iietween  the  two 
nations,  and  to  fator  the  commerce  of  the  sub- 
jects of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  ame  that  Spanish 
vessels,  coming  laden  only  witn  productions  of 
Spanish  growth  or  manutactures,  directly  from 
the  ports  of  Spain  or  of  her  colonies,  shall  be 
admitted,  for  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  the 
ports  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine,  in^  the 
Fioridas,  without  paying  other  or  higher  duties 
on  their  cargoes,  or  of  tonnage,  than  will  be  paid 
by  the  ressels  of  the  United  States.  During  the 
said  term,  no  other  nation  shall  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  within  the  ceded  territories.  The 
twelve  years  shall  eommence  three  months  after 
the  eicnange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

Art.  Id.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified, 
in  doe  form,  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months 
from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  United^tates  of  America  and 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  hate  signed,  by  virtue 
of  our  powers,  the  present  treaty  of  amity,  settle- 
ment, and  limits,  and  have  thereunto  amxed  our 
seals,  respectively.  Done  at  Washington,  this 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS,  [sbal.] 
LUIS  DB  ONIS.  [SEAL.] 


EeiohUion  of  the  Senate  advising  ratification. 

In  Sbnats  of  thb  Unitrd  States, 

February  S4, 1819. 

Reeohedj  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concurring  therein,)  That  the  Senate  do  advise 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  made  and  concluded 
at  Washington,  ob  the  22d  day  of  February, 
1819,  between  the  United  States  and  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty. 

Attest:  CHARLES  CUTTS, 

Seoretmy. 


JRatiJication  by  the   Preeident  qf  the    United 

States. 

Jambs  Mohrob,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America:  To  aU^  and  singular,  vfho  shall 
see  these  presents,  greeting: 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and 
limits,  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  was  concluded  and 
signed  between  their  plenipotentiaries  in  this  city, 
on  the  twenty-second  day  of  the  present  month 
of  February,  which  treaty  is  word  for  word  as 


follows:  [Here  follows  the  treaty,  as  before.] 
And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
by  their  resolution  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
the  same  month,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  then 
present  concurring.)  did  advise  and  consent  to 
the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Monroe,  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  having  seen  and 
considered  the  treaty  above  recited,  do,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  aforesaid  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  by  these  presents 
accept,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  said  treaty,  and 
every  clause  and  article  thereof,  as  the  same  are 
hereinbefore  set  forth. 
In  faith  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hereto  affixed.    Given 
under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
[l.  8.]  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  said  States  the  forty-third. 

JAMfiS  MONROE. 


DEFBAT  OF  THE  SEMINOLE  INDIANS— 
CAPTURE  OF  SPANISH  POSTS  IN  FLOB- 
IDA--ARBUTHNOT  AND  AMBRI6TER. 

[CommoAicated  to  CongreH,  by  the  Preeideiit  of  Che 
United  States,  with  his  opening  Message  of  the  17tb 
ofNovember,  1818.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R,  Sonde,  commanding  Forf 
Ornnetf  to  the  ^ffiter  of  Fori  Hmokine,  dated 

Fbbruabt  2. 1817. 

When  the  Colonel,  with  the  troops,  left  Fort 
Scott,  he  gave  the  buildings  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  Perry  mans,  from  whom  I  have  just  received 
a  letter,  banded  me  by  his  brother,  who  arrived 
here  after  I  had  commenced  writing  this. 

Ferryman  slates  in  his  letter  tbat  the  Red 
Sticks,  (or  hostiies,)  after  we  had  left  the  fort, 
came  in  companies,  and  carried  off  everything 
we  had  left  with  him,  and  what  he  had  purchased 
of  Butler,  burnt  three  houses,  and  threatened,  if 
he  did  not  leave  the  place,  to  burn  it  over  nis 
head.  He  ^ot  what  few  articles  he  could,  with 
his  family,  in  a  canoe,  and  came  to  his  brother's, 
who  informs  me  that  there  is  at  present  about 
three  hundred  Indians  imbodied  at  the  Forks, 
and  others  constantly  joining  them.  He  does  not 
know  their  intentions,  but  understood  a  party  was 
goinff  out  to  steal  horses,  ifcc. 

This  morning,  (3d,)  one  of  the  settlers  waited 
on  me  to  advise  in  wtiat  manner  to  act,  as  eight 
or  ten  Indians  had  been  at  his  house,  and  ordered 
him  off;  telling  him  that  in  six  days  they  would 
come  back,  and,  if  he  was  not  gone,  they  would 
drive  him  away. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to 
(hnmU  Gaines,  dated 

MiLLEDGBviLLB,  Februory  5, 1817. 
You,  no  doubt,  have  already  been  informed 
that  the  notorious  Woodbine  has  recently  made 
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hit  appearance  again  at  the  roooth  of  the  Appa* 
laehicola,  aod  that  he  hat  an  ageat  dow  among 
the  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  in  that  quar- 
terj  stifring  them  up  to  acts  of  hostility  against 
this  eoantry;  and  that  Woodbine  himself  has 

?!one  in  an  armed  vessel  to  some  part  of  the  West 
ndies  for  sapplies.  Connected  with  this  fact  is 
another,  which  may  serve  as  an  intimation  of  the 
fntuie  condnct  of  these  people^  when  once  in  pos- 
session of  the  sapplies  which  it  is  said  they  ex- 
pect on  the  return  of  Woodbine.  About  ten  or 
twelve  days  ago,  a  small  party  of  those  Indians 
entered  the  frontier  of  Wayne  county,  and  stole 
two  horses  and  some  cattle.  They  were  pursued 
by  some  of  the  inhabitants,  who  peaceably  de- 
manded a  restoration  of  the  stolen  property ;  and, 
instead  of  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  In« 
dians,  they  immediately  fired  upon  the  whites, 
who  retired  without  returning  a  shot*  One  of 
the  whites  was  mortally  wounded. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Chdnee  to  the  Oovenu 

or  of  Georgia,  dated 

MiLLEoaaviLLB,  February  5, 1817. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  letter  of  this  date. 

The  facts  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  com- 
manieate,  in  relation  to  the  late  hostile  conduct 
of  the  Seminole  Indians,  must  and  shall  receive 
my  immediate  and  particular  attention.  I  am 
not  anthotized  to  change  the  destination  of  the 
4th  infantry,  but,  should  1  receive  iio  authority 
to  recall  a  part  of  thst  corps,  1  shall  order  one  or 
two  companies  of  artillery  (to  do  duty  as  infan- 
try) fk'om  Charleston  to  the  southern  frontier  of 
this  State,  with  instructions  to  check  Indian  hos- 
tilities, and  at  the  same  time  to  remove  from  In- 
dian land  such  intruders  as  may  remain,  after 
being  duly  notified  to  remove. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  George  Ferryman  to  Liei^ 

tenant  Sonde,  dated 

Fbbbuabt  24, 1817. 

The  charge  given  me  by  Colonel  Clinch  and 
jronrself,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States, 
induees  me  to  believe  there  is  a  confidence  placed 
in  me  which  I  ought  not  to  deceive.  I  therefore 
think  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  my  inclination,  to 
give  you  the  following  information : 

There  was  a  friend  of  mine  not  long  since  in 
the  Fowltown,  on  Flint,  and  he  saw  many  horses, 
cattle,  and  hogs,  that  had  come  immediately  from 
the  State  of  Qeorgla,  and  they  are  bringing  them 
away  continually.  They  speak  in  the  most  con- 
temptuous manner  of  the  Americans,  and  threaten 
to  have  satisfaction  for  what  has  been  done- 
meaning  the  destruction  of  the  negro  fort.  There 
is  another  of  my  acquaintances  returned  imme- 
diately from  the  Seminole  towns,  and  saw  the 
negroes  on  parade  there.  He  counted  about  six 
hundred  that  bore  arms.  They  have  chosen  offi- 
cers of  every  description,  and  endeavor  to  keep  up 
a  regular  discipline,  an<i  are  very  strict  in  pun- 
ishing violaton  of  their  military  rules.    There  is 


said  to-  be  about  the  same  number  of  Indians  be- 
longing to  their  party,  and  there  araboth  neffroes 
and  Indians  daily  goioff  to  their  standard.  They 
say  they  are  in  complete  fix  for  fighting,  and 
wish  an  engagement  with  the  Americans,  or 
Mcintosh's  troops;  they  would  let  chem  know 
they  had  something  more  to  do  than  they  had 
at  Appalachicola.  They  have  chosen  Bowlegs 
for  their  head,  and  nominated  him  King,  and  pay 
him  all  kind  of  monarchical  respect,  almost  to 
idolatry,  keeping  a  picket  guard  at  the  distance 
of  five  miles.  They  havo  a  number  of  the  like- 
liest American  horses ;  but  there  are  one  or  two 
chiefa  who  arc  not  of  the  choir.  Kenhijah,  the 
Missioukey  chief,  is  one  that  is  an  exception. 


Copvi 


of  a  letter  from  Archibald  Clarke,  Intendant, 
!.  Mary'e,  Georgia,  to  General  Gainee,  dated 

Febbuaby  2G,  1817*  . 

Sib  :  In  consequence  of  a  recent  and  most  oIh 
noxious  act  perpetrated  by  a  party  of  Indilins, 
(supposed  to  be  of  the  Lower  Creeks,)  in  this 
county,  in  the  murder  of  an  unfortunate  white 
woman  and  her  two  infant  children,  by  which 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  on  our  frontier  have 
been  thrown  into  a  distressing '  slate  of  alarm,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  in  giving 
information  that  may  be  relied  on,  under  the 
fullest  assurance  that  immediate  measures  will 
be  adopted  to  guard  and  prevent  a  repetition  of 
such  cruel  and  barbarous  acts. 

On  the  24th  instant,  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Oar- 
ret,  residing  in  the  uoper  part  of  this  county,  near 
the  boundary  of  Wayne  county,  was  attacked 
during  his  absence,  near  the  middle  of  the  day, 
by  this  party,  consisting  of  about  fifteen,  who  shot 
Mrs.  Ghirret  in  two  places,  and  then  despatched 
her  by  slabbing  and  scalping.  Her  two  children 
(one  about  three  yeaiSi  the  other  two  months) 
were  also  murdered,  and  the  eldest  scalped.  The 
house  was  then  plundered  of  every  article  of  val* 
ue,  and  set  on  fire.  A  young  man  in  this  neigh* 
borhoodj  hearing  the  report  of  guns,  went  imme- 
diately towards  the  bouse^  where  he  discovered 
the  murdered  family.  The  flames  having  only 
commenced,  they  were  extinguished,  and  he 
spread  the  alarm.  The  workmen  from  my  mills 
and  a  few  others  assembled  to  pursue;  but,  hav- 
ing but  few  arms,  and  not  otherwise  equipped, 
their  pursuit  proved  fruitless.  The  Indians  were 
attacked  as  far  as  the  men  dared  venture.  Their 
course  was  parallel  with  the  western  branch  of 
SfMinish  creek,  which  induces  the  belief  of  their 
being  Indians  of  the  lower  tribea. 

On  this  open,  extensive,  and.  entirely  unpro- 
tected frontier,  the  poor  and  innocent  inhabitants 
have  ever  been  exposed  to  these  calamities.  Rep- 
resentation after  representation  to  the  several 
Grovernors  of  this  State,  of  cruel  and  unprovoked 
murders  in  this  quarter  by  the  Indians,  have  been 
made.  A  momentary  disposition  was  manifested 
to  afford  relief;  but  a  little  lime,  however,  would 
elapse  before  the  alarm  would  subside,  and  the 
subject  never  more  thought  of,  until  again  revived 
by  an  occurrence  such  as  I  have  just  related* 
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To  fov,  sir,  therefore,  th«  inhabitants  on  the 
frontier,  as  well  as  others,  throush  me,  appeal 
for  some  proiectton.  A  small  detachment  of 
troops  upon  the  bead  of  the  6t.  Mary's  would 
answer  a  most  valuable  purpose,  by  at  once  cheek- 
ing the  inroads  of  the  savages,  aad  preventing 
oar  abend oaed  and  unprotected  citisens  from  ad* 
Tenlaring  iato  the  Indian  country,  aad  driving  in 
herds  of  cattle. 


Copjf  qf  a  Idierfrom  JS.  Arbuiknot  to  the  qffictr 
oomnumaing  at  Fort  Gaines,  dated 

OCOLOKMB  BouRO,  MoTck  3, 1817. 

SiB :  I  am  desired  by  Peter  Meftueen,  an  an* 
fortunate  Indian  chief,  who  was  some  vears  since 
obliged  to  fly  from  the  town  of  TuoKy  Batche, 
on  the  Tallspoohatch  rive»^  to  claim  of  your 
friendship  the  delivery  of  a  negro  man  named 
Joe,  (taken  away  from  him  since  the  peace,} 
whofli  he  suttd  to  be  in  ForrOaines.  When 
Modoeen  left  Tueky  Batche,  his  property  was 
considerable,  both  in  negroes  and  cattle;  of  the 
forflMr,  ten  grown  negroes  were  taken  bv  a  half- 
breed  man  named  &mey,  nine  of  whieh,  he 
leaf Ds,  were  sold,  and  one  (a  girl)  is  still  In  pos- 
session of  said  Barney.  Twentv  able  negroes 
were  taken  by  a  chief  named  Cofonel,  or  Anehi 
Hatehe,  who  acts  also  as  an  interpreter ;  and  as 
he  never  had  poasesslon  of  any  of  those  persons' 
property,  nor  ever  did  them  an  injury  to  his  know- 
ledge, he  claims,  as  a  further  proof  of  your  friend- 
ship, that  you  will  use  your  influence  in  procor- 
ing  those  negroes  for  him;  and,  should  they  be 
given  npbrthe  persons  holding  them,  there  is 
one  faithful  negro  among  them,  named  Charles, 
who  will  bring  them  to  him  at  Okolokne  rirer. 

The  American  headmen  and  officers  that  were 
accustomed  to  live  near  him  can  testify  to  hie 
civility  and  good  fellowship  with  them,  and  there 
are  none  of  them,  he  is  convinced,  that  would 
not  serve  him  if  in  their  power.  As  he  owes 
nothing,  nor  ever  took  any  person's  property,  none 
have  a  right  to  retain  bis;  and  he  hopes  that, 
through  your  influence^  those  persons  now  hold^ 
inghis  negroes  will  be  loducea  to  give  them  up. 

While  1  am  thus  advocating  the  cause  of  an 
unfortunate  individual,  allow  me  to  claim  an  ex* 
tension  of  your  philanthropy  to  all  the  Indians 
within  your  oircie,  by  your  representing  to  them 
the  lolly  of  their  quarrels,  and  that  they  ought  to 
Hve  quietly  and  peaceably  with  each  other. 

The  Lower  Creeks  seem  to  wish  to  live  peace- 
ably and  quietly,  and  in  good  friendship  with  the 
others ;  but  there  are  some  designing  and  evil- 
minded  persons,  self-interested,  who  are  endea- 
Toring  to  create  quarrels  between  the  Upper  aad 
Lower  Creek  Indians,  contrary  to  their  interest, 
their  happiness,  and  welfare.  Such  people  belong 
to  no  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenauced 
by  any  Qovemment. 

The  head  chiefs  request  I  will  inquire  of  you 
why  American  settlers  are  descending  the  Chat- 
ahoochee,  driving  the  poor  Indian  from  his  habi- 
tation, and  taking  possession  of  his  home  and 
cultivated  fields? 


Without  authority,  I  can  claim  nothing  of 
you ;  but  a  humane  and  philanthropic  spirit  guid- 
ing me,  I  hope  the  same  will  iaflisence  you;  and 
if  such  is  really  the  case,  and  that  the  line  marked 
out  by  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  respecting  the  Indian  nations  has 
been  infringed  upon  by  the  subjects  of  the  latter, 
that  you  will  represent  to  them  their  improper 
conduct,  and  prevent  its  continuance.  ^ 

I  hold  in  my  possession  a  letter  received  from 
the  Qoveraor  or  New  Providence,  addressed  to 
him  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  chief  Secretary, 
informing  him  of  the  orders  given  to  the  British 
Ambassador  at  Washington,  to  waieh  over  the 
interests  of  the  lodisn  nations,  and  see  that  theiv 
rights  are  faithfully  attended  to  aad  protoeted, 
agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  peace  made  betVMen 
the  British  and  Americans. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  ere  this  there  is  arrived  nt 
New  Providence  a  person  from  Great  Britain 
with  authority  to  act  as- agent  for  the  Indian  na« 
tion ;  and,  if  so^  it  will  devolve  on  him  to  see  thai 
the  boundary  lines,  as  marked  oQt  by  the  treaty, 
are  not  infringed  upon. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  these  observations, 
made  by  aesire  of  the  chiefs,  any  impvoper  inter- 
ference, and  requesting  the  fa^or  of  an  answer,  I 
am,  respeetfully,  dtc. 

P.  S.  Meftueen  states  that  the  offspring  of  the 
negroes,  when  he  left  Tucky  Batehe,  v^re  seven 
of  those  taken  by  Barney,  and  nine  of  those 
taken  by  Auchi  Hatches  and  he  supposes  they 
have  incveased. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  lAeuienant  Richard  M.  Sands, 
fourth  if^foMirVf  commanding  at  Fort  Gaines,  Gear* 
fia,  to  Colonel  WilKam  Kingt  or  officer  command' 
wg  the  fourth  regiment  qfir^antry,  dated 

MiLBcn  15, 1817, 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  two  letters 
which  I  received  a  few  days  since.  Yesterday, 
William  Perryman,  accomipai^ied  by  two  of  the 
lower  chiefs,  arrived  here.  He  informs  me  that 
McQueen,  the  ehief  mentioned  in  one  of  the  en- 
eloeed  letters,  is  at  present  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  hostiles ;  that  they  are  anxious  for  war,  and 
have  lately  murdered  a  woman  and  two  children* 
He  likewise  says  that  he  expects  the  newa  la 
George  Perryman's  letter  is  true;  for  there  nve 
talks  going  through  the  towns  that  the  SngUak 
are  to  be  at  Okoloking  river  in  three  months. 

I  have  sent  an  Indian  runner  to  Okoloking,  to 
ascertain  what  preparations  the  hostiles  are  waak^ 
ing.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Datid  B.  MUchell^  huKan 
agent  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

MiLLBDoaviLLn,  Gborqu, 

March  90, 1817. 

By  yesterday's. mail  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Timothy  Barnard,  who  resides  on  Flint  river, 
in  the  Indian  country,  a  considerable  distance 
below  the  agency,  in  which  he  observes :  ^  I  have 
been  informed  two  days  past,  from  below,  whece 
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liie  Red  Stick  oliiss  Mside,  tbac  m  fwrty  ktm  b##D 
down  near  St.  Mary's,  and  mnrdered  a  woman 
and  two  childreB,  and  broQgkt  off  some  horses. 
I  have  beard  for  some  time  past  that  the  Red 
Slick  party  have  commenced  their  Red  Stick 
dancings  again,  which  is  a  proof  that  they  mean 
to  commence  hostilities.  Oar  forts.  Crawford 
and  Qaines,  having  been  evacuated,  I  beliere,  has 
beei^the  cause  of  the  Red  Stick  class  bejfioning 
again  to  commence  hostilities.  They  think  that 
our  troops  were  afraid  to  continue  there." 

The  murder  of  the  woman  and  two  children, 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Barnard,  had  been  preTiously 
communicated  to  me  by  the  magistrates  of  Cam- 
den county ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  per- 
petrated in  retaliation  for  the  killing  of  an  Indian 
about  three  or  four  weeks  previous,  on  the  B*ior- 
ida  side  o(  the  St.  Mary's  river,  by  some  worth- 
less white  men  who  reside  on  the  frontiers  of 
East  Florida,  and  who  live  by  plunder.  They 
have  for  some  time  past  been  a  perfect  nuisance 
to  the  frontier  of  Georgia  in  that  quarter ;  and 
although  repeated  complaints  of  their  bad  con- 
duct have  been  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  prov* 
ince,  yet,  either  from  the  want  of  ability  or  ineli* 
nation,  they  have  not  been  suppressed;  but  I 
believe  that  their  impunity  is  attributable  to  the 
first,  viz :  inability  on  his  part  to  apprehend  and 
punish  them. 

The  single  fact  of  this  murder  beiiy  easily 
accounted  for  on  the  Indian  principle  of  retalia- 
tion, I  should  dread  no  further  bad  consequences 
from  it  i  but  the  other  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Bar- 
nard can  only  be  attributed  to  a  settled  plan  of 
Irostilitjr  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  that  such 
a  disposition  has  been  encouraged  by  the  removal 
of  the  troops  from  Camp  Crawford.  And  I  have 
the  more  reliance  upon  the  intelligence  as  com- 
iuff  from  Mr.  Barnard,  who  has  resided  nearly 
fiftv  years  in  the  Indian  country^  and  is  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  their  habits  and  customs, 
and  whose  family  connexion  gives  him  the  best 
and  sorest  means  of  correct  information. 

As  an  addttional  inducement  to  this  measure,  I 
will  farther  state  that  I  have  received  information 
from  other  persons  at  and  near  Foit  Gaines,  that 
a  British  agent  is  now  among  these  hostile  Indi- 
ans, and  that  he  has  been  sending  insolent  mes- 
aagee  to  the  frieadijr  Indians  and  white  men 
settled  above  the  Spanish  line.  He  is  also  charged 
with  stimulating  the  Indians  to  their  present  hos- 
tile aspect  s  but.  whether  he  is  an  acknowledged 
agent  of  any  foreign  Power,  or  a  mere  adventu- 
raTi  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine,  but  am  di»* 
posed  to  believe  him  ihe  latter.  But  be  that  as 
It  naay,  and  let  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians  proceed  from  what  it  ntay,  a  moderate 
regular  force  stationed  at  Camp  Crawford^  or 
any  other  suitable  position  in  that  quarter^  will  I 
am  confident  keep  aU  quiet,  and  without  it  some 
aerions  mischief  will  result.' 


bald  Clarke,  Sso.,  intendant  of  the  town  of  St. 
Mary's^  by  whicn  it  appears  that  another  outrage 
of  uncommon  crudty  has  recently  been  perpe- 
trated by  a  partv  of  Indians  upon  the  Southern 
frontier,  near  tne  boundary  of  Wayne  county. 
They  have  massacred  a  woman  f Mrs.  Gkirrett) 
and  two  of  her  children ;  the  motiier  and  eldest 
child  were  scalped,  the  house  plundered  and 
burnt. 


MoNTooMBRT,  AprU  3, 1817. 
StB :  The  enclosed  letter  contains  some  addi- 
tional information  upon  the  subject  of  my  com- 
munication of  this  date. 
Most  respectfully,  dx. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  SCGRBTAST  Of  WaR. 

Fort  Gaines. 

GsNERAL  Gainrs  :  I  am  requested  by  all  the 
citizens  to  inform  you  of  our  situation,  believing 
that  no  communication  has  been  forwarded  giv* 
ing  a  detail  of  the  information  received,  our  dis- 
tress, and  the  prospect  of  approaching  destruc- 
tion. 

We  are  hourly  told,  by  every  source  of  infor- 
matioUf  by  the  friendly  Indians,  by  letters  from 
William  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle,  who  re- 
side low  down  pn  the  AppaUchicola^  that  all  the 
lower  tribes  of  Indians  are  imbodied,  and  are 
drying  their  meats  to  come  on  to  the  attack  of 
this  post.  The  British  agent  at  Oakelockines 
Sound  is  giving  presents  to  the  Indians.  We 
have  among  us  Indians  who  have  been  down, 
and  received  (lowder,  lead,  tomahawks,  knives, 
and  a  drum  for'each  town,  with  the  royal  coat  of 
arms  painted  on  it.  We  have,  at  this  time,  at 
least  five  hundred  Indians  skulking  in  this  neigh^ 
borhood,  within  three  or  four  miles  of  us,  who 
will  not  act  for  themselves,  and  who  are  evi- 
dently waiting  the  signal  to  strike  an  effectual 
blow.  They  nave  stolen  almost  every  horse  be- 
longing to  the  citizens.  They  have  scared  them 
from  the  fields  which  they  have  cleared,  and 
have  taken  possession  of  their  houses.  They  are 
now  stealing  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs,  from  the 
Georgia  lines,  and  have  killed  one  or  two  fami- 
lies on  the  St.  Tillas. 

The  citizens  have  all  assembled  near  the  fort, 
not  able  to  return  to  the  States,  nor  no  prospect 
of  making  crops.  The  Indians  have  all  returned 
to  their  towns  below  the  line,  and  this  post  is 
unable  to  remove  them.  The  troops  are  scarce 
of  provisions,  and  no  prospect  of  the  early  arriral 
of  more. 

Nothing  but  speedy  relief,  by  troops,  can  quiet 
the  people,  or  save  this  country  from  destruction. 
Respectfully,  yours,  dbc. 

A.  CULLOH. 


Extraet^Gen.  Gainei  to  the  Seentary  qf  War, 
Cahp  Momtqombry, M.  T.,  AprUB,  1817. 
I  received  by  the  last  mail  a  letter  from  Archi* 


* 
Ccpy  of  a  tetter  from  G,  Leftwieh,  adjutemt  eeventh 
in/miry  f  to  General  Gaenee^  dated 

Camp  Montqombrt,  M.  T., 

My  28, 1817. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  of  the  26th 
instant,  I  proceeded  to  the  Burnt  Corn  spring, 
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near  the  place  where  ibc  recent  murder  waa  com- 
mitted by  an  Indian ;.  and,  from  the  best  iafor* 
mation  received,  1  bare  the  honor  to  make  the 
foUowioff  report : 

1.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  misanderstand- 
inff  existed  between  the  Indians  and  the  citizen 
killed,  (Mr.  Glasiu) 

2.  It  apoears  that  the  Indians  made  the  first 
assault,  ana  that  without  any  provocation  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens. 

3.  From  the  information  received,  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Glass  heard  four  or  five  suns  fire  some 
short  distance  from  his  house.  Be  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Indians  were  doing  some 
miicbief,  and  went  out  for  the  purpose  ofascer- 
tainlnff  what  the  firing  was  at.  He  had  pro- 
ceeded! but  a  short  distance  when  he  discovered 
an  Indian  woman;  he  went  towards  her.  and 
inquired  if  she  knew  who  it  was  tbat  was  snoot- 
ing; she  made  him  no  answer;  he  asked  her  sev- 
eral times,  and  received  no  answer.  She  said 
something,  and  an  Indian  that  was  concealed  in 
the  bushes,  not  more  than  fifteen  steps  from  Mr. 
Glass,  rose  up  and  shot  him  through  the  body. 
He  snapped  his  gun  at  the  Indian,  who  immedi- 
ately ran  ofi*.  He  then  fired  at  the  woman  as  she 
was  running  after  the  man,  but  does  not  know 
whether  he  Killed  her  or  not.  His  wound  being 
very  painful,  be  dropped  his  gun  and  shot-bag, 
and  attempted  to  return  home.  He  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  three  hundred  yards  when  be 
fainted,  and  remained  until  found  by  a  traveller. 
This  was  on  Saturday,  and  he  died  Sunday 
morning,  leaving  a  widow  and  eight  children  to 
lament  his  untimely  death.  He  was  a  man  who 
supported  a  good  character  in  his  neighborhood, 
though  in  limited  circumstances.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  there  was  a  cow  found  near  the  place 
where  Mr.  Glass  was  shot,  with  four  balls  shot 
through  her. 

4.  There  was  only  one  Indian  man  seen  by  Mr. 
Glass;  but  from  the  circumstances  of  his  hear- 
ing four  guns,  and  the  cow  being  found  near  tbat 

glace  with  four  bails  shot  through  her,  induces  a 
elief  tbat  he  had  several  companions  with  him, 
although  thev  were  not  seen  by  Mr.  Glass.  From 
the  report  of  the  friendly  Indians,  it  is  believed 
they  are  fifty  or  sixty  in  number,  and  that  they 
have  returned  to  the  camp  on  Pine  Barren  creek, 
occupied  by  them  at  the  time  they  murdered 
Johnson  and  Magasky,  as  a  part  of  them  were  met 
by  several  persons  near  the  Pine  Barren  spring  a 
few  days  after  the  murder  was  committed. 

Colonel  Dale's  party  pursued  them  to  their 
camp  on  the  Sappalogas,  but  found  it  deserted 
apparentlv  several  days.  They  have  several 
small  fields  of  corn  growing  at  the  place.  From 
the  sign  left,  it  is  believed  they  have  a  number  of 
horses,  and  some  of  the  largest  description.  The 
Indian  who  acted  as  guide  states  they  have  at 
this  time  a  negro  boy  and  a  horse  belonsing  to 
Johnson  and  Magasky.  It  appears  to  be  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  among  the  inhabitimts  that  they 
may  bt  found  on  Pine  Barren  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 


EMtrad  tf  m  kHetfram  Oemral  Oainea  to  tkt  Seert' 

iwrff  of  War,  daUd 

Camp  Montoombbt,  M  T., 

Auguti  25, 1817. 

Having  received  several  communications  from 
persons  settled  upon  the  public  land,  within  the 
tract  acquired  by  the  treaty  at  Fort  Jackson,  con* 
taining  general  accusations  against  the  Indians; 
that  they  had  killed  cattle  and  hogs,  and  stolen 
corn,  dbc.,  from  the  inhabitants,  and  requesting 
tbe  interposition  of  military  authority,  I  hare 
uniformly  referred  them  to  tbe  civil  magistrates, 
because  I  have  in  no  instance  during  the  present 
year  heard  of  anything  like  an  assemblage  of 
force  among  tbe  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory. Nor  could  I  see  any  reason  wby  persons 
who  had  obtruded  themselves  upon  the  public 
land,  and  contrary  to  law,  should  be  allowed  mil- 
itary proleetion  against  the  petty  offences  of  which 
these  people  complained,  especially  as  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  civil  autnonty  had  been  opposed 
nor  even  resorted  to  bv  the  complainants. 

The  enclosure,  marked  A,  contains  a  copy  of, 
my  reply  to  the  inhabitants  of  Murder  Creek, 
and  in  this  you  will  find  the  substance  of  my 
other  replies,  both  written  and  verbal.  Since 
the  date  of  this  reply,  and,  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  some  days  after  it  reached  the  settlement 
of  Murder  Creek,  a  Mr.  Glass,  near  that  place^ 
was  killed  by  an  Indian,  who  was  said  to  be  ac- 
companied hj  three  others. 

On  receiving  this  information^  I  immediately 
despatched  a  discreet  officer.  Lieutenant  Left- 
wich,  to  ascertain  the  particulars  of  the  outrage, 
with  a  view  to  send  a  partv  in  pursuit  of  the 
offenders,  in  case  they  should  not  have  been  ar- 
rested  by  the  civil  authority. 

A. 

Ta  tie  inhabitants  of  Murder  Creek,  Alabama  Ter- 

ritory, 

HsADa'aa,  Camp  Montoojuby,  M.  T., 

Juilf  12, 1817. 

Gbrtlbmbii  :  I  have  received  your  communi- 
cation of  the  81st  of  last  month,  suting  that  the 
Indiana  residing  upon  the  Conaka  had  killed 
cattle  and  hogs  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Murder  Creel^  and  had  broke  into  their  housea, 
and  taken  from  them  so|Be  provisions,  corn,  dbc* 

In  reply,  I  have  to  obaenre,  that  all  Indians 
within  the  lately  acquired  territory  are  amena- 
ble to  our  laws,  and  may  be  prosecuted  for  the 
offences  of  which  you  complain,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  were  white  inhabitants. 

The  lands  oultivated  by  friendly  Indiana  with- 
in the  ceded  territory  have  been  reserved  and 
guarantied  to  them  by  treaty ;  and  by  a  late  act 
of  Congress,  the  agent  of  Indian  affairs  has  been 
authorized  to  settle  the  respective  claims  to  auch 
reservations.  Until  this  is  effected,  there  exists 
no  where  any  sort  of  authority  to  drive  off  soch 
Indians  settled  upon  the  public  land. 

Governor  Mitchell,  the  agent,  will  in  a  short 
time  enter  .upon  the  examination  and  adjustment 
of  those  claims. 
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I  ♦«. 


TiM  dispoiitioD  wbich  yoq  have  nmoifesled  to 
abscaia  fr^m*  "rasti  laeasQm"  towards  Umm  Io- 
dians.  affords.  |^ouii;d  to  bojpe  that,  viawuig  them 
as  a  part  of  the  hooian  famil]r»  pessessiog  th« 
ri^t  of  residiag  asM^og  us^  yeu  will  make  allow-* 
aace  for  their  igooranee  aod  their  wants,  which 
are  eale4iUted  rather  tq  awakeo  our  commissra- 
tioB  than  to  exsite  in  us  a  spirit  of  hostility  to- 
wards them. 

That  yoQ  nay  have  ptaee  aofd  prospienitY 
throoghoot  year  sectlemeat,  is  the  sincere  wish 
of  youff  obedient;  servaot, 

EDMUND  P.  QAIN£S. 


Bsetraet  cf  a  ktttr  from  Mu^or  7\gngg$  io  (kmral 

GamtBf  dated 

FoBT  SooTT,  September  17, 1817* 

T^Nir  commnnieation  to  the  Indians  o«  the 
east  sid<e  of  Flint  riyec  was  read  and  explained  to 
the  prineiMi  chief  of  the  Mickasokiesi  the  6Lh  of 
this  Bioata»    He  promised  togive  anavswerin 
ten  days  ati)ttfthest.    I  hare  detained  the  express 
aiitii  this. time,  in  expectation  of  sending  it  on 
by  him,  but  have  been  disappointed.    I  have  not 
heard  from  them  since.     The  interpreter  in- 
formed me  the  princlpsi  warriors  were  absent 
wliett  he  was  there,  b«t  what  were  pre^eiK  said 
they  never  heard  of  Indiana  beine  given  up  to 
be  punmied  by  the-wJutes;  that  they  had  heard 
of  their  being  sometimes  kiilwi  by  tbemsely#s, 
ftr  offiweee  committtdi  but  seemed  to  think  that 
giviag  them  up  was  out  of  the  question ;  bux 
said  they  would  have  a  meeting,  and  would 
aMwer  the  letter  in  a  few  days.    As  they  have 
not  done  so^  I  think,  hot  one  constrootion.  can  hs 
put  Oft' their  conduct.    The  young  seemed  to  dis^ 
like  the  commanieatloB  very  much.;  and  when 
Gregory  Was  about  leaving  the  town,  be  offered 
his  hand  to  an  Indian,  wJio  held  out  his  with  a 
kttife  in  it,  and  refused  xo  shake  hands  with  him. 
He  staid  so.short  a  time  aiaong  them,  that  it  ims 
impossible  for  him  to  give  maeb  iaformalien  re^ 
speating  them.    Captain  Doooho  has  returned; 
at  haa  been  sick  in  Haitlisrd,  which  was  the  cause 
of  his  delays  Oa  hisreinrn  the  Indians  W4$e  v^ry 
rude  to  him,  and  frequently  threatened  his  guide, 
and-ottjce  caught  hold  of  the  Captaip'j  hrtd|e  in  a 
threatening  manner. 


Extruetofa  letter  fr^nn  General  Game*  to  the  Seere- 

iwry  ef  Wdir,  dated 

Camp  Mohtoombrt,  VL  T., 

October  1, 1817. 

.  I  have  the  henor  to  lay  before  you  a  cony  of  a 
letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  chiefs  of 
tea  of  the  Seminole  towns,  in  reply  to  my  demand 
for  the  delivery  of  the  OMirderers  of  our  citizens. 
By  this  communication  it  appears  that,  instead 
of  a  compliance  with  my  demand,  the  chiefs  have 
set  up  a  claim  against  us  for  the  lives  of  three. 
Ixkdians,  for  whom  they  allege  they  have  not  yet 


taken  satisfaction.    They  charge  us  with  having  . 
killed  ten  of  tbeic  warriors,  ana,  daiming  a  baf 
ance  of  three  to  be  due  them,  they  admit,  by  ne* 
cessary  impUcatioOf  thal^  they  have  killed  seven., 
of  our  citizens. 

They  acknowledge  the  murder  of  a  womAa 
(Mrs.  Garret)  and  her  two  children.  But  the 
chiefs  attempt  to  justify  this  act  upon. the  ground 
that  the  warriors  who  committed  the  outrage  had 
just  before  lost  some  friend^t^  had  entered  our 
settlements  to  take  satisfaction;  found  at  the 
house  of  Qarret  a  kettle  belonging  to  the  Indians . 
who  had  been  killed,  and  from  this  circumstance 
supposed  the  murder  had  beea  committed  by  the 
*'  husband  of  the  woman;''  they  therefore  killed 
her  aad  her  two  children  I 

By  a  letter  fromMajor  Twiffgs,  the  command- 
ant of  Fort  Scott,  I  learn  that  be  had  been  warnr 
ed|  some  weeks  past,  by  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  Fowl  town,  (fifteen  miles  above  the  fort,  an4 
twenty  above  the  national  boundary,}  not  to  cut 
another  stick  on  the  east  side  of  the  Flint. river: 
adding,  that  the  land  was  his,  and  he  was  directed 
by  the  Powers  above  to  protect  and  defend  it,  and 
should  do  so;  and  it  would  be  seen  talking  could, 
not  frighten  him.  Major  Twiggs  adds,  he  &id  nol^ 
seen  the  chie/loor  anjr  of  his  people,  since  be  made  • 
this  threat.    The  Major  states,  in  another  letter^^ 
that  this  town  had  been  detected  in  stealing  one. 
himdred  head  of  cattle  in  one  drove,  pdl  of  which 
they  had  killed. 


*  The  iahabitaats  premised  net  to- resort  tp*  "rash 
measures." 

i5th  Gov.  idd  Sm%.—6S 


Uajmr  TVn^  to  General  Gainee,  dated 

FoHT  Sco-A,  September  18, 1817. 
Since  I.started  the  express  this  meirning,  the  In- 
dians have  delivered  the  enclosed  letter  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dto. 

To  theeommandmgoJueratFortHawkime. 
Sbptbiibbr,  the  llih  day,  1817* 

Daaa  Sia:  Since  the  last  war,  aAer  you  sent, 
word  we  most  qirit  the  war,  we.  the  red  peoplci 
have  come  over  on  this  side.    The  white  peoole ' 
have  carried  all  the  red  people's  cattle  ofil    Alter 
the  war,  I  sent  to  all  my  people  to  let  white  peo- 
ple alone,  and  stay  on  this  side  of  the  river  and 
th^y  did  so ;  but  the  white  people  still  conttntie' 
to  carry  off  their  catile»    Bernard's  son  was  here, 
apdi I iuQuiriid^f  him  whax  wae tobe  done;  am 
ha aaid^ w»mueCigQ  to> thevheadouin  of  tk« w!Ute 
peaok^  aad 'Oismpiai**     Tdid  so^^aod  thela^wla8 
DO  ffpii  w^ite  OMMH  %iid  there  was  no  law  in  this 
ease.     The  whites  first  began,  and .  there  is  no- 
thing said  about  that,  but  great  complaiiit  made, 
about  what  the  Indians  do.    This  is  now  three 

gears  since  the  white  people  killed  three  Indians, 
linoe  that  they  have  killed  three  other  Indians., 
and  taken  their  horses,  and  what  they  had ;  ana 
this  Summer  they  killed  three  more;  and  very 
lately  they  killed  one  more.  We  sent  word  to 
the  white  people  that  these  murders  were  donet. 
and  the  answer  was^  that  they  were  peoole  tha^^ 
were  outlaws,  aod  we  ought  to  go  and  kill  them* 
The  white  people  killed  our  people  first,  the  In- 
dians then  took  satisfaction.  There  are  yet  three 
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men  that  the  red  people  ha^e  never  taken  satis- 
faction  for.  You  have  wrote  that  there  were 
houses  burnt,  but  we  know  of  no  such  thing  be* 
inff  done;  the  troth,  in  such  cases,  ought  to  be 
told;  but  this  appears  otherwise.  Oo  that  side 
of  the  river  the  white  people  have  killed  five  In- 
dians; but  there  is  nothing  said  about  that,  and 
all  that  the  Indians  have  done  is  brought  up.  All 
the  mischief  the  white  people  have  done  ought 
to  be  told  to  their  bead  man.  When  there  is  any- 
thing done  you  write  to  us,  but  never  write  to 
your  head  man  what  the  white  people  do.  When 
the  red  people  send  talks,  or  write,  they  always 
send  the  truth.  Yon  have  sent  to  us  for  your 
horses,  and  we  sent  all  that  we  could  find :  but 
there  were  some  dead;  it  appears  that  all  the 
mischief  is  laid  on  this  town,  nut  all  the  mischief 
that  has  been  done  by  this  town  is  two  horses ; 
one  of  them  is  dead,  and  the  other  was  sent  back. 
The  cattle  that  we  were  accused  of  taking,  were 
cattle  that  the  white  people  took  from  us ;  our 
young  men  went  out  and  brought  them  1>ack, 
with  the  same  marks  and  brands.  There  were 
some  of  our  young  men  out  huntinff,  and  they 
were  killed ;  others  went  to  take  satisfaction,  and 
the  kettle  of  one  of  the  men  that  was  killed  was 
found  in  the  house  where  the  woman  and  two 
ehildren  were  killed ;  and  they  supposed  it  had 
been  her  husband  who  had  killed  the  Indians, 
and  took  their  satisfaction  there.  We  are  accused 
of  killing  up  Americans,  and  so  on;  but  since  the 
word  was  sent  to  us  that  peace  was  made,  we 
stay  steady  at  home,  and  meddle  with  no  person. 
You  have  sent  to  us  respecting  the  black  people 
on  the  Suwanee  river;  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  They  were  put  there  by  the  Eng- 
lish, and  to  them  you  ought  to  apply  for  anything 
about  them.  We  do  not  wish  our  country  deso- 
lated by  an  army  pusinff  through  it,  for  the  eon- 
cerif  of  other  people.  The  Indians  have  slaves 
there  also — a  great  many  of  them.  When  we 
have  an  opportunity  we  shall  apply  to  the  Bo^- 
llsh  for  them,  but  we  cannot  get  them  now.  This 
is  what  we  have  to  say  at  present. 
Sir,  I  conclude  by  subscribing  myself,  dbc. 

P.  S.  There  are  tep  towns  have  read  this  letter, 
and  this  is  the  answer. 


Smiraei  of  a  Utiet  from  Cfearge  Orakmrnt  tuUng 
8§enimy  of  War,  to  Breoei  M»fot  Genotal  ££ 
wmnd  JPe  Grnkm,  Fori  HawkhUf  Ooorgia,  Mod 

OOTOBBB  30, 1617. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  covering  a  copy  of 
the  reply  which  was  made  oy  ten  of  the  Semi- 
dole  towns,  to  the  demand  made  by  vou  oo  them 
for  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  of  some  of  our 
citizens. 

These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  inform  yon 
that  he  approves  of  the  movement  of  the  troops 
from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort  Scott;  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  additional  force,  he  flatters  him- 
self, will  at  least  have  the  effect  of  restraining 
the  Seminoles  from  committing  further  depreda- 


tions, and  perhaps  of  induoing  them  to  make 
reparation  for  the  murders  which  they  have  com- 
mitted. Should  they,  howeyer,  persevere  in  their 
refusal  to  make  such  reparation,  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  President  that  you  should  not,  on  that  ac- 
count, pass  the  line,  and  make  an  attack  upon 
them  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  until  you  snail 
have  received  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment. 

You  are  anthortsed  to  remove  the  Indians  still 
remaining  on  the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  made 
by  General  Jackson  with  the  Creeks;  and,  in 
doing  so,  it  may  be  proper  to  retain  some  of  them 
as  hostaips  until  reparation  may  be  made  for  the 
depredations  which  have  been  committed.  On 
this  subject,  however,  as  well  as  to  the  manner  of 
removing  tnem.  you  will  exercise  your  discretion. 
Mclotosbf  and  the  otherchiefs  of  the  Greek  natiooi 
who  were  here  some  time  since,  expressed  then, 
decidedly,  their  unwillingness  to  permit  any  of 
the  hostile  Indians  to  return  to  their  nation. 

P.  8.  The  authority  to  remove  the  Indians  will, 
of  course^  not  extend  to  those  Indians  and  their 
families  who  have  claims  to  reservations  of  landa 
ttpder  the  treaty. 


EsOfuti  of  ktttrfiom  Omerml  Gomoo  to  the  SeenU" 

ryof  War. 

CBATAHOocBia,  Noitember  9^1817. 

From  varioos  reports  from  the  Seminole  In- 
dians I  can  only  learn  that  they  are  determined 
to  deliver  ap  none  of  their  offenders ;  nor  will 
they  restore  stolen  property,  except  one  town,  the 
Mickasukees,  the  chief  of  which  professes  to  be 
friendly.  By  the  enclosed  letter  from  Major 
Twiggs  it  appears  that  they  arei  determined  to 
attaclc  us  as  soon  as  we  paM  Flint  river ;  and^hat 
they  have  two  thousand  seven  hundred  warriors. 
Although  I  feel  little  faith  in  their  threats,  aad 
believe  their  numbers  to  be  overrated,  yet  I  deem 
it  proper  to  be  provided  with  additional  foree.  I 
have  therefore  requested  of  his  excellency  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  a  regiment  of  infantry  and 
a  squadron  of  cavalry,  whitb,  he  has  informed 
me,  are  held  in  readiness  to  mareh. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  General  Edmund  P.  Gaimoo 
to  Mt^or  General  Andrew  Jackwn. 

HsAoci'Rfl,  Fort  Gaimbb,  Gborqia, 

Naoember  9, 1817. 

Previooa  to  my  leaving  the  Coroka  I  ascertain- 
ed that  the  accounts  I  nad  deceived  respecting 
the  Seminole  Indians  being  at  Pensaeola  were 
incorrect,  and  that  the  number  of  Indians  of  dif-. 
ferent  tribes  there  did  not  exceed  what  had  been 
usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  This  statement 
was  soon  aAer  confirmed  by  Mr.  Denson  and  the 
interpreter  Cornels.  The  latter,  however,  states 
that  ne  had  seen  and  conversed  with  the  hostile 
party  of  Ochu  warriors,  part  of  whom  killed 
Johnston,  and  Magasky,  and  Mr.  Glass.  They 
now  consist  of  about  thirty  warriors,  or  thirty- 
five.  They  were,  a  few  days  past,  at  the  mouth 
of  Yellow  Water;    had  several  stolen  horses 
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which  they  offered  for  sale,  and  declared  their  de* 
termioatioa  to  be  always  hostile  towardis  our 
citizens. 

From  Major  Twiggs  I  learn  that  he  has  reeeiv* 
ed  information,  upon  which  he  places  reliance^ 
that  the  Indians  have  recently  had  a  meeting  at 
the  Miekasukee  town,  of  near  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  warriors,  when  it  was  determinened 
they  would  attack  us  as  soon  as  we  should  cross 
the  Flint  river.  Although  I  pqt  little  faith  in 
these  threats,  and  believe  their  numbers  to  be 
overrated,  yet  I  deem  it  proper,  keepina  an  eye 
to  the  safe  side,  to  be  provided  with  additional 
force ;  and  have  therefore  desired  the  GEOvernor 
of  Georgia  to  send  me  the  regiment  of  infantry 
and  squadron  of  cavalry  held  in  readiness  for 
that  purpose :  for,  in  a  war  with  savages,  I  think 
little  should  )>e  hazarded ;  as  every  little  ad  van* 
ta£e  which  we  suffer  them  to  acquire  tends  to 
aod,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  to  their  strength 
and  confidence. 


Bxtrad  of  a  letter  from  General  Oainee  to  Major 
Oenertu  Andrew  Jaekion,  , 

FoBT  Scott,  Gzoboia, 

November  21. 1817. 

The  first  brigade  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
19th  instant.  I  had  previous^  sent  an  Indian 
runner  to  notify  the  first  town  chief,  B-me-h*> 
maut-by,  of  mv  arrival, and  with  a  view  to  asoer- 
tain  "whether  ois  hostile  temper  had  abated,  re- 
quested him  to  visit  me.  He  replied,  that  hehad 
already  said  to  the  commanding  officer  here  all 
he  bad  to  say.  and  he  would  not  come^ 

He  had  warned  Major  Twigip  not  to  cross  or 
cut  a  stick  of  wood  on  the  east  side  of  Flint  river, 
alleging  that  the  land  was  his ;  that  he  was  di- 
rected, oy  the  Powers  above  and  below,  to  protect 
and  defend  it,  and  should  do  so.  This  being  the 
talk  referred  to,  and  bis  town  having  continued 
to  be  hostile  ever  since  the  last  war,  having  par- 
ticipated, as  the  friendly  Indians  assert,  in  the 
predatory  war  carried  oa  for  tome  time  past 
against  tpe  Georgia  frontier,  I  yesterday  detached 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  (supposed  to  be  aboot 
the  strength  of  the  town,)  under  the  command  of 
Major  Twiggs,  with  orders  to  bring  me  the  chief 
and  warriors,  and,  ia  the  event  of  resistance,  to 
treat  them  as  enemies. 

The  detachment  arrived  at  the  town  early  this 
morning,  and  were  instantly  fired  upon,  but  with- 
out effecu  The  fire  was  briskly  returned  by  the 
detachment,  and  the  Indians  put  to  flight,  with 
the  loss  of  four  warriors  slain ;  and,  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  many  w^re  wounded. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  add,  that  a. wo- 
man was  aceidentaUy  shot,  with  some  warriors, 
in  the  act  of  forcing  their  way  through  our  line, 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  their  flight* 
The  unfortunate  woman  had  a  blanket  fastened 
around  her,  (as  many  of  the  warriors  had,)  which, 
amidst  the  smoke  in  which  they  were  enveloped, 
rendered  it  impossible,  as  I  am  assured  by  the 
officers  present,  to  distmguish  her  from  the  war- 
riors. 


Among  the  articles  found  in  the  house  of  the 
chief,  was  a  British  uniform  coat,  (scarlet,)  with 
a  pair  of  gold  epaulettes,  and  a  certificate  signed 
by  a  British  captain  of  marines,  "  Robert  White, 
in  the  absence  of  Colonel  NichoUa,*'  stating  that 
the  chief  had  always  been  a  true  and  faithful 
friend  to  the  British.    . 

The  reports  of  friendly  Indians  concur  in  esti- 
mating the  number  of  hostile  warriors,  including 
the  Red  Slicks  and  Seminoles,  at  more  than  two 
thousand,  besides  the  blacks,  amounting  to  near 
four  hundred  men,  and  increasing  by  runaways 
from  Georgia.  They  have  been  promised,  as 
several  Indians  inform  me,  assistance  from  the 
British  at  New  Providence.  This  promise, 
though  made  by  Woodbine,  is  relied  on  by  most 
of  the  Seminole  Indians.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but 
they  will  sue  for  peace,  as  soon  as  they  find  their 
hopes  of  British  aid  to  be  without  foundation,. 


M» 


Bxtrad  ef  a  later  from  General  Omnee  to  ike 

Seeretary  of  War. 

Fort  Soott,  Georoxa, 

Notember  2fi,  1817. 
With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  strenfft|i  of  the 
hostile  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fowl  Town,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  adjacent  country,  I,  a  few  days 
past,  detached  Lieutenant  Colonel  Arbuckle,  with 
three  hundred  officers  and  men.  The  colonel  re- 
ports that  the  Indians  had  placed  themselves  in  a 
swamp,  out  of  which  aboot  sixty  warriors  made 
their  appearance  near  the  town,  and,  with  the 
war- whoop,  commenced  a  brisk  fire  upon  our 
troops,  which  tbey  retnroed  in  a  spirited  manner. 
The  fire  continued  but  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
when  the  Indians  were  silenced,  and  retired  into 
the  swamp,  with  a  loss,  which  the  colonel  esti- 
mates at  six  or  eight  killed,  and  a  greater  number 
wounded.  We  had  one  man  killed,  and  two 
wounded.  ; 


Department  of  War,  Dec,  2, 1817. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  ult.  advising  of  the 
call  on  the  Qovernor  of  Georgia  to  assemble  the 
auxiliary  force,  which  had  been  previously  re- 
quired by  yon,  at  Fort  Hawkins,  on  the  dfith  ni- 
timOf  has  been  received. 

It  IS  hoped  that  the  letter  addressed  to  yon  from 
this  Department,  on  the  30th  of  October,  wiU 
have  been  recjelved,  and  that  you  will  confine 
your  operations  to  the  objects  stated  in  that  com- 
munication, and  to  such  a  disposition  of  the  reg- 
ular force  under  your  command  as  will  deter  the 
Seminole  Indians  from  making  further  depreda- 
tions on  the  frontiers  of  Gkorgia. 

The  state  of  our  negotiations  with  Spain,  and 
the  temper  manifested  by  the  principal  Buropean 
Powers,  make  it  impolitic,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  to  move  a  force  at  this  time,  into  the 
Spanish  possessions,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
chastising  the  Seminoles  for  depredations  which, 
have  heretofore  been  committea  by  them. 

1  have  the  hcAior  to  be,  dtc. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Major  Gen.  fiDMORD  P.  GAiitRe* 
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Oenerai  GcUnei  to  the  Secretary  qf  War. . 

HBASa'BB,  FOET  SOOTT,  ObOBGIA, 

ihc€mb$r  2, 1817. 

Bin  r  I  htd  the  honor  to  reeeire,  od  th«  36tb 
tilllmo,yoiir  commuiiioatioD  of  the  30th  October. 
I  am  yerv  happy  to  find  that  the  Presideot  ap- 
proree  or  my  movement.  Bat  I  moeb  regret 
that  his  JQst  expectations,  as  to  the  effect  there 
iris  reason  to  beliere  would  be  prodoced  on  the 
minds  of  the  Indians,  by  this  movement,  have 
net  been  realized.  I  am  now  quite  convinced 
that  the  hostility  of  these  Indians  isi  and  has  long 
siace  been,  of  so  deep  a  character^  as  to  leave  no 
gfoond  to  calealate  upon  tranqaillity,  or  tbe  fatnre 
setsvrity  of  onr  fVontier  settlements,  nntil  tbe  towns 
aooth  and  east  of  this  place  shall  receive  a  signal 
proof  of  ability  and  willingness  tor  retaliate  for 
every  ontrage.  It  is  now  my  pain  Ail  dnty  co 
report  an  affair  of  a  m«re  serious  and  decisive 
natiue  thaa  has  heretofore  occurred,  aid  which 
leaves  no  doubt  of  the  aeceseity  of  an  immediate 
application  of  force  and  active  measures  on  our 
part.^  A  large  party  of  Seminole  Indians,  on  the 
90tii  ultimo,  formed  in  ambuscade,  upon  the 
Appalachicoia  river,  a  mile  below  tbe  juoetioa  of 
the  Flint  and  Chatahoochee,  attacked  one  of  our 
boats,  ascending  tbe  river  near  the  shore,  and 
kille<L  wouodeojand  took,  the  greater  part  of  tbe 
detachment,  consisting  of  forty  men^  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Scott  of  the  7ih  infanuy. 
There  were  also  on  board,  killed  or  taken,  seven 
women,  the  wives  of  soldiers.  Six  men  of  tbe 
detachment  only  escaped,  four  of  whom  were 
wounded.  They  report  that  the  strength  of  tbe 
current,  at  tbe  point  of  attack,  had  obliged  the 
lieutenant  to  keep  his  boat  near  the  shore ;  that 
the  Indians  had  formed  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  were  not  discovered  until  their  fire 
commenced ;  in  the  first  volley  of  which  Lieuten- 
ant Scott  and  his  most  valuable  men  fell.  The 
lieutenant  and  his  party  had  been  sent  from  this 
place,  sbme  days  before,  to  assist  Major  Muhlen- 
DUfg  in  ascending  the  river  with  three-vessels 
laden  with  military  etores,  broaghc  from  Mofnf- 
gomery  and  Mobitei  Tbe  Major,  instead  of 
retaining  the  party  to  assist  him,  as  I  had  advised, 
(see  the  enclosure  No.  1,)  retained  only  about 
twenty  men  i  and,  in  their  place,  put  a  like  num- 
ber of  siek,  with  the  womea,  and  some  regimental 
clothing.  The  boat  thus  ladeoed  was  detached 
aloM  for  this  place.  It  is  doe  to  Major  Muhlen* 
burg  tot>bserTe,  that,  at  the  time  he  detached  tbe 
boat,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  be  was  not  apprized 
of  any  recent  hostilities  having  taken  place  in 
this  quarter.  It  appears,  however,  from  Lieuten* 
ant  Scott's  letter,  received  about  the  hour  he  was 
attacked,  (enclosure  No.  3,)  that  he  had  been 
warned  of  tbe  danger.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  I  had  two  boats  filled  up  with  covers,  and 
with  port-holes  for  defence  ;  and  detached  Capt* 
CHbcd,  with  an  officer  and  forty  men,  with  an 
order  to  secure  themovemeut  of  Lieut.  Scott,  and 
then  to  assist  Major  Muhlenburffs  tRis  detachment 
embarked  late  in  tbeevening  ofthe  30th,  and  must 
have  passed  the  bocm  of  action  below  at  night, 


I  and  some  hoots  after  the  affair  terminated.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  from  Captain  Clinch ;  I  shall 
immediately  strengthen  the  detachment  under 
Major  Muhlenburg  witb  another  boat  secured 
against  the  enemy's  fire.  He  will,  therefore, 
move  op  with  safety,  keeping  aear  the  anddle  of 
tbe  river ;  I  shall,  moreover,  take  a  position,  with 
my  princi^l  force,  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers, 
near  the  line;  and  shall  attack  any  force  that 
may  attempt  to  intercept  our  vessels  and  suppliea 
below  ;  as  I  feel  persuaded  the  order  of  tbe  Pres* 
ident,  prohibiting  an  attack  upon  the  Indians  be« 
low  the  line,  has  reference  only  to  the  past,  and 
not  to  tbe  present  or  future  outrages,  such  as  the 
one  jvst  now  perpetrated,  and  such  as  shall  place 
our  troops  strictly  within  the  pale  of  natural  law, 
when  self  defence  is  sanctioned  by  the  privilege 
of  self  preservation.  The  wounded  men  who 
made  their  escape  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  they 
had  seen  upwards  of  five  hundrM  hostile  Indian 
warriors  at  different  places  below  the  point  of 
attack;  ofthe  force  engaged)  they  difiler  in  opinion, 
but  all  agree  thai  the  number  was  very  consider^ 
able,  extending  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
along  the  shore,  in  the  edge  of  a  swamp  or  thick 
woods.  I  am  assured  by  the  friendly  chie^that 
the  hostile  warriors  of  every  town  upon  the  Chat* 
aboochee  prepared  canoes  and  poshed  off  down 
the  rirer  to  join  the  Seminoles,  as  soon  as  the 
account  of  my  movement  fVom  the  Alabaim 
reached  them. 

The  Indians,  now  reoMinin^  upon  the  Cbata* 
hoochee,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  weH  dis- 
posed. One  of  the  new  settler?,  however,  has 
recently  been  killed  j  but  it  has  been  clearly- 
proved  that  the  murderer  had  belonged  to  the 
hostile  party.  The  friendly  chiefs  in  the  neigh« 
borhood,  when  apprized  of  the  murder,  aasemNcd 
a  party  and  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  offender ;  and- 
followed  him  to  Flint  river,  on  tbe  route  to  Mick- 
asukee,  whither  he  escaped.  Orrishajo,  and  sev* 
eral  other  friendly  chiefs,  have  offered  me  their 
services,  with  their  warriors,  to  go  against  the 
Seminoles.  I  have  promised  to  give  them  notice 
of  the  time  that  may  be  fixed  for  my  departure, 
and  then  to  accept  their  services^  The  enclosure 
(No  3)  contains  the  sobstmce  of  what  I  have 
said  to  the  chiefs  who  have  visited  nae,  several 
of  whom  reside  sooth  of  the  Spanish  line  and 
west  of  the  Appalachicoia  river.  It  was  expected 
by  the  chiefs,  tnat  I  should  communicate  to  them 
my  views  and  wishes.  1  felt  authorized  to  say 
but  little,  and  I  deemed  it  necessary,  in  what! 
should  say,  to  endeavor  to  counteract  the  erro- 
neous impressioos  by  which  they  have  been  mie* 
led  by  pretended  British  agents.  I  hope  the  Pres- 
ident will  see,  in  what  I  have  said,  nothing  to 
disapprove.  I  feel  persuaded  a  report  of  the  va- 
rious talks,  which  I  received  from  the  chiefs, 
would  show  the  propriety  of  what  I  have  said  to 
them;  soch  a  report  I  have  not  a  moment's  time 
now  to  make.  The  Indians  are^  at  this  moment; 
firing  at  our  camp  from  the  opposite  line  of  the 
river.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,,  dtc^ 

EDMUND  P.  GAINfiS, 
MaJ,  OtfL  bif  Bftpeif  commanding. 
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No.1. 

Oenend  Omnea  to  Mafcr  Muhknhurg. 

Fort  Scott,  Nov.  1817. 

Sir:  The  waters  bariag  risen  sufficiently  high 
to  enable  yea '  to  ascend  the  river  with  all  tie 
Tesselsi  I  wish  you  to  do  so,  though  it  should  take 
longer  than  I  had  anticipated,  f  ou  can  avail 
yourself  of  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Scou's  detach- 
ment to  expedite  your  movements  hither.  .£eep 
your  vessels  near  to  each  other ;  and  should  you 
meet  with  any  insuperable  obstacle,  endeavor  to 
apprise  roe  thereof,  and  you  shall  have  additional 
relief.  Wishing  to  see  you  soon  with  vour  fleet, 
I  remain  yours,  &c.        B.  P.  GAINES. 


SpANifiH  Blofp,  Nop.  28^  1817. 

Bu :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  Major  Muh- 
lenburg's  communication,  which  he  directs  me 
to  forward  to  vou  by  express  from  this  place. 
Mr.  Hambly  inlorms  me  tnat  Indians  are  assem- 
bling at  the  junction  of  the  river,  where  they 
intend  to  make  a  stand  aaainst  those  vessels 
coming  up  the  river;  should  this  he  the  case,  1 
am  not  able  to  make  a  stand  against  them.  My 
command  does  not  exceed  forty  men,  and  one  half 
sick,  and  without  arms.  I  leave  this  immediately. 
I  am,  &c.  R.  W.  SCOTT^ 

LiaUenant  7th  Infantry. 

NoTXtr— The  bearer  of  this  is  entitled  to  three 
•  dollars  on  delivering  this  letter.    The  Indians 
-have  a  report  here  tllat  the  Indians  Mve  beaten 
the  white  people. 


>•*■ 


GaiBva  aiip  WacBioae:  The  President  of  the 
United  States  has  been  informed  of  the  murders 
•ttd  thefts  committed  by  the  hostile  Indians  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  He  has  authorized  €kn- 
enl  Jaekson  to  arrest  the  offeaden,  and  cause 
justice  to  be  done.  The  Indians  have  been  re- 
qirirei  to  deliver  up  the  murderers  of  our  eitixens, 
•ad  the  stolen  property^  but  they  reAised  to  deliver 
aither ;  tibcy  ^are  had  a  eouncil  at  Miekaeokee, 
<ia'  whioh  they  have  determined  upon  war ;  they 
have  been  mt  war  on  helpless  women  and  eliil- 
^dffco,  let  them  now  eakulaie  upon  fightinj^  men. 
We  nave  .long  known  that  we  had  enemies  east 
of  this  river:  we  likewise  know  we  have  some 
friends ;  but  they  are  eo  mixed  together  we  oan- 
.  net  always  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other. 
The  President,  WMhing  to  do  justice  to  his  red 
friends  and  ebildYen,  has  given  orders  for  the  bad 
to  be  eepamted  from  the  good.  Those  who  have 
taken  op  anne  against  him,  and  -eueh  as  have 
Ustened  to  the  bad  talked  the  people  beyond  the 
aea,  must  go  to  Miekasukee  Suwany,  where  we 
erim  to  ind  them  together.  Dot  all  those  who 
were  our  friends  in  the  war  will  sit  at  their  homes 
in  peaee;  we  will  pay  them  for  what  corn  and 
meat  they  have  to  seQ  us;  we  will  be  their  friends, 
end  when  they  are  hungry  we  will  give  them 
meat.  The  hostile  party  pretend  to  oaloolate 
upon  help  firem  the  British  I  they  any  ae  well 
look  ^r  soldiers  from  the  moon  to  help  tham. 
Their  wvriton  were  beaten,  and  driven  rrom  oar 


eouBtry  by  American  troops.  The  English  are 
not  able  to  help  themselves;  how,  then,  sboaid 
they  help  the  old  **  Red  Sticks,"  whom  they  have 
ruined  by  pretended  friendship  7 

EsUraet  of  a  letter  from  General  Gainee  to  the  3eo- 

retary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  Scott,  Qxo.,  Dec*  4, 1817. 

I  would  much  more  willingly  devote  my  time 
and  humble  faculties  in  the  delightful  occupa- 
tion of  bringioff  over  savage  man  to  the  ws^ 
of  civil  life,  where  this  is  practicable  withont 
force,  than  to  eontribate  to  the  destruction  of  any 
one  of  the  human  race ;  but  everv  effort  in  the 
work  of  civilization,  to  be  effectual,  must  accdrd 
with  the  immutable  principles  of  mtice.  The 
savage  must  be  lauffht  and  compelled  to  do  that 
wbi&  is  right,  and  to  abstain  from  doing  that 
which  is  wrong.  The  poisonous  cup  of  barbarism 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  lips  of  the  savage  by 
the  mild  voice  of  reason  alone ;  the  strong  aoan- 
date  of  justice  must  be  resorted  to  and  enforced. 

After  all.that  the  wisdom  aad  ohilaathiomr  of 
our  country  a^d  Qovernmenf,  aided  by  miuions 
of  money,  have  yet  been  able  to  effect,  it  is  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  in  no  Indian  nation  within 
my  knowledge,  ([the  Chickasaws  excepted,)  has 
the  scalping  xaire  been  laid  aaide  for  any  coaaid- 
erable  length  of  time,  until  their  every  hope  of 
using  it  with  impunity  had  been  defeated. 


DxPABTK&irr  OP  War,  Dec.  9, 1817. 

Sir:  Tour  letter,  bearing  date  the 21st  ultimo, 
advising  of  the  first  brigade  at  Fort  Soott  on  the 
19th  uhimo,  and  of  the  subsequent  attack  with 
the  Indians  at  Fowttown,  has  been  received. 
Although  the  necessity  of  this  attack,  and  ilie 
consequent  effusion  of  blood,  is  excieedingly  to  be 
regretted,  yet  it  is  hoped  that  the  prompt  measures 
which  were  taken  bv  you  on  your  arrival  at  Fort 
Scott,  and  the  display  of  such  an  efficient  force 
in  that  quarter,  will  induce  the  Indians  to  abstain 
from  further  depredations,  and  sue  for  peace. 

Referring  to  the  letters  addressed  to  you  from 
this  Department  on  the  30th  of  October  and  Sd 
of  Deceoiber,  as  manifestinff  the  views  of  the 
President,  I  have  to  request  tnat  you  conform  to 
instructions  therein  given.  Should  the  Indians, 
however,  assemble  in  force  on  the  Spanish  side 
of  the  line,  and  persevere  in  conunitting  hostili- 
ties within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  you 
will,  in  that  evenL  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as 
to  the  propriety  or  crossing  the  line  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  them,  and  breaking  up  their 
town.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

GEORQE  GRAHAM. 

Major  Oen.  Edmund  P.  Gaimrs. 


EMH^et  ef  a  ktUrfrtm  DaM  B.  MikMl,  MKan. 
emmt^  to  Gtorgo  VfeJmm,  aetmg  Seentmy  ef  fVfar, 

Crbrk  Aorncy,  Dec.  14, 1817« 

I  have  the  honor,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  two  letters  of  the  31st  of  October,  aad  3d 
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NoTember  last.  Before  the  receipt  of  those  let* 
ters,  a  meeiioff  of  the  priaeipal  cniefB  bad  been 
called  by  the  Little  Prince,  at  the  town  of  Thla- 
cotch-cau,  OD  the  Ghatahoocbee  rifer,  near  Fort 
Mitchell,  at  which  I  attended ;  the  object  of  whith 
was  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
nation,  and  particularly  the  measures  which  it 
would/be  proper  for  them  to  take  in  relation  to 
those  Indians  residing  between  Fort  Gaines  and 
the  Spanish  line;  and  also  the  conduct  they 
fbonld  pursue  with  regard  to  the  war  with  the 
Seminoles.  They  nnanimouslv  confessed  much 
Tegret  that  hostilities  should  haYc  commenced 
between  the  troops  under  Qeneral  Gaines  and  the 
Fowltown  Indians,  who  reside  within  our  boun- 
dary ;  because  theee  Indians,  although  ihey  did 
not  unite  with  the  friendly  ones  daring  the  late 
war,  neither  did  they  join  the  Red  Sticks^  and 
had  reeentij  expressed  a  great  desire  to  become 
decidedly  friendly.  They  were,  however,  per- 
fectly willing  that  their  warriors  should  join 
Gkneral  Gaines  against  the  Seminoles. 

I  stated  to  them  that  it  was  not  the  desire  of 
the  President  to  go  to  war  with  the  Seminoles, 
if  he  could  honorably  aroid  it;  and,  at  the  present 
moment,  he  would  not  consent  to  their  going 
against  the  Seminoles  within  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory, under  authority  of  the  United  States ;  that 
they  must  wait,  therefore,  until  I  |[aTe  them  the 
order  to  march.  At  the  same  time,  I  advised 
them  to  send  a  confidential  and  trusty  chief  down 
to  the  Indians  living  between  Fort  Gktines  and 
the  Spanish  line,  and  desired  them  immediately 
to  remove  above  the  line  of  Jackson's  treatjr ;  and 
that  the  same  chief  should  then  proceed  directly 
to  the  Mickasukee  town^  the  headquarters  of  the 
Seminoles  and  Red  Sticks  of  the  late  war,  and 
propose  to  them  certain  terms  of  peace,  and  a 
junction  of  their  force  to  go  against  the  negro 
camp.  The  objects  which  this  chief  was  in- 
structed  to  hold  out  to  those  lodians^s  attainably 
by  adopting  this  course,  were  various,  and  of  suf- 
ficieiit  importance,  in  the  view  of  those  making 
the  proposition,  to  induce  a  belief  that  rhev 
would  be  favorably  received ;  in  which  event,  I 
should  proceed  to  Fort  Scott  to  adjust  their  dif- 
ferences. This  course  of  proceeding  was  imme- 
diately adopted,  and  the  bead  man  of  the  Osoo- 
ches,  Hopoi-Haijo,  set  out  on  the  same  day, 
charged  with  the  mission.  To  afibrd  time  to  as- 
certain the  result  of  this  plan,  and  that  I  might 
be  able  to  communicate  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment, another  meeting  was  assigned  for  the  11th 
of  next  month,  at  this  place,  when  all  the  friendly 
warriors,  with  Mcintosh  at  their  head,  will  at- 
tend to  receive  their  final  orders.  But,  on  my 
return  to  this  place,  I  fortunately  fell  in  with 
General  Gaines^  on  his  wav  to  Fort  Hawkins, 
from  whom  I  learned  the  fatal  disaster  which 
baa  befallen  a  detachment  of  his  troops,  under 
Lieutenant  Scott,  on. the  30th  of  last  month;  the 
particulars  of  which  he  informed  me  he  had  com- 
municated, which  renders  a  detail  from  me  un- 
necessary. 

In  speaking  with  General  Gaines  upon  the 
subject  of  the  ro^d  from  Fort  Hawkins  to  Fort 


Stoddert,  he  informed  me  that  it  was  not  this 
road  to  which  he  referred  In  his  communication 
to  the  War  Department,  but  ninety  miles  of  new 
road,  which  he  had  made  between  Fort  Mont- 
ffomery  and  Fort  Scott,  and  by  which  he  recent- 
ly marched  the  troops  from  the  former  to  the 
latter  post.  As  soon  as  I  receive  the  five  thou- 
sand dollars  which  you  have  ordered  to  be  remit- 
ted to  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  lay  it  out  to  the 
Tery  best  advantage  in  repairing  the  bridges  and 
roads ;  and  Qeneral  Gaines  has  assQred  me  that^ 
as  soon  as  the  troops  can  be  spared,  a  detachment 
shall  be  ordered  to  assist. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Biajor  General  E,  P.  Gainer 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HsAOQ^RB,  FoaT  Hawkins,  GeoroiAi 

December  15, 1817. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  the  day  before 
yesterday  morning.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  I  reviewed  the  detachment  of  Georgia 
militia,  Under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Gkne- 
ral  Glasscock.  They  look  well,  and  are  ready 
to  march;  but  the  inattention  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor's  agent  to  the  requisitions  for  a  sup- 
ply of  rations  will,  I  apprehend,  ^according  to 
custom,  delay  the  movement  of  the  militia  until 
soma  part  of  the  frontier  settlements  suffer  by 
the  Indians,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  detach 
considerable  parties  for  this  purpose  as  soon  as 
they  find  themselves  unable  to  succeed  in  any 
attempt  against  the  regular  troops  at  Fort  Scott; 
and  I  think  it  cannot  be  long  before  they  are 
convinced  of  this.  But,  although  I  consider  the 
regular  troope  secure  in  the  poeitions  they  oc- 
cupy, yet  I  am  satisfied  their  numbers  will  not 
warrant  their  being  detached,  or  leaving  thctr 
places  of  defence,  except  to  a  very  small  extent. 

I  have  just  now  received  Mr.  Graham's  letter 
of  the  3d  instant. 

The  views  of  the  President,  so  far  as  may 
depend  on  me,  shall  be  scrupulously  observed* 
I  should  instantly  discharge  the  (Georgia  militia, 
were  I  not  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that 
such  a  step  would  hazard  the  safetv  of  the  fron- 
tier settlements.  The  Seminole  Indians,  how- 
ever  strange  and  abaurd  it  may  appear  to  those 
who  nnderstand  little  of  their  real  character  and 
extreme  ignorance,  entertain  a  notion  that  they 
cannot  be  beaten  by  our  troops.  They  confi- 
dently assert  that  we  have  never  beaten  them,  or 
any  of  their  people,  except  when  we  have  been 
assisted  by  "  red  people."  This  will  appear  th« 
less  extraordinary  when  it  is  recollected  that  they 
have  little  or  no  means  of  knowing  the  strength 
and  resources  of  our  oonntry ;  they  have  not 
travelled  through  it;  they  read  neither  books 
nor  newspapers;  nor  have  they  opportunities  of 
coi^versing  with  persons  able  to  inform  them.  I 
feel  warranted,  from  all  I  know  of  these  sava- 
ges, in  saying  that  they  do  not  believe  we  can 
beat  them.  This  error  of  theirs  has  led  them, 
from  time  to  time,  for  many  years  past,  to  mas- 
sacre our  frontier  citizens,  often  the  unofiending 
and  helpless  mother  and  babcsi    I  Mt  myseOT 
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folly  aothorised  to  adopt  the  only  measures  which 
long  experience  has  proved  to  be  adequate  to 
put  a  stop  to  these  outrages.  I  was  pleased  with 
the  prospect  of  being  instrumental  in  effectiog 
an  object  of  so  much  importance  to  our  exposed 
frontier  settlements,  and  which  1  felt,  and  still 
feel^  persuaded  would,  in  the  end,  benefit  the 
Indians.  The  steps  I  have  taken  are  known  to 
the  Department  of  War.  You  can  more  read- 
ily conceive  than  I  can  describe  the  mortifica- 
tion and  disappointment  I  have  experienced  in 
being  compelled  to  suspend  or  abandon  my  mea- 
sures at  a  moment  when  the  loss  of  Lieutenant 
Scott  and  his  party  had  given  tbe  enemy  an 
occasion  of  triumph,  and  a  certain  prospect  of 
increasing  his  strength,  by  enlistia^  against  us 
all  who  had  before  wavered  or  hesitated.  Per- 
mit me,  then,  to  repeat  my  request  that  1  may 
be  permitted  to  return. 

There  is  little  ground  to  apprehend  that  we 
sball  find  it  necessary  to  follow  tbe  Indians  far 
beyond  the  national  boundary.  They  are  now 
to  be  found  in  very  considerable  parties  on  our 
side  of  the  line. 

I  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  sending 
to  Flint  river,  by  way  of  Hartford,  the  detach- 
ment of  militia  under  General  Qlasscock.  My 
endeavors  to  put  the  detachment  in  motion  will 
delay  my  own  movement  until  the  17ib  instant, 
at  wnich  time  I  shall  resume  my  march  to  Point 
Pelre. 

An  opinion  prevails  among  the  well-informed 
of  this  part  of  the  country  (who  have,  by  some 
means  unknown  to  me,  been  advised  of  our  in- 
tention to  take  Amelia  Island)  that  our  troops 
there  will  meet  with  no  opposition.  Should  this 
be  the  case,  I  shall  return  to  Fort  Scott  without 
delay.    I  have  the  honor.  ^. 

EDMUND  P.  OAINES, 
Men*  Gen.  commanding. 

Hon.  J*  C.  Calhoun,  Sec^yofWar. 


DsPARTMBNT  OF  War,  Dec.  16, 1817. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  should  the 
Seminole  Indians  still  refuse  to  make  reparation 
for  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
President  that  you  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to 
march  across  the  Florida  line  and  to  attack  them 
within  its  limits,  should  it  be  found  necessary^ 
unless  they  should  shelter  themselves  under  a 
Spanish  post.  In  the  last  event,  you  will  imme- 
diately notify  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

J[.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Qeo.  Edmund  P.  Qaings, 

Fori  Scott f  Georgia, 


Extract  of  alttterjrom  Major  General  Andrew  Jack' 
son  to  George  draham,  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
dated 

HbADCI'rS,  DfVISIOIf  OF  THE  SOUTB, 

NashviHe,  December  16, 1817. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  this  check  to  the  savages 
may  incline  them  to  peace.  Should  it  not,  and 
their  hostility  continue,  the  .protection  of  our 
citizens  will  require  that  tbe  wolf 'be  struck  in 
his  den ;  for,  rest  assured,  if  ever  the  Indians  find 
out  that  the  territorial  boundarjr  of  Spain  is  to 
be  a  sanctuary,  their  murders  will  be  multiplied 
to  a  degree  that  our  citizens  on  the  southern  fron- 
tier cannot  bear.  Spain  is  bound  by  treaties  to 
keep  the  Indians,  within  her  territory,  at  peace 
with  us;  having  failed  to  do  this,  necessity  will 
justify  tbe  measure,  after  gtviog  her  due  notice, 
to  follow  the  marauders  and  punish  them  in  their 
retreat.  The  war  hatchet  having  been  raised, 
unless  the  Indians  sue  for  peace,  your  frontier 
cannot  be  protected  without  entering  their  coun- 
try ;  from  long  experience,  this  result  has  been 
fully  established. 


Department  of  War,  Dec.  36, 1817. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  November  the  26th,  and 
of  the  2d  and  3d  instant,  were  received  by  this 
morniog^s  mail.  The  fate  of  the  detachment 
under  Lieutenant  Scott  is  much  to  be  regretted ; 
but,  under  all  tbe  circumstances,  no  blame  can 
attach  to  yourself  or  the  officers  immediately 
coDceroed.  When  the  order  of  the  12th  Novem- 
ber was  given,  directing  you  to  repair  to  Amelia 
Island,  it  was  hoped  that  the  Seminoles  would 
have  been  brougnt  to  their  reason  without  an 
actual  use  of  force,  and  that  their  hostility  would 
not  assume  so  serious  an  aspect.  Ft  is  now  a 
subject  of  much  regret,  that  the  service  in  that 
quarter  has  been  deprived  of  yonr  well  known 
skill  and  vigilance. 

Before  this  will  reach  you.  it  is  hoped  that  tht 
views  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  settle- 
ment on  Amelia  Island  will  have  been  effected. 
Should  that  be  the  case,  it  is  bis  wish  that  you 
should  immediately  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  and  re- 
sume the  command  till  Qeoeral  Jackson's  arri- 
val, to  whom  orders  have  this  day  been  sent  |o 
command  there;  or,  if  you  should  think  the 
force  under  your  command  sufficient,  and  other 
circumstances  will  admit,  to  penetrate  throuffh 
Florida,  and  co-operate  in  the  attack  on  the 
Seminoles.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  topography  of  the  country  between 
Amelia  and  their  towns,  to  say  whether  it  is 

Kracticable,  or  what  would  be  the  best  route } 
ut  it  is  not  improbable  that  some  advantage 
might  be  taken  of  tbe  St.  John's  river,  to  effect 
the  object*  Should  it  be  practicable,  it  is  proba- 
ble efficient  aid  mif;bt  be  given  to  tne  attack  on 
them,  as  the  attention  of  their  warriors  must  be 
wholly  directed  towards  Fort  Scott.  Should  you 
think  It  practicable  and  advisable  to  cooperate, 
with  tbe  force  under  your  command,  you  will 
leave  a  sufficient  number  at  Amelia  Island  to 
retain  the  possession  of  that  place, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc* 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Major  Qen.  Kdmumd  P.  Qainss. 


Department  op  War,  Dec.  26, 1817, 
Sir  :  Tou  will  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  to  Fort  Scott,  and  assume  the  im- 
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mediate  command  of  the  forces  in  chat  section 
of  the  Southern  division. 

The  increasing  di8j[>!ay  of  hostile  intentions, 
by  the  Beminole  Indians,  may  render  it  neeee- 
sasy  to  concentrate  all  the  contiguous  and  dispo^ 
sable  force  of  your  division  upon  that  quarter. 
The  regular  force  now  there  is  about  eiffht  hun- 
dred strong,  and  one  tboosand  militia  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  are  called  into  service.  General 
Gaines  estimates  the  strength  of  the  Indians  at 
two  thousand  seven  hundred.  Should  yov  be 
of  opinion  that  your  numbers  are  too  small  to 
beat  the  enemy,  you  will  call  on  the  Executives 
of  adjacent  States  for  such  an  additional  militia 
force  as  you  may  deem  requisite. 

General  Gaines  bad  been  ordered,  early  in 
last  month,  to  repair  to  Amelia  Island.  It  is 
presumed  tAat  he  has,  therefore,  relinquished  the 
command  at  Fort  Scott.  Subsequent  orders 
have  been  ffiven  to  General  Gaines,  (copies  of 
which  will  be  furnished  you,)  advising  him  that 

Xou  would  be  directed  to  take  command,  and 
irecting  him  to  reassume,  should  he  deem  the 
public  interest  to  require  it,  the  command  at 
Fort  Scott,  until  you  should  arrive  there.  If, 
however,  the  General  should  have  progressed  to 
Florida  before  these  subsequent  orders  may  have 
reached  him,  he  was  iostructed  to  penetrate  to 
the  Seminole  towns  through  the  Floridas,  pro- 
vided the  strength  of  his  command  at  Amelia 
would  justify  his  engaging  in  offensive  opera- 
tions. 

With  this  view,  you  may  be  prepared  to  con- 
centrate your  forces,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  it  has 
been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from  considera- 
tions of  humanity,  to  avoid,  but  which  is  now 
made  necessary  by  their  settled  hostilities. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obeaient  servant. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Uajor  Gen.  Andbew  Jackson. 

JSfffrtfd  of  a  ktier  from  Oenetal  Oaina  to  the  <8m- 

rtiary  of  War,  dated 

HcAsa'as,  Haetpord.  Gboegia, 

Januun^  9, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  my  way 
to  this  place,  the  5th  instant,  by  express,  from 
Fort  Hawkins,  your  very  acceptable  letters  of 
the  9th  and  16th  of  last  month. 

The  instructions  th^jr  contain  shall  be  regarded 
with  the  attention  which  their  importance  de- 
mands. 

I  received  by  the  same  express  several  reports, 
up  to  the  21st  December,  from  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Arbuckle  and  Major  Mvhlenbnrg,  copies  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith,  Nos.  1,  3,  3,  and  4. 

By  these  reports  it  appears  that  the  principal 
force  of  the  enemy  (between  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  hundred)  has  been  assembled  on  the  Ap- 
palachicola,  with  a  view  to  cut  off  our  supplies 
ordered  up  that  river,  and  that  the  detachment 
with  the  vessels  has  suffered  severe  annoyance 
and  some  loss. 


I  do  not  apprehend  that  we  shall  loae  a  vessel, 
or  that  any  serious  consequences  to  the  troops  at 
Fort  Scott  will  result  from  the  delay  and  diffi- 
culty  of  obtaining  supplies  by  that  ehannel.  The 
supply  of  flour  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
present  month,  and  there  is  likewise  a  consider- 
able supply  of  corn  at  the  fort,  and  beef  cattle  In 
the  neighborhood.  Of  salted  pork  there  can  be 
but  little  until  the  arrival  in  the  river  of  thirty 
thousand  rations,  and  with  every  other  reqnishe 
supply  ordered  in  the  early  part  of  last  month 
from  Mobile,  and  which  may  be  brought  up  the 
river  in  the  covered  ball'proof  boats  which  have 
been  prepared  for  the  purpose.  But  to  guard 
against  every  imtoward  obstacle  in  that  quarter, 
I  have  ordered  supplies  from  this  place  and  Fort 
Hawkins,  part  of  which  are  now  on  the  way,  and 
will  be  deposited  at  a  work  now  constructing'  by 
the  detachment  under  General  Glasscock,  on 
Flint  river,  at  the  Chehaw  village,  sixty  miles 
above  Fort  Scott,  whence  the  supplies  will  be 
taken  in  bill*proof  boats ;  and  I  have  strong 
ground  to  believe  they  will  be  at  Fort  Scott  by 
the  24th  of  the  present  month,  at  which  time  i 
calculate  upon  being  able  to  concentrate  my 
force,  and  shall  lose  no  time  in  attempting  a  de- 
cisive blow,  which  I  trust  will  terminate  the  war. 

I  have  received  information  that  a  party  of 
Indians  entered  the  settlement  near  Traders' 
Hill,  a  few  days  past,  killed  a  woman,  and  took 
off  some  three  or  tour  nesroes.  I  had  previously 
ordered  a  detachment  of  artillery  from  Amelia 
Island,  with  two  comj^nies  of  milttia  taken  from 
General  Floyd's  division,  to  t»ke  post  at  Tra- 
ders' Hill,  for  the  defence  of  that  settlement.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  the  artillery  arrived  at  the 
Hill  about  the  time  the  murder  was  committed, 
and  the  militia  soon  «fter,  and  that  the  Indians 
were  pnrsaed. 

The  residue  of  militia  taken  from  General 
Floyd's  division  (five  companies)  nre  ordered  to 
this  place  to  reinforce  Ckoeral  Glasscock's  com- 
mand, excepting  one  companv,  which  will  be 
posted  near  the  oig  bend  of  Oaamulgee. 

The  detachment  under  General  Glasseoek^  de- 
layed by  rainy  weather,  bad  roads,  and  want  of 
punctuality  in  the  contractor's  department,  may 
not  be  able  to  form  a  junction  with  the  United 
States  troops  in  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  war 
before  their  term  of  service  expires,  which  will 
be  early  in  next  month.  I  have  therefore  re- 
quested of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this 
State  an  additional  force,  to  assemble  at  this 
place  the  first  of  next  month,  to  consist  of  four 
iMittalioos  of  infantry  and  four  companies  of  ri- 
flemen, for  three  months,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
your  approbation. 

No.  1. 
Fort  SoorTy  December  20, 1817. 

Sir  :  Since  the  day  of  yonr  departure  I  have 
not  received  the  least  informatioa,  except  by  In- 
dians, from  Fort  Gaines,  and  I  have  no  informa- 
tion whatever  of  the  Gheorgia  militia  or  Mela- 
tosh's  Indians. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  Brevet 
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jor  Mnhlenbarg's  ketier  to  mej  of  Ibe  16th  in- 
stant,  which  will  apprize  yoa  of  his  sitaatioa. 
The  armed  boat  I  sent  down  yesterday,  under 
the  comoaaod  of  Captain  Blaekstooe,  with  a  sap- 
ply  of  fifteen  days'  provisions  for  the  men  on 
board  the  yessel,  ana  some  materiais  to  better 
secure  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  I  had 
the  boat  so  altered  as  to  make  her  convenient  to 
carry  forward  an  anchor,  by  which  means  the 
Tcssels  will  be  enabled  to  progress  slowly,  and 
I  think  will  reach  this  in  eight  or  ten  days,  un- 
assisted by  the  wind ;  they  are  about  Ibirty  miles 
below. 

I  shall  do  ererytbiag  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand will  permit,  without  hazardiAg  too  much, 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the  ves- 
sels, whose  force,  from  the  best  information  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  is  between  eight  hund- 
red and  twelve  hundred  Indians  and  negroes,  and 
increasing  daily.  Oo  the  13th  iosuat,  Uambly 
and  Doyte  were  made  prisoners  by  this  party, 
and  I  presume  killed^  and  their  property  of  every 
description  taken  possession  of*  The  chief,  Wil- 
liam Ferryman,  who  had  gone  down  with  a  party 
to  protect  Hamblv  and  Doyle,  was  killed,  and  his 
men  forced  to  join  the  opposite  psrty.  All  the 
Indians  on  the  Chattahoochee,  below  Fort  Gtaines, 
who  are  not  disposed  to  go  to  war,  I  fear  wilh'be 
eompelled  to  remove  above  for  security.  ^ 

The  present  war  with  these  Indians  will  re- 
hire a  much  greater  force  than  was  eontemplaud 
Co  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  Isvorable  conclusion. 
Capechinnieo,  or  the  principal  chief  of  the  Mick- 
asuiee  town,  is  in  command  of  all  the  hostile 
Indians. 

I  have  a  large  keel^boat  on  the  stocks,  and 
should  I  not  be  doeeived  will  have  her  in  a  oon- 
dition  for  service  in  twenty  days  at  farthest ;  she 
will  transport  from  three  to  four  hundred  barrels, 
and  will  m  constructed  to  navigate  the  Appala- 
ehicola  river  with  safety  and  despatch. 

In  eonsequenee  of  the  siitmtioa  of  our  vessels, 
•nd  the  difficulty  of  supplying  Fori  Hughes,  I 
bare  ihooght  it  best  to  recall  the  command. 
During  the  time  Captain  Mclotosh  commanded 
that  post,  he  was  surnmnded  by  a  large  force,  and 
his  arrangements  were  such  as  to  do  him  much 
credit;  he  did  the  enemy  some  injury,  and  had 
no  men  killed  or  wounded. 

There  is  but  about  twenty  days*  rations  of  meat 
on  band  at  this  post.  I  have  sent  the  contract- 
or's agent  to  Fort  Qaines  to  forvrard  beef,  and, 
if  he  should  he  disappointed  there,  have  directed 
him  to  proceed  further.    I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 
'         Lieia.  CoL  eom^g. 

Major  Gkn.  Gaihm. 

No.  2. 
FouT  800TT,  Dee.  21, 1817. 

Sir  :  Since  closing  my  letter,  the  keel-boat  ar- 
rived from  the  vessels  below  with  some  wounded. 

Major  Muhlenburg  states  it  is  impossible  for 
the  vessels  to  get  up,  the  shore  being  lined  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  with  Indians  and  negroes 
who  keep  up  a  constant  fire  on  them.     He  has 


determined,  if  the  boat  does  not  return  to  him 
this  evening,  to  drop  down,  and  try  to  get  to  the 
bay.  The  boat  will  leave  this  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Twiggs  at  12  o'clock  to-day,  and 
will  reach  them  by  sundown,  provided  it  is  not 
interrupted  in  its  descent. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  up  an  intercourse  with 
them  (by  means  of  the  Keel-boat)  until  we  can 
set  the  ammunition  from  on  board,  and,  in  the 
last  extremity,  the^r  will  be  compelled  to  drop 
down  to  the  bav ;  in  doing  which,  I  am  appre- 
hensive they  will  suffer  severely. 

Ton  have,  herewith,  a  copv  of  Brevet  Major 
MuhleObur^s  letter  of  the  t9th  instant.  He  ap- 
pears dissatisfied  that  more  has  not  been  done  for 
his  relief;  in  this  nothing  shall  be  omitted  that 
the  force  here  can  efiect. 

Should  I  attempt  to  march  against  the  enemy 
with  all  the  force  here,  with  the  intention  of  re- 
moving him  from  the  river,  I  am  confident  I 
should  not  succeed,  and,  at  least,  would  sustain  a 
very  considerable  loss. 

Men  and  means  of  everir  description  are  greatly 
wanting  here,  and  shoula  any  misfortune  happen 
to  the  vessels  we  have  not  half  m,  supply  of  am- 
munition, and  not  a  single  stand  of  spare  arms. 

1  have  not  heard  a  word  from  yon  since  your 
departure.    I  am,  sir.  dbc. 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Lieut.  CoL  cam^g. 

Major  Q«B.£.  P.  Qainm. 

No.  3. 

Naaa  the  Oohmbb  towv, 

Tueedaf  teemng,  Dec.  16, 1817. 

Sir:  On  Monday  morning  the  transports  were 
attacked  by  the'  Indians  from  both  sides  of  the 
river,  with  a  heavy  fire  of  small  arms.  We  re- 
turned their  ^re;  the  firing  has  continued  ever 
since.  We  have  lost  two  killed  and  thirteen 
wounded,  most  of  them  severelv;  whether  we 
have  injured  them  any,  I  am  unable  to  say.  We 
are  now  compelled  to  remain  here,  as  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  cany  out  a  warp,  as  a  man  cannot 
show  himself  above  the  bulwark  without  being 
fired  on.  I  can  assure  you  that  our  present  situ- 
ation is  not  the  most  pleasant,  not  knowing  how 
soon,  or -whether,  we  are  to  receive  succor  from 
above. 

The  wounded  are  in  but  a  bad  situation,  owing 
to  the  vessels  being  much  crowded,  and  it  is  im* 
possible  to  make  them  any  ways  comfortable  on 
board.  Not  having  any  other  means  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  I  am  compelled  to  despatch  the 
keel-boat  under  the  command  of  CapUia  Ciineh, 
with  instructions  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to 
Fort  Scott. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon  with  instructions 
how  I  am  to  proceed  in  my  present  situation. 
With  respect,  dtc. 

P.  MUHLBNBURO,  Major. 

P.  6.  We  have  but  a  few  days'  provision  on 
hand ;  the  men  have  been  on  half  allowanoe  for 
some  time. 
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No.  4. 
New  Oobbsee  Town,  Dec  19, 1817. 

Sir:  Yours  by  Captaia  BltckstoD  was  receiTed 
at  12  o'clock  this  moroiog.  and  was  ia  hopes  that 
yoa  would  have  been  able  to  afford  some  relief 
to  the  commaDd,  p.s  our  siiuation  demanded  that 
somethiog  should  have  been  done  immediately. 
That  we  are  not  able  to  progress  is  evident,  as 
we  have  the  enemy  oo  both  sides  of  the  river, 
and.  therefore,  impraciicable  lo  carry  out  a  warp. 
Haa  we  not  heard  from  you  by  the  keel-boat  this 
morning,  it  was  decided  that  we  should  have  at- 
tempted to  return  to  the  bay  this  evening.  I  shall 
now  despatch  the  keel-boat  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Gray,  and  try  to  retain  our  present 
position  until  the  night  of  the  2l8t, 

In  case  we  should  not  hear  from  you,  or  be  re- 
inforced by  land,  we  shall  make  the  attempt  to 
leach  the  bay.    For  further  particulars,  I  refer 
Tou  to  Lieutenant  Gray.    With  respect,  dbc. 
'  P.  MUHLBNBURG,  Major. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Abbucklb. 


EtBiraet  of  a  letter  to  Brevet  Majer  General  Edmund 

P.  Gaineef  dated 

Dbpartmbmt  of  War,  Jan.  16^  1818. 

The  honor  of  the  United  States  requires  that 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles  should  be  terminated 
speedily,  and  with  exemplary  punishment  for  hos- 
tilities so  unprovoked.  Orders  were  issued  soon 
after  my  arrival  here,  directing  the  war  to  be 
carried  on  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  should  it 
be  necessary  to  its  speedy  and  efiectual  termina- 
tion.   The  orders,  I  presvme,  have  been  received. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  you  had  repaired 
to  Amelia  Island,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  it 
being  uncertain  now  long  you  might  be  detained 
there,  the  state  of  things  at  Fort  Scott  made  it 
necessary  to  order  General  Jackson  to  take  com- 
mand there.  From  his  known  promptitude,  it  is 
presumable  that  his  arrival  may  be  soon  expect- 
ed; and,  in  the  meantime,  full  confidence  is 
placed  in  your  well  established  military  talents. 
I  hope  the  junction  of  the  roilUia  will  enable  you 
to  carry  on  offensive  operations,  and  to  restrain 
the  enemy  from  depredations  on  the  frontier.  • 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


HEAoa'ad,  Hartford,  Qborgia, 

January  23, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  this  day  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Arbuckle  reports  of  the  state  of  his  com- 
mand, up  to  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  and 
from  Brigadier  General  Glasscock  up  to  yester- 
day's date,  copies  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewith,  No.  1  to  6. 

By  these  communications  you  will  perceive 
that,  whatever  has  been  or  can  be  said  of  the  de- 
sire of  the  Seminole  Indians  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  make  peace,  there  is  in  reality  no  pros- 
pect of  peace,  without  beating  them  into  a  con- 
viction of  the  danger  and  evil  effects  of  a  war 
with  us ;  and  I  feel  persoaded  that  a  peace  made 
with  them  at  this  time  would  be  followed  by 


scenes  of  more  daring  ontrage  than  those  which 
our  frontier  settlements  have  heretofore  suffered* 

I  have  learned  from  an  officer  lately  at  Fort 
Hawkins,  that  there  is  in  the  post«office  at  that 
place  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  War  to 
Major  General  Jackson.  The  hope  of  seeing  him, 
and  ascertaining  bis  views  upon  the  subject  of 
our  operations  in  this  quarter,  and  to  provide  for 
supplying  the  additional  detachment  of  militia 
ordered  to  this  place,  I  have  delayed  my  move- 
ment to  Fort  Scott  until  I  see  or  hear  from  the 
General,  or  from  the  Department  of  War. 
I  have,  ^. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  J.  C.  CALaooH, 

Secretary  of  War, 

No.  1. 
Fort  Gaimeb,  Dec  23, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  received  yours  by  Mr*  Laycock  last 
evening,  expressing  a  wish  to  hear  from  this  post. 
This  is  the  third  attempt  that  I  have  made  to 
give  you  news  from  here ;  this  same  man  was 
made  prisoner  on  his  way  to  your  post,  and  a 
second  time  compelled  to  return  back. 

You  are  anxious  to  know  of  the  movements  of 
the  militia  and  Indians.  I  will  give  you  what  I 
have  heard  on  that  subject  $  it  was  brought  from 
Fort  Mitohell  by  an  Indian  on  express  $  he  re- 
ceived it  from  Sam  Sells,  direct  from  Fort  Haw* 
kins;  he  states  that  the  militia  were  to  leave  the 
Agency  on  last  Thursday;  no  word  of  them  here 
yet.  He  stated  that  there  was  considerable  con- 
fusion amongst  them  about  marching,  and  that 
some  had  refused  to  march;  and  that  the  agept 
had  told  the  Indians  that  General  Gaines  had  no 
business  to  go  to  the  Indian  towns  and  fire  on 
them  in  the  night;  that  he  had  acted  like  the 
Indians  themselves  in  doing  so.  Mcintosh  bad 
come  as  far  as  Fort  Mitchell  on  his  way,  and  the 
agent  has  sent  him  home,  and  told  him  to  meet 
him  at  the  Agency  for  a  talk,  in  thirty  days, 
eighteen  of  which  yet  remains,  and  that  he  should 
not  move  until  the  General  Government  should 
give  the  order.  This  I  expect  is  the  cai^;  for 
they  have  sentOnis  Horyo  a  talk  that  he  was  do- 
ing wrong  to  be  in  service  in  this  country,  till 
the  agent  should  give  him  orders.  He  farther 
states  that  the  agent  has  sent  a  talk  in  Seminolei 
to  the  chiefs  to  meet  him,  and  he  would  make 
peace  for  them,  and  the  white  people  should  have 
no  satisfaction  for  what  was  done*  This  is  the 
news  here  as  it  respects  the  Indians.  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  they  are  not  coming;  no- 
thing new  here  since  you  heard  from  this  post. 
After  all  that  I  have  said  to  the  citizens,  they  are 
going  from  the  fort  to  their  houses.  General 
Gaines  directed  me  to  send  you  the  census  of 
the  people  at  this  post.  A  few  days  since  there 
were  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  persons  in  the 
fort,  sixty  of  which  have  left  it.  The  General 
directed  me  to  have  a  larce-  corn  house  built  for 
the  reception  of  the  people's  corn ;  I  have  done 
so,  but  they  have  no  disposition  to  do  so.  I  am 
constantly  advising  the  people  to  secure  their  pro- 
visions, but  they  will  not  take  advice  till  it  will 
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be  tooitale.  So  soon  u  they  are  doDe  with  the 
tehooner,  I  shall  expect  a  lisit  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. Six  — ^  will  be  sufficient  to  destroy  all 
the  corn  in  this  part  of  the  coantry,  as  it  all  re- 
maios  at  the  peopled  booses  without  any  pro- 
tection. 

An  Indian  report  here  says  that  Mr.  Arbuth- 
not's  son  is  with  the  Indians,  ^ving  them  instruc- 
tions, and  that  it  was  his  doings  that  Dovle  and 
Hnmbly  were  taken ;  they  state  that  he  is  with 
Kenhija.  and  that  his  orders  were  to  take  them  to 
him.  The  chiefs  below  here  sent  word  to  those 
aboTC  that  they  have  beard  that  they  were  in  the 
white  people's  service,  and  that  they  will  pay 
them  a  risit  after  a  little,  and  reward  them  for 
their  conduct.  Finding  that  those  above  are  not 
coming  down  soon,  they  are  considerably  alarmed 
for  fear  they  will  tall  on  them. 

ROBERT  IRVIN. 

Col.  Ahbuoklb,  oom'^  Fort  Scott, 

No.  2. 
FoHT  Scott,  Dec.  27, 1817. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter I  re^ieived  yesterday  from  Captain  Irvin.  Can 
the  information  given  by  the  Indian  expresses  be 
true? 

The  armed  boat  returned  from  the  vessel  in  the 
Appalchicola  river  yesterday ;  and,  although  they 
have  not  progressed  much,  I  was  greatly  gratified 
to  be  informed  that  no  men  had-  been  killed  or 
wounded  on  board  of  them,  except  those  I  in- 
formed you  of  in  my  communications  of  the 20th 
and  21st  instant. 

I  consider  the  situation  of  those  vessels  much 
more  safe  than  when  I  wrote  to  you  last,  and  have 
little  doubt  I  shall  have  them  here  in  ten  days  from 
this  time,  or.  if  not,  I  can  unload  them  with  safety 
below,  and  have  them  returned  to  the  bay. 

I  ha  ye  had  no  information  respecting  the  Geor- 
gia militia,  or  Mcintosh  and  his  Indians,  except 
what  is  contained  in  the  enclosed* 

I  have  not  heard  of  provisions  being  on  the 
way  from  Fort  Hawkins,  nor  have  I  received  a 
line  from  you  since  your  departure  from  this 
post.    I  am,  dbc. 

M.  ARBUCKLB,  Lieut.  Col  Com. 

Major  General  E.  P.  Gaines, 

8t,  Mary 9^  Georgia. 

No.  3. 
Fort  Mitchxlli  Dec.  30, 1817. 

Mt  Fbibnd:  The  messenger  which  was  sent 
to  the  Mickasukeys  has  returned  with  an  answer 
to  oar  talk.  The  Mickasukeys  say  it  was  not 
them  that  began  the  war ;  they  were  sitting  down 
in  peace,  and  the  white  people  came  on  them  in 
the  night  and  fired  on  them.  The  Mickasukeys 
are  all  sitting  in  their  town  and  doing  no  mischief, 
and  waiting  to  see  if  the  white  people  will  make 
jpeace  with  them.  The  people  that  shot  at  the 
boat,  and  killed  all  the  white  people,  were  the  old 
Red  Sticks  from  the  Upper  town— those  that 
turned  hostile  last  war.  The  man  that  was  sent 
to  the  Miekasukeyt  (Hoopie  Haija)  with  a  peaeo- 


talk  met  the  Miakasnkeys  at  the  half-way  gronnd, 
coming  with  a  peace-talk  to  ns. 

Mr.  Hafnbly  and  Mr.  Doyle  were  taken  prison* 
ers ;  Hopoie  Haija  saw  them ;  Tostennogee  Che- 
peo  has  gone  to  release  them,  and  carry  them  to 
the  fort  at  St  Mark's.  I  have  sent  yon  this  little 
talk  now ;  our  meeting  that  joxi  appointed  will 
soon  be.  and  then  every  thing  will  be  made 
straight.' 

The  Chehaws  have  received  two  letters  from 
the  army,  and  they  had  nobody  to  read  them,  and 
they  do  not  know  the  contents,  and  wish  the  army 
could  be  stopped  unt^  our  meeting  is  over. 

TUSTENNOGEE  HOPOIE, 
HOPOIE  HAIJA. 

No.  4. 

Camp  Cumjumo,  January  10, 1818. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  8th  is  just  received,  and  I 
am  extremely  gratified  to  hear  of  yonr  arrival  at 
Hartford,  as  I  already  feel  considerably  relieved. 
The  many  difficulties  which  have  occurred  since 
yon  left  us,  from  contractors,  together  with  the 
want  of  experience,  I  can  assure  you,  has  caoeed 
me  to  feel  the  responsibility  attached  to  my  com- 
mand ;  but,  with  your  instructions,  I  fiatter  my- 
self 1  shall  now  be  able  to  get  on. 

We  are  now  encamped  about  four  miles  from 
Fort  Blacksbear,  on  a  very  beautiful  and  com- 
manding spot,  with  a  considerable  creek  on  each 
side,  about  four  miles  distant,  neither  of  which 
can  be  crossed  with  wagons.  A  bridge  was 
ereoted  on  the  one  in  our  rear,  but  it  is  entirely 
gone  \  so  soon  as  the  one  in  our  front  falls  suffi- 
ciently, it  will  be  bridged.  I.  have  thouff ht  it  ad- 
visable to  have  the  roads  repaired,  which  will  be 
done  immediately. 

Upolicha,  a  confidential  Indian,  has  just  ar- 
rived with  a  talk  from  Conard,  tne  purport  of 
which  is  as  follows:  He  states,  that  since  the 
principal  chiefs  left  home  for  the  Agency,  the 
whole  of  the  property  of  one  of  them  was  taken 
off  by  some  ot  the  Fowltown  Indians,  and  that 
Conard  is  considerably  alarmed  for  his  own  pro- 
perty. He  has  advised  ua  to  be  on  oor  guard, 
particularly  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  soldiers 
stroUiog  from  the  camp,  which,  for  fear  of  dan- 
ger, will  be  attended  to.  We  have  not  now  on 
hand  ten  bushels  of  corn.  Brockman  is  of  opin- 
ion that  it  will  be  dangerous  to  go  affain  to  the 
Ghehaw,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have,  at  his 
particular  request,  sent  him  with  this  express.  I 
must  refer  you  to  him  for  further  information  as 
to  the  corn  and  provisions  to  be  procured  in  the 
nation. 

I  am  almost  fearful,  when  I  recollect  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  time  of  service  for  which  this  de- 
tachment has  been  called  on,  will  expire  before 
your  object  can  be  accomplished,  as  the  officers, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  are  governed  by  the  men, 
and  not  the  men  by  the  officers.  I  am  in  hopes, 
however,  that  should  yonr  object  not  be  accom- 
plished by  the  first  of  next  month,  I  shall  be  able 
to  render  you  an  essential  service^  by  volunteers 
from  my  oommand,  should  it  be  deemed  neees- 
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wny.  i  will,  howerer,  have  a  penaoal  loter- 
view  with  you  on  the  subject,  on  your  arriral  at 
our  eanp. 

Not  having  oalcalated  od  moviog  from  this 
place  for  six  or  seven  days,  for  want  of  provis- 
MDs,  ^c^  I  gave  a  furlough  to  Captain  Melvin ; 
should  yon  deem  it  necessary  for  us  to  move  be* 
fore  that  time,  I  would  be  glad  that  he  would  re- 
turn.   I  am  yours,  dbc. 

THOMAS  QLASSGOOK, 
Brig.  Om.  ConCg  D.  O,  M.  U.  8.  8. 

Mij.  Qen.  S.  P.  Qainm. 

No.  5. 

Gboar  C»b«c,  5  o'c(ocifc,  Jan.  22, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  was  ordered  this  evening  by  General 
Glasscock  to  take  five  men^  and  proceed  imme- 
diately to  meet  Gaptain  Leigh,  who  was  packed 
from  Hartford  with  provisioos.  I  proceeded  ac- 
cordingly, and  met  him  about  two  miles  on  the 
east  side  of  this  creek,  and  Gaptain  Leigh,  five 
naen  and  ^lyself,  proceeded  on  to  Biaonbear's 
works,  in  considerable  haste;  when  we  reached 
the  creek,  we  made  a  halt  to  fix  on  a  pack,  which 
was  likely  to  fall,  before  we  crossed.  During 
this  stay,  Captain  Leiffh  and  a  private  of  Captain 
Avery's  company,  by  tne  name  of  Samuel  Loftis, 
started  to  cross.  I  called  to  the  Captain,  and  ob- 
cerved  that  he  was  probably  going  into  danger; 
be  repUednot«  As  my  party  and  self  had  crossed 
not  aaore  than  half  an  hour  before,  I  proeeededt 
and  aecompaaied  by  this  man  Loftis,  they  had 
ROt  gotton  entirely  across  the  creek,  when  they 
were  fired  on  bj  a  party  of  ladiaaa,  the  number 
•I  suppose  to  be  twenty  or  thirty,  from  the  report 
of  tntir  guns, and  both  shot  dead  on  the  spot;  I 
immediately  »ode  back  and  ordered  the  provi- 
sions, together  with  Cornet  Isaac  Brown's  com* 
maud,  consisting  of  twenty  men,  to  a  oorner  of 
Genaiml  Biacksbeat's  old  workis.  on  the  east  side 
of  tba  creek,  where  we  took  snelter  in  «  small 
breaatworiE,  determined  to  secure  the  provisions 
if  possible:  this  was  the  only  alternative,  as  they 
were  planted  on  the  awamp,  which  was  at  least 
oae  hundred  yards  across,  and  I  uot  having  more 
than  twenty *sevea  men  under  my  command  with 
guns.  When  we  completed  our  works.  Gaptain . 
Mother  and  Mr.  John  Bridges  proceeaed  down 
the  creek,  in  order  to  make  their  way  across  to 
the  army,  that  Gkneral  Glasscock  might  be  io- 
fornled  of  the  murder,  and  we  reinforced :  that 
teinforeement  has  just  reached  our  works,  com- 
manded by  Major  Joseph  Morgan.  I,  with  Cap- 
tain DenneHy's  company,  will  pn>ceed  with  the 
provisions  to  thearray,aBd  Major  Morgan  will 
pursue  the  trail. 

I  hope,  sir,  as  this  was  written  by  a  toveh,'that 
you  will  ezcufte,  or  correct,  any  mistake. 

I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  H£ARD,  Brigade  Majiar. 

No.  6. 
HaAoa'Aa,  Harttobo  Gborgu, 

Jamutry  26, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  to  me  of  the 
2d  inata&t.  I  proceeded  to  SaramMih,  when,  ta 


my  great  mortification,  I  fonad  the  draugkt  little 
further  advanced  than  when  the  order  first  tssued 
from  the  Executive  department.  In  a  confereace 
with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Marshall,!  learned  that 
the  draught  has  been  made,  but  that  a  number 
of  desertions  bad  since  taken  place,  which,  with 
forty-seven  determined  exempt  from  duty.  Jiave 
reduced  the  quota  one-half,  and  that  he  knows 
of  no  steps  that  can  be  adopted,  without  a  flagrant 
violation  of  the  civil  law.  to  cause  their  attend- 
ance at  the  general  renaezvous,  if  they  refuse 
to  go,  which  they  do,  almost  unanimously.  The 
draught  from  the  85th  regiment  have  progressed 
further  in  their  preparations  for  theservice,  though 
I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harrison 
that  it  would  be  some  days  before  they  eould 
leave  their  homes,-  as  an  inquiry  into  exemption, 
and  a  second  draught,  would  be  necessary  to  fill 
their  ranks. 

On  my  leaving  Saviinnah,  Colonel  Marshall 
assured  me,  that  as  soon  as  a  second  draught  had 
been  effected^  and  the  necessary  arrangements 
made  for  their  movements,  he  would  address  to 
me  a  report  to  that  effect,  at  Fort  Hawkins, 
which  has  not  been  received,  and  I  am  left  to 
conclude  that  the  arrangements  referred  to* have 
not  been  carried  into  effect.  Captain  Russell 
reported  to  me  that  he  Was  prepared  to  furnish 
the  transportation  necessary  for  their  movements, 
if  it  should  be  required.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

CLINTON  WRIGHT, 
Major  VhUed  Statee  Army. 

General  E.  P.  GAiNBa. . 


fifiADa'aa,  Habtfoud,  Georgia, 

Jamary  30, 1818. 

Sia:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letters  of  the  26th  December,  and  16th  of  the 
present  ^moDtb,  the  first  having  followed  me  IVom 
Amelia  Island. 

I  have,  for  some  months  past,  endeavored  to 
inform  myself  of  the  topography  of  the  country 
between  the  Appalachicola  and  St.  John's;  but 
have  received  only  the  apparently  imperfect  ac- 
counts of  some  balf-blooded  blacks,  and  Indians, 
as  to  the  western  part  cif  that  tract  of  country. 
The  eastern  part  is  well  known  to  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed. From  Amelia  island  to  the  Lochway, 
the  country  is,  for  the  most  part,  what  Is  here 
called  pine  barren,  nearly  level,  intersected  with 
creeks  and  ponds,  oordered  in  many  places  with 
rich  hammock  land,  which  increases  in  quantity 
and  quality  as  yon.  approach  the  Loch  way  towns. 
From  thence  to  St.  mrk's  and  Appalachicola, 
the  hammock  land  is  found  in  very  considerable 
bodies ;  mtich  the  largest  pertioa  of  the  country, 
however,  is  poor,  sandy,  pine  barreii.  The  ham- 
mock lands  afibnl  great  quantities  of  live  oak, 
some  cedar,  and  other  valuable  timber.  There 
are  several  large  swamp  on  the  route  betwcea 
the  Lochway  and  St.  Mark'a,  which,  during  a 
season  of -rainy  weather,  are  impracticable,  with- 
out the  aid  of  boats;  but  the  countrr  being  gea- 
erally  open,  will  admit  of  good  roaas,  whea  the 
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weather.  i9  moderataly  drv.  I  have  not  a  doabt 
bat  the  army  may  marea  with  considerable  fa- 
cility, fVom  the  Appalachicola  to  St.  JohnV  or 
Amelia  Island,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  vessels  to 
send  proviMOBS)  d^.,  from  Fort  Scott  down  ihe 
rirer,  and  thence  coastwise  to  the  month  of  the 
Snwanee  river,  130  miles  east  of  the  Appalachi- 
cola, and  about  140  miles  west,  southwest  from 
Amelia  Islabd.  The  last  mentioned  distance  may 
be  marched  in  eight  days,  without  wagons  or 
baggage,  the  troops  carrying  their  own  provis- 
ions in  their  haversaeks.  A  movement  from 
Amelia  Island-,  by  the  way  of  St.  John's  and 
Loehway,  aayoohave suggested,  would,  I  think, 
prodoee  the  desired  effecr,  in  co-operation  with 
the  troops  from  Fort  Scott;  upon  this  sobjeet.  I 
shwU  confer  with  the  commander-ia«chief  of  the 
drrision. 

By  a  letter  from  Major  Bankheady  dated  the 
ITlh  of  this  motith,  I  learn  that  two  tbonsand 
Spanish  troops  are  reported  to  have  arrived  at 
Sc»  A.'ugustine.  Although  little  reliance  can  be 
plaeed  in  the  report  received  by  Major  Ban khead, 
yet,  whether  it  be  true  or  not,  I  am  satisfied  his 
comntand  (330  men)  is  qtfite  too  smail  to  admit 
of  any  detachment,  other  than  that  at  Trader's 
Hill.  There  should,  indeed,  be  not  less  than  this 
number  stationed  at  and  in.  the  immediate  vi- 
citnty  of  the  Hilf,  and  a  much  greater  number 
upon  the  frontier  between  that  pojnt  and  thi8« 
By  »  letter  from  W.  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Telfair,  I 
am  informed  that  a  party  of  Indians  killed  a  Mr. 
Daniel  Dikes  and  his  family,  a  few  days  past,  on 
the  St.  THla,  about  forty  miles  from  the  town  of 
Jackson,  Telfair  covrt-house.  I  immediately  de- 
tached a  troop  of  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  In- 
dians, attd  at  the  same  time  sent  out  a  detach- 
ment of  infantry  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and 
secure  the  intermediate  frontier  from  a  similar 
outrage* 

Accompanying  this  I  endoee  a  monthly  return 
of  the  detachment  of  (Georgia  militia  under  Brig- 
adier General  Glassock,  which  was  not  received 
until  this  day }  I  bad  confidently  believed  that  the 

J  proper  rettimt  of  this  detachment  had  been  duly 
orwarded  by  Major  Nicks,  who  mustered  and 
inspected  the  same,  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
Qea«r«l'»  office. 

With  extreme  regret,  I  have  to  state  tha4  the 
expected  co-operation  on  the  part  of  that  detach- 
ment ha«  en firely  failed.  An  attempt  to  obtain 
Tolonteers  to  continue  in  service  until  the  arrival 
of  the  detachment  from  Major  General  Floyd^ 
division,  produced  but  forty  men*  T4ie  enclosed 
report  of  Major  Wright,  assietant  adjutaat  gen* 
eral,  contains  a  discouraging  picture  of  that  de- 
uchment.  It  cannot  be  expected  at  this  place 
befoaa  the  10th  of  next  month,  not  is  it  probable 
that  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three 
iMlfidced  oat  of  the.  ^^e  hnndred  called  for,  can 
be  got  into  service. 

Tbe  enclosed' papers^  No«  1  to  4^  contain  copies 
of  roy  last  cetrespondance  with  the  contiactat's 
agent. 

The  actiag  quaitcrmaater,  Lieutenant  Kdser, 
hat  piurohased  the  greater  part  of  the  piQvisiona 


isaned*  darwg  the  present  month,  aQd  i»  now 
engaged  in  the  purchase  of  tbirtjr  thoosaad  ra*- 
tions,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  now  oa  the 
way  to  Fott  Scott,  by  the  way  of  Flint  river* 
To  pajjT  for  these  supplies,  I  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  ten  tbonsand  dollars  from 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  upon  a  promise  to  re* 
place  the  amount  in  three  months  from  the  23d  • 
instant.  I  bad  taken  the  liberty  to  send  to  Au* 
gusta  a  draft  upon  the  Department  of  War  for 
fifteen  tboueand  dollars,  but  could  not  obtain 
money  on  the  draft  without  suffering  a  discount 
of  2^  per  cent,  which  was  totally  inadmissible. 

The  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  forwarded  by 
yo4ir  order,  being  required  to  pay  the  expense  of 
transporution,  for  which  this  sam  will  be  insiif^ 
fieient^  I  have  to  request  that  you  Will  be  pleased, 
to  order  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollafs,  on'  ao-^ 
count  of  the  supply  of  rattoas  to  be  forwaiided< 
to  hia  eseelleacy  Governor  Rabnn,  to  replaaa 
that  sum  advaaced  by  him.    I  have,  dbc 

BDMUND  P.  QAlNfiS* 

The  Hon*  John  C.  CALBOoif, 

SeePitaryqf  War. 

No.  1. 

Hxad^'rb,  Hartpord;  Gsoroia, 

Jam$ary  13, 1816.' 

Sir  :  I  have  received' your  report,  in  which  you 
state  that  you  have  some  rations  *'on  the  way," 
but  you  do  not  state  where,  or  In  what  quanti- 
ties, tbey  are  to  be  found.  Let  me  be  informed 
upon  this  subject  without  delay. 

Havinff  been  informed  by  brigadier  General 
Glasscock  that  he  has  not  been  regularly  supplied 
with  rations  by  you  ;  that  he  had  advanced  you 
two  thpusaod  dollars  to  purchase  pork  for  the 
detachment  of  Georgia  militia  under  bis  com- 
mand, (wbich  I  directed  you  to  forward  to  this 
Klace  for  that  detachment,)  I  learn  tbat  you 
ave  not  complied  with  ray  requisition  or  order. 
Should  this  apparent  neglect  remain  longer  un- 
explained, your  continuance  as  contractor's  agent, 
or  as  suttler,  within  the  limits  of  my  command, 
will  be  no  longer  tolerated- 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major  General  commanding, 

Capuin  0,  W.  Calus, 

Contractor' $  Ageni^  Fort  B[iwkCn$. 

No.  d:  - 

Hastpmp)  Jamtary  24, 1818. 

SiBt  Your  eommuaicaciott  of  the  12th  k  re* 
ccived.  To  the  several  snhjeetat  thacein  rele»* 
red,  aad  to  others,  I  iiaire  the  honor  to  reply  aa 
follows : 

Th»  raationtt  reported  to  have  bean  on  hand 
were  at  Fort  mwkias,  Creek  Agency,  Fort 
Minahell,  and  Fort  Gaines;  estimated,  at  Fort 
Hawhina^  say  ten  or  fifteen  tbonsand  rations  of 
pork  and  beef,  aad  of  flour  four  or  five  thousand 
rations;  at  the  agency,  nine  thousand  raitans  of 
flour,  with  acoBsideroble  quantity  of  the  smaller 
pacts.f  at  Fort.  Mitebell,  ten  thousand  rations  of 
flour,  with  a  very  small  quantity  of  vinegaf  5  and 
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at  Fort  Ghiines,  say  ftix  or  serea  thousand  rations 
of  flour. 

The  two  thousand  dollars  received  of  Qeoeral 
Glasaeock  I  did  not  UDderstand  were  to  be  applied 
exclusively  to  the  purchase  of  pork.  My  dis* 
bursements  in  the  purchase  of  provision  have 
considerably  exceeded  that  aum  since  the  receipt 
of  it,  which  was  on  the  10th  of  December  last. 
Of  this  fact  I  shall  be  able  to  eonvinee  the  Gen- 
eral, by  a  referenee  to  my  hooka,  aad  other 
vouchers  on  that  subject  It  is  true  that  the 
balance  of  pork  leA  at  Fort  Hawkins  was  uot 
forwarded  to  this  place  in  compliance  with  your 
orders }  this  non-compliance  proceeded  from  no 
dispoaition  to  evade  or  treat  with  indifference 
the  orders  of  the  Gkneral,  but  for  want  of  imme* 
diata  meana  of  tranaportinff  it.  In  short,  allow 
me  to  aaaure  yoo,  air,  thia  if  I  have,  or  if  I  may 
disobey  your  orders,  it  ia  alone  aseribable  to  the 
want  of  the  meaoa  for  eompiianca*  With  re- 
gard to  the  flour  refuaed  at  Fort  Hawkins,  after- 
wards transported  to  and  sold  at  this  place  to  the 
troops,  by  Mr.  Lavake^  I  report  that  it  was  never 
the  property  of  the  contractor ;  that  it  was  in- 
spected and  refused  as  hia ;  that  it  waa  tranaport- 
cd  and  aold  by  him,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  contractor  or  hia  agent, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4&c. 

O.  W.  OALLIS, 

CotUractcT^$  Agent. 
Major  Qen.  B.  P.  GAiiina,  fc 

No.  3. 

HEADa'na,  HARTrORD,  GCORGIA, 

January  19, 1818. 

The  army  contractor  is  hereby  required  to  pro- 
vide Tor  the  daily  issue  of  two  thousand  complete 
rations  to  the  United  States'  troops  and  militia,  at 
the  new  fort  now  building  on  Flint  river,  near 
the  Chebaw  village,^  and  to  have  in  store  at  that 
fort,  by  the  20th  dsy  of  the  next  month,  (Febru- 
ary,) sixtv  thousand  complete  rations ;  the  meat 
Krt  of  which  to  consist  of  good  pickled  pork  or 
con. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

MaJ<nr  Oeneral  Com^g 

Benjamin  G.  Orr,  Bsq., 

iimijf  Coniractor,  or  hi$  Agent. 

No.  4. 

HARTroRD,  Jatiuary  24, 1818. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  requisition,  under  date  of  the  10th, 
and  to  report  that  the  contractor  cannot  comply 
with  it  in  full ;  but  that  there  is  engaged  to  the 
contract  to  have  been  delivered  at  Fort  Hawkins. 
OR  the  20tb  of  this  month,  seventy  thousano 
rations  of  pork,  which,  together  with  the  provi- 
sions the  money  I  have,  or  may  have,  will  pro- 
cure, shall  be  furnbhed  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

O.  W.  CALLIS, 

Contractcf'M  Agent. 
ijor  General  Gaimrs. 


Fort  Scott,  January  12, 1818. 

Sir  :  On  the  16th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to 
inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  in  charge 
of  Brevet  Major  Muhlenburg,  and  to  enclose  to 
you  the  resigoation  of  Ist  Lieutenant  ^harp,  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  the  accepiance  of  which  I 
recommended,  on  account  ot  bis  intemperate 
habits.  Since  that  period,  Lieutenant  Johnson, 
of  the  same  corps,  has  tendered  bis  resignation, 
which  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  would  also  re- 
commend that  hia  wish  to  leave  the  aerviceahould 
be  gratified,  aa  hia  conduct  ina  akirmiah  with  the 
Indiana  aome  time  aince  waa  npt  such  as  to  evi- 
dence his  being  well  qualified  for  the  profession 
of  arms. 

I  have  permitted  him  and  Lieutenant  Sharp 
to  be  absent  until  the  acceptance  of  their  resig- 
natioaa  may  be  published,  unleas  otherwise  or- 
dered f  and  herewith  encloaed  is  a  oopy  of  Liea» 
tenant  Sharp's  letter  of  resignation. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  croMed  the  Flint  river, 
about  fourteen  miles  above  thia  poat,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Fowltown,  which  had  been  deaerted.  I 
burnt  it,  and  on  the  next  day  arrived  at  Ailapul- 
^§,  a  small  town  about  fourteen  miles  southeast 
of  this  poat.  It  had  alao  been  abandoned,  and  the 
cattle  and  stock  of  every  kind  removed,  as  nad  been 
the  case  at  Fowltown.  1  am  informed  they  have 
gone  to  or  beyond  the  Okdokne  river,  there  to 
pJace  their  women  and  property  in  greater  seeu- 
rity,  and  better  prepare  themselves  for  war.  They 
continue  to  have  considerable  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  at  Chatahoochee,  many  of  whom  were 
with  them, and  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  Lieu- 
tenant Scott  and  his  party,  and  in  the  attack  on 
our  vessels  ascending  the  river,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brevet  Major  Muhlenburg.  You  have 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Irviog,com- 
mandiog  at  Fort  Gainea.  I  cannot  believe  the 
information  it  containa,  yet  I  have  been  informed, 
a  few  day  a  aince,  that  the  Indiana  on  the  Chata- 
hoochee, below  Fort  Gainea,  have  received  infor- 
mation from  the  agent  of  the  Creek  nation  that 
they  are  to  uae  their  pl^aaure  in  joining  ua,  aa 
we  are  the  aggreaaors.  But  few  of  them  require 
great  inducement  to  act  in  the  war,  but  most  if 
on  our  aide ;  and  ahould  the  war  with  the  Lower 
Creeks  terminate  on  the  terma  repreaented  by 
Mr.  Irvin,  it  will  be  risking  but  little  to  say  the 
peace  will  be  of  abort  duration.  The  force  of 
this  place  ia  much  too  email  to  advance  against 
the  enemy,  and  I  have  not  received  the  least  in* 
formation  of  the  Georgia  militia  or  Mcintosh's 
Indians,  except  what  ia  contained  in  Mr.  Irvin's 
letter,  or  a  line  from  Ghsneral  Ghiinea  aince  hia 
departure. 

I  have  but  about  two  daya'  rationa  of  meat, 
and  aomethiog  upwarda  of  thirty  daya*  rations 
of  fiour  on  hand,  and  without  advice  of  addi- 
tional auppliea  being  on  the  way;  and  ahould 
Captain  Bircb,  who  is  now  at  Fort  Gaines  with 
a  command  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  beef,  not  succeed,  and 
the  contractor's  agents  persist  in  neglecting  their 
duty  much  longer,  the  consequences  must  be 
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greatly  dtsastroos  to  the  inhabitsftts  of  theCliat* 
aboochee. 

I  bave  sent  Captain  Gummings  te  the  bay,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  infornaation  shoold  any 
vessel  arriye  there  with  protision,  and  will  do  all 
in  mir  power  to  maintain  my  position  ;  yet  I  do 

freatly  fear  my  best  exertions  to  do  so  will  fail, 
detached  a  sergeant  and  foar  mounted  men,  on 
express,  to  Fort  Hawkins,  on  the  21st  ultinao, 
and  have  not  since  heard  of  them.  I  shall  write 
to  the  Creek  agent  by  the  present  opportunity, 
and  enclose  to  him  a  copy  or  Mr.  Irvin's  letter. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  <dbc. 

M.  ARBUCKLB, 
Lieut  Col.  1th  Inf.  eominaiiatv^. 
Major  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson, 

NaehviUej  Tewneeeee. 

N.  B.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  ueneral  Qaines,  dated  on 
the  20th  altimo,  at  Hartford.  The  contractor's 
agent  in  that  quarter,  I  am  informed,  has  failed, 
and  the  militia  are  now  about  thirty  miles  above 
this,  badly  supplied  with  provision.  Captain 
Birch  has  informed  me  that  he  will  be  able  to 
obtain  thirty  or  forty  head  of  beef  cattle  at  Fort 
Oaines  $  be  will  be  compelled  to  take  themi  as 
the  people  refoee  to  selL  ^    M.  A. 


Fort  Scott,  January  13, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
yesterday,  after  writing  to  Major  General  Jack- 
son ;  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him  is  enclosed, 
which  will  exhibit  to  you  the  state  of  things  in 
this  quarter. 

I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  Colonel  Brearly 
or  the  militia^  except  that  tbej^  were  within 
twenty-five  miles  of  tbe  Flint  river  on  the  4tb 
instant.  Brockman  wrote  to  me  on  that  date, 
and  informed  me  that  he  was  engaged  procuring 
provisions  for  the  militia,  the  contractor  having 
failed  to  supply.  This,  with  the  information 
you  gave  on  that  subject,  has  induced  me  to 
contract  with  Mr.  McCulIoh  to  deliver  fifteen 
thousand  rations  of  meat  at  this  post,  in  twenty 
days  from  this  time,  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
per  ration.  Should  he  fulfil  his  agreement,  and 
Uaptain  Birch  succeed  in  procuring  thirty  or 
forty  head  of  beef  cattle,  I  think  that  supply 
will  last  the  troops  until  provisions  are  received 
from  New  Orleans.  Our  horses  have  a  distem- 
per among  them,  which  I  fear  will  destroy  a 
great  number  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

M.  ARBUCELE,  LL  Col.  Com'g. 
Major  Gen.  E.  P.  Gainrb, 

St.Mary'ef  Qeorgia. 


Forj  Soott,  January  18, 1818; 

BiR  :  I  fcave  received  information  this  evening, 
which  I  h«ve  no  doubt  may  be  relied  on,  that  the 
whole  or  tlie  greater  portion  of  the  hostile  Indians 
are  to  have  a  meeting  somewhere  near  the  mouth 
of  Flint  river,  on  the  21st  instant,  for  the. purpose 
of  concerting  measures  for  the  destruction  of  the 


inhabitants  on  the  Chatahoochee^  and  the  redac* 
tion  of  this  post.  In  the  latter  obieet  they  expect 
to  succeed,  owing  to  our  want  of  supplies:  and 
their  calculations  are  not  without  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  success,  should  not  uncommon  exer- 
tions be  made  to  supply  us  from  your  quarter,  as 
this  command  has  been  without  meat  at  this  time 
for  five  or  six  days,  and  have  barely  a  hope  of 
reoeiviuff  a  temporary  supply,  by  a  command 
sent  to  Fort  Gh^ines  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
a  few  beef  cattle. 

I  have  heard  from  the  bay  this  evening;  one 
vessel  has  arrived  there  with  clothing  and  mili- 
tary stores,  having  on  board  very  little,  if  any, 
more  provisions  than  will  be  required  by  the  com- 
mand on  board  of  her,  and  without  certain  infor- 
mation of  other  vessels  being  on  the  way. 

I  have  to  request  you  will  let  me  bear  from 
yon  without  loes  of  time,  and  that  you  will  inform 
me  of  a  prospect  of  supplies  from  your  Quarter. 

I  ami  eir,  most  respectfally,  &c. 

M.  ARBUCKLB,  U.  Col.  Om'g. 

Brigadier  Ckneral  Glasscock, 

Oukam  lowfi,  FHat  rvoer. 


MM*. 


Dbpartmbnt  of  War,  Aug.  14, 1818. 

.  Sir  t  The  Pretideac  having  determined  to  re* 
store  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  with  the  Baran- 
cas,  to  the  Spanish  authority,  I  am  directed  to 
issue  orders  to  carry  this  determination  iato  effect. 
You  will,  accordingly,  give  the  necessary  orders 
to  the  commandant  at  Pensacola  to  surrender  that 
place,  with  the  Barancas,  to  jinv  Spanish  oflficer 
properly  authorized  to  receive  them.  Authority 
from  the  Governor  General  at  the  Havana,  or  the 
Sj[>anish  Minister,  Don  Onis,  is  considered  suffi- 
cient ;  or,  in  case  the  Governor,  late  in  possessioa 
of  West  Florida,  Don  Jose  Mazot^ should  himself 
appear  to  receive  possession,  it  will  be  restored 
to  him  on  his  own  authority.  St.  Marb  will  be 
restored  to  the  late  Spanish  commandant,  should 
he  aopear  to  receive  it,  or  to  any  officer  having 
similar  authority,  as  in  the  case  of  Pensacola ; 
provided  he  is  accompanied  with  a  sufficient  force 
to  garrison  it,  so  as  to  prevent  the  post  from  being 
seaed  by  the  hostile  Indians.  Its  situation  ia 
the  midst  of  the  hostile  Indians  renders  this  pre- 
canlion  necessary.  You,  who  have  an  accurate 
kaowledge  of  the  strength  of  the  Indians,  and  of 
the  post,  will  be  able  to  irive  precise  instrnctioDs 
on  this  point.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  Spaaish 
force  be  so  considerable  as  will  probably  prevent 
any  attempt  by  the  Indians  to  occupy  it. 

Public  property  will  be  restored  in  the  condi- 
tion, as  far  a^  practicable,  in  which  it  was  takea 
possession  of.  On  evacuating  these  posts,  you 
will  make  such  arrangements  as  will  be  the  best 
calculated  to  hold  the  Indians,'  still  remaining 
hostile,  in  check,  and  to  cover  our  frontier.  To 
effect  these  objects,  it  is  thought  that  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  take  post  to  the  west  of  the  Ap- 
palachicola,  within  tbe  Florida  line,  as  the  In- 
dians in  that  quarter  are  said  to  be  very  inconsid- 
erable. You  will,  accordingly,  station  the  troops 
which  may  be  thought  to  be  necessary  for  the 
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preteotioQ  of  Uiatporiioo  of  tbt  frontier  oo  oar 
side  of  the  line,  anfeM  your  impression  shoald  be 
decidedly  different  from  that  I  bare  stated  ;  in 
wbieb  event,  you  will  uke  post  at  any  point 
wbieh  you  may  judge  proper  within  the  country 
poweseed  by  the  Indians.  On  the  east  of  the 
Appalacbieola  you  may  station  the  troops  on 
either  side  of  the  line^  as  you  may  judge  Pfoper. 
Fore  Ghidedeo,  besides  admitting  of  great  ucility 
for  supplies,  a^Mars  to  be  a  very  commanding 
position,  and  ought  not  to  be  evacuated*  Should 
yen  think  so^  you  will  reuin  it^  and  garrison  it 
with  a  sufficient  force. 

.  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  make  such  a  distri- 
bution of  your  command  as  to  afibrd,  with  vigi- 
lance, effectual  protection  to  the  frontier,  without 
resorting  to  the  militia.  It  is  of  great  import* 
aaeei  if  the  nilitia  can  be  dispensed  with,  not 
toicall  them  into  actual  service,  as  it  is  harassing 
to  iJiem  and  exhausting  to  the  Treasury.  Pro* 
tection  is  the  first  object,  and  the  second  is  pso- 
tecttoB  by  the  regnlat.  force*    I  have,  ^. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Brevet  Mnjov  Aok  B;  P.  CUmM, 

FhHMatMnk,  ~ 


DaffAETMiiiT  or  War, 

Ang^  10, 1816. 

Btn :  I  send  the  enclosed  extract  from  the  let* 
ter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Spanish 
Minister,  in  relation  to  St.  Mark's  and  rensa« 
cola.  My  inetrnctioos  to  you,  of  the  14th  in* 
stent,  contained  the  substance  of  this  extract ; 
and  my  object  in  communieatiog  it  now,  is,  that 
you  may  be  in  possession  of  ine  precise  ideas 
communicated  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  in  case 
anr  dilBcnlty  should  occur.    I  have,  &c. 

J.  O.  CALHOUN. 

General  B.  P.  Oaikxb. 


HsAna'aa,  Division  of  ths  Soutb, 
AofAmtfe,  January  20, 1818. 

Sm:  In  a  communication  to  you  of  the  IStb 
instant,  I  aeknawlsi^d  the  receipt  of  your  order 
of  the  d6th  ultimoi  and  advised  you  of  the  ap- 
peal I  had  made  to  the  patriotism  of  the  West 
Tenoesseeans.  On  yeaterdayi  the  officers  wiio 
had  80  ^Uaotly  headed  the  Tennesaee  monated 
volunteers,  during  the  Creek  campaigoa,  met  me 
at  this  place,  and  gave  ever^  assumnee  of  their 
ability  to  assemble  two.  regiments  of  mounted 
giin*men  by  the  31st  instant,  at  any  designated 
point  within  the  western  part  of  tliis.  State.  I 
have  ordered  them  torendexvousaiFayetMville, 
and  as  many  as  may  appear  on  the  31st  inataoi, 
er  the  1st  of  Februar  jt,  to  be  nuistered  and  re- 
ceived into  service  for  six  months  (if  not  sooner 
discharged)  by  my  inspector  general.  The  con* 
tzaetor  has  instructions  to  issue  to  these  troops 
twenty  days'  rations,  and  every  measure  has 
been  adopted  to  facilitate  their  march,  via  Fort 
Jackson,  bv  the  most  practicable  route,  to  Fort 
Scott.    These  troops  will  be  well  supplied  as  far 


aaFort  Jackson,  and  there  the  n^oessajry  provis- 
ions may  be  obtained  and  packed  to  answer  their 
immediate  wants,  until  they  are  intercepted  by 
supplies  from  below.  Major  Fanning  has  been 
despatched  to  Fort  Hawkins  to  purchase  and 
forward  on  these  supplies  to  the  most  convenient 
point  of  interception.  I  have  advanced  to  him 
two  thousand  dollars,  with  authority  to  draw  on 
the  quartermaster  general  for  any  additional 
sums  wanted,  and  imposed  upon  him  the  tempo* 
rary  duties  of  deputy  quartermaster  geneiaL  I 
am  compelled  to  this  arrangement  (Tom  an  im* 
pression  that  there  can  be  no  officer  oif  the  quar- 
termaster's department  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Hawkins,  and  Colonel  Oibsen  could  not  possibly 
reach  that  neighborhood  to  effect  thn  objects 
wished. 

My  inspector  general,  Colonel  Hayne,  (no 
brigadier  general  having  voluateered  his  ser- 
vices,) is  charged  with  conducting  the  march  of 
the  tvro  regiments  of  Tennessee  Tolunteers  to 
the  southern  frontier. 

From  theconienu  of  Colonel  Arbtt<^le^s  and 
Msjor  Muhlenbarg's  lettete,  copies  of  which  are 
herewith  enclosed,  yon  wiU  readily  perceive  that 
the  former  must  remain  inactive,  and  that  the 
latter  is  in  a  dangerous  situation.  Every  infer* 
matien  from  our  southern  frontier  iustiiies  the 
decisive  measures  I  have-  taken,  and  urges  the 
promptmovement  of  the  volunteers  called  into 
service.  I  trust  you  will  view  the  subject  in  the 
same  light,  and  that  my  arrangements  may  meet 
with  your  entire  approbation. 

The  troops  now  aasembied  on  our  southern 
boundary,  reinforced  with  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers called  in(o  service,  will  enable  me  to  inflict 
speedy  and  merited  chastisement  on  the  dehided 
Seminoies.  I  remain  here  to  facilitate  every  ar- 
rangement  for  the  prompt  movement  of  the  Ten- 
nessee detachment,  but  will  leave  this  on  the  S8d 
instant  for  Fort  Seott,  via  Fort  Hawkins. 

From  Colonel  Arbuckle's  letter  I  am  advised  of 
the  departure  of  Qeneral  Gaines  from  Fort  Scott ; 
and  the  newspapers  communicate  the  informa- 
tion of  the  <3eorgia  contingency  being*  command- 
ed by  a  Brigadier  Qeneml.  As  he  must,  conse- 
quently, be  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Scott,  I  have  this- 
day  direct^  instructions  to  him  by  no  means  to 
precipitate  himself  into  a  general  Engagement 
with  the  Seminoies,  but  at  ail  hazards  to  reliere, 
if  possible,  Major  Mublenburg  from  his  present 
situation,  and  cover  his  ascent  op  the  Appalacbi- 
eola river.  I  have  further  advised  him  of  my 
movements,  and  directed  that  he  should  remain 
on  the  defensive,  collect  all  the  necessary  aupplies, 
and  have  every  preparation  made  for  aa  active 
campaign  as  soon  as  reinforced  by  the  Tennes- 
seeans. 

Gkne ral  Qaines  has  been  n^^&ed  of  this  order. 
I  have  no  later  advices  from  htm  than  that  of  the 
2d  of  December,  informing  me  of  the  catastro- 
phe of  Lieutenant  Scott  and  party. 

Your  letter,  enclosing  your  general  order  of  the 
29ih  ultimo,  has  been  received.  Like  yourself,  I 
have  no  other  feelings  to  gratify  than  those  con- 
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nteltd-  with  the  ptthUc  good,  and  it  gives  i*e 
pleasare  to  find  that  we coincide  in  those  opiaions 
caleulated  to  prodnee  it.  RespomibiKiy  now 
rests  where; it  should,  on  tiie  offieer  issuing  the' 
order;  and  the  principle  acknowledged  U  calcu- 
lated to  insure  that  snbordioaiioa  so  necessary  to 
the  haimonions  movemettt  of  every  part  of  the 
militairy  maebinew 

It  wonid  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  eomnin- 
nicaia  snth  you  on  all  military  points  which  my 
experience  mtfy  enable  me  to  eweidate^ 
With  respect^  d»e. 

ANDRBW  JACKSON. 

Hon,  JniieO.  Calbouh,  See^y  of  War. 

BMHMi  •fa  kUefptm  J.  C*  Caihouni  Sumiwty  of 
Wmty  ta  Mt^  GmtP&i  Andr9»  Jaektom,  dakd 

Jahuart  29, 1818. 
Yonr 'letters  of  the  12th  aod  13th  instant  are 
received.  The  measures  yoC  have  taken  to  bring 
an  efficient  force  into  the  field  are  approbated ; 
and  a  confident  hope  is  entertained  that  a  speedv 
and  successful  termination  of  the  Indian  war  will 
fallow  your  exertions. 

Bxtfiuioftf  a  letter  from  the  Seentarv  of  War.  to 
Mi^ar  General  Andrew  Jaekeonf  dated 

Depabtmsht  or  War,  JF^  6, 1818. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimoi  and  to- acquaint 
you  with  the  entire  approbation  of-  the  President 
of  ail  the  measures  which  you  have .  adopted  to 
tenninate  the  rupture  with  the  Indians.  The 
honor  of  our  aroM  as  well  as  the  interest  of  oor 
country,  requires  tnat  it  should  be  as  speedily  ter- 
minated as  practicable ;  and  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  your  skill  and  promptilade  assurer  us 
that  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  ccwditioas  as 
will  make  it  honocaUe  and  permaaent. 

BgBmut^ofmkkterfrom'  Omdml  Amdtem  JmAimto 
tke  Soentat^of  Wat,  dated 

PoBT  HAWVfiiBf  F>ikruary  lOi  1818. 

I  reaehed  this  place  hiat  evening,  when  I  learned, 
by  sundry  communications  treceived  from  Brevet 
MMorQeneral  Gainee,  that  the  Georgia  militia, 
under  Qeaeral  GHasseeek,  had  all  returned  home, 
leaving  the  frontier  in  b  verv  ezpoeed  situation. 
The  regular  troops  at  Fort  Gicott  have  been  out 
of  provisions,  but  th«'  means  adopted  by  Major 
Qeneral  Gmcs  to  remedy  that  evil,  induces  a 
stroBg  pnsumpiion  that  they  aie  by  this  time  snp^' 

'M\  which,  withthestores  ordered  by  m^  from! 

ew  >  OpleBB%  will,  I  trust,  afihrd  ub  am  ample 
liy  for  thecampaigB, 

he  contractor  having  faiM,  Qeneral  Gainea 
has,  by  my  order,  directed  the  ouartermaster  to 
pmchaae  prevlsioiiSjin  which  he  has  succeeded  so 
far  aa  to^fsocure  one  thousaad  one  hundred  bogs, 
and  a  suftctency  of  bread  stuff;  this  will  march 
the  troops  to  and  from  the  seat  of  war. 

I  aai  without  any  official  advice  as  to  the  pre* 
paration  and  march  of  the  late  requisition  from 
the  Biate  of  Georgia. 
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\EiBirmetof  aktter  fr4m  QtneM  Jaekemioike  Bet'^ 

reimy  of  Wetr,  dated 

HABTrOBO,  GEORBtA,  />6.  14,  1818. 

I  artired  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the 
12th,  and  here  met  with  GeDeral  Gaines.  From 
a  letter  received  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
advising  of  the  movement  of  the  militfa  from  the 
several  oountiesto  the  desigoitted  point  of  rendez- 
vous^ as  well  as  the  punctuality  with  which  the 
troopshave  assembled  bereunderCkneral  Gaines^ 
requisition,  has  induced  a  hope  ibat  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  make  a  prompt  and  speedy  march  for 
the  relief  of  Fore  Scott. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
B.  G.  Orr  to  Captain  Callis,  contractor's  agent 
at  Pert  Hawkins.  From  the  sum  with  which  he ' 
states  to  have  furnished  his  agents  ia-thiscoun* 
try,  ycQ  can  judge  how  far  efficient  means  have^ 
been  adopted  to  Insure  the  necessary  supplies  to 
the  trobps  heretofore  in  service,  as  well  as  those' 
sumttieaed  to  the  field  under  the  late  requfsition. 
The  mrode  of  provisioning  an  armv  by  cootmct" 
is  not  adapted  to  the  prompt  ai^d  emclent  move«> 
meat  of  troops.  It  ma^  anewer  in  dme  of  pn^ 
foB»d  peace,  where  a  fitilure  or  delay  cannot  pro^ 
dace  nay  serious  ill  conaequences;  bat  woere 
Bctive  operations  are  necessary,  and  success  dch* 
nendent  on  prompt  and  quick  orovements,  there 
Is  no  depeodeiMe  to  be  placed  on  the  contractor, 
pis  views  are  purely  tnercenary ;  aad  where  the 
supplies  wilt  not  insure  him  a  profit,  he  hesitates' 
bot  on  a  failure,  never  regarding  how  far  it  may 
defeat  the  best  devised  plans  of^thecommander-*- 
in«chief.  Bxperience  Iras  coiifirmed  me  in  this' 
opinion,  and  the  recent  fhilvre  has  prompted  me 
again:  to  express  it. 

The  plan  which  has  been  adopted  tc  procure 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  army,  to  transport 
them  to  Fon  Seoit,  and  the  quacftity  otherwise 
ordered  to  that  point,  will,  1  hope,  relieve  me  from* 
any  embarrassment  on  that  account,  until  a  de^ 
cisive  blow  has  been  struck  upon  the  enemy.  I 
have  been  so  freqwendy  emharraaBed  from  the 
faiivfes  of  ooBtraetops,  that  I  cannht  bot  exprcsa 
hhopethai  come  other' more  efficient  aad  certain 
mode  of  supplying  our  army  maybe  adopted  t 
such  a  plan  as  will  render  these  charged  witV  the 
execution^o^'sO  impOFthniar^rust  responsible  to 
military  awthoticy,  and*  expose  to  aer^n  and 
merited  chaasieeuMmts,  whenetBr'  dcMuliers,  at 
|he  discretion  of  a  courttmartial. 


I      I|a^Du'B«i  Dtfyimov^oBTaWSoDTB, 

AK  Jffaf%,  PAnmry  26, 1818. 

■  Sra :  In  my  last  letter  from  Hartfbrd,  Georgia, 
of  the  Uih  instant,  1  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
folans  adopted  to  procure  supplfcs  for  the  detach* 
meat  from"  Georgia  to  transport  them  to  Fort 
Bcott,  together  with  tbe  quantity  ordered  to  that ' 
j>oiBt,  would  relieve  me  from  many  embarrass- 
Ineirts  od  that  account,  until  a  decisive  blow  could 
be  struck  upon  the  enemy. 

The  Georgia  deuchment  marched  from  theft 
encampment  near  Hartford  on  the  19th  instBnt^ 
and  on  that  night  Genemi  Gaines  received  a  let- 


2170 


APPENDIX, 


2180 


Jhftat  of  the  SeminoU  indianM,  ^. 


Ur  from  LieaUBftot  Coiooel  ArbueUe,  commattdo 
ing  at  Fort  Scott,  coDtatoing  saob  ioteUigeace  of 
his  inteotion  to  abandon  that  post,  in  the  event  of 
not  reeei?ing  supplies  in  a  shorl  given  time,  as 
induced  him  (General  Ghtines)  to  set  out  that 
night,  and,  if  possible,  b^  reaching  the  place  in 
time  to  prevent  such  a  disastrous  movement* 

The  General  has,  as  he  communicated  to  me, 
ordered  a  large  supply  of  provisions  to  the  Creek 
agency  to  be  transport^ed  in  boats  to  Fort  Scott 
and  this  place,  which  would  serve  until  that  or- 
dered from  Mobile  (by  himself)  should  arrive; 
and  under  that  order  did  calculate  on  meetinji^ 
two  boats  loaded  with  flour,  on  his  reaching  this 
place,  but  was  deceived,  having  arrived  here  on 
the  ni^ht  of  the  20 ih,  which  he  left  on  the  even- 
ing  orthe  2l8t.  in  a  small  boat  with  twelve  men. 
Oo  the  night  of  the  83d  I  received  by  express  a 
letter  directed  to  General  Gaines,  and  dated  the 
19th  instant,  from  Captain  Melvin,  of  the  4lh  in- 
fantr^,  who  had  been  charged  by  ueneral  Gaines 
to  build  the  boats  at  the  agency^  and  hate  the 
provisions  transported  thence,  stating  that  two 
boats  would  be  finished  in  two  davs  which  would 
transport  upwards  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour 
each ;  these  I  had  strongly  calculated  on,  but  they 
have  not  arrived.  -  The  excessive  rains  have  ren- 
dered the  roads  so  bad  that  I  ordered  the  troops, 
on  their  march  here,  to  take  their  baggage  on  tbe 
wagon  horses,  and  abandon  the  wagons ;  this  fa- 
cilitated their  march  to  this  place,  which  they 
rei^ched  to-day ;  and  eleven  hundred  men^arenow 
here  without  a  barrel  of  flour  or  bushel  of  corn. 
We  have  pork  on  foot ;  and  to-morrow  I  shall 
proceed  to  Fort  Scott,  and  endeavor  to  procure 
from  the  Indians  a  supply  of  corn  that  will  aid 
in  subsisting  the  detachment  until  we  reach  that 
place.  How  those  failures,  have  happened  under 
the  superintendence  of  regular  oflkers  I  cannot 
imagine,  but  blame  must  rest  somewhere,  and  it 
shall  be  strictly  investigated  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  permit. 

The  waters  are  unusually  high,  and  the  ground 
so  rotten  that  it  is  with  much  difficulty  that  even 
pack-horses  can  pass.  Bverf  stream  we  are  com- 
pelled either  to  bridge  or  swtm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^e. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mapr  Gemral  eomm 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun,  Se<^y  qf  War. 


HiAiNi'aB.  Division  ofTBc  South, 

Fori  Oadiden,  March  35, 1818. 
Sir  :  At  7  o^elock  P.  M..  on  the  9th  instant,  I 
reached  Fort  Scott,. with  the  brigade  of  Georgia 
militia  nine  hundred  bayonets  strong,  and^some 
of  the  friendly  Creeks  who  bad  joined  me  on  my 
march  a  few  days  before,  where  finding  but  one 
quart  of  corn  p^r  man,  and  a  few  poor  cattle, 
which,  added  to  the  live  pork  I  brought  along, 
would  give  us  three  days'  rations  of  meat,  deter- 
mined me  at  once  to  use  this  small  supply  to  the 
best  advantage.  Accordingly,  having  been  ad- 
vised by  Coiooel  Gibson,  quartermaster  general, 
that  he  would  sail  from  New  Orleans  on  the  Idth 


of  February  'with  supplies,  and  being  also  advised 
that  two  sloops  with  provisions  were  in  the  bay, 
and  an  officer  had  been  despatched  from  Fort 
Scott  in  a  large  keel-boat  to  bring  up  a  part  of 
their  loading,  and  deeming  that  the  preservation* 
of  these  supplies  would  be  to  preserve  the  army, 
and  enable  me  te  prosecute  tne  campaign,  I  as- 
sumed the  command  on  the  morning  of  the  10th ; 
ordered  the  live  stock  slaughtered,  and  issued  to 
the  troops  with  one  auart  of  corn  to  each  man, 
and  the  line  of  march  to  be  taken  Up  at  twelve 
meridian.  Having  to  cross  the  Flint  river,  which 
waa  very  high,  combined  with  some  neglect  An 
returninff  the  boau  during  a  very  dark  night,  I 
was  unable  Co  move  from  the  opposite  bank  until 
nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  I 
took  up  my  line  of  march  down  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  for  this  place,  touching  the  river  as  oIUni 
as  practicable,  looking  for  the  provision  boats 
which  were  ascending,  and  which  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  on  the  13th,  when  I  ordered  aa 
extra  ration  to  the  troops,  the)r  not  having  received 
a  full  one  of  meal  or  flour  since  their  arrival  at 
Fort  Early. 

On  that  day  my  patroles  captured  three  pris- 
oners, and  found  some  hidden  corn.  On  the 
morning  of  the  14th  t  ordered  the  boat  down  the 
river  to  this  place,  whilst  I  descended  by  land, 
and  reached  here^  without  interruption,  on  the 
16ih.  The  eligibility  of  this  spot  as  a  depot  de- 
termined me,  and  I  immediately  directed  mjraid- 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  of  the  engineer 
corps,  to  furnish  a  plan  for,  and  superintend  the 
erection  of,  a  fortification.  '  His  talents  and  inde- 
fatigable zeal,  displayed  in  the  execution  of  this 
order,  induced  me  to  name  it  Fort  Gadsden,  to 
which  he  is  justly  entitled.  Oo  my  arrival  here  I 
immediately  despatched  the'  boat  to  the  bay  for 
the  balance  of  the  provisions  known  to  be  there, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  the  flotilla,  in  charge  ot 
Colonel  Gibson,  had  reached  there,  and  wnich 
returned  on  the  10th  with  the  unpleasing  intelli- 
gence that  nothing  had  been  heard  from  the  flo- 
tilla from  New  Orleans,  since  it  was  seen  passing 
Fort  Bowyer.  I  immediately  put  the  troops  on 
half  rations,  and  pushed  the  completion  of  the 
fort  for  the  protection  of  the  provisions,  in  the 
event  of  their  arrival,  intending  to  march  forth- 
with to  the  heart  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavor  to 
subsist  upon  him.  In  the  mean  time,  I  despatched 
Mijor  Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  to  take 
another  look  into  the  bay.  whose  return,  on  the 
morning  of  the  23d,  brought  the  information  that 
Colonel  Gibson,  with  one  gunboat  and  three  tran- 
sports, and  others,  in  sight,  were  in  the  bay.  Oa 
the  same  night  I  received  other  information  that 
no  more  hadf  arrived.  I  am,  therefore,  apprehen- 
sive that  some  of  the  smaller  vessels  have  been 
lost,  as  one  gunboat  went  to  pieces,  and  another, 
when  last  spoken,  had  one  foot  of  water  in  her 
hold ;  all  the  vessels  had  been  spoken  after  a  gale 
that  dispersed  them.  A  north  and  northwest 
wind  has  prevailed  for  six  days,  but  has  fortu- 
nately changed  this  morning.  I  am  now  await- 
ing a  boat  from  the  bay  (which  is  expected  to- 
day) to  complete  eight  days'  rations  for  my  troopsi 
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upoD  w  hi«h  I  mean  to  nnureb.  Prom  iDformition 
Eeceived  from  PeQsaeoia  and  New  Orleans  I  faare 

00  itoiibt  but  tbat  St.  Marks  is  ia  pouessioo  of 
tbe  lodiaoa.  Tbe  Qoiremor  of  Penaaeola  in- 
formed Captain  Call,  of  the  1st  infantry,  (now 
here,)  that  the  Indians  bad  demanded  arms,  am- 
munition, and  provisions,  or  the  possession  of  tbe 
garrison  of  St.  Marks  of  tbe  commandant,  and 
that  be  presumed  possession  would  be  given  from 
inability  to  defend  it.  Tbe  Spanish  Government 
is  bound  by  treaty  to  keep  her  Indians  at  peace 
with  us.    They  have  acknowledged  their  incom- 

Eetency  to  do  this,  and  are  eonsequently  bound, 
y  tbe  law  of  nations,  to  yi«ld  us  all  facilities  to 
reduce  them*  Under  this  consideration,  should  I 
ba  able,  I  shall  take  possession  of  tbe  garrison  as 
a  depot  for  my  supplies,  should  it  be  found  in  the 
bands  of  tbe  Spaniads,  they  baring  supplied  the 
Indians;  but  it  in  the  hands  of  ^be  enemy  I  will 
possess  it,  for  tbe  beaeft  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  necessary  position  for  me  to  hold,  to  give  peace 
and  security  to  this  frontier,  and  put  a  final  end 
to  the  Indian  warfare  in  the  South. 

Finding  it  very  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Craw- 
ford on  the  Canecub  by  land  I  have  ordered  the 
supplies  for  that  garrison  by  water,  and  written 
to  the  Governor  of  PensaeoJa,  that,  if  be  inter- 
rupts them  during  the  present  Indian  war,  I  shall 
view  it  as  aiding  our  enemy,  and  treat  it  as  an 
act  of  hostility ;  and  stated  to  him  the  propriety. 
under  existing  circumstances,  of  his  aflrordingall 
facilities  to  put  down  their  own  as  well  as  our 
eneoaies,  and  that  our  Governments,  while  nego- 
tiatiog,  can  take  the  subject  under  consideration, 
but,  in  tbe  mean  time,  our  provisions  must  pass 
to  Fort  Crawford  by  water  wttbouc  interruption. 
In  mine  of  tbe  14th  February,  from  Hartford, 

1  informed  you  of  the  means  adopted  to  procure 
supplies,  and  in  my  last  of  the  26th,  from  Fort 
Early,  I  informed  you  of  their  situation.  To  those 
communications  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you. .  I  have 
only  to  add  that  I  left  Fort  Early  for  Fort  Scott, 
aofd  subsisted  my  troops  on  ground  peas,  corn, 
and  pork,  that  I  eould  occasionally  procure  from 
the  Indians,  with  some  pork  I  had  on  foot,  the 
whole  subsistence  for  man  and  horse  not  costing 
five  hundred  dollars.  Of  all  the  sunplies  purchased 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Scott,  and  the  support  of 
tbe  Georgia  militia,  not  one  pound  was  received 
until  1  passed  Fort  Scott.  I  said  in  my  last  that 
blame  rested  somewhere.  The  cause  of  those 
failures  will,  in  due  time,  be  a  subject  of  investi- 
gation, and  Colonel  Brearly  has  been  arrested  on 
the  application  of  General  Gaines. 

By  some  strange  fatality,  unaccountable  to  me. 
tbe  Tennessee  volooteers  have  not  yet  joinea 
me;  they  promptly  left  their  homes,  and  through 
tbe  inclement  weather  reached  Fort  Mitchell, 
where  I  had  ordered  them  soppUiss,  and  where 
Colonel  Hayne,  who  led  ihem,  met  my  instrnc- 
tiaos  to  pass  by  Fort  Gaines,  where  he  would  get 
a  supply  of  corn  that  would  enable  him  to  reach 
Fort  Scott ;  but  the  idea  of  st^ryation  had  stalked 
abroad,  a  panic  appears  to  have  spread  itself  eve^- 
ry  where,  and  be  was  told  that  they  were  starving 
at  Fort  Gaines  and  Fort  Scott,  and  be  wu  in* 


duced  to  pass  into  Georgia  for  supplies.  His  men 
and  officers,  as  reported  to  me,  were  willing  to 
risk  tbe  worst  of  c^onsequences  on  what  they  had 
to  join  me;  however,  they  bave  been  marched 
from  their  supplies  to  a  country  stripped  of  them, 
when  every  consideration  should  have  induceo 
bis  advisers  to  bave  ursed  him  on  to  secure  the 
supplies  in  the  bay,  and  preserve  themselves  ifbd 
Fort  Scott  from  starvation.  I  bave  a  hope  they 
will  join  me  before  I  reacb  St.  Marks,  or  tbe 
Mickasuky  towns;  this  would  be  desirable,  as  tbe 
troops  ordered  from  New  Orleans,  to  protect  tbe 
supplies,  bave  not  reached  tbe  bay,  and  leaving 
garrisons  at  Forts  Scott  and  Gadsden  weakens 
my  force  much  ;  tbe  whole  effective  strength  of 
the  regulars  beitkg  but  three  hundred  and  sixty 
privates. 

In  mine  of  tbe  26tb  ultimo,  from  Fort  Early, 
I  stated  that  despatches  received  by  General 
Gaines  onr  tbe  19th  instant,  from  tbe  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Scott,  induced  him  to  set  out 
that  night  for  Fort  Scott  to  prevent  its  aban- 
donment, d&c.  In  his  passage  down  the  Flint  be 
was  shipwrecked,  bv  which  he  lost  bis  assistant 
adjutant  general.  Major  C.  Wrieht,  and  two  sol- 
diers, (drowned.)  The  General  reached  me  six 
days  after,  nearly  exhausted  by  hunger  and  cold, 
having  lost  bis  baggage  and  clothing,  and  being 
compelled  to  wander  in  tbe  woods  four  and  a 
half  days  without  anything  to  subsist  on,  or  any 
clothing  except  a  pair  of  pantaloons.  I  am  happy 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  be  is  now 
with  me,  at  the  ^head  of  bis  brigade,  in  good 
health. 

Tbe  great  scarcity  of  subaltern  officers,  in  the 
4th  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry,  has  induced 
me  to  appoint  several  youn^  men,  present,  as 
second  lieutenants  in  tbe  reffiments,  who,  from 
personal  knowledge^  and  good  recommendations, 
I  bave  no  doubt,  will  prove  themselves  worthy, 
and,  I  trust,  will  meet  with,  tbe  approbation  of 
the  President.  A  list  of  their  names,  and  tbe 
regiments  to  which  tbey  are  attached,  will  be 
furnished  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  by 
my  adjutant  general. 

ANDREW  JACKSON^ 
Mo^ar  Gen.  commanding. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  abore,  I  hare  tbe 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  boat  from  the 
bay  has  arrived  witb  provisions;  also  Colonel 
Gibson  and  Captain  McKeever  of  the  Navy.  I 
shall  move  to-morrow,  baring  made  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  with  Captain  McKeever  for 
bis  co-operation  in  transporting  my  suppliea 
around  to  the  bay  of  St.  Marks,  from  which  place 
I  shall  do  myself  tbe  honor  of  communicating 
with  you.  Should  our  enemy  attempt  to  escape 
witb  nis  snpplies  and  booty  to  the  small  islands^ 
and  from  tnence  carry  on  a  predatorr  warfare, 
the  assistance  of  the  navy  will  prevent  his  escape. 

General  Mcintosh,  commanding  tbe  friendly 
Creeks,  who  bad  been  ordered  to  reconnoitre  tbe 
right  bank  of  the  Appalachicola,  reported  to  me 
on  the  19th  that  be  had  captured,  without  tbe 
fire  of  a  gun,  one  hundred  and  eighty  women  and 
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ebildrtn  and  fifty-three  warriors  of  Ibe  Red 
Gfouod  obiePs  party,  with  tbeir  cattle  and  sup* 
pliea ;  the  chief  aad  thirty  warriors  makiDg  their 
etcape  on  horseback.  Ten  of  the  warrioris  *^' 
tempiii^  to  escape  aAer  they  bad  surrendered, 
were  killed  by  the  Qeneral. 

A.  J. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calaouni  S&c^y  of  War, 


mmmmmm 


COO8AOA,  NBAR  FOBT  JACKaOir, 

March  27, 1816. 

Sia :  Having  arranged  tbe  afikirs  of  the  terri- 
tory, as  far  as  was  practicable,  I  left  St.  Stephen's 
thf  lith  instant,  with  tbe  intention  of  proceeding 
to  Oeorcia  for  my  family*  At  tbe  town  of  Clai- 
borne, the  next  day,  intelligence  reached  me  that, 
on  the  night  of  the  13tb,  a  partv  of  Indians  had 
attacked  a  house  on  tbe  Federal  road,  about  six- 
ty-fire miles  distant  from  that  place,  and  mur- 
dered eight  persons.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
detachment  of  mounted  militia  into  service,  and 
p^roceeded  with  them  to  tbe  place*  At  the  same 
ttme,  apprehendinff  the  murderers  might  attempt 
to  escape  to  Florida,  the  aaylum  for  our  enemies, 
I  transmitted  a  commuoication,  by  expressi,  to  the 
commanding  oflBioer  at  Fort  Crawford,  notifying 
him  of  my  arraoffements,  and  desiring  a  force  to 
be  sent  from  the  fort,  in  two  detachment^  along 
certain  routes,  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The 
express  was  also  instructed  to  overtake  me.  I  ac- 
cordingly received  Information  from  Major  iToung 
that  my  request  had  been  executed.  The  detach- 
ments were  marched  with  a  promptitude  honora* 
ble  to  the  major,  and  I  truitthey  will  be  enabled, 
with  the  aid  of  the  militia,  to  arrest  .tha  pcog;reaa 
of  the  hostile  partyt 

Understanding  that  the  inhabitanta.  in   this 

fuarter,  considered  themselves  in  macA  danger, 
issued  the  necessary  orders  for  tbe  di-Hposition 
of  the  troops,  and  proceeded  hither.  I  have  since 
been  conectly  informed,  that  the  morning  t  left 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  five  nneo,  riding  on  the 
road  in  that  neighborhood,  were  fired  on  by  tbe. 
Indians — three  killed,  and  one  wounded ;  in  tbia 
state  of  thia«  it  is  iodispenaable  to  the  safely  of 
the  couatrj,  tba^  troops  siwuld  be  stationed  at 
several  points;  and  I  have  taken  measures,  as  far 
aa  I  can,  for  that  otijecl.  I  have  also  issued  an 
Older,,  that  all  Indiana  who  are  hunting  ia  our 
woods  df  part  forthwith  to  their  nation..  It  has 
bfcome  necessarv  to  their  safety,  and  to  the  re« 
pose  ot  the  iahabitaats.  We  cannot  diaiingqish 
the  .hostile,  from  the  friendly  party;  andsuoh  ia 
the.state  of  alarm,,  that  ibe  sight  of  an  Indian 
eceaiies  among  tbe  women  and  children  the  m^t 
fcigWul  apprehensions.  I  have  sent  a  letter  to 
the  Big  Warrior,' requesting  htoa  to  oall  his  peo- 
ple home,  aad  assuring  him  that  my  order  ia  dic- 
tated by  the  most  friendly  motives. 

is  jt  not  probable  that  when  the  Seminolesare 
pressed  by  General  Jackson,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  A^^iaUchicola,  they  will  retreat  to  our  fron* 
tiers,  and  take  revenge  on  our  defeacelens  inhab- 
itants 7  I  look  for  it,  and  am  without  the  .means 
of  resistance.    There  are  not  mere  than  one  hun- 


dred reivlaraaiFert  Crairfofd,and.two-(hirdaof 
the  militia  of  the  territory  are  not  yet  organized. 
Nor  can  I  organize  them,  and  appoint  the  ofil* 
cere,  until  the  eonatry  ia  laid  off  into  proper  beala. 
Bo  soon  a«  tbe  Legislatore  arranged  the  oountiee, 
I  issued  the  neceaearjr  instruetioas  on  that  sub* 

t'cct ;  but  owing  to  high  waters,  and  tbe  want  of 
^ridges,  it  is  impossiMe  to  have  them  executed  at 
Erase nt.  There  is  not,  moreover,  nor  has  there 
ten  one  dolkr  in  our  treasury.  Yon  will  readily 
perceive  my  embarrassments,  and  I  earnestly  en« 
treat  you  to  pUce  funds  at  my  disposal  for  the 
ppotectioa  of  the  people,  and,  if  practieaUe,  to 
order  a. much  larger  number  of  regular  troops  to 
our  frontiers. 

I  shall  make  this  my  headquarters  for  some 
weeks.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

WM.  W.  BIBB. 
Hon.  Jomn  C.  CAiiBOUM, 

8$cretar$  of  IFcin 


HsAOd'aa,  Division  of  the  Sodth^ 

Camp  near  St.  Mark%  Afnril  8, 1818. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  from  Fort  Qadtden,  comma* 
nicating  the  embarrassments  under  which  I  had 
labored,  previous  to  my  arrival  at  that  post,  and 
my  determination,  being  then  in  a  situation  to 
commence  active  operations,  to  penetrate  imaae^ 
diately  into  the  centre  of  the  bemioole  towns. 
My  army  marched  on  the  36th  ultimo,  .and,  ob, 
the  1st  of  April,  was  reinforced,  by  the  friendly 
Creek  warriors,  under  Qeneral  Mcintosh,  and  a 
detachment  of  Tennessee  volunteers,  eommandedl 
by  Colonel  Elliott.  On  the  sanoe  da^r,  a  mile  and 
a  half  in  advance  of  the  Miekasukian  villami 
a  small  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  discovered 
judiciously  located  pn  a  point  of  land  profeetiog 
into  an  extensive  marshy  pond;  the  position  dei* 
signaled,  as  since  understood,  for  the  coneentra? 
ting  of  the  negro  and  Indian  forces  to  give  us 
battle.  They  sustained,  for  a  short  period,  a 
spirited  attack  from  my  advanced  spy  compa- 
nies, but  fled  and  dispersed  in  every  directiioO| 
upon  coming  in  contact  with  my  flank  columna, 
and  discovering  a  movement  to  encircle  them. 
The  pursuit  was  contioned  through  the  Mieka- 
sukian towns,  until  night  complied  me  to  en- 
camp my  army.  The  next  day  detaehmients  vaere 
sent  out,  in.  everv  direction,  to  reconnoitre  the 
country,  secure  ail  supplies  found,  and  reduce  to . 
ashes  the  villages.  The  duly  was  executed  to 
my  satisfactions  nearly  three  hundred  houses, 
were  consumed,  and  the  ^featest  abundance  of 
corn,  cattle,  4e.,  brought  in.  fivery  indication 
of  a  hostile  spirit  waa  found  in  the  habitations  of 
their  chiefs.  In  the  council  house  of  Kenbagee's 
town,  the  Siuftof  the  Miekasukiansy  more  than 
fifty  fresh  scalps  were  found ;  and,  in  the  centra 
of  the  public  square,  the  old  Bed  Stick's  stan- 
dard, a  red  pole,  was  ereoted,  crowned  with  the 
scalps,  recognised  by  the  hair,  as  torn  from  the 
heads  of  the  unfortunate  companions  of  Scott. 
As  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  portion  of  the 
hosiile  Indians  had  fied  to  &u  Marks,  I  directed 
my  march  towards  that  fottresa.    As  advised,  I 
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'fcyufid  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  combined  had 
dentoded  a  sarrender  of  that  work  \  the  Spanish 
g^arriaon  was  too  weak  to  defend  it^  and  there 
were  cireomstanees  reported  prodaciog'  a  strong 
eonvietfon  in  my  mind,  that,  if  not  instigated  by 
Ihe  Spanish  aiitborities,  the  Indians  hkd  receired 
the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  from  that 
*qaarter;  forei^  agents,  who  haye  been  long 
practisinff  their  intrigues  and  villanies  in  this 
country,  had  free  access  into  the  fort ;  St.  Marks 
was  necessary,  as  a  depot^  to  insure  success  to 
my  operations.  These  considerations  determined 
me  to  occupj  it  with  an  American  force.  An 
inventory  or  Spanish  property^  munittons  of  war. 
<flbc.,  hae  been  taken  and  receipted  for ;  personal 
rights  and  prirate  property  have  bcfen  respected ; 
and  the  commandantand  garrison  furnished  with 
transportation  to  Pensacola.  'My  correspondence 
with  the  Spanish  commandants^  the  evidences 
under  which  I  acted,  and  a  detailed  account  of 
my  operations^ wiil  be  furnished  you  as  early  as 
practicable.  Success  depends  upon  Ihe  rapidity 
of  my  movemenls;  to*morrow  1  shall  march  fDr 
the  Suwanee  rirer,  the  destroying  of  the  estab* 
Ibhments  on  which  will,  in  my  opinioD,  put  a 
final  close  to  this  savage  war. 

Captain  McKeever,  of  the  Navy,  cruising  at 
my  request  on  this  coast,  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hajo,  the 

great  prophet,  and  Hornattlemied^  an  old  Red 
iikk  chief.  They  visited  his  veaael  under  an 
iimpresBion  they  were  English;  from  whom,  as 
thev  slated,  supplies  of  mumtions  of  wav ,  4^., 
UDoer  faite  promiaes,  were  expected.  Arbutbaot, 
«  Scotohman,  and  suspected  es  an  instigator' of 
thia  savage  war,  was  found  fn  St.  Mark»;  he  is 
in  confinement,  until  evidences  of  his  guilt  can 
be  coUeeted.    I  am  your  meat  obedient  servant. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Qtii.  eommandim^. 

Camp,  14  hilcs  vuom  St.  Mabks, 
On  mxrch  to  Suwanu,  April  9,  ISIS, 

From  evidences  furnished  me  by, a  Mr.  Ham-^ 
biy,  there  is  little  room  to  doubt  but  that  one  of 
the  chiefs,  found  slcin  on  the  field,  in  advance  of 
the  Miokatukian  villages,  waa  Kenhagee.  Fran- 
eis,  or  HiUis  Ha}o,and  Homattlemied,  the  prime 
instigators  of  this  war,  have  been  hung.  The 
latter  commanded  the  party  who  soinhumaniy 
aaerifioed  Scott  and  his  companions.  Colonel 
Dyer,  with  the  remainder  of  the  Tennessee  voU 
unteers,  is  in  the  neighborhood,  and  will  unite 
^iih  me  tOHnoirow. 


■•■ 


At  Mamao^b,  April  15, 1818. 

DcAE  Sin :  Since  I  last  wrot6  to  you  I  have 
received  intelligence  which  makes  it  necessary 
for  me  to  return  to  St.  Stephens.  I  learn  thatthe 
Indians  who  committed  the  late  murders  in  this 
neighborhood  were  seen  a  few  days  since  at  Pen- 
aacola.  My  situation  is  extremely  unpleasant. 
I  am  without  funds  for  the  protection  or  the  ter- 
ritory, and  totally  ignorant  of  the  views  of  the 
Cbvernment  with  respect  toFlorida.  A  friendly 


and  intelligent  Indian  has  informed  me  thnt  the 
hostile  party,  by  whom  we  have  been  annoyed, 
are  twp  miles  south  of  the  Florida  line,  on  a  creek 
called  Yellow  Water,  from  whence  they  make 
incursions  upon  us.  And  yet  I  have  received  no 
inthnation  trom  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  which  authori2es  me  to  send  troops  into 
the  Spanish  territory.  What  orders  have  been 
issued  to  General  Jackson  on  that  subject  I  know 
not ;  nor  indedd  am  I  acquainted  in  any  degree 
with  the  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  for  prosecuting  the  present  war. 

I  should  be  glad  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
Government.  We  have  no  mails  at  present,  and 
I  send  this  letter  to  Georgia  by  travellers  whom 
I  have  met  this  evening  on  mv  route  to  St.  Ste- 
phens. WM.  W.  BIBB. 

Hon.  John  C.  Calboun, 

Secretary  of  War, 


HsAoa'aa,  Division  of  tbb  Soutb, 
BowUgt^  TVwft,  Si$wa$ioe  riur^  AprU  30,  >18. 

Sir:  My  last  commnnioation,  dated  Camp,  be> 
Ibre  St.  Mark's,  April  8,  and  those  to  which  it 
raferred,  adviaed  you  of  n^y  movements  and  oper- 
ations up  to  that  date;  and,  ns  I  then  advised 
you,  I  roarehed  from  that  place  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  was 
jciaed  by  the  rear  of  the  Tennetsee  volunteers, 
also  by  the  Indians  under  Gkneral  Melotoah, 
whom  I  had  left  at  Mickasukee  to  scour  tbecou- 
tvy  around  that  phtCe.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  dry  and  pleasant,  and  the  iMWtcrs  had 
subsided  in  a  great  degree,  our  march  jfaight  be 
said  to  have  been  through  water,  which  kept  the 
iafaniry  wet  to  the  middle,  and  the  depth  of  the 
ewamps,  added  to  the  want  of  forage,  oecisioncd 
the  horses  to  give  out  4aily  in  great  numbers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  near  Beonfinnah, 
or  Natural  Bridge,  a  pktij  Of  Indians  were  dis- 
covered on  the  margin  oTa  swamp,  and  attacked 
by  General  Mcintosh,  and  about  fifty  Tennessee 
volunteers,  who  routed  them,  killing  thirty«eevien 
trarriors,  and  capturing  six  men  and  ninety*«ef«n 
women  and  children ;  also  recaptvirittg  a  white 
woman  who  had  been  taken  at  the  massacre  of 
Bcott.  The  friendly  Indians  also  took  some  horses 
and  about  five  hundred  head  of  cUttle  from 
the  enemy)  who  proved  to  be  "McQueen's  pdrty. 
Upon  the  application  of  an  old  woman  of  the 
prisoners,  I  agreed  that  if  Mcdueen  was  tied  and 
eatried  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Merk^5,  her 
people  should  be  received  in  peace,  carried  to  the 
upper  tribes  of  the  Greek  nation,  and  there  pro- 
visioned  until  they  could  raise  their  own  crops* 
She  appeared  BMich  pleased  with  these- terms, 
and  I  set  her  at  liberty,  with  written  instructions 
to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's  to  that  effecL 
Having  received  no  further  intelligence  from 
McQ^oeen,  I  am  induced  to  believe  the  old  wo- 
man has  complied  with  her  part  of  the  obligation. 

From  St.  Mark's  I  marched  with  eight  days' 
rations,  those  that  joined  me  having  but  five; 
this  was  dohe  under  the  expectation  of  reaching 
this  place  in  that  time,  founded  on  the  raport  m 


2187 


APPENDIX. 


2188 


Defioi  oj  the  Sm^mU  JhuUamg^  f  c. 


my  faithfal  Indian  gaide,  which  I  should  have 
aecompiishtd  but  for  the  poverty  of  my  h<vs€«> 
and  the  continued  sheets  of  water  through  which 
we  had  to  pass.    On  the  morning  of  the  15ih,  my 
•couts  overtook  a  small  party  of  Indians,  killing 
one  man,  and  capturing  the  residue,  consisting  of 
one  man,  and  one  woman  and  two  children  ;  and 
on  that  evening  I  encamped,  as  my  guide  sup- 
posed, within  twelve  miles  of  Buwanee.  I  marcn- 
ed  very  early  on  the  15tb,  under  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  encompass  and  attack  the  Indian  and  ne- 
gro towns  by  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  but  much  to  my 
regret,  at  three  o'clock,  and  after  marching  six- 
teen miles,  we  reached  a  remarkable  pond,  which 
my  guide  recollected,  and  reported  to  be  distant 
tix  miles  of  the  object  of  my  march ;  here  I  shodld 
have  halted  for  the  night,  had  not  six  mounted 
Indians,  (supposed  to  be  spies,)  who  were  dis- 
covered, effected  their  escape;  this  determined 
me  to  attempt,  by  a  forced  movement,  to  pre- 
vent the  removal  of  their  effects,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, themselves,  from  crossing  the  river  i  for  my 
rations  being  out,  it  was  all  important  to  secure 
their  supplies  for  the  subsistence  of  tgay  troops. 
Accordingly  my  lines  of  attack  were  instantly 
formed  and  put  in  motion;  and  about. sunset  my 
left  flank  column,  composed  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
Tennessee  volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Will- 
iam80D,and  a  part  of  the  friendly  Indians  under  CoJ. 
Kanard,  having  approached  tlie  left  flank  of  the 
centre  town  and  commenced  their  attack,  caused 
me  to  quicken  the  pace  of  the  centre,  composed 
of  the  regulars,  Georgia  militia,  and  my  volun- 
teer Kentucky  and  Tennejuee  guards,  in  order  to 
press  the  enemy  in  his  centre,  whilst  the  right 
column,  composed  of  the  Ist  regiment  of  Tendes- 
see  volunteers,  under  Colonel  Dyer,  and  a  part  of 
the  friendly  Indians^  headed  by  General  Mcin- 
tosh, who  had  preceded  me,  were  endeavoring  to 
turn  his  left  and  cut  off  his  retreat  to  the  river. 
They,  however,  having  been  previously  infor^ied 
of  our  force,  by  a  precipitate  retreat,  soon  crossed 
the  river,  where  it  is  believed  Colonel  Slanard, 
with  his  Indians,  did  him  considerable  injury. 
Nine  negroes  and  two  Indians  were  found  dead, 
and  two  negro  men  made  prisoners.  On  the  17th, 
foraging  parties  were  sent  out.  who  found  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  corn  ana  some  cattle.    On 
the  18th,  having  obtained  some  small  craft,  I  or- 
dered Gieneral  Gaines  across  the  river  with  a 
strong  detachment,  and  two  days'  provision,  to 

Sursne  the  enemy ;  the  precipitancy  of  their 
ight  was  soon  discovered  by  thcffreat  quantity 
of  goods,  corn,  dbc.,  strewed  through  the  swamps, 
and  convinced  Gkneral  Gaines  that  pursuit  was 
in  vain ;  nine  Indians  and  five  negro  prisoners 
were  taken  by  our  Indians.  The  evidence  of  the 
haste  with  which  the  enemy  had  fled  induced 
the  General  to  confine  his  reconnoissance  to  search 
for  cattle  and  horses;  both  of  which  were  much 
wanted  by  the  army.  About  thirty  head  of  cat- 
tle were  procured,  but,  from  the  reports  accom* 
panying  General  Gaines's,  which,  m  due  time, 
will  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  the  disobedience 
of  his  orders  by  the  Indians,  not  one  pound  was 
brought  into  camp. 


As  soon  as  time  will  permit,  I  shall  forward 
you  a  detailed  account  or  the  various  little  affairs 
with  the  enemy,  accompanied  with  reporu  of 
the  commanding  officers  of  detachments;  suffice 
it  for  the  present  to  add  that  every  officer  and 
soldier  under  my  command,  when  danger  ap- 
peared, showed  a  steady  firmness,  which  con- 
vinced me  that,  in  the  event  of  a  stubborn  con- 
flict, they  would  have  realized  the  best  hopes  of 
their  country  and  General. 

I  believe  I  may  say  that  the  destruction  of  this 
place,  with  the  possession  of  8t.  Marks,  having 
on  the  night  of  the  18th  captured  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Ambrister,  of  the  British  marine  corps, 
and,  as  represented  by  Arbuthoot,  successor  to 
Woodbine,  will  end  the  Indian  war  for  the  pres- 
ent ;  and  snould  it  be  renewed,  the  position  taken, 
which  ooffht  to  be  held,  will  enable  a  small  party 
to  put  it  down  promptly. 

I  shall  order,  or  take  myself  a  reconnoissance 
west  of  the  Appalachieola,  at  Pensacola  point, 
where,  I  am  informed,  there  are  a  few  Red  Sticks 
assembled,  who  are  fed  and  supplied  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola.  My  health  being  impaired, 
as  soon  as  the  duty  is  performed,  the  positions 
taken,  well  garrisoned,  and  security  given  to  the 
southern  fVontier,  (if  the  Government  have  not 
active  employ  for  me,)  I  shall  return  to  Nash- 
ville to  regain  my  health.  The  health  of  the 
troops  is  much  impaired,  and  I  have  ordered  the 
Georgia  troops  to  nattford  to  be  mustered,  paid, 
and  discharged,  the  General  having  communi- 
cated his  wishes,  and  that  of  his  troops,  to  be  or- 
dered directly  there,  and  reporting  that  they  have 
plenty  of  corn  and  beef  to  subsist  them  to  that 
point.  I  have  written  to  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia to  obtain  from  the  State  the  necessary  funds 
to  pay  General  Glasscock's  brigade  when  dis- 
charged, and  that  the  Government  will  promptly 
refund  it.  I  am  compelled  to  this  mode  to  have 
them  promptly  paid,  Mr.  Hogan,  the  paymaster 
of  th»  7th  infantry,  (for  whom  I  received  from 
Mr.  Brent  an  enclosure  said  to  contain  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,)  not  having  reached  me. 

From  the  information  received  from  Ambris- 
ter, and  Mr.  Cook,  who  was  captured  wiih  him, 
that  A.  Arbutbnot's  schooner  was  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river  preparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  of  Tam- 
pa, my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  vol- 
unteered bis  services  with  a  small  detachment  to 
descend  the  river  and  capture  her.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  vessel  to  transport  my  sick  to  St. 
Marks,  as  well  as  lo  destroy  the  means  used  by 
the  enemy,  induced  me  to  grant  his  request.  He 
sailed  yesterday,  and  I  expected  to  have  heard 
from  him  this  morning.  I  only  await  his  report 
to  take  up  the  line  of  march  on  my  return  to  St. 
Marks.  The  Georgia  brigade,  by  whom  I  send 
this,  being  about  to  march,  compels  me  to  close 
it  without  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Gadsden. 
I  have,  dtc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

McQin*  OenercU  commanding. 

Hon.  JoHH  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War^ 
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RbADU'RO,  DlYISIOH  OP  TBB  SOUTB, 

Fort  Si.  MarVM,  April  20, 1818. 

Sib:  I  wrote  you  l/om  Bowlegstowa  on  the 
20ih  instant.  On  the  night  of  the  same  day,  I 
received  the  expected  despatch  from  my  aid-de- 
camp, Lieutenant  Gadsden,  communieatiDg  the 
success  of  his  expedition,  and  on  the  next  day,  as 
soon  as  the  sick  of  my  army  were  despatched 
down  the  Suwanee  ri?er,  to  be  conveyed  in  the 
captured  schooner  to  St.  Mark's,  I  took  up  the 
line  of  march  for  that  fort.  I  arrived  at  this  place 
iast  evening,  performing  a  march  of  one  hundred 
and  seven  miles  in  less  than  five  days.  Lieuten- 
ant Gadsden  had  reached  it  a  few  hours  before 
me.  He  communicates  having  found  among  the 
papers  of  Arbuthnot,  Ambrister,  and  Cook,  letters^ 
memorials,  dbc.,  all  pointing  out  the  instigators 
of  this  savage  war,  and,  in  some  measure,  in- 
volving the  British  Government  in  the  agency. 
Tbrese  will  be  forwarded  you  in  a  detailed  re- 
port I  purpose  communieatiDg  to  you  as  early  as 
practicable. 

The  old  woman  spoken  of  in  my  last  commu- 
nication to  you,  who  had  promised  to  use  her  in- 
fluence in  having  McClueen  captured  and  deliv- 
ered up,  has  not  been  heard  of.  From  signs 
discovered  on  the  opposite  ^boreof  the  St.  Mark's 
river,  I  am  induced  tu  believe  that  that  Indian 
party  is  still  in  this  neighborhood.  A  detach- 
ment will  be  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  country, 
to  receive  them  as  friends,  if  disposed  to  sur- 
render, or  inflict  merited  chastisement,  if  still 
hostile. 

I  shall  leave  this  in  two  or  three  days  for  Fort 
Gadsden,  and  after  making  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  security  of  the  positions  occupied, 
and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the  couutry  west 
of  the  Appalachicola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  for 
Nashville.  My  presence  in  this  country  can  be 
no  longer  necessary.  The  Indian  forces  have 
been  divided  and  scattered,  and  cut  ofi*  from  all 
coQinniunication  with  those  unprincipled  agents  of 
foreign  nations  who  have  deluded  them  to  their 
rain  j  they  have  not  the  power,  if  the  will  re- 
main, of  again  annoying  our  frontier.  ' 
I  remain,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Gen.  commanding. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HBADa'Rs,  Division  op  tbb  South, 

Ihrt  Qadtden.  May  5, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  returned  to  this  post  with  my  army  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  and  embrace  an 
early  opportunity  of  furnishing  you  a  detailed 
report  of  my  operations  to  the  east  of  the  Appa- 
laehicola  river.  In  the  several  communications 
addressed  to  you  from  Hartford,  Fort  Scott,  and 
this  place,  I  have  stated  the  condition  of  the  army 
on  my  assilming  the  immediate  command^  the 
embarrassment  occasioned  from  the  want  of  pro- 
▼isioos,  the  privations  of  my  troops  on  their 
march  from  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  and  the 
circamstanees  which  compelled  me  to  move  di- 


rectly down  the  Appalachicola  river  to  meet  with 
and  protect  the  expected  supplies  from  New  Or- 
leans. These  were  received  on  the  25th  of  March, 
and  on  the  next  day  I  was  prepared  for  active 
operations.  For  a  detailed  account  of  my  move- 
ments from  that  period  to  this  day  you  are  respect^ 
fully  referred  to  the  report  prepared  by  my  adju- 
tant general,  accompanied  with  Captain  Hugb 
Young's  topographical  sketch  of  the  route  and 
distance  performed.  This  has  been  principally  9^ 
war  of  movements.  The  enemy,  cat  off  from 
their  strongholds,  or  deceived  in  the  promised 
foreign  aid,  have  uniformly  avoided  a  general  en- 
ffagement.  Their  resistance  has  generally  been 
feeble  \  and  in  the  partial  rencontres  into  whicb 
they  seem  to  have  been  involuntarily  forced,  the 
regulars,  volunteers,  and  militia,  under  my  com- 
mand, realized  my  expectations;  every  privation,, 
fatigue,  and  exposure  was  encountered  with  the 
spirit  of  soldiers,  and  danger  was  met  with  a  de- 
gree of  fortitude  caleolated  to  strengthen  the 
confidence  I  had  reposed  in  them. 

On  the  commencement  of  my  operations,  I  was 
strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  this  In- 
dian war  has  been  excited  by  some  unprincipled 
foreign  or  private  agents.  The  outlaws  of  the 
old  Red  Stick  party  had  been  too  severely  con- 
vinced, and  the  Seminoles  were  too  weak  in 
numbers  to  believe  that  they  could  possibly  alone 
maintain  a  war  with  even  partial  success  against 
the  United  States.  Firmly  convinced,  therefore, 
that  succor  had  been  promised  from  some  quarter, 
or  that  they  had  been  deluded  into  a  belief  that 
America  dare  not  violate  the  neutrality  of  Spain 
by  penetrating  to  their  towns,  I  early  determined 
to  ascertain  these  facts,  and  so  direct  my  move- 
ments as  to  undeceive  the  Indians.  After  the 
destruction  of  the  Mickasukian  villages,  I  march- 
ed for  St.  Mark's.  The  correspondence  between 
myself  and  the  Spanish  coromandai^t,  in  which  I 
demanded  the  occupancy  of  that  fortress  with  an 
American  garrison,  accompanies  this.  It  had 
been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola,  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  unfriend- 
ly to  the  United  States  had  demanded  of  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's  a  supply  of  ammunition, 
munitions  of  war,  d^c,  threatening,  in  the  event 
of  a  noncompliance,  to  take  possession  of  the  fort. 
The  Spanish  commandant  acknowledged  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  his  fortress,  and  his  inability 
to  defend  it;  and  the  Governor  of  Pehsacola  ex- 
pressed similar  apprehensions.  The  Spanish 
agents  throughput  theFloridasJiad  uniformly  dia- 
avowed  havioe  any  connexion  with  the  Inaians, 
and  acknowledged  the  obligations  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  under  existing  treaties,  to  restrain  their 
outrages  against  the  citizens  of  tne  United  States. 
Indeed,  they  declared  that  the  Seminole  Indians 
were  viewed  as  alike  hostile  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  that  the  will  remained,  tnough 
the  power  was  wanting,  to  inflict  merited  chas- 
tisement on  this  lawjess  tribe.  It  was,  therefore, 
to  be  supposed  that  the  American  army,  impellea 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  self-defence  to  pene- 
trate the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
fight  his  battles,  and  even  to  relieve  from  a  cruel 


^1»1 


AiepmmJL 


an2 


D^eaX  qfthe  &minole  indi^nB^  #c. 


bondage  some  of  his  own  aubjects,  would  have 
been  received  as  allies,  hailed  as  deliverers^  and 
averr  facilicy^  afforded  to  them    to   terminate 
speedily  and  sueeessfuUy  this  savai^e  war.    Fort 
St.  Mark's  coald  not  be  maintaioed  by  the  Span* 
ish  force  garrisoning  it.    The  Indians  and  ne- 
|[Voes  viewed  it  as  an  asylum,  if  driven  from 
tneir  towns,  and  were  preparing  to  occupy  it  in 
this  event.    It  was  necessary  to  anticipate  th«ir 
movements,  independent  of  the  position  being 
deemed  essential  as  a  depot,  on  which  the  suc- 
cess of  my  future  operations  measurably  depead- 
•ed.    In  the  spirit  of  friendship,  therefore,  I  de- 
manded its  surrender  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States  until  the  close  of  the  Seminole  war.  The 
Spanish  commandant  required  time  to  reflect. 
It  was  granted.    A  negotiation  ensued,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  protract  it  to  an  unreasonable 
length.    In  the  conversations  between  my  aid- 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  and  the  Spanish 
commandant,  circumsunces  transpired  convict- 
ing him  of  a  disposition  to  faror  the  Indians, 
and  of  having  taken  an  active  part  in  aidincand 
abetting  them  in  this  war.    I  hesitated,  there- 
fore, no  longer ;  and  as  I  could  not  be  received 
in  friendship,  I  entered  the  fort  by  violenoe. 
Two  light  companies  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  one  of  the  4ih,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Twiggs,  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, lower  the  Spanish  colors,  and  hoist  the 
star-sjpangled  banner  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
St.  Mark's.    The  order  was  executed  prqmptly. 
'No  resistance  was  attempted  on  the  part  ot  the 
Spanish  garrison.    The  .duplicity  of  the  Span- 
isn  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  in  professing 
friendship  towards  the  United  States  while  he 
was  actually  aiding  and  supplying  her  savage 
enemies,  throwing  open  the  gates  of  his  garrison 
to  their  free  access,  appropriating;  the  King's 
stores  to  their  use,  issuing  ammunition  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  to  them,  ajid  knowingly  purcha- 
sing of  them  property  plundered  from  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  is  clearly  evinced  by 
the  documents  accompanying  my  eorrespoad- 
ence. 

In  Fort  Saint  Mark's,  as  an  inmate  in  the 
family  of  the  Spanish  commandant,  an  English- 
man, by  the  name  of  Arbuthnot.  was  found. 
Unable  satisfactorily  to  explain  tne  objects  of 
his  visiting  this  country,  and  there ^being  a  com- 
bination of  circumsUnces  to  justify  a  suspicion 
that  his  views  were  not  honest,  be  was  ordered 
in  close  confinement.  The  capture  of  his  schoon- 
er, near  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  river,  by  my  aid- 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Oadsden,  and  the  papers 
found  on  board,  unveiled  his  corrupt  transactions, 
as  well  as  those  of  a  Captain  Ambrister,  late  of 
the  British  colonial  marine  corps,  taken  as  a 
prisoner  near  Bowlegs'  town.  These  individu- 
als were  tried,  under  my  orders,  by  sL  special 
court  of  select  officers,  legally  convicted  as  ex- 
citers of  this  savage  and  negro  war,  legally  con- 
demned, and  most  justly  punished  for  their  ini- 
quities. The  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
in  this  casej  with  the  volume  of  testimony  jus- 
tifying their  condemnation,  present  scenes  of 


wickedness,  corruption  and  basbaniy^at  which 
the  heart  sickens,  and  in  which,  in  this  enlight- 
ened age,  it  ought  not  scarcely  to  be  believed 
that  a  Christian  nation  would  have  participated; 
and  yet  the  British  Government  is  Involved  in 
the  agency.  If  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  are 
not  convicted  as  the  authorized  agents  of  Great 
Britain,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  that 
Government  had  a  knowledge  of  their  assumed 
character,  and  was  well  advised  of  the  measures 
which  they  bad  adopted  to  excite  the  negroes 
and  Indians  in  East  Florida  to  war  against  the 
United  States.  I  hope  the  execution  of  these 
two  unprincipled  villains  will  prove  an  awful 
example  to  the  world,  and  convince  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  her  subjects, 
that  certain,  though  slow  retribution  awaits  those 
unchristian  wretches,  who,  by  false  promises, 
delude  and  excite  an  Indian  tribe  to  all  the  hor- 
rid deeds  of  savage  war. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Fort  Gadsden,  I  had 
occasion  to  address  a  communication  to  the 
Governor  of  Pensaeola  on  the  subject  of  per- 
mitting supplies  to  pass  up  the  Escambia  river 
to  Fort  Crawford.  This  letter,  with  another 
from  St.  Mark^s,  on  the  subject  of  some  United 
States^  clothing,  shipped  in  a  vessel  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Spanish  Government,  to  that  post,  I 
now  enclose,  with  bis  reply.  The  Governor  of 
Pensacola's  refusal  of  ray  demand  cannot  but  be 
viewed  as  evincing  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part, 
particularly  in  connexion  with  some  circum- 
stances reported  to  me  from  the  most  unquestion- 
able authority.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Indians 
at  war  with  the  United  States  have  free  acceaa 
into  Pensaeola ;  that  they  are  kept  advised  from 
that  quarter  of  all  our  movements;  that  they  are 
supplied  from  thence  with  ammunition  and  mu- 
nitions of  war ;  and  that  they  are  now  coUecting 
in  large  bodies,  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five 
hundred  warriors,  in  that  city;  that  inroads 
from  thence  have  lately  been  made  on  the  Aia- 
baipa,  in  one  of  which  eighteen  settlers  fell  by 
the  tomahawk.  These  statements  compel  me  to 
make  a  movement  to  the  west  of  the  Appalachi- 
cola ;  and,  should  they  prove  correct,  Pensaeola 
must  he  OjDoupied  with  an  American  force,  the 
Governor  treated  according  to  his  deserts,  or  as 
policy  may  dictate.  I  shall  leave  strong  garrisons 
inFort  St.  Mark's,  Fort  Gadsden,  and  Fort  Scott; 
and  in  Pensaeola,  should  it  become  necessary  to 
possess  it. 

It  becomes  nay  duty  to«tateit.as  my  confirmed 
opinion  that,  so  kmg.as  Spain  has  not  the  power 
or  will  to  enforee  the  treaties  by  which  ahe  is 
solemnly  bound  to  preserve  the  Indiana  within 
her  territory  at  peace  with  the  United.  States,  no 
security  can  be  given  to  our  southern  frontier, 
without  occupying  a  cordon  of  posts  along  the 
seashore.  The  moment  the  American  army  re- 
tires from  Florida,  the  war  hatchet  will  be  again 
raised,  and  the  same  scenes  of  indiscriminate  mas- 
sacre with  which  our  frontier  settlers  bave  been 
visited  will  be  repeated.  So  long  as  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  of  Spain  are  exposed  to  the 
delusions  of  false  prophets,  and  the  poison  of 
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/oreiea  intrigue ;  sq  long  as  th«]r  can  receive  am- 
muBition,  munitions  of  war,  d^c«,  from  pretended 
traders,  or  Spanish  commandants,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  restrain  their  oatrages.  The  burning 
of  their  towns,  the  destroying  of  their  stock  and 
provisions,  will  produce  but  temporary  embar- 
rassments.; resupplied  by  Spanish  authorities^ 
they  may  concentrate  or  disperse  at  will,  and 
keep  up  a' lasting  predatory  warfare  against  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  as  expensive  to 
our  Government  as  harassing  to  our  troops.  The 
savages,  therefore,  must  be  made  dependant  on 
us,  and  cannot  be  kept  at  peace  without  being 
persuaded  of  the  certainty  or  chastisement  being 
inflicted  on  the  commission  of  the  first  offence* 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  measures  which  have 
been  pursued  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  They  have  been 
adopted  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  and 
under  a  firm  conviction  that  they  alone  were  cal- 
culated to  insure  ^*neaee  and  security  to  the 
aouthem  frontier  of  Georgia." 

The  army  will  move  on  the  7th  from  hence, 
crossing  the  Appalachicoia  river  at  the  Ochesee 
bluff,  about  thirty  miles  above  this. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Oeiu  cawnmantUnf, 

Hon,  J.  C.  Calbodn, 

SecnUny  ff  War, 


Hxadq'bs.  Dtvtsioxf  OP  the  Soutb. 

Appalachicoia  river^  May  3,  IS18. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  army 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major' General 
Andrew  Jackson  took  up  the  line  of  inarch  on 
the  26tfa  day  of  March  last,  with  eight  days'  ra- 
tions, and  lay  in  advance  of  this  post  about  six 
miles  on  the  29th,  at  Okolokne  river,  when  nine- 
teen canoes  were  made,  and  the  principal  part  of 
the  army  crossed  by  eisht  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  re* 
^aidue  next  morning;  when  the  march  was  again 
^resumed  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  On  this  eve- 
ning Brevet  Major  Twiggs  of  the  7ch  infantry 
was  detached  with  one  company  and  about  two 
hundred  warriors,  with  orders  to  advance  on  an 
Indian  vilWe  called  T.ailabassie,  and  surprise  it 
at  day-breal.  On  his  near  approach,  he  des- 
patched a  party  to  ascertain  its  situation,  who  re- 
ported it  evacuated  some  days  before.  On  the 
morning  of  the  31st  he  entered  the  village,  having 
previously  sent  out  parties  to  reconnoitre.  Two 
of  the  enemy  were  made  prisoners,  one  of  whom 
made  his  escape  from  the  Indians  before  he  was 
brought  into  camp.  The  army  passed  the  village 
about  twelve  o'clock,  and  encamped  near  Micka* 
suky,  when  inteUigence  was  received  of  the  ap- 

J>roach  of  a  detacbment  of  mounted  volunteers 
irom  Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Coloael  Elliott,  near  four  hundred  strong. 
On  the  Boorntng  of  the  Ist  of  April  the  army 
formed  and  halted  until  their  arrival,  when  they 
were  ordered  to  form  the  advance  of  each  flank, 
with  Captains  Russell  and  Evans's  companies,  as 
spiea,  with  Captain  John  Gordon.    The  army 


now  advanced  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  King- 
hajah's  town,  when  a  number  of  Indians  were 
discovered  herding  cattle  on  the  margin  of  a  laige 
pond.  The  General  ordered  the  right  and  left 
columns  to  advance,  with  a  view  of  cutting  off 
their  retreat,  and  at  the  same  time  instructed  the 
advance  light  company,  under  Major  Muhlen- 
burg,  the  guard,  under  Major  Nicks,  together  with 
the  small  companies  composing  his  life  guard, 
under  Captains  Donlap  and  Crittenden,  to  ad« 
vance  in  support  of  the  spies,  in  the  event  of  a 
general  engagement.  The  spv  companies  com- 
menced the  attack,  and  a  brisc  running  fire  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides  for  some  minutes,  when 
the  enemv  divided,  the  spy  companies  pursuing 
those  en  the  right ;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Elli- 
ott having  turned  their  flank,  became  generally 
engaged,  and  bore  them  over  to  the  left  column, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitch- 
ell, within  half  gunshot  of  each  other,  when  they 
were  assailed  by  both  flanks,  and  would  all  have 
fallen,  had  not  the  volunteers  taken  up  the  im- 
pression, ftom  the  similarity  of  dress,  that  soine 
of  the  friendly  warriors  had  reached  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  which  occasioned  the  firing  to  oeace 
for  a  short  time,  when  a  number  made  good  their 
reueat  into  the  swamp.  Captain  Crittenden's 
comoanv,  being  on  horseback,  was  unable  to  reaeh 
the  head  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Elliott's  column, 
when  thev  dismounted,  and  operated  against  the 
enemy.  Major  Muhlenburg's  company,  the  ad- 
vance guard,  and  Caplain  Dunlap's  company,  be- 
ing on  foot,  were  not  able  to  reach  the  scene  of 
action  in  time.  The  right  column  of  Gboxgia 
militia,  on  neariag  the  pond,  filed  round  it;  and 
Colonel  King,  with  his  regiment,  was  ordered  to 
advance  throujg^h  it,  to  support  the  column  of 
horse,  should  it.be  found  necessary;  which  was 
executed  by  the  colonel  with  great  promptntaa. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged 
on  this  occasion  was,  in  every  respeet,  prane* 
worthy;  our  loss,  one  man  of  Captain  Andrews's 
company  killed|  and  four  of  Caplain  JCvans's  com- 
pany of  Tennessee  volunteers  wounded.  The  re- 
ports give  fourteen  killed  and  several  wounded, 
of  the  enemy,  anil  four  women  prisoners,  from 
whom  we  learned  that  three  hundred  warriors 
had  advanced  from  the  town  to  aid  those  enffa- 
ged,  and,  on  seeing  the  advance  of  an  army,  fled 
precipitately.  Tl^  army  now  advanced  upon 
the  town,  which  was  found  deserted  by  the  en- 
emy; and,  on  reaching  the  square,  discovered  a 
red  pole  planted  at  the  council-house,  on  which 
were  suspended  about  fifty  fresh  scalps,  taken 
from  the  heads  of  extreme  a^e  down  to  the  ten- 
der infant  of  both  sexes,  and,  in  an  adjacent  house, 
near  three  hundred  more,  which  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  the  barbarous  trophies  of 
settled  hostility  for  three  or  four  years  past. 

The  army  continued  the  pursuit  to  a  large  pond 
of  water,  which  is  eight  miles  in  length,  varying 
in  width  from  six  hundred  to  four  thousand  yards, 
and  from  two  to  five  feet  deep,  through  which 
the  army  passed,  when  the  approach  of  night  in- 
duced the  commanding  General  to  draw  off  his 
troops.    On  the  sucoeeding  morning,  Bi evet  Ma- 
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jor  Geoera]  B.  P.  OaiBes,  with  a  lam  command, 
was  ordered  to  pass  the  lake  or  pond,  and  attack 
the  other  townn,  but  which  he  ioand  abandoned 
bt  the  enemy.  The  red  pole  was  again  found 
planted  in  the  square  of  Fowltown,  barbarously 
decorated  with  human  scalps  of  both  sexes,  taken 
within  the  last  six  months  from  the  heads  of  our 
unfortunate  ciiizenr.  General  Mcintosh,  who 
waa  with  General  Gaines,  routed  a  small  party 
of  sarages  near  Fowltown,  killed  one  negro,  and 
took  three  nrisoners,  on  one  of  whom  Was  found 
the  coat  or  James  Champion,  of  Captain  Cum- 
mings's  company,  (4th  regiment  or  infantry,) 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  on  board  one  of  our 
boats  descending  the  river  to  the  relief  of  Major 
Mublenburff.  This  coat,  with  nearly  aU  Captain 
Curomings's  company's  clothing,  was  lost  on 
board  of  Xiieutenant  Scott's  boat,  when  he  and 
his  party  were  massacred,  on  the  30th  of  Novem* 
ber  last.  The  pocket-book  of  Mr.  Thomas  Leigh, 
who  was  murdered  at  Cedar  Creek  on  the  21st  of 
January  last,  was  found  jn  Kioghajah's  town, 
containing  several  letters  addressed  to  the  de- 
ceased, and  one  to  General  Glasscock.  About 
one  thousand  head  of  cattle  fell  into  our  hahds, 
many  of  which  were  recognised  by  the  Georgia 
militia  as  the  brands  and  marks  of  their  citizens. 
I^ear  three  thousand  bushels  of  corn  were  found, 
with  other  articles  useful  to  the  army.  Upwards 
of  three  hundred  houses  were  consumed,  leaving 
a  tract  of  fertile  country  in  ruin,  where  these 
wretches  mig1)t  have  lived  in  plenty,  but  far  the 
infernal  machinations  of  foreign  traders,  if  not 
ajgents.  The  army  remained  at  this  point  until 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  when  the  march  was 
resumed  for  St.  Marks,  before  which  it  arrived 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  and,  after  communica- 
ting with  the  commanding  officer,  took  possession 
of  that  fortress  on  the  following  moirning.  Cap- 
tain McKeever,  of  the  navy,  having  sailed  for  St. 
Marks  with  some  vessels  eontainihg  supplies  fpr 
the  army,  was  fortunate  enough  to  entice  on 
board  his  vessel,  in  the  river.  Francis,  or  Hillis 
Hadjo,  and  Homathlamicco,  nostile  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nation,  and  whose  settled  hostility  has 
been  severely  felt  by  our  citizens.  The  com- 
manding General  had  them  brought  on  shore,  and 
ordered  them  to  be  huug,  as  an  example  to  deter 
others  from  exciting  these  deluded  wretches  to 
future  scenes  of  butchery.  A  man  of  the  name  of 
A.  Arbnthnot  was  also  taken  on  the  arrival  of  the 
army,  and  placed  in  close  confinement. 

Tne  troops  having  again  received  eieht  days' 
rations,  and  a  garrison  detached  for  Fort  dc 
Marks,  the  army  marched  on  the  9th  of  April, 
destined  for  Suwanee.  On  the  morning  of  the 
12th,  the  officer  of  the  day  reported  that  the  sen- 
tinels had  heard  the  lowing  of  cattle  and  barking 
of  dogs  during  the  night;  from  which  the  General 
was  induced  to  send  a  runner  to  General  Mcin- 
tosh, who  was  encamped  a  short  distance  in  rear 
of  the  army,  with  instructions  to  have  the  coun- 
try below  examined.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
army  moved  slowly  in  advance.  General  Mc- 
intosh despatched  Major  Kanard  with  a  party, 
who  returned  to  him  a  runner  reporting  the  dis- 


covery of  a  hostile  party  too  stfonff  for  his  little 
band  of  warriors.  Mcintosh  moved  against  them 
with  his  whole  force.  A  small  detachment  of 
different  companies  of  the  Tennessee  volunteera, 
under  Colonels  Dyer  and  Williamson,  (they  bar- 
ing joined  the  army  on  the  evening  of  the  lOth,) 
were  left  at  our  encampment  to  search  for  hors^ 
and,  on  bearing  the  report  of  Major  Kanard, 
formed  themselves  into  a  company  under  Captain 
Bell,  who  waa  with  ihem,  and  moved  to  attack 
the  enemy,  whom  they  found  near  a  large  swamp, 
endeavoring^  to  move  off.  A  spirited  engagement 
ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  thirty- 
seven,  and  six  men  and  ninety-eight  women  and 
children  prisoners;  and  our  loss,  three  killed  and 
four  wounded  of  the  friendlv  Indians.  The  only 
woman  out  of  seven  whose  life  was  spared  at  (he 
massacre  of  Lieutenant  Scott  was  here  recap- 
tured by  Major  Kanard.  General  Mcintosh  in- 
dividually killed  three  of  the  enemy  and  captured 
one.  The  little  band  of  Tennessee  volunteers 
acted  on  this  occasion  as  becomes  their  character. 
At  tiie  Commencement  of  the  action  the  army 
was  halted,  and  a  runner  despatched  to  inform 
General  Mcintosh  that  any  aid  he  might  deem 
necessary  would  be  afforded,  and  that  the  army 
would  remain  until  his  arrival,  which  was  not 
until  we  encamped  for  the  night.  The  enemy 
abandoned  a  number  of  horses,  hogs,  corn,  and 
about  six  hundred  head  of  cattle. 

The  army  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth, 
and  on  the  succeeding  day  our  spies  surprised  a 
camp  consisting  of  two  men,  a  woman,  and  two 
children.  One  of  the  men  was  killed ;  the  other, 
with  a  small  boy,  slightly  wounded;  and  the 
woman,  unfortunately,  not  being  distinguished  in 
the  swamp,  received  a  wound  of  which  she  died. 
At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  16th,  the  army 
arrived  at  a  large  pond  within  six  miles  of  Bow- 
legs town,  on  Suwany  river,  where  a  fevir  Indians 
weir  mounted  discovered  our  advance.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  overtake  them,  but  the  en- 
ftebled  state  of  our  horses  rendered  it  impracti- 
cable. Under  these  circumstances,  the  General 
deemed  it  advisable  to  take  the  town  by  a  forced 
march,  not  allowing  the  enemy  time  to  cross  the 
river  and  destroy  their  supplies.  The  manner  of 
attack  having  been  previously  arranged,  the  army 
moved  rapidly,  until  arriving  near  the  larffe  — * 
which  flanks  the  towns,  when  the  troops  changed 
position,  tsonformably  to  previous  orders,  and 
moved  forward.  The  left  flank,  composed  of 
Colonel  Williamson's  regiment  of  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers, at  the  head  of  which  was  a  force  of  In- 
dian warriors  under  Major  (now  Colonel)  Ka- 
nard, soon  came  in  contact,  and  warmly  engaged 
the  Indians  and  negroes;  whilst  the  right  flan^ 
composed  of  Colonel  Dyer's  regiment  of  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  with  a  like  force  of  warriors  under 
General  Mcintosh,  advanced  near  the  river,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing.  The  centre 
advanced  in  excellent  order,  and  under  the  ex- 
pectation of  having  to  combat  with  the  strength 
of  these  towns  and  the  fugitives  from  Mickasuky ; 
but,  on  reaching  Bowlegs  town,  found  it  aban- 
doned.   The  left  flank,  from  the  nature  of  the 
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ff ound  they  htd  to  trATene.  and  Colonel  Euiard 
not  adhering  entirely  to  tne  route  designtted, 
drove  the  Indianf  and  negroet  (about  three  hun- 
dred) into  the  river,  before  the  right  flank  could 
occupy  the  desired  position.  The  reports  give 
eleven  killed  and  three  prisoners  on  the  field,  and 
it  is  believed  many  were  killed  and  drowned  in 
swimming  the  river,  it  beioj;  nearlv  three  hun« 
dred  yards  wide.  Colonel  ]EUtnard  nad  thirteen 
wounded,  but  one  dangerously.  About  twenty- 
seven  hundred  bushels  of  corn  were  obtained  in 
the  towns  and  neighboring  swamps,  near  ninety 
head  <^  cattle,  and  a  number  of  horses.  Our  sen- 
tine]%  on  the  night  of  the  17tb,  took  prisoners 
two  white  men  ^Ambrister  and  Cook)  and  one 
negro,  who  had  jU9t  returned  from  Arbuthaot's 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  Suwany  ;  from  the  latter 
we  obtained  a  letter  written  by  A.  Arbuthnot  to 
his  son,  in  which  he  enumerates  the  army  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Greneral's  command,  and 
requires  him  to  inform  his  friend  Bowlegs  that 
resistance  would  be  fruitless  against  such  an  over- 
whelming force,  and  to  make  over  the  river  with 
all  despatch  \  admonishing  his  son,  at  the  same 
time,  to  remove  and  secrete  everything  which 
could  be  moved.  From  Cook  we  learned  that 
this  letter  was  read  to  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
when  they  immediately  commenced  crossing  their 
families^  and  had  just  finished  as  we  entered  their 
towns.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  houses  were 
here  consumed,  the  most  of  which  were  well 
built  and  somewhat  regular,  extending  near  three 
miles  up  the  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th 
General  Gaines  was  ordered,  with  a  select  com- 
mand, and  a  number  of  warriors, under  Gieneral 
Mcintosh,  to  cross  the  Suwany  river  ii^pursuit 
of  the  enemy ;  but  found,  on  advancing  about  sir 
miles,  that  they  had  dispersed  in  every  direction, 
from  the  numerous  trails,  and  too  far  advanced 
to  overtake  them,  his  command  being  short  of 
supplies.  A  detachment  of  the  warriors,  having 
advanced  some  distance,  fell  in  with,  a  smaU 
party  of  the  enemv,  killed  three  warriors,  took 
some  women  and  children  and  five  negroes.  On 
the  same  morning.  Lieutenant  James  Gadsden, 
aid-de-camp  to  the  commanding  General,  de- 
scended the  Suwany  river  to  its  mouth,  with 
Captain  Dunlap's  and  a  few  of  Captain  Uritten- 
den's  companies  of  the  life-guard,  and  a  small 
detachment  of  regulars,  and  captured,  without 
difficulty,  the  schooner  of  A.  Arbutbnot,  which 
had  brought  supplies  of  powder  and  lead  to  the 
Indians  and  negroes  settled  at  Suwany.  This 
vessel' afforded  the  means  of  transporting  our  sick 
back  to  St.  Marks.  On  the  evenmg  of  the  20th, 
General  Glasscock  was  ordered,  at  his  request,  to 
inarch  his  brigade  hy  Mickasuky  to  Hartford,  in 
Georgia,  and  Captain  Bell  ordered  to  muster 
them  out  of  service;  and  the  army  moved  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  preparatory  to  its  return. 
On  the  24th  General  Mcintosh  was  ordered  to 
proceed  direct  to  Fort  Scott,  on  Flint  river,  and 
an  order  furnished  him  to  the  commanding  officer 
to  muster  his  warriors  out  of  service. 

The  army  reached  Fort  Su  Marks  on  the  25th, 
having  noarched  twenty-eight  miles  on  that  day. 


and  we  were  agreeably  surprised  in  finding  Lieu- 
tenant <9adsden  l^ad  arrived  safely  that  evening 
from  the  mouth  of  Suwany.  On  the  26th  a  spe- 
cial court  was  ordered  for  the  trial  of  A.  Arbutb- 
not and  Robert  C.  Ambrister;  which  court,  on 
the  documents  and  evidence  adduced,  sentenced 
the  first  to  be  hung,  and  the  latter  to  be  shot. 
They  were  accordingly  eiecuted  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th.  The  army  moved  and  encamped 
four  miles  from  St.  Marks  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Gadsden  on  the  2d  in- 
stant ;  the  General  bavins  previouslv  detached  a 
garrison  of  two  hundred  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brevet  Miyor  Fanning,  to  occupy  Fort 
St.  Marks,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  this  army 
has  borne  hardships  and  privations  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, in  a  manner  becoming  soldiers  and  citizens 
of  a  nation  proud  of  their  liberties.  The  assist- 
ant topographical  engineer  will  furnish,  a  topo- 
graphical report  of  the  country  through  which 
the  arm V  operated ;  and  I  refer  you  to  the  en- 
closed sketches  for  information  of  our  order  of 
movement,  and  have  the  honor  tONbe,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BUTLBR,  Adj.  Gen. 
Brig.  Gen.  Danibl  PARsna, 

Adjutcmt  and  Inspector  General. 


HEAoa'Rs,  Division  of  the  South, 

FcH  Gadeden,  March  25,  1818. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  a  supply^ of  provisions  to 
be  sent  from  New  Orleans,  via  Peosacola,  to 
Fort  Crawford,  on  the  Caneucho.  This  route 
has  been  adopted  as  the  most  speedy  one  of  pro- 
visioning one  of  my  garrisons  which  must  be 
maintained  during  the  present  confiict  against 
our  mutual  enemies,  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  I 
cannot  but  express  a  hope  that  no  attempt  will 
be  made  to  interrupt  the  free  passage  of  my 
transports  to  that  post.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  any  controversy  with  you  on  the  rights 
which  our  Government  may  claim  to  the  free 
navigation  of  such  water-courses  as  head  within 


but  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  use  of  the 
Escambia  river  in  passing  tip  provisions  to  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Crawford,  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt 
the  passage  of  transports  cannot  be  viewed  in  any 
other  light  than  as  a 'hostile  act  on  your  part. 
I  will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe 
that  you  would  commit  an  act  so  contrary  to  the 
interest  of  the  King  your  master.  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  as  well  as  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  alike  interested  in  chastising  a 
savage  foe,  who  have  too  long  warred  with  im- 
punity against  his  subjects  as  well  as  the  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  every 
aid  which  you  can  give,  to  promote  thb  object, 
will  be  cheerfully  tendered. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mc^  General  commanding. 

Don  Josb  Mazot,  Governor  ^Feneaoola. 
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HbAD^'BA^  DlTTStON  OF  TAB  SOUTB, 

Before  8t  Marks,  April  6, 1818. 
Sir  :  To  chastise  a  savage  foe,  who,  combined 
with  a  lawless  band  of  nej^o  bri^ods,  have  for 
some  time  past  been  carrying  oa  a  cruel  aod  un- 

groToked  war  against  the  citizens  of  the  Unked 
Itates,  has  compelled  the  President  to  direct  me 
to  march  my  army  into  Florida.  I  bare  pene- 
trated to  the  Miekasuky  towns,  and  reduced  them 
to  ashes.  In  these  towns  I  found  many  indica- 
tions of  a  hostile  spirit.  On  a  red  pole  in  tbe 
centre  of  the  coaneil-houses  of  Kenhagas  town, 
more  than  fifty  fresh  scalps,  of  all  ages,  from  the 
infant  to  the  aged  matron,  were  found  suspended. 
In  addition  to  this,  upwards  of  three  hundred  old 
scalps  were  found  in  the  dwellings  of  the  differ- 
ent chiefs  seuled  on  the  Miekasuky  pond.  Those 
barbarians  who  escaped  death  bare  fled.  From; 
information  communicated  by  the  Governor  of 
Pensaeola  to  two  of  my  captains,  Gordon  and 
Call,  I  was  induced  to  believe  they  had  tied  to 
St.  Marks  for  protection.  The  Governor  stated 
that  the  Indians  and  negroes  bad  demanded  of 
yoular^e  supplies  of  munitions  of  war,  with  a 
threat,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  your  fortress.  He  further  expressed  an 
apprehension  that,  from  'your  defenceless  state, 
they  were  already  in  possession  of  St.  Marks. 
The  wife  of  CJienubby^  a  noted  chief,  now  a  pri- 
soner in  my  camp,  informed  me  that  the  hostile 
Indians  and  negroes  obtained  their  supply  of  am- 
munition frum  St.  Marks.  To  prevent  the  recurs 
rence  of  so  gross  a  violation  of  neutrality,  and  to 
exclude  our  savage  enemies  from  so  strong  a  hold 
as  St.  Marks,  I  deem  it  expedient  to  garrison  that 
fortress  with  American  troops,  until  the  close  of 
the  present  war.  This  measure  is  justifiable  on 
the  immutable  principle  of  self-defence,  aod 
cannot  but  be  satisfactory,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King  of 
Spain.  Under  existing  treaties  between  our  two 
Governments,  His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King 
of  Spain,  is  bound  to  preserve  in  peace  with  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  not  only  his  own 
subjects,  but  all  Indian  tribes  residing  within  bis 
territory.  When  called  upon  to  fulfil  that  part 
of  the  treaty  in  relation  to  a  savage  tribe  who 
have  long  depredated  with  impunity  on  the  Amer- 
ican frontier,  incompetency  is  alleged,  with  an 
acknowledgment  that  the  same  tribe  have  acted 
in  open  hostility  to  the  law8,and  invaded  the  rights 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  As  a  mutual  enemy) 
therefore, it  is  expected  that  every  facility  will  be 
aiOTorded  by  the  agents  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  chas- 
tise these  lawless  and  inhuman  savages.  In  this 
light  is  the  possession  of  St.  Marks  by  the  Amer- 
ican forces  to  be  viewed.  I  come  not  as  the  ene- 
my but  as  the  friend  of  Spain.  Spanish  rights 
and  property  will  be  respected.  The  property 
and  rights  of  Spanish  subjects  will  be  guarantied 
them*  An  inventory  of  all  public  property,  mu« 
nitions  of  war,  ^.,  shall  be  made  out  ana  certi 


lliafl[fl  will  be  t^ferred  to  our  revpective  Oovcra- 
ments,  for  amicable '  adjustment.  Some  araKd 
vessels  of  the  Caited  States  mre  Ib  the  liajr  of  8l 
Marks,  with  whom  I  wish  to  commvnieate.  Yea 
will,  I  tnist,  furnish  me  with  a  small  Teasel  ts 
convey  a  letter,  as  well  as  some  sick  «od  vroou^- 
ed  that  are  with  me.  As  our  mntaal  avrvge  eM- 
miesare  eonceniratiog  their  forceeuear  or  «a  the 
Siiwaney,an  eailjf  and  prompt  answer  is  rraiiesccd 
to  this  letter,  with  an  English  trmnatatioB,  as 
neither  myself  nor  staff  are  aequaiotcMl  with  the 
Spanish. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Ai^Me-eaaip 
Lietttenant  James  Gadsden,  by  whom  an  answer 
is  expected,    I  have,  dbe. 

ANDREW  JAGKSOrV, 
Matfor  General  ooasi 

The  Comm'q  OmcER,  St.  Markt. 


subject  of  my  possession  of  the  garrison  of  St* 


Bt.  Mabko,  ofp  AppALAcan, 

Aprai,VS\». 

Most  Bzcbllimt  Bra :  Being  made  to  under- 
stand, althouffh  with  the  greatest  diffioohy,  tk 
contents  of  a  letter  with  which  your  ezcefleney 
honored  me  vesterday  evening,  delivered  to  me 
bv  your- atd-de-camp  James  Gadsden,  I  will  de- 
clare to  your  ezcellencj  the  satisfaction  the 
knowledge  of  the  result  or  your  expedition  against 
Miekasuky  has  aflbrded  me.  That  frtich  would 
be  the  event  could  not  be  doubted,  on  cooaider- 
ing  the  superior  talents  and  Mifni  eondact  of 
your  excellency;  and  to  these  must  be  artribated 
the  success,  on  whicb  I  tender  you  my  moat  cor- 
dial congratulation. 

My«Bbief,  the  Ctovernor  of  Pensaeola,  bad  ia 
truth  reason  to  mention  to  your  captains,  Qordoa 
and  Call,  what  your  excellency  states  to  me,  and 
to  entertain  fears  for  the  fate  of  tbn  fort,  men- 
aced by  Indians  and  negroes  for  some  months  past, 
and  particularly  since  thev*  hare  been  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations  of  obtaining  powder  and 
balls,  which  they  have  so  repeatedly  solicited,  aad 
to  which  they  thought  themselves  entitled,  from 
the  practice  which  subsisted  of  supplying'  them 
annuallv  therewith.  This  proves  how  entirely 
unfounml  is  the  assertion  of  the  wife  of  the  chief 
Cbenubby,  that  tbe  Indians  have  been  supplied 
with  munitions  in  this  fort  since  I  was  advised 
and  I  determined  to  maintain  the  most  perfect 
neutrality.  No  one  can  better  remove  from  your 
excellency's  mind  any  unfavorable  opinion  you 
may  have  formed  on  this  subject  than  the  beater, 
William  Hambly,  as  he  has  at  various  timet 
interpreted  to  me  the  solicitations  of  the  seveial 
Indian  chiefs  in  my  neighborhood ;  and  he  caa 
also  inform  youof  the  advice  I  always  gave  thcoi 
•—to  -avoid  the  destruction  whieh  has  ovcrukea 
them,  and  which  I  foresaw  from  the  beginning. 

This  beiug  realixed,  and  there  being  now  no 
motive  to  fear  any  insult  to  the  fort  from  these 
barbarians  and  the  negroes,  I  beg  permission  of 
your  excellency  to  call  your  attention  to  the  diffi- 
culty I  should  involve  myself  in  with  my  Gov- 
ernment, if  I  were  presently  to  assent  to  what 
your  excellency  ptopoaea  to  me,  to  garrison  thii 
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f«rtwitfa  the  troop*  of  the  Uftited  St«(es,  wiiboot 
Amt  reeetviDf  it*  orders.  Soch  I  will  solicft  im- 
mediateif  en  oppertonity  offers,  ai^d  I  do  Dot  fbr 
a  moment  dooM  that  they  wHl  be  given  to  me  $ 
90  xealoQB  is  my  Gorenimeot  to  comply  with  the 
stipQlatioiis  between  her  and  the  United  States^ 
In  the  interim  I  hope  your  execilenoy  will  desist 
froon  yo«r  intention,  and  be  firmly  persaaded  of 
the  food  faith  and  harmony  which  will  reign  be- 
twieen  this  garrison  and  whfttever  troops  yon 
may  think  fie  to  leave  in  this  Tieinity,  who  may 
astiat  mo  in  the  defenee  of  this  fort  on  any  nn- 
foMveen  event. 

The  siek  yonr  exeelleney  sent  in  are  lodged  in 
the-  royal  hospital,  and  I  have  afforded  them  every 
aid  ^  whieh  eif enmetanoes  admit.  I  hope  yonr 
eaotlleney  will  give  me  other  onportaaities  of 
evincing  the  desire  I  have  to  satiety  you. 

I  trast  yonr  exeellonoy  will  piardon  my  net  an- 
swenag  yott  aa  soon  as  requested,  for  reasons 
which  nave  been  given  yiMt  by  your  aid-decamp. 
1  do  not  accompany  this  with  am-  Bnglish  trans- 
lation, as  your  excelleooy  desires,  because  there 
is  no  one  in  the  fort  cajpable  thereof;,  but  the  be- 
fore Jiamed.  William  Hambl^  proposes  to  trans- 
late It  to  your  excellency  in  the  best. manner 
he  can. 

May  onr  Lord  preserve  your  excellency  many 

fearv.     Stich  is  my  prayer.     Most  excellent  sir. 
kiss  year  exeeHeney's  hands,  atid  am  your  most 
obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

P.  CABO  Y  LUSNQO. 
like  Moat  Bx't  Ai  JACcsoir, 

Oenerai-in-Ckieff  fc 


HaADA>'m%  DivieiON  or  thb  Sodtb> 
Camp fieof  St. Mark^s,  J^rU.7,  'IS. 

Sir  :  I  refer  yen  to  my  commnnicationa  of  y 
tevday,  foe  theaaotives  whacb  have  compelled  me 
to  oooopy  the  feat  of-  St.  Mark^s.^  I  again  repeat 
thai  I  have  entered  the  territory  of  Spain  as  a 
friend^  to  ehastise  a  mutnal  eaemy  of  bothaa'- 
tioo8,afid  whom  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  bound, 
under  tbe  moat  sacred  of  treaties^  to  Have  puatelH 
ed .  hlmaalll  Peculiar  cirenantanoes,  however, 
have  prevented^  and  it  waa  thereliifa  eapeoted 
that  every  faeikty  woald  have  been  given  to  the 
Anaarican  arma,  to  have  iaaored  aoeeess  to  their 
opeaatiaoa.  The  oecupatiott  of  St.  Markka  is  es- 
sential to  the  aceomplishmeat  of  my  eampaigny 
aad  ia  peeoliarly  eaat  thiaperiod^  when  evtdeaoe 
ia  derived  from  every  sooroo  of  the  designs  of 
the  ttegroesand  Indians  agniaai  that  fortreas. 
TkMT  are  now  oonceatrating  with  the  iatention 
of.taJdag  poasessioo  of  St.  Marks  the  moment  my 
army  moves  from  iu  vicinity,  the  dislodging  them 
ffoiD  which  will  oost  me  more  Amenicaa  blood 
than  I  am  dispoaed  sboold  be  shed.  Saecess  to 
m-f  operations  requirea  de^teh;  you  will  ex^ 
enao  mo,  therefore,  in  refosiog  yoni  request  that 
a  eiiapeoaion  should  be  granted  natil  a  permit  is 
obtained  from  your  Government,  aad  on  insist* 
ing  that  Fort  St.  Marks  shoold  be  immediately 
oeeMied  by  American  troops* 

Ifajor  JPanniag,  my  inspector  geB«ral)  aad 


Lient.  Simmooa,  of  the  Ordnance  Department, 
are  appointed  to  aot,  with  one  or  two  officers 
nominated  on  yonr  part,  to  take  an  inventory  of, 
and  inspect  all  public  property  in  the  fort  oi  St. 
Marks,  for  which  receipts  will  be  given  in  the 
name  of  the  American  Qovernment.  Any  dia« 
position  which  yo9  would  wish  made  with  the 
private  property  of  yourself,  officers,  and  soldiers, 
or  any  other  arrangements  gratify  ing  to  yourself, 
will  be  settled  by  my  aid-de-camp^  Lieutenants 
(Gadsden  and  Glassell. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Majcr  Gemral  commanding. 
Don  F.  Cabo  Lueh^o, 

Commanding  fbrt  JSU.  Marian 


APFAiJLoaiE,.ilpriZ7, 1818. 

MoBTfiXGiLLBsrSiBS  I  shouid  iaoisl  QO  what 
I  stated  to  your  excellenoy  in  my  letter  of  tbia 
morning,  as  ta  the  necessity  of  awaiting  ord»a 
from  the  Qovernor  of  Peosaeola.for  the  delivery 
of  this  fort  under  my  commands  were  I  not,  in 
addition  to  what  your  eieellenaV  says  in  your 
answer,  thieatened  by  your  aidido-eamp  and  .the 
other  officers  appointed  to  negotiate,  on  the  9al>> 
ject ;  and  i&ad  not  so  large  a  body  of  troops  en* 
tecedy  without  awaiting  my  permiaeion,  and  taken: 
poasession  of  aH  the  stores  and  posts,  loweringt 
the  Spanish  flag,  and  hoisling  tbe  American^ 
'  So  manifest  a  violation  of  the  territory  of  Hia> 
Catholic  Majesty  obligea  me  to  complain- of  it, 
and  to  protest  against  it ;  and  I  accordingly  do 
protest  against  it,  aad  beg  of  yonr  eaoelleaiay  to 
provide  mci  as  sjieedily  as  possible,  the  venela 
necessary  to  transport  me  to  Pensacok,  to^pether 
with  the  treopa  aad  those  persons  who  are  m  the 
royal  employ;  and  also  togWe  orders  thauin  the 
interim,  the  private  property  and  effects  of  every. 
Spanish  individnai    here  be  reanected.     With 
respect  to  the  public  property  of  His  Catholie 
Majesty,  I  hare'  nominated  the  snbaUern  offiocr 
of  thia detachment  and  commissary  of  the  foat  to 
make,  with  the  three  officers  whom  you  name  to 
ro^  an  in veaiocy  thereof. 

1  repeat  to  your  ezoellency  my  reapcaia,  and 
prayers  to  God. to  preserve  your  life  many  yeaas* 
Moat  eaeelWnt  air,  I  kias  your  excellency's  hands. 
Your  most  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

PR.  CASO  Y  LUENGa 

Ttto  Most  Bxc't  A.  JicKfloir, 

€feneralU.  8.  troopa  btfore  at,  Mdrkk. 


Hsaoa'aayiDiviaioif  or  tb«  Sonrai 
Camft^  near  St.  Mark$i  April  7, 1818. 

Snt:  Ihave  received  yocu  protest  agatostmy 
pfoeeedings.  The  oeenpaacy.of  Fort  St.  Marka 
by  my  troops,  previous  to  your  assenting  to  the 
measure,  became  necessary  from  the  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  an  amicable  adjustment, 
notwithstanding  my  assurances  that  every  ar^ 
rangemeat  should  be  made  to  yoar  satisfaction, 
and  expressing  a  wish  that  my  movemen  is  against 
our  common  enemy  jbonJid  not  be  retarded  bv  a 
tedioua  negotiation.     1  again  repeat  what  haa 
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been  reitermted  lo  you  throngfa  my  aid-de-camp, 
Lieotenaat  Gadsdeo.that  your  peraonal  righuaod 
private  property  shall  be  respected;  that  yoorsit- 
uatjoa  shall  be  made  as  eomforiable  as  practica- 
ble while  compelled  to  remain  in  Fort  St.  Marks ; 
and  that  transports  shall  be  famished,  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  obtained,  to  conTev  yoorself,  family, 
and  command,  to  Pensacola.  1  daily  expect  some 
vessels  from  the  bay  of  Appalaehicola;  as  soon 
as  they  arrire,  the  most  smtable  shall  be  selected 
for  said  purpose. 

ANDEBW  JACKSON, 
iUof  or  General  commanding. 
Don.  Fr.  Caso  t  Lubnoo, 
(ToMmer  of8t.  MarkB. 


PcNSAcoLAf  April  16, 1818. 

Most  Bxoilliiit  Sir:  Tour  ezeellenoy's  let- 
ter  of  the  35th  of  the  last  month  has  been  deliv- 
ered to  me,  and  also  that  of  the  26th,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  16th  of  February  last.  I  have  the 
honor  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  receipt  bf 
both,  and  to  answer  the  former.  ^ 

In  the  month  of  May,  of  the  last  year,  from  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  I  permitted  a  cargo  of  pro- 
visions, which  the  schooner  Mobiterra  had  brought 
from  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  to  pass  up  the 
Bscambia  to  Fort  Crawford.  Influenced  by  the 
same  sentiments,  I  made  a  similar  concession  to 
Captain  Call,  assenting  to  the  transporting  of  the 
cargo  brought  by  the  schooner  I^llana,  in  Jana- 
ary  last,  to  the  said  destination ;  and,  more  latdy, 
in  continuance  of  the  same  amicable  and  concil- 
iatory spirit,  I  consented  that  Lientenaot  Bddy, 
of  the  garrison  of  the  before  named  fori,  (com- 
missioned bv  its  commander,  Major  Young,  for 
the  purpose,)  should  procure  sixty  barrels  of  pro- 
visions in  this  place  $  and  the  cargo  of  the  schoon- 
er Italiana  (^which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  deposited 
here)  not  being  yet  exported,  I  do  not  think  the 
further  introduction  of  provisions,  which  your 
excellency  asks  at  present  necesaarv  \  but,  never- 
theless, as  I  infer  rrom  your  excellency's  letter 
that  these  provisions  are  already  on  their  pMMge, 
in  wrsnance  of  the  sufferance  hitherto  accorded, 
and  observing  the  restrictions  and  cbursiB  estab- 
lished, that  is,  to  consign  them  to  a  Spanish  com- 
mercial house,  who  will  take  care  to  forward 
them,  and  pav  thf$  voyai  duties  of  import  and  ex- 
port, I  will  allow  the  same  destination  to  be  given 
to  them  as  to  the  former,  provided  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  shall  not  set  up,  or 
derive  aov  right,  either  now  or  hereafter,  »om 
these  pure!  y  gratuitous  concessions,  as  I  make  them 
from  the  obligation  of  existing,  circumstances, 
which  do  net  admit  of  supplying  the  garrison  of 
the  before  named  Fori  Crawford  by  any  other 
way. 

In  accordance  with  the  declaration  of  your  ex- 
cellency, when  you  add  it  is  not  )[our  intention 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  with  me  in  relation  to 
the  right  which  the  United  Sutes  may  claim  to 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Bscambia,  so  neither  is 
it  mine  to  discuss  this  subject  with  your  excel- 
lency, as  well  beeause  it  does  not  fall  within  my 


datiea,  as  that,  being  a  subordinate  officer,  I 
bound  to  obey  the  superior  on  whom  I  depend,  ic 
being  my  dutv,  until  I  receive  insuuctions  to  the 
contrary,  to  be  governed  on  this  head  by  the 
treaties  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  \  and  in  the  last,  of  amity,  limits,  and  nav- 
igatioD,  I  do  not  Hce  the  before  named  river  men* 
tinned,  but  the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  my  mas- 
ter, over  all  the  territories*  rivers,  coasts,  ports, 
and  harbors  lying  SoUth  of  31^  North,  solemnly 
and  explicitly  recognised  hj  the  United  States ; 
and,  if  extraordinary  and  existing  circumstances 
should  require  any  further  temporary  conceesioea, 
not  explained  in  the  said  treaty.  1  request  your 
excellency  to  have  the  goodness  to  apply,  in  fa- 
tufe,  for  the  obuining  oithem,  to  the  proper  au- 
thority, as  I,  for  my  part,  possess  no  power  what- 
ever in  relstion  thereto. 

May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  jeaia. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

His  Rx'cy  A.  JAoxaoH, 

M<l^r  Qeniaral,^ 


Haioa'afli  Divtatoii  or  the  South, 

Fbrt  St.  Mark%  April  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  After  I  left  this  port  for  St.  Juan,  to  dis- 
perse and  destroy  the  mutual  enemy  or  Spain 
and  the  United  State^  a  small  schooner,  with 
men  and  supplies,  arrived  from  Pensacola,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  and  detained  by  my  officer 
left  in  oommaod.  This  vessel  has  been  liberated 
with  all  her  effects,  excepting  some  clothing  of 
the  United  States  unaccompanied  with  any  in- 
voice, and  which  has  been  aetained,  as  supposed 
to  be  a  part  of  that  taken  on  board  the  boats 
within  the  territorv  of  this  Republic,  in  which 
Lieutenant  Scott,  of^the  United  States  army,  with 
his -command,  were  so  inhumanly  massacred. 

I  regret  being  compelled  to  state  to  you,  that, 
from  the  papers  and  proofs  taken  at  San  Juan's ; 
the  quantity  of  American  cattle  found  at  St« 
Marks,  and  purchased  by  me  from  the  commia- 
ary  of  the  post ;  and  the  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween this  post  and  the  hostile  Indians^  there  ia 
too  much  ground  to  believe  that  the  Indians  have 
been  encouraged,  aided,  and  abetted  bv  the  offi- 
cere  of  Spain  in  this  cruel  war  against  the  United 
States.  Proof  positive  exists  that  the  Indiana 
were  supplied  with  ammunition  by  the  late  com- 
mandant of  Su  Marks.  The  United  Sutes  cloth- 
ing being  found  on  board  of  a  vessel  in  the  emplof 
of  the  Government  of  Spain,  sailing  from  Pensa- 
cola direct  for  this  port,  compels  me  to  call  oa 
you  for  a  statement  in  what  manner  you  came 
possessed  of  said  clothing.  The  good  under- 
standing that  so  happilv  exists  between  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  and  the  United  States  formed  a  jusc 
ground  to  believe  that  his  agents  would  havedis- 
counteiianced  this  cruel  and  savage  war  against 
the  citizens  of  this  Republic.  Spain,  too  weak 
to  comply  with  her  treaties  with  the  United  States, 
or  chastise  her  own  savage  subjects,  waging  war 
against  a  friendly  nation,  it  was  scarcely  to  be 
believed  that  her  officers  would  have  been  de- 
tected ia  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy,  aasisting 
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with  the  inteHigeBce  of  oar  moTements,  and  pur- 
chatiog  the  property  depredated  of  ns.  America, 
JQ8t  to  ner  treaties,  and  anxious  to  maintain  peace 
with  the  world,  cannot  and  will  not  permit  snob 
a  savage  war  to  be  carried  on  in  disguise  any 
longer.  Asylums  have  been  granted  to  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  an  Indian  foe,  (fngitives 
from  the  territory  of  the  United  States;)  facili- 
ties, deemed  by  me  necessary  to  terminate  a  war 
which,  under  existing  treaties,  sbould  hate  been 
maintained  by  Spain ;  for  feeding  my  troops ;  and 
liberating  the  subjects  of  Spain  imprisoned  by  the 
Indians;  have  all  been  denied  by  the  officers  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  All  these  facts  prore  the 
UDjust  conduct  of  Spanish  agents  in  Florida.  It 
cannot  be  loaffer  tolerated,  and  although  a  Re- 
pablie  fond  of  peace,  the  United.  Sutes  know 
their  rights  and  at  the  expense  of  war  will  main- 
tain them. 

Your  obedient  serTant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

JMb^  Cfenigral  commanding* 

Doh  Josn  Mazot, 

Gwemor  tf  Penoaeola^ 

No.  2. 

Cc^y  of  a  note  of  the  Commandani  of  Wat  Florida 
to  major  Young,  at  the  encampment,  banks  of  the 
Eeeambia* 

PsMSACOLA,  April  27, 1818. 

SiB :  Your  note  of  the  27th,  dated  encampment 
on  the  Bscambia  and  Fort  Crawford,  accompany- 
ing the  proclamation  which  you  were  pleased  to 
enclose,  were  deliTered  to  me  at  three  o'clock  this 
afternoon  by  an  artificer,  a  man  of  color,  whose 
speedy  return  not  allowina  me  at  present  to  an- 
swer them  in  detail,  I  shall  merely  state^  that  the 
small  namber  of  peaceful  Indians  who  were  in  this 

Slace  and  in  its  vicinity  retired  on  the  26th,  at  the 
ftWB  of  which  day  sereral  of  them,  both  women 
and  children,  were  killed  by  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  As  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  investigate 
the  motives  of  this  act.  or  or  the  violation,  result- 
itkf  from  it,  I  shall  only  say  that,  in  compliance 
with  my  duty,  I  shall  give  an  account  of  the 
whole  proceeding  to  rojr  superior;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  I  hope  jroa  will  allow  no  further  hos- 
tilities to  be  committed  on  this  territory,  on  any 
ptetenee  whatever.  If  the  Indians  should  give 
auT  further  cause  of  complaint,  I  trust  you  will 
inform  me  of  it,  tha^  they  may  receive  due  pun- 
ishment, should  that  depend  on  my  authority.  If 
there  are  any  Indians  still  remaining  within  this 
territory,  I  will  have  them  sought  for  and  informed 
of  your  letter,  and  advise  you  of  the  result.  I 
eno  assure  you,  both  under  my  band  and  on  my 
word,  that  the  information,  as. stated  in  your  let- 
ter, of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the  Indians 
is  the  first  I  have  had  of  them,  for  at  the  time  I 
agreed  to  the  return  of  the  escort  referred  to,  I 
hnd  DO  knowledge  of  any  others  than  those  who 
were  concerned  in  the  atuck  on  Lieutenant  Bddy. 
I  repeat  to  yon  the  assurance  that  my  wishes  and 
eSoris  are  wholly  directed  to  preserve  the  peace 
happily  subsisting  between  our  Governments.  In  I 


a  full  confidence  in  your  favorable  sentiments,  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  yon  my  respectful  salutations. 
God  preserve  you  manv  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

ToMajorW.  Young, 

Com^g  Am.  troope  on  the  Escambia 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Joee  MaxottoMn^or  W,  Young. 

Paif  8A00LA,  April  30, 1818. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  request  expressed  in 
your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I  assembled  the 
chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creeks  at  the  villages  of 
Colome,  Canaan,  Cowale,  and  Forsatche,  and 
communicated  to  them  the  contents  of  your  let- 
ter. They  all  replied  that  they  had  for  a  long 
time  been  very  miserable  and  wretched,  without 
shelter  or  home,  that  by  the  counsel  of  a  good 
friend  they  bad  at  length  found  one,  that  they 
bad  listened  attentively  to  it,  and  accepted  with 

fratitode  the  offers  you  had  made  them.  These 
ndians  are  about  eishty-seven  in  number,  includ- 
ing women  and  children.  They  agreed  to  divide 
themselves  into  three  parties,  and  set  out  on 
their  march,  as  soon  as  I  received  your  answer, 
which  they  thought  it  would  be  prudent  for  them 
to  keep;  and  that  when  you  were  informed  of 
their  resolution,  you  would  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  their  safe  progress,  and  avoiding  any 
rencouoter  with  the  Cfaoctaws,  who,  if  not  season- 
ably apprized  of  the  circumstances,  might  attack 
them,  in  which  case  the  pacific  arrangements, 
in  which  we  both  take  so  strong  an  interest, 
would  be  entirely  defeated.  Opabi-hola,  an  Ali- 
liamon  chief,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age, 
and  Infirmities  will,  for  the  present,  remain  here 
with  his  family.  I  have  given  orders  for  his 
relief,  and  pledge  myself  for  his  good  behaviour. 
You  will  always  find  me  disposed,  sir,  to  pro- 
mote slqj  measure  conducive  to  the  mutual  in* 
terests  of  our  two  countries,  which  may,  at  the 
same  time^  be  in  conformity  with  existing  trea-, 
ties.  I  ofier  you  the  renewed  assurances  of  my 
respect,  aod  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 
To  Major  Wbitb  Younq. 

Pbrsaooua,  ytfoy  2, 1818. 

True  copies  of  the  letter  and  documents  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  this  command. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  (by  indis- 
position,) 

BUEN.  DUBIEUIL. 


HaABa'as,  Division  or  tbb  Soirra, 
Fori  Montgomery,  June  2, 1818. 
Sir:  The  Seminole  war  having  terminated,  I 
deem  it  politic  and  advisable  to  seed  to  Wasn- 
iogton  John  Blunt  and  his  Indian  comrades,  who 
have  acted  as  pilots  to  me  during  the  late  cam- 
paign. Juhn  Blunt  is  a  Tuckaratcbee  Indian, 
has  long  been  friendly  to  the  United  Stales,  and 
in  consequence  of  his  opposition  to  the  Red 
Stick  party  during  the  Creek  war  has  drawn 
down  upon  himself  their  vengeance  during  the 
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lite  eooUf t.  Hit  aettlemeiit  betng:ii  an  expoMd 
siuaiioo  on  theAppalftcbieolariYer,he  wisearlT 
attacked  by  8eniDole%  hia  property  dctCroyeJ, 
and  his  iknily  rifled  from  bim ;  alone  he  escaped 
and  fled  to  Fort  Scott,  where,  joining  the  Amer- 
ican standard,  hehaaproved  btmsetf  amosizeal- 
oas  friend  and  faithful  pilot  t'j  this  period.  In 
jttstiee  to  him  I  am  bound  to  state,  that  to  his 
c^mef  kno4i4edge  of  the  couMry  and  zeaiove 
attatthment  to  the  canse  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged, I  am  measurably  indebted  for  the  suceess 
of  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Hambly  accompanies  John  Blunt.  Mr. 
H.  is  a  Spanish  subject  by  birth,  and  has  long 
been  a  resident  as  a  trader  on  the  Appalachicola 
rirer.  In  consequence  of  his  attachment  to  tbe 
American  cause,  and  his  active  exertions  to  check 
the  hostile  feelings  of  those  Indians  disposed  to 
war  against  the  United  States,  he  drew  down 
upon  himself  and  family  their  vengeance.  He 
was  forcibly  taken  from  his  house  at  an  early 
period  of  tbe  war }  his  property^  goods,  and  ne- 
g'roes  taken  from  himj  and  he  violently  transport- 
ed from  Mickasukey,  Suwanee,  and  St»  Marks, 
until  finally  relieved  by  Captain  McKeever  of 
the  American  Navy ;  since  which  period  he  hat 
been  attached  to  my  army  as  Indian  interpreter. 
Ton  will  find  him  an  honest  and  faithful  friend 
of  our  Government,  and  valuable  for  the  infor- 
ination  which  he  can  afibrd  of  Spanish  pgiicy 
and  intrigue.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
transactions  of  foreign  agents  in  this  country,  of 
their  practices,  dbe.^  and  how  far  encouraged  by: 
tha  Spanish  authonty,  dbc.  With  respect,  4c. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding^ 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun,  Stdy  qf  War, 

HniDfii^St  DivrotoN  or  tbb  South, 

Fort  Montgomery,  June  8, 1818. 

Sin :  In  a  communication  to  you  of  the  6th 
of  May,  I  detailed  at  length  the  operations  of 
my  army  up  to  that  period..    Leaving  a  stroai^ 

rirriaon  of  regulars  in  Forts  Scott  and  Qadsden, 
resumed  my  march,  with  a  small  detachment 
of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  one  company  of 
artillery,  and  the  effeelivce  of  the  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers^ the  whole  not  exceeding  twelve  hun- 
dred men.  to  fulfil  my  intentions,  communicated 
to  you^  of  scouring  the  country  west  of  the  Ap- 
palUchicola  river.  On  the  10th  of  Majr*  my 
army  croaaed  that  river  at  the  Ochesee  village, 
and,  after  a  fatiguing,  tedious,  and  circuitous 
march  of  twelve  days,  misled  by  the  ignorance 
of  ottr  pUota,  and  expMed  to  the  sevevestof  pri- 
vation^: we  finally  reached  and.  effected  a  pas- 
sage over  the  Bscambia.  On  my  onreh,  on  tbe 
a£i  of  May,  a  protest  from  the  Qovernor  of  Pen- 
s^cola  waa  delivered  me  by  a  Spanish  officer, 
remonstrating  in  warm  term*  against  my  pro- 
ceedinp,  and  ordering  me  and  my  forces  in* 
stanily  to  qait  the  territory  of  His  Catholie  Ma-^ 
jeaty,  with  a  threat  to  apply  force  in  the  event  of 
a  non-compliance.  This  was  so  open  an  indica* 
tioB  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  after  having 


been  entiy  and  weU  adnaed  of  thaobjnct  of  mf 
operatiooa,  thnc  I  haaitfticd  no  longer  on  the 
measurea  to  be  adopted*  I  marched  for  and  en* 
tertd  Penaacola  with  only  the  show  of  resist* 
aacoj  on  tbe  24lh  of  May.  Tbe  Oovernor  had 
previously  fled  to  Fort  Carlos  dt  Barancaa, 
where,  it  was  snid^  he  had  resolved  upon  n  moac 
dosperatereaiainnee.  A  correspondence  ensned 
between  ua,  (accompunyinf^  thia,flMirked  A,)  de- 
tailing at  length  my  motives  for  wishing  and  de- 
manding that  Penaaeola  andita  dependenciea  be 
occupied  with  an  American  garrtaon*.  The  pack* 
age  marked  B  are  doeuments  suhatanttating  the 
chargpea,  in  part,  agaanst  the  conduct  or  the 
Spanish  Qaycrnor,  having  knowingly  nod  wiU 
iingly  admitied  tbe  ssivages,  atowediy  hostile  to 
the  United  Stalea,  within  the  town  of  Pensn» 
cola« 

The  peaceable  surrender  of  the  fort  at  the  Ba* 
rancas  was  denied.  I  maiehcd  for  and  invested 
it  00  the  evening  dftbe^25(h.ofiMay,  and  on  the 
sama  night  pnehed  jMunnnBtlMDg  parties  under 
its  very  guns.  On  the  mornioft  at  the  2Clh|  a 
military  recoanoiai«iee  waa  tueUN;  and  on  the 
same  night,  a  lodgement  was  made,  under  a  fire 
from  the  Spanish  garrieon,  by  Captain  Gkdsden 
of  tbe  engineers,  aided  by  Captains  Call  and 
Tbung,  on  a  commanding  positron,  within,  tbvae 
hundred  and  ei^hly-fiYe  yardu  of  the  S||»nish 
works,  and  a  nine-pounder  mounted.  A  how- 
itzer bntiery  was  smratiteBeeBsly  established  on 
the  capitolofi  and  within  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
yardaofthefort*  At  darlight  on  the  STIh,  thn 
opaaish  garnsnci:  opened  their  nrtilleryon  ow 
batteriea;  a  partoy  waa  sounded,  a  flag  sent  in. 
and  tbe  surrender  of  Fort  Carlos  de  Bniunnn 
again  demnnded ';  the  favorable  positions  obtained 
were  pointed  out,  and  the  inumity  of  resiatanee 
urged*  Amione  to  avoid  an  open  eonteat^and 
to  save  the  effusion  of  blood,  the  same  tefnia 
previon&ly ofievcdwete  n|aili  tendered*  These 
were  rejeotedi  and  oflensive  opemtieos  fecom« 
meneed,  A  spirited  and  well-direeted  fife  waa 
kept  up  the  greater  pert  of  the  morning,  and 
at  intervals  during  the  aftemeon.  In  the  eve* 
ning  n  ^Mg  was  aent  from  the*  Spanish  co»- 
mandant,  faring  to  eapitukte^  and  n  sunienK 
slon  of  hostilities  was  granted  until* eight  e^claek- 
next  day,  when  the  eneloted  articles  of  capita 
ulntteti  (outfked  C)  were  signed  and  ngreed 
i6.  The  terms  are  more  fevemhle  then  a  eoi^ 
qucred  enemy  would  have  ^petited ;  but^  undev 
the  peculiar  eiroumstnneea  of  the  eaae^  my  ob» 
Jeet  obtained,  there  wna  no  motive  for  wounding 
the  feelings  of  those  whose  mititai y  prtde^  or 
henor  bad  prompted  to  the  resistance  nade^ 
The  articles,  with  hot  one  oondition,  amounted  to 
a  complete  ceesiea  to  the  United  Statee  of  thnc 
person  of  the  Floridea  httherte  under  tha  gor* 
emment  of  Don  Jose  Mazot* 

The  anrangemcnta  whic£  I  hnvemade  to  seeuae 
Penaacola  and  its  dependenctes  are  eeniained  In 
tbe  general  orders^  marked  D.  I  deemed  it  moat 
advisable  to  retain,  for  the  present,  the  same 
governmeat  to  which  the  pepple  had  been  ncoua^ 
tomed,  until  aueh  time  as  the  Baceeutive  of  the 
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United- SuiMs  may  «rto  otherwise.  It  was  ne- 
cessary, however,  to  ettablhih  the  Fereaue  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  cheek  the  smuj^liag 
which  had  been  carried  oa  soceessfallv  in  this 
qaarter  for  many  years  past,  and  to  admit  the 
American  merchant  >to  an  equal  partieifNition  in 
a  trade  which  would  hare  been  denied  under  the 
partial  operations  of  the  Spanish  commereial 
code. 

Capt.  Qadsden  was  appointed  by  me  coileetor 
and  he  lias  organized  and  left  the  department  in 
the  charge  of  officers  on  whom  (he  greatest  eoa- 
fidence  may  be  reposed. 

Though  the  Seminole  Indiaas  hare  been  seaw 
tened,  and  liteiaily  so  dirided  'and' reduced  asoo 
longer  to  he  riewed  as  a  formidable  enemy,  yet, 
aa  there  are  atiii  many  small  marauding  parties 
flvpposed  to  he  concealed  in  the  swamps  of  the 
Perdido,  Chooiawhatchy,  and  Chapenley,  who 
oaigbt  make  oeeasional  and  sudden  inroadson  oar 
frontier  •  settlers,  roassaereiag  women  and  chil- 
dren, I  have  deeoied  it  adrisabte  to  call  into  ser- 
Tiee  for  fl«x  months,  if  net  sooner  discharged,  two 
companies  bf  rolnnteer  rangers,  under  Captains 
MeUtrt  and  Doyles,  with  instroctions  to  scour 
the  oomitry  between  the  Mobile  and  Appalechi- 
eola  rirers,  exterminating  every  hostile  party 
^ho  dare  resist^  or  will  not  surrender  and  remore 
with  their Ibmiliea  ahore  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  latitude. 

The  Seminole  war  may  now  be  considered  aa 
at «  close,  tfaaquiliity  again  restored  to  the  souih- 
arn  frontier  of  the  United  States;  and,  as  long  as 
a  eordeo  of  military  poets  is  maintained  along 
the  Chilf  of  Mexico,  Ameiica  has  nothing  to  ap* 
nrehead  from  either  foreign  or  Indian  hostilities, 
indeed,  sir,  to  attempt  to  fortify  or  protect  an 
imaginary  line,  or  to  soppose  that  a  froniier  on 
the  ttiirty-drst  degree  of  latitude,  in  a  wilderness, 
can  be  secured  by  acordoil  of  miltery  posts,  whiht 
the  Bpanish  aatheritiea  were  ooc  wiintained  in 
the  Fioridas,  and  the  country  lay  open  to  the  use 
and  excitement  of  any  encm  v,  is  visionary  in  the 
extreme.    On  the  immutable  principles,  there- 
fore, of  self  defence,  amhorized  by  the  law  of 
mMura  and  of  nations,  hare  i  bottomed  all  mv 
o^raitons;  on  the  fiwt  that  the  Spvoish  om» 
aers  had  aided  and  abetted  tiM  Indiaa  enemy, 
aftd  thereby  heeaaae  a  parly  in  hostilities  against 
«S|  de  1  iustify  my  ooeopying  the  Spanish  for* 
teesses.    Bpaia  had  disregarded  the  treaties  eg«> 
isting  with  <he  AiMrican  OowraaMat,  or  had 
aot  power  to  enforee  them ;  the  Indian  tribes 
within  hec  territw y,  and  which  she  was  bonnd  to 
heep  at  peaoe^  had  visited  our  citisens  with  all 
the4K»rrors  or  savage  war;  negro  brigands  were 
estabiishiag  themselves  when  and  where  they 
.pleased )  and  foreign  agenu  were  openly  and 
Koowia^ly  practising  their  intrignes  in  this  aeu- 
tial  territory.    The  immutable  principtes  ofself- 
defenca  justified,  therefore,  the  occupancy  of  the 
'Fioridas,  and  the  same  principles  will  warrant 
the  Aihcrican  Qoternment  in  holding  it  antil 
sneh  .time  as  Spain  can  guarantee,  by  an  ade- 
quate mtliiaffy  force,  the  malnteining  heraatlioi- 
iift  within  the  coloar. 

15th  CoK.  M  Sess.— 70 


A  topographical  sketch,  of  the  country  from 
the  Appalachicola  to  Pensacola  Bay,  accompanies 
this.  Captain  Young  will  prepare,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  a  toDogra|>hlcal  memoir  of  that  part 
of  the  Fioridas  in  wnteh  my  army  has  operated, 
with  a  map  of  the  country.  Captain  Chtdsden  is 
instructed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  necessary 
defences  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the  miiitarv 
reoonnoissance  will  permit,  accomp|attied  witn 
plans  of  ei^isting  works,  what  additions  or  im- 
provements are  necessary,  and  what  new  works 
should,  in  his  opinion,  be  erected  to  give  perma- 
nent security  to  this  important  territorial  addition 
to  our  Repubiic.  As  soon  as  this  report  is  pre- 
pared. Captain  Ghidsden  will  receive  orders  to 
repair  to  Washingtomi  City  with  some  other  doc- 
uments which  I  may  wish  to  confide  to  bis 
charge. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  which  has  termi- 
nated so  honorably  and  happily,  it  gives  menleap 
stite  to  express  my  approbation  generally  or  the 
officers 'and  soldiers  of  every  species  of  corps 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command.  Tm 
patience  with  which  they  endured  fatigue  and 
submitted  (o  privations,  and  the  determination 
with  trbich  they  encountered  and  vanquished 
every  difficulty,  are  the  strongest  indication  of 
the  existence  of  that  patriotic  feeling  which  no 
t^comstances  can  change,  and  of  that  irresistible 
ardor  in  the  defence  of  their  country  which  will 
prove  her  strength  and  bulwark  under  any  ex- 
posure. I  should  do  violence  to  my  feelings  if  I 
did  not  particularly  notice  the  exertions  of  my 
quartermaster  general,  Colonel  -^Qeorge  Gibson, 
who,  under  the  most  embarrassing  circumstances, 
rdleVed  the  necessities  of  my  army,  and  to  whose 
exertions  I  tvas  indebted  for  the  supplies  received. 
Sis  zeal  and  integrity  in  this  campaign,  as  wdQ 
as  in  the  uniform  discharge  of  his  duties  since 
bis  connexion  with  my  staff,  merit  the  approba- 
ion  and  gratitude  of  his  country. 

With  respect,  yours,  Stc* 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  anrnmandin^. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Seer^y  of  War, 


Pah SACoiA,  May  IS,  1818. 

Moot  Bzoilubnt  Sib  :  On  the  10th  inemnt  1 
received  your  exoeileacy'«>  letter  of  the  STth  ef 
April  last,  informing  me  that  some  ariieles  of 
clothing  used  by  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  supposed  to  be  part  of  those  taken  iathe  boat 
in  which  Lieutenant  Scott  and  his  escort  were 
so  iohomaaly  murdeied^  were  found  in  a  smaM 
schooner  despatched  from  this  port  for  that  ot 
AppahMhee  with  provisfons. 

Your  exceUency  inqaiies  of  me  in  what  man- 
ner diese  articles  came  into  my  possession  $  and 
yott  further  state  that  you  feel  yourself  obliged  to 
inform  me  that  the  documents  andtheproofb  fovtvid 
in  St.  inaa,  the  detention  of  American  cattle, 
ibnad  in  St.  Marks,  aad  the  correspondence  cai^ 
Tied  oa  between  this  pest  and  the  hostile  Indians, 
are  saffioient  to  ereaie  a  belief  that  they  were 
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«rmed  aod  iaeited  to  this  cruel  war  against  the 
United  States  by  the  Spanish  officers. 

Tottr  excellency  adds  that  there; exists  positire 
proofs  that  the  Indians  were  sopi^lied  with  mu- 
nitions by  the  last  commander  or  St.  Marks ;  and 
you  conclude  by  raying  that  an  asylum  has  been 

f  ranted  here  to  the  persons  and  pro|)erty  of  the 
ndians,  who  are  enemies  to  the  United  Stages, 
and  fugittyes  from  the  American  territory;  and 
that  these  proceedings,  and  the  refusing  to  allow 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  your  troops,  prove 
the  unjust  conduct  of  the  Spainish  agents  in  the 
Floridas. 

I  shall  answer  the  charges  alleged  in  their 
proper  order,  aod  without  eraision  or  reservation. 

The  first  complaiat  made  by  your  excellency 
is  relative  to  the  articles  of  clothing  found  on 
board  the  schooner  Maria,  and  which  have  been 
detained  on  the  sopposition  that  they  are  the 
property  of  the  United  States. 

Part  of  these  articles,  as  is  proved  by  copy  No. 
1,  were  purchased  at  New  Orleans  in  the  month 
of  May,  last  year;  part  came  from  the  Havana; 
and  pan  were  purchased  in  this, place.  All  this 
is  established.  The  charge  is,  of  course,  done 
away,  and  your  excellency's  question  is  satisfac- 
torily answered. 

The  succeeding  one  is  more  serious,  and  relates 
to  the  course  observed  of  late  by  the  Governor 
of  St.  Marks. 

I  immediately  required  of  him  an  account  of 
his  conduct,  and  he  made  me  the  communication 
found  in  copy  No.  3.  However,  your  excellency 
affirms  that  you  possess  positive  proofs  of  the 
misconduct  of  this  officer,  I  must,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  entreat  you  to  submit  them  to  me, 
that,  the  fact  being  established,  X  may  inflict  on 
him  deserved  punishment.  I  assure  your  exeel* 
leocy,  with  the  sincerity  natural  to  me,  that  he 
has  acted  in  entire  opposilion  to  his  instructions ; 
and  that,  if  your  excellency  will  transmit  the 
proofs  I  request,  he  shall  be  brought  before  « 
council  of  war,  and  punished  with  all  the  sever- 
ity his  transgressions  deserve;  but  your  excellency 
will  be  just  enough  to  allow  that  the  Spanish 
Government  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  its  agents,  when  it  neither  upholds 
them  therein,  nor  suffers  their  knal-practices, 
being  ascertained,  to  pass  unpunished. 

The  last  complaints  of  your  excellenej  have  a 
personal  and  direct  application  io  ofiyself,  and  are 
relative  to  the  asylum  mnted  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  fugitive  Indians,  and  to  the  passage 
of  provisions  up  the  Bscambia.  It  is  easy  for  me  to 
rensore  these  charges,  and  I  think  your  ekcel- 
iency  will  be  satisfied  with  a  short  and  true  rela- 
'tion  of  facts.     . 

With  respect  to  the  Indians,  your  excellency 
has  been  assuredly  misinformed,  9is^  although  it 
is  true  that  some  remained  here,  the  greater  part 
of  them  were  women  and  children,  who  procured 
a  subsistence  by  furnishing  the  inhabitants  with 
wood,  fish,  and  other  trifling  objects,  and  were 
bere  before  the  present  war  with  the  Seminoles. 
Others,  now  and  then,  assembled  on  account  of 
ihe  war,  but  in  very  small  numbers;  a%  whan  I 


had  them  collected,  in  compUance  with  the  prop- 
osition made  by  Major  Young,  they,  altogether, 
amounted  to  eighty-seven,  and,  assuredly,  these 
few  unarmed  and  miserable  men  were  not  hoe- 
tile  to  the  United  States.  The  continual  passinj^ 
of  American  citizens  from  the  frontier  to  this 
people,  who  travelled  alone  and  unarmed  among 
them,  without  being,  at  any  time,  insulted  or 
molested  in  their  persons  or  property,  is  a  proof 
of  this* 

With  respect  to  the  passage  of  prorisions  np 
the  Escambia,  I  have  not  hitherto  prevented  it, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  have  facilitatecl  it  so  far  as 
I  was  able,  and  my  limited  powers  have  permit- 
ted, even  to  the  compromitiing  of  myself;  for, 
being  only  a  subordinate  officer.  I  oonld  not  con- 
sent to  it^  as  it  is  unauthorized,  oat  I  took  the  re- 
sponsibility on  myself,  in  consideration  of  exist- 
ing circui)(i$tances,  and  so  I  stated  to  your  exeel- 
iency  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  last  month,  wliieh 
I  wrote  to  you  by  Major  Perault,  and  to  which 
I  refer  you  in  support  of  my  asaertion.  Now, 
that  the  free  commerce  of  this  people  with  thoee 
of  the  interior  is  declared  admissible  by  higher 
authority,  there  will,  in  future,  be  no  dimcttliy  in 
allowing  the  merchanu  to  tranaport  from  hence 
to  Fort  Crawford,  and  other  forts  on  the  frontier, 
as  well  by  water  as  by  land,  whatever  provisions 
and  effecu  they  may  need  or  desire ;  by  which 
means  these  posts  will  readily  be  prorisioned, 
and  your  excellency  will  be  aatisned. 

-I  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency's  let- 
ter satisfactorily,  and  in  a  manner  which  can 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions, 
and  which  evinces  my  desire  to  contribute,  so 
far  as  depends  on  me,  to  the  good  understand ioy 
existing  between  our  respective  Governmenta. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  yean. 

JOSB  MAZOT. 

His  Bxc'cy  Anuriw  Jacksoii, 

hk^or  Oeneral  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

PsNaAcoLA,  Ma^  18, 1818. 

Being  informed  of  what,  amongst  other  aii^ 
jects,  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  of  the 
united  States  troops,  states  to  yon.  in  his  letter  of 
the  37th  of  April  last,* and  «ommnnioaied  to  na 
in  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  yon  diraet 
me  to  explain  to  yon  what  description  the  arti- 
cles were,  referred  to  by  thb  said  General,  and 
by  whom  the  coats  wora  by  the  men  belongiaf 
to  the  Grer  and  Brown  companies,  (de.pardos  r 
morenoa,)  from  the  Havana,  under  my  command, 
were  sold  or  brought  to  this  place,  they  being  the 
same  uniform  as  that  worn  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  I  hare  to  inform  you,  in  reply, 
that  the  artielea  of  clothing  shipped  on  boara 
the  schooner  Maria,  for  the  supply  of  a  detach- 
ment from  the  aforesaid  companies  at  Appala- 
chie,  and  detained  by  General  Jackson,  consisted 
of  fifteen  four-point  woollen  blankets^  brought 
here  in  His  Majesty's  hermaphrodite  brig  £lDoa 
Henrique  Granpr6,  as  is  shown  by  voucher  No.  1, 
annexed  {  15  common  black  hat^  bought  of  Don 
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Henrique  Micbelet,  as  is  proved  by  Toueber  Nou2; 
and  20  shirts  of  Crea  linen,  and  the  same  naoaber 
of  pantaloons,  received  by  the  above  named  her- 
maphrodite armed  brig,  with  the  exception  of 
three  or  four  of  the  latter  articles,  which  were 
made  in  North  America  for  the  use  of  their  troops, 
and  came  into  my  possession  io  the  manner  I  shall 
explain  to  yon.  All  which  clothing  i  requested 
you,  in  mine  of  the  7ih  April  last,  to  report  to  the 
Department  of  Royal  Finance,  that  they  might 
be  regularly  entered  in  the  clearance,  on  account, 
and  at  the  risk,  of  the  same.  By  voucher  No;  3. 
annexed,  you  will  perceive  that,  on  the  Ist  and 
6th  of  May,  and  29th  of  July  last,  there  were 
shipped  for  me,  fW)m  New  Orleans,  by  Don  Pedro 
Dalnaste  y  Claveria,  merchant  and  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  coats 
of  the  uniform  altered  there,  as  ia  stated  in  his 
letter  of  advice ;  also  twenty-eight  pairs  of  shoes ; 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  shirts ;  seventy-six 
pairs  of  pantaloons ;  two  hundred  and  thirty^six 
woollen  waistcoau,  without  sleeves;  twenty 
Russia  jackeu;  two  hundred  and  fifty*three 
leather  caps,  for  the  use  of  the  Chasseurs ;  and  a 
quantity  of  leather  gaiters  and  stocks;  which 
articles  were  pnrchased  from  the  military  store- 
keeper at  New  Orleans,  and  brought  here  in  the 
schooners  Maria  and  Jalouse,  under  the  charge 
of  their  masters,  Bartelome  Alberty  and  Joxe 
Medina,  who  included  them  in  the  manifests  they 
presented  to  the  custom-house  here,  and  the  duties 
on  them  arere  paid,  as  appears  from  the  estimate 
of  them,  made  by  the  Department  on  the  19th  of 
May  and  the  11th  of  August  last.  It  follows, 
from  this  statemeat,  that  the  conjecture  formed 
by  General  Jackson,  that  the  articles  of  clothing 
detained  by  him  were  part  of  those  taken  from 
the  escort  of  Lieutenant  Scott  atthe  time  he  was 
killed,  withia  the  territory  of  the  RepubHe,  is 
deprived  of  all  foundation,  as  the  unfortunate  fate 
of  that  officer  and  his  escort  happened  on  the 
Appalaehieola  in  Deeeoaberlast ;  and  the  articles 
of  clothing  alluded  to  were  purchased  ia  New 
Orleans  in  May  and  July  of  the  same  year,  as  is 
proved  by  the  letters  of  ad  vice  and  invoieeaoom- 
prieed  iu  voucher  No  3,  to*  which  I  have  referred* 
God  preserve  yon  many  yean. 

B.  GARCIA  GALDBRON. 
To  Don  Joaa  Masot* 

No.  L 

I  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  10th  of  Februarv 
last,  I  sold  to  Captain  I)on  Benlgno  Garcia  Cal- 
deron,  comroandiog  the  Grey  and  Brown  com- 
panies from  Havana,  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
pairs  of  French  shoes,  iron  shod,  for  the  use  of 
the  men  belonging  to  the  said  companies ;  and, 
at  the  request  of  the  said  officer,  I  (;ive  him  the 

S resent  certificate,  at  Pensacola,  this  18th  day  of 
[ay,  1818. 

HENRIdUB  DE  GRANPRB. 

No.  2. 

I  hereby  certify  tbat^o  the  12th  of  Februarr 
last,  I  aold  to  Captain  Don  Bcaig oo  GiEeia  Cai- 


deron,  comnanding  the  Grey  and  Brown  com* 

Eanies  from  the  Havana,  nine  dozen  round  black 
ats,  for  the  use  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  said 
companies ;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said  officer,  I 
give  him  the  present  certificate,  at  Pensacola, 
this  18th  day  of  May,  1818. 

HENRiaUE  MICHBLBT. 

No.  3. 
Nbw  OaLBAiia,  Apnl  30, 1817.  . 

Annexed  you  have  an  account  of  cost  and 
charges  of  fiuy-fonr  shirts  and  twenty-eight  pairs 
of  shoes,  for  amount  whereof  you  are  debited,  in 
account,  fifty-three  dollars.  Although  I  had  n6 
orders  from  you  for  the  shirts,  I  was  induced  to 
purchase  them  by  the  low  price,  and  the  pcoba- 
Dility  of  your  employing  them  to  advantage.  In 
the  sack  which  contains  them,  vou  will  find  a 
uniform  coat,  altered  here,  and  which  can  be  ob« 
tained  of  the  storekeeper  at  twelve  rials.  'I  thiak 
this  would  answer.  There  are  about  a  hundred 
and  twenty  of  them.  I  am  ofiered  by  the  saaae 
storekeeper  fifty  field-tents,  neariy  new,  at  three 
dollars,  and  a  parcel  of  strong  leatnera  cape,  sueh 
as  are  worn  by  the  Chasseurs,  and  which  he  will 
sell  at  less  than  two  rials;  of  these  thera  are 
about  two  hundred.  The  storekeeper  haviag 
made  me  a  second  ofier  of  the  eoatSj  I  proposea 
to  take  them  in  barter  for  cofiee,  at  eighteen  aad 
a  half.  At  tea  rials,  I  am  persuaded  it  would  be 
a  good  bargain,  and  would  afibrd  an  opportunity 
of  putting  off  the  coffee,  the  low  quality  9f  whieh 
makes  it  a  dull  sale.  The  only  quality  asked  for, 
and  which  sells  with  great  difficultjr  at  twenty 
dollars,  is  the  very  superior^ffreen  conee.  I  eiiolose 
the  account  of  the  cost  and  charges  of  the  ^id 
coats,  whieh  you  will  receive  by  the  schooner 
Maria,  and  whose  amount  is  charged  to  your 
debit,  in  account  current,  viz:  9^76  13. 

Account  of  coat  and  cnarges  of  the  following 
articles,  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Maria, 
Captain  BIberty,  bound  to  Pensacola,  on  account 
and  at  the  risk  of,  and  to  be  delivered  to,  Don 
Benigno  Garcia  CaUeroi^ : 

C— No.  X. 
One  sack,  containing  twenty-eight  pairs  of  ahoet. 
at  six  rials         -       -       -       -       -  «21  00 

C— No.  2. 

One  sack,  containing  fifty«fopr  shirts,  at  ^ 

four  rials  -       -       -       -       -       -  27  00 

Onecoat       •       -'•       -       -       -  160 

Sacks,  sewing,  and  transportation       -  1  00 

50  50 
Commission,  at-fire  per. ceau    .  •*  .  ■  *       2.50 

Aaaouat  to  the  debit  of  Doa.  B*  4*  Cal- 
deren         -       -       •       •       •       -    $53  00 


P.  DALHASTB  T  CLAVERIA. 
To  Don  B.  G.  Caldmon,  PenMo/cola. 

Account  of  coat  aad  oharffea  of  ten  sacks,  cen- 
taining  one  hundred  aad  tairtr-one  coats,  ship- 
ped on  board  the  achooaer  Maria,  Captala  Oraa- 
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D^mt  €f1k6  Stmhidle  fndiam,  fc* 


e,  on  ttecouat  and  ot  tlief  risk  of  Don  Benino 
r«ia  Caldcron,  at  Peniaoola,  and  to  be  deTir- 
iered  to  faim  there,  viz: 

C— No.  3  to  12. 
iTen  sacks,  cootaininy^  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  coats,  at  ten  rials        .        »  .  ^163  75 
Backs,  sewing,  and  transportation  -       4  00 


Conraiissioo,  at  fi?e  per  cent. 
Anonnt  to  tlte  debit  of  Don  B.  O.  Cal- 


ler 75 
8  38 


deron 


$176  13 


P.  DALHASTfi  Y  CLAVERIA. 
Nbw  Orlbans,  Mof  39, 1817. 

Nkw  Orleans,  July  29, 1817. 

.  On  the  rceeipt  of  yours,  the  caps  were-aiready 
«greed  for  with  soane  other  articles  of  clothinir, 
mnoiutiaff,  as  per  invoice  annexedi  to  $317  ld|. 
md  which  is  charged  to  you  in  aeeoiint.  I 
kaTe  sospended  the  purchase  of  the  hats,  which 
nm  at  fron  eight  to  ten  dollars,  until  farther  or- 
'dors*  Attcount  of  cost  and  eharges  of  the  foliow- 
inff  articles,  shipped  in  two  hogsbeads,  three  bar- 
fcuL  two  cases,  and  one  sack,  on  board  the  schoon- 
er ialouse,  Joae  Medina,  master,  bound  to  Pen- 
aaeola,  on  account  and  at  the  risk  of  Don  Benigno 
Garcia  Calderon,  and  to  be  delivered  to  him  on 
his  order,  via: 

Twenty-live  pairs  of  cotton  pantaloons, 
at  fifty  rials      ....       1 

Two  hundred  and  thtrty««iiE  flannel 
waistcoats^  at  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two rials  -       -       - 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  caps,  at 
ie|  rials-       -       -       -       -       . 

A  parcel  of  leather  gaiters  and  covers 

Twenty  Russia  vests  or  jackets,  fifty- 
one  pairs  of  pantaloons,  thirty-five 
cotton  8hirt8-*106  pieces  at  one  dol- 
kr  each 106  90 

Twenty-nine  cotton  shirts,  at  seventy- 
five  rials 21  37^ 

Cooperage  and  irant portaiion     -  3  ^ 


$12  50 


88  50 

47  43} 
15  00 


Commissioni  at  five  per  eent. 
Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don  B.  Q.  Cal- 


302  OOi 
15  10 


deron 


-  $317  16i 


P.  DALHASTE  Y  CLAYBRIA. 
Don  B.  Qi  CALDanoM,  Antflcoia. 

We,  the  undersigned,  merchants  of  this  place, 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  copies  of  para- 
graphs of  letters  of  advice  and  of  invoices  are 
petfebdy  conformable  to  the  originals  exhibited 
to  us  by  Oaptain  Don  Benigno  Qarcia  Calderon, 
commanding  the  Orey  and  Brown  companies 
ffom  Havann;  and  that  the  signatures  thereto 
sabscribed  are  in  the  genuine  handwriting  of 
Don  Pedro  Dalhaate  y  Claverla,  a  oiti«en  of  the 


United  States  and  merchant  at  New  Orleanc. 
In  testimony  whereof  we  give  the  present  certifi- 
cate  at  the  desire  and  request  of  the  aforesaid 
Captain  Caldertm,  at  Pensacola,  this  18th  day  of 
May,  1818. 

HENRIdUB  MICHBLBT, 
VINCBNTB  DB  ORDOZGOITTI, 
YINCBNTE  BATLOaUE. 

No.  2. 

PciiaACOLA,  May  14, 1818. 

Instructed,  by  your  letter  of  yesterday,  of  the 
points  treated  or  by  Major  General  Jackson  in 
his  letter  of  the  27th  ukimo,  abd  on  which  he 
founds  his  positive  assertions^  that  the  Indiatis 
not  only  received  snccors  at  Appalaohie,  but  thnt 
they  were  excited  to  ctmimtt  their  outrages 
affainst  them,  [the  United  States,]  were  advised 
of  his  movements,  dec.  I  have,  in  answer,  to 
express  the  astonishment  this  affisir  has  caused 
me,  and  which  has  solely  arisen  from  the  impos- 
ture employed,  by  some  malicious  person,  to 
asperse  the  pnrties  criminated  by  the  letter  of 
the  said  General.  His  excellency  states,  chat) 
from  the  papers  and  other  proofs  taken  at  St. 
John's,  the  detention  vf  American  cattle  found 
at  St.  Mark's,  and  purchased  of  the  commissary 
theve,  and  the  intereoiirse  carried  on  between 
that  place  and-  the  hostile  Indians,  it  is  evident 
that  they  were  inspirited  and  excited  to  this 
cruel  war  by  the  Spaniards.  To  this  I  have  to 
reply,  that  it  has  never  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  any  person  belonging  to  the  fort  had  any 
intercourse,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  St.  John^; 
and  although  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Mr.  Arbutli* 
not,  an  English  merchant,  one  of  them  was 
merely  to  thank  him  fcnr  the  three  copies  [exem- 
plaresj  he  sent  me  from  thence  or  Snvannnh, 
and  for  the  infommtion  he  gnre  me  of  the  in^ 
teation  of  the  insurgents  at  Amelia  Island,  nnd 
of  Captain  Woodmne,  who  I  informed  you  by 
express  was  one  of  the  two  chiefs  hung  on  tbe 
day  I  left  Appalaohie,  or  on  the  preceding  one; 
and  the  other  was  to  request  him  to  come  or 
send  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  efiTects  wfaieh. 
at  the  request  of  tfa«  Indian  chiefs^  and  to  nvoid 
ineresAittg  tiielr  8UspicSoA%  I  permitted  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  fort  on  the  departure  of  O'Keiagne, 
who  had  them  in  charge;  tind  although  by  this 
step  I  ran  some  risk,  Aromlhe  state  of  excitement 
of  both  partie^  it  was  one  which  does  not  ap- 
near  to  me  to^tve  any  just  ground  for. suspicion. 
Nor  does  (he  finding  of  American  cattle,  which 
bi8  excellency  states  he  purchased  at  St«  Mark's, 
afford  greater  cause  of  suspicion,  as  it  is  notori- 
ous that,  from  the  time  of  its  establishment,  ita 
supplies  were  obtained  from  the  droves  of  cattle 
brought  there  for  sale  by  the  Indians ;  and  that 
they  had  many  Is  shown  from  those  found  in 
Mickasukey.  and  its  -  vicinity.  Purchases  were 
only  occasionally  made,  because  we  considered 
ourselves  sufficiently  supplied  for  some  months  ; 
and  if  the  cattle  were  stolen  from  the  Americans, 
the  sellers  took  good  care  to  conceal  that  fiiot,  end 
were  all  of  <hem  known  to  have  droves,  and  were 
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la  the  habit  of  briogiog  them  foe  sale ;  sod  rery 
seldom  was  it  Ihat  the  American  commandaat 
or  magistrate,  witbia  whose  distiict  these  ex- 
cesses weie  commilt^,  vas  koowa  to  complain 
of  them  to  the  commandant  at  St.  Mark's,  and 
send  him  the  marks  of  the  cattle^  that  it  might 
be  seen  from  whence  they  came,  and  the  parchase 
of  them  be  avoided.    Nor  does  the  iotercourse 
between  the  fort  and  the  Indians,  complained  of 
by  Gktterai  Jackson,  afford  any  better  evidence 
of  what  he  asserts,  that  from  this  it  is  infcraUe 
that  they  were  inspirited  and  eicited  to  this  cruel 
war   by  the  Spaniards.    Such  intercourse  and 
good  ttoderstanding  were  at  all  tiuMS  recom* 
mended  by  the  Garernment,  and  never  more  ne- 
cessary than  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
were  placed  in  the  fort;  and  on  this,  amongst 
other  reasons,  General  Jackson,  in  his  first  letter. 
founded  his  demand  that  it  should  be  occupiea 
by  his  troops,  and  addeiL  that  on  this  account 
such  a  course  could  not  fail. to  be  approved  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty.    In  the  same  letter  he 
stated  to  me,  that  he  had  been  informed  by  an  In- 
dian woman,  a  prisoneri  that  the  Indians  and  ne* 
?[roes  had  received  large  supplies  of  munitions 
rom  the  fort.    I  thought  I  had  convinced  him  of 
the  contrary  in  my  an;Bwer,  in  which  I  repre^^ 
seated  to  him  that  no  one  could  better  remove 
from  his  mind,  any  unfavorable  impressions  on 
this  potot,  than  the  bearer  of  it,  Mr.  William 
Hamoiy,  whO|  during  his  stay  here,  repeatedly 
interpreted  to  me  the  anxiety  of  the  chiefs  to  ob- 
tain such  supplies;  and  that  he  could  also  infonpi 
him,  that  I  uniformly  counselled  them  to  avoid 
the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  them,  and 
which  I  foresaw  from  the  first.   But  as  it  appears 
he  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  persists  in  his  charge, 
a  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  public  storekeeper 
will  show  that,  from  the  month  of  May  last,  and 
prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  there  had  beea^ 
issued  to  some  chiefs  and  head  men,  and  that 
merely  fr^m  motives  of  policy,  only  three  pounds 
of  powder,  three  pounds  of  balls,  and  fourteen 
flints ;  and  the  interpreter  belongiii|f  to  the  fort, 
Juan  Sandoval,  and  his  son  Francisco,  through 
whom  I  communicated  with  the  Indians,  can  also 
testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement,  whose  evi- 
deoce  I  request  of  vou  to  have  taken,  in  refuta* 
tton  of  Qenetal  Jackson's  charge  a^instme.    He 
cannot  but  know  thai,  a  short  time  before  the 
Negro  fort  on  the  Appalachicola  was  blown  up, 
all  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  in  its  immediate  vi- 
oinitv  went  there  and  supplied  themselves  with 
powder  and  ball  left  for  them  by  the  English; 
and  that  at  Mickasulcy,  and  the  houses  in  the 
neighborhood,  there  was  a  great  quantity.    Hav* 
ing  thus  obtained  so  large  a  supply  of  the  kind  of 
powder  and  ball  they  most  esteemed,  what  value 
could  they  set  on  ours,  which  they  in  fact  view 
with  such  indifference  and  contempt,  that  only 
those  hunters,  of  whom  now  and  then  one  comes 
to  the  fort  to  supply  us  with  venison,  geese,  dbc., 
will  use  it ;  and  although,  as  I  stated  in  my  com- 
munication to  you,  some  was  repeatedly  requested 
of  me  by  the  chief  Kinache,  for  the  purpose  of 
I,  by  the  refusal  of  it,  that  the  American 


interest  prevailed  in  the  fort,  he  did  not  obtain  it; 
in  consequence  of  which  we  were  considered  as 
American  partisans  to  the  last,  were  reproached 
with  it,  and  had  even  to  put  up  with  some  im« 
pertinences  from  them.  I  shall,  however,  in  strict 
adherence  to  truth,  and  because  the  circumstance 
may  have  giv^en.  rise  to  these  suspicions,  state  tha( 
the  chief  retisacho,  who  was  huDff,  received| 
among  other  things,  at  the  fort,  from  Mr.  Arbuth- 
not,  an  English  merchant,  when  he  came  from 
Savannah  to  request  aid  against  the  negroes  from' 
him  on  account  of  their  molestation,  a  small  bar- 
rel of  powder,  which  might  contain  from  twentv 
to  twenty-five  pounds,  and  which  was  kept  with 
the  other  effects  brought  from  O'Kelagne's,  and 
which  he  had  in  charge.  What  he  did  with  it  I 
know  not,  but  I  well  Icnow  that  the  chief  oeca- 
sioned  me  much  fear  and  anxiety,  by  being  so 
near  the  fort  with  four  or  five  hundred  Indians  of 
his  party.  I  never  had  an  idea  that  he  employed 
it  against  the  Americans,  but  supposed  that  tney 
used  it  in  the  purchase  of  peltry  for  the  said  Ar* 
buthnot,  which  yas  his  avowed  object,  and  in 
which  be  was  engaged  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Americans.  The  idea  that  the  officers  of  St. 
Mark's  lent  themselves  to  aid  and  excite  the  In- 
dians, by  giving  them  information  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Americans,  is  highlj^  ridiculous; 
for  how,  or  from  whence,  could  their  movements 
be  better  known  at  the  fort  than  from  the  In- 
dians themselves?  Thither  they  passed^  and 
from  thence  repassed,  incessantly,  and  their  re- 

{>orts  were  so  various  that  the^  deserved  very 
ittle  attention ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  nothing  cer- 
tain was  known  of  the  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
cans until  the  different  columns  of  their  troops 
appeared.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Plnar,  although 
their  three  vessels  were  at  anchoi;  there  for  three 
or  four  da^rs  previous,  they  kept  English  colors 
fiying  uhtil  the  day  before  the  arrival  of  the 
army.  My  different  communications  to  you  are 
pledges  that  I  took  no  part  in  the  contest  between 
the  Americans  and  the  Indians ;  nevertheless,  my 
mistrust  of  the  latter  evinced  to  which  I  gave  a 
preference;  How.  then,  is  it  possible  to  believe 
that  I  gave  them  the  aid  of  which  Gleneral  Jack- 
son complains,  or  how  can  such  aid  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  tenor  of  my  letters  and  the  steps 
I  took  to  liberate  Messrs.  Edmund  Doyle  and 
William  Hambly,  by  which  I  exposed  my^self 
and  my  garrison  to  the  vengeance  of  the  In- 
dians f  Or,  lastly,  with  the  fact  of  my  having 
ransomed,  at  a  most  critical  moment,  an  Ameri- 
can soldier,  whom  thev  declared  to  me  they  would 
otherwise  put  to  death  ?  I  leave  it  to  the  most 
impartial  to  decide,  if  these  be  not  proofs  of  the 
existence,  at  St*  Math's,  of  a  bias  in  favor  of  the 
American  interest ;  ana  of  this,  I  am  persuaded. 
General  Jackson  will  be  convinoed  on  deliber- 
erately  reflecting  on  the  subjects  I  shall  not 
deny  that  I  have  observed  towards  those  barba- 
rians a  poiicv  which  had  the  appearance  of  a 
warm  friendship,  and  by  which  I  have  ineurred 
considerable  eaqpenses*  If,  however,  all  the  cir* 
cumatances  attendimt  on  my  situation  be  duly 
weighed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  this  was  acee^^ 
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sary  to  restrain  them  from  doiog  whit  they  had 
at  one  time  premeditated,  on  the  preteit  1  have 
jast  alluded  to,  and  on  otners  suggested  to  them 
oy  some  persons  who  had  gone  hence  to  those 
parts  of  the  country.  Although  I  hare,  as  I 
conceive,  giren  satisfaction  on  all  the  points  em- 
hraced  hy  major  General  Jackson  in  his  letter^  I 
beg  leave  to  request  that,  for  faller  evidence  of 
what  I  allege,  you  will  be  pleased  to  ^ive  orders 
for  having  the  testimony  taaen  of  the  interpreter 
and  his  son,  of  the  subaltern  Don  Miguel  Ordo- 
nez, of  Don  Anastasio  Montes  de  Oca,  the  mili- 
tary storekeeper,  and  of  surgeon  Don  Diego  de 
Barrias,  as  these  persons  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  subject  in  question.    Gk>d  preserve,  &c« 

FR.  CABO  Y  LUBNQO. 
Don  JosB  Mazot. 

Pensacola,  May  23, 1818. 
It  havioff  come  to  my  knowledge  that  you 
have  passed  the  frontiers  with  the  troops  under 
your  command,  and  that  vou  are  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  this  province  ot  West  Florida,  which 
ia  subject  to  my  government,  I  solemnly  protest 

Si;ainst  this  procedure  as  an  offence  against  my 
overeign,  exhorting  you,  and  requiring  of  you, 
in  his  name,  to  retire  from  it ;  as,  if  you  do  not, 
and  continue  your  aggressions,  I  shall  repel  force 
by  force. 

The  consequence  in  this  case  will,  doubtless, 
be  the  effusioo  of  blood,  and  also  an  interruption 
of  the  harmony  which  has  hitherto  reigned  be- 
tween our  respective  nations ;  but,  as  the  repeller 
of  an  insult  has  never  been  deemed  the  asgres- 
sor,  you  will  be  responsible,  both  to  Gk>d  and 
man,  for  all  the  fatal  consequences  which  may 
result.    God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

Tke  CoMMAMDER  of  the  U.  8.  troop9, 

A  copy  of  this  protest  was  addressed  to  Gene* 
tal  Anorew  Jackson,  and  sent  by  a  Spanish  offi- 
cer, meeting  the  American  army,  shortly  after  it 
had  passed  the  Bscambia  river. 

J.  QADSDBN,  Aid-de-camp. 

HfiADa'aa,  Division  of  the  South, 
Pensacolat  May  24, 1818. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  communication  was  for- 
wafded  to  you  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Gads- 
den, last  evening;  not  flndioff  you,  however,  in 
Pensacola,  its  delivery  was  delayed. 

I  have  entered  Pensacola  to  provision  my 
troops.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  an  immediate 
compliance  with  my  demand  is  expected.  Re- 
sistance on  your  part  would  be  a  neealess  sacrifice 
of  men.  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding, 
iT  Don  JosB  Mazot. 

Fort  St.  Charlte^  Barancae. 


HSADa'RS,  DlVIMON  OP  TBI  SOUTB, 

On  the  line  qfmarchj  May  23, 1818. 

Bni:   The  Southern  frontier  of  the  United 
States  has,  for  more  than  twelve  months,  been 


expofod  to  all  the  horrora  of  a  cm^  and  savage 
war.  A  iMirty  of  outlaws  aad  refugees  from  the 
Creek  nation,  negroea  who  have  fled  from  their 
masters,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  and  sought 
an  asylum  in  Florida,  and  the  Seminole  Indians, 
inhabiting  the  territory  of  Spain,  all  uniting,  have 
raised  the  tomahawk,  and,  in  the  character  of 
savage  warfare,  have  neither  regarded  sex  nor 
age;  helpless  women  have  been  massacred,  and 
the  cradle  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  innocence. 
The  United  States,  true  to  their  own  engage* 
mencs,  and  confiding  in  the  faith  of  Spain  to  en- 
force existing  treaties,  never  entertained  a  doubt 
but  that  these  atrocities  would  early  attract  the 
attention  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  that 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  would  have  been 
adopted  for  their  suppression.  Under  this  per- 
suasion, a  cordon  of  military  posts  was  establish- 
ed to  give  immediate  protection  to  such  of  our 
frontier  settlers  as  were  peculiarly  exposed,  and 
strict  injunctions  issued  to  the  American  officera 
to  respect  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  not  to  at* 
tempt  operations  within  its  limits.  These  in- 
structions were  most  scrupulously  observed ;  and, 
notwithstanding  tha  inactivity  of  the  American 
troops  had  encouraged  the  Indians  to  the  most 
daring  and  outrageous  acts  of  Tiolence  against 
our  citizens,  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
was  still  disposed  to  respect  the  territory  of  Spatn^ 
and  confide  in  the  ability  of  the  Spanish  (Govern- 
ment to  execute  existing  treaties,  until  advised 
through  you  that,  with  every  disposition,  the 
Spanish  authorities  had  not  the  power  of  con- 
trolling the  Indians  in  Florida ;  that  their  acts  of 
late  were  viewed  as  equally  hostile  to  the  inter- 
esu  of  Spain  as  those  of  the  United  States ;  that 
Spanish  subjects  were  not  exempted  from  tbe 
evils  of  whica  we  complained,  and  that  the  negro 
establishment  on  theAppalachicola,and  St.  Juaa 
rivers,  were  founded  bv  British  agents,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  Spain.  Those  represenutions  deter- 
mined the  President  of  the  United  States  to  adopt 
effectual  measures  to  restore  tranquillity  to  the 
Southern  frontier  of  the  American  Republic ;. 
and,  pursuant  to  his  orders,  justifiable  by  the  im- 
muuble  laws  of  self-defence,  I  have  penetrated 
into  Florida,  reduced  to  ashes,  the  Seminole  vil- 
lages, destroyed  their  magazines  of  provisions,, 
bttten  their  warriors  whenever  they  hazarded  a 
contest,  dispersed  some,  and  expelled  others  acrosa 
the  river. 

In  the  course  of  my  operations,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  visit  the  Spanish  fortress  of  St.  Mark's* 
Entering  the  territory  of  Spain  to  fight  her  bat- 
tles, to  relieve  from  bondage  her  subjects,  and  ta 
chastise  an  Indian  tribe  whom  ahe  acxoowledged^ 
under  existing  treaties,  she  waa  bound  to  preserve 
at  peace  with  the  United  States,  I  had  every  rea- 
son to  expect  that  the  American  army  would 
have  been  received  as  friends,  and  every  facility 
afforded  to  insure  success  to  operations  so  inter- 
esting to  both  Governments. 

My  expectations  have  not  been  realized.  It 
had  been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  you,  that 
Fort  St.  Mark's  had  been  threatened  by  the  In- 
dians and  negroes,  and  yoa  expressed  serious  ap^ 
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preheDsioQs,  from  the  weakness  of  the  gtrrison, 
and  defenceless  stale  of  the  works,  for  its  Mifety. 
From  other  sources,  Co  be  relied  on,  the  same  in- 
formation had  been  famished  me.  It  became 
necessary,  therefore,  to  anticipate  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  and  amicably  to  get  possession  of 
a  work,  the  aislodging  the  enemy  from  which 
might  cost  me  maen  precious  blood. 

On  entering  8t.  Mark's,  evidence  of  the  dnpli- 
city  and  unfriendly  feelings  of  the  commandant 
evinced  itself.  I  round  that  the  gates  of  bis  fort 
had  been  thrown  open  to  the  avowed  savage  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States.  That  councils  of  war 
had  been  permitted  to  be  held  within  his  own 

Suarters  by  the  chiefs  and  warriors.  That  the 
ipanish  store- houses  had  been  appropriated  to 
the  use^and  were  then  filled  with  good^  belonging 
to  the  hostile  party.    That  cattlCi  knowingly 

Slundered  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  ^ates, 
ad  been  contracted  for  and  purchased  by  the 
officers  of  the  garrisoui  from  the  Spanish  thieves. 
That  foreign  agents  had  free  access  within  the 
walls  of  St.  Mark's,  and  a  Mr,  Arbuthnot,  con- 
demned and  executed  as  the  instiffalorof  this  war, 
an  inmate  in  the  commandant's  family. 

From  this  fort  was  information  afforded  the 
enemy  of  the  strength  and  movements  of  my  ar- 
my by  the  said  Artoithnoi,  the  date  of  departure 
of  express  noted  by  the  Spanish  commissary,  and 
ammunition,  munitions  of  war,tnd  all  necessary 
supplies  furnished. 

Od  my  return  from  my  operations  east,  your 
letter  was  received,  positively  refusing  to  permit 
(unless  exorbitant  duties  were  paid)  any  provi- 
sions passing  up  to  the  American  fort  on  the 
Escambia.  Connected  with  this  strong  indica- 
tioD  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  on  your  part,  I 
have  learn t|  from  the  most  unquestionable  au- 
thority, that  the  city  of  Pensacola  has,  for  some 
months  past,  been  entirely  under  the  <iontrol  of 
the  Indians;  that  free  ingress  and  egress  is  per- 
mitted to  the  avowed  savage  enemy  ofthe  United 
States;  the  supplies  of  ammunition^  munitions 
of  war,  and  provisions,  have  been  .received  by 
them  from  thence;  that  on  the  15th  of  April  last 
there  were  no  less  than  five  hundred  Indians  in 
Pensacola,  many  of  them  known  to  be  hostile  to 
the  United  States,  and  who  had  but  lately  escaped 
my  pursuit.  The  late  massacre  of  eighteen  indi- 
viduals on  the  Federal  road  was  committed  by 
Indians,  direct  from  their  return  to  Pensacola, 
who  were  received  by  you  and  transported  across 
ihe  bay,  to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  American 
troops.  The  Americans  returning,  the  savages 
were  permitted  to  return.  An  Indian,  wounded 
in  pursuit  by  a  party,  for  having  killed  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  was  openly,  in  the  sight  of 
many  Americans,  received  by  you,  and  every 
comfort  administered.  Such  practices,  if  author- 
ized by  the  King,  would  justify  me  in  open  hos- 
tilities. Disposed,  however,  to  believe  that  it  was 
one  of  the  unauthorized  acts  of  agents,  I  deem  it 
politic  and  necessary  to  occupy  Pensacola  and 
the  Baiancas  with  an  American  garrison,  until 
the  Spanish  Qovernment  can  be  advised  of  the 
eircumatance,  and  have  foiee  sufficient  to  main- 


tain, and  agents  disposed  to  enforce,  existing 
treaties. 

This  is  the  third  time  that  the  American  troopa 
have  been  compelled  to  visit  Pensacola  from  the 
same  causes.  Twice  had  the  enemy  been  expel- 
led, and  the  place  left  in  quiet  possession  of  those 
who  had  permitted  the  irregularoccupaocy.  Thia 
time  it  must  be  held  until  Spain  has  the  power  or 
will  to  maintain  her  neutrality. 

This  is  justifiable  on  the  immutable  principles 
of  self-defence.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  bound  to  protect  her  citizens;  but  weak 
would  be  all  its  efforts,  and  ineffectual  the  best 
advised  measures,  if  the  Floridas  are  to  be 
free  to  every  enemy,  and  on  the  pretext  of 
policy  or'  necessity,  Spanish  fortresses  are  to 
be  opened  to  their  use,  and  every  aid  and  comfort 
afforded.  I  have  been  explicit,  to  preclude  the 
necessity  of  a  tedious  negotiation.  My  resolution 
is  fixed,  and  I  have  strength  enough  to  enforce  it. 
My  army  now  occupies  the  old  fort  St.  Michael, 
oominanding  Pensacola.  If  the  town  and  the 
Barancasare  peaceably  surrendered;  an  inventory 
of  all  the  property,  ammunition,  armc,  dbc.  shall 
be  taken  by  officers  appointed  by  both  parties,  and 
the  amount  receipted  for  by  me,  to  be  accounted 
fi>r  by  the  American  Qovernment.  The  property 
of  Spanish  subjects  shall  be  respected ;  their  re- 
ligion and  laws  g[uarantied  to  them;  the  civil 
Government  permitted  to  remain  as  now  estaJ)- 
lished,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  military  au- 
thority of  the  United  Sitates;  the  ingress  and 
egress  open  to  alllndividuals;  commerce  free  to 
the  subjects  of  Spain  as  usual ;  and  the  military 
furnished  with  transportation  to  Cuba. 

If  the  peaceable  surrender  be  refused,  I  shall 
enter  Pensacola  by  violence,  and  assume  the  gov- 
ernment until  the  transaction  can  be  amicably 
adJQsted  by  the  two  Governments.  ,The  military 
in  this  case  must  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  proof  supporting  the  accusation  sgainat 
your  official  station  will  justify  this  procedure. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  23d  in- 
stant, I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  clothing  de- 
tained will  be  a  subject  of  future  friendly  settle- 
ment. 

How  far  the  Indians,  permitted  to  remain  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Pensacola,  were  friendly 
disposed  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  is 
tested  by  the  late  massacre  committed  by  them 
on  the  Alabama. 

The  Red  Ground  chiefs.  Muldecoxy  and  Holmes, 
avowedly  hostile  to  the  United  States,  were  but 
lately  seen  in  Pensacola,  and  a  body  of  Indians 
descried  a  fiew  days  since  in  the  vicinity  of  Ba- 
rancas,  in  presence  of  several  Spanish  officers. 

By  a  reference  to  my  communications  of  the 
25th  of  March,  you  will  see  how  far  I  have  beea 
the  aggressor  in  the  measure  protested  against. 
You  are  there  distinctly  advised  of  the  Objects  of 
my  operations,  and  that  every  attempt  on  your 
part  to  succor  the  Indians,  or  prevent  the  passage 
of  my  provisions  in  the  Eseanibia,  would  be 
viewed  u  no  other  light  than  as  hostile  acts  on 
your  part. 

Tuu  have  done  both,  and  exposed  my  troope  to 
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Ihe  MTcrest  privatioDs,  by  the  detention  oecasion- 
ed  by  the  exaction  of  duties  on  my  proTisioos 
and  Teuels  in  Pensacola.  Von  hare,  therefore, 
been  the  aggressor,  and  the  blood  which  may  be 
shed  by  a  useless  resistance  on  your  part  to  my 
demand  will  rest  on  yoar  head.  Before  Qod  and 
man  you  will  be  responsible. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  my  aid-de^camp, 
Captain  Gadsden,  by  whom  an  answer  is  ex- 
pected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  comnianding. 
Don  JotB  Mazot, 

Governor  of  Pemacola. 

FORTRCBS  OF  St.  Cb^BLES,  OF  BlRANCAS, 

May  24,  1818. 

MoBT  BxcBLLEHT  SiB :  I  received,  at  10  o'clock 
this  morning,  the  two  communications  of  your 
excellency  of  the  23d  and  of  this  day.  As  I  nave, 
in  mine  of  the  18th  instant,  satisfactorily  answer- 
ed all  the  charges  your  excellency  alleges  in  the 
former^  I  shall  only  add,  with  respect  to  the  In- 
dtans,  that  I  notice  your  excellency  is  greatly 
misinformed,  as  the  circooutanoes  to  which  you 
rafer  are,  for  the  most  part,  unfounded ;  in  proof 
of  which  I  will  slate,  that  the  only  two  Indians 
1  have  found  since  the  peace  negotiated  by  me, 
and  the  delivery  of  the  eighty-seven  to  Major 
IToung,  are  two  who  are  in  the  prison,  with  three 
women  and  children.  I  ought  to  inform  yon  that, 
lemg  before  the  movements  of  your  excellency,  I 
had  given  orders  at  Appalaehee  that  the  Seminole 
Indians  should  not  oe  succored  and  even  had 
placards  posted  up  in  Pensacola  for  the  same  pur- 
mm;  paseta^^.  over  without  notice  only  some  un- 
ibrtunate  beings  who,  from  time  immemorial, 
bad  furnished  the  peofde  with  wood,  as  I  have 
stated. 

Tour  exaeUency  lays  to  my  chaige  the  blood 
wfaiish  may  be. shed  by  my  refusal  to  deliver  up 
the  province,  as  your  excellency  requests  $  which 
I  shall  never  do,  nor  can  I,  without  covering  my- 
self with  dishonor  at  the  dose  of  my  life  and  of 
«iy  long  military  career,  I  am  firmly  persuaded 
your  excellency  would,  in  my  case,  do  the  same, 
a»  you.  would  not  venture  to  stain  the  honorable 
iauffels  with  which  you  are  adorned.  No  nation, 
whatever  may  be  its  motives,  can  violate  the  ter- 
fitory  of  another,  especially  when  no  demands 
have  previously  been  made  of  its  Qoveroment. 
Your  excellency  has  violated  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory in  Appalaehee,  by  taking  possession  of  that 
fprt,  and  pulling  down  its  uig^  when  you  could 
have  adopted  more  conciliatory  measures,  which 
wpuld  more  and  more  have  cemented  and  strength" 
aned  the  good  understanding  existing  between  our 
respective  Governments. 

On  the  2l8t  of  the  present  month,  by  your  ex- 
oellency's  order,  Don  Pedro  Philibert,  and  other 
inhahitante,  remained  prisoners  in  their  houses, 
on  their  parole  of  honor.  To-day,  at  11  o'clock, 
before  Captain  Gadsden  arrived  at  Pensacola, 
your  excellency's  army  entered,  and  made  prison- 
ers on  parole  Don  Pedro  de  Alba,  the  interpreter, 
(who  translated  your  before  named  oommunica- 1 
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tiona,  and  who  is  the  bearer  of  these.)  and  I  be* 
lieve  all  the  military,  and  of  course  blroke  up  tha 
seven  posts  [punta]  stationed  with  the 
number  of  officers  and  two  chiefs  for  the 
tenaooe  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  place. 

These  ftcts  being  incontrovertible^  I  ask  who 
but  your  excellency  will  be  responsible  for  tha 
blood  that  may  be  shed,  as  you  declare,  in  your 
letter,  that  you  are  about  to  take  possession  of 
Pensacola  and  Barancas?  I  protest  before  Gtod 
and  roan  that  my  conduct  is  blameless,  and  that 
my  ardent  desires  are,  as  they  ever  have  been,  to 
contribute  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  our 
respective  nations;  for,  besides  the  sincerity  of 
my  intentions,  I^iave  in  view  the  Message  or  the 
President  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on 
the  25th  of  March  last,  and  its  tenor  assured  me 
that  no  aggressions  were  to  be  expected  from 
the  troops  of  the  said  States.  Soon,  however, 
this  province  has  unfortunately  suffered  from  the 
operations  of  your  excellency  in  Appalaehee  and 
Pensacola. 

I  expect  from  the  generosity  of  your  excellency, 
first,  that  you  will  set  the  officers  and  troops 
which  garrisoned  Pensacok  at  liberty ;  and  that, 
after  supplying  your  a*rmy  with  provisions,  you 
will  shortly  evacuate  the  territory  of  this  prpv* 
ince,  and  not  carry  on  a  partial  war  against  West 
Florida  at  a  time  when  our  nations  are  in  pro* 
found  peace. 

Lieuteoant  Colonel  Don  Lui  Piemas,  tempora* 
ry  eommandi^nt  of  Pensacola,  is  duly  authorized 
to  exercise  my  functions,  and  to  receive  the  com* 
munications  of  your  exeelienoy,  which  be  will 
faithfully  r^mit  to  me^  and  to  which  I  will  give 
the  promptest  answers,  to  be  transmitted  to  yon 
through  the  bearer  of  this,  the  interpreter,  Uon 
Pedro  de  Alba.  Finally,  if,  contrary  to  my  ho||es, 
your  excellency  should  persist  in  your  intention 
to  oocupy  this  fortress,  which  I  am  resolved  tn 
defend  to  the  last  extremity,  I  shall  repel  force 
by  force  i  and  he  who  resists  aggression  can  never 
be  considered  an  aggressor. 

Gk>d  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT* 

His  Ex'cy  AnoaEw  Jackaon, 
Major  General  corn^g  U,  S.  Army. 


HEAJ>a'R9,  Division  of  the  South, 

PenaaooJa,  Afay  25, 1818.  . 

Sm :  The  accusations  against  you  are  founds 
on  the  most  unquestionable  evidence.  I  have  the 
certificates  of  individuals  who,  on  the  23d  inslaat, 
at  or  near  the  little  bayou,  counted  seventeen  In- 
dians in  qompany  of  several  Spanish  ofileers. 

I  have  only  to.  repeat  that  the  Barancas  must 
be  occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  and  again 
to  tender  you  the  terms  ofifered,  if  amicably  sur- 
rendered. Resistance  would  fale  a  wanton  sac ri* 
fice  of  blood,  for  which  you  and  your  garrison 
will  have  to  atone.  You  cannot  expect  to  defend 
yourself  successfully,  and  the  first  snot  from  youi 
fort  must  draw  down  upon  you  the  vengeance  of 
an  irritated  soldiery.  I  am  well  advised  of  your 
strength,  and  cannot  but  remark  on  the  inoonaii- 
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tencf  of  puresttUHDg  yosrself  capable  of  raBUting 
aa  army  which  has  conquered  the  lodian  tribes, 
loo  strong,  agreeably  to  your  own  aekoowiedg* 
ment,  to  be  cootroUed  by  you.  If  the  force 
which  you  are  now  dispoeed  wantonly  to  sacrifice 
had  been  wielded  against  the  Seminoles,  the 
American  troops  had  never  entered  the  Florldas* 

I  applaud  your  feeling  as  a  soldier  in.  wishins 
to  defend  your  post ;  hot  when  resistance  is  inet- 
factual,  and  the  opposing  forca  overwhelaiing, 
the  sacrifice  of  a  few  hrate  men  is  an  act  of  wan* 
tonness,  for  which  the  commanding  officer  must 
be  accountable  to  his  God. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Miijor  (hn.  eow?g  Divmonqfthe  South, 

Don  JosB  Mazot,  CSm^g  Banmau, 


PucsAOOLA,  Map  26, 1818. 

Most  bzgellbnt  Sib:  On  the 34th of  the  pre- 
sent month,  Captain  Ameluog,  of  the  1st  United 
States  regiment,  put  into  my  hands  your  excel- 
Unci's  letter,  dated  at  Washington)  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  the  23d  of  April  last ;  in  which, 
after  apprizing  me  that  your  Goverqwent  had 
ffi?eD  it  in  charge  to  you  to  inform  me  that  the 
ton  of  the  Negroes,  erected  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  near  the  junction  of  the  Cha^ 
taboochee  and  Flint  rirers,  had  been  reinforced, 
and  was  now  occapied  by  more  thati  two-hundred 
and  ^ty  n^roes,  many  of  whom  were  sedaced 
froaa  the  sernee  of  tbeir  masters,  (who  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,)  and  that  all  of  them 
are  well  armed,  prorisioned,  and  disciplined,  you 
make  many  wise  reflections  with  respect  to  the 
aarious  io|ttfiea  wbieh  may  result  from  tolerating 
•ach  an  establishment,  not  only  to  those  in  the 
iouDaediate  neighborhood  of  it^  by  destroying  the 
peace  of  the  nation,  but  likewise  to  the  good  un- 
derataading  which  happily  exists  between  our 
reapectire  Governments.  Ton  enter  into  an  in- 
vestigation to  ahow  what  the  9panish  authorities 
ought  to  do  to  put  an  end  to  an  evil  of  so  serious 
a  nature,  in  a  mode  prescribed  by  those  principles 
of  good  faith,  which  are  the  foandation  of  friend- 
ly neighborhood  among  natioas.  Tou  distinctly 
atate  what  this  €K)vemment  ought  immediately 
to  do;  in  failure  of  which,  your  Government  will 
be  obliged  to  do  it,  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  in- 
babitanu  of  the  United  Sutes;  and  you  conclade 
by  requesting  me  to  state,  in  my  answer  to  your 
letter,  whether  the  said  fort  has  been  constructed 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  whether  the 
negroesr  who  composed  the  garrison  were  deemed 
■objects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  |  and  if  the  fort 
was  not  built  by  Spanish  authority^  to  state  by 
what  authority  and  by  whose  order  it  was  built. 
In  answer  to  your  excellency  I  will  state  (with 
the  vcraotty  which  comports  with  the  character 
of  an  honorable  officer,  in  which  class  I  rankray* 
aolf)  that,  having  arrived  at  the  place  nearly  at 
the  close  of  the  month  of  March  preceding,  and 
bein|f  infovmed  of  what  your  excellency  has  com- 
muoicalcd  to  me,  (with  this  difference,  that  the  fert, 
instead  of  being  where  you  placed  it^  is  to  be  found 
on  tho aaatem  bank  of  the  Appalachicola,  atabeut 


IS  miles  from  ita  month  or  entrance  into  the  sea,} 
I  lost  no  time  in  proposing  to  my  Captain  General 
the  measures  wbicn  appeared  to  me  proper,  as 
well  for  securing  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
under  my  command  from  the  damage,  loss,  and 
injuries  whieh.they  have  suffered,  and  still  soffer, 
from  this  establishment,  as  to  prevent  the  Amer- 
ican citizens  and  the  friendly  Indians  of  the  neigh* 
boihood  from  continuing  to  experience  them.  I 
have  hitherto  received  no  answer,  and,  conse* 
quently,  your  excellency  (who>  knows  how  lim- 
ited are  the  powers  of  a  subordinate  officer)  can* 
aot  be  surprised  that  I  should  make  known  to 
you  that,  although  my  mode  of  thinking  exactly 
corresponda  with  vours  as  to  the  dtsjodffing  of 
the  negroes  from  the  fort,  the  occupying  it  with 
Spanish  troops,  or  destroying  it,  and  delivering 
the  negroee  who  may  be  collected  to  their  lawful 
owners,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  act  until  I  receive 
the  ordera  of  my  Captain  General,  and  the  assist^ 
ance  necessarv  to  enable  me  to  undertake  the 
enterprise  with  a  moral  certainty  of  accomplish* 
ing  the  end«  I  am  persuaded  that  the  determi- 
nation of  the  said  cnlef  cannot  be  long  delayed,* 
and,  should  it  authorize  me  to  act,  your  excel* 
lencv  may  rest  assured  and  persuaded  that  I  will 
liot  me  ah  instant  in  adopting,  on  my  part,  the 
mos&  efficacious  measures  for  cutting  up  by  the 
root  an  evil  which  is  felt  to  the  full  extent  stated 
in  your  letter  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
who  are  subjects  of  my  Sovereign,  and  whose 
prosperity  and  tranquillity  it  is  my  duty  to  pre- 
serve and  proteot* 

With  this  explanation,  your  before  nam<;d  let- 
ter may  be  cpnsidered  fiuiy  answered,  as  it  gives 
you  to  understand. that,  thinking  as  your  excel- 
lency thinks  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  de- 
stroying the  negroes,  the  fort  of  Appalachicola. 
occupied  by  them,  was  not  constructed  by  order 
of  the  Spaniah  Government;  and  that  the  ne« 
groesj  altnoogh  ia  part  belonging  to  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  and,  as  rational  oeinffs,  may  be 
subjects  of  the  Kinff,  my  master,  are  deemed  by 
me  inaorffents  or  rebels  a{;ffto"C  <be  authority  not 
oaiy  of  die  Catholic  Majesty,  but  also  of  the  pro* 
prielors  from  whose  service  they  have  withdrawn 
themselves  I  some  seduced  bythe  English  Colo* 
nel  Rd ward  Nicholls,  Major  Woodbine,  and  theft 
agents ;  and  others  from  their  inclination  to  run 
off* 

But  as  your  excellency  manifests  a  particu* 
lar  desire  that,  in  case  the  fort  was  not  erected  by 
Spanish  authority,  I  should  state  by  whose  order 
it  was  erected,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying 
your  curiosity,  by  informing  you  that  I  have  un* 
deratood,  ever' since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that 
the  said  fort,  aad  another  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Chauhoocbee  and  Flint  rivers,  (which  it  ap- 
peals no  longer  exists,)  were  built  by  the  orders 
of  the  before  named  Colonel  Nicholls.  I  will  not 
assure  you  he  did  it  under  authority  from  his 
Government;  but  I  can  say  he  proceeded  to  place 
artillery,  munitions,  and  provisions  in  it,  bv  the 
artangement  of  Tice  Admiral  Malcolm,  and  that 
when  Colonel  Nicholls  and  the  troops  of  his  de» 
tachment,  after  theconolosion  of  the  expedition 
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•gainst  LoiiiiiaDA,  withdrew  from  that  poiDt,  he 
left  orders  with  the  negroes  totally  contrary  to 
the  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty  which  the 
King,  my  master,  exercises  from  the  line  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  sonth. 
My  predecessors  in  the  Cbvernment  have  given 
an  account  of  ail  these  actions  to  the  anthorittes 
on  whom  they  depended,  that  the  satisfaction 
which  the  violation  required  might  be  demanded 
by  those  on  whom  this  duty  devolves, 

I  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency's  let- 
ter satisfactorily,  and  In  terms  which  cannot  leave 
a  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  mv  intentions  in  favor 
of  the  common  cause  of  the  American  and  Span* 
ish  inhabitants,  and  that  my  present  inaction 
does  not  proceed  from  a  went  or  inclination. 

I  likewise  flatter  myself  that,  until  my  Capuin 
General  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  Onlted  States,  or  by  your  ex- 
cellency, which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  King,  my  master,  in  the  district  of 
Appalachioola,  which  is  a  dependency  of  this 
Government.  And,  finally,  I  conclude,  by  assur- 
ing your  excellency  that  it  will  afibrd  me  jpartie* 
ular  satisfaction  to  nave  opportunities  of  evincing 
my  desire  not  only  to  contribute;  so  far  as  depends 
on  me,  to  the  cementing  of  the  good  understand- 
ing which  subsists  between  our  respective  Gov- 
ernments, but  also  to  prove  to  your  excellency 
the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  virtues  and 
military  talents. 

Gbd  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

MAURICIO  D£  ZUNIGA. 

His  Sz'cy  A.  JaOkbon. 


Fort  Gadsdem,  May  2, 1818. 

Sir:  We  beg  leave  to  .submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  facts :  On  the  13th  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  we  were  violently  torn  from  our  settle- 
ments on  the  Appalachicola  river  by  a  number 
of  Indians  headed  by  Chenubby,  a  chief  froni  the 
Fowltown  tribe,  carried  to  Miekasuky,  and  de- 
livered to  Kenhajaby  King  of  the  Mickasukians. 
Kenbajah  carried  us  to  the  negro  towns  on  Su- 
waney,  and  thence  to  the  Spanish  fort  St.  MariM, 
to  the  commandant  pf  which  he  delivered  us  as 
prisoners  captured  under  the  orders  of  a  Mr.  Ar- 
Dttthnot.  reported  to  us  as  a  British  agent.  At 
St.  Marx's  we  were  treated  as  prisoners,  and  not 
permitted  to  wander  beyond  the  walls  of  the 
garrison. 

Whilst  at  that  port  the  ingress  and  egress  of 
the  Indians,  hostile  to  the  United  States,  was  un- 
restrained, and  several  councils  were  -held,  at 
one  of  which  Kenbajah,  King  of  the  Mickasu- 
kians, Francis  or  Hiliis  Hago,  Hamathlemeco, 
the  chief  of  Autesses,  and  the  chief  of  the  Kole- 
mies,  all  of  the  old  Red  Stick  party ;  and  Jack 
Mealy,  chief  of  the  Ochewas,  were  present.  When 
it  was  reported  that  the  chiefs,  and  that  warriors 
were  entering  Fort  St.  Mark's  for  tbe  purpose  of 
holding  a  council,  Hambly  represented  to  the 
commandant  the  impropriety  or  permitting  such 
proceedings  within  the  walls  of  a  Spanish  fortress, 
lbs  officer  of  whicb  was  bound  to  preserve  and 


enforce  the  treaties  existing  between  the  King  of 
Spain  and  the  United  States;  he  replied  to  Ham- 
bly with  some  degree  of  warmth,  observing  that 
it  was  not  in  bis  power  to  prevent  it.  On  tbe 
Indians  coming  into  the  fort,  at  their  request,  we 
were  confined.  The  council  was  held  in  the 
commandant's  quarters,  he,  the  commandant,  was 
present,  but  strictly  forbade  the  intrusion  of  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  garrison. 

The  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  driving  to 
Fort  St.  Mark's,  and  disposing  of  cattle  to  the 
commandant  ana  other  Soanish  officers.  While 
at  that  post  three  or  four  aroves  were  brought  in, 
acknowUdged  by  the  Indians  to  have  been  stolen 
from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  pur- 
chased by  the  Spanish  officers. 

We  were  present  at  most  of  these  contracts, 
and  Hambly  often  referred  to  as  an  interpreter 
between  (he  purchaser  and  seller. 

Chenubby,  a  Fowltown  Indian,  once  applied 
to  Hambly  to  mention  to  the  commandant  that 
be  was  about  visiting  the  frontiers  of  Gkorgia  on 
a  plundering  expedition,  and  wished  to  Know 
whether  he  would  purchase  the  cattle  brought  in. 
A  contract  was  entered  into,  and  Chenubby,  some 
time  after,  brought  in  and  disposed  of  eleven  head 
of  cattle  to  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Fort  St. 
Mark's.  These  same  cattle  were  those  purchased 
by  you  from  the  commandant  as  his  private 
property* 

WM.  HAMBLY, 
EDM'D  DOYLE. 


Fort  Gausden,  May  3, 1818. 

Sir:  In  conversation  with  the  commandant  at 
Fort  St.  Mark's,  on  the  subject  of  having  that 
work  occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  I  had 
occasion  to  notice  the  aid  and  comfort  that  the 
hostile  party  of  Indians  had  received  as  reported 
from  him ;  that  they  had  free  access  within  the 
walls  of  his  fort,  and  it  was  known  no  small  sup- 
plies of  ammunition  had  been  received  from  that 
quarter. 

In  reply  he  stated  that  his  conduct  had  been 
governed  by  policy,  the  defenceless  state  of  his 
work  and  the  weakness  of  his  (garrison  compelled 
him  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  the  lodians, 
to  supply  their  wants,  to  grant  what  he  had  not 
the  power  to  deny,  and  tp  throw  open,  with  appa* 
reat  willingness,  the  gates  of  his  fortress,  leat 
they  should  be  forced  by  violence. 

That  he  had  been  repeatedly  threatened  by 
Indians  and  negroes,  and  that  bis  security  de- 
pended upon  exhibiting  an  external  friendship. 
After  Fort  St.  Mark's  was  occupied  by  the  Amer- 
can-^lroops  a  black  man  and  Spanish  soldier  was 
reported  to  me  as  baying  been  arrested  clad  in 
the  American  uniform,  recognised  as  part  of  tbe 
clothing  of  tbe  fourth  and  seventh  regiments, 
captured  in  the  boat  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Scott,  in  ascending  tbe  Appalachicola  river. 

In  explanation,  the  Spanish  commandant  ob- 
served, that  bis  soldiers  and  the  Seminole  In- 
dians were  in  tbe  habit  of  trading  with  each 
other,  and  that  this  negro,  with  oibers  of  his  gar- 
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riioD,  had  recelred  bis  permiMion  to  parckase 
some  clothing  reported  to  hare  been  brought  in 
br  the  Indians.    Respectfully,  dbo. 

JAMBS  QADSDBN,  Aid-de^caimp, 

Major  General  A.  Jackson, 

Com'g  Southern  Divinon  U.  £f.  A, 


I  certify  that,  on  the  23d  of  May,  being  in  the 
Bayou  which  enters  Pensacola  Bay,  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  town,  I  saw  at  the  ferry,  on 
the  Baraocas,  a  number  of  Indians^  I  think  about 
seTenteen,in  company  with  four  Spanish  officers. 
The  officers  were  carried  o?er,  and  the  boat  re- 
turned to  ferry  over  the  Indians.  I  saw  one 
boat-load  landed  on  the  side  next  the  Baraocas. 
The  Indians  concealed  themselTcs  in  the  bushes 
on  discorering  us. 

RICHARD  BRICKHAM. 

Witness:  T. Crobb, Lieut* of infmtry. 

I  certify  that  I  was  in  the  boat  with  Brlckham 
at  the  place  and  time  mentioned  in  the  above 
certificate }  that  I  saw  several  Indians  in  com- 
pany with  four  Spanish  officers.  The  officers 
were  ferried  over  with  one  Indian.  I  did  not  see 
the  Indians  ferried  over ;  they  concealed  them- 
selves on  discovering  us. 

JOHN  BONNER,  his  X  mark. 

Witness :  T.  Cross,  Ldeut.  of  gantry. 
Witness  to  both  certificates : 

W.  S.  FoLTOif,  iSSsc'ry  to  Com.  Gtn. 

We  certify  that,  being  in  Fort  St.  Charles, 
Baraocas,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1818,  in  the  after- 
noon, soon  after  the  American  troops  took  pos- 
session of  the  work,  and  as  the  Spanish  troops 
were  marching  out,  we  saw  an  Indian  carried 
out  by  some  Spanish  soldiers ;  he  was  laid  on 
his  back  to  put  on  board  a  boat ;  he  was  wounded 
in  the  leg  or  thigh,  and  had  every  appearance  of 
having  l^en  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  fort. 

WM.  RUSSELL,  Captain  of  Spies. 

JAMES  L.  BELL)  Captain,  <fc. 

Witness:  Wm.  S.Fulton, 

Se&ryto  Commanding  General. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that, 
at  the  capture  of  Fort  St.  Mark's  East  Florida, 
by  Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  on  the  7th 
April,  1818,' there  were  some  cattle  purchased 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  and  turned  over 
to  us,  which  we  are  of  an  opinion  had  been  driven 
from  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  (a  part  of  them  at 
least)  and  we  were  strengthened  in  our  opinion 
by  a  number  of  officers  and  men  from  Ckorgia 
offering  to  swear  to  a  number  of  them  as  the  pro« 
perty  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  this 
3d  of  May,  1818. 

JACOB  R.  BROOKS. 
Act.  Cont.  Agent.  U.  8.  Army. 
PETER  CONE. 

(  Commieeary^ 


We^  the  undersigned  officers  and  men  of  the 
Georgia  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United 


States,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  were  at  Fort 
St.  Mark's,  East  Florida,  at  the  time  of  its  cap« 
ture  by  Major  General  A.  Jackson,  on  the  7th 
April,  1818,  and  saw  some  cattle  that  were  pur- 
chased on  account  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Spanish  authorities,  which  we  were  ready  to 
swear  to  as  the  property  of  our  friends  and  neigh* 
bors  in  Georgia. 

ANDREW  FRAZIER,  Captain. 

DANIEL  F.  SULLIVAN,  okiSf. 

FoET  Gadsobn,  May  3, 1818. 

Sir:  After  the  occupancy  of  Fort  St.  Mark's 
wiih  the  American  troops,  on  the  7ih  of  April 
last,  it  became,  my  dutv  to  take  charge  of  some 
goods  found  in  one  of  the  public  stores. 

These  ffoods  were  pointed  out  by  the  Spanish 
commandant,  who,  tbroogh  Mr.  Hambly  as  in- 
terpreier,  separated  severaiof  the  articles  claimed 
as  nis  own  private  propeitjr,  and  designated  others 
as  the  propertv  or  Francis  or  Hillis  Hajo,  and 
Arbuthnot,  a  British  agent  or  trader:  an  inven- 
tory of  these  were  taken,  and  deposited  with  the 
American  officer  left  in  command  at  Fort  St. 
Mark's.    With  respect,  dbc., 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major  7th  Infantry. 

I  certify  that  I  acted  as  interpreter  in.  the  trans* 
action  above  alluded  to,  and  two  separate  parcels 
of  goods  were  designated  by  the  Spanish  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's  as  belonging  to  Hillis  Hajo 
and  Arbuthnot.  WM.  HAMBLY. 

Fort  MontoomerTi  .^fic  H,  1818. 

I  certify  that  between  the  5th  and  17th  of  May, 
1818,  whilst  at  Fort  Gadsden  on  the  Appalachi- 
cola  river,  I  was  informed  by  a  Mr.  Larua  and 
Benneto  Gassea,  both  citizens  of,  and  at  that  time 
direct  from,  Pensacola,  that,  at  the  time  of  their 
departure  thence,  there  were  five  hundred  Indians 
in  and  about  Pensacola;  and  I  further  certify 
that,  on  my  arrival  at  Pensacola  on  the  23d  of 
May,  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Sheets,  and  other 
citizens  of  that  place,  that  on  the  22d,  which  was 
the  day  before  my  arrival,  Holmes,  a  noted  Red 
Stick,  with  his  party,  had  left  Pensacola  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Choctawhatchy  for  safety,  having 
been  for  several  days  previous  in  town. 

All  which  I  certify  on  honor. 

WM.  HAMBLT. 


Witness— Wm.  S.  Fui^ton, 

"  '    '  Secretary  tf  the  Com^gCfeneroL 


I  do  horeby  certify  that,  during  my  long  resi- 
dence on  the  river  Appalachicola,  my, knowledge 
of  the  Indian  language,  and  my  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  different  chiefs^  gave  me  many  op- 
portunities of  knowing,  through  them,  the  advices 
given  them  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governors  of 
West  Florida,  hostile  to  the  United  States.  In  the 
year  1812  or  1813, 1  saw  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  to  the  late  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  T. 
Ferryman,  advising  him  to  collect  his  forces  and 
join  his  upper  town  brethren,  whom  he  said  had 
come  to  a  determination  to  rise  in  arms  and 
shake  off  the  American  yoke ;  be  would  supply 
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them  in  irmB  tnd  am  munition,  and  he  said  he 
was  sure  that  in  less  than  a  month -their  fathers 
and  protectors,  the  Spaniards,  would  have  a  suf- 
ficient army  in  the  Geld  to  aid  and  protect  them. 
Not  long  after  I  saw  this  letter,  a  large  party-  of 
Indians  went  down  to  Pensacola,  where  they 
received  a  large  supply  of  ammunition  and  some 
arms ;  it  was  but  shortly  after  this,  when  they 
attacked  and  destroyed  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Mims;  this  was  the  commencement  of  the  first 
Indian  war ;  on  the  13th  of  Deeember  last,  when 
on  my  plantation  on  the  Appalachicola,  I  was 
made  a  prisoner  of  by  a  party  of^Seminole  Indians, 
and  was  taken  up  to  the  Ochesee  Bluff  in  com* 
pany  with  Mr.  Doyle,  who  was  made  a  prisoner 
of  with  me.  They  kept  us  there  three  days^,  dor* 
ing  which  time  thejr  were  busily  engaged  with 
some  transports,  which  were  then  ascending  the 
river  to  Fort  Scott ;  from  thence  they  took  us  to 
the  Mickasukey,  where  the  Indians  informed  me 
that  thev  had  been  told  by  the  commandant  of 
St.  Marrs  that  war  was  declared  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States.  From  this  place  we  were 
carried  to  the  Suwanee,  when  Kenhagee,  princi* 
pal  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  told  me  that  we  had 
oeetf  taken  and  robbed  by  order  of  Arbuthnot, 
and  brought  there  to  be  tried  by  him.  Shortly 
after  we  reached  this,  Arbuthnot  arrived  from 
Providence,  when  we  were  tried  and  sentenced 
by  said  Arbuthnot  to  be  tortured.  Thia  senteoce 
waa-nocpiit  in  execution  by  the  friendly  inter* 
fereace  of  Mr.  Oook,  clerk  to  Arbuthnot,  and  the 
negro  chief  Nero.  We  were  then  conducted 
back  to  the  Mickasukey,  then  Kenhagee  went 
down  to  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's  to  consult  the 
commandant  if  he  would  take  us  as  prisoners,  to 
keep  at  his  order.  They  held  a  council  among 
the  neighboring  chiefs,  and  on  the  fifth  day  hi 
returned  and  ordered'  us  to  be  conducted  down 
next  morning.  We  arrived  at  St.  Mark's  on  the 
18th  of  Februarv  at  night.  The  Spanish  officers 
received  us  kindly,  but  the  commandant  did  not 
ferset  to  remind  us  that  we  were  still  prisoners, 
and  marked  out  that  night  the  limits  of  our 
prison  they  rigidly  kept  dnri^ng  the  time  of  our 
stay.  Next  morning  the  first  thing  that  presented 
itself  to  mv  view,  was  my  saddle  horse,  which 
had  been  taken  from  me  by  the  Indians ;  he  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  commissary.  I  mentioned 
it  to  th«  commandant,  but  he  said  he  bought  him 
of  an  Indian,  and  he.  could  do  nothing  in  it.  A 
few  days  after,  in  the  course  of  a.  conversktion,  I 
mentioned  it  to  the  Spanish  Doctor ;  he  assured 
me  that  two-thirds  of  the  property  taken  from 
us  by  the  Indians  had  been  bought  by  the  com- 
missary and  others  in  the  fort ;  the  plundered  pro- 
perty taken  from  Georgia,  was  every  day  luckily 
bought  by  the  commandant  and  others ;  I  knew 
one  instance  of  an  Indian  making  an  engagement 
with  the  commandant  for  catue,  that  he  was 
then  going  to  plunder,  and  in  fourteen  or  fifteen 
days  brought  them  in  and  sold  them.  On  our 
first  arrival  at  St.  Mark's  we  had,  by  help  of  a 
friendly  Indian,  conveyed  intelligence  to  our 
friends  in  Pensacola  of  our  situation,  and  they 
aent  us  on  a  small  vessel  to  effect  our  escape.  At 


her  arrival,  the  eamnuuidMit  said  to  us*  that  ho 
had  no  obieetioa  to  our  getting  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Indians,  but  that  he  should  first  demand 
a  wfittea  ohligatioo  that  we  should  never  return 
to  that  country,  nor  hold  communicatioo  directly 
or  indirectly  with  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, or  anv  of  her  officers ;  this  being  settled, 
we  left  St.  Mark's  in  the  night  of  the  28ih  March, 
and  joined  Capain  MeKeever  in  his  gunboats 
in  the  Bav  of  Appalachicola;  on  the  90ch  re* 
turned  with  him  to  St.  Mark's,  where  we  joined 
General  Jackson  on  the  6th  of  April. 
Qiven  under  my  hand  this  Mth  of  July. 

WM.  HAMBLT. 

PaoviNOB  or  West  Flobida, 

Town  qf  Peimteola,  S0pt.  I9j  ISXS. 

In  pursuance  with  an  order  to  me  directed  by 
Colonel  William  King,  civil  and  military  Gov- 
ernor of  said  province^  (a  copy  whereof  is  hereto 
annexed,)  I  caused  to  appear  before  me,  at  the 
quarters  of  Captain  Hugh  Young,  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  in  this  town,  the  following 
persons,  viz:  Manuel  Cfonzales,  Dr.  Brosnaham, 
William  Cooper,  J.  Dauphin,  —  Skeate,  Felip- 
pa  Prieto,  Joachim  Barrelas,  P.  Alba,  Jun.,  Jose 
bonefi,  (Marian)  and  Charles  Leseau,  to  answer, 
on  oath,  such  interrogatories,  not  tending  to 
criminate  themselves,  as  might  be  propounded  to 
them  by  Captain  Young,  relating  to  the  inter- 
course which  took  place  between  the  late.  Span- 
ish auibontles  of  this  province,  and  the<  hostile 
Indians^  during  the  recent  war  with  the  United 
States. 

Joachim  Barrelas,  being  duly  sworn,  declares, 
that  he  has  frequentlv  s^en  parties  of  ladians  in 
the  town  of  Pensacola  since  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1817;  says  that  parties  of  Indians  have 
been  provisioned  by  the  late  authorities  at  this 
place,  on  several  occasions;  has  frequently  heard, 
and  believed,  that  the  Indians  were  in  the  habit 
of  bringing  into  this  place,  horses,  cattle,  d^;.,  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  them  and  other  plunder ; 
says  he  was  at  Barancas  at  the  time  that  General 
Jackson  came  to  Pensacola,  in  May  last;  depo- 
nent acted  there  as  commissary,  and  knows  that 
several  Indians  went  from  town  down  to  Baran- 
cas, with  the  Spaniah  forces,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  fort ;  that  at  th&  same  time  several  small  par- 
tiea  were  encamped  about  the  Baranoas;  that> 
upon  the  arrival  of  GeneraT  Jackson  before  the 
Barancas,  Tapaulca  and  family  were  also  in  the 
fort ;  deponent  has  seen  said  chief  several  timea 
in  Pensacola,  and  believes  him  to  be  either  a 
Creek  or  Seminole  Indian ;  that  while  deponent 
was  at  Barancas,  and  subsequently  to  the  said 
month  of  November,  1817,  he  saw  an  Indian 
named  Luns,  an  express  from  ^t.  Marks,  cross 
over  from  Santa  Rosa  island,  to  Barancas,  with 
despatches  for  the  Governor  here ;  says  that  since 
the  said  month  of  November,  1817,  Governor 
Mazot,  being  himself  at  Barancas.  dicl  order  this 
depoaent  to  give  mtiena  to  several  parties  of  In- 
dians  then  there,  of  at  least  from  thirty  to  forty 
strong,  men,  women,  and  children. 

JOACHIM  BARRELAS. 
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George  8kc«te,  beiag  duly  swora,  declares, 
that  lie  has  eoDstanUy  resided  in  the  town  of 
Peasacola  since  November,  1817,8iaee  which,  he 
has  reputedly  seen  at  difierent  times  in  stid  town, 
from  thirty  to  forty  Indians ;  has  not  seen  any 
aainittaition  ffiven  to  the  Indians  within  the  pe* 
riod  above  alladed  to ;  has  heard,  and  believes, 
that  horses,  cattle,  dbc.,  were  broof  ht  into  this 
place  by  the  Indians  and  sold,  which  deponent, 
nofwerer,  did  not  see.    Deponent  believes  tnat  the 
late  €k>veraor  Maaot  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  seyeral  murders  that  were  committed  on  the 
neighboring  American  frontier ;  knows  of  no  sup- 
plies farnioied  by  order  of  the  Spanish  Qovern- 
ment^  since  about  the  month  of  March,  1817, 
when  a  supply  of  knives,  a  few  blankets,  and 
sdme  coppflT  kettles,  were  fornisfaed  and  delivered 
to  a  party  of  Indians,  for  the  purpose,  as  was 
then  said,  of  acting  against  the  insurgents  who 
were  expeoled ;  that  the  said  party  of  Indians 
shortly  after  dliappeared,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  them.    Deponent  saw,  on  the  dajr  that 
Major  TouDg  attacked  a  party  of  ladians  in  the 
neighborhood  of  this  town,  a^  number  of  Indians 
whont  he  believes  were  sent  (or  went  themselves) 
across  the  bay  in  a  boat  belongiog  to  Don  Auto*. 
nio  Modinai  Captain  of  the  port. 

GBORQE  SKBATE. 

Mr.  Chalrles  Le  Jeune,  being  duly  sworn^  de- 
clares, that  he  has  resided  in  Pensaeela  since  No- 
vember, 1817,  since  which  he  has  frequently  seen 
in  this  tows,  orits'vicinity.parries  of  u|^ardsof 
a  hundred  Indians  encamped ;  that  these  parties 
were  armed  with  rifles,  or  with- the  arms  that 
were  fmrntshed  them  by  the  English ;  that  al- 
though he  cannot  state  that  those  parties  had  re- 
ceived ammunition  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
meat  here,  he  aevtetheless  can,  and  does  slate, 
that  the -said  parties  were  provisioned  f^om  the 
Kind's  stores,  by  Pfieto,  King's  storekeeper ;  that 
previous  to  November,  1817,  the  Government  was . 
regularly  ia  the  habit  of  giving  out. ammunition 
to  the  Indians,  from  a  store  which  was  expressly 
for  that  purpose  here;  that  on  the  day  that  Ma- 
jor Young  ^attacked  the  Indians  near  this  town, 
there  was  a  considerable  number  encamped  near 
the  water  side  in  town,  who,  upon  hearing  the 
report  of  the  fire-arms,  crossed  the  bay  in  their 
own  boats,  and  ia  other  larger  boats  belonging  to 
others.  GHARUBS  LK  JBUNE. 

Willmm  Cooper,  beijag  duly  sworn,  declares, 
that  he  has  resided  in  rensacola  since  Novem- 
ber, 1817,  djuring  which  period  he  has  frequently 
seen  in  town  and  its  vicinity,  several  'parties  of 
IndSatts*— sdw  one  in  particular  with  some  sheet 
lead,  and  has  heard  that  the  Indians  bad  idtro- 
duccd  some  clothes  into  town  that  looked  like 
American  itanufacture;  states, also,  that  Tapaul- 
ca  was  Red  Stick  chief, and  had  been  frequently 
about  Pensacola,  for  several  years  past. 

WILLIAM  COOPER. 

JoOM  DUPFT,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
follows : 

duestioD.  Haveyoniesided  in  and  about  Pen- 
sacola  since  November,  1817  ?— Answer.  I  have. 


duestion.  Have  ^ ou  seen  in  said  town,  or  its 
vicinity,  within  or  since  that  period,  any  Indians  7 

Answer.  I  have. 

duestion.  How  many  did  you  see  at  any  par- 
ticular time  f 

Answer.  About  the  latter  end  of  laftt  Spring  I 
saw  in  town  from  fifty  to  sixty  Indians,  but  few 
of  tbem  were  armed,  because  they  were  prohib- 
ited from  cominff  into  town  armed.  I  suppose 
their  arms  were  left  in  their  camps  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Question.  How  did  these  Indians  subsist  them- 
selves, and  how  did  they  procure  ammunition  ? 

Answer.  Probably  from  Government  here;  of 
this,  however,  I  am  not  certain. 

daestion.  Did  you  see  any  horses,  cattle,  or 
other  plunder,  brought  into  this  place  by  the  In- 
dians ^--Answer.  Mo. 

CUtestion.  How  many  Indians  were  in  Pensa* 
cola,  and  its  neighborhood,  at  the  time  that  Major 
Youag  attacked  a  party  near  this  town  7 

Answer.  Of  all  descriptions,  viz :  men,  womea^ 
and  ebildiren,  there  must  have  been  a  consider- 
able BOiaber;  not  less  probably  than  one  hundred 
aad  fifty  or^sixtv. 

Question.  When  Major  Toung  attacked  the 
party  aear  town,  how  did  those  in  town  find 
ipeans  to  escape  across  the  bay? 

Answer.  I  aaVe  understock],  and  believe,  that 
they  were  set  across  by  order  of  the  Governor. 

SANTIAGO  PAUPHIN. 
A  tf «e  copy :         R.  K.  CALL,  A.  L,  C, 

Joseph  Bonspi,  beiug  duly  sworn,  declares  aa 
follows,  viz: 

Itaastiou.  Have  you  lived  in  Penaacola  since 
November,  1817  ?^  Answer.  1  have. 

(teestion.  libure  yea  aot  bsrween  that  period 
and  theapproaoh  of  the  American  forces,  under 
Major  Geaeral  Jackson,  repeatedly  seen  divera 
parties  of  hostile  Indians  in  this  town  or  its 
neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  have.  ladesd,  betwssn  the  'sakl 
month'  of  November  and  the  time  that  the  hos* 
tile  party  surrendered  to  Major  Young,  there 
were  more  or  less  in  town ;  sometimes  in  num- 
bers considerable,  sometimes  fewer. 

Cluestion.  How,  or  by  whom,  were  thQse  In*, 
dians  subsisted,'  and  from  whom,  or  by  what 
means,  did  they  procure  ammunition  and  other 
warlike  stores  or  weapons  ? 

Answer.  I  have  understood,  and  do  believe, 
that  they  were  fed  by  the  Government  here;  as 
to  ammunition,  ^.,  I  cannot  state  how  theyi>ro» 
cured  supplies,  except  it  might  have  been  Irora 
the  stores  about  town. 

duestion.  Have  you  seen  or  been  informed  of 
any  horses,  cattle,  or  other  plunder,  having  been 
brought  in  here  by  the  Indians  within  the  time 
above  alluded  to  '^-^ Answer.  No. 

JOSEPH  BONEPI. 

Pbnsacola,  Sept.  19, 1818. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  depositions  tyere 
sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  this  day. 

M.  McKBNSEY.  SBK.,/^iP. 
A  true  copy:  R.  K.  CALL,  A.  L.  C. 
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Jhfeat  of  the  8emincU 


,  fc. 


Propoutl$  iMeh  ike  Cimiand  Militaty  Commanthni 
of  the  Pnmnee  of  Weet  Florida  makee  to  Hie  Ex- 
eeUeney  Andrew  Jaekeoiif  General-in-Chief  of  the 
American  Army^  before  the  Fort  8an  CarUe  de 
Baraneae, 

Ist.  The  fort  of  Baraoeas  will  be  delivered  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  under  thefollow- 
iD{(  conditions : 

^•^pproved,  with  the  exceptions  made  follow- 
ing each  article,  and  possession  given  at  one 
o^clock  past  morning  this  day.] 

2d.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  of  Baraneas  will 
march  out,  to  be  transported  to  the  Havana,  on 
the  dav  and  hour  which  shall  be  agreed  upon, 
with  all  the  honors  of  war;  drums  beating ;  with 
arms  and  baggage.  Those  employed  in  the 
Royal  Finance,  and  others  attached  to  this  de- 
partment, shall  also  be  transported  to  the  same 
port. 

[A  roster  to  be  furnished  of  all  the  military 
and  civil  officers  of  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Baran- 
eas ;  the  troops  to  march  out  as  expressed  in  this 
article ;  their  arms  to  be  stacked  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacis,  and  left  in  possession  of  the  American 
army  until  the  day  of  embarcation,  when  they 
will  be  restored.] 

3d.  The  commandant  of  the  province,  the  offi- 
cers of  his  staff  of  the  artillery  and  engineers,  the 
officers  and  troops,  shall  carry  with  them  their 
•rma  and  personal  effects,  and  shall  abo  have  the 
liberty  of  disposing  of  their  property  of  every 
kind,  with  perfect  security  to  the  purchasers. 

[All  titles  for  poperty  legally  derived  from 
the  Crown  of  Spain  will  oe  respected.] 

4th.  The  garrison  shall  be  embarked  on  account 
of  the  United  States ;  every  person  of  the  military 
alass,  or  of  the  Royal  Finance,  shall  receive,  du- 
ring the  passage,  such  rations  as  are  allowed  to 
every  grade  by  the  regulations  of  Spain. 

[Approved,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  garrison,  and  the  Spanish  rations  al- 
lowed,  provided  they  do  not  exceed  the  American 
ration,  in  which  case  the  American  ration  only 
will  be  allowed.] 

5th.  A  competent  number  of  vessels  shall  be 
fornished  for  embarking  the  personal  effects, 
papers,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  com- 
nandaot,  officers, and  othehi  in  thettoyal employ, 
and  particularly  the  papers  of  the  Secretary's 
office  of  the  Government,  which  are  in  Pensacola; 
those  of  the  Department  of  the  Royal  Finance, 
ftnd  of  the  civil  and  military  employ.  These 
papers  shall  not  be  subjected  to  any  inspection  or 
recognisance,  under  the  pledge  of  their  contain- 
ing nothing  foreign  to  the  functions  of  the  said 
persons. 

[Approved.  An  estimate  of  the  necessary 
transportation  to  be  furnished,  agreeably  to  estab- 
lished usage.] 

6th.  The  sick,  wounded^  and  all  those  who  are 
oow,  or  may  fall  sick  previous  to  the  embarcation 
of  the  troops  for  the  Havant,  shall  be  maintained 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  until 
eared,  and  shall  have  the  same  privileges  as  the 
rest  of  the  garrison ;  those* who  are  In  a  situation 
shall  be  embarked  at  the  same  time  with  it,  and 


all  shall  be  under  the  care  of,  and  attended  by, 
the  surgeon  and  other  individuals  of  the  Spanish 
military  hospital. 


fApproved.] 
7lh. 


The  garrison  of  Pensacola,  and  the  pris- 
oners, as  also  those  in  the  employ  of  the  Royal 
Finance,  shall  eojoy  the  same  privileges  as  the 
garrison  of  Baraneas,  and  shall  likewise  be  trans- 
ported to  the  Havana,  uniting  the  former  to  the 
latter,  and  all  shall  remain  in  the  quarters  they 
occupied  in  Pensacola  until  the  moment  of  em- 
barcation for  the  port  of  Havana. 

[Approved.  An  estimate  of  the  necessary 
transportation  to  be  furnished,  and  included  in 
estimate,  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Baraneas.] 

8th.  During  their  stay  the  United  States  will 
furnish  to  the  King's  storekeeper,  under  doca* 
meats  from  the  Royal  officers,  soch  articles  of 
provisions  as  may  be  deficient  or  not  in  the 
King^  stores,  to  complete  the  rations  of  the 
troops  dependants;  those  in  the  King's  employ, 
and  their  respective  families,  according  to  the 
allowance  made  by  the  regulations  of  Spain; 
^  the  reimbursement  thereof  remaining  subject  to 
the  decision  of  the  Governments  of  Spain  and 
the  United  States. 

[An  inventory  of  the  provisions  in  possession 
of  the  Spanish  commissary  to  be  forthwith  fnr* 
nished.  The  rations  allowed  snbjeet  to  the  lim* 
itation  in  the  fourth  article.] 

9ih.  The  provisions  actually  existing  in  the 
King's  stores  of  Pensacola  and  Baraneas  shall 
be  transported  to  the  former,  in  order  that  they 
may  serve  for  the  said  supply  of  rations. 

(Approved.] 
Otb.  An  iqventory,  and  a  duplicate  thereof 
shall  be  made  by  the  .military  storekeeper,  and 
such  officer  of  artillery  as  the  eommandant  of 
this  corps  may  name,  and  such  other  as.  may  be 
appointed  by  the  General  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  artillery,  powder,  military 
stores,  and  other  effects  belonging  to  this  depart* 
meat,  in  Pensacola,  and  Baraneas. 

[Approved.  Major  Peters,  of  the  artillery,  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  American  Government.] 

11th.  Persons  and  property  shall  be  respected ; 
concessions  and  sales  of  land  made  by  the  com- 
petent authorities  shall  be  valid  and  gdarantied 
by  the  American  Gk>vernment  at  whatever  time 
they  may  have  been  made,  and  until  the  date 
hereof. 

[All  titles  leg[ally  derived  from  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  prior  to  thisdate,  guarantied  and  respected.] 

Idth.  The  commandant  of  engineers  shall  name 
an  officer,  who,  with  another  whom  the  Gkneral 
of  the  American  army  may  appoint,  shall  make 
an  inventorv,  and  a  duplicate  thereof,  of  the 
number  ana  state  of  the  royal  ediflces,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  stated  for  the  department  of 
artillery. 

[Approved,  and  Lieutenant  Sands  of  the  artil- 
lery appointed  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Government.] 

13th.  The  military  officers,  and  those  in  the 
service  of  all  and  the  several  departments,  may 
embark  with  them  their  wives,  children,  and 
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sermnts ;  io  wkteb  munbef  are  to  b«  IneladH 
the  families  of  those  of  the  aaiil  olaaaei  who  may 
be  absent.  Those  who  hare  property  todispose  of, 
or  affairs  to  settle,  may  remain  tne  time  neceasary 
•for  these  purposea.  American  anthonty  shall 
afRKd  them  every  prottotioD  during  their  stay, 
•and  they  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the 
reot  of  the  garrison,  and  be  transported  to  the 
Havana  on  aceonat  of  tiie  United  States. 

[Inadmissible,  so  far  as  it  regards  transporta* 
tkm  being  allowed  to  the  families  of  those  officers 
not  present,  and  servants  not  attending  upon  the 
persons  of  the  officers  and  their  families.  Those 
tndlviduals  disposed  to  remain  in  Florida  will  be 
respected,  and  protected  in  all  cfvil  and  personal 
ii«hta;  and,  if  aol  embraeinff  the  transportation 
«11owed  at  the  present  period,  they  must  famish 
their  own  at  a  futore  period.] 

14ih.  The  storekeeper  general  shaH  form  an 
sBveniory  of  the  smaA  vessels  and  craft,  and  of 
.the  other  effiitts  under  his  oharge,  in  the  same 
way  as  stated  for  the  department  of  artillery. 

[Ajiproved,  and  Lieatenant  Parkfhtfrst|  qnar^ 
leraaster  of  arttUery,  appointed  on  behalf  of  the 
Amerioan  Govemaaent.] 

15th.  The  officers  and  troops  of  this  garrison, 
with  their  equipage,  shall  be  transported  to  Pen- 
eaeola,  where  they  shall  remain,  as  already  stated, 
until  embarked  for  the  Havana. 

[Approved.] 

17th.  The  Alabama  ehicf,  with  his  ftmil v,  now 
in  this  fort,  and  who  has  been  reported  to  Major 
Young,  shall  be  iachided  in  this  eapitolaiioo,  and 
transported  to  the  Havana. 

[Approved.  His  name  to  be  entered  in  an  arti- 
Ol^,ana  the  Spanish  Government  guarantying 
timt  he  never  vetums  to  the  Floridas.] 

)8th.  The  Catholic  religion  shall  be  mamtained, 
with  its  ministers,  and  free  eiercise. 

[A  free  toleration  to  all  religions  goarantied] 

10th.  This  capitulation  is  made  under  the  con- 
fldeoee  that  the  General  of  the  American  troops 
will  comply  with  his  offer  of  reluming  iategrhl 
this  pQ>vittae,  in  the  state  of  which  he  receives 
fr^  aa  explained  in  his  official  letters. 

[ Apjpraved,  and  the  restoration  made  under  the 
eaiiditions  eapreasod  in  General  Jackson's  eom- 
teoaicatkiD  to  the  Goreraor  of  Pensaeola,  the 
ttMofMay.] 

ilOth.  If  any  doubt  shoedd  ariie  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  articles  of  this  capitulation,  they  shall 
he  ooastfued  in  the  manner  most  fkroraibfe  to 
the  Spanish  garrison. 

[The  above  articles  (o  be  interpreted  agreeably 
to  their  literal  and  ezpreased  meaning.] 

ftlst.  The  present  capitalatioa  aball  be  signed 
and  eichanged  by  the  General  of  the  American 
army  and  the  commandant  of  this  province,  as 
aeon  aa  possible,  and,  at  latest,  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon ;  each  party  respectively  being  in 
possession  of  an  original^<-[  Approved.] 

Four  OP  San  Carlo8  oe  Babancao. 
May  28, 1818.— 7  o^clcck  in  the  morning. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 
Camp  mbar  Fobt  Baramoab,  May  28, 1818. 
A.  JACKSON,  MaJ.  Oen.  comdPg. 


as  fBepiimmy,midwkiA4±iindi6^fit^ummt 
lifwhai  hag  him  ugrted  tipim, 

1st.  The  name  recjurred  of  the  Afaibama  chief 
is  Opayhola.  The  commandant  of  this  province 
en^ges,  in  the  name  of  hiaCbverament,  that  the 
said  chief  shall  never  return  to  the  Floridas. 

[Approved.] 

8d.  If  any  Tesseis  of  war  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, destined  for  ihls  port,  should  arrive  with  a 
supply  of  provisions  or  money,  they  shall  be  freely 
admitted,  as  well  as  Spaoish  oaerchaot  vessels. 

San  Carlos  Oc  Baranoas, 
May  28, 1818.— 5  o'clock  in  the  qfterfioon, 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

Camp,  ncar  Fort  Baramoab,  May  38, 1818. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding. 


HsADa'RB,  DiviaiOM  of  tbb  SotJTa, 
Adjutant  Gm$raPa  Office,  BaranooM^ 

Afay29,1818. 

Fellow  Soukbrb:  You  were  ealled  Into  the 
field  to  punish  savages  and  negroes,  who  had.  in 
a  sanguinary  manner^  used  the  tomahawk  and 
soalping^knife  upon  our  helpless  eitixens  upon 
the  frontier.  Yoo  have  pursued  them  to  Miek*' 
aaokey,  St.  Mark's,  Suwaney,  and  lastly  to  this 
place,  through  an  unexplored  wilderness,  en- 
countering inamease.  difficulties  and  pnvadoas, 
which  iron  met  with  the  sphrit  of  American  aol- 
diers,  without  a  murmur. 

Your  Qeneral  antieipated  a  close  of  the  cam- 
paign on  his  retimi  to  Fort  Qadiden,  and  hailed 
the  hour  with  feeli^pja  of  gratimde  to  Heaven, 
at  the  prospect  of  relieviag  you  from  your  labors, 
by  placing  yoo  in  quarters,  and  returning  you  to 
your  hones ;  but  how  great  was  the  disappoint- 
ment, when  he  heard  of  the  recent  murders  oom^ 
mttted  on  the  Alabama,  by  a  party  of  the  enemy 
from  Pensaeola,  where  they  were  furnished  with 
provisions  and  ammunition  by  a  friendly  Power. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  you  were  «iarched 
here,eneo«aieriDg  diffiouTtiee  whieh  yoo alon^ 
oaa  pro|>erly  appreciate,  nmetiagjMi  the  a«f 
the  proteat  of  the  Qovertior  of  West  Florida, 
threatening  lo  employ  force  if  we  did  not  imaae* 
diately  evacuate  the  country.  This  new  and 
unexpeoted  eil^my  was  aooa  taught  to  feel  thh 
impotence  of  his  threats.  Yoa  entered  Pensaeola 
without  resistance,'and  the  strooff  fortress  of  the 
Bamneas  eoald  hold  out  but  one&yagalnsc  roar 
determined  courage.  Your  Oeneral  eannot  help 
admiring  the  spirit  and  military  zeal  manifested, 
when  it  was  signified  that  a  resort  to  stormiog 
would  be  necessary ;  and  would  do  injustice  t6 
his  feelings,  did  he  not  particularly  notice  the 
judgment  dupkycd  b^  hia  ahl-do-camp,  Captain 
Gadsden  of  the  engineers,  in  the  selection  of 
the  positions  for  the  banaries,  and  the  gallaitry 
of  his  second  aid,  Captain  McCall,  and  Captain 
Young  of  the  topographical  engineers,  in  aiding 
him  to  eteot  the  work^  under  the  fire  of  heavy 
batteries  within  four  hundred  yftrd%  as  well  aa 
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the  skill  and  gallantry  of  Captain  Peters,  Lieu- 
tenants Minton  and  Spencer,  in.  the  direction 
and  management  of  the  nine  poander,  and  that 
of  Lieutenants  Sands  and  Scalion,  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  howitzer.  Captain  Mc* 
Keever,  o?  the  navy,  merits,  as  he  has  on  several 
occasions,  his  warmest  thanks  for  his  zealous  co- 
operation and  aetivity  in  landing  two  of  his  guns, 
(should  an  additional  battering  train  hare  been 
necessary,)  and  gallantly  ofieriogto  lay  his  vessel 
before  the  water  battery,  in  the  event  of  storm- 
ing the  upper  works;  his  officers  and  crew  de* 
serve  his  eonfideoce. 

The  Greneral  assiffne  to  Colonel  King  the  gOT* 
ermne nt  of  PenneMa  and  its  dependencies,  and 
tkat  part  of  the  7tb  department  lying  west  of  the 
Appaiachioola  and  Chatahooebee  rivers,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  Oeneral  Gkines. 

The  Colooei  will  take  m'easares  ta  have  the 
Tolooteers  now  at  Peosaoola  relieved,  preparatory 
to  tbeir  return  mareh.  The  Tennessee  volan- 
leers  will  be  rationed  for  five  days,  and  will  forth* 
with  move  for  Fort  Montgomery,  wbere  they 
will  raeeive  farther  orders. 

The  General,  in  taking  leave  of  Colonel  King 
and  his  command,  tenders  to  the  ofiEraers  nnd 
soldiers  an  afiectionate  farewelK 

By  order :  ROBERT  BUTLER. 

AdjuiaiU  Qmeral. 

♦ 

HiAoa'ne,  Division  of  the  Soijth, 

Affi^29, 1818. 

Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  has  fonnd  it 
necessary  to  take  possession  of  Pensaeola;  be  has 
not  been  prompted  to  this  measure  from  a  ivish 
to  estteod  the  tehitorial  limits  of  the  United 
States,  or  from  any  unfriendly  feeling  on  the 
jNirt  of  the  American  Repoblic  to  the  Spanish 
Qovernment.  The  Seminole  Indians,  inhabit- 
in|^  the  territories  of  Spain,  have,  for  more  than 
two  years  past,  visited  oar  frontier  settlements 
with  all  the  horrors  of  savage  massacre;  belpleafe 
woman  have  been  bntebered,  and  the  cradle 
stained  with  the  blood  of  innocence.  These 
atrocities,  it  was  expected^  wooid  have  early  at^ 
tiacted  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Qevennflsen^ 
and,  faithful  to  existing  treaties,  speedy  measures 
adopted  foe  their  snppression.  That,  so  far  from 
being  able  to  control,  the  Spanish  aothorities 
were  often  compelled,  from  policy  or  necessity, 
to  iaaue  maniUons  of  war  to  these  savages:  thus 
enabling,  if  not  exciting,  them  to  raise  the  toma- 
hawk against  as.  The  immotable  laws  of  self- 
defence^  therefore,  oompeUed  the  American  Gov* 
ernmeat  to  take  possession  of  such  parts  of  tbe 
Floridas  in  which  the  Spanish  authority  ci^old 
Boi  be  maintained.  Pensacola  was  fonnd  in  that 
sitoation,  and  will  be  held  until  Spain  can  fur* 
aish  military  strength  sufficient. to  enforce  exist- 
ing treaties.  Spanish  subjects  will  be  respected; 
Sftanlsh  laws  will  govern  in  nil  cases  afiecting 

Koperty  and  person ;  a  free  toleration  to  all  re- 
jioDs  guarantied,  and  trade  alike  to  all  nations. 
Colonel  King  will  assume  the  command  of 
Pensacola,  as  military  and  civil  Governor.   The 
15th  Con.  ^d  Sbss.'— 71 


Spaaish  laws,  so  far  as  they  affecl  personal  rights 
and  property  will  be  eii forced.  Colonel  &uig 
will  take  possession  of  the  archives  of  the  provr 
ince,  and  appoint  some  confidential  individual  to 
preserve  them.  It  is  all  important  that  the  record 
of  titles  and  property  should  be  carefully  secured. 
He  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  the 
landed  property  belonffing  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  hold  possession  oi  it.  The  claims  to  prop- 
erty, within  the  range  of  gunshot  of  Fort  St. 
Charles  de  Barancaa,  will  be  scrupulously  ex- 
amined into ;  and,  should  this  prove  valid,  a  rent 
allowed,  but  possession  in  nowise  given.  This 
property  is  necessary  for  the  United  States,  and 
under  its  laws  may  be  held,  and  an  equivalent 
paid.  The  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States 
will  be  established,  and  Captain  Gadsden  ap- 
pointed Co  act  as  collector ;  with  full  power  tp 
nominate  such  sub-officers  as.  ip  his  opinion, 
will  be  necessjiry  to  tbe  faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him.  He  will  apply  to  iJm 
Governor  of  Pensacolji  for  military  aid  in  all 
cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  correct  at^ 
tempts  at  an  illicit  trade. 

ANDRKW  JACKSON, 
Major  Gen.  com,  Div.  ofiht  Souih* 


MMmmim  of  ikeproeetHngB  Sf  a  ipeeial  cmtti,  oiynii 
ixtd  agreeahUf  te  tSefiihwmg  arderf  viz .« 

HEAOd'Rs,  Division  of  thb  Socrra, 
AdhOani  CfeneraPs  (Mce^ 
Fort  St.  Mark»,  AprU  96, 1818. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  (ollowiug  detail  will  compose  a  special 
court,  to  convene  at  this  post,  at  th^  hour  of  12 
o'clock  M,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  tbe 
cbarfes  against  A.  Arbnthnot,  Robert  Cuisty 
Ambrister,  and  such  others  who  are  similarlfr 
situated,  as  may  be  brought  before  it: 

The  court  will  record  all  tbe  documents, and 
testimony  ia  the  several  cases;  and  their  opuiion 
as  to  tbe  guilt  or  inneeenoe  of  the  prisoners; 
and  what  punishment,  if  any,  should  be  inflicted 

OBTMU 

Major  General  B.  P.  G41NBB,  PreMent. 

Members, 
Colonel  Kinff,  4th  infantry, 
Colonel  WiJliams,  Tennessee  volvnteers, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Gibson,  Tennessee  volunteers. 
Major  Muhlenburg,  4th  infantry. 
Major  Montgomery,  7th  infantry, 
Captain  Yashon.  7tb  infantry. 
Colonel  Dyer,  Tennessee  volunteers, 
Liefit.  Col.  Lindsay,  corps  of  artillery, 
Lieut.  Col.  Elliott,  Tennessee  volunteers^ 
Major  Fanning,  corps  of  artillery. 
Major  Minton,  Georgia  militia. 
Captain  Crittenden,  Kentucky  volunteers. 
Lieut.  J.  M.  GlasselL  4th  infantry,  Eecorder.' 
An  orderly   will  be  detailed   from   General 

Gaines's  brigade;  and  the  court  will  sit  without 

regard  to  hours. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Jackson  : 

RpBSRT  BUTLER,  Adjt.  Qtfu 


J£BPBHDJSL 


IM« 


JShtfem$  af^  Bernini  ftukm^,  ftf. 


FpAt  Bt.  Mark's,  JpHf  26. 18ff. 

The  court  eonvened  parsuant  to  the  foregoiog 
order ;  when,  bein^  duiy  9Wom  in  the  preseoce 
of  the  prisoner,  and  he  being  asked  if  he  had  anjr 
objection  to  any  nnember  thereof,  and  replying;  in 
the  negatire,  the  following  chargen  ana  specific 
eatioDB  were  read,  viz: 

Charges  V9.  A.  Arbathnot,  now  In  o»tody»  who 
says  he  it  a  British  subject. 

Chargk  Ist.  Exciting  and  stirriiiff  up  the  Oreek 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  and  her 
eitixens  ;  he,  A.  ArbuthoQt,  beinj;  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
at  peace. 

Sfpecification.  That  the  said  A.  Arbnthnot,  be- 
tween ine  months  of  May  and  July,  or  some  time 
in  June,  1817,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Little  Prince, 
exhortii»g  ana  advising  hiAi  not  to  comply  with 
the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  stating  that  the  citi<» 
zens  of  the  United  States  were  Tomnging  on  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  as  he  beliered,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Unit^ 
States;  and  advbing  the  Upper  and  the  Lower 
Creeks  to  unite  and  be  friendly ;  stating  that  Wtl* 
liao^  Hambly  waa  the  cause  of  their  disputes. 
Also,  adrisinff  the  Little  Pi^nee  to  write  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Pfridence,  who  would  write 
l^HialUyal  Bifhoeaaiha  PiiMe  Rag  eii(,thr»«ik 
whom  the  Uaiied  Statea  w^iiU  be  oaUed  to  a 
eompliaace.wUb  the  Treaty  of  Ghent;  and  ad« 
Tising  not  to  giro  up^  their  lands  under  the  Treaty 
of  Fort  lacimji,  for  that  tJi€  American  citizens 
would  be  compelled  to  give  up  to  th^m  all  their 
lands  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

CBARGt  Sd.  Acting  as  a  spy,  and  aiding,  abet- 
ting, and  comfbrtfng  the  enemy-'-etipplyr&g  th«m 
with  the  means  of  war. 

Specifioati<m  l«f.  In  wHtin(t  a  letter  from  St. 
Markka  fort,  dated  the  8d  April,  1818,  to  his  so« 
John,  at  Suwanyj  (marked  A,)  detailing  the  ad- 
tanee  of  the  army  under  General  Jackaon,  stating 
theik'  force,  probable  movements  and  inceniions, 
to  be  communicated  to  Bowlegs,  the  chief  of  the 
Suwany  towns,  for  his  government* 

Specification  2d.  In  wriliog  the  letters,  marked 
B  (witlKwt  date)  itiid  C,  witb^  enclosntes  of  Janu- 
ary 27,  1818;  and  D,  called  '*a  Note  of  Indian 
Talks;"  ^ndB,  without  date,  applyins  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  through  Govelrnor  Cameron,  for 
munitions  of  war,  and  assfstance  for  our  enemies, 
making  false  representations.  And  also  appl]r- 
ing  to  Mr.  Bagot,  British  Ambassador,  fbr  his 
interference,  with  a  statekneni  on  the  back  of  one 
of  the  letters  of  munitions  of  war  for  the  enemy. 

Charge  3d.  Exciting  the  Indians  to  murder 
and  destroy  William  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle, 
and  causinpf  their  arrest,  with  a  view  to  their 
condemnation  to  death:  and  the  seizure  of  their 
property,  on  account 'of  their  active  and  zealous 
exertions  to  maintain  peace  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States  ana  the  Indians,  they  bting 
citizens  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

Specification  let.  In  writing  the  letters  marked 
F,  dated  the  26th  August,  1617;  G,  dated  the 
13th  May,  1817;  and  H,  threatening  them  witii 
d^th ;  alleging  against  th6m  false  and  infamous 


chargea,  and  using  every  meanaln  his  power  to 
procure  their  arrest ;  all  which  writings  and  say- 
ings excited,  and  had  a  tendency  to  excite,  the 
negroes  and  Indians  to  acts  of  hostility  with  the 
United  States.    By  order  of  the  court : 

J.  M.  GLASSELL,  Recorder. 

To  which  chargea  and  specifications  the  pris* 
oner  pleaded  not  guiUy» 

The  prisoner  having  made  application  for  coun- 
sel, it  was  granted  him;  when  the  court  proceed* 
ed  to  the  examination  of  the  evidence. 

John  Winblett,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
proseeoiioin,  being  duly  sworn,  stated  that  some 
time  before  last  July  the  Liule  Prince  received  a 
letter,  liffoed  by  Mr.  ArbiithBot,ad  viaing  the  upper 
part  of  the  natiMi  to  unite  with  the  lower  chiefs  in 
amity;  and  stating  that  the  best  node  for  them 
to  repossess,  theaawivaa  of  their  lands  would  bd  to 
write  to  bnn%  Arbnihiiot^  and  be  would  send  oa 
their  eomplmnts  to  the  Goversor  of  Providence, 
whettca  ii  w«tild  be  forwarded  to  His  Btitanni* 
Majesiyf  a«d  he  would  faava  the  tema  of  tlie 
Treaty  of  Ghent  atteaded  to;  he,  monovev, 
amod  hia  belief  thai  the  etMroacfamnnia  on  the 
lodian  lands  were  iinkaown  to  the  Pfesident  of 
the  United  States  f  the  witnesaalao  ideatiied 
the  signature  of  the  letter  of  the  prisoner  to  his 
son^  (aanrked  A^)  referred  to  in  the  first  specifi- 
cation to  the  second  chaige,  and  heretofore  noted 
as  being  the  same  with  that  sent  to  the  Little 
Prince. 

The  witness,  on  being  further  interrogated, 
stated  the  langoasfe  oi  the  letter  aHuded  to  to 
be,  that  the  British  Gtovemment,  on  anplteation 
wovld  caoee  to  be  restored  to  them  toeir  landa 
tbey  held  in  1811,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Who  is  the  Little 
Prince,  or  is  he  known  by  any  other  name  1 

Answer.  He  ia  known  by  the  name  c{  Tns* 
tenokke  Hopin,  and  ia  the  4ieeoo4  chief  of  the 
nation* 

dttesiion  by  the  prkoaer.  Whefe  is  ibe  lec^ 
ler  you  alinde  to^  or  in  whose  possession  ? 

Ansaaer.  It  waa  left  in  the  poasesaion  of  the 
Liule  Prinee  when  I  last  saw  4t. 

iloesdoo  by  the  prisoner.  Has  this  Little 
Pvince  no  other  name  than  what  you  state? 

Anawer>    Not  that  I  know  of. 

dueation  by  the  prisoner.  Do  yon  awear  that 
the  letter  alloded  to  was  addreaaed  to  the  Little 
Prince  1 

Anewev.  I  do  not.  It  was  presenied  nee  by 
the-Little  Prince  to  read  and  imerpret  for  him, 
which  I  did. 

dnestioo  by  the  piiaoaer.  Ave  you  eevtaim 
that  the  letter  stated  that  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States  eenld  Imve  had  no  kaowl- 
edge  of  settlements  made  on  Indian  lands^  er 
injuries  committed  f 

Answer.  The  letter  slated  that  to  be  the  be- 
lief of  the  writer. 

John  Lewis  Pnaifix,  a  witness  on  the  nart  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  statea,  witli 
regard  to  the  nrst  apecifieation  of  the  second 
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A/eoi  pf  the  Smimh  Hiiam,  4a. 


eharfc,  tbat,  being  at  SowiaT^  io  the  towns, 
abottt  the  6Ui  or  7tli  of  Apri],  ne  was  awakened 
earlf  in  the  morninff  by  Mr.  Ambrteter^s  recelr- 
in?»  by  the  hands  of  a  negro,  who  got  it  from  an 
Indian,  a  letter  from  St.  Mark's,  at  that  tioM 
stated  D^  Ambrister  to  be  from  the  prisoner. 

Q^iestion  by  the  prisoner.  Dhl  you  see  that 
letter,  or  hear  it  reaa  ? 

Answer*  I  did  sec  the  paper,  but  did  not  hear 
it  read. 

Qtfcstihn  hy  the  prisoner.  Did  you  state  that 
the  letter  was  received  bj  an  Indian  express  ? 

Answer.  So  the  blaek  man  that  delirered  it 
snid. 

A  qnestion  heing  raised  by  a  member  of  the 
court  as  to  their  jurisdiction  on  tbe  third  charge 
and  its  specifications,  the  doors  were  closed,  and^ 
alter  mature  deliberation,  they  decided  that  this 
court  areiacompelent  to  take  cognizance  of  tbe 
offences  alleged  in  that  charge  and  specifications. 

Pbtbk  Bk  Cook,  a  former  clerk  to  the  pris^ 
onet,  and  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu* 
tion.  being  doty  sworn,  stated,  that,  about  De- 
cember or  January  last,  the  prisoner  had  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  and  lead  brought  to  Suwany 
in  his  ressel,  which  he  sold  to  tbe  Itrdians  and 
negroes;  that,  subseqnent  to  that  time,  which  he 
cannot  recott^ct,  Ambrister  brought  for  the  pris- 
oner,  in  his  (the  prisoner's)  vessel,  nine  kegs  of 
powder  and  a  large  quantitf  of  lead,  which 
were  taken  possession  of  by  the  negroes;  the 
witness  also  identified  the  followiog  letters  re- 
ftrred  to  in  the  foregoing  charges  and  specifica- 
tions, marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  O,  and  H,  as 
being  the  prisoner's  bandwrtttng ;  also  the  power 
of  attorney,  No.  1,  granted  by  the  Indians  to  A. 
Arbathnot. 

A; 
From  A.  Jrbulknoi  to  kia  son,  John  ArMknot, 

Fort  St.  M^RK'n^  Apbil  2, 181$, 

d  o^clock  im  the  morni^gk     ' 

D«4»  JqM:  Ai  l<am  ill  able  to  write  a  long 
letter,  it  is  neoeM^ry  to  be  brief.  Before  my  am- 
Tal  here,  the  commandant  had  received  an  express 
from  the  Oovcfwor-of  Paneneelai  iw^mtog^  him 
of  nlaigf  eabafcation  of  troops.  ^^  under  the 
immediate  aoa^mv^d  of  Qenexal  Jachson;  nod 
the  boat  that  brought  the  despntcb  reckoned  eigh- 
teen sail  ot  vessels  off  ApjaMchicola.  By  a  de- 
•erter  that  waa  brought  here  by  the  Indiani^  the 
commandanit  was  informed  that  three  thousand 
men,  under  the  orders  of  QeneraL  Jackeon>  one 
th<N)isand  foot  and  one  thousaqd  six  hundred 
iK^rse,  under  Qeneral  Oaines;  five  hundred  under 
another  Qeaeral;  were  at  Prospect  Blnfi^  Where 
their  are  rebnilding  the  burnt  fort.  That  one  thou- 
sand Indians  of  different  nations  were  at  Spanish 
Bluff  hoildinranothtr  fort,  under  tbe  direction  of 
American  omcers;  that,  as  soon  as  these  forts 
were  built,  they  intended  to  march*— they  have 
fionmeoced.'  Yesterday  morning  advice  was  re- 
ceived that  they  had  appeared  near  ■  '.and 
two  of  the  sons  of  Mcdueen  and  an  Indian.  Late 
ia  the  ai^raoon  tbnie  schooners  c^me  to  anchor 


at  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  and  thii  morning  the 
Ameriean  flag  is  seen  flying  on  thelacgest^  I  am 
blocked  here;  no  Indians  will  come  with  me; 
and  I  am  now  suffering  from  the  fatigue  of  com?* 
ing  here  alone. 

The  main  drift  of  the  Americans  is  to  deatro|r 
the  black  population  of  Suwany.  Tell  my  friend 
Bowleck  that  it  is  throwing  away  his  people  to 
attempt  to  resist  such  a  powerful  force  as  will  be 
down  on  Suwany;  and  as  the  troops  advance 
by  land,  so  will  the  veseela  by  sea^  Bndeavcr  to 
get  all  the  goods  over  the  river  to  a  platfe  of  secu* 
rity,  as  also  the  skins  of  all  sorts;  the  corn  must 
be  left  to  its  fatst  So  soon  as  the  Suwany  is 
destroyed,  I  expect  the  Americans  will  be  satis- 
fied and  retire;  this  is  only  mv  opinion;  but  I 
think  it  is  conformable  to  the  demand -iMtde  by 
General  Gaines  of  Sing  Baiehy  soaM  months 
since.  In  fast,  do  all  you  can  to  save  M  you  can ; 
save  the  books  particularly.  It  is  probable  the 
commandant  will  receive  some  communication 
from  the  vessels  to-day,  when  he  will  know  more 
certainly  what  are  their  motives  in  coming  off 
the  fort.  I  think  it  is  only  to  shot  the  passage  to 
the  Indians.  Twenty  canoes  went  down  the 
river  yesterday,  and  were  forced  to  retUEO.  The 
road  between  this  and  the  Miekasukey  is  said  to 
be  stopped.  Hillis  Hajd^o  and  Himathlo  Mioo 
were  here  last  night  to  hear  what  vessels;  they 
will  remo?e  ail  their  cattle  and  effects  aeroM  St. 
Mark's  river  this  morning,  and  peshaps  wait  near 
thereto  for  the  event. 

I  have  been  as  brief  as  I  can,  to  give  you  the  suh- 
stance  of  what  appears  facts  that  cannot  be  doubted. 
To  enter  into  deuils  in  the  present  moment  is  use- 
less. If  the  schooner  is  returned,  get  ail  the  ffoods 
on  board  of  her,  and  let  her  start  off' for  Moun«> 
ater  creek,  in  thebottom  of  •Oedar  Key  bay.  Ton 
will  there  only  have  the  skins  to  hide  away.  But 
no  delw  n»r'  taikeplecfiiaa  the  vessels  will  no 
doaht  foKkowthe  land  army;  and  perhaps  even 
n^w  some  have  gone  round*  I  pray yoarstrictest 
a^eation,  for  the  more  that  is  sared  frill  be  event* 
uiaHy  loore  to  your  inierest. 

SBt  the-  baarar  have  M  much  calico  as  will 
e  him  two  shirts  for  his  trouble*  He  has 
niiomised  to  deliver  this  in  three,  but  I  giya  him 
ibttr  days*    I  am  youasi  affectionately, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

B. 

?h>m  A>  Arbuiknoi  to  CharUt  Cameron,  Ghoemar  of 

BfthamoM, 

limits  Beiog  empowered  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
Lower  Creek  nation  to  represent  the  state  of  their 

M4iou  loyonr  exoeUaaof ,ihat  youQMqF  he  ideaead 
to  forward  the  same  for  tbe  information  .of  His 
Majesty's  Qoverpment,  to  whom  alone  thipy  look 
for  protection  against  the  aggressions  and  en- 
croachments of  the  Americans,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  your  excellency  the  enclosed  represent 
tations,  humbly  praying  that  your  excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  take  an  early  oppjortunity  of  for- 
warding the  same  to  Qreat  jBritain. 

I  am  also  instructed  by  Bowleck,  chief  of  the 
Sowany,  to  make  the  demand  herein  enclosed ; 


3247 


APPENDED 


2248 


Drfeat  6f  ike  Seminole  hidiam,  fc 


b#  never  having  hid  tny  share  of  the  preteDU 
distriboied  at  Prospect  Btaff,  thoogb  h«  rendered 
eqvaliy  esseDtial  serrices  as  any  of  the  other  chiefs 
to  the  British  cause,  while  at  war  with  Anneri* 
ea ;  and  was  at  New  Orleans  with  a  part  of  his 
warriors.  His  frontiers  being  more  exposed  to 
the  predatory  inonrsions  of  the  back  Georgians, 
who  enter  his  territory  and  drive  off  his  cattle j 
be  is  obliged  to  have  large  parties  oat  to  watch 
their  motions  and  prevent  their  plundering ;  and, 
being  deficient  of  ammunition,  he  prays  yoar  ex- 
cellency will  ffrant  his  small  demand. 

Humbly  submitting  the  same,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  your  excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

A.  A. 

1%e  kwtiAh  tqaneenioHem  of  ike  ckUfi  of  ike  Creek 
/  nation  iolUe  tamiUeney  Oovemor  Cameron* 

First.  We  beg  leave  to  represent  that  Bdround 
Doyle  and  William  Hambly,  lately  clerks  at 
Prospect  Bluff  to  Messrs.  Forbes,  dbc,  and  who 
etill  reside  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  we  con- 
sider as  the  principal  cause  of  our  present  troubles 
and  uneasiness.  Hambly  was  the  instrumental 
cause  of  the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff  being  desf  roved 
by  the  Americans,  by  which  we  lost  the  supplies 
intended  for  our  ruture  wars.  Bioce  then  both 
these  men  have  kept  emissaries  atnong  us,  tend- 
ing to  harass  and  disturb  our  repose,  and  that  of 
our  brethren  bf  the  Middle  and  Upper  nation; 
they  spread  among  us  reports  that  the  Cowetas, 
aided  by  the  Americans,  are  descending  to  drive 
us  off  our  lands;  they  equally  propagate  false. 

C. 

I\fwn  A.  ArkUknoi  io  Benipmin  Moodie,  endoenut 
kiiere  io  Ckarlet  Bagoi,  Sefmrt^  Britiek  Minioier 
ai  Waekingion* 

Smawiibb,  Cribk  Natiov, 

January  S7, 1818* 

8iR :  The  enclosed,  containing  matter  of  serf* 
OQs  moment^  and  demanding  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  his  excellency  the  British  Ambassador, 
I  trust  he  will,  for  this  time,  forgive  the  trifling 
expense  of  postage,  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
prevent  as  much  as  possible  by  compressing  much 
matter  in  one  sheet  of  paper.  Should  you,  sir, 
be  ptit  to  any  trouble  or  expense,  by  this  trou- 
ble I  give  vou,  by  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  same,  I  will  inatrupt  B.^aa,  Dunshee,  4b  Co», 
to  order  payment  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 


Fi^om  A.  Arbuiknoi  io  the  Honerabie  Ckatlee  Bagei. 


upon 

sOhcUaM«MiBui  iiiccuicjB  ui  me  v/recK.  aaiioD,  adq 

the  deplorable  situation  in  which  they  are  placed 
by  the  wanton  aggressions  of  the  Americans,  I 
trust  your  excellency  will  take  as  a  sufficient 
apology  for  the  present  intrusion. 

In  August  last,  the  head  chief  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  received  a  letter  from  General  Gaines,  of 
which  t  have  taken  the  liberty  of  annexing  your 


exoellency  the  coaients  aa  delivered  me  by  the 
chiefi  head  English  interpreter,  with  King  Hat^ 
chy's  reply  thereto. 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  intended  to 
sound  the  disposition  of  the  chief,  and  ascertain 
the  force  necessary  to  overrun  the  nation ;  for, 
from  then,  until  the  actual  attack  was  made  on 
Fowltown,  the  same  General,  with  General  Jack- 
son, seem  to  have  been  collecting  troops  and  aet- 
tlinff  in  various  quarters. 

If  your  excelleacy  desires  to  have  further  in- 
formation resaecting  the  situation  of  this  country 
and  its  inhaoitanls,  I  can,  from  time  to  time, 
inform  your  excelJeocy  of  such  facts  and  circum* 
stances  as  are  staled  to  me  by  chiefs  of  known 
veracity,  or  which  may  come  under  my  own  ob- 
servation ;  and  your  excellency's  order,  addressed 
to  me  at  New  Providence,  will  either  find  me 
there^  or  be  forwarded  me  to  this  count ry, 
.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

The  following  memorandum  was  oa  the  back 
of  the  foregoing  letter : 

King  Hatchy,  1.000 ;  Boleck,  1,500 ;  Oso  Hatjo 
Cboctawhachy,  500;  Himashy  Miso  Chattchi- 
chy,  500;  at  present  with  HilUsajo  — ;  atpre^ 
ent  under  arms,  1,000  and  more;  Jittacking  those 
Americans  who  have  made  inroads  on  their  ter- 
ritory. 

A  quantity  of  gunpowder,  lead,  muskets,  and 
flints,  sufficient  to  arm  one  tnousaod  or  two  thou* 
sand  meo. 

Muskets,  1,000;  arms  snuller,  if  posssible. 

10,000  flints,  a  proportion  of  rifle  put  up  sep- 
arate. 

50  casks  gunpowder,  a  proportion  for  rifle. 

2,000  knives,  six  to  nine  inch  blade,  good 
quajity* 

1,000  tomahawks. 

100  pounds  Vermillion.  . 

2,000  pounds  lead,  independent  of  ball  for  mus- 
ket. KING  HATCHY, 

BOLBCK. 

Tour  Seminoles  are  very  bad  people ;  I  don't  say 
whom.  You  have  murdered  many  of  my  people, 
and  stolen  my  cattle  and  many  good  horses,  that 
cost  me  money ;  and  mauy  good  houses  that  cost 
me  money  you  have  burnt  for  me ;  and  now,  that 
you  see  my  writing,  you'll  think  I  have  spoken 
right.  I  know  it  is  so;  you  know  it  is  so ;  for 
now  you  may  say  I  will  go  upon  you  at  random  ; 
but  just  giveme  the  murderers,  and  I  will  show 
them  my  law ;  and,  when  that  is  finished  and 
past,  if  you  will  come  about  any  of  my  people, 
you  will  see  your  friends;  and,  if  jou  see  me, 
you  will  see  your  friend.  But  there  is  something 
out  in  the  sea— -a  bird  with  a  forked  tongue— 
whip  him  back  before  he  lands,  for  he  will  be 
the  ruin  of  you  yet.  Perhaps  you  do  not  under- 
stand who  or  what  I  mean— I  mean  the  name  of 
Bnglishman. 
I  tell  you  this,  that  if  ye«  do  not  give  m«  vp 
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•lh«  mordtf^n  who  miird«red  my  people,  I  stf  I 
bare  got  good  strong  warriors,  with  soalping- 
kaiTes  and  tomahawks.  You  harbor  a  great  many 
of  my  black  people  among  you  at  l&bwahoee. 
If  yon  give  me  lea  re  to  go  by  you  against  them; 
I  snail  not  hart  anything  belonging  to  yon* 

OBNERAL  GAINES. 
To  the  Sbmiiiolk  Chief. 

JPWim  King  Baithy  to  Geiural  Gmnt»t  tn  antwer  to 

thefortgoing. 

YoQ  eharge  me  with  killing  yoor  people,  steal- 
ing your  cattle,  and  burning  your  houses ;  it  is  I 
that  have  cause  to  complain  of  the  Americans. 
While  one  American  has  been  justly  killed;  while 
in  the  act  of  stealing  cattle,  more  than  fonr  In- 
dians while  bunting  hare  been  murdered  by  these 
lawless  freebooters.  1  harbor  no  negroes.  When 
the  Englishmen  were  at  war  with  America,  some 
took  shelter  among  them ;  and  it  is  for  yon  white 
people  to  settle  those  things  among  yourselves, 
aad  not  trouble  us  with  what  we  know  nothing 
about*  I  shall  use  force  to  stop  any  armed  Amer- 
icans from  passing  my  towns  or  my  lands. 

KING  HATCHY. 

To  General  B.  P.  Gaines. 

D. 
Note  of  Indian  TaU». 

In  August,  Capp  had  a  letter  from  General 
Oaines,  in  substance  as  annexed,  No.  1 ;  and  re- 
turned the  answer,  as  by  No.  2:  nothing  further 
was  said  on  either  side.  The  end  of  October,  a 
party  of  Americans  from  a  fort  on  Flint  river 
surrounded  Fowhown  during  the  ni|ht,  aod  be- 
gan burning  it.  The  Indians  then  m  it  fled  to 
the  swamp,  and  in  their  flight  had  three  persons 
killed  by  fire  from  the  Americans }  they  rallied 
their  people,  and  forced  the  Americans  to  retire 
sonae  distance,  but  not  before  they  had  two  more 
i>ersons  killed.  The  Americans  built  a  block- 
hoase  or  fort  where  they  had  fallen  back  to,  and 
immediately  sent  to  the  fort  up  the  country  for 
assistance,  stating  the  Indians  were  the  aggres- 
sors; and  also  settled  with  Inhemockio,  for  the 
loss  his  people  had  sofiered;  at  the  same  time 
sending  a  talk  to  King  Haichy,  by  a  head  man, 
Apiny,  that  he  would  put  things  in  such  a  train 
as  to  prevent  further  encroachments,  and  get 
those  Americans  to  leave  the  fort.  But  no  sooner 
was  the  good  talk  given,  and  before  the  bearer  of 
it  returned  home,  than  hundreds  of  Americans 
oame  pouring  down  on  the  Indians,  roused  them 
to  a  sense  of  their  own  danger,  they  flew  to  arms, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  support  them  ever 
since.  It  is  not  alone  from  the  country,  but  by 
Tessels  entering  Appalachicola  river  with  troops, 
and  settlers  are  pouring  Into  the  Indian  territory, 
and,  if  permitted  to  continue,  will  soon  overrun 
the  whole  of  the  Indian  lancls.  From  the  talk 
sent  King  Hatchy,  by  Governor  Mitchell,  I  am 
in  hopes  that  those  aggressions  of  the  Americans 
on  the  Indian  territory  are  not  countenanced  by 
the  American  Government,  bat  originate  with 
men  devoid  of  principle,  wno  set  laws  and  in- 
structions at  defiance,  and  stick  at  no  cruelty 


and  oppression  to  obtain  their  ends.  Against 
such  oppressions  the  American  Government  must 
use  not  only  all  their  influence,  but  if  necessary, 
force,  or  their  names  will  be  handeo  down  to  pos- 
terity as  a  nation  more  cruel  and  savage  co  the 
unfortunate  aborigines  of  this  country,  than  ever 
were  the  Spaniards  in  more  dark  ages  to  the  na- 
tions of  South  America. 

The  English  Government,  as  the  special  pro- 
tectors of  the  Indiau  nations,  and  on  whom  alone 
they  rely  for  assistance,  ought  to  step  forward 
and  save  those  unfortunate  people  from  roia. 
And  as  you,  sir,  are  appointed  to  watch  over  their 
interests,  it  is  my  duty  as  an  Bnallshman,  and 
the  only  one  in  this  part  of  the  Indian  nation,  to 
instruct  yon  of  the  talks  the  chiefs  bring  me  for 
your  information ;  and  I  aioeerely  trust,  sir,  yon 
will  use  the  powers  you  are  vested  with  for  the 
service  and  protection  of  those  unfortunate  people, 
who  look  up  to  you  as  their  saviour.  I  have 
written  General  Mitchell,  who  I  hear  is  an  ex- 
cellent nun,  and,  as  he  acts  as  Indian  agent,  I 
hope  his  influence  will  atop  the  torrent  of  inno- 
vators, and  give  peace  and  quietness  to  the  Creek 
nation. 

I  pray  yoar  excellency  will  pardon  this  intrti- 
sion,  which  nothing  but  the  urgettcy  of  the  ease 
would  have  induced  me  to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  td  be,  yours,  dte. 

A.  Ak 

B. 
From  Coppicki$iUeeo  and  Bomleck  to  Governor  Caei* 


It  is  with  pain  we  are  again  obli^d  to  obtrude 
ourselves  on  your  excellency's  notice,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cruel  war  we  have  been  forced  Into 
by  the  irruptions  of  the  Americans  into  the  heart 
of  our  lands.  It  will  be  first  necessary  to  state  to 
your  excellency,  that  one  head  chief,  Ktnhijah, 
received  a  letter  from  General  Gaines  in  August 
last ;  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  with  the  an- 
swer returned  thereto.  This  letter  only  appears 
to  have  been  a  prelude  to  plans  determined  on  by 
the  said  General  and  General  Jackson,  to  bring 
on  troops  and  settlers  to  drive  us  from  our  lands, 
and  take  possession  of  them;  for.  in  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober, a  party  of  Americans  surrounded  Fowlrown 
during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  began  set- 
ting fire  to  it,  making  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
fly  to  the  swamp,  and  who  in  their  flight  had  three 
persons  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  Americans.  Our 
Indians  raliyin^j,  drove  the  Americans  from  the 
town,  but  in  their  exertions  had  two  more  of  their 
people  killed.  The  Americans  retired  some  dis- 
tance, and  built  a  fort  or  blockhouse  to  protect 
themselves,  until  the  assistance  they  had  sent  for 
to  the  fort  up  the  country  should  arrive.  A  let- 
ter falling  into  the  hands  of  General  Mitchell, 
the  Indian  agent,  which  states  the  Indians  to 
have  been  the  aggressors,  he  suspected  its  truth, 
and,  on  inquiry,  found  it  was  the  reverse;  in  con- 
sequence, he  made  satisfaction  to  Inhioootbia, 
the  chiet  of  Fowltown,  and  his  people,  for  the 
injuries  they  had  sustained :  at  the  same  time,  he 
desired  a  talk  to  be  sent  to  our  head  chief,  stating 
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in  twlfntf  days  he  would  s^nd  and  get  the  Amer- 
jcnne  to  retire  ffom  the  forta.  But  this  hae  bad 
BO  effect  on  the  lawlees  invaders  of  onr  aeil ;  for 
before  the  bearer  df  onr  talks  conld  return  home, 
he  net  hundreds  of  Amerieans  deeeending  on  us, 
Thef  have  also  settlers  and  troops  whioh  eouBe 
from  Mobile,  and  go  up  the  Appalaohieota  rirer. 
Thus,  seeing  no  end  to  those  loioads,  necessity 
•oalpels  tis  to  have  recourse  to  arms ;  and  our 
brethren  are  now  fighiing  for  the  lands  they  in- 
jMrited  from  their  laihecs,  for  their  families  mad 
frieads. 

Bnt  what  will  our  exertions  do  without  assist- 
ance 1  Our  sinews  of  war  are  almost  spent; 
and  harassed  as  we  have  been  for  years^  we  have 
not  been  aUe  to  lay  by  the  means  for  onr  extra- 
ordinary wants;  and  to  whom  oan  we  look  op 
to  for  protection  and  support,  but  to  those  friends 
who  hare  at  all  former  times  held  forth'  their 
hands  to  uphold  us,  and  whoJiate  sworn  in  their 
iate  treaty  with  the  Americans  to  see  onr  Jttst 
rights  and  privileges  reepeeted  and  puoiected  from 
insult  and  aggression  ?  We  now  call  on  your 
excellency,  as  the  representative  of  our  good 
kther  King  Oaorge,  to  send  us  such  aid  in  am- 
iMiniiion  as  we  are  absokiteiy  in  want  of ;  and, 
as  our  brother  chief,  Hillisajo,  was  informed, 
when  in  £ng]and^  that  when  aAtmunition  was 
waibted  to  enable  us  to  protect  onr  just  rights, 
that  your  excellency  would  supply  us  with  what 
was  necessary.  We  hare  applied  to  the  Spanish 
^fAoer  at  the  fort  of  49k.^hla»kii5  but  his  smAil  sop- 
ply  prevented  his  being  able  to  assist  us,  and  we 
have  only  on  your  excellent  to  depend.  We 
likewise,  pray  your  excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  9end  an  omcer  or  person  to  lead  us  Tjgnx,  and 
to  apportion  the  supply  yon  may  be  pleased  to 
send  us  agreeably  to  our  proper  wants. 

In  praying  your  excellency  will  lend  an  ear  to 
•our  4emand,«nd  despatch  it  without  delay,  we 
remain  jfour  excellency's  faithful  and  most  obe- 
dient friends  and  servants, 

CAPPICHIMICCO, 
BOLEOE, 
Jhr  WTHlvet  and  aU  ike  other 
cki^  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation. 

F. 

LaterfremA.ArbuthnetkiCeleneiBdi»ardBineke^ 

Nassad,  N.  p.  Auguet  26, 1817. 

Sin :  Especially  authorized  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nation,  whose  names  I  affix  to  the  present, 
I  am  desired  to  address  you,  that  you  may  lay 
their  complaint  before  His  Majesty's  Government. 
They  desire  it  to  be  made  known  that  thejr  have 
implicitly  followed  your  advice  in  living  friendly 
with  the  Americans  who  were  their  neighbors, 
and  nowise  attempted  to  molest  them,  though, 
Ihey  have  seen  the  Americans  encroach  on  their 
territory,  burning  their  towns,  and  making  fields 
where  tneir  houses  stood.  Rather  than  make 
resistance  they  have  retired  lower  in  the  penin- 
snla.  The  town  of  Eaballaway,  on  the  Chata- 
hoochee,  where  Olismicco  was  chief,  is  one  in- 


atance  of  the  eAerOMhn»onts  of  the  Ametieaon. 
This  town  is  situated  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
Qnines ;  nnd  Micco  waa  desired  to  submit  to  the 
Amerioansor  his  town  would  be  blown  toatomsb 
Rather  than  do  so,  be  retired  and  is  now  living 
in  the  lower  nation.and  his  fields,  and  evon  where 
tbotowaatoodjispto^thed  up  by  the  Americans. 
Thejr  complain  of  the  English  Qovernnaent  ne- 
glecting them,  after  having  drawn  them  into  a 
war  wJth  AmeHea ;  that  you,  ^r,  have  not  kept 
your  promise  of  sending  p^e^^e  to  reside  among 
then ;  and  that  if  they  have  not  some  person  or 
persons  resident  in  thenation  to  watch  over  their 
mtarest,  they  ^ill  sood  be  driven  to  the  exti«m«* 
ity  of  the  pemnsula.  Yon  left  Mr.  Hambly  to 
watoh  over  the  interest  of  the  Creek  nation,  but 
you  had  hardly  left  tin  nation  when  he  turned 
traitor,  and  was  led  by  Forbes  to  take  the  part  of 
the  Americans.  His  letter  to  me,  of  which  I  an* 
nex  you  a  copy,  will  show  you  what  length  he 
could  go  if  he  had  the  means.  It  is  Hambly  and 
Doyle  who, give  the  Indiaas  tXl  the  tronble  tbey 
eaperienae.  They  send  their  emissaries  among 
the  Lower  Creeks,  and  make  them  Mieve-  the 
Co wetas,. aided  bir'ihe  Americans,  are  coming  to 
destroy  them.  Thus  both  >are  put  in  fear,  and 
their  fields  are  neglected,  and  hunting  is  not 
thought  of.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  away  this 
fear,  by  writing  the  chief  of  the  Coweta  towns 
that  they  ought  to  live  on  friendly  terms  with 
their  brethren  of  the  Ipwer  nation,  whose  wishes 
were  to  be, on  good  terms  with  them,  and  not  to 
listen  to  any  Md  talks,  but  to  chase  those  that 
give  them  from  among  them.  My  letter  was  an- 
swered from  them  rather  favorably;  aad  Ihope 
the  talk  that  was  sent  to  the  Big  Warrior  last 
June  will  heal  the  difference  between  them.  Hil- 
lisajo arrived  in  my  schooner  at  the  Ocklockaee 
Sound  last  June,  and  was  well  received  by  all  the 
chiefs  and  others  who  came  to  welcome  him 
home.  In  consequence  of  his  arrival  a  talk  was 
held,  the  substance  of  which  was  put  on  paper  for 
them ;  and  it  was  sent,  with  a  pipe  of  peace,  to 
the  other  nations.  Hillisajo  wished  to  return  to 
Nassau  with  me,  hot  I  prevailed  on  him  to  stay 
in  the  nation,  and  keep  them  at  peace.  I  regret, 
sir,  to  notice  this  poor  man's  aflSiirs,  though,  by 
his  desire,  it  appeared  that  he  arrived  at  Nassaa 
a  short  time  after  I  had  left  it  in  January,  and 
Captain  W.  being  here  took  charge  of  him,  his 
ffoods,  and  money,  prevaiJiof  on  the  Governor  to 
let  him  stay  with  him  until  he  went  down  to  the 
nation,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  do.  Of  the 
money  received  of  Governor  Cameron,  he  had 
only  given  him  eighty  dollars,  by  Captain  W.  a 
barrel  of  sugar,  a  bag  of  coffee,  and  a  small  kes 
of  rum.  And  the  interpreter,  Thugart,  informed 
thjsit  when  Hillisajo  asked  for  an  account.  Cap- 
tain W.  refused  it,  saying  it  would  be  useless  to 
a  man  who  could  not  read.  He  also  misses  two 
cases;  one  of  which  c^mlains,  he  thinks,  crock- 
ery. I  have  made  inquiry  of  His  Majesty's  ord- 
nance storekeeper,  and  he  informs  me  the  whole 
were  delivered  toCsptain  W.;  they  are,  there- 
fore, lost  to  Hillisajo. 
I  am  desired  to  return  Hillisajo's  warmest  ac» 
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teowMf i«cois  fpr  4be  *y^j  lMui4Mme  iiiiiiiii«r 
ypv  treated  bin  in  Englaiid,  and  he  beAs  bis 
prayer  umf  be  hiid  at  tbefoat  of  His  Royal  Hiab- 
nesa  vbe  Priace  Eegeat. .  I  left  bim  and  all  lus 
family  welloD  ibe20tb  Juae.  Old  Capf^icbimMoo 
desires  lae  io  send  bis  best  respects,  a  ad  r^iiests 
that  yoa  will  seod  oat  aovie  people  to  live  amonff 
tbaniyaiidall  tbe  UihI  tbey  took  from  Forbes  sball 
be  tbeirs;  at  all  events,  tbey  must  hafe  ao  agent 
Mioi^g  tfaem  to  see  that  tbe  Americans  adbere  io 
tbe  treaty,  and  permit  tbem  to  live  unmolested 

00  tbeir  awn  laAds.  Tbis  ^ent  should  be-iau- 
tlionzed  by  HisMajeaty'sGroveroment^or  he  will 
not  be  attended  to  by  tb«  Americans.  In  the 
ffa«elle«Df  Oforgia  tbe  Americans  report  the  Sem- 
inole Indians  are  continaaliv  committing  mur- 
ders on  tbeir  borders,  and  makin|f  incursions  into 
tbe  State.  These  are  fabrications,  tendipg  to 
irritate  tbe  American  Qoyernment  against  tbe 
poor  Indians ;  for,  dart»g  the  time  I  was  in  tbe 
MCion,  there  was  only  one  American  kiiled,  aod 
lie  with  two  others  were  in  the  act  of  driving  •off 
catiie  bek»ngiog  to  Bowlegs,:  chief  of  Sowanee ; 
whereas,  three  men.  and  a  boy  were  killed  last 
Jane  by  a  party  of  Amirieaa  cattle  atealersjwh^ile 
in  their  httntinc  aamps;  the  boy  ibey  scalped, 
aod  one  of  Bewlsffs'  head  men  was  killed  in  Bt. 
loiui's  river,  in  July.  The  baekwood  Oeorgiaas, 
jMid  those  resident  on  the  borders  of  the  Indian, 
nation,  are  eonlinnaUy  entering  it<-aDd  driyiag 
off  cattle.  They  have,  in  some  instances,  made 
settJAments,aad  particalarly  on  tihe  GhootiMiatchy 
river,  where  a  conaiderable  number  have  de- 
scended. 

By  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  (ha  Amcri- 
oans  wereio give  op  to  the  ladiaas  ail  the  lands 
that  may  iiave  been  taken  from  them  during  tbe 
war,  and  place  tbem  on  the  same  footing  they 
were  in  1811.  It  appears  they  have  not  done  so ; 
that  Fact  Gaines,  on  tbe  Chatahoochee,  aad 
Gamp  Crawford,  on  t  he  Flint  river,  are  both  on 
ladiaa  terrftory,  that  was  not  in  possession  of 
America  in  1611.  They  are  fearful  that,  before 
any  aid  is  given  by  tbe  English  Government,  tiny. 
will  no  longer  be  in  poascBsion  of  any  territory., 

1  wrote  last  January  to  his  elteelleiicy  the  honor* 
aUc  Charles  Bagot,  respecting  tbe  encroachmaDts 
of  the  Amerieans,  as  I  was  informed,  by  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  right  honorable  Earl 
Batharat,  handed  me  by  his  excellency  Governor 
Canaeron,  that  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  ImkI 
received  orders  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
Indians.  Since  my  return  here  I  have  repcived 
of  Mr.  Moodie,  of  Charleston,  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  bonorable  Charles  Bagot,  that  (he 
expense  of  postage  is  so  considerable,  any  further 
oommnnioatioBs  of  the  same  nature  must  be  sent 
him  by  private  hands.  Now,  sir,  as  no  person 
goes  from  tbis  direct  to  Washington^  how  am  I 
to  be  able  to  compty  with  his  desire  ?  Thus  he 
will  be  kept  ig]ioran(  of  the  situation  of  the  poor 
Indiana,,  aod  tbe  eneroachments  daily  made  on 
tlieir  lands  by  the  American  settlers,  while  he 
may  be  told  by  the  American  Government  that 
no  eacroaabments  have  been  made,  and  tiiat  the 
forta  (hey  siilLhoid  are  necessary  to  check  the 


uamly  Seminoles.  Thus  tbe  person  appoiotiHl 
to  watch  over  the  interest  of  the  Indians  having 
no  other  means  of  information  than  from  i^ 
parties  interested  in  tbeir  destructiooy  and  seei|ig| 
from  time  to  tisB^e,  in  tbe  American  ^aaettes,  ac- 
counts of  cruel  murders,  4be^cDmmitred  by  the 
Indians  on  (be  frontier  settlements  of  the  United 
States,  he  ajp^rebends  the  Indians  merit  all  the 
Americans  do  to  them. 

Bat  let  His  Migesty's  Government  appoint  aa 
agent,  with  full  powers  to  correspond  with  His 
Majesty's  Ambasiador  at  Washioffton,  aad  hie 
eyes  will  then  be  opened;  as  to  the  tne  motives  of 
that  influence,  American  individuals  as  well  as 
tbe  Government,  in  vilifying  the  Indians, 

Tbe  power  given  me,  and  the  iostructione, 
were  to  memorialize  His  Majesty's  Governmen(i 
as  well  as  the  Governor  General  at  Havana ;  b«t 
if  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  tbis  letter  before  His 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  Stait^  it  will  save  tbe  aa- 
cessity  of  tbe  first ;  and  I  fear  that  a  Aiemorial  to 
tbe  Governor  General  would  be  of  no  use. 

Referring  you  to  the  answer,  I  am.:^. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  £bwabd  NioBOLiia. 

6. 

'From  A,  Arbuiknoi  io  WUUam  Uamhly, 

OcKLooKNEB  SouND,  Moy  3y  1817. 

Sib  :  On  my  rctaro  hooie,  this  day,  I  teeeived 
a  letter  signed  by  you,  and  dated  28d.  March.  Aa 
you  (herein  take  the  liberty  of  advising  me,  aayoK 
aoy,  by  order  of  tbe  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,'  I 
am  glad  of,  and  shall  embrace  this  opening  yoa 
gave  mc,  and  reply  to  you  at  some  length;  and, 
sir,  let  me  premise  that,  when  you  11? ed  at  Pros- 
pect Bluff,  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  ^  Co.,  yea 
did  not  consider  Cappiohimiceo,  McQtUeen,  or 
any  other  of  the  chiets  of  the  lower  aatloo,  aa 
outlaws.  Bor  have  (hey  ever  bceo  considered  aa 
such  by  the  EagUsh  Government,  who  are  the 
espeoial  protectors  of  the  ladiaa  nation  ;  and  At 
ill  bccomea  Mr.  Hambly  to  call  Cappichitnicco 
an  outlaw,  (bat  man  who  has  ever  been  his  friend, 
a<d  by  his  authority  has  prolonged  his  life.  Yet, 
sir,  tbe  youns  chiefs  and  warrioraef  the  Creek 
nation,  considering  you  as  (be  ohief  cause  of  their 
troubles,  would  have  long  ere  this  bad  possessioii 
of  you,  and  perhaps  with  your  life  made  you  pay 
the  forfeit  for  the  injuries  heaped  on  •  them,  had 
aot  that  maa,  who  has  been  your  friend  from  inour 
carlyr  youth,  stepped  ia  as  your  protector.  Yes; 
this  is  the  man  who  Mr.  Hambly  presumes  to  call 
an  outlaw.  A  pardoned  villain,  when  geing  to 
the  gallow&  would  bless  the  hand  that  saved  his 
life ;  but  Mr  Hambly  blasphemes  bis  saviour.  > 

As  Mr.  Hambly's  generous  friend  is  tbe  prin- 
cipal cause  6f  my  being  in  this  country,  as  an 
hpnest  man  1  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  my  promise 
tohimatidtiie  other  chiefii.  The  guilty  alone  haviB 
fear ;  an  honest  and  upright  man  dreads  no  dan- 
ger, fears  no  evil,  as  he  commits  no  ill ;  and  yonr 
arm  of  justice  ought  to  be  applied  where  it  would 
rightly  fall  on  tbe  heads  of  the  really  guilty.  Your 
mean  and  vile  insinuations,  that  have  been  the 
cause  of  thefts  and  murders,  come  ill  from  htm 
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who  hubeen  i  be  caase  of  the  murder  of  handreda. 
Though  your  u^age  was  made  villanous  at  the 
fort,  yet  your  reveuflfe  was  too  sarage  and  saDgoin- 
arjT.  If  your  eooduct,  sir,  to  the  Indians  were 
^ided  by  as  pure  motires  as  mine,  you  woutd 
endeavor  to  influence  them,  and  respect  each 
^tber  as  brothers,  and  lire  in  harmony  and  friend* 
•hip,  cultiirating  their  lands  in  Summer,  and  tak* 
ing  their  diversions  of  hunting  in  Winter,  respect- 
ing their  neighbors,  and  making  yourselves 
respected  by  them.  If  thus,  sir,  you  would  act, 
(and  by  your  knowledge  of  their  language  you 
bare  much  more  in  your  power  than  any  other 
man.)  you  would  then  be  the  true  frtend  of  the 
Indiana.  Were  1  an  instigator  of  thefts  and  mur- 
der, would  I  bold  the  language  I  have  done  to  the 
chiefs  and  others  who  have  called  on  me?  Ask 
the  lieutenant  eommanding  ^t  Fort  Gbines,  if  my 
letter  to  him  breathed  the  strains  of  murder? 
Aak  Opy  Hatchy,  or  Deny,  his  interpreter,  if  the 
fecommendatory  note  I  sent  him  by  order  of 
Apiny,  could  be  written  by  an  instigator  of  mur- 
der ?  Aak  Apiny  himself  if  my  language  to  him 
was  that  of  a  murderer?  Ask  Ma ppal itchy,  a 
chief  residing  among  the  Americans  on  Oakmul- 

Sie,  if  my  language  and  advice  to  him  favored 
at  of  a  murderer?  All  those  and  every  Indian 
who  has  heajd  my  talks,  will  contradict  your  vile 
assertions. 

But  Mappalitchy  baa  fiveo  me  a  clue  by  which 
I  can  unravel  from,  whence  the  aspersiona  come, 
not  from  Apiny,  Hatchy,  or  any  of  the  chiefii  of 
the  upper  towns,  but  from  him  who  endeavors  to 
lead  tnem  to  mischief  and  quarrels  with  each 
other. 

Did  not  the  chiefs  hear  my  note  read  with  re^ 
apect,  and  perfectly  accord  in|r  to  my  sentiments 
oif  being  aU  as  brethren,  uniting  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship  and  love  ?  Did  not  they  agree  to  smoke 
the  pipe  of  peace  with  their  brethren  of  the  lower 
nation,  and  live  in  future  as  brothers  ?  What 
made  some  of  them  alter  their  minds  afterwards? 
The  interference  of  a  humane  man,  who  counsels 
tbem  to  write  me,  demanding  my  removal  from 
a  band  of  onilawa,  and  which  letter  is  aigned 
«  William  Hambly." 

I  shall  only  make  one  more  observation,  and 
that  will  show  from  whence  I  came,  and  whether 
I  oame  among  the  Indians  as  a  revenger  or  as  the 
friend  of  paace  and  harmony. 

In  the  Spring  of  1816,  Mr.  Hambly  sent  Qov- 
ernor  Cameron  a  letter,  containing  talks  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Indian  nations ^  they  were  forward- 
«ed  to  England,  and  h\s  eiceilency  handed  me,  on 
my  leavinff  Providence,  an  answer  thereto  from 
the  right  nonorable  £arl  Bathurst,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  chief  Secretaries  of  State,  that  I  might 
make  the  same  known  to  the  chiefs  on  nay  arrival 
in  the  nation.  What  will  Qovernor  Cameron 
think  of  the  man  who.  in  1816,  could  write  against 
the  encroachments  or  the  Americana  on  the  In- 
dian nation,  and,  in  the  Spring  of  1817,  call  the 
chiefs  of  that  nation,  for  whom  he  more  especially 
wrote,  outlaws?  Mr.  Hambly  may  sell  hiaser- 
vices  to  America;  but  no  man  can  expatriate 
himself  from  thatallegianceduetohis  nativecoun- 


try$  and  a  government  may  call  on  afrieiHllf 
nation  to  give  up  a  subject  that  has  serioasly 
wronged  her.  I  recommend  Mr.  HamMy  to 
be  content  with  the  douceur  he  may  have  re- 
ceived, and  permit  the  unlettered  Indian  to  liv^ 
quietly  and  peaceably  on  his  native  land. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter,  with  the  one 
from  you,  to  be  rend  by  the  chiefs  of  this  nation, 
and  shall,  at  the  same  time,  take  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  myself  more  fully  than  I  did  in  the 
note  sent  by  Apiny. 

Wishing  you  a  speedy  recantation  ^  your  er- 
rors, and  a  return  to  your  foroaer  way  of  thinking, 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

H. 

Letter  from  A,  Arbutknot  to  the  Gwemar  qf 

ffavwutLm 

The  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  whose  namce 
are  hereunto  annexed,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
excellency,  and  represent  their  complaints;  Loag 
imposed  on  by  the  persona  keeping  stores  in  this 
country,  in  charging  us  exorbitant  prices  for  their 
goods,  while  they  only  allow  us  a  very  trifling 
one  for  our  peltry,  we  have  found  it  necessary  to 
lookout  for  a  person  that  will  deal  fairly  with 
us,  and  we  wish  to  establiah  a  store  for  him  on 
Appalachicola  river.  We  have  made  application 
to  the  commander  of  St.  Mark's,  and  he  referred 
us  to  your  excellency.  It  is  not  alone  the  impo- 
sition that  has  been  practised  upon  ua,  that  has 
made  us  presume  to  address  your  excellency ;  we 
have  complaints  of  a  more  serious  nature  against 
the  persons  employed  by  the  only  house  that  has 
been  established  among  us,  that  of  Mr.  Forbes. 

In  the  flrst  place,  some  years  back,  under  fabe 
pretences,  they  attempted  to  rob  us  of  a  very  large 
portion  of  our  best  lands ;  and  we  the  more  read- 
ily acceded  to  it,  from  the  faithful  promise  given 
us  that  they  would  get  English  people  to  settle 
it.  and  live  among  us,  but,  far  from  doing  ihta, 
Mi«  Forbes  attempted  to  sell  it  to  the  American 
Government,  and  settle  it  with  Americans.  Thus 
finding  ourselves  deceived  and  imposed  on,  we 
withdrew  our  grant  about  three  years  since, 
whtchj  from  the  stipulations  contained  therein 
nol  being  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Forbes,  we 
conceived  W£  had  a  riffht  to  do.  Secondly,  Mr. 
Doyle  and  Mr.  Hambly,  the  two  persons  left  in 
the  nation  to  carry  on  Mr.  Forbes's  business, 
have,  for  more  than  two  years,  been  endeavoring 
to  influence  us  to  join  the  Americans ;  and  fin<f 
ing  that  fair  means  would  not  $ecure  us  from  our 
attachments  to  our  ancient  friends  the  English, 
they  have  recently  had  recourse  to  threau  ot 
bringing  the  Americans  down  Upon  us ;  and  that 
people  only  want  a  pretext  to  attack  us,  which 
the  said  Doyle  and  Hambly  attempt  to  give 
them,  by  spreading  false  reporta  of  our  murdering 
the  Americans,  stealing  their  cattle,  and  preparing 
for  war  against  them,  while,  in  fact,  it  is  the 
Americans  who  murder  our  red  brethren,  steal 
our  cattle  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  and  are  daily 
encroaching  on  our  lands,  and  maintaining  the 
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•atdcn  IB  their  iU^gotcaii  poasewioiis  hj  armed 
force. 

Oo  the  Cboetabatchy  river  there  «re  a  large 
body  of  Amerieanii  forming  settlementt,  aad  more 
are  daily  joioiDg  them.  As  this  river  is  far  withio 
4hat  lioe  markM  oot  by  your  excellency's  Gov- 
womeBt  aod  the  Americans,  aome  years  since, 

t although  that  line  was  unknown  to  us  until  very 
iiely,  and  we  never  gave  our  sanction,  nfor^  in 
faet,  knew  of  any  sale  of  our  lands  made  to  the 
Americans,)  we  trust  your  excellency  will  give 
order  to  displace  them  from  within  the  line,  and 
aead  them  back  to  their  own  country.  Oar  de* 
laying  to  address  your  excellency  to  represent  the 
foremen tioned  grievances  has  been  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  person  to  attend  to  our  talks,  and  put 
them  in  writine  for  us.  The  commander  of  the 
fort  at  St.  Mark's  has  heard  all  of  our  talks  and 
complaints.  He  approves  of  what  we  have  done 
and  what  we  are  doing;  and  it  is  bv  his  rbcom- 
mendation  we  have  thus  presumed  to  address 
your  excellency. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

His  Exc'y  the  Qovsbnob  Gsnbbal,  dbc. . 

No.  1. 

Power  ofatiorheif  fiom  the  Indian  chief  $  to  A,  ulr- 

buthnoi. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  chiefs 
of  the  Creek  nation,  whose  names  are  affixed  to 
this  power,  having  full  faith  and  confidence  in 
Alexander  Arbuthnot,  of  New  Providence,  who^ 
knowing  all  our  talks^  is  fully  acquainted  with 
our  intentions  and  wishes,  do  hereby,  by  these 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  him,  the  said 
Alexander  Arbuihnot,  our  attorney  and  agent, 
with  full  power  and  authority,  to  act  for  us,  and 
in  our  names,  in  all  affairs  relating  to  our  nation, 
and  also  to  write  such  letters  and  papers  as  to 
him  may  appear  necessary  and  proper  for  our 
benefit  and  that  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Given  at  Ocklocknee  Sound,  in  the  Creek 
nation,  this  seventeenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

1  Cappachimico,  his  x  mark. 

2  Inhimathlo,  his  x  mark. 

3  Charle  Tustonaky,  his  x  mark. 

4  Otusmico^  his  x  mark. 

5  Ocbacona  Tustonoky,  his  x  mark. 

6  Imathluche,  his  x  mark. 

7  Inhimatchluchy,  his  x  mark. 

8  Lahoe  Inhamatchlo,  his  x  mark. 

9  Hourathee  Micbo,  bis  x  mark. 

10  Hillisajo,  his  x  mark. 

11  Tamuches  Haho,  his  x  mark. 

12  Opothlimico,  his  x  mark. 
Witness :         Peteb  Shuqebt,  hUerpreUr. 

Certified  expUtnaUon  of  names  and  iawne  td^  which 
the  foregoing  ehiefe  ielong,  agreeably  to  thp  fUf m- 
bers  set  oppoeite  thereto^ 

1.  Kinhigee,  chief  of  Mickaaukey. 
3.  Inbcmothlo,  chief  of  FowltowB. 
3.  Charle  Tuatonofcy,  second  chief  of  Oak- 
mnjgee  Tows. 


4.  Chief  on  theConboloway,  below  Fort  Gaines. 

5.  Oponey.  chief  of ^ the  OaJtmuigee  Towns. 

6.  Chief  of  rhe  Atlapalgas. 

7.  Chief  of  the  Pallatchacoley. 

8.  Chief  of  the  Chehaws. 

9.  Chief  of  the  Red  Sticks. 

10.  Francis,  (the  prophet.) 

11.  Peter  Mcdueen,  chief  of  the  Tallahosses, 
(an  old  Red  Stick.) 

12.  A  Red  Stick,  created  chief  by  the  lower 
towns.    ^ 

duestion  by  the  court.  Have  you,  at  any  time 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  heard  any  conver- 
sation between  the  prisoner  and  the  chief  called 
Bowlegs,  relating  to  the  war  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Seminoles? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  prisoner  tell  Bowlegs  that 
he  had  sent  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  ex* 
pected  soon  to  have  an  answer.  Some  time  after- 
wards, some  of  the  negroes  doubted  his  carrying 
those  letters,  when  the  prisoner  stated  that  he 
had,  but  the  distance  being  great,  it  would  take 
some  time  to  receive  an  answer. 

By  .the  court.  State  to  the  court  when  and 
where  you  first  saw  the  letter  signed  "  A.  Arbuth- 
not,'' dated  April  2, 1818,  referred  to  in  the  first 
specification  of  the  second  charge. 

Answer.  About  the  6th  of  April,  a  black  man, 
who  said  he  had  received  it  from  an  Indian,  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Ambrister,  whom  I  saw  reading  it. 

duestion  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  by  what 
means  that  letter  was  coaveyed  to  Suwanee? 

Answer.  I  understood  by  an  Indian  who  woa 
sent  from  Fort  ou  Mark's. 

dueation  by  the  court.  Who  paid  the  Indian 
for  carrying  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  last  in* 
terrogatory  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

duestion  by  the  court.  What  steps  were  taken 
by  the  aegroes  and  Indians  on  the  receipt  of  the 

letter? 

Answer.  They  first  believed  the  bearer  to  bean 
enemy,  and  confined  him ;  but,  learning  the  con- 
trary, began  to  prepare  for  the  enemy,  and  the 
removal  of  their  families  and  effects  ocroas  the 
river.    The  Indiana  lived  on  the  opposite 'side. 

dueation  by  the  court.  Did  the  Indians  aad 
negroes  act  together  in  the  performance  of  mill* 
tary  duty  1 

Answer.  No;  but  they  always  said  they  would 
fight  together. 

duestion  by  the  court.  Did  not  Nero  command 
the  blacks,  and  did  not  Bowlegs  own  Nero  $  and 
was  not  the  latter  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Bowlegs? 

Answer.  Nero  commanded  the  blacks,  and  wa« 
owned  and  commanded  by  Bowlegs;  but  theie 
were  some  negro  captains  who  obeyed  none  bat 
Nero. 

duestion  by  the  court.  What  vessel  brought  to 
Suwanee  the  ammunition  which  you  said  was 
sold  by  the  prisoner  to  the  Indians  and  negroes? 

Answer.  The  schooner  Chance,  now  lytng  at 
this  wharf.  She  is  a  foretopsail  vessel,  beloa^ 
iug  to  the  prisoner. 
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TItt  wttiMw  ilso  idtolified  die  inanotciri|it  of  (he 
pritoaer  on  tbe  foUo^tng^octtiiMiiU,  rks :  No.  1, 
mating  him  full  powm  to  aet  in  all  ensot  for  ihe 
Indians,  as  recorded  before;  and  also  a  ietter, 
withoQt  signature,  to  the  Governor  of  Bl  Au- 
gustine, numbered  S;  and  fiutber,  a  letter,  with- 
out date,  to  Mr.  Mitobeil,  tbo  [odaan  aijeat,  nma- 
barad'd;  an  Uttaigned  petition  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Lower  Creek  nation  to  Governor  Cameron,  pray* 
ing  bis  aid  in  men  and  mnnitiono  of  war  nnm- 
bered  4 ;  all  of  which  the  witness  stated  to  be  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  prisoner* 

No.  2. 

IJSuji^p^sed  to  be  fnm  Bowkfi  to  the  Governor  of  St, 

Auguittne.2 

But :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yoor  letter 
of  September,  bat  the  impossibiiitf  of  finding  a 
person  lo  write  an  answer  to  tht  same  is  tbeoanse 
of  thia  apparent  neglect. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  ap  a  good  under* 
atandtag  and  coffrcapondenee  with  yon ;  and  hope 
yon  win,  when  oeeaaion  offers^  advise  meof  aoch 
ibioga  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  people. 
My  warriors  and  others  that  go  to  St.  Angastine, 
letnrn  with  false  reports,  tending  to  harass  and 
distress  my  people,  and  preventing  them  from 
auondiog  to  their  usoal  avocations.  At  one 
tiraa,  the  Amerieana  and  Upper  Indians,  support* 
ed  bjr  a  force  of  aboat  three  thouaaod  men,  were 
nmniog  lines  far  witlrin  tb«  Indian  territory ;  at 
another  time,  are  collecting  a  force  at  Fort 
littchell,  in  the  forks  of  Flint  abd  Chaiahoochee 
riversy  to  fall  on  the  towns  below. 

Now,  air,  we  know  of  no  reason  the  Ameridans 
oan  have  to  attaokus,  an  inoffensive  and  onof* 
fending  people.  We  have  none  of  their  slaves ; 
we  have  taken  none  of  their  property  aiace  the 
AnMricans  made  pence  with  onr  good  fatiter. 
King  George.  We  have  followed  the  orders  or 
his  officer  that  was  with  us,  Lieut.  Colonel  fid* 
ward  Nicbolis,and  in  nowise  molested  ibe  Amer- 
icans, thoagh  we  daily  see  ttiem  encroaching  on 
nor  territory,  stealing  our  eaule,  and  mnrdering 
and  oarrying  off  oar  ^ple.  That  same  officer 
also  cold  ns,  we,  as  allies  to  the  great  King,  our 
father,  were  included  in  the  treaty  of  pMce  be- 
tween; our  good  father  and  the  Americans ;  and 
that  the  latter  were  to  give  up  all  the  territory 
Ibat  bad  been  uken  fromns  before  and  during 
the  war.  Yet,  so  far  from  complying  with  the 
ninth  avtiole  of  that  treaty,  they  are  daily  making 
cnereachments  on  oor  land,  getting  persons,  who 
are  not  known  to  the  chiefs,  and^  without  any 
power  or  authority,  to  grant  and  sign  orer  lands 
to  them.  Thus  they  deceive  the  world,  and 
make  onr  very  Itiends  believe  we  are  in  league 
with  them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation,  with  the 
iKad  warrior,  assembled  at  my  town  on  the  8th 
instant^  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  informing 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Americans  and  the  officers  of  their 
0«vernment  towards  us.  It  has  been  done  ac- 
cordingly, and  copies  sent  to  Bngland. 


Wa  deaaand  of  the  (King,  onr  fathnr,  to  fis  aona 

of  hfs  people  among  us,  who  may  inform-  hito, 
from  time  to  time,  of  i^rbat  is  passing,  and  see 
the  Americans  do  not  eitend  themselves  on  nvr 
lands. 

The  Spanish  anbjeets  in  the  Floridns  are  coo 
muoh  in  the  interests  of  the  Ameridans  to  be  onr 
friends.  'For  the  Governors,  I  shall  always  en^ 
tertatn  the  greatest  regard ;  bat  for  the  people^ 
they  do  not  aet  ao  as  to  merit  any  esteem  wad 
protection.  You  desire  I  wonld  obaee  those  naar 
raoders  who  steal  my  oaule.  My  people  have 
lately  driven  some  Amerionas  from  Lahhewajr. 
and  I  hnve  no  doubt  the  Americans  will  lay  hold 
of  Ms  as  a  preteat  to  make  war  on  us,  as  they 
have  before  4one,  ia  stating  we  harbor  their  ron- 
away  slaves. 

To  Don  JosB  CoppiMosa, 

tJhvemor  of  St,  AugUMtim. 

No.  3. 

Sir:  King  Hatch  v,  the  head  chief  of  the  Lower 
Creek  nation,  has  called  on  me  to  request  I  would 
represent  to  you  the  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct 
of  the  American  people  living  on  the  borders  ot 
the  Indian  nation,  and  which  he  was  in  hopes, 
froih  a  talk  you  were  pleased  lo  send  him  some 
weeks^since,  would  have  been  put  a  stop  to,  and 
peace  restored  between  the  Indians  and  the  Amer- 
ican people ;  but,  far  from  any  stop  being  pot  to 
their  inroads  and  encroachments,  they  are  pour* 
ing  in  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  not  only  from  the 
land  side,  but  asicending  the  Appalaebicola  in 
vessel-loads.  Thus,  the  Indians  nave  befen  cohh 
pelled  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  their  homes  from 
a  set  of  lawless  invaders. 

Your  known  phiianthropv  and  good-will  to  the 
Indians  induces  the  head  chiefs  to  hope  that  you 
will  lose  no  time  in  using  your  influence  to  put 
a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their  lands  and  order 
that  those  who  bare  already  presumed  to  sent 
our  fields  may  retire  therefrom. 

The  Indians  hkve  seized  two  persons  they  think 
have  been  greatly  instrumental  in  bringing  the 
Americans  upon  them,  and  they  are  now  in  their 
possession  as  prisoners.  It  is  even  reported  they^* 
have  made  sales  of  Indian  lands  without  the 
knowledge,  consent,  or  approbation,  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  nation ;  and,  from  their  long  residence  ta 
the  nation,  and  the  great  influence  one  of  those 
people  formerly  enjoyed  among  the  chiefs  as  their 
chiefs  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  he  has  been 
guilty  of  improper  conduct  to  the  Indian  nation. 

Gen.  Mitchell,  Ag^tfor  Indian  ^ffain. 

No.  4. 

Petition  4/  tike  chiefs^/  the  Lower  Creek  natim  to 

Governor  Cotneron, 

We,  the  undersigned,  are  deputed  by  the«liiefs 
of  the  Creek  nation  to  wait  on  your  excellency, 
and  lay  before  you  their  heavv  complaints. 

To  the  Bogliafa  we  have  always  looked  up  as 
friends,  as  proteetors,  and  on  themwanow  cafl  to 
aid  us  in  repeilinff  the  approaehea  of  the  Ameri* 
cans,  who,  regardless  of  treaties,  are  -dally  sakeing 
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onouf  la»^«iid9obbtti9«erpMHM^«  Tli^hftrt 
•Irtvdy  bnili  seven  forts  on  our  laod ;  they  tre 
flialBMig  roft^B  «ftd  raniMog  lines  into  tlie  very 
betrt  of  our  eeuniry ;  aftd,  witbout  the  interfe*' 
renee  of  the  English,  we  shall  sooo  be  driven 
frooi  the  land  we  inherited  feom  o«r  forefathers. 
The  Amefficans  tell  as  the  Bnglith  will  regard 
«s  no  9aore,  and  we  had  better  sobmit  to  them: 
hot  we  oa»not  sabmit  to  ihetr  shaeUeS)  and  will 
rather  die  in  defence  of  oar  coanlry. 

When  peaoe  w^  made  between  ihe  JSngUsh 
and  Americans,  we  were  told  byLiettteDaat  Col* 
onei-NiehoUs  taat  Uie  Amertoaas  were  to  give  np 
oar  lands  they  hsd  taken  from  us,  and  we  a^re 
desired  to  live  quietly  «ad  aeaeeahly,  in  nawise 
molesting  the  Americans.    »We  have  stf  ioily  fol* 
lowed  those  orders,  bat  the  Aasericaas  have  not 
complied  with  the  treaty.    Colonel  Nieholls  left 
Mr.  HamUy  in  .charge  of  the  fort  at  Prospect 
Bluff,  with  orders  to  hear  as  if  any  eaose  of  com- 
plaints, and  represent  the  same  to  the  British 
Goveroiment.;  bat  he  tttuned  traitor  aad  brought 
the  Asiericansdowa  on  theforty.which  was  blown 
op,  and  many  of  our  red  brethren  destroyed  in  it. 
Yhe  ammumtion  stores  intended  for  our  use  were 
either  destroyed  or  laben  off  by  the  Amerieaas. 
We  have  sent  several  messengers  to  iaform  your 
exeellenoy  of  these  proeeediags  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, but  they  have  never  returned  to  as  with  an 
answer.    Three  of  our  reds  brethren  have  lately 
been  killed  by  the  Atteridans  while  hunting  on 
our  laods,  and  they  threaten  to  attack  the  towns 
of  Mickasukey  and  Suwaoee,  the  only  two  large 
towns  left  us  in  the  Credk  aatioii ;  and  withodt 
aid  from  your  ezceHeaay,  we  eaaaot  rep4l  their 
attack. 

We  are  tberefoYe  deputed. to  demand  of  your 
exoelleocy  the  assistance  of  iraaas  and  ammani- 
tiooi  that  we  may  beable  effeotaally  to  repel  the  at- 
tack of  the  Americans,  and  pre7<en^  their  farther 
aiMiioacbmeflt^  f  and,  if  we  retom  without  assist- 
ance, the  Ameribansj  who  have  their  spies  among 
0*1  will  the  more  qoickiy  come  opon  us. 

We  most  humbly  pray  your  ^eellency  will 
send  such  a  force  as  will  be  respected  and  make 
us  respectable. 

[The  folhwing  endoned  on  the  foregoing. 2 

Charles  Cameron,  Esq., 

Governor,  Chmmander-in  chief ^  (f>c    - 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  ezeellency  the 
necessity  of  my  again  returning  to  the  Indian 
nation  with  the  deputies  from  the  chiefs ;  and,  as 
my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  defrayed  by 
permission  to  •  take  goods  to  dispose  of  among 
them,  I  pray  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
grant  me  such  a  letter  or  licease  as  will  prevent 
me  from  being  captured^  in  case  of  meetmg«ny 
Spanish  cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

The  conrt  adjoaraed  to  aaeet  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  7  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Mark's,  AprUTTT,  1818. 

The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present : 
Major  General  E.  P.  GAUtas,  Preaideni. 


iliifw&sia. 

Colonel  Kingf  Colonel  Dyer, 

Coh»ei  WitlialBs,  Lieot.  Col.  Lindsay, 

Lieot.  Col.  Olbaon,  Lieut  Col.  Elliott, 

Msjor  Muhlenburg,  Msjor  Fenning, 

Major  Montgomery,  Msjor  Miaten, 

Cafitain  ¥ashon.  Captain  Crittenden. 
Lieutenant  J.  M.  Glasseli,  Recorder. 

When  the  further  examination  of  the  witness, 
Peter  B.  Cook,  took -place,  viz: 

Ctucstion  by  the  prisoner.  How  king  have  yoa 
been  acquainted  with  the  settlements  on  the  Sab- 
wabnee  ? 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven' months. 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  For  what  term  of 
years  did  you  engage  to  live  with  the  prisoner  ? 

Answer.  For  no  staled  period  s  I  ^was  ^taken  by 
the  year. 

Question  by  the  prisoner. .  Were  you  not  dis* 
charged  by  the  prisoner  from  his  employ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  had  ao  further  use 
for  me  after  I  bad  written  the  letters  to  Provi^ 
dsnoe^ 

Qwsiioo.  Where  did  you  stay  after  you  were 
disehacged? 

Answer.  I, stayed  in  a  small  boose  belo^giqg 
to  a  boy  called  6t.  John,  ander  the  protectioa  of 
Nero. 

Ctuestion.  What  was  the  sabjeot* matter  of  the 
letters  yoa-  wrote  to  Providence  7     « 

Answer.  After  being  refused  1^  the  prisoner  a 
small  venture  to  Providence,  I  wrote  lo  my  friends 
for  the  means  to  trade  by  myself. 

Ctaestton  bv  the  prisoner.  Do. you  believe  the 
prisoner  had  knowledge  of  the  venture  being  on 
board  the  schooner  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  did }  it  was  small, 
and  in  my  trunk. 

doestion  by  the  prisoner.  Do  yoa  know  that 
Ambrister  was  the  agsnjt  of  the  .prisoner  7 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

duestion.  Do  you  think  that  the  powder  and 
lead  shipped  would  more  than  supply  the  Indian 
and  negro  hunters  ? 

Answer.  I, did  not  see  the  powder  and  lead 
myself,^  but  was  told  by  Bowlegs  that  he  had  a 
great  fuantity;  he  had  them  keeping  to  fight 
with. 

Question •  Did  the  Indians  reside  oa  the  east 
side  of  the  river  7 — Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  You  were  asked  if  the  negroes  and 
Indians,  when  the  letter  marked  A  was  comma-- 
nicatedj  did  not  take  up  arms.  .  Had  they  re- 
ceived information  of  the  defeat  of  th^  Indians  at 
Mickasuky  nrior  to  that  time? 

Answer. lit  was  afterwards^  I  believe,  thay  re- 
ceived the  iolbrmation. 

Question.  Did  not  Bowlegs  keep  other  pawder 
than  that  got  from  the  prisoner  7 

Answer.  He  had  some  he  got  from  the  bluff, 
which  was  nearly  done;  he  said  his  hunters  were 
always  bothering  him  about  powder. 

duestion.  Did  you  state  that,  at  the  time  Am- 
brister ascended  the  river,  ihcie  was  ao  other 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river? 
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Answer.  There  w««  none  other  there;  there 
was  one  had  sailed. 

CluestioD.  There  is  a  letter  A  spoken  of;  how 
do  you  know  that  the  son  of  the  prisoner  bad  that 
letter  in  his  possession  1 

Answer.  I  saw  him  with  it,  which  he  dropped, 
and  a  boy  called  John  picked  it  up  and  gare  it 
to  me. 

daestion.  You  stated  that  the  Indians  and  ne- 
groes doubted  the  fidelity  of  the  prisoner  in  send- 
ing  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent;  do  you  think 
the  pnsonar  would  ha?e  been  punished  by  them 
bad  he  not  complied  with  their  wishes  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

QLuestion.  Do  you  believe  the  prisoner  was 
compelled  to  write  the  Indian  communications? 

Answer.  He  was  not  compelled. 

William  Hamblt,  a  witness  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, being  duly  sworn,  and  commencing  a  state- 
ment of  what  he  heard  the  chiefs  say,  and  the 
prisoner  objecting  Co  hearsay  eridence  of  that 
Kind,  the  court  was  cleared  in  order  to  take  the 
question  \  when  they  decided  that  the  prisoner's 
objection  was  not  valid.  The  witness  was  there- 
fore recalled,  and  stated  that,  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  after  the  prisoner  arrived  at  Ocklocknee, 
the  Seminole  Indians  began  to  steal  horses  from 
the  United  States'  settlements,  and  committed 
murders  on  the  Satilla  river,  which,  he  was  in- 
formed by  them,  was  at  the  instigation  of  the 
prisoner.  The  chiefs  of  the  Little  Villages,  in 
Iritness's  neighborhood,  then  desired  him  to  write 
m  few  lines  to  the  prisoner,  slating  those  reports, 
and  that  be  did  not  know  that  those 'Indians  he 
was  exciting  had  long  been  outlawed,  and  cau- 
tioned him  against  such  proceedings,  or  he  mi^^ht 
be  involved  in  their  ruin.  This  the  witness  did ; 
when  the  prisoner  wrote  him  a  long  and  insult- 
ing letter,  which  was  lost,  upbraiding  the  witness 
for  calling  those  Indians  outlaws,  and  accusing 
him  of  excitin^f  the  Indians  to  cruel  war.  The 
witness  was  told  by  chiefs  and  Indians,  who  had 
t«en  the  prisoner,  that  he  advised  them  to  go  to 
War  with  the  United  States,  if  they  did  not  sur- 
render them  the  lands  which  had  been  taken  from 
them,  and  that  the  British  Government  would 
sum>ort  them  in  it. 

The  Indians  that  took  the  witness  and  a  cer- 
tain Mr.  Doyle  prisoners,  which  happened  on  the 
13th  of  December  last,  told  them  it  was  by  the 

Srisooer's  order;  and,  on  their  arrival  at  the 
lickasnky,  (as  prisoners.)  Kinff  Hijah  and  all 
his  chiefs  told  them  it  was  by  the  prisoner's  or- 
ders they  were  taken  and  robbed.  On  their  arri- 
val at  Suwany,  they  were  told  by  the  Indian  and 
negro  chiefs,  who  sat  in  council  over  them,  that 
the  prisoner  had  advised  he  should  be  given  up 
to  five  or  six  Choctaw  Indians,  who  were  saved 
from  the  negro  fort,  who  would  revenge  them- 
selvies  for  the  loss  of  their  friends  at  that  place. 
On  their  return  from  Suwany,  the  chief  King, 
Hijah,  told  them  that  he  had  got  the  prisoner  to 
write  several  letters  for  him ;  one  to  the  Governor 
of  Providence,  one  to  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington,  one  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
London,  and  one  to  the  American  agent  for  In- 


dian afiairs,  protesting  agminst  tha  proeeedioits  of 
the  commanding  oflleer  at  Fort  Scott.  WhiU 
the  witness  was  at  Suwany.  the  Indian  ehiefe 
told  him  that  the  prisoner  nad  arrived  at  thmt 
place  with  ten  k^fi^%  of  powder  on  board  hit  vet* 
stl ;  and,  whilst  in  Fort  St.  Mark^,  some  time  ia 
March,  Hillin  Hajo,  or  Francis,  brought  an  order 
from  the  prisoner  to  the  commandant  for  twu 
kegs  of  powder,  with  other  articles,  which  were 
in  his  possession. 

Question  by  the  court*.  Were  any  murders  or 
depredations  committed  on  the  white  settlemeats 
by  the  Indians  previous  to  the  prisoner's  arrival 
at  Ocklocknee? 

Answer.  None,  except  one  murder  ut  Fort 
Gaines,  which  was  before  or  about  the  time  of 
the  prisoner's  arrival. 

duestion.  How  long  have  you  resided  among 
the  Indians  ?  State  to  the  court  whether  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  Indian  language,  and  how 
long  since  you  learned  it? 

Answer.  1  have  resided  among  them  fourteea 
years,  and  have  understood  their  language  twelve 
years. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  Semineles  would 
have  commenced  the  business  of  murder  and 
depredation  on  the  white  settlements  had  it  not 
been  at  the  instigation  of  the  prisoner,  and  a  pro- 
mise, on  his  part,  of  British  protection  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  Relieve  they  would  without 
they  had  been  assured  of  British  protection. 

Question  bjr  the  court.  What  was  the  light  in 
which  the  prisoner  was  viewed  by  the  hostile 
Seminoles?  Was  it  that  of  un  authorised  agent 
of  the  British  Government  ? 

Answer.  The  different  chiefs  always  repre- 
sented him  to  me  as  such.  The  witness  recog- 
nised the  letter  marked  G,  and  signed  A.  Arbuth- 
not,  as  being  a  copy  of  the  one  alluded  to  in  his 
testimony  as  lost* 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Are  you  acquainted 
vith  the  prisoner's  handwriting  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it,  but  cannot  say  I  am 
acooaioted  with  it. 

Question.  Is  that  which  yon  have  just  seen, 
and  say  is  the  copy  of  the  one  you  lost,  the  pris- 
oner's handwriting  ? 

Answer.  It  looks  to  be  his  handwriting,  but  I 
cannot  say  positively. 

Question.  Was  the  prisoner  considered  as  the 
agent  of  the  Seminoles  at  the  time  those  murders 
were  committed? 

Answer.  I  had  not  seen  the  prisoner  at  that 
time.  The  Indian  chiefs  told  me  that  the  pris- 
oner had  reported  himself  to  them  as  an  English 
agent. 

Question.  Where  did  you  understand  the  pris- 
oner to  be  when  you  were  taken  prisoner? 

Answer.  The  Indians  told  us  that  he  had  gone 
over  to  Providence,  but  was  expected  back  by  the 
time  we  should  arrive  at  Suwanee. 

Question.  Did  you  not  request  King  Hijah  to 
prevail  upon  the  prisoner  to  give  you  a  passage 
in  his  schooner  to  Providence? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  was  told  that  the- prisoner 
refused  it;  stating  tha^  if  we  were  forced  upou 
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him,  he  woald  Uiadfold  as,  tad  make  us  walk 
orerboard. 

doesiioD.  What  were  the  reasons  gtrea  by 
King  Hi  jab  for  the  prisoner's  not  granting  your 
ieqii«8t  7 

Answer.  Eling  Hijah  stated  that  the  prisoner 
was  fearful  of  meeting  with  an  American  Tessel, 
when  we  should  be  taken  out,  and  he  thereby 
li)se  his  schooner.  ^ 

Edmund  DotlBj  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecniion,  being  duly  sworn,  was  qnestioned  as 
follows: 

Question  by  the  Judge  Adrocate.  Do  you 
know  anything  that  would  lead  to  substantiate 
the  charges  against  the  prisoner  now  before  you  7 

Answer,  f  know  nothing  but  from  common 
report. 

William  Fulton,  an  eridence  in  the  present 
prosecution,  beins  auly  sworn,  testified  to  tbcj 
eopy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbutbnot  to  General 
Mitchell,  agent  for  Indian  afikirs,  dated  Suwanee, 
January  19, 1818,  and  marked  No.  6»  as  acknowl- 
edged by  the  prisoner  to  be  the  same  in  substaace 
as  one  written  by  himself  at  that  time.  An  ex- 
tract from  the  letter  was  theft  read. 

No.  6. 

Extract  Jrom  a  letter  written  ijf  A,  Arbuthmti  to 
Generai  J^teheUt  American  agent  for  ^  Creek 
nation  oflndiane,  dated 

SuwANEE,  January  19, 1818. 
In  taking  this  liberty  of  addressing  you,  sir^  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  Indians^  believe  me  I 
have  DO  wish  but  to  .see  an  end  put  to  a  war, 
which,  if  persisted  in,  I  foresee  must  cTentually 
be  their  rum ;  and  as  they  were  not  the  aggress- 
ors, if,  in  the  height  of  their,  rage,  they  commit 
any  excesses,  that  you  will  oTerlook  them  as  the 
just  ebullidons  of  an  indignant  spirit  against  an 
invading  foe.    I  hare  the  honor,  Sx, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
By  order  of  -King  Bijah  and  Bowlege^ 
acting  for  thenueSee  and  the  other  Chiefs. 

^estion  by  the  prisoner.  Where  did  the  pri- 
aoner  aeknowiedge  the  letter  just  read  ..to  m  a 
copy  of  the  one  written  by  himself? 

Answer.  In  the  encampment  before  this  place, 
about  the  6ih  or  7ih  instant. 

Ctuestioo  by  the  prisoner*  Was  not  the  acknow- 
ledgment when  he  was  a  prisoner? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Cluestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  hear  a  gen- 
tleman say  to  the  prisoner,  whilst  in  custody, 
that  those  who  recommended  the  scalping-knife 
and  tomahawk  should  feel  their  keenest  edge  ? 
,  Answer.  I  did  hear  a  gentleman  say  that  those 
who  excited  the  lodians  to  the  mnrder  of  the  un- 
offending should  feel  the  keenest  edffe  of  the 
ecalping-knife;  but,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  that 
observation  was  not  made  until  after  the  repeated 
acknowledgmenu  of  the  prisoner  of  having  writ- 
ten the  letter. 

dues! ion  by  the  court.  Was  not  the  confession 
of  the  prisoner  to  this  letter  made  voluntary,  and 
without  any  constraint  whatever? 

Answer.  I  conceive  it  was. 


The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  proseentioii 
being  closed,  the  prisoner  required  Robert  C. 
Ambrister  as  one  of  his  witnesses,  affsinst  whom 
criminal  charges  had  been  filed,  and  who  was  in 
custody  on  account  thereof;  to  which  the  Judge 
Advocate  objecting,  the  court  was  cleared  to  take 
its  sense;  when  it  was  decided  that  Robert  C% 
Ambrister,  now  in  custody  for  similar  offences 
with  the  prisoner,  cannot  be  examined  as  evi- 
dence befomhis  court. 

.John  Lewis  Pbenix,  a  previous  witness,  now 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  being  again  sworii, 
was  questioned  as  follows,  viz: 

daestion  by  the  prisoner.  Was  there  any  other 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanv  river  when 
Ambrister  seized  your  schooner? — Answer.  Yes. 

Cluestion.  What  vessel  was  it  ?  Was  it  not  the 
vessel  which  Ambrister  came  in? 

Answer.  It  was  a  sloop,  and  I  understood  Am- 
brister came  in  her. 

Cluestion.  Did  Ambrister  ever  mention  to  yoa 
who  recommended  him  to  seize  the  prisoner's 
schooner,  or  who  assisted  him  in  stimQlattng  the 
neffroes  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  No;  I  understood  he  came  on  board 
of  his  own  a(;cord. 

Cluestion  by  the  court.  Have  you,  since  yoo 
commanded  the  prisoner's  vessel,  ever  brought 
any  arms  to  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  No;  1  brooeht  a  quantity  of  lead  and 
ten  kegs  of  powder  in  the  last  trip. 

John  Winslbt,  a  former  witness  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  being  recalled  on  behslf  or  the 
prisoner,  was  qoescioned  as  follows,  viz: 

Q^uestion  hy  the  prisoner.  Are  you  not  of  opin- 
ion that  the  letter  which  you  say  was  written  bj 
the  prisoner  to  the  Little  Prince  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Little  Prince  ? 

Answer.  After  reading  it,  I  returned  to  him, 
and  believe  it  to  be  still  in  his  possession,  as  In- 
dians seldom  destroy  papers  of  tnat  kind. 

The  prisoner  requesting  some  time  to  make  ap 
his  defence,  he  was  given  until  to-morrow  even- 
ing, at  four  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Mark's, 
AprU  fiB,fmr  o'doek,  A  M. 

The  Recorder  having  read  over  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  with  closed  doors,  the  prisoner 
was  recalled  into  court,  and  made  the  defence, 
marked  K,  and  attached  to  these  proceed  Inge. 
The  doors  were  then  closed,  and,  after  moat  ma- 
ture deliberation  on  the  evidence  adduced,  the 
court  find  the  prisoner,  Alexander  Arbatnnot, 
guilty  of  the  first  soecification  to  the  first  cham, 
and  gnilty  of  the  nrst  charge;  gittlty  of  the  mat 
and  second  specifications  of  the  second  charge, 
and  guilty  of  the  second  charge,  leaving  ovt  the 
words  ^  acting  as  a  spy  f  they  therefore  do,  on 
the  most  mature  reflections,  sentence  the  prisoner, 
Alexander  Arbothnot.  to  be  suspended  by  the 
neck  nntil  he  is  dead ;  two-thirds  of  the  court 
concurring. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINB8, 

Major  Cfen.,  Preo^i-^the  Court. 

8.  M.  OLABBBLL,  Aearder. 
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DEFENCE. 

JUuy  it  fUaft  (Aw  HonwabU  Cawri:  The  pria- 
4MHf  arraigned  before  ]rou  is  seosible  of  tbe  in- 
dalf  enee  granted  by  this  honorable  court  in  tbe 
examination  of  tbe  caae  now  before  them*  It  is 
not  tbe  wish  of  tbe  prisoner,  in  making  his  da* 
fence,  to  tire  tbe  patience  of  the  court  by  a  minute 
reference  to  the  rolaminous  documents  and  ptf- 
persi  or  to  recapitulate  the  whole  of  the  testimony 
which  has  come  before  the  honorable  court  in  the 
course  of  this  inrestigation.  Nor  is  it  the  inten- 
tion of  the  prisoner  to  waste  the  invaluable  time 
of, this  court  by  appeals  to  their  feelings  or  sym- 
pathy, though  I  am  persuaded  that  sympathy  ik> 
where  more  abounds  than  in  a  generous  Ameri- 
can breast  My  only  appeal  is  to  tbe  sound  and 
impartial  judgment  of  this  honorable  court,  the 
purity  and  uprightness  of  their  hearts,  that  they 
will  dispassionately  and  patiently  weigh  the  evi- 
dence they  bare  before  them,  apply  the  law^  and 
om  these,  and  these  aloae^  pronounce  their  judg- 
ment. 

If  this  honorable  court  please,  I  siiall  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  law  and  evidence  that  is  re- 
lied  on  by  this  honorable  court  in  support  of  the 
first  charge  and  specifioation.  Winslet,  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  tne  prosecution,  says,  the  Little 
Prince  showed  him  a  letter  written  in  June  last, 
signed  A.  Arbothoot|  reauesting  his  friendship 
with  the  lower  nation  of  Indians;  the  same  wit- 
ness staled  that  he  believed  the  letter  to  be  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Little  Prince.  Here,  may 
it  please  this  honorable  court,  I  would  call  their 
attention  to  the  law  relation  to  evidence;  first 
presuming  that  the  rulea  of  evidence  are  tbe 
same,  whether  in  civil  or  military  tribunals^ — 
Mfuomb^  99. 

This  point  being  concluded,  the  next  inquiry 
is,  what  are  the  rules  of  evidence  with  respect 
to  the  admission  of  letters,  or  papers  of  private 
correspondence,  in  a  court  of  crimioal  jurisdic- 
tion? May  it  please  this  honorable  court,  must 
yon  not  produce  the  original  letters  and  papers, 
if  they  are  list  ioat  or  mislaid,  so  that  they  can- 
noa  beohtaiMd;  a«d.  in  oase  tney  are  lost,  proof 
mnai  b«  made  of  the  handwriting  being  ihe  a#me 
nsthatof  the  original  before  they  can  be  received  as 
evidence  ?*«-fAlacom6  on  Omri$  Martiali  PeaJu^n 
EwUnc^i  Giiberf9  IdtuMi^  Evidence,)  No  in- 
atance  c^ia  be  cited  where  a  copy  of  a  letter  was 
read  as  evidence  when  the  original  could  be  ob- 
tained, much  less  the  giving  in  evidence  the  con- 
tents of  such  letter  from  bare  recollection.  The 
ooly  proof  that  this  honorable  court  has  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  letter  bein^  in  the  hands  of 
any  person,  or  its  contents  being  known,  is  the 
vagrant  memory  of  a  vagrant  individual.  Make 
this  a  rule  of  evidence,  and,  I  ask  you,  when 
would  implicationi  4;onstruction,  and  invention 
stop?  whose  property,  whose  reputation,  and 
whose  life  would  be  safe?  Here  I  would  beg 
leave  to  mention  a  remark  made  by  the  president 
of  this  coBfl  in  the  course  of  this  investigation, 
whi<^  wa%  that,  notwithstanding  the  letter  was 


proved  by  the  witsess  to  be  in  the  posaessioBof 
the  Little  Prince,  this  court  coald  not  notice  that 
eircumaunae,  because  there  was  no  meant  by 
which  it  eould  be  obtained,  i  wonld  ask  the 
honorable  court  what  means  tliey  have  adopted, 
or  whni  exertions  have  tbey  niade,  to  prooure 
this  letter  ?  if  the  honorable «o«rt  please,  I  shaU 
here  close  tbe  defenoe  on  tbe  firet  charge  and 
specification,  believing  that  they  are  neither  sup* 
ported  by  law  nor  eTidenoe. 

May  it  please  the  honorable  court,  I  wtH  now 
come  to  the  second  charge,  and  first  specification 
of  that  charge.  In  support  of  this  charge  and 
specification,  the  evidence  is  a  letter  written  to 
my  son.  If  the  court  please,  ehis  letter  was 
written  in  consequence  of  the  saraation  of  my 
property  at  Sahwabnee,  and  the  large  debts  that 
were  due  me  from  Bowlegs  and  his  people.  Noth- 
ing. I  believe,  of  an  inflaAmatorf  nature  can  be 
found  on  reading  the  docnment  marked  A,  aa- 
thorizing  the  opinion  that  I  was  pfompting  the 
Indians  to  war.  On  the  contrary,  if  tbe  honors 
aMe  court  witt  examine  the  document  marked  A, 
they  will  see  that  I^ished  to  lull  their  fears,  by 
informing  them  thant  was  then^oes,  and  not  tbe 
Indians,  the  Americaqf  wyre  principally  moving 
against. 

if  the  honorable  court  please,  I  will  maks 
a  few  remarks  on  the  second  specifioation, 
and  here  close  my  defence.  In  proof  of  this 
charge,  the  court  have  before  them  the  evi- 
dence of  Hamblv,  Cook,  and  suodrv  letters  pur- 
porting to  be  written  by  myself  to  different  indi- 
viduals. May  it  please  the  court,  what  does 
Cook  prove?  Why,  that  I  had  ten  ktgsof  pow* 
der  at  Bahwabnee.  Let  me  appeal  to  the  expe* 
rjence  of  this  court,  if  they  think  this  quantity 
of  powder  would  supply  one  thousand  Indians, 
and  an  equal  number  of  blacks,  more  than  two 
months  for  huQting? 

As  to  the  letters  named  in  this  specification, 
mav  it  please  the  honorable'  coitrt,  toe  roles  of 
evidence  laid  down  in  the  first  part  of  this  de- 
fence wHl  ap|)ly  with  eqnal  force  in  the  preeent 
case,    it  remains  now,  may  it  please  the  honorable 
cuurt,  to  say  something  ae  to  Hambly's  teetioo* 
oy ;  and,  may  it  please  this  honorable  eoari,  the 
rule  laid  down  in  this  case  as  to  hearsay  evi- 
dence will  be  found  without  a  precedent.    A 
strong  case  was  stated  by  an  intetlieent  member 
ef  this  court,  on  the  examination  of  this  part  of 
the  evidence;  that  is,  weuKI  yon  receive ee tes- 
timony what  a  third  person  had  stid,  who,  if 
present,  yon  would  reject  as  incompetent?    Ap- 
ply this  principle  to  the  present  caae  $  oonld  an 
Indian  be  exsmined  on  oath  in  our  courts  of 
judicature?    If,  then,  the  testimonjr  of  savages 
is  inadmissible,  Hambly  proves  nothing* 

Here,  may  it  please  this  honorable  court,  I 
close  my  replj  to  the  charges  and  specifications 
preferred  against  me;  bein^  fully  persuaded  that, 
should  there  be  cause  of  censure,  my  lodges 
will,  in  the  language  of  the  law,  lean  to  tbe  side 
of  mercy. 

A.  ARBUTHWOT. 
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CotUinMaiitm  rf  tkt  mUmU»  of  ike  proeeMtkfi^  of  a 
tpoeUU  eonrtt  wkertof  Mb^at  Gtnetal  Oamm  u 
PremUmif  etmvmed  Inf  ofdtt  of  the  90iA  of  AprU^ 
1818. 

Fort  St.  Mark's,  AprU  27, 1818. 

Tht  eonrt  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Robert  C. 
Ambrister,  a  British  subject,  who,  being  asked  if 
he  bad  any  objeciioiM  to  an^  ooe  of  the  members 
of  the  court,  and  replying  in  the  negatl?e,  was 
arraigDed  on  the  foUowing'  charges  and  speeifl- 
eatioDs,  viz : 

Chargee  againft  Sohert  C.  AmMeter^  now  in  cue* 
iodjfi  who  eay$  he  it  a  British  aubfect* 

CBARaa  1st.  Aidiog*,  abettiD|^,  and  comforting 
the  enemy,  supplying  them  with  means  of  war, 
he  being  a  subiect  of  Great  Britain,  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  and  lately  an  offieer  in 
the  British  colonial  marines, 

Sbecificaiion  ItL  That  the  said  Robert  C. 
Ambrister  did  g^ive  intelligence  of  the  moTe«- 
menls  and  operations  of  the  American  armv  be- 
tween the  1st  and  20ih  of  March,  1818,  ana  did 
excite  them  (the  neffroes  and  Indians)  to  war 
agaiDst  the  army  of  the  United  States,  by  send- 
ing their  warriors  to  meet  'and  fight  the  Ameri- 
ean  army,  whose  Qorernment  was  at  peace  and 
friendship  with  the  United  Statea  and  all  her 
citizens. 

CBARGn2d.  Leading  and  commanding  the 
Lower  Creeks  in  carrying  on  a  wax  against  the 
United  States. 

SpecifiocUion  UU  That  the  said  Robert  C. 
Ambrister,  a  subject  of  Qreaft  Britain,  which 
Qorernment  was  in  peace  and  amity  with  the 
United  States  and  all  her  citizens,  did,  between 
the  1st  of  February,  and  20th  of  March,  1818, 
levy  war  against  the  United  States^  by  assuming 
command  of  the  Indians,  in  hostility  and  open 
war   with   the  United  States^  and  orderinf^  a 

garty  of  them  to  meet  the  army  of  the  United 
Itates,  and  gWe  them  baitlejAs  will  appear  bj 
his  letters  to  Governor  Cameron,  of  New  Provi- 
deoce,  dated  20thMarcbi  1818,  which  are  marked 

A,  B,  CL  and  D^and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Peter 

B.  Cook,  and  Captain   Lewis,- of  the  schooner 
Chaaee.     By  Qr4er  of  the  court, 

JL  M.  QLASSELL,  BewnUr. 

To  which  charges  and  specifications  pleaded 
as  follow«|  f  ii : 

To  the  Istabaigeaad  ^eeillieatien,  nUgMiy, 

To  the  2d  ehaigeand  speeifteation,  guUlfi  and 
JUBtiflcmtkn. 

Adjoavaed  until  aMaerfawmomiogatTo'eloek. 

Fort  St.  Marks,  Aprii  89, 1819. 
The  cotirt  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment. 
Present: 

Major  General  GAinaa,  Prtniemt. 

Members. 
Colonel  Klo^,         .    Colonel  Dyer^ 
Culooel  Williams,       Lieut.  Col.  Lindsay, 
Lieut.  Col.  Gibson,      Lieut.  Col.  Elliott, 
Major  Mohlenburg,    Major  Fanning, 
Major  Montgomery,    Major  Mintoo, 
Captain  Vashon,         Captain  Crittenden. 
Xiieatenaot  J.  M.  Glassell,  Recorder. 


The  Recorder  then  read  to  the  court  the  fal- 
lowing order,  viz : 

Hbado'rb,  Division  or  tbb  Sotrra, 
Adft  Gen^w  Office,  near  3t.  Mdrfof, 

AprU  28, 1818. 

GENERAL  ORDEB. 

Captain  Allison,  of  the  7ih  infantryi  is  da> 
tailed  to  forma  supefnumeraiy  member  of  the 
special  court  now  sitting  at  Fort  St  Marks. 
By  order; 

aOBBRT  DUTLfiR,  A^t  Getk 

Pursuant  to  the  abo?e  order,  the  supernume- 
ranr  member  took  his  seat. 

John  Lewis  Prbniz,  a  witness  on  the  patt  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stateo,  that 
about  the  5th  or  6th  ofApril.  1818,  his  vessel  and 
himself  having  been  Capturea  by  the  prisoner,  and 
he  brought  to  Sawanee  as  a  prisoner,  there  was 
an  alarm  among  the  neoroes  and  Indians,  created 
bj  learning  some  news  from  Mickasuky,  at  which 
time  the  prisoner  appeared  active  in  sending  oc- 
ders,  and  sending  a  detachment  to  meet  the  Ame* 
rican  army.  The  witnesa  aho.  stated,  that  the 
prisoner  appeared  to  be  a  person  rested  with  au- 
thority among  the  negro  leaders,  and  gave  orders 
for  their  preparation  for  war,  procuring  ammu- 
nition, &c.,'  and  that  the  headers  came  to  him  for 
orders ;  the  prisoner  furnished  them  with  pow- 
der and  lead,  and  recommended  to  them  the  ma- 
king of  ball,  &e.,  very  quickly.  The  witness 
also  stated,  that  the  j^risoner  occasionally  dressed 
in  uniform,  with  his  sword ;  and  that  on  the 
first  alarm,  which  he  understood  was  from  Mick« 
asuky  by  a  negro  woman,  he  put  on  the  uniform. 
The  witness  further  stated,  that  some  time  abo«t 
the  20th  March,  1818.  the  prisoner,  with  an  armed 
body  of  negroes,  (twenty<oar  i»  aamMir^)  oame 
on  board  lis  veeseL  and  ordered  him  to  pilot 
them  tp  Fort  St.  Marks;  which  he  staled  be  ia- 
tended  ta  captnee  befbie  ihe  Amerieane  eoutdgec 
there,  threatening  to  hang  the  witness  if  he  did 
not  obey. 

Question  by  the  eonri.  Did  vaa  ever  aadet- 
aiand  by  wtaoee  aathority,  and  m  what  purpoie, 
the  aeeused  came  into  the  covntry? 

Answer.  I  have  frequently  heard  kirn  saf  he 
eame  lo  attend  to  Mr.  Woodbine'ii  business  at  the 
bay  of  Tampa* 

ftaeetien  by  the  prisoner.  Did  I  not  tell  yoq, 
when  ToaaM  oa  board'  the  sehoeoer  Ghaaee,  I 
wished  yea  iaplk>t  me  to  St.  Miirk^,  aa  I  was 
iDformed  thai  two  Americans,  by  the  names  ef 
Hambiy  and  Doyle,  were  oenined  there^  and  I 
wished  to  have  tbens  relieved  from  their  coa- 
finemeat? 

Answer.  You  stated  you  waated  to  gea  Ham- 
biy and  Doyle  from  St.  Mark's.  I  do  not  know 
what  were  your  intentions  in  so  doing. 

Qaeeiioa.  Did  I  not  tell  yeo  that  I  ai|ftected 
the  Indiana  would  fice  upon  m»  whea  airivingat 
Su  Mark's? 

Answer.  Tou  di^  not.  You  stated  that  jrou 
intended  to  take  the  fort  in  the  night  by  surmise. 

Claestion.    Did  yon  see  me  give  ammunittoa 
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to  the  oegroea  aod  lodiaos?  if  so,  bow  mqeb, 
and  at  what  time  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  yoa  give  powder  and  lead  to 
the  negroes  when  yoa  came  on  board,  and  ad* 
▼ised  tbem  to  make  balls ;  and  I  saw  you  give 
liquor  and  paint  to  the  Indians. 

Question.  Have  you  not  often  heard  me  say, 
between  the  1st  and  20tb  of  April,  that  I  would 
not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  negroes  and 
Indiaas  in  ezeiting  them  to  war  with  the  United 
States  1 

Answer.  About  the  15th  of  April  I  heard 
yov  say  yoa  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  negroes  tnd  Indians;  I  heard  nothing  i|bout 
exciting  them  to  war. 

Cluestion.    Can  you  read  writing  ? 

Answer.    Not  fioglUh  writing. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  me  say,  when 
arriving  at  Suwaney,  that  I  wished  to  be  off  im- 
mediately for  Providence  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  After  the  alarm,  you 
said  you  wished  to  be  off  for  Tampa. 

Cluestion.  Did  you  not  say  to  the  accused 
you  wished  to  visit  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  at  his  store, 
on  Suwany,  and  get  provisions  yourself? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  stated  I  wanted  provisions. 

Cluettion.  Did  I  send  or  command  any  In- 
dians CD  go  and  fight  the  Americans  7 

Answer.  I  did  nO(  exactly  know  that  you 
sent  them ;  the  Indians  and  negroes  were  crowd- 
in|^  before  your  door,  and  you  were  dividing  the 
paint,  dbe.  among  them  i  and  I  understood  a 
party  was  going  to  march. 

Q^uestion.  Did  I  not  give  up  the  schooner  in 
charge  to  you  as  captain  7 

Answer.  After  our  return  from  Suwany  town, 
you  directed  me  to  take  charge- of  her  to  go  to 
Tampa. 

JoBM  J.  AmBoraNOT,  a  witness  on .  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  aworn,  stated,  that 
aome  cima  about  the  ^d  of  March,  the  prisonar 
cane  with  a  body  of  negroea,  partly  armed,  to 
his  father's  store  on  Suwaay  river,  and  told  the 
witness  that  he  had  come  to  do  justice  to  the 
eotto«ry  by  taking  the  goods  and  diatriboting 
Ihan  among  the  nei^roeaand  ladiaos,  which  the 
witness  saw  the  prisoner  do;  and  that  the  pris- 
ottcr  staled  to  him  that  he  had  come  to  the  cann- 
try  on  Woodbine's  buaioeas  to  see  the  negroes 
righted.  The  witness  has  further  kaown  the 
prisoner  lo  give  orders  to  the  negroes;  and  Jhat, 
at  hia  soggestioo,  a  party  was  sent  from  Suwany 
to  meet  the  Americans  to  give  them  battle^  which 
party  returned  on  meeting  the  Mickasoky  In- 
dians in  their  flighu  The  witness  also  testified 
to  the  following  letter,  marked  A,  and  referred 
to  in  the  specineaiion  of  the  2d  charge  as  the 
writing  of  the  prisoner. 

A. 

IMert  C.  Ambriiter  to  Gaumor  Cumtnn* 

Sabwabhbb,  {near  8t.  Mcark^B  finrt^) 

March  20, 1818. 

Sir:  I  am  requested  particularly  by  all  our 
Indian  chiefs,  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 


the  Americans  have  cooaaieaced  hostilities  with 
(hem  two  years  ago,  and  have  advanced  some 
considerable  distance  in  their  country,  and  are 
now  making  daily  progress.  They  say  they  sent 
a  number  of  letters  to  your  excellency  by  Mr. 
Arbuthnot.  but  have  never  received  one  answer, 
which  makes  them  believe  that  he  never  deliv* 
ered  themi  and  will  oblige  them  much  if  you  will 
let  them  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  The  pur*- 
port  of  the  letters  was  begging  your  excellency 
to  be  kind  enough  to  send  them  down  some  gun- 
powder, muskets,  balls,  lead,  cannon,  dbc..  as  they 
are  now  completely  out  of  those  articles;  the 
Americans  may  march  through  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  one  month,  and.  without  arms,  &c.,  they 
most  surrender.  Hillis  Hajo,  or  Francis,  the  In- 
dian chief,  the  one  that  was  in  England,  tells  me 
to  let  your  excellency  know  that  the  Prince  Re- 
gent told  him  that  whenever  he  wanted  ammu- 
nition, yoor  excellency  would  supply  him  with 
as  ranch  as  he  wanted.  They  beg  me  to  press 
upon  yoor  excellency's  mind  to  send  the  above- 
mentioned  articles  down  by  the  ressel  that  brings 
this  to  yon,  as  she  will  sail  for  this  place  imme- 
diately, and  let  the  Prince  Regent  know  of  their 
situation.  Any  letters  that  your  excellency  may 
send  down,  be  good  enough  to  direct  to  me,  as 
they  have  great  dependence  in  my  writing.  Any 
news  that  your  excellency  may  nave  respecting 
them  and  America,  you  will  be  doing  a  great  fa- 
vor to  let  me  know,  that  I  may  send  among  iheoL 
There  is  now  a  very  large  body  of  Americans 
and  Indians,  who  I  expect  will  attack  us  every 
day,  and  God  only  knows  how  it  will  be  deci- 
ded ;  but  I  must  only  say  this  will  be  the  last 
effort  with  us.  There  has  been  a  body  of  Indians 

r>ne  to  meet  them, and  I  have  sent  another  party, 
hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
the  favor  they  request.  I  have  nothing  further 
to  add,  but  am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  dbe- 
dient  bumble  servant, 

ROB£RT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

C^uestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  hear  me 
say  that  I  came  on  Woodbine's  business  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Ciuestion  by  the  prisoner.  Were  not  the  n^ 
groes  alluded  to,  at  Arbnthnot^s  store  before  I 
arrived  1 

Answer.  No.    You  came  with  them. 

Param  fi.  Cook,  a  witneas  on  the  part  of  the 
proseention,  being  daly  awom,  euted,  that  he 
never  beard  the  prisoner  give  any  orders  to  n^ 

Sues  or  Indians  i  that  the  prisoner  diatribnted 
rbmhnot's  goods,  and  also  paint,  to  the  negroea 
and  Indians ;  also  that  some  powder  was  broaght 
from  the  vessel  to  Suwanee  by  the  prisoner,  and 
distributed  among  the  negroes  by  iMero.  Some 
time  in  March  the  prisoner  took  Arbuthnot^ 
schooner,  and^  with  an  armed  party  of  negroes, 
(twenty-four  m  number,)  set  out  for  St.  Marks, 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  taking  Arbuthnoi's  goods  at 
that  place,  and  stated  that  he  would  compel  the 
commandant  to  deliver  them  up.  On  hearing  of 
the  approach  of  the  American  army,  the  prisoner 
told  the  negroes  It  was  useless  to  run ;  for.  if  they 
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ran  anj  fartheri  they  would  be  driven  into  the 
sea.  The  prisoner  told  the  witness  that  he  had 
been  a  lieutenant  in  the  British  army,  nnder 
Colonel  Nicholls.  The  prisoner  was  sent  by 
Woodbine  to  Tampa  to  see  abont  those  nesroes 
he  had  leA  there.  The  prisoner  told  the  wuness 
that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Gtorernor  Cameron 
for  ammunition  for  the  Indians  some  time  in 
March  ;  and  also  told  the  witness  that  he  had  a 
commission  in  the  patriot  array,  under  McGre- 
gor, and  that  he  had  expected  a  captaincy.  The 
witness  testified  that  the  following  letters,  marked 
A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  referred  to  in  the  specifica- 
tion to  the  2d  charge,  were  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  prisoner,  and  one  marked  B. 

NoTs. — The  letter  marked'  A,  is  copied  in  a  pre- 
Tions  ptrt  of  these  proceedings. 

B- 


FHm  Rcberi  C.  AmMiter  to  Mt^\  Bimmrd  I9Ukelk. 

SnwAiin,  NBAB  lUTER  Appalacbioola. 

Deab  Sib:  Francis, and  all  the  Indian  chiefs, 
have  requested  me  particularly  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  Americans  hare  commenced  hostilities 
with  them  these  two  years  past,  and  are  making 
daily  progress  in  their  territory,  and  say  they  will 
proceed ;  that  you  are  the  only  rriend  they  bare  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  and  hope  that  you  will  exert 
yourself  in  their  behalf,  and  ask  for  as  much  as- 
sistance as  can  be  had  ;  that  the  Americans  are  at 
the  forks  of  the  river  Appalachicola ;  they  have 
written  a  number  of  times  to  Bnelaod  and  Pro- 
Videncej  but  hare  never  received  one  answer; 
they  expect  the  man  never  delivered  the  letters, 
bat  they  have  full  hopes  in  my  writing ;  tbe^  re- 
quest you  to  make  the  Prince  Regent  acqnamted 
with  their  deplorable  situation;  the  Americans 
hare  been  very  crUel  since  they  commenced,  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  lose  a  single  moment  in  for- 
warolng  their  views ;  they  say  they  will  be  ex- 
tremely happy  to  see  you ;  nothing  would  give 
them  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  you  out  at  this 
present  time.    If  they  should  not  see  you,  to  send 
them  oat  all  news  and  directions,  that  they  may 
be  guided  by  it.    There  are  about  three  hundred 
blacks  at  this  place,  and  a  few  of  our  bluflf  people ; 
they  beg  me  to  say  they  depend  on  your  promises, 
ana  expect  you  are  on  the  way  out;  they  have  stuck 
to  the  caitfe,  and  will  always  believe  in  the  faith 
of  yoa,  and  any  directions  ypu  may  give.    Send 
to  me  at  this  place  and  I  will  do  what  I  can. 
And  remain,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 
ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

N«  B*  Francis  says  vou  must  bring  the  horses 
when  you  come  out,  that  yon  promised,  and  that 
his  hoase  has  been  barnt  down,  and  burnt  his  uni- 
form clothes.  R.  A. 

a 

F^tam  Robert  C  Ambriitdr  to  Oonemor  Camermu 

Makob  20, 18ia 

Sir:  I  am  requested  particularly  by  the  Indian 
chiefs  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that  the  Amer- 
leans  liaTe  commenced  hosdliues  with  them  a 
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long  time  since,  and  haveadvatieediiome  distanee 
in  their  territory,  and  are  still  continuing  lo  ad- 
vance; that  they  (the  chiefs  of  Florida^  haw 
sent  repeatedly  to  your  excellency,  ana  have 
never  received  one  answer ;  they  suspect  Mr.  At- 
buthnot  has  never  delivered  the  papers  to  yoor 
excellency ;  they  wish  me  to  state  to  you  that 
they  are  completely  out  of  ammunition,  muskets, 
^•}  begginff  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
send  them  the  articles  above  mentioned,  with  a 
few  cannon,  as  the  Americans  build  their  boats 
so  strong  that  their  rifle  balls  cannot  penetrate 
their  sides.  The  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  will 
come  down  again,  I  have  given  orders  to  outke 
your  excellency  acquainted  with  the  time  the 
VMsel  will  sail  for  this  placa  yoor  excellency 
will,  I  hope,  be  good  enough  to  make  the  Prince 
Regent  acquainted  with  their  situation,  and  ask 
for  assistance,  which  haVe  pressed  me  very  hard 
to  press  on  your  excellency's  mind,  and  lixewiae 
to  send  them  down  what  news  may  be  respecting 
them  and  the  country,  which  will  be  a  great  aatia- 
faction  to  them.    I  have  the  hooior  to  1^.  dbc 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

N.  B.  They  beg  your  excellency  will  be  as  et- 
peditious  as  possible  ;  that  yoor  excellency  is  the 
only  dependence  they  bave^  and  whom  the  Prinee 
Regent  told  them  would  give  them  every  assist* 
ance  that  laid  in  your  power.  R.  C.  A. 

D. 


From  Robert  C.  Ambrieier  to  Oovemor  Cdmeron. 

SCWANBS,  NEAB  FOBT  St.  MaRK'b, 

March  20, 1818. 

I  am  requested  by  Francis  and  all  (he  Indian 
chiefs  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that  they  are 
at  war  with  the  Americans,  and  have  been  some 
time  back ;  that  they  are  in  great  distress  for 
want  of  ammunition,  balls,  arms,  dbc,  and  have 
wrote  by  Mr.  Arbatboot  several  times,  but  thev 
suppose  he  never  delivers  them  to  your  excel- 
lency. You  will  oblige  them  much  to  let  them 
know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

I  expect  the  Americans  and  Indians  will  at- 
tack us  daily ;  1  have  sent  a  party  of  men  to  op- 
pose them ;  tbey  beg  of  me  to  press  on  your 
excellency's  mind  to  lay  the  situation  of  the 
country  before  the  Prince  Regent  and  ask  for 
assistance.  All  news  respectins  them,  your  ex- 
cellency will  do  a  favor  to  let  us  know  by  the  first 
opportunity,  that  I  may  make  them  acquainted; 
I  have  given  direction  to  the  captain  to  let  vonr 
excellency  know  when  the  vessel  will  sail  for 
this  place.  I  hope  your  excellencv  will  be  pleased 
to  send  them  the  ammuoition  ;  I  expect  if  they 
do  not  procure  some  very  shortly,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans will  march  through  the  country.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  add.    I  am,  dear  sir,  dbc., 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTfiR. 

B. 

Prom  Robert  C.  Ambriiter  to  Peter  B.  Cook. 

Mouth  op  tbb  rivbr,  Twetday  3  o^clock. 

Dbar  Cook:  The  boat  arrived  here  abont 
three  o'clock  on  Thursday ;  the  wind  has  beeo 
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•head  trtt  since  I  have  beta  down ;  the  rudder 
*«f  the  renei  is  in  a  had  condition,  hot  I  will 
managce  to  have  it  done  to*night;  the  windy  I 
am  in  hopes,  wili  be  fair  in  the  morning,  when 
I  will  ffet  under  weigh  and  make  all  possible 
despatch.  I  will  make  old  Lewis  pilot  me  safe. 
If  toese  Indians  don't  eondoctthemselvesstraight, 
I  woeld  nse  rigorous  means  with  them  $  beware 
ctf  Mr.  Jerry ;  I  foaad  him  on  board  when  I  came ; 
keep  a  good  look  out.  I  hare  sent  two  kegs  of 
powder,  and  one  bar  of  lead.    Yours,  dbc. 

R.  C  A« 

dnestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  not  fre- 
quently hear  me  say  that  I  would  hare  nothing 
lo  do  with  the  Indians  in  exciting  them  to  war 
with  the  United  States? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

duestion  hy  ih^  pviaoQer.  Are  yon  aequainlcd 
with  Lewis  Pheniz,  and  have  you  not  heard 
bim  express  ill*will  against  me  in  coaseouence 
•f  my  wishing  him  to  pilot  me  to  St.  fidar rs  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

dneetioa.    Do  you  kno«r  of  my  sending  troops 

at  any  time  to^bt  against  the  United  States^rand 

h«?e  I  not  been  constantly  with  you,  so  that  you 

.  would  have  had  an  opimrtunity  of  knowing  if 

there  had  been  any  sent  ny  me  ? 

Answer,  I  have  not ;  they  might  have  been 
sent  without  my  knowledge. , 

Jacob  HutttOiTi  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stated  that,  some 
time  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  first  of  April, 
the  prisoner  took  possession  of  the  schooner 
Chance,  with  an  armed  party  of  negroes,  and 
stated  Ills  intentions  of  taking  St.  Mark's;  on  his 
wajT  thither,  going  ashore,  be  learned  from  some 
Indians  that  Arbuthnot  had  gone  on  to  St«  Mark's, 
which  induced  him  to  return.  The  witness  also 
etated  that,  while  the  prisoner  was  on  board,  he 
bad  complete  command  of  the  negroes  who  con- 
sidered him  as  their  captain.  Tbe  prisoner  took 
the  cargo  of  the  vessel  up  towards  'Suwanee, 
which  consisted  of,  with  other  articles,  nine  kegs 
of  powder,  and  five  hundred  pounds  oi  lead. 

The  evidence  on  both  sides  being  closed,  the 
prisoner  was  allowed  until  £ve  b'clock  this  even* 
ing  to  make  his  defence. 

The  time  allowed  the  prisoner,  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  bis  defence  having  expired  he  was  brought 
before,  the  court,  and  made  tbe  defence  marked 
M^which  is  attached  to  these  proceedings. 

The  court  was  then  clearec^  and  the  proceed- 
ings read  over  by  the  recorder,  when,  after  doe 
deliberation  on  the  testimony  brought  forward, 
the  court  find  the  prisoner,  Robert  C.  Ambrisler; 
guilty  of  so  much  of  the  specification  to  the  first 
charge  as  follows^  viz:  "and  did  excite  them  to 
war  with  tbe  United  States  by  sending  their  war- 
riors to  meet  and  fight  tbe  American  army,  he 
being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  which  Govern- 
ment was  at  peace  and  friendship  with  the  United 
States  and  all  her  citizens;"  but  not  guilty  of  the 

•  other  part  of  tbe  specification :  guilty  of  tbe  first 

•  charge ;  goiky  of  the  specification  of  the  second 


charge,  and  guilty  of  the  second  charge;  ioddo 
therefore  sentence  the  prisoner,  Robert  C.  Am- 
briater,  to  nffer  death  by  being  shot^  two-Uutd&  of 
the  court  concurring  therein. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  court  requestiagt 
reconsideration  of  his  vote  on  the  sentence,  ike 
sense  of  the  court  was  taken  tbereoo,  and  dtiidti 
in  the  affirmative;  when  the  vote  was agai&u- 
ken,  and  the  court  sentence  the  prisoner  to  num 
fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  and  be  confined  witi 
a  ball  and  chain  to  hardlA.boc  for  twelve  caleadv 
Bumths. 

The  court  adjourned  nne  die. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Major  GenerdL  PreeHafOe  Coat 
J.  M.  GLASSELLyi^econicr. 

DEPEIfCE  M. 

FoBT  St.'Mabu,  April  28,  IBIS, 
fEkeJZniied  fttaiea  ef  America w^^Jtotet 
Christy  Ambrister. 

Who  being  arraigned  before  a  spaeial  cmrt- 
martial  upon  the  foflow4ng  cha^ges^  to  wit: 

1st.  Aiding,  abeuing,  and  comfortuu[  tbe  ene- 
my ;  supplying  them  with  the  means  of  wat-,  lie 
being  a  subject  of  Great  Briuun  at  peace  with 
the  united  States,  and  lately  an  officer  in  tbe 
British  colonial  marines. 

.Chabgb  2d.  Seadiag  and  coranuuidiog  tiie 
Lower  Creek  lodisos  in  cvryiog  oa  wuegMiDtt 
the  United  States. 

To  the  first  charge  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  plead- 
ed not  guilty,  and  as  to  ih«  weoad  cbar^  he 
pleaded  guilty,  and  jostificatioo.  Tiie  frisooer 
at  the  bar  feels  grateful  to  tJiis  hoooraUe  eoatt 
for  their  goodness  in  giving  him  a  soffieieot  time 
to  deliberate,  and  arrange  hu  defeoce  oa  ihe  above 
charges.  The  prisoner  at  the  bat  heie  ataUs 
himself-of  the  opportunity  of  sutiagto  this  court 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  testimooy  which  was  u- 
trodueed  in  this  case  was  very  explicit,  and  wi»t 
to  every  point  the  prisoner  coaid  wish,  he  has 
nothing  further  to  offer  in  his  defence,  but  pftts 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  honorable  coorU 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

Hbajmi'bs,  Division  or  tbb  Sooth, 
Ad'ji  Gen' 9  Office,  camp  ^wtieifwrtA^J 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

At  a  special  court-martial,  commenced  on  the 
26th  instant  at  St.  Mark's^  and  cootined  until  im 
28th,  of  which  brevet  Major  General  E,  P.  Gainw 
is  president,  was  tried  A.  ArbnthDOt  on  the  wi- 
iowing  charges  and  specifications,  vix : 

Chabob  Ist.  Exciting  and  stirring  up  the  Ci<« 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  m 
her  citizens ;  he,  A.  Arbuthnot,  being  n  s«Dp 
of  Great.  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  »»'» 
are  at  peace.  . 

Chabob  2d.   Acting  as  a  spy,  aWingi  ^'^r* 
and  comforting  the  enemy,  and  supplyio?  "* 
with  the  means  of  war.  i^ 

Chabob  Sd.  Elciting  the  Indians  to  m^m 
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and  4<Mroy  William  Hambly  and  Sdwa|fd  Doyle, 
confiscate  their  property,.aod  causing  their  arrest 
with  a  Tiew  tu  their  condemnation  to  death^  and 
the  seizoxe  of 'their  property,  they  being  citizens 
of  Spain,  on  accoant  of  their  active  and  zealous 
exertions  to  maintain  peace  between  Spain,  the 
United  States,  and  the  Indians. 

To  which  charge  the  prisoner  pleaded  not 
guilty.  The  court,  after  mature  deliberation  on 
the  evidence  adduced,  find  the  prisoner,  A.  Ar- 
buthnot,  guilty  of  the  first  charge,  and  guilty  of 
the  second  charge,  leaving  out,  the  words  '^act- 
ing.as  a  spy  »'^  ana,  after  mature  reflection,  sen- 
tence him,  A.  Arbuthnot,  to  be  suspended  by  the 
neck  until  he  iadead. 

Was  also  tried  Robert  C  Ambrister  on  the 
fpllowing  charges,  viz: 

CflAitiSB  1st*  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comfort- 
ing the  enen^y,  and  supplying  them  with  the 
means  of  war,  he  being  a  subject  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, (ivl^o  are  at  i>e^e  with  the  United  ^tatee^) 
and  late  an  oficar  in  tj^e  Bri^sh  colonial  marioes. 

C^ARGfi  dd.  Leading  and  commanding  the 
Lower  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  a  war  against 
the  United  States. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pl^ded  as  fol- 
lows, vUt :  T6  the  first  charge  not  guilty ;  to  the 
second  charge  guilty,  and  justification. 

The  court,  on  examination  of  evidence,  and 
on  mature  deliberation,  find  the  prisoner,  Robeh 
G.  Am.brister,  guilty  of  the  first  and  second 
charges,  and  do  therefore  sentence  htm  to  suffer 
death  by  being  shot.  -The  members  requesting 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  oo  this  sentence, 
and  it  being  had,  they  sentence  the  prisoner  to 
receive  fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  and  be  con- 
fined with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  for 
twelve  calendar  months. 

•  The  Commanding  General  approves  the  find- 
ing and  sentence  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  A. 
Arbuthnot,  and  approves  the  finding  and  ficst 
sentence  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Robert  C. 
Ainbrister,  and  disapproves  the  reconsideration 
of  the  sentence  of  the  honorable  court  in  this 
case.  It  aippears  from  the  evidence  and  pleading 
of  the  prisoner  that  he  did  lead  and  comman£ 
within  the  territory  of  Spain,  (being  a  subject  of 
Qreat  Britain,)  the  Indians  io  war  against  the 
United  Slates,  those  nations  being  at  peace.  It 
is  an  established  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations 
that  any  indiviauat  of  a  nation  making  war 
against  the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they  being 
at  peace,  forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  becomes  an 
outlaw  and  pirate ;  this  is  the  case  of  Robert  C* 
Ambrister,  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  ad- 
duced. 

The  Commanding  Geueral  orders,  that  Brevet 
A.  C.'W.  Vanning,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  will 
have,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  oxlock, 
A.  M.,  A.  Arbuthnot  suspended  by  the  neck,  with 
a  rope,  until  he  is  dead^  and  Robert  C.  Ambris- 
ter to  be  shot  to  deaihf  agreeably  to  t^e  sentence 
of  the  court. 

John  James  Arbuthnot  will  be  furnished  with 
a  passage  to  Pensacola  by  the  first  vessel. 


The  special  court,  of  which  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
eral E.  r.  Gaines  is  President,  is  dissolved. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Jackson. 

BiOBfiRT  BUTLER,  AJJ.  Gen. 

Adj't  AMD  Ins.  Gem's  Ofpice, 

September  23, 1818. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  papers  on  filtt 
in  this  office. 

Department  or  War,  Aiff.  14, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
the  orders  to  General  Gaioes,  growing  out  of  the 
late  decision  of  the  President,  relative  to  St. 
Mark's  and  Pensacola.  fSee  letter  to  Qeneial 
Gaines  of  August  U,  1818.] 

I  was  directed  by  the  President  to  wait  the  rt* 
ply  of  the  Spanish  Minister  to  Mr.  Adams's  let- 
ter to  him,  which,  not  being  received  until  thd 
day  before  yestejcday  has  caused  so  great  a  delay 
as  to  render  it  necessary  to  send  the  orders  direct 
to  General  Gaines,  without  passing  them  through 
you.    I  hav^,  4tc. 

J.C.CALHOUN. 

Major  Gen.  Andbbw  Jaoi^son. 

NoihviUe  Tenneeeee. 


The  followiaft  depbtitions  and  documents  ac- 
companied Mri  Lacoek's  report  made  to  theiSea- 
ate  on  the  24,fh  of  February,  1818: 

No.  1.     ^ 

Dbpartmbnt  of  War,  A&.  10, 1819. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  made  in  your 
letter  of  the  dxh  instant,  t  now  transpfiit  an  extract 
of  General  Jackson's  letter  of  thie  10th  of  August 
last,  and  a  copy  of  General  Jackson's  order  to 
General  Gaines,  of  the  7th  of  last  August,  in  re- 
lation to  St.  Augustine ;  a  copy  of  the  order  to 
General  Gaines,  of  the  1st  pf  .September ;  and  an 
extract  of  the  iansw'6r  to  General  Jackson's  letter 
Of  tlie  Ibih  <)f  August,  18i8  j^whiph  pqmprehend 
ail  the  info^biatibii  required  by  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  dtc. 

J.  a  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Abver  Lacocc,  Cftod-man,  ^e, 

No.8. 

HfiADa'RS,  DiVlSlQN  OF  THE  SOUTB, 

Nashville^  January  12, 1818. 

Sir  :  r  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  order  of  the  26th  ultimo,  which 
reached  me  last  night ;  its  contents  are  duly  noted, 
and  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

I  hare  received  no. late  advices  frofn  General 
Gaines,  although  I  have  for  some  time  expected 
the  return  of  the  express  sent  to  him  on  the  24th 
of  November  last.  Takinginto  view  thestrength 
of  the  Seminoles  and  their  adherents,  as  reported 
to  you  by  General  Gaines,  and  the  aggregate  of 
his  strength,  regulars  and  militia,  amounting  to 
but  one  tbousand  eight  hundred  men,  which  can- 
not possibly  afford  a  like  number  of  effectives; 
considering,  likewise,  that  the  greater  portion  of 
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h»  forces  are  draughted  militia,  from  Georgia, 
who  may  apply  for  their  discharge  at  the  eipira- 
tion  of  three  months  horn  the  time  they^  were 
first  tQUstered,  and  who  may  be  disposed  to  claim 
this  rieht,  and  abandon  the  campaign,  about  the 
tiqie  Icould  reach  Fort  Scott,  I  have  deemed  it 
both  prudent  and  advisable  to  call  from  the  west 
end  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  one  thousand 
Tolnnteer  mounted  gun-men,  to  serve  during  the 
campaign.  With  this  force,  in  conjunction  with 
the  regular  troops,  I  can  act  promptly,  and,  with 
the  smiles  of  Heaven,  successfully,  against  any 
force  that  can  be  concentrated  by  the  Seminoles 
and  their  auiiliaries.  Viewing,  however,  the  lives 
of  our  citizens  as  too  precious  to  be  risked  in  a 
epntest  with  savages,  with  the  odds  of  two  to 
one,  unless  where  real  necessity  demands  the  ex- 
posure, I  have  therefore  written  to  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  to  continue  in  the  field  the  one  thou- 
Mud  men  required  by  General  Gaines. 

The  result  of  the  appeal  I  have  made  to  the 
patriotism  of  those  brave  men  in  West  Tennes* 
•ee,  who  have  so  often  followed  me  to  the  field  of 
danger,  will  be  known  by  the  19lh  instant,  and  I 
hope  to  leave  this  for  Fort  Scott  on  the  22d.  Of 
my  movements,  and  success  in  raising  the  mount-^ 
ed  volunteers,  you  shall  be  advised. 

It  may  appear  to  the  Government,  on  the  first 
▼iew,  that  mounted  men  are  the  most  expensive ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  rapidity  pf  their  move- 


this  instance  saved,  mounted  gun-men,  as  auxil- 
iaries in  such  a  campaign  as  the  one  contem- 
plated, will  be  found  to  save  both,  blood  and  trea- 
sure to  the  United  Stales.  The  volunteers  that 
have  been  invited  to  the  field  are  of  tried  mate- 
rials, and  such  as  can  be  relied  on  in  the  day  of 
danger  and  trial.    With  respect,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding, 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Sec^ry  of  War. 

I  feel  myself  much  at  a  loss  for  correct  topo- 
graphical mfbrmation  of  the  country  occupied 
by  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  particularly  of  that 
portion  which  may  possibly  become  the  seat  of 
war.  Should  there  be  any  maps,  plans,  or  charts, 
of  the  section  of  country  alluded  to,  in  the  secret 
bureau  of  the  War  Department,  you  will  oblige 
me  by  having  a  copy  transmitted  to  Fort  Scott 
as  early  as  practicable. 

A.  J. 
No.  3. 

HiAna'BB,  Divisioii  of  thb  Sodtb, 

NashvilU^  January  13, 1818. 
Sir:  Being  advised  that  the  assistant  deputy 
quartermaster  general  of  General  Gaines's  bri- 
gade has  resigned,  and  beins  unadvised  as  to 
quartermaster's  funds  within  tne  seventh  depart- 
ment, I  have  to  request  that  necessary  funos  be 
forwarded  to  Quartermaster  General  Gibson,  at 
Fort  Scott,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  meet  me  at 
that  place  without  loss  of  time. 


Should  the  one  thousand  voluDteer  raonnfed 

fun-men  attend  to  my  appeal  to  their  patrioiism, 
shall  send  on  a  confidential  agent  to  Georgia, 
to  have  the  necessary  supplies  for  them  procured 
and  forwarded  by  the  quartermaster,  if  an  f  there, 
to  Fort  Gkiines ;  and,  if  none,  by  the  ag^eni  sent, 
with  instructions  to  draw  on  Q,uarter master  Grea- 
eral  Gibson  for  the  amount  of  his  purchases;  ifaia 
is  done  to  facilitate  the  march  of  the  volunteen 
called  for.    I  need  not  observe  that,  without  qoa^ 
termaster's  funds,  an  army  cannot  be  wieide^ 
either  with  promptitude  or  effect.    Prompiitndt 
in  the  present  campaign  will  be  a  great  aaWngto 
the  United  States,  both  in  character  end  parse. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Mafor  General  Commanding. 
Hon.  JoBH  C.  Calhoun,  Sec^ry  of  War. 

No.  5. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mt^or  General  JadsMon  io 
Brevet  Major  Generdi  Gainet^  daUi 


Nashville,  August  7, 1818. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  notorious  Micco  dc 
Cozey  is  at  length  destroyed.  The  distress  of 
the  Indians  for  provisions  1  expected.  Your  pro- 
viding for  their  wants  meets  my  entire  approba- 
tion i  it  will  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
Government,  as  it  correspoads  with  the  usual 
humanity  extended  to  the  sofiTering  Indians. 

I  have  noted  with  attention  Jliajor  Twiggs^s 
letter,  marked  No.  5,  1  contemplated  that  che 
agents  of  Spain,  or  the  officers  of  Fort  St.  An- 

fustine,  would  excite  the  lndianstoboatiUiy,and 
urnish  them  with  the  means  of  war.  It  w'dl  be 
necesaary  to  obtain  evidence  subsiantiaiing  this 
fact,  and  that  the  hostile  Indians  have  been  fed 
and  furnished  from  the  garrison  of  St.  Augustgoe. 
*rhis  being  obtained,  should  you  deem  your  force 
sufficient,  vou  will  proceed  to,  take,  and  garrison. 
Fort  St.  Augustine  with  American  troops,  and 
hold  the  garrison  prisoners  until  you  hear  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  transport 
them  to  Cuba,  as,  in  your  judgment,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  you  may  think  best. 

uei  it  be  remembered,  that  the  proceedings 
carried  on  by  me,  or  this  order,  are  not  on  the 
ground  that  we  are  at  war  with  Spain.  Ii  is  on 
the  ground  of  self-preservation,  bottomed  on  the 
broad  basis  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations, 
and  justified  by  giving  peace  and  security  to  oor 
frontier ;  hence  the  necessity  of  procuring  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  of  the  agents  or  o£cers  of 
Spain  having  excited  the  Indians  tocontiouethe 
war  against  us,  and  that  they  have  furnished 
them  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war. 
This  evidence  being  obtained,  you  will  (if  year 
force  is  sufficient)  permit  nothing  to  prevent  yoa 
from  reducing  Fort  St.  Augustine  except  a  pos- 
itive order  from  the  Department  or  War. 

Orders,  some  time  since,  have  been  given  to  the 
officer  of  the  ordnance  commanding  at  Charleston, 
to  have  in  readiness  a  complete  battering  train, 
the  number  and  caliber  of  the  guns  pointed  out 
I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  them  in  readiness. 
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I  enclose  you  the  report  of  Captain  Henley  of 
the  naval  force  on  that  station.  Tou  will  open 
a  correspondence  with  Commandant  A.  G.  Dal- 
las, to  insure  his  co-operation,  provided  it  should 
be  required.  I  trust,  before  this  reaches  you,  yon 
will  have  destroyed  the  settlement  collected  at 
Sawanee ;  this  can  easily  be  done  by  a  coup  de 
mninj  provided  secrecy  of  your  movements  be 
observed,  and  a  yreat  eipedition  of  march  used. 
Without  expedition  of  movement,  and  great  cau- 
tion, you  will  be  discovered,  and  the  enemy  will 
flee,  or  endeavor  to  ambuscaae  you ;  both  of  which 
ouffht  to  be  guarded  against. 

Have  a  careful  eye  to  your  supplies  on  band, 
that,  before  they  are  consumed,  others  may  be 
ordered  and  reach  you.    Without  necessary  sup- 

J^lies,  an  army  cannot  operate  with  effect.  The 
ate  scarcity  ought  to  teach  us  a  lesson  on  this 
head,  never  to  be  forgotten.  I  therefore  expect 
that  no  scarcity  will  happen  at  any  place,  post, 
or  garrison,  intrusted  to  your  carew  I  shall  ex- 
pect 10  hear  from  you  shoitly ;  and  that  you  and 
your  brigade  may  be  successful  in  all  your  opera- 
tions, and  cover  yourselves  with  glory,  is  my 
heartfelt  wish. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Oeneral  commanding. 

No.  6. 

Hbaou'rb,  Division  of  run  South, 

Naahmtte,  Augu$t  10, 1818. 

Captain  Qadsden  will  likewise  deliver  you  his 
report,  made  in  pursuance  of  my  order,  accom- 
panied with  the  plans  of  the  fortifications  thought 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Floridas,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  line  of  defence  on  our  Southern 
frontier.  This  was  done  under  the  belief  that 
Government  will  never  jeopardize  the  safety  of  the 
Union,  or  the  security  of  our  frontier,  by  surren- 
dering those  posts,  unless  upon  a  sure  guaranty, 
agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  that  will  insure  permanent  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  securitjr,  to  our  Southern  fron- 
tier. It  is  believed  that  Spaio  can  never  furnish 
this  guaranty.  As  long  as  there  are  Indians  in 
Florida,  and  it  possessed  by  Spain,  they  will  be 
excited  to  war  and  the  indiscriminate  murder  of 
our  citizens,  by  foreign  agents  and  Spanish  offi- 
cers. The  conduct  of  Spain  for  the  last  six 
years  fully  proves  this.  It  was  under  the  belief 
that  the  Floridas  would  be  held,  that  my  orders 
to  make  the  report  were  given  to  Captain  Qads- 
den. To  this  1  refer  you;  its  perusal  will  show 
you  how  important  it  is,  not  only  to  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  frontier,  but  to  the  whole 
Dnited  States.  It  points  to  our  vulnerable  points, 
and  shows  our  country  can  and  was  intended  to 
be  invaded,  during  the  last  war,  from  this  quar- 
ter ;  and  that  the  attempt  would  have  been  made, 
had  not  the  Creek  Indians  been  subdued  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  British  troops ;  and,  after- 
wards, their  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  Mo. 
bil^  bay  was  frustrated  by  the  repulse  they  met 
with  at  Fort  Bowyer.    If  possession  is  given  of 


the  points  now  occupied  by  our  troops,  and  a  war 
ensues,  an  attempt  will  no  doubt  be  made  to 
penetrate  our  country  by  the  Appalachicola,  and| 
by  the  aid  of  the  Indians,  to  reach  the  Mississippi 
at  or  above  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs.  Should  tnis 
be  done  with  a  formidable  force,  in  our  unpre- 
pared state,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  enemy 
might  reacn  the  banks  or  the  Mississippi.  Occu- 
pying these  points  will  prevent  the  danger  of 
such  an  occurrence  \  surrender  them,  and  I  would 
not,  without  a  much  stronger  force,  hold  myself 
responsible  for  the  safety  of  my  division.  But 
with  those  points  fortified  as  recommended,  and 
with  an  effective  force  of  five  thousand  men,  I 

Sledge  my  life  upon  defending  the  country,  from 
It.  Mary's  to  the  Barrataire,  against  all  the  mach- 
inations and  attacks  of  the  JJofy  Alliance  and 
combined  Europe. 

By  Captain  Gkidsden  you  will  receive  some 
letters,  lately  enclosed  to  me,  detailing  the  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaniards  at  Fort  St.  Augustine 
were  again  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  against  09, 
and  a  copy  of  my  order  to  Qeneml  Gkiines  upon 
this  subject.  It  is  what  I  expected,  and  proven 
the  necessity  and  sound  policy  of  not  only  hold- 
ing the  posts  which  we  are  now  in  possession  of, 
but  likewise  of  our  possessing  ourselves  of  Fort 
St.  Augustine.  This  alone  can  insure  peace  and 
security  on  our  Southern  frontier. 

It  is  alone  by  a  just  and  bold  course  of  eondoet 
that  we  can  expect  to  obtain  and  insure  resp«ct 
from  Europe,  and  not  by  a  timid,  temporixiog^ 
policy.  The  first  commands  admiration  and  ea- 
teem,  the  latter  contempt.  But,  from  the  eompo- 
sition  of  the  present  Administration,  I  ean  never 
suppose  that  they  will  abandon  rights,  or  asauaier 
a  timid  and  temporizing  course  of  policy.  I 
therefore  conclude  that  the  posts  will  never  be 
surrenderedi  unless  upon  the  terms  agreed  on  in 
the  capitulation,  and  then  it  guarantied  that  those 
terms  will  be  punctually  fulfilled;  particularly 
when  it  is  reeolleeted  that,  unless  this  is  doneL 
our  frontier  will  be  exposea  to  all  the  scenes  oc 
blood  and  massacre  heretofore  experienced ;  and 
to  regain  them  will  cost  u$  much  blood  and  tren* 
sure,  in  the  event  of  a  war.  The  security  of  the 
Western  States  readers  it  necessary  that  they 
should  be  held :  the  voice  of  the  paople  will  de« 
mand  it.  But  upon  this^  as  well  as  every  other 
subject,  I  refer  yon  to  Captain  Qadsden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

AND^W  JACKSON, 
jifajor  General  commanding. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun,  Sec^y  qf  War. 

No.  7. 

DsPARTMENT  OF  Wab,  Sept  1,  1818. 

Su ;  General  Jackson  has  transmitted  to  this 
Department  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  you  of  the  Ttk 
ultimo.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  his  orders  in 
relation  to  St.  Augustine  were  given  before  he 
was  apprized  of  the  decision  of  the  President  ia 
relation  to  St.  Mark's  and  Pensacola ;  as  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  decision  was  made  would 
equally  extend  to  the  case  of  St.  Augustine.   Ton 


M^ 


39^ 


Oiifeat  oftke  Sedtiu^  hidkfk,  fe. 


will  accordingly  not  carry  that  paTt  of  Gkneral 
Jackson's  order  into  execution,  except  to  collect 
with  care  the  evidence  of  stich  facts  as  go  to 

Stove  any  countenance  or  assistance  fVom  the 
Spanish  authority  in  St.  Augustine  to  the  hostile 
Indians;  and  should  you  ascertain  that  they  hare 
afforded  any,  you  will  report  the  facts,  properly 
auppojrted  by  evidence,  to  this  Depattment.  You 
wuf  also  report  the  facts  on  which  you  ordered 
the  issu'e  ofrations  to  the  lodiatis^atid  the  extent 
of  the  issue — I  refer  to  the  issue  Which  is  alluded 
to  in  General  Jackson's  letter  to  you  of  the  7th 
ultimo,  as  the  Department  hi^  nOt  yet  received 
any  information  on  the  subject.    I  have.  dbc.  . 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUIV. 
Gen.  E.  P.  Gaimes. 

No.  8. 

Bxinet  of  a  letferfrom  J*  C.  CMlhaurh  Storkwry  of 
War,  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jaekicn,  ddied 

SsPTiltBBE  8, 1818. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  ordera  of  the  t4th  vflti* 
ma  to  Geireral  Qaincs  tor  your  information.  I 
conemr  io  the  viewwhich  von  bare  taken  in  re- 
latioa  to  the  importattce  ot  Florida  to  the  effee- 
toal  peace  and  security  of  our  Southern  frontier; 
Jtnd  soeb,  I  believe,- is  the  opinion  of  every  ntenh 
ber  of  the. Administration,  in  iket,  the  orounda 
^taiteed  are  very  fat  from  being  feeUe.  St. 
Mark%  will  be  retained  until  Spain  shall  be  ready 
tpgarriaon  itwitti  a  suffioient  force}  an'd  Fort 
Gscbden,  and  any  other  position  in  Bast  or  West 
Flortdv,  wJthiii  tlie  I&diaa  country,  whieli  may 
be  deemed  eligible,  will  be'  retained  ao  long  as 
tkcve  ia  any  danger  |  which!,  it  is  hoped,  will  af* 
ibrd  the  desired  aeearity.  We  ought,  it  is  true, 
never  to  resort  to  timid  measures  to  avoid  war; 
bm  it  appears  to  me  that  a  certain  degree  of  cau- 
tion (not  from  the  fear  of  the  Holy  Ailisnce) 
oiigh^  St  this  tfm^,  to  mark  our  policy.  A  war 
with  Spain,  were  it  to  continue  with  her  alone, 
and  were  there  no  great  neutral  Powers  to  avail 
themselvea  of  the  opportunity  of  embarrassing  us, 
would  be  nothing ;  but  such  a  war  would  not 
ootftinue  long  without  involving  other  parties, 
and  it  certainly  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  an  En- 
glish war.  Id  $uch  a  war  I  would  not  fear  for 
the  fate  of  our  country ;  but.  certainly,  if  it  can 
be  prudentlv  and  honorably  avoided  for  the  pres- 
ent, it  ought  to  be.  We  want  time— time  to 
grow,  to  perfect  our  fortifications,  to  enlarge  our 
navyi  to  replenish  our  depptt,  and  to  pay  our 
debts.  I  speak  to  you  frankly,  knowing  your  seal 
for  our  country,  with  whose  glory  yours  is  now 
identified.  No  one  who  has  examined  my  politi* 
eal  course  will^  I  am  sure,  think  that  these  opin- 
ions are  influenced  by  timid  councils. 

[NoTfi.  The  order  of  the  14th  of  August,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  extract,  has  been  already^ 
communicated  to  Congress.] 

No.  9. 
Fort  CitAWFosD,  May  19, 1818. 

.  D£AR  Sir**.  Proceeding  to  Georgia  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  my  family  to  this  Territory,  and 


desirous  t6  prbvideTor  the  safety  of  the  tahafii-  i 
tants  on  the  frontiers  during  nory  absenee,  I  hare 
sooflfht  an  interview  with  the  officer  In  comaaand 
at  this  place.  At  Camp  Montgomery  I  lenrned 
that  you  would  probably  reach  this  pfmce  in  a 
few  days,  and  inu^lged  the  hope  of  aeefn^foo. 
Au  interview  with  you  would  have  been  to  me 
a  source  of  much  pleasure,  and  I  regrret  that 
my  arrangements  Will  not  permit  me  to  await 
your  arrival. 

The  Indianis  commenced  their  murderous  in- 
cursions on  the  frontier  settlements  io  January 
last,  when  two  men  were  killed  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. No  events  occurred  afterwards  to  excite 
apprehension  until  the  14th  of  March,  when  a 
house  on  the  Eederal  Road,  near  Poplar  Spring, 
was  attacked,  and  eight  persons  killed.  This  in* 
telligence  reached  me  at  Claiborne,  from  whence 
a  detachment  of  mounted  riflemen  was  immedi- 
ately ordered  to  the  place,  for  one  mokith's  ser- 
vice. A  few  days  afterwards  five  men,  while 
travelling  thte  road,  wereflredat,and  three  killed; 
from  whom  flfteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  dol* 
lars  were  takeik.  The  people,  for  the  most  nart, 
were  flying  for  safety  in  every  direction,  ana  an 
communication  by  marl^r  otherwise,  with  Geo^ 
gia,  wholly  suspended.  The  Indians  were  known 
to  be  still  in  thtt  ^uarteir.  In'  this  state  of  things, 
three  posts  were  established  by  my  order,  at  ^hich 
there  are  in  the  whole  about  one  hundred  men, 
who  have  instractions  to  scour  the  woods  from 
day  to'  day.  A  fortnight  since  they  fouad  a 
campy  but,  on  their  approach,  the  eneiny  fled  to 
a  contiguous  swampi  from  wbence  they  fired,  and 
killed  one  man.  The  commanding  officer  in- 
forms me  that  hie  thinks  the  number  of  Indiana 
now  in'  the  neighborhood  considerable.  I  should 
have  mentioned  that,  in  April,  a  house,  wiihln 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  Claiborne,  was  attack- 
ed i  the  husband  killed,  and  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters  wounded.  Thirty  dollars,  a  quantity  of  ba- 
con, and  every  article  which  could  be  conveyed 
away,  taken  and  carried  to  Pensacola,  where  I 
believe  the  murderers  might  siill  be  found. 

I  yesterday  learned  that  one  Indian  was  killed, 
and  another  wounded,  near  the  Poplar  Spring. 
This  detail  of  events  however  was  probably  un- 
necessary, as  you  will  receive  from  Major  Young 
every  intelligence  upon  the  subject.  My  princi- 
pal object  is  to  state  that,  in  my  eflbrts  to  protect 
the  people  over  whom  I  preside,  the  territorial 
treasury  being  destitute  of  foods,  nas  afibrded  me 
no  supplies  whatsoever;  nor  has  it  been  in  the 
power  of  the  Commandiog  officer  here  to  render 
the  aid  which  he  has  uniformly  manifested  the 
best  disposition  to  afibrd.  I  am  desirous  that  the 
troops  E^hould  be  considered  as  in  the  service  of 
the  Uhited  State?,  and  the  accounts  stdjusted 
when  thefr  term  of  service  expires.  One  com- 
pany rendezvoused  at  Poplar  Spring,  for  three 
months'  service,  on  the  10th  April,  and  a  detacb- 
ment  of  twenty-five  at  Sepulger  lately^  for  the 
same  term  of  service.  The  expenditures  ioear- 
red  have  been  considerable,  and  altogether  be- 
yond my  means  of  paying.  You  will  readily 
perceive  how  unpleasant  has  been  my  aitoation 


9988 


AFFBECDIX. 


nstt 


Ditfedi  cffhe  l^eminole  Jhdiam,  fe. 


inrithofit  the  mcADtof  tffording  the  pnroteation  ne- 
cessary to  keep  the  iDbabitaats  at  their  homes. 
The  refftilaT  force  in  this  quarter  has  been  insuf- 
ficient for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  the  militia 
I  have  not  had  time  to  organize;  and,  abore  all, 
act  a  dollar  in  the  treasury.  My  riews  of  the 
necessity  of  forwarding^  nien  and  mone4  to  this 
section  of  the  country  hare  been  repeatealy  stated 
to  Ookmel  Trimble,  but  I  apprehend  it  has  not 
iMen  in  his  power  to  meet  them. 

Hating  endeavored  in  Tain,  with*  my  limited 
resources,  to  arrest  the  enemy  after  their  succes- 
sive murders;  and  being  satisfied  that  they  sought 
refuge  in  Florida,  I  determined  to  raise  a  volun- 
teer force,  and  order  them  to  attack  the  hostile 
Indians  without  regard  to  our  boundary.  A  part 
of  the  force  is  now  under  the  command  of  Major 
Toung,  and  Captain  BtuII  is  in  possession  of  my 
order.  Had  1  been  furnished  with  funds,  the 
enemv  would  have  been  driven  from  that  retreat 
long  oefore  this  time-^perauaded  as  I  am  that  it 
is  the  only  eifSectual  method  of  affording  secu- 
ritj  to  this  territory. 

I  have  this  moment  received  intelligence  which 
leaves  no  doubt  of  vour  approach  to  this  quarter; 
and  I  shall  now  leave  the  Territory  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  people  will  not  suflerby  my  al>- 
sence.  Mr.  Henry  Hitchcock  is  appointed  Ter- 
ritorial Secretary,  and  will  act  as  Governor  after 
I  set  out  from  Fort  Jackson,  which  will  be  on  the 
26tb  or  27th  of  this  month.  1  may  however  be 
detained  a  few  days  longer  in  arranging  with  the 
Big  Warrior  the  reception  of  a  party  of  Indians 
who  have  sued  fbr  peace,  and  delivered  them- 
selves to  Major  Youn^.  This  tkey  did  so  soon 
as  the  Major  convinced  them,  by  a  well-timed 
and  well-executed  expedition,  that  they  would  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  murder  our  citizens,  and 
find  refuge  in  the  Spanish  territory. 

There  are  at  this  place  forty  volunteers,  and 
the  same  number  of  militia  at  Camp  Montgom- 
ery. Sbould  you  need  any  additional  aid  from  the 
Territory  it  would  be  promptly  furnished,  should 
yoe  notify  me  at  Fort  Jackson  before  my  de- 
parture. 

I  enclose  to  you  fetters  I  have  reoefved  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  near  Pop- 
lar Spring,  which  will  present  to  you  the  state  of 
tilings  in  that  quarter. 

Sxeuse  this  hasty  scrawl,  and  accept  the  assv- 
rances  of  my  regard  and  esteem. 

WILLIAM  W.  BIBB. 

No.  10. 

PATMA8T£Ja  GeNBRAL'S  OfFIOB, 

CUy  of  Washingkm,  Feb.  20, 1819. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  tke 
present  month  I  have  the  bonor  to  state: 

1st.  That  ^  the  numbers  and  grades  of  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded  the  detachment  of  Ind^s 
employed  under  Mcintosh,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Indians^"  appear,  from  the  accounts  of  the 
agent  who  paid  them,  to  have  been — 

One  Brigadier  General. 
Two  Colonels. 


Two  Lieotenaat  Colonels. 

Two  Majors. 

One  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Four  Assistant  Commissaries. 

Twenty-eight  Captains. 

Twenty-eight  First  Lieutenants. 

Twenty-eight  Second  LieutenanU. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventeen  rank 
and  file,  (or  other  warriors.) 

2d.  That "  the  number  and  grades  of  the  offi- 
cers, who  commanded  the  Tennessee  and  Kenp 
tocky  volanteers,"  appear,  from  the  rolls  which 
mustered  them  into  service,  to  have  been— 

One  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

One  Assistant  lospeotor  General. 

Oae  Assistant  Deputy  ftuartermaater  General*. 

One  Chaplaitt. 

One  ForagemasCer. 

One  Assistant  Foragemastef^ 

One  Judge  Advocate. 

.Two  Colonels. 

Four  Lieutenant  Colonels. 

Four  Majors. 

Fear  Adjutants,  (regimental.) 

Two  Q^oartermasters,  (regimental.) 

Two  Surgeons,  (regimental.) 

Four  Surgeon^  mates,  fregimental.) 

Four  Sergeant  majors,  (regimental.) 

Four  Quartermaster  sergeants. 

Twenty  Captains. 

Twenty  First  Lieutenants. 

Bigbteen  Second  Lieutenants. 

Bleven  Third  Lieutenants. 

Seventeen  Cornets. 

Of  whom  one  Captain  and  one  First  Lientea* 
ant  appear  to  have  belonged  to  Kentucky ;  the 
others  to  Tennessee. 

3d.  That  **  the  number  and  gradea  of  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded  (or  served  with)  the  two 
eoinpanies  of  rangers,''  under  Captains  Boyle  ai^ 
McGirt,  appear,  from  a  communication  of  the 
paymaster  of  the  4th  resiment  of  influitry,  dated 
the  23d  of  September,  1818^  to  have  been-*- 

Two  Captains. 

Two  First  Lieutenants. 

Two  Second  Lieutenants. 

One  Surgeon's  mate. 

I  ami}  very  respectAilly,  &c. 

NATH»L  FRTB,  Jr., 

Chief  Oerk. 

Hon.  Abwcr  Laoock, 

C%ahtnan  of  Cbmmiftee,  %e. 

No.  11. 

Patmastbb  Gsnbbal's  Officb, 

City  of  WoBkingUm,  Feb.  23, 1819. 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  dale  ia  new 
before  mej  and,  with  reference  to  my  note  of  the 
80th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  <<the  whole 
number  of  men  (rank  and  file)  etaiployed  as  vol«- 
uoteers  from  Tennesaee  and  iLentuieky,"  appear^ 
from  the  muster-rolls,  to  have  been  one  thooeau 
one  hundred' and  sixty-three;  the  namher  eiii» 
pftoyed  in  Captain  Boyle's  and  Captain  McQkt'a 
eompanics  or  rangers  one  hundred  iiid  focty. 
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With  sentimeDts  of  maeh  respect,  I  am,  air, 
your  most  obedient, 

NATH'L  FRYB,  Jr., 

a^ief  Oerk. 
Hod.  Abner  Lacock, 

Oiairman  of  OmmUtee^  ^c. 

No.  12. 
Wasbinoton  CiTT,  Feb,  h.  1819. 

Bir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
'«eipt  of  your  letter  of  the  present  date,  enclosing 
•a  communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  com-" 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  requesting  of  you  a  copy  of 
'the  letter  addressed  by  Major  White  Young  to 
*Qorernor  Mazot,  on  the  27th  April,  1818.  Not 
^having  received  a  report  from  Major  Young  reU 
ative  to  the  correspondence  with  Qovernor  Ma- 
zot^ or  his  attack  on  the  hostile  Indians  in  the 
Ticinity  of  Pensacola,  the  only  information  I 
possess  on  the  subject  is  contained  in  the  letter 
of  Qovernor  Bibb,  dated  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1818,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  you. 

On  my  return  from  Suwanee  to  St.  Mark's,  I 
was  informed  (through  the  n^ediom  of  Mr.  Hara- 
bly)  by  the  captain  of  a  vessel  direct  from  Pen- 
sacola, that  a  number  of  hostile  Indians  had  as- 
sembled at  that  place.  On  interrogating  the 
captain^  he  reluctantly  stated  |hat,  at  the  time  of 
his  sailing,  there  were  in  Pensacola  four  hundred 
and  fifty  or  five  hundred  Indians;  that  thev  had 
been  fed  and  furnished  with  munitions  of  war, 
and  were  committing  depredations  on  the  |per- 
•ons  and  propertv  of  the  citizens  on  the  frontiers 
of  Alabama^  ana  also  on  the  subjects  of  Spain. 
After  receiving  this  information  1  informed  you, 
in  my  letter  dated  at  St.  Mark's,  on  the  26th  April, 
that  1  should  leave  that  placia  for  Fort  Qadsden 
io  two  or  thr^ee  day&  and,  after  making  ail  neces- 
sary arrangements  tor  the  security  of  the  posi- 
tion occupied,  and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the 
country  west  of  the  Appalachicoia,  I  should  pro- 
ceed direct  to  Nashville.  I  then  ordered  Captain 
Sands  to  Mobile,  to  prepare  and  hold  in  readiness 
a  train  of  artillery,  should  circumstances  arising 
out  of  facts  disclosed  render  jts  use  in  the  field 
necessary.  On  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  I 
thought  It  my  duty  to  be  prepared  fully  to  exe- 
cute my  orders  in  putting  an  end  to  the  conflict. 

On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Gadsden  my  quarter- 
master general,  Colonel  Geprffe  Gibson,  who  was 
charged  with  the  defence  of  that  post,  handed 
me  several  letters,  brought  from  Fort  Montgom- 
ery by  Major  Hogan,  from  respectable  citizens, 
confirming  the  report  made  by  the  captain  of  the 
schooner  while  at  St.  Mark's,  and  detailing  the 
murder  of  eighteen  of  our  citizens  on  the  Seoul' 

?er,  and  the  destruction  of  a  family  near  Fort 
Uaiborne.  Major  Hogan  also  confirmed  this 
ioformatioo,  and  added  that  the  citizens  at  Mont- 
womtXY  were  fortifying  themselves.  Similar  in- 
formation was  received  from  two  gentlemen  who 
arrived  in  a  vessel  laden  with  sutler's  stores  for 
the  troops  at  Fort  Gadsden,  bat  whose  names  are 
not  now  recollected,  and  by  the  captains  of  the 
sloop  Hector  and  barge  Peacock,  direct  from 
Mobile.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  I  was  shown 


a  letter  (confidentially  written)  from  a  jperson  of 
high  respectability  in  Pensacola,  detailing  the 
facts  as  stated  by  the  captain  of  the  schooner  at 
St.  Mark's. 

This  information,  corroborated  by  so  many  per- 
sons, determined  me  to  go  in  person  to  Pensacola; 
and  I  ordered  Colonel  Uibson  forthwith  to  Mo- 
bile, with  instructions  to  give  every  facility  to 
Captain  Sands  in  having  the  artillery  secretly 
moved  to  Fort  Montgomery,  there  to  await  my 
orders;  and  immediately  organized  a  force  sufla- 
cient  for  the  execution  of  my  orders,  under  date 
of  26th  December,  1817. 

After  crossing  theChoctawhatchy,!  deapatched 
an  Indian  guide  with  a  soldier  express  to  Fort 
Crawford,  with  orders  to  Colonel  Gibson  and 
Captain  Sands,  at  Fort  Montgomery^  to  move  on 
the  anillery,  and  form  a  junction  with  me  after 
I  crossed-  the  Escambia  river;  which  order  was 
promptly  executed.  On  my  reaching  the  Escam- 
bia I  was  met  by  Captain  Boyle,  express  from 
Governor  Bibb,  with  the  letter  of  the  19th  of 
Mav  above  mentioned,  and,  on  reaching  the  west 
bank,  received  information  that  Holmes  and  his 
warriors  were  then,  in  Pensacola,  for  which  place 
I  immediately  marched.  For  my  proceedings 
thereafter  I  refer  you  to  my  detailed  report. 

Should  you  wish  information  on  any  other 
points  growing  out  of  my  military  operations 
during  that >  campaign,  it  will  afford  me  much 
pleasure  to  give  it  to  you. 
I  am  sir,  yours,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  ccmvmding. 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun. 

No.  13. 

Fort  Covimoton,  near  Baltimore, 

February  5, 1819. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
vour  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and,  ill 
answer  to  your  interrogatories,  00  all  of  which  I 
am  unable  to  give  you  the  information  required. 
I  was  however,  with  the  troops  at  Fort  Scott, 
under  the  command  of  Greoeral  Gkines,  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  I  was  never  ordered 
with  any  detachment  to  reo^ove  the  Indians  from 
the  lands  of  the  United  States.  Brevet  Major 
Twiggs,  of  the  7th  regiment  United  States'  in- 
fantry, commanded  the  first  detachment  that 
visited  the  Indian  village  called  Fowltown,  situ- 
ated on  the  east  side  ot  Flint  river,  by  the  order 
of  the  General ;  the  nature  of  his  orders  I  know 
not.  neither  can  I  say  who  fired  the  first  gun.  I 
unaerstood  at  the  time,  that,  on  the  approach  of 
our  troops,  the  Indians  fled  from  their  houses  to 
an  adjacent  swamp;  they  were  fired  on,  and  two 
warriors  and,  unfortunately,  one  woman  were 
killed ;  there  was  one  prisoner  taken  by  the  de- 
tachment,  on  its  march  to  Fowltown,  and  who 
was  afterwards  confined  as  a  prisoner  at  For( 
Scott.  This  detachment  brought,  on  their  return, 
three  or  four  Indian  horses. 

The  second  detachment  that  visited  the  village 
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of  FowltowD,  was  placed  under  the  eommaod  of 
Lieatenant  Colonel  Arbockle,  of  the  7tb  infantry, 
who,  on  a  near  approach,  detached  me  with  a 
command  to  adf  ance  on  the  yitlage  by  a  different 
route  from  that  which  he  took ;  my  orders  from 
him  were  to  take  prisoners,  if  possible,  bnt  if  an 
attempt  to  escape  was  made,  to  fire ;  and  to  ex- 
amine all  the  buildings  for  corn.  We  were, 
however,  discorered  when  within  two  hundred 
yards,  and  the  Indians  took  to  flight,  giying  the 
war  whoop,  and  firing  alarm  guns.  €K)rn,  cattle, 
and  other  prorisions,  I  hare  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, was  the  object  of  this  visit.  We  had  one  or 
two  wagons  with  the  detachment,  which  were 
lotdiog  with  corn  from  the  cribs  of  the  Indians, 
when  an  attack  was  commenced  by  them,  in 
which  we  had  one  man  killed ;  as  tne  Indians 
fought  in  the  edge  of  the  swamp,  their  loss  was 
not  ascertained,  otherwise  than  by  their  o^n 
acknowledgment,  which  was  afterwards  said  to 
be  five  or  six  warriors  killed.  We  brouffht  off 
all  the  corn  which  we  conveniently  could,  and| 
perhaps,  fifteen  or  eighteen  head  or  cattle,  and  a 
few  horses.  Previous  to  our  return  to  Fort  8cott, 
the  detachment  was  halted  on  the  Flint  river, 
three  miles  from  Fowltown,  and  twelve  from  Fort 
Scott,  where  they  remained  four  or  five  days  in 
building  a  small  picket  work,  called  Fort  Hughes. 
The  provisions  thus  taken  was  just  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  the  troops  during  their  absence 
frona  Fort  Scott. 

The  third  and  last  visit  paid  the  village  by  our 
troops,  was  during  the  absence  of  Qeneral  Qalnes, 
who  was  at  Amelia  Island.  This  detachment 
was  also  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ar- 
buckle,  and,  on  our  arrival, -finding  the  place 
entirely  abandoned  by  the  Indians,  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire. 

The  horses  taken  by  the  detachment  under 
Major  Twiggs,  as  well  as  those  taken  by  that 
undfer  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ar- 
buckle,  were  considered  of  no  value,  but  were 
ordtred  by  the  Qeneral  to  be  turned  into  the  quar- 
temaster's  bands.  I  afterwards  saw  some  of 
them  in  his  possession ;  others  were  claimed  by 
the  fnendly  Indians  as  their  property,  which  were 

f[iveB  up  to  them  by  the  General's  order.  I  be- 
teve,  tir,  that  this  is  all  the  information  which 
it  is  in  my  power  to  give  on  the  subject  that  you 
have  reauested.    I  am,  sir,  ^c. 

JOHN  N.  MoINTOSH, 

Captain  4t^  regt.  U.  S.  Inf. 

The  Hon.  A.  Lacock. 

No.  14. 

ExaCUTIVB  DfiPAATMBHT, 

mUedgmUe,  Ga.  Feb.  6, 1817. 

Sib  :  I  understand  that  the  4th  regiment  of  the 
United  States'  infantry,  which,  for  some  time 

Slat,  has  been  stationed  on  the  frontier  of  this 
tate,  near  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and  Cbata- 
hoocliee  rivets,  is  ordered  to  Fort  Montgomery,  on 
the  waters  of  Mobile,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
other  troops  being  ordered  to  supply  their  place. 
By  this  movement,    not  only  the  frontier  of 


Gleorgia  is  left  without  defence,  but  the  restleas 
and  dissatisfied  part  of  the  Creeks,  who  are  eon" 
centrated  within  the  Spanish  line,  and  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  post  (Camp  Crawford) 
lately  ooeupied  by  the  4th  regiment,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Clinch,  will  be  without  any  check, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  will  indulge  their  propensity 
for  mischief,  by  acts  of  murder  or  rapine,  upon 
defenceless  travellers  and  frontier  settlers.  It  is 
a  fact  well  known  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch, 
and  to  every  officer  with  him  at  Camp  Crawfordj 
that  nothing  has  kept  those  Seminole  Indians, 
who  have  been  joined  by  the  most  inveterate  of 
the  hostile  fellows  from  the  upper  towns  in  cheek, 
bat  the  presence  of  the  troops;  and,  if  they  are 
removed,  some  serious  consequences  are  to  beap« 
prehended.  Besides,  it  is  very  evident  that,  by 
the  removal  of  the  troops  from  Camp  Crawford 
and  the  neighboring  country,  that  portion  of  the 
territory  acquired  1>y  Jackson's  treaty,  as  it  is 
usually  called,  lying  east  of  the  Chatahoochee, 
and  which,  of  course,  fails  to  Georgia,  will  be 
abandoned  to  the  Indians. 

Against  measures  which,  in  my  judgmentj^  will 
produce  these  Tesults,  it.  is  my  duty,  as  chiet  ma- 
gistrate of  Georgia,  to  protest.  I  am  very  far, 
however,  from  believing  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  President,  with  knowledge  of  the  fact,  to 
leave  Georgia,  as  a  frontier  State,  on  the  Indians 
and  the  Spanish  provinces  of  Florida,  unpro* 
teeted;  ana  that  if  the  removal  of  the  troops,  un- 
der Lieutenant  Cjolonel  Clinch  has  been  by  him 
deemed  indispensable,  he  will  order  their  place 
to  he  supplied  by  a  competent  force. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  substance  of  this  let- 
ter may  be  communicated  to  the  President,  and 
that  his  determination  thereon  may  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Executive  of  Georgia,  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible.    I  am,  sir,  dec.     / 

D.  B.  MITCHELL. 

Hon.  the  SaouTAaT  or  War. 

>  « 

No.  15. 
ExEGUTivB  Depaetmbnt,  Geoeoia, 

MUUdgenUe,  Feb.  5, 1817. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  you  are  thus  far  on 
your  way  to  Fort  Montgomery,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  present  opportunity  to  communicate  some 
facts,  in  the  expectation  that  you  will  have  it  in 
your  power,  if  your  judgment  approve,  to  adopt 
the  measures  I  am  ahout  to  propose. 

You,  no  doubt,  have  already  been  informed 
that  the  notorious  Woodbine  has  recently  made 
his  appearance  again  at  the  mouth  of  the  Appa- 
lachicola^  and  that  he  has  an  agent  now  among 
ihe  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  in  that  quarter, 
stirring  them  up  to  acts  of  hostility  against  this 
country ;  and  that  W-oodbine  himself  has  gone  in 
an  armed  vessel  to  some  part  of  the  West  Indies 
for  supplies.  Connected  with  this  fact  is  another, 
which  may  serve  as  an  intimation  of  the  future 
conduct  of  these  people^  when  once  in  possession 
of  the  supplies,  which  it  is  said  they  expect  on 
the  return  of  Woodbine.  About  ten  or  twelve 
days  ago,  a  small  parly  of  those  Indians  entered 
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th0  frontier  of  Wajme  councy,  attd  stole  twti 
horses  ooi  some  eatde.  They  w^e  pvrsiied  by 
lome  of  the  inhtbiisntSy  who  peaeeebly  d^mandea 
«  revtoratioD  of  the  stolea  property,  and,  iasiead 
of  a  tontpiiaDee  oo  the  phrt  or  tfato  Indians,  they 
triim^diately  firH  upon  the  whiicft^  who  retired 
without  firing  a  shot ;  one  of  the  whites  wab  nor* 
tally  woande4 

Before  this  last  cireimistanee  cnine  to  my  knowl- 
edge, I  had  addressed  Ihd  acting  Secretary  of 
War,  and  desired  the  contents  of  my  letter  to  be 
eommvnichted  ta  the  President,  in  which  I  rep* 
resented  the  evil  consequences  that  were  likely  to 
rtsnlt  to  (Georgia,  in  particular,  by  the  r^moTai  of 
the  4tb  regiment  from  Camp  Crawford,  without 
their  place  was  supplied  by  an  adequate  force 
from  some  otherquarter ;  and  requested  the  order 
for  the  removal  of  that  regiment  might  be  coun- 
termanded, or  their  place  supplied.  To  this 
communication  there  hak  not  yet  been  time  to 
receiTc  an  answer.  One  object  of  iby  present 
address  is  to  ki»ow  if  you  daonot  suspend  the 
march  of  the  4th  regiment  until  I  can  hear  from 
the  War  Department,  if  you  do  not  feel  author- 
ized or  disposed  to  order  them  back  to  their  fonuer 
station  at  Camp  Crawfordi  Another  object  of 
the  present  address  grows  out  of  the  foliowtng 
fact:  some  of  oar  people  huTe  gone  over  the 
Ookmulgee,  and  settled  between  that  tittr  and 
the  line  ran  under  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creeks, 
on  or  near  Goose  creek,  of  which  the  Indians 
complain.  I  have  appointed  an  agent  to  go  and 
order  them  off,  and  brtnt:  me  the  names  of  all 
such  as  refuse  to  more  from  the  Indian  land.  I 
am  doubtful,  from  thecharaoter  of  those  intruders, 
that  they  will  not  remove  without  force  is  used 
to  compel  them ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  I 
can  legally  apply  that  force,  and  the  United 
States  can.  I  have  to  request,  if  coosisteqt  with 
yodr  diity,  or  the  orders  of  the  Qeneral  Gbvern- 
ment,  that  you  will  order  a  detaahaienc  of  troops 
to  proceed  to  the  spot,  and  remove  those  intruders. 
I  am  unwilling  to  give  the  Indians  any  just  cause 
of  complaint  against  us,  and  the  more  so,  because 
I  am  determined,  as  long  ds  I  hold  the  station  I 
now  occupy,  nev^r  to  permit  any  aggression  on 
their  part  to  pass  with  impdntty.  I  hold  it  a  good 
rule,  however,  ^  to  do  as  I  would  be  done  by," 
and  am  desirous  of  conforming  to  this  rule-in  the 
present  instanee.    I  am,  sir,  yours,  Ac 

D.  a  MITCHELL. 

Major  Gen.  EoMUiio  P.  GktNBS^ 

No.  16. 

Having  been  sunHooned  to  attend  a  committee 
of  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  xht  United  States, 
to  give  evidence  touching  the  Seminole  war,  1 
did  attend  accordingly,  and,  after  a  verbal  statie- 
ment  to,  and  examination  by.  the  committee,  the 
following  questions  were  asked  me,  with  a  re- 
quest that  1  would  answer  in  writing : 

First,  as  to  "  the  origin  of  the  Seminole  war, 
and  the  Fowltown  afiair.'' 

It  is.  no  doubt,  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
honorable  the  committee,  that,  during  the  late 
war  with  the  British  and  Creeks,  posu  were 


mblished  and  occupied  on  the  AppalaohieeU  by 
British  officers  snd  agents,  and  a  oonsiderahle 
force  there  organiaed  lor  the  purpose  of  annoying 
the  Southern'  frontier  of  the  Uoited  States.    It  is 
also  known  that  the  hostile  Indiana  of  the  Creek 
war,  who  had  aot  embraced  the  terms  of  peace 
proposed  by  Geqeral  Pinokney,  and  finally  settled 
by  tbe  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  had  taken  shelter 
in  the  Floridss.    From  their  resentment,  and  the 
motley  crew  collected  by  Nicholls|  much  mischief 
was  to  be  spprehended  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
frontier  of  Georgia  i  and  the  post  of  Fort  Scott, 
situate  in  the  fork  of  the  Flint  and  Chataboocbee 
rivers,  and  near  their  junction,  was  established 
and  ocoupied  by  a  considerable  force  of  United 
Slates  troops,  for  the  protection  of  that  frontier} 
and  the  same  troopai  with  the  aid  of'some  naval 
force   which  ascended  the  Appalaqbicola,  de* 
stroyed  a  fort  about  sixty  miles  below,  built  by 
Colonel    Nicbolls,  occupied  and  defended  by 
negroes.    The  blowing  up  of  this  fort,  with  its 
negro  garrison,  (for,  except  a  few  Choctaw  In* 
dians,  who  were  uken,  it  is  believed  that  no  other 
Indians  were  in  the  fort,)  bad  a  salutary  infiuence 
in  restraining  the  fugitives  from  the  Creek  war, 
and  those  under  the  influence  of  NichoUs  and  his 
partisans.    I  say  tbe  fuaitives  from  the  Creeh 
war  and  the  partisans  of  Nicholii^  because  it  is 
well  understood  that  the  Semiooles  took  no  part 
in  the  Creek  war.  unless  the  recaiptof  goodsydc 
from  Nicbolls  or  his  sub-agents  be  ooasideited  as 
proof  of  this  fact)  but  the  trach  is,  they  will 
receive  presents  from  any  party,  without  any 
intention  of  adopting  his  pcojects;  and  such|  I 
have  no  doobt,  was  the  case  with  the  Seminolea 
upon  this  occasion.    The  troops  occupying  Fort 
Scott  were,  however,  soon  after  removed,  and  the 
post  abandoned,  or  so  nearly  so,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Indians  at  any  time,  to  have  destroy- 
ed it.    Fiiliag^  at  that  titae,  the  Executive  chair 
of  Georgia,  I  addreseed  the  thea  Secreury  of  War 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  troops,  point- 
ing out  some  of  the  evils  which  were  likely  to 
result,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  the  re-occapa- 
tion  of  the  post  By  a  respectable  force.    To  this 
communication  an  answer  was  received,  by  which 
Iwas  informed  that,  although  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  concentrate  a  respectable 
force  further  to  the  west,  yet  it  never  wte  con- 
templated to  leave  the  irontier  of  Geoigia  ev 
posed. 

The  peace  of  the  frontier  of  Georgia  has  always 
been  exposed  and  disturbed,  more  or  lesi^  by  acts 
of  violence,  committed  as  well  by  the  whites 
as  the  Indians;  and  a  spirit  of  retaliation  has 
mutually  prevailed.  These  petty  acU  of  aggres- 
sion were  increased  and  multiplied  by  a  set  of 
lawless  snd  abindoned  characters,  who  had  taken 
refuge  on  both  eid^  of  the  St.  Mary's  river,  liv- 
ing principally  by  plunder.  I  believe  the  first 
outrage  committed  on  the  frontier  of  Georgia, 
after  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackaoo,  was  by  these 
banditti,  who  plundered  a  p«riy  of  the  Seminole 
Indians,  on  their  way  toGeorgia  for  the  purpose  of 
trade^  and  killed  one  of  them.  This  produced 
retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  Indiana,  and  hence 
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the  kllli&g  of  Mrs.  Qarret  and  heir  chfM;  The 
eYidei^ce  of  these  pluoderiiiffs  and  mtirders  is  on 
tbe'fflev  of  the'  BtebuliTe  ofGeorgia. 

Bsrif  in  March,  1817, 1  resigned  ih\t  Ooretn- 
ment  of  Oeoif  ia,  and  accepted  my  present  ap* 
pointment ;  and,  in  Jaly,  of  the  same  year,  called 
a  general  m^etinj;  of  the  Creek  nation,  at  Fort 
Hawkiaa.  At  this  meeting  I  endeairored  to  im- 
press apoA  the  minds  of  the  Indiana  thn  necelsiiy. 
on  their  part,  of  preterTing  peace ;  that  many  of 
the  people  of  the  lower  towns  had  been  led  astray 
hy  oTil  eoonself  had  received  presents  from  tb^ 
Uritish  agent,  Colonel  NichoUs ;  and  although  if 
was  acknoidedged  that  th^  had  not  taken  an 
aetive  part'  with  the  R«d  Sticks  in  the  Creek 
war,  yet  their  eondnct  had  made  them,  ia  some 
measmre;  obbdiiobls  to  the  friendly  part  of  their 
own  nation,  and  to  the  United  States  ;  and  that 
it  was  tbd  aoty  of  the  friendly  ohiefs  to  reclaim 
those  people,  and  restrain  the  restless  spirits 
among  theni,  whose  conduct  might  eyentoally, 
if  not  checked  in  time,  bring  them  into  much 
troable,  if  not  utter  min;  assuring  them,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  United  States  would  punc- 
tually fulfil  all  their  engagemento  with  them,  of 
which  I  had  then  given  them  substantial  proof; 
and  that  all,  except  mtirdter^i^s,  who  should  return 
to  their  doty,  and  renew  tfaeSr  friendly  relations 
with  the  nation,  should  receive  protection  and. 
forgiveness. 

fstate  these  partibiilari  on  itccount'  of  their  con- 
nexion with  whit  immediately  follows:    Ahout 
the  last  of  August  of  the  same  yesnr,  say  some- 
thing mo^e  than  one  liiontb  after  the  ofeeting  at 
Fort  Hawkins,  I  received  a  letter  from  Majoif 
Twiggs,  then  at  Fort  Scott,  dhted  the  4th  of  that 
month,  Written,  as  h^  aays»  at  the  request  of  the 
chiefs  of  three  towns  near  that  place,  expressive 
of  their  willingness  to  agree  to  the  talk  delivered 
bV  me,  in  July,  at  Fort  Hsrwkin^.    A  copf  of 
mjor  Twigflf's  letter,  ami  the  memorandum  en- 
Cl68«d  therein,  is  hereiHth  exhibited.    Of  the 
three  towns  referred  to,  the  Fcrwitown  was  one ; 
but,  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  for 
those  chiefs,  or  of  taking  any  measures  for  meet- 
hf  their  proposijtion,  Gkneral  Gaines  arrived 
with  a  detachment  of  troopa  from  the  West,  sent 
for  the  chief  of  Fowltown,  and  for  bis  contumacy 
in  not  immediately  appearing  before  him,  thtj 
town  was  attacked  and  destroyed  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  Sutes,  by  order*  of  General  Ghtines. 
This  fact  was.  I  conceive,  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  Semhidle  war.    The  reasons  assigned  for 
the  destruction  of  Fowltown,  in  addition  to  the 
conttimacv  of  the  chief,  were,  the  refusal  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Seminoles  to  give  un  some  murder- 
ers, and  the  hostile  aspect  whicn  they  had  as- 
sumed. Of  this  demand  and  refusal  I  know  noth- 
ing more  than  what  has  been  published ;  but  truth 
compels  me  to  say,  that,  before  the  attack  oii 
Foiirltown.  aggressions  of  this  kind  were  as  fre- 
quent on  tne  part  of  the  whites  as  on  the  part  of 
the  ladians,  the  evidence  of  which  can  be  fur- 
nbhel  from  the  files  of  the  Executive  of  Georgia, 
to  which  I  have  before  referred. 
The  second  question  put  by  th«  committee  isj 


''the  organization  of  Mcintosh's  brigade,  how 
and  by  whom  done,  with  a  roster  of  the  field  and 
other  iofiicers ;  with  the  notice  thereof  given  to 
the  T^ar  Department  $  what  answer,  if  any,  Was 
received  'P 

.  At  the  meeting  at  Fort  Hawkins,  in  July,  1617, 
CoToOel  Brearly,  of  the  7th  infantry,  attended, 
and  stated  to  me  that  he  was  directed  by  General 
Gaines  to  apply  for  the  assistance  or  services  of 
General  ttclntosh  and  five  or  six  hundred  of  bis 
friendly  Warriors,  in  case  he  should  go  gainst 
the  Seminoles.    I  immediately  communicated  the 
application  to  the  chiefs  in  council,  liod  received 
for  answer  that  they  would  leave  that  business 
to  Mcintosh  and  myself.    I  then  told  Mcintosh 
that  he  must  hold  himself  and  bis  warriors  in 
readiness  to  join  the  United  States'  troops  when- 
eter  ordered.  This  he  readily  agreed  to.  Whether 
I  received  a  written  communication  f^bm  General 
CKiines  upon  this  subject  or  not,  I  do  not  recollect ; 
but  I  was  told  fov  some  one  that  he  had  written 
to  Mcintosh  for  his  assistance.    However,  before 
a  call  was  made  on  the  warriors  to  take  the  field, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  then  acting  Secretary 
of  War,  communicating  the  fact  to  me  that  Gen- 
eral Gaines  was  prohibited  from  crossing  the 
Spanish  line,  without  a  special  order  from  that 
Department.    This  I  considered  as  notice,  or 
rather  as  an  order,  to  me  not  to  permit  the 
friendly  warriors  to  cross  the  line  under  sanation 
of,  or  in  the  service  of,  the  United  States.    This 
letter,  I  think  I  re6elved  some  time  in  November ; 
and  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs  having  been  caiUea 
by  the  Little  Prince,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  affair  of  Fowltown,  I  informed  them  of  the 
determination  of  the  Gk>vernment  in  thb  particu- 
lar, and  desired  them  to  remain  quiet  until  they 
beard  from  me  again.    This  meeting  was  held 
in  December,  at  the  Broken  Arrow,  on  the  Chat- 
ahoochee;  and,  on  my  return  to  the  Agency, 
I  fell  in  with  General  Gaines  to  whom  f  com- 
municated the  contents  of  the  Acting  Secretary's 
letter  aiid  the  cbtirse  I  had  taken  with  the  In- 
dians.   The  General  then  informed  me  that  he 
had  received  the  order  spoken  of,  but  that,  IVom 
the  representations  he  had  ibade,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  prohibition  to  crossing  the  Spanish 
line  would  be  removed.   I  had  appointed  another 
meeting  with  the  Indians,  to  take  place  at  the 
Agency,  at  the  end  of  twenty-five  days,  expect- 
ing to  near  from  the  War  Department  in  the 
meantime ;  but,  upon  the  subject  of  crossing  the 
Spanish  line,  I  received  no  immediate  answer. 
A  meeting  was  according!/  held  at  the  Agency, 
which  commenced  on  the  9th  of  JVinusry,  181S,at 
which  Colonel  Brearly  attended ;  and,  although 
he  brought  no  communication  in  writing  from 
General  Gaines,  yet  he  informed  me  that  he  knew 
the  prohibition  to  crossing  the  Spanish  line  had 
been  withdrawn,  and  that  General  Gaines  had 
ordered  him  to  muster  as  many  of  the  friendly 
Indians  into  service  as  were  willing  to  engage. 
Arrangements  were  immediately  made,  and  a  day 
assigned,  for  enrolling  the  friendly  warriors,  and 
Colonel  Brearly  attended  at  Fort  Mitchell,  for 
that  purpose,  and  there  mustered  the  greater  part 
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of  them.  Some  companies  were  mustered  iato 
service  at  several  other  places,  which  were  more 
convenient  for  the  purpose,  owing  to  the  local 
situation  of  the  Indians.  The  first  organization 
was  that  of  a  regiment ;  but,  on  setting  into  the 
field,  they  were  recognised  by  Generd  Jackson 
as  a  brigade.  All  these  proceedings  were  com- 
municated to  the  War  Department  from  time  to 
time,  to  some  of  which  answers  were  received, 
and  some  not.  The  rolls  made  out  on  mustering 
the  brigade  out  of  service  are  in  the  office  of  the 
Paymaster  General,  or,  at  least,  were  sent  to  that 
office  by  me.  The  stafi*  of  the  brigade  consisted 
of  one  brigadier  general,  two  colonels,  two  lieu- 
tenant colonels,  two  majors,  one  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  four  assistant  commissaries  of  pur- 
chases, and  one  aid-de-camp,  who  was  omitted  in 
the  muster  roll.  The  force  of  the  brigade  about 
fifteen  hundred  strong. 

The  third  Question  put  by  the  committee,  is, 
**  The  force  or  the  hostile  Seminole  Indians.'' 

From  the  accounts  I  have  been  able  to  receive, 
from  Indians  and  others,  I  have  never  estimated 
the  number  of  the  Seminoles  at  more  than  seven 
hundred  warriors,  and  I  doubt  whether  they  have 
that  number,  exclusive  of  those  towns  on  the 
Chataboochee  who  were  considered  hostile  du- 
ring that  war.  The  negroes  have  been  estimated 
at  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  efiec- 
tives. 

When  General  Mcintosh  and  his  warriors  were 
mustered  at  Fort  Mitchell,  he  divided  his  force, 
and,  with  that  part  which  he  retained  under  his 
own  command,  he  descended  the  Chataboochee 
on  the  western  bank,  and,  on  reaching  the  town 
called  Red  Ground,  encountered  their  chief  and 
warriors.  In  this  afiair  he  took  fifty-three  warri- 
ors, and  one  hundred  and  thirty  women  and  chil- 
dren. The  chief  made  his  escape  with  a  few 
warriors.  Colonel  Lovett,  with  the  rest  of  the 
warriors  mustered  at  Fort  Mitchell,  descended  the 
Chataboochee  on  the  eastern  bank,  and,  General 
Mcintosh  crossing  the  river  below  the  forL  the 
two  detachments  united  on  their  march  to  Mick- 
asukey,  where  thev  all  joined  General  Jackson. 
At  Mickasukey,  the  InJians  had  generally  fled, 
and  but  few  were  found  at  the  town.  On  the 
march  to  Suwanee,  Mcintosh,  with  his  warriors, 
encountered  about  two  hundred  of  the  hostile 
party,  under  Peter  McClueen,  of  whom  be  killed 
thirty-seven,  and  made  six  warriors  and  one  hun- 
dred and  six  women  and  children  prisoners.  The 
next  enemy  engaged  were  the  negroes  at  Suwa- 
nee, amounting  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
of  whom  eleven  or  twelve  were  killed,  and  three 
made  prisoners.  The  Indians  of  this  part  of  the 
country  fied  before  the  army,  and  here  ended  the 
Seminole  campaign,  as  far  as  the  Indians  were 
ooncerned.  I  will  here  observe  that  the  Micka- 
sukey Indians  are  not  conbidered  by  the  Creek  na- 
tion as  Seminoles.  Those  Indians  under  Bowlegs, 
are  the  only  ones  considered  by  them  as  Seminoles, 
although,  in  speaking  generally  of  the  Seminoles, 
in  relation  to  the  Seminole  war,  I  include  all  the 
Indians  who  had  a  share  in  that  war. 

Being  asked  what  became  of  the  prisoners  taken 


by  Mcintosh,  I  answer,  they. were  generally  sent 
into  the  nation,  and  are  now  there. 

D.  B.  MITCHELL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  23d  February,  1819. 

No.  2. 
FoBT  SooTT,  Auguii  4, 1817. 

Sin :  Some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  towne  on 
the  Ghntahoocbee  met  at  this  place  to-day.  The 
chiefs  of  three  towne  were  present,  who  had  not 
been  to  Fort  Hawkins  at  the  time  the  stipend 
was  delivered  to  them.  They  requested  me  to 
forward  their  names,  and  the  names  of  their 
towns,  to  you,  and  inform  you  that  the  talk  given 
to  the  Indians  at  that  place  they  would  agree  to. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  £.  TWIGGS,  Mo^or  Oom^g. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  t>f  the 
original,  now  in  my  poBse8siott«22d  February,  1819. 

D.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Agent  Jwr  Indian  Affain. 


Tbivnt. 

Con-chatee, 

Choco-nuklee, 

Ocbe'-eee, 


No.  3. 

Chieft. 

'  Wacksee  Micco, 
Capetan  Micco, 
Tallessee  Tustunnuggee, 
Cow  Merchant, 
Tuskeenehau, 

^Holoth  fimaatblan. 

L certify  the  forcming  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  memorandum  enclosed  to  me  in  the  fore* 
going  letter,  by  Major  Twiggs,  22d  February, 
1819. 

D.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Agent  for  Indian  Affain. 

No.  17. 

Robert  Butlbr,  Adjutant  General  of  the 
southern  division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Stately 
being  duly  sworn,  testifies,  that,  in  the  Summer 
of  1817,  Mr.  John  Donnelson,  of  the  neighborhood 
of  Nashville,  went  tp  Pensacola  and  purchased 
lots  of  land  there,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Governor.  That  the  deponent  has  heard  that 
Mr.  James  Jackson  of  Nashville  was  concerned 
with  him,  and  was  the  only  person  concerned. 
He  also  understood  that  Donnelson's  first  view 
in  ffoiog  to  Pensacola,  was  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  That  Mr.  Donnelson  is  nephew  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  wife.  That  he  does  not  know  the 
amount  of  Donnelson's  purchase.  That  he  does 
not  know,  nor  does  he  believe,  that  General  Jack- 
son had,  or  expected  to  have,  any  interest  in  said 
purchase;  nor  did  he  ever  hear  it  suggested. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  there  were 
two  regiments  of  mounted  gun-men,  volunteers, 
raised  by  General  Jackson  in  January,  1818. 
That  General  Jackson  appointed  the  colonels, 
and  most  or  all  of  the  field  officers.  That  Col* 
onel  Haynes  appointed  the  platoon  and  stsff  of- 
ficers. That  there  were  also  two  companies 
of  volunteers,  called  life  guards,  who  appointed 
their  own  officers,  and  tendered  their  services  to 
the  General,  by  whom  they  were  accepted.  Tha. 
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according  to  (he  best  of  the  deponent's  recollec- 
tion, the  Governor  of  Tennessee  was  at  Nashrille 
at  the  time  the  officers  of  the  gun-men  were  ap- 
pointed. 

That  General  Jackson's  first  determination  to 
go  to  Pensacola  was  made  at  Fort  Qadsden, 
after  his  return  from  Sowany,  and  was  made  in 
consequence  of  information  that  there  were,  on 
or  about  the  15th  of  April,  fLye  hundred  hostile 
Indians  at  Pensacola.  who  receired  ammunition 
and  proTisions  from  tne  GoTernor ;  and,  also,  in- 
formation of  sererai  murders  having  been  com- 
mitted on  the  Federal  road.  That,  on  the  march 
to  Pensacola,  GeneralJackson  told  the  deponent, 
that  if,  on  his  arrival,  he  found  the  information 
true  he  would  demana  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
That,  at  Fort  Gadsd«n,  General  Jackson  saw  a 
letter,  which  deponent  thinks  was  from  Innera- 
ritjr,  one  of  the  house  of  Forbes,  Leslie,  db  Co.  at 
Pensacola,  to  Doylej  a  trader,  then  at  Fort  Gads- 
den, giving  information  as  to  the  number  of  Indians 
at  Pensacola.  That  the  letter  also  stated,  that  the 
property  of  the  people  of  Pensacola  was  every  day 
depredated  on  by  tne  Indians.  That,  when  Gen- 
eral Jackson  formed  the  determination  to  go  to 
Pensacola,  he  ordered  Lieutenant  Sands  to  Mo- 
bile, to  prepare  artillery,  to  meet  him  after  he 
should  have  crossed  the  Escambia,  on  his  march 
to  Pensacola,  which  order  was  executed. 

That,  at  the  time  the  army  attacked  Micka- 
sttkey,  there  were  not  more  than  five  hundred 
Indian  warriors  imbodied ;  nor  does  the  deponent 
believe  there  were,  at  any  time  during  the  war, 
Bi9re  than  five  or  six  hundr^sd  imbodied  at  any 
one  place.  That,  from  the  Dature  of  the  subject, 
thia  statement  must  be  copjectural.  That  the 
enemy's  warriors  were  in  general  well  armed. 
That  deponent  was  told  there  were  about  tbir- 
leeci  hundred  souls  at  Suwanee,  of  which  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  were  fighting 
men.  That  our  army  bad  one  man  killed  and 
fottf  wounded,  in  actions  with  the  Indians,  during 
the  campaign,  and  two  killed  at  the  Barancas. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  Gkneral  Jackson 
received  from  a  private  source,  a  plan  of  the  for- 
tress of  St.  Augustine ;  and,  as  the  deponent  be- 
lie vea,  it  was  sfot  to  the  General,  at  St.  Marks^ 
or  Fort  Ghidsden,  after  bis  return  tirom  Suwanee. 

That  General  Jackson  bad  under  his  command, 
in  Florida,  about  eighteen  hundred  militia,  vol- 
unteers, and  regulars,  and  fifteen  hundred  Indians 
under  Mcintosh.  That  these  Indians  were  re- 
ceived into  tb^  service  while  General  Gaines 
commanded,  and  were  reg[ularly  mustered,  in  and 
out  of  service,  by  the  United  States  officers. 

No.  18. 

Colonel  Geoeqe  Gibson,  of  the  United  States 
Army,  being  duly  sworn,  testifie  and  says,  that  he 
acted  as  quartermaster  general  in  General  Jack- 
son's campaign  aeainst  the  Semlnoles.  That,  on 
the  29th  day  of  January,  1818,  at  New  Orleans, 
he  received  an  order  from  General  Jackson  to 
procure,  and  bring  to  Fort  Scott  a  supply  of  ra- 
tions, ordnance,  and  quartermaster's  and  hospital 


stores.  That  he  joined  the  General  at  Fort  Gads- 
den, on  the  25th  of  March^  That  the  General 
then  placed  him  in  command  of  the  post,  with  or- 
ders to  send  stores  round  to  Fort  St.  Mark's,  which 
was  done.  That,  in  April,  Major  Hogan,  pay- 
npaster^,  joined  the  army.  He  brought  informa- 
tion of  the  murders  committed  in  Alabama,  and 
on  the  SapolgQs,a  branch  of  the  Conecuh,  by  the 
Indians.  About  the  same  time  information  was 
brought  by  the  sloop  Hector  to  Fort  Gadsden, 
frem  Mobile,  that  a  large  number  of  Indians 
were  in  Pensacola.  This  was  confirmed  bv  Cap- 
tain Rogers,  of  the  Peacock,  from  Mobile.  In 
consequence  of  this  information,  the  depon^ 
held  the  transport  in  readiness,  and  sent  thirty- 
three  thousand  rations  to  Fort  Scott,  believing, 
from  the  information  he  had,  that  the  army  would 
move  to  the  West.  On  the  arrival  of  General 
Jackson  the  deponent  gave  him  the  above-men- 
tioned information,  and  a  number  of  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  Indian  war  to  the  westward  of 
the  Appaiaehieola.  That,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
the  General  ordered  the  deponent  to  Mobile,  by 
water,  with  instructions  to  send  artillery  and  am- 
munition to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  to  be  there 
ready  himself  to  meet  him  with  artillery,  forage, 
and  pirovisions.  The  General  was  to  advise  tne 
deponent  by  express  of  the  point  at  which  he  was 
to  meet  him.  That  the  deponent  accordingly  re- 
ceived an  express,  and  met  the  General  twelve 
miles  from  rensacola.  The  deponent  further 
says,  that  he  thinks  it  probable,  that  news  of  the 
assemblage  of  Indians  at  Pensacola  reached  Gen- 
eral Jackson  at  or  near  St.  Mark's  by  a  schooner 
which  went  from  Pensacola,  and  was  sent  by  In- 
nerarity,  and  was  a  trading  schooner  loaded  with 
sutler's  stores.  That  she  arrived  at  Fort  Gads- 
den, after  leaving  St,  Mark's,  between  the  1st  and 
4th  of  May.  That  Lieutenant  Sands  was  sent 
from  St.  Mark's  to  Mobile  for  ammunition  and 
artillery,  as  deponent  understood  and  believes, 
and  conducted  it  to  an  artillery  officer.  That  the 
army  entered  Pensacola  on  the  day  after  the 
deponent  joined,  viz:  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  May. 

That  the  deponent  was  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
time  Captain  Uali  was  sent  to  Pensacola  in  Feb- 
ruary. That  the  schooner  Italiana  arrived  at 
Pensacola  in  January  with  a  load  of  provisions 
from  the  contractor,  which  were  landed  at  Pensa- 
cola, and  the  duties  paid  by  Innerarity,  that  a 
few  months  before  this  the  contractor  had  been 
refused  permission  to  send  provisions  up  the 
Escambia,  and  had  been  obliged  to  carry  them 
by  land  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort  Craw- 
ford. That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  deponent,  it 
was  impracticable  to  supply  Fort  Crawford  in 
the  Winter  by  land,  and  as  that  place  was  in  a 
suffering  condition  for  want  of  {provisions,  the 
attempt  was  renewed  by  wateh  That  it  is  aoout 
sixty  miles  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort 
Crawford,  That  Arbuthnot's  schooner,  as  de- 
ponent understood,  was  given  by  him  to  Colonel 
Brady,  who  assisted  him  in  his  trial,  and  was 
sold,  as  he  heard,  for  about  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars. 
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Statnuni  qf  DaUor  BnmaugL 

I  was  atiftched  to  Qeoeral  Jackson's  staff  du- 
ring the  whole  Semioole  oampaiga.  At  St. 
Mark's  the  General  reoeired  infornMtion,  bf  a 
Tessel  from  Pensaeola,  of  a  large  number  of  In- 
dians havia,g[  collected  there ;  where  they  were 
furnished  with  proTisions,  arms,  and  munitions 
of  war.  Believe  that  Captain  Sands  was  sent 
from  8t.  Mark's  for  Mobile,  in  quest  of  a  train 
of  artillery,  to  have  it  at  Fort  Montgomery,  tub- 
jeel  to  the  General's  orders.  I  understooa  from 
the  .General  that  he  would  hare  all  bis  arranpfe- 
^ents  made  and  entered  into,  that  ererytbiog 
might  be  in  complete  readiness,  provided  he 
abodkl  ultimately  come  to  the  conclusion  toTisit 
Pensacola.  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
an  actual  determinatioii '  to  occupy  this  place, 
and  the  Barancas,  was  never  formed  until  tEe 

f protest  ef  Gorernor  Mazot  was  receired  on  the 
ine  of  Match. 

J.  C.  BRGNAUGH,  CT.  i9.  4rfi^. 

No.  90. 

RicHAsn  K.  Call,  captain  United  States  1st 
infantrv,  acting  as  an  aid  to  General  Jackson, 
being  duly  aworn,  testifies  and  says,  that,  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Seminoles,  he  first  joined 
GeneraF  Jackson  at  Fort  Gadsden,  and  after* 
warcls,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, he  joined  him  again  near  St.  Mark's ;  that 
he  pinderstood  that  Qeperal  Jackson  determined 
upon  going  to  Pensacola,  on  bearing  that  the 
Gfovernor  of  that  place  had  protested  against  the 
passage  of  $upplies.up  the  Elscambia  river,  and 
in  conseqpeoce  of  subsequent  information  reJa* 
tive  to  the  assemblage  of  Indians  at  Pensacola } 
that  the  deponent  ha^  been  at  Pensacola  by  or- 
ders  of  Colonel  Trimble,  commanding  at  New 
Orleans  $  that  he  arrived  there  on  the  21st  of 
February,  1818,  and  remained  there  until  the 
26th;  that  bis  orders  were  to. obtain  a  passage 
for  supplies  up  the  Escambia  to  Fort  Crawforo ; 
that  tne  Goyernor  of  Pensacola  stated  to  the  de- 
ponent, that  be  considered  it  unsafe  for  him  to 
give  the  privilege  asked  for.  as  be  was  under 
great  apprehensions,  if  he  did  so,  the  Indians 
would  take  possession  of  St.  Mark's,  or  give  the 
Spaniards  in  that  place  great  annoyance ;  that 
deponent  made  report  of  the  above  to  Colonel 
Trimble,  and  also  gave  information  of  this  pro- 
test or  objection  of  the  Governor  to  General 
Jackson ;  that,  on  the  return  of  the  army  from 
Suwany,  Lieutenant  Sands  was  sent  from  Sl 
Mark's  to  Mobile  for  cannon ;  that,  at  Fort 
Gadsden  or  St.  Marks,  deponent  heard  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  a  letter  from  Innerarity  to 
Doyle  or  Hambly,  informing  that  there  were  a 
number  of  hostile  Indians  at  Pensacola;  the 
number  he  thinks  was  said  to  be  five  hundred. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  Arbuthnoi's  school- 
er was  given  by  him  to  Colonel  William  Brady, 
who,  as  the  deponent  understood,  defended  him 
before  the  court-martial  $  that  he  does  not  know 
what  became  of  the  property  on  board  of  the 


schooner,  consisting  of  skins  and  some  wearing 
apparel,  among  which  was  Ambristerfs  uniform ; 
that  the  property  taken  at  fiuwany  cpnsisted 
principally  of  horses  and  cattle ;  that  the  army 
subsisted  on  the  cattle,  and  that  the  other  prop- 
erty was  given  to  the  friendly  Indians ;  that^the 
negroes  taken  were  given  to  the  Indians;  that, 
as  he  understood,  Colonel  Arbuckle  gave  fifty 
dollars  a  head  to  the  Indians  for  every  negro 
delivered  to  him  at  Fort  Gadsden,  intending  to 
deliver  them  to  their  owners  when  called  for. 
Deponent  further  says,  that  General  Starks, 
from  Georgia,  purchased  some  ,of  the  sunren- 
dered  property. 

No.  21. 

SQine  time  in  the  Fall  of  1817, 1  proposed  to  Mr. 
James  Japkson,  of  Nashville,  to  loin  with  me  in 
the  ptj^rcha^e  of  lots  in  Pensacola,  and  lands  m 
and  about  there:  he  united  with  i^ae;  and  six 
other  gentlemen  were  ^fter^ards  associated.  We 
empioved  John  Donnelson  (  who  became  also  con- 
cerned) to  proceed  to  Pensacola  and  make  the 
purchases,  taking  care  npt  to  extend  them  beyond 
sixteen  thbuaand  dollars^  Mr  inducement  to 
making  this  adventure  wns,  tnat  I  believed  tKe 
country  would  ultimately  belong  to  the  tJnited 
States,  and  I  was  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
4t' would  be  at  no  distant  period;  this,  however, 
was  a  mere  impression,  and  founded  on  informa- 
tion derived  from  no  source  except  my  own 
opinions. 

I  proposed  asking  a  letter  of  introduction  ft osi 
Gkneral  Jackson  to  the  €toveraor  of  PenBaeola, 
which  the  General  gave ;  this  was  thonaht  by  us 
necessarjf  from  a  knowledge  that  the  Indiana  fre- 
quently interrupted  American  citizena  while  in 
that  city ;  and  this  danger  we  believed  would  be 
avoided  by  having  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, which  we  supposed  conM  and  would  be 
attained  by  introductory  letters  froni  respectable 
sources.  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  November 
that  Mr.  Donnelson  proceeded  on  bis  mission 
from  Naahville,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Oordcu, 
who  we  employed  to  go  with  him. 

The  purchases  were  made,  consisting  of  a  num- 
ber of  unimproved  lots  in  Pensacola,  sixty  acres 
of  ffroiind  adjoining  the  town,  ,on  the  lower  side, 
and  about  two  thousand  acres  on  the  bay  two  or 
three  miles  out.  The  deeds  I  have  aeeo,  and  ve 
now  at  Nashville,  written  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, made  te  Mr.  Donnelson,  and  by  him  since 
conveyed  to  the  eight  gentlemt n  intenested  origi- 
nally. Mr.  Donnelson  slated  to  me  that  his  first 
purchase  was  refused  to  be  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola,  alleging  that  American 
citizens  should  not  buy  lands  there;  his  objec- 
tion, however,  was  withdrawn  afterwards,  and 
Mr.  Donnelson  was  permited  to  go  on  and  com- 
plete his  purchases. 

I  aver  that  General  Jackson  is  not,  nor  ever 
was,  in  any  manner  concerned  with  this  com- 
pany; nor  was  it  entered  into  from  any  conver- 
sation, hint,  or  opinion  ever  given  by  General 
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Jaekioo,  ImtaroMflirtimly  from  the  ciMonstaneeft 
first  stated  in  this  iffidaTit— tke  Jbelief  that  tb« 
eoantry  would,  are  loag,  belong  (o  this  Qwotn* 
meot;  and  that,  if  se^  tha  tpaeuiation  would 
pro? e  a  hanefidal  oac. 

The  eight  gendemen  coneernedare  as  foltowa : 

James  Jackson,  sen.,  John  McCray, 

James  Jackson,  jr.,  John  Jackson, 

John  H.  Eaton,  Thos.  Childress, 

John  C.  McLemore,  John  Dennelson. 

The  ahore  gentlemen  bearing  the  same  name 
are  in  nowise  connected  or  related  to  General 
Jackson ;  the  CJeneral,  in  fact,  has  no  relatires ; 
all  his  family  having  perished  during  the  Revo- 
lutiooary  war,  in  this  country,  as  I  hare  ever  un« 
derstood.  Mr.  Donnelson  is  nephew  to  Mrs.  Jack-- 
son,  the  wife  of  General  Jackson. 

Ctuestion.  Did  tou  have  any  conversation  with 
General  Jackson  before  or  after  getting  his  orders 
to  go  to  the  Beminole  war?^ 

Answer.  After  getting  his  orders  I  did  not|| 
shortly  after  our  association  Was  formed  I  saw 
General  Jackson,  and  named  to  him  what  had; 
been  dene;  and  his  remark  was,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that  oar  project  would  turn  out  advan« 
tageously,  or  in  words  to  this  effect;  jbut  General 
Jackson^  opinion  rested  on  no  better  foundation 
than  our  own,  a  belief  prevailing  through  the 
country  at  that  time  that  the  country  was  about 
to  be  ceded.  Many  purchases  were  m^de  in  Pen- 
sacola  last  Fall,  I  have  understood,  founded,  no 
doubt,  on  this  general  public  impression. 

Sworn  to: 

JNO.  H.  EATON. 

No.  22,  •  : 

Cplonel  King  to  Major  Cfenerai  Jaekicn, 

Pail  SAcoLa,  October  15, 1818. 

Sie:  Captain  Boyles  returned  to  this  place  on 
the  13th,  having  been  wounded  in  an  affair  with  a 
party  of  hostile  Iddians  near  the  Choctawhateh^« 

He  reports,  that,  on  the  0th  instant,  he  left  hia 
boats  in  Yellow  Water,,  and,  with  a  detachment 
of  twenty-two  men  on  foot,  pursued  a  party  of 
Indians  whose  track  he  had  discovered.  He 
overtook  them  on  the  8th,  about  twenty-five  ib 
number,  attacked  and  defeated  them,  killing  foorj 
wounding  many,  and  making  some  prisopers.  A 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  all  their  plan- 
defy  fell  into  his  hands. 

The  followinff  morning,  just  beforef  day,  the 
party  defeated  the  day  before,  supposed  to  have 
been  reinforeed,  attacked  him  in  his  camp ;  but 
he  succeeded  in  repulsiiiff  them'  with  loss,  not« 
withstanding  one^haif  of  his  men  iled  at  the  first 
onset,  and  were  never  again  brought  into  action. 
In  this  affair,  the  captain  himself  received  a  mus- 
ket ball  in  the  side,  and  bad  one  of  his  men 
dangerously  wounded ;  this,  together  with  the 
want  of  provisions,  com))eiied  him  to  return  to 
Pensacola,  bringing  with  him  sixteen  prisoners. 
He  reports  to  have  made  seven  scalps  during  the 
expedition. 


The  ruAf  ars  being  very  much  fatigued,  I  ahali 

eirmit  them  to  rest  a  few  days.  I  hope  Captain 
oyles  will  he  sufficiently  recovered  to  rasume 
his  couunaod.  I  shall  then  once  more  order 
him. to  ihe.Choetawhalehy,  where  he  is  of  opin- 
ion  a  party  is  concealed,  of  from  fosty  to  fifty 
warriors,  who  have  resolved  never  to  surrender, 
confiding  in  the  expected  return  of  the  Span- 
iards^ when  they  are  sure  of  .projection  and  sup« 
plies,  and  will  again  commence  their  depreda* 
tions  on  our  settlements.  This  expedition,  I 
flatter  myeetf,  of  Captain  QofFk^s  will  diaap- 
point  and  render  them  hani^leaa,  before  the  pro v- 
mce  is  evacuated. 

I  cannot  close  this  4;omu^nication  without 
again  calling  your  attention  to  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  Captain  Boyles.  In  seal,  activity, 
and  perseverance,  he  is  surpassed  by  no  partisan 
i  have  ever  known. 

W.  KING,  CoUAihregtmeni. 

Major  Gen.  A.  JACKaon, 

Ciom,^Dvn$um  of  thf  South. 


'9m    'j^i 


Mitfor  Fanning,  commancfing  1^  MarVg^  to  M^or 

General  Cainei. 

FoBT  8t.  Mark's,  Ea^t  FuMiinA, 

Nooembor  87, 1818. 

•6ir:  From  an  Indian  fhmily  arrived  here 
yesterday,  from  Tampa  Bay,  I  learn  that  the 
Beminoles  have  received  from  St.  Augustine 
ten  pack-horse  loads  of  ammunition,  and  that  it 
was  distributed  among  them  sixteen  days  ago. 
That  an  English  trading  vessel  was  at  Tampa  a 
month  since.  Some  provisions  and  ammunition 
were  procured  from  her  by  the  enemy.  That, 
tea  days  past,  two  English  trading  vessels  were 
at  Snake  island,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  Su- 
kaney  river. 

Thus,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the 
Seminoles  bein^  now  well  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition and  provisions. 

The  Spaniards  recommended  to  the  enemy 
united  and  vigorous  operations  against  us,  telling 
them  that  they  themselves  were  going  to  take 
St.  Marks,  which  they  expected  to  do  without 
fighting,  in  the  same  manner  it  was  taken  from 
ibem.  That  from  St.  Mark's  they  would  go  to 
Fori  Gkdsden,  where  they  expected  some  little 
resisunce,  and  finally  to  Pensacola. 

These  circumstances  have  put  new  life  among 
the  Sokaney  Indians,  biit  Kinhijah  says  he  has 
heard  such  talks  too  long,  and  that  he  will  col- 
lect his  people  and  go  back  to  his  old  situation, 
aad  be  on  friendly  terms  with  the  United  States. 
>  The '  other  Indians  who  left  their  towns  and 
went  to  Sukaney,  during  our  last  campaign,  are 
moving,  or  about  to  move,  back  agyiin,  and  wish 
to  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  war. 

There  is  too  much  appearance  of  truth  in  this 
relation,  not  to  deserve  attention ;  and,  in  con- 
formity to  the  spirit  of  the  general  order  of  the 
16th  September,  I  shall  not  give  up  this  post  to 
the  Spaniards,  should  they  arrive,  until  I  may  be 
convinced  of  the  falsehood  of  the  report  respect- 
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IhfBot  of^  SkminoU  MtiamB^  4^. 


iag  their  eondact,  or  until  I  may  rtceiTe  orders  I 
so  to  do  from  superior  «atbority. 
I  htre  the  honor  to  be,  yoars,  4^. 

A.  C.  W.  FANNING, 
C<mmaindiing  St,  Marh^$. 

Major  General  E.  P.  Gain bb. 


CertiEed : 


DANIEL  E.  BURGH,  A.  D.  a 


^Btftfod  of  a  kUer  from  General  Jaekeen  to  ike  See* 

retary  of  War,  dated 

Headu'rs,  Division  op  thb  South, 

Nashville,  November  28, 1818. 

.  I  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
.EiDf ,  detailing  a  conflict  between  Capt.  Boyles, 
of  the  Rangers,  and  a  detachment  of  hostile  war- 
rioif.  The  cDndact  of  the  captain,  in  this  affair, 
was  meritorious,  and  I  trust,  ere  this,  he  has  re- 
covered from  his  wound,  and  disappointed  the 
hopes  of  the  warriors  of  the  Choctawhatchy.  A 
short  time  since  every  mail  from  the  South  re- 
ported the  pleasing  intelligence  of  the  general 
submission  of  the  oeminoles;  the  cause  of  the 
reassumption  of  hostilities  is  stated  in  the  Colo- 
nel's ooaamunieation.  The  (not  that  the  news  of 
the  restomti6a  of  Pensacola  to  Spain  bad  re- 
vived their  hopes,  and  again  excited  tltem  to  war, 
is  an  additional  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  my 
operations  in  the  Floridas,and  has  confirmed  me 
in  my  unalterable  opinion,  that  the  Seminole 
conflict  could  not  have  been  terminated  by  any^ 
other  means  than  those  adopted.    My  only  ap- 

Srebensioos  are^  that  my  operations  were  not  suf- 
oienily  extensive  to  insure  permanent  tranquil- 
lity in  the  South.  St  Augustine  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  whole  penin- 
sula is  beyond  the  control  of  our  garrisons.  The 
situation  of  Florida,  in  relation  to  our  country,  is 
neculiar,  and  demands  the  early  attention  of  our 
Government.  Bordering  almost  on  the  Creek 
nation,  and  within  the  vicinity  of  the  four  south- 
ern tribes  of  IodianS|  her  territory  will  always 
prove  an  asylum  to  the  .disaffected  and  restless 
savage,  as  well  as  to  a  more  dangerous  popula- 
.  tioB,  iinless  some  energetic  Government  can  be 
established  to  control  or  exclude  these  inter- 
lopers. The  savages  and  negroes  who  have  not 
suomitted  to  our  authority  have  fled  east  of  the 
Suwanv  river,  aad  whether  settled  in  the  Aiotch- 
away  plains,  near  St.  Augustine,  or  more  south- 
wardly, we  have  yet  to  leain*  Their  force^  no 
doubt,  is  too  inconsiderable  to  ereate  any  serioos 
distornances  with  this  country;  but,  if  unmo- 
lested, they  may  acquire  confidence  with  their 
strength,  and  prove  a  destructive  enemy  to  our 
frontier  settlers.  They  should  be  pursued  before 
they  recover  from  the  panic  of  our  last  ope- 
rations. 

I  submit  to  your  oo.nsideration  military  opera- 
tions for  this  Spring,  connected  with  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  bay  of  Tampa.  The  plan  proposed 
IS  to  embark,  from  Fort  Gkdsden  or  Pensacola, 
five  hundred  regulars,  for  the  hay  of  Tampa,  to- 


gether with  a  foree,  say  one  hundred  and  fiAy  dr 
two  hundred  men,  adequate  to  the  maintaining  of 
the  work  to  be  constructed  at  that  point.  Simul- 
taneous with  this  movement,  to  push  a  foree  of 
five  or  six  hundred  men  up  to  the  St.  John's,  and 
occupy  a  position  at  or  near  the  old  Indian  town 
Pecolota.  This  force,  as  soon  as  strongly  forti- 
fied, to  be  actively  employed  in  scouring  the 
country  as  far  west  as  Snwany,  forcing  to,  or  re- 
ceiving the,  submission  of  the  hostile  Indians, 
who  will  be  sent  into  the  interior  of  the  Creek 
nation.  The  troops  detached  to  the  bay  of  Tampa 
having  constructed  and  garrisoned  a  suitable 
work, having  reconnoitered  the  neighboring  coun- 
try, and  destroyed  Woodbine's  negro  establish- 
ment, to  march  to  the  position  occupied  on  the 
St.  John's,  deviating  only  where  Indian  villages 
or  settlements  (if  tnere  are  afoy  in  the  country) 
invite  their  attention.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion I  can  collect,  the  march  from  Tampa  to  tl^ 
point  proposed  on  the  St.  John's  would  not  ex* 
ceed  seven  days.  Each  man,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, can  march  with  eight  days'  rations  on 
his  back,  which,  with  due  economy,  will  last 
twelve — time  sufficient  to  perform  the  operation 
intended.  The  expense  of  the  expedition  would 
be  trifiing,  as  it  is  proposed  that  none  but  regu- 
lars shoiDd  be  employed,  and  the  advantage  to 
the  nation  incalculable,  as  finally  crushinj^  savage 
hostilities  in  the  South,  and  affording  active  ser- 
vice to  some  of  our  regiments  who  have  grown 
sluggish  from  the  inactivity  of  garnson  dmiee. 


Mt^ar  Qen&ral  Cfainee  to  Oooemor  Ceppinger. 

^  Hbaou'bb,  Amelia  Iblano, 

December  28, 1818. 

SiE :  I  have  received  information  that  Augus- 
tus San  tee,  a  sergeant  of  the  United  States  ar- 
tillery, who  had  obtained  from  his  commanding 
offioer  a  temporary  leave  of  absence,  was  a  few 
days  since  fired  on,  arrested,  and  imprisoned,  by 
a  party  of  armed  men  at  St.  John's,  beaded  bv  a 
person  assuming  the  rank  and  charae^r  of  a 
Spanish  a^Qex. 

It  is  likewise  reported,  that  two  citizeof .W"  the 
United  Statea  were  by  the  same  aarty  Jored  on, 
wounded,  and  imprisoned;  and  that  vbe  perpe- 
trators of  this  outrage,  with  a  view. to  shelter 
their  conduct  under  the  veil  of  Spanish  authori- 
ty, tooi  the  sergeant  and  citizen  by  foroe  towards 
St.  Augustine,  whither  it  was  understood  they 
were  to  be  carried^  under  a  pretext  that  they 
would  there  be  arraigned  and  tried  as  offendera. 

Presuming  that  the  information  given  me  upon 
this  subject  is  correct^  I  hasten  to  demand  of  yoa 
the  immediate  liberation  of  the  sergeant  and  ciii- 
zens  thus  arrested,  wounded,  and  imprisoned, 
within  your  government. 

Major  James  M.  Glassell,  of  the  general  staff 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States^  is  instructed  to 
hand  yon  this  letter,  and  to  take  charse  of,  and 
order  to  this  place,  the  persons  confined ;  and,  by 
this  officer,  I  shall  expect  to  receive  from  yon  a 
proper  explanation,  with  the  assuranee  that  tU« 
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D^i^^  ^  tile  Semn0ie  /Mtotit ,  ^ 


parpetnuora  of  thU  otttraff«  will  bo  poaishe^  as 
Its  enormity  demands.    I  nave,  d^. 

k  P.  GAINES,  Maj.  Oen,  comtTf. 
His  Bx'f  Gk>T.  GoFPiNQBft,  £ft  dii0i«isf«ne. 


HsADa'jaSj  Fernandina.  E.  F., 

2>ec6?n5er' 29, 1818. 
Sie:  I  have  receifed  information  from  sev- 
eral persons,  lately  from  St.  Augastine,  that  a 
girty  of  armed  men,  headed  by  a  person  called 
apiain  Miller,  assuming  the  rank  and  authority 
of  a  Spanish  officer,  about  the  23d  instapt.  fired 
upon  Augustus  Sao  tee,  a  sergeant  of  the  Ubited 
States  artillery;  with  two  citizens  Of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  Tne  sergeant  had  obtained  a  short 
leave  of  absence,  to  accompany  his  brother  on  a 
visit  to  St.  John's.  This  brother  and  the  other 
citixen  are  reported  to  have  been  badly  wounded. 
The  sergeant  and  one  of  his  companions  (the 
other  being  unable  to  travel)  were  seen  on  the 
24th,  marching  under  guard  towards  St.  Augus- 
tloe. 

I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Gk)vernor  Coppin* 
ger,  demanding  the  immediate  liberation  of  the 
serceaat  and  other  persons  confined ;  a  copy  is 
enclosed  herewith,. marked  No.  1. 

The  Captain  Miller  above  mentioned  is  re* 
ported  to  be  a  deserter  from  oar  service ;  he  is, 
nevertheless,  understood  to  be  a  captain  of  the 
Florida  militia,  and  to  have  acted  under  the  au- 
thority  of  the  Spanish  Governor. 

The  sergeant  was  absent  without  my  knowl- 
edge ;  the  unfortunate  citizens  who  were  wounded 
are  represented  to  be  disorderly  men^  and  are  sus* 
pected  of  having  gone  to  Florida  with  a  design 
to  arrest  some  fugitive  offender  who  had  escaped 
frooi  prison  in  Georgia.  This  impression,  how- 
ever, Appears  to  be  founded  onl^  in  vague  rumor. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  there  is,  notwithstanding,  much 
groond  to  believe  that  the  Spanish  authorities 
only  want  the  means  to  enable  them  to  give  us 
open  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  their  settled  hos- 
tilityi  aiKl  intimate  connexion  with  our  red  ene- 
mies. In  support  of  this  opinion,  I  enclose  here- 
with No.  2,  a  copy  of  a  leiter  fVom  illffajor  Fan- 
ning, commanding  Sf;  Marks,  rteeived  by  the 
li^  vniL  By:  this  it  appears,  from  Itfdiaii  testi- 
laooy,  lliaftehe  Spaniards  at  St.  Angasttaie,  with 
aU  iheir  affeded  purity,  have  lately  furnished 
hoslile  ladiaas,  at  the  bay  of  Tampa,  with  ten 
horae4oads  of  ammuniiioo,  reeommendiag  to 
them  united  and  figproas  ojpeimtioos  against  us. 
I  shall  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  do  what  can 
be  done  with  the  limited  means  under  my  con- 
trol, and  shall  strike  at  any  force  that  may  present 
iuelf. 

P^fflUkme  to  request,  that  an  officer  of  the 
CktiAiterwaster  Generftl'k  department  may  be  or- 
dered to  join  me,  with  the  sum  of  twenty  thoo- 
saiad  4oUaf a,  £o€  defrayiaf  the  enpaoses  of  that 
€le|)i>rtBaani;4mdtbatabat«dian«oriBlaniry  may 
be  ordered  to  this  place,  in  additmn  to  my  p«astat 
comoutnd*    I  have  the  honor  to  be^  d^» 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Hod*  !•  C  Calboom,  Searetaiy  of  War. 
IStti  Con.  2d  Skss.— 73 


[Mr.  Laoock  caDHanmeated  the  frUowiog  additioiad 
documents  to  the  Senate^  March  %  1819.] 

WabbinotoiTi  March  3, 1819; 

On  an  examination  before  the  Special  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  Sem- 
inole war,  I  was  told  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Bur- 
rell,  one  of  the  committee,  that  what  he  (Mr. 
Burrell)  then  took  down  of  my  testimony  was  a 
memorandum ;  and  if  used,  that  my  deposition 
should  be  written  out,  and  anbmitiea  to  me  for 
correction.  The  deposition  was  not  submitted, 
but  was  sent  at  once  to  the  printer,  who,  believ- 
ing that  several  words  were  omitted,  sent  it  to 
me  for  revisal.  1  then  waited  on  two  of  the 
committee  Mr.  Lacock  and  Mr.  Burrell,  and  ob« 
tained  leave  to' strike  out  a  part ;  but  thev  would 
not  permit  me  to  make  any  additions.  The  parts . 
struck  out  were  not  material.  What  I  wished ' 
to  add  was  the  substance  of  an  order,  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  ^ 
part  of  this  depositioD. 

GEORGE  GIBSON. 

Extract  of  an  order  to  Colonel  GiUon,  dated 


Gau  t>,  26  mOee  eatt  of  SH.  Mmrk'Bt 

24tii  April,  1818. 
OeiMral  Mcintosh  and  his  wavrwrs  will  he  at 
Fort  Soott,  and  will  probably  take  much  of  the 
sapplies  eedered  up,  and  as  the  Tennessee  vokia«< . 
teers  will  pass  from  Gadsdea  to  that  point,  he 
wishes  yoQ  to  despateh  a  boat  with  a  farther 
supply,  and  aboaid  the  corn  have  arrived  froaa 
N«w  Orleans  last  ordered,  you  will  forward  a 
coBsiderahke  quantity  also  to  enable  the  vohm- 
tears'  horses  to  reach  Fort  Hawkins. 

ROBfiRT  BUTL&R,  Adft  Gem. 

The  order  from  which  this  extract  is  made, 
together  with  the'order  from  which  the  following 
is  extracted,  were  submitted  through  Mr.  Eaton 
to  the  committee.  I  beg  leave  also  to  make  the 
second  extract  a  part  of  this  deposition,  to  wit : 

Satr^a  rfamther  kSkr  toCoknel  Gi^mh  dmted^ 

Bspoaa  ST.'MAac's,  Afril  0, 1818. 

This  is  caused  by  one  of  those  deluded  wretches 
who  have  asked  for  peace,  and  it  is  granted  them. 
Seventeen  men,  eighteen  women,  and  thirty  chil* 
dren,  have  surrendered ;  and  they  ask  permissioQt 
to  pass  by  water  to  Fort  Gadsden.  This  is  graned' 
them,  and  they  will  remain  here  until  the  runner 
returns  by  whom  you  will  write  to  the  command* 
log  officer  of  St.  Mark's,  Captain  Vashon,  under 
what  badge  you  know  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

DiaraioT  of  Columbia, 

CkAmJtyqfWa»kittgUm^tovnl: 

Oo  this  3d  day  of  March,  1819,  George  Gibson 
peraoaally  appeared  before  the  sabscriber,  a  jas^- 
tiee  of  the  peace  io  and  for  the  county  aforesaid 
and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  mai^ 
ten  aad  things,  as  set  forth  in  the  anoexed  states 
ment,  are  true  as  stated. 
Sworn  before 

JOSEPH  FORREST* 
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RobbrtButlbr,  adjutani  ffeoerel  of  tbe  souCh- 
ern  division  of  tbe  Armj  of  the  United  States, 
beinff  duly  sworn,  testifies  that,  in  the  Summer 
or  Fall  of  1817,  Mr.  John  Donnelson,  of  tbe 
Deiffhborbood  of  Nashville,  went  to  Pensacola, 
ana  purchased  lots  of  land  there,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Goferoment ;  that  the  deponent 
bad  heard  that  Mr.  James  Jackson,  of  Nabhville, 
was  concerned  with  him,  and  was  the  only  per- 
son concerned;  he  also  understood  that  Donnel- 
son's  first  view  in  going  to  Pensacola  was  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health  ;  that  Mr.  Donnelson  is  ne- 
phew of  General  Jackson's  wife;  that  he  does 
not  know  the  amount  of  Donnelson's  purchase; 
that  he  does  not  know,  nor  does  he  believe,  that 
General  Jackson  had,  or  expected  to  have,  any 
interest  in  said  purchase,  nor  did  he  ever  bear  it 
€ren  suffge^ted. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that,  on  the  10th 
January,  1818,  General  Jackson  addressed  a  cir- 
cular to  the  old  volunteer  officers,  to  raise  rolun- 
teers  for  tbe  Seminole  campaign,  in  which  the 
following  clause  is  found:  '*The  grade  of  the 
officers  to  be  determined  by  themselves,  or  the 
platoon  officers  of  the  regiment.  The  officers 
raising  companies  to  command."  The  deponent 
has  heard  that  an  election  was  held,  and  the  rank 
of  tb«  field  officers  established  in  that  way,  and 
DOC  appointed  by  General  Jackson,  as  stated  in 
the  deponent's  affidavit,  before  the  committee  of 
tbe  Senate,  as  positive,  when  the  deponent  then 
stated  it  as  matter  of  opinion  only.  Also,  that 
the  Governor  of  Tennessee  was  at  Nashville, 
which  appears,  from  reference  to  papers,  was 
net  the  case.  The  deponent  further  states  that 
General  Jackson  received  information  at  Bt. 
Mark's,  on  his  return  from  Suwanee,  that  there 
were  about  five  hundred  hostile  Indians  at  Pen- 
sacola who  received  aromnnitioo  and  provisions 
from  the  Governor.  In  consequence  of  which, 
the  General  ordered  Lieutenant  Sands,  of  the  ar^ 
tillery,  lo  Mobile,  to  hold  two  field  pieces  of  field 
artillery  in  readiness  for  his  orders.  On  the  arri- 
val of  the  army  at  Fort  Ghidsden,  the  General 
received  information  of  several  murders  having 
been  committed  on  the  Federal  Road,  and  was 
shown  a  letter,  said  to  be  private,  from  a  gentle- 
man at  Pensacola  to  Mr.  Doyle,  as  the  deponent 
believes,  stating  that  a  large  number  of  Indians 
were  in  Pensacola,  and  depredating  on  tbe  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens;  this  information  determined 
tbe  General  to  change  his  route  for  Tennessee 
by  Pensacola,  and  orders  were  ffiven  to  Colonel 
Gibson  to  proceed  to  Mobile,  and  afford  .Lieuten- 
ant Sands  every  facility  in  moving  the  artillery 
to  Fort  Montgomery  to  await  the  General's  or- 
der, which  was  giren,  on  nearing  the  Escambia, 
by  express,  requiring  the  artillery  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  the  army,  after  crossing  that  river, 
which  was  executed.  Tlie  General  remarked  to 
the  deponent,  on  march  to  Pensacola,  that  if  he 
found  tbe  information  true  on  reaching  that  place, 
he  would  demand  a  surrender  of  it ;  and  the  de- 
ponent believes  that  the  determination  of  the 
Gieneral  to  occupy  Pensacola  and  Barancas  was 
made  on  receiving  the'  protest  of  tbe  Governor, 


and  learning  that  his  provisions  were  stopped  bf 
him  at  the  former  place.  That  at  the  time  the 
army  attacked  Mickasuky,  there  were  not  more 
than  five  hundred  Indian  warriors  imbodied,  nor 
does  the  deponent  believe  there  were,  at  any  time 
during  the  war,  more  than  five  or  six  hundred 
imbodied  at  any  one  place;  that,  from  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  this  statement  must  be  conjectu- 
ral ;  that  the  enemy's  warriors  were  in  general 
well  armed ;  that  deponent  was  told  there  were 
about  thirteen  hundred  souls  at  Suwanee,  of 
which  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred, 
were  fighting  men ;  that  our  army  bad  one  man 
killed  and  four  wounded,  In  actions  with  the  In- 
dians duringthe  campaign,  and  two  killed  at  the 
Barancas.  Ueponent  furtner  says,  that  General 
Jackson  received  from  a  private  source  a  plan  of 
the  fortress  of  St.  Augustine;  and,  as  tbe  depo- 
nent believes,  it  was  sent  to  tbe  General  at  hu 
Mark's,  or  Fort  Gadsden,  after  his  return  from 
Suwanee;  that  General  Jackson  had  under  his 
command  in  Florida,  fVom  recollection,  about 
ei|[hteen  hundred  regulars,  volunteers,  and  mi- 
litia, and  about  fifteen  hundred  Indians  under 
Mcintosh ;  and  that  the  Indians  were  received 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  tbe  United 
States,  under  the  orders  of  Brevet  Msjor  General 
Gaines,  and  mustered  out  of  service  under  orders 
of  Major  General  Jackson,  by  a  regular  officer. 

This  deponent  deems  it  due  to  himself  to  state 
that  the  deposition  published  with  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  Senate,  under  his  name, 
was  not  written  bv  him,  but  was  taken  down  by 
Mr.  Burrell  of  that  committee,  and  a  promise 
^iven  to  the  deponent  that  when  it  was  thrown 
into  form,  it  would  be  suomitted  for  correction 
and  signature,  which  was  not  done,  althoogh  the 
committee  were  twice  informed,  by  one  of  its 
members,  at  the  request  of  this  deponent,  that 
parts  thereof  were  not  correct,  hence  the  depo- 
nent was  not  able  to  give  tbe  necessary  correc- 
tion which  he  would  have  done  from  an  exami- 
nation of  papers,  and  necessary  reflection. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

DiaTBIOT  OP  CoLOMBIi, 

County  4^  WMingionttofDU: 

On  this  3d  day  of  March,  1819,  Robert  .Btitler 
personally  appeared  before  the  undersigoed,  a 
justice  of  the  pieace  in  and  for  the  coanty  aforesaid, 
and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  AU 
mighty  God,  that  the  matters  and  things,  as  set 
forth  in  the  foregoing,  are  true  as  stated. 
Sworn  before 

JOSEPH  FORREST. 


[On  the  S3d  of  Febmsty,  18S0»  Mr.  Rnfns  King  pie- 
tented  to  the  Senate  the  following  memorial  and 
documents :] 

M$marial  of  Andnw  Jackmm^  Major  Crtntrai  in  the 
Armv  ofiht  United  Siaimfitnd  Commander  of  the 
SouAem 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee.- 

On  the  18th  of  December.  1818,  your  honor- 
able body  resolved  "  that  the  Message  of  the 


adoo 


APBStWlX. 


2610 


Dtfeat  qfihe  SeminoU  Indians,  ^. 


President,  and  documents  relatiFC  to  the  Semi- 
nole war,  t)e  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who 
shall  haFe  authority,  if  necessary,  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers;  that  said  committee  inquire 
tela  ti  ye  to  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops 
into  West  Florida ;  whether  the  officers  in  com- 
mand at  Pensacola  and  St.  Mark's  were  amen- 
able to.  and  under  the  control  of  Spain ;  and 
particularly^  what  circumstances  existed  to  au- 
thorize or  justify  the  commanding  General  in 
taking  possession  of  those  posts." 

In  conformity  with  this  resolution,  a  select 
committee.of  five  persons  of  your  honorable  body 
was  appointed,  who,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1819.  made  a  report. 

The  committee  had  ample  time  for  a  correct 
examination  of  the'  subject  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  and  means  by  which  to  have  been 
folly  satisfied  of  the  innocence  of  your  respond- 
ent ;  yet,  in  their  report,  has  he  been  accused  of 
crimes  against  the  laws  and  constitution  of  his 
country.  Upon  a  review  of  that  document,  your 
respondent  is  free  to  declare  that  both  the  narra- 
tive of  facts,  and  the  arguments  deduced  from 
them,  are  unsound  and  erroneous.  The  incorrect 
impressions  with  which  the  committee  seem  to 
have  labored  have,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
rialist, given  to  this  subject  a  distorted  aspect, 
and  thrown  around  it  a  deceptive  coloring. 

With  striking  a  deadly  blow  at  the  liberty  of 
bis  country,,  and  with  acts  of  wanton  usurpation, 
which,  for  their  enormity,  would  vie  with  the 
musC  absolute  despots— with  the  Pirectory  of 
France,  during  their  short  career  of  madness  and 
folly — has  your  respondent  been  charged.  These 
accu-sations  have  for  their  object  the  rendering 
your  respondent  obnoxious  to  his  fellow-citizens. 
Siilly  he  will  not  so  far  forget  the  duty  he  owes 
himself,  and  the  respect  due  the  Senate  and  the 
American  people,  as  to  indulge  recrimination.  It 
is  not  the  means  bjr  which  truth  can  be  arrived 
at,  or  the  cause  of  justice  and  impartiality  pro* 
moted»  But,  to  vindicate  himself  from  reproach, 
to  ward  off  unmerited  imputations,  and  to  stand 
in  opposition  to  a  report  of  a  committee  of  your 
hody,  which  casta  the  severest  censure,  is  a  right 
secured  to  him,  because  it  is  the  right  of  every 
citizen. 

With  all  the  respect,  therefore,  that  is  due  to 
an  august  branch  of  the  Qovernment,  but  with 
that  frankness  and  sincerity  which  conseiotit  in- 
nocence demands  to  aasumci  does  he  present  him- 
self. It  is  a  duty  which  he  owes  to  himself^  to 
his  office,  to  his  family,  nay,  to  his  country,  for 
which  he  has  encountered  privations,  and  whose 
interest  has  always  been  dear  and  paramount  to 
all  other  considerations.  In  doing  this,  he  will 
not  depart  from  that  respect  which  is  proper  to 
be  observed;  nor  will  he  hesitate  to  believe  but 
that  the  Senate,  on  an  impartial  examination  of 
the  facts,  will  come  to  conclusions  different  from 
what- their  committee  have  arrived  at. 

The  manner .  in  which  the  inquiry  was  con- 
ducted by  the  committee  is  believed  to  have  been 
novel ;  a  mass  of  testimony,  tending  seriously 
to  affect  the  reputation  of  an  individual,  was 


collected;  and,  although  it  was  proposed,  yet 
was  an  opportunity  denied  him,  of  appearing  oe* 
fore  them  to  offer  any  statement  or  explanation 
in  his  power,  in  relation  to  those  subjects  upon 
which  doubts  and  difficulties  might  arise.  He 
was  deprived,  by  this  refusal,  of  the  privilege  of 
confronting  his  accusers,  and  of  interrogating 
and  cross-examining  witnesses  summoned  for  his 
conviction*  Such  testimony  only  as  the  com- 
mittee chose  to  select  was  heard,  and,  when  pub* 
lished  to  the  world,  declared  a  language  different 
from  what  the  witness  intended. 

By  refusing  the  accused  an  opportunity  to  con- 
front and  cross-examine  witnesses,  how  easily 
may  be  indulged  in  rancorous  invective,  and  oc- 
casions sought  to  vent  malignant  and  implaca* 
ble  resentments.  Your  respondent  does  not  pre- 
tend to  assert  that  anything  of  the  kind  occurred 
during  the  present  investigation,  but  has  barely 
adverted  to  it  as  forming  a  portion  of  the  evil 
consequences  which  tnjght  arise  from  so  informal 
a  method  of  inquirv.  To  adopt  such  a  course,  is 
to  prostrate  the  rules  of  ^dicial  proceedings,  to 
violate  every  maxim  of  justice,  and  to  trample 
down  alt  the  sacred  guaranties  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  has  been  taught  to  believe  that,  agree- 
abl]r  to  the  provisions  of  our  mcLgna  charta,  every 
individual  was  secure  in  his  life,  liberty,  property^ 
and  reputation ;  and  that  he  could  not  be  trieii 
before  any  constituted  authority  of  the  nation 
without  being  heard  in  his  defence,  permitted  to 
introduce  exculpatory  evidence,  to  cross-examine 
and  confront  his  accusers.  This  is  one  of  the 
choicest  fruits  of  our  republican  institutions,  and 
is  an  essential  preservative  of  liberty ;  it  should 
be  guarded  with  vestal  vigilance,  and  for  no  pur- 
pose; whatever  subjected  to  violation  by  any 
('ranch  or  department  of  the  Government.  In 
its  maintenance  there  is  safety,  but  danger  in  de* 
parture. 

The  committee,  whilst  adverting  to  the  origin 
of  the  Seminole  war,  have  omitted  to  enumerate 
the  Spanish  and  Indian  aggressions  on  our 
rights,  as  a  justification  of  the  measures  which 
were  adopted  in  its  prosec\ition.  They  have 
rather  employed  palliatives  for  the  outrages  of 
the  enemy,  and  fittn  an  aggravated  aspect  to 
the  measures  which  were  adopted  for  the  peace 
and  security  of  our  frontiers.  Add  to  this  the 
manner  in  which  the  testimony  was  collected, 
the  misconception  of  facts  and  incorrect  argu- 
ments contained  in  the  report,  the  time  at  which 
it  was  published,  and  the  style,  in  which  it  was 
composed ;  and  your  respondent  cannot  foreeo  the 
belief  that  it  evinces  an  hostility  to  the  Bxecu- 
tive,  and  to  the  military  officers,  under  his  com- 
mand* 

It  is  a  subject  of  no  small  surprise  that  this 
spirit  of  opposition  should  have  diffused  itself, 
after  the  luminous  arrangement  of  facts,  with  the 
conclusive  reasoning  and  inferences  arising  from 
the  laws  of  nations  and  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Secretarv  Adams,  as  well  as  the  ample  and  satis- 
factory discussion  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  great  inquest  of  the  nation.  Moreover, 
Congress  had  made  provision  for  a  vigorous  pro* 
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sMstion  of  the  BMainole  war  In  the  SprtDf  of 
1818,  in  eonformity  to  th«  taifgestion  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  bis  Message  of  the  month  of  Mareh, 
when  he  detailed  to  them  every  information  in 
relation  to  that  subject.  Tbe  ciiisens  of  Georgia 
and  Alabama  had  made  repeated  ealls  on  the 
General  Government  for  protection;  and,  with  a 
fttU  knowledge  of  all  the  cireumetances  touching 
the  causes  and  progress  of  that  war,  Confess  au* 
thcvized  the  calling  out  an  additional  brigade  of 
militia,  and  made  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  Georgia  troops  then  in  serViee. 
The  President,  too,  who  is  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  should  be  the  proper  judge  to  determine 
whether  his  orders  be  faithfully  executed,  had 
made  the  acts  of  his  officers  his  own,  not  only  bv 
the  express  authority  which  he  had  conferred, 
but  hj  subsequent  adoption  also. 

With  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tatee  the  defensive  measures  adopted  by  the 
Qoremment,  as  also  the  reasons  by  which  they 
had  been  governed,  were  entirely  satisfactory,  in 
eonaequence  of  its  being  perceived  that  no  otnsr 
course  could  have  been  pursued  which  would 
have  secured  the  indispensable  purposes  for  which 
the  Seminole  war  had  been  prosecuted.  That 
those  measures  should  be  denoanced  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  Constitution,  by  those  very 
persons  who  originallv  gave  them  their  suffrages, 
IS  certainly  calculated  to  excite  the  astonishment 
of  every  impartial  observer. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  was  to  have  been 
anticipated  that  all  controversy,  relative  to  the 
ag^cy  of  your  respondent  in  giving  rise  to  the 
war,  would  have  been  completely  put  to  rest.  It 
was  confidently  expected  that  he  would  have 
escaped  the  crimination  of  your  committee;' re- 
proaches which,  if  sanctioned  by  your  honorable 
body,  are  little  inferior  to  cashiering;  besides, 
no  instance  is  to  be  found  on  record  where  a 
similar  course  was  adopted  in  relation  to  any  of 
the  Indian  wars  in  which  the  United  States  have 
been  engaged. 

AAer  all  the  above  circumstances  had  trans- 
pired, and  it  was  supposed  that  the  subject  of  the 
Seminole  war  had  been  finally  disposed  of  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  your  committee  took 
it  up  with  avidity,  prosecuted  it  With  an  assiduity 
that  was' unexampled,  and  animadverted  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  and  his  official 
agents,  in  a  manner  which  is  believed  to  be  alto- 
gether strange  and  novel.  By  reiterations  of 
mal-conduct  they  seem  to  have  evinced  a  dispo- 
sition to  stamp  upon  the  whole  transaction,  and 
those  connected  with  it,  infamy  and  disgrace. 

Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  a  majority 
of  any  of  the  superior  tribunals  of  tbe  nation,  in- 
fiuenced  by  patty  feelings,  shall  proceed  to  crim* 
inate  a  public  officer,  or  effect  his  removal,  in 
order  to  create  a  vacancy,  or  to  gratify  the  am- 
bition of  a  fhvorite  partisan,  then  may  private 
resentment^  and  the  most  angry  passions^  acquire 
an  unbound^  ftod  dangerous  control  over  their 
proeeedlngs.  Bvery  sentiinent  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity will  be  completely  stifled,  as  well  as  all 


Ttfktd  for  the  Constitution  and  laws.  The  pa- 
triot will  have  ample  cause  to  tremble  for  the 
honor  of  his  country,  and  the  perpetuity  of  her 
republican  institutions.  The  venerable  fabric  of 
our  liberties,  which  has  been  consecraM  by  the* 
blood  of  our  heroes,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  sages, 
will  be  imminently  endangered,  if  not  entirely 
buried  in  ruins. 

That  the  charges  preferred  should  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  at  a  time  to  preclude  all 
investigation,  is  a  circumstance  but  little  calcu- 
lated to  impart  consolation,  or  to  quiet  the  alarms 
of  reputation  assailed.  No  other  sentiment  can 
be  indulged  than  that  it  was  intended,  by  coun- 
teracting the  decision  of  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
atives previously  made,  to  produce  an  unfavorable 
inapression  on  the  public  mind,  before  anything 
could  be  offered  as  an  antidote  to  the  impressione 
it  was  intended  to  disseminate.  Twelve  months 
have  almost  elapsed  since  the  publication  of  the 
report;  all  investigation  has  been  necessarily 
pMtponed,  and  hence  has  additional,  unmerited 
injury  been  sustained.  The  effect  has  been  to 
excite  prejudice,  and  thereby  prevent  that  impar* 
tial  examination  which  is  so  essential  to  correct 
determination.'  Calumny  has  been  aided,  suspi- 
cion left  free  to  act,  and  the  means  of  exciting 
public  odium  amply  afforded.  Resting  on  the 
eternal  prineiples  of  troth  and  justice,  and  claim- 
ing for  himself  the  high  prerogative  secured  by 
tbe  Constitution,  this  respondent  asks  to  appear 
in  his  own  vindication,  and  to  submit  the  grounds 
of  his  defence,  and  the  **  motives"  by  which  he 
has  been  actuated. 

The  first  consideration  which  presents  itself,  is 
the  authority  under  which  your  committee  acted. 
Three  propositions  only  are  contained  in  the  res- 
olution of  your  honorable  body,  upon  tbe  second 
of  which  no  report  has  been  made,  nor  has  your 
committee  stated  '^whait  circumstances  existed 
to  authorize  or  justify  the. commanding  General 
in  taking  possession  of  the  Spanish  posts.^  In- 
stead of  confining  thems^rives  within  the  pale  of 
their  powers,  they  have  travelled  over  the  whole 
ground  occupied  bjr  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  search  of  new  subjects  of  inquiry  not 
before  toached  on,  or  embraced  within  their 
powers. 

Be  far  as  the  committee  haveembraced  within 
their  investigation  the  original  causes  of  the  war  $ 
the  withdimwul  of  tht^  regular  troops  from  tbe 
frontiers  of  Georgia;  tbe  employment  of  volun- 
teers and  fViendly  Indians;  the  execution  of  Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambrister;  tbe  order  to  take  posses- 
sion of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  reasons  and  mo- 
tives of  your  respondent  in  the  conduct  and 
maBagemeat  of  the  war,  it  is  believed  to  be  an 
act  ofsnpererogation,  and  a  departure  from  sound 
practice.  This  objection  is  not  made  by  yoiir 
respondeoi'upon  the  ground  that  he  consiaers  his 
coiidttct  vukerable.  or  from  a  wish  to  elude  in- 
quiry; but  is  barely  mentioned  as  presumption 
of  the  strong  disposition  of  your  committee  to 
affix  censure  upon  his  motives  and  actions. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  discretion- 
ary orders  whioh  vrere  directed  to  your  respon- 
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dent  from  the  Deptrtmcnt  of  War,  thcra  can  be 
no  qaeetioo  bat  that  they  aatfaoriaed  and  jastifled 
every  neaaare  wbich  was  adoptJed  daring  the 
Seminole  war.  and  sboaid,  at  oooe,  hare  aeqnit- 
ted  htm  of  all  eenstire  and  responsibility.    He 
^nras  ordered  to  enffige  in  ofEensiTe  operatioDs;  to 
bring  the  war  with  the  Beminolee  to  a  speedy 
and  soeeeeafol  termination,  with  exemplary  pan- 
ishment  for  hostilities  so  anproYoked ;  and  to  es- 
tablish a  neaee  on  soch  conoitions  as  would  make 
it  honorame  and  permanent.    He  was,  in  effect, 
charged  with  Ihe  manegement  of  tbe  war,  and 
Tested  with  the  powers  necessary  to  giro  it.ef- 
fect.    No  orders  eoeld  have  been  more  ample,  as 
to  the  seleotMp  of  means,  as  well  as  to  their  ap- 
plieation. 

The  massacre  of  Mrs.  Qarret  and  children,  and 
the  botchery  of  Lieatenant  8coti  and  comsades, 
your  respondent  is  informed,  were  the  events 
which  indaced  the  QoTernmeot  to  order  him  to 
take  command  of  the  oneratiag  army,  and  to 

Srosecute  the  war  with  rigor  and  effect.  They 
ad  determined  to  abandon  the  caatioas  and  de- 
fensire  policy  hitherto  adopted,  and  to  pursoe  a 
sew  syst^n  of  operations  against  the  enemy* 
The  orders  directed  to  your  respondent  and  €ton- 
eral  Qaines,  sobseqaent  to  those  tragical  erents, 
were  entirely  different  from  former  ones;  inas- 
much as  they  were  peremptory  as  to  carryingon 
operations  in  Flonda  agamst  the  Seminole  In- 
.dians. 

The  first  order  to  yoar  respondeat  had  no  leto- 
enoe  to  those  issned  to  General  Qaines.  save  that 
of  the  eame  date  with  hn  own,  whinn  was  di- 
rected to  him  at  Amelia  Island,  reqniring  his  co^ 
operation  in  tbe  attack  upon  the  Bemlnoles.  in 
no  part  of  it  was  a  relerence  to  any  prerieus  order 
to  your  respondent,  or  any  other  penon.  pointing 
out  tbe  meet  advisable  means  to  be  adi^ted,  or 
limiting  him  in  their  choice  <Nr  ap|dication.  And 
even  had  the  orders  of  Cleneral  Qames  been  oblig* 
atory,  as  the  ease  which  they  contemplated  never 
occurred,  they  must  entirely  have  lost  4beir  force 
and  effect*  An  order  to  perfi^m  a  particular  ser- 
vice, or  to  effect  ii  specific  object,  without  any 
limitation  as  to  the  means  to  beem ployed,  leaves, 
it  is  conceived,  an  entirei  discretion  with  the  ofiieer 
as  to  their  character  and  applioation«^it  then  be- 
comes a  genefal  power.  It  is  also  believed  to  be 
true  that  the  limits  of  such  an  order  cannot  be 
transcended  without  an  entire  desertion  of  the 
object  contemplated.  The  orders  of  your  re- 
spondent completely  saperseded  those  directed 
to  Qeneral  Gaines ;  and,  if  so,  he  must  stand  ac- 
quitted of  the  high  charge  of  having  been  rnilty 
of  their  violation.  Yet,  if  any  donbt  conkTezlst 
upon  this  sttMect,  the  subsequent  approval  of  the 
measures  and  motives  of  yoar  respondent,  by  the 
fiizecutive  of  the  United  Sfates,  ^^mpletely  set- 
tles all  controversy. 

In  the  first  page  of  the  report  an  effort  is  made 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
son was  aegotiated  by  yonr  respoiadent,  and  that 
the  hostilities  of  the  Seminoles  proceeded  from 
its  unjust  and  tytannieal  demands*  Upon  this 
bcanbh  «f  the  anhject  yonr  respondeat  hc^  leave 


to  temaifc,  that  the  Gkneial  Government  *  had 
some  time  previously  settled  the  terms  of  eapita- 
lation,  and  your  respondent,  not  as  a  commis- 
eioner  or  negotiator,  ont  as  the  conqueror  of  the 
conntry,  received  their  submission  upon  ihoee 
term^-terms  which  demanded  the  tmrrender  qf 
lAetr  firopheU,  as  vM  at  the  tiutigatoTB  cf  ike 
soar. 

TlMse  Indians,  having  been  rooted  at  Hoithle- 
wallee,  in  April,  1814,  fled  to  Pensacola,  where 
thev  were  proteoted,  clothed,  fed,  and  supplied 
with  munitions  of  war,  by  the  Spanish  autnon- 
tics.  They  never  were  parties  to  the  treaty  at 
Fort  Jackson;  and,  however  they  might  have 
been  dissatisfied  with  its  conditions,  as  demanded 
bv  the  Government,  their  dissatisfaction  and  hos- 
tility were  excited  by  Spanish  agents  and  British 
emiasariies  resittent  among  them ;  one  of  whom 
was  the  in&mous  Woodbine,  who  was  then  en- 

5 aged  in  enliating  them  in  his  service  by  the 
istribntion  of  presents,  and  in  diseipliaing  them 
for  war.  These  facts  might  have  been  ascertained 
by  a  refinance  to  the  correspondence  between 
your  respondent  and  the  Governor  of  Pensieola, 
which  were  on  file  in  the  War  Department*   ' 

Upon  the  snbject  of  occupying  the  Spanish 
posts  yonr  respondent  thinks  proper  to  observe, 
that  he  deemed  it  essentially  necessarv  to  the 
eOBBCUtion  of  his  orders.  It  would  have  been  im- 
poesible  to  have  obtained  a  speedy  aad  effectual 
Germination  of  the  war,  so  long  as  the  command- 
ants of  those  fortresses  furnished  the  enemy  with 
supplies  and  munitions  of  war,  and  aided,  idiet- 
tcd,  and'cncooraffed  them  in  their  savage  hostil> 
ities  against  our  frontier  settlements. 

They  had  both  beeome  the  rendezvous  forim- 
bodying  hostile  negroes  and  Indians,  and  for 
giving  them  comfort  aad  protection.  Aceotding 
to  the  acknowledgments  of  her  owncmamanding 
officers,  the  authority  of  Spain  over  Florida  haa 
ceased,  and  was  to  be  considered  as  derdict  to  ail 
intents  and  purposes.  YoUr  respondent  did  act 
beiieve  himself  under  any  obHgation  to  rei^Mct 
an  anthority  that  did  not  exist;  aeovereigoty  that 
was  not  asserted  or  exercised;  reason  nor  law 
could  require  him  to  respect  rights  that  were  suf- 
fered to  be  usurped  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
a  most  cruel  and  sanguinary  war  against  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  posts  had 
been  alternately  substituted  for  the  fort,  on  the 
Appahiehteola,  and  thither  the  negroes  and  In- 
dians had  retreated  for  shelter  aad  proleetiea. 
aflter their defeatsatMickasuky.  Theyconstitaled 
the  laboratories  of  the  war,  and  there  were  their 
materials  collected  and  organized  for  active  aer- 
vice.  They  were  in  reality  Indian  fortsand  store- 
houses, attempted  to  be  protected  by  the  Spanish 
flag;  aad  had  they  been  in  the  exclnsive  posses- 
sion of  00^  savage  enemies,  they  conld  not  have 
derived  greater  advantages,  been  more  benefitted, 
nor  loe  more  seriously  injured. 

Against  such  an  enemy,  what  measures  were 
to  be  adopted  under  orders  thatMqulSedaapeadjr 
and  effectual  termination  of  the  war;  and  arhiea 
were  to  give  permanent  peace  and  security  to 
our  Southern  frontier?    They  were  hot  to  be 
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met  tod  fought  in  the  open  plain,  where  a  de- 
cltire  blow  might  be  given,  and  the  contest 
ended ;  but  were  to  be  sought  for  in  the  fortresses 
of  Spain,  and  in  the  swamps  of  a  wilderness, 
where  they  might  contend  at  leisure,  and  recede 
from  the  contest,  the  moment  it  became  hazards 
otts.  Partial  remedies  to  prerent  sach  evils  bad 
already  been  adopted  by  the  American  Gfovem- 
ment.  During  the  war  of  181S,  Spain  had  suf- 
fered Qreat  Britain  to  violate  her  neutrality  in 
Florida,  to  the  injury  and  annoyance  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  1814,  Pensacola  was  entered  by 
United  States  troops,  and  a  lesson,  it  was  hoped, 
enforced,  that  however  this  Government  was  dis- 
posed to  cultivate  peace,  she  could  not  preserve 
It  b)r  permitting  Spain,  regardless  of  existing 
treaties,  to  outrage  her  dearest  rights.  She  was 
called  upon  to  maintain  her  neutrality  according 
to  the  injunctions  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1795;  She  pleaded 
inability  to  comply,  and  the  American  Qovern- 
ment  forgave  the  injury.  Peace  was  at  length 
restored  to  the  United  States;  yet  still  Spain, 
regirdless  of  her  obligations,  permitted  British 
agents  ^o  reside  within  the  bosom,  of  Florida,  and 
to  excite  the  Indians  and  negroes  to  pillage  and 
to  bloodshed.  Remonstrance  was  again  employ- 
ed, but  in  vain.  Inability  was  still  the  pretext, 
and  the  same  tragical  scenes,  witnessed  in  1814, 
were  now  repeated.  The  savages  who  had  cause- 
leasly  made  war,  and  who  were  slieddinff  the 
blood  of  our  border  settlers,  bein|t  thus  on^nly  re- 
ceived and  comforted  b^  the  Spanish  authorities, 
were  such  acts  of  hostility,  were  so  flagrant  a 
violation  of  the  sood  understanding  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  respondent,  wholly  to  merge  the 
neutral  character.  And  your  respondent  con- 
siders, that  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  had  he  drawn  up  his  troops  by 
way  of  cordon,  and  remained  on  the  Georgia  fron- 
tier, receiving  the  reports  of  Indian  robberies  and 
massacres,  only  that  he  migbt  transmit  them  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  ^  for  he  could  have  done  no 
more. 

Both  of  those  fortresses  were  clearly  identified 
as  "associates"  in  the  war,  and  were  both  equally 
under'  the  control  of  the  negroes  and  Indians. 
Ambrister  had  appeared  before  St.  Mark's  with 
four  or  five  hundred  under  his  command;  and  an 
equal  number  had  been  seen  about  Pensacola,  the 
most  of  whom  were  equipped  for  war  by  Gov- 
ernor Mazot.  In  both  instances,  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  was  amply  sufficient  for  a  forcible  oc- 
oupation  of  the  posts.  Moi^eover,  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  bad  refused  the  passage  of  provisions 
up  the  Escambia,  destined  for  our  starving  troops 
%%  Fort  Crawford.  An  United  States  schooner, 
called  the  Amelia,  had  been  detained  at  that  place 
until  the  town  was  taken,  when  were  obtained 
from  her  provisions  for  the  troops.  Another  pro- 
Tisiott  vessel,  ordered  into  the  rerdido,  had  been 
captured  by  boats  sent  from  the  Barancas,  and 
placed  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  but  fortunately 
made  her  escape  under  cover  of  the  darkness  of 
the  night. 


In  this  state  of  things,  had  jrour  respondent  been 
compelled  to  suspend  operations,  and  to  wait  for 
additional  orders  from  the  War  Department,  the 
object  of  anticipating-  the  enemy  would  have 
been  entirely  defeated.  He  would  have  been 
compelled  to  retrograde  to  the  interior,  for  the 
want  of  supplies,  leaving  many  points  of  the  fron- 
tier exposed  to  the  ruthless  barbarities  of  exasper- 
ated savages.  The  militia  force  would  have  be- 
come inactive  and  discontented ;  their  time  would 
have  expired  before  anything  effectual  could  have 
been  done;  and  the  campaign  thus  rendered  com- 
pletely abortive.  If  St.  Mark's  was  necessary  to 
the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  Pensacola 
was  much  more  so  for  the  peace  and  security  of 
Alabama.  In  consequence,  too,  of  its  being  lo- 
cated on  the  seaboard,  it  afforded  much  greater 
facilities  to  our  enemies,  for  it  commanded  the 
navigation  of  the  Bscambia,  up  which  had,  ne- 
cessarily, to  pass,  all  the  supplies  for  our  forts 
erected  on  its  tributary  streams.  The  occupation 
of  this  post  was  not  detel'mioed  upon,  until  the 
reception  of  Governor  Bibb's  letter,  at  the  Bscam- 
bia, detailing  manv  outrages,  and  communicating 
the  intelligence  tnat  Holmes  and  his  warriors 
were  theii  in  Pensacola ;  as  also^  the  receipt  of 
Governor  Mazot's  protest,  complaining  of  a  viola- 
tion of  his  neutrality,  and  ordering  your  respon- 
dent to-  retire  from  West  Florida,  accompanied 
with  a  threat  to  coerce  him,  if  he  did  not  comply. 
Lieutenant  Sands  had  been  despatched  from  St. 
Mark's,  with  orders  to  bold  his  artillery  in  readi- 
ness to  meet  future  contingencies,  shoald  they 
occur;  but  he  never  was  directed  to  convey  it  to 
a  given  point,  until  after  your  respondent  reached 
the  Cboctawnatchy. 

Nor  were  those  proceedings  considered  acts  of 
war,  as  represented  by  the  committee*  By  ad- 
verting to  the  correspondence  with  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's,  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
cola, and  the  Secreury  of  War,  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctly seen^  that  your  respondent  entered  the 
territory  of  SfHiin  as  a  friend,  to  chastise  an  ene- 
my of  both  nations,  and  to  enforce  those  obliga- 
tions and  duties  which  the  Spanish  authorities 
had  pleaded  inability  to  perform;  that  all  his 
operations  were  bottomed  on  the  broad  principle 
of  self-defence,  authorized  by  the  law  of  nature 
and  of  nations.  They  were  not  directed  against 
the  Government  of  Spain,  but  against  the  for- 
tresses which  had  become  the  stronghdlds,  the 
rendezvous,  of  negroes  and  Indians,  and  whose 
neutrality  was  prostrated  to  the  basest  purposes. 
They  were  seized  because  they  were  Indian 
posts  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Spain  has 
disavowed  the -conduct  of  her  official  agents; 
and  the  American  €k>vernment  has  declared  that 
a  war  was  not  intended  with  that  nation. 

Although  the  Spanish  authorities  were  guilty 
of  many  open  and  undisguised  acts  of  hostility, 
yet  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  over  Florida  was 
altogether  ideal.  Her  commandants  had  repeat- 
edly] acknowledged  that  they  were  unable  to  re- 
strain the  savages,  and  that  the  Indian  chiefs 
and  British  emissaries  were  proceeding  contrary 
to  their  wishes,  and  in  violation  of  their  laws  ; 
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iMHce  were  these  fortresses  occopied,  as  the  only 
measore  whieh  eoaid  j^ive  a  speedy  and  perma- 
nent peace  to  our  bleeding  frontiers.  The  Span- 
ish GoTernment  did  not  consider  it  an  act  of 
war,  nor  did  Mr.  Pizarro  or  Don  Onis  complain 
of  it  as  a  measure  of  that  description.  The  two 
Governments  hare  acknowledged  themselves  at 
peace,  and  hare  since  kept  op  a  regular  and 
friendly  intercourse  with  each  other  in  the  shape 
of  negotiation. 

Neither  were  the  garrisons  made  prisoners  of 
war,  or  treated  like  conquered  enemies^  as  is 
stated  by  your  committee.  The  contrary  will 
be  made  clearly  apparent,  by  an  examination  of 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  Spanish  posts 
were  occupied ;  to  whieh  your  respondent  begs 
leave  to  refer.  Your  committee  acknowledge 
that  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  were  guilty 
of  acts  of  war  against  the  United  States ;  but 
that  her  neutral  character  was  not  wholly  merged 
in  thai  of  the  enemy,  in  conseouence  of^  her  em- 
ploying moral  and  not  physicsl  force.  If  giving 
the  negroes  and  Indians  encouragement  in  their 
outrages,  by  the  purchase  of  their  plunder ;  fur- 
nishing them  with  aid  and*  protection,  supplies 
and  munitions  of  war,  did  not  wholly  merge  the 
neatrality  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  make 
them  associates  in  the  war,  your  respondent  con- 
fesses that  he  is  at  a  loss  for  a  definition  of 
terocis. 

Agreeably  to  this  idea,  it  would  be  improper  to 
consider  the  population  of  a  nation,  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  as  enemies,  save  those  who  were 
in  the  field;  for  it  is  only  the  latter  who  resort 
to  "  physical  force."  This  distinction  is  entirely 
new,  and  is  in  contradiction  to  many  of  the  most 
clear  and  long  established  principles  of  good 
eease  and  national  law. 

It  is  stated  by  your  leommittee,  that  all  author- 
ity at  Pensacoia  was  put  down  by  the  sword, 
and  that  a  new  Government  was  established, 
''the  powers  of  which,  both  civil  and  military, 
were  vested  in  military  officers."  Every  one 
wauld  be  induced  to  understand,  from  this,  that 
the  terms  of  capitulation  were  arbitrarily  and 
tyrannically  imposed  upon  Governor  Mazot, 
when,  in  fact,  they  were  proposed  by  himself, 
and  the  civil  and  military  Government  was  dis- 
solved at  his  own  instance.  The  temporary 
Governor,  Colonel  King,  was  an  officer  of  the 
United  States'  army ;  but  civil  officers  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  difierent  departments  from  among 
the  citizens ;  and  Mr.  McEinsey,  a  citizen  of 
Mobile,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  magis- 
tracy. All  that  was  contemplated  was  to  organ - 
iste  some  kind  of  civil  authority  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property,  of  the 
citizen^,  during  the  temporary  occupancy  of  the 
fortress.  The  same  Government  to  wnicn  the 
people  had  been  accustomed  was  retained.  It 
hecame  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  the 
rerenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
check  the  smuggling  which  had  been  carried  on 
successfully  in  this  quarter  for  many  years,  as 
well  as  to  admit  the  American  merchant  to  an 
tqntil  participation  in  trade,  whieh  would  have 


been  dented  under  the  partial  operations  of  the 
Spanish  commercial  code. 

The  executions  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and  British 
outlaws  are  justifiable  on  the  ffrouod  of  prece- 
dent and  the  laws  of  nations.  One  of  the  rormer 
was  a  nrophet,  who  had  employed  his  superstiti- 
ous innueoce,  and  the  promises  of  his  transatlan* 
tic  friends,  to  stimulate  his  deluded  brethren  to 
deeds  of  rapine  and  massacre.  The  other  com* 
manded  in  person  the  party  who  perpetrated  the 
cold-blooded  butchery  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and 
his  unfortunate  companions.  Both  had  becD 
engaged  in  most  of  the  murders  committed,  and 
were  active  instigators  of  the  savage  war  whidi 
raged  on  our  defenceless  frontier. 

Actiog  as  chiefs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
Arbttthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  numerous  acts  of 
atrocity,  had  become  identified  with  those  mon- 
BterB*«-aMocta/6»  in  the  war.  They  were  the 
priDcipal  authors  of  the  hostilities  of  the  ferocious 
^vages,  who  observed  none  of  the  rules  of  civ- 
ilized warfare,  who  never  gave  quarter,  and  only 
took  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  torturing  1  They 
were,  without  authority,  principals  in  an  unlaw- 
ful war.  Their  mode  of  carrying  it  on  was 
characterized  by  plunder,  massacre,  destruction, 
and  revenge'^  and  was  in  open  violation  of  the 
laws  of  war  and  of  nations.  Great  Britain  would 
not  interfere  to  prevent  those  miscreants  from 
instigating  the  fugitive  negroes  and  the  Indians 
from  burning,  and  pillaging,  and  scalping,  the  in- 
habitants of  Georgia  and  Alabama ;  out  she  dis- 
owned them,  and  left  them  to  their  fate.  The 
Spanish  authorities  would  not,  or  could  not,  in- 
terfere, and  the  Indians  regarded  them  as  friends 
and  associates.  Both  acted  as  chiefs  of  the  motley 
banditti,  giving  them  counsel  and  exciting  them 
to  war ;  and  one  of  them  actually  led  those  black 
and  red  combatants  to  battle.  They  both  offi- 
ciated as  Indian  agents,  in  writing  to  Spanish 
Governors  and  British  Ministers,  stating  their 
grievances,  and  soliciting  assistance;  and  some- 
times as  quartermasters,  procuring  supplies,  and 
furnishing  munitions  of  war. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  believed  that 
they  merited  death,  whether  they  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  with  the  outlawed  Red  Sticks, 
or  fugitive  negroes,  who  were  in  a  state  of  open 
rebellion.  Indeed,  their  criminality  was  of  a 
deeper  dye  than  that  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  They 
were  the  paymasters  for  human  scalps ;  and,  to 
discharge  that  high  trust,  had  exiled  themselves 
from  their  native  land,  plunged  into  the  recesses 
of  the  wilderness,  and  groped  their  way  to  the 
Indian  camp,  for  the  express  purpose  of  working 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  ignorant  and  untutored 
savages,  to  instigate  them  to  lay  waste  the  abodes 
of  industry  and  innocence,  and  stain  onr  soil  with 
the  blood  of  slaughtered  women  and  children  1 
Bojoying  the  light  of  education,  yet  devoted  to 
this  infamous  employment,  the  active  agents  in 
a  war  which  was  marked  in  iu  progress  by  plun- 
der and  massacre  I  Should  mercy  have  been 
extended  to  wretches  who  excited  such  a  war, 
and  who,  within  r  short  period,  would  have  re- 
newed the  same  tragical  scenes  1    As  assoeiatea 
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of  sETtccs,  who  respected  aone  of  the  lawe  of 
oiyilized  warfare,  thejr  could  not  elaloi  the  ben- 
efit or  protection  of  those  laws,  for  they  were  not 
parties.  Tfaey  were  as  moch  outlaws  to  all  its 
provisions,  as  a  pirate  of  the  ocean.  8uoh  wretches 
«re  more  criminal  than  any  painted  Red  Stick ; 
and  to  pardon  them  would  be  treachery  to  man- 
kind. If,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  justice^  it  has 
been  deemed  wise  and  politic  to  take  the  life  of  an 
offender  for  the  murder  of  a  single  individual, 
both  religion  and  humanitv  must  recommend  the 
infliction  of  the  same  penalty  upon  him  who  has 
been  conspicuously  instrumental  in  the  murder 
of  every  age,  sex.  and  condition.  Although  re- 
taliation might  nave  been  employed  upon  the 
innocent,  for  such  horrid  crimes,  yet,  in  these 
oases,  it  fell  upon  the  guilty.  Let  it  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  Indian  chiefs  and  British  outlaws 
were  the  monsters  demanded  to  be  surrendered 
by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  the  terms  of  which 
^adbeen  antecedently  settled  by  the  Gtoveroment, 
ratified  by  your  honorable  body,  and  carried  into 
effect  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and 
let  it  also  be  recollected,  that  these  were  the 
prophets  and  instigators  of  the  war,  upon  whom 
was  ordered  to  be  inflicted  ''  exemplary  punish- 
ment for  hostilities  so  unprovoked.'' 

The  two  British  incendiaries  were  not  executed 
upon  the  gene^l  charge  alone  of  "  exciting  the 
Indians  to  war,"  as  stated  by  vonr  committee, 
but  upon  that  and  other  gtneml  chaiges  subjoined 
thereto,  which  they  omitted  to  notice,  but  which 
may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  on  that  occasion. 

The  case  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  was  not 
within  the  reach  of  any  rules  or  articles  of  war. 
The  righta  and  privileges  here  secured  belonged 
only  to  our  own  countrymen ;  and,  as  the  offences 
charged  were  committed  by  forei^ers  beyond 
o«r  own  territorial  limiu  and  jnrisdiction,  our 
municipal  code  contained  nothing  by  which  lo 
test  the  offence.  To  it  the  principles  of  national 
law  was  alone  applicable,  which  attaebed  no 
penalty  to  their  crimes  other  than  death*  In 
organizing  the  court  of  inquiry,  it  was  only  in- 
tended (as  in  councils  of  war)  that  the  opinion 
aboold  operate  directory,  and  as  advice,  not  to 
become  binding.  In  the  second  sentence  pro- 
nounced by  the  special  court  upon  Ambrister, 
there  was  a  departure  from  the  rules  of  that 
law  upon  which  alone  it  was  believed  Jurisdic- 
tion was  had  of  the  offence.  Nor  was  it  less  a 
riolation  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war ;  for 
those  rules  had  denounced  corporal  punishment. 
Th«  sentence,  therefore,  Was  void,  because  knowii 
to  no  law.  Your  respondent,  therefore,  con- 
ceived himself  authorixed  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  first  sentence,  because  it  awarded  the 
oo^y  punishment  that  was  legal  to  be  inflicted ; 
and  because  his  lawless,  guilty  conduct  entitled 
him  to  die.  Besides,  Ambrister  was  the  most 
criminal.  lie  had  commanded,  in  person,  a  corps 
of  negroes,  with  the  view  of  anticipating  your 
tespondeat  in  the  occupation  of  St.  Mark's,  and 
was  actually  taken  in  arms  against  the  Cbrces  of 
the  United  States. 


The  (jfenetal  oonHDaading,  as  in  all  soefa 
cases,  possessed  the  right,  by  the  law  of  naiieas, 
to  retaliate  aad  to  punish  ;  nor  could  the  organ- 
izing of  the  court  deprive  him  of  the  power. 
The  court  of  inquiry  derived  its  existeaoe,  and 
its  whole  authority,  from  the  order  for  its  organ- 
ization; and  no  more  could  they  exercise  a 
power  not  delegated  to  them,  than  could  a  com- 
mittee of  your  nonorable  body  inquire  into  mat- 
ters not  contained  in  the  resolution  which  crea- 
ted them.  The  order  calls  it  a  special  court, 
and  directs  it  to  perform  special  duties.  It  only 
asks  for  opinions ;  and  gives  no  right  to  carry 
those  opinions  into  execution.  It  details  a  re- 
corder, oy  which  a  court  of  inquirv  is  ever  dis- 
tinguished from  courts  martial;  the  latter  having 
a  judge  advocate,  without  which  no  proceedings 
can  be  had,  and  no  sentence  pronounced. 

Censure  is  endeavored  to  be  attached,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops 
from  the  posts  on  the  Oeorma  frontier,  and  con- 
centrating them  at  Fort  Montgomery,  on  the 
Alabama  river,  a  considerable  distance  west  of 
the  Qeorgia  line.  In  the  commission  of  this 
military  error  your  respondent  had  no  partioi- 

Etion ;  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of 
r.  Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  War ;  an  order 
which  he  was  bound  to  obey,  although  contrary 
to  his  own  opinion. 

Upon  the  subject  of  raising  and  organizing  the 
volunteers  of  West  Tennessee,  which  has  i5ile4 
f<»th  theseverest  animadversions,  your  respondent 
did  not,  as  he  conceives,  *^  disrejgard  the  orders  of 
the  WarDepaiitm«at,the  CoDstimtion,aad  lawi." 
His  orders  were,  to  call  upon  tlM  Qovernors  of  the 
adjacent  States  for  such  additional  military  fierce 
as  he  might  deem  necessary  to  beat  the  enemy. 
The  order  was  entirely  discretionary,  as  no  nmn* 
ber  or  description  of  troops  were  mentioned.  In 
the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  War's  letter  to 
Governor  Bibb,  your  respondent  was  "  vested 
with  foil  powers  to  conduct  the  war  in  the  man- 
ner he  might  judge  best." 

When  his  appeal  was  made  to  the  citizens  of 
West  Tennessee,  the  frontier  settlements  were 
threatened  on  every  side  with  dara^er  aad  dis- 
tress, as  well  as  our  troops  at  Fort  Scott  and  on 
the  Appalachieola.  Major  Muhlenberg  was  en- 
deavoring to  ascend  that  river  with  provisions, 
dec,  and  was  arrested  in  his  progresflL  and  sar- 
rounded,  by  eiffht  or  twelve  hundred  Indians. 
Colonel  Arbuckle,  oommandant  at  Fort  Scott, 
was  also  about  to  abandon  his  post  for  want  of 
supplies.  The  one  thousand  ueorgia  oulitia, 
who  had  been  called  oik  for  sixty  days,  after  ad- 
vancing forty  miles  from  Hartfinrd,  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Early,  were  returning  home, 
leaving  the  command  of  Colonel  Arbhckle,  as 
also  the  Qeorgia  frontier,  in  an  exposed  and  per- 
ilous condition.  Not  only  from  lie  pnblic  kmv* 
nals,  but  from  the  communications  of  Colonel 
Arbuckle,  had  this  intelligence  been  received. 
Under  these  cirenmstances,  Mi^or  Fanning  was 
despatched  to  Georgia,  with  a  request  that  the 
Qovemor  should  contiaoe  those  troops  indie 
field  for  an  additional  period,  or  supply  the  dcfi- 
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«i«iiej,  as  •tttlyas  pnetiosble,  hj  an  muni  iuub* 
ber  of  Tolantcen. 

As  it  was  not  kaowD,  at  tbit  time,  whether 
the  Qovaraor  of  TeoDeesee  wm  st  KnozvtUe  or 
in  tkc  Ckerokee  nation,  yoar  respondent  made 
his  appeal  to  his  old  and  tried  eomrades  in  arms, 
desiriae  them  to  folk>w  him  to  tke  ficid,  in  de- 
fence of  their  invaded  ooutttry.    In  affor din|^  the 
desired  relief,  no  time  was  to  be  lost.    Delay 
was  replete  witb  danger;  and  defeat  and  disaster 
would  ha^e  heea  the  result,  had  the  dilatory  pro- 
cess of  draughting  been  resorted  to.    The  same 
day  on  which  the  appeal  was  made,  the  Qorer- 
nor  of  Tennessee  was  written  to,  and  apnrized 
of  tke  attempt  to  obtain  roUinteers;  and  that 
one  thousand  draogkted  militia  would  be  re- 
quired, should  the  appeal  not  be  pronotpdy  and 
successfully  answered.    In  reply,  the  €(o>irernor 
gaye  his  entire  approbation  to  the  measure,  and 
co-operated  in  raising  an  additional  compaar  of 
mounted  volonteers,  which  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Dunlsp,  and  which  joined  the  army  at 
Fof  t  CHdsden. 

All  the  rdnnteers  were  raised  and  oiganized 
under  the  laws  of  Tennessee,  the  olBcers  of  whom 
were  elected  by  themselres,  and  not  apppinted 
by  your  respondent,  as  asserted  by  your  commit- 
tee.     Although  earnestly  solicited  to  appoint 
them,  be  peremniorily  refased.    To  the  officers 
who  had  serred  nim  in  the  late  Creek  and  British 
war,  he  stated,  not  only  in  his  appeal,  but  also 
upon  their  meeting  at  Nashrille,  that  they  were 
to  organise  theiMelreB  in  the  manner  they  might 
think  proper ;  that  the  grade  of  the  officers  was 
to  be  determined  by  themselres }  and  that  those 
raisiog  companies  were  to  command  th^m.    The 
only  agency  of  your  respondeat,  in  4he  whole 
transaction,  was  the  appointment  of   Colonel 
Hayne,  inspector  general  of  the  Soathem  dtrisian, 
to  sapesintend  their  oiganizatioo,  and  lead  then 
to  Fort  Scott,  where  he  took  the  command.  £rery 
measure  tonchiag  thecaisinff  and  organuing  this 
volunteer  corps  was  regulanjp  commaaieated  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  receired  his  unqualified 
approbation. 

The  oosamitiee  admit,  that  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress authorize  the  Preeident  to  call  on  the  Qor* 
ernors  of  tke  different  States  for  saoh  portions  i^f 
the  militia  as  he  may  deem-  requisite;  but  deny 
that  there  is  any  law  in  existence  resting  him 
with  autbesity  to  accept  the  aerrices  of  rolnn- 
teeoB.  Here  they  hare  eadearored  to  make  an 
impression  on  the  nation)  timt  rolunteers  are  not 
militia ;  and  that  the  cirettmstaace  of  rolunteer- 
tng  their  aerrices,  in  preference  to  beiag  draoffht- 
ed,  esafotialiy  and  sadically  changes  weir  cEar- 
aoter.  There  is  certainly  no  position  more 
unsound ;  as  is  dearly  eriaced  by  the  fact,  that 
meet  ojf  the  calls  of  (he  Qeneral  QoTerament  have 
been  met  in  this  way,  by  the  patriotic  and  gallant 
reomaaryofourooaniry;  until  now,  it  has  never 
been  complained  of. 

When  a  requisition  is  made  by  the  Freaident 
on  any  Stale  in  the  Union^  for  a  quota  of  militia, 
it  is  sufficient  if  they  are  forthcoming ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  he  has  ino  authority,  nnder  the  laws 


or  ConeiitittioB  of  the  United  EUateo,  to  inqjuin 
into  the  mode  in  which  they  have  been  taiaed 
and  organiflsed.  This  is  a  question  to  he  deter- 
mined ezolusively  between  the  Qovemor  of  a 
State  and  its  own  citizens.  It  is  one  of  the  auri- 
bates  of  State  soveeeignty,  ffuarantied  by  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  with  which  the  £ze- 
cntive  and  Congress  cannot  interfere.  If  .an 
officer  of  the  United  States'  Army  should  be 
guilty  of  an  infrincement  of  this  State  prerogative, 
the  complaint  of  its  Governor  or  Legimtoie 
should  be  considered  as  the  only  basis  to  auihor- 
ize  an  inquiry  into  his  official  conduct. 

It  is  staled  by  your  commitiee,  tliat  it  was  aot 
found  necessary  to  furnish  the  President  witii  a 
list  of  the  tmuMBof  the  militia  officers  $  **  and  aot 
until  the  pay-rolls  were  made  out.  and  paySMnt 
demanded,  were  the  persons  known  to  the  De^t- 
ment  of  War.''  A  inajorit^  of  your  committee 
were  within  reach  of  all  the  information  necessary 
to  the  correction  of  this  error.  Colonel  Hayne's 
communications  to  the  Secretary  of  War  were 
on  file  in  that  office  |  from  which  ihey  might 
httve  been  informed  of  the  number  and  grade  of 
the  officers,  as  well  as  of  every  particular  relative 
to  the  organisation  of  the  vouinteers ;  together 
with  the  express  and  decided  approbation  of 
that  department  of  the  Gtovctament.  Appended 
to  the  report  are  the  pay-rolls,  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Paymaater  Qmeral.  Why  they  omitted 
to  examine  the  muster-roll  in  the  War  Office, 
Arofll  which  the  pay-roll  was  transcribed,  yonr 
respondent  is  at  a  loss  to  determine.  Upon  an 
examination  of  the  nay-rolls,  they  shoaid  have 
known  that,  ngreeably  tp  the  rules  and  artkeks 
of  war,  they  must  have  been  made  out  from  the 
muater-rolls,  which  designate,  by  name,  the  nom* 
ber  and  gmde  of  the  officers  mustered  into  service. 
The  muaterwroll,  together  with  the  letters  of  Col- 
onel Hayne,  woold  have  satisfied  the  committee 
that  the  volunteers  had  been  organized  agieeahly 
to  the  laws  of  Tennessee  $  ^ad  that  it  was  a  pro- 
cedure overwhich  the  Qeneral  Qovernmentcoold 
exercise  no  control. 

By  the  roksand  articles  of  war,  '^  troops  of  all 
descriptionsahallbe  mustered  once  in  two  months, 
for  payment;  nor  shall  any  payment  be  made, 
but  opon*  muster-rolls,  signed  by  the  inspector 
general  or  his  assistant;  or,  in  the  absence  of 
these,  by  some  officer  of  the  Arm  v  of  the  Unitad 
States,  espealalW  aaaigned  to  this  dirty  by  the  gen- 
eral or  other  officer  commanding  the  department  > 
in  which  the  troops  so  mustered  shall  be." 

Again,  ^  the  omcers  and  soldiers  of  any  troo|M, 
whether  militia  or  others,  being  mastered,  and  in 
the  jmy  of  the  United  States,  shall,  at  all  tieies, 
and  in  all  p^cea,  when  joined  or  acting  in  con- 
junctiott  with  the  regular  forces  otf  tneUaiied 
Sutes,  he  aorerned  by  the  rules  nod  articles  o( 
war,  and  shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  courts- 
martial,  in  like  meaner  with  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regular  forces,  sare  only  that  suc^ 
coyirts-martial  shall  be  compeeed  entirely  of  mi- 
litia officers." 

From  theae  extracts  it  must  appear  evidee^t, 
that  no  .payment  can  be  made,  but  upon  mMsier- 
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rolls,  sigfncd  by  the  ii^sj^ector  general,  &a,\  and 
thac,  from  the  time  ihey  are  made  out  and  re- 
ceived at  the  War  Office,  the  militia  are  coasid- 
ered  in  the  service  of  the  lloited  States.  Neither 
Congress  nor  the  President  hare  any  aothority 
to  inquire  how  their  officers  have  been  appointed ; 
whethier  they  have  been  received  as  volunteers, 
or  raised  bv  the  more  tedious  and  vexatious 
method  of  draughting.  Were  the  idea  of  your 
committee  correct  upon  this  subject,  the  people 
of  the  different  States  iMuld  be  deprived  of  the 
invaluable  privilege  of  selecting  between  these 
two  modes  of  eomplviog  with  the  calls  made 
upon  them  for  the  defence  of  our  common  coun- 
try. The  Gkneral  Government  had  the  services 
01  those  troops,  which  is  ail  that  can  be  required  ; 
and  they  have  long  sioce  been  mustered  out  of 
service,  and  paid  from  the  public  Treasury. 

The  committee  confess  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  approbated  the  manner  in  which  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  were  raised  and  organized  \  but 
say,  that  "  it  is  but  justice  to  the  Department  to 
state,  that  it  was  not  until  the  officers  that  had 
assisted  in  thus  officering  and  organizing  this 
corps  were  examined  by  the  committee,  that 
they  were  apprized  of  the  illegality  of  the  mea- 
sure." Sorely,  the  Secretary  of  War  most  have 
examined  the  communications  of  Colonel  Hayne 
and  your  respondent,  stating  every  particular 
touching  the  mode  agrieeably  to  which  they  were 
raised  and  organized,  as  also  the  muster-rolls, 
giving  the  grade  and  number  of  the  officers  by 
name ;  all  of  which  were  transmitted,  and  ac- 
knowledged to  have  been  received,  at  an  early 
period,  at  that  office.  He  certainly  could,  not 
nave  compromitted  himself  so  far,  as  to  give  his 
approbation  to  a  measure  before  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  its  nature  and  tendency. 

Troops,  of  the  same  description  of  the  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  were  received  and  employed  by 
the  Qovernment,  on  our  northern  frontier  and 
soQthern  borders  during  the  late  struggle  with 
England,  and  in  the  war  with  the  Creek  nation 
of  Indians.  They  fought  the  battles  of  Talledega, 
Emuckfaw,  the  Horseshoe,  and  New  Orleans, 
and  protected  Mobile  from  British  visitation. 
Volunteers,  similarly  raised  and  organized,  were 
commanded  by  Governors  Shelby,  Harrison,  Ed- 
wards, and  General  Porter,  of  New  York,  dufing 
the  same  period.  The  field  officers  of  the  Georgia 
militia  were  appointed  in  the  same  manner  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Oakmulgee ;  and  one  of  the 
present  Senators  from  Tennessee  actually  ap- 
pointed the  officers  of  his  own  regiment,  which 
he  raised  without  any  authority,  and  which  he 
commanded  on  an  expedition  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians,  in  1812.  Tiie  most  of  these  troops 
were  paid  off  by  the  United  States,  received  the 
approbation  of  the  General  Government,  and  the 
applause  of  the  nation. 

it  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  *^  whole  strength- of  this 
miserable,  undisciplined  banditti  of  deluded  In- 
dians and  fugitive  slaves,  when  combined,  did 
not  exceed  one  thousand  men.  Opposed  to  whom, 
previous  to  General  Jackson's  taking  command, 


and  under  <3eneral  Qaiaaa,  ware  a  force  of  i» 

thousand  eight  hundred  regulars  and  militii.^ 
sides  the  one  thousand  five  handred  frieDdl)fi> 
dians  illegally  subsidized  by  the  last  mentioMd 
General  ^  what,  then,  in  this  case,  becomesof  ik 
plea  of  necessity  1"  It  is  plainly  to  beioferred 
then,  that  this  motley  horde  of  negroes  andb 
dians  were  too  inconsiderable  to  justify  raisi^? 
the  volunteer  force  which  was  employed  ioiv- 
ducing  them  to  a  state  of  submission. 

It  is  well  knowK  to  all  those  aeqoaio ted  iriiii 
the  character  of  Indians,  and  their  pecaJiar  maiit 
of  warfare,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  form 
a  correct  niimate  of  their  aggregate  force^  qbqI 
the  termination  of  the  war.  To  this  case,  Geoenl 
Gaines  had  computed  them  at  two  thousand  eight 
hundred ;  and  Arbuthnot,  who  officiated  as  a  mi^ 
ita^y  chief  of  the  savages,  had  represented  theis, 
in  a  communication  to  the  British  Minister,  Hi* 
Bagot,  to  be  three  thousand  five  hundred  amig. 
This  calculation  was  by  no  means  extraragtot, 
when  it  is  considered  that  from  eight  to  iwelre 
hundred  had  been  concentrated  at  a  single  poiii, 
when  Lieutenant  Scott  and  party  were  attacked, 
and  that  they  were  daily  increasiag  in  nomber. 
Whatever  might  have  been  .their  whole  effeetire 
strength,  at  any  period  of  the  war,  it  conld  hsve 
been  augmented  by  auxiliary  bands  in  Fioridn; 
and  it  was  certainly  the  doty  of  the  commandiof 
General  to  call  oaf  such  additionaJ  force  as  should 
insure  success  in  every  emergency.  Fartbermon, 
the  greatest  portion  of  the  Georgia  miiifia,  then 
in  the  field,  could  be  leUiaed  ia  service  only  (or 
about  three  months.    And  it  was  expected  that 
they  would  apply  for  dischaites  so  soon  as  their 
time  expired.    Your  respoadeni  coasideied  the 
lives  of  our  citizens  as  too  precioas  to  be  lisked, 
in  a  contest  with  Indians,  where  there  was  an 
odds  of  two  to  one,  unless  dire  necessity  de- 
manded the  exposure.    The  conseqoeaee  of  aa 
opposite  policy  was,  that  the  dccisif e  and  rapid 
movement  of  our  overwhelming  Bombers  dis- 
tracted and  dispersed  the  eneipy,  compeUed  tbeai 
to  seek  refuge  in  the  Spanish  fortresses,  woods, 
and  swamps;  and  they  never  were  afforded aa 
opportunity  to  di^lay  their  whole  force  by  con- 
centration.   The  war  was  speedily  and  eftcto- 
lilly  terminated,  and  much  blood  aad  iieasare 
saved  to  the  nation.  .   . 

With  regard  to  the  Indian  and  mUu»  w««» 
under  the  command  of  General  Gaines,  prefioos 
to  the  time  your  respondent  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  he  has  to  remark  that,  bbuis 
few  days  anterior  to  his  arrival  at  Fw^S®**'K"?J 
a  single  Indian  warrior  had  joined  the  s^'^.^f'; 
of  the  United  States ;  nor  had  the  first  t^v\m 
of  Georgia  militia  ever  united  with  ihecoBini«fl 
of  General  Gaines ;  the  latter  had  returned  hon^ 
in  consequence  of  which  it  became  absoiutetj 
necessary,  on  the  part  of  General  09xnt%yiovA^ 
a  second  call  on  the  Governor  oi  that  8'?»V" 
the  double  purpose  of  defending  the  frontier  w" 
occupying  Amelia  Island.  ^ ,«. 

A  few  of  the  friendly  Indians  joined  yo«ff 'J; 
spondent  before  he  reached  Fort  Scott,  and  a  cw 
stderable  number  at  that  place,  making) '«  ^ 
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aggrcftte,  ftboQt  foor  or  five  hmi4rtd.  The  b«l- 
anee  of  tbe  force  onder  his  command  was  aoc, 
at  that  time,  more  than  nine  haadred  effectiTes ; 
and  he  confidently  affirms  that,  when  be  took  up 
the  line  of  march  from  Fort  Qadsden,  on  the  85ch 
of  March,  1816,  bia  whole  command^  fit  for  cJnty. 
conaisted  only  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  privates 
of  tbe  regulars^  about  eight  bandred  Qeorgia  mi- 
litia, and  Major  Lovei's  detachment  of  friendly 
Creek».  Mcintosh  and  his  warriors  were  organ- 
ized at  Fort  Mitchell,  after  the  arrival  of  yonr 
reapondent  at  Fort  Hawkins,  and  never  united 
with,  him  until  tbe  1st  of  April,  about  six  miles 
in  the  rear  of  Mickasuky^  All  these  facts  were 
accessible  to  your  committee,  bad  they  been  dis- 
posed to  examine  tbe  letters  of  your  respondent 
on  file  in  tbe  Department  of  War.  To  this  De- 
partment all  his  communications  were  made; 
and  there  they  should  have  applied  for  correct 
information j  if  it  bad  been  wanted. 

Tbe  next  subject  which  has  exposed  your  re- 
spondent to  bitter  reproach  from  tbe  committee, 
is  the  order  which  wasdirected  to  General  Gbines, 
to  occupy  St.  Augustine.  A  letter  from  Major 
Twiggs  bad  conreved  the  intelligence  that  our 
savage  enemies  had  been  fed  and  furnished  from 
that  grarrisoo  ;  and  it  was  rendered  highly  prob- 
able that,  aided,  abetted,  and  encouraged,  by  tbe 
comnaandant,  tbey  were  recruiting  and  im body- 
ing at  that  place,  with  a  view  of  renewing  hostil- 
ities. A  strone  presumption  was  created,  that 
this,  like  ibe  other  Spanish  posts,  had  become  a 
depot  and  rallying  point  for  negroes  and  Indians, 
to  which  tbey  had  retreated  for  refoge  and  pro- 
tection, after  being  driven  from  Negro  Fort,  St. 
Mark's,  and  Peosacola. 

Tbe  order  ffiven  to  Gkneral  Gbines  was  entire- 
ly conditionaland  prospective  ;  and  bad  the  facts 
reported  been  established,  as  directed,  there  would 
have  existed  tbe  same  incontrovertible  reason  for 
the  oocopaney  of  St.  Augustine  as  of  tbe  Span- 
ish fortresses.  The  orders  of  your  respondent 
had  undergone  no  modification ;  and  the  measure 
would  have  been  indispensably  necessary  to  their 
execution,  as  well  as  to  the  p^ce  and  security  of 
our  frontiers.  Besides,  he  bad  transmitted  to  the 
War  Department  regular  information  of  bis  pro- 
ceedings in  Florida,  with  the  reasons  and  motives 
by  which  he  bad  been  governed,  from  the  85th 
of  March  to  tbe  7th  of  August,  without  a  sen- 
tence of  dissatisfaction  ever  having  been  expressed 
by  the  Government. 

Your  committee  also  report  that,  ^'  lonff  before 
this  period,  the  commanding  General  had,  by  his 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  declared  the  Sem- 
inole war  at  an  end;  and,  after  which,  not  a 
single  new  act  of  hostility  had  been  commit- 
ted." It  is  true,  after  the  defeat  of  tbe  negroes 
and  Indians  at  Mickausky,  the  destruction  of 
Suwanee,  and  tbe  asylum  of  St.  Mark's  bad 
been  wrested  out  of  their  occupation,  thai  your 
reapondent  persuaded  himself  that  tbe  war  was 
enoed.  But  subaequent  information  proved  this 
opinion  to  be  erroneous.  The  letter  of  Governor 
^bb,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  as 
weU  aa  the  deposition  of  Charles  Baron,  details 


swidry  outrages  eommitted  subsequent  to  tbe 
date  of  your  respondent's  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War ;  and  it  is  also  known  that  eior  men  tsere 
murdered  in  the  itUerior,  wbicb  it  is  believed 
was  communicated  by  General  Gaines  to  the  War 
Department.  Tbe  communications  of  General 
Gaines  and  Major  Fanning,  annexed  to  the  re- 
port, also  give  a  very  different  aspect  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  to  which  your  respondent  begs  leave  to 
refer  your  honorable  body. 

In  the  animadversions  upon  the  motives  of 
your  respondent,  he  cannot  withhold  the  opinion 
that  there  has  bee)i  exhibited  an  unusual  share  of 
asperity,  as  also  a  want  of  charity  and  forbearance, 
which  was  not  to  have  been  anticipated  from 
members  of  so  aiwust  and  enlightened  a  body  as 
the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States,  deliberating  upon 
a  subject  which  tbey  have  represented  to  be  of 
great  national  magnitude.  Leaving  tbe  motives 
of  the  committee  on  this  occasion  to  their  own 
private  review  and  examination,  your  respond- 
eat will  barely  observe  that  they  have  imper- 
fectly recognised  the  maxim  that  innocence  is  al- 
ways presumed  until  the  contrary  appears  by 
proof.  Why  they  should  have  inquired  into  th« 
motives  of  your  respondent  at  all  he  is  at  a  loss 
to  determine,  as  it  was  a  matter  entirely  beyond 
their  control  and  jurisdiction.  The  enly  subject 
of  investigation  was  the  legality  of  his  official 
acts,  as  designated  in  the  resolution  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate of  the  18th  of  December. 

Your  respondent  has  no  objection  to  this  course, 
except  as  a  pernicious  precedent,  and  a  violation 
of  authority.  He  has  no  secrets,  and  will  never 
shrink  from  a  rigid  and  impartial  examination 
into  his  official  conduct.  Had  tbe  committee  ad- 
verted to  tbe  order  to  take  possession  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, as  well  as  the  communications  of  your 
reapondent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the 
sutigect  of  his  military  operatiouB,  tbey  must  have 
been  satisfied  that  his  motives  were  to  promote 
the  public  good ;  to  obey  bis  orders,  by  carrying 
on  a  vigorous  and  efficient  war  against  the  sav- 
age enemleaof  the  United  States,  by  which  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  tbe  nation  was  to  be  econ- 
omized ;  to  establish  a  peace  that  would  be  hon- 
orable and  permanent,  and  to  give  repose  and 
aecurity  to  our  exposed  and  defenceless  borders. 

In  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  contradicted  b^  the 
evidence  of  its  own  documen ts.  The  depositions 
of  Colonel  Butler  and  Major  Baton  (a  member 
of  tbe  committee)  conclusively  prove  that  your 
respondent  had  no  ajgency  in  speculating  in  Flor- 
ida lands,  which  itf  in  direct  opposition  to  tbe  in- 
ference drawn' by  your  committee.  No  member 
of  that  committee  can,  for  a  moment,  seriously 
and  candidly  harbor  the  opinion  that  your  res- 
pondent would  lead  a  gallant  armjrinto  tbe  field, 
jeopardize  the  lives  of  valuable  citixens,  risk  the 
ruin  of  health  and  reputatioo,  and  **  violate  the 
Constitution"  of  his  country,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
speculating  with  security  in  Spanish  lands.  The 
'*  motives  of  his  own,  unconnected  with  bis  mili- 
tary functions,"  were,  a  desire  to  ead  speedily  a 
savage  war,  and  to  save  the  Uood  and  treasure  of 
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the  eouDtry  3  juid  n^t,  «8  dMHrged,  to  adTeame' 
hU  health  and  re|patatioD,'afid  the  Uvea  of  biwe 
mca,  in  quast  or  titles  to  Fiorhla  lands.  The 
imputation  is  unwarranted  and  unjnat,  asid  iott 
its  reAitation  in  the  rery  testimony  which  the 
committee  have  jNthliahed.  The  dignity  of  his 
office,  which,  at  every  exposnie,  he  has  sooght 
to  maintain,  never  has  been  prostituted  to  the 
purpoees  of  speculation  in  any  way,  and  it  never 
shall.  Strange,  then,  that  honorable  m;ea  shonM 
make. so  foul  an  accusation  without  proof,  nay, 
without  even  eiccomstaiioes  to  support  it. 

Your  sespottdent  would  he^  leave,  in  thie  place, 
to  remark  upon  the  depositioas  annexed  to  the . 
report.  He  ventures  the  opinion  that  such  docu- 
ments never  before  have  been  published  ""to  the 
world  as  evidence  upon  whaeh  to  predicate  a  re- 
port. Eaton's  and  MitchelPs  are  the  oaly  de- 
positions presented  in  legal  form.  To  those  two 
Ipeatlemen  regular  interrogatories  were  proposed, 
to  which  they  deliberately  responded  aad  aiflixea 
their  signatures,  as  required  by  law;  Doctor 
Bronaugh's  deposition  is  signed,  bat  not  ^iven 
onder  oaih ;  Colonel  Butler's,  Goionel  Gibson's, 
aad  Captain  Oall'8|are  neither  eworn  tonor  signed. 
The  depositions  ot  the  last  four  gentlemen  were 
published  without  their  knowledge,  althoagh  they 
had  received  a  promise  from  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  took  down  the  testimony  .that  it 
ahould  be  copied,  aad  again  submitted  to  them 
for  correction  and  sigaatUM* 

Until  depositions,  are  foUy  >esamined,  aoModed, 
and  sicned  by  the  witneescis,  they  eennec  beoon- 
sidered  food  and  complete  evijwnce.  This  is  a 
role  whieh,  it  is  believed,  is  uniformly  adheaed 
toiaall  iudieial  trihunale;  it  never  shesild  he 
departed  from  on  any  occaaion,  as  it  is  eesentiaily 
necessary  to  an  impartial  administmiion^of  jas- 
tiee.  Svery  opportunity  ahonld  be  givan  .the  wit 
inesses  tomake  a  fair  and  f olldiselocnre  ofthe  faeit ; 
to  oonsider  the  locceAod  efieot  of  their  eapieBsioas, 
as  well  as  the  import  of  every  semeace.  By  an 
opposite  Biecedure^  irfe|Mttable  iojustioe  may  be 
4one>  ana  the  rights  ofa  |Miblie  agent  saafinoed 
by  those  who  should  alSbrd .him  security; and  pro- 
-tectioa. 

There  are  eeveial  minor  painte  touched  upon 
by  tike  committee,  to  which  your  rcs]>ondent  cqo- 
eidefs  it  unnecessary  to  givo  a  particular  reply, 
as  they  are  of  iaeonsiderahle  importance,  ana 
^)oald  not  he  noticed  without  swelling  this  memo- 
rial 10  aa  UBwieldy  siae*  He  flatters  himself  they 
have  been  satisfactorily  answiered  in  the  diecas- 
sion  of  the  other  subjects  out  of  which  they  have 
iacidentaiiy  arisen.  They  will  all,  however,  be 
more  amply  and  minutely  ezplaiocd  by  an'ea- 
aminatioa  of  the  documents  hereiofiBee  commu- 
nicated 10  Congress  relative  to  the  Seminole  war, 
to  others  on  file  in  the  War  Oftce,afid  toahose 
acQompanytng  this  memorial;  to  all  of  whieh 
your  respondent  respectlaUy  refers  your  heaONr* 
able  body. 

To  conclude :  yonr  respondeat  has  devoted  his 
beat  servieea  to  the  ca«Me  of  his  country,  and  to 
the  perpetuation  of  her  liberties.  Her  Coastttu- 
tioo.aad  laws  tie  abjecu  of  his  sincere  vanem- 


ti«n,  aad  eiFcry  anxiety  of  bia  iieart  has  hm 
listed  to  piomote  the  ff lory  wnd  happiaentf 
coontry.  How  ht  heliaa  been  inatnimeatii, 
der  the  -guidaaee  of  ProTtd^oce,  in  afieeting  ik 
desirable  objects,  he  aubmits  to  the  deeisioi 
his  enlightened  fellow^itizeiis.  Btedoes  aotp 
tend  to  he  ezemM  from  the  errors  commoe 
human  natute.  oarroonded  aa  he  was  by  en 
privatiob  and  embarrassment,  to  mII  the  km 
and  bustle  of  war,  it  was  next  to  impossible 
attend  partionlarly  to  OTery  minor  coasidefatk 
But,  aiKm  the  great  errors  ehanred*— a  bmch\ 
his  OBoersyB  dcpartiae  from  the  Gonstitatioo,  n 
a  violation  of  tbe  rights  of  homanity^-he  opeal 
maintains  his  innoeenee,  and  denies  liiat  tl 
charges  are  correctly  made.  He  calls  opoa  il^ 
Senate,  by  the  high  claims  they  prefer  to  Dif 
nanimity,  to  protect  his  reputation  from  tbe  u- 
merited  ceasttre  cast  by  their  cmnmittee.  Bt 
asks  for  justice,  and  nothing  more;  to  extend  1: 
is  due  to  your  respondeat,  to  the  Senate,  sod  to 
the  nation. 

ANDREW  JACK80K, 
Mc^  General  €oim.  Southern  Dix. 


War  Depabtment,  March  24, 1814. 

Sim :  Since  tbe  date  o(  my  last  let^t  it  his 

occurred  to  me  that  the  proposed  treaty  witit  the 

Creeks  shMiiid  taJEe  a  form  aJcogether  miiitaiy, 

and  be  in  tbe  aacore  ofKcapUtdation/  ia  which 

case,  the  whole  authority  of  maJciof  aad  eoooted- 

ing  the  terms  will  be  in  ifou,  eiclosiveiyi  «s  com- 

mandiAg  General,   la  tbit  uansaetiao,  shoaid  it 

uke  ol^ee.  Colonel  Hawkins,  as  ageai,  may  be 

usefully  employed.  , 

I  am,  very  reapectfuByi  &«.    „^^^,^ 

JOHN  ARMBTRONG. 

Maj.  Gen.  PiNOKtiar. 

Traeoopy. 

R.  K.  CALL,  iaWc  cowp. 


Wab  Dbpabtment,  Mojf  24, 1814. 

Sir:  In  the  event  of  your  aee^(ww«of^ 
appointment  siiggested  by  my  tetter  of  the  m 
instant,  I  have  to  suggest  the  wish  n  uuttia' 
dent  that  you  should  proceed,  withoQt<ieUy,ia 
Fort  JacksoOi  andconaummaie  tbeaiT«iigen«i|^ 
committed  toM^orOeneml  Pinokney,  m  reis- 
tion  10  the  hoetile  Creeks.  A  copy  ol  ^«  "; 
sttuctions  given  to  General  Piiwhaey  w  «' 

^*^*       .  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gea.  Ji^Kaoir. 

Troetcbpy.  ^.^.    ^.^ 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid^-ca^' 


Wab,  Department,  Mardi  17, 1814 

The  policy  diota(ed,as  well  by  t^  "^PJT 
and  angratefnl  oonduet  of  the  hostile  Y'^T. 
by  a  doe  regard  to  the  futoresalety  of  ihe  m^ 
western  frontier,  may  be  braaght  under  iA«io> 

lowing  heads,  viz :  .  „^ 

let.  Aftiademhifieation,(forexpenie»iicO'«« 
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>  by  the  Uaited  Statta,  in  proteeodag'the  war,)  by 
I  siioh  oaBUOBjOr  eessieaa  of  land,  as  may  be  detfl»> 
I  ed  an  cfoiyaleot  for  taid  eipaapoB^ 
I  2d.  A  stipiilatioii  oa  their  part  that  tbey  will 
I  cease  att  iateiieoaiBe  with  any  Spaaisb  poet,  gar- 
I  TiBOii,  or  towB ;  aad  that  they  will  not  adaait 
I  among  them  anjr  agent  or  trader  who  doei  aot 
f  derire  bii  aathorky  or  licettae  from  the  United 
I    States^ 

3d.  An  aeknewledgawnt  of  a  right  in  the  Uni« 
ted  States  to  open  roads  through  their  territory ; 
and  aUo  to  eitablieh*  therein  soeh  military  posts 
and  trading  houses  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
and-  proper;  and 

4tfi.  A  surrender  of  the  orophets,  or  other insti* 
gators  of  the  war,  whe  will  be  held  sobjeet  to  the 
ordera  of  the  President, 

With  these  ootlines  as  year  gaide  yon  are 
autboriaed,  in  eonjimetioB  with  Cblond  Haw* 
kins,  to  open  and  eonelade  a  trsaty  of  peace 
with  the  hostile  Creeks,  as  soon  as  thef  shall  ex* 
press  a  desire  to  pat  an  end  to  the  war. 
I  am,  sir,  rery  respeetfuUy,  dke» 

JOHN  ARMS'ntONG* 
Major  General  Pincsiibt* 

True  copy. 

R*  E.  CALL,  Aid'de-camp* 


L  James  Gadsden^  a  eaptain  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  oa  oath  deelare,  that  dnring  the 
\who^  period  in  wbich  the  traasaetions  below 
detailed  took  place,  I  was  an  aid«de*camp  to  tim^ 
jor  Geaeral  Andrew  Jackson,  and  that  thefoUow«' 
ing  Darratire  contains  a  true  statement  of  facts 
to  my  knowle^ga: 

Early  in  January,  1818^  General  Jisekseo  re* 

ceired  orders  from  the  War  Departm«ot  to  re* 

pair  to  Fort  8cott,  assume  the  command  of  the 

army,  and  to  brina  the  confiict  with  the  8e»inoi» 

Indians  to  a  sneedy  termination^    The  Settetary 

of  War  stated  the  enemy's  force  to  be  two  thim*' 

sand  seren  hundred,  or  two  thousand  eight  hmn 

dred  strong^  and  gave  authority  to  the  Geaari^ 

to  call,  from  the  neighboring  States^  eueh  a  ibrne' 

as  would  insure  the  desired  object.    The  regular* 

brigade  under  Gkaeml  Gaines,  did  not^  aeeordtng: 

to  the  last  reports^  exceed  six  hundred  men.    He 

had  called  upon  Georgia  for  not  more  than  one 

thousand  twa-fanndrea  militia;  audit  was  aneer^' 

tain  .at  that  period  whether  tha  friendly  Creek 

warriors  woiild  aceepc  the  inrhation  tendered; 

Some  additional  force  was  therefore  deemed  ae* 

cessary,  and  the  speediest  mode  of  raisivg.it  wus< 

rsubrjeot'of  sdtf  itude  to  Generai  Jackson.   Gor-« 

enor  McMinn,  of  Tennessee,  was  engaged  about 

this  period  in  carry  lag  into  effoet  a  tieaty  with 

the  Cberofaea  nation ;  and  it  was  a  matter  of 

great  uaeertataty  whethes  abetter  would  4ad 

him  at  his  usual  place  of  residence,  near  Knox- 

▼ille,  or  not,    He  was  not  at-  th^*  capital  of  the 

State;  and  his  fiends  in  and  about  NashTille 

went  .geaerally  mider  the  impression  that  he  was 

still  in  the  Cherokee*  natiom    Generai  Jaoksont 

detemined  therefore  to  make  an*  appeal  to.bii 

oM  I  companions  in  arau;  maay  of  whom  •hold 


comnissioiis  in  the  militia  of  the  Slate.  His  oir- 
eular  to  these  men,  and  his  letter  to  the  Gbyernor, 
notifpng  him  of  what  he  had  done,  have  been 
published 

I  was  present  at  tko  meeting  of  field  officers  of 
the  Tolunteersai  Nashrttle^  and  heard  no  remarks 
of  Gkneral  Jackson  calctdated  to  control  or  iniu- 
ence  them  in  the  seleotion  of  their  officers.  The 
only  su^eot  of  aatiety  with  him  appeared  to  be 
that  the  men  should  be  raised  by  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary. He  desired  that  the  number  should  be 
completed;  that  the  men  should  be  satisfied  with 
their  officers  t  that  they  shovld  rendeavoas  at 
FayetteviMe;  be  mustered  intorserrise,  and  orer** 
take  their  Geneial  oa  the  frtmtiers  of  Georgia* 
Coleoel  Hayasj  inspector  general,  was  instructed 
to  command  the  detachment  on  their  march  to 
Fort  Scott.  Ha  reeeiTcd  authoHty  to  appoint  no 
other  ixfficers  than  thoso  attaehed  to  his  petaonal 
staff;  a  prtTilege  enjoyed  aiifce  by  regular  and 
militia  cooamaadeis.  The  Naslivilie  company 
elected  their  ^xwn  officers;  and  the  Kentucky 
company  was  mised  without  even  the  kaowftedgo 
of  General  Jaekson.  Their  own  ieeliags  led- 
tkem  lato  the  field  upon  the ^  mere  kotowiedge  of 
thafaet  that  the  frontier  was  exposed  to  Indian 
aggreasioDa 

I  aoeompaaied  Geaeral  Jaekson  threogh  a  part* 
of  Tennessee,  previous  to  his  departure  South. 
In  every  viltnge  we  passed  through,  much  in* 
terest  was  talDM  in  the  approaehing  campaign ; 
and  the  citizens  were  generally  iaquieitive  sb  to 
the  aature  of  the  appeai  to  their  patriotism.  I 
was  directed  by  General  Jackson  toexplaia  its 
chamcter ;  and,  in  every  instanae,  expressed  but 
one  opiaiott,  aa^rtreil  from  him;  that  bne  tboo^ 
saad  men  were  wanted  to  put  a  speedy  close  to 
the  StarinoW  war;  that,  in  cottsei|uenoe  of  the 
eonfidenea  whieh'  the  General  hsui  in  h»  old 
comrades  in  arms^  aadi  the  facility  with  which' 
volunteers  could  bu  raised,  he  had  made  this  aj^ 
"peai ;  that  they  must  bosa^isfied  with  their  ooaa- 
mandetsf  and  eiect  their  oara  officesa.  On  this 
snbiect  I  found'  maay  individaaiS'  eaeoedkigly 
serapulousi  They  wei«,  assured  that  no  iaten* 
tien/was  eotertained  to  impeso;  eemmaadc  re  oi^ 
them ;  that  this  men  were  wnotedk  aaid  tboOeno- 
ral  was  well aarare. that,  to  beeflwtent,they  must 
be  eanieated  with  their  officers. 

General  Jiackson  left  Nashtville  with  one  com*^ 
paay  of:  Teaneseosansr.  A  eempany  of  Ken** 
tuektans  nvertaek  him.im  theChevekee  Danoa; 
aad  tha  Tenneesae  brigade  had  ardees  to  join. 
bMov  M  ***>*  ^  orgnuBcd,  on  the  frentiets  of 
Qegvgia»  From  Hartford.  Gen.  Jaekeaa  moved^ 
with  the  Georglft  brigadeii  and  was  reinforoed^ 
on  his  march  to  Fort  Scott,  by  about  six  hundrea 
friendly  Oreeks^ 

From  Fort  Gadsden^  where  the  opevaiiens  of 
the  manpaign  may  have  beea  said  to  iiave-oom» 
menced^  the  movement  was  maie  with  a  foroe 
of;  rcgotari^  Gkreians^  and  ladiansj-aot  exeeed* 
ing  twin  thousaaa;men.  The  strengths  of  the  en- 
emy was  not  known,  at  this  time*  to  be  less  than 
that  stated  by  the  Seeretary  of  Warf  two.  thou* 
mod  sevMt  hundred.  A  detaehmamt  of.  Tcooes* 
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sefftDs,  and  Qefiersl  MclDtMh'B  warriors,  over* 
took  the  arm^r  on  ik«  morDiog  of  the  attaek  on 
the  Mickasakf  Tilla^s ;  and  all  the  troops, ealiad 
into  the  service  were  not  finally  concentrated 
until  the  day  after  the  moTement  from  St.  Mark's 
towards  the  towns  on  Sahwannee  rlrer.  The 
actual  force  of  the  enemy  wae  nerer  ascertained, 
until  their  fij^al  dispersion  from  the  Sahwannee 
rirer.  Rumor  often  magnified  their  strength  be- 
yond that  seated  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  demand  of  the  surrender  of  St.  Mark's 
was  made  in  amity.  Qenerai  Jackson  received 
intimaiton  that  the  Indians  and  negroes,  com- 
bined, wished  to  throw  themselves  into  that  work, 
as  a  dernier  retreat;  and  theOovernor  of  Pensa^ 
oola  had  stated  that  the  work  and  garrison  were 
both  too  weak  to  resist  their  meditated  attacks. 
I  waa  intrusted  with  the  communication  to  the 
Spanish  eommandant  of  St.  Mark's,  and  directed 
to  urge  the  propriety  of  an  amieable  permit  for 
the  fort  to  be  ocoupied  by  an  American  garrison, 
until  (he  close  of  the  war,  on  the  ground  that  the 
Seminole  Indians  were  enemies  to  both  nations; 
and  thai  every  facility,  should  be  afforded  the 
American  arms  in  closing  a  war  so  injurious  to 
both  parties.  In  the  course  of  the  negotiation 
facts  disclosed  themselves  developing  the  real 
character  of  the  Spanish  eonunaiMaat,  and,  in  a 
measure,  implicating  him  as  afiarty  in  the  war. 
These  facts  were  reported  to  the  General;  and, 
not  until  then,  was  the  order  issued  for  entering 
the  fort  by  violence.  » 

On  the  return  of  the  army  to  Fort  St.  Mark's, 
from  the  towns  on  the  Sahwannee  river,  Qeneml 
Jaeksoo  expressed  to  me  his  determination  to  re- 
turn to  Nashville,  conceiving* that  the  war  was 
closed.  On  the  next  day  infomaiion  was  given, 
by  the  captain  of  a  small  schooner  from  Pensa- 
cola,  that  hostile  Indians  were  lurking  about  ibait 
town ;  that  they  had  frequently  sought  refuge  10 
the  west  of  the  Appatachicoia  river,  and  were 
committing  depredations  on  the  road  leading 
from  Georgia  to  the  Alabama.  Oa  this  infotma- 
tion  Geaecal  Jackson  observed,  that  it  would  be 
neeesaary  to  leave  strong  garrisons  in  St.  Mark's, 
Forts  Gtedadea,  and  Scott,  and  send  a  party  to 
scout  the  country  west  of  the  Appalachieola :  but 
be  still  expresaed  his  intention  10  return  to  Nash* 
viile.  80  well  persuaded  were  the  officers,. gene-' 
rally,  that  all  operations  were  over,  that  many  of 
them  sought  leave  of  absence.  An  officer  at- 
tached to  General  Jackson's  staff,  as  volunteer 
aid-de-camp,  left  him  at  this  place  for  New  Or* 
leans.  Previous  to  his  departure,  he  was  told  by 
General  Jaekaon  that  his  services  would  no  longer 
be  necessary,  ae  he  was  determined  lo  return  to 
Nashville. 

Lieutenant  Sands  was  not  sent  to  Mobile  to 
forward  on  a  train  of  artillery  to  a  given  point. 
This  officer  had  commanded  for  many  years  in 
Mobile;  and,  being  attached  to  the  place,  ex- 
pressed a  wisii  to  visit  it.  with  a  view  of  being 
reinstated  in  the  command,  if  possible.  His  re- 
quest was  granted,  and  he  received  an  order,  at 
the  same  time,  to  liave  a  few  pieces  of  ordnance 
in  a  conditioB  for  field  service*    Colonel  Gibson 


received  instmctione,  subsequently,  from  Fort 
Gkdaden,  to  have  the  artillery,  ammunition,  pro- 
visions, dbc.,  transported  to  Fort  Montgomery. 

On  the  return  of  the  army  to  Fort  Gadsden, 
General  Jackson  received  a  reply  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensaeola,  to  his  letter  relative  to  pro- 
visions ascending  the  Bseambia  river.  At  the 
same  time  letters  were  received  by  individuals, 
and  further  information  from  the  captain  of 
the  schoooer,  that  Penaacola  was  undier  the 
control  of  ti^e  Indians;  that  more  than  four 
hundred  warriors  were  in  the  vicinity,  preparing 
for  the  renewal  of  hostilities  on  the  Alabama 
frontier.  Major  Hogan,  who  had  recently  arrived 
from  Fort  Montgomery,  reported  some  murders 
lately  committed  by  Indians  direct  from  Pensa- 
cola,  and  who  had  returned  with  their  plunder 
and  scalps  to  that  place.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
infbrdiation,  General  Jackson  observed  to  me  that 
he  most  himself  command  the  troops  destined  to 
scour  the  conntrjr  west  of  the  Appalachieola.  He 
did  not  at  that  tiiAe  intimate  aa  intention  of  oc- 
cupying Pensacola.  To  give  security  to  the  fron- 
tiecs  of  Alabama  was  his  object;  and  that  his 
operations  must  be  governed  by  circumstances 
which  might  occur. 

Oo  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  March,  an  express 
was  sent  to  Colonel  Gibson,  at  Fort  Montgome- 
ry, to  endeavor  to  join  the  army  with  the  artillery 
and  provisions,  at  or  near  Durand's  Bluff,  the 
lower  crossing  place  on  the  Bseambia. 

At  this  place  a  letter  was  received,  by  express, 
from  Governor  Bibb,  detailing  the  murders  which 
had  been  committed  by  hostile  chiefs  from  Pen- 
sacola; at|d  the  next  day  after  the  army  had 
crosned  the  Bseambia,  the  protest  of  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  was  received.    The  bearer  was  des- 
patched with  a  note,  promising  a  reply  to  the 
m'otest  that  night.    The  same  day  I  was  sent  to 
Pensacola  with  a  reply.    The  Governor  had  left 
his  ci^tal.    The  next  day  the  communication 
demanding  the  occupancy  of  Pensacola  and  its 
dependencies,  until  Spain  should  control,  by  an 
adequate  military  force,  the  Indiaiis  withia  Fiori* 
da,  was  delivered  to  the  Governor  at  the  Baran- 
eas;  and  on  his  refusal  to  accede  to  the  terms  of 
that  communication,  the  army  took  up  its  line  of 
march  for  that  place.    The  result  is  known. 

The  plan  of  St.  Augustine  was  aeni  to  Gteneral 
Jaeksoo  at  my  retquest,  and  is  now  in  dtj  posses- 
sion. As  an  engineer  attached  to  the  Seminole 
army,  it  was  mj  duty  to  be  prepared  for  aay 
events,  by  obtaining  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
country  which  might  be  the  scene  of  operations. 
I  did  not  request  the  plan  of  the  proprietor,  from 
any  intimation  from  General  Jackson  thet  he  in- 
tenided  or  wished  to  visit  that  fortress. 

JAMBS  GADSDBN. 

True  copy :       R.  K.  CALL,  Aul-cie*caiiip. 

Statu  of  Louisiana, 

City  find  Parish  of  New  Orleans: 

Be  it  known  that,  on  this  30th  day  of  June) 
1819,  before  me.  John  Lynd,  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  city. ana  parish,  duly  commissioned,  per- 
sonally appeared  James  Gadsden,  who  in  my  pre- 
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sence  sigo«d  his  Dame  to  the  foregoiog  iesiruaieot 
of  vrriting,  and,  haTingbeen  duly  sworo,  deposed 
that  the  coDtents  thereof  are  trae  and  correet. 
Iq  faith  whereof  I  grant  these  presents,  under  my 
siffoature  and  seal  of  office. 

JOHN  LYND,  Notary  Public. 

■  ■ 

Mr.  Sebastiano  Caro,  a  citizen  of  Pensacohi, 
being  sworn^  states  that,  being  in  Mobile  during 
the  early  part  of  the  Seminole  campai^,he  knew 
nothing  or  the  Indians  being  at  that  time  in  Pen- 
sacola;  that  in  the  Spring  of  1814,  about  two 
hundred  Indians  were  in  Pensaeola,  and  it  was 

feneraily  understood  by  the  citizens,  and  believed 
y  them,  that  those  Indians  procured  ammuni- 
tion and  provisions  from  the  paUie  stores,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  depredations  on 
the  AmericaD  frontier;  and  that  this  proceeding 
was  much  commented  on  by  the  citizens,  and 
generally  condemned.  Mr.  Uaro  did. not  himself 
see  ammunition  and  provisions  issued  to  the  In* 
dians ;  but  it  was  a  thing  of  public  notoriety. 

SEBASTIAN  CARO. 
A  true  copy: 

R.  K.  CALL.  Aid-de-camp, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Pensa- 
eola, September  7,  1818. 

H.  YOUNG,  Copt.  7hp.  Eng. 

Jose  S.  Caro,  a  citizen  of  Pensaeola,  being 
sworn  j  states  that,  early  in  the  present  year,  1818, 
a  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  in  Pensaeola,  their 
numbers  not  known,  but  probably  fifty ;  that,  on 
hearing  of  the  approaoh  of  the  American  army 
under  General  Jacison,  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
eola furnished  those  Indians  with  proTisions  and 
ammunition,  and  sent  them  in  public  boats  across 
the  bay.  The  deponent  saw  the  rations  issued, 
and  the  party  embarked.  The  deponent  further 
states,  that,  subsequent  to  this,  he  saw  three  par- 
ties of  hostile  Indians  furnished  with  provisions, 
the  ostensible  object  of  which  was,  to  enable 
those  Indians  to  march  to  the  interior,  and  give 
themselves  up;  but  it  was  generally  believed,  thai 
those'  Indians  had  no  such  intention.  The  depo- 
nent saw  those  Indians  set  out,  and  states  that 
they  had  their  arms. 

JOSEPH  BSTEEVEN  CARa 
A  true  copy : 

R.  K»  CALL,  AvoL'dit''C(i$if/p» 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Pensa« 
cola,  September  10, 1818. 

H.  YOUNG,  ChpU  Top.  Eng. 


Gbatles  Baron,  a  resident .  of  Pensaeola.  being 
sworn,  states  that,  afajout  the  latter  end  ot  April 
or  beginning  of  MaJjr,  1818,  a  party  of  Indians, 
amoQBting  to  near  one  hundred,  were  in  Pensa- 
eola, with  a  quantity  of  plunder,  which,  it. was 
geoerally  believed,  was  taken  at  the  time  Stokes's 
family  were  murdered  on  the  Escambia.  The 
Indians  sold  this  plunder,  openly,  to  the  inhabi* 
tSDts  of  Pensaeola;  and  the  deponent  could  not 
learn  that  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Pensaeola 


made  any  inquiries  respecting  it.  The  deponent 
further  states,  that,  at  several  times  in  the  pres- 
ent year,  1818,  he  saw  parties  of  Indians  fur- 
nished with  provisions  and  ammunition,  from 
the  BLiog's  stores;  but  he  does  not  recollect  the 
dates  of  these  transactions. 

The  deponent  further  states,  that  he  has  fre* 
<^uently  heard  Spanish  officers  at  Pensaeola  jus- 
tify the  conduct  of  the  lodiana  towards  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  manifesting,  in  their  eonversatioUi  a 
decided  hostility  towards  the  Americans. 

CARLOS  BARON. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  E«  CALL,  Aid-de-camp, 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Pensaeola,  September  13. 
1818.  . 

H.  YOUNG,  Capt.  Top.  Eng. 


.  Pierre  Senac,  being  soieouily  sworn,  deelaset 
as  follows: .That  he  has  resided  in  the  town  of 
Pensaeola  constantly  since  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber last  past;  that,  siaee  that  timc^  and  until  the 
arrival  of  Major  Young  near  this  town,  there 
w^re  always  consideranle  numbers  of  hostile 
Indians  in  or  near  the  town ;  that,  on  many  ooea* 
siens  within  that  period,  he  has  seen  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  Indiana  here ; 
that  their  forces  were  regularly  provisioned  from 
the  King's  store  here;  that  ne  has  ^een  large 
quantities  of  sheet  lead  in  possession  of  the  In- 
dians, and  considers  it  as  greatly  resembling  the 
lend  aprons  of  cannon;  that  the  Government 
must  have  fbrnished  the  lead  in  question,  as  there 
were  no  other  means  here  of  getiing  such  lead ; 
and  that  the  said  lead  was  run  off  into  balls, 
which  the  deponent  saw. 

That  on  the  day  that  Major  Young  attacked  a 
party  of  Indians  near  this  town,  there  was  then 
tn  town  a  considerable  number  more,  who  were 
set  across  the  b^y,in  bonts  provided  for  that  por^ 
pose,  by  the  Spanish  Governor. 

Deponent  further  states,  that,  about  the  let  of 
March  last  past,  three  considerable  parties  of  hos- 
tile Indians,  one  party  under  the  commnnd  of 
Leon  Lesaaaier,  another  under  the  command  of 
Arnaud  Gilmar,  (both  lieiiteoanto  in  His  Catho- 
lic Maiest)r's  service^)  and  the  third  comoMnded 
by  an  Indmn  ehief,  retired  out  of  this  town,  and 
went  down  towards  the  neighborhood  of  Baran* 
cas,  where  provisions  and  ammunition  were  reg» 
uli^rly  supplied  to  them  by  the  Spanish  Govern-^ 
meat;  that  the  said  Indians  were  armed  with 

Suns,  which  they  had  received  from  the  Bagllsh 
uring  the  hue  war ;  and  that  they  remained  en- 
camped  within  from  one  to  three  leagoea  from 
Barancas  for  the  space  of  nearly  a  month ;  that 
these  Indians,  besides  being  armed  with  gans, 
had  also  tomahawks,  which  deponent  understood 
and  believes  were  tornished  by  John  Inerarit]r ; 
and  that,  when  the  Government  caused  the  said 
parties  to  be  thus  assembled  and  equipped,  they 
were  collected  at  Barancas,  for  the  purpose,  as 
deponent  conceives,  to  elude  the  vigilance  of 
such  individuals  in  Pensaeola  as  would  not  con- 
cur in  such  measures.  i 
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Depoo«Dt  further  states,  that,  shiee  the  said 
month  of  November  last  past,  be  nas  seen  brought 
in  here,  by  the  Indians,  a  quantity  of  cottonade 
and  women's  elotbinfl^,  brought,  or  said  to  h^ve 
been  brought,  from  tne  American  frontier ;  that 
these  thinffs  were  publicly  sold  in  this  town,  not- 
withstanding it  was  notoriously  known  here  that 
those  articles  and  property  had  just  been  taken 
fVom  those  whom  the  Indians  had  killed  on  the 
American  frontier. 

PEDRO  SBNAC. 

'Attest :     J.  B.  ROBINSON,  Interpreter. 

Penbacola. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  19tb 
day  of  September,  1818. 

M.  McKINSBY,  Sen.,  7.  P. 


I,  Isaac  McEeever,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  on  oath  declare,  that  thafoK 
l6wing  narraiion  eontaina  a  true  statement  of 
fiwtsy  10  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I  commanded 
tha  naval  foncewfaieii  convoyed  the  store^ihiM, 
tf anaponi,  &c.,  from  New  Orleana  to  Fort  Qada- 
^A,  and  from  thenee  to  the  bay  of  St.  Mark^ 
daving  the  Seminole  war.  I  arrived  in  the  said 
bay  on  the  let  of  April,  1818,  with  British  colors 
flying  at  my  maataead;  on  the  next  day  I  was 
visiivd  by  a  Spanish  lievteoant,  the  second  iti 
command  at  Fort  St.  Mark's,  The  lieotcnant 
waa  inqntsitive  as  to  the  oharaetar  of  my  veswis 
and  the  nature  of  my  visit,  and  wished  to  know 
whether  I-  had  any  authority  from  the  Captain 
General  of  Cuba  for  entering  the  territories  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  In  r^y,  I  adied  him  if 
he  bad  seen  my  colors  on  entering  the  bay  of  St. 
Mark's,  and  intimated  thai  the  natureof  my  visit 
oonld  not  be  satisfactorily  explained  until  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Woodbine,  at  the  same  time 
intimating  that  it  was  of  an  illicit  eharaeter,  and 
that  siscoor,  aid^  dbc,  to  Hillie  Hajo  and  his  war- 
riors, in  their  present  distress,  waa  intended.  At 
the  mestiott  of  this  be  expressed  much  satisfac- 
tion, staled  that  Captain  Woodbine  and  the  Spait- 
i«h  eommandant oiSt. Mark's  were  good  friends^ 
ankL  voluntarily  gave  me  every  informatioa  as  to 
the  movements  of  Gentral  Jackson's  force,  and 
bisiatrengfth ;  thesitnation  of  the  hostile  Indians 
he  detailed  at  length,  and  stated  what  rejoicing 
the:rceieption  of  thie  U>ng  promiaed  and  expected 
sooQor  wonld  aeoasion.  fie  stated  that  Hillis 
Harjoand  the  Spanish  eommandant  were  on  in* 
timmo  terms }  that  the  former  was  then  in  the 
vieiUtyj  aaid  had  lately  been  at  the  fort  of  St. 
Mark's,  when  he  hiMi  urged,  with  menaces,  the 
oaannandftnt  to  send  on  board  to  ascertain  to  de- 
monatrationthe  diaracter  of  the  strangers ;  and, 
hartng  aatisfied  himself;  he  would  seenillis  Hajo 
thM:  evening,  after  which  we  mighb  expect  a 
visit  frook  the  latter,  who  accordinaly  came  on 
bond  the  following  morning.  He  likemse  in- 
fotmed  me  that  Arhathnot,a  friend  to  the  hostile 
Indians,  and  an  acquaimance  of  Woodbine's,  was 
in  Fort  St.  Mark's.  On  my  expressing  to  him 
soma  apprehension  of  being  broekadM  by  an 
American  squadron  reported  to  be  on  the  coast. 


or  of  my  retreat  being^  cot  off  by  Jaokaavi,  he  rc^ 
plied,  that  tho  latter  was  impasaible;  ihmt  Jack- 
son had  hot  Ave  pleees  of  nitillery,  and  tho  i» 
practicability  of  the  swamp  wonld  prewent  kii 
assuming  any  position  below  me;  but  that  I  neal 
apprehead  no  danger  from  any  quarter  ;  that  ss 
allies,  by  anchoring  tinder  the  guns  of  the  fort, 
protection- would  be  afforded  me. 

About  this  time  we  were  informed  by  the 
Spanish  officers  and  Indians  who  came  on  board. 
that,  on  our  arrival  within  the  bay,  the  Indian 
camp  demonstrated  much  joy  at  the  approach  of 
their  expected  suppliee  of  munitions,  dtc. 

L  McKEEVER. 

New  Gbuaub,  June  5, 1819. 

Sworn  this  5tb  June,  1819. 

DOM.  A^  HALLi, 
DiBt.  Judge  U.  8.  Lvmmma,  DiMi. 


^am^m^t 


The  following  etatement  is  made  by  request: 

About  the  1st  of  May,  1818, 1  was  seat  by  the 
offioer  commanding  at  New  Oirleans  in  charge  of 
a  public  transport  schooner,  with  provisions  for 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Crawford,  with  orders  to 
touch  at  Pensacola.  and  obtain  permission  of  the 
Governor  of  that  place  to  ascend  the  bay  of  Pen- 
sacolaand  the  Escambianriver,  through  the  Span- 
ish territory,  to-  my  destination.     I  arrived  at 
Pensacola  on  the  16tbr  at  May,  and  immediately 
reported  the  schooner,  her  carg^o,  and  destination, 
to  the  Qovemor;  notifying  htm,  at  theaamo  cime, 
of  my  wish  to  pioeeed  without  detey.     On  the 
18th  the  Qovernor  inCoimed  mo  thM  ha  was  not 
authorized  to  let  the  proviuons  ptooeed  without 
the  payment  of  a  transit  duty  «i  two  pet  cent.) 
and  required  an  invoice  of  the  cargo  to  ha  ren- 
dered at  tho  onstom-house,  in  order  thai  an  esti- 
mate might  be  made  of  the  duties  imposed.    I 
remonstmted  with  him  against  the  payment  of 
duties  on  public  supplies,  on  board  a- public  ves* 
sel,  and  designed  for  public  service;  and  urged  a 
free  passage  as  an  act  of  friendship  only,  which 
neighboring  natioas  at  peace  were  bound,  in  com- 
mon jostice,  to  extend  to  aaehother--aU  without 
avail.    Fort  Cmwford  being  then  short  of  pro- 
visions, I  waa  foraed  by  neeeasity  to  aoe^  the 
passage  on  the  terms  offered ;  and,  accofdtagly, 
entered  the  eaigo  at  the  ciistom^tMse,  and  paid 
the  duties  required  into  the  royal  treasury. 

I  in^ired  of  the  Govemor  whether  transports, 
charged  with  public  supplies,  and  destined  for 
Fbrt  Crawford,  would  thereafter  be  suffered  to 
pass  Ponsacola  free  of  the  dhties  imposed  in  the 
present  instance  \  and  was  informed  that  a  cate- 
gorical answer  could  not  then  be  given  to  the  in- 
qoiry,  as  the  Cajf tain  Gtneml  of  Cnbn  had  not 

Set  given  a  deetswn  on  that  point,  and  whatever 
e  might  resolve  would  be  oommnnicated. 
Wh^  the  transport  caatie  to  anchor  in  the  port 
of  Pensaeola,  I  distt  netly  discovered  aeveml  groups 
(^  ladiatis  on  the  wntev%  edge;  and,  aimie  of 
the  jmpotenoy  of  the  Spanish  aathority,  1  waa 
apprehensive  I  should  not  be  pernaitted  to  lead  in 
safety.  Before  I  was  ready  to  leave  the  vesaeL 
however,  the  Governor's  aid  came  on  board,  and 
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mostly  ^iMppamd.  i-«Mft  vfmwmdtv  informed 
t^tki^at  'tbe.imia;  iho  tuaospun  rfotiB^  lo  anchor, 
there  «eff«.iupnilird«  of  a  hgadned  iaitli«  lown, 
who  iJHaedMelvMttfed  u»  ihe^g^i§^koiiuig  woo^s 
by  order  jof  4he  w«en»or.  .  I  w^alvRiher  iofarjn* 
ed,  bjr.  a  r«»ptoiabW  aitizeit  of  P^aaMolai  ibat^  a 
few  days  pucoediHj^- my-  arrirai  a  oqaeidaraSle 
nimker.ef  iadmas^  who  bad  takea-f^uo^  io  that 
pUee,  had' b^ea  trwiapot led,  sby  th9  Govf  rnor's 
authority,  to  St.  Rose  island,  on  the  oppq^ite  si^e 
of  the  bay* 

The  umle<aigii«d  eeftifies,  ii|K>q  honor,  u>  tbe 
dirrestoess  dlf  tbe  ^nbsWDee  of  tbe  fore^ag 
atAtement.  7.  CROSS,  Gapt»  U.^A. 

WABBiN«ro^  CirV)  Fab.  1^  IMa 


,Adft  Gen'^  Qfice,  Fort /St,  mrie$^     . 

O&NCtlAL  ORDER. 

The  following  detliil  wtif  oosapose  avpeeial 
court,  to  cooTene  at  ;Lbis  post,  at  the  boiur  of  12 
oH4^i0k|}M.,.'for;ibe.pprpo90  of  investigating  the 
charges  exhibited  against  A.  Arbutbnot,  Robert 
Christy  Ambrister,  and  such  others  who  aresim- 
nJartir ,eit«aeed,ita.miif  ^be.bxapght  bafare  it.  ^Ti^e 
aoArlxwiii  Jr£|pord>aU  t^dpAQoaenltfAnii^i^pny 
in  tbeseyeral  cases,.' and, 4iuir  afnnioii.aaiha«the 
.fruilt  oc  innocence  of  i he  prisoner.aQd  whai^on* 
4shment,  if  aoy^  should,  be  Mflicted* 


I  was  QrUacterm aster  General  of  tlve  southern 
diwsion  lon  the  Seminole  campaign.  At  Fort 
Gbdsden  I  receiTed  orders  to  proceed  to  Mobile 
and  Fprt  Montgomery,  for  the  purpose  of  for* 
wardixuc  supplies  to  the  army,  ^tben  oo  its  march 
wesL  From' Mobile  I  sent: the  schaoner  Littje 
SaJUy^  Captain  pAsteS|  loaded  with  provisionsi'to 
the  rerdido  tirer,  witb  instructions  to  remain 
there  until  the  approach  of  the  army,  or  until 
further  orders.  Two  days  after,  we^  arrived  at 
tbe  Baiaucas,  Captain  /Pastes  joined^  aod  in*> 
focmitiua,  ihfii  bts  vessel  had.  been  lakeabyA  . 
Spaniab  lauaoh  near  the  mouth  of  Perdido,  and 
bi;04M;bt  uqder  ihe  .ffuqs  of  the  Fort  Baraocaa, 
and  diptaiaed  severaldays.  This  .was  confirmed 
bf  aeyeral  Spaniab  officers  after  we;  took  posses^ 
sion  of  the  fort. 

1  certify,  on  my  boi^or,  to  the  truth  of  tbe 
4ibove  stauoient.  Q.  GIBSON, 

Lait  (J*  M.  G,  o/Sauiheni  DimUm, 


mmt 


Navy  DtPJLWBMnty  WarehTl^  1816. 

Sir:  In  the  present  state  of 'hostUitie»  between 
the  Indians  and  the  United  States,  your  mid  and 
co-operation  may  be  required  by  the  Gefteral 
coiumandiog  th'e  United  States  mrtiky  in  the 
South }.  you  Will  therefore^  afbrd'ali  the  aid  and 
support  in  your  power;  and  keep  «p  a  6^re»poad- 
ence  foc  this  purpose. 

Despatch  immediately  two^  'gunboats  and  (wo 
of  the  smaller  vessels  to-Mdbileatid  ti^'tbeAp- 
palachicola,  to  protect  the^dnyoy^  of  ^^uppnes, 
and  to  remove  any  obstructions  to  a- free  com- 
mnnlcaxipn'  between  the  fbrts  and  forces  of  the 
Voited  States.  It  will  be  your  duty  also  to  adopt 
such  further  me&gures  as  tbe  ^Irctimstances  of 
the  case  or  the  development  of  events  may  render 
necessary. 

'  B.  W.  CROWWmSmELD. 

p.  S.-— Commandant  J.  D.  Henley  is  also  or- 
dered to  send  one  of  the  small  vessels  of  bis 
squadron  to  tbe  Appalachicola,  wbicb  vessel  will 
jb9  subject  to  your  order. 
Com.  O.T.  Pattersoii, 

Corn,  Naval  Statioru  M  O. 
.  A  ^r^e  copy :      R.  K.  CALI^  JUd-ic-famp* 
15th  Con.  2d  Ssss. — 74 


orrAiL. 

Miyor  Oentral  fi.  P*  Q^in^^yPn^^d^.  , 
•  MtaMtrth 
Colonel  =Htttg,>4rhinfen  try. 

Lieut  Colon«i'dibt4ln4  Teonaasee  roliiiiteef». 

Meiof  MoQigomfery^  7th  inftinfry. 

"Omnel  Dyer^^Tenaestfee  ft)Iuateer8. 

liievt  Coloael'BUiott;  tVennassea  voluataMV. 
HiijorMtttMn,  OeoTgia  milftia.  ' 

Colonel  Witltamsott,  7enae8se#TbHiD«Mrii. 

'Major  Mtriil^nbqrg,  4lh  iafaairy. 
•GapUitt  Vailioti,/rib  MiAmiry.  i 

-Iiieotenani-Cotoaefr  Liadaay,  euvpa  df  arHtkMY* 
'  Major  Fa«atiig,'oofp«  of  artiltory. 
-C^ptatQ,  CrXtenilea^  Keatueky  voluuteers.    ' 

Lieutenant  J/M^^teasell, 4th  inf.,  Atomtef*: 

An  orderly  will  be  detailed  from  Genl  Gaine>'s 
brigade,  and  the  court  will  sit  without  regard  to 
bourn. 
By  order  of  Major  General-Jackson : 

ROBERT  BUTLBR, 

Adfutant' Gen^qi. 
A  true  copy : 

.  B,  JL  CALI4,  Aid,(b^i^flf^. 


i^/tmf*i»^ 


Wab  J)£p4Rxiibnt|  Oct.  2, 18il6. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  —  ultimo, 
with  its  encio8ures,-4a9a-been  received,  and  sub* 
iQitted  to  the  Presidentpiis  well.af  ^y  letter  of 
ch^  27tb^^ulUfno  to  you. 

.Sihce  the  date  of  that  letter  luforoaatiotjt,  has 
been  received  directly  From  Spain,  whicfl  gives 
additipnal  foree  to^he  {mpreestons^nterialneu'ln 
relatiou4oColoQe(  Jesup'seommunicatioiid.  ^T^% 
improbability  of  the  hifbrpiation  given' by  tfiat 
^Ultet  will  not.  in  tlie  dpiaton  of  thePittofdrat, 
justify  any  arrangement  wbicb  is  eaicttli^«ti''to 
produce  imblic  excitement.  ^ 

A  judicious  dispoaitlon  6f  the  force  uoderyiMir 
command,  with  a  view  to  meet  an  event  (i(..t1nit 
nature,  fo  alt  that  is  oonsidofed  neceasaryai  the 
present  moment,  ooem  (he'traosportaiion  oftie 
arms  and  munitions  or  war  to  the  menaced  adfut 
of  attaclr,.  which  such  a  i^easure  renders  mdls- 
pensable. 

These  disposnions  you  will  carry  into  execu* 
tion  agi^i^bjy'  to  the,  iiMiiyaoilqtpftiaffviajiiQd  in 
tfiyleitei;  of  the  ^7^>  jiliyno)  with  4|icb  p^i||ifica<' 
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tions  as  the  actual  state  of  the  pmts^  mud  a  true 
regard  to  the  public  iuterest  may  require. 
I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  dc^e. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

A.  Jackson,  Mafor  Oen.,  ^c 

A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

R.  L  BASTER,  A.  D.  C. 


HEADa'BS,  Division  of  the  South, 
NcuhvUU^  January  20, 18ia 

.  Sin  :  I  hare  raceired  your  letter  of  the  18th 
nltimoi,  and  have  to  regret  the  situation  in  which 

£ou  are  unfortunately  placed.  Every  effort  will 
a  made,  however,  to  relieve  you.  I  shall  leave 
this  place  for  Fort  Hawkins  on  the  22d,  and  two 
r^inaenta  of  mounted  volunteers  will  rendezvous 
at  Fayetteville.  Tennessee  on  the  31at  instant, 
and  proceed,  t»y  torced  marches,  direct  to  our  south- 
ern frontier. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Georgia  militia 
has  instructions  this  day  not  to  invite  a  aeneral 
engasement  with  the  Indians,  but  at  all  hazards 
to  aid  you  in  rjelieving  Major  Muhlenburg. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj.  Gen,  Cam^g  Div.  of  the  South. 

Col  Arnitoklb,  OimV  at  F&rt  Scott.  • 
True  copy :        R.  K. CALL,  Aid-decamp. 


Extract  rf  a  Utter  from  WiUiam  H.  Crawford,  Soc- 
ftiarvof  War,  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jaekoon, 
dated  Vtth  Septemher,  1816. 

The  destruction  of  the  Negro  fort,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Appalachicola  and  Flint  rivers,  may 
have  removed  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  so  large 
a  force  in  that  quarter.  It  must,  however,  bead* 
mitted,  that  every  means  of  exciting  those  Indians 
to  hostility  will  be  retorted  to  in  the  event  of  a 
Spanish  war.  But  even  in  that  event,  it  isqaes- 
tiooaUe  whether  we  should  keep  so  larga  a  por- 
tion of  our  active  force  pent  up  in  a  fort,  aotiag 
on  the  defensive,  when,  in  fact,  there  is  nothing 
worth  defending.  The  militia  of  Georgia  would 
be  competent  to  the  chastisement  of  the  hnatile 
Indiaas  in  that  quarter.  If  the  danger  becomes 
more  threatening,  all  the  posts  in  the  interior  of 
the  Indian  country  may  be  occupied  by  the  mili- 
.tia  of  that  Stale  and  Tennessee,  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  asssemb^ge.of  the  whole  regular  force  at  the 
point  immediately  menaced*  lonr  knowledge 
of  the  situation  of  the  posts  withini  your  com* 
mand,  will  enable  you  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  to  secure  the  object  presented  in  this 
communication. 

In  withdrawing  forces  from  posts  now  occu- 
pied|  you  will  keep  in  view  the  preservation  of 
the  military  stores  which  may  have  been  depos- 
ited in  them,  which  can  only  be  done  by  trans- 
porting them  with  the  troom,  or  by  leaving  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  lor  their  protection, 
until  the  post  can  to  manned  by  the  militia,  or 
troops  brought  from  the  northern  division. 

True  copy :        R.  K.  CALL,  Aid^-camp. 


Bmtraei  of  a  ieker  from  Mafor  Gomemi  _  _. 
Bromt  Mqfor  Gmeral  Gsmim,  dmied 

HNaoa'RS,  Nashvilln,  Aug-.  17.  1818. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  am  happr  to  iad  that  die  iiois- 
rious  Mecedieoiy  is  at  length  destroyed.  Th« 
distressesofth^  Indians  for  provisions  I  ezpeetei 
Your  provkKnr  for  their  wants  me«ts  oay  entire 
approbation.  It  will  meet  the  fnli  ap|»robmuoa 
or  the  Government,  as  it  eorresponds  writk  tbetr 
usual  humanity,  always  extended  to  the  safferinf 
Indian. 

I  have  noted  with  attention  Major  Twiggs's 
letter,  mtrked  No.  6.    I  contemplated  that  the 
agents  of  Spain,  or  the  officen  of  Port  St.  Au- 
eustine,  woeld  excite  the  Indians  to  hostility,  end 
furnish  them  with  the  means.    It  will  be  neees- 
sarv  to  obtain  evidence  substantiating  this  fact, 
and  that  the  hostile  Indians  have  been  fed  ana 
furnished  from  the  garrison  of  the  fort  of  Sl 
Aiigustine.  This  being  obtained,  should  yoa  deem 
your  force  sufficient,  yon  will  proceed  to,  take^ 
and  garrison,  with  American  troops,  Fort  St. 
Augustine,  and  hold  the  garrison  prisoners,  until 
you  hear  from  the  Presidentof  the  iJnited  States, 
or  transport  them  to  Cuba,  as  in  your  judgment, 
under  existing  circumstance5,  yon  may   think 
best. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  proceedings 
heretofore  carried  on  by  me,  or  this  order,  is  not 
on  the  ground  tbst  we  ure  at  war  with  Snain  ;  it 
is  on  the  ground  of  self  defence,  boctomeo  oo  the 
broad  basis  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  motions, 
and  justified  by  giving  peace  and  security  to  our 
frontier.    Hence  the  necessiiy  of  procurine  eri- 
dence  of  the  fact  of  the  agents  oi  officers  of  Spaia 
having  excited  the  Indians  to  conilnue  the  wet 
against  us,  and  that  they  have  fniuished  ^em 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  wmr.    This 
evidence  being  obtained,  you  will  (if  year  force 
Is  sufficient;  permit  eoihiog  to  prevent  you  from 
redusing  fort  St.  Aegustinei  except  a  positive 
jorder  from  the  War  Department 

Orders,  some  time  since,  have  been  SJ^eB  to 
officers  of  the  ordnance  commanding  at  Charles- 
ton, to  hav^  in  readioessa  complete  battering  train, 
the  number  and  caliber  of  the  guns  jpointed  out; 
I  have  AO  doubt  but  that  you  will  and  them  in 
readiness.  I  enclose  you  the  report  of  CapUin 
Hepiley,  of  the  navel  force  on  that  sutioui  yon 
wiU  open  a  correspondence  with  Commandant 
A*  J.  Dallasi  to  insure  his  co-operation,  provided 
it  should  .be  required^ 

I  trust,  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have 
destroyed  the  settlement  collected  at  Suwsnee. 
This  can  easilv  be  done  by  a  cott;>-<<e-matfi.  pro- 
vided secrecy  be  observed,  and  great  expeditios 
of  march  used ;  without  expedition  of  movement, 
and  great  secrety  is  observed^  you  will  he  dis- 
covered, and  tlie  enemy  will  either  flee  or  eodet- 
vor  to  ambuscsde  fou ;  both  of  which  ought  to 
be  ffuarded  against. 

Have  a  careful  eye  to  your  supplies  on  hand^ 
that  before  they  are  consumed  .others  may  be 
ordered,  and  reach  you:  without  necessary  sop- 
plies  an  army  cannot  operate  with  effect.  The 
late  scarcity  ought  to  teach  us  a  lesson  on  ihii 
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iMad  uitret  to  be  forgoUen  j  I  bIiaU,  therefore,  ex* 
peel  that  no  scarcity  will  exist  at  any  place,  post, 
or  carrisoD  iDtrusted  to  your  care. 

r shall  expect  to  hear  from  yoa  shortly,  aod 
that  yoQ  aad  your  brigade  may  be  saccessful  io 
all  your  operations^  aod  coTer  itself  with  glory. 
Is  my  heartfelt  wish ;  and,  with  this  feeling,  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  cofMnanOing, 
fireret  Major  Gen.  Gaimss. 
True  copy :         R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-de^camp. 

Exlrueiaf  a  later  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to,  the 
Hon*  W,  Lowndee,  Chairman  of  tie  Committee  of 
Way$  and  Meane,  dated  I9th  April,  181d. 

The  estimate  formerly  transmitted  for  the  ex- 
pense of  calling  out  the  militia  during  the  present 
year,  was  made  for  infantry ;  but  as  upwards  of 
tweWe  hundred  men  of  the  present  militia  force 
in  the  field  are  mounted  volunteers,  an  additional 
sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  increased  expense. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  War,  Du.  dl,  1819. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Depart- 
ment, f 

C.  VANDBVENT£R. 


.  HiAPa'Rfl,  TaiiN.  Voldntbbr9j 

South  eide  of  the  Tenn*  nver^ 

February  13, 1818. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  traosmtt  to  you  the 
mutter-rolls  of  the  Tolunteer  mounted  gun-naen, 
of  West  Tennessee;  also^  a  consolidated  morning 
report  of  the  brigade.  I  bave  had  much  trouble 
in  procuring  these  retanis. 
I  hare  the  honor,  to  be,  dbc* 

A.  P.  HAYN£,  Ittsp.  Gen. 
To  Brig.  Gen.  D.  Pabkeb, 

Adjutant  and  fnep.  Gen. 

True  copy  on  flle  in  mr  office. 

A.  P.  HAYNE, 
Ingpeetoir  Oenemd  Ul  S.  Army. 

Dbpabtmbbt  op  Wab,  March  t,  1818.  , 

0ib:  I  hava  had  Ibe  hoBMr  to  raoeiTa  yooi  let- 
ter of  the  9ih,  and  ikrea  of  the  15ili  iaataat.  I 
haTa  the  pleaaoia  af  exymatBg  to  yao  any  eatife 
appiobatiao  of  an  the  measures  jroo  hare  adoplad 
to  Msura  a  prompt  morameBt  ot  i4t  patriatia  rol- 
aacaaia  oonfidad  to  your  caaamaad. 

It  ia  a  sabject  of  regret  that  there  is  na  public 
afaeaal  ia  that  aaetioa  of  the  ooantvy,  fraaa  which 
aroM  and  aqaipawats  could .  be  <trawn«  The 
eearK  wbiek  yoa  hare  lakao  to  rcanady  the  aril, 
I  tiost,  will  ba  effectuaL  8o  far  aai  it  aaay  be 
practicable,  let  the  arms  be  pmerrad  and  returned, 
after  the  campaiga  closea,  ta  the  aeruers.  Where 
Ibis  eaonot  be  doae,  let  the  account,  properly 
Touched,  be  paid  by  the  quarteranaslar's  dqwrt- 
ment. 

The  bilk  it^wn,  j^B-aotoaat  of  supplies  of  erery  I 


kind  will  be  paid  when  presented  to  this  Depart- 
ment. Upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars have  been  forwarded  to  the  paymasters  of  the 
fourth  and  serenth  regiments,  for  the  payment 
of  the  militia,  before  they  are  discharged.  Gkn- 
eral  Jackson  will  adopt  such  measures  as  will  be 
proper  to  secure  this  object.  The  desire  of  the 
rresident,  that  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  r«r- 
ular  forces  should  be  charged  with  the  expenu- 
tures  of  the  campaign,  is  the  only  obstacle  to 
appointing  the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the 
officers  of  the  Tennessee  brigade.  Erery  atten- 
tion will  be  giren  to  secure  the  object  of  their 
wishes. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come to  organize  efficiently,  and  satisfactorily  to 
the  officers  aod  men|  a  volunteer  corps  for  the 
field.  In  the  present  instance,  the  pride  and  spirit 
of  veterans,  aided  by  patriotism,  and  directed  by 
superior  intelligence,  bare  handsomely  surmount- 
ed erery  obstacle.  The*  alacrity  with  which  the 
brare  Tenhesseans  hare  again  resumed  their 
arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  is  a  sufficient 
earnest  that  their  effi>rts  will  be  successful,  and 
that  their  efficiency,  joined  with  the  gallant  ex- 
ertions of  other  corps,  will  speedily  terminate  the 
conflict.    I  hare  the  honor,. d&c. 

JOHN  C.  qALHODN* 

To  Colonel  A.  P.  Hatnb, 

hmp*  C9en.,  com'g'  TVnn.  brigade. 

True  copy,  taken  from  the  orisinal  on  fife  in 
my  office.  A.  P.  HAYNE, 

Jnep.  €kn.  U.  S.  Army. 

I,  Richard  EL.  Call,eaplain  of  the  United  Sutes 
annf.  and  aiil-de*e»fl[»p  ta  Major  Gkneral  Jack- 
son,  do  swear,  that,  some  time  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  I  was  summoned  to  appear 
before  a  committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  gire  eridence  in  relation  to  the  occur- 
rences of  the  Seminole  campaign  \  that,  after  giv- 
ing the  statement,  which  appeared  as  one  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  repoft  of  the  com- 
mittee, (which  statement  was  taken  in  writing 
bvoneot  its  members.)  I  was  told  by  Mr.Laeock, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  that  my  testimony 
could  not  then  be  copied  in  order  to  receive  my 
signature,  but  that  by  the  next  morning  at  tea 
o'clock  it  should  be  prepared ;  at  which  time  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it  with 
the  original,  and  ox  correcting  any  mistake  which 
might  arise  in  its  being  transcribed.  I  accord* 
ingly  repaired  on  the  day  appointed  to  the  Sen- 
ate Uhamber,  aod  was  informed  by  Mr.  Lacock, 
chairman,  that  the  committee  would  not  meet 
that  day^  and  that  my  testimony  was  not  yet  cop- 
ied. I  again  mentioned  to  him,  that,  from  the 
number  of  mutilations  and  erasures  which  had 
been  made  in  recording  my  evidence^  if  it  was 
copied,  I  should  expect  the  right  of  seeing  it  be- 
fore it  should  be  given  to  the  public.  He  replied 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  committee  would 
make  any  use  whatever  of  my  deposition ;  but 
if  they  should  ultimately  determine  to  intro* 
duce  it  as  a  doaument  on  which  a  report  would 
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)be  framedj  it  should  be  previously  copied,  sub- 
mitted to  my  inspection,  and  receive  my  sig* 

.Bature;  none  of  which  promises  were  complied 
with.  After  my  interview  with  Mr.  Lacoek.  I 
iremained  in  Washington  five  or  six  days,  to  tne 
best  of  my  recollection,  during  which  time  I  heard 
nothing  from  Mr.  Lacoek  or  my  depositioq ; 
neither  did  I  learn  that  mv  statement  had  been 
applied  to  any  purpose  until  m^  return  from  Phil- 
adelphia to  Baltimore,  at  which  place  I  saw  it 
attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

My  deposition,  hoiivever,  though  published 
without  my  having  an  opportunity  of  correcting 
errors  which  might  arise  in  transcribing  it,  and 
indirect  violatjoq  of  Mr.  Lacock's  promise,  is, 
according  to  my  recollection,  correct,  with  a 
trivial  exception.  It  is  not,  however,  'without 
error;  and  this  error  will  be  found  in  the  omissiort 
of  the  expression,  I  believe.  When  interrogated 
by  the  cmmittee,  in  relation  to  the  purpose  for 
which  Lieutenant  Saftds  had  beep  ordered  to 
Mobile,  my  answer  was,  I  believe  be  was  ordered 

,  there  for  artillery ;  and  not  positive  to  the  fact 
I,  moreover,  observed  to  the  committee,  that  X  did 
apt,  at  that  time,  belong  lo  the  personal  staff  of 
General  Jackson ;  my  duties  were  remote  from 
his  person,  itnd  therefore  I  was  little  acqukint'ed 
with  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  commanding 
Qeneral. 

R.  IC  CALL. 

Sworn  to,  ibis  30eb  day  of  July,  1819,  before 

W.  TANNEHILL,  /  R 
True  copy; 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-de-camp. 


NAsavtLLi,  JWfy  99, 1810 

I,  James  C.  Bronaugh,  of  the  tJniCed  States 
army,  and  attached  to  tne  staff  of  Major  Genera) 
Andrew  Jackson,  do  swear,  that,  durtng  the  last 
Winter,  whilst  at  the  City  of  Washin|fton,  t  was 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution  of  the 
18th  December  last,  **that  the  Message  of  the 
Presitfent,  and  documepts  relative  to  the  Semi- 
nole  tirar  be  referred  to  a  select  cbmmittee,  who 
shall  have  authority,  if  necessary^  to  send  for 
persona  ah  J  papers;  that  said  cpmmUtee  inquire 
,  relative  to  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops 
into  West  Florida,  whether  the  officers  in  com- 
mand at  Pensacola  and  St.  MailE's  were  amena- 
ble tQ,  and  under  the  control  of,  Spain ;  and  par- 
ticularly n^bat  circumstances  existed  to  authorize 
or  justify  the  comtnanding  General  in  taking 
possession  of  those  posts."  That,  when  I  appear-, 
ed  before  said  committee,  I  was  questfoned  upon 
the  subjects  contained  in  my  depositioi),  |vhic1i  is 
pjublished  in  the  documents  accompanyfbg  their 
report  of  the  24tb  February,  1819;  that  the  sub- 
siance  of  my  answers  was  taken  down  by  Major 
John  I).  Eaton,  a  memberof  the  committee;  and 
that  it  was  expressly  declared  to  me  by  John 
,  yorsyth,  anpiher  member,  "that  if  my  testfmony 
Was  used  by  the  cooimittee,  I  should  nave  timely 
information,  for  the  puri5ose  of  affording  me  an 
opportunity  of  correcting  it.*^   That  this  promise 


made  me  by  Mr.  F^raytb  was  violated ;  and  that 
I  never  saw  the  deposition  afterwards,  until  it 
was  published  in  the  documents  accompanying 
the  report. 

^  JAB.  C.  BRONAUGH,  U.  S.  A. 

Sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  24th 
day  of  July,  1819. 

R.  C.  FOSTER, /.  A 
True  copy :       , 

K.  I.  EASTER,  AH-de  camp. 
R.  K.  CALL,  Aid  decamp. 


Nashvillb,  April  21, 1819. 

IBie:  Iq  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Forsyth  on 
the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  I  stated  (hat  the  committee  had  misstated 
several  facts  in  relation  to  the  occurrences  of  the 

?eminole  war.  "First.  That  the  Governor  of 
en  lessee  Was  in  Nashville  when  you  received 
your  instructions  to  call  for  a  portion  of  the  mil- 
Ilia  of  the  State,  and  that  you  neglected  to  make 
any  requisition  upon  him  for  the  number  for 
which  you  were  authorized  to  call;  informltig 
him  that  he  waa  not  theo  ia  Naahville,  and  that 
you  had  written  him  immediately  on  receiving; 
your  instructions.  I  further  told  him  that  you 
were  prepared  to  prove  that  you  had  liot  ap- 
pointed the  officers  to  their  respective  commands 
as  alleged  by  the  committee."  To  all  which  Mr. 
Forsyth  replied,  that  it  Wis  mueb  to  be  regretted 
that,  in  an  mvestigation  so  itar^portant  to  the 
country  and  the  character  of  the  individual,  evi- 
dence so  oloaely  connected  with  the  matter  in 
eoBsidi^ratioo  had  not  been  earlier  before  tbe 
committee.    I  am,  sir,  reapeatfttUy,  dbc.    .„ 

RICHARD  i.  EASTER. 
Major  Qen.  A.  Jacuom. 

True  copy.: 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aidde-camp, 


DUNI.AP8V1LL%  T£NMR89KB^ 

At€uxh  30, 1B19. 

Sa :  On  tbe  SiSd  of  Febnuiryi  1^19,  OorerDor 
McMinn  came  to  KiAgnton.    Immediately  on  his 
arrival  J  informed  him  of  my  intentioD  to  raise 
a  volunteer  cbrnpany,  lo  jmiii  ydur  Aktaiy  on  ita 
maieh  to  Fort  Seott.    The  Gofomor  .went  to 
Jobo  Laya%  tavern,  and  aaade  a  public  and  ani- 
mated appeal  to  the  patriottan  of  tl^e  {teople  of 
Kingston  and  its  vieiaity;  aad  aiaured  all.  those 
who  WK>«id  go  with  m^  ortgofrom  .any  pnrt  of 
the  State,  uwt  they  went  with  hia  wanaast 
wisbea,  aa  he  felt  aoxmis  lo  feeUltnte  every 
movement  of  the  vdlttateers  at  ao  iimportanta 
crisis.    Qofereor  BicMian  pMffed  hia  laiih  and 
reptttatiofl,  aa  Goverhor  of  the  Stale  of  Tennes- 
see, to  ihoae  who  went  with  me,  that  remiknera* 
tion  should  be  made  far  their  ttrrieea. 

I  am,  with  respecfy  yonra,  dbe. 

RICHARD  a.  DUNLAP.* 

Qeneaal  jAOxaoii. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL;  iitli:<fe.eMip. 
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HfiAoa'as,  Soutbsbic  DiTiaion, 

NashvUle,  Jan.  11, 1S19. 
Sw:  I  have  iast  received  orders  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  tlDited  States  to  repair  to  Fort 
Scott,  Greorgia,  with  iosiructions  to  call  on  the 
GoTernors  of  the  neigbborioff  States  for  such  ad- 
ditional militia  force  u  may  be  deemed  necessary 
to  co-operate  with  the  disposable  regular  troops 
of  the  southern  division,  against  the  Seminoles. 
I  have  this  night  addressed  circulars  to  several 
of  those  brave  officers  who  serred  with  me  dur- 
ing the  Creek  campaign,  under  a  hope  that  a 
timely  address  to  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens 
will  enable  me.  to  effect,  by  voluntary  enlist- 
ment} what  would  otherwise  have  to  be  done  by 
draughts. 

I  have  called  for'one  thousand  mounted  men: 
and,  should  the  appeal  prove  inefficacious,  will 
embrace  the  earliest  o]^portunitv  of  making  a  re- 
quisition on  you  for  a  like  number  of  draughted 
militia. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
and  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
Respectfully  yours,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Cfeneral  commanding. 
Governor  McMinn. 
A  true  copy : 

R. K.  CALL,  Aid-decamp, 


[ClBCULAR.] 

HjBADa'ns,  Division  op  tbb  South, 

NashviUey  January  11,  l8l8. 

Sia:  Th^  Seminole  Indians  have  raised  the 
war  hatchet.  They  have  stained  onr  {and  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens;. their  war  spirit  must 
be  put  down,  and  they  uught  to  know  that  their 
safety  depei^as  upon  the  friendship  and  protection 
of  the  tfaited.  States.  To  accomplish  th.i&  the 
aid  of  one  regiment  of  mounted  gun-men,  ol  one 
thcMiBand  atronfi  oompUtciy  armed  and  equipped, 
and  to  aerrt  during  tJie  eampai|;n,  is  asked  froni 
West  Tennessee.  Can  you  raiie  them,  and.  hi 
readf  ibr  tie  Setd,  it  ten  days  1  If  you  can ^  your 
General,  wtto  led  yod  to  rfet^ry  on  the  plains  of 
Talledega,  £muckfan.  and  Tohopeka,  asks  you  to 
accompany  him  to  tne  heart  of  the  Seminole 
towns,  aAa  th^re  aid  ik  giving  peace  and  safety 
to  the  southern  fiodtier.  An  aaswar  is  ej^pfCted 
in  fire  days,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  number 
nequired  is  now  leady.  This  is  a  private  appeal 
lo  the  patriotism  cif  Wa^t  Tennessee,  and  is  not 
to  a|)petr  in  a  newspaper*  If  the  legioient  is 
raised  aod  aiarched,  all  expenses  for  expresses 
shall  be  paid.  By  the  return  of  the  express  yo« 
are  expected  to  give  your  opinion  of  the  proba^ 
hility  of  the  result,  that  preparations  may  be  made 
aeeordingJy.  Coionei  fe.  H.  Dyer,  Colonel  Oib- 
son,  Coionei  Williamson,  Colonel  Gkorge  BUiott, 
Major  William  Milohell,  Major  John  Smith,  of 
Montgomery  eonniy.  Colonel  Martin,  of  William- 
son, and  Captain  F.  Ellis,  of  Dixon  eoanty,  have 
alone  been  addressed  on  this  snl^ect.  The  grade 
of  the  officers  to  be  determined  by  tbtmaeivet  or 


the  platoon  officers  of  the  regiment.  The  offi- 
cers raising  companies  to<^ommand  them.'  Ppon 
further  reflection,  it  is  requested  that  those  o!fl|- 
cers  named  above,  and  all  such  as  can  raise  a 
company,  will  meet  me  at  this  place  on  the  19th 
of  the  present  month.  Punctuality  in  this  is 
much  desired ;  and  it  is  further  teqaested^  that 
all  those  officers,  who  have  served  in  the  late  war 
will  be  confidentially  notified  of  the  foregoing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^, 

ANDR£W  JACKSON, 
MfiQor  General  emmanding, 

A  true  copy ;      R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-de-^amg. 


Nashville,  January  19, 1818p 

Sir  :  In  my  last  I  informed  you  of  the  late 
order  received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  appeal  I  had  made  to  the  patriotfsa 
of  West  Tennessee.  This  day  the  officers  who 
heretofore  commanded  the  volunteers  met  me, 
and  re|xort,  that  two  regiments  of  mounted  gun* 
men  will  rendezvous,  on  the  31st  instant,  at  Fay- 
ettesville,  prepared  and  equipped  for  a  tour  of 'six 
months.  Thus  you  see,  that  my  best  hopes  of 
Tennessee  are  realized,  ^ad  circumstances  per- 
mitted, and  time  allowed,  and  the  emerffepcy  de^ 
manded  an  appeal  to  the  whole  State,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  five  thousand  men  could  have  beea 
rabed.  There  appears  no  difficulty  but  the  want 
of  arms.  With  those  two  regiments,  and  the 
regulars,  should  the  time  of  the  Georgia  troops 
have  expired,  I  w:ill  be  able  to  act  promptly,  andi 
I  hope,  with  effect. 

The  last  account  from  Fort  Scott,  on  the  19th 
ultimo,  left  the  regular  force  in  aa  unpleasant 
situation.    I  set  out  on  the  22d,  in  the  morning. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dbc. 

ANDREW. J  ACfLSOK. 

His  Excellency  Governor  MoMihn. 

True  copy :  '    R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-de  camp. 


Act  of  (he  Legielqture  of  Tennenu.  [See  chap 

cxviii,  sec.  112.J 

Bt  it  enactedf  That,  when  it  may  be  conceived 
that  the  public  good  eminently  requires  it,  the 
Governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  out  suc^i 
parts  of  the  cavalry  of  this  State  as  he  thfnxli 
proper ;  and,  when  so  called  out,  they  shall  be 
considaredt  ruledi  and  regulated,  as  mounted  gun- 
men, for  the  time  he  may  so  order  them. 

True  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-dcKamf. 


Extract  of  a  ktter  from  Governor  JfelfiSnti,  daied 

fcim  20, 1818. 

Dbar  Sib:  I  am  happy  to  hear  of  your  return, 
as  also  thosie  brare  m^n  who  Tolunteered  their 
services  with  you. 

I  have  never  heard  from  you  since  you  left  the 
Lookout  Mountain ;  but  hope,  from  what  I  have 
learned  from  others,  that  yoii  have  silenced  the 
disturbtrs  of  opr  pe^ee.  I  am  prodigiously  pleased 
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to  hear  of  your  leaying  the  posts  of  St.  Mark's, 
and  Pensacola  in  possession  of  the  Americans 
out  of  which  I  trnst  in  Qod  they  will  nerer  be 
taken. 

JOS.  McMINN. 
General  Jaokson. 

True  copy :        R.  E.  CALL,  Aid^kcamp. 

BstraeU  of  two  letUto  from  the  Oooentor  of  Ten- 
n€89ee  to  Mc^ot  Oeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  wed 

HnBFBiBSBOBOUGB,  April  6, 1819. 

Tour  faTor  of  the  3d  instant  is  now  before  me, 
and  with  pleasure  I  make  the  following  reply : 

Toar  letter,  dated  NashTiIle,  11th  Jknuary, 
1818,  reached  me  at  Kooxville,  seat  of  GoTern- 
ment. 

Your  letters  of  the  11th  and  19th  January  both 
reached  me  by  doe  course  of  mail;  the  rormer 
adrisingof  your  having  received  instructions  from 
the  President  of  the  united  States  to  call  on  the 
Governors  of  the  neighboring  States  for  such  mil- 
itia force  as  you  might  deem  necessary,  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  regular  troops  of  the  southern  division 
against  the  Seminole  Indians;  but  that  you  had 
made  an  appeal  to  the  officers  who  had  served  with 
Tou  in  theCreekcampaiffn,  by  which  you  expected 
that  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  State  or  Ten- 
nessee for  ooe  thousand  draughted  men  would  be 
superseded ;  which  expectation  must  have  been 
realized,  by  the  advice  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  19th  above  referred  to;  in  which  you  state 
that  the  officers  have  given  you  assurances  that 
the]f  would  furnish  two  regiments  at  the  earliest 
notice.  Your  mode  of  raising  those  regiments 
met  my  entire  approbation ;  and  I  jrave  it  my 
support  in  aiding^  Captain  Dunlap  in  raising  a 
company  of  mounted  volunteers,  at  Southwest 
Point,  which  I  have  since  learned  joined  your 
army  at  Fort  Gadsden. 

Traa  extract :        R.  K.  CALL,  Aid  de-camp, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  War,  Feb.  5, 1819. 

Sib  :  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Governor  Bibb's  letter  to  you  of  the  19th  of 
May  last  fs  all  the  information  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  Department  relative  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  committee. 

I  will  thank  you  to  eommnnieate,  as  early  as 
practicable,  whatever  informatibn  you  may  pos- 
sess on  all  the  points  of  inquiry  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  chairman,  and  not  comprehended  in 
the  letter  referred  to. 

I  have,  dbc.  J.  C.  CALHOON. 

.Major  Gen.  Anobew  Jackson, 
Weuhingtan  City, 

A  true  copy :     R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-decamp, 


January.  1818,  Major  Gkneral  Andrew  Jackson,  of 
the  United  States^  Army,  addressed  circular  let- 
ters to  Colonels  Dyer,  Williamson,  Elliott,  Mit- 
chell, Philips,  and  others ;  and  stated  to  them 
that  the  southwestern  frontier  was  in  danger,  and 
that  he  had  determined  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
patriotistn  of  the  people  of  West  Tennessee;  that 
It  was  his  wish  to  raise  two  regiments  for  that 
object.  And  deponent  further  testifies^  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  field  officers  at  Nashville,  they, 
the  said  field  officers,  settled  among  themselves 
their  own  rank;  and  the  deponent  further  declares 
that  the  said  field  officers  were  not,  in  any  way 
or  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  mediately 
or  immediately,  controlled,  go veroea,  or  influ- 
enced by  the  said  Major  General  A.  Jackson ; 
and  the  deponent  further  testifies,  that  the  field 
officers  determined,  at  their  first  meeting  at  Nash- 
ville, that  individuals  who  first  succeeded  in 
bringing  to  the  rendezvous  full  companies  should 
rank  as  captains,  and  command  their  own  men ; 
and  that  the  same  principle  should  govern  the 
election  of  subalterns.  And  the  deponent  further 
testifies^  that  he  never  received  any  authority 
from  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  nor  was 
he  concerned  himself,  any  way  or  manner  what- 
ever, either  directly  or  indirectly,  mediately  or 
immediately,  in  any  of  the  appointments  of  the 
officers  of  the  Tennessee  brigade,  with  the  excep- 
tion pf  those  of  his  immediate  stafl^  a  privilege 
allowed  to  all  commandingofficers,  either  in  reg- 
ular or  militia  service.  The  depionent  farther 
testifies,  that  the  muster-rolls  of  the  Tennessee 
brigade  were  forwarded  on  to  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  at  Washington  City, 
on  the  13th  of  February^  1818,  from  Ditto's  land- 
ing, on  the  Tennessee  river ;  that  the  said  rolls 
reached  Washington  in  safety,  and  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  mail. 

A.  P.  HAYNE. 
True  copy :       R.  K.  CALL,  Atddeeamp. 


Sworn  to  and  aubseribed  before  the  Qnaerwgnea. 
judg«  Of  the  first  judicial  district  of  the  State  ot 
Louisiana,  this  18th  of  June.  1819. 

JOSHUA  LEWIS. 

Certified :      R.  L  EASTER,  Aid-de^camp. 


Arthur  P.  Hayne.  inspector  general  of  the  south- 
em  division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and 
late  commandant  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
being  duly  sworn  ,testifi«8 :  That,  in  the  month  of 


Elm  Gbovb,  Ma^f  21, 1819. 
DvAR  GeNMAL:  I  have  just  returned  home 
from  the  western  district,  and  have  reoently  seen 
the  report  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Btaces  lel* 
ative  to  the  Seniinole  war,  wherein  I  find  yoa 
charged,  by  a  committee  of  that  honoraMe  body, 
of  organizing  and  appointing  the  offioera  to  take 
the  command  of  the  volunteers  from  this  State 
engaged  in  that  war.  Certainly  that  eommittee 
could  not  have  received  the  proper  ioformation 
respecting  the  particular  subject :  and,  belteviDg 
that  yon,  sir,  have  a  wiiTh  that  the  facta  ehould 
be  staled  in  all  questions  wherein  yon  are  con- 
cerned, I  have  thought  proper  to  make  the  follow^ 
ing  statement,  which  every  field  ofiicer  belonginff 
to  the  two  regiments,  I  have  no  deubt,  will  rwoU 
leot  to  be  facts. 
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lo  ihe  mooch  of  JtBDary,  181&  you  mtd^  an 
appeal  to  a  aaa&ber  of  those  omcen  who  bad 
aeeompaaied  yoa  in  the  Creek  war,  aad  to  Mo- 
bile, Peaeacoia,  aad  New  Orleans,  a  ad  named  lo 
them  that  there  were  one  thoasaod  men  want^ 
iog,  and  that  Tolunteer  mounted  men  would  be 
received;  and  requested  that  those  officers  would 
meec  at  Nashville,  on  the  19th  January,  1818; 
at  whieh  time  and  plaee  a  namber  of  officers 
met.  AAer  assuring  you  that  the  men  could  be 
ratted  with  ease,  it  was  proposed  by  myMif,  and 
amne  other  ofieeis  then  present,  for  you  to  name 
the  officers  to  command  those  troops.  This  you 
refused,  and  said,  "Agree  among  yourself  es  on 
yotir  offieers;"  aad  then  stated  to  the  officers 

eeeent  that  you  would  appoint  Colonel  A.  P. 
ayoe  to  lead  ua  on  to  Fort  Scott,  and,  oa  our 
arrival  at  that  point,  you  would  .then  take  the 
comannd  yourself.  We  then  left  you,  and  with- 
drew 10  a  room,  where  it  was  agreed  that  I 
should  take  the  command  of  the  first  regiment, 
and  Colonel  Thomaa  Williamson  should  take 
the  command  of  the  second  regiment,  and  that 
we  should  officer  and  organize  them  in  the  same 
way  that  the  volunteer  mounted  gun-men  were 
organized  in  1814,  when  we  marched  to  Mobile^ 
Pensaeola,  aad  New  Orleans ;  the  other  field- 
officers  were  then  agreed  oa,  and  our  names  re« 
ported  to  you,  in  writing,  who  would  command 
the  two  raiments.  Yon  then  named  to  the  offl* 
eers  the  law  regulating  the  Peace  Eistablisbment. 
aad  how  the  regiments  were  officered  under  that 
law*  It  was  then  named  to  yen  by  myself,  to* 
gether  with  several  other  officers,  that,  by  expe« 
rienoe.  we  had  found  that  horsemen  required 
more  officers  than  footmen,  on  account  of  horse- 
men covering  a  much  larger  space.  Yon  then 
said,  ^  Organise  yonrselves  in  a  way  thai  you 
may  think  .proper ;  it  will  rest  with  the  Govern- 


nt.^'  A  number  of  those  officers  you  made 
the  appeal  to  were  commissioned  by  James  Mad* 
ison,  fisq.,  then  President  of  the  United  States, 
ialfil2;  aad  a  part  of  them,  under  all  priva- 
tions, stock  to  the  service  with  yon,  without  a 
mumor,  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain  and 
the.hostile  Oreek  Indians. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours,  4bc. 

R.  H.  DY£R, 
Laie  Colonel  lit  rog't  TtntL  vohmteero. 

The  facts  stated  ia  the  above  letter  are  -kaowa 
by  the  uadersigned,  who  was  present  at  the  time 
alkided  to,  to  be  correct. 

THOMAS  WILLIAMSON, 
Laie  CoUmel2dr9g^t  Tenn.  VoUtnieero. 


MnBF££E8BO^O(7QH,  Sept.  23, 1819. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  this  date,  just 
received,  I  have  to  reply  that  I  was  of  the  vofun^ 
teer  corps  raised  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1812,  by  Colonel  John  Williams, 
and. marched  into  Bast  Florida  *n  the  same  year, 
or  in  January  in  the  year  1813,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect«  1  wa#  an  officer  in  the  said  oorps.  and  held 
a.cqpamissioA  signed  by  Colonel  John  Willtama. 


This  volunteer  corps  was  raised  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Colonel  Williams,  organized  by  him^ 
and  the  officers  commissioned  by  him.  •  We 
marched  into  East  Florida,  and  had  an  engage- 
ment with  the  Indians  and  negroes.  Thb  cam- 
paign was  approved  by  the  General  Government, 
and  the  officers  aod  men  paid  for  their  services. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BUNCH. 

Major  General  Jackson. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  K. CALL,  Aid-decamp^ 


Major  General  Andrew  Jaokson  : 

In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  this  day  pro- 
posed  by  you  to  me,  I  declare  I  held  no  office  or 
appointment  whatever  under  Colonel  John  Wil- 
liams, or  aoy  other  person,  in  the  Florida  or 
Seminole  compaigo.  commonly  so  called,  set  oa 
foot  and  commanded  by  Colonel  John  WilUams, 
in  1812. 

1  was  one  of  the  privates  compos! og  that  ser- 
vice, and  my  services  were  wholly  voluntary.  I 
did  not  know  that  any  commissions  were  made 
out  in  form  for  the  officers ;  but  I  know  that  the 
officers  were  selected  or  named  by  Colonel  John 
Williams,^  and  I  know  those  selected  by  him 
served  in  the  caj^aciiy  for  which  they  were  se- 
lected. I  know  it,  because  I  was  consulted  oa 
that  occasion ;  the  selection  having  been  made, 
as  I  believe,  with  a  view^  in  part,  to  the  feelinn 
and  interest  of  the  individuals  composing  Uie 
command.  .We  had  an  engagement  with  In- 
dian^ and  perhaps  negroes  j  but  I  do  not  kuow 
that  there  were  any.  negroes  in  the  engagCBBieai. 
I  received  my  pay  from  the  General  Govem- 
ment,  and  I  believe  all  others,  did.  I  know  of 
no  authority  given  hy  the  Gei^eral  Government 
to  raise  such  company,  nor  have  I  ever  under- 
stood that  there  was  any  ;  and  I  believe  the  same 
to  have  been  wholly  voluntary. 

Given  under  my  hand|  this  fiZd  of  Septembcf, 
1819.  P.  M.  MILLER. 

A  true  copy : 

E.  E.  CALL,  Aii-dC'Camp, 


From  ike  National  Jni^Uigeneer  qf  March  8, 1819* 
[Communicated  fer  pablicstion.] 

8TRIOT0RES  OK  MR.  LACOCK'8  REPORT 
ON  THB  SEMINOIiE  WAR. 

The  author  of  this  article  has  had  access  to 
documents,  the  perusal  of  which  convinced  him 
that  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  th« 
Senate,  on  the  Seminole  War,  is  alike  unjustifia- 
ble in  temper,  argument,  and  statements.  Its 
temper  is  harsh  and  vindictive,  its  argunsents  ate 
childishly  weak,  and  its  statements  are,  in  many 
insiaocesi  grqssly  and  unaccountably  erroneous. 

The  report  has  been  read  with  asionishueikt 
and  regret;  regret,  that  such  a  document  shadkl 
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go  before  theworld'ananswered  in  Senatorial  dis- 
eossion;  and  astonishment,  as  well  at  the  insti* 
tn(ron  of  such  an  inquity  into  the  conduct  of 
General  Jackson  as  at  the  anomaYons  and  unfair 
manner  in  which  the  investigation  has  been 
conducted. 

But  independently  of  the  peculiar  hue  of  this 
instrument,  it  is  also  objectionable — 1st.  Because 
it  is  designed  to  impute  the  cause  of  the  war  to 
our  own  officers  and  Exectitive,  laf  iag'  aside  all 

frovocation  and  aggression  on-  the  part  oC  the 
nd^aos;  2d.  Bedaase  it  directly  implicates  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War ;  for,  although 
they  were  not, 'in  the  first  in^ance,  guilty  of 
what  the  committee  calls  *'a  gross  violation  of 
the  Constitution,'',  yet  th^y  made  the  act  theirs 
Iry  adoption ;  and,  if  this  implied  accusation  is 
jilst,  those  officers  ought  to  be  impeached ;  asd, 
9d.  Because  the  Senate  should  not  prejudge  a 
ettse  which  they  may  be  required  to  examine 
judicially;  and  on  which  this  anticipation  of 
censure  would  disqualify  them  to  act 

This  subject  was,  on  the  18th  November,  re- 
ferred, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  two 
eeikimiltees,  the  military  and  foreign ;  and,  one 
month  aAer,  on  the  18ih  December,  Mr.  Lacock 
moved,  in  the  Senate,  for  a  committee  on  the 
Mtme  subject.  He  appears  to  have  been  the 
itooving  principle  throughout  the  whol^  invest!- 
gatioh  in  the  Senate.    To  his  exertioos  are  the 

ebtic  indebted  for  the  commeneemeat  of  the 
liness,  its  peeuliar  character  of  viruleoee,  and 
tbe  siogQlaFf  document  by  which  it  is  termi* 
tfl^ed.'t' 

The  Seminole  war  was  discussed  in  the  lo'wer 
Hoose  for  more  than  three  week»j  and  yet  not  a 
^agte  member  suggested  the  slightest  censure 
eitDer  on  Greneral  Jaekson,  for  the  employment 
of  Tolanteersj  or  on  (General  Gaiites,  for  the  un* 
autiMrized  call  on  the  Greeic  nation.  It  was  re* 
mwtd  for  Mr.  Lacoek  to  make  the  dise^very  of 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  in  these  acts ;  and 
'itt4  honesty  of  bis  views,  in  adraneing  such  a 
chirg«y  ia-to  be  found  in  the  time^at  which- he 
made  his  report — when  the  Senate  bad  but  six 
day*  to  fill,  and  it  eoold  not  be  discussed ;  and  in 
declining  to  annex  the  customary  resolution,  so 
as  to  admit  of  discussion  and  afford  the  friends 
of  General  Jackson  an  opportunity  for  defence. 
fh'  fin^  it  was  obviomdy  itfiended  to  eonntefact 
the  effects  apprehended  from  the  vote  of  the 
House  and  the  forcw  of  pnbiic  opiaion  3  and  was, 
incontestably,  designed  to  inflict  a  wanton  blow 
on  the  feeliogs  and  oharatter  of  Chmeral  J«ak- 
800,  under  the  impo^iiigi  oaACtion  of.  a  regard  for 
public  duty. 

It  is  needless  to  consume  time  in  an  exposition 
of  reasons  for  thinking  such  a  trial  of  any  man's 
niotives  and  conduct  unfair  and  unconstitutional. 
Ivu  enough  to  remark,  that  justice  consists,  not 
Hiereiy  fa  awarding  punishment  for  crime,  but 
te  gi^iftg  to  individuals  accused  of  misconduct 
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*Mr.  Laeoek's  son  was  oontiactor^i  agent,  and 
faHsd  in  sanpiying  Fort  Scott.  It  has  been  intimated 
tbat  the  Umt  was  interested  in  the  contract. 


a  full  and  'impartial  hearing;  and  an  oppoftniutjr 
of  advancing  all  accessible  teadaioBy  foi>  the 
eiuoidaiion  of  their  acts  and  the>«prigiiCiieEa  mn4 
innocency  of  their  intentions.  Tbie  josttce  has 
been  denied  to  Oeneinl  JacksoUi.  Hia  pnfeAie  aeu 
and  private  character  have  both  been  made  the 
subjects  of  systematic  investigation;  an4,  wich^ 
out  a  hearing,  be  has  been  pronoooiw)  gOiUy  ef 
the  awful  crime  of  striking  at  the  libertiea  of  hie 
country,  by  an  infraction  of  its  Conetttotieii  $ 
and  has  received,  in  a  sentence  of  censure,  the 
cmeltesc  fMiniahnwnt  that  can  pieteo  the  boaooa 
of  a  soldier. 

And  what  is  the  motive  to  which  nli  the  Geii- 
eralVacts  In  Florida  have  beee  attributed  ?   Hie 
operations,  say  the  committee,  were  condeeted 
**on  reasons  of  his  own,  unconnected  with  hk 
military  fuBctionB"^and  these  ^'reasons"  were 
mercenary  views  aad  specolatione,  which  the  oa» 
oupancy  of  the  Spanish  territory  wonld  fsciitmce 
and  mature  1  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  QeneralJaek* 
son  will  never  degrade  hinaetf  by  aaswemg  a 
charge  as  fool  as  it  w  ridiculous— a  chatge  le- 
tally  unsupported  by  any  of  the  doeonaenia,  aad 
abundantly  refuted  both  by  them  and  by  hie 
chaf  acter.    No  man  in  pobllc  life,  who  maiehes 
steady  and  erect  along  the  path  of  doty,  can  fatl 
to. awaken  enmity  among  those  who  envy  hie 
repntfttion,  without  ahiliiy  to  emolate  his  virtocs. 
But)  surely,  the  deadliest  foe  of  Oeeecal  Jaehsoe 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  credit  such  aohnrgeas 
thi&    I  dare  venture  to  asaeil,  that  not  a  aiogie 
member  of  the  select  committee^  malignant  ee 
appears  to  be  the  bostilitv  of  some  ef  them  te  the 
General,  belie  vee  that  he  led  an  army  to  thefteldy 
and  jeofiardized  the  Uvea  of  Valaable  citiaans,  in 
order  to  speculate  with  aecority  in  S|ianttb  lands) 
or  that  he  risked  the  rniaboth  of  haaith  andTefM* 
tattoo,  and  preatmted  the  Constitqtiony  to  aeenie 
the  paltry  advantage  of  bnyiof  e  few  acrea  m 
Fioflda.^    We  read  of  men  whose  dangmtis  po« 
littoel  ambition  prompted  to  the  com  mission  of 
wwihi  ccimealewanb  their  cewury ;  hm  theaaon* 
stsoue  ant  of  overturnmg  a  free  coostitntienand 
making  onaothocined  war,  with  the  deapienble 
view  of  trifling  pecuniary  eAolument,  ia  yet,  and 
may  it  long  be,  onhenrd  of  and  omeeoidedk    If 
that  committee  -dQ-  not.  believe  the  charge  they 
have  edfnaMedjwkat  eaa  be  their  vie ws^  and  how 
will  they  explain  their  motives  to  their  country  ? 
li  weetdhe  both  Jndceorons  end  eaaleaatoindiige 
in  thalanguaneof  reaentmentand  recrimioaisoai 
but  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  country  to  with 
hold  theexpreaaicuiafadeepiienmclion,  that  this 
most  unjuet  and  Ul^gni  trial  oiwinafini  in  dis- 
honest, motives — from  Ceclings  of  personal  hos- 
tility in  one  of  the  members,  and^  in  others,  of  a 
disposition  to  gratify  a  junta.    It  is  right  to  state, 
that  two  members  of  the  committee  were  opposed 
to  the  report.    One  of  thoBe,  who  was  not  per- 
sonally aofiuainted  with  the  General,  and  who 
sat  in  the  oonveation  which  framed  the  Consii* 
mtioo,  into  tob>  well  acquainted  with  the  princi- 
ples of  that  sacred  instrument,  to  sanction  any 
proceeding  calculated  to  do  it  vital  iojory;  aad 
the  othec  had  too  long  known  Gen.  Jncknon  to  en> 
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terrain  afay  doubt  of  his  pbrltjr.  Wfaen  the  eoupse 
of  these  ^fitlemen  is  contrasted  with  that  of  t4ie 
majority  rn  iht  committee,  the  people  mW  hare 
DO  diflScnlry  in  conceiving  the  impure  mofires 
by  which  that  majority  were  gorerned. 

The  principle  which  guided  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  in  tbe-morementsof  the  Seminole  cam* 
pafgn,  have  been  so  ably  developed  and  supported 
by  men  of  integrity  and  talents,  that  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  now  to  retiew  them.  The  orders 
which  goterned  him  are  before  the  world.  The 
seleciioo  and  nse  of  the  means  for  thar  complete 
executrov  are  well  •  known.  If  he  left  an)fUiing 
andone  which  was  necessary  "  to  gtre  peace  and 
secariiv  to  the  Botithern  frontier  p  or  if  he  unne- 
cessarily 8if|>eradded  to  the  sufficient  means  of 
effecting  this  object  any  act  injnrions  to  the 
country  and  destruclfre  of  the  Constitution,  the 
grounds  for  a  fair  judgment  are  with  the  nation, 
and  its  award,*  either  of  blame  or  approbation, 
will  doubtless  be  jost.  This  article  shall  be  eon- 
fined  to  the  elucidation  of  some  obscurities,  and 
the  correction  of  sereral  misstatements  of  facts 
in  the  narratire  of  the  reports  The  argumenta- 
tive part  shall  only  be  touched  incidentally. 

It  is  stated  in  the  first  pa|;e  of  the  report  "  that,  in 
the  Bpn'ng  or  Summer  of  1617,  the  regular  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  the  posts  on  the  Georgia 
A'ontieri  and  concentrated  at  Fort  Mbntgomery, 
on:  the  Alabama  river,  a  considerable  distaaee 
west  of  the  Oeoiip'a  line."  This  Is  calcnlaied  to 
create  en  impresston  that  General  Jackson  issued 
the  order  for  evacuating  the  pests  soutb  of  Oeor^^ 
gia-,  and  thereby  jeopardized  that,  frontier,  by 
opening  the  way  for  savaffe  incursions.  But,  in 
the  commission  of  this  military  error  he  was  no 
way  instrumental.  The  order  for  the  movement 
of  the  troops  to  the  Alabama  was  issued  fVom  the 
War  DepartjoeiH,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  contrarf  to 
tbe  GleneraFS'  opinion,  who  considered  the  move* 
ment  both  dangerous  and  impolitic.     ^ 

In  page  9  H'  is  stated  that  General  Gaines  or*- 
dered  Major  Twign  '<  to  surround  and  take  an  in* 
dtan  village,  called  Fowl  Town,  about  fourteen 
miles  from  FoK  Scott,  andnear  the  Florida  line.'* 
The  order  to  Major  Twigvs  was,  to  bring  to  Fort 
Scott  the  chief  of  Fowl  Town,  who  had  repeat- 
edly been  called  to  an  interview^  and  as  often 
coDtumaciousli^  refused  to  appear.  The  object 
of  General  Gkiines  was  to  have  a  defioitive  un- 
derstanding with  the  Chief,  respecting  bis  boar 
tile  or  friendly  intentions;  and  the  importance 
of  such  an  understaading  induced  the  General  to 
order  hisfbroi%la- capture,  if  gentle  means  proved 
inefficient. 

In  the  same  page  is  this  remarkable  paragrsph: 
«  Oo  the  receipt  of  this  order,"  (the  order  under 
which  General  Jackson  proceeded  on  the  Seml- 
ndet  catkipalgo,)  "General  Jackson,  instead  of 
obserring  the  orders  iff  the  Deparcmeat  of  War, 

Sr  calling  oa  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  then  in 
oMnlfe,  fietfr  ike  jdaee  af  kie  teeidenee,  ohoac; 
to  appeal  (to  use  his  own  expressions)  te  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  West  Tenttesseansj  who  had  s^ir?<« 
ecPtifldef  hiok  in  the  last  war.  One  thoasaod 
moanied'  guamen  and  two  companies  of  w4iaf 


were  ealM  l^^guofdB,  whli  the  utmost  alacrity 
vatvnteered  their  services,  from  the  Slates  of  Tea- 
nessee  and  Kentucky,  and  repaired  to  his  stand-, 
ard.  Officers  were  appointed  to  command  this 
corpa  by  the  General  ninuelf,  or  ether  persona 
acting  under  his  authority.  Thus  organized,  they 
were  mustered  into  the  setvioe  of  the  United^ 
States.'* 

,  At  the  time  this  order  was  received,  the  Gav- 
ernor  of  Tennessee  was  either  in  Knosville  or 
•the  Cherokee  nation;  and.  to  hare  waited  the 
rcsalt  of  the  usual  proeesa  of  draughting  would 
haw  produced  the  two  erils,  of  much,  ioas  of  val- 
uable time  and  the  raising  of  a  focce  reluelaot 
in  dispesitiott  and  iaefficient  ia  oharacter  and 
eqaipiMnt.  General  Jackson  immediately  dea* 
patehed  a  letter  to  Goreroor  MoMinn,  apprizing 
him  of  the  call  for  Tokmteers,  and  informing  him 
that  in  case,  the  call  should  not  he  promptly  and 
effecttoaiiy  answered,  he  should  reauire  ol  bina 
one  thonshnd  draughted  militia.^  The  Governor 
warmly  approvsed  the  step  the  General  had  takea, 
and  fidded  to  his  forae  one  company  of  mounted 
valuaiears,  who  joined  the  army  at  Fort  Gada- 
den.  General  Jackson's  letter  of  the  l)^(h  Janua^ 
ry,  apprized  the  Department  of  the  measure,  and 
the  Secretary  a|i|iroved  and  sanctioned  it.t 

Corps  of  the  same  ehaiacter  with  the  Tennea- 
aee  v«kiateefa  were  raised. in  other  parts  of  tha 
country,  and  under  diffecsnt  officers,  during  tlie 
laie  war  wiih  Great  Britain.  In  the  Northwest- 
era  campaign,  Qeofial  liarrisoa  was  joined  by  a 
body  of  voluntaefcs,  fed  by  Colonel  Johnson  i  and. 
Governor  Shelby  authorized. the  General  to  form, 
them  into  corps,  and  appoiat.aaejh  officers  as  tha 
oaea  mifhteleet.  Another  body  of  men,  fiooa 
Oiiio,  joined  tha  army  on  the  march  of  General 
Harrison  k>f  the  relief  of  Font  Wayne,  without 
any  aathoriiy,  and  uocommiaaioaed  by  the  Siala 
Kaectuive.  These  etgao  ized  theoisel vea  aod  ap« 
paimed  their  officera.  Their  servioes  weia  ac< 
eapted  for  ten  day^  aod  they  received  pay  lor 
that  period. 

hi  AS  well  known  that  ezaeUy  the  same  kind  of 
tr«ope  followed  General  Jackson  into  the  Creek 
nation,  aqd  achiaved  the  Tictories  of  Taledega, 
£muekfaw,aad  the  Horse*Shae.  The  saoie  mea 
wlio  peaeuated  the  swamps  of  Florida,  covered 
Mobile  from  Briiiah  riaitatiofi ;  and  the  aanao 
tro6p«|  officers,  and  men,t  defeated  WelUnfton'^s 
vetemna  on  the  shore  of  t^e  Missisaippi,  and  saved 
New  Orleans  from  incendiary  poUotion«  Did 
Gonftess,  theai.adiiidjge  the  aaxof  raising  theok 
^  aaoeoaiitaiiooal,^^  or  did  iliey  appKive  the  oaea* 

*9ee  Doc.  B.       tSseBocs.  C.  D.  L.  K.  I. 

{It  is  worthy  of  remark,. that  the  sao^s  rsgifflsnts, 
similarly  officered,  and  nearly  the  same  men  vho  were 
at  New  Orleans,  were  in  the  SeniiiDole  campaign. 
They  assembled  in  1814,  at  the  call  ibr  Tolunleers, 
chose  their  officers,  and  cheerfully  obeyed  them,  al- 
though  none  were  oommissioosd.  Theyiblbwed  the 
same  eonrse  eaactlyia  I8jb7!-16,  and,  ii^ both,. oafBS, 
siesssy  fcMswinl  their'  match* 

TheaMBttSr  sella  efthe  votanteeia,iaiaU  sad  liSld, 
now  oa  file  ia  She  Wmt  Offise,  eptaUiah  thia  laot 
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8\ir6  and  makt  appropriatioii  for  payiag  them  ? 
I  wiU  not  say  that  the  sanctioning  an  aet  by  oae 
Congress  obliges  every  succeeding  Congress  to 
approve  all  similar  proceedings.  But,  where  a 
measarc  of  important  necessity  isadopt^  on  per- 
sonal responsibility,  and  approved  by  the  Qov- 
ernmeni  or  the  nation,  il  must  be  some  motive, 
different  from  a  regard  for  principle,  that  could 
prompt  a  committee  of  Congress,  at  anoUier  pe- 
riod, to  censure  a  similar  measure,  urged  by  sim- 
ilar necessity,  and  piodottive  of  similar  benelt. 

It  it  thought  unnecessary  to  enter  minutely 
inta  an  inquiry  on  the  powers  of  either  the  War 
Department  or  a  Major  Qeneral  Commanding, 
to  raise,  on  emergency,  a  body  of  mounted  vol- 
unteers. We  shall  leave  this  discussion  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  cavilling  at  forms,  and  raising 
technical  objections  to  the  most  important  and 
necessary  measures.  Suffice  it  to  say,  thatGten- 
eial  Jackson  had  to  choose  between  two  modes  of 
raising  the  requisite  force :  the  one  productive  of 
pernicious  delay,*  and  calculated  to  insure  nlti^ 
mate  defeat ;  the  other,  more  simple,  less  expen- 
sive, and  creative  of  an  army,  fraught  with  ar- 
dent enterprise,  and  willing  to  endure  every  pri- 
vation in  giving  safety  to  their  brethren  of  the 
South.  To  ielect  was  not  difficult.  It  was  a 
ehoice  between  defeat  and  victory ;  the  full  per- 
formance of  an  urgent  duty,  or  the  disgrace  of 
the  General  and  the  destruction  of  his  army. 

The  committee  are  grossly  erroneous  in  assert- 
ing that  Qeneral  Jackson  appointed  the  officers 
of  the  volunteer  corps.!  He  did  not  appoint  one 
of  them.  It  is  true  that  he  appealed  to  the  offi- 
cers who  had  gallantly  fought  with  him  in  the 
wilderness  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  on  the  plains 
of  New  Orleans,  and  egain  roused  them  to  the 
defence  of  their  frontiers.}  But  their  appoint* 
ments  to  command  were  in  all  cases  made  by 
the  choice  of  the  men  they  brought  into  the  field; 
and  many  of  the  officers,  high  in  rank,  accepted 
subordinate  commissions.  Colonel  Hayne  was 
ordered  to  take  command  of  the  volunteers,  to 
organize,  muster,  and  march  them  to  the  frontier. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark,  before  quitting  this 
subject, that  the  field  officers  of  the  Georgia  troops 
were  appointed  by  choice  of  the  men,  after  the 
concentration  of  the  militia  on  the  west  bank  of 
Oakmolgee,  and  beyond  the  civil  jurisdiction  of 
Georgia. 

In  page  5,  the  commitiee  remark  that  the  whole 
strength  of  the  S^minoles,  when  combined,  did 
not  exceed  one  thousand  men,  opposed  to  whom, 
under  Cknerai  Gainea,  were'*  1800  regulars  and 
militia,  besides  1500  Indians,  illegally  subsidized 
by  the  last  meaiioned  General.  What,  then,  in 
this  state  of  the  case,  becomes  of  the  plea  of  ne- 
cessity ?*'  I  will  ask,  if  the  committee  did  not 
know,  that  correct  information  of  the  numbers 
and  positions  of  the  Indians  was  only  obtained 

*  See  Doc.  A.        tSae  Doe.  M. 

:|:  The  importaiice  of  rapid  movement,  at  that  time» 
is  best  proved  by  a  reference  to  Doc  F.  oooEtaining  an 
extract  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  ^buckle,  thott  at  Fort 
Scott ,  in  an  extremely  dii&BnIt  situaliCMB. 


afiitr  the  termination  of  the  campaign  1  General 
Gbinei  was  led  to  believe,  from  his  inquiries  on 
this  sulnect,  that  the  number  of  the  Seminoles 
exceeded  3,800  warriors.  Would  it  have  been 
prudent  to  march  half  this  number  of  men  to  the 
frontier,  had  the  General  eyen  believed  the  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  to  be  exaggerated  ?  The 
strength  of  the  Seminoles  might  easily  have  been 
augmented  by  auxiliary  baod«  from  the  more 
easterly  parts  of  Florida,  and  it  became  General 
Jackson's  duty,  under  this  consideration,  to  raise 
such  a  force  as  would  iofsure  success  in  every 
emergency*  Can  it  be  wrong  to  act  against  an 
enemy,  with  a  larger  force  than  his  own :  or  is  it 
impolitic  and  unmilitary  to  use  that  superiority 
wbich  will  insure  success?  Such  a  principle 
may  govern  those  who  lead  men  to  battle  to  grat- 
ify ambition,  and  weave  barren  laurels  for  their 
brows.  But  such  battles  General  Jackson  ne? er 
has  fougbt,  and  never  will  fi^ht.  He  has  too  dear 
a  regard  for  the  character  ot  bis  country  and  the 
lives  of  her  citizens,  to  endanger  either  in  oaeless 
contests;  and  far  may  it  ever  be  from  him,  to 
draw  either  on  the  purse  or  the  blood  of  the  Re- 
public, to  purchase  the  wreath  of  unprofitable 
glory. 

It  is  said  that  the  Indians  were  illegally  subsi- 
dized by  General  Gaines.  Generaf  MitchelPs 
letter  of  the  14th  December,  1817,  to  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  War,  apprizea  the  Department  that  the 
friendljT  Indians  should  be  employed;  aod  Gene- 
ral GaineS)  in  a  letter  of  the  2d  December,  also 
informs  the  Secretary  of  the  contemplated  eia« 
ployment  of  Indians;  which  communication  waa 
received  at  Washington,  on  the  26ih  December. 
If,  then,  the  Executive  were  early  apprized,  of 
General  Gaines's  intention,  the. Secretary,  by  not 
disapproving  the  measure^  adopted  it;  and  the 
committee  knowing  this  iact,  in  attributing  im* 
proper  and  ille(;al  views  to  Qeneral  Jackson,  only 
afford  an  additional  diaplay  of  splenetic  hostility 
to  the  armjTy  and  the  most  wanton  and  studied 
disregard  of  truth. 

The  committee  accuse  the  General  of  disobe* 
dience  of  orders^  inasmuch  as  he  disnyarded  the 
injunction  to  General  Gaines  to  abstain  fro^  ai- 
taokinff  Spanish  garrisons,  without  special  instruc* 
tions  from  the  Department. 

It  is  a  clear  principle  that  no  order  given  to 
one  officer  can  be  made  part  of  an  order  subse- 
quently given  to  finother  officer,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  tbe  same  duty,  without  a  special  reference 
to  the  firsthand  an  express  direction  to  be  governed, 
by  it,  Jackson's  orders  were  general:  he  was 
told  to  terminate  the  conflict,  and  give  tranqoilUty 
to  the  frontier ;  and,  in  these  orders,  no  instruc- 
tions can  be  found  for  his  government  by  the 
ordera  previously  given  to  General  Gaines.  In 
selecting  the  means  of  accomplishing  the  objects 
of  the  campaign,  the  commanding  General's  pow- 
ers were  discretionary,  and  for  bis  judgment,  in 
using  those  powers,  was  he  alone  responsible. 
Theoniy  mode  in  which  he  could  have  disobeyed 
the  ordeif  was  either  to  have  remained  inactive 
at  Nashville,,  or  to  have  adopted,  such  measures 
as  wonld  have  been  more  pernicious  thfui.  inac- 
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tiTity.    In  either  ease,  his  eondaet  woald  have 
been  yoaxXj  reprehensible. 

Bat  admit  the  orders  of  Gkoeral  Qaines  to  be 
obligatory  on  General  Jackson— the  case  contem- 
jilated  by  thete  orders  never  occurred.  The  In- 
diana were  not  fonnd  noder  the  gans  of  the  Span- 
ish fort,  bnt  were  sheltered  within  it.  It  was 
their  depot,  firom  whence  the?  drew  their  poblic 
stores,  both  of  ammnnition  and  proTision.  Span- 
ish officers  escorted  parties  of  Indians  to  place 
them  in  security  from  oor  attacks.  The  war  was 
(danned  in  St.  Mark's.  The  Indian  power  of  at- 
torney was  executed  there,  and  countersigned  by 
P.  C.  Luengo,  the  commandant;  and  the  coun- 
eiis  for  the  arrangement  of  every  warlike  move- 
ment were  held  in  the  quarters  of  that  officer. 

If  these  facts  had  been  known  at  the  War  Of- 
fice, it  is  not  be  be  doubted,  that  an  order  would 
hare  been  issued  for  the  seizure  of  St.  Mark's. 
For  when  they,  and  the  acts  of  the  General  in- 
duced b^  them,  were  known,  the  President  ap- 
proved of  the  measure.  It  had  not  been  conceived 
that  the  Spanish  officers  had  made  themselves 
parties  in  the  war ;  and  no  previous  order  could 
have  been  expected  to  meet  a  case  which  was 
not  supposed  to  exist. 

In  paffe  6,  the  committee  remark,  that  '*  here 
also  at  (St.  Mark's)  were  taken  two  Indian  chiefs, 
one  of  whom  pretended  to  possess  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  ;  they  were  hong  without  trial,  and  with 
little  ceremony."  The  committee  have  forborne 
to  sUte,  that  Francis  the  Prophet  had  long  been 
one  of  our  direst  and  most  daog^erous  foes— that 
he  had  a  Brigadier's  commission  from  Great 
Britain — and  that  he  successfully  employed  his 
superstitious  influence  and  the  promises  of  his 
transatlantic  friends  to  instigate  his  deluded 
brethren  to  deeds  of  rapine  and  massacre.  They 
seem  also  to  have  forgotten  that  HomathlimieO) 
the  other  chief,  had  hntded  the  party  who  in  cold 
blood  murdered  Scott  and  his  unhappy  com- 
panions—struck the  reeking  tomahawx  into  the 
Dosoms  of  defenceless  women,  and  ^*  dashed  out 
the  brains  of  their  infants  against  the  boat." 

Was  it  mere  *^  technical  retaliation"  under 
which  these  monsters  were  executed,  or,  waa  their 
death  an  awAil  but  just  punishment  for  their  un- 
hallowed crimes?  It  is  wrong  to, speak  of  the 
policy  of  executions;  and  I  trust  that  mere  policy 
shall  never  be  urged  as  an  excuse  for  depriving  a 
fellow-being  of  existence ;  but  criminals  are  exe- 
cuted both  for  example  and  punishment,  and  the 
awful  example  made  of  Francis  and  Homathli- 
mieo  had  a  wide*spread  influence.  Two  Indians 
had  been  taken  with  them  and  relcMed ;  and,  in 
a  few  days,  the  whole  Ochesee  tribe  surrendered 
at  discretion.  They  wore  treated  humanely,  fur- 
bished with  transportation  and  provision,  and 
sent  into  the  Creek  nation. 

An  effort  is  made  by  the  committee  to  show, 
that,  at  the  time  General  Jackson  beliered  the 
war  to  be  ended,  he  had  resolved  on  oecnpyiag 
Pensacola.  To  establish  this  obargcj  they  more 
than  once  refer  to  extracts  from  his  letters, 
wherein  he  states  that  the  Semtnolee  are  dispersed 
and  their  m^ane  of  annoyance  destroyed,    it  will 


be  recollected,  that  these  letters  were  written  after 
the  end  of  that  part  of  the  camnaign  which  was 
conducted  in  Bast  Florida,  and  had  a  neee^ary 
reference  to  the  General's  success  in  securing^ 
that  portion  of  onr  frontier  immediately  open  to 
the  incursions  of  the  Bastern  Seminoles.  At  the 
time  the  despatches  were  written,  the  numbers 
of  hostile  Indians  in  West  Florida  were  unknown ; 
and,  without  attributing  to  General  Jackson  the 
powers  of  prophecy  andmagic,  it  was  impossible^ 
in  stating  '*  the  Seminole  war  was  ended,"  that 
he  meant  to  extend  the  remark  to  all  future  ag- 
gressions, both  01^  the  eastern  and  western  ex- 
tremities of  our  Southern  border.  The  Seminoles 
in  Bast  Florida  were  dispersed,  not  exterminated ; 
their  towns  were  burnt  and  their  cattle  taken 
from  them ;  of  course,  when  scattered  and  in  a 
state  of  starvation,  the  commanding  General  safely 
said  the  war  with  them  was  at  an  end.  But 
the  means  of  subsistence  they  might  soon  anin 
procure  from  labor  and  the  sympathy  of  tbeir 
Spanish  friends  east  of  Sahwannee— and,  these 
obtained,  they  still  possessed  the  power  of  concen- 
tration and  incursion ;  although  it  wasconfldently 
trusted  that  the  awful  lesson  which  they  received 
would  have  a  permanent  salutary  influence: 

In  West  Florida,  the  same  outrages  bad  for 
some  time  been  committed,  almost  daily,  on  the 
frontier  of  Alabama;  and  the  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Bibb  of  the  19th  May,  which  was  received 
on  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  the  Bscambia. 
plainly  showed  that  the  territorial  border  called 
as  loudly  for  defence  and  security  as  the  frontier 
of  Georgia. 

Bast  and  West  Florida  were  similarly  situated; 
both  were  inhabited  by  Indians  hostile  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  both  had  British  instigation  cher" 
ished  and  matured  this  spirit  of  hostility,  and  I* 
each;  had  the  savaf^es  a  depot,  whence  they  drew 
their  warlike  munition,  and  on  which  they  could 
retire  in  case  of  defeat.  Of  all  these  facts,  the 
General  had  the  fullest  proofs;  and  with  these 
proofs  before  him.  he  hati  to  choose  between  re- 
tiring from  Florida  into  Tennessee,  content  with 
doing  half  his  duty  by  securing  half  the  frontier, 
or  executing  hts  orders  entire,  by  pursuing  the 
same  courte  to  tranquillize  the  West,  which  ha 
had  successfully  adopted  in  the  Bast. 

I  mean  not  now  to  enter  upon  a  defence  of  the 
occupancy  of  Pensacola.  General  Jackson  be- 
lieved it  necessary,  and  therefore  he  did  it.  If  it 
saved  the  life  of  a  single  frontier  settler,  it  was 
right  t  and  it  can  only  be  proved  wrong  by  show- 
ing, that  there  was  not  a  single  body  of  Indiana 
in  West  Florida  at  the  time  reosacola  was  occu- 
pied. The  savages  west  of  Pensacola  Bay  were 
scattered  in  the  swarope,  obtainindTf  after  their 
dispersion  by  the  movemenu  of  Major  T'oung's 
and  General  Jackson's  advance  into  the  country, 
a  miserable  subsistence  by  hunting  and  depreda- 
ting on  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants.  Had  these 
Indians,  irriuted  by  defeat,  been  granted  access 
to  their  old  depot,  they  would,  in  parties  of  ten 
and  twenty,  have  committed  more  murders  on 
our  open  borders  than  could  ever  have  sat  easy 
on  wneral  Jackson's  couseieoce,  had  any  act 
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or  MgleoC  of  h'm  facilitated  tbeit  commlssioo, 
C019190A  sense  as  well  ais  DatioQsl  law  prohib- 
it apy  vioUticui  of  Deuiratity  10  prevent  aa  at il 
remoiely  prospective.  But,  where  ibe  eipeoied 
danf  ar  is  both  of  vital  character  aod  ceriaia  oc« 
ctt(reiice»  to  neglecJt  any  mcaoa  of  preveotiog  it 
is  not  onlv  falsely  gcoerous  but  grossly  crimiasl. 
lodividoals  may  make  such  sacrifices,  when  mere 
personal  danger  or  incoavenience  i»  apprehended, 
but  to  avert  so  dreadful  en  evil  as  the  murderous 
incursion  of  a  savage  foe,  all  accessible  means  of 
secprity  and  prevention  are  imperiously  called 
Cor.  Men,  who  know  the  lodian  character,  are 
wieU  aware  of  the  folly  of  defetnsiye  operations  to 
restrain  their  massacres  and  predatory  ejq)editions. 
If  the  whole  army  had  been  extended  in  a  cordon, 
along  the  Sonthern  frontier,  they  would  have 
been  laughed  at  by  the  Indians.  Relieved  from 
all  apprenensioo  of  attack,  and  the  privation  of 
iheir  Spanish  depots,  they  would  have  leisurely 
concentrated  their  forces,  and  broken  the  cordon 
at  almost  any  point  It  was  then  neoessa^ry  to 
attack  them,  and,  as  in  West  Florida  they  never, 
were  imbodied  the  General  had  either  to  march 
his  whole  army  in  pursuit  of  each  little  squad  of 
warriors,  and  exterminate  them  in  detail,  or  to 
adopt  feuch  measures  as  would  relieve  his  army 
from  useless  toil  and  bloodshed,  and  bis  country 
from  unoecesflary  expense.  This  measure  was 
tl»e  provisional  occupatioo  of  Florida.  It  was  an 
act  of  necessity;  the  necessity  we  were  under, 
in  all  cases,  to  protect  tke  lives  and  liberties  of 
o«r  citizens.  If  the  occii|>ation  of  Amelia  Island 
is  justifi&ble,the  seizure  of  Pensacola  is  still  more 
so;  for  the  lives  of  our  citizens  are  of  infini^tisly 
gicftter  importance  than  the  plunder  of  our  com* 
flMiee,  and  the  security  of  a  frontier  fromlntijan 
invaaioq^  of  muck  grieater  iotereat  than  the 
prevention  of  aoiMgglipg. 

T^  destroy  jtkft  sfatiered  parties  in  WSeat  Fior* 
ida,  Ceptain  Boyles,  with  two  companies  of  rnn* 
geis,.  was  ordered  to  scoor  the  country,  end  kls 
gallantry  and  success  are  well  known. 

In  DSg^e  seven  of  the  report  there  is  aaentencis 
oaloulated  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  terms  of 
eapituUtioA  were  forcibly  imposed  upon  the  Goy- 
ernor  and  garrison  of  Pensaeola.  Tkese  terms 
were  proposed  by  tke  Governor  lumself,  before 
•anreodettng  the  Barancas;  and.  were  follir  ac- 
ceded to,  except  ia  such  points  as  affecited  the 
secnrity  of  the  occupancy,  and  the  ojbjects  of  the 
oampaigB. 

It  was  unneeessary  to  remark  that  GenesalJack- 
son  ehoHshed  tke  revenue  laws  of  Spain,  (p.  6.) 
Tke  ca4>iiulat}Qa  engaged  for  the  tranyportntion 
of  ail  the  officers  of  Qovernment,  civil  and  mili- 
tarfi  10  Havana.  What  then  became  of  their 
revenue  laws?  The  Governor  virtually  aboU 
ished:  them  himaeli* 

It  is  not  a  fact  tkat  all  the  officers  o^"  the  new 
Qovecnment  were  military  men.  The  tetnporary 
Governor,  Colonel  King,  is  an  offieer  of  the  Army.; 
but  civil  officers  were  appointed  in  the  different 
departments  from  among  citizens ;  end  Mr.  Mor 
Kenzie.  a  native  of  Mobile^  was  pkjiced  at  i<he 
kftad  <^  the  mngisftraey.    The  etiil  rigkte  of  tk» 


inhabitents  were  secured  to  them,  and  in  some 
iostances  particular  privileges  of  individuals  Were 
held  sacred,  which  were  totally  repugnant  to  the 
nature  of  our  political  institutions. 

In  the  ninth  page  of  the  report,  there  is  a  re- 
mark, that,  before  General  Jackson  could  make  a 
hostile  movement  on  the  Spanish  posseeeioas, 
they  must  have  "  opposed  him  hy  physical,  noi 
by  moral  force.''  It  is  not  easy  to  understand 
this  distinction ;  but  I  presume  the  committee 
mean  by  mortUfirce,  th^  use  of  persuasion  and 
instigation  among  tbe  Indians,  aod  furnishing 
them  with  arms  and  ammtinition.  If  the  ose  <S 
such  a  moroZ  force  is  not  to  be  opposfld  en4 
avenged  without  an  infraction  of  natural  law 
and  the  Constitution,  in  what  a  situation  are  we 
placed  I  The  adoption  of  such  a  principle  for- 
ever puts  a  stop  to  frontier  emigration,  aod  tke 
proud  spread  of  our  hardy  population.  It  de- 
clares to  the  enterprising  settler  of  the  wilderness, 
that  it  is  illegal  to  protect  him  from  Indian  incurs 
sion ;  and  it  says  to  the  infamoor  emissaries  of 
Britain,  Your  safety  is  now  secure;  go  among 
our  Indians,  and  by  gold  and  superstition  spirit 
them  to  reiterated  outrage ;  deluge  our  frontier 
in  blood — we  dare  not  touch  you — standing  un- 
der the  shelter  of  our  Constitution,  your  punish- 
ment would  be  a  steb  to  the  libeifties  of  our 
country. 

In  regard  to  General  Jackson's  prder  to  Qtor 
erpl  Gaines  to  occupy  St.  Augnstine,  it  ie  onlf 
necessary  to  say,  that  it  was  issued  in  cooformitjr 
to  the  same  principle  which  governed  the  GKm? 
eral  in  all  his  movements  in  Florida;  viz:  That, 
where  the  Spaniards  identified  tbemselvea  with 
the  Indiana,  by  arming  or  sheli^riog  them,  they 
were  to  be  treated  as  enemies  in  oar  own  defence- 
one  of  the  most  aacred  necessities  imposed  on 
man. 

In  page  eleven,  the  committee  ask,  ^  If  these 
things  are  admitted  in  the  South,  will  aot  tkey 
be  considered  aa  authorized,  in  the  Nortk  1  I  an- 
swer, yea. 

It  ii  needless  to  remark  on  that  part  of  tke 
report  which  regards  the  execution  of  Arbathnot 
and  Ambrister.     The  committee  admii,  "thitt, 
having  left  their  countfy  and  united  their  fate 
with  sarages  with  whom  the'  United  States  were 
at  waf ,  they  forfeited  their  claim  to  the  protec- 
tion of.  their  own  Goxernment,  and  s^bjeciisd 
tkemselvea  to  the  same  treatoDteot  wbicb  ought, 
according  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  tke 
American  Gevernment,  to  be  extei^d«d  towards 
those  with  whom  they  were  aasoeiated,"    If  their 
crimes  merited  punishment,  (and  where  in  tke 
catalogue  of  depravity  cao  we  find  a  blacker  erimc 
than  the  excitement  of  savages  to  batoher  women 
and  children  ?)  and  the  civU  powers  of  our  oounr 
try  had  no  jurisdiction  over  ilieir  acts,  it  re- 
mains only  to  state,  thai  General  Jackson  bad  the 
right  and  the  power  to  execute  the  law  of  nature 
and  natiooa  upon  them.    If  4he  two  great  points 
are  admitted— the  guilt  of  the  prison  era  and  the 
power  of  the  Geiieral— what  object  have  we  in 
cavilling  at  the  mode  of  their  trial  ?    An  error 
in  .the  formfd  past  of  the  proceediaga  wotild  net 
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hftve  proved  the  innocence  of  the  acctrsed,  and  of 
coarse  could  not  vitiate  the  whole  transaction. 
If  the  conduct  of  these  men  had  been  sach  as  was 
impated  to  them,  their  death  was  richly  merited. 
And  if  it  is  even  admitted  that  General  Jackson 
in  punfshinc  such  monsters  erred  in  formalities, 
the  establishment  of  their  gnilt  and  the  applica* 
tion  of  the  corrective  not  only  eonsammated  his 
duty,  but  repaired  all  the  insubstantial  defects 
which  might  have  given  impunity  to  crime. 

To  conclude  :  these  remarks  are  presented  to 
the  world  from  a  deep  conviction  that  (he  report 
of  the  committee  not  only  does  the  greatest  in- 
justice to  General  Jackson,  but  in  Its  character 
and  tendency  is  destructive  of  our  dearest  rights, 
Bvety  citizen  of  the  Republic  is  wanting  in  doty 
to  his  country  who  does  not  solemnly  protest 
against  so, novel  and  unconstitutional  a  ftroceed- 
log.  If  Inquisitorial  investigations  can  be  insti-* 
luted  into  the  c'hiiracter  of  individuals,  at  the  will 
of  the  legislative  branch  of  our  Gbvernitifent/ 
why  did  the  areat  framera  of  our  Constitution 
give  us  a'Juaiciary  inif  Sxecutive?  If  the  Sen* 
ate  can  assumt  the  judicial  and  Executive  funct 
tions,  why  may  not  the  t^resident  usurp  the  legifl<* 
lati ve  po#er  7  If  such  a  ptei^detic  iandfuiesced 
in  by' the  honorable  bodyfrom  one  of  whose  com* 
miftaca  it  a maoated,  it  is  greaiW  to  be  feared  thai 
aach  an  tfBurpatioo  wtJi  be  iaioitely  mon  daa- 
geroua  than  the  open  effarts  of  ambitioo,  even 
when  supported  by  the  liceniiomnesaof  staudhag 
avBlius. 

WASBtAoTOii,  March  5, 1819. 

P.  S.  It  has  been  intimated  that  some  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  have  expressed  their  regrei^ 
that  all  the  facts  on  the  subject  of  their  inquiry 
liad  not  been'obtainied  before  they  ihade  their  re^ 
port.  No  excuse  is  left  them  for  not  procuring 
all  the  facts;  for,  General' Jacksod  stated  to  one 
of  the  selecreottrrifttee  that  heWas  willing  R>  ap- 
pear before  them  as  a  witness,  and  expoae  to  them 
all  thedtfcuAictils  iA  his  possession*  It  should  be 
recollected  that  the  General  himself  furnished 
the  copy  of  bis  order  (o  Gkneral  Gaines  respect- 
ing the  seizure  of  St.  Augustine, 

CVRCtftAR.    A. 

tIa'Aba*k8,  Dt7iBtoN  OF  ras  Sobtti, 

'  NdihcilU,  Jan,  n,  ISIS.    - 

$ip :  The  deminole  Indians  have  raised  (he 
war- hatchet.  They  have  stained  our  land  with 
tbf  biood  of  our  citisens«  Their  war  spirit  must 
be  put  dowo^  and  ibev  taught  to  know  that  their 
.  safety  depends  upon  toe  friendship  and  proteciiop 
of  the  United  States.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
pA  of  one  regiUfteot  of  uiounted  gun-men,  of  bn€ 
thousand  men,  completely  armed  and  equipped, 
and  to  serve  during  the  campaign,  is  asked  from 
West  Tennessee.  Can  you  raise  them,  and  he 
ready  for  the  field  in  ten  days  ?  If  you  can,  your 
Generpil,  who  led  you  to  victory  en  the  plains  of 
Talledega,  Bmuckfau,  and  Tohopeka^  asks  yob 
to  accompauy  him  to  ihe  heart  of  the  Seminole 
towns,  and  there  aid  in  giving  peace  and  safety 
to  thd  SdoiAerti  fVoblier.    liko  htoi^er  is  expected 


in  five  days,  and  It  is  anticipated  that  the  number 
required  is  now  ready.  This  is  a  private  appeal 
to  the  patriotism  of  MTest  Tennessee,  and  is  not 
to  appear  in  a  newspaper.  If  the  regiment  is 
raised  and  marched,  all  expenses  for  expresses 
shall  be  paid.  Bjr  the  return  of  the  express,  you 
are  expected  to  give  your  opinion  of  the  proba- 
bility of  the  result,  that  preparations  may  be 
made  accordingly.  Colonel  H.  Dyer,  Colonel 
Gibson,  Colonel  Williamson,  Colonel  George 
Bliott,  Major  William  Mitchell,  Major  John 
Smith,  of  Montgomery  county.  Colonel  Martin, 
of  Williamson,  and  Captain  V.  Ellis,  of  Dixon 
county,  have  alone  been  addressed  on  this  sub- 

iect.  The  grade  of  the  officers  to  be  determined 
»y  themselves,  or  the  platoon  officers  of  the  regi- 
nlent.  The  officers  raising  companies  to  com- 
mand them.  tJpon  further  reflection,  it  is  re- 
quested that  those  officers  named  above,  and  all 
such  as  can  raise  a  company,  will  meet  me  at  this 
place  on  the  19th  of  the  present  mouth.  Punc- 
tniility  in  this  is  much  desired ;  And  it  is  further 
requested  that  all  those  officers  who  have  served 
in  the  late  war  will  be  confidentially  notified  of 
the  foregoing.  l  have  the  hotior,  d^e. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Oeneralcommanii^, 

True  6opy-J.  C^  BRONAUGH,  U.  8L  A. 

B. 

HBADUi%8,  DlVIStON  OP  tttS  SotJft, 

NaaMUe,  Jan.  11, 1918. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  orders  frdm  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  0oited  States  to  repair  to  Port  Scott, 
Geor|[ia,  with  frtstructions  to  call  upon  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  neighboring  States  for  such  addi- 
tional militia  force  as  may  be  deemed  necessa- 
ry to  co-operate  with  alt  the  disposable  regular 
troops  of  tne  Southern  dfvision,  against  the  Sem- 
]t30les.  I  hav«  this  night  addressed  circulars  to 
several  of  those  brave  officers  who  served  with 
me  during  the  Creek  campaign,  under  a  hope 
that  a  timely  address  to  the  patriotism  of  our 
'cirizens  will  enable  me  to  efl^ct,  hf  voluntjiry 
ertlistment  what  would  otherwise  have  to  be  done 
by  drafts.  I  have  called  for  one  thousand  mount- 
ed then,  and,  shuuld  the  appeal  prote  ineffica- 
cious, tvitl  embrace  the  earliest  opportOnlty  of 
tbakinz  the  requisition  on  yon  for  li  like  number 
of  drafted  militia. 

I  have  received  your  lettefof 'the' 4th  instant, 
and  amf  happy  to  hear  of  the  iratifieation  of  the 
trV^ty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

With  ^es]iect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Ckfieral  eommandifig. 

Gh>v.  McMiNii,  of  Tennessee. 
True  copy— J.  C.  BRONAUGH,  U.  8.  A. 

C. 

""        HxAoa'^s,  DiviajQn  of  ^hb  Soutb, 

Naahvillei  January  Id,  1818. 

Sir  ;  I  have  ih«  faobor  to  aicknowkdge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yeor  orttor'of  ikm  80th  «llifllo,  which 
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reached  me  lest  night ;  its  conteDts  are  daly  noted, 
aod  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

I  have  received  no  late  advices  from  Qeneral 
Gaines,  although  I  have  for  some  lime  expected 
the  return  of  the  express  sent  to  him  on  the  24ih 
of  November  last.  Taking;  into  view  the  strength 
of  the  Semiooles  and  their  adherents,  as  reported 
to  you  by  Qeneral  Qaioes,  and  the  aggregate  of 
bis  strength,  regulars  and  militia,  amoontiog  to 
about  one  tnousand  eight  knndred  meih  which 
cannot  possibly  afford  a  like  number  of  efieciives; 
considering,  likewise,  that  the  greater  portion  of 
his  forces  are  draughted  militia,  from  Georgia, 
who  may  apply  for  their  discharge  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  from  the  time  they  were 
first  mustered,  and  who  may  be  disposed  to  claim 
this  right,  and  abandon  the  campaign,  about  the 
time  1  could  reach  Fort  Bcott,  i  have  deemed  it 
both  prudent  and  advisable  to  call  from  the  west 
end  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee  for  one  thousand 
volunteer  mounted  gun-men,  to  serve  durini;  the 
campaign.  .  With  this  force,  in  conjunction  with 
the  regular  troops,  I  can  act  promptly,  and,  with 
the  smiles  of  Heaven,  successfully,  against  any 
force  that  can  be  concentrated  by  the  oeminoles 
and  their  auxiliaries*  Viewing,  however,  the  lives 
of  our  citizens  as  too  precious  to  be  risked  in  a 
contest  with  savages,  with  the  odds  of  two  to 
one,  unless  where  real  necessity  demands  the  ex- 
posure, I  have  therefore  written  to  the  Qovernor 
of  Georgia  to  continue  in  the  field  the  one  thou- 
sand men  required  by  General  Gaines. 

The  result  of  the  appeal  I  have  made  to  the 
patriotism  of  those  brave  men  in  West  Tennes- 
see, who  have  so  often  followed  me  to  the  field  of 
danger,  will  be  known  by  the  19th  instant,  and  I 
hope  to  leave  this  for  Fort  Scott  on  the  22d.  Of 
my  movements,  and  success  in  raising  the  mount- 
ed volunteers,  you  shall  be  advised. 

It  may  appear  to  the  Government,  on  the  first 
view,  that  mounted  men  are  the  most  expensive ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  rapidity  of  their  move- 
ments, the  amount  of  quartermaster's  expendi- 
tures for  pack-horses,  baggage- wagons,  and  other 
means  of  transport  indispensable  to  footmen,  in 
this  instance  saved,  mounted  gun-men,  as  auxil- 
iaries in  such  a  campaign  as  the  one  contem- 
plated, will  be  found  to  save  both  blood  and  trea- 
sure to  the  United  States.  The  volunteers  that 
have  been  invited  to  the  field  are  of  tried  mate- 
rials, and  such  as  can  be  relied  on  in  the  day  of 
danger  and  trial.    With  respect,  ^. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Mc^OT  General  commanding. 

Hop.  J.  C.  Calboun,  Sec^ry  qf  War. 
Troe  copy  : 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH,  U.  S.  Army. 

D. 

HfiAna'BB,  Division  of  the  South, 

Na$hvilU,  January  13, 1818. 

Sir:  Being  advised  that  the  assistant  deputy 
quartermaster  general  of  General  Gaines's  bri- 
gade has  resigned,  and  being  unadvised  as  to 
qaartermaster's  foods  withio  toe  eerenth  depart- 
ment, I  have  to  reqotst  thoc  neeeaaary  fonda  be 


forwarded  to  Cluariermasler  General  Gibson,  at 
Fort  Scott,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  meet  me  at 
that  place  without  loss  of  lime. 
Should  the  one  thousand  volunteer  roounied 

fun-men  attend  to  my  appeal  to  their  patriotism, 
shall  send  on  a  confidential  agent  to  Georgia, 
to  have  the  necessary  supplies  for  them  procured 
and  forwarded  by  the  quartermaster,  if  any  there, 
to  Fort  Gaines ;  and,  if  none,  by  the  agent  sent, 
with  instructions  to  draw  on  Cluartermaster  Gen- 
eral Gibson  for  the  amount  of  bis  purchases  $  this 
is  done  to  facilitate  the  march  of  the  volunteers 
called  for.  I  need  not  observe  that,  without  quar- 
termaster's funds,  an  army  cannot  be  wielded 
either  with  promptitude  or  effect.  Promptitude 
in  the  present  campaign  will  be  a  great  saving  to 
the  United  States,  both  in  character  and  purse. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ^. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding, 
Hon.  JoBM  C.  Calhour,  Sec^ry  of  War, 
True  eopy :  - 

i.  C.  BRONAUGtl,  U.  8.  Army. 

£. 

HoADa'na,  Division  of  tbi  Soutb, 

NashviUe,  January  19, 1818, 

Sib  :  I  am  instroeted  by  the  coaraandiof  €kn- 
eral  to  direct  that  yoo  march  yoor  volonteer  regi- 
ment of  monnted  gon-n^en  to  FavetteviUe^  to  be 
there  on  the  Slat  Inataot,  complely  armed  and 
equipped,  and  prepared  to  march  for  Fort  Seoit, 
in  Georgia,  for  a  six  months?  toor.  Yoor  troops 
will  furnish  themselves  uniiljhey  reach  Fayette- 
ville,  with  their  own  provisions  and  forage;  the 
former  of  which  will  be  reimbursed  them  by  the 
contractor,  and  the  latter  by  the  dtiartermasiei. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  M.  GLASSBLLj  Aid-decamp. 

To  Colonels  Dtbb  db  Williamsoic. 

True  copy : 

J.  G.  BRONAUGH,  U.  S.  Army. 

F. 

HsADa'BS,  DivtsioM  or  tbb  Sootb, 

NlatMikj  January  20, 1818. 

8iB :  1  have  received  yoor  letter  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  and  have  to  regret  the  situation  in  which 
voo  are  unfortunately  placed.  BverT  effort  will 
be  made,  however,  to  relieve  you. '  1  ahall  leave 
this  for  Fort  Hawkins  on  the  22d  ;  and  two  regi- 
ments of  mounted  voliroteers  will  rendecToos  at 
Fayettevflle.  Tennessee,  on  the  Slat  instant,  and 
proceed,  by  roreed  march,  direct  to  oor  Booihern 
frontier. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Gkoi^a  militia 
has  instructions,  this  day,  not  to  invite  a  general 
engagement  with  the  Indians,  bot  at  all  hazard 
to  aid  you  in  relieving  Major  Mahlenburg. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
'Maj.  Gen,  com'g-  DiD.  of  the  South. 

Col.  Abbuoklb,  com^g  at  Fort  JScotL, 
Troe  eopy : 

jr.  C.  BRONAUGH,  U.  J3.  Army. 
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H. 

HfADa'AS,  D1VI8IOII  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

Nashville^  January  21, 1818. 

Sm:  You  will  repair  to  FajrettevilJe,  Teanes- 
see.  OQ  ttie  31st  insttDt,  and  there  muster  and 
reeetve  into  the  serriee  of  the  United  States  for 
six  months,  if  not  soooer  disebai^ed,  two  regi- 
meots  of  toouDted  Tolnnteeis.  As  soon  as  mus- 
tered, yoa  will  assnoie  the  eommaad  of  ^hese 
troo{M,  and  make  every  pre|N»atioD  t»  faeiiitate 
their  march,  Tia  Fort  Jaekson  by  the  most  direct 
and  praotieabJe  route  to  Fort  fikott,  on  the  Flint 
rirer.  Yon  are  authorized  to  organize  and  ap- 
point such  a  brigade  staff  as  you  may  deem  ne* 
cessary  to  the  accorapiishmeat  of  the  duties  as* 
signed  you»  Erery  confidence  is  placed  in  your 
known  activity  and  skill"-*and  you  are  clotiied 
with  all  discretionary  power  to  facilitate  the 
march  of  the  volunteers  to  the  designated  post. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj.,Gen.  com'g  Div.  of  the  South. 

Co).  A.  P.  Hath E,  Impector  QeneraL 
True  copy : 

J.  C.  BRONAtlOH,  K  S.  Amy. 

I. 
DsPABTifSNT  or  War,  March  7, 1818. 

ScR :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  9th,  and  that  of  the  15lh  ultimo. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  expressing  to  you  my 
entire  i^pprobation  of  the  measures  you  have 
ado[)ted  to  insure  a  prompt  movement  of  the 
patriotic  volunteers  confidea  to  your  command. 

It  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  there  is  no  public 
arsenal  for  that  section  of  the  countrr,  from  which 
arms  and  equipments  could  be  drawn.  The 
course  which  you  have  taken  to  remedjr  the  evil, 
I  trust,  will  be  effectual.  So  fiir  as  it  may  be 
practicable,  let  the  arms  be  preserved,  and  return- 
ed after  the  campaign  closes  to  the  owners. 
WheM  this  cannot  be  done,  let  the  aeeoant^  prop- 
erly Tonolied,  be  paid  by  the  (^oart^i master^  Dc- 
parimeint. 

The  bill  drawn  00  account  of  supplies  of  every 
kind  wiii  be  paid  when  presented  to  this  Depart- 
ment. Upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  paymasters  of  the 
fourth  and  seventh  regiments,  tor  the  payment  of 
the  militia  before  they  are  discharged.  General 
Jackson  will  adopt  such  measures  as  mtjr  be- 
proper  to  secure  this  objecu  The  desire  or  the 
President,  that  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar forecs-shovld  be  charged  with  the  expenditures 
of  the  campaign,  is  the  only  obstacle  to  appoint- 
ing the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  officers 
of  the  Tennessee  brigade.  Erery  attention  will 
be  giren  to  secure  the  object  of  their  wishes. 

I  am  w^It  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
eonse,  to  organize  efficiently  and  saiisfaolorily  to 
the  offieers  and  men,  a  ▼(Msmteer  corps  for  the 
field.  In  Ih^,  present  instance,  the  pride  and  spi- 
rit of  veterans,  aided  by  patriotism,  and  directed 
by  experienced  intelligence,  hare  handsomely 
surmounted  every  obstacle.  Thealacrity  with 
which  the  brave  Tefttlesseeatos  have  again  re* 


somtd  their  arms  in  defence  of  the  conairy,  is' a 
sufficient  earnest  that  their  efforts  will  be  sucecas- 
fnl,  and  that  their  efficiency,  joined  to  the  gallant 
exertrons  of  ether  corps,  will  speedily  terminate 
the  conflict.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

J*  G.  CALHOUN. 
Col.  A.  P.  Hatnb, 

iHspedor  €kiu,  FkHi  Scatty  Ga. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  C  Calhoun^  Secretary  of 
War,  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackwn,  dated  mh 
January,  1818. 

<' Your  letters  of  the  12th  and  13lh  instant  are 
received.  The  measures  you  have  taken  to  bring 
an  efficient  force  into  the  field  are  approved,  and 
a  confident  hope  is  entertained,  that  a  speedy  and 
successful  termination  of  the  Indian  war  will 
follow  your  exertions.^ 

{bxtract.J 
Dsr AnTMBnT  of  WAB,.Fefr.  6, 1818. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe're- 
eetfit  'of  your  letter  of  the  80th  ultimo,  and  to 
aeqoaint  yen  of  the  entire  approfantion  of  the 
President,  of  all  the  meaaores  which  vou  have 
adopted  to  terminate  the  ruptnre  with  the  In- 
diana. 

The  honor  of  our  armv,  as  well  as  the  inteiest 
of  our  eoiontry,  requires  that  it  ahonld  be  as  saeed- 
ity  terminated  as  practicable ;  and  the  eonfiaence 
reposed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude  assures  us 
that  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditiona  as 
will  make  it  honorable  and  permanent. 
I  have  the  hpnor,  dbo. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Mnjor  Qen.  A.  J^CKeoii, 

f\>H  Seott,  Gfeoryto. 

RoBBRT.  BoTLBR.  Adjuuut  Qeaeial  of  the 
eottlhern  division  of  cne  Army  of  the  United  States, 
being  duly  sworn,  testifies,  that,  in  the  Suoamer 
or  FaU  of  1817,  Mr.  John  Donalsen,  of  the  neigh- 
borhood of  NashriUcy  went  to  Pensaaela  nnd  por- 
ehaaed  iouof  land  there,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Oovernor*  That  the  deponent  has  heard  that 
Mr.  Jnmea  Inokson  of  Naanville  was  ooneemed 
with  hia,  and  was  the  only  person  eonaemed. 
He  niso  understood  that  Denelson's  first  view 
in  going  to  Penaneola»  was  for  the  benefit  of  his 
heiutfa^  That  Mr.  Donaben  is  nephew  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  wife.  ThaA  he  does  not  know  the 
nmonnt  of  Donelaon's  parehaae.  Tliat  he  does 
not  know,  nor  does  he  believe^  that  Gkneral  Jnek- 
sen  had,  or  eypeeted  to  have»  an^  interest  it  said 
pucehase;  nor  did  he  ever  hear  it  snggeated. 

The  deponent  further  aaith,  that  on  the  11th 
January,  1618,.  Qeneral  Jackson  addressed  a  eir- 
enfair  to  the  old  volunteer  officers,  to  raise  volnn- 
teera  for  the  Seminole  campaign,  in  which  the 
IbUowing  clause  is  found :  "  The  grade  of  the 
officers  to  be  determined  by  themselves,  or  the 
^toctt  officen  of  the  regiment«-the  officers  rais- 
ing compnndea  to  command."    The  deponeni  has 


im7 


AFBBfDISL 


4mm 


BuMude  Wot^SHtictttT^  'ifit'Mtt*  X4iMsV#  J^$p9ti» 


httrd  tlitt  ao  cleetion  was  hel^  and  the  raak  of 
the  field  oAcers  tstablished  ia  taat  wa^,  aod  aot 
aippoiotad  by  Qcneral  Jadtoo,  as  stated  in  ibe 
dapeaedt'«  aflldavit  before  the  eoanmittea  of  the 
Senate  at  poiitire^  wh«a  theileponeDt  then  stated 
it  as-taauter  of  opinion  only ;  alto,  that  the  Gk)7* 
ernor  of  Tennessee  was  at  Naslivllle;  wbioh  it 
appears  from  i^ereo^  to  papers  Was  not  the  case. 
The  deponent  further  slates,  that  General  Jack* 
son  received  information  at  St.  Mark's  on  his 
return  from  Siiwany^  that  t^ere  were  about  aix 
bnadred  hostile  lodiahs  at  Pensacola,  who  re* 
ceired  ammunition  and  provisions  ffom  the  Gov* 
ernor;  in  consequence  of  which  the  Generfeil 
ordered  Liearenant  Sands,  of  the  artiMerjr,  to  Mo- 
bileL  to  hold  two  pieces  of  the  field  artillerv  in 
readinet^s  for  his  orders.  On  the  arriralot  the 
army  at  Fort  Gadsden,  the  General  received  in* 
fornftation  of  several  murders  having  been  com- 
mitted on  the  Federal  ro^d,  and  was  shown  a 
letter,  said  to  be  private,  from  a  gentleman  at 
Pensaeola  to  Mr.I/oyle,  as'^e  deponent  believes^ 
Vta^ng  tbafatoVge  mnaber  oflMiAnB  were  then  in 
PansaeciAa^attd-dapredatiaf  on  tbo  property  of-  the 
oilMenar  tbts  IvftdroMitioa  datermiaed  tbe  Qeoe^ 
ml'  10  oiiaBfe  hia  rmiia  for  Tettoeasae  by  Pea8a>> 
oola^aad  ordars  werefi<reB  toOoloael  Gibaailta 

"^roeeed  ta  MaWe,  aB«  aflbrd  Lieotanaat  Bands 
every  facility  in  moving  the  artillery  to  Fbrt 
lioat^omery,  to  await  the  General's  oroer^  which 
wiaa  fiven  oft  neariag  iba  Baeamtaia  by  espmss , 
faqtititDg  the  anUlary  to  form  a  junotioa  with 
tba  «rmy  after  oroaaing  that  riv^r,  wbiab  waa 
eiaoiHed.  Tha  Qeneiai^  reraarked  to  tba  depo- 
nent on  anrdr  to  Penaaeolai  that,  if  ba  foaad  the 
information  true  on  reftcMog  that  piaee,  he  would 
detiajiad  0 iuitenldar  of  it;  and  the  deponent  be- 
iiaves  that  the  detenmnAion  6f  the  Gaoeitl  to 
occupy  Pensaeola  aad'tt^naeas,  waa  made  on 
receiving  the  protest  of  the  Governor,  and  learn- 
ing  that  his  provisions  were  stopped  by  him  at 
the  foiWMv  Mice. 

Thatj  at  >tlia  time  the  army  attatAcad  liaeka- 
an^y,  th^re^wtsra  not  more  tha«  %^t  bvodf^d 
tiMio  warrJevafnaMlied;  nor  ddesuhe  depaaant 
belleire  i^ereW#re,  ai  any  time  dttrlog  ibawar, 
mm9  than  fivei  or  sfz  hundred  imbodied  at  any 
ihaplaba.  That,  fromth^ natareof  thaanbject, 
fliia  aif teoiant  meat  4>e  «o»jcetiwaL    TIkat  ihe 

'  eoeaiiy*#  wtrriorsware  in  ganemi  well  airoKd. 
That  /depaoehr  was  laid  theM'Wara  aba«t  lbir« 
teem  htHnh^ed  saola  at  Snwanee,  of  which  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  Wereflghtin|f 
tbao.  That  our  atfmy  bad  one  nan  killed  wdA 
fborWaODded,  m  actkiis  with  the  Indiana^  dtnaqg 
ih«  eaaapaiga,  aad  two  killed  at  tba  Baraacn. 

Dtfponaat  fimher  aaya,  that  •General  Atokson 
received  from  a  priirate  aotfree,  a  plan  of  the  fo^- 
Iteii  of  St.  Augustine ;  «nd;  as  ibe  deponent  b^- 
li^vas,  itWaa  aent  to  the  Qen^ral.at  StMailL^ 
Of  Fort'Gadsden,  ai\er  hisveturii  from  Sinraoee. 
That  General  Jaekson  had  under  his  command, 

*-  in  Florida,  from  reealleciioa,  about  eighteen 
hundred  regulars,  voiunreers,  aad  militia^  and 
about  fifteen  hundred  Indians  under  MelotoBh; 
And  thajt  the  Indians  were  received  aqd  muatered 


into  the  service  of  tbe  United  States,  under  the 
orders  of  brevet  Major  General  Gaines,  and  mus- 
tered out  of  semee,  nnde^r  ffae  or#ara  •of  Major 
General  Jackson,  by  at^gultrr  officer. 

This  deponent  deeaK  it  doe  to  hbnartrie'atate, 
that  the  ^position  wibltsfaed  with  the  repottof 
the  nommittceiof  the  Senate,  wider  his  naaae, 
was ffot written  by  him,  but  wastalntn  down  by 
Mr.  BurriU,  oi  tiiat  oeaamictae,  and  a  proause 
given  to  the  deponent  that,  when  it  wm  thrown 
lata  farm,  it  would  be  aubmitt#d  for  eorreotion 
and  Btgnaiaee,  which  was  not  done,  although  the 
oommittee  were  twice  inforaaed  ny  one  of  its 
nemhera,  at  the  reqoest  of  the  deponent,  that 
parts  thereof  were  not  correct ;  heaoe  the  depo- 
nent was  not-  able  to  give  the.  necessary  eorrec- 
lion  which  he  would  have  daae,from-  an  eiami- 
nattOB  of  papers  and  neGlssary  refieotion.  . 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 


^WiasHmhtONl-iliarc^  8, 1819. 

On  an  ex'arnlntition^before  the  apeciaf  commit* 
tee  of  the  Senate,  on  the.  subject  M  the  Seminole 
war,  I  was  iold  by  the  honoratfe'Mr.BurrilKone 
of  the  committee,  that  what  he  (Mr  Bufrill) 
then-took  down,  of  my  testimonv,  was  a  memo- 
randum; and  if  used,  that  my  depOftitfon  should 
be  written  out,  and  submitted  to  Dae  for  correc- 
tion. The  deposition  was  not  submitted;  but 
was  aent  at  once  to  the  prioterjwho,  beHeviog 
that  several  words  were  omitted,  scot  \t  (o  me  for 
rerisai;  I  ihen  waited  on  two  of  the  committee, 
Mr.  Lacock  and  Mr.  Burrili,  and  obtained  leave 
to  strike  out  a  part,  but  they  wottld  not  permit 
me  to  make  any  adaitioos.  The  parts  struck  out 
were  not  material.  What  I  wished  to  add,  waa 
the  substance  of  an  order,  the  following  ellracl 
from  which  1  beg  leave  to  make  a  part  of  this 
deposition. 

Ja6wB<<»/  am^tdet  to  Chimed Oibmh  dkrf^ 
**OiMp;ilB  iHLBa  BASTor  9T.jMjkaK^, 

<*  General  Mcintosh  and  biff  warriors  will'  be  at 
Fort  Scott,  and  will  probably  take  much  of  the 
supplies  ordered  up]  and,  as  tbe'Tenn^asev  iri>l- 
unleers  will  pass  from  Gadsden  i6  that  point. -fae 
wishes  you  to  despatch  a  boAtwith  a^  IVttfher  stip* 
piy ;  and'sbouid  the  eoro  have  af rHr^- nt>m Nt w 
Orleans  last  ordered)  you  will  forward  a  eonaid- 
.erable  quantity,  aho^to  enable  the  roltiiiteers' 
horses  to  reach  Fart  mwktns." 

>«ROBISRT  SUTI^VR, 

:fi4fkMinf  €FtnertiV* 

The  order  fraoi  which  this^xuact  in  madei  to- 
geiher  with  the  order  from  which  the  f<iUowing 
IS  ex^actedi  were  submitted  liurough  Mr.  Baton 
tc  the  comoiittee.  I  beg  kaveaiso  to  >make  the 
second  exmct  a  part  of  thiadepositioo^ito  wit: 


E^aet  ofjMoihet  ieitef^tlf  Colakci  Gib^onidMUd 
"iSjBFORB  St.  MABK'a^  April  9, 1818. 
*<  This  is  carried  by  one  of    ti&o&e  deluded 
wretcbea  who  have  ashed  for  peacp»  aad  it  is 
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ffnnt«d  thein<—17  men,  18  women,  aad  30  chil- 
dren have  surrendered,  and  they  atk  permission 
to  pass  bjr  water  to  Fort  Gkidsden ;  this  is  granted 
them,  and  they  will  remain  here  until  tht  roooer 
retarns,  by  whom  you  will  write  to  the  com- 
manding  oflieer  of  St.  Mark's,  Captain  Vashon, 
under  what  twdge  yoo  will  know  them. 

*•  ANDREW  JACKSON.» 

Signed,  GEO.  QIBSON. 

District  of  Columbia, 

County  of  Washington,  to  wit : 

On  this  third  day  of  March,  1819,  Qeorge  Gib- 
sou  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the 
matters  and  things  as  set  forth  in  the  annexed 
statement,  are  true  as  stated. 

Sworn  before  JOSEPH  FORREST. 


From  the  National  JntelHgmcer  of  March  SO,  1819. 

MS.  LACOCK'8  REPLY  TO  THE  FOREGOING 
»  STRICTURES/'  dtc. 

Haring  recently  seen,  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, Strictures  of  an  erroneous  character,  upon 
a  report  made  b]r  a  select  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate,  OD  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war,  and 
being  the  only  member  of  that  committee  now  at 
the  Seat  of  Go?ernment,  it  seems  to  be  a  duty  I 
owe  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
committee  of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  to  my 
own  character,  to  offer  some  remarks  on  those 
Strictures.  In  the  first  place  it  is  necessary  Co 
observe,  that,  on  appfying  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  I  was  informed  by  them, 
in  writing,  that  they  were  authorized  to  give  up, 
as  the  authors  of  the  strictures,  the  names  of  two 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Could 
I  bare  brought  myself  to  believe  thatthose  young 
men*  were  the  real^  as  they  were  the  ostensible, 
authors  of  those  strictures,  they  would  ha?e  been 
treated  with  silent  pity  and  commiseration,  and 
their  production  would  have  remained  forever 
unnoticed  by  me.  But  charity  for  those  men, 
and  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  forbid 
this  conclusion.  We  must  look  to  a  higher  source 
for  their  author.  Those  young  men  were  aids  to 
General  Jackson,  or  belonged  to  his  military  fam- 
ily. Some  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  stric- 
tares  were,  it  seems,  furnished  from  his  own  pri- 
vate bureau,  for  they  could  not  be  obtained  in  the 
War  Office.    The  personal  in?ectives  indulged 


*  Thoee  officers  were  examined  by  the  committee ; 
they  dieeeveied  (but  more  especially  one  ofthem) 
talents,  and  mnch  energy  of  character,  that,  if  tem- 
pered with  prudence,  cannot  fidl  to  make  them  usefhl 
membere  of  eoetety ;  and  a  tenderness  for  them,  bor- 
dering on  parental  regard,  has  induced  me  to  withhold 
their  namee  from  the  public,  knowing  that  '*  public 
rebolto  hardens  the  hevt,"  and  believing  that,  wheli 
Ihej  have  numbered  my  years,  they  will  look  back  on 
tha  wDgoarded  Istties  of  yoolh  with  sorrow  and  re- 
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in,  in  the  strictures,  correspond  entirely  with  his 
previous  obser?ations  in  the  public  taverns  and 
oall*rooms  of  Washington ;  for  it  is  a  fact  noto- 
rious, and  cannot  be  denied,  that  on  those  occa- 
sions he  was  vociferous  in  his  imprecations,  and 
violent  in  his  threats,  of  personal  vengeance,  even 
to  cutting  off  the  ears  or  some  of  the  members  of 
the  select  committee,  and  this  while  the  subject 
was  before  the  Senate;  and  some  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  who  dared  to  animad- 
vert upon  his  conduct,  or  even  to  doubt  his  infal- 
libility, were  menaced  in  nearly  a  similar  manner* 
Under  these  circumstances,  there  seems  to  be  no 
unfairness  in  considering  that  General  Jackson  is 
the  real  author  of  those  strictures,  or  at  least  that 
he  approved  of  and  assented  to  the  publication  ;* 
and  that  those  gentlemen  (with  more  gallantry 
than  prudence)  were  induced  to  step  forward  and 
take  upon  themselves  a  responsibility  that  the 
General  himself  felt  unwilling  to  encounter.  And 
it  is  for  him  to  decide  how  far  it  was  just  and 
proper  for  age  and  experience  to  take  advantage 
of  the  exuberant  ardor  of  youthful  feelings  and 
attachments,  and  by  this  means  induce  the  offi- 
cers in  question  to  hazard  their  reputation  and 
future  prospects  in  the  Army,  by  acts  of  incon- 
siderate rashness.  As  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  entitled  to  equal  prifileges  with 
all  others.  As  military  officers,  they  were  held 
strictly  subordinate  to  the  civil  power.  An  act 
of  Congress  declares,  that  every  officer  shall  be 
cashiered,  or  otherwise  punished  by  court-martial, 
who  shall  even  speak  contemptuous  or  disrespect- 
ful words  of  the  Congress  or  the  I|niied  States, 
or  of  the  Legislatures  or  Governors  of  any  of  the 
States  in  the  Union.  And,  by  rules  and  regula* 
ttons  established  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
the  officers  are  forbidden,  under  like  penalties, 
from  {publishing  ia  newspapers,  or  otherwise,  ob- 
servations disrespectful  of  each  other. 

And  it  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  instance 
in  which  a  military  officer,  whose  conduct  was 
the  subject  of  investigation  before  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  has  ventured  to  charge  that 
body  with  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
with  ezereisinff  inquisitorial  power.f  Or  that  a 
committee  of  either  branch  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature  has  been  charged  with  the  ^  most  wanton 
and  studied  disregard  to  truth.''  and  the  most 
t»  foul"  and  "  dishonest  motives."  But  how  far  it 
is  either  for  the  honor  or  interest  of  the  nation 
thus  to  submit  to  military  dragooning  and  news- 
paper chastisement,  by  military  officers  who,  it 
is  believed,  visited  the  Seat  of  Government  for 
that  purposes  and  ^ow  far  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  should  be  subject  to 
this  kind  of  discipline,  for  the  conscientious  dls- 
charge  of  official  duties,  imposed  by  the  unani- 

*  If  the  reader  entertains  any  doubts  as  to  the  au- 
thorship of  the  Strictures,  they  will  be  removed  on 
reading  the  deposition  of  Colonel  Orr,  in  which  it  will 
be  seen,  that  General  Jackson  obtained  from  him  a 
fast  which  he  asked  leave  to  make  use  o(  and  that  tha 
iact  is  made  use  of  in  the  Strictures. 

t  Bee  the  lut  paragraph  ol  the  Strietures. 
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moos  Toice  of  that  body,  it  for  the  proper  anthor- 
ities  to  determine* 

I  shall  now  state  faithfully  the  proceedings  had 
in  the  Senate  and  before  the  committee,  on  this 
subject,  pledging  myself,  and  appealing  to  others, 
for  the  correctness  of  every  fact  stated. 

On  the  18th  November,  1818,  the  President's 
Message  to  both  Houses  of  GoAf  ress  was  re- 
ceived. In  this  Message  the  President  refers  to 
the  Seminole  war,  and  promises  to  present  to 
Congress  the  documents  respecting  it. 

On  the  4th  December,  1818,  this  volume  of 
documents  was  received  in  manuscript  and  sent 
to  the  printer.  On  this  day  (and  not  on  the  18th, 
as  stated  erroneously  in  the  strictures)  the  reso* 
lotion  was  offered  in  the  Senate,  for  raising  the 
committee  on  this  subject ;  it  was  considered  on 
the  7th,  and  postponed  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  18th  December,  when  it  was  modified  and 
enlarsed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  and  unani- 
mously  adopted*  This  delay  was  occasioned  by 
the  Senate's  not  having  previously  received  the 
documents  from  the  prmter. 

There  had,  however,  been  made,  in  the  Sen- 
ate, a  call  on  the  President,  for  further  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  this  resolution,  offered 
on  the  16th  December,  was  agreed  toon  the  17th, 
and  the  call  was  complied  wtth  on  the  28th  De- 
cember, by  Message,  and  another  volume  of  doc« 
uments  furnished. 

These  documents  were  not  received  from  the 
printer  until  the  1st  or  2d  Februarv,  1819.  But 
a  copy  of  them  had  been  received  by  each  mem* 
ber  of  the  Senate,  through  the  medium  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  whom  they  were 
first  sent,  on  the  27th  or  28th  January,  and,  on 
the  day  they  were  received,  the  committee  were 
called  together.  At  this  meeting  all  the  mem* 
bers  being  present,  Mr.  King  made  a  motion  that 
the  commiitee  should  ask  the  Senate  to  diseharffe 
them  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  question  on  the  motion  was  put,  and, 
four  members  voting  in  the  negative,  it  was  of 
course  lost. 

And,  at  this  time,  the  committee  ordered,  un- 
der the  authoritv  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  Aids  pt  General  Jackson,  and  such  other 
persons  as  the  chairman  might  think  necessaiy, 
should  be  summoned  before  the  committee  for 
examination* 

This  order  was  complied  with,  witnesses  were 
summoned,  and  the  ezeminatioa  proceeded,  from 
dav  to  day,  as  the  witnesses  appeared,  subject 
only  to  the  delay  and  interruption  that  arose  from 
the  indispensable  necessity  the  membere  of  the 
committee  were  under,  of  attending  to  their  other 
official  duties. 

Thus  the  inquirv  was  prosecuted,  until  the 
cojnmittee  were  told  by  the  chairman,  that  he 
knew  of  no  other  evidence  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  obtain.  And  at  this  time,  as  on  former 
occasions,  particular  inquiry  was  made  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  generally,  and  of  Mr. 
Baton  particularly,  whether  it  was  known  that 
further  testimony  could  be  obtained,  or  whether 
they  wished  that  other  witnesses  should  be  sum- 


moned, and  the  answers  to  tliese  inqniries  were, 
in  the  negative* 

The  testimony  being  thus  considered  as  closed 
the  nature  of  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  Senate 
was  then  discussed,  and  all  the  points  involved 
by  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson,  on  which 
there  could  be  any  doubt,  were  distinctly  stated 
in  writing,  and  separate  qaeations  taken  on  each 
of  them*  On  tho  first  point,  of  raising  and  or- 
ganizing the  volunteers,  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  committee  was.  that  it  was  illegal.  The 
second  point,  the  rignt  to  pursue  the  enemy  into 
Florida,  wa«  decid^  unanimously  in  the  affirm- 
ative. And  on  several  other  points,  the  commit- 
tee were  divided,  three  disapproving  the  conduct 
of  the  commanding  General,  and  two  justifying 
or  excusing  it* 

The  decision  of  the  committee  being  thus  had, 
the  chairmaa  was  ordered  to  prepare  a  report  in 
conformity  to  the  princij^les  established  by  the 
committee.  About  this  timcj  however,  another 
circumstance  took  pdace,  which  necessarily  oc- 
casioned some  delay  in  obtaining  further  evidence. 

Mr.  fiatoo  tnfomed  the  chamnaft  pf  the  com** 
mittee,  that  he  had  heaMl  Qetterai  Jackson  say, 
at  his  lodgings,  that,  after  he  had  left  the  Flori- 
das,  he  had  issued  an  order  to  General  Gaines,  to 
take  possession  of  St.  Augustine,  and  that  this  or- 
der had  been  countermanded  by  the  Department 
of  War. 

The  chairman  having  ascertained  this  to  be 
the  fact,  by  a  letter  dated  February  8.  called  on 
the  Department  for  this  correspondence,  which 
was  furnished  on  the  evening  or  the  12th  of  the 
same  month. 

These  documents  never*  before  having  been 
called  for,  were  not  previously  transmitted ;  nor 
was  this  design  of  taking  St.  Augustine,  (after 
the  close  of  the  war,)  koown  to  the  committee 
until  this  disclosure  ;  and  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary that  the  documents  should  accompany^  and 
be  taken  notice  of  in  the  report.    If  further  evi- 
dence be  necessary  to  convince  the  most  incred- 
ulous 'Uhat  no  improper  or  unnecessary  delay 
was  observed  in  making  the  report,"  it  will  1)6 
furnished  by  the  following  facts :  The  Senate  of 
the  United  States  is  connected,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, with  the  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
treaty-making  power. 

On  the  9th  or  10th  of  February,  the  chairmaa 
of  the  committee  was  confidentuilly  informed 
that  the  treaty  with  Spain  would  probably  be 
brought  to  a  favorable  result,  in  a  short  time ; 
and  a  suggestion  was  made,  that  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  occupation  of  Florida  might,  by 
possibility,  affect  the  negotiation,  if  made  pre- 
vious to  (he  signing  of  the  treaty. 

These  facts  and  suggestions  were  immediately 
communicated  to  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  committee,  and  more  especially  to  Mr.  Kix^(, 
whose  experience  in  diplomatic  coacerns  gave 
him  a  full  opportunity  of  forming  a  correct  judg- 
ment on  the  subject. 

This  gentletnan^  with  two  other  members  of 
the  committee,  besides  the  chairman,  aflre«i  that 
the  report  should  be  kept  back  a  few  days,  until 
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the  ir%9LXf  uraa  reoeiTed.  On  B|oDda]r,  tb«  22d  of 
February,  this  treaty  was  seot  to  the  Senate;  on 
the  9ith,  it  was  ratified ;  and,  on  the  same  day, 
the  report  was  made.  And  this  accoaats  for  the 
only  delay  that  was  not  occasioned  by  the  diffi- 
culty  of  obtaining  the  eridence  proper  to  an  un- 
der^standing  of  the  case,  and  which  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  committee  sooner  to  obtain* 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  charge,  in  the  stric- 
tures, that  the  report  was  kept  back  to  injure 
General  Jackson,  is  totally  without  foundation. 
And  it  is  equally  untrue  that  *^  hU  Jiienit^^  on 
the  committee  had  no  opportunity  of  making  a 
defence.    The  same  time  was  afforded  them  to 
make  a  defence,  that  was  given  to  the  chairman 
to  write  the  report.    They  were  present  when 
the  decision  of  the  committee  was  made,  and  the 
chairman  received  his  instructions.    A  counter 
statement  might  have  been  prepared  and  offered, 
in  the  manner  purjsued  by  Colonel  Johnson,  in  the 
House  of  RepreseBtativcs ;  or^  if  thiacoune  should 
have  been  thought  ineligible,  or  irre{;ular  when  the 
report  was  made  to  the  Senate,  it  might  have 
been  called  up  at  any  time,  and  a  resolution  of- 
fered, approbating  or  excusing  the  conduct  of 
General  Jackson,  and  this  resolution  might  have 
been  prefaced  by  reasons  at  large,  in  opposition 
to  the  reasons  offered  by  the  committee,  and  thus 
the  minority  on  the  committee  would  have  had 
a  full  opportonitv  of  laying  before  the  public  the 
resttlt  of  their  deliberate  opinions  on  the  subject. 
Neither  is  it  true,  "  that  the  chairman  decaned 
annexing  the  customary  resolutions  to  the  report." 
But,  oo  the  contrary,  the  fact  is  known  to  every 
member  of  the  committee  that,  when  the  chair- 
man presented  the  report,  the  question  was  put 
by  him,  whether  resolutions  should  be  annexed, 
and  the  committee  decided  unanimoualy  in  the 
negative.    But  it  appears,  by  the  strictures,  that 
the  chairman  of  the  comiBittee  has  been  almost 
the  sole  actor  on  this  occaaion,  and   has  had 
the  entire  control  of  the  committee,  and  of  the 
Senate, 

The  author  of  the  Strictures,  in  thus  giving 
importance  to  the  individual  concerned,  has  un- 
intencionallf  done  him  too  aoiach  honor,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  which,  at  the  expense  of  the  ^nate, 
he  begs  leave  to  decline,  desirous,  as  it  relates  to 
himself,  of  being  only  considered  what  the  Sen- 
ate had  con^ituted  him«-the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee.  As  their  organ,  he  was  sub- 
ject to  their  control,  and  acted  in  conformity  to 
their  instructions ;  as,  in  like  manner,  the  com- 
iDittee  was  controlled  by  the  Senate,  and  bound 
to  observe  the  instructions  receivea  from  that 
body* 

And  it  was  a  source  of  no  smali  gratification 
to  the  committee  to  find  that  their  conduct  in  the 
iavestigation  was  approved  by  the  Senate,  and 
that  it  was  so  approved  is  manifest  from  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

*  The  word  <*  Mends/*  is  used  u  a  quotation  from 
the  Siriciores.  It  is  certain  that  General  Jackson  had 
not  an  enemy  on  the  committee,  although  his  conduct 
waa  disapproved* 


On  the  17th  February,  1819,  Mr.  Forsyth,  a 
member  of  the  select  committee,  resigned  hie  seat 
in  the  Senate,  and  of  course  was  no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee^  and,  on  the  same  day,  a 
resolution  was  offered  in  the  Senate  proposing 
that  another  member  should  be  added  to  the  com* 
mittee  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Forsyth.  On  this 
question  a  discussion -took  place,  and  it  was  ex- 
pressly and  repeatedly  stated  that  the  remaining 
members  of  the  committee  were  equally  divided^ 
that,  unless  the  vacancy  was  filled,  no  report 
could  be  made  to  the  Senate.  The  nature  ofthe 
report  to.be  made,  and  the  additional  evidence 
procured,  was  also  fully  disclosed. 

The  members  of  the  committee  opposed  to  the 
report,  particularly  Mr.  King,  stated  to  the  Sen«> 
ate  that  his  object  was,  that  tne  committee  should 
be  discharged;  and,  that  the  Senate's  refusing  to 
add  another  member  to  the  committee  would  be 
equivalent  to  discharging  the  committee;  and. 
with  this  undenitanding,  to  try  the  principle,  ana 
take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  discharging  the 
committee,  Mr.  Eaton  moved  the  postponement 
of  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  to  a  day  be« 
yond  the  session,  and  on  this  question  the  yeaa 
and  nays  were  called— -16  members  voting  in 
favor  of  the  postponement  and  21  against  it.* 

Thus  it  appeara  that  tne  select  committee  of 
the  Senate  was  appointed  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  that  body ;  that  they  were  with  the  same  una- 
nimity vested,  with  powers  to  send  for  persona 
and  papers,  and  specially  instructed  to  make  the 
investigation;  and  that,  after  the  investigatioA 
had  been  made,  the  facte  disclosed,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  the  report,  then,  prepared,  were  made 
Itnown  to  the  Senate. 

That  body,  by  a  strong  majority,  refused  to  re* 
lease  them,  and  held  them  to  a  discharge  of  their 
duty ;  so  that  it  is  not  the  committee  alone,  bat 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  that  should  be 
considered,  as  they  really  are,  responsible  for  this 
transaction,  not,  unfortunately,  to  a  military  cMtf* 
tain^ot  wMkrmin  the  armyf  but  to  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

Ilunotthe  fiici,  as  stated  by  tlie  author  of  the 
strictures,  thai  Gteneral  Jackson  was  charged  in 
the  report,  with  actiag^  from  mercenary  motivea 
und  views  of  speculation  ia  Florida  Unds.  No 
such  charge  was  made;  neither  can  aoeh  a 
chi^rge  b^  fairly  inferred  from  any  part  of  the 
report. 

t'he  words  selected  by,  the  writer,  and  whioh 
ure  tortured  into  such  a  charge,  are  theae:  *^  The 
tendency  of  these  measures  of  the  commanding 
General  seems  to  have  been  to  involve  the  nation 
in  a  war  iprithout  her  consent,  and  for  reaaona  of 
his  own  unconnected  with  his  military  func- 
tions.'' 

In  these  observations,  there  is  no  charge  of  the 
nature  complained  of,  either  expressed' or  im- 
plied^  nor  was  any  such  designed ;  and  it  must 
have  been  extreme  sensibility  on  this  subject 
that  could  have  induced  the  author  to  have 

*  See  the  annexed  extract  fiom  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate. 
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drawn  sach  an  inference.  The  plain  and  obvi- 
0Q8  meaning  of  these  words  are,  that  General 
Jackfon,  as  a  niilitar]r  officer,  had  no  right  to 
Jadge  what  was  cause  of  war  with  a  neutral, 
and  his  attempting  to  reason  and  act  on  this 
subject  was  an  usurpatiod  of  the  civil  powers  of 
the  Government,  and,  of  course,  unconnected 
with  his  military  functions. 

But,  since  so  much  anxietv  has  been  discov« 
ey?d  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  so  much 
pains  taken  to  refute  a  charge  never  made  on 
iSeneral  Jackson,  but  by  the  author  of  the  strict- 
ures, it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  that,  had  the 
committee  been  disposed  to  receive  and  give 
credit  to  such  hearsay  evidence  as  that  on  which 
Arbttthnot  was  hunff,  there  might  have  been 
more  necessity  for  ihe  elaborate  defence  set  up 
on  this  point. 

And  thus  it  must  be  seen,  notwithstanding 
what  is  said  in  the  Strictures,  that  the  committee 
were  disposed  to  deaj,  not  only  with  fairness,  but 
with  tenderness,  towards  General  Jackson.  He 
was  heard  by  his  staff;  his  bosom  friends,  and 
the  members  of  his  own  family,  were  selected  as 
the  witnesses;  and,  when  a  call  was  made  in 
writing  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  informa- 
tion, it  was  sent  to  General  Jackson,  and  the 
inquiries  made  by  the  committee  were  answered 
bv  him ;  and  he  goes  at  large  into  the  reasons 
that  induced  him  to  occupy  Pensacola.  This 
letter  of  General  Jackson's  /was  received  and 
considered  by  the  committee,  and  will  be  found 
among  the  documents  accompanying  their  re* 

Sort.  Thus,  it  must  appear,  to  everv  unpreju- 
iced  mind,  that  General  Jaccson  had  not  only 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  of  furnishiuff  all  the  documents  in 
his  possession,  but  that  the  committee  were  anx- 
ious, as  well  on  his  account  as  on  account  of  the 
character  of  the  nation,  to  obtain  evidence  in 
justification  of  his  conduct. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  take  some  notice 
of  the  deposition  of  Colonel  Butler  annexed  to 
the  Strictures.  This  gentleman  was  examined 
before  the  committee,  and  his  testimony  was 
taken  down  by  Mr.  Burrill,  a  member,  and  after- 
wards read  to  him,  and  he  assented  to  it  as  writ- 
ten. After  which,  on  a  subsequent  day,  when 
some  other  witnesses  were  examined,  it  appeared 
there  was  a  material  variance,  on  a  oarticular 
fact,  between  their  evidence  and  that  ot  Colonel 
Butler ;  and  it  was  mentioned  to  Mr.  Baton,  by 
the  chairman,  that  the  probability  was,  that  the 
Colonel  had  been  mistaliell  as  to  that  fact,  and 
advised  him  to  mention  the  circumstance  to  him, 
that  ifj  6n  reflection,  he  should  think  he  had 
fallen  mto  an  error,  he  might  be  able  to  correct 
it.  This  information  was  given  to  Colonel  But- 
ler, as  Mr.  Baton  afterwards  stated,  and  the  Col- 
onel sent  word,  by  Mr.  Baton,  that  he  had^  on 
reflection,  discovered  bis  mistake,  and  desired 
the  committee  to  alter  his  deposition ;  but  Mr. 
Baton  was  requested  to  inform  the  Colonel  that 
he  must  attend  to  it  himself;  that  it  could  not 
be  done  in  his  abaence,  and  on  the  suggestion  of 
another. 


It  is  true  that  Mr.  Burrill  did  sute  to  the  offi-> 
cer  examined,  that  he  would  write  out  his  depo- 
sition in  a  fairer  hand,  and  he  would  be  called 
upon  to  sign  it.  But  it  is  a  fact  equally  true, 
and  which  should  have  been  stated  in  Colonel 
Butler's  last  deposition,  that  those  officers  left 
the  city  before  time  was  given  for  the  depositions 
to  be  made  out,  and  remained  absent  until  near 
the  close  of  the  session,  and  after  the  report  and 
documents  were  printed.  It  was  not  to  have 
been  expected  that,  after  the  fairness,  as  well  as 
the  kinoness,  of  the  committee,  towards  Colonel 
Butler,  as  it  regarded  his  testimony,  that  he 
would,  on  his  oath,  aAerwards  have  indulged 
himself  in  any  reflections  on  that  committee; 
more  especially  when  it  is  considered  (if  the 
Strictures  be  true,  and  it  is  believed  they  were 
written  under  his  eye)  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
another  fact  that  was  stated  by  him— that  of  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee  being  in  Nashville  when 
General  Jackson  called  out  and  organized  the 
volunteers.  There  is  no  disposition  felt  to  in- 
jure the  feelings  of  Colonel  Butler,  but  he  should 
not  have  invited  discussion  on  a  subject  of  such 
delicacy  to  himself. 

But.  to  silence  forever  all  clamor  on  the  sub- 
ject of  depositions,  and  to  remove  every  doubt 
from  the  minds  of  the  most  suspicious,  tney  are 
referred  to  the  original  depositions  themselves, 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
atCj  and  in  the  very  words  used  by  them,  and 
written  by  Mr.  Burrill,  and  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  witnesses  themselves.  And,  if 
the  trouble  be  taken  to  compare  the  original  de- 
positions with  the  printed  copies,  it  will  be 
found  that  not  a  single  alteration  was  made  but 
those  of  a  verbal  nature,  except  in  the  deposition 
of  General  Gibson,  in  two  paragraphs,  which 
were  made  by  himselfl  and  at  his  own  hand, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Burrill  and  the  chairman, 
and  after  his  deposition  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer. 

Having  already  observed  that  General  Gibson 
had  made  some  alteration  in  his  first  deposition, 
it  is  necessary,  for  a  correct  knowledge  and  ex- 

Sianation  of  this  subject,  to  refer  to  his  second 
eposition,  as  it  appeared  in  the  Intelligencer  oi 
the  10th  March.    In  this  it  is  stated,  that  Mr. 
Burrill  and  the  chairman  had  refused  to  let  him 
add  to  his  statement  two  letters  that  he  consid- 
ered necessary  to  illustrate  the  subject.    It  is 
true  that  General  Gibson  was  told,  that  he  might 
strike  oot  what  he  thought  proper  from  the  de- 
position, but  he  could  not  add  any  new  facts ;  for 
that  could  only  be  done  by  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee when  authorized  to  call  for  and  examine 
witnesses ;  that  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  Seminole  war,  having  made  their  report,  was 
out  of  existence,  and  no  power  remained  with 
those  members  who  had  composed  that  commit- 
tee more  than  any  others  of  the  Senate.    Gene- 
ral Gibson  then  stated,  that  ^  he  had  given  the 
letters  in  question  to  Mr.  Baton,  of  the  commit- 
tee, some  considerable  time  before,  and  requested 
him  to  lay  them  before  the  committee  and  have 
them  attached  to  his  deposition."    General  Gib- 
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son  was  then  iDforined  that  "  no  taeh  letters  had 
been  put  in  pnossession  of  the  committee  hy  Mr. 
Eaton.*'  This  conrersation  took  place  in  the 
Secretary's  office,  while  the  Senate  was  in  ses- 
sion. On  my  return  to  the  Senate  Chamber; 
Mr.  Eaton  was  asked  by  me,  pri?ately,  whether 
or  not  such  letters  had  been  receired  by  him 
from  General  Gibson,  he  said,  ^  they  had,  and 
he  had  not  thought  proper  to  lay  them  before  the 
committee." 

All  those  facts  relatire  to  the  letter  were  after- 
wards stated  by  me,  in  my  place,  when  the  Sen- 
ate was  in  session  \  and  Mr.  Eaton  was  called 
upon  to  state  whether  he  had  not  receired  such 
letters  and  withheld  them  from  the  committee ; 
and  he  stated  to  the  Senate  that  he  had,  and  that 
be  nerer  had  submitted  them  to  the  committee. 
Thus  it  will  appear  that,  so  far  from  refusing  to 
admit  the  introduction  of  those  papers  into  the 
statement  of  General  flibson,  the  committee  never 
knew  of  their  existence  until  after  the  report  was 
made.  It  is  but  fair  to  observe  that  General  Gib- 
son has  been  long  known  to  me,  and  no  one  is 
more  willing  to  subscribe  to  his  correctness  as  an 
officer,  and  private  worth  as  a  man  \  and  it  is  con- 
fidently believed,  that,  when  convinced  of  the 
fact,  that  he  has  charged  the  committee  with  an 
impropriety  of  conduct,  that,  if  improper,  can 
but  attach  to  a  single  member,  he  will  rejoice  at 
having  an  opportunity  of  correcting  the  error. 

In  a  postscript  to  the  Strictures,  it  is  stated  that 
General  Jackson  told  a  member  of  the  committee 
that  he  was  willing  to  ^ o  before  them  and  dis- 
close all  the  documents  in  his  possession. 

If  Gkneral  Jackson  did  say  this  to  a  member,  it 
must  have  been  designed  as  an  insult  to  the  com- 
mittee and  to  the  Senate;  he  must  have  consider- 
ed that  body  in  the  light  of  subalterns  in  the  Army, 
and  he  therefore  comeicenda  to  tell  them  that  he 
U  viUing  to  appear  before  their  committee. 

That  committee  was  vested  by  the  Senate  with 
full  power  to  call  every  officer  in  the  Government 
before  them,  and  it  was  not  necessarv  for  thh  Gen- 
eral to  have  given  this  evidence  of  his  great  con- 
descension, to  have  put  them  in  mind  of  the  ex- 
tent of  their  powers,  or  their  obligations  of  duty 
to  the  Senate. 

The  reasons  for  not  callinff  General  'Jackson 
before  the  committee  were  of  a  different  charac- 
ter, arisioff  from  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
he  officially  stood,  and  his  connexion  with  the 
subject  of  inquiry.  But,  if  the  General  was  wil- 
ling to  dbclose  other  documents  to  the  commit- 
tee, why  were  not  those  documents  transmitted 
to  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Government 
and  filed  in  the  War  Office,  from  which  they 
might  have  been  obtained ;  or^  are  we  left  to  pre- 
sume that  General  Jackson  is  in  possession  of 
facts  of  an  official  nature,  that  he  will  not  con- 
descend to  lay  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  be  ehoiddfed  himself  responsi- 
ble for  his  conduct  1 

There  is  one  charge  in  the  Strictures  that  ap- 
plies exclusively  to  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee— that  of  being  a  partner  with  the  contractor ; 
the  fallacy  of  this  charge,  as  well  as  its  deliberate 


design  to  infiieta  private  injury  on  a  man,  whose 
only  offence  was  an  independent  discharge  of 
official  duties,  is  fully  proven  by  the  annexM  de- 
position of  the  contractor  himself,  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin G.  Orr,  who  is  now  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Washington. 

I  shall  now  close  these  observations,  which 
have  been  extorted  from  me  by  the  peculiar  and 
violent  character  of  the  Strictures  in  question, 
and  the  source  from  whence  they  emanated.  It 
is  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  as  it  is  the 
first,  that  it  may  be  the  last  occasion  that  may 
occu^  to  impose  a  similar  dixij  on  a  member  of 
the  National  Legislature :  that  in  future  no  mil- 
itarv  officer  of  Government,  either  humble  or 
exalted,  will  so  far  lose  sight  of  the  duty  and  re- 
spect due  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  nation,  aa 
to  fall  into  similar  errors ;  and,  if  reason  were  for 
a  moment  allowed  to  assume  its  empire  in  the 
minds  of  the  most  violent  among  them,  it  would 
be  discovered,  that  inevitable  disgrace  to  the  in« 
dividual  concerned  would  be  the  consequence  of 
such  measures,  perhaps  the  prostration  of  the  army, 
whose  very  existence  does  and  ought  to  depend 
on  a  conviction  in  the  public  mind,  that  the  Mil- 
itary Department  of  the  Government  is  subject 
to  and  subordinate  to  the  civil  powers. 

While  this  principle  is  practically  observed  by 
officers  of  the  armyj  that  establishment  will  be 
found  useful,  but,  once  abandoned,  the  army  be- 
comes dangerous  to  public  liberty,  and  ought  and 
should  be  reduced. 

These ,  observations  arise  not,  as  is  allied, 
from  "  splenetic  hostility  to  the  army,"  but  from 
a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  and  make  it  ttsefol; 
and  time  will  discover,  unless  a  change  of  con- 
duct is  observed,  that  the  deadliest  enemies  of 
the  army  are  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  officers 
who  command  it.  And  under  these  impressioofl^ 
and  in  the  spirit  of  sincere  friendship  to  thoee 
officers,  the  writer  ventures  to  tender  to  them 
this  honest  advice :  That  they  chasten  and  mod- 
erate their  tempers,  and  restrain  the  violence  of 
their  rage  against  the  civil  officers  of  Ghivera- 
ment,  and,  instead  of  cutting  off  the  ears  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  sharpen  their  swords  to  meet 
tbeir  country's  enemies  in  the  field,  when  they 
shall  be  so  directed  bv  the  civil  powers.  Let 
them  ^* cease  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well;" 
never  forgetting  that  they  too  are  subject  to  legal 
control,  and  bnt^  at  best,  ^  subordinate"  servants 
in  the  ^reat  political  household. 

if  this  advice  be  taken,  their  former  transgres- 
sions may  be  forgiven  and  forgotten  hy  a  mag- 
nanimous people,  who  still  remember,  with  ymtt- 
tude  and  pride,  their  former  services.  But  if  this 
wholesome  and  friendly  advice  be  disregarded ; 
and  if,  in  despite  of  the  dictates  of  prudence  and 
reason,  they  will  perserere  in  this  career  of  mad- 
ness and  folly,  they  must  perish  in  their  military 
sins,  and  will  perhaps,  when  it  is  too  late,  be 
fully  convinced  that  it  would  have  contributed  to 
their  true  interest  and  honor,  to  have  listened  to 
and  followed  the  frank  and  eaAdid  admonitions 
of  their  friend,  ^. 

A.  LACOCK. 


S8r9 


A5?]PfiNDIX. 


2S80 


Ametft  ^Gapidin  OM 


EMiraetfrmn  the  J<mmal  cfihe  BmaU* 
WiDNBiDAT,  Febrotry  17,  1819. 

Mr.  Lacqck  sttbtnicted  tbd  followini^  tnotfdn : 
^£9ohedt  That  a  member  be  added  to  tMCommittoe 
abeady  appointed  on  die  inbieet  of  the  Siminole  war, 
•in  place  of  Mr.  Forivth,  who  haa  reeently  been  ap- 
pointed to  a  fbreign  nuanon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baton, 

That  the  farther  consideriition  (hereof  be  po^t- 

Soned  until  the  5th  da^  of  March  next,  it  was 
etermined  in  the  ueffative — yeas  16,  naya  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jjocock, 

The  yeas  and  trays  beinff  required  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  those  who  voted  in  (he 
mfirmatire,  are^ 

Messrs.  Crittenden,  Dickerson,  Baton,  Bd- 
trards,  Fromentin.  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Mor* 
row,  Otis,  Ragijles,  Sanford.  Dtokes,  Btorer, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  toted  in  the  negatire,  are-* 

Messrs.  Barbtmr,  Burrill,  Dagffett,  Bppes,  Gail- 
lard,  Goldsboroiaffh,  HorseY,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
Macon^  Melleo,  Noble,  Paimer,  Roberts,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Vandyke, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

The  motion  hariog  been  agreed  to— 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  ITppea  De  the  member. 

WA0B1MOTON  GOUMTT, 

Dittrict  of  CdunMa,  to  wit: 
Personally  appeared  before  the  eubseriber,  a 
Jistiee  of  the  Peace  for  the  eounty  aforesaid, 
Benjamin  G.  Orr,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
EvaDffjBlists  of  Almighty  God,  that  Abner  La- 
cock,  iBsq.,  late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
aylTania,  was  not  directly  nor  indirect! v  con- 
cerned with  him  in  any  contract  which  he  has 
had  with  the  War  Department,  at  any  time,  and 
partiealarly  with  that  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
which  the  author  of  the  Strictures,  on'the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  saya  "  it  has  been  mti- 
mated  that"  he  ^  was  interested"  in,  neither  was 
his  son  at  all  coucerned  further  than  as  an  agent, 
at  a  stated  salary  per  annum. 

The  deponent  further  saya  that,  a  few  days 
prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  ^strictnrca,"  in  coti- 
Tcrsation  witn  General  Jacksoh.  on  the  subject  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  he  was 
a»ked  by  the  General,  if  Mr.  Lacock,  who  had 
been  his  agent  at  Fort  Scott,  was  the  son  of  the 
Senator  of  that  name,  and,  on  beinff  answered  in 
the  affirmatiye,  he  further  asked,  if  he  might  so 
atate  it;  the  deponent  replied,  that  as  a  fact,  he 
might  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleased ;  but  that  he 
oonld  not  perceive  any  connexion  between  it  and 
the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  committee ;  and, 
baving  been  told  that  mornins  that  a  suspicion 
was  entertained  that  General  Lacock  had  been  a 
partner  in  his  Georgia  contract,  the  deponent 
took  that  opportunity  of  assuring  General  Jack- 
aon  that  it  was  wholly  without  foundation^  which 
the  General  admitted  he  had  been  apprized  of. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  17th  day  of  March,  1819. 

JOSBPH  FORREST. 


ARRB8T  OF  CAPTAIN  OBED  WBIGHT,  OF 
THE  GBORGU  MILITIA. 


[Communicated  to  die  House,  December  18, 1818.] 
To  the  Home  of  ReprteerUativtM  of  the  XJnited  States  t 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  lOtb  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  with  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Governor  of  Georgia  and  Major 
General  Jackson,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  of 
Captain  Obed  Wright. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DscBMBBa  12, 1818. 


Win  DapAftmaifr,  Dec.  12, 1818. 
In  compliance  with  the  resolutidn  of  the  House 
of  Representatires  of  the  10th  instant,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Gorernor  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  Major  General  Jackson,  relatiTe 
to  the  arrest  of  Captain  Obed  Wright,  transmit- 
ted by  them  to  this  Department. 

J.  C.  CALHOCm. 


EzEcuTrvB  DnpiRTKaNT,  GaoaoiA. 
MUUdgewOe,  June  1, 1818. 

Sir  :  Tou  will  no  doubt  hate  been  inibrined 
by  Gteneral  Jackson,  ere  this  reaches  you,  of  an 
unfortunate  attack  recently  made  by  a  detach- 
ment of  Georgia  militia,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Obed  Wright,  on  a  Tillage  in  the  Creek 
natioa  of  Indians,  eiiimted  on  the  west  side  of 
Flint  rirer,  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
Chehaw. 

In  order  to  bring  the  eireumstances  of  this 
transaction  fully  before  you,  I  must  beg  lea?e  to 
refer  you  to  a  copy  of  a  letter  Written  by  myself  to 
General  Jackson,  (herawith  enclosed,;  by  which 
you  will  perceire,  that  soon  af^er  the  army  en- 
tered the  nation,  and  passed  Fort  Barly,  the  In- 
dians in  that  neighborhoDd,  especially  from  two 
towns  situated  On  the  east  side  of  Flint  river, 
generally  denominated  Hopaunees,  and  Phllem- 
mees,  from  chiefs  of  that  name,  had  recommenced 
their  depredations  on  our  frontier.  After  baying 
waited  a  considerable  time  in  expeetaticn  of  re- 
ceiTin|^  an  answer  frooi  the  General,  but  in  yain ; 
and  being  repeatedly  and  earnestly  requested  by 
the  distressed  inhabitants  of  that  frontier  to  afford 
them  protection  against  the  inroads  of  the  sATages; 
and  being  fully  satisfied  by  letters  from  respect- 
able citizens  from  that  quarter,  that  the  murders 
and  depredations  commhted  were  by  Indians 
from  the  abore-named  towns,  I  took  upon  myself 
the  reeponsibility  of  ordering  a  detachment  into 
service  for  the  special  purpose  of  destroying  them, 
having  been  convinced,  by  experience,  that  amall 
detachmentSj  stationed  on  the  frontiers,  were  not 
sufficient  to  msare  protection  to  the  inhabitants^ 
as  the  Indians,  acquainted  with  their  sitoatioo, 
watched  favorable  opportunities  for  comioff  ia 
on  some  unguarded  point,  committing  murders, 
and  returning  with  impunity.    On  the  Mch  of 
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Norember  lut,  I  reoetrcd  a  reqaisition  from  the 
War  Department,  rtqaeetiDg  me  to  eatrse  to  be 
detailed,  from  Major  Gtencnral  Flood's  dirision, 
five  httiMfed  man,  fer'tbe  special  purpose  of  as* 
sittiiw  in  ibe  redoclioa  of  Amelia  Island.    Or- 
ders for  this  purpose  were  tmnsediately  given  to 
Major  General  Flof  d,  wb0|  viewioff  it,  as  I  did, 
a  ease  of  emergency,  drew  the  whole  of  the  re« 
quisition  from  the  first  brigade  of  his  division, 
tinder  the  impfessioa  that  their  services  wonla 
be  Mquirfd  on  that  occasion  only.    Before  the 
organization  of  the  troops  coald  be  completed, 
Amelia  Island  fell  Into  the  'hands  of  the  regular 
force  sent  against  it^    Gkaeral  Floyd,  notwiih* 
ing,  completed  the  ernnixation,  and,  without 
consulting  me  at  all,  they  were  ordered  to  the 
frontier  at  difiereat  points.    Some  were  ordered 
to  Hartford  to  join  the  two  regiments,  whieh 
were  then  organizing  togo  against  the  Indians, 
agreeably  to  a  re()uest  of  Gkneral  Gaines.  Among 
these  was  Captain  Wright's  companT  from  Sa* 
vannah.    At  the  time  they  marched,  however, 
the  captain,  from  ill-health,  wan  unable  lo  accom- 
pany them,  but  shortly  after  followed  on  to  Hart* 
ford,  and  assumed  the  command  of  a  small  de- 
tachment left  there,  although  it  since  appears  he 
had  never  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.    Captain  Wright  having  tendered 
bis  services  to  lead  the  expedition,  and,  from 
circumstances  above  mentioned,  believing  I  had 
the  li^ht  to  comoMBd  him,  they  were  accepted. 
I  accordingly  ordered  two  companies  of  eavaky 
from  two  adjacent  counties,  and  two  companies 
of  infaoiry,  which  1  bad  previously  ordered  to 
different  posts  on  the  frontier,  to  rendezvous  at 
Hartford,  and  report  tbemselTCs  to  Capt.* Wright, 
and  also  direaadCiiptaitt  Wdgbt  to  call  on  Cfap- 
tain  Both  well,  then  iathe  service  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  ai  Fort  Early,  for  assistance, 
should  it  be  necessary.    The  only  reason  I  have 
to  offer  for  calling  on  the  troops  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  is,  the  danger  to  which  the 
frontier  waa  eipoeed,  and  the  necessity  for  put- 
ting a  stop  to  the  incursions  of  the  savages,  which 
oouid  only  be  done  by  the  destruction  of  their 
townS|  in  order  that  the  inhabitants  might  return 
to  their  homes,  and  prepare  their  farms  for  cul- 
tivation, the  season  for  dotnff  so  having  then 
commenced.    The  party,  on  their  march  learn- 
ing thatHopaunee  bad  left  his  own  yillage,  and 
had  taken  up  his  residence  at  the  Chehaw  town, 
took  on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  pursuing 
him  there ;  and,  having  reached  the  town,  com^ 
menced  an  attack  on  it;  the  result  of  which  was, 
that  several  of  the  friendly  Indians  were  killed. 
As  the  detachment  was  ordered  into  service  by 
the  State's  authority,  and  as  they  had  violated 
their  orders  by  destrojring  a  friendly  town,  I  had 
ordered  an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
commanding  ofiieer  before  a  military  tribunal ; 
btftt  I  have  since  determined  to  stay  all  further 
proceedings  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  should  be  known  on  the  sub- 
ject.   Captain  Wright  was  arrested  by  order  of 
General  Jackson,  but  was  released  by  the  civil 
authority.    I  have  since  had  him  arrested,  and 


shall  keep  him  confined  to  await  the  President's 
decision.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
General  Jackson's  letter  to me^dlmanding  forth- 
with the  delivety  of  Captain  Wright  to  the  offi- 
cers sent  by  him  to  arrest  and  .confine  him.  It  is 
a  production  as  inflammatory  and  indecorous,  as 
it  is  unbecoming  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier.  En- 
closed you  will  also  receive  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  General  in  reply. 

Should  it  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, I  would  prefer  that  the  case  of  Captain 
Wright  be  referred  to  the  circuit  court  of  iJhe 
Dnited  States,  which  will  be  held  in  Savannah, 
in  December  next. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,'^. 

WM.  RABUN. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calbdon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Waehington. 


BzBOUTiVB  Depabtmbnt,  GnoneiA, 

MOkdgvMe^  March,  21, 1818. 

Sir  :  Your  have  no  doubt  been  apprized  that, 
sinc*e  your  departure  from  Hartfora  with  the 
Gkorgia  militia,  the  Indians  have  been  hoTering 
on  the  frontier  of  Telfatr  counts ;  that  they  have 
killed  a  Mr.  Bush,  and  wounded  his  son,  and, 
being  pursued  by  the  citizens  of  that  country, 
have  met  in  hostile  array,  when  an  engagement 
tpok  place,  Which  lasted  hear  an  hour,  in  which 
our  little  detachment,  consisting  of  only  tbirty-foiu 
men,  lost  seven  killed  and  a  number  badly  wound- 
ed. This  -rencounter  has  excited  considerable 
alarm  on  that  frontier,  and  the  inhabitants  are, 
in  many  instances,  flying  from  their  homes,  for 
the  want  of  protection. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  request 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  station  some  troops 
near  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Ockmulgee,  and  at  or 
near  the  most  assailable  points  below  that  place. 
If  it  is  not  convenient  for  you  to  furnish  the  ne- 
cessary force,  you  will  please  give  directions  for 
supplving  such  detachments  as  may,  in  that  event, 
be  ordered  into  the  service,  under  the  authoHty 
of  the  State,  with  rations,  6tc.  I  hope  you  will 
write  me  on  this  subject  without  delav,  as  great 
alarm  has  been  produced  by  the  hostiJe  attitude 
which  the  enemy  has  assumed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WM.  RABUN. 

Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson, 

Ul  8,  Army,  Creek  nation. 


SlBcxmvE  Department,  Georgia, 

MaiedgeviUe,  June  1, 1818. 

Sir;  I  have  lately  had  the  honor  to  receive 
yours  of  the  7th  ultimo,  founded  on  a  communi- 
cation from  General  Glasscock,  relative  to  an  at- 
tack recently  made  on  the  Chenaw  village.  Had 
you,  sir,  or  General  Glasscock,  been  in  possession 
of  the  facts  which  produced  the  a£bir,  it  is  to  be 

S resumed,  at  least,  that  you  would  not  have  in- 
ulged  in  a  strain  so  indecorous  and  unbecoming. 
I  had,  on  the  21st  of  March  last,  stated  the  situa- 
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tioQ  of  onr  bleeding  frontier  lo  yoo,  and  requested 
you,  in  respectful  terms,  to  detach  a  ))art  of  your 
overwhelroing  force  for  our  protection,  or  that 
yon  would  furnish  supplies,  and  I  would  order 
out  more  troops ;  to  which  you  have  nerer  yet 
deigned  to  reply.  ,Tou  state,  in  a  very  haughty 
tone,  that  ^  I,  as  Governor  of  a  State,  within  your 
military  division,  hare  no  right  to  give  a  military 
order  whilst  vou  are  in  the  field."  Wretched 
and  contemptible,  indeed,  must  he  our  situation, 
if  that  be  the  fact.  When  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  Qeoryia  shall  have  been  prostrated  at 
the  feet  of  military  despotism,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  this  imperious  doctrine  be  tamely  sub- 
mitted to.  You  maj  rest  assured,  that,  if  the 
sarages  continue  their  depredations  on  our  un- 
protected frontier,  I  shall  think  and  act  for  myself 
in  that  respect. 

Tou  demand  that  Captain  Wright  be  delivered 
in  irons  to  your  agent.  Major  Davis;  If  you,  sir, 
are  unacquainted  with  the  fact,  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you,  that  Captain  Wright  was  not  under 
your  command,  for  he  had  been  appointed  an  offi- 
cer in  the  Chatham  count^^  mihtia,  which  had 
been  draughted  for  the  special  purpose  of  assist- 
ing General  Gaines  in  reducing  Amelia  Island. 
That  obiect  having  been  accomplished  before  our 
militia  had  taken  the  field,  General  Gaines,  as 
soon  as  their  organization  was  completed,  as* 
sumed  the  right  to  order  them  to  the  frontier, 
without  ever  consultioff  the  State  authority  on 
the  subject.  Captain  miffht,  at  that  time  being 
in  a  state  of  debility,  failed  to  march,  and  of 
course  was  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  He,  however,  followed  on  to 
Hartford,  where,  finding  himself  not  likely  to  be 
received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
tendered  hia  services  to  command  the  contem- 
plated expedition,  which  were  accordingly  ac- 
cepted. Having  violated  his  orders  by  destroying 
the  Chehaw  village,  instead  of  Hopau'nees  and 
Philemmees  towns,  against  which  the  expedition 
was  directed,  I  had,  previous  to  leceivins  your 
demand,  ordered  him  to  be  arrested  j  but  oefore 
he  was  apprehended  agreeably  to  my  orders,  he 
was  taken  by  your  agent,  and  aAerwards  liberated 
by  the  civil  authority.  I  haye  since  had  him  ar- 
rested and  confined,  and  shall  communicate  the 
whole  transaction  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  a  copy  of  your  letters, 
f  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  RABUN. 

Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  Jaocsgn. 

Fort  HAWKiiia,  Georgia, 

May  17, 1818. 

Sir:  I  was  ordered  on  the  6th  instant  from 
Fort  Gadsden  to  Georgia s  on  the  8th  instant,  I 
was  overtaken  by  an  express  from  Major  General 
A.  Jackson,  with  the  enclosed  communications ; 
Iproceedea  without  delay  to  Hartford ;  Captain 
Wright  was  ffone  before  I  arrived.  I  now  hasten 
to  MilledgeTUle  to  deliver  General  Jackson's  let- 
ter to  the  Governor  of  Georgia. 

Captain  Wrightj  I  understand,  has  gone  to  Sa- 


vannah, where  I  intend  to  pursue  him;  if  he  is 
taken,  I  will  notifv  you  immediately. 
I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  dkc 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Anittant  Inapector  General, 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HsADa'as,  Ditision  or  thb  Soirra, 

May  7, 1818. 

Sir:  Vou  will  send,  or  deliver  personally,  as 
you  may  deem  most  advisable,  the  enclosed  talk 
to  Kanard,  with  instructions  to  explain  the  sub- 
stance to  the  Chehaw  warriors. 

Tou  will  proceed  thence  to  Hartford,  in  Gkor^ 
gta,  and  use  your  endeavors  to  arrest,  and  delirer 
over  in  irons  to  the  military  authority  at  Fort 
Hawkins,  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia, who  lias  been  guilty  of  the  outrage  against 
the  women  and  superannuated  men  of  the  Che- 
haw village.  Should  Wright  have  left  Hart* 
ford,  you  will  call  upon  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
to  aid  you  in  his  arrest. 

To  enable  you  to  execute  the  abote,  yon  are 
authorized  to  take  in  company  with  yon  the  Ten- 
nesseans  that  went  from  hence  lately  for  Fort 
Scott,  and  await,  if  jrou  think  it  necessary,  the 
arrival  of  the  Gkorgians,  now  on  march  under 
Major  Porter. 

Tou  will  direct  the  ofiicer  commanding  at  Fort 
Hawkins  to  keep  Captain  Wright  in  close  con- 
finement until  the  willof  the  President  be  known. 

The  accompanying  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Governor  of  Georgia  you  will  uke 
charge  of  until  you  reach  a  poet  office. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Cfeneral  commanding. 

Major  Datib. 


Sir  :  Send,  with  the  accompanying  letter,  lo 
the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of  the  talk  to  the 
Chehaw  nation,  the  order  lo  you,  and  the  letter 
to  the  Governor  of  Georgia :  they  are  leA  open 
for  this  purpose. 

The  copies  of  Glasscock's  letters  will  accom- 
panv  that  to  the  Secretarjr  of  War  and  the  letter 
lo  tne  Governor  of  Gkorgia.    Tours,  dbc*, 

J.  GADSDEN,  Ailde<amp. 

HsAoa'aSj  Division  of  the  Sooth, 

May  7, 1818. 
[7  miles  from  Fort  Gadsden,  13  o'clock.] 

SiR^  I  halt  my  army  to  enclose  you  a  com- 
munication which  has  this  moment  been  received 
by  express  from  General  Glasscock.  The  outrage 
which  has  been  committed  upon  the  superan- 
nuated warriors,  women,  and  children,  whose  sons 
were  then  in  the  field  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  merits  the  severest  chastisement.  The 
interference,  toO|  of  th^  Governor  of  Georgia  with 
the  duties  imposed  on  me,  claims  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  President. 

All  the  effects  of  my  campaign  may,  by  this 
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one  act,  be  destroyed,  and  the  same  scenes  of  mas- 
sacre and  murder,  with  which  oar  frontier  settlers 
ha7e  been  visited,  again  repeated. 

On  my  march  from  Hartford  to  Fort  Scott, 
the  necessities  of  my  army  were  first  relieved  at 
the  Chehaw  village,  and  everv  act  of  friendship 
characterized  the  conduct  ot  their  old  chiefs. 
The  young  warriors  immediately  entered,  and 
were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  i  and,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ka- 
nard,  were  esteemed  one  of  the  most  efficient 
corps  of  friendly  Indians.  What  must  be  their 
feelings,  on  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  their 
homes,  after  the  privations,  fatigues,  and  dangers 
of  a  long  march  I  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  find  their  houses  consumed,  their  fami- 
lies dispersed,  and  their  old  warriors  and  chiefs 
butcherously  and  inhumanly  murdered,  you  must 
well  know  how  to  estimate. 

I  have  written  to  Hartford  to  have  Captain 
Wright  arrested  and  ironed,  until  the  will  of  ihe 
President  of  the  United  States  is  known ;  and  I 
have  requested  of  the  Qovernor  of  Georgia  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  this  order,  should  Wright  have 
left  that  place. 

I  shall  send  a  talk  to  the  Chehaws,  explaining, 
as  satisfactorily  as  possible,  this  most  iniquitous 
proceeding. 

Copies  of  the  above  are  enclosed. 
Tours,  respectfully, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War, 


wm 


'  Fort  Bably,  April  30, 1818. 

Sia:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
my  command  has  safely  reached  this  place,  hav- 
ing sttfiered  some  little  for  the  want  of  meat. 
.The  gods  have  proved  equally  propitious  to  us, 
on  our  return  as  on  our  advance  at  Mickasuky. 
Some  of  my  men  were  nearly  out  of  corn,  and, 
searching  about  some  old  houses  that  had  not 
been  consumed,  to  see  if  they  could  make  any 
discovery,  in  entering  one  of  them,  to  their  great 
astonishment  and  surprise,  they  came  across  the 
man  who  was  lost  from  Captain  Watkin's  com- 
pany, on  the  2d  of  April.  It  appears,  from  his 
statement,  that  he  was  taken  with  a  kind  of 
crampjtnd  was  unable  to  move  and  became  sense- 
less,  when  he  recovered^  he  became  completely 
bewildered,  and  never  could  reach  the  camp ;  he 
therefore  concluded  it  was  prudent  to  secrete  him- 
self in  some  swamp,  and,  after  wandering  about 
some  time,  came  across  a  parcel  of  corn,  on 
which  he  subsisted  until  we  found  him;  he  was 
very  much  reduced,  and  apparently  perfectly 
wild.  On  that  night  Gray  struck  a  trail,  pursued 
it  about  a  mile  and  a  hair,  came  to  a  small  hut, 
which  fortunately  contained  fifty  or  sixty  bushels 
of  corn,  some  potatoes  and  peas,  which  enabled 
us  to  reach  the  Flint,  opposite  Chehaw  village ; 
when,  arriving  within  thirty  miles  of  the  place, 
I  sent  on  Major  Robinson,  with  a  detachment^  of 
twenty  men,  to  procure  beef.  On  bis  arriving 
there,  the  Indians  had  fled  in  every  direction; 


the  Chehaw  town  having  been  consumed  about 
four  days  before,  by  a  party  of  men  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty,  under  a  Captain  Wright, 
now  in  command  of  Hartford. 

It  appears  that,  after  he  assumed  the  command 
of  that  place,  he  obtained  the  certificates  of  seve- 
ral men  on  the  frontier,  that  the  Chehaw  Indians 
were  engaged  in  a  skirmish  on  the  Big  Bend. 
He  immediately  sent  or  went  to  the  Qovernor, 
and  received  Orders  to  destroy  the  towns  of  Phi- 
lemmee  and  Opaunee.  Two  companies  of  cav- 
alry were  immediately  ordered  out  and  placed 
under  his  command,  and  on  the  22d  he  reached 
this  place*  He  ordered  Captain  Both  well  to  fur- 
nish him  with  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  to  ac- 
company him,  having  been  authorized  to  do  so 
by  the  Governor*  The  order  was  complied  with. 
Captain  Bothwell  told  him  that  he  could  not  ac- 
company him,  disapproved  the  plan,  and  informed 
Captain  Wright  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
the  friendship  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter ;  and 
stated  that  Opaunee  had  brouffht  in  a  public  horse 
that  had  been  lost  that  day.  This  availed  nothing; 
mock  patriotism  burned  in  their  breasts ;  they 
crossed  the  river  that  night,  and  pushed  for  the 
town. '  When  arrived  there,  lin  Indian  was  dis- 
covered grazioff  some  cattle ;  he  was  made  a  pris- 
oner. I  am  informed  by  Sergeant  Jones,  that  the 
Indian  immediately  proposed  to  go  with  the  in- 
terpreter, and  bring  any  of  the  chiefs  for  the  cap- 
tain to  talk  with.  It  was  not  attended  to.  An 
advance  was  ordered,  the  cavalry  rushed  forward 
and  commenced  the  massacre.  Even  after  the 
firing  and  murder  commenced,  Major  Howard,  an 
old  chief,  who  fucnished  you  with  corn,  came  out 
of  his  house  with  a  white  flag  in  front  of  the  line. 
It  was  not  respected.  An  order  was  given  for  a 
general  flre,  and  nearly  four  hundred  enns  were 
discharged  at  him  before  one  took  effect  He 
fell,  and  was  bayoneted ;  his  son  was  also  killed. 
These  are  the  circumstances  relative  to  the  trans- 
action. Seven  men  were  killed,  one  woman,  and 
two  children.  Since  then  three  of  mv  command, 
who  were  left  at  Fort  Scott,  obtained  a  furlough, 
and  on  their  way  one  of  them  was  shot,  in  endea- 
voring to  obt^iin  a  canoe  to  cross  the  Flint.  I 
"have  sent  on  an  express  to  the  officer  command- 
ing Fort  Scott,  apprizing  him  of  the  afiair,  and 
one  to  Adjutant  Porter,  to  put  him  on  his  guard. 
On  arriving  opposite  Chehaw,  I  sent  a  runner  to 
get  some  of  theni  in,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so. 
They  are  at  a  loss  to  know  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  white  people. .  Wolf  has  gone  to 
the  agent  to  have  it  inquired  into.  We  obtained 
from  them  a  sufficient  quantity  of  beef  to  last  us 
to  Hartford,  at  which  place  I  am  informed  there 
is  a  plentiful  supply  or  provisions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

THOMAS  GLASSCOCK, 
Brig.  Gen.  com'g  Ga.  militia,  U.  8. 8. 

Major  General  Anorew  Jackson, 

On  MT  MARCH  WI8T  OF  ApPALACHIOOLA, 

May  7, 1818« 

Friends  and  Brothers  :  I  have  this  moment 
received,  by  express,  the  intelligence  of  the  un« 
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waianuble  attack  of  a  party  of  Georgians  on  the 
Cbchaw  Tiilai^  burniog  it,  and  kilflng  six  men 
and  one  womaa. 

Friends  aod  Brothart:  The  abo?e  aews  filli 
my  heart  with  regret,  and  ray  eyes  with  tears : 
when  1  passed  through  yoar  viliage,  yoa  treated 
me  with  friendship,  and  furnished  my  army  with 
all  the  supplies  you  oould  spare ;  and  your  old 
chiefs  sent  their  young  warriors  with  meio  fi^T^t. 
and  put  down  our  common  enemy.  1  promiseo 
you  protection ;  I  promised  you  the  protection 
and  lostering  friendship  of  the  United  States,  so 
long  as  you  continued  to  hold  your  father,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hand  of 
friendship. 

Friends  and  Brothers:  I  did  not  suppose  there 
was  any  American  so  base  as  not  to  respect  a 
jfteg,  but  I  find  I  am  mistaken.  I  find  that  Cap- 
tain Wright  of  Georgia  has  not  done  it.  I  can- 
not briny  your  old  men  and  women  to  life,  but  I 
have  written  to  your  father,  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  the  whole  circumstance  of  your 
case,  and  I  have  ordered  Captain  Wright  to  be 
arrested  and  put  in  irons,  until  your  father,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  makes  known  his 
will  on  this  distressing  subject. 

Friends  and  Brothers :  Return  to  your  village ; 
there  you  shall  be  protected,  and  Capt.  Wright 
will  be  tried  and  punished  for  this  daring  onttage 
of  the  treaty  and  murder  of  your  people;  and 
you  shall  also  be  paid  for  your  houses  and  other 
property  that  hare  been  destroyed;  but  you  must 
not  attempt  to  take  satisAiotion  yourselves ;  this 
is  contrary  to  the  treaty,  and  you  may  rely  on 
my  friendship,  and  that  of  your  father,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  united  States. 

I  send  you  my  friend.  Major  Davis,  who  is  ac- 
companied by  a  few  ot  my.  people,  and  who  is 
charged  with  the  arrest  and  eonnnement  of  Cap- 
tain Wright :  treat  them  friendly ;  they  are  your 
friends;  you  most  not  permit  your  people  to  kill 
any  of  the  whites ;  they  will  bring  down  on  you 
destruction.  Justice  shall  be  done  you;  you 
must  remain  in  peace  and  friendship  with  the 
United  States.  The  excuse  that  Captain  Wright 
has  made  for  this  attack  on  your  village  is,  that 
some  of  your  people  were  concerned  *  in  some 
murders  on  the  frontiers  of  Qeorgia^  this  will 
not  excuse  him.  1  ^ve  ordered  Captain  Wright, 
and  ail  the  officers  concerned  in  this  transaction, 
in  confinement,^  if  found  at  Hartford.  If  yoa 
send  some  of  your  fieople  with  Major  Davis,  you 
will  see  them  put  in  irons.  Let  me  hear  from 
vou  at  Fort  Montgomery.  I  am  your  friend  and 
brother. 

ANDREW  JACKSON^ 
Maf<nr  Gen.  commandtng. 

Om  march  TOWAftDB  PeNSACOLA, 

7  miUs  advanced  of  Fort  Gadaden, 

May  7, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  this  momeat  received,  by  express, 
the  letter  of  General  Qiasscock,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  detailing  the  base,  cowardly,  and  in- 
human attack  on  the  old  women  aad  men  of  the 
Chehaw  village,  whilst  the  warriors  of  that  vil- 


lage were  with  me  fighting  the  battles  of  our 
country  against  the  common  enemy,  and  at  a 
time^  too,  when  undoubted  testimony  had  been 
obtained,  aad  irns  in  ray  pomession,  aad  also  in 
possession  of  Oeaeral  Olasscock,  of  their  inno- 
cence of  the  charge  of  kiUtng  Leigh  and  the  other 
Qeorgiaa  at  Cedar  creek. 

That  a  Governor  of  a  State  should  assume  the 
fight  to  make  war  against  an  Indian  tribe,  in 
perfect  peace  with,  and  under  the  protection  of, 
the  United  Stales,  is  assuming  a  responsibility 
that  I  trutft  you  will  be  able  to  excuse  to  the 
Gk>vernmeot  of  the  United  States,  to  which  you 
will  haveto«nswer;  and  through  which  I  had 
so  recently  passed,  promisio^  the  aged  that  re- 
mained at  home  my  protection,  and  taking  the 
warriors  with  me  on  toe  eampaiffn,  is  as  on  war- 
rantable as  strange.  But  it  is  stfll  more  strange 
that  there  could  exist  within  the  United  States  a 
cowardly  monster,  in  human  shape,  that  could 
violate  the  sanctity  of  a  flag  when  borne  by  any 
person,  but  more  particuUrlv  when  in  the  hands 
of  a  superannuated  Indian  chief,  worn  down  with 
age.  Sueh  base  cowardice  and  murderous  con- 
duct as  this  transaction  affords,  has  not  its  par- 
rallel  in  history,  and  should  meet  with  its  merited 
punishment. 

You,  sir,  as  Governor  of  a  State  within  my 
military  division,  have  no  right  to  given  military 
order  whilst  I  am  in  the  field ;  and  this  being  an 
open  hnd  violent  iafringement  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Creek  Indians,  Captain  Wright  must  be  pros- 
ecuted and  punished  for  this  outrageous  murder ; 
and  I  have  ordered  him  to  be  arrested  and  con- 
fined in  irons  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President 
is  known  upon  the  subject.    If  he  has  left  Hart- 
ford before  iny  order  reaches,  I  call  upon  you,  as 
Governor  of  Georgia,  to  aid  in  carrying  imoeffeet 
my  order  for  bis  arrest  and  confinement,  which 
I  trust  will  be  afforded^  and  Captain  Wriglit 
brought  to  condign  punishment  'for  this  unpre- 
cedented murder.    It  is  strange  that  this  hero  hsd 
not  fallowed  the  trail  of  the  murderers  of  your 
citizens ;  it  would  have  led  him  to  the  Mickasok^, 
where  we  found  the  bleeding  scalps  of  your  citi- 
zens; but  there  might  have  been  more  danger  in 
this  than  attacking  a  village  containing  a  few 
superannuated  women  and  men,  and  a  few  young 
women  without  arms  or  protectors. 

This  actifrill.  to  the  last  ages,  fix  a  suin  tipon 
the  character  or  Georgia.    I  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  €hneral  commanding* 

His  Ex'cy  Wm.  Rabon, 

Govtmor  of  Georgia, 

Fort  Hawkins,  May  30, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  my  order  from  General 
Jackson,  dated  May  7, 1818,  (which  has  hereto- 
fore been  enclosed  to  you,)  I  came  up  with  Cap- 
tain Obed  Wright,  of  the  Georgia  militia,  in 
Dublin,  on  the  ^h  instant  I  arrested  him,  and 
brought  him  on  as  far  towards  Fort  Hawkins  as 
Milledgevilie,  where  the  civil  authority  interfered 
and  discharged  him. 
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A  copy  of  tht  proeeedhigs  is  herewith  enelosed, 
together  with  a  copy  of  mjr  letter  to  the  Qor- 
ernor  ofQeorffta,  ana  Wright's  arrest. 

I  have  notified  Major  General  Jackson  of  the 
eireamstanees.    I  have  the  honor  to  he,  ^. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
AMiietaint  Jhspeepor  Cfeneral, 
H6n.  J.  G.  Galboun,  Se&y  of  War. 

GHAMBfeES,  May  88, 1818. 

Present :  fheir  honors  Robert  Wynn,  William 
Berin,  and  James  Fleming,  Juitice$. 

The  court  met  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  Obed 
Wright,  who  was  brought  up  beftfre  them  upon 
a  writ  of  habeoi  eorpiUj  which  is  as  follows: 

GfiORGiA,  Baldwin  comUy. 
To  any  Justice  of  the  inferior  Gourt. 

The  petition  of  Obed  Wright  showeth :  That 
he  18  detained  in  confinement  by  Major  DaTis,  an 
officer  in  the  United  States  seryiee,  and  he  there- 
fore prays  the  benefit  of  a  habeoi  €orpu$j  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  his  confinement  and  de- 
tention. SEABORN  JONES, 

Attcmey  for  pHUi&ner. 

Gboroia,  Baldmin  eoumty: 

It  appears,  from  the  petition  of  Obed  Wright,  that 
he  is  now  kept  in  ctistody  by  you,  and  he  imving 
prafed  a  writ  of  iko^eof  eorpcie,  you  are.  therefore 
hereby  commanded,  that  yon  bring  before  me^  at 
the  court-house  of  the  county,  by  the  hour  of  11 
o'clock  of  the  forenoon  of  the  day,  the  body  of  the 
said  Obed  Wright,  by  whatCTer  title  he  may  be 
known  to  you,  together  with  the  cause  of  his  com* 
mitment  and  detention,  that  he  may  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law.  Fail  not,  and  have  you  then 
and  there  this  writ. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  the  Sdth  of 
May,  1818. 

WILLIAM  BEVIN,  J.  I.  C. 

Maheaa  corptia,  by  the  Gonstitution  of  the  Uoi* 
ted  States,  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 
To  Major  Davis, 
an  Officer  in  the  United  8taie»  eerviee, 

MiLLSDosviLLB,  May  28, 1816. 

I  have  the  said  Obed  Wright  in  court,  together 
with  the  cause  of  his  commitment  and  detention. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Aet^t  Inspector  Oert&al  U.  S.  A. 

Major  John  M.  Davis,  assistant  inspector  gen- 
eral of  the  United  States'  Army,  in  obedience  to 
a  writ  of  habeae  corpue,  this  da^  served  on  him, 
having  produced  the  body  of  said  Obed  Wright, 
mentioned  in  the  habeas  cerpict,  before  the  court, 
together  with  the  cause  of  his  commitment  and 
detention ! 

And  the  court,  on  consideration,  deeming  that 
no  sufficient  cause  is  shown  for  his  detention :  on 
motion,  ordered,  that  he  be  discharged  forthwith* 

ROBERT  WYNN. 

WILLIAM  BEVIN. 

JAMBS  FLEMING. 


G«oa6iA,  Baldmin  dHtttfy: 

I,  Thomas  H.  Kenan,  clerk  of  the  Inferior 
Gonrt  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify,  the  pre- 
ceding pages  contain  a  true  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  trial  of  Obed  Wright,  in  consequence 
of  his  confinement  and  detention. 

Given  uhder  my  hand  and  seal,  this  28th  day 
of  May,  1818.      THOMAS  H.  KENAN. 

€^k  h^erior  Ceurt. 

MiLLSoacviLLB,  Moiy  29, 1618. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  Major  General  Jackson's 
order  to  me  of  the  7th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed,  I  arrested  Gaotain  Obed 
Wright,  of  the  Georgk  militia,  in  Dunlin,  on  the 
24th  instant,  and  brought  him  thus  far,  on  my 
way  to  Fort  Hawkins,  when  'a  writ  of  habeas 
eot/pus  was  served  on  me,<  by  which  Gaptain 
Wright  has  been  released  from  confinement. 

I  do  vow  hereby  call  on  you  to  have  Gaptain 
Wright  delivered  to  me,  that  I  may;be  ablfr  to 
keep  him  in  confinement  until  ike  will  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Assist  h^speeter  Qenerdl  tl.  S,  A. 

His  Excellency  Wm.  Rabun, 

6rovtfHiff*  of  Qwr^ 

DoBUM,  Georgia,  Jlfoy  24, 1818. 

Sta:  lam  directed  by  Major  General  Jackson, 
commanding  the  division  of  the  Soutb^  to  arrest 
you  and  conduct  you  to  Fort  Hawkins,  where 
y^ou  are  to  remain  until  the  pleasure  of  tfaePres* 
ident  of  the  United  States  be  known  on  your 
case. 

You  will,  ther(sfovej  consider  yourself  in  arrest, 
and  proceed  nocordingly.    I  am,  dbc. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Ai^H  fini^pedur  Benerai  U.S.  A. 

Gapt.  Obed  Waight,  Georgia  MUitia. 


[The  foUowiig  Message  was  aoat  to  the  Heaie  of 
RefMrascBlativee,  Jaimaiy  4, 181^.] 

To  the  Ames  of  Reprisentiatiws 

of  the  IMiM  mates : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  instant,  request- 
ing me  to  lay  before  it  *' copies  of  the  correspond- 
iBnce,  if  any,  1)et  wcien  the  Department  of  War  and 
the  uovernor  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  letter 
of  the  latter  to  the  former,  dated  on  the  1st  of 
June  of  the  present  year,  communicated  to  the 
House  on  the  12th  instant  j  and  also  the  corre- 
spondence, if  anv,  between  the  Department  of 
War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  answer  to 
the  letter  of  the  latter,  of  the  date  of  7th  May, 
1818 ;  also  communicated  to  the  Houise  on  the 
12th  instant,"  I  transmit  a  report  from^  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  letter 
fVom  Major  Yandeventer,  chief  clerk  in  the  De- 

fwrtmeat  of  War,  in  reply  to  €kneral  Jackson's 
etter  of  the  7th  of  May,  1818. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Dboem  BVB  31, 1818. 
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Dbpartmbnt  of  War,  Dec.  30, 1818. 

The  Secretsrf  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolutioo  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  24ih  iostant,  requestiog  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to,  be  laid  before  this 
House  (if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  should  not  be 
inconsistent  with  toe  public  interest)  copies  of  the 
correspondence,  if  any,  between  the  Department 
of  War  and  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  in  answer 
to  the  letter  of  the  latter  to  the  former  dated  on 
the  first  of  June  of  the  present  year,  communi- 
cated to  this  House  on  the  12th  instant;  and  also 
the  correspondence,  if  any.  between  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  latter,  of  the  date  of 
the  7th  of  May,  1818;  also  communicated  to  this 
House  on  the  12tb  instant,"  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  Major 
Vandeventer,  chief  clerk  in  tb^  Department  of 
War,  in  reply  to  General  Jackson's  letter  of  the 
7th  of  May,  1818,  add  to  state  that  no  letter  was 
addressed  by  this  Department  to  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  1st  of 
June,  1818. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

The  Pbisidbnt  of  the  UnUed  Siatee. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mc^or  C  Vandeventer,  ehitf 
elerhf  to  Major  benerdt  Andrew  Jaehion,  dated 

/  Department  of  War,  June  2, 1818. 

Your  letters  of  the  7th  of  April,  (one  without 
date^)  from  Fort  Gadsden,  and  of  the  26th  of 
April,  are  received. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  are  out  of  town.  The  former 
will  return  about  the  15th  instant;  the  latter  not 
before  the  middle  of  neit  month.  So  soon  as  the 
President  returns,  your  despatches,  together  with 
your  order  to  Miuor  Davis,  commanding  the  ar« 
rest  of  Captain  Wright,  and  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the 
horrid  and  atrocious  destruction  of  the  Chebaw 
Tillage,  will  be  laid  before  him.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  am  advised  to  communicate  the^ "opinion" 
that  the  trial  of  Captain  Wright  by  court-martial 
it  decidedlv  preferable  to  a  civil  prosecution  in 
the  Federal  courts 


BEPORT  OF  THE  BURGEON  GENERAL  ON 
THE  ARMY  RATIONS.  ^ 

Surge OM  General's  Offior, 

November  16, 1818. 

7b  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  your  instructions,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  deciding  upon  the  coinponent  parts  of  the 
ration  to  be  lurnished  the  army,  it  must  be  obvi- 
ous that,  so  far  as  the  health  of  the  troope  is  con- 
cerned, those  will  of  course  be  the  best  which 
afford  the  greatest  quantity  of  good  nutritious 
matter  from  a  given  quantity  of  food ;  but,  as 
the  soldier  is  in  general  his  own  cook,  it  is  also 


necessary  that  they  be  of  such  a  nALtnre  as  to  ena- 
ble him  effectually  to  eitract  this  nutriment  in 
the  easiest  and  most  simple  manner.  The  ficst 
will  depend  upon  the  habits  of  the  soldier  previ- 
ous to  enlistment,  and  the  last  upon  the  mode  of 
cooking  which  the  experience  of  the  army  has 
found  most  convenient  and  advantageous. 

It  is  a  well  knowR  fact  that  every  animal,  in 
order  to  enioy  heallh,  strength,  and  vigor,  must 
be  supplied  with  food  adapted  to  its  babies,  whe- 
ther natural  or  acquired.  The  former  cannot  in 
most  cases  be  essentially  changed  without  serious 
consequences;  the  lion,  for  example,  cannot  sub- 
sist on  hav,  or  the  ox  on  game :  while  in  others 
the  digestive  organs  mav,  oy  degreee,  become  so 
accustomed  to  unnatural  food,  as  to  render  it  not 
only  consistent  with  but  necessary  to  health: 
thus  the  horse  may  be  taught  to  five  on  meat. 
Hence  it  follows  that  a  ration  perfectly  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  a  Cossack,  might  be  totally  use- 
less, and  pernaps  injurious,  to  an  American;  for 
maa  may  in  tnis  respect  be  considered  a  geuos, 
the  several  species  or  which  are  determined  by 
the  age,  country,  or  tribe,  to  which  he  belongs : 
the  Greenlander  and  the  Hindoo,  the  ancient 
Spartan  and  the  modern  epicure,  would  find 
nearly  as  much  difficulty  in  subsisting  upon  the 
same  food  as  the  wolf  and  the  sheep. 

Such  being  the  effect  of  custom,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that  whenever  a  man  has  confirmed  his  nat- 
ural propensities  by  long  habit,  any  chao^  espe- 
cialljr  a  sudBen  one,  will  be  attended  with  most 
injurious^  if  not  fatal  effecu;  and  this  is  precisely 
the  condition  of  the  American  soldier ;  lor.  if  the 
natural  diet  of  man  is  altogether  v^euble,  and 
if  the  people  of  the  country  differ  but  little  in 
their  mode  of  living  from  that  poiAted  out  by  na- 
ture, and  are  also  accustomed  to  a  great  variety, 
and  consequeiitly  too  frequent  changes  in  the 
several  articles  of  their  diet,  it  must  be  obvious 
that  a  ration^  composed  of  bread  and  meat  only, 
and  chiefly  of  the  latter,  cannot  be  consistent 
either  with  **  comfort,  convenience,  or  health." 

That  man  was  not  originally  carnivorous,  is 
proved  by  history,  both  sacred  and  profane ;  and 
this  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  nearif  all  those 
animals  whose  usefulness  depends  upon   their 
health,  strength,  and  vigor,  or  upon  the  nutritious 
quality  of  their  solids,  such  as  the  horse,  elephant, 
camel,  mule,  sheep,  and  most  of  those  used  for 
food,  subsist  upon  vegetables ;  while  the  carnivot- 
oqs  species,  as  the  tiger,  wolf,  dog,  and  even  the 
lion,  though  they  possess  a  greater  degree  of  abil- 
ity, from  their  natural  conformation,  have  nothing 
of  that  real  strength  and  vigor  which  renders  the 
former  animals  important  assistants  to  us  daring 
life,  nor  of  that  healthy  embonpoint  which  oiakes 
some  of  them  equally  useful  auer  death* 

The  same  is  true  with  respect  to  man  in  his 
present  unnatural  state.  The  natives  of  this 
country,  who  subsist  principally  on  game  ;  those 
tribes  of  Bedouins,  whose  deserts  scarcely  afford 
food  for  their  cattle ;  and  the  Greenlander,  whom 
necessity  has  taught  to  live  upon  dried  fish  and 
blubber,  are  all,  from  their  general  habits,  hardy ; 
but  they  are,  ceteris  paribus,  inferior  to  the  Uin- 
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doo,  whose  fear  of  feeding  vpoD  his  grandsire 
confioes  him  to  pulse  and  light  regecables ;  maeh 
less  baTe  they  the  stamina  of  those  whom  our 
second  nature,  habit,  has  accustomed  to  a  judi- 
cious mixture  of  both  these  kinds  of  food. 

Custom,  it  is  true,  renders  a  certain  portion  of 
animal  food  necessary  to  produce  the  highest 
state  of  health  and  vigor ;  but  it  is  belie ved  the 
quantity  required  for  this  purpose  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly overrated.  This  has  arisen  from  ob- 
serving that  certain  ^classes  of  men,  noted  for 
their  health  and  strength,  indulf^e  largely  in  such 
kind  of  diet.  But  the  conclusion  by  no  means 
follows  from  the  premises;  for  these  same  men 
will  also  Indulge  m  large  potations  of  ardent  spi- 
rits, and  various  other  excesses,  without  apparent 
injury ;  this  therefore  only  proves  what  tney  can 
beaVf  and  not  what  is  beet  for  them. 

The  correctness  of  the  position  will  further  ap- 
pear from  the  diet  found  necessary  for  the  deli- 
cate and  the  valetudinarian.  There  the  great 
difficulty  is  to  procure  food  sufficiently  light,  that 
is,  of  sufficient  bulk  to  satisfy  hunger,  without 
too  much  nutriment  to  suppress  digestion '|  for 
physiologists,  when  diseoursinff  upon  the  diges- 
tive organs,  and  (he  quality  of  food  best  suited  to 
them,  have  shown  that  the  former  requires  from 
the  latter  what  they  have  termed  the  stimulus  of 
dieteneion^  as  well- as  a  due  degree  of  excitement 
from  nutritious  matter,  to  excite  healthy  action. 
That  a  certain  bulk  is  as  necessary  as  a  certain 
quantity  of  nutriment ;  and  that  so  far  as  one  of 
these  is  Increased  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  so 
far  the  diet  varies  from  the  healthy  standard. 
Thus,  it  not  only  appears  that  a  vegetable  diet  is 
natural  to  man,  but  we  are  taught  its  modueope' 
randi;  and  that,  althouffh  it  actually  contains 
much  less  nourisnment  than  animal  matter,  yet, 
from  its  being  in  a  state  of  subdivision,  ft  is  so  du 
lutedf  as  it  were,  as  to  be  fully  acted  upon  by  the 
stomach  j  whereas,  in  a  more  concentrated  form, 
it  becomes  an  unnatural  stimulus,  and  destroys 
the  powers  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Now  we  may  conclude,  apriort  that  the  diet 
of  the  people  of  this  country  will  oe  that  which' 
is  best  suited  to  them ;  for  such  is  the  facility  of 
obtaining  the  means  of  subsistence,  that  even 
the  laborers  in  our  cities,  probably  the  poorest 
class  of  men  among  us,  are  enabled  to  procure 
most  of  the  articles  supplied  in  the  markets  i  and 
such  is  the  profusion  with  which  we  are  blessed, 
that  these  consist  of  almost  everything  the  pa- 
late can  desire  or  the  stomach  digest.  Being, 
therefore,  under  no  restraint  from  povertv  or 
scarcity,  it  is  to  be  presumed  they  would  follow, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  indications  of  nature ;  and 
that  this  is  a  fact  will  appear  from  a  cursory  re- 
flection upon  the  modes  of  living  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  country ;  for  when  we  take  into  ac* 
count  the  quantity  of  farinacea  employed  in  bread, 
pudding,  oc.,  the  jgfreat  variety  and  abundance  of 
fruits,  and  of  the  lighter  vegetables,  in  addition  to 
the  more  nutritious  ones,  as  peas,  beans,  rice^  po> 
tatoes,  and  many  roots,  it  is  probable  rour-fifths 
of  our  diet  is  vegetable,  and  perhaps  two-thirds 
in  every  case,    fiven  at  dinner,  when  meat  is 


most  used,  it  is  generally  in  this  proportion,  and 
it  constitutes  but  a  small  part  of  our  morning 
and  evening  meals.  There  are  no  doubt  excep- 
tions, but  these  proportions  will  be  found  in  gen- 
ral  correct. 

The  cheapness  of  living,  however,  not  only 
enables  the  mass  of  our  population  to  procure 
food  of  the  best  kind,  but  also  to'  obtain  a  gfeat 
variety  of  the  essential  articles,  and  many  even 
of  the  luxuries  of  life;  there  are  few  who,  to  fish 
and  poultry,  and  almost  all  the  vegetables  in  use, 
do  not  add  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  spices,  and  other 
condiments;  and  w|th  this  variety  of  food  they 
are  accustomed  to  tio  small  variety  in  the  mode 
of  preparing  it.  The  very  general  use  of  tea,  or 
some  other  warm  infusion,  at  the  morning  and 
erening  meals,  is  a  point  of  no  small  importance, 
and  nothing  but  experience  can  fully  convince 
one  how  severely  the  want  of  it  is  felt,  and  of 
course  how  necessary  that,  or  a  substitute,  is  for 
the  health  of  the  solaier. 

But,  secondly,  the  experience  of  the  army 
proves,  that  not  only  the  habits  of  the  soldier 
previous  to  enlistident,  but  also  the  mode  of  cook- 
ing found  most  effectual  and  convenient,  requirea 
a  material  change  in  the  component  parts  of  the 
ration ;  for,  since  the  business  of  cooking  be- 
longs, in  civil  life,  almost  entirely  to  femalea, 
when  a  man  is  confined  to  bread  and  meat,  he  is 
not  only  suddenly  deprived  of  his  accustomed 
means,  but  is  entirely  ignorant  of  the  best  mode 
of  employing  those  afforded  him ;  and  one  of  the 
last  things  a  young  officer  or  soldier  learns,  is 
how  to  manage  his  domestic  concerns,  thoujjh 
he  soon  becomes  acquainted  with  the  necessity 
of  this  knowledge,  both  for  his  health  and  his 
comfort. 

When  a  recruit  receives  his  ration,  if  the  meat 
be  fresh,  he  broils  it  to  a  cinder  on  the  coals,  on 
the  end  of  his  ramrod ;  if  saltpork,  he  eats  it  raw ; 
and  if  salt  beef,  he  boils  it,  and,  with  his  bread, 
will  make  a  pretty  good  meal  for  some  time ;  but 
in  the  morning  and  evening  he  feels  the  want  of 
his  usual  infusion  of  tea,  and  at  noon  of  bis  cus- 
tomary supply  of  vegetables.  As  a  substitute  for 
the  former,  he  warms  the  stomaeh  with  a  gill  of 
undiluted,  corroding  whiskey ;  and,  after  living 
a  few  weeks  in  this  way,  is  sent  to  the  surgeon, 
worn  down  with  dysentery,  diarrhosa,  and  other 
complaints  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  If  the 
surgeon  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with  his  duty 
to  ffive  him  a  light  diet  of  soup,  fresh  vegetables, 
and  hospital  stores,  instead  of  loading  him  with 
medicine,  he  is  shortly  restored  to  health ;  and, 
from  the  same  causes  as  before,  is  shortly  re- 
turned to  the  hospital^  and,  after  neing  for  some 
months  a  burden  to  himself  and  the  community, 
he  is  either  buried  or  discharged  service,  and 
perhaps  pensioned.  This  is  a  process  which  every 
one  on  duty,  during  the  late  war,  has  repeatedly - 
witnessed ;  which  occurred  with  the  majority  of 
those  enlisted,  and  which  rendered  the  muster 
rolls  of  the  Army  a  mere  list  of  invalids. 

Whenever  the  mortality  was  great,  during  the 
late  war,  it  was  attributed  to  the  quality  of  the 
ration ;  but  the  fact  is^  it  was,  on  an  average,  u 
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go«d  aA  tbme  placn  as  uautl;  «od,  ihat  this  w« 
the  CAM,  is  pro?ed  from  the  ctreuDuitance  that 
the  rcpfimeftU  at  these  stations,  coaiaimnded  by 
experieoG^d  officers,  as  well  as  those  io  the  Tici- 
nity,  were  often,  in  a  great  measore,  exennpted 
freni  disease* 

There  were  ivo  corps,  oae  noted  for  their  good 
poliee,  and  the  other  for  their  depredations  on  the 
fields  aad  gardens  of  the  citizens,  who  were  a 
continual  proof  of  the  true  cause  of  this  differ- 
ence in  the  heahh  of  the  men  \  for  experience 
soon  tao|[ht  both  officers  and  meii  the  importance 
of  preparing  thjeir  food  in  the  form  of  soupe;  and 
whenever  this  was^  done,  either  in  consequence 
of  poliee  regulations,  or  from  the  soldiers  obtain* 
ittg  a  supply  of  the  necessary  ingredients,  the 
good  effects  wei e  constantly  observed ;  and  Ifrom 
wh«t  has  been  adferted  to,  relative  to  the  diet 
natural  to  man,  and  the  rationale  of  its  operation, 
the  reasons  muat  be  obvious. 

It  is  true,  the  same  judicious  arrangea»eots 
wJiieh  not  only  obliged  the  men  to  cook  their 
provisions  in  the  best  manner,  but  also  provided 
them  with  the  necessary  ingredieats,  would  con* 
dace  to  their  health  in  various  ways ;  but  when, 
as  waa  the  case  in  the  corps  above  alluded  to, 
change  of  position  or  circumstances  produced 
the  same  result  upon  those  who  had  no  police  at 
all,  and  the  only  apparent  difference  in  their  sit- 
uation arose  from  their  being  able  to  obtain  a  va* 
riety  of  articles,  in  addition  to  their  ration,  and 
to  prepare  them  ia  a  suitable  manner,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  notttre,  and  not  the  quality^ 
of  the  ration,  waa  the  true  cause  of  its  effects. 
This  is  also  confirmed  b|r  the  practice  found 
most  beneficial  in  the  hospitals,  as  most  patients 
required  only  a  proper  diet  to  restore  them  to 
health,  while  animal  food,  in  a  solid  form,  was 
generally  nauseated. 

One  of  the  divisions  of  the  French  Army,  in 
1810,  was  so  far  reduced  by  diarrhosa  and  dysen* 
tery,  as  to  produce  a  full  and  satisfactory  inves* 
ligation  of  its  causes ;  and  it  was  clearly  shown, 
in  a  memoir  of  the  Surgeon  Oenerld  of  the  divis- 
ion, to  arise  entirely  from  the  ration  to  which 
they  had  for  some  time  been  confined.  Being 
unable  to  obtain  the  usual  supply  of  vegetables, 
thev  were  furnished,  like  our  Jkrmy,  with  bread 
and  meal  only,  aad  principally  the  latter,  which 
waa  in. general  salted  pork ;  so  that  the  etteets  of 
such  a  diet  are  not  peculiar  to  our  own  country. 

In  fact,  if  we  compare  our  ration  with  that  of 
the  French  and  Boglish,  (the  two  nations  prob- 
ably best  instructed  ia  most  military  matters,) 
the  defects  of  the  former  will  be  apparent. 

They  are  as  follows : 

Ftmush^BntA  Si  1-10  oi.,  or  hiscuit  17J  oi.; 
fresh  meet  or  sslt  beef  6  es.,  or  salt  pork  6)  os.;  rice 
1  ofc ;  dned  pulse  2  os. ;  wine  8  gills,  (nesrly ;)  brandy 
§giU,fneariyO  ' 

EngUshn-^tlouT  or  bread  34  oz. ;  beef  16  oz.,  or 
pork  8  oz.;  peas  I  gill;  butter  or  cheese  1  oz.;  rice 
1  oz. 

-^mmcflii.— Flour  18  oz. ;  beef  20  oz.;  pork  12  oz.; 
whiskey  1  gUl.  ^ 

From  this  it  appears  the  Anuriean  has  more 


than  twice  as  much  meat  as  the  French,  and 
more  even  than  the  British  soldier,  while  our 
ration  of  bread  is 'about  two-thirds  of  theirs,  al- 
though we  have  no  other  vegetable.  It  should 
also  be  observed  that  the  British  issue  no  ardent 
spirits,  and  the  French  but  a  small  portion,  though 
their  habits,  in  this  respect,  render  such  an  al* 
lowaace  at  least  harmless. 

Since  then,  the  health,  and  of  course  the  effi* 
c.iency  of  an  army  depends  so  much  upon  the 
ration,  this  subject  becomes  one  of  no  small  po- 
litical importance ;  and  an  *'  old  soldier"  of  our 
country,  m  his  "advice  to  young  generals,"  has 
very  pertinently  commenced  with  "  the  belly  f 
as  he  considers  a  man's  stomach,  to  hare  an  es- 
sential effect  both  upon  his  ability  and  his  incli- 
nation to  fight,  and,  among  other  causes,  of  the 
almost  universal  success  of  the  armies  of  barba- 
rians, and  especially  of  semi-civilized  nations, 
their  being  subject  to  little  or  no  change  in  their 
mode  of  living  when  in  actual  service,  is  a  very 
prominent  one ;  for  they  are  not  only  less  liable 
to  be  diminished  by  disease,  but  they  add  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  all  their  physical  powers,  the 
no  less  important  moral  0eci  of  high  health  aad 
consequent  good  spirits;  and  the  want  of  which, 
generally  completes  the  destruction  of  a  beaten 
aad  retreating  army. 

Among  the  ancients,  the  ration  of  a  soldier 
was  prinpipaUy,  if  not  entirely,  vegetable;  and 
It  18  well  known  what  immense  burdens  they 
carried}  what  fatigues  they  underwent,  and  what 
surprising  marches  they  often  performed.  This, 
however,  probably  depended,  in  a  great  measure, 
like  the  success  of  the  armies  above  alluded  to, 
upon  the  little  change  required  in  their  mode  of 
living  when  called  Irom  their  homes  to  the  field. 

Whenever,  therefore,  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion, or  the  natural  fertility  of  a  country,  enables 
the  mass  of  ..the  population  to  habituate  them- 
selves to  a  degree  or  luxury  in  living,  it  becomes 
necessary  in  time  of  war  to  put  in  requisition  the 
wealth  and  means  these  very  circumstances  pro- 
duce, in  time  of  peace,  to  counteract  the  evil.    If 
an  army  of .  bji^rbarians  required  less  in  the  field, 
they  had  also  fewer  resources;  and  since  expe- 
rience has  shown  the  impossibility  of  accommo* 
dating  our  habits  (o  our  supplies^  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  adapt  our  supplies  to  our  habits.    The 
truth  of  these  remarks  will  appear  from  consid- 
ering that,  in  the  progress  of  almost  every  nation 
from  barbarism  to  civilization,  the  point  at  which 
their  armies  have  been  most  formidable  and  effi- 
cient, is  that  where  they  unite  the  hardihood  of 
the  former  to  the  resources  of  the  latter ;  where 
they  have  the  use  of  wealth  and  science,  without 
having  learned  to  abuse  them.    This  may  be  ex- 
emplified in  the  history  of  the  Russian  empire, 
since  the  time  of  Peter  the  Qreat. 

Although  not  immediately  connected  with  this 
subject,  it  mav  be  well  to  observe,  that  what  has 
been  advanced  in  relation  to  the  ration,  is  appli- 
cable, in  the  fullest  extent,  to  the  medical  attend- 
ance and  supplies  of  our  Army.  The  soldier 
who,  previous  to  enlistment,  had  no  physician 
but  nature,  no  nurse,  but  what  chance  or  charity 
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furnished,  and  who  nevet  knew  what  eomfort 
and  conreoience  were,  will  easily  straggle  through 
a  disease  that  would  be  iaeritably  fatal  to  one 
who  had  been  from  his  infancy  aecostomed  to 
erery  assistance  that  professional  skill  and  the 
solicitude  of  friends,  aided  by  a  competency  at 
least,  can  afford. 

But,  from  the  multiplicity  of  charitable  insti- 
tutions amonff  usj  even  our  {mupers  are  better 
attended  and  furnished  when  sick,  than  the  sol- 
dier can  possibly  be,  without  liberal  supplies  from 
the  public,  assisted  by  an  effectual  organization 
of  the  medical  staff,  a  rigid  observance  of  regu- 
lations,  and  a  strict  attention  to  duty.  Policy 
and  economy,  therefore,  no  less  than  humanity, 
require  attention  to  this  subject,  since,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Ipsa  of  much  time,  it  costs  the  public 
several  hundred  dollars  to  sapplv  the  place  of  a 

?[ood  soldier,  who  might  often  nave  been  sa?ed 
or  the  twentieth  part  of  the  sum. 

SuUing,  also,  is  a  subject  that  deserves  to  be 
particularly  noticed,  since  it  is  of  nearly  as  much 
importance  to  the  nealth,  comfort^  and  conveni- 
ence of  the  Army,  as  the  nature  of  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  ration ;  to  the  officers  it  is  more 
80 ;  for  both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  active  ser* 
vice  they  are  generally  stationed  so  far  from  cities 
and  villages  as  to  render  them  altogether  depen- 
dent upon  the  occasional  supplies  of  the  irregu- 
lar followers  of  a  camp;  ana  too  often  money 
cannot  procure  a  decent  meal.  From  the  ezpe- 
rieoce  of  the  late  war,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
this  circumstance  alone  rendered  the  service  on 
the  frontier  more  unpleasant  and  unpopular,  and 
caused  more  desertion,  if  it  may  be  so  termed 
than  all  others  together.  In  fact,  it  often  amountea 
to  absolute  want,  for,  after  living  a  few  weeks 
upon  a  soldier's  ration,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery 
would  render  bread  and  meat  as  useless  as  stoclcs 
and  stones.  And  even  when  the  camp  was  sur- 
rounded with  hucksters,  they  extorted,  in  a  short 
time,  all  the  monev  an  officer  possessed  for  sup- 
plying him  with  a  oare  subsistence,  so  that  it  too 
often  happened  that  those,  particularly  in  the 
subordinate  grades,  were,  from  absolute  poverty^ 
obliged  to  descend  to  habits  and  practices  totally 
inconsistent  with  the  character  of  officers  or  gen- 
tlemen. It  would  frequently  require  nearly  all 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  captain  to  discharge 
his  mess  bill ;  the  situation  of  subalterns,  there- 
fore, may, well  be  imagined,  since  the  scarcity  of 
supplies  reared  it  impossible  to  adapt  one's  liv- 
ing^to  his  means. 

Feeling  the  importance  of  this  subject,  com- 
manding officers,  repeatedly  attempted  to  obtain 
and  secure  regular  sutlers,  who,  from  having  the 
exclusive  risht  to  sell  to  their  corps,  might  be 
able  and  willing  to  furnish  them  regularlv  at  a 
low  rate.  But  this  was  found  impracticable;  in 
the  first  place,  from  the  irregolaritv  with  which 
the  Army  was  paid;  iind  secondly  from  the 
small  security  the  sutler  had  fot  his  money. 
The  former  was,  of  course,  the  chief  cause  of  the 
latter. 

I  have  known  an  honest  and  faithful  man  lose 
from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars,  by 


the  death,  desertion,  and  discharge  of  soldiers, 
who  had  not  been  paid  for  many  months,  and 
some  of  them  for  two  years.  The  consequence 
was  obvious ;  the  sutler  was  soon  obliged  to  quit 
his  business,  and,  in.  the  mean  time,  to  charge  an 
enormous  profit,  to  ma^e  up  for  these  losses,  in 
addition  to  those  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
borrowing  money  or  purchasing  at  a  long  credit, 
and  of  course  at  a  great  advance. 

In  actual  service,  perhaps,  the  troops  cannot 
always  be  regularly  paid:  some  mode  should 
therefore  be  adopted  to  secure  the  sutler  his  just 
and  authorized  demands,  in  all  cases,  which  I 
apprehend  might  be  easily  efieeted.  If  this  were 
done,  he  could  furnish  a  mesa  of  tea  men  with  all 
jLhe  groceries,  dbc.,  they  require  for  tea  dollaca  pec 
mpnth;  whereas /hey  now  spend  one-half  theic 
pay  for  occasional  supplies  of  the  worst  kind ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  a  mess  of  officers  might 
live  better  for  three  dollars  per  week  than  they 
often  do  for  four  or  five  times  that  sum. 

In  the  British  army  this  subject  has  reoeived 
the  attention  it  deserves ;  so  that  one  of  their 
regiments  is  generally  better  supplied,  and  kt  a 
cheaper  rate  than  any  of  the  neighboring  citi- 
zensj  and  it  sorely  is  of  equal  importance  to  nsi 
if  without  costing  the  puolie  a  cent,  we  can,  by 
suitable  laws  and  regulations,  enable  both  officers 
and  men  to  purchase  health  and  comfort  for  half 
the  money  they  now  pay  for  imposition  and  dis- 
ease. Before  quitting  this  point,  it  should  be 
observed,  that  no  important  arrangement  for  the 
Army  can  be  considered  in  the  abstract,  there  is 
such  a  mutual  dependence  of  all  military  r^ula- 
tions  that  it  is  often  impossible  to  foresee  the 
consequences  of  bad  ones. 

From  the  want  of  proper  and  regular  supplies, 
for  example,  the  important  subject  of  mudng 
has  been  almost  entirely  neglected.  An  officer, 
instead  of  finding  his  regimental  mess  a  com- 
fortable homci  in  which  he  feels  an  interest,  and 
to  which  he  is  pleased  to  return,  submits  with 
reluctance  to  a  few  months  of  privation  and 
hardship,  and  then  commences  his  operations  to 
effect  a  retreat  to  the  interior,  and  leaves  his 
place  to  be  temporarily  supplied  by  another 
equally  discontented  sojourner;  and  it  is  a  fact, 
no  less  important  than  .true,  that  those  command- 
ing officers  who  have  made  the  greatest  progrees 
in  regimental  police  have  the  least  trouble  in 
calling  home  their  wandering  officers,  and  keep- 
ing them  there.  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  as  is  often 
the  case,  that  a  soldier  must  expect  these  things, 
for,  like  all  others,  he  will,  to  a  certain  extent, 
consult  his  own  convenience.  The  camp  at 
French  Mills,  in  the  Fall  of  1813,  was  sufficient 
proof  that  the  comforts  of  officers  are  of  no  small 
importance  to  the  public;  for,  as  soon  as  they 
found  themselves  in  the  wilderness,  without  food 
or  houses,  they  not  only  quitted  their  posts  upon 
the  most  trifiing  pretences;  but  many  who  would 
have  faced  the  enemy  with  pleasure  fled  from 
privation  in  a  manner  that  came  little  short  of 
desertion.  After  what  has  been  observed  upon 
the  nature  of  the  ration,  the  necessitv  for  a  regi- 
mental grocery,  for  the  nealth  as  well  as  comfort 
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both  of  officers  and  men,  will  not  probably  re- 1 
quire  farther  proof. 

With  regard  to  the  articles  best  suited  to  com- 
pose the  ratioD,  it  is  necessary  that  they  be  not 
only  adapted  to  the  habits  of  the  soldier,  but  also 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  ba  easily  procured,  of  a 
jrood  quality,  and  capable  of  bein^  preserved  from 
injury  in  the  seyeral  parts  of  the  country  where 
they  are  to  be  used.  Wheat  flour  is  easily  dam- 
aged in  all  places,  and  in  that  state  is  extremely 
prejudicial  to  health.  Most  of  the  diseases  of 
the  troops  during  the  late  war  were,  by  general 
consent,  attributed  to  the  ration ;  but.  though  by 
no  means  true  to  the  extent  belieYed,  it  was  too 
oAen  so,  and,  nine  times  in  ten,  damaged  flour 
was  the  noxious  article.  At  French  Mills  par- 
ticularly, where  the  mortality*  was  almost  in- 
credible, the  flour  was  unfit  for  any  humi^n  stom- 
ach. Where  it  can  be  obtained,  therefore,  kilo- 
dried  corn-meal  is  far  preferable  to  flour  in  every 
respect;  but  where  it  cannot,  the  evil  may  in  a 
great  measure  be  remedied  by  causing  the  latter 
to  be  baked  in  the  form  of  hard  biscuits,  which 
can  not  only  be  preserved  a  much  lodger  time, 
but  are  more  palatable  and  less  injurious  when 
damaged,  and  tar  more  nutritious  when  good  than 
the  soft  bread  furnished  to  or  made  by  the  sol- 
diers. 

This,  it  is  believed,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance,  not  only  on  account  of  the  bad  effects 
of  damaged  flour,  but  from  the  faftt,  well  known 
to  many  valetudinarians  and  most  physicians, 
that  hard  bread  or  soft  bread  toasted  is  much 
more  easily  digested,  and  affords  more  nutriment 
than  in  any  other  form,  however  i^ood  the  quality 
may  be;  and,  since  a  pound  of  this  bread  will  be 
equal  to  a  pound  of  flour,  the  baking  will  be  but 
little,  if  any,  additional  expense. 

For  the  same  reason  that  kiln-dried  corn -meal 
should,  in  many  cases,  be  substituted  for  flour, 
bacon  ought  to  be  furnished  instead  of  salt  beef 
and  pork;  at  the  South,  particularly,  this  chaoffe 
appears  absolutely  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
troops.  With  this  alteration,  and  a  proper  re- 
daction of  the  quantity  of  the  meat,  this  part  of 
the  ration,  provided  a  due  proportion  of  it  be 
fresh,  would  be  as  good  as  can  possibly  be  re- 
quired. 

As  to  the  additional  vegetables  that  may  be 
substituted  for  part  of  the  meat,  the  kinds  best 
adapted  to  this  purpose,  on  every  account,  are 
those  used  by  the  British  and  French,  viz:  peas, 
beans,  and  rice;  they  may  be  obtained  in  abund- 
ance, and  generally  at  a  low  rate;  and,  if  issued 
either  regularly  or  occasionally,  would  not  only 
promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  soldier,  by 
approaching  near  to  his  accustomed  food,  but  by 
enabling  him  to  introduce  frequent  changes  in 
his  mode  of  preparing  it. 

The  deleterious  effects  pf  ardent  spirits,  par- 
ticularly in  the  army,  are  well  known ;  for,  in  the 
reports  of  sick,  "sudden  death  from  intoxica- 
tion," is  no  small  item.  It  is  suggested,  therefore, 
whether  this  troublesome  poison  should  not  be 
altogether  excluded,  and  tne  healthy  drinks  of 
molasses  and  water^  or  beer,  substituted  for  it;  if 


I  am  rightly  informed,  by  supplying  molasses 
and  the  essence  of  spruce,  one  quart  of  beer  may 
be  furnished  for  about  the  same  sum  as  one  gill 
of  whiskey.  The  necessitv  of  this  Will  be  more 
evident  when  it  is  remembered,  that  in  fact  the 
soldier  has.  at  present,  only  water  with  his  meals, 
for,  notwittistanding  all  regulations,  he  will  make 
a  morning  dram  of  his  whiskey,  which  is  one 
chief  cause  of  its  fniurious  effects. 

At  (he  request  of  a  surgeon  attending  a  post, 
where  the  men  were  severely  attacked  with  dys- 
entery this  last  Summer,  the  commanding  officer 
stopped  the  whiskey  altogether,  and  an  immedi- 
ate check  was  given  to  the  disease.  This,  how- 
ever, is  but  one  of  many  instances  of  the  good 
consequences  resulting  from  such  orders,  and 
particularly  at  the  South,  during  the  Summer 
monihsi 

Almost  all  classes  of  men  among  us  are  accus- 
tomed to  the  free  use  of  spices  and  other  condi- 
ments, particularly  of  pickles;  which,  on  account 
of  the  vegetable  acid  they  contain,  are  both  a 

fleasant  and  healthy  stimulus  to  the  stomach, 
ndeed,  vinegar  is  of  great  use  on  many  accounts; 
it  is  one  of  the  best  correctors  of  the  superabund- 
ance of  bile,  induced  by  an  unnatural  or  long  con- 
tinued stimulus;  whether  it  be  the  excessive  heat 
of  a  warm  climate,  an  abundance  of  animal  food, 
or  that  of  a  crude  consistence,  or  a  too  free  use  of 
ardent  spirits;  in  the  latter  case,  as  well  as  where 
laudanum,  or  other  narcoticv have  been  taken,  it 
seems  to  act  as  a  specific.  Whenever,  therefore, 
the  soldiers  are  supplied  with  the  lighter  vegeta- 
bles, as  cabbages,  beets,  cucumbers,  dbc,  which 
may,  by  suitable  arrangements,  easily  be  done, 
especially  on  the  peace  establishment,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  benefit  of  allowing  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  vinegar,  to  furnish  them  with  a  regu- 
lar supply  of  pickles;  and  even  without  these  it 
might  be  usea  with  great  advantage,  and  would 
generally  be  very  acceptable  in  its  simple  form. 
If,  from  these  considerations,  it  should  appear 
that  the  health  of  the  army  requires  alterations 
in  the  ration,  they  will  be  of  still  greater  weight 
when  we  remember  that,  from  the  nature  of  our 
public  institutions,  the  greater  part  of  our  force 
in  actual  service  does,  and  will  for  many  years, 
consist  of  militia— of  men  who  must,  necessarily, 
in  all  cases^  be  suddenly  taken  from  their  cus- 
tomary habits  and  comforts,  and  exposed  to  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  soldier,  with- 
out any  of  his  advantages.  The  effects  of  this 
have  been  too  lately  and  too  severely  felt,  to  be 
soon  forgotten ;  and  it  is  suggested^  whether  this 
circumstance  be  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
have  a  vdry  considerable  influence  in  decidin^f 
not  only  the  nature  of  the  ration,  but  of  all  thooe 
supplies  upon  which  militia,  when  on  duty,  are 
equally  as  dependent  as  the  regular  soldiers;  and 


less  objection  to  furnish  his  portion  of  any  addi- 
tional expense  that  may  be  necessary  to  insure 
their  provision.    All  which  is  submitted. 

J,  LOVBLL,  Surgeon  Gm. 
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THE  MILITIA. 

iCommunicated  to  the  House,  Jannaiy  d),  1819. 

Mr.  Hasrisoii^  from  the  committee  upon  the  im- 
provemeot  in  the  orgaaizatioo  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  made  ihe  following  report : 

That,  haviuff  had  the  subject  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  finding  that  a  bill  containing  a 
system  of  organization  and  discipline,  Reported 
at  the  last  secssion,  was  before  the  House,  they 
hare  nothing  further  to  ofier  on  the  particular 
points  contained  in '  ihe  bill.  But  as  it  is  their 
opinion  that,  if  the  bill  should  he  adopted,  it  will 
be  advancing  but  a  single  step  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  the  important  object- of  rendering  the 
militia,  in  all  cases,  a^  substitute  for  a  standing 
army,  they  have  directed  their  attention  towards 
some  ulterior  nneasttre  by  which  it  might  be  ef- 
fected. They  have  been  enabled  to  devise  none 
better  than  that  which  is  contained  in  the  report 
niade  to  this  House  on  the  17th  January,  1817  > 
and  they  beg  that  the  following  extract  therefrom 
nujr  form  a  part  of  their  report : 

"  The^reat  diikalty  to  be  encountered  is  the 
^ppli€ai:t9m  of  a  system  of  discipline  or  military 
instruction  to  a  great  populaiioo  scattered  over 
aM  itnmffine  territory. 

"  The  acconplisJimeni  of  thie  ob^c^  at  once, 
ia  eTidemly  not  withis  the  power  of  the  Qovern* 
ment.  To  instrocr  the  present  militia  of  the 
conntry,  to  any  useful  extent,  would  require  a 
larfcf  portion  of  their  time  than  they  ean  possibly 
sjjNure  from  the  duty  of  providing  for  their  faiiu* 
liee^  unleas  thev  are  liberally  paid :  to  pay  them 
would  absorb  all  the  resources  of  the  aation.  The 
aUernative  appears  to  be  to  direct  the  efforts  of 
the  GroTcrnment  to  instruct  such  a  portion  of  the 
militia  as  their  means  will  allow,  and  which 
would  produce  the  most  beneficial  result  unon 
the  whole  mass;  leaving  to  the  effects  of  another 
ayatem  the  gradual  instruction  of  those  military 
acquirements  which,  in  a  republicaaOoveromeikt, 
it  is  so  essential  for  every  citizen  to  possess.  Act- 
ing upon  this  principle,  and  believing  that  the 
inatraction  whieh  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Gtov* 
emnieoi  to  give  would  be  more  usefully  bestowed 
upon  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  aergeanu  of 
the  miUlia,  than  upoo  any  particular  puun,  the 
aeetioaa  of  the  bill  which  relate  to  this  part  of 
the  aubject  have  been  adopted  by  the  committee. 
They  hare  also  considered  it  to  be  proper  toannez 
aooae  estimatee  of  the  atfnual  expense  of  the  sys* 
iem  they  recommend. 

'*  Altbouf^h  ft  may  be  considered  that,  by  pre- 
qsntijag  a  bill  for  the  organization  and  classinca- 
tsoB  of  the  militia,  and  the  exposition  of  their 
■lotives  which  accompaay  it,  the  committee  have 
performed  the  task  asaigoed  them  bv  the  resolo^ 
turn  under  which  they  acted,  they  have,  never- 
theleas,  believed  it  to  be  their  dtKy  to  submit  some 
farther  vieiirs,  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
Qpott  this  important  subiect. 

■*  This  course  mav  be  more  excusable,  as  the 
toauniitte  have  no  hesitatioa  in  acknowledging 
that  the  plan  embraced  by  the  bill  is  a  mere  ex- 
1 5th  Con.  2d  Sess. — 76 


pedieni— achoice  of  difficulties^-a system  which, 
although  it  will  place  the  militia  upon  a  much 
better  footing  they  have  before  stood  on,  yet  is 
not  likely  to  produce  that  great  desideratum-* 
that  indispensable  requisite  in  a  (government  con- 
stituted like  ours— the  diffusion  of  a  military  spirit 
and  military  information  throughout  the  great 
mass  of  the  peonle. 

"  The  part  of^  the  subject  which  still  remains 
to  be  discussed  will  be  best  understood  by  divid- 
ing it  into  two  distinct*propositions: 

**ls,t.  is  it  desirable  that  the  whole  mide  popu- 
lation of  the  United  Sutes,  of  the  proper  age 
should  be  trained  to  the  usciof  arms,  so  as  to  su- 
persede, under  any  circumstances,  the  necessity 
of  a  standing  army  ? 

"2d.  Is  it  practicable? 

"  The  solicitude  which  has  been  manifested  by 
the  great  then  who  have  successive^  filled  the 
office  of  Chief  BAagistrate  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  military  discipline 
for  the  militia,  which  would  produce  the  effeer 
contemplated  by  the  first  proposition,  safficieatly 
manifests  their  sense  of  its  importance.  The 
DUbject  was  often  and  warmly  recommended  by 
the  Father  of  his  Country,  and,  at  an  early  period 
of  his  Administration,  a  plan  for  the  purpose  was 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  aad  being  cor^ 
rected  aareeably  to  his  suggestions^  was  submitted 
to  the  National  Legislature.  It  is  believed  that 
objections  to  the  expense  and  supposed  difiicuUy 
of  executing  this  plan,  and  to  its  object,  was  the 
cause  of  its  being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion  which 
prevailed  at  that  period,  that  an  eteergetic  national 
militia  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  security 
of  a  free  republic,  less  apparent  at  the  present  1 
Has  anything  since  occurred,  eith^  in  the  hia« 
tory  of  our  own  or  of  any  other  country,  to  show 
that  a  standitfg  "army,  forming  a  distinct  class 
in  thecommanity,"is  the  proper  defence  of  aOov- 
ernment  constructed  like  ours  ?  Do  the  events 
of  Ihe  late  war  show  that  diaeipline  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  militia?  or  does  the  preseat  aspeet 
of  the  political  world  afford  so  inuch  security  as 
to  justify- the  indiSbrence  which  prevails  in  pro* 
vidiog  an  effectual  national  defence  1 

"  It  ia  impossible  that  any  American  can  reenr 
to  inany  or  the  events,  and  particolarly  to  the 
eonoludiag  scenes  of  the  late  war,  without  feelinjg 
that  elevation  of  mind  which  a  recollection  of  his 
country's  glory  is  calculated  to  prodoce.  There 
ace,  however,  others,  aad  not  a  few,  that  are 
eminently, calculated  to  show  that  an  immense 
sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure  can  be  distinctly 
traced  to  the  want  of  ditoiplihe  in  the  militia. 
The  glorious  success  which,  in  seTeral  instances, 
crowned  their  efforts,  was  Ihe  result  ol  uncommon 
valor^  or  of  valor  united  with  the  advantage  of  a 
position  suited  to  their  peculiar  character.  The 
greater- part  of  the  American  militia,  accustomed- 
from  their  early  youth  to  the  use  of  fire-arms,  are 
doubtless  more  formidable  than  any  other  troops 
in  the  world  in  the  defence  of  a  line  or  rampart. 
Victories  in  the  field  are  gained  by  other  qnali* 
ties ;  by  those  disciplined  evolutions  which  give 
harmony  and  concert  to  numerous  bodies  of  men, 
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and  enable  whole  armies  to  move  with  the  activity 
and  address  of  single  combatants.  Let  our  mill* 
tia  be  instructed,  and  America  would  be  equal  to 
a  contest  with  the  rest  of  the  world  united,  "rhe 
improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  art 
of  war  since  the  commencement  of  the  French 
-tevolution  give  greater  advantage  to  invading 
and  disciplined  armies,  acting  asainst  those  of  a 
contrary  character,  than  they  before  possessed. 
Thisarises  from  their  increased  activity,  produced 
by  the  great  multiplication  of  their  light  troops; 
the  celerity  of  movement  givea  to  the  artillery ; 
and,  above  all,  to  the  improvements  in  the  stafl^ 
placing  the  subsistence  of  large  armies  upon  a 
footiag  of  security  beyond  wnat  was  formerly 
supposed  to  be  possible.  An  improvement  in 
tactics,  which  gives  advantages  to  the  professed 
soldier  who  fights  for  conquest  over  the  citizen 
who  bears  arms  only  in  the  defence  of  his  coun- 
try, is  perhaps  to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative 
is  left  to  the  latter  but  to  perfect  himself  in  the 
same  arts  and  discipline.  It  is  believed  that  there 
is  no  instance  on  record  of  a  republic  ^hose  citi- 
leos  had  been  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  having 
been  conquered  by  a  nation  possessing  a  different 
form  of  government.  Small  republics  have  been 
overthrown  by  those  who  were  more  powerful, 
as  Saguntum .  destroyed  by  Carthage,  and  Nu- 
mantia  by  Rome:  but  it  has  been  observed  o^ 
those  Governmenti,  that '  their  walls  and  towers 
became  their  funeral  piles,  leaving  nothing  to 
their  conquerprs  but  their  ashes,''  '> 

"  The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  any  as- 
pect, however  pacific  It  may  be,  which  the  Uov- 
ernments  of , Europe  may  lor  the  present  have 
assumed  towards  tbis  ^sountry,  should  be  used  as 
an  argument  to  procrastinate,  eveii  for  a  day,  any 
measure  calculated  to  render  their  futUfe  hostility 
abortive.  It  cannot  be  believed  that  any  real 
fVtendship  can  exist  in  the  breasts  of  the  sovereigils 
of  that  continent  for  a  Government  which  has 
been  founded  upon  principles  so  oppojBite  to  theirs, 
and  which,  by  the  happmess  it  diffuses,  affords 
an  eternal  satire  and  reproach  upon  tbeir  copduct. 
Whatever  security,  then,  may  be  derived  from 
their  policy,  none  can  certainly  be  expected  from 
their  forbearance,  whenever,  from  a  change  of 
eiroumstaoces,  they  may  tbinx  it  proper  to  change 
their  policy.  The  liberties  of  America  must,^ 
then,  be  preserved  as  they  were  won — by  the  arms, 
the  discipline,  and  the  vailor  of  her  free?born  sons. 

"  But  the  defence  of  our  country  against  a  for- 
eign enemy  does  not  constttute  the  only  (perhaps 
not  the  chief)  motive  of  military  improvements 
to  the  extent  contemplated  by  the  proposition  ^e 
are  considering.  The  safety  of  a  republic  depends 
as  much  upon  the  equality  in  the  use  of  arms 
amongst  its  citizens,  as  upon  the  equality  of  rigbu; 
nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  in  such  a  Govern- 
ment than  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  military 
art  confined  to  a  part  of  the  people,  for  sooner  or 
later  that  part  will  govern. 

"  The  eflects  of  discipline  possessed  by  a  few. 
to  control  numbers  without,  is  to  be  seen  in  all 
the  despotic  governments  of  modern  as  well  as 
ancient  times. 


"  In  general,  however,  the  subjects  of  those 
despotic  governments,  which  preserve  their  au- 
thority by  standing  armies,  are  not  allowed  the 
iise  of  arms';  but  the  use  of  arms  is  not  alone 
sufficient.  A  striking  example  of  this  is  to  be 
found  in  one  of  the  Grecian  republics.  The  Spjar- 
tans  were  enabled,  by  the  force  of  discipline 
alone,  to  keep  In  subjection  for  ages  the  Helots, 
and  other  ancient  inhabitants  of  Laconia.  These 
men  were  not  only  allowed  the  use  of  arms,  but 
upon  almost  every  occasion  formed  the  greater 
part  of  the  Lacedemonian  army ;  nor  were  they 
deficient -in  bravery,  but  they  were  not  permitted 
to  learn  that  admirable  discipline  which  distin- 

Suisbed  the  Oplites,  or  heavy  armed  infantry  of 
iparta. 

"Another  important  consideration,  urgin^^  the 
diffusion  of  a  military  spirit  amongst  our  citizens 
is,  the  counterpoise  it  will  afford  to  that  inordi- 
nate desire  of  wealth  which  seems  to  have  per- 
vaded the  whole  nation,  bringing  with  it  habits 
of  luxury,  manners,  and  principles,  highly  unfa- 
vorable to  our  republican  institutions. 

*^  The  first  effect  of  this  state  of  society  is  the 
substitution  of  a  standing  army  for  a  national 
militia. ,  Upon  this  subject  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  make  a  qi|oution  from  the  report  of  Gen- 
eral Knox,  corrected  by  President  WASBincrroif. 
*Itis,'  says  the  patriotic  Secretary,  'the  intro- 
duction of  vice  and  corruption  of  manners  into 
the  mass  of  the  people,  that  renders  a  standing 
army  necessary.  It  is  when  public  spirit  ie  de- 
spised, and  avarice,  indolence,  and  effeminacy  of 
manners  predominate,  and  prevent  the  establish- 
ment of  institutions  which  would  elevate  the 
minds  of  youth  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor, 
that  a  standing  army  is  formed  and  riveted  for- 
ever.' So  true  is  the  principle  here  contended 
for,  that  it  is  believed  there  is  no  instance  in  his- 
tory of  a  nation  losing  its  liberties  where  the 
military  spirit  of  the  people  did  not  decline  in  the 
same  proportion  that,  the  corruption  of  manners 
advanced.  Nor  was  any  free  government  erer 
overturned  by  an  internM  convulsion,  until  the 
destruction  of  that  spirit  had  been  £rst  produced 
in  the  body  of  the  people.  It  was  not  until  the 
amusements  of  the  theatre,  the  baths,  and  the 
publio  gardens,  had  superseded  the  exercises  of 
the  Campus  Martius,  that  a  Roman  army  dared 
to  revolt  against  its  country,  and  with  the  power 
of  the  aword  to  substitute  for  its  free  instltoiions 
the  arbitrary  will  of  a  dictator  |  eighty  years  be* 
fore  the  successful  usurpyttion  of  CMir,  the  revolt 
of  an  army  eoiild  have  ^produced  no  such  con- 
sequence. 

^^Bnt  the  habits  of  the  people  bad  been  changed  | 
no  longer  in  every  Roman  citizen  was  to  be  fomd 
a  trained  and  practised  soldier ;  the  higher  tactics 
were  cultivated,  indeed,  with  zeal  and  success  by 
a  martial  nobility.    No  period  has  been  more  pro- 
lific of  great  generals.  At  none  had  the  discipline 
of  the  feffions  been  so  perfect ;  but  they  were  no 
longer  filled  by  citizens  taking  their  routine  of 
service.  The  military  had  become  a  distinct  pro- 
fession ;  composed  of  men,  who,  in'  the  habits  oC 
war  and  pillage,  had  forgotten  the  sacred  oblig&— 
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tioDs  attached  to  their  character  as  citizens,  and 
who  were  erer  as  ready,  upon  the  suggestion  of 
their  leader,  to  torn  their  arms  against  their 
country,  as  the  enemy  whomi  they  were  raised  to 
oppose. 

*' As  in  erery  ag^,  then,  and  in  every  country, 
the  same  cause  will  produce  the  same  effects, 
the  palladium  of  American  liberty  must  be  the 
diffusion  of  military  discipline,  and  a  military 
spirit  through  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 

^ But,  secondly ;  is  the  object  attainable? 

"That  it  is  not  attainable  by  any  of  the  sys- 
tems which  have  heretofore  been  in  use  in  the 
United  States,  is  very  evident  from  the  little  suc- 
cess which  have  attended  them,  ^he  late  war 
repeatedly  exhibited  the  melancholy  fact  of  large 
corps  of  militia  going  to  the  battle  field  without 
understanding  a  single  elementarjr  principle,  and 
without  being  able  to  perform  a  single  evolution* 
Yet  militia  laws  exist)  and  have  existed,  in  all 
the  States  since  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  which 
set  apart,  with  great  precision,  a  number  of  days 
in  each  year  for  the  purposes  of  training  and  dis- 
cipline. Bat  from  this  plan  no  good  fruit  haa 
ever  been  produced.  It  was  au  error,  indeed, 
cotamoQ  to  all  the  militia  systems  in  use  in  the 
United  States,  that  the  periods  for  training  were 
too  short  and  too  distant  from  each  other  to  pro- 
duce much  benefit.  '         i 

"To  remedy  this  defect  camps  of  discipline 
have  been  recommended.  One  of  the  reasons 
which  governed  the  committee  in  rejecting  that 
part  of  the  Secretary  of  War's  recommendation 
has  been  explained  above}  but,  if  that  objection 
should,  be  overcome,  the  committee  are  far  from 
thinking  ihatthe  object  could  be  at  all  accomplish- 
ed in  that  way.  There  is  another  more  forinida- 
ble  obstacle  to  sQccess;  more  formidable,  because 
it  arises  from  the  nature  of  our  Government,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  human  character.  The 
sentiments  and  habits  of  a  free  country  necessa- 
rily produces  amongst  the  citizens  a  superior  rest- 
lessness under  restraint,  than  is  to  be  met  with  in 
the  subjects  of  a  monarchy.  This  spirit  frequently 
manifests  itself  even  in  a  career  of  military  services, 
where  the  high  interests  involved,  (and  in  which 
they  largely  partake,}  and  th^  evident  necessity 
of  discipline  might  be  supposed  able  to  correct  it« 
There  can  scarcely'  be  a  restraint  more  vexatious 
and  disgusting  to  a  grown  man  than  the  initia* 
tory  lessons  of  the  military  art.  Military  disci- 
pline consists  in  t&e  observance  of  a  number  of 
minute  particulars  which,  to  the  novitiate  in 
armsy  have  no  apparent  object,  but  which  form 
the  links  of  a  beautiful  and  connected  system.  It 
is  believed  that  to  this  cause  is  to  be  attributed 
the  little  progress  which  has  been  made  in  train- 
ing the  militia  of  the  United  States;  nor  is  there 
much  prospect  that  any  change  of  system  could, 
with  regard  to  the  present  militia,  produce  the 
result  at  which  we  aim. 

"  In  searching  for  landmarks  to  guide  us  to  our 
object,  it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  direct  our  at- 
tention to  the  modern  nations  of  Europe;  from 
them  we  can  borrow  nothing  to  aid  our  purpose; 
governments  formed  upon  artificial  distinctions 


in  society,  which  estimate  their  security  by  the 
inability  of  their  subjects  to  resist  oppression,  can 
furnish  a  free  people  with  no  guides  in  organizing 
a  system  of  defence  which  shall  be  purely  na- 
tional.   We  are  not,  however,  without  resource. 

'*  The  ancient  republics,  from  which  we  have 
drawn  many  of  the  choicest  maxitus  upon  which 
to  found  our  civil  institutions,  will  furnish  also  a 
most  perfect  model  for  our  system  of  national  de- 
fence. The  whole  secret  of  ancient  military 
glory— the  foundation  of  that  wonderful  combi- 
nation of  military  skiH  and  exalted  valor  Vhich 
enabled  the  petty  republic  of  Athens  to  resist  the 
mighty  torrent  of  Persian  invasion,  which  formed 
the  walls  of  Sparta,  and  conducted  the  Roman 
legions  (influenced,  indeed,  by  unhallowed  mo* 
tives)  to  the  conquest  of  the  world — will  be  found 
in  the  military  education  of  their  youth.  The 
victories  of  Marathon  and  Platea,  of  Cynoce* 
phele  and  Pydna,  were  the  practical  results  of 
the  exercises  of  the  Campus  Martins  and  Gym- 
nasia. It  is  on  a  foundation  of  this  kind,  and  of 
this  kind  onl^,  that  an  energetic  national  militia 
can  be  established. 

"*An  examination  into  the  employments  and 
obligations  of  individuals^ comprising  the  society,' 
says  Gknelral  E^ox,  'will  evince  the  impossibility 
of  diffusing  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war  by  any  other  means  than  a  course  of  disci- 
pline  during  the  period  of  non-age;  the  time  ne- 
cessary to  acquire  this  important  knowledge  can- 
not be  afforded  at  any  other  period  of  life  with  so 
little  injury  to  the  public  or  private  interests.' 
Nothing  is  more  true  than  what  is  here  advanced; 
and  yet  it  is  most  singular  that  the  amiable  and 
patriotic  Secretary  should  have  founded  his  plan 
upon  a  course  of  instruction,  to  commence  within 
the  limits  of  non-age,  indeed,  but  at  so  advanced 
a  period  of  it,  that  all  the  objections  which  could 
be  made  to  disciplining  the  militia  at  a  more  ad- 
vanced aze  will  apply  to  it,  with  the  addition  of 
others  which  are  n^ore  cogent,  and  which  are 
supposed  to  be  inherent  in  uie  system  itself.  Of 
his  advanced  corps^  composed  of  the  youth  of  18, 
19,  and  20  years  or  a^e,  those  of  18  and  19  are  to 
be  drawn  ont  for  thirty  days  in  each  year,  and 
those  of  iO  for  ten  days,  to  be  instructed  in  eampa 
of  discipline. 

^It  has  been  strongly  urged  against  thi^  plan, 
that  the  separation  of  the  yoiitb^  at  that  critical 
age,  from  the  superintending  vigilance  of  fheir 
parents  and  guardians,  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
step,  and  that  the  loss  of  time  from  thia  pursuit  of 
their  professions  and  occupations  would  prove  to 
them  a  most  serious  evil. 
.  **  Whatever  force  there  may  be  in  these  objec- 
tions, th^  committee  are  fully  persuaded  that  the 
improvement  to  be  derived  from  the  execution  of 
this  plan  would  not  compensate  for  the  expense 
and  loss  of  time  It  would  occasion.  The  perfec- 
tion of  discipline,  as  it  regards  the  soldier^  is  the 
grace,  the  precision,  and  address,  wfth  which  he 
performs  certain  evolutions.  To  arrive  at  thia 
perfection^  lon^  continued  practice  is  essential. 

*' And  since  it  must  be  evident  that  the  time 
necessary  for  this  purpose  cannot  be  taken  from 
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the  avocations  of  our  citizens,  aftef  they  have  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  maDhood,  the  only  alternative 
is  to  devise  a  system  of  military  instruction,  which 
shall  be  engrafted  on  and  form  a  part  of  the  ordi- 
nary education  of  our  youth. 

**  The  organization  of  a  system,  thus  extensive 
in  its  operations,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of 
some  time  and  difficulty.  The  want  of  statistical 
information  will  prevent  the  committee  from  sub* 
mitting  to  the  House,  at  this  time,  more  than  the 
outline  of  their  plan.  It  is  embraced  in  the  fol- 
lowiog  propositions:  .  , 

"As  the  important  advantages  of  the  military 
part  of  the  education  of  the  yoqth  will  accrue  to 
the  communit^Ty  and  not  to  the  individuals  who 
require  it,  it  is  proper  that  the  whole  expense 
of  the  establishment  should  be  borne  by  the  pub* 
He  treasury. 

"  That  to  comport  with  the  equality,  which  is 
the  basis  of  our  Constitution,  the  organization  of 
the  establishment  should  be  such  as  to  extend, 
without  exception,  to  every  individual  of  the 
proner  age. 

^That,  to  secure  this,  the  contemplated  mili- 
tary instruction  should  not  be  given  in  distinct 
schools,  established  for  that  purpose,  but  that  it 
should  form  a  branch  of  education  in  every  school 
within  the  United  States. 

"  That  a  corps  of  the  military  institutions  shoald 
be  formed  to  attend  to  the  gymnastic  and  elemen- 
tary part  of  education  in  every  school  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whibt  the  more  scientific  part  of  the 
art  of  war  shall  be  communicated  by  professors 
of  tactics,  to  be  established  in  all  the  higher 
seminaries. 

''The  committee  are  fully  aware  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  institution,  which,  from  its  nature, 
is  calculated  to  produce  an  important  change  in 
the  manners  and  habits  of  the  nation,  will  be  re- 
ceived with  caution  and  distrust  by  a  people 
jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  who  boast  of  a  Qov- 
ernment  which  executes  its  nowers  .with  the  least 
possible  sacrifice  of  indiviaoal  right.  An  en- 
cfoachment  upon  Individ oal  rights  forms  no  nart 
of  their .  system*  It  is  not  a  conscription  Which 
withdraws  from  an  anxious  pareot  a  son,  for 
whose  morals  he  fears  more  than  for  bis  life.  It 
is  not  a  Persian  or  Turkish  mandate  to  educate 
the  youtli  within  tke  purlieus  of  a  corrupt  court, 
but  a  system  as  purely  republican  in  practice  aa 
in  principle. 

^'  The  meana  are  furnished  by  the  Oovernment, 
and  the  American  youth  are  called  upon  to  qual- 
ify themselves,  under  the  immediate  inspection 
or  their  parents,  or  of  tcitors  chosen  by  their  pa- 
rents, for  the  sacred  task  of  defending  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country. 

"  Although  the  system  of  General  Enox  widely 
differs  from  that  which  has  been  recommended 
by  the  committee^  his  opinion  of  the  effects  to  be 
produced  by  it  is  coneeivea  to  be  more  particu- 
larly applici^ble  to  the  latter.  'If  the  United 
Sta.te(^'  says  he,  'possess  the  vigor  of  mind  to  es- 
tablish the  first  institution,  for  the  military  in- 
struction of  the  youth,  it  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  produce  the  roost  unequivocal  advan- 


tages. A  ffiorious  national  spirit  will  be  intro- 
duced, with  its  extensive  train  of  political  conse- 
quences. The  youth  wiU  imbibe  a  love  of  their 
country,  reverence  and  obedience  to  its  laws, 
couraffe  an^  elevation  of  mind,  openness  and 
liberality  of  character^  acoompaniea  bj  a  just 
spirit  of  honor.  In  addition  to  which,  their  bodies 
will  acquire  a  robustness,  greatly  conducive  to 
their  personal  happiness;  while  habit,  with  its 
silent  out  efficacious  operations,  will  durably  ce- 
ment the  system.' 

"  That  the  House  may  possess  all  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  act  upon  this  important  subject| 
the  committee  respectluUv  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution : 

"  BeBolveU,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  re- 
quired to  prepare  and  lay  before  this  House,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  mili- 
tary instruction  of  all  the  youth  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  way  which  is  best  calculated  for 
the  purpose,  with  as  little  injurv  as  possible  to 
the  ordinary  course  of  education.'' 


ofUMtMng  ike  Offieen  and  SergtanU  of 
tie  MUUia  of  tJU  Umied  SUUet. 

These  estimates  are  made  on  a  supposed  num^ 
ber  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  divided  equally, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  into  twenty-five  brigades. 

1st.  Estimate  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
officers  and  sersreants  receive  full  pay,  without 
rations,  or  an  allowance  for  rations  aod  forage, 
except  to  the  sergeants,  for  whom  rations  might 
be  necessary. 

Bach  brigade  containing,  according  to  estimate, 
four  thousand  men,  will  be  composed  of  four  regi- 
ments, or  forty  companies. 

There  would,  then,  be  the  following  field  and 
staff  officers,  who  should  attend  the  training: 

1  Brigadier  fuU  pay,  $104   .  $104  00 
1  Brigade  inspector,  with  the  pay 

of  major       ....  50  00 

4  Colonels,  at  (75       ...  300  00 

4  Lieutenant  colonels,  at.$60  240  00 

4  Majors,  at  $50  .       .        .       .  200  00 

40  Capuina,  at  $40       •               .  1,600  00 

40  Lieutenants,  at  $30  .        •       .  1,200  00 

40  Second  lieutenants,  at  ^35       .  1,000  00 

160  Sergeantf,  $8  pay,  and  $6  for 

ratiui^a 2,240  00 

Amount  of  expenses  of  one  brigade      $6,934  00 

The  adjuunt  to  be  taken  from  the  line. 

Brigades,  twenty-five. 

Bxpense  of  training  officers  for  one  month,  at 
fall  pay,  of  twenty-five  brigades,  or  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men  .       .       •  $173,850  00 

And  estimating  the  United  States  militia  at  a 
million,  then  the  total  exjpense  of  training  the 
officers  of  the  whole  militia  would  be  some  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  less  than  two  millions. 

The  following  estimate  is  made  on  the  suppo« 
sition  of  the  officers  receiving  only  half-pay ;  the 
estimate  proceeds,  however,  upon  a  supposition 
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that  tto  offieer  it  to  reoeire  1«m  iban  thirty  dol- 
lars per  month ;  and  the  sergeants  Ml  pay  and 
ralioBs. " 

Second  estimate  for  100,000  men : 
1  Brigadier,  half  pay  $03  00 

1  Brigade  inspeetor  ...  90  00 

4  Cotonels,  half-pay  ...  1^  00 

4  Lieot.  colonels,  half-pay  190  00 

4  Majors,  ^SO  each  .  180  00 

120  Captain  and  iienten'ts,  at  $30  3,600  00 

160  Sergeants,  pay  and  rations    .  9,940  00 


For  officers  of  one  brigade 
For  twenty*fire  brigades 
And  for  1,000,000     . 


96,312  00 

9157,800  00 

$1,078,600  00 


And  thirty  dollars  per  month,  except  sergeants, 
and  leaving  them  on  full  pay  and  rations,  then 
the  amount  would  be  raried,  as  will  appear  by 
the  third  estimate,  j'\%  : 

134  officers  in  a  brigade  or4,600,  at 

930  •  .  >  .  .  .  -  94,020  00 
160  sergeants  on  full  pay  and  rations        2,240  00 


One  brigade   -        r       -       -        - 

For  100,000,  making  t  wen  ty-fiy^  bri- 
gades .       -       .       -       - 

And  for  1,000,000  - 


'6,260  00 


156,500  00 


.  1,565,000  00 


iSopy  of  General  Knoa^»  report  on  the  arrangement 
and  ela99\fication  of  the  miUtiOt  made  to  the  House 
of  Repreeeniaiiveet  on  the  18M  January^  1790. 

.  War  Officii  Jamutry  18, 1790. 

Sir:  HaWng  sabmitted  to  yonr  consideration 
a  plah  for  the  amngament  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  which  I  had  presented  to  the  late 
Congress,  and  you  hating  approved  the  general 
principles  thereof,  with  certain  exceptions,  I  now 
respectfolly  lay  the  same  before  yoo,  modified 
Recording  to  the  alterations  you  were  pleased  to 
suggest* 

It  has  been  mT  anxious  desire  to  de?ise  a  Ba- 
tioaai  system  of  defence,  adequate  to  the  probable 
exigencies  of  the  United  Statee,  whether  arising 
from  iatermd  or  external  causes ;  and,  at  the  same 
timCf  to  erect  a  standard  of  repablicaa  magna- 
nimity,  independent  of  and  superior  to  the  pow- 
erful influence  of  wealth. 

The  convulsiTe  erents  generated  by  the  inor- 
dinate pursuit  of  riches  or  ambition  require  that 
the  Qovernknent  should  possess  a  strong  correc- 
tive arm. 

The  idea  is  therefore  submitted,  whether  an 
efficient  military  branch  of  gorernment  can  be 
invented  with  safety  to  tne  great  principles  of 
liberty,  unless  the  same  shall  be  formed  of  the 
people  themselves,  and  supported  by  their  habits 
anu  manners.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe., 

H.  KNOX,  Secretary  qf  War. 

The  Presidkit  of  the  united  Statee. 


THB  INYaOBOOTIOlf. 

That  a  well  constituted  republic  is  more  favor- 
able to  the  liberties  of  society,  and  that  its  prin- 
ciples give  a  higher  elevation  to  the  human  mind 
than  any  other  form  of  government,  has  gene- 
rally been  acknowledged  by  the  unprejudiced 
and  enlightened  part  of  mankind. 

But  it  is  at  the  same  time  acknowledged  that, 
unless  a  republic  prepares  itself,  by  proper  ar- 
rangements, to  meet  those  exigencies  to  which 
all  States  are  in  a  degree  liable^  its  peace  and  ex- 
istence are  more  precarious  than  the  forms  of 
government  in  which  the  iTill  of  one  directs  the 
conduct  of  the  whole  for  the  defence  of  the 
nation. 

A  Qovernment  iThose  nieasures  must  be  the 
result  of  multiplied  deliberations  is  seldom  in  a 
^toation  to  produce  instantly  those  exertions 
which  the  occasion  may  demand;  therefore,  it 
ought  to  possess  such  energetic  establishments  as 
should  enable  it,  by  the  vigor  of  its  own  citizens, 
to  control  events  as  they  arise,  instead  of  being 
convulsed  or  subverted' by  them. 

It  is  th^  misfortune  of  modern  ages  that  Gov- 
ernments have  been  formed  by  chance  and  events 
instead  of  system ;  that,  without  fixed  principles, 
they  are  braced  or  relaxed,  from  time  to  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  predominating  power  of  the  rulers 
or  the  ruled;  the  rulers  possessing  separate  in- 
terests from  the  people,  excepting  in  some  of  the 
bigli-toned  mdnarohies,  in  which  all  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  prince  seems  annihilated. 

Hence,  we  look  round  Europe  in  vain  for  an 
extensive!  Government,  rising  on  the  {rower  in- 
herent in  the  people,  and  nerforming  its  opera- 
tions entirely  for  their  benefit.  But  we  find  arti- 
ficial foree  i^verniag  everywhere,  and  the  people 
generally  made  subservient  to  the  elevation  and 
caprice  of  the  few;  almost  every  nation  appear- 
ing to  be  busily  employed  in  conducting  some 
external  war,  grappling  with  internal  commotion, 
and  endeavoring  to  extricate  itself  from  impend- 
in|^  debts  which  threaten  to  overwhelm  it  with 
rum.  Princes  and  Ministers  seem  neither  to  have 
leisure  nor  inclination  to  bring  forward  institu- 
tions for  diffusing  general  strength,  knowledge. 
and  happiness;  but  thej  seem  to  unaerstand  well 
the  Machiavelian  maxim  of  politics — divide  and 
govern. 

May  the  United  States  avoid  the  errors  and 
crimes  of  other  Gh)vemments,  and  possess  the 
wisdom  to  embrace  the  present  invaluable  oppor- 
tunity of  establishing  such  institutions  as  shall 
invigorate,  exalt,  and  perpetuate  the  great  princi- 
ples of  freedom ;  an  opportunity  pregnant  with 
the  fate-  of  millions,  but  rapidly  borne  on  the 
wings  of  time,  and  may  never  again  return. 

The  public  mind,  unbiassed  by  superstitioa 
or  prejudice,  seems  happily  prepared  to  receive 
the  impressions  of  wisdom.  The  latent  springs  of 
human  action,  ascertained  by  the  standard  of  ex- 
perience, may  be  regulated  and  made  subservient 
to  the  noble  purpose  of  forming  a  dignified  na- 
tional character. 

The  causes  by  which  nations  have  ake^nded 
and  declined,  through  the  various  ages  of  the 
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world,  may  be  ealmly  aod  aconraidy  detenntned ; 
and  the  United  States  may  be  placed  in  tbe  sin- 
gularly fortunate  condition  of  commenoinff  their 
career  of  empire,  with  the  aceumnlated  Know- 
ledge of  all  thd  known  societies  and  GoTernments 
of  the  globe. 

The  strength  of  tbe  Qorernment,  like  the 
strength  of  any  other  vast  and  complicated  ma- 
chine, will  depend  on  a  due  adjustment  of  its 
several  parts*  Its  agriculture,  its  commerce,  its 
laws,  its  finance,  its  system  of  defence,  and  its 
manners  and  habits,  all  require  consideration, and 
the  highest  exercise  of  political  wisdom. 

It  18  the  intention  of  tbe  present  attempt  to 
suggest  the  most  efficient  system  of  defence 
which  may  be  compatible  with  the  interests  of  a 
free  people;  a  system  which  shall  not  only  pro- 
duce the  expected  effect,  but  which,  in  its  opera- 
tions, shall  also  produce  those  babiu  and  manners 
which  will  impart  strength  and  durability  to  the 
whole  Qoyernment. 

The  modern  practice  of  Europe,  with  respect 
to  the  employment  of  standing  armies,  has  cre- 
ated such  a  mass  of  opinion  in  their  favor,  that 
even  philosophers  and  the  advocates  for  liberty 
have  frequently  confessed  .their  use  and  necessity 
in  certain  cases. 

But  whoever  seriously  and  candidly  estimates 
the  power  of  discipline  and  the  teadencT  of  mili- 
tary habits  will  be  constrained  to  confess  that, 
whatever  may  be  tbe  efficiency  of  a  standing  army 
in  war,it  cannot  in  peace  be  considered  as  friendly 
to  the  rights  of  human  nature.  The  recent  in- 
stance in  France  cannot,  with  propriety,  be 
brought  to  overturn  the  general  principle  built 
upon  tbe  uniform  experience  of  mankind.  It 
may  be  found^  on  examining  the  causes  that  ap- 
pear to  have  influenced  the  military  of  France, 
that,  while  the  sprinss  of  power  were  wound  up 
in  the  nation  to  the  nighest  pitch,  the  discipline 
of  the  army  was  proportionably  relaxed.  But 
any  argument  on  this  head  may  be  considered  as 
unnecessary  to  the  enlightened  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

A  small  cQTfga  of  well  disciplined  and  well  in- 
formed artillerists  and  engineers,  and  a  legion  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  and  the  magazines 
and  arsenals,  are  all  the  military  establishment 
which  may  be  required  for  the  present  use  of  the 
United  States. 

The  privates  of  the  corps  to  be  enlisted  for  a 
certain  period,  and  after  the  expiration  of  which 
to  return  to  the  mass  of  tbe  citizens. 

An  energetic  national  militia  is  to  be  regarded 
as  the  capital  security  of  a  free  republic ;  and  not 
a  standing  army,  forming  a  distinct  class  in  the 
community. 

It  is  the  introduction  and  diffusion  of  vice  and 
corruption  of  manners  into  the  mass  of  the  people 
that  render  a  standing  army  necessary.  It  is 
when  public  spirit  is  despised,  and  avarice,  indo- 
lence, and  effeminacy  of  manners,  predominate, 
and  prevent  the  establishment  of  institutions 
whicn  would  elevate  the  minds  of  the  youths  in 
the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor,  tha(  a  standing 
army  is  formed  and  riveted  forever. 


While  the  human  character  remains  onchangedi 
and  society  and  Qovernments  of  eonsiderable  ex- 
tent are  formed,  a  principle  ever  ready  to  execute 
tbe  laws  and  defend  the  State  must  oonstaotly 
exieu  Without  this  vital  principle  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  invaded  or  overturned,  and  tram- 
pled upon  by  the  bold  and  ambitious.  ^No  com- 
munity can  ba  long  held  together,  unless  its 
arrangements  are  adequate  to  its  probable  exi- 
gencies.   . 

If  it  should  be  decided  to  reject  a  standing  army 
for  tbe  military  branch  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  as  possessing  too  fierce  an  aspect, 
and  being  hostile  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  it 
will  follow  that  a  well  constituted  militia  ought 
to  be  established. 

A  consideration  of  the  subject  will  show  the 
impracticability  of  disciplining  at  once  the  mass 
of  the  people*  Ail  discussioas  on  the  subject  of 
a  powerful  militia  will  result  in  one  or  other  of 
the  following  principles : 

1st.  Either  efficient  institutions  muat  be  estab- 
lished for  the  military  education  of  the  youth, 
and  that  the  knowledge  acquired  therein  shall 
be  diffused' throughout  the  community  by  the 
means  of  rotation :  or, 

2dly.  That  the  militia  must  be  formed  of  sub- 
stitutes, after  the  manner  of  the  militia  of  Qreat 
Britain. 

If  the  United  States  possess  the  vigor  of  mind 
to  establish  the  first  institution,  it  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  produce  the  most  nneqoivocaJ 
advantages.    A  glorious  natiohal'  spirit  will  be 
introduced,  with  its  extensive  train  of  political 
consequences.    The  youth  will  imbibe  a  love  of 
their  country;  reverence  and  obedience  to  its 
laws;  courage  and  elevation  of  mind;  openness 
and  liberality  of  character,  accompanied  by  a  just 
spirit  of  honors  in  addition  to  which  their  bodies 
will  acquire  a  robustness  greatly  conducive  to 
their  personal  happiness,  as  well  as  the  defence 
of  their  country ;  while  habit,  with  iu  silent  but 
efficacious  operations,  will  durably  cement  the 
system. 

Habit,  that  powerful  and  universal  law,  inces- 
santly acting  on  the  humun  race,  well  deserves 
the  attention  of  legislators.  Formed  at  first  in 
individuals,  by  separate  and  almost  ioaperceptible 
impulses,  until  at  length  it  acquires  a  force  which 
controls  with  irresistible  sway.  The  effects  of 
salutary  or  pernicious  habits  operating  on  a  whole 
nation  are  immense,  and  decide  its  rank  and 
character  in  the  world. 

Hence,  the  science  of  legislation  teaches  to 
scrutinize  every  national  institution,  as  it  may 
introduce  proper  or  improper  habits,  to  adopt 
with  religious  zeal  the  former,  and  reject  with 
horror  the  latter. 

A  republic,  constructed  on  the  principles  herein 
stated,  would  be  uninjured  by  events  sufficient  to 
overturn  a  Gh>vernment  supported  solely  by  the 
uncertain  power  of  a  standing  army. 

The  well-ittforaied  members  of  the  community, 
actuated  by  the  hiffhest  motives  of  self-love, 
would  form  the  reid  defence  of  the  country. 
Rebellions  would  be  prevented,  or  suppressed 
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with  ease.  lovasioas  of  such  a  Qoreraoieiit 
woald  foe  aodertaken  odljr  by  madmeo.  aod  the 
Tirtues  and  knowledge  of  the  people  wovld  effect- 
ually oppose  the  introduction  of  tyranny. 

But  the  second  principle  (a  militia  of  substi- 
tutes) is  pregnaot,  in  a  degree,  with  the  mischiefs 
of  a  standing  army,  as  it  is  oighly  probable  the 
substitutes,  from  time  to  time,  will  be  nearly  the 
same  men,  and  the  most  idle  and  worthless  part 
of  the  community.  Wealthy  families,  proud  of 
distinctions,  which  riches  may  confer,  will  pre- 
Tent  their  sons  from  serving  in  the  militia  of 
aubetittttes;  the  plan  will  degenerate  into  habitual 
contempt;  a  standing  army  will  b^  introduced, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people  subjected  to  all  the 
contingencies  of  events. 

The  expense  attending  aa  energetic  establish- 
loent  of  militia  may  be  strongly  ui'ged  as  an  ob- 
jection to  the  institution^    But  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  this   objection   is  levelled  at  both 
systems,  whether  by  rotation  or  by  substitutes ; 
for,  if  the  numbers  are  equal,  the  expense  will 
also  be  equal.    The  estimate  of  the  expense  will 
show  its  unimportance  when  compared  with  the 
magnitude  and  beneficial  effects  of  the  institution. 
0Ut  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  cheer- 
folly  consent  to  the  expenses  of  a  measure  calcu- 
lated to  serve  as  a  perpetaal  barrier  to  their  iib- 
erties;  especially  as  they  well  know  that  the 
disbursements  will  be  made  among  the  members 
of  the  same  community,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
injarious.  s 

Svery  intelligent  mind  would  r^oice  in"lhe 
establishment  of  an  institution,  under  whose  aus- 
pices the  youth  and  vigor  ei  the  constitution 
would  be  renewed  with  each  successive  genera- 
tion, and  which  would  appear  to  secure  the  great 
prin  ciples  of  freedom  and  happiness  against  the 
injaries  of  time  and  events. 

The  following  plan  is  formed  on  these  general 
principles: 

Ist.  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  every 
nation  to  establish  all  necessary  institutions, for 
its  own  perfection  and  defence. 

2dly.  That  it  is  a  capital  security  to  a  free  State 
for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  possess  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  military  art. 

Sdly»  That  this  knowledge  cannot  be  attained 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  but  by  establishing 
adequate  institutions  for  the  military  education 
of  youth ;  and  that  the  knowledge  acquired  therein 
should  be  diffused  throughout  the  community  by 
the  principles  of  rotation. 

4ihly.  That  every  man  of  the  proper  ace  and 
ability  of  body  is  firmly  bound  by  the  social  com- 
pact, to  perform,  personally,  his  proportion  of 
-  military  duty  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

5thly.  That  all  men  of  the  legal  military  ase, 
should  be  armed,  enrolled,  and  held  responsible 
for  different  deffrees  of  miUtary  service. 

And^thly.  That,  agreeably  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  United  States  are  to  provide  for  organ- 
Mng,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  Statesi  re* 
nerring  to  the  States^  respectively,  the  appoint- 


ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress. 

THE  PLAN. 

The  period  of  life  on  which  military  service 
shall  be  required  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  commence  at  eighteen,  and  terminate 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
,  The^  men  comprehended  by  this  description, 
exclusive  of  such  exceptions  as  the  Legislatures 
of  the  respective  States  may  think  proper  to 
make,  and  all  actual  mariners,  shall  be  enrolled 
for  different  degrees  of  military  duty,  and  divided 
into  three  distinct  classes. 
.  The  first  class  shall  comprehend  the  youth  of 
eighteen,  nineteen,  and  twenty  years  of  age,  to 
be  denominated  the  advanced  corps. 

The  second  class  shall  include  the  men  from 
twenty-one  to  forty-five  years  of  age,  to  be  de- 
nominated the  main  corps. 

The  third  clas^  shall  comprehend^  inclusively, 
the  men  from  forty-six  to  sixty  years  of  age,  to 
be  denominated  the  reserved  corps. 

All  the  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  as- 
sume the  form  of  the  legion,  which  shill  be  the 
permanent  establishment  thereof. 

A  legion  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  commissioned  officers,  and  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates,  formed  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 

1.  71u  legionary  sto^.— One  legionary,  or  ma- 
joi[  general ;  two  aids-de-camp  of  the  rank  of 
major,  one  of  whom  to  be  the  legionary  quarter- 
master; one  inspector  and  deputy  adjutant  gene- 
ral, of  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel;  one  chap- 
lain. 

2.  The  &r^a(2e#to2f.— One  brigadier  general; 
one  brigade  inspector,  to  serve  as  an  aid-de-camp. 

3.  Tac  regimenUd  ataf. -^One  lieutenant  colo- 
nel coqaniandant;  two  majors;  one  adjutant; 
one  paymaster,  or  agent;  one  quartermaster. 

4.  TiDO  hrigadee  of  C^/^/ry.— Each  brigade 
of  two  regiments ;  each  regiment  of  eight  com- 
panies, forming  two  battalions;  each  company 
of  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  six  serffeants, 
one  drom,  one  fifc^  and  sixty-four  rank  and  file. 

5.  TwocomtpameieofTifietMn, — Each  company 
to^have  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  six  ser- 
geants, a  bugle-horn,  one  drum,  and  sixty-four 
rank  and  file. 

,  6.  A  battalion  q/*ar<i22ery.— Consisting  of  four 
companies,  each  to  have  a  captain,  captain-lieu- 
tenant, one  lieutenant,  six  seraeants,  twelve  arti- 
ficers, and  fifty-two  rank  and  file. 

7.  A  equadron  of  cavoZry.— Consisting  of  two 
troops,  each  troop  to  have  a  captain,  two  lieu- 
tenants, a  cornet;  six  sergeants,  one  farrier,  one 
saddler,  one  trumpeter,  and  sixty-four  dragoons. 

In  case  the  whole  number  of  the  advanced 
corps  in  any  State  should  be  insufficient  to  form 
a  legion  of  this  extent,  yet  the  component  parts 
must  be  preserved,  and  the  reduction  proportioned, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  each  part. 

The  companies  of  all  the  corps  shall  be  divided 
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•tBto  aectioDS  of  twelve  each.    It  is  proposed  bf    the  said  term  of  six  ye^rs,  except  in  oases  of  ao- 
fbis  divisioD  to  establish  one  uniform  Yital  prin-   taal  inrasion  of  or  rebellion  within  the  State  in 

which  he  resides.  And  it  shall  also  be  a  perma- 
nent establishment,  that  six  years'  actual  service 
in  the  field  shall  entirely  free  every  citizen  from 
aov  further  densnds  of  service,  either  in  the 
militia  or  in  the  field,  unless  in  cases  of  invasion 
or  rebellion. 

All  actual  mariners  or  seamen,  in  the  respective 
States,  shall  be  registered  in  districts,  and  aivided 
into  two  classes  ;  the  first  class  to  consist  of  all 


prin 
ciple^  which,  in  peace  and  war,  shall  pervade  the 
milUia  of  the  United  States. 

All  reqasitioos  for  men  to  form  an  army,  either 
for  State  or  federal  purposes,  shall  be  furnished 
bj  the  advanced  and  main  corps,  by  means  of 
the  sections. 

The  Executive  Qovernmeot,  or  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  militia  of  each  State,  will  assess 
the  numbers  required  on  the  r^pective  legions 
of  these  corps. 

The  legionarf  General  will  direct  the  propor- 
tions to  be  furnished  by  each  part  of  his  com- 
mand. Should  the  demand  be  so  grea^  as  to 
require  one  man  from  each  section,  then  the 
operation  hereby  directed  shall  be  performed  by 
single  sections.  But  if  a  less  numoer  should  be 
required,  they  will  be  furnished  bv  an  association 
of  sections  or  companies,  according  to  the  de- 
mand. In  any  case,  it  is  probable  that  mutual 
convenience  may  dictate  an  agreement  with  an 
individual  to  perform  the  service  required;  If, 
however,  no  agreement  can  be  made,  one  must 
be  detached  by  an  indiscriminate  draught,  and 
the  others  shall  pay  him  a  sum  of  money,  equal 
to  the  average  sum  which  shall  be.  paid  in  the 
same  lej^ion  for  the  voluntary  performance  of 
the  service  required. 

In  case  any  sections,  or  companies  of  a  legion, 
after  having  furnished  its  own  quota,  shoula 
have  more  men  willing  to  engage  'for  the  service 
required,  other  companies  (»  the  eame  leoion 
shall  have  permission  to  enmge  them.  The 
same  rule  to  extend  to  the  different  iegiona  in 
the  State. 

The  legiontry  General  must  be  responsible  to 
the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
State,  that  the  men  furnished  are  according  to 
the  description,  and  that  they  are  equipped  in 
the  manner,  and  marched  to  the  rendexvous,  eon- 
fommbly  to  the  orders  for  that  purpose. 

The  men  who  may  be  draughted  shall  not 
serve  more  than  three  vears  at  one  time. 

The  reserved  corps,  being  destined  for  the  do- 
mestic defence  of  toe  State,  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  furnish  men,  excepting  in  cases  of  actual  inva- 
sion or  rebellion,  and  then  the  men  required  shall 
be  furnished  by  means  of  the  sections* 

The  actual  commissioned  officers  of  the  re- 
spective corps  shall  not  be  included  in  the  sec- 
tions, nor  in  any  of  the  operations  thereof. 

The  respective  States  shall  be  divided  into 
portions  or  districts,  each  of  which  .  to  eon  tain, 
as  nearly  a9  may  be,  some  complete  part  of  a 
legion. 

Every  citixen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
serve  his  country  in  the  field,  for  the  space  of 
one  year,  either  as  an  officer  or  soldier,  shall,  if 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  yeariL  be  exempted 
from  the  service  required  in  the  advanced  corps. 
If  he  shall  be  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  year& 
then  every  year  he  shall  so  serve  in  the  field 
shall  be  estimated  as  equal  to  six  years'  service 
in  the  main  or  reserved  corps,  and  shall  accord- 
ingly exempt  him  from  every  service  therein  for 


seamen,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  thirty  years, 
inclusively ;  the  second  class  to  consist  of  mil 
those  of  the  age  of  thirty-one  to  fony-five,  is- 
clusivehr. 

The  nrst  class  shall  be  responsible  to  serve  thrae 
years  on  board  of  some  public  armed  vessel  or 
ship  of  war,  as  a  commissioned  officer,  warrant 
officer,  or  private  mnriner;  forwhich  service,  they 
shall  receive  the  customary  wages  and  emola- 
ments. 

3ot  should  the  State  not  demnnd  the  said  three 
years'  service  during  the  above  period,  from  the 
age  of  sixteen  to  thirty  years,  then  the  party  to 
be  exempted  entirely  therefrom. 

The  person  so  serving  shall  receive  a  certificate 
of  his  service,  on  parchment,  according  to  the 
form  which  shall  be  directed,  which  shall  exempt 
him  from  iny  other  than  voluntary  service^  unless 
on  such  exigencies  as  may  require  the  services 
of  all  the  members  of  the  commonity. 

The  second  class  shall  be  responsible  for  a  pro- 
portion of  service  in  those  canes  to  whieh  the 
firal  class  shall  be  une^naL 

The  numbers  required  shall  be.  furnished  by 


sections^  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
the  sections  of  the  militia. 


for 


Of  the  AdvfOhced  Corpg. 

The  advanced  corps  are  designed,  not  only  as 
a  school,  in  which  th^  youth  of  the  United  States 
are  to  be  instructed  m  the  art  of  war,  but  they 
are,  in  all  cases  of  exigence,  to  serve  as  an  actual 
defence  to  the  community. 

The  whole  of  the  armed  corps  shall  be  clothed 
according  to  the  manner  hereafter  directed,  armed 
and  subsisted,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States ; 
and  all  the  youth  of  the  said  corps,  ia  each  State, 
shall,  be  encamped  together,  if  practicable,  or  by- 
legions;  which  encampments  shall  be  denomi- 
nated the  annual  camps  of  ducipline. 

The  youth  of  eighteen  and  nineteen  years 
shall  be  disciplined  for  thirty  days  successively 
in  each  year ;  and  those  of  twenty-years  shall  be 
disciplined  only  for  ten  days  of  the  annual  en- 
campments. 

The  nbn-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
are  not  to  receive  any  pay  during  the  said  time ; 
but  the  commissioned  officers  will  receive  the  pay 
of  their  relative  ranks,  agreeably  to  the  Federal 
establishment  for  the  time  being. 

In  order  that  the  plan  shall  effectually  answer 
the  end  proposed,  the  first  day  of  January  shall 
be  the  fixed  period,  for  all  who  attain  the  age  of 
eighteen  yeara  in  any  part  or  during  the  conise 
of  each   year,  to  be  enrolled  ia  the  advanoed 
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cmrpc,  and  to  take  the  necessary  oaths  to  perform, 
personally,  such  le^ al  military  serrice  as  may  be 
directed,  for  the  fall  and  complete  term  of  three 
years,  to  be  estimated  from  the  time  of  entrance 
into  the  said  corps ;  and  also  to  take  an  oath  of 
all<^iance  to  the  State,  and  to  the  United  States. 

The  commanding  officer,  or  general  of  the.ad- 
yanced  lesions  of  tae  district,  shall  regulate  the 
manner  of  the  serf  ice  of  the  yoath,  respeotiToly, 
whether  it  shall  be  in  the  infantry,  artillery,  or 
cavaljy ;  but  after  having  entered  into  either  of 
them,  no  chanffe  should  be  allowed. 

Each  individoal,  at  bis  first  Joining  theanifual 
camps  of  discipline,  will  receive  complete  arms 
and  accoutrements,  all  of  which,  previously  to 
his  being  discharged  from  the  said  camps,  he  most 
return  lo  the  rcffimeutal  quartermaster,  on  the 
penalty  of  — ;—  dollars,  or  ^^-«*  months'  impris- 
onment. 

The  said  arms  and  accoutrements  shall  be 
marked  in  some  conspicuous'  place  with  the  let- 
ters M.  U.  S.  And  all  sales  or  "purchases  of  any 
of  said  arms  or  accoutrements  shall  be  severely 
punished  accordtnjg  to  law. 

And  each  individual  shall,  also,  on  his  first  en- 
trance into  the  advanced  corps,  receive  the  fol- 
lowing clothing :  one  hat,  one  uniform  short  coat, 
one  waiscoat,  and  one  pair  of  overalls,  which  he 
shall  retain  in  his  own  possession,  and  for  which 
he  shall  beheld  accountable,  and  be  compelled 
Co  replace  all  deficienciea  during  his  service  in 
&he  annual  camps  of  discipline. 

Those  who  shall  serve  in  the  cavalry  shall  be 
at  the  expense  of  their  own  horses,  and  uniform 
kelmeis,  and  horse  furniture;  but  they  shall 
receive  forage  for  their  horses, swords,  pistols,  and 
clothing,  equal  in  value  to  the  infantry. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  every  individ- 
ual having  served  in  the  manner  and  for  the  time 
prescribed  shall  receive  an.  honorary  certificate 
thereof, on  parchment, and  signed  by  the  legionary 
general  lind  inspector.    • 

The  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  such  certi- 
ficates shall  be  given  shall  be  fairly  registered  in 
books  tp  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

And  the  said  certificate,  or  an  attested  copy 
of  the  register  aforesaid,  shall  be,  required  as  an 
indispensable  qualification  for  exercising  any  of 
the  rights  of  a  free  citizen,  until  after  the  age  of 
—  years. 

The  advanced  legions,  in  all  cases  of  invasion 
or  rebellion,  shall,  on  requisition  of  lawful  au- 
thority, be  obliged  to  march  to  any  place  within 
the  United  States;  to  remain  imbodied  for  such 
time  as  shall  be  directed,  not  to  exceed  one  year, 
to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  marching  from 
the  regimental  parades,  during  the  period  of  their 
being  on  sueh  service;  to  be  placed  on  the  con- 
tinental establishment  of  pay,  subsistence,  cloth- 
ing, forage,  tents,  camp  equipage,  and  all  suoh 
other  allowances  as  are  made  to  the  federal 
troops,  at  the  same  time,  and  under,  the  saise 
circumstasces. 

If  the  military  service  so  required  should  be  for 
such  a  short  period  as  to  render  an  aotoal  issue  of 
clothing  unnecessary,  then  fin  allowance  should 


be  made  in  proportion  to  the  annual  cost  of  doth* 
ing  for  the  federal  soldier,  according  to  estimates 
to  be  furnished  for  that  purpose  from  the  War 
Office  of  the  United  States. 

In  case  the  legions  of  the  advanced  corps  should 
march  to  any  place,  in  consequence  of  atequisi* 
tion  of  the  Qeneral  Gbvernment,  all  legal  and 
proper  expenses  of  such  march  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  States.  But  should  they  be  imbodied 
and  mi^reh  in  consequebce  of  an  order  derived 
from  the  authority  of  the  States  to  which  they 
belong,  and  for  State  purposes,  then  the  expenses 
will  be  borne  by  the  State. 

The  advanced  corps  shall  be  constituted  on 
such  principles  that,  when  completed,  it  will 
receive  one-third  part,  and  discharge  one-third 
part  of  its  numbers  annually.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, two-thirds. of  the  corps  will  at  all  times  be 
considerably  disciplined ;  but^  as  it  will  only  re- 
ceive those  of  eighteen  years,  it  will  not  be  com- 
peted until  the  third  year  after  its  institution. 
Those  who  have  already  attained  the  ages  of 
nineteen  and  twenty  years  will,  in  the-  first  in- 
stance, be  enrolled  in  the  main  corps. 

But  one-half  of  the  legionary  officers  tabe  ap- 
pointed the  first,  and  the  other  the  second  year 
of  the  establishment. 

The  officers  of  each'  grade  in  the  States,  re- 
spectively, shall  be  divided  into  three  classes, 
which  shall  by  iot  be  numbered  one,  two,  and 
three;  one  of  the  said  classes,  aecording  to  their 
numbers,  shall  be  be  deranged  every  third  year.  In 
the  first  period  of  nine  years  one-third  part  will 
have  to  serve  three,  one«-third  part  six,  Mid  one- 
third  part  nine  years;  but  after  the  said  first 
period,  the  several  classes  will  serve  nine  yeartf, 
which  shall  be  the  limitation  of  service  by 
virtue  of  the  same  appointment;  and  ia  suoh 
cases  where  there  may  not  be  three  officers  of 
the  same  mde^  the  limitation  of  nine  years'  ser- 
vice shall  he  obserred.  All  vacancies  occasioned 
by  the  aforesaid  derangementSjOr  any  casualties, 
shall  be  immediately  filled  by  new  appointments. 

The  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  advanced 
corps  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-one,  nor  more 
than  thirty-five;  and  the  field  officers  shall  not 
exceed  forty-five  years  of  age. 

.Each  company,  battalion,  and  regiment  shall 
have  a  fixed  parade  or  place  at  which  to  assem- 
ble. The  companies  shall  assemble  at  their  own 
parade,,  and  march  to  the  parade  of  the  battalion, 
and  the  battalions  to  the  n^imental  parade ;  and, 
when  thus  imbodied,  the  regimdht  wiU  march  to 
the  rendezvotn  of  the  legion.  Every  officer  of  a 
cottipany,  battalion,  and  regiment  will  be  ac- 
countable to  his  superior  officer  that  his  com- 
mand is  in  the  most  perfect  order. 

The  officers  to  receive  subsistence  money  In 
lieu  of  provision,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 

Sades ;  and  those  whose  duties  require  them  to 
on  horseback  will  reoeivei  forage  in  the  same 
proportion. 

.  avery  legion  must  have  a  chaplain,  of  respect- 
able talents  and  character,  wto,  besides  his  reli- 
gious functions,  should  impress  on  the  minds  of 
youths,  at  stated  periods,  in  concise  diseowwlB, 
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the  eminent  adTantages  of  free  QoTernments  to 
the  happiness  of  society,  and  that  such  Qofern- 
ments  can  only  be  supported  by  the  knowledge, 
spirit,  and  yirtuous  condoct  of  the  youths ;  to 
be  illastrated  by  the  most  conspicuous  examples 
of  history. 

No  amasementa  should  be  admitted  in  camp 
but  those  which  correspond  with  war — the  swim- 
ming of  men  and  htirses,  running,  wrestling,  and 
such  other  exercises  as  should  render  the  body 
flexible  and  rigorous. 

The  camps  should,  if  possible,  be  formed  near 
a  river,  and  remote  from  large  cities.  The  first 
is  necessary  for  the  practice  of  the  maooBuyres ; 
the' second  to  avoid  the  rices  of  populous  places. 

The  time  of  the  annual  encampments  snail  be 
divided  into  six  parts  or  periods,  of  five  days  each ; 
the  first  of  whkh  shall  be  occupied  in  acquiring 
the  air,  attitudes,  and  first  principles  of  a  soldier; 
the  second^  in  learning  the  manual  exercise,  and 
to  march  individually/ and  in  small  squads;  the 
third  and  fourth,  in  exercising  and  maocsuvring 
in  detail,  and  by  battalions  and  regiments ;  in  the 
fifth,  the  youth  of  twenty  having  been  disciplined 
during  the  two  preceding  annual  encampments 
are  to  be  included.  This  period  is  to  be  employed 
in  the  exercise  and  tactics  of  the  legion,  .or,  if 
more  than  one,  in  e:(ecuting  the  grand  manosuvres 
of  the  whole  body — marching,  attacking,  and  de- 
fending, in  various  forms,  different  grounds  and 
positions;  in  fine,  in  representing  all  the  real 
images  of  war,  excepting  the  effusion  of  blood. 

The  guards,  and  every  other  circumstance  of 
the  camjv  ^0  ^  perfectly  regulated. 

Each  State  will, determine  on  the  season  in 
which  its  respective  annual  encampments  shall 
be  formed,  so  as  best  to.suit  the  health  of  the  men 
and  the  general  interests  of  the  society.. 

The  United  States  to  make  an  adequate  pro- 
rision  to  supply  the  arms,  clothing,  rations,  artil- 
lery^ ammunition,  forage,  straw,  tents,  camp 
equipages,  including  every  requisite  for  the  an- 
nual camps  of  discipline ;  and  also  for  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  leffionary  officers;  and  for 
the  following  general  staff:  one  inepector  general, 
one  adjutant  general,  one  quartermaster  general, 
with  a  deputy  for  each  State. 

These  officers  will  be  essential  to  the  unifor- 
mity^  economy,  and  efficacy  of  the  system ;  to  be 
appomted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.^ 

The  quartermaster  general  shall  be  responsible 
to  the  United  States  for  the  public  property  of 
every  species  delivered  to  him  for  the  annual 
camps  of  discipline;  and  his  deputy  in  each  State 
shall  be  responsible  to  him. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  annual  camps  of 
discipline,  the  deputy  quartermaster  will  make 
regulav  issues  to  the  legionary  or  regimental 
quartermasters,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  every  species  provided  by  the  United 
States. 

The  return  for  the  said  articles  to  be  extmined 
and  certified  by  the  highest  legionary  or  regi- 
mental officer,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  t)e 
responsible  for  the  accuracy  thereof* 


At  the  expiration  of  the  annual  camps  of  dis- 
cipline, all  public  property  (clothing  excepted} 
shall  be  returned  to  the  deputv  quartermaster  of 
the  State,  who  shall  hold  the  legionary  quarter- 
master accountable  for  all  deficiencies*  All  the 
apparatus  and  property  so  return#d  shall  be  care- 
fully examined,  repaired,  and  deposited  in  a  mag- 
azine, to  be  provided  in  each  State  for  that  pur- 
pose, under  the  charge  of  the  said  deputy  quar- 
termaster, until  the  ensuing  annual  encampment| 
on  any  occasion  which  may  render  a  new  issue 
niBcessary. 

Corporal  punishments  shall  never  be  inflicted 
in  the  annual  eampe  of  discipline;  but  a  system 
of  fines  and  imprisonment  shall  be  formed  for  the 
regular  government  of  said  camps. 

Of  the  Main  Corps. 

As  the  main  and  reserved  corps  are  to  be  re- 
plenished, by  the  principle  of  rotation,  from  the 
advanced  corps,  and  ultimately  to  consist  of  men 
who  have  received  their  military  education  there- 
in, it  is  proper  that  one  uniform  arrangement 
should  pervade  the  several  classes. 

It  IS  for  this  reason  the  legion  is  established,  as 
the  coipmon  form  o£  ail  the  corps  of  the  militia. 

The  main  legions,  consisting  of  a  great  major- 
it)r  of  the  m^n  of  the  military  age,  vf  ill  form  the 
principal  defence  of  the  country. 

They  are  to  be  responsible  for  their  proportion 
of  men,  to  form  an  army  whenever  necessity  shall 
dictate  the  measure ;  and.  on  every  sudden  occa- 
sion, to  which  the  advanced  corps  shall  be  incom- 
petent, an  adecjuate  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  shall  be  added  thereto  from 
the  main  corps,  by  naeans  of  the  sections. 

The  main  corps  will  be  perfectly  armed  in  the 
first  instance,  and  will  practice  the  exercise  and 
minoBUvres  four  days  in  each  year;  and  will  as- 
semble in  their  respective  distncts,  by  companies, 
battalions,  regiments,  or  legions,  as  shall  be  di- 
rected by  the  legionary  general ;  but  it  must  be 
a  fixed  rule  'that,  in  the  populous  parts  of  the 
States,  the  regiments  must  assemble  once  annu« 
ally,  and  the  legions  once  in  three  years. 

Although  the  main  corps  cannot  acquire  a  great 
degree  of  military  knowledge  in  the  few  days 
prescribed  for  its  annual  exercise,  yet,  by  the  con- 
stant accession  of  the  youth  from  the  advanced 
corps,  it  will  soon  command  respect  for  its  disci- 
pline as  well  as  its  numbers. 

When  the  youth  are  transferred  from  the  ad- 
vance corps,  they  shall  invariably  join  the  fiank 
companies,  the  cavalry,  or  artillery  of  the  main 
corps,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  former 
services. 

Of  ike  ReHTved  Corps* 

The  reserved  corps  will  assemble  only  twice 
annually,  for  the  inspection  of  arms,  by  compa- 
nies, battalions,  or  regiments,  as  shall  be  directed 
by  each  State.  It  will  assemble  by  legions,  when- 
ever the  defence  of  the  State  may  render  the 
measure  necessary. 

Such  are  the  propositions  of  the  plan,  to  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  add  some  explanations. 
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Although  the  sabstan  tial  poIiliealmaxiiB,  which 
requires  personal  service  of  all  the  meiobers  of  the 
commuDity  for  the  defence  of  the  State  is  obliga- 
tory under  alt  forms  of  society,  and  is  the  main 
f'xutLT  of  a  free  Goyernment,  yet  the  degrees  there- 
of may  rary  at  the  different  neriods  of  life,  con- 
sisteotiy  with  the  general  welfare.  The  public 
convenience  may  also  dictate  a  relaxation  of  the 
general  obligation,  as  it  respects  the  principal 
magistrates  and  the  ministers  of  justice  and  of 
religion,  and  perhaps  some  religious  sects.  But 
it  ougbt  to  be  remembered,  that  the  measures  of 
national  importance  never  should  be  frustrated  by 
the  accommodalion  of  individuals. 

The  military  age  has  generally  commenced  at 
sixteen,  and  terminated  at  the  age  of  sixtv  years ; 
bat  the  youib  of  sixteen  do  not  commonly  attain 
such  a  degree  of  robust  strength  as  to  enable  them 
to  sustain,  without  injury,  the  hardships  incident 
to  the  Aeld ;  therefore  the  commencement  of  mil- 
itary service  is  herein  fixed  at -eighteen,  and  the 
termination,  as  usual,  at  sixty  years  of  age. 

As  the  plan  proposes  that  the  militia  shall  be 
divided  into  three  capital  classes,  and  that  each 
class  shall  be  formed  into  legions,  the  reasons  for 
it  shall  be  given  in  succession. 

Tbe  advance  corps,  and  annual  camps  of  disci- 
pline, are  instituted  in  order  to  introduce  an  oper- 
ative military  spirit  in  the  community;  to  estab- 
lish a  course  of  honorable  military  service,  which 
will  at  the  same  time  mould  the  minds  of  the 
young  men  to  a  due  obedience  of  the  laws)  in- 
struct them  in  the  art  of  war ;  and,  bj  the  manly 
exercise  of  tbe  field,  form  a  jrace  of  hardy  citi- 
zena,  equal  to  the  dignified  task  of  defending  their 
country. 

An  examination  into  the  employments  and 
obligations  of  the  individuals  composing  the  so- 
ciety, will  evince  the  impossibility  of  diffusing  an 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  by  any 
other  means  than  a  course  of  discipline,  during 
the  period  of  non-age.  The  time  necessary  to 
acquire  this  important  knowledge  cannot  be  af- 
forded at  any  other  period  of  life,  with  so  little 
injury  to  the  public  or  private  interests. 

Without  descending  to  minute  distinctions*  the 
body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  be 
divided  into  two  parts:  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  and  the  men  of  various  employments 
resident  in  towns  and  cities.  In  both  parts  it  is 
usual  for  the  male  children,  from  the  age  of  four" 
teen  to  twenty-one  years,  to  learn  some  trade  or 
employment,  under  the  direction  of  a  parent  or 
master.  In  general,  the  labor  or  service  of  tbe 
youth  during  this  period,  besides  amply  repaying 
the  trouble  of  tuition,  leaves  a  large  profit  to  the 
tutor.  This  circumstance  is  stated  to  show  thai 
no  great  hardships  will  arise  in  the  first  opera- 
tions of  the  proposed  plan ;  a  little  practice  will 
render  the  measure  perfectly  equal,  and  remove 
every  difficulty. 

Youth  is  the  tiine  for  the  State  to  avail  itself 
of  those  services  which  it  has  a  right  to  demand, 
and  by  which  it  is  to  be  invigorated  and  pre- 
served; in  this  season,  the  passions  and  affections 
are  strongly  influenced  by  the  splendor  of  mili- 


tary parade.  The  impressions  the  mind  rteeivea 
will  be  retained  through  life.  The  younr  man 
will  repair  with  pride  and  pleasure  to  the  field  of 
exercise ;  while  tbe  head  oi  a  family,*anxioa8  for 
its  general  welfare,  and  perhaps  its  immediate 
subsistence,  will  reluctantly  quit  his  domestic  du- 
ties for  any  leoffth  of  time. 

The  habits  of  industry  will  be  rather  strength- 
ened than  relaxed  by  the  establishment  of  the 
annual  camps  of  discipline,  as  all  the  time  will 
be  occupied  oy  the  various  military  duties.  Idle- 
ness and  dissipation  will  be  regarded  as  disgrace- 
ful, and  punished  accordingly.  As  soon  as  the 
youth  attain  the  age  of  manhood,  a  natural  soli- 
citude to  establish  themselves  in  the  society  will 
occur  in  its  full  force.  The  public  claims  for 
military*  service  will  be  too  inconsiderable  to 
injure  their  industry.  It  will  be  sufficiently  stim- 
ulated to  proper  exertions,  by  the  prospects  of 
opulence  attending  on  the  cultivation  of  a  fertile 
soil,  or  the  pursuits  of  a  productive  commerce. 

It  is  presumed  that  thirty  days,  annually,  during 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth,  and  ten  days  du- 
ring the  twentieth  year,  is  the  least  time  that 
ou^ht  to  be  appropriated  by  the  youth  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  military  art.  The  same  number 
of  days  might  be  added  durinif  the.  twentieth  as 
during  the  two  preceding  years,  were  not  the 
exMnse  an  objection. 

kvery  means  will  be  provided  by  the  public  to 
facilitate  the  military  education  of  the  youth, 
which  it  is  proposed  shall  be  an  indispensable 
qualification  of  a  free  citizen ;  therefore  they  will 
not  be  entitled  to  any  pay.  But  the  officers,  be- 
ing of  the  main  corps,  are  in  a  different  predic- 
ament ;  they  are  supposed  to  have  passed  tnrough 
the  course  of  discipline  required  by  the  laws,  and 
to  be  competent  to  instruct  others  in  the  military 
art.  As  the  pablic  will  have  but  small  claims 
for  personal  services  on  them,  and  as  they  must 
incnr  considerable  expenses  to  prepare  themselves 
to  execute  properly  their  respective  offices,  they 
ought  to  be  paid,  while  on  actual  duty. 

As  soon  as  the  service  of  the  youth  expires  in 
the  advanced  corps,  they  are  to  be  enrolled  in  the 
main  corps.  On  this  occasion  the  Republic  re- 
ceives disciplined  and  free  citizens,  who  under- 
stand their  public  rights,  and  are  prepared  to 
defend  them. 

The  main  corps  is  instituted  to  preserve  and 
circulate  throughout  the  community  the  military 
discipline  acquired  in  the  advanced  corps — to 
arm  the  people,  and  fix  firinly,  by  practice  and 
habit,  those  torms  and  maxims  which  are  essen- 
tial to  the  .life  and  energy  of  a  free  Government. 

The  reserved  corps  is  instituted  to  prevent  men 
being  sent  to  the  field  whose  strength  is  unequal 
to  sustain  the  severities  of  an  active  campaign; 
but  by  or^pinizin^  and  rendering  them  eligible 
for  domestic  service,  a  greater  proportion  6i  the 
younger  and  robust  part  of  the  community  may 
be  enabled,  in  cases  of  necessity,  to  encounter  the 
more  urgent  duties  of  war. 

It  would  be  difficult,  previously  to  the  actual  for- 
mation of  the  annual  camps  of  discipline,  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  in  each  state  of  which  it  would 
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be  oompoted.  The  frontier  cotmtiea  of  Mrenil 
Slates  are.thiiity  inhabited,  and  require  all  their 
in  ternal  force  for  iheir  immediate  defeoee.  T  here 
are  other  infant  setilements  from  which  it  might 
be  injurioas  to  draw  away  their  youth  aonaaiiy 
for  the  iwrpose  of  discipliive. 

No  evil  would  result,  if  the  establishment  of  the 
advanced  corps  should  be  omitted  in  such  dis- 
tricts for  a  few  years.  Besides,  the  forbearance 
in  this  respect  would  lessen  the  expense,  and 
render  the  instkution  more  compatible  with  the 
public  fioanees. 

The  several  State  Legislatures,  therefore,  as 
best  understanding  their  local  interests,  might  be 
invested  with  a  discretionary  power  to  omit  the 
enrolments  for  the  advanced  corps  in  luch  of 
their  frontier  and  thinly-inhabited  counties  as 
they  may  judge  proper. 

If  the  numlwr  of  three  millions  may  be  assumed 
as  the  folal  number  of  inhabitants  within  (he  Uni- 
ted States,  half  a  million  may  be  deducted  there- 
from for  blacks ;  and,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
ideas,  another  half  million  may  be  deducted  on 
account  of  the  ihinly-settled  parts  of  the  country. 

The  proportion  of  men  of  the  military  age, 
from  eighteen  to  sixty  rears,  inclusively,  of  two 
millions  of  people,  of  all  liges  and  sexes,  may  be 
estimated  at  four  btindred  thousand.  There  m^y 
be  deducted  from  this  number,  as  actual  mart-. 
nevS)  about  fifty  thousand,  abd  a  farther  Bttmber 
of  twenty-five  thousand,  to  include  exempts  of 
religious  seet%  and  of  every  other  sort  which  the 
respective  States  may  think  proper  to  make. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  (here- 
fore,  may  ba  assumed  as  the  number  of  operative 
feocible  men  to  compose  the  miiitia.  Thf  pro- 
portion of  the  several  olasaes  of  whish  would  be 
neatly  as  follows : 

Firstly.  The  advanced  corps,  one-tenth  composed  of 
the  youth  of  the  ages  of  eighteen,  nineteen,  and 
twenty  years  .'«.••..     9%JCW> 

Scoendlj*  The  main  coips^  itx-tentiis  and 
one-twentMfch •   SU;»0 

Thiidfy.  The  reserved  oorps>  Iwi^tenths  and 
one-twentisth 81>860 

386,000 


The  following  estimate  is  formed,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  exhibiting  the  annual  expense  of  the  in- 
stitution of  the  advanced  corps,  stating  the  same 
at  thirty  thousand  men* 

Estimate  of  tbe  expense  of  the  annual  camps  of 
discipline,  as  proposed  in  the  foregoing  .plan, 
arising  on  each  of  the  first  three  years,  and, 
after  that  period,  of  the  annual  expeaae  of  the 
institution. 

The  fint  jfear. 
iOyOOO  suits  of  uniform  clothug,  stated  at  eight  dol- 
lars, each  suit  of  which  shall  serve  for  ihzee  years' 

discipline -    $80,000 

10,000  rations  per  day  for  thirty  days,  each 

ration  stated  at  ten  cents        ...       30,000 
The  expense  of  four  complete  corps  of  legi- 
onaty  officers  of  all  descriptions  for  thirty 
days,  including  pay,  subsistence,  and  for- 
age      --•*--«-      S7,670 


Forage  i»r  the  cavalry       ....  4,80 

Straw,  camp-kettks>  bowls,  axes,  canteens. 

and  fuel        -        .        -  .         .        V^fio^ 

Annual  proportion  of  the  expoMe  of  tents 
for  officers  and  BoidietB,  which  may  aerre 
for  eight  annual  encampments        -         -  ^OOO 

Four  legionary  standards  ....  3^>: 

Regimental  colors      .....  i^(jQt 

Consumption  of  powder  and  ball,  shot  and 
ahells,  damage   to   arms   and  acooutre- 
ments,  and  artillery,  and  transportation  of 
the  same,  stated  at         ....         S5,0M 
Hospital  department  ....  5,001 

Contingencies  of  die  Quartermaster's  and 

other  departments          •        -  .      -        -         15,000 
General  Bta£(  Adjutant  General,  Quarter^ 
master  General,  Inspector  General,  and 
their  deputies 1S,M0 


Entire  expenses  of  ^e  fiist  year        •  ^ttS^670 

AddUional  esgvenses  an  the  aeamd  ytat. 

10,000  rations  per  day  for  thirty  days,  are 

300,000  rations,  at  10  cents    ...    $30,000 
The  expense  of  four  complete  corps  of  le- 
gionary officers,  of  all  descriptions,  for 
thurty  days,  including  pay,  subdstence, 

and  forage 37,870 

Four  legionaiy  standards  ....  S,000 

Regimeutai  colon 1,000 

Forage  for  the  cavalry       ....         4,800 
Tents,  straw,  camp-kettles,  bowfs,  axes,  oaii- 
teens,  and  fuel  ^    ....        .       .jHI,O0O 

Hospital  departmeat fi^OOO 

Conttagencies  in  Quaitemititei^s  and  pther 

departments 15^000 

Ammunition,  damage  to  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments -        - l&/)00 


Expense  of  the  first  year  .... 

Combined  expenses  of  the  first  and  second 
years 


120,670 
825,670 


•346,3i0 


AddUional  ea^ensss  on  tht  third  year* 

The  expense  of  IC^OOO  rations  for  tsn  days, 

is  100,000  rations,  at  10  cents       -       •  910,000 

Forage 1,600 

For  the  camp  equipage     ....  10,000 

Tenu       .......  1,500 

Hospital  stores 1,000 

Ammunition,  damage  to  arms  and  aoooutre- 

mente -       -  10,000 

Contingencies  in  the  Quartermaster's  and 

other  departments         ....  10/100 

44^100 
Combined  expenses  of  the  first  and  second 
yesrs     - 346,340 

The  total  expense  of  the  first  three  years    -  ^390,440 

It  is  to  be  observied,  that  the  officers  for  four 
legions  will  be  adequate  to  command  tbe  fauth 
of  eighteen  who  commence  their  discipline  the 
first  year,  and  that  the  same  number  of  officers 
will  be  required  for  the  second  year.    Tht  youth 
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of  the  third  year  may  be  incorporated  by  sectiooe, 
in  (be  existing  coqis,  so  that  no  additional  offi- 
cers will  be  required  on  their  account* 

Hence  it  appeen  that  the  espense  of  10,000  men  for 
one  year^  aaonnte  to     •       -       -       -  ¥^^^^70 
Twen^  tfaoosandy  lor  the  eecond  year,  to  •     946,840 
Thirty  thoueind,  for  the  third  year,  to        -     390,440 
If  the  youth  of  the  three  ages  of  eighteen, 
juAeteen,  and  twenty.  Imp  diacipUned  at 
ooce»  the  last  mentioned  sum  will  be 
about  the  fixed  annual  expense  of  the 
cankps  of  discipline;  from  which,^  how- 
eter,  is  to  be  deducted  $6,000,  being  the 
expense  of  &e  statdards  and  colors,  the 
former  of  which  will  be  of  a  durable  na- 
ture;, and  the  latter  will  not  require  to  be  ^ 
replaced  oftener  than    once  in  twenty 
years     -        -       -        -        -        -        -         6,000 


The  annual  expense  of  the  adrance  corpe  -     384^440 


Thus,  for  a  sum  less  than  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  annually,  which,  apportioned  on  three 
millions  of  people,  would  be  Utile  more  than  ooe- 
ei|:htfaL  of  a  dollar  each,  an  energetic  republican 
militia  may  be  durably  established:  the  invalua- 
ble principles  of  Jiberty  secured  and  perpetuated » 
and  a  dignified  national  fabrjc  erected  on  tb^ 
solid  fbundatipn  of  public  virtue. 

The  main  and  reserved  corps  must  be  perfectly 
organized  in  the  first  instance,  but  the  advanced 
corps  will  not  be  completed  until  the  third  year 
of  Its  institution. 

The  combination  of  troops,  of  various  descrip- 
tions, into  one  body,  so  as  to  invest  it  with  die 
highest  and  greatest  number  of  powers,  in  every 
possible  situation,  has  long  been  a  subject  of  ai»- 
cussion  and  difiereoce  of  opinion.    But  no  other 
form  api>ear8  so  well  to  have  sustained  the  crite- 
rion of  time  and  severe  examination,  as  the  Ro- 
man lesion.    This  formidable  organization,  ac- 
commodated to  the  purposes  of  modern  war,  still 
retaina  its  original  eoetgy  and  superiority.    Of 
the  ancients,  Folybius  and  Vegetius  have  de- 
aoribed  and  given  the  highest  encomiums  of  the 
legion.     The  former,  particularly,  in  his  eooi- 
parative  view  of  the  advantages,  and  disa4vao- 
tagea  of  the  Macedonian  and  Koman  arms,  and 
their  respective  orders  of  battle,  has  left  to  man- 
kind an  instructive  a^4  iinporti|jat  legaey*    Of 
the  moderns,  the  illustrious  MareschaiBaxe  has 
modelled  the  legion  for  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and 
stnenuously  urges  its  adoption,  in  preference  to 
anyteittiar  form.    Aad  tha  teapeatable  aad  iniaUi- 
g««f  ▼ateran,  late  Inspeeior  Oeaeral  of  thearaiiee 
of  ake  Doited  Slates,  reoammendathe  adoptkm  of 
the  teg^oo. 

<^  Upon  a  review,"  says  he,  "of  all  the  militi^ry 
of  Sarope.  there  Joes  not  appear  to  be  a  single 
ibrna  which  could  be  safely  adopted  by  the  United 
States.  They  are  unexceptionably  different  from 
each  other,  and,  like  all  other  human  institutions, 
seem  to  have  started  as  mu&h  out  of  accident  a^ 
desiffo*  The  local  situation  of  the  country,  the  I 
spirit  of  the  Governmeni,  the  character  of  thei 
nation,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  character  of' 


the  prince,  have  all  had  their  iafloeoee  in  settling 
the  foundation  and  discipline  of  their  respective 
troops,^  and  render  it  impossible  that  we  should 
take  either  as  a  model.  The  legion  alone  baa 
not  been  adopted  by  any;  and  yet  1  am  confident 
in  asserting,  that  whether  it  be  examined  as  ap 
plicable  to  all  countries,  or  as  it  may  immediately 
apply  to  the  ezistinff  or  probable  necessity  of  this, 
it  wUl  be  found  strikingly  superior  to  any  other: 

'*  1st.  Being  a  complete  and  little  army  of  itself, 
it  is  ready  to  begin  its  operations  oa  the  shortest 
notice,  or  slightest  alarm. 

"2d.  Having  all  the  component  parte  of  the 
largest  army  of  any  possible  oescrlption,  it  is  pre^ 
pared  to  meet  every  species. of  war  that  may  pre- 
sent itself;  and 

^'  3d.  As  in  every  ease  of  detachment,  the  firet 
constitutional  principle  will  ba  preserved,  and  the 
embarrassments  of  draughting  and  detail,  which, 
in  armies  difiSureaily  framed,  too  often  distract 
the  commanding  officer,  will  be  avoided." 

It  may  easily  suggest  itself  from  this  sketch, 
that,  in  forniing  a  legioo,  the  most  difiScult  task 
is  to  determine  the  necessary  proportion  of  eaoh 
species  of  soldiers  which  is  to  compose  it. 

This  must  obviously  depend  upon  what  will  ba 
the  theatre,  and  what  the  style  of  the  war.  On 
the  plains  of  Poland,  whole  origades  of  cavalry 
would  be  necessary  against  every  enemy  s  but  in 
the  lorests  and  among  the  hilla  of  Aaierioa,  a 
sips^le  regiment  would  be  more  than  soffioiept 
against  aoy.  And  as  there  are  but  two  kinds  of 
war  to  which  we  are  much  exposed,  via:  an  at* 
tack  from  the  sea  side  by  a  Bluropaan  Power, 
aided  by  our  sworn  enemies  settled  on  our  e:^ 
treme  left,  and  an  invasion  of  oar  back  settle- 
ments by  an  Indian  enemy,  ii^  follows,  of  course, 
that  musketeers  and  light  infantry  should  make 
the  greatest  part  of  oar  army* 

The  institution  of  the  section  is  intended  to  in- 
terest the  patriotism  and  pride  of  every  individual 
in  the  militia  j  to  support  the  legal  measures  of  a 
free  Government;  to  reader  every  man  active  in 
the  public  cause,  by  introducing  the  fpirit  of 
emuUtioo,  and  a  degree  of  persoaaL  reajonu* 
bUity. 

The  common  mode  of  lecruitipg  is  attended 
with  too  great  destruction  of  morals  to  be  tolera- 
ted, and  is  too  uncertain  to  be  the  principal  re* 
soarceof  a  wise  nation  in  time  of  danger.  The 
public  faith  is  frequently  wounded  by  unworthy 
individuals,  whp  hold  out  delusive  promises  wiicli 
can  never  ba  realized.  By  sucii  means,  an  nn- 
principled  banditti  are  often  collected  for  the  pur- 
pose oT  defending  everything  that  should  be  dear 
to  freemen.  The  conaequencea  are  nataial ;  such 
men  either  desert  in  time  of  danger,  or  are  even 
ready,  on  the  slightest  disgust,  to  turn  their  arou 
against  their  country. 

By  the  establishment  of  the  sections,  an  ample 
and  permanent  source  is  opened,  whence  the 
State,  in  every  exigence,  may  be  supplied  with 
men  whose  all  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of 
their  country. 

In  cases  of  necessity,  ap  army  may  be  formed 
of  citizens,  whose  previous  knowledge  of  discip- 
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line  will  enable  it  to  proceed  to  an  immediate 
accomplishment  of  the  designs  of  the  State,  in- 
stead of  exhausting  the  public  resources  by  wast- 
ing whole  years  in  preparing  to  face  the  enemy. 

The  previous  arrangements  necessary  to  form 
and  maintain  the  annual  encampments,  as  well 
as  the  discipline  acquired  therein,  will  be  an  ex^ 
cellent  preparation  for  war. 

The  artillery  and  its  numerous  appendages, 
arinSi  and  accoutrements  of  every  kind,  anaali 
species  of  ammunition,  ought  to  be  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States.  It  is  of  high 
importance  that  the  present  period  should  be 
emibraced  to  establish  adequate  institutions  to 
produce  the  necessary  apparatus  of  war. 

It  is  unworthy  the  dignity  of  a  rising  and  free 
empire  to  depend  on  foreign  and  foriuitoos  sup- 
plies of  the  essential  means  of  defence. 

The  clothing  for  the  troops  could,  with  ease, 
be  manufactured  within  the  United  States,  and 
the  establishment  in  that  respect  would  tend  to 
the  encouragement  of  important  manufactories. 

The  disbursements  made  in  each  State  for  the 
rations,  forage,  and  other  necessarv  articles  for 
the  annaal  campe  of  discipline,  woald  most  bene- 
ficially cjrculite  the  money  arising  from  the  pub- 
lic revenue. 

The  local  circumstances  of  the  United  States, 
their  numerous  seaports,  and  the  protection  of 
their  commerce,  require .  a  naval  armament. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  plan,  em- 
bracing the  idea  of  the  States  obtaining  men  on 
republican  principles,  for  the  marine  as  well  as 
the  land  service.  But  one  may  be  accomplished 
with  much  greater  facility  than  the  other,  as  the 
preparation  of  a  soldier  for  the  field  reauires  a 
degree  of  discipline 'which  cannot  be  learned 
without  much  lime  and  labor ;  whereas,  the  com- 
mon course  of  sea  service  on  board  of  merchant 
vessels  differs  but  little  from  the  service  required 
on  board  of  armed  ships ;  therefore,  the  education 
for  war,  in  this  respect,  will  be  obtained  without 
any  expense  to  the  State.  All  that  seems  to  be 
requisite  on  the  head  of  marine  service  is,  that 
an  efficient  regulation  should  be  established  in 
the  respective  States  to  register  all  actual  seamen, 
and  to  render  those  of  a  certain  age  amenable  t6 
the  public  for  personal  service,  if  demanded  with- 
in a  given  period. 

The  constitutions  of  the  respective  States,  and 
of  the  United  States,  having  directed  the  modes 
in  which  the  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, no  alteration  can  be  made  therein.  Al- 
though it  may  be  supposed  that  some  modes  of 
appointment  are  better  calculated  than  others  to 
inspire  the  highest  propriety  of  conduct,  yet  there 
are  none  so  defective  as  to  serve  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  rejecting  an  efficient  system  for  the 
militia.  It  is  certain  that  the  choice  of  officers  is 
the  point  on  which  the  reputation  and  importance 
of  a  corps  must  depend.  Therefore,  every  per- 
son who  may  be  concerned  in  the  appointment 
should  consider  himself  as  responsible  to  his 
country  for  a  proper  choice. 

The  wisdom  or  the  States  will  be  manifested 
by  inducing  those  citizens  of  whom  the  late 


American  army  was  composed  to  accept  of  a^ 
pointments  in  the  militia.  The  big-b  degree  q 
military  knowledge  which  they  possess  was  ac 
quired  at  too  great  a  price,  and  is  too  precioo^  \a 
be  buried  in  oblivion;  it  ought  to  be  cberisketl 
and  rendered  permanently  beneficial  to  the  cca- 
munity.. 

The  vigor  and  importance  of  the  proposed  pJo 
will  entirely  depend  on  the  laws  relatire  therecc 
unless  the  laws  shall  be  equal  to  the  object,  u^ 
rigidly  enforced,  no  energetic  n^;ioQaI  militia  cai 
be  established. 

If  wealth  be  admitted  as  a  principle  of  exemp- 
tion, the  plan  cannot  be  executed.  It  is  the  wii- 
dom  of  jpolttical  establishments  to  make  tk 
wealth  of  individuals  subservient  to  the  general 
ffood,  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  corrupt  or  attain  ua- 
due  indulgence. 

It  is  conceded  that  people,  solicitous  to  be  ex- 
onerated from  their  proportion  of  public  duty, 
may  exclaim  aoainst  the  proposed  arrangemeat 
as  an  intolerable  hardship.  But  it  ought  to  be 
strongly  impressed,  that  while  society  has  its 
charms,  it  also  has  its  indispensable  obligations. 
That  to  attempt  such  a  deeree  of  refinement  is 
to  exonerate  the  members  of  the  commanity  from 
all  personal  service,  is  to  render  them  incapable 
of  the  exercise,  and  unworthy  of  the  eharacten 
of  freemeo. 

Brery  State  possesses  not  only  the  right  of 
personal  sec  vice  from  its  members,  bur  the  riffht 
to  regulate  the  service  on  principles  of  eqoalicy 
for  the  general  defence.    Ail  being  bound,  none 
can  complain  of  injaslice,  on  being  obliged  to  per- 
form his  equal  proportion.    Therefore,  it  ought 
to  be  a' permanent  rule,  that  those  who  in  youth. 
decline  or  refuse  to  subject  themselves  to  the 
course  of  military  education  established  by  the 
laws,  should  be  considered  as  unworthy  of  pub- 
lic trust  Of  public  honors,  and  be  excluded  there- 
from accordingly. 

If  the  majestjr  of  the  laws  should  be  preserved 
inviolate  in  this  respect,  the  operations  of  the 
proposed  plan  would  foster  a  glorious  public 
spirit,  infuse  the  principles  of  energy  and  stabiliif 
in  the  body  politic,  and  give  a  high  degree  of 
political  splendor  to  the  national  character. 


ADDITIONAL  itlUTARY  ACADEMY. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  January  89,  1819.] 
LeUer/hmih^SeareUurprf  WiKrtoiUChainmantf 
the  MUUary  C^mmiited^on  the  nMeet  ^  on  odA^ 
timal  NUitaty  Aeademy^  and  a  Sekoel  ^  Frodia* 

Department  of  War,  Jon.  15, 1819. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  of  November,  which  requests  my  opinioa 
on  the  expediency  of  establishing  one  or  more 
additional  military  academies,  and  their  placa  of 
location,  and  such  other  information  and  facts  as 
I  may  deem  proper  to  communicate  on  these  sub- 
jects, with  the  probable  annual  expenses  o(  these 
establishments,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  statement : 
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The  Dumber  of  c«dets  now  aatkorized  bv  law 
is  two  hoDdred  and  fifty,  who  are  dividea  into 
four   classes;  the  eadets  of  one  of  which  every 
year  terminate  their  studies,  and  are  promoted 
into  the  Army.    As  the  academy  is  now  nearly 
fall,  it  is  probable  that  the  number  which  will  an- 
nually terminate  their  studies,  and,  consequently, 
"wiU  be  candidates  for  promotion,  will  not  be  much 
abort  of  fifty.    The  number  of  yacancies  in  the 
Army  whicn  have  oceurred,  from  the  1st  of  Au« 
ffuat,  1816,  to  the  1st  of  May,  1818^  has  been  one 
hundred  and  forty*eight,  or  about  eighty-four  per 
annum;  but,  as  it  is  probable  that  the  causes 
which  have  operated  to  produce  so  many  yacan- 
cies in  this  time  have  been  accidental  and  conse- 
quent on  the  change  from  active  service  to  the 
inactivities  of  a  peace  establishment,  there  will 
not,  it  is  believed,  in  future,  be  so  many ;  and 
that  the  cadets  who  will  annually  terminate  their 
studies  at  West  Point,  will  be  equal,  or  nearly  so. 
to  the  annual  averaf^  vacancies.    In  this  view  of 
the  subject,  an  additional  military  Academy  would 
not  now  be  required.    But  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
question  ought  not  to  tte  determined  by  a  refer- 
ence simply  to  the  wants  of  our  military  peace 
establishment,  which,  from  our  geographical  po- 
sition, and  the  policy  of  our  Government,  will 
always  bear  a  small  proportion  to  the  population- 
of  the  country,  and  to  our  military  establishment 
in  time  of  war.   So  far  from  graduating  the  num- 
ber or  extent  of  our  military  academies  by  the 
wants  of  the  Army  in  time  of  peace,  the  oppo- 
site principle  would,  probably,  be  more  correct ; 
that,  in  proportion  as  our  regular  military  esub- 
lishment  is  small,  the  Government  ought  to  be 
careful  to  disseminate,  by  education,  a  knowledg;e' 
of  the  art  of  war.    The  Army  itself  is  a  practi- 
cal school  of  this  art,  which,  except  in  the  nigher 
branches,  may,  where  it  bears  a  large  proportion 
to  the  population  of  the  country  supersede  other 
modes  of  perpetuating  or  disseminating;  this  in- 
dispensabfe  art.    But,  in  a  country  situated  as 
ours  is,  with  a  small  standing  army,  and  far  re- 
moved from  any  Power  from  which  we. have 
much  to  fear,  the  important  knowledge  of  the 
art  of  defending  our  shores,  will,  in  a  long  peace, 
without  the  particular  patronage  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  be  nearly  lost.    The  estaolishment  of  mil- 
itary academies  is  the  cheapest  and  safest  mode 
of  procuring  and  peirpetuating  this  knowledge. 
The  Government  ought  to  furnish  the  means  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  b^tow  their  time  to  ac* 
quire  it.    The  cadets  who  cannot  be  provided  for 
in  the  Army  will  return  to  private  life ;  but^  in 
the  event  ot  war,  their  knowledge  will  not  be 
lost  to  the  country.    The  Government  may  then 
avail  itself  of  their  qiilitary  science,  and,  though 
they  may  not  be  practically  acquainted  with  ail 
the  deuils  of  duty  in  an  army,  they  will  acquire 
it  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  those  who  have 
not  had  the  advantage  of  a  military  education. 
No  truth  is  better  supported  by  history  than  that, 
other  things  being  nearly  equal,  victory  will  he 
on  the  side  of  those  who  have  the  best  instructed 
officers.    The  duties  of  a  soldier  are  few  and  aim* 
pie,  and,  with  well  instructed  officera,  they  can 


be  acquired  in  a  short  time,  as  our  own  experi- 
ence, and  that  of  other  countries  has  satisfacto- 
rily proved.  To  form  compet^t  officers,  in  the 
present  improved  state  of  the  art  of  war,  is  much 
more  difficult ;  as  an  officer,  besides  a  knowledge 
of  the  duties  belonging  to  the  soldier,  has  others 
of  a  more  difficult  nature  to  acquire,  and  which 
can  only  be  acquired  by  long  experience,  or  by  a 
regular  military  education. 

With  these  views,  I  would  recommend  one  ad- 
ditional military  academy.  It  ought  to  be  placed 
where  it  would  mutually  accommodate  the  South- 
ern and  Western  portions  of  our  country,  which 
are  the  most  remote  from  the  present  institution. 

Besides  an  additional  academy,  I  would  sub- 
mit, for  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  school  of  practice,  to 
DC  nxed  near  the  Seat  of  Government.  On  this 
important  subject  I  respectfully  annex,  as  a  part 
of  this  communication,  a  report  from  Gkneral 
Bernard  and  Colonel  MoRe^.  to  this  Department, 
in  which  the  subject  is  so  fully  discussed  as  to  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  any  further  observations. 

The  expenses  of  erecting  the  necessary  build- 
ings for  an  additional  military  academy,  on  a 
scale  as  extensive  as  that  of  West  Point,  would 
cost  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dol- 
krs,  of  which  sum,  however,  but  a  small  part 
would  be  required  for  this  year.  The  current 
expenses  6f  this  institution  would  (excluding  the 
pay  of  the  cadets,  which  is  sixteen  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day,)  probably  amount 
to  about  twenty-two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

For  the  school  of  practice  there  would  be  but 
little  expense,  except  the  erection  of  the  necessary 
build  inffs  for  the  accommodation  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  pay  of  the  saperintendent  and  profes* 
sors,  should  they  be  even  takenirom  the  citizen^ 
would  not  exceed  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  which  would  constitute  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  current  expense,  as  the  lieutenants  of  artil- 
lery and  engineers,  while  at  the  institution,  will 
not  receive  ^nv  additional  pay  or  emoluments. 
The  expense  or  the  buildings  may  be  estimated 
at  eighty  thousan.d  dollars,'  of  which,  however, 
but  a  small  part  would  be  required  for  the  present 
year.  I  have  the  honor  to  be;  dbc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  R.  M«  JoBNaoN, 

C^irman  Com.  Military  Affaire, 


CtmsideraUont  on  the  eouneof  tne^ruetian  neeeeeary 
far  ike  ojfieere  ef  the  different  mrme  of  m  Army* 
Circuinstances  of  locality,  the  nature  of  the 
operations  of  war,  and  the  variety  of  the  means 
employed  for  the  purposes  of  destruction  and 
preservation,  have  naturally  led  to  the  subdivi- 
sion of  an  army  Into  several  parts,  which  differ 
in  their  manner  of  combating,  but  which  are  also 
intended  to  render  reciprocal  aid  to  each  otheri 
to  co-operate  most  efficaciously  to  the  same  end, 
and  to  constitute,  when  in  action,  but  one  com- 
bined whole. 

This  subdivision  existed  among  the  ancients, 
as  it  does  among  the  moderns;  and  with  both,  (the 
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absolate  and  reialive  OQinerieal  force  of  these  sob- 
divisions  beiDg  supposed  nearif  equal)  the  8ys> 
terns  of  war  have  been  nniCbrmly  more  perfect^ 
and  productive  of  greater  resolts,  in  proportion 
as  the  several  jiarts  were  better  calcalated  to 
act  with  proniptitudei  precision,  and  in  concert. 
These  parts  are  designated  in  modern  armies  bjr 
the  word  af m ;  and  consist  of  infantry,  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  engineers.  Bach  of  these  aims  acts 
oeoasionally  as  principal  or  accessary*  In  a  bat- 
tle the  infantry  is,  in  general,  the  principal  arm ; 
while  the  three  others  are  more  or  less  accessa- 
ries ;  in  the  pursuit  of  a  retreating  army,  the  cav- 
alry becomes  the  .principal;  and  in  a  siege,  the 
artillery  and  engineers  are  the  principal  arnis^  and 
the  re«t  are  merely  great  auxiliaries. 

Among  the  means  which  modern  discipline 
employs  to  give  the  greatest  effect  to  the  com* 
biaed  action  of  these  arms^  is  instruction.  And 
here  the  same  motives  which  have  resorted  to  a 
subdivision  of  labor,  as  a  powerful  oauf e  of  per- 
fection in  objects  of  general  industry,  have  also 
led  to  a  subdivision  of  milttsry  instruction,  as  moa 
prodiictive  of  that  concert  and  efficiency  desirable 
m  the  operation  of  an  army.  This  instruction, 
and  the  objects  and  advantages  of  itssubdivisloni 
axe  the  subjects  of  present  consideration. 

Te  obtain,  by  the  aid  of  military  instruction, 
greater eflbct  in  the  particular  or  combined  employ- 
ment of  the  different  arms,  .two  modes  immedi- 
ately present  themselves:  JVr#<,  That  eaeh  arm 
should  be  composed  of  individuals  versed  exclu- 
sively in  the  theory  and  practice  of  that  arm ; 
Second,  That  the  individuals  composing  each  arm 
should  be  instructed  equally  in  the  theory  and 
prastice  of  all  other  arms.  The  first  of  these  me- 
thods is  insufficient;  because,  in  giving  to  each 
individual  merely  the  knowledge  necessary  to 
the  duties  of  his  own  arm,  it  leaves  him  deficient 
of  what  is.  necessary  to  connect  the  operatioas.of 
that  arm  with  the  operations  of  the  rest,  as  paru 
of  one  general  system.  The  second  is  impracti- 
cable; because  it  is  the  privilege  of  but  few  indir 
viduals  to  possess  that  facility  of  intellect  which 
is  requisite  to  embrace  four  branches  of  knowledge 
as  extensive  as  are  those  in  question,  and  to  prac- 
tise them  all  with  that  correctness  and  prompti- 
tude which  is  the  peculiar  advantage  or  such  as 
devote  themselves  principally  to  but  one  of  these 
branches.  In  order  to  avoid  both  of  ti^ese  incon- 
veniences, the  theoretical  and  practical  know- 
ledge necessary  in  the  conduct  and  operations  of 
an  amay  has  been  diridfid  into  two  distiacl 
claaaee ;  the  one-  embeaeing  whatever  i«  common 
tQ  alt  other  arms ;  the  other  confined  to  what  par- 
ticularly appertains  to  each  arm.  A  consequent 
and  similar  division  has  followed  in  the  instruc- 
tion ;  the  Sunt  branch  to  include  what  is  necessary 
and  useful  to  the  service  of  every  arm ;  the  second 
to  include  the  theory  and  practice  of  each  arm  in 
particular*  Hence  the  necessity  of  an  elementary 
or  common  school,  where  the  knowledge  common 
to  every  arm  should  \^e  given  alike  to  all  wiio  are 
intended  for  the  army ;  and  a  school  of  a  higher 
order  for  the  purpose  of  increasing,  when  neoes- 
sary,  the  elementary  knowledge  which  hM  pre- 


viously been  acquired  to  the  extent  demanded' 
and  teaching  its  application  to  the  particular  ob- 
jects and  dudes  of  each  arm,  which  constitute  a 
school  of  applicatioo.  In  those  countries  which 
have  larffe  military  establishments,  there  is  a 
school  of  application  for  each  arm.  But  those 
nations  who  in  time  of  peace  kept  but  a  feeble 
military  force  on  foot,  find  It  advantageous  to 
unite,  as  far  as  possible,  these  different  schools  of 
application  in  one;  where  such  as  are  admitted 
for  the  service  of  those  arms  which  demand  a 
more  advanced  theoretical,  or  more  varied  prac- 
tical knowledge,  receive  their  last  degree  of  aca- 
demical instruction.  In  this  last  case,  the  stu- 
dents at  the  school  of  application  receive  likewise 
two  kinds  of  instraction:  First,  that  which  is 
common  to  the  several  arms '^  to  which  they  are 
destined ;  and,  second^  that  which  is  exclusively 
necessary  to  the  arm  in  which  they  are  respec- 
tively to  serve. 

Among  all  nations  possessing  military  acade- 
mies, the  schools  of  application  for  such  as  are 
destined  for  the  infantry  and  cavalry,  are  the  re- 

Jftmeats  of- the  army  in  which  they  are  to  serve» 
t  is  on  joining  and  doing  duty  with  their  respec- 
tive regiments,  that  they  learn  to  apply  the  in- 
straction received  at  the  elementary  school,  and 
acqaire  whatsoever  relates  to  the  discipline,  the 
oeDdnct,admini8tratioB,sad  legislatton  of  troops.* 

This  cannot  be  the  case,  however,  with  those 
destined  for  the  artillery  and  engineers,  or  the 
topographical  corps.  They  are  all  more  or  iese 
liable  to  be  employed  separately,  and  immediate- 
ly afUr  leaving  the  school ;  and  aie  deprived  of 
the  advantages  peculiar  to  the  officer  of  infantrj 
or  cavalry,  of  making  their  first  essays  in  their 
professional  duties,  under  the  eyes  of  their  chiefs, 
or  of  those  who  have  preceded  them ;  and  being 
unassisted  by  the  advice  or  opinions  of  their  su- 
periors in  mnk,  knowledge,  and  experience,  they 
are  not  only  left  without  the  means  of  obtaining 
the  instruction  of  which  they  are  yet  deficient, 
but  are  also  frequently  exposed  in  the  executioa 
of  the  duties  confided  to  theni,  to  eompromit  the 
public  service  by  thecommiseion  of  errors,  which 
too  often  lead  to  irreparable  mtsfortanes,- and 
which  are  productiye  at  least  of  a  wasteful  ex^ 
penditure  of  public  property,  always  beyond, 
sometimes  exceeding  a  hundred  fold  the  expense 
of  giving  a  proper  education  to  the  htditridual 
who  has  not  been  qualified  to  exercise  hie  profes* 
sion  with  satisfaction  to  himself  or  utility  to  his 
country. 

These  considerations  alone  appear  to  us  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  advanta^,  if^  not  necessity,  «>r 
dividing  the  course  of  military  instruction  be* 
tween  two  schools ;  the  one  elementary  and  the 
other  aechool  of  application* 

The  elementary  school  at  West  Point  has  bitla- 

*  In  the  militaiy  eoheols  of  infantry  and  eavaliy  in 
Prance^  theoretical  lessons  In  these  branches  of  mttita- 
ry  inStmetton  were  given  to  the  soholari ;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  onilbrBity  in/ that  instruction,  these  couisee 
wave  very  nsefoL  The  service  of  the  despot 
afterwaids  ae  a  seheol  of  application* 


2438 


AFRBNDGL 


2434 


AxiMumal  Military  Academy. 


«rto  b««D  very  inferior  as  sueli )  and  aitogether 
iaadeqaale  to  tlie.  objects  for  wliieh  it  was  estab- 
lished. A  project  has  been  presented,  however, 
calculated  to  place  this  school  upon  the  footing 
of  the  most  perfect  of  the  kind  which  exist.  As 
to  the  school  of  application  there  is  none.  The 
degree  of  instruction  given  to  tfhe  cadets  at  the 
school  of  West  Point,  has  heretofore  been  for  the 
most  part  limited  to  a  general  acciuaintance  with 
those  branches  of  knowledge  which  are  common 
to  all  the  arms  of  an  army  ;  and  which  ought  to 
have  been  extended,  and  applied  to  artillery,  for- 
tification^  and  topography.  The  consequence  has 
been,  that  the  officers  of  infantry,  artillery,  engi- 
neers, and  of  the  topographical  corps,  have  had 
the  same  deeree  and  kind  of  instruction ;  and  the 
onlv  real  difference  which  existed  between  them 
on  leayiog  the  school,' consisted  in  the  uniform  of 
their  respectivci  corps  or  regimeots.  If  any  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  render  themselves  service* 
able,  either  in  the  artillery  or  engineers,  the  cause 
must  be  sought  for  in  their  own  mdustiy,  and  not 
in  the  education  received  by  them  at  West  Point, 
which  was  barely  sufficient  to  excite  a  desire  for 
military  inquiries  and  of  military  pursjiits. 

It  remains  to  enumerate  the  branches  of  know- 
ledge which  are  common  to  all  the  armsj  and 
those  which  are  necessary,  and  appertain  more 
or  less  exclusively  to  each  or  several  of  these 
arms.  The  subjoined  table  exhibits  the  two 
principal  divisions  of  the  instructions.  The  first 
part  includes  the  branches  of  knowledge  that  are 
necessary  to  all  who  are  destined  for  any  arm  of 
the  military  establishment ;  either  as  officers  in 
the  exercise  of  their  immediate  professional  du- 
ties, or  as  men  of  information,  liable,  in  the  course 
of  their  military  career,  to  be  intrusted  with  other 
interesu.  It  is,  therefore,  that  the  mathematics, 
for  instance,  are  extended  further  than  is  strictly 
necessary  to  the  officer  of  infantry ;  that  natural 
and  experimental  philosophy  and  chemistry  are 
inserted  under  the  elementary  division,  rather  as 
forming  part  of  a  liberal  education  than  of  mere 
military  utility;  and,  finally,  the  sereral  kinds 
of  drawings  are  only  taught  in  the  elementary 
division,  as  an  advantageous  introddction  to  the 
prompt  acquisition  and  exercise  of  the  art  of  top- 
ographical delineations.  This  division,  or  ele- 
mentary part  of  the  instruction,  will  require  five 
professors,  three  teachers,  and  two  instructors. 
The  number  of  assistants,  4bc.  depends  upon  the 
number  of  iodividuals  at  the  school. 

The  same  table  presents  the  second  part  of  the 
instruction,  which  is  in  addition  to  the  first,  and 
is  necessary  to  thoae  destined  to  Ihe  engineers, 
artillery,  or  topographical  corps.  Here  the  math- 
ematics are  carried  to  a  higher  degree,  which  is 
rendered  necessary  by  their  application  to  ma* 
chines,  the  theory  of  artillery,  the  construction  of 
charts,  d^:.  Descriptive  j^eometrv  is  applied  to 
machines  and  fortification.  Fortification  is 
taught  to  the  extent  which  is  exclusivelv  neces- 
sary to  the  officer  of  engineers ;  and  artillery  to 
the  extent  that  is  only  required  for  the  officers  at 
that  arm.  Geometry  and  trigonometry  receive 
their  applications  to  topographical  operations; 
15th  Coir,  dd  Ssss.— 77 


and  spherical  trigonometry  and  descriptive  geom- 
etry, to  the  projection,  dbc.,  of  charts.  This  part 
of  tne  instruction  will  demand  four  professors. 
Because,  either  these  two  divisions  of  the  instruc- 
tion will  be  taught  at  one  school,  or  two  separate 
schools.  In  the  first  case,  the  professors  of  the 
elementarv  course  will  be  insufficient,  and  can- 
not attend  to  a  course  of  instruction  thus  ex- 
tended :  in  the  second  case,  the  four  professors 
before  mentioned  become  absolutely  necessary. 
But  whether  the  entire  course  (or  both  of  these 
divisions  t)f  the  instruction)  shall  be  taught  at 
the  same,  or  at  two  separate  schools,  it  will  not 
be  the  less  indispensable  that  a  division  of  it, 
similar  to  that  here^  established,  should  exist  in 
fact.  The  question  is,  therefore,  reduced  to  this : 
shall  the  elementary,  or  first  part  of  the  course  of 
the  instruction,  be  taught  at  west  Point,  and  the 
second  part  at  a  separate  school,  to  be  established 
elsewhere  ?  Or  shall  the  second  part  constitute 
an  additional  class  or  classes,  at  the  school  of 
West  Point,  to  consist  of  those  cadets  only  who 
are  destined  for  the  engineers,  artillery,  and  topop 
graphical  corps,  and  who  shall  have  previously 
passed  thronah  the  elementary  classes? 

The  second  division  of  the  course  of  instruction 
exhibited  bjr  the  annexed  table,  and  which  must 
constitute  either  a  school,  or  classes  of  applica* 
tion,  is  practical  as  well  as  theoretical.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  elementary  branches  of  instruct 
tion,  and  the  branches  or  mathematics,  to  the 
theory  of  artillery,  fortification,  and  topography, 
forms  the  theoretical  or  academic  part  of  the 
division  of  the  course  of  instruction,  while  the 
flfpplication  of  these  theories  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  ground,  dbc.,  requires,  and  must  be  taught 
to  the  students,  by  a  course  of  actual  experi- 
okents,  and  practical  exemplifications  in  the  field* 
It  is  necessary  to  make  this  remark,  in  order  to  a 
just  appreciation  of  all  the  considerations  which 
should  infiuence  in  the  decision  of  the  present 
question. 

■fThe  advantages  which  may  be  derived  from  a 
union  of  the  school  of  application,  in  the  shape 
of  additional  classes,  to  the  elementary  school, 
are  almost  exclusively  those  of  economy,  and 
admit  of  being  correctly  ascertained ;  they  con- 
sist-^ 

1st.  In  having  certain  duties  that  are  commoft 
and  necessary  to  both  establishments  performed 
by  the  same  lodividuals.who  are  now  employed 
for  those  purposes  at  West  Point.  Such  are  the 
duties  of  the  superintendent,  most  of  the  officer* 
of  the  military  staff,  and  disbursing  department. 

2d.  In  the  purchase  c^  an  additional  site,  which 
will  be  avoided. 

3d.  In  savinff  the  additional  expense  of  quar- 
ters, academical^  and  any  other  buildings,  to  the 
extent  that  they  now  exist  at  West  Point,  beyond 
th^  wants  of  that  establishment. 

4th.  In  saving  the  expense  of  purchasing  a 
library,  instruments,  &c.,  to  the  extent  of  those 
now  on  hand  at  West  Point. 

5.  In  saving  the  travelling  and  other  expenses 
to  which  the  graduates  of  the  elementary  school 
would  be  subjected,  in  order  to  join  and  com* 
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meiM)e  their  couift  ac  the  soiiool  of  aopiif alioBi 
)f  these  institutions  were  separate;  ana, 

6th.  In  avoiding  a  loss  of  time  on  the  part  of 
the  graduates,  which  would  take  place  on  their 
transfer  to  the  school  of  application  in  the  ease 
just  supposed. 

The  roilowiog  are  the  considerations  which 
oppose  a  union,  and  which  eonsequeatly  urge  a 
aeparation  of  these  two  schools. 

Ist.  The  classes  of  application  will  consist  of 
those  individuals  destined  for  the  artillerv.  engi- 
neers, and  topographical  corps,  who  shall  have 
f  raduated  at  the  termination  of  the  elementary 
course  of  instruction,  and  who  will  consequently 
be  then  promoted,  by  brevet  or  otherwise,  in  the 
pame  manner  as  those  destined  for  (be  infantry. 
There  mast  probably  be  two  clashes  of  appliea« 
tion;  and  the  number  of  students  of  whion  they 
ought  to  consist,  in  order  to  supply  the  annual 
?aoancies  in  their  rMoective  armsj  will  not  b« 
less  than  seventy.  The  school  will,  therefore, 
*  be  augmented  to  this  amount,  and  will  he  oooh 
poaea  of  commissioned  officers  and  cadets,  whose 
rights^  interests,  and  occupations,  will  be  mora  or 
less  dissimilar;  and  who  must,  consequently,  be 
governed  by  regulations  4be.,  essentially  d iter- 
ant, which  will  at  once  destroy  that  unity  of  sys- 
lem  necessary  to  all  miliiary  institutions. 

2d.  The  difference  in  point  of  rank,  in  the 
students  of  the  elementary  classes,  and  those 
composing  the  classes  of  application,  will  origi- 
nate claims  to  precedence  and  superiority  on  the 
one  part,  and  resistance  to  such  pretensions  on 
the  other,  which  no  regulations  can  reetiain 
within  proper  limits. 

3d.  It  will  be  necessary  to  'have  two  sets  of 
professions  at  the  same  school,  and  in  several 
instances  two  professors  of  the  same  departnaent 
of  science,  who  will  be  indef^endent  of  each 
other.  Hence,  increased  occasions  of  discord. 
Individual  interest  and  feelings  most  of  neces- 
sity, and  frequently  will  be  brought  into  collis- 
ion; which  ezperience  has  sufficiently  proviod, 
would  lead,  first  to  divisions  among  the  academic 
ataff,  and  finally  to  the  formation  of  parties 
among  the  officers  and  eadet9.  destructive  of  that 
harmony  and  order  which  should  prevail,  and 
are  believed  essential  to  the  successful  operations 
of  the  school. 

4th.  The  duties  of  the  two  sets  of  professank 
Iha  studies  and  occufiatioBs  of  the  officers  ana 
cadets,  being  diflforent  in  their  character,  and  re- 
quiring to  be  arranged  differently,  as  to  time  and 
other  eireumstanees,  will  render  two  distinct  sys- 
tems of  organization  and  police  indispensable, 
which  frequently  cannot  be  made  to  accord, 
without  incurring  some  inconvenience  or  injury, 
or  without  the  sacrifice  of  some  advantage  on 
the  part  of  one  or  the  other  division  of  the  school, 
and  perhaps  of  both.  The  superintendent  will, 
in  fact,  have  two  schools  to  govern  and  conduct. 
His  time  and  attention  will,  therefore,  be  divided, 
alternately  occupied  with  the  peculiar  concerns 
of  eaeh^  and  frequently  employed  in  reconciling 
conflictinff  interesu.  The  whole  svstem  of  ad- 
ministration for  the  two  schools  will  be  more  or 


less  CMUf oiled  or  iafiuanoed  by  the  iacoavenient 
and  unnecessary  relations  in  which  they  ai« 
placed  to  eaeh  other. 

The  advantages  and  disadvantages  here  enu- 
merated, as  attending  the  union  of  the  two  divis- 
ions of  the  course  of  military  instruction,  at  the 
same  school^  are  obviously  too  different  in  their 
kind  to  admit  of  beioe  compared;  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be.  The  expense  attending 
the  separate  establishment  of  a  school  of  applica- 
tion might  be  offered  as  a  reason  for  rejecting  it 
altogether,  but  by  no  meaas  for  uniting  it  to  the 
elementary  school,  when  the  operations  of  both 
would  be  obstructed  in  consequence  of  so  doing, 
and  their  ultimate  suteeess  rendered  bbotc  than 
doubtfuL 

Among  the  advantagea  that  will  be  derived 
from  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  applieation, 
are  the  means  it  will  afford  of  providing  for 
other  departments  of  national  service,  besides 
those  which  have  been  mentioned ;  and,  by  lo- 
cating it  immediately  under  the  eyes  of  the  Uot- 
ernment,  the  measures  necessary  to  enlarge,  oi  to 
adapt  it  to  the  particular  objects  in  view,  will  be 
i  more  readtiy  ascertained,  and  applied  with  greater 
certainty  of  effect.  The  necessity  of  this  institu- 
tion will  become  urgent,  in  the  event  of  one  or 
more. additional  elementary  schools  being  created. 
It  will  then  be  expedient  for  those  very  reasons 
of  economy  which  now  form  the  only  objections 
that  can  be  opposed  to  it ;  and  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, because  it  will  enable  the  respective  candi- 
dates for  the  engineer,  artillery,  and  topographi- 
cal corps,  to  be  assembled  at  the  same  school,  and 
to  receive,  in  common,  their  last  degree  of  in- 
struction ;  and  because  that  by  no  other  means 
can  that  uniformity  in  the  instruction  and  duties 
of  each  of  these  arms  be  attained,  which  is  essen- 
tial to  their  perfection. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  a  school  of 
application  is  decidedly  necessary  to  the  militanr 
service  of  the  country ;  that,  to  be  rendered  effi- 
cient, it  ought  to  be  separate  from  all  immediate 
connexion  with  any  other  institution ;  and  that 
it  should  have  a  central  location,  and  as  litti^ 
removed  as  possible  from  under  the  observation 
of  Government. 

Which  is  pespeetfoUy  submitted  to  the  honors 
able  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  War. 

BERNARD,  Brigadier  OeneraL 
WM.  MoREE,  M€^.  <f  Engineer. 
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of  L/ufrvetion  common  to  Infaniryr  ArtU- 
iery,  Engineers,  and  Topogfi^hMi  Corpe. 

{Arithmetic,  indnding  loga-' 
rithms ;  geometry,  a]gebr%  I  ^  proft«or. 
pisne    trigonometry,  and  f   '^ 
mechanical  powen. 
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««lioii. 
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Of  bodiM;  Utwft  of  jnotion' 
and  Ibrcaiy  gxaTity  and  at- 
traction, d^  ;  properties 
and  theoiy  of  air,  water, 
light,  heat,  Sec;  theoxy  of 
e^otriCtf alvanic,  andnuig- 
netic  floide ;  geology ;  and 
elements  of  astronomy. 

Elements  of  deseriptiTe  ge-' 
ometiy ;  oiwtrametation  dc 
jfiftld  fi)rt^fication ;  attack 
and  defence  of  field  forti- 
fications and  retrenched 
posts,  dbc. ;  and  military 
reconnoiterings. 

C  Elements  of  artilleiy ;  gar- 
<   rison  and  field  senrices 
i  artillery,  d&c. 

Drill  of  the  soldier;  school' 
of  the  platoon  and  battal- 
ion ;  OTolutions  of  the  line, 
dbe.;  and  elements  of  grand 
tactics  and  strategy. 
Human  fignre,  landscape,  > 
and  topograjri^cal  deIine->  1  master. 
atiOns.  ) 

Fk«neh  kngsage  •  -1  master. 

Riding  and  sword  eseroise    -       -       •    1  master. 

DivisumpfBuhnMut  neeeitary  to  the  ArtUkry,  £«<- 
gineert,  and  Topograpkieal  CorpB* 

'  Conic  sections,  spherical  tri-  ^ 
goaometry,  fluxions^  me- 
chanics,  and  application  of  >  1  professor, 
fluxions  and  mechanics  to 
machines.  J 

Application  of  descriptive' 
geometry  to  machines  and 
to  fortifications ;  fortifica- 
tion (permanent)  of  places, 
sea-coasts,  and  retrenched 
camps ;  attack  and  defence 
of  fortresses,  dkc. ;  mines; 
coDotmctioin  of  woiks,  of 
fiartiflpMions,  and  mi 


Mathemat- 


Deseriptire 
geometiy 
and  Ibrtifi- 
eation. 


»lpw)faesor. 


ArtUl«y    ^ 


•IpioAssor. 


\. 


Topogia* 
phy. 


'  Constraction  of  small  arms,  "^ 
cannon,  mortars,  howiti* 
ers,  d(c. ;  gun-carriages, 
caissons,  dbc;  eeiviee.in 
sieges,  m  the  field,  dbe. ; 
prepafalion  of  mnnitions 
«f  mr,  firo^woiks,  4(0. 

Application  of  descriptive' 
feoowlry,  lice.,  to  the  pro- 
jecliBii  of gaogpraph'iehavts; 
geode^ ;  topogmph'l  sa^• 
veys  slnd  repienatations 
of  ground ;  knowle4ge  and 
praotioe  of  inetniments 
employed  in  the  operations 
of  topography,  geography, 
and  geodesy.  ^ 

NoTs. — ^This  jnresents  oniT  the  heads  of  instrnetion* 

An  analysis  of  each  would  enlarge  the  table  to  a 

▼olume. 

*  These  courses  ase  highly  usefbl,  and  indeed  indie* 
pensableb  lee  forming  engineefs  and  olBoere  of  ttrtil* 
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MOiTART  AGADEMT  AT  W£8T  POINT. 

[Cooununicated  to  the  Senate,  February  6, 1819.] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  VhUed  Statee  .• 

In  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  the  Senate 
of  the  85th  of  last .  month,  requesting  me  **  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  it  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  adopted  for  the  gorernment  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point;  also,  how 
many  cadets  have  been  admitted  into  the  Acade- 
my;  the  time  of  the  residence  of  each  cadet  at 
that  institution ;  and  how  many  of  them  b^re 
been  appointed  officers  in  the  Army  and  Nary  of 
the  United  States,"  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which,  with  the  accompany- 
tag  documents,  will  afford  all  the  information 
required  by  the  said  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

FiBBDART  5,  1819. 
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Dbfartumut  or  Wab,  Feb.  4, 1819» 
The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  or  the  Senate  of  the  25th  January 
last,  "  that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  copy  of  the  roles  and  regulations  adopted  for 
the  goTernmcnt  of  the  Military  Academv  at 
West  Point;  also,  hoir  many  cadets  have  bean 
admitted  into  the  Academy ;  the  time  of  the  re- 
sidence of  each  cadet  at  that  institution;  and  hmr 
fioany  of  them  have  been  appointed  officers  in  the 
Army  aud  Narjr  of  the  United  States,'' has.  the 
honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  list  of  cadets  who 
bare  been  admitted  at  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  the  time 
of  their  admission,  and  promotion,  dbc. ;  and  the 
time  ther  remained  at  that  institution;  and  a 
copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  for  the 

forerpment  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
•oint. 

The  cadets  are  under  the  gorernment  of  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  so  far  as  they  are  ap- 
plicable, and  under  th^e  orders  of  the  superin- 
teadeat  of  the  Academy. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 
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hBxj*i  but  they  do  not  seem  to  me  tb  enter  into  the 
neceesaiy  education  of  an  offioOr  of  in&ntrf ,  otherwise 
than  as  fiirming  part  of  the.  general  inlonnation  of 
which  it  is  proper  tW  no  gentleman  should  be  entirely 
ignorant 

If  it  wonid  not  be  presnmptoons  in  me  to  offiir  an 
imoroYement  on  the  proposed  plans  of  so  excellent  a 
jnoge  as  Qeneral  Bemanl,  I  woidd  suggest  that  ano- 
ther course  requiring  anotfier  instructor  for  teaching 
BuUtaiy  administrettoi  and  legislatioo,  an  abstract  of 
the  American  Constitution,*  of  our  militia  laws,  would 
be  nseftil  to  all  the  young  officers  In  the  school ;  and 
mote  partioulaiiy  eo  to  the  officers  of  inlMiftry,  than 
ehenuatiy  and  natural  phileeophy. 

t  In  addition  to  these  lessons,  I  think  the  ssme  in- 
structor, who  should  be  some  experienced  officer,  mi^t 
give  some  lessons  of  the  serrioe  of  the  Infimtiy  in  gar- 
rison and  in  the  field,  of  daily  discipline;  and  more 
particularly  of  the  eerrice  of  the  light  ixi&aUj  and 
riflemeny  adapted  to  Indian  warfrr^  Ac. 
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DfiPARTM SNT  OF  WaR,  Jultf  1,  1816. 

SiH :  I  hare  the  honor  to  return  the  regula- 
tions defining  a  complete  course  of  education, 
drawn  up  by  the  academical  staff,  and  transmit- 
ted hj  you  to  this  department,  which  has  been 
approved,  with  such  modifications  as  have  been 
jpdffed  necessary,  by  the  President. 

From  the  age  at  which  cadets  are  admitted 
into  the  Academy,  the  study  of  the  English 
grammar  is  deemed  indispensable  to  give  them 
a  correct  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  struc- 
ture of  their  own  language. 

Although  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
and  GreeK  languages  is  not  considered  essentially 
necessary,  yet,  wnere  the  cadets  have  studied 
those  languages  before  their  appointments,  it  is 
believed  tha^t  the  review  of  those  languages  du- 
•tinf  the.  last  year  of  study  will  add  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  institution,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
useful  to  the  cadets. 

It  is  expected  that  the  duties  required  by  these 
additions  will  be  performed  by  the  chaplain  em- 
ployed in  the  Academy.  The  performance  of 
these  duties,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  an  inducement 
with  Congress,  when  this  subject  shall  again  be 
broufrht  under  their  consideration,  to  make  the 
appointment  permanent,  not  only  at  West  Point, 
but  at  such  other  establishment  of  that  nature  as 
■hall  be  deemed  necessary  by  that  body. 

If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  aqademical  staff,  these 
branches,  of  education  can  b6  .advantageously 
prosecuted  at  periods  different  from  those  fixed  in 
the  reffulations,  their  suggestions  will  be  attended 
to  with  pleasure. 

The  inducement  to  the  other  alterations  will 
readily  suggest  itself  to  your  mind.  That  a  ca* 
det,  who  having  been  thrown  into  a  class  below 
him,  and  subsequently  in  the  course  of  his  edu- 
cation finds  himself  placed  in  the  same  situation, 
will  not  be  qualified  for  an  engineer,  may  be 
readily  conceived ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  he  may  not  possess  many  of  the  qualifica- 
tions bf  a  general  in  a  higher  decree  than  some 
of  those  who  greatly  excel  him  in  his  studies. 
The  absolute  dismission  for  that  cause  has,there- 
forej  been  changed  into  a  reference  to  the  War 
Department.     . 

•  These  regulations  will  applj  to  all  cases  where 
the  cadet  presents  himself  for  admission  after 
they  are  received  at  the  Academy,  notwithstand- 
'  inflftheir  appointments  may  be  of  anterior  date. 

The  regulation  requiring  the  unmarried  pro- 
'  feasors,  teachers,  and  assistants  to  eat  with  the 
cadets,  is  believed  to  be  conformable  to  the  gen- 
eral usage  of  colleges,  and  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered onerous.  I  understand:  also,  that  Cap- 
tain Partridge  is  himself  a  bachelor,  and  of  course 
a ubject  to  the  regulation.  From  his  signing  some 
of  his  acts  as  superintendent  of  the  Academy,  he 
may  have  supposed  that  he  was  not  embracea  by 
the  rule.  This,  however,  is  a  mistake.  No  oflf- 
cer,  as  long  as  the  law  remains  as  it  is,  can  be 
the  superintendent  of  the  institution  but  the  prin- 
'  cipal  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  the  next 
In  command  of  that  corps,  in  case  oi  his  absence. 
If,  however,  in  your  opinion,  the  proposition 


made  by  the  academical  suff  to  attend  the  mc— 
houses,  and  make  daily  reports  of  the  fare,  will 
protect  the  cadets  from  imposition,  yoa  are  ^q- 
thorized  to  suspend  the  rule  until  further  orden. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Gen.  Joseph  G.  Swipt,  New  York. 


UkITBU  StATBS  MiUTABT  AcADBftT, 

West  Point,  May  22,  ^816. 

The  following  branches  of  science  and  instrae- 
tion  shall  be  considered  as  comprisioe  a  complete 
course  of  education  at  the  Mihtary  Academy  at 
West  Point,  State  of  N^w  York  : 

The  English  and  French  languages,  and  the 
review  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  math- 
ematics, military  drawing,  natural  and  experi- 
mental philosophy,  including  astrononiy,  engi- 
neering, geography,  history,  ethics,  military  in- 
struction, and  the  sword  exercises. 

English  language^^A  course  of  English  shall 
embrace  English  grammar  and  composition. 

French  langttage.'^A  course  of  French  shall 
consist  in  pronouncing  the  language  tolerably, 
and  translating  from  French  into  English,  and 
from  English  into  French,  with  accuracy. 

Latin  and  Greek  languages. — A  course  of 
Latin  aod  Greek  shall  embrace  the  review  of  the 
Latin  aod  Greek  authors  usaaiiy  taught  in  acad- 
emies. 

No  cadet  shall  be  compelled  to  stadv  these 
languages  who  shall  not  have  been  taught  them 
previous  to  his  appointment. 

Mathematics.^A  complete  course  of  mathe- 
matics shall  embrace  the loUowing branches,  viz: 
The  nature  and  construction  of  logaTiihms  and 
the  use  of  the  tables ;  algebra,  to  include  the  so- 
lution of  cubic  equations,  with  all  the  preceding 
rules;  geometry,  to  include  plane  and  solid  ge- 
ometry, also  ratios  and  proportions,  and  the  con- 
struction of  geometrical  problems;  application  of 
algebra  to  geometry ;  practical  geometry  on  the 
ground ;  mensuration  of  planes  and  solids ;  plane 
trigonometry,  with  its  application  to  surveying 
and  measuring  heights  and  distances ;  spherical 
trigonometry,  with  its  application  to  the  solution 
of  spherical  problems;  the  doctrine  of  infinite 
series ;  conic  sections,  with  their  application  to 
military  and  other  pvojeetiles;  fluxions,  to  be 
taught  and  studied  at  the  option  of  the  professor 
and  student. 

Drawing.'^A  complete  course  of  drawing  shall 
include  the  elementary  drawing  of  figures ;  rules 
and  practice  of  perspective  plans  and  profiles  of 
permanent  fortifications ;  of  everv  kind  of  field 
works ;  and,  also,  topographical  plans. 

PhUosophy.-^A  complete  conrse  of  philosophy 
shall  embrace  the  following  branches,  viz:  The 
principles  of  mechanics,  with  their  general  ap- 
plication ;  hydrostatics,  hydraulics,  pneumatia^ 
optics;  the  elements  of  chemistry,  electricity, 
magnetism,  and  astronomr. 

Engineering. — A  complete  course  of  engineer- 
ing  s^ll  embrace  the  following  branch^  viz : 
Military  and  civil  architecture;  pernaaneat  and 
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field  fortifieatioQ ;  ^eld  works,  flenertUy ;  rales 
for  the  labor,  time,  and  materials  oecessarjr  for 
the  constraction  of  different  kinds  of  works ;  also, 
rale»  for  the  constraetion  of  all  the  appendages 
necessary  in  field  works;  the  constraetion  of 
mines  and  fongasses,  and  the  different  modes  of 
attacking  and  defending  fortified  places;  also, 
castrametatioa. 

Geography. '^A  complete  coarse  of  geosraphy 
shall  embrace  the  solution  of  the  sereral  prob- 
lems of  the  spheres,  nsnally  prefixed  to  the  sys- 
tems of  geography,  by  means  of  the  slobe.  A 
knowledge  of  the  grand  dlYisions  of  the  earth ; 
of  the  extent,  boundaries,  and  relatiye  situations 
of  the  several  countries  situated  in  each  of  these 
grand  divisions;  embracing,  likewise^  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  natural  prmluctions,  commerce, 
manufactures,  government,  naval  and  military 
strength,  relative  importance,  and  the  use  of  the 
maps,  dtc. 

Bulory, — A  complete  course  of  history  shall 
embrace  a  course  or  universal  history ;  the  his* 
tory  of  America  generally ;  the  history  of  the 
American  Revolutionary  war,  Slc.  ;  the  history 
of  the  United  States,  or  such  particular  Btates 
as  the  professor  in  that  department  shall  judge 
proper. 

JBtAiot.— A  course  of  ethics  shall  include  the 
elements  of  moral  science,  also  of  natural  and  po- 
litical law. 

Military  itutruetion* — A  complete  course  of 
military  instruction  shall  embrace  a  general 
course  of  tactics;  a  knowledge  of  infantry  duty, 
to  commence  with  the  elementary  drill  of  the 
soldier,  and  to  include  the  discipline  and  police 
of  the  battalion  and  platoon  in  all  their  parts; 
a  knowledge  of  artillery  duty,  including  the  ar- 
tillery drill ;  practical  ffunnery ;  and,  also,  all 
the  performance  of  all  the  regular  duties  of  the 
camp. 

Sword  exercise. — Under  the  sword  exercise 
shall  be  included  the  broad  sword  exercise,  and 
the  cut  and  thrust,  or  small  sword,  either  or  both, 
according  to  circumstances. 

Auignrnent  of  diUieo, — Each  professor  and  in- 
structor Ihall  be  limited  in  the  discharge  of  iiis 
official  duties  to  his  owi^  department,  and  not  to 
interfere  with  any  other  department.  Each  4>ro- 
fessor  and  teacher,  at  the  head  of  a  separate  de- 
partment, shall  be  the  judge  of  the  proper  mode 
of  conveying  instruction  in  his  own  department, 
and  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  correctness 
of  this  mode. 

Dixuion  of  time.-— To  complete  the  preceding 
course  of  studies  will  require  four  years.  The 
branches  to  be  pursued,  and  the  course  to  be  com- 
pleted in  each  year,  shall  be  as  follows: 

Ftrot  yearj^The  course  of  the  first  year  shdl 
embrace  English  grammar  and  cpmposition,  and 
the  French  language,  logarithms,  algebra,  and 
plane  geometry,  to  include  ratios  and  propor- 
tions. 

^comi  year.**The  course  of  the  second  year 
shall  embrace  a  continuation  of  the  French  lan- 
guage ;  the  geomeuy  of  planes  and  solids,  and 
the  eenstruetion  of  geometrical  problems;  the 


application  of  algebra  to  (geometry,  and  the  m^a- 
suration  of  planes  and  solids;  plane  and  spherical 
trigonometrjr,  with  their  applications;  conic  sec*^ 
tioas;  practical  seometry  and  drawing. 

ThvnL  year, — ^A  course  for  the  third  year  shall 
embrace  natural  and  experimental  philosophy, 
astronomy,  engineering,  aad  drawing  continued* 

Fourth  year.— A  course  for  the  fourth  year 
shall  embrace  ffeoffraphy,  history,  and  ethics,  the 
review  of  the  Snglish  grammar,  and  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages;  also,  a  general  review  of 
the  most  important  branches  m  each  of  the  de- 
partment^ 

Ridee  for  datsificationj^The  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academv  shall  constitute  four  classes* 
All  the  cadets  who  are  admitted  as  members  of 
thjs  academv  in  each  year  shall  constitute  the 
first  lo^er  class.  If)  however,  at  the  general  ex- 
amination next  ensuing  the  time  of  admissioni 
it  shall  appear  that  any  cadet  is  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced in  his  studies,  he  may  be  admitted  into 
the  next  higher  class.  On  the  contrary,  if,  at 
either  of  the  general  examinations,  any  cadet 
shall  be  found  unqualified  to  proceed  with  his 
class,  he  shall  be  put  back  into  the  next  lower 
class.  No  intermediate  classes  will,  in  any  case, 
be  allo'wed. 

Qualificatioru  necessary  for  admission. — Each 
cadet,  previous  to  his  being  admitted  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Military  Academy,  must  be  able  to 
read  distinctly  and  pronounce  correctly ;  to  write 
a  fair  legible  band ;  and  to  perform  with  facility 
and  accuracy  the  various  operations  of  the-ground 
rules  of  arithmetic,  both  simple  and  compound; 
of  the  rules  of  reduction  of  single  and  com- 
pound proportion,  and  also  of  vulgar  and  decimal 
fractions. 

Promiscuous  regtdations, — Ist.  Every  cadet, 
when  he  shall  have  completed  the  foregoing 
course  of  studies,  shall,  be  entitled  to  his  diploma 
signed  by  the  academic  staff,  agreeably  to  law 
and  existing  regulations. 

2d.  The  military  instruction  of  the  cadet  shall 
be  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  suoertn* 
tendent  of  the  academy,  and  shall  be  attenaed  to 
at  such  times  as  will  interfere  the  least  with  their 
othec  academic  duties.  ^ 

3d.  The  psrticular  course  of  studies  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  classes,  between  the  general  exam- 
inations in  each,  year,  sl^iU  be  determined  by  the 
superintendent  and  academic  staff,  in  such  man- 
ner as  experience  shall  point  out  to  be  the  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  institution.    . 

4th.  Any  cadet  who  shall  have  been  reduced 
to  a  lower  class,  and  shall,  upon  a  second  exami* 
nation,  be  found  unqualified  to  advance  with  this 
class  to  tlve  next  higher  grade,  shall,  unless  he 
shall  have  been  prevented  from  attending  to  his 
studies  by  sickness,  necessary  absence,  or  some 
other  evident  necessity,  be  reported  to  the  Score* 
tary  of  the  Department  of  War  by  the  academic 
staff,  stating  the  branches  of  science  in  whieh.he 
is  most  deficient,  those  in  which  he  has  made  the 
greatest  proficiency,  as  well  as  the  general  incli- 
nation, temper,  and  habits,  which  appear  to  pr^ 
dominate  in  liit  actions;  and  especially  whether 
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liif  douiiiwDt  prop«]i8lci«t  loipd  him  to  %hm  ^o* 
fwfjoii  c^ariM.  upon  tkit  report  be  shill  be  dia. 
mined,  or  retMned^  at  tlie  will  of  tiM  President. 

5tb.  The  snpeniiicndeitt  of  the  aesdemy  tad 
tko  academic  itaff  t^all  be  at  libertf  to  propose 
to  the  SeereCarf  of  War  $«ch  altermcioDc  aad 
amendtneate  to  tba  A)rtgoiBg  oo«ree  of  itQ^ei 
81  they  ■bally  at  any  itnoy  ooitjoi»tly  deem  ae* 
ceeeary  for  the  good  of  the  iixeittatioD  i  the  whole, 
Off  A  majority  of  tbtiw,  agreeio|f  to  racb  altera- 
tiona  a&d  amcadiBeatf . 

0th.  Sboald  it  be  foa^d,  by  experience,  that 
loo  large  a  portion  of  study  or  instruetioa  i«  a#* 
aiffted  in  the  preceding  covese  of  studies  to  any 
pi^ieukr  year,  the  superiateDdent  and  academic 
staff  cottjoinily  shall  be  at  liberty  to  transfer, 
from  the  course  of  one  year  to  that  of  another, 
eucb  particular  portions  of  study  or  instruction 
aa  may  appear  necessary  to  produce  an  equality } 
the  witole,  or  a  majority  of  them,  agreeing  to 
such  transfer. 

The  foregoing  course  of  studies  and  instruc- 
tions is  respectlully  submiited  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War. 

Jhtte  wth  reipeet  to  the  promotion  of  cadM  nf 
the  United  StiOee  MUitary  Academy. 

1.  That,  in  the  go7ernmental  promotion  of  the 
cadets,  the  lineal  rank  of  each  graduating  class 
shall  be  established  in  conformity  to  the  principle 
of  general  merit,  as  ascertained  by  a  competent 
board  of  examiners, 

2.  That  the  distribution  of  cadets  to  the  seve- 
ral corps  of  the  army  at  thie  time  of  promotion, 
shall  be  made  according  to  their  particular  tal- 
ents and  qualifltations  ascertainea  in  like  man- 
ner; ijroTided,  that  this  diitribotion  be  allowed, 
in  no  instance,  to  interfere  with  the  priaeipie  or 
rank  according  to  general  merit. 

9.  No  cadet  to  be  promoted  from  the  academy 
until  he  shall  have  completed  his  course  of  studies 
at  the  same,  and  receiyed  the  diploma  of  the  aca- 
demic staff  to  that  effect. 

4.  No  cadet  who  shAll  resign  his  warrant,  or 
otherwise  be  separated  fVom  the  academy,  before 
the  completion  of  his  studies,  shall,  on  any  ac- 
count, receive  an  appointment  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  until  after  the  promotion  of 
the  class  ta  which  he  belonged ;  nor  then,  if  such 
appointment  interfere  in  the  smallest  degnewith 
the  rank  of  any  member  of  that  class. 

5.  No  cadet  who  shall  be  dismissed  the  institu* 
lion,  or  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  idle- 
ness, neglect  of  dutv,  or  any  spedes  of  bad  con- 
duct, shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  po^  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States^  until  at  least  five 

J  ears  after  the  promotion  of  the  class  to  which 
e  belonged. 


R0AD8  AND  CAN ALfiU-RGPORT  OF  THE 
8£CR£TARY  OF  WAR. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  U,  1819.] 
DuPARTiiBirT  or  Wab,  Jan,  7, 1819. 
8ir:  In  compliance  with  a  resoluiiott  of  the 
House  of  Repveeratativea  of  the  4th  of 


18lfij  iaetMwiIng  the  Seeretary  of  War  to  report 
to  that  House,  at  their-  neKt  session,  "a  ptm  for 
the  application  of  snob  aaeaas  aa  are  wtihin  tht« 
power  of  Coaigresa  ior  the  purpoee  of  opening 
and  eonstsuettiig  such  roada  ana  casala  »  aaar 
deset re  and  require  the  aid  of  Gtoremmcnt.  with 
a  view  to  military  opeiadoas  in  time  of  war; 
the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war ;  and  idsa 
a  ctateaieBt  of  the  works  of  the  natuiv  above- 
Bwntioaed  which  hare  bsen  commenced,  th* 
progress  which  has  been' made,  and  the  meana 
and  ptospect  of  their  completion ;  logeiiier  with 
such  iaformution  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  8ee« 
rotary,  shall  be  material  in  relaiimi  totbeofajecta 
of  the  resolution,"  1  have  tbe  honor  le  make  the 
foUowinj^  report : 

A  judicious  system  of  roads  and  canals^  con- 
strue ted  for  the  convenience  of  commerce  and 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  only,  without  any 
reference  to  military  operations,  is  itself  amon^. 
the  most  eficient  means  for  "  the  more  com- 
plete defence  of  the  United  States."  Without 
adverting  to  the  fiict,  that  the  roads  and  canab 
which  sueh  a  system  would  require  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  precisely  those  which  would  be 
required  for  the  operationa  of  war,  such  a  sya- 
tem,  by  consolidating  our  Union,  increasins  our 
wealth  and  fiaoai  capacity,  would  add  greeny  to 
our  reaources  in  war.  It  is  in  a  state  of  war 
when  a  nation  is  compelled  io  put  all  of  i\M  re* 
Murces,  in  men,  money,  skii/,  and  de^ocioil  to 
country,  into  requisition,  that  tta  Government 
realises,  in  its  security,  the  beneficial  effects  frona 
a  people  made  prosperous  and  happy  by  a  wise, 
direction  of  ita  resoof cea  in  peace.  Bui  1  forbear 
to  jNirsue  this  subject,  thougli  soenterestiag,  and 
which,  the  further  it  is  pursued,  will  the  more 
clearly  establish  the  intimate  connexion  between 
the  defence  and  safety  of  the  country  and  ita 
improTcmeot  and  prosperity,  as  I  do  not  conceiTe 
that  it  consttimes  the  immediate  object  of  tJiis 
report. 

There  is  no  country  to  which  a  good  system 
of  military  roads  and  canals  is  more  indispensa- 
ble  than  to  the  United  Stalesu  Aa  mat  aa  our 
military  capacity  is^  when  compared  #tth  the 
number  of  our  people,  yet,  when  considered  in 
relation  to  the  rast  extent  of  our  com  try,  it  la 
very  small  \  and,  if  so  great  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory renders  it  very  difficult  to  conquer  us,  aa 
baa  been  frequently  obeerred,  it  ou^ht  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  it  renders  it  no  less  difficult  for  the 
€h>veroment  to  afford  protection  to  every  portioa 
of  the  community.  In  the  rery  nature  of  things, 
the  difficulty  of  protecting  eyery  part,  saloa^  aa 
our  population  beara  so  small  a  proportioa  to>  the 
extent  of  thecouatry,  cannot  be  entirely  overcome; 
but  it  may  be  very  greatly  diminished  bya  good 


system  of  military  roada  and  canals, 
cesaity  of  such  a  system  is  still  moee  appanant  if 
we  take  into  consideration  the  chameler  of  our 
political  maximtf  and  institutions*  Opposed  ia 
principle  to  a  laege  standing  army,  our  main  re- 
liance for  defence  must  be  on  the  mililia,  to  be 
called  out  frequently  from  a  great  distance,  and 
UBder  the  pressure  of  an  aotual  invaaion*    Thft 
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e^eritseeof  this  l«t«  "V^tf  tiDfrtf  prorefl^  in  the 
pnMkt  itatv  of  cor  internal  improremeiits,  the 
May,  the  OBeertaiatr.  the  aazietj,  aad  exbaust- 
iaf  emits  of  suoh  eain*  Thdfaets  are  too  reeeot 
to  reqaite  detitlB,  and  the  impression  too  deep  to 
be  soon  forgotten*  As  it  is  the  fiart  of  wisdom 
to  profit  by  experieaeej  m  it  is  of  the  nf  most  im<* 
portcnee  to  prerent  a  recurr^oee  of  a  similar 
siito  of  things,  by  the  applieation  of  a  poiftlon 
d*  our  means  to  the  constrnetioa  of  snch  roads 
and  eanais  as  are  reqaire4  ^  with  »  view  to  milH 
tary  operations  in  time  of  war,  the  transportation 
of  the  monitions  of  war,  and  more  complete  de^ 
fence  of  the  United  States.'' 

In  all  questions  of  mihtiry  prepitrlstlon,  three 
of  oor  frontien  require  s^MJciai  attention;  the 
Bastero  or  Atlantic  frontier ;  the  Northern,  or 
the  Csnadiaa  frontier ;  aod  the  Sonthem^  or  the 
frontier  of  the  Qulf  of  Mexioo.  On  the  West 
and  Northwest  we  are  seettre,  ezoept  against  In* 
dian  hostilities;  and  the  only  military  prepara'* 
tions  required  in  that  quarter,  are  such  as  are 
necessary  to  keep  the  Indian  trtbesrin  awe,  and 
to  protect  the  frontier  from  their  ravages.  AH 
oJF  ow  great  military  efforts,  growing  out  pf  a 
War  with  an  European  Power,>  most,  for,  the 
present,  be  directed  toWAtds  our  Eastern,  North- 
em,  or  Southern  frontien;  aod  the  roads  and 
canals  which  will  enable  the  Gtovemment  to 
concentrate  its  means  for  defence,  promptly  and 
cheaply,  on  the  vulnerable  (HDints  of  either  of 
those  frontlerB,  are  those  which  in  a  military 
ponit  of  view,  require  the  aid  of  Qovernment*  I 
propose  to  consider  each  of  those  frontiers  8e|>^ 
aiately,  beginning  with  the  Atlantic,  which,  in 
many  respects,  is  the  weakest  and  most  exposed. 

From  the  mouth  of  St.  Croix  to  that  of  St. 
Mwfys^  the  two  extremes  of  this  frontier,  is  a  dis- 
tance, along  the  line  of  the  coast  and  priacfpal 
bays,  without  foUowing  their  sinuosities,  of  about 
twt>  thousand  one  hundred  mitea.  On  this  line, 
including  its  navigable  rivers  and  bays,  are  situ- 
ated oil^  most  popOloos  cities,  the  great  depots 
of  the  weakh  aad  commerce  of  the  country* 
Thait  portion  of  it  which  extends  to  the  south  of 
the  Chesapeake  has,  with  the  exceptions  of  the 
cities  and  their  imooedinte  neighborhood,  a  sparse 
population,  #ith  a  low  marshy  country,  extend- 
ing back  fronr  100  to  150  miles.  Ta  the  north  of 
the  Cbesapeake^  inclusive,  it  aiEwds,  everywhere, 
deep  aad  bold  navigable  bays  and  rivers,  which 
readily  admit  vessels  of  any  sixe.  Against  a  line 
so.  long)  so  weak;  so  exposed,  and  presenting  such 
strong  motives  for  depredations,  hoslilitres  the 
moat  harassing  and  exhausting  may  be  carried 
on  by  a  naval  Power ;  and,  should  the  stfbjoga* 
tioQ  of  the  country  ever  be  attempted,  it  is  prob- 
able that  agalast  this  frontier,  facing  Europe,  the 
aeait  of  the  great  Powers  of  the  world,  the  prin^ 
eipfti  efforts  would  be  turned.  Thus  circom* 
atsoced^  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
rosder  h  as  seem  as  possible.  For  mtfefa  of  this 
security  we  ought  to  iookto  a  navy,  and  a  judi* 
ckms  and  strong  system  of  fortifications ;  bat 
nM  to  the  neglect  of  soeh  roads  and  canals  as 
will,  ennblo  the  CtovernuiODt   to  concentrate, 


promptly  and  cheaply,  at  any  point  #hich  may 
DC  menaced,  the  necessary  force  and  means  for 
defence. 

To  resis^  ordinary  hostilities,  hating  for  their 
object  the  destruction  of  our  towns  and  the  ex* 
haustion  of  our  means,  the  force  ought  to  be 
drawn  frotU'  the  country  lying  between  the  coasts 
and  the  sources  of  the  principal  rivers  which 
discharge  through  it  into  the  ocean ;  but,  to  re- 
sist greater  efforts,  aiming  at  conquest,  should  it 
ever  be  attempted,  the  force  aod  resources  of  the 
whole  community  must  be  brought  into  resist- 
ance.   To  concentrate,  then,  a  sufficient  force, 
on  any  point  of  this  frontier  which  may  be  in- 
vaded, troops  must  be  marched,  and  munitions 
of  war  transported,  either  along  the  line  of  ih^ 
coast,  or  from  the  interior  of  the  Atlantic  States  ' 
to  the  coast,  or,  should  the  invading  force  be  of 
such  magnitude  as  to  require  it,  from  the  West-- 
ern  States;  and  the  roads  and  canals  necessary* 
for  the  defence  of  this  frontier  are  those  which 
will  render  these  operations  prompt,  certain,  and 
economical. 

From  the  coast  to  the  Alleghany  mountains  and 
the  high  land  separating  the  streams  which  enter 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  Atlantic, 
in  which  the  principal  Atlantic  rivers  take  their 
rise;  the  distance  may  be  averaged  at  about  !^ 
miles;  and  the  whole  extent,  from  the  St.  Marvs 
to  the  St.  Croix,  is,  intersected,  at  short  intervals, 
by  large  navigable  rivers  and  the  principal  roads 
of  this  portion  of  our  country,  through  which 
its  great  commercial  operations  are  carried  on. 
These,  aided  by  the  steamboats,  now  introduced 
on  almost  ail  of  our  great  rivers,  present  great 
facilities  to  collect  the  militia  from  the  interior, 
and  to  transport  the  necessary  supplies  and  mu- 
nitions of  war. 

Mdeh  undoubtedly  remains  to  be  done  to  per* 
feet  the  roads  and  improve  the  navigatron  of  the 
rivers ;  but  this,  for  the  most  part,  may  be  safely 
left  to  the  States  and  the  commercial  cities  par^ 
ticular ly  interested,  aa  the  appropriate  objects  <it 
their  care  and  exertions.  Tne  attention  of  both ' 
bnve  recently  been  much  turned  towardi  theso 
objects,  and  a  few  years  will  probably  addmucft 
to  facilitato  the  intercourse  between  the  coast 
and  the  interior  of  the  Atlantic  States.  Tery 
diflferent  is  the  case  with  the  great  and  important 
line  of  communication,  extending  alon^  the  coast, 
throu|h  the  Atlantic  States.  No  object  of  the 
kind  js  more  important ;  and  there  is  none  to 
which  State  or  individual  capacity  is  more  inad- 
equate. It  must  be  perfected  1^  the  Gkneral 
(^vernment,  or  not  perfected  at  all,  at  least  for 
many  years.  No  one  or  two  States  have  a  suf- 
ficient interest.  It  is  immediately  beneficial  to 
more  than  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and, 
without  the  aid  of  the  General  Gbverament, 
would  require  their  cooperation.  It  is,  at  all 
times,  a  most  important  object  to  the  nation ;  and, 
in  a  war  with  a  naval  Power,  is  almosUBdispen* 
sable  to  our  military,  commercial,  and  finanqjal 
operations.  It  may,  in  a  single  view,  be  consid- 
ered the  i^reat  artery  of  the  country ;  and.  whetf 
the  coasting  tride  is  strspended  by  war,  the  vast  * 
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iDiercoaru  between  the  North  and  South,  whic)i  I 
annually  reauires  five  hundred  thousand  tons  of 
ahippin^,  and  which  is  necessary  to  the  commerce, 
the  agriculture,  and  manufactures  of  more  than 
faalf  of  the  Union,  seeks  this  channel  of  commun- 
ication.   If  it  were  thoroughly  opened  bv  land 
and  water  \  if  Louisiana  were  connected,  by  a 
•durable  and  well  finished  road, with  Maine;  and 
Boston  with  Savannah,  by  a  well  established  line 
of  inland  navigation,  for  which  so  many  facilities 
are  presented,  more  than  half  of  the  pressure  of 
war  would  be  removed.    A  country  so  vast  in 
its  means,  and  abounding,  in  its  various  latitudes, 
with  almost  all  the  products  of  the  globe,  is  a 
world  of  itself;  and,  with  that  facility  of  inter- 
course, to  perfect  which,  the  disnosable  means  of 
the  country  is  adequate,  would  nourish  and  pros- 
per under  the  pressure  of  a  war  with  any  Power, 
but,  dropping  this  more  elevated  view,  and  con- 
sidering the  subject  only  as  it  regards  "  military 
operations  in  time  of  war,  and  the  transportation 
of  the  munitions  of  war,"  what  could  contribute 
so  much  as  this  communication  to  the  effectual 
and  cheap  defence  of  our  Atlantic  frontier? 
Take  the  line  of  iojand  navigatiop  along  the 
coast,  the  whole  of  which,  it  is  estimated,  could 
be  completed,  for  sea  vessels;  by  digging  one 
hundred  miles,  and  at  the  expense  of  03)000,000. 
the  advantage  which  an  enemy  with  a  naval 
force  now  has,  by  rapidly  moving  along  the  coast, 
and  harassing  and  exhausting  the  country,  would 
be  in  a  great  measure  lost  to  him.    In  fact,  the 
capacity  for  rapid  and  prompt  movements  and 
'concentration^ould  be.  to  the  full,  as  much  in 
our  power.    We  would  have,  in  most  of  the 
points  of  attack,  a  shorter  line  to  move  oyer,  in 
order  to  concentrate  our  means;  and,  aided  by 
steamboats,  would  haye  the  capacity  to  pass  it  in 
a  shorter  time,  and  with  greater  certainty,  than 
what  an  enemy,  even  with  a  naval  superiority, 
would  have,  to  attack  us.    Suppose  the  fleet  of 
such  an  enemy  should  appear  off*  the  Capes  of 
Delaware;  before' it  could  possibly  approach  and 
attack  Philadelphia,  information,  by  telegraphic 
communication,  might  be  given  to  Baltimore  and 
New  Y.ork,  and  the  forces  stationed  there  thrown 
in  for  its  relief.    The  same  mifht  take  place  if 
Baltimore  or  New  York  should  be  invaded ;  and, 
should  an  attack  be  made  on  any  of  our  cities, 
the  militia  and  regular  forces,  at  a  great  distance 
along  the  coast,  could,  in  a  short  time,  be  thrown 
in  for  its  relief.    By  this  speedy  communication, 
the  regular  forces,  with  the  militia  of  the  cities 
and  their  neighborhood,  would  be  sufficient  to 
repel  ordinary  invasions,  and  would  either  pre- 
vent, or  greatly  diminish,  the  harassing  calls 
upon  the  militia  of  the  interior.    If  to  these  con- 
siderations we  add  the  character  of  the  southern 
position  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  so  fatal  to  those 
whose  constitutions  are  not  inured  to  it,  the  yalue 
of  this  system  of  defence,  by  the  regular  troops 
and  the  mjlitia  accustomed  to  the  climate,  will 
be  ffreatly  enhanced.    Should  this  line  of  inland 
na^gation  be  constructed,  to  enjoy  its  benefits 
fully,  it  will  be  necessary  to  cover  it  against  the 
naval  operations  of  an  enemy.    It  is  thought  that 


this  may  be  easily  «ffae(td|  to  the  south  of  the 
Chesapeaka  by  land  and  steam  batteries.  Tluit 
bay  is  itself  one  of  the  most  important  links  in 
this  line  of  communicatioD ;  and  its  defence 
against  a  naval  force  ought,  if  practicable,  to  be 
rendered  complete.  It  wita  carefully  snrrefed, 
the  last  Summer,  by  skilful  ofiicers,  for  this  pur- 
pose in  part,  and  it  is  expected  that  their  report 
will  throw  much  light  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject. Long  Island  Sound,  another  part  of  the 
line  which  is  exposed,  can  be  fully  defended  by 
a  naval  force  only. 

It  remains,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  the 
Atlantic  frontier,  to  consider  the  means  of  cooi- 
munication  between  it  and  the  Western  Statea, 
which  require  the  aid  of  the  Qovernment.  Most 
of  the  observations  made  relative  to  the  increased 
strength  and  capacity  of  the  country  to  bear  op 
under  the  pressure  of  war,  from  the  coastwise 
communication,  are  applicable  in  a  high  degsee 
at  present,  and  are  daily  becoming  more  so,  to 
those  with  the  Western  States;  and  should  a 
war  for  conquest  ever  be  waffed  against  us,  m 
event  not  probable,  but  not  to  be  laid  entirely  out 
of  view,  the  roads  and  canals  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  communication  with  that  portion  of 
our  country  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  interest  of  commerce,  and  the  spirit  of 
rivalry  between  the  great  Atlantic  cities,  will  do 
much  to  perfect  the  means  of  intercourse  with  the 
West.  The  most  important  lines  of  communi- 
cation appear  to  be  from  Albany  to  the. Lakes; 
from  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  and 
Richmond,  to  the  Ohio  river ;  and  from  Charlea- 
ton  and  Augusta,  to  the  Tennessee;  all  of  which 
are  now  commanding  the  attention,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  of  the  sections  of  the  country  im- 
mediately interested.  But  in  such  great  under- 
takings,  so  interesting  in  every  point  of  view  to 
the  whole  Union,  atid  which  may  ultimately  be* 
come  necessary  to  its  defence,  the  expense  ought 
not  to  fall  wholly  on  the  portions  of  the  countrf 
more  immediately  interested.  As  the  Qovern- 
ment has  a  deep  stake  in  them,  and  as  the  system 
of  defence  will  not  be  perfeet  without  their  com* 
pletion,  it  ought  at  least  to  bear  a  proportional 
share  of  the  expense  of  their  construction. 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  the  roads  and  eanala 
connected  with  the  defeace  of  our  Northern  fron- 
tier. That  portion  of  it  which  exteads  to  the 
east  of  Lake  Champlain  has  not  heretofore  been 
the  scene  of  extensive  military  operations ;  and  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  natore 
of  the  country,  to  venture  an  opinion  whether 
we  may  hereafter  be  called  oa  to  make  consider- 
able military  efforts  in  that  quarter.  Without, 
then,  designating  any  military  improvements,  as 
connected  with  this  portion  of  our  Northern  fron- 
tier, I  would  suggest  the  propriety,  should  Con- 
gress approve  of^  the  plan  for  a  military  survey 
of  the  country  to  be  hereafter  proposed,  to  make 
a  survey  of  it  tbe  duty  of  the  engineers  who  niay 
be  designated  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  defence  of  the  other  part  of  this  line 
of  frontier,  the  most  important' objects  are,  a  canal 
or  water  eommunleation  between  Albany  and 
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Ltake George,  and  Lake  Ontario^  and  between  PiUs- 
burg  and  Lake  Erie«  The  two  former  have  been 
comiheDced  by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  will| 
-when  completed, connected  with  the  great  inland 
navigation  aloiig  the  coast,  enable  the  Govern- 
ment, at  a  moderate  expense,  and  in  a  short  time, 
to  transport  munitions  of  war,  and  to  concentrate 
its  troops  from  any  portion  of  the  Atlantic  States, 
fresh  and  unejchaosted  by^  the  fatigue  of  marching 
oa  the  inland  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  road  commenced,  by  order  of  the  Executive, 
from  Plattsburg  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  is  essentially 
connected  with  military  operations  on  this  por- 
tion of  the  Northern  frontier.  A  water  commun- 
ication from  Pittsburg  to  Lake  Erie,  would  greatly 
increase  our  power  on  the  upper  Lakes.  The 
Alleghany  river,  by  its  main  branch,  is  said  to  be 
navigable  within  seven  miles  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
by  French  creek,  within  sixteen  miles.  Pitts- 
burg is  the  great  military  depot  of  the  country 
to  the  west  of  the  Alleghany,  and,  if  it  were  con- 
nected by  a  canal  with  Lake  Erie,  would  furnish 
military  supplies  with  facility  to  the  upper  lakes, 
as  well  as  to  the  country  watered  by  the  Missis- 
sippi. If  to  these  communications  we  add  a  road 
from  Detroit  to  Ohio,  wbich  hfls  already  been 
commenced,  and  a  canal  from  the  Illinois  river 
to  Lake  Michigan,  which  the  growing  popula- 
tion of  the  State  of  Illinois  renders  very  import- 
ant, all  the  facilities  vyhich  would  be  essential  *'  to 
carry  on  military  operations  in  the  time  of  war. 
and  the  transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war" 
for  the  defence  of  the  western  portion  of  our 
Northern  frontier,  would  be  afforded. 

It  only  remains  to  consider  the  system  of  roads 
and  canals  connected  with  the  defence  of  our 
Southern  frontier,  or  that  on  the  Golf  of  Mex- 
ico.   For  the  defence  of  this  portion  of  our  coun- 
try, though  at  present  weak  of  itself,  nature  has 
done  much.  The  bay  of  Mobile,  and  the  entrance 
into  the  Mississippi  through  all  of  its-  channels, 
are  highly  capable  of  deduce.    A  military  sur- 
vey has  been  made,  and  the  necessary  fortifica- 
tions have  been  commenced,  and  will  be  in  a  few 
years  completed.    But  the  ref^l  strength  of  this 
frontier  is  the  Mi^issippi,  which  is  no  less  the 
cause  of  its  security  than  that  of  its  commerce 
and  wealth.    Its  rapid  stream,  aided  by  the  force 
of  steam,  can,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  concentrate 
at  once  an  irresistible  force.     Maae  strong  by 
this  noble  river,  little  remains  to  be  done  by  roads 
and  canals,  for  the  defence  of  our  Southern  fron- 
tier.   The  continuation  of  the  road  along  the 
Atlantic  coast,  from  Milledgeville  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  completion  of  the  road  which  has 
already  been  coipmenced  from  Tennessee  river 
to  the  same  place,  with  the  inland  navigation 
through  the  canal  of  Carondeiet,  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  and  the  islands  along  the  coast  of  Mobile, 
covered  against  the  operations  of  a  naval  force, 
every  facility  required  for  the  transportation  of 
munitions  of  war,  and  movement  and  concentra- 
tion of  troops,  to  protect  this  distant  %nd  import- 
ant frontier,  would  be  afforded.- 

Such  are  the  roads  and  canals  which  military 
operations  in*  time  of  war,  the  transportation  of 


the  mnnUioBs  of  war,  and  the  more  complete  de- 
fence of  the  United  States,  require. 

Many  of  the  roads  and  canals  which  have  been 
suggested,  are  no  doubt  of  the  first  importance  to 
the  commerce,  the  manufactures,  the  agriculture, 
and  political  prosperity  of  the  country ;  but  are 
not,  for  that  reason,  less  useful  or  necessary  for 
military  purposes.  It  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  great 
advantage^  of  our  country,  enjoying  so  many 
others,  that,  whether  we  re^rd  its  internal  im- 
provements in  relation  to  military,  civil,  or  polit- 
ical purposes,  rerj  nearly  the  same  system,  mall 
its  parts,  is  required.  The  road  or  canal  can 
scarcely  be  designated,  which  is  highly  useful  for 
military  operations,  whieh  is  not  equally  required 
for  the  industry  or  political  prosperitv  of  the 
community.  If  those  roads  or  canals  nad  been 
pointed  out.  which  are  necessary  for  military 
purposes  only,  the  list  would  have  been  small  in- 
deed. I  have,  therefore,  presented  all,  without 
regarding  the  fact  that»tney  might  be  employed 
for  other  uses,  which,  in  the  event  of  war,  would 
be  necessary  to  give  economy,  certainty,  and  eq^ 
cess  to  our  military  operations;  and  which,  if 
they  had  been  eompleted  before  the  late  war, 
would,  by  their  saving  in  that  single  contest,  in 
men,  money,  and  reputation,  have  more  than  in* 
demnified  the  country  for  the  expense  of  their  con- 
struction. I  have  not  prepared  an  estimate  of 
expenses,  nor  pointed  out  the  particular  routes  for 
the  roads  or  canals  recommended,  as  I  conceive 
that  this  can  be  ascertained  with  satisfaction  only 
by  able  and  skilful  engineers,  after  a  careful  sur- 
vey and  examination. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest,  as  the 
basis  of  the  system,  and  the  first  measure  in  the 
"  plan  for  the  application  of  such  means  as  are 
in  the  power  of  Congress,"  that  Congress  should 
direct  such  a  surrey  and  estimate  to  be  made, 
and  the  result  to  be  laid  before  them  as  soon  as 
practicable.  The  expense  would  be  inconsider- 
able; for,,  as  the  army  can  furnish  able  military 
and  topographical  engineers/ it  would  he  princi- 
pally confined  to  the  employment  of  one  or  more 
skilful  civil  engineers,  to  be  associated  with  them. 
By  their  combined  skill,  an  eflicient  system  of 
military  roads  and. canals  would  be  presented  in 
detail,  accompanied  with  suoh  estimates  of  ex- 
penses as  may  be  relied  on;  Thus  full  and  satis- 
factory information  would  be  had;  and  though 
some  time  mi^ht  be  lost  in  the  commencement 
of  the  system,  it  would  be  more  than  compensated 
by  its  assurea  efficiency  when  completed. 

For  the  construction  of  sthe  reads  and  canals^ 
which  Congress  may  choose  to  direct,  the  army, 
to  t^  certain  extent,  may  be  brought  in  aid  of  the 
moneyed  resources  of  the  cojintry.  The  propriety 
of  employing  the  army  on  works  of  public  utility 
cannot  be  doubted.  Labor  adds  to  its  usefulness 
and  health.  A  mere  garrison  life  is  equally  hos- 
tile to  its  vigor  and  dbeipline.  Both  officers  and 
men  become  the  subjects  of  its  deleterious  effecti. 
But  when  the  vast  extent  of  our  country  is  com* 
pared  with  the.extent  of  our  military  establish- 
ments, and  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity 
of  employing  the  soldiers  on  fortificatioAs,  bar* 
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i«eki,  ttod  roads,  eomieoted  with  reMote  froatfer 
posts,  we  ought  not  to  be  sMigiiiiie  io  the  ezp«c- 
tttioa  of  aid  to  be  derived  from  the  artty  ia  the 
coastmetioD  of  permaaeat  military  roads  atfd 
eaaalS)  at  a  distanee  froea  tbe  frontiers.  When 
ovv  military  posts  come  to  be  extended  up  the 
Mississippi  and  Missonri,  as  far  as  is  contem- 
plated, tbe  military  frontier  ef  the  United  States, 
not  inclnding  sinnositiea,  and  the  coasts  of  nairi<» 
gable  bays  and  lakes  opening  into  oar  ooaatry, 
ae  was  staled  in  a  former  report,  will  present  a 
Ljne  of  more  than  nine  thonsand  mites,  and,  in* 
clndidg  them,  of  more  than  eleven  thonsand. 
Thinly  seattered  along  so  extemive  a  frontier,  it 
will  M  iovpossfble,  I  fear,  withont  having  some 
points  exposed,  to  collect  any  considerable  bodies 
m  the  ioteriof  of  the  country)  to  eonstmet  roads 
aad  canals« 

As  eonneoced  with  this  subject.  I  wonld  respeet- 
folly  suggest  the  propriety  of  maciog  an  adequate 
provision  for  the  soldiers,  while  regolarly  and 
continaallr  employed  ia  constructing  works  of 
pnblio  niility.  The  present  allowance  is  flAeen 
cents  a  day^  wl\ieh  ie  considered  soffieient  in  oc- 
casional fatigtie  dutv,  such  as  is  now  done  at  most 
of  the  poets;  but  if  systematic  employ,  on  per- 
manent works,^  should  be  made  the  regular  duty 
of  the  soldiers  who  can  be  spared  for  that  purpose, 
a  compensation,  taking  into  the  estimate  the  obli- 
gation of  the  Government  to  provide  medical 
attendance  and  pensions  to  the  deceased  and  dis- 
abled soldiers,  not  much  short  of  tbe  wages  of 
daily  labor  ou^t  to  be  granted  to  them»  With- 
out such  provision,  which  is  dictated  by  jaetiee, 
an  increase  of  desertiov  and  difficulty  m  obtain- 
ing recruits  ought  to  be  expected.  Among  the 
leading  inducements  to  enlist  is  the  exemption 
from  labor  \  and,  if  the  life  of  a  soldier  should  be 
equally  subject  to  it  as  that  of  other  cittxeas  in 
the  same  grade-,  he  will  prefer,  if  the  wa^es  sre 
much  inferior,  to  labor  for  himself  to  laboring  for 
the  public.  The  pay  of  a  soldier  is  sixty  dollars 
per  annum ;  and  if  he  were  allowed,  when  em^ 
ployed  permanently  on  fatigue,  twenty-five  cents 
a  day,  and  suppose  htm  to  be  employed  two  hun- 
dred days  in  the  year,  his  compensation,  including 
his  pay,  would  be  $110  per  annum— a  sum,  it  is 
thought,  considerably  short  of  the  average  wages 
of  labor.  If  this  sum  should  be  allowed,  the 
greater  portioa  of  it  ought  to  be  paid  at  the  expi- 
ration Of  the  term  of  enlistment.  If  fifteen  cents 
a  daT  were  u>,  reserved,  aad  the  soldier  should  be 
employed  one  thousend  days  in  the  five  years  for 
vHuch  be  is  enlisted,  it  wooid  constitute  a  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  which  oughL  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  bounty  land,  be  mace  to  depend 
on^an  honorable  discbarge.  This  would  /nrnish 
an  important  hold  on  the  fidelity  of  the  soldier. 
and  would  be  a  powerful  check  to  the  great  and 
gTowin|f  crime  of  desertion.  An  honorable  dis- 
charge IS  now  worth  but  little  to  the  soldier,  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  desertions  are  more  fre- 
quent with  those  enlisted  siDce  the  war,  than  those 
who  were  then  enlisted,  and  are  entitled  to  the 
bounty  in  land  on  their  honorable  discharge.  The 


latter  iMtienthr  awaits  the  expfi^Hon  of  his  term 
of  service,  while  tbe  former  frequently  seizes  the 
first  favorable  opportunity  for  desertion. 

Should  Congress  think  proper  to  commence  a 
system  of  roads  and  canals Yor  the  "more  com-* 
plete  defence  of  the  United  States,'^  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
might  be  made  by  the  Department  of  War,  under 
direction  of  the  President.  Where  incorporate 
companies  are  already  formed,  or  the  road  or  canal 
commenced  under  the  superintendence  of  a  State, 
it  perhaps  would  be  advisable  to  direct  a  subwrip- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  might  be  thought  proper. 
In  other  cases,  and  where  the  army  cannot  be 
made  to  execute  it,  the  work  ought  to  done  by 
contract,  under  the  superintendence  and  inspec- 
tion of  officers  of  the  engineer  corps,  to  be  detailed 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  thus  the  Government  will 
be  able,  it  is  thought,  to  construct  upon  terms  at 
least  as  favorable  as  corporate  companies.  The 
system  of  constructing  ail  public  works,  which 
admit  of  it,  by  contract,  would  be  attended  with 
important  advantages.  It  has  recently  been  adopt- 
ed in  the  construction  of  fortifications^  and  it  is 
expected  will  be^attended  with  beneficial  results. 
The  principal  works  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans 
have  oeen  contracted  for  on  terms  considerably 
under  the  estimates  of  the  engineers.  Sttch  a 
system,  extended  to  m/litary  roads  and  canals, 
combined  with  a  careful  inspection  and  superin- 
tendence by  skilful  engineers,  will  enable  the 
Government  to  complete  them  with  economy, 
durability,  and  despatch. 

In  the  view  which  has  been  taken  I  have 
thought  it  improper,  under  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  to  discuss  toe  Constitutional  qoestion,  or 
how  far  the  system  of  internal  improvements 
which  has  been  presented  may  be  carried  into 
effect  on  the  principle  of  our  Government,;  and, 
therefore,  the  whole  of  the  arguments  which  are 
used,  and  the  measures  proposed,  must  be  con- 
sidered  as  depending  on  the  decision  of  that  ques- 
tion. 

The  only  military  roads  which  have  been  com- 
menced are  from  Plattsburg  to  Sackett's  HarboTi 
through  the  Chateaugay  country;  from  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  cross- 
ing the  Tennessee  river  near  the  Muscle  Shoals, 
to  Madison ville,  Louisiana ;  and  from  Detroit  to 
Fort  Meigs,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  the  Lakes.  Documrents  marked  A^,  C,  show 
the  progress  which  have  been  made.  These  roads 
have  been  commenced,  and  thus  fhr  completed 
by  the  labor  of  tbe  soldiers,  who,  while  they  are 
80  employed,  receive  fifteen  cents  per  day,  with 
an  extra  allowance  of  a  gill  of  whiskey.  The 
labor  of  the  troops  is  the  only  means  within  the 
reach  of  the  Department  of  completing  these 
roads ;  and,  as  the  troops  are  so  employed,  oni^ 
when  they  are  not  engaged  in  active  service,  it 
is  impossible  to  state,  with  accuracy,  when  tbe 
roads  will  be  completed. 

.       J.  O.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  HsNRT  Clay, 

Speaker  of  the  ERnm  of  Repe. 
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A. 


HBADaOAHTBRS,  BBOWKSYtLLB, 

December  6, 1818. 

Sir :  Tour  letter,  eoreriDg  a  eopy  of  one  of  the 
11th  of  August,  oalling  for  a  report  of  the  labor 
performed  on  the  road  leading  from  Sackett's 
Harbor,  through  the  Chtfteaugay  country,  is  be- 
fore me. 

My  letter  of  the  29tb  of  November  will  inform 

Jou  what  has  been  done,  but  I  fear  will  not  ex- 
ibit  the  progress  of  this  work  t&  the  extent  you 
hate  expected.  It  may,  therefore,  be  proper  to 
state,  in  this  place,  that  when  the  President,  in 
the  Autumn  of  1817,  directed  the  road  in  ques- 
tion to  be  opened  and  improved,  I  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  second  regiment  were  to  be  or- 
dered from  the  duty  tjiej  were  then  upon.  This 
regiment,  at  the  time  referred  to,  were  employed, 
enclosing  with  pickets  the  public  ground  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  and  that  duty  occupied  them 
the  remainder  of  the  season.  Expecting  the 
troops  at  the  Harbor  would  hare  been  employed 
in  completing  the  barracks  at  that  place  this 
year,  they  were  not  put  upon  the  road,  but  allowed 
to  be  engaged  in  improring  the  public  grounds 
for  gardens;  and,  as  these  grounds  were  new,  it 
required  much  labor  to  put  them  in  good  con- 
dition. 

These  causes,  and  the  reasons  assigned  in  my 
letters  from  this  place  and  PJattsbur^,  produced 
the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  putting  Colonel 
Brady's  command  upon  the  road,  and,  if  yoar 
letter  of  the  11th  of  Au|;u8t  had  not  been  receiyed 
upon  my  return  to  this  place,  I  fear  that  this 
work  would  not  yet  have  eommenced. 

I  prav  you  to  believe,  that  I  regret  the  delay, 
and  I  beg  you  to  see  good  cause  for  it  in  the 
reasons  I  nave  endeavored  to  assign. 

It  is  due  to  the  command  of  Colonel  Brady  and 
Colonel  Atkinson  to  say,  that  they  have  dis- 
covered not  only  a  becomin|p  cheerfulness  in 
obeying  the  orders  received  for  perfecting  the 
Platlslwrg  and  Saekett's  Harbor  road,  but  much 
zeal  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and,  if  these 
regiments  are  continued  upon  this  important 
work  the  next  season,  more  than  double  the 
length  of  way  will  be  completed,  that  has  been 
passed  the  last  and  the  present  year. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

JAC.  BROWN. 

Hon*  J.  C*  Calhoun, 

Seer^ary  of  War. 

B. 

HnAua'RS,  Division  op  tbs  South, 

AOJUTANT  QeNBBAL'S  OpFICB, 

NdehviUe,  S^.  19, 1818. 
Sib:  On  the  eve  of  setting  out  for  the  Chick- 
asaw Territory,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  inform  yon 
that  no  reports  have  been  received  as  yet.  of  a 
particular  character,  in  relation  to  the  military 
road  now  opening  from  Columbia,  Teiinessee,  to 
Madisonville ;  bat  I  am  enabled  to  inform  you, 
oflkially,  that  fifty  miles  have  been  completed  by 


the  troops  on  ilie  ld#ter  pan  of  (he  road,  making 
many  causeways  and  bridges  of  the  most  durable 
materials;  and  the  detachment  on  this  end  have 
progressed  about  forty  miles  south  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  malrmg  in  like  manner  many  bridges 
and  causewtTs* 

It  is  consiaered  that  the  most  laborious  pare  of 
the  road  has  been  completed;  and,  from  every 
informiftion,  it  has  been  done  in  the  best  manner* 
An  inereaae  of  men  has  been  recently  afforded 
to  the  detachnenC' south  of  Tennessee  river, 
which  enables  it  to  progress  with  moeh  greater 
faoility. 

Sboold  I  receive  minute  reports  shortly,  I  shall 
oomuiuaicate  their  contents  without  delay. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^., 

ROBERT  BUTLBR, 

AdjutaiU  GmertU. 
Hon^.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  ef  War. 

C. 

HnADafUBTBBB,  Dbvboit, 

A^oemAer  2, 1819. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the^  mili- 
tary way,  directed  to  be  opened  from  this  place 
to  the  Kapids  of  the  Miami,  has  progressed  as  far 
as  the  flight  Mile  Creek,  that  is,  within  eight 
miles  of  the  Rapids,  mBking  in  alt  a  distance  of 
seventy  miles.    The  road  is  truly  a  mitfnificent 
one,  being  eighty  feet  wide,  cleared  of  all  the 
logs  and  nnderbusb,  every  low  place  causewayed, 
and  all  the  creeks  and  rivers  requiring  it  bridged 
in  a  substantial  manner.    The  number  of  cause* 
ways  exceeds  sixty^nd  the  bridges- are  of  con- 
siderable lenffth.    The  one  on  which  the  troops 
are  noW  employed  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
in  length,  constructed  of  strong  oabframed  work. 
It  was  found  impossible  to  complete  the  road  to 
the  Rapids  this  season,  on  account  of  the  time 
and  labor  required  in  throwing"  bridges  over  the 
larger  streams :  it  was  also  deemed  more  essential 
to  complete  the  bridges,  than  cue  the  road  this 
season  to  the  Rapids,  as  the  road  would  be  use«- 
less  without  the  means  of  crossing  the  large 
streams. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  this  service  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
zeal  and  perseverance  they  have  displayed  on  this 
occasion.  The  work  they  have  performed  has 
proved  highly  beneficial,  both  to  the  people  of 
the  country  and  of  the  Government.  Besides 
greatly  adding  to  the  defence  and  strength  of  this 
frontier,  the  road  has  been  the  means  of  develop- ' 
ing  the  richness  of  the  public  lands  in  this  Terri- 
tory, and  greatly  augmenting  their  value. 

As  soon  as  Major  Anderson,  topographical  en- 
gineer, can  complete  the  survey  of  the  road,  a 
more  minute  and  particular  description  of  the 
work  will  be  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

ALBX  MACOMB. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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INDIAN  TRADE. 

Report  fnm  the  War  Department, 

DsPARTMHiiT  OP  War, 

Deumber  5, 1818. 

8ib:  Id  eomplianee  with  a  resdation  of  the 
House  of  RepreseDtAtives,  of  the  4ih  of  Apr il, 
1818,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  prepare 
aod  report,  at  their  next  session,  ^'a  system  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  abolition  of  the  existing  Indian 
trade  establishments  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
providing  for  the  opening  of  the  trade  with  the 
Indians  to  indiriduais,  under  suitable  regula- 
tions," i  hare  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report: 

The  nations  of  Indians  who  inhabit  this  por- 
tion of  our  continent  were,  on  its  first  discovery, 
in  a  stale  of  the  most  perfect  commercial  inde- 
pendence.  Their  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts 
was,  indeed,  very  limited ;  but  it  was  commen- 
surate with  their  wants  and  desires.  With  their 
rude  implements  of  husbandry,  their  hook,  and 
bow,  in  the  construction  of  which  they  were  well 
instructed,  they  drew  a  scanty,  but  for  them  a 
sufficient  supply  from  the  soil,  the  water,  and  the 
forest.  A  great  change  has  since  taken  .pUce, 
such  as  appears  to  be  mev liable,  by  a  fixed  law 
of  nature,  in  the  intercourse  between  a  civilized 
and  savage  people.  Helplessness  has  succeeded 
independence.  While  their  wants  have  been 
greatly  multipired  and  enlarged,  by  their  inter- 
course with  their  more  civilized  neighbors,  their 
knowledge  eren  of  their  former  rude  arts  has 
been  lost,  without  acquiring  .those  which  are  ne- 
cessary in  their  new  condition.  The  manufac- 
ture of  the  axe  and  the  hoe,  by  which  they  now 
clear  and  cultivate  the  soil,  and  the  gun  and  am- 
munition, by  which  they  take  their  game,  are  far 
ab€(ve  their  skilly  And  with  the  exhaustion  of  the 
present  stock,  without  a  new  supply,  they  would 
be  reduced  to  extreme  want.  On  trade,,  then, 
'  with  those  from  whom  they  can  draw  these  and 
other  supplies,  they  are  wholly  dependent.  We 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  with  those  with- 
in our  limits;  and  cut  off,  as  the  southern  xribes 
are»  by  our  acquisition  in  the  late  war,  from  in- 
tercourse, with  foreigners  on  the  side  of  the  Qulf 
of  Mexico^  we  have  the  meaiis,  by  a  pro]>er  ex- 
tension of  our  posts,  on  the  Lakes,  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Missouri,  (to  effect  which  measures  have 
already  been  taken,)  to  enforce  effectually,  with- 
out much  additional  expense,  this  important  right. 
The  period  seems,  then,  to  have  arrived,  to  give 
to  our  control  over  the  Indians,  through  an  ex- 
clusive supply  of  their  wants,  the  greatest  effi- 
ciency ;  and  to  promote  theirs  and  our  interest, 
by  a  judicious  system  of  trade,  fairly  and  justly 
directed. 

A  similar  view  of  this  branch  of  our  trade 
seems  to  have  been  taken  at  an  early  period  by 
our  Government.  It  directed  its  attention  to  this 
interesting  and  important  subject,  as  early  as  the 
year  1775,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  by 
Congress  to  devise  a  plan  for  carrying  on  trade 
with  the  Indiana.    In  the  next  year  a  very  con- 


siderable purchase  of  goods  was  directed  to  be 
made  for  the  Indian  trade ;  and  trade  with  them, 
except  under  license  or  bond,  was  strictly  pro- 
hibited. The  subject  was  frequently  acted  on 
during  the  Confederation ;  but  no  systematic  ef- 
fort was  made  to  regulate  it  till  1786,  when  an 
ordinance  was  passed,  dividing  the  Indian  depart- 
ment into  two  districts,  and  appointing  a  super- 
intendent, with  a  deputy  to  each.  It  was  made 
their  duty  to  execute  such  regulations  as  Con- 
gress might  establish  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs; 
to  correspond  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  through 
wiiom  their  communications  were  directed  to  be 
made  to  Congress  $  to  obey  the  instructions  of 
the  War  Department;  and  to  grant  license  to 
trade  with  Indians.  This  ordinance  directed  that 
no  license  should  be  granted  to  foreigners,  and 
only  to  citizens  whose  good  moral  character 
should  be  certified  by  the  Qovernor  of  a  Slate, 
under  the  seal  of  the  State,  and  that  bonds  should 
be  given  to  conform  to  established  regulations. 
Licenses  were  granted,  to  continue  in  force  for 
one  year  onlv,and  upon  the  payment  of  fifty  dol- 
lars. To  trade  without  license  incurred  a  penalty 
of  five  handred  dollars,  and  forfeiture  of  goods. 
The  superintendents  and  their  deputies  were  pro- 
hibited from  engagingin  trade. 

The  change  in  the  form  of  the  Government,  a 
few  years  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  hnd 
the  debility  into  which  public  affairs  feli^  about 
the  termination  of  the  Confederation,  prevented 
this  judicious  system  from  being  carried  into 
effect. 

Under  the  present  Constitution,  the  subject  of 
Indian  trade  attracted  the  attention  of  Congress, 
as  early  as  the  year  1790.  The  system  of  trade 
by  licenses  was  retained:  they  were  directed  to 
be  granted  for  two  years,  by  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed  by  the  President,  to  applicants  of  good 
character,  who  gave  bonds  to  conform  to  regula* 
lions;  and  trading  without  license  was  subjected 
to  a  forfeiture  of  merchandise.  The  act  contains 
no  prohibitions  to  foreigners,  and  requires  nothing 
to  be  paid  for  the  licenses.  In  the  years  1793 
and  1796,  acts  were  passed,  very  similar  in  their 
provisions  to  the  one  just  recited;  and  in  the 
year  1802,  an  act  repealing  former  acts,  and 
which  still  continues  in  force,  was  passed.  It 
inflicts  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  impris- 
onment not  exceeding  thirty  days,  in  addition  to 
the  forfeiture  of  goods,  for  trading  without  li* 
cense ;  and  directs  licenses  to  be  j^ranted  on  bond, 
with  sufficient  security  to  conform  to  law  and 
regulations,  without  making  a  good  character  or 
citizenship  a  requisite. 

By  an  act  of  1816,  the  Ust  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject, foreigners  are  prohibited  from  trading  witli 
the  Indians,  except  permitted  by  the  President, 
and  under  such  regulations  as  he  should  estab- 
lish. Instructions  have  been  given  under  this  act 
to  prohibit  foreigners  from  passing  into  the  In- 
dian country,  except  as  boatmen,  and,  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  as  interpreters. 

The  system  of  trade  by  public  factors,  now 
proposed  to  be  abolished,  commenced  in  the  year 
1796;  biit  without  superseding  the  original  mode 


2457 


APPSNDDL 


2458 


TYade  imC4  the  Indictiw. 


of  carrying  on  the  trade  hj  license.  The  Presi- 
dent was  anthorized  to  establish  trading-hoases, 
and  to  appoint  an  agent  to  each  house  to  carry 
on,  as  the  act  states,  *'  a  liberal  trade  with  the 
Indians."  The  act  appropriated  Sl^iOOO,  as  the 
capital  of  this  trade,  and  the  additional  sum  of 
$8,000  annually  for  the  payment  of  agents  and 
clerks ;  and  directed  the  trade  to  be  carried  on, 
so  as  not  to  diminish  the  eapiial.  It  was  limited 
to  two  years ;  but  was,  by  a  subsequent  act,  con- 
tinued in  force  till  1806.  A  Superintendent  of 
Indians  was  then  appointed,  and  the  capital  in- 
creased to  $260,000,  and  $13,000  were  annually 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  superintendent, 
agents,  and  clerks.  This  act  was  limited*to  three 
years ;  but  afterwards  continued  in  force  till  1811. 
The  capital  was  then  increased  to  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  with  an  annual  appropriation  of 
$19,250 for  the paymentof  superintendent,  agents, 
and  clerks.  It  was  limited  to  three  years,  but 
has  been  extended  by  subsequent  acts  to  the  first 
of  March  next. 

The  capital  at  present  is  distributed  among 
eight  trading-houses,  or  factories,  established  at 
the  following  places:  Fort  Mitchell ;  the  Chick- 
asaw Bluffs;  Fort  Confederation,  on  the  TOm- 
biebee;  Fort  Osage,  on  the  Missouri;  Prairie du 
Cbien,  on  the  Mississippi;  Sulphur  Fork,  on 
Red  river;  Qreen  Bay;  and  Chicago* 

Such  is  the  rise,  progfesv,  and  present  condi- 
tion of  our  Indian  trade.  It  was  commenced  and 
has  been  continued  from  motives  both  of  pru* 
dence  and  humanity;  and  though  it  may  not 
have  fully- realized  tne  expectations  of  its  friend.«, 
it  has  no  doubt  produced  beneficial  effects.  If 
wars  have  not  been  entirely  prevented  by  it,  they 
probably,  without  it,  would  have  been  more  fre- 
quent; and,  if  the  Indians  have  made  but  little 
advances  in  civilization,  they  probably  without 
it  would  have  made  less.  Ifgreaier  effects  have 
not  resulted,  it  is  to  be  attributed  not  to  a  want 
of  dependence  on  the  part  of  the  Indiaits  on  com- 
mercial supplies,  but  to  defects  in  the  system  it- 
self, or  in  its  administration.  Scarcely  any  at- 
tempt has  been  made  till  lately  to  exclude  for- 
eigners, and  the  granting  of  licenses  has  not  been 
sobjeet  to  those  cheeks  which  are  Accessary  to 
give  to  it  the  most  salutary  effects. 

Should  it  be  thought  unadvisable  to  continue 
the  present  trading  system  by  factories,  by  per- 
mitting the  act  to  expire,  by  its  limitation,  on  the 
first  of  March-next,  it  will  then  of  course  termi- 
nate. In  winding  up  its  concerns,  two  points  are 
to  be  regarded  :  to  sustain  as  little  loss  as  possi- 
ble, and  to  withdraw  from  the  trade  gradually,  in 
order  that  the  capital  employed  may  be  supplied 
from  other  sources.  To  effect  both  of  these  ob- 
jects, I  would  suggest,  that  so  much  of  the  act  of 
1811  as  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  super- 
intendent and  factors,  be  continued  in  force  for 
one  year;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  make 
sales,  as  heretofore,  of  the  goods  and  effects  on 
hand,  and  those  wnich  may  oe  acquired  from  the 
Indians. 

The  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade  should  also 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  exhibit  at  his  office, 


for  inspection,  an  inventory  of  the  stock  in  trade, 
with  the  property  attached  to  the  respective  fac- 
tories ;  and  he  should  be  directed  to  sell  the  same 
on  the  best  terms  offered,  provided  the  sales  can 
be  effected  at  cost  and  charges.  It  would  be 
proper  to  allow  considerable  credit  upon  approved 
bonds  and  security;  and  the  President  ought  to 
be  empowered  to  annex,  as  the  condition  of  the 
sale,  if  he  should  think  it  advisable  to  sell  the 

?^oods  to  the  Indians,  at  the  place  at  which  the 
actory  is  established,  a  provision  that  the  sales 
be  effected  within  the  period  of  one  year.  The 
factory  at  Fort  Clark,  being  established  by  a 
treaty  with  the  Great  and  Little  Osages  in  the 
year  1808,  must  be  continued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, or  sold  out,  subject  to  the  condition  of 
beiuff  continued  so  long  as  the  Indians  may  de- 
sire It.  It  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  direct 
a  new  treaty,  rescinding,  on  suitable  compensa- 
tion, the  stipulation  referred  to. 

The  establishment  would  by  these  means  ter- 
minate ffradually,  without  the  hazard  of  any 
consideraole  losses. 

To  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to  individuals, 
under  suitable  regulations,  is  a  task  of  much 
greater  difficulty.  The  vast  extent  of  the  conn* 
try  inhabited  by  the  Indians;  and  the  numbers 
and  variety  of  the  tribes,  render  it  impossible  to 
apply,  with  propriety,  any  uniform  system  to  the 
whole.  The  various  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of 
trade,  may,  however,  be  comprehended  in  two 
classess.  Those  in  oar  immediate  neighborl|Ood, 
surrounded  by  our  settlements  and  our  military 
posts,  and  who,  from  long  intercourse  with  us, 
have  become  partially  civilized ;  and  those  more 
remote,  who  still  retain  their  original  character 
and  customs.  In  the  former  are  comprehended 
the  four  southern  tribes,  the  Osages  and  the  small 
tribes,  immediately  west  of  the  Mississippi,  those 
within  the  limits  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and 
that  part  of  the  Michigan  Territory  east  of  Lake 
Michigan.  The  latter  comprehends  all  the  tribes 
without  those  limits,  I  propose  to  consider  the 
system  of  trade  b^t  calculated  for  each  division, 
beginning  with  the  former.  . 

After  giving  the  subject  that  full  consideration 
which  its  importance  merits,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1786,  with 
a' few  additions  and  modifications,  particularly 
in  the  administrative  part,  so  as  to  adjust  it  to 
our  present  form  of  Government,  are,  for  this  di- 
vision of  our  Indian  trade,  the  best  that  can  be 
devised.  The  provisions  of  the  acts  now  in  force, 
in  relation  to  licenses,  are  not  as  well  guarded  or 
as  efficient  as  those  of  the  ordinance  referred  to. 
The  introduction  of  the  factories  seems  to  have 
relaxed  the  attention  of  Government  to  the  sys- 
tem of  trade  under  license.  I  would  then  pro- 
pose to  assume  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
referred  to,  as  the  basis  of  a  system  to  open  the 
trade  with  the  contiguous  tribes  of  Indians  to 
individual  enterprise.  Instead,  however,  of  ap- 
pointing two  superintendents.  I  would  propose  a 
Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  to  be  attached 
to  the  War  Department,  with  a  salary  of  $3,000 
per  annum;  the  superintendent  to  be  ander  the 
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coDtrol  of  the  Secrecary  of  War,  «ocl  to  be  charged, 
subject  to  such  regolations  as  the  Presideot  mav 
prescribe  with  the  correspoodeoce,  superioteDa- 
ence,  ana  general  maDaj^ement  of  Indian  affairs; 
and  to  be  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  grant  licenses  to  trade  with 
the  Indians.  Licenses  to  be  granted  to  citizens  of 
good  moial  character,  and  to  continue  in  force  till 
revoked.  A  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
determined  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by 
the  President,  to  be  paid,  for  the  nrivil^e  of 
using  it,  at  the  time  or  granting  the  license,  and^ 
annually  durio^  its«ontinuance ;  and  bonds  with 
sufficiant  security  to  be  taken,  ta  conform  to  law 
and  regulationsL  Licenses  to  be  revoked  by  the 
President  whenever  he  may  judge  proper.  To 
trade  without  license  to  subject  to  a  foe  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
not  to  exceed  six  monthS}  with  a  forfeiture  of  the 

goods.  Licenses  to  be  granted  to  tmde  at  speci- 
ed  places,  to  be  selected  by  the  applicants,  and 
not  to  be  changed  without  the  consent  of  the  su- 
perintendent. All  peddling  and  sales  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors  to  be  strictly  prohibited.  Each  trad- 
ing-house, or  establishment}  to  require  a  separate 
license  \  add  books  to  be  kept  at  the  esubiishment, 
in  which  the  prices  of  the  goods  sold^  and  the 
articles  purchased,  should  be  regularly  and  fairly 
entered,  and  to  be  subject  at  ail  times  to  the  in- 
spector of  the  Indian  agent,  or  such  person  as  the 
superintendent  may  appoint. 

The  reasons  for  most  of  these  provisions  are  so 
obvious  as  to  require  no  illustration.  They  will 
ail  be  passed  over,  accordingly,  without  observa- 
tion, except  the  provision  which  requires  the 
payment  of  an  annual  sum  for  the  use  of  license, 
and  that  which  roouires  the  trading  establish- 
ment to  be  fixed.  The  former  provision  is  taken 
from  the  ordinance  of  ^786,  which  direct«i 
licenses  to  be  granted  for  dne  year  only,  and  on 
payment  of  flay  dollars  to  the  superintendent. 
Tor  the  use  of  the  United  States;  a  sum  nearly 
equal  to  that  now  proposed,  if  the  value  of  money 
at  that  time  be  taken  mto  consideration. 

But  it  will  probably  be  objected,  that  it  is  our 
interest,  and,  as  we  propose  to  monopolize  their 
tradci  ouf  duty,  too,  to  furnish  the  Indians  with 
goods  on  as  moderate  terms  as  possible;  and  that 
the  sum  to  be  paid  for  a  license,  by  acting  as  a 
duty  on  the  goods  aold  under  it,  will  tend  to  en- 
hance their  price.  In  answer  to  which,  it^nay 
be  justly  observed,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance  that  they  should  obtain  their 
supplies  for  a  few  cents  more  or  less,  as  that  the 
trade  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  putefiectn- 
ally  under  the  control  of  the  Government,  in  or- 
der that  they  may  be  protected  against  the  fraud 
and  the  violence  to  which  their  ignorance  and 
weakness  would,  without  such  protection, expose 
them.  It  is  this  very  ignorance  and  weakness 
which  render  it  necessary  for  the  Qoverament  to 
interfere ;  and  if  such  interference  is  proper  at 
all,  it  ought  to  be  rendered  effectual.  Such  will 
be  the  tendency  of  this  provision.  Its  first  and 
obvious  effects  will  be  to  diminish  more  certain- 


ly, and  with  less  injurious  effect,  than  any  other 
provision  which  can  be  devised,  the  number  of 
traders;  and  to  increase  the  amount  of  capital 
which  each  would  employ.   The  profit  of  a  small 
capital  of  n  few  hundred  dollars  would  scarcely 
pay  for  the  Hieense ;  while  that  on  a  large  one 
would  not  be.much  diminished  by  it.  Both  ef  these 
effects,  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  tradersand 
the  increase  of  the  capital,  would  add  greatly  to 
the  control  of  the  Government  over  the  trade.  It 
would  be  almost  impoasible  to  inspect  the  con- 
duct, and,  consequently,  control  the  actions  of  the 
multitude  of  traders,  with  small capilals,  diffused 
over  the  Indian  countrv,  and  settled  at  remote 
and  obl^ure  places.    The  greatest  vigilance,  on 
the  part  of  the  superintendent  and  his  agents, 
would  be  unequal  to  the  task.    By  disninishiDg 
the  number,  and  bringiuff  each  more  permaaendy 
before  the  view  of  the  Government,  a  due  inspec- 
tion and  superinteadeace  becomes  piMticabLe. 
Again:  what  control  can  the  Government  have 
over  the  conduct  of  a  trader  with  a  capital  of  a 
few  hundred  dollara  only  ?    Suppose  be  sbpuld 
violate  the  express  ioiunctions  of  law  and  r^n- 
latioM,  what  serioas  loss  would  he  sustain  bf  the 
revocation  of  his  license,  or  by  the  putting  his 
bond  in  suit?    To  him  it  would  be  nothing  to 
wind  up  his  business  and  give  his  capital  another 
direction ;  and,  as  to  U^e  bond,  in  such  distant 
and  obscure  transactioits,  he  might  pretty  safely 
calculate  on  escapiug  its  penalty.    Very  differ- 
ent would  be  the  case  with  the  trader  of  a  large 
capital.   To  revoke  his  license  would  be  a  serioas 
evil,  which  must  subject  him  to  certain  loss ;  and, 
should. he  break  the  conditions  of  his  bond,  he 
would  be  much  more  in  danger  of  feeling  iu  pen- 
alt  v.    The  control  of  the  Government  would  not 
only  be  greater  over  such  traders,  but^  what  is  of 
equal  importance,  their  influence  with  the  In- 
dians would  have  a  more  salutary  diMction.    A 
war  between  them  and  us  would,  in  all  cases^  be 
injurious,  and,  in  many  cases,  would  be  ruinous 
to  the  trader  of  a  large  capitai ;  but  not  so  with 
one  of  small  capital;  a  single  profitable  specmla- 
tion  may  be  of  more  importance  to  him  than  the 
continuance  of  peace.    From  the  elfocts  of  war 
he  can  as  easily  escape  as  from  the  revocation  of 
his  license,  or  the  penalty  of  his  bond.    Let  the 
character  of  the  former  be  what  it  may,  he  must, 
from  interest,  be  the  advocate  of  peace,  and  the 
influence  of  his  own  government;  while  the  Int* 
ter,  unless  influenced  by  virtuous  mcitiTesy  wooM 
feel  .in  either  but  little  interest. 

From  the  nature  of  the  trade,  the  more  it  can 
be  concentrated,  provided  there  is  reasonable  com- 
petition, the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Indians  nnd 
ourselves.  The  very  opposite,  it  is  true,  would 
be  the  fact,  if  they  had  the  capaci^  and  intelli- 
gence to  take  care  of  their  own  interest^  without 
our  protection;  but,  situated  as  they  are,  indefinite 
competition  would  be  no  less  injurious  to  them 
than  to  our  citizens ;  and  such  appear  to  be  their 
sentiments.  The  Chickasaws^  in  a  late  treatfj 
complained  of  the  injury  which  they  had  sus- 
tained from  pedlars  and  small  traders;  and  thej 
had  a  stipulation  inserted  agaijust  the  granting  of 
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my  liceose  trade  with  their  aatiooj  as  the  ooly 
effectual  means  which  eoggeeted  itself  to  pre- 

TCDC  it. 

The  reasons  for  fixing  the  trading  establish- 
ments are  no  less  strong.  By  rendering  them 
stationary,  and  compelling  the  proprietors  to  keep 
books,  containing  regular  entries  of  aU  their  sales 
and  purchases^  imporunt  cheeks  will  be  presented 
to  prevent  fraud  and  ezorbitajet  charj^es.  It  will 
also  strongly  tend  to  prevent  collision  between 
the  traders,  and.  consequently,  the  creation  of 
parties  among  the  Indians,  for.  or  against  parti- 
cular traders ;  a  state  of  things  unfriendly. to  their 
interest,  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  fron- 
tier. Besides^  the  trading  establishments  being 
fixed^  as  they  will  be,  in  the  most  advantageous 
positions,  each  will,  in  time,  Ueome  the  nucleus 
of  Indian  settlements,  which,  by  giving  greater 
density  and  steadiness  to  their  population,  will 
tend  to  introduce  a  division  of  real  property,  and 
thus  hasten  their,  ultimate  civilisation. 

Such  are  the  provisions  under  which  the  trade 
with  those  tribes  of  Indians  in  our  immediate 
neighborhood  may  with  safety  and  advantage  he 
opened  to  individual  enterprise.    With  a  vigUant 
administration,  it  will  produce  results  equally 
aalotary  to  the  Indians  and  ourselves.     In  fact, 
the  knowledge  of  the  uae  ef  money,  and  the  prices 
of  most  of  the.ordinary  articles  of  trade«  is  so  far 
advanced  among  them)  as  to  guard  ihem,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  against  mere  fraud  and  im- 
position ;  and,  with  the  control  which  the  Qov- 
ernment  may  exercise  over  the  trade  with  them, 
they  would  generally  receive  their  supplies  on 
(air  and  moderate  terms.    The  system  is  not  less 
calculated  to  secure  peace.    The  regular  traders, 
who  have  paid  for  the  use  of  their  licenses,  will 
be  the  most  active  to  prevent  vexatious  peddling 
and  retailing  of  .spirituous  liquors,  which  are  the 
bane  of  the  frontier.    They  will,  besides,  become 
the  most  active  promoters  of  industry,  for  the  al- 
most total  destruction  of  game  has  rendered  the 
amount  of  peltries  and  furs  of  little  value  in  this 
branch  of  Indian  trade,  and  the  capacity  of  pay- 
ing for  the  goods  purchased  fnnst,  consequently, 
in  a  great  meiuMire,  depend  on  the  product  of  the 
soil.    In  fact|  the  neighboring  uibes  are  becom- 
iia^  daily  less  warlike,  and  more  helpless  and 
dependent  on  na  through  their  numerous  wants, 
and  they  are  rendered  still  more  pacific  by  the 
fear  of  forfeiting  their  lands  and  annuities.  They 
tukve,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased  to  be  an  object 
of  tenor,  aid  have  become  that  of  commiseration. 
The  time  seems  to  have  arrived,  when  our  pol- 
io y  towards  them  should  undergo  an  important 
change.    They  neither  are  in  fact,  nor  ought  to 
be,  considered  as  independent  nations.  Our  views 
of  their,  interest,  and  not  their  own,  ought  to  gov- 
ern them.    By  a  proper  combination  of  force  and 
persuasion,  or  punishments  and  rewards,  they 
ought  to  be  brouffht  within  the  pake  of  law  and 
civilization.    Left  to  themselves,  they  will  never 
reach  that  desirable  condition.    Before  the  slow 
operation  of  reason  and  experience  can  convince 
them  of  its  superior  advantages,  thev  must  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  ntighty  torrent  or  our  popu- 


lation. Such  small  bodies,  with  savage  custaaas 
and  character,  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  per- 
mitted to  exist  in  an  independent  condition  in  the 
midst  of  civilized  society.  Our  laws  and  man- 
ners ought  to  supersede  their  present  savage 
manners  and  customs.  Beginning  with  those 
most  advanced  In  civiaation,  and  surrounded  by 
our  people,  they  ought  to  be  made  to  contratt 
their  settlements  within  reasonable  bounds,  with 
a  distinct  understanding,  that  the  United  States 
intended  to  make  do  further  acquisition  of  land 
from  them,  and  that  the  settlements  reserved  are 
intended  lor  their  permanent  home.  The  land 
ou^ht  to  be  divided  among  families,  and  the  idea 
of  individual  property  in  the  soil  carefully  incul- 
cated. Their  annuities  would  constitute  an  am- 
ple school  fund,  and  education,  comprehending  as 
well  the  common  arts  of  life,  as  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  ought  not  to  be  left  discretionary 
with  the  parents.  Those  who  might  not  choose 
to  submit,  ought  to  be  permitted  and  aided  in 
forming  new  settlements  at  a  distance  from  oars. 
When  sufficiently  advanced  in  civilization,  they 
would  be  permitted  to  participate  in  such  civil 
and  political  righu  as  the  respective  States  with- 
in whose  limiu  they  are  situated  might  safely 
extend  to  theuL  It  is  only  by  causing  our  opin-> 
ion  of  their  interest  to  prevail,  that  they  can  be 
civilized,  and  saved  from  extinction,  under  the 
present  policy  they  are  continually  decreasing 
and  degenerating,  notwithstanding  the  Gtovern- 
ment  has,  under  all  its  adounistrations,  been  ac- 
tuated by  the  most  sincere  desire  to  promote  their 
happiness  and  civilization.  The  fault  has  been, 
not  in  the  want  of  zeal,  but  in  the  mode  in  whioh 
it  has  been  attempted  to  effect  these  desirable  ob- 
jects. The  Indians  are  not  so  situated  as  to  leave 
It  to  time  and  experience  to  effect  their  civilka- 
tion.  By  selecting  prudently  the  occMion  for  the 
change,  by  estabuuiiaj;  a  few  essential  rei^nla- 
tions,  and  by  appointing  persons  to  administer 
them  fairly  and  honestlyi  our  efforts  could  seaioely 
fail  of  success.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  feared  that 
the  power  would  be  abused  on  our  part,  for,  in 
addition  to  the  dictates  of  benevolence,  we  have  a 
strong  interest  in  theif  civilization.  The  enmitf 
even  of  the  frontier  settlers  towards  them,  iaaansed 
principally  by  the  imperfections  of  the  present 
system;  and,  under  the  one  which  I  havesiw|[eBt- 
ed,  it  will  greatly  abate  if  not  entirely  subnde* 
The  natucaihumanlty  and  generosity  of  the  Anae- 
rican  character  would  no  longer  be  weakened  by 
the  disorders  and  savage  cruelty  to  which  our 
frontiers  are  now  exposed.  A  deep  conviction  ef 
the  importance  of  the  sul^iect,  and  a  strong  desire 
to  arrest  the  current  of  events  which,  if  permitted 
to  fiow  in  their  present  channel,  must  end  in  the 
annihilation  of  those  who  were  once  the  proprie- 
tors of  this  prosperous  country,  mast  be  my  apol- 
ogy for  this  digression. 

It  remains  to  consider  in  what  manner  our 
trade  can  be  most  successfully  prosecuted  with 
the  numerous  Indian  tribes  who  occupy  the  vast 
region  extending  west  to  the  Pacific  Osean.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  system  proposed  for  the  par- 
tially civiliaed  trib^  bordering  on  our  settle*. 
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mtnts,  woald  prove  altogether  inadeqaate  to  this 
branch  of  oar  ladiaa  trade.  It  will  reqaire  a 
tyslem  of  far  more  energy  to  effect  the  great  ob- 
jects which  ouffht  to  be  pursaed  througn  it.  To 
establish  a  decided  control  over  the  nnmeroas  and 
savage  tribes  within  these  vast  limits,  and  to  give 
to  oar  trade  with  them  its  utmost  extension,  are 
deemed  to  be  objects  of  great  national  impor- 
tance. It  is  believed,  that  within  our  limits, 
alonff  the  range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  oaite  to 
the  Mexican  frontier,  is  the  best  reffion  for  fars 
and  peltries  on  this  continent.  With  proper 
efforts  the  whole  of  this  valuable  trade,  extend inff 
quite  across  to  the  great  Western  Ocean,  woatd, 
in  a  few  years,  be  exclusively  in  oar  possession. 
To  produce  these  desirable  results,  foreign  adven- 
turers, whose  influence  must  at  all  tiroes  be  hos- 
tile to  our  interests,  and  dangerous  to  our  peace, 
must  be  excluded.  With  this  view,  and  to  pro- 
tect our  own  trade,  means  have  been  taken  to 
extend  oar  military  posts  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri.  Whatever  character  our  trade  in  that 
quarter  may.  assume,  the  extension  of  our  posts, 
as  contemplated,  will  be  indis|>ensabte  to  its  en- 
larged and  successful  prosecution ;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  with  all  the  advantages  which  they 
will  afford,  unless  the  trade  be  properly  and  em- 
cieatly  organized,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  com- 
pete^ with  entire  success,  with  the  British  com- 
panies on  the  North,  nor  to  acquire  that  decided 
control  over  the  Indians,  which  is  indispensable 
to  its  complete  suoceas. 

In  order  to  have  just  Ideas  on  this  subjeer,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  into  consideration  not  only  the 
vast  extent  and  remoteness  of  th«  region,  over 
which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  our  traoe,  but  the 
character  or  the  numerous  tribes  who  inhabit  it. 
They  are  all  more  or  le*  migratory;  in  the 
Summer  movinc  towards  the  North,  and  in  the 
Winter  to  the  South,  in  pursuit  of  the  boflBilo, 
and  other  game.  They  are  thus,  in  the  Sum- 
mer, brought  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  British 
establishment  to  the  north  of  our  limits,  where, 
notwithstanding  our  military  posts  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  our'  position,  much  of  the  trade  and 
influence  over  these  fierce  aud  warlike  tribes  will 
centre,  unless  our  means  of  cltrryiog  it  on  should 
be  as  well  organized  and  efficient  as  theirs.  The 
difficulty,  though  of  an  opposite  kind,  is  no  less 
considerable  on  the  Southern  frontier  of  this  por- 
tion of  our  country.  The  line  Hietween  us  and 
the  Spanish  possessions  in  Mexico,  is,  in  its 
whole  extent,  a  subject  of  discussion ;  and,  even 
should  it  be  adjusted,  will  probably,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  be  without  natural  and  visible 
boundaries.  To  a  trade  thus  situated,  extending 
oyer  so  vast  a  region,  inhabited  by  numerous 
tribes  not  less  warlike  than  savage,  with  the  com- 
petition of  powerful  and  long  e^tanlished  compa- 
nies on  one  side,  and  danger  of  collision  on  the 
other,  the  unorganized  efforts  of  individuals, 
always  with  jarring,  and  frequently  with  oppos- 
ing interests,  appear  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to 
its  successful,  or  safe  prosecution.  The  rivalry 
of  trade,  which,  in  well  regulated  communities, 
gives  the  greatest  prosperity  to  commerce,  would, 


in  these  distant  regions,  beyond  the  control  of 
law,  or  superior  authority,  among  fierce  and  igno- 
rant savaffes,  lead  to  the  most  fatal  consequeoces. 
Each  trader,  or  association  of  traders,  would  en- 
deavor to  monopolize  the  trade  within  certain 
limits,  and  would  exert  their  cunning  and  ioflu- 
ence  to  render  the  savages  their  partisans,  sod 
the  enemies  of  their  rivals  in  trade.  Among  a 
people  at  once  so  fierce  and  so  easily  duped,  the 
result  may  be  readily  anticipated.  A  state  of 
disorder  and  violence  would  universally  prevail, 
equally  unfortunate  to  the  Indians  and  ourselves; 
and  which  would  strongly  tend  (o  turn  the  trsde, 
and  with  it  the  influence  over  the  Indisns,  to  the 
well-organized  foreign  for  companies  near  onr 
limits. 

If  these  observations  are  correct;  if  the  un- 
eombined  efforts  of  individuals  are  inadequate  to 
a  successful  competition  with  the  British  for 
companies ;  if  they  will  endauffer  our  peace  with 
our  Southern  neighbors,  and  lead  to  fierce  and 
dangerous  rivalry  among  themselves,  it  only  re- 
mains to  consider,  whether  a  mode  can  be  de- 
vised of  carrying  on  this  branch  of  our  Indian 
trade,  which  wiU  obviate  these  evils,  and  accom- 
plish the  desirable  objects  of  giving  the  greatest 
extension  to  it,  accompanied  with  the  most  effi- 
cient control  over  the  Indians  themselves. 

The  united  influence  and  combined  efforts  of 
the  fur  companies  referred  to,  can  be  met  success- 
fully, it  is  believed,  only  by  an  equal  concentra- 
tion of  influence,  and  efforts  on  our  part;   the 
jealous  rivalry  of  independent  traders,  with  its 
fatal  consequences,  can  be  obviated  only  by  re- 
moving the  diversity  of  interest  by  which  it  would 
be  excited,  and  the  danger  of  collision,  on  our 
southern  limits,  by  subjecting  the  trade  completely 
to  the  will  and  control  of  the  Government.    The 
mode,  then,  which  I  would  propose,  would  be  to 
vest  the  trade  in  a  company  with  sufficient  capi- 
tal; to  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each;  and  to  be  limited  to  the  term  of 
twenty  years;  to  pay  an  annual  tax  on  its  sub- 
scribed capital,  for  the  privilege  of  exclusive 
trade,  and  to  be  subject,  in  like  manner,  as  private 
traders,  to  such  rum  and  regulations  as  mav  be 

Krescribed.  It  is  thus  that  most  of  the  evils  to 
e  apprehended  by  leaving  the  trade  open  to  the 
competition  ci  private  adventurers  would,  it  in 
believed,  be  avoided.  The  efforts  of  the  com* 
pany,  undisturbed  by  rival  interests,  would  be 
directed  to  establish  its  control  over  the  variooa 
tribes  of  Indians^to  exclude  foreign  adventurers, 
and  to  give  the  greatest  degree  of  profit  to  its 
trade.  The  success  of  such  a  company,  properly 
conducted,  scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt.  Our  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  this  trade;  the  facility  wKieh 
the.  navigation  of  our  great  and  numerous  riwers 
in  that  quarter  would  afford;  and  the  protection 
from  our  military  ])osts,  would  speedily  destroy 
all  foreign  competition,  and  would,  in  a  few 
years,  push  our  trade  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The 
most  profitable  fur  and  peltrv  trade  in  the  world 
would  be  ours,  aooompaoied  with  a  decided  in* 

Ifluenee  over  the  numerous  and  warlike  tribes  in* 
habiting  those  extensive  regions.    The  mere  ob- 
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JeetioD  that  it  iroulil  create  a  monopoly  ought 
not  to  outweigh  ao  maay  adfaDtages*    The  trade 
with  the  Indiana  has  never  been  opened  withoat 
restrictions  to  oat  eitizens.    Lioenset  frcnn  the 
QoverDment  have  at  all  times  been  reqaired,  and 
the  GoTernment  has  itself,  through  its  factories, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  monopolized  the  trmlrj 
and,  by  an  extension  of  its  capital  only,  migtu 
engross  the  whole  of  it.    All  of  these  provistooe, 
however  necessary  in  the  Indian  trade,  would  be 
absurd  in  any  other  branch  of  our  commerce. 
Besides,,  the  profit  of  the  trade  with  the  Indians 
has,  at  all  times,  been  confined  to  a  few  individu- 
als; and  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  greater  ppr- 
tion  of  the  community  would  participate  in  it 
by  earryiog  it  on  in  the  manner  pf«poM4,  than 
in  any  other  mode.    lo^faet,  absurd  ms  commer- 
cial 'monopoly  would  be,  where  iw  aad  anihpnty 
exist  to  repress  the  mischiefooa:  effects,  which 
might  spring  from  unbounded  rttoiry,  and  to> 
j;ive  to  such  riralry  salutary  eonsequeilces }  just 
in  the  same  degree,  wouki-  it  be  wise  and  advan- 
tageous to  carry  on  the  trade  und^r  considefation 
by  an  incorporated  company.    A  nation  discovers 
its  wisdom  no  less  in  departing  from  general 
maxima,  where  it  is  no  loDg^r  wise  to  adbere  to 
them,  than  in  an  adherence  to  them  in  ordinary 
circumstances.    In  fact,  it  eviaoMagseaiereffidrt 
of  reason.    The  fknt-  advance  of  a  nation  is 
marked  by  the  eetabliahmem  of  daxims,  which 
are  deemed  universal,-  but  which  further  experi- 
ence and  reflection  teach  to  be  only  general, 
admitting  of  occasional  modifications  and  excep- 
tions. 

Should  the  House,  however,  not  adopt  these 
views,  but  prefer  to.  open  the  trade  to  the  enter- 
prise of  single  individuals,  or  such  assoeiations  as 
might  be  formed  for  the  purpose,  I  would  suggest 
the  provisions  already  proposed  for  the. trade; with 


the  neighboriag  tribes  of  Indiaof^  a»  the  naost 
advisable^  with  the  exception  of  tbe  p^vieions} 
which  require  the  trader  to  be  located,  and  that 
regular  books  of  sales  and  purchaaes  ahodd  be> 
kfe^.  In  lieu  of  which  provisions,  I  wKwld  pro- 
pose that  the  goods  intended  for  this  branch  of 
Indiafi  trade,  and  the  articles  acquired  by  pur^ 
chase  from  the  Indians,  should  be  entered  under 
oath,  the  former  with  a  copy  of  the  invoice,  and 
the  latter,  with  a  st^Uement  of  prices,  with  the 
Indian  affent  at  Mackinaw,  St.  Louis,  Belle  Point 
on  the  Arkansas  river,  or  Natchitoches,  on  Red 
river;  or  such  other  places  as  the  President  may 
designate. 

l%e  entry  can  be  made  without  much  incon- 
venience to  the  trader,  as  the  geograpjliy  of  the 
country  is  such  as  to  make-  ii  necessary  for  the 
trade  to  pass  by  one  or  the  other  of  thho  poiote 
proposedi  at  each  of  whkb  there  is  nowao  aaent. 

It  is.  believed  that  iheae  provisions  would  Se  as 
effiMtoal  as  any  that  can  be  devised,  abort  of  a 
company  incorporated  for. the  purpose;  but  it  is 
psopev  to  observe,  that  they  are  open  to^o  ob* 

Jeotiona  w^ich  have  aiready  been  statwL    In 
act:  they  equally  apply  to  any  systetn,  se  long 
as  the  trade  is  exposed  to  the  efi*ecis  wbicfa  must 
flow  from  the  jealous  rivalry  of  independent 
taailersj  where  law  and  anihority  eanaotstepisx 
to  restrain  its  consequences  within  proper  bounds. 
The  Indians  themselves  are  not  proper  judges -of- 
their  own  inieresls^  and  so  far  from*  resiraieing' 
the  effects  of  such  rivalry,  they  would  become - 
the  instruments  of  the  most  cunning  and  vicious 
of  the  traders,  to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  such  ^ 
as  might  stand  in  the  way  of  their  profits. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
The  Hon.  &£Nbt  Clii^ 

jSJp^er  of  the  aau$e  4tJ 


SINKING   FUND. 


[QtemuMoalad  to  theaeMaon  Vehraaiy  6»  l^ltl,] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond  respectfully  report  to  Congress:  That  the  measures, 
which  hay«  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report  oftbe  7th  of  ^broary,  1918,' 
so  far  as.  the  same  have  been  completed^  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfea-? 
sory  to  this  board,  dated  the  4th  day  of  the  present  mt>dth,and  in  the  statements  therem  referred  t9j> 
wbiahrAre  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

DANIEL  a  TOMPKINS.  Vice.  PremdmU  qf  the  Umied  SMetL . 
JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS,  iSsmtery  ofSttde. 
WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD,  Secrdary  of  the  Treaewry. 
MTILU AM.  WliiT,  AU^tmy  Geimtal  efihe  VmtetL  Stak^ 
LsmtOTOji,  February  5, 1819. 


The  SacBBTART  of  tub  TsEASiniT  respectfully  reports  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Slaking 
Fund: 

That  the  balance  of  monayft jidvtneed  on  aeeonnt  of  the  pnblie  debt,  remaining  unexpended 
at  the  doee  ef  the  ^esr.  1616»  end  applicable  to  the  payments  falling  due  after  that  year, 
which  bakttce,  as  appears  by  statenMOt  B*  annesed  to  the  last  annual  veport»  amounted  lo      9AS0,ii6  80 

And  the  sums  disbursed  from  the  Treepuiy  dosing  the  year  I817»  oa  account  of  the  principal 
and  intersst  of  the  public  debt,  whieh>aM%  aoraf  pears  Iqr  statement  C,  an^Mxed  to  ike 
said  rsporlf  amounted  to S6,888|e00  9% 
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Together  with  the  gein  on  remUtancee  to  Etirope  during  the  year  1817,  ae  appeen  hj 
■tatements  D  and  D  d,  thereunto  alao  annexed,  amounted,  ae  per  itatement  D,  to  $1,379 
80,  and  D  d,  to  $8,182  79------..  $3,612  69 

Together  with  a  further  sum,  arising  from  damagea  and  interest  on  a  protested  bill  of  exchange, 
being  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  said  bill  at  par,  and  the  amount  reoeiYOd  into 
the  Treasury  in  repayment  thereof  •  -  -  -  --  .  416  00 

And  with  a  further  sum,  arising  from  interest  on  Treasury  notes,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
late  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  Massachusetts,  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  which  interest 
accrued  thereon  previously  to  their  being  demanded  by  the  atockholders,  as  per  Treasury 
report  No.  34,967  .........  6,042  12 

Amounting  together,  to  -  •  -  ^  -  -  -  $26,413,068  43 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  vb: 

1.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1817,  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  moneys  heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  appears  by  statement  E,  annexed  to  the 
reportoflastyear,  thesum  of  -  -  •  -  -     $460,664  86 

There  wasfalso  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  on  aocoant  of  the  intereet  arising  on 
Treasury  notes,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Commiesioner  of  Loans  for 
Massacliusetts,  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  but  remaining  unapplied,  as 
appears  by  Treasury  settlement  No.  36,606^  the  enm  of  -,  -  •  6,846  88 

$466,410  18 

2*  The  sums  actually  applied  during  the  year  1817  to  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered 
to  this  Department,  amounted,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  A,  to 
the  ium  of  -  -    ,       -  ...  .  -  26,639,716  76 

Im  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  old  6  per  eant  and  daforred 

stoeks         -  .  « $1,699,430  66 

In  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt  .....  14,961,642  28 

In  the  reimbursement  of  temporary  loans         •  .  •  .  •      650,000  00 

Payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes     -  -  •  -  -   3,067,234  00 

20,268,506  94 
On  account  of  the  interest  and  charges  of  the  same     ....    6,381,20981 

26,639,716  76 
As  the  Ainds  in  the  banks,  out  of  which  a  part  of  the  interest  arising  on  the 
funded  debt  was  paid,  were  not  covered  by  warrants  until  after  the  Slst 
December,  1817,  the  amount  short  provided,  as  appears  by  the  anneied 
statement  B,  forms  a  deduction  of  •  •  •  .  .       698,068  46 

26,946,668  30 

$26,418,068  48 

That,  during  the  year  1818,  the  following  disburseaients  were  made  9Ui  of  the  Treasoiy  ott 

account  of  the  plrindpal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt : 
On  account  of  the  intereet  on  the  funded  domestic  debt  and  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of 

the  old  6  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks      -           -            -           -            -            -           -  $7,366,061  38 

On  acoonnt  ol  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes     ^      ,      -            -            -           -  9,148,237  40 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stodc  ......  4,760,698  12 

On  aocoant  pf  the  interest  on  the  same  payable  in  Europe      .....  67,226  60 

On  account  of  the  purchase  of  thO  domestic  debt         ......  274,867  92 

On  account  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt         ......  792  86 

Amounting  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  list  of  warrants  marked  C,  to  the  sum  of  $21,696,783  68 

"Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  vis : 

1.  From  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1818, 
agreeably  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  passed  the  3d  March,  1817        ...  -$16,000,00000 

Deduct  amount  paid  in  anticipation  of  1817,  as  per  last  report  -  -    2,630,108  62 

7,169,691  48 
And  so  much  of  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury,  appropriated  agreeably 
to  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  act,  and  includes  so  much  aetually  applied 
of  the  sum  of  $1,030,606  97,  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report  •  •    4,978,177  16- 

— ~— — — -  #n,148,068  64 
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^  From  repaymaotg  into  the  Treaiary  on  accoantof  moneys  heretofore  adTsneed  for  the  pur- 
chase of  bills  of  ezehaxiflfe,  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  funded 
debt,  and  of  Treasury  notes  -  -  -  -  -  -  -'-      9^00,477  64 

3.  From  the  approprtations  in  relation  to  Treasury  notes,  being  the  amount  of  payments  on 

account  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  as  per  statement  C,  abore  recited  -  -      9,148,337  40 

Making  the  amount  paid  upon  warrants,  as  before  stated        -  •  -  •  -  ^1,A96,783  68 

Have  been  accounted  for,  as  far  as  respects  the  redemption  of  the  funded  debt^  under  the  act 
passed  the  3d  March,  1817,  and  as  exhibited  in  statement  I,  aanexed*  and  which  is  ren- 
dered as  a  part  of  this  report         ........         415,993  87 

The  residuary  balance  of      -  -  -  ...    31,180,789  81 

$31,596,783  68 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the,  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  the  accounts  which  shall  haTe  been  ren- 
dered to  this  Department. 
In  the  meantime,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  balance  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows : 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  deficiencies-of  the  provisions,  at 

the  end  of  the  year  1817,  as  above  suted,  the  sum  of       -  -  •  -  -       $693,058  45 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  old  and  deferred  6  per  cent,  stocks  in  1818  •  $1,191,805  43 

Towards  the  redemption  of  the  Loubiana  6  per  cent,  stock,  (a)  -  -    4,760,598  18 

In  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes       ....    8,486,769  00 
In  payment  of  certain  parts  of  domestic  debt    -  -  -  -  •  798  86 

I 

14,369,964  90 
In  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt  and  Treasury  notes,  as  per  es- 
timate F 5,996,860  93 

80,366,385  83 

In  the  next  annual  statement  the  repayment  in  1818  will  be  exhibited  as  a  de- 
duction from  the  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  public  debt  for  the 
year,  and  of  wliich  they  form  a  part,  to  the  amount  of      -  -  -       390,477  64 

And  there  is  estimated,  as  remaining  unapplied  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  in 
Europe,  and  in  protested  bills,  on  the  1st  January,  1810,  as  per  estimate 
G,  the  sum  of        -------  -      840,840  81 

80,907,644  88 
From  which  deduct  so  much  included,  as  above  stated,  for  the  payment  of 

?rincipal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  not  covered  by  warrants  on  the 
'reasurer,  viz : 
For  so  much,  being  Louisiana  st^ck  purchased  by  the  agents  in 

London,  more  than  the  amount  remitted  for  that  object       -  $110,498  63 
For  so  muclk,  being  the  estimated  amount  of  warrants  short 
issued  to  the  banks,  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  to  31st 

December,  1818 71,711  89 

And  this  sum,  short  provided,  on  account  of  unclaimed  divi- 
dends, payable,  but  not  demanded  at  the  Treasury  -     887,703  00       419,918  98 

^  80,487,731  36 

•  $81,180,769  81 

(a)  Amount  of  Louisiana  stock  originally  issued  ......    11,850,00000 


>*Mi^i 


_  ^ 

Whereof  there  was  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  prior 

to  the  81st  October,  1818  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    1,894,100  00 

One  moiety  of  the  residue  ($9,955|900)  directed  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  to  be  paid  on  the  81st  Octo^ber,  1818, 
amounted  to  -  -  -  -  -$4,977,950  00 

Whereof  there  has  been  applied  for  and  paid  as  above    -  -  4,750,598  18 

Leavingtobe  applied  for  ....     887,35188 

4,977,950  00 

Residue  to  be  provided  for 4,977,950  00 

$11,850^000  00 
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The  lUtement  G,  wevwfWfvm  ^lu*  nport^  exhibito  a  foni  provided  Abroftd*  to  be  mlied  to 
tike  payment  of  tho  mtnreet  o&  the  I«oaiflia|ia  6  per  ceak.  itock  at  liondon  and  Amater^ 


daoif  to  the  amount  of 
amount  of  protested  bil 
par  liat  herewith  included  in  statement: 


The  amount  of  protested  bills  retomed  fi>pr  non^pajmant,  and  vhioh  Tfmain  to  be  coYored,  as 

itO  ...... 


103,837  74 
9340,840  81 


That  funds  remain  anespended  for  the  r^denptien  of  ootsCaAdiiw  Treatary  Dotea* 

That,  in  compliance  with  the  sixth  ^eetion  of  the  act  of  tha  3d  March,  1817,  for  the  redemption 

of  the  public  debt,  certificates  of  the  public  debt,  which,  bf  payment  or  purchase,  hare  beeogie  the 

property  of  the  United  States,  are  regularly  cancelled. 
A  statement  marked  H  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  amouBt  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States 

on  the  1st  January, ^819.        All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Secretaaj  of  the  Treamtry. 


k  • 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGBJESSj 


PASSED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OPiTHB  FIFTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE   CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MQNDAT,  NOVEMBER  16,  1818. 


An  Aot  to  pioHde  for  iho  nmoral  of  ttie  Libruj  of 
CongioM  to  tko  north  wing  of  tke  CapitoL 

Bt  it  enacts  6y  Urn  Smaie  and  Ehme  of  Rb^- 
r$0entatw69  ^iht  VhUed  auoeti/  America^  m 
tllmgf€99  ai$emhledf  Tliattbejoiot  Library  Ckim- 
mittee  of  Gongrew  bo,  and  thejr  are  hereby,  aa- 
thorlsed  to  eailse  suitable  apartmenu  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  to  be  fitted  up  and  furnighed 
for  the  temporary  reception  of  the  Library  df 
C^ofigiVfs,  and  to  cause  the  said  Library  to  be 
removed  to  and  placed  in  the  same. 

Smo.  8.  And  U  UJuHher  enacted,  That  the 
aceovatiDg  ofteers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
•re  liereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the 
•ee^uats  of  the  ^fxpendimres  which  may  be  inew- 
red  under  tbis  act  $  and  that  the  amount,  so  set- 
lied,  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tfeasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated* 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
kerehf.  iipprdpriated  to  the  futrbsr  ^t^cfhase  of 
^%tf6kslotr  the  skid  Library. 

Approved,  December  3, 1818. 

An  Act  to  incresse  the  number  of  Clerks  in  the  de- 
partment of  War. 

Be  it  enacted,  if  c^  That  the  Secfeiary  of  the 
Department  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author-^ 
izea  and  empowered  to  employ  an  additional 
number  of  clerks  in  his  Department,  not  exceed- 
ing twelve;  and  that  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dcdlars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  their  compensation ;  to  be  paid  out  of  auy 
money  in  the  Treasurer  not  otherwise , appropri- 
ated. Tbis  act  to  continue  in  force  for  one  year, 
and  no  longer. 

Approvedi  December  S,  1818. 

An  Act  makittg  apmrtial  appropriation  for  the  mifitary 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  andtofhake  good  a 
deieit  in  the  apptopriation  for  holding  treaties  with 
thelwfianB. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appropriated  to  the  objects 
herein  specified,  to  wit : 

For  subsistence  of  the  Atmy  of  the  United 
-  States,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  be- 
ing a  deficit  in  the  appropriations  for  that  object 


in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  huudred  and  eigh- 
teen, nfty  thousand  dollars. 

Sic.  2.  And  he  it  further  enac/ed,  That  the  said 
sums  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  Decemoer  16, 1818. 


An  Aet  coneerning  the  Western  District  Court  of 

FennsyWania. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  no  suit,  action,  piea, 
process,  or  proceeding,  at  law  or  in  equity, which, 
oh  the  twentieth  day  of  April  last,  was  depend- 
ing and  undetermined  in  the  district  or  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Peofn- 
sylvania,  and  by  law  directed  to  be  removed  to 
'the  distHct  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvaoia,  shall  be  discon- 
tinued or  abated  oa  account  of  the^said  cdurt  not 
having  been  opened  or  holden  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  last,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  last;  but 
that  all  such  suits,  aetious,  pteas,  process,  lihd 
proceediugs,  both  at  law  and  in  ^uity,  shall 
oe  deemed,  taken,  and,  to  all  inteiits  and  pur- 
poses, be  held  to  be  depeordtng  in  the  said  district 
court  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvsnia,  as 
folly  and.e£foctoally  as  if  the  vaid  court  had  been 
opened  and  holden  tin  the  said 'first  Monday  of 
June  last. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
shid  court  be,  and  is  h^eby,  authorized  and  em- 
powered, from  time  to  time,  to  make  all  such 
rules  and  orders  touching  such  suits,  actions, 
pleas,  process,  and  proceedings,,  at  law  and  in 
equity,  as  they  might  or  could  have  done,  if  said 
court  had  been  opened  or  holden  on  the  said  first 
Monday  of  June. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
suits,  actions,  pleas,  process,  and  proceedings 
aforesaid,  which  may  be  hereafter  certified  and 
transferred  from  the  district  or  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  shall,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes^  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
dependinig  in  the  said  court  on  the  said  first  Mon- 
day of  June  last,  and  the  same  proceedings  may 
be  had  therein  as  if  the  same  had  been  on  that 
day  entered  in  the  said  court  agreeably  to  the  act 
of  Congress  aforesaid. 

Approved,  December  16^  1818. 
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An  Act  to  establiih  a  Jodidal  Bwtrict  in  Virginifty 
weit  of  the  AUeghtny  Mountain. 

Be  it  enaciedf  ^c^  That  so  much  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  as  is  situate  west  of  the  summit  of 
the  mountains  which  separate  the  waters  empty- 
ing into  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  Roanoke  river 
from  the  waters  which  fall  into  the  Ohio  river, 
shall  be  one  judicial  district;  and  there  shall  be 
a  district  court  therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge, 
who  shall  reside  in  the  said  district,  and  be  called 
a  district  judffe,  and  annually  hold  six  sessions, 
as  follows:  At  Clarksburg  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
days of  March  and  September;  at  Lewisburg, 
on  the  second  Mondays  of  April  and  October; 
and  at  Wythe  Courthouse,  on  the  first  Mondaiys 
of  May  and  November. 

Seo.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  court  shall,  besides  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  a  district  court,  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes, 
except  of  appeals  and  writs  of  error,  cognizable 
by  law  in  a  circuit  court,>  and  shall  proceed 
therein  in  the  ^me  manner  as  a  circuit  court; 
and  writs  of  error  shall  be  from  deciaions  therein 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  same  manner  as 
from  circuit  courra. 

Sao.  3l  And  be  Ufwriher  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  a  clerk  appointed  for  the  said  court;  and 
that  a  district  attornejr  and  n^arshal  be  appointed 
for  the  said  district,  in  like  manner  as  in  other 
judicial  districts. 

Sac.  4s  Axid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
aball  bo  allowed  to  the  said  judge  of  the  said  dis* 
triet  court,  the  yearlv  compensation  of  one  thou* 
sand  six  hundred  dollars,  to  commence  from  the 
date  of  his  appointment;  that  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  said  district  attorney,  the  yearly 
compensation  of  two  hundred .  dollars^  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  his  appointment ;  and 
there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  marshal  the 
yearly  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  commence 
from  the  date  of  his  appointment;  to  be  paid 
quarterly  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  4, 1819. 


An  Act  to  antharize  the  payment,  in  certain  cases,  on 
account  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  have  been  lost 
or  destroyed. 

Be  it  enacted^  <fc.,  That,  whenever  proof  shall 
be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  any 
Treasury  note,  issued  under  the  authority  of  any 
act  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Secretary,  upon  receiving  bond,  with  sufficient 
security  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against 
any  other  claim  on  account  of  the  Treasury  note 
alleged  to  be  so  lost  or  destroyed,  to  pay  the 
amount  due  on  such  note,  to  the  person  who  had 
lost  it,  or  in  whose  possession  it  has  been  de- 
stroyed. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever proof  shall  be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  loss  or 
destruction  of  anv  certificate  of  Mississippi  stock, 
it  shall  be  lawful  to  i^sue,  to  the  person  who  had 
lost  it,  or  in  whose  possession  it  was  destroyed, 


a  new  certificate  of  the  same  value  with  the  ne 
lost  or  destroyed ;  the  person  claiming  sach  le- 
newal  complying  with  the  rules  and  regulaiioas 
at  present  established  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, for  the  renewal  of  certificates  of  stock  lost 
or  destroyed. 
Approved,  February  4,  1819. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  distribution  of  a  earn  of  money 
among  the  representatiYeB  of  Commodora  £dwud 
Preble,  and  the  oificen  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  two  thoa- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated;  which  sum  shall  be  distribiited  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  prize  money,  amoog^ 
the  representatives  of  Commodore  Edward  Preb/e, 
deceased,  ahd  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  the  ofll- 
eers  and  crew  of  the  brig-of-war  Syren,  or  to  the 
representatives  of  such  as  may  be  dead,  on  accouni 
of  their  proportion  of  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  the  appraised  value  of  the  brig  Trana- 
fer,  captured  by  the  said  brig  Syren,  for  a  breach 
of  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Tripoli,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  four,  during  the  war  car- 
ried on  by  the  United  States  against  that  Power; 
the  said  brig  Transfer  having  been  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  by  Commodore  Ed- 
ward  Preble,  commander  of  i/ie  hiuekadiogaqaad- 
ron ;  which  bi'ig  was  regniariy  condemned,  aa  a 
good  prize,  by  sentence  of  a  court  ofmdminhy. 
Approved,  February  4, 1819. 


An  Act  making  a|^ropriations  ka  themiUkaxy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ttghleen  hnadnd 
and  nineteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sums 
ba,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appro- 
priated : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Siatea, 
one  million  of  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  already  appropriated,  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  thousanif  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars. 

For  forage  for  officers,  twenty-six  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 

For  eiothing,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  sixty-two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  fire  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  arising  from  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  quartermaster's  department, 
during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen, 
tweniy-aix  thousand  dollars. 

For  extra  oay  to  non-commissioned  oflicers  and 
soldiers  employed  in  the  construction  and  repairs 
of  military  roads,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  army,  sixty  ihousaad 
dollars. 

For  arrearages  arising  from  a  deficiency  in  the 
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appropriation  to  pajr  ontstandiDg  claims,  one  ban- 
dred  and  twenty-siz' thoutand  two  handred  and 
seven  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  fire  hundred  tbousaad  dol* 
lars. 

For  makiag  a  surrey  of  the  water-courses  tribu- 
tary to,  and  west  of,  the  Mississippi ;  also  those 
tributary  to  the  same  river,  and  northwest  of  the 
Ohio;  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, one  hundred  thousand  dollare. 

For  the  armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper's 
Ferry,  three  hundred  and  seventy-fire  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  erection  and  completion  of  arsenals,  to 
wit:  for  completing  the  arsenal  at  Augusta,  in 
Qeorgia,  fifty  thousaoii  dollars;  for  erecting  a 
powder  magazine  at  Frankford,  near  Philadel- 
phia, fifteen  thousand  dollars;  for  completing  the 
arsenal  and  other  works  at  Wateriown,  near  Bos- 
ton, twenty  thousand  dollars;  for  completing  ibe 
arsenal  and  other  works  at  Pittsburg,  PeoosyU 
vania,  fire  thousand  dollars:  for  a  leree  round 
the  arsenal  at  Waterriiet,  N^w  York,  six  thou- 
sand dollars ;  for  building  a  powder  magazine  at 
Baton  Rouge,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  cannonj  powder,  and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing 
contracts,  for  mounting  caunoo,  and  for  purchase 
of  lead,  one  hundred  and  ninety-oue  thoi^saod 
two  hundred  dollars.  «    ^ 

To  proride  for  the  payment  of  the  retained 
boancy,  and  the  per  diem  travelling  allowance  of 
pay  and  subsistence  to  soldiers  discharged  from 
the  army,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
niQeteen,  ninety-two  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plans,  books,  and 
instruments,  fur  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel,  maps,  plans,  books,  erection  of  quar- 
lers^and  other  buildings,  and  for  contingent  ex- 
penses for  the  academy  at  West  Point,  thirty-fire 
ihottsand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  marking  and  running  the  bouodary  line  of 
the  sereral  cessions  of  land  made  by  the  Indians, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  half  pay  pensions  to 
widows  and  or^phans^  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalid  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  three  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  thousand  and  thirty-nine  doUarf. 

For  the  annual  altowaoce  to  the  Revolution- 
ary pensioners,  under  the  law  of  March  eigh- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
one  million  seren  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  arrearages  arising  from  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  paying  the  Rerolutionary  p«n- 
fions  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  aod  eighteen, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

For  the  Indian  department,  includini^  arrear- 
ages incurred  by  holding  Indian  treaties,  two 
handred  and  forty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dollars,  including  twenty  thousand 


dollars  to  defray  an  expense  incurred  under  the 
Chickasaw  treaty  lately  concluded ;  and,  inclad- 
iag,  also,  the  further  sum  of  seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  doUars,  being  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  certain  sums  stipulated  to  be 
paid,  within  sixty  days,  to  certain  individuals 
named  in  the  abovementioned  treaty. 

For  annuity  to  the  Creek  nation,  nnder  the 
treaty  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  U  fiariher  enacied,  That  the 
sereral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made*  shall 
be.  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  16, 1819. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  jarisdiction  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  United  States  to  cases  arising  under 
the  law  relating  to  Patents. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States  shall  hare  original  cognizance, 
as  well  in  equity  as  at  law,  of  all  actions,  suits, 
cootrorersies,  and  cases,  arising  under  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  granting  or  confirming  to 
authors  or  inrentors  the  exelusire  right  to  their 
respectire  writings^  inventions,  and  discoveries; 
and  upon  any  bill  in  equity,  filed  by  any  party 
aggrieved  in  any  such  cases,  shall  hare  authotitv 
to  grant  injunctions,  according  to  the  course  ana 
principles  of  courts  of  equity,  to  prerent  the  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  any  authors  or  inventora, 
secured  to  them  by  any  laws  of  the  United 
States,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  said 
courts  may  deem  fit,  aod  reasonable:. Provided, 
however^  That  from  all  judgments  and  decrees 
of  any  circujt  courts,  rendered  in  the  premises,  a 
writ  of  error  or  appeal,  as  the  case  may  require, 
shall  lie  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
circumstances,  as  is  now  provided  by  law  in  other 
judgments  and  decrees  of  such  circuit  courts. 

Approved.  February  15«  1S19. 


An  Act  to  anthoiiae  the  President  and  Managen  of 
the  Rockvi^e  and  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Com- 
pany, of  the  State  of  Maiyland,  to  estMsd  and  make 
their  turnpike  road  to  or  from  the  bonndary  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colttmbia» 
through  the  said  District^  to  the  Une  thereof 

Be  it  enactedf  f  c,  That  ao  much  of  the  law 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
incorporate  companies  to  make  certain  turnpike 
roads  through  the  counties  of  Montgomery, Fred- 
erick, and  Washington,  aAd  for  other  purposes," 
passed  at  December  session,  one  thousand  eight 
nundred  and  seventeen,  as  relates  to  the  Rock- 
ville  and  Washin^^ton  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
be,  and  ii  hereby  is,  declared  to  be  in  full  force 
within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  Jurihet  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  managers  of  the  said  turnpike  read 
company,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
make  said  road  from  the  bouodary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  the  boundary  of  the  eity  of 
Washington. 
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Sbo.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  in  rer 
;lation  to  the  process  of  constractiog  said  road, 
mad  to  toll-gates,  and  the  rates  of  tdls  thereon, 
the  said  company  shaU  be,  and  hereby  is,  inverted 
with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  iromunitieS| 
and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  obligations,  which, 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  "  to  incorporate  a  com* 

Siny  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the 
istrict  of  Columbia,''  passed  April  twenty-fifth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  are  given^ 
granted,  imposed  on,  and  vested  in,  the  Company 
of  the  Columbia  Turnpike  Roads,  had  that  com* 
pany  proceeded  to  make  the  said  road  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid : 
Pnmdtd,  That  the  formal  written  release,  by 
the  company  last  mentioned,  of  their  right  to 
make  said  road,  according  to  th.eir  act  of  iocor- 
poratioD,  be  filed,  within  ten  days  after  the  pass^ 
Ing  of  this  act,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  Washing- 
ton county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  ' 

Sec'  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Corporation  of  Washington  are  hereby  author- 
ized  and  empowered,  at  ai^jr  time,  to  purchase  out 
the  said  roaa  herein  authorized  to  be  made,  with 
all  the  rights'  and  profits  thereto  belonging,  on 

Saying  to  the  said  company  a  sum  which  shall 
e  equal  to  the  total  amount  expended  oti  said 
road,  with  six  per  cent,  interest  thereon  from  the 
date  of  its  expenditure. 
Approved,  February  15, 1819. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  election  of  a  Delegate  fh>m 
the  Michigan  Territoiy  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  extending*  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
the  dtlxens  of  said  Territoiy. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  citizens  of  ihe 
Michigan  Territory  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  elect  one  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  possess  the  qualifi- 
cations, and  exercise  the  privileges,  heretofore 
required  of,  and  granted  to,  the  Delegates  from 
the  several  Territories  of  the  Upited  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every 

free  white  male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above 

'4lieiageof  tweDity-^oneyearSj-whoshali  have  re- 

'i«ided  therein  one  year  next  preceding  an  jeleo- 

•4ion,  and  who  ebail  have  paid  a  coiamty  or  terri- 

•totial  tax,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election 

for  a  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 

States,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  rkwoset  and 

places,  as  sImU  be  prescribed  by  the  Gtovernor 

and  Judges  of  said  Territory. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
person,  doly  qualified  according  to  law,  who  shall 
receive  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  such  elec- 
tion, shall  be  furnished^  by  the  Qoverilor  of  seid 
Territory,  with  a  certificate,  under  his  official 
s^aLsetiioff  forth  that  he  is  duly  elected,  by  the 
qualified  electors,  the  Delegate  from  said  Terri- 
tory to  the  CoBgrees-of  the  United  States,  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  said  certifi- 
cate, which  shall  entitle  the  penon  to  whom  the 
tame  shall  he  given  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Hotase 
of  Representatives  in  that  capacity. 
Approved,  February  16, 1819. 


An  Act  to  ineoiporate  the  Medical  Society  ofte 

trict  of  Cdumhia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  Charles  Worthing* 
ton,  James  H.  Blake,  John  T.  ShaaflT,  Thomas 
Sim,  Frederick  May^oel  T.  Gustine,  Elisha 
HarrisoD,  Peregrine  Warfield,  Alexander  Mc- 
Williams,  George  Clark,  Henry  Hunn.  Thoiaas 
Henderson,  John  Harrison,  Benjamin  8.  Bohrer, 
Samuel  Horseley,  Nicholas  W.  WorthrngfoD, 
William  Jones,  James  T.  Johnson,  Richard 
Weightman,  George  May,  Robeft  French,  and 
such  persons  ^s  -they  may,  from  time  to  tim^ 
elect,  and  their  successors,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  a  community,  corporation,  and  body  poli- 
tic, forever,  by  and  under  the  name  and  tiOe  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  District'of  Columbia; 
and  by  and  under  the  same  name  and  title  they 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  purchase, 
take«  have,  and  enjoy,  to  them  and  their  socees- 
sors,  in  fee  or  for  lease,  estate  or  estates,  any  land, 
tenements,^ents,  annuities,  chattels,  .bank  stock, 
registered  debts,  or  other  pl^lic  seetuities  within 
the  Pistrict,  by  the  gift,  biargain,  sale,  or  demise, 
of  any  person  or  persons  bodies  politic  or  corpo- 
rate, capable  to  make  the  same,  and  the  same,  at 
their  pleasure,  to  alien,  sell,  transfer,  or  lease  and 
apply,  to  such  purposes  as  they  mav  adjudge 
most  conducive  to  the  promoting  and  dissemina- 
ting medical  and  surgical  knowiedge,  and  for  no 
other  purpose  whatever:  Promdea,  neverUieleee, 
That  the  said  society,  or  body  politic,  shall  not, 
at  any  one  time,  hold  or  posaess  property,  real, 
personal,  or  mixed,  exceeding,  in  toittf  value,  the 
sum  of  six  thousand  doUata  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Junker  enacted,  That  the 
members  of  the  said  society  above  designated, 
shall  hold,  in  thecity  of  Washington,  four  staled 
,  meetings  in  every  year^  viz.,  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  January,  April.  July, and  October;  the  officers 
of  the  society  lo  consist  of  a  president,  two  vice 
presidents,  one  corresponding  secretary,  one  re- 
cording secretary,  one  treasurer,  and  one  li" 
brariau,  who  ahall  be  appointed  on  the  second 
Monday  in  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  and  on  the  annual  meeting  in  Jan- 
uary forever  thereafter,  (not  less  than  seven  mem- 
bers* being  present  at  such  nMeting.)  And  the 
society  may  make  a  common  seal,  and  may 
elect  into  their  body  such  medical  and  chimrgi- 
cal  practitioners,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, as  they  may  deem  qualified  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  society }  it  being  understood  d»t  the 
officers  of  the  society  now  elected,  are  to  remain 
in  office  imtil  the  next  election  after  the  passage 
of  this  ace. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  medical  society, 
or  any  number  of  them  attending,  (no  less  than 
seven,)  to  elect,  by  ballot,  five  persons,  residents 
of  the  District,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Medical 
Board  of  Examiners  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  grant  licenses  to  such 
medical  and  chirurgical  ^eotlemen  as  they  may, 
upon  a  full  examination,  judge  adequate  to  com- 
mence the  practice  of  the  medical  and  chimgi- 
i  cai  arts,  or  as  may  produce  diplomas  from  some 
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reAfcetable  eoliey^  or  society;  each  peraon  so 
obtaiDiflg  a  certificate  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceediag 
ten  dollars,  to  be  fixed  on  or  ascertained  by  the 
society* 

Sec.  4.  And  be  H  further  enacted^  That  any 
three  of  the  examiners  shall  constitute  a  board 
for  examining  sneh  candidates  as  may  apply,  and 
shall  subscribe  th€ir  names  to  each  certificate  by 
them  i^ranted,  which  certificate  shall  also  be  coon- 
teffsigned  by  the  president  of  the  society,  and  have 
the  seal  of  th$  society  affixed  thereto  by  the  secre- 
tary, upon  paying  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
the  sum  of  money  to  be  ascertained,  as  abore,  by 
the  society ;  and  any  one  of  the  said  examiners 
may  grant  a  license  to  practise^  until  a  board,  in 
conformity  to  this  act,  can  be  held:  Provided^ 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the 
said  corporation  tn  anywise  to  regulate  the  price 
of  medical  or  surgical  attendance  on  such  persons 
as  may  need  those  serrices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  after 
the  appointment  of  the  aforesaid  medical  board, 
no  person,  not  heretofore  a  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine or  surgery  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Bhall  be  allowed  to  practice  within  the  said  Dis- 
trict, in  either  of  the  said  branches,  and  receive 
payment  for  his  services,  without  first  having  oV 
tained  a  license,  testified  as  by  this  law  directed, 
or  without  the  prod|iction  of  a  diploma,  as  afore- 
aeid,  under  the  penally  of  fifty  dollars  |br  each 
ofiDeoce,  to  be  recovered  in  the  county  court  where 
be  may  reside,  by  btirof  presentment  andindict- 
nent ;  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  society  and 
the  other  for  that  of  thelnformer. 

8bc.  (L  And  be'it further  enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  «pon  application,  shall  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Society,  shall  pay  «  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  doll|rs,  to  be  ascertained  by 
'the  society. 

Sbo.7.  And  be  itfUrtker  enacted^  That  the 
Medical  Society  be,  and  are  hereby,  empowered, 
from  time  to  time  to  make  such  by-laws,  rules, 
and  regnlations,  as  they  may  find  requisite,  to 
break  or  alter  their  common  seal,  to  fix  the  times 
and  places  for  the  meetings  i>f  the  board,  and  to 
do  and  perform  such  other  things  as  may  be  re- 
qalsite  for  carrying  this  act  into  execution,  and 
which  may  not  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
and  kws  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  coatained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
Btraed  to  extend,  to  prohibit  any  person,  during 
his  actual  residence  in  any  of  the  United  States, 
and  who,  l^y  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  he 
doth  or  may  reside,  is  not  prohibited  from  prac^ 
tising  in  this  Districts  Promded  ahpaye,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  peivon,  resident 
as  aforesaid,  and  not  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  when 
specially  seat  for,  to  come  into  any  part  of  this 
District,  and  administer  or  prescribe  medicine,  or 
perform  any  operation,  for  the  relief  of  such  to 
whose  aflsistance  he  maybe  sent  for. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  Con- 
gress may,  at  any  time,  alter,  amend,  or  annul, 
this  act  of  Incorporation  of  said  society  at  plea- 
aare. 

Approved,  Febrtiary  16, 1819. 


luarea  una  uiieen  ooimrB. 

medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
Bount  of  the  sick,  including  the  marine 


An  Ad  making  appropriations  lor  the  8U|^>ort  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  Put  the  year  one  thovisand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  for  defVaying  the  ex- 

Eenses  of  the  navy  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  nineteen,  the  following  sums  be,  and 
the  same  are  herebv,  appropriated : 

For  pay  aod  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents. 

For  provisions,  four  hundred  and  five  thousand 
five  hundred  atid  fifteen  dollars. 

For 
on  account 
corps,  thir<y-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  repain^of  vessels,  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  <. 

For  repairs  of  navy-yards,  docks*  aod  wharves, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  medals  and  swprds,  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  an^  subsistence  of  the  marine  c'orps, 
one  hundred  and  twentv-two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and.ninety-eight  dollars. 

Foj  clothing  the  same,  two  thousand  and  thirty 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousaod 
and  eighty-seren  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  coDtinffent  expenses  for  the  same,  eighteen 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  anpropriated. 

Approved,^  February  16,  1819. 

An  Act  to  ittcorpevate  the  Provident  Aaseoiatioa  of 
Clerks  ia  the  Civil  D^^artment  of  the  GoTenaneat 
of  the  United  Stales  m  the  lUstriet  of  Colmnbuu 

Be  H  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  ^e 
passaee  of  this  act,  all  those  persons  who  are,  or 
shall  hereafter  become  members  of  the  Provident 
Assoeiation  of  Clerks,  employed  in  the  civil  de- 
partment of  the  Qovemmeotof  the  United  States 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  made  a  bedy  corporate  and  politic,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  ^  The  Provident  Association 
of  Clerks,^  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  third 
day  of  Manih,  one  thousand  eirht  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  and  by  that  name  shall  have  perpetual 
suecessioo,  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be 
answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  courts  of 
record  and  in  any  other  place  whatsoever;  and 
by  that  name  may  make,  have,  and  use,  a  com- 
mon seal,  and  -the  same  may  break,  alter,  and  re- 
new, at  pleasare;  and  shall  nave  power  to  ordain, 
estaUish,  and  put  in  execution,  such  by-laws,  or- 
dinances, and  regulations,  as  shall  seem  neces- 
sary and  convenient  for  the  government  of  said 
corporation,  not  being  contrary  to  law  nor  the 
constitution  thereof,  and  generally  to  do  and  exe- 
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ou(e  all  acts  neecssary  or  proper  for  the  objects  of 
said  eorporation,  sabjecl  to  ibe  roles,  regulations, 
restrictions,  limitstioas,  and  proirisiOBs  herein  de- 
scribed and  declared. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
following  rulesj  regalatioos,  restrictions,  limita- 
tions, and  provisions,  shall  forai,  and  be  funda- 
mental articles  of,  the  constitution  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, to  wit : 

1st.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  clerks, 
employed  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  within  t|ie  District  of 
Columbia;  and  its  object  shall  be  the  benefit  of 
th?  families  of  such  clerks  after  their  decease ; 
and  the  funds  thereof  sbali  be  applied  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatever. 

iSd.  Every  such  clerk  shall,  before  he  is  consi- 
dered a  member  of  the  association,  sign  these  ar- 
ticle?. 

3d.  Every  member  shall  pay,  on  or  before  the 
fiftb  day  of*^  January,  April,  July,  and  October, 
respectively,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

4th.  In  addition  to  the  payments  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  article,  every  member  is  at. liberty 
to  pay  such  Further  sums  as  he  may  think  proper, 
whicn  payments  shall  form  a  separate  and  special 
fund,  and,  on  the  death  of  any  member  by  whom 
such  payments  shall  have  been  made,  his  family 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  relief  provided  by  other 
articles  of  the  association,  be  entitled  to  an  an- 
nuity or  other  benefit  out  of  the  special  fund,  pro- 
portionate to  the  amount  of  the  payments  made 
thereto  by  such  member. 

5th.  Any  member  who  shall  omit  to  pay  his 
quarterly  subscription,  within  the  time  presciibed 
by  the  third  article,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  association,  the  sum  or  fifty  cents, 
and  the  like  sum  for  every  quarter  durinff  which 
the  said  subscription  shall  remain  unpaid.  And 
if  any  member  shailomit,  for  more  than  one  year, 
to  pay  the  subscriptions  required  by  these  articles, 
together  with  such  fines  as  be  may  have  tacur- 
red«  he  shall  thereby  forfeit,  both  for  himself 
and  his  family,  all  rights  to  any  of  the  benefits  of 
the  association,  together  with  all  the  moneys 
whieh  he  may  have  previously  paid,  and  shall 
oease  to  be  a  member. 

6th.  Any  member  ceasing  to  be  a  clerk,  or  re- 
moving out, of  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall 
not  thereby  be  deprived  of  his  membership. 

7th.  The  officers  of  the  association  shall  con- 
sist of  a  president,  six  directors,  a  secretary,  and 
treasurer,  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  association,  on  the  last  Saturday 
in  March,  annually  :  and  they  shall  form  a  board, 
to  be  called  the  president  and  board  of  officers. 
In  all  elections  for  officers,  the  person  bavins  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  considered 
as  elected ;  but  when  two  or  more  persons  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  balloting  shall  be 
repeated  to  fill  the  office  or  offices  for  which  no 
choice  shall  have  been  made.  If  any  vacancy 
shall  occtu  among  the  officers,  a  general  meeting 
shall  be  called  to  fill  the  same* 


8th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tha  president  to 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  aasociatioa,  and  of 
the  board  of  officers.  In  the  absence  of  the 
president,  his  duties  shall  be  performed  bf  the 
director  present,  senior  on  the  list. 

9th.  The  secretary  [shall]  keep  a  journal  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  association,  and  of  the 
president  and  board  of  officers ;  and  he  shall 

Kerform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to 
im,  either  by  the  association  or  by  the  president 
and  board  of  officers. 

lOth.  The  treasurer  shall  receive  and  pay  all 
moneys  of  the  association ;  he  shall  keep  an  ac* 
count  of  its  receipts  and  disbursements,  and 
shall  lay  before  the  association,  at  its  annual 
meeting  io  the  month  of  March,  a  general  state- 
ment of  all  its  moneyed  trai^sactions,  as  also  a 
list  of  those  members  who  are  two  quarters  or 
upwards  in  arrear^  which  list  and  accounts  shall 
be  read  and  examined  previously  to  the  election 
of  officers: 

11th.  This  quarterly  subscriptions,  and  all  other 
moneys  received  on  account  of  the  association, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer,  and  shall  be  by 
him  deposited,  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter,  in 
such  bank  as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  the  presic^t 
and  board  of  officers;  and  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  vested  in  the  public  stocks  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  loans  to  individuals,  secured  upon 
real  estate,  or  ih  the  stocks  of.any  incorporated 
backing  institution  ;  and  the  moneys  so  deposi- 
ted shall  be. drawn  out  of  the  bank  oo ly  on  the 
order  of  the  treasurer,  countersigned  by  the 
secretary,  and^approved  by  the  president* 

12ih.  The  funds  of  the  association  shall  be 
appropriated  and  paid  to  the  families  of  deceased 
members,  at  the  following  rates,  to  wit:  to  the 
families  of  those  members  who  may  die  after  the 
expiration  of  the  first  y%ar,  and  within  five  years 
from  the  time  -of  their  admission,  twice  the 
amount  of  the  subserintion  which  shall  have 
been  paid  by  such  members,  respectively :  to  the 
families  of  those  members  who  may  die  within 
the  sixth  year,  from  the  time  of  their  admission, 
respectively,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars;  to 
the  families  of  those  members  who  may  die 
within  the  seventh  year,  from  the  time  of  their 
admission,  respectively,  the  sum  of  three  hua- 
dred  dollars)  to  the  fatnilies  c^f  those  members 
who  may  die  within  the  eighth  year,  from  the 
time  of  their  admission,  respectively,  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  families  of  those 
members  who  may  die  within  the  ninth  year, 
from  the  time  of  their  admission,  respectively, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  families 
of  those  members  who  may  die  within  the  tenth 
year,  from  the  time  of  their  admission,  respect- 
ively, the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
families  of  those  members  who  may  die  within 
the  eleventh  year,  from  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion, respectively,  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  to  the  families  of  those  members  who  may 
die .  after  the  expiration  of  the  eleventh  year 
from  the  lime  of  their  admission,  not  less  than 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

13th.  In  all  cases  the  widow  and  children  of  a 
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deceased  member  shall  be  deemed  his  family, 
and  as  such  eotitled  to  the  relief  provided  under 
the  foregoing;  article;  but  a  member  haviug  no 
wife  or  children,  may  adopt  any  other  person  or 
persons  as  his  family,  for  all  the  purposes  of  this 
association,  by  giving  notice  in  writing,  to  the 
president  and  board  of  officers,  of  the  name  and 
residence  of  such  person  or  peisonsr 

14Lh.  The  relief  to  which  the  families  of  de- 
ceased members  shall  be  entitled,  may  be  granted 
either  by  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney, as  prescribed  by  the  twelfth  article,  or  by 
annuity,  the  terms  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
claimant,  and  the  president  and  board  of  omeers. 

15th.  In  addition  to  the  pecuniary  relief  to 
which  the  families  of  the  deceased  members  are 
entitled,  ihe  mcipbers  of  this  association  pledge 
themselves  to  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  per- 
manent establishment  in  society  of  the  persons 
composing  such  families. 

16th.  A  general  meeting  of  the  associatioti 
•haU  be  held  on  the  last  Batofday  in  March, 
annually ;  but  the  .president  and  board  of  officers 
may  call  a  general  meeting  whenever  th^y  shall 
think  it  necestary. 

17th.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  president 
and  board  of  officers  shall  be  on  the  first  Satur- 
day of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  annu- 
ally; but  a  special  meeting  of  the  beard  of  offi- 
cers may  be  oalled  by  the  president,  on  a  requi- 
aitioo  in  writing  from  any  member  thereof. 

16tii.  In  all  eases  where  it  is  not  otherwise 
ezpresely  provided,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
members  of  the  association,  assembled  at  any 
meeting,  i»hall  prevail.   ' 

19th.  All  legacies  or  donations  made  to  the 
associatioa,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  general 
purposes  thereof. 

20th.  The  president  and  board  of  officers  shall 
have  power  to  make  by-laws  for  their  govern- 
ment, provided  the  same  be  consistent  with  these 
articles. 

21st.  If  the  association  shall  be  dissolved  by 
any  event,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  other- 
wise than  by  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the 
funds  then  belonging  to  it  shall,  after  all  claims 
and  demands  thereon  are  satisfied,  be  divided 
among  the  families,  of  deceased  members,  ac- 
cording to  the  sums  paid  ia  by  such  such  mem- 
bers respectively. 

22d.  The  deota  which  the  said  corporation 
may.  at  any  time,  owe,  shall  not  exceed  the  value 
of  the  property  lawfully  held  and  owned  by 
them ;  and,  in  case  of  excess,  the  directors  who 
may  have  been  assenting  thereto,  shall  be  liable 
for  the  same  in  their  aaturaland  individual  capa- 
cities ;  and  an  action  of  debt  may,  in  such  case, 
be  brought  against  them,  or  any  of  them,  in  the 
proper  court,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors,  of  the 
said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or 
agreement,  to  the  contrary  notwithatandimg : 
And  the  property  of  the  corporation  shall  also 
be  liable  for  and  chargeable  with  the  excess. 

23d.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  deal  or  trade  in  the  manner  o(  a  bank, 


nor  issue  any  note  in  the  nature  of  a  bank  note, 
nor  transact  any  other  kind  of  bustaess,  or  deal 
ia  any  other  manner  or  thing,  than  is  expressly 
authorized  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  second 
section  of  this  act;  and  any  director  or  directors, 
who  shall  have  assented  to  any  such  dealing  or 
trade,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  in  the  proper 
court,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  J  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  the  other  half  to  thc^ 
use  of  the  person  who  may  prosecute  for  the 
same:  Provided  always,  That  Congress  may,  at 
any  time,  amend,  alter,  or  annul,  this  act. 
Approved,  February  15, 1819. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 

Government. 

Be  U  enactedj  ^c,  That,  instead  of  the  sala^ 
ties  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  following  officers, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  them,  quarterly,  the  fol- 
lowing annual  salaries  respectively  ;  that  is  to 
say :  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six  thousand  dol- 
lars; to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  six  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  the  Secretary  of  Wer,  six  thou- 
sand dollars ;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  six 
thousand  dollars;  to  the  Attorney  General,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Postmaster 
Gkneral,  fuor  thousand  dollars;  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars ;  and  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  and  Additional  Assistant  Postnuster 
Gkneral,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each; 
to  commence  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nineteen ;  and  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  20, 1619. 


An  Act  anthoriang  the  President  of  the  United  States 
.  to  purchase  the  lands  reserved  by  the  act  of  the 

third  of  Marchj  eighteen  hundred  and  aeventeen, 
•  to  certain  Chieft,  Warriors,  or  other  Indians^  of  the 

Creek  nation. 

Be  U  etiaded,  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase 
for,  and  on  behalf  of,  the  United  States,  any 
tract  or  tracts  of  land,  reserved  by  the  act  of  the 
third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seven- 
teen, to  the  chiefji^  warriors,  or  other  Indians,  of 
the  Creek  nation,  which  they,  or  either  of  them, 
may  be  disposed  to  sell ;  and  the  amount  of  such 
purchaae  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaeUd^  That  any 
tract  or  tracts  of  land,  the  title  to  which  may  be 
acquired  by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale,  at  the  land 
offices  of  the  district  in  which  they  may  be  situ- 
ate, upon  such  day  or  dayaas  the  President  shall, 
by  proclamation,  designate  for  thar  purpose,  ia 
the  aame  manner,  and  on  the  same  eonditions 
and  terma  of  credit^  as  is  provided  by  law  for  tlie 
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mI«  of  pabiie  laads  of  the  United  StatM  f  Mid 
paleils  simli  be  granted  therefor,  as  for  other 

Soblic  landi  and  town  lota  sold  by  the  United 
itates. 
ApproTod,  Febfoary^,  1819. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Adam  Kinaley,  Thonaa  Freoeb, 
and  Chadaa  8.  Leonard* 

«»  Beii  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aiKhorteed  to  pay  aoto  Adam 
Kinsley,  and  Thomas  French,  each  sum  of  money, 
in  addition  to  that  already  paid,  under  t  eontract 
entered  into  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October, one 
thousand  eight  hundred  ntfd  eight,  between  Tench 
Coze,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
said  Adam  Kmsley  and  Thomas  French,  for  the 
manufacture  of  four  thousand  stand  of  armt^  as 
^all  increase  the  price  of  each  stand  of  arms, 
delirered  under  the  said  contract,  to  a  sum  equal 
to  that  allowed  to  others  who  entered  into  con- 
tracts to  manufacture  and  deliver  arms  to  the 
United  States,  on  or  about  the  same  time,  keep- 
ing in  Tiew  the  quality  of  the  arms  delirered  by 
each ;  and  that  the  same  be  fmid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sfio.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Secretary  make  the  like  additioniil  compen- 
ention  to  Charles  S.  Leonard,  out  of  any  monevs 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for 
airma  ttfannfttctured  and  delirered  by  him,  under 
a  eontract  entered  into  on  or  about  the  time 
abovementioned,  keeping  in  riew  the  roles  pre- 
scribed in  the_preceding  section. 

Approred,  Februpry  SO,  1B19. 


An  Act  porending  far  a  giant  of  land  ler  theeeat  of 
goTemment  in  the  State  of  MissiMipfiy  and  for  tbe 
support  of  a  seaiinarj  of  iearaing  within  ike  said 
State.. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,^  That  there  shall  be  granted 
<o  the  State  of  Miastestppi,  two  antite  a«oiiona  ^ 
land,  or  fnimional  eeetfoas,  «r  (fUtfrwr  ^aecti^ns, 
not  exoeediM  iihe  ^quantity  eontained  in  fwo  En- 
tire-sections,  for  a  seat  of  gorerament  in  thfesaid 
State;  which  land  shall  be  located  in-one  entire 
tract,  at  auoh  place  as,  under  the  aocfaority  of  the 
aaid  State,  shall  be  designated  for  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment therein,  Whenever  the  Indian  title  shall 
have  been  extinguished  thereto^  and  before  the 
oommeaeement  of  the  public  sales  of  the  adjoin- 
inff  and  surrounding  lands  belonging  to  (he  Uni- 
ted States. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in 
Addition  to  the  township  of  land  granted  for 
the  support  of  Jeflbrson  College,  there  ^h«ll  be 
granted,  in  the  said  State,  another  tdwnship,  or  a 
quantity  of  land  equal  thereto,  to  be  located  in 
tracts  of  not  less  than  four  entire  sections  each, 
which  shall  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of  the 
aaid  State,  in  trust,  for  the  npport  of  a  seminary 
cC  learning  therein  ;  which  laiids  shall  be  located 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  whenever  an  extinguishment  of  Indian 
title  shall  be  made  for  lands,  suitable,  in  his 


djilaion,  for  that  purpose,  in  theeaid'StiLte :  w%ii*h 
grant,  hereby  provided  to  be  made.  «hali  becon- 
sidared  as  made  in  lieu  tuf  a  township  directed  to 
be  reserved  by  the  ifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
** An  act  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  and  survey- 
ing of  the  bonndary  Ihies  fixed  by  the  treaty  wfth 
the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
March  three,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen ;  and  which  reserve  of  \ine  tdwnship,  pro- 
Tided  to  be  made  by  the  aforesaid  flUh  section  of 
said  act,  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  poblie  lands  fn  the  same 
district. 

Approved,  February  20, 1819. 


An  Act  direethig  the  payment  of  certain  bills  drawn 
by  General  Armstrong  in  favor  of  WilCam  Morgan. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  shall  be  paid  to 
Thomas  Qriflin,  administrator  of  William  Mor- 
gan, deceased,  and  trostee  of  Alexander  MaeaH- 
ley,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  tbe  stun  of  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents, 
being  tbe  amount  of  certain  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  Gkneral  John  Armstrong,  kt  favor  of 
said  lYilliam  Morgan. paster  of  the  ship  Louisa, 
for  the  valueofsaidshipLouiaa,andeaifO,  under 
the  Louisiana  convention,  and  whieh  ImUs  wase 
delivered  to  Joseph  Fenwick,  iate  Consal  of  the 
United  States  at  Bordeaux:  Prtnided  akoa^^, 
That  before  such  payment  shall  be  made,  the 
said  Thomas  Qriffin  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  fiecietary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  indemnify  the  United  States  for 
such  payment,  against  all  peesons  whatsoever, 
who  may  hereafter  make  any  claim  on  aonosipt 
of  the  said  bills,  or  either  of  them. 

Approved,  February  30, 1819. 


An  Act  sup^eaental  to  the  act,  entitled  <*An  abtfur- 
disr  to.  amend  the  ohsitor  of  the  Citgr  of  Wash- 
ington." 

Beit  enacted,  4<^  That  any  let,  or  part  of  a 
lot,  or  other  real  estate  whatsoeverj  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  heretofore  aold,  or  hereafter  to 
be  sold,  for  any  tax  dae  to  the  corporation  of  said 
city,  or  laid  or  assessed  under  (he  authority  of 
the  said  eorporation,  pursuant  to  the  powers  vested 
in  it  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sap- 
ptemeot,  or  of  any  other  act,  passed,  or  to  be 
passed,  shall  and  OMy  be  redeemed,  so  as  effect* 
aally  to  iwinstate  and  invest  the  proprietor,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  in  and  with  all  his  foroier 
estate,  as  lolly  and  effectually  as  if  such  sale  had 
never  been  made,  upon  payment,  or  -tender  of 
payment,  being  laade^  at  any  time  within  two 
years  from  the  time  ot  each  sale,  by  such  propri- 
etor, or  by  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators, 
or  by  anv  other  person,  in  his  or  their  behalf,  to 
the  purcnaaer  of  such  lot  or  port  of  a  lot,  or  other 
real  estate,  his  executors  or  administrators,  of  the 
money  aetoallv  paid  by  him  for-^he  same,  with 
the  addition  or  iatetest,  at  the  rate  ef  ten  per  can- 
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tDia  per  aonaoii  to  be  compnted  from  the  time 
of  the  payment  of  the  said  monejf  by  such  pur- 
chaser ;  and  if  such  purchaser,  his  executors,  or 
administrators,  have  no  known  place  of  residence 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  be  not  to  be 
found  at  such  place  of  residence,  at  the  time  such 
redemption  is  desired  to  be  made ;  or  if  such  pro- 
prietor, his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  or 
any  other  person  in  his  behalf,  shall  offer  to  pay 
such  monev,,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  and  such 
purchaser,  his  executors,  or  administrators,  shall 
refuse  to  acept  the  sam^  and  give  a  sufSicient  re> 
ceipt  and  acquittance  in  writing  for  the  same, 
by  way  of  redemption  aforesaid,  then,  and  in 
every  such  case,  it  shall  and.  may  be  lawful  for 
such  proprietor,  his  heira,  ex^uiors,  or  adminis- 
trators, or  other  person  in  his  or  their  behalf,  to 
make  the  redemption  aforesaid,  as  effectually,  bv 
paying  the  said  money,  with  interest  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  01 
Washington ;  wh<^se  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  re* 
port  of  the  same  to  the  said  court,  immediately, 
if  in  session,  otherwise  on  the  first  day  of  session 
then  next  ensuing^and  to  depostte  the  said  money 
for  safe-keeping^  and  pay  the  same  over  to  such 
purchaser,  or  his  legal  representatives,  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  court:  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  af- 
fect the  right  of  any  person  now  entitled,  under 
any  law  heretofore  enacted^  to  receive  any  higher 
or  other  premium  than  an. interest  of  ten  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  as  aforesaid,  upon  the  redemption 
of  any  real  estate,  other  than  vacant  and  uoim- 
prov^  lota  heretofore  aold  fortaxea,  nor.  to  affept. 
the  veaiadlegairiffhtpf  B<<<^  person  to  hold  such 
real  eatate  clear  of  sMcii  right  of  redemption,  at 
any  time  less  than  two  years  from,  the  time  of 
the  sale,  such  le^al  right  being  vested  prior  to 
the  passing  of  this  act;  aud  that  the  said  court 
may  require  such  higher  or  other  premium  to  b^- 
paid,  by  the  person  redeeming,  to  the  purchaser, 
in  aoy  case  wherein  it  shall  appear  to  the  said 
court  that  a  vested  le^jal  right  to  such  premiuo^. 
existed  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  collectors  of  the  said  taxes,  or  such  other 
officer  6(  the  said  corporation  as  shall  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  selling  aoy  such  real  eaiaie  for 
taxes,  shaU,  within. ten  days  after  every.such  sale^ 
transmit  to  the  elerk  of  the  said  court,  an  aeeu* 
rate  report  in  writing,  certified  by  the  clerk  or 
register  of  the  said  corporation,  contfiining  a. 
particular  description  of  the  property  sold,  the 
amount  of  tastes  for  the  raising  of  whiph  it  has 
been  sohJ,  the  names  aad  residence  of  the  person 
or  persona  to  whom  such  property  belons^  or  to 
whom  sucii  taxes  have  been  assessed,  and  of  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  the  amount  of  th^  pur- 
chase money ;  distinguishing  how  much  has  been 
actually  paid,  and  the  clear  surplus,  if  any,  com- 
in^:  to  the  proprietory  wiiicb  report  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  forthwith 
to  record  among  the  land  records  of  the  said 
county,  aad  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  paid  by 
the  party  who  redeems  the  same. 

Approvedi,  FebruarySO,  1819. 


An  Act  providmg  additional  penalties  for  fidsa  entries 

for  the  behefit  of  drawback,  or  bounty  on  ei^Kirtar. 

tion. 

Be  it  enactedy  f  c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  for- 
feitures and  penalties  heretofore  provided  by  law, 
for  making  a  false  entry  with  the  collector  of , any 
district,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback  or  bounty  on  exportation, 
the  person  making  such  ftklee  entry  shall,  (except 
in  the  cases  heretofore  excepted  by  law,)  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  United  ^ta^s  a  sum  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  articles  mentioned  or  described  in 
such  entry ;  to  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed| 
and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine. 

Approved,  February  20, 1819, 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  HaB  Jerroj. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.,  That  the  Seeretary  M*  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Hall 
Jervey,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Charleatoo,  one* 
half  of  the  amount  received  by  the  United  Statea 
OD  aceouat  of  the  condemnation  of  the  sehoooer 
the  Lovely  Cordelia,  and  of  the  James  and  filiaa* 
betfa,  and  that  aji  amount,  not  exceeding  five  thou* 
saiid  dollars,  be  appropriated  for  this  porpeae,  ta 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
other wke  apfiropnated. 

Approved,  February  24, 1810. 

An  Act  ooneerning  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas 

Tomer,  deceased. 

> 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Conunissioners.of 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  pay,  out  of  the  said  fund,  to  the  execu- 
tora  of  ThoB^aa  Turner,  deetasedi  for  the  beat 
efit  of  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  the  said  Thomas 
Turner,  deceased,  the  sum  of  one. thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  the  said  sum  being  in  consider- 
ation of  services  rendered  by  the  said  Thomas 
Turner,  deceased,  as  accountant  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, in  receiving  and  settling  all  accounts 
respecting  the  said  fund,  .and  for  which  no  com- 
pensation has  heretofore. been  made^ 

Approved,  February  S4,  1819. 

An  Ae^vte'.^e.  faKefr  of  Kw^  ^^  Fomyfh^ 

Meitenaetedi4^  TiNitthe^accouatiiii'ofiloera 
of  the  Treasury  Department  be  authorixett  aad 
directed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Keaaean^  Rftr- 
syih,  (or  three  mules  and  tea  horsea  which  were- 
loat  ia  the  public  service  at  the  evacnaiioa  ef 
Chicago  daring  the  late  war;  and  that  the  anaa 
found  due  toaaid  Kensie  and  Forsyth  be  paid  t« 
them  out  of  any.ttaapproprtated  money  in  tbei 
Treasury . 

Approved,  February  24^  1810. 


An  Act  makmg  provision  for  the  claim  of  JH*  PeHey. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  accounting.oflicera 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  thejr  6re  hereby)  author- 
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i2ed  to  liqaidute,  settle,  and  allow  the  claim  of 
M.  Poirey,  as  secretary  and  aid-de-camp  to  Major 
General  Lafayette,  during  the  time  of  his  service, 
in  those  capacities,  in  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  Gr^at  Britain. 
Approved,  February  24^  1819. 


An  Act  allowing  further  time  to  complete  the  issuing 
and  locating  of  MUitaiy  Land  Wanants. 

Be  itenacttdy  ^c,  That  the  authority  granted 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  by 
the  second  section  of  the.  act  to  provide  for  des- 
ignating, surveying,  and  granting,  the  military 
bounty  lands,  approved  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  nundred  and  twelve,  and  by  the 
fourth  s^tioD  of  the  act  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  approved  December  tenth,  one  thousand 
eight  buodred  tnd  fourteen,  to  issue  WftrraqU  for 
the  military  land  bouoties  to  persona  eatiiled 
thereto,  abail  be  revived  and  continued  in  force 
for  the  term  of  five  yeara  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  Mafch  next. 

Sbo.  %.  And  he  it  Juriher  etUxeted,  That  the 
time  limited  by  the  act  supplementary  to  the  net 
further  extending  the  lime  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap* 
proved  Mareh  nioth,  one  theosaad  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  for  issuing  military  land  warrants, 
shall  be  extended  to  the  fourth  day  ot  Mareh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  the 
time  limited  by  the  said  act  for  the  location  of 
unlocated  military  land  warriuirts,  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  first  day  of  October  thereafter. 

Approved,  February  24, 1819. 


An  Act  making  provision  ibr  the  claim  of  M.  de  Vienna. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  accounting  oflieers 
of  the  War  Department  be,  and  they  are  here- 
bVi  authorized  to  liquidate,  settle,  and  allow  the 
claim  of  M.  de  Vienne,  for  the  pay,  appoint- 
ments, and  emolqments  of  lieutenant  colonel,  for 
seven  months'  service  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Approved,  February  24, 1819. 


An  Act.snpplementaiy  to  Che  act,  entitled  «*An  act 
to- provide  lor  the  prompt  settlement  of  PnUie  Ac- 
eonnts*'' 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  Mnroh  next,  it  shall  be  the  doty  of 
the  second  noditor  of  ihe  Treasury  to  receive  all 
nniettled  tccounts  arising  out  of  Indian  affiirs, 
with  the  exception  of  those  appeitaining  to  the 
Indian  trade,  and  examine  the  same,  and  there- 
after ceriifv  the  balance,  and  transmit  the  ac- 
counts, with  the  vonchers  and  certificates,  to  tie 
second  comptroller,  for  his  decision  thereon:  PrO' 
videdi  That  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  public  interest  and  conve- 
nience would  be  promoted  by  assigning  all.  or  any 
part  of,  the  said  accounts  to  the  third  auditor,  he 


shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  soeh 
assignment  accordingly. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  it  s^sll 
be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  charged  with  Che  ex- 
amination of  the  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  to  kee; 
all  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditares  of 
the  public  money  in  regard  to  them ;  to  receive 
from  the  second  comptroller  the  accoanis  which 
shall  have  been  finally  adjusted,  and  to  preserve 
such  accounts,  with  the  vouchers  and  certificates. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  aoditor  lo 
make  such  reports  on  the  business  hereby  assign- 
ed to  him,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  deem 
necessary,  and  require,  from  time  to  tinse,  for  the 
service  of  the  War  Department. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted^  Tbat  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  dis^barse  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  have  been  previously  or- 
dered for  the  use  of  the  Indian  Department,  with 
the  exception  of  those  relating  to  Indian  trade 
beforementioned,  by  warrants  from  the  Treasury ; 
which  disbursements  shall  be  made  pursuant  to 
warrants  drawn  bv  the  Secretary  or  War,  and 
countetsigned  by  tne  second  comptroller,  and  re- 
gistered by  the  second  and  third  auditor,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

Sec  4.    And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,    That  so* 
much  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
as  is  iocoosisceoi  with  this  act,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  February  24,  1819, 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  eomusny  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  Eastern  BisndL  of  Potomtc,  between  Ele- 
venth and  TweliUi  streeU  Etsi,  in  Ibe  City  of 
Washington. 

Be  it  endctecLSe^  That  the  following  persons, 
viz:  William  Front,  William  Marbury,  Samuel 
N.  Small  wood,  Timothy  Winn,  and  Adam  Lind- 
say, or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  are  hereby, 
constituted  a  board  of  commissioners,  with  full 
power  and  authority  to  open,  or  cause  to  be 
opened,  books  for  receiving  and  entering  subscrip- 
tions, for  raising  a  capital  stock,  not  exceeding 
twenty-fire  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  bridge  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets 
Eastj  in  the  City  of  Washington,  over  the  Bast* 
erh  branch,  to  the  most  convenient  landings  oa 
the  opposite  shore,  and  making  such  other  inci- 
dental works,  and  defrttying  such  other  incidental 
expenses,  as  shall  be  required  by  this  act,  or 
deemed  necessary  or  expeidient  by  the  company 
hereinafter  named  ;  the  time,  place,  and  manner, 
of  receiving  and  entering  such  subseiptions,  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  said  board  of  commissioners, 
and  daly  advertised  in  such  newspapers  as  they 
may  deem  expedient :  Provided^  That  the  time 
to  be  fixed  upon,  bv  the  said  board  of  commis- 
sioners, for  openiiig  books  for  receiving  said  sub- 
scriptions, shall  be  on  or  before  the  second  Moo- 
day  in  March  next ;  and  that  no  sabsciption  shaU 
be  received,  unless  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  be  first 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  person  authori^ml  to 
receive  the  same,  on  each  ahare  subscribed  for. 
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Sbc.  2.  Andbeitjurtherenaefedf  That,  when- 
ever two  bondreif  of  the  said  shares  shall  be  sub- 
seribed  for,  all  persons  who  may  then  be,  or  there- 
after may  become,  the  actual  holders  or  proprietors 
of  shares  in  the  said  capital  stock,  efther  as  sub- 
scribers for  the  same,  or  as  tb«  legal  reiA-esenta- 
ti?es,  successors,  or  assignees,  of  such  subscribers, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  made  and  createa 
a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and 
style  of  "  The  Nary  Yard  Bridge  Company  j" 
and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead 
and  be  impleaded,  and  do  and  suffer  all  acts,  mat- 
ters, and  things,  which  a  body  politic  ana  cor- 
porate may  lawfully  do  and  suffer;  and  may 
nave  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  may  break 
and  alter  at  pleasure,  and  may  make  all  by-laws, 
rales,  and  regulations,  and  ordinapces,  for  the 
good  ^orernment  of  said  company,  and  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  objects  of  iQeir  institution,  so 
that  such  by-laws,  rules,  regulations,  and  ordi- 
nances, be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  force  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  at  all 
elections  for  directors  mod  officers  of  said  eom- 
j)aoy,  each  and  every  member  of  the'  said  com- 
pany shall  be  entitlea  to  as  many  votes  as  be  or 
she  may  hold  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said 
company,  and  may  vote  by  proxy,  executed  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  in  the  presence  of  two  wit- 
nesses; and  that  when  two  hundred  of  the  said 
shares  shall  be  subscribed  for,  as  aforesaid,  or  as 
soon  after  as  may  be.  the  said  board  df  commis- 
sioners shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  company,  at 
some  convenient  place  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, giving  at  least  three  weeks'  notice  thereof, 
by  public  advertisement,  in  one  or  more  news- 
papers published  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and  the  said  company  shall  then  and  there  elect, 
by  ballot,  five  directors  and  a  treasurer,  and  such 
other  officers,  agents,  and  servants,  as  the  com- 
pany may  think  fit  to  appoint ;  and  as  soon  there* 
after  as  a  board  of  directors  shall  be  formed,  they 
shall  elect  one  of  their  body  to  be  president  of 
the  said  board  of  directors ;  and  all  the  powers, 
authority,  and  duties,  whatsoever,  by  this  act 
vested  in  the  said  board  of  commissioners,  shall 
cease  and  determine,  and  thenceforward  become 
vested  ia  the  president  and  directors  for  the  time 
being  of  the  said  company  ;  and  the  said  board 
of  commissioners  shall  account  to  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  said  company,  at  their  first 
meeting,  for  all  moneys  received  by  them  or  their 
agents,  on  account  of  subscriptions,  and  shall 
immediately  pay  over  the  same  to  the  treasurer 
of  said  company.  And  the  said  directors  and 
treasurer  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October  i>ext,  and  until  a  new  elec- 
tion shall  be  made  by  the  company.  And  there 
shall  be  holden  on  that  day,  and,  annually  there- 
after, on  every  first  Tuesday  in  October,  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  said  company,  for  the  purpose  of  eleet- 
inff  five  directors  and  »  treasurer,  and  other 
officers  and  agents,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
~  sharea  shall  be  negotiable  and  transfermble 


from  one  to  another,  by  assignments  in  writing, 
executed  before  two  witnesses,  at  least,  and  au- 
thenticated and  registered,  as  the  said  company 
may  prescribe  and  direct  In  their  by-laws  and 
regulations,  and  shall  be  deemed  personal,  and 
not  real,  property ;  and  that  the  shares  held  by 
any  individual  shall  be  liable  to  be  attached,  or 
taken  by  fieri  fseias,  to  satisfy  the  debts  due  from 
such  individual,  in  like  manner  as  other  personal 
property  may  be. 

Sbo.^.  AndbeitJvrtherenacted^'TYi^i9Lmwi' 
inff  of  the  said  company  may,  at  any  time,  be 
called,  at  some  convenient  place  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  by  a  majority  of  the  directors  of 
the. company,  for  the  time  being,  and  by  one- 
third  of  the  members  of  the  said  company,  or  by 
the  proprietors  of  one-third  of  the  shares  actually 
subscribed  for,  or  the  legal  representatives  or  pro- 
prietors :  Provided^  however^  That  no  meeting 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  legal  or  valid,  un-  * 
less  a  quorum  shall,  be  formed,  consisting  of  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  said  company,  or  of 
the  proprietors  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  number 
of  snares  actually  subscribed  for,  their  leaal  rep- 
resentatives, successors,  or  proxies,  nor  unless  the 
time  of  such  meeting  be  previously  advertised, 
for  three  weeks  successively,  in  one  or  more 
gazettes  io  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the 
said  company  shall  have  power,  at  any  meeting 
legally  called  and  constituted  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  to  displace  any  of  their  directors  or  offi- 
cers, and  to  supply,  by  a  new  election,  all  vacan- 
cies that  may  happen  among  the  directors  or  offi- 
cers of  the  company  ;  and  a  majority  of  the  said 
directors  may  provisionally  supply,  by  their  own 
election,  any  vacancies  that  may  happen  among 
the  number  of  directors,  or  among  the  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  company  ;  and  the  person 
so  elected,  by  the  said  directors,  may  continue 
in  office  till  the  next  legal  meeting  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
amount  of  each  share  bball  be  paid  by  instalments 
of  ten  dollars,  at  such  time  as  the  said  company 
shall  direct ;  and  in  case  any  ioslalment  or  instal- 
ments shall  not  be  paid  at  ih^  time  appointed  by 
the  said  company,  or  within  ten  daya  thereafter, 
the  same  may  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the 
said  company,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  if  the  amount  due  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
dollars,  and  if  the  sum  so  doe  shall  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  the  same  may  be  recovered  by 
motioii  in  the  name  of  the  said  company,  on  ten 
days'  notice,  in  any  court  of  record  in  the  county 
or  district  where  the  debtor  should  be  found ;  and 
in  all  such  warrants  and  moiioos,  the  certificate  of 
the  clerk  «f  the  said  company,  authenticated  by 
the  president,  under  the  common  seah  of  the  said 
company,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
defendant's  being  a  member  of  the  <!iompaoy, 
and  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  amount  doe  on 
the  shares  held  by  such  defendant;  and  if  such 
instalment  be  not  paid  within  sixty  days  after 
the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  the  same, 
and  advertisement  for  four  weeks,  successively, 
in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Colombiai  the  president  and  direetors  of 
the  said  company  may  proceed  to  forfeit,  for  the 
use  of  the  company,  the  share  or  shares  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
said  company  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  erect  and  build,  or  cause 
to  be  erected  and  b[tilt,oyer  the  Eastern  Branch, 
between  Elerenth  and  Twelfth  streets  Bast,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  the  land  of  William 
Marbury,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  said  Bast- 
era  Branch,  a  good  and  sufficient  bridge,  at  least 
twenty^five  feet  wide,  of  sound  luid  suitable  ma- 
toriais,  and  in  all  respects  adequate  for  the  pa** 
sage  of  trarellers.  horses,  cattle,  and  carriM^es, 
with  a  secure  railing  on  each  side,  at  least  four 
feet  high* 

Sjbo^  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  Thai  the 
said,  company  shull  cause  to  be  built,  and  main- 
tained in  good  repair,  a  oonvenient  and  sufficient 
draw,  or  passage  way,  at  least  thirty  feet  wide, 
in  the  said  bridge,  orer  the  main  channel  of  the 
Branch,  for  the  passing  and  repassing  of  Teasels 
by  day  and  by  night*  And  the  said  company 
snail,  at  their  own  cost,  and  without  toll,  cftuse 
the  said  draw  or  passage  way  to  be  hoisted,  or 
remowed,  without  delay,  for  ihe  passage  of  all 
Tassels  with  masts,  that  are  4inable  to  pass  under 
thesaine;  and  if,  throughthe  unskilfolnessor  neg^ 
li^nce  of  the  person  or  persons  employed  bv  the 
said  company,  to  hoist  or  remove  the  said  draw, 
any  Teasel  sfalnll  be  unjustly  or  unreasonal^y  hin- 
dend  or  delayed,  or  shall  be  damaged  in  her  hull, 
spars,  or  riggingy  in  passing  the  said  dmw,  the 
said  company  shall  be  liame  to  the  master,  or 
the  owner  or  owners^  of  such  Tessel,  for  dam* 
ages,  at  the  rate  of  six  cents  per  ton  of  such 
Tessel,  for  cack  and  every  hour  such  vessel  shall 
be  hindered  or  detayedy  and  for  all  damages  in 
hef  huU,  masts,  and  rigging;,  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
ascertained  and  recovered,  in* a  special  action  on 
the  case,  in  any  court  of  competent  jnrisdietion. 
Sbo^  9.  And  be  it  Juriher  e$uusted^  .That  af 
soon  the  said  bridge  shall  be  erected  and  built, 
and  eompleted  as  required  bv  this  act,  the  said 
coBifany  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive, 
by  their  proper  agents,  servants,  or  officers,  tbUs  at 
the  following  rates^  vis:  For  each  foot  passenger, 
thffeoents  i  for  each  peMon  and  a  horse,  six  and 
one  quarter  of  a  cent  ;,for  carriages,  wagons^  or 
carts, seven  cenu  for  each  wheel,  and  three  centa 
for  each  horsey  mule,  or  ox,  drawing  the  same;  for 
every  other  horse  or  mule,  three  cents ;  for  cattle, 
three  cents  per  head ;  for  hog^  and  sheep,  two. 
oenlseaeb:  Ppomdedf  Thatnotollshallbeexaeied 
at  the  said  bridgej  for  the  ^ssage  of  any  wagon 
or  carriage  laden  with  the  property  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  for  the  drivers  thereof,  or  for  the  passage 
of  any  troops  of  the  United  States,  or  the  militm 
of  any  State,  or  of  the  District  of  Ciolumbia, 
marching  in  nobody,  or  any  cannon,  or  military 
equipments  belonging  to  the  United  States:  Pro' 
tmed  akOf  That  if  the  number  of  two  hundred 
shares  shall  not  be  subscribed  within  one  year 
fr6m  the  time  of  opening  subscription  books  by 
the4sottroisBioners,as  hereinbefore  directed  $  or  if 


the  said  bridge  be  not- erected  and  built,  aid  for- 
nished  and  completed,  by  this  act,  within  three 
years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  aen; 
or  if  it  should  remain,  at  any  time  thereeftci, 
so  out  of  repair,  for  two  years,  as  to  be  unsafe  for 
travelling ;  then,  and  in  that  case,  all  the  powers, 
authority,  privileges,'  emolilments,  and  imaa uni- 
ties, whatsoever,  by  this  act  granted  to  said  com- 
pany, shall  cease  and  determine,  and  shall  beeome 
atnolutely  forfeited. 
Approved,  February  2i,  1819. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  ArsAy  when  em- 
ployed on  &tigas  duty. 

Bt  it  enacted^  ^.,  That,  whenever  it  shali  be 
found  expedient  to  employ  the  army  at  work  on 
fortifications,  in  survevs,  in  cutting  roads,  and 
other  constant  labor,  of  not  less  than  ten  days, 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  mosicians,  aud 
privates,  so  employed,  shall  be  allowed  fifteen 
cents,  and  an  extra  gill  of  whiskey  or  spirits,  eaeb, 
per  day,  while  so  employed. 

Approved,  Maivlfc  2, 18i9. 


An  Act  regulating  psssenger  ships  and  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  jf  the  master  or  other 
peraon  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in 
the  whole  or  in  part  by  a  citixeo  or  citisena  of 
the  United  StaM,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  or 
by  a  8ulu«e^  ot  subjects,  citizen  or  oitmeB%  of 
any  foreign  connuy,  shaW,  after  the  first  dey  of 
January  next,  take  on  board  o{  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, at  any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  shi^i  bring  or 
convey  ibto  the  United  States,  or  the  TefviiorieB 
thereof,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place;  ot  sbaU 
carry,^  convey,  or  transport,  from  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  a  greater  number  of  passengers  than 
two  for  every  five  .tons  of  such  ship  or  vessel^ 
aeeording  tO'Cuslom*house  measurement,  every 
such  master,  or  other  person  so  offiendiog,  and 
the  Owner,  or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
severally  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dottnrv,  for  eaek 
and  every  passenger  so  taken  on  board  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  over  and  above  the  aforesaid  nnn^ 
ber  of  two  to  every  five  tons  of  such  slu'p  or  ve»- 
sel;  to  be  recovered  bv  suit,  in  any  circuit  oc 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  where  the 
said,  vessel  may  arrive,  or  where  the  owner  or 
owners  aforesaid  may  reside:  JPravide4,ne9erih^ 
iest.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  taken  to 
apply  to  the  complement  of  men  usually  and 
ordinarily  employed  in  navigating  such  ship  or 

8mo.  2.  And  beitjwiher  enacted^  That  if  the 
number  of  passengers  so  taken  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  or  conveyed  or  brought 
into  the  United  States,  or  transported  therefrom 
as  aforesaid,  shall  exceed  the  ssid  proportion  of 
two  to  every  five  tons  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  by 
the  number  of  twenty  passengers,  in  the  whole, 
every  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  deemed  aad 
taken  to  be*  forfeited  to  Ihe  United  Stnteiiand 
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»hM  be  proseemed  and  disCriboted  m  tb«  sane 
mtiiBer  m  iHiieh  ibe  forfeitares  end  penalties  are 
recovered  and  distribaied  nader  the  proTisioas^of 
the  act,  eotitled  ^  An  act  to  regalate  tlie  eoUec- 
tion  of  d«tfe»oa  imports  and  toaoaffe." 

Sec.  3.  And  be  ii  furiher  enacted  Tbatereiy 
ship  or  ressel  bound  on  a  Toyage  from  the  Unked 
Skates  to  any  port  on  the  continent  of  Barepe,  at 
the  (ime  of  leaving  the  last  port  whence  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  sail,  shall  have  on  boards  well 
seeored  under  deck,  at  least  sixty  gallons  of  water, 
one  hondred  pounds  of  salted  provision^  one  gal- 
lon of  vfnesar,  and  one  hundred  pounds  of  whole- 
some ship  bread,  for  each  and  every  passenger 
-on-  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  over  and  aoeve  such 
other  provisions,  stores,  and  live  stock,  as  may  be 
pot  on  board  by  sacb  master  or  passenger  for 
their  use,  or  that  of  the  crew  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel  I  and  in  like  proportion  for  a  shorter  or  longer 
voyage;  and  if  the  passengers,  on  board  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  proportion  of  provis- 
ions herein  directed  shall  not  have  been  provided, 
ahall  at  any  time'  be  put  on  short  allowance,  in 
water,  flesh,  vinegar,  or  bread,  during  any  voyage 
aforesaid,  the  master  and  owner  of  such  ship  or 
▼essel  shall  severally  pay  to  each  and  every  pas- 
senger who  shall  have  been  put  on  short  aUow- 
aiice  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  for 
Oftch  and  every  day  they  may  have  been  on  such 
short  allowance;  to  be  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  seainen's  wages  are,  or  may  be,  re- 
covered. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted,  That  the 
eaptain  or  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  arri^ng 
in  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Territories 
thereof,  from  any  foreign  place  whatever,  at  the 
same  lime  that  be  delivers  a  manifesr  of  the  ear- 
go,  and,  if  there  be  no  cargo,  then  ai  the  time  of 
making  report  or  entry  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  pur- 
suant to  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States, 
shall  also  deliver  and  report,  to  the  collector  of 
the  district  in  which  euch  ship  or  vessel  shall  ar- 
rive, a  list  or  manifest  of  all  the  passengers  taken 
on  board  of  the  said  skip  or  vessel  at  any  foreign 
port  or  place;  in  which  list  or  manifest  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  master  to  designate,  par- 
ticularly, the  age,  sex,  and  occupation  of  the  said 
paseeagers,  respectively,  the  country  to  which 
they  severally  belong,  and  that  of  which  it  Is  their 
intention  to  become  inhabitaati»j  and  shall  fur- 
ther eel  forth  whether  any,  and  what  number, 
have  died  on  the  voyage ;  which  report  and  man- 
ifest shall  be  sworn  to  by  the  taid  master,  in  the 
eame  manaer  as  Is  directed  by  the  existiflg  laws 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  manifost 
«f  the  cargo;  and  tnat  the  refusal-  or  neglect  of 
the  master  aforesaid,  to  comply  wrth  the  provis- 
ions of  this  section,  shall  iaeiK  the  same  penal- 
ties, disabilities,  and  forfeitures,  as  are  at  present 
jyrovided  for  a  refusal  or  neglect  to  report  and  de- 
liver a  manifest  of  the  cargo  aforesaid. 

Sao.  fi.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  each 
and  every  collector  of  the  customs,  to  whom  such 
manifest  or  list  of  passengers  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  delivered,  shall,  quarter-yearly,  return  copies 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
15th  CoH.  Sd  Sxss.-— Id 


States,  by  whom  scacementf  of  the  same  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  each  and  every  see- 
sion. 
Approved,  March  2,  1819. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  TenitDijr 
tofooira  constitation  and  State  govsmamit,  and 
for  the  admission  of  snch  State  into  the-  Unien  en 
am  equal  footmg  with  the  eriginsl  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  inhabitaota  of  the 
Tenitory  of  Alabama  be,  aitid  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  oonstitutioa 
and  State  government,  and  to  assume  such  name 
as  they  may  deem  proper ;  and  that  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, when  formed  into  a  State^  shall  \fe  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  original  States  in  all  respeeta  whatever. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  in- 
cluded within  the  following  boundaries,  towil: 
Beginning  at  the  point  where  the  thirvy*llrst  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  intersects  the  Perdido  riTel"; 
thence,  eaat,  to  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Qeorgia;  thence,  along  said  line,  to  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  the  Scaee  of  Tentieseee ; 
thence,  west,  along  said  boundary  line,  to  the  Ten- 
nessee rivier;  thence,  ap  the  same,  to  the  mouth 
of  Bear  creek;  thence,  by  a  direct  line,  to  the 
nortbwnst  oomer  of  Whsbiagion  county ;  thence^ 
due  south,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  thence,  east- 
wardly,  inclnding  ail  islands  within  six  leagues 
of  the  shore,  to  the  Perdido  river;  and  thenee, 
op  the  same,  to  the  beginoing. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  JuHhfir  enacted^  ThatitskaU 
be  the  daty  of  the  surveyor  ef  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Tenaesaea, 
and  the  surveyor  of  tho  public  lands  in  the  Ala- 
bama Territory,  to  run  and  cut  out  the  line  4f 
demarcation  betwsen  die  Stato  of  Miseissippl  and 
the  State  to  be  formed  of  the  Alabama  Territorf ; 
and  if  it  abonld  appear  to  said  snrveyoM,  that  so 
auieh  of  eatd  line  designated  in  the  preceding 
section,  running  due  south,  from  the  northwest 
comer  of  Waahi^gton  coun^  to  the  Oulf  of 
Meiieo,  will  onoronch  on  the  counties  of  Wane, 
€keon,  or  Jnckean.  in  said  Sute  of  MieiiSB^ipi, 
then  theaamoehall  be  so  altered  as  to  mn  in  a 
direct  line  kom  the  novthwisst  comer  of  Waah- 
tngtnn  counsy'  so  a  point  on^thn  Guff  of  MasKco, 
lea  miles  east  <^  thn  month  of  the  tirerPaaaa- 
gottin. 

Sw.  4.  Ami  U  UJMker  enacted,  That  all 
white  male  ciiizena  of  tho  United  States,  who 
ahaU  have  atrtved  at  theame  of  twenty-oae  yeaia, 
and  hum  resided  in  said  Terdtory  three  moatha 
prerious  to  the  daf  of  aftection,  and  all  persona 
hnviag,  in  other  respects,  the  legal  qualiicntioaa 
to  vote  for  repeeseatattves  ih  the  Qenoral  Aaaett- 
bly  of  the  said  Territbry,  be,  and  they  nte  hereby, 
anihoriaed  to  choose  represantatires'  to  form  a 
constitution,  who  shall  be  appointed  amoag  the 
several  counties  as  follows : 

From  the  county  of  Madison,  eight  representa- 
tives. 

From  the  oounty  of  Monroe,  four  repiesenth- 
tivas. 
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From  the  coooty  of  Blonoti  throe  repretenta- 
tiTes. 

From  the  connty  of  Limestone,  three  repre- 
ientatires. 

From  the  county  of  Shelby,  two  representa* 
Ufei. 

From  the  eouaty  of  Montgomery,  two  repre- 
■entatiTee. 

From  ,  the  county  of  WashiDgton,  two  repre- 
sentatiTes. 

From  the  eouaty  of  TatealooBa,  two  repre- 
teatatiyes. 

From  the  county  of  La wreaoe,  two  representa- 

tiTCS. 

From  the  county  of  Franklin,  two  repreaenta- 
tives. 

From  the  county  of  Cotaco,  t#o  repretenta- 
tlvec* 

From  the  county  of  Clark,  two  reprenenta- 
tives. 

From  the  county  of  BaMwlo,  one  repreeenta- 
tire. 

From  the  county  of  Cawhauba,  one  repreeent- 
atiTc. 

From  the  county  of  Coneeah,  one  reprceenta- 
tire. 

From  the  county  of  Daliat,  one  reprcsenta- 
tire. 

From  the  county  of  Marengo,  one  representa- 
tiTe. 

From  the  county  of  Marion,  one  repreieata- 
tiTe. 

From  the  county  of  Mobile,  one  feprccenta- 
Utc. 

From  the  county  of  Lauderdale,  one  repreeent- 
atire. 

From  the  county  of  St*  Clair,  one  represenu- 
tifo. 

From  the  county  of  Autauga,  one  repreeent- 
atire.  • 

And  the  election*  for  the  repreeentativee  afore- 
eaid  ehall  be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  and 
Tseiday  in  May  next,  throughout  the  eereral 
eountiet  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall  be  con- 
dueled  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  eame 
regulations,  as  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  said 
Territory,  regulating  elections  therein  for  the 
members  of  the  Houee  of  RepresentatiTes. 

Sno.  5.  Asui\be  it  fiaiher  etiaOedf  That  the 
membem  of  the  eouTention,  thus  duly  elected, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  meet  at 
the  town  of  Huntsrille,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next;  which  obuTention.  when  met^  shall 
first  determine,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber elected,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  expedient,  at 
that  time,  to  form  a  eonstitution  and  State  gor- 
ernment  for  the  people  within  the  said  Territo- 
ry :  And  if  it  be  determined  to  be  expedient,  the 
eonvention  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  aathorixed 
to  form  a  constitution  and  Sute  government: 
Promded,  That  the  same,  when  formed,  shall  be 
republican^  and  not  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  the  ordinance  of  the  thirteenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  be- 
tween the  people  and  Sutes  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  riyer  Ohio,  so  far  as  the  same 


has  been  extended  to  the  said  Territory,  by  the 
articles  of  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  of  the  Constitoiion 
of  the  United  States. 

Seo.6.  Andheit  further enaeUdy  That  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  b^  and  the  sameare  hereby 
offered  to  tne  conyention  of  the  said  Territory  of 
Alabama,  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance 
or  rejectiooi  which,  if  accepted  by  the  conyention, 
shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

First,  That  the  section  numbered  sixteen  in 
eyery  township,  and  when  such  section  has  been 
sold,  granted,  or  disposed  of^  other  lands  equiya* 
lent  thereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  the  same, 
shall  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
ships for  the  use  of  schools. 

Second.  That  all  salt  springs  within  the  said 
Territory,  and  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  same,  together  with  such  other  iandst  as  may. 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  for  working  the  said  salt 
springs,  not  exceedin^^  in  the  whole  the  quantity- 
contained  in  thirty-six  entire  sections,  shall  be 
granted  to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  said  State,  the  same  to  be  used,  Under 
s^ch  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations,  as  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Slate  shall  direct:  PrO" 
viaedf  The  said  Legislature  shall  never  sell,  nor 
lease  the  same  for  a  longer  term  than  ten  years 
at  anjr  one  time. 

Third.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  lands  lying  within  the  said  Territory,  and 
which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  from  aoa  after 
the  firat  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  after  deducting 
all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  reserved 
for  making  public  roads,  canals,  and  improying 
the  navigation  of  rivers,  of  wnich  three-fifihs 
shall  be  applied  to  those  objects  within  the  said 
State^  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature 
thereof,  and  two-fifths  to  the  making  of  a  road  or 
roads  leading  to  the  said  States  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Congress. 

Fourth.  That  thirty-six  sections,  or  one  entire 
township,  to  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  one 
heretofore  reserved  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  re- 
served for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and 
vested  in  the  Leffislatore  of  the  said  State,  to  be 
appropriated  solely  to  the  use  of  such  seminary 
by  the  said  Legislature.  And  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  as  aforesaid, 
may  reserve  the  seventy-two  sections,  or  two 
townships,  hereby  set  apart  for  the  support  .of  a 
seminary  of  learning,  in  small  u^tcts:  Provided^ 
That  no  tract  shall  consist  of  less  than  two  sec- 
tions: Andpramded^  ohoayB,  That  the  said  eon- 
yeniioa  shall  provide,  by  an  ordinance  irrevoca- 
ble without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  people  inhabiting  the  said  Territory  do  agree 
and  declare  that  they  forever  disclaim  all  right 
to  the  waste  or  unappropriated  lands  lying  within 
the  said  Territory ;  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of 
the  United  States;  and  moreover,  that  each  and 
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every  tract  of  land  sold  by  tbe  United  States 
after  the  first  day  of  Ekptember,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  shall  be 
and  remain  exeinjit  from  any  tax  laid  by  the  or- 
der, or  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  whether 
for  State,  county,  township,  parish,  or  any  other 
purpose  whaterer,  for  tbe  term  of  five  years  from 
and  after  the  respective  days  of  the  sales  thereof; 
and  that  the  lands  belonging  to  citizens  of  tbe 
United  States,  residing  within  the  said  State, 
shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than  tbe  lands  be- 
longing to  persons  residing  therein ;  and  that  no 
tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  all  navigable  waters 
within  the  said  State  shall  forever  remain  public 
highways,  free  to  the  citizens  of  said  State  and 
of  the  United  States,  without  any  tax,  dnty,am- 
post,  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the  said  State. 

Sac.  7,  And  be  UJvriher  dnactedj  That  in 
lien  of  a  section  of  land,  provided  to  be  reserved 
for  the  seat  of  government  of  the  said  Territory, 
by  an  act,  entitled  *^An  act  respecting  the  sur- 
veying and  sale  of  tbe  public  lands  in  the  Alaba- 
ma Territory,"  there  be  granted  to  the  said  State, 
for  the  seat  of  the  government  thereof,  a  tract  of 
Iftod  containiiig  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
and  consisting  of  sundry  fractions  and  a  quarter 
section,  in  sectidns  thirty-one  and  thirty^two,  in 
township  sixteen,  and  range  tenr,  and  in  sections 
five  and  six^  in  township  fifteen,  and  range  ten, 
and  in  sections  twenty-nine  and  thirty,  in  the 
same  toiynship  and  range  lying  on  both  sides  of 
the  Alabama  and  Cabawba  rivers,  and  including 
the  mouth  of  the  elver  Cabawba,  and  which  here- 
tofore has  been  reserved  from  public  sale,  by  order 
of  the  President  of  ^he  United  States. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  U  furiker  enacted^  That,  until 
the  next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  the  said 
Slate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representative  inthe 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Staten 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That,  in 
case  the  said  convention  shall  form  a  constitution 
and  State  ffovemment  for  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Alabaiaa,  the  said  convention^  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  be,, shall  cause  a  true  and  attest^ 
ed  copy  of  such  constitution  or  frame  of  govern- 
ment as  shall  be  framed  or  provided,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  for  its  approbation. 

Approved,  March  2, 1819. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  acts  concerning  the 

Coasting  Trade. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That,  for  the  more  conveni- 
ent regulation  of  the  coasting  trade,  the  seacoast 
and  navigable  rivers  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
hereby  are,  divided  into  two  jg^reat  districts:  the 
first,  ^o  include  all  the  districts  on  the  seacoast 
and  navigable  rivers,  betweea  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  the  southern  limits  of 
Georgia  i  and  the  second,  to  include  all  the  dis- 
tricts on  the  seacoast  and  navigable  rivers,  be- 
tween the  river  Perdido  and  the  western  limits  of 
the  United  States. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  U Jurther  enacted,  That  every 
ship  or  vessel,  of  the  burden  oC  twenty  tons  or 


upwards,  licensed  to  trade  between  tbe  difierent 
districts  of  the  United Btates,  shall  be,  and  is  here* 
by,  authorized  to  carry  on  such  trade  betweea 
the  districts  included  within  the  aforesaid  great 
districts,  respectively,  and  between  a  State  in 
one,  and  another  adjoinioe  Stale  in  another 
great  district,  in  manner,  and  subject  only  to  the 
regulations  that  are  now  by  law  required  to  be 
ol»erved  by  such  ships  or  vessels,  in  trading  from 
one  district  to  another  in  tbe  same  State,  or  from 
a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district  in  the  next  ad- 
joining State,  anything  in  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  every 
ship  or  vessel,  of  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  or  up- 
wards, licensed  to  trade  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby,  required,  in  trading  from  one  to  another 
gpreat  district,  other  than  between  a  State  in  one, 
and  an  adjoining  State  in  another  great  district, 
to  conform  to  and  observe  the  regulations  thist,  at 
the  time  of  passing  this  act,  are  required  to  be 
observed  by  such  vessels  in  trading  from  a  dia- 
trtct  in  one  State  to  a  district  in  any  other  than 
an  adjoining  State. 

Sco.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaded^  That  the 
trade  between  the  districts  not  included  in  either 
of  the  two  great  districts  aforesaid,  shall  continue 
to  be  carri^  on. in  the  manner,  and  subject  to  the 
regulations  already  provided  for  this  purpose. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  .this 
act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  af* 
ter  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next  after  the  paaa- 
iog  thereof. 

Approved,  March  2, 1619. 


An  Act  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  Ooverament 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Teiritory  of  Missouri* 

Beit  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
fourih  day  of  July  next,  all  that  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  which  lies  south  of  a  line  begin- 
ning on  the  Mississippi  river,  at  thirty-six  degrees 
north  latitude,  running  thence  west  to  the  riverSi;. 
Francois;  thence,  up  the  same,  to  thirty-six  de- 
grees thirty  mijiutes  north  latitude;  and  thence, 
west,  to  tbe  westerly  boundary  line;  shall,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  territorial  government,  constitute  a 
separate  Territory,  and  be  called  the  Arkanaae 
Territory. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  established  in  the  said  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, a  temporary  government,  to  consist  of 
three  departments,  the  Executive, the  Legislative, 
and  the  Judiciary. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  fwriher  enacted.  That  the 
executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Qovernor. 
who  shall  reside  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  during  three  years,  unless  sooner 
removed  by  tbe  President  of  the  United  States : 
he  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  militia 
of  said  Territory,  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
and  commission  all  officers  required  by  law  to 
be  appointed  for  said  Territory,  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  this  act ; 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  eze« 
cuted ;  shall  have  power  to  grint  pardons  for 
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oileoMs  BgMiist  the  taid  Territorjr,  tad  repmrcs 
for  lho86  M aiost  the  Uoited  States,  until  the  de- 
eitioD  of  tbe  PresideDt  t hereon  shall  have  been 
■lade  known ;  shall,  on  eztraordinarf  oeeasions, 
ktve  power  to  convene  the  Gkneral  Astembljr, 
bereinafter  provided  for,  after  one  shall  have  been 
organized  in  eonfomity  to  law  ;  shall,  ez  oflieio, 
be  anperintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  shall 
have  such  other  powers,  and  pofform  saeb  for- 
tiMr  dotifes,  as  are  by  law  aiven  to,  and  impoaed 
on,  the  Governor  of  the  Miesoiiri  Territory,  in 
all  cases  in  which  they  shall  beconie  legally  ap- 
plicable to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  U  further  muuted.  That  there 
abali  be  a  secretary  lor  tlM  said  Territory,  who 
shall  reside  therein,  and  continue  in  ofliee  for  the 
Itrn  of  four  years,  unless  sooner  reoioved  by  tke 
President:  he  shall  perform  all  the  duties  is- 
poeed  on  the  secretary  for  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
aouri,  by  an  act  of  Coogreatof  thefoonb  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
provjdtag  for  the  governoMiit  of  Missouri.'' 

Sao.  6.  And  be  Uharthgr  enoeted,  That  the 
legislative  power  shall,  until  the  oifanintion  of- 
the  General  Assembly,  hereinafter  jprbvided  for, 
be  vested  in  the  Governor  and  the  ludgesof  the 
aaperior  eoort  of  the  Territory,  who  shall  have 
^wer  to  pass  any  law  for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  said  Terriiory,  which  shall  aoibe  re* 
pvgnant  to  this  act,  or  Uieonsistent  with  tlie  Con- 
stitution of  tho  United  States:  Prtmdid,  That 
whenever  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  orgaa- 
ized.  alt  the  legislative  power  of  the  Territory 
shall  be  vested  in,  and  be  exercised  by,  the  laid 
General  Assembly. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  fourth  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  for  the  fforernment  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,"  as  relates  to  the  organization 
Uf  a  Gkneral  Assembly  therein,  prescribes  the 
^wers  and  privileges  thereof,  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion, and  oeriod  of  service,  of  th^  members  there- 
of, and  defines  the  qualifications  and  privileges  of 
the  electors  and  elected,  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
operation  In  the  Arkansas  Territory,  to  the  ez- 
lent  of  its  application,  so  soon  as  the  Governor 
thereof  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  is  the  desire  of 
a  majority  of  freeholders  thereof,  and  not  until 
then :  Frovkted,  That,  until  there  shall  be  five 
thousand  free  white  males,  of  the  age  of  tweniy- 
one  years  and  npwards,  resident  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, the  whole  number  of  representatives  shall 
not  exceed  nine. 

Sno.  7.  Andbeitjuriherenaetedf  That  the  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  Territory  shall  be  vested  in 
a  superior  court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Territory  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  institute  and  establish,  and  in  jus- 
tices of  the  peace.  The  superior  court  shall  be 
composed  of  three  judges,  who  shall  reside  in  the 
Terriiory,  and  continue  in  office  for  the  term  of 
four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. The  superior  court  shall  have  juribdiotion 
in  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  and  ezclusive 
eognitance  of  all  capital  cases,  and  ahali  have 


and  ezeicise  original  jurisdiction,  concarrently 
with  the  inferior  courts,  and  exclusive  appellate 
jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases  in  which  the  amount 
in  controversy  shall  be  one  hundred  dotlars  or 
upwards.  Tlie  superior  coott  shall  be  holden  at 
such  times  and  place,  or  places,  as  the  legi^tive 
department  shall  direct,  and  continue  in  session 
until  the  business  therein  shall  be  dispoaed  of,  or 
as  long  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law :  Provided, 
That  any  two  of  the  judges  shall  constitute  a 
court  of  sppelbite,  and  any  one  a  court  of  origi* 
nal  jurisdictipo. 

Sao.  8.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted.  That  tJie 
Governor,  secretary,  judges, and  all  other  officers 
of  the  Territory,  civil  and  military,  shall,  before 
they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  Respective  offices, 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  sopport  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Statea,  and  to  discharge, 
with  fidelity,  the  duties  of  their  offioes ;  the  Gov- 
ernor, before  a- judge  of  the  sopreaw  or  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  a  judge  of  the  an- 
perior  court  of  the  said  Territory ;  the  secretary 
and  judges,  before  the  said  Governor,  or  a  judge 
of  the  Bapreme  or  distriet  eoort  of  the  united 
States;  and  all  other  oflicers,  before  the  Gov- 
eraor,  or  aay  of  the  judges  of  the  aupreme  or  in- 
ferior eeurts,  or  justices  of  said  Territory. 

Sno.  9.  And  be  UJwiher  enaded,  That  the 
Governor,  secretary,  and  judges  of  the  superior 
court  anthorized  for  said  Territory,  daring  the 
temporary  government  thereof^  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Siatc»,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Seimte:  Pramded, 
That  the  President  ehaU  have  foU  power,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  commission  all  or  any 
of  the  said  officers^  until  the  end  of  the  session  of 
Congress  next,  succeeding  the  date  of  the  com- 
natssioo.  The  Governor,, secretary,  and  judges 
of  the  superior  court,  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
peasation,  payable  quarterly  early,  which  the 
Governor,  secretary, and  superior  judges,  of  the 
Missouri  Territory,  are  entitled  to  by  kw. 

Sno.  10.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enwted,  That  all 
the  laws  which  shall  be  in  force  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  en  the  fourth  day  of  July  nezt,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  tots  act,  and 
which  shall  be  applicaole  to  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, shall  be,  and  eontiane,  in  force  in  the  \uu 
ter  Territory,  until  modified  or  repealed  by  the 
legislative  authority  thereof. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
bounty  lands  granted,  or  bereaf^r  to  be  granted, 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  shall, 
while  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  patentees 
or  their  heirs,  remain  exefnpt  from  all  tazes,  for 
the  term  of  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of 
the  patents,  respectively. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
peof^e  of  the  Arkansas  Territory  shall  have  a 
right  to  elect  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  their  General  Assembly,  they  shall 
also  have  the  right  to  elect  a  Delegate  from  the  said 
Territory  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States^ 
who  shall  possess  the  same  powers,  enjoy  the 
tame  privileges,  and  receive  the  same  compensa- 
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tioB,  grafttei  and  seeorcd  by  kw  fo  the  Delegates 
from  other  Territories* 

Sfio.  13.  And  he  it  Jwiher  eaaded,  Tliat,  until 
otherwise  directed  by  the  legislatire  departmeot 
of  ttie  Slid  Territory  of  Arkaasas.  the  seat  of  tfa^ 
Territorial  goTernment  thereof  shall  be  the  post 
of  AilsaDsas.  on  the.  Arkansas  river* 

Brno.  14.  And  be  ii  Jwriher  enadad.  That  the 
line  Slow  estmbiished,  bj  kiw,  between  the  hind 
offices  at  the  seat  of  justice  i«  the  conntv'  of  Law- 
rence, and  at  the  tewnof  Jackson,  in  toe  county 
of  Cape  CUrardeaU)  shall,  from  ana  after  the  pas* 
sage  of  this  act,  be  so  altered  as  to  ran,  be  the 
same,  and  correspond  with  the  northern  line  of 
the  said  Territory  of  Arkansas,  anything  in  the 
act,  entitled  **An  act  making  prorision  for  the 
estaUtshment  of  additional  land  offices  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  passed  the  seventeenth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  to  the  contrary  notwithstatidiog. 

Approved,  March  2, 1819. 


An  Act  anthoiiBing  the  Postmaster  Gaaend  to  eon* 
tract,  S8  in  other  esses,  for  oan^iag  the  Bail  in 
steamboats,  between  New^Qrleaas,  ia  the  State  of 
Trf>nisiena»  and  Lonisville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Be  U  emtcied,  fc.,  That  the  Postmaster  Qen- 
eral  may,  and  he  is  herehy,  aathorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  stettai- 
boats,  between  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kail- 
tacky,  for  any  term  of  time,  not  exceeding  four 
years  in  any  one  contract,  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  he  lawfully  may,  for  the  carriage  of 
it  by  iand ;  but  the  whole  expense  of  seading  the 
Hiail  in  steamboats  shall  net  exceed  thai. of  tmns- 
mitting  the  same  by  land« 

Approved,  March  2, 1819L 


An  Ael  making  appioiQriations  for  the  sofpeet  of  Gov- 
emment  fin  the  yesr  one  thonsaiid  ei^t  haodsed 
and  nineteen. 

Be  it  enacted^  fe,,  That  the  fellowtog  sums 
be^  and  the  same  sre  focteby,  respeetivety  appro- 
priated ;  that  is  to  say: 

Pot  compensattoa  mnted  bylaw  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendantSi  three  hnndred"  aad 
sixty  thoosand  and  tea  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  irewood,  stationery,. print- 
ing, and  other  contingent  expenses,  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-two  thoonaod' dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  LtbMry  of  Congress, 
inciading  the  Librarian's  allowaoee,  one  thou- 
sand nfi&e  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Um« 
ted  States,  twenty-five  thousand  dolkaca. 

For  eompensaiion  to  the  Vice  President  ef  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  eoeapeasatten  to  the  clerks  ia  the  DeiiaTt- 
ment  of  Stats,  per  aet  of  twentieth  April,  eigh*- 


teen  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  clerk  hire,  to  cover  expeoses  ef 
copying,  in  the  Department  of  ^ State,  one  thoifr* 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
the  said  Department,  including  expenses  of  print- 
ing and  distributing  copies  of  jhe  Laws  of  the 
second  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  and  print- 
ing the  laws  in  newspapers,  twenty-four  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengets  in  said 
<Aee,  including  the  messeoffer  to  the  Patent  of- 
fice, six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  oflke  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twenti* 
eth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  coropensatioa  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation'  tt>  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  First  Comptroller,  per  aet  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigk» 
teen,  seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Mtj 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dt>llars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars^ 

For  compensation  to  the  elerks  in  said  offie^ 
per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen,  twelve  thonsand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  eompensatioo  to  the  messenger  in  mid 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  offiea 
of  the  First  Auditor,  per  act ^of  iwencieth  Apdi 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  mesaenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

Forcompensation  to  the  Second  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  per  Mt  of  twentieth  April, 
eighteen  hundM  and  eighteen,  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars* 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  coaopensation  to  the  Third  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  eompensaiion  to  the  elerks  in  the  Third 
Auditot's  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eigh*> 
teen  hundred  and  eighteen,  thirty^seven  thousaod 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  mid 
office,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollaie. 
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For  compenMtioQ  to  the  clerks  in  the  Foorth 
Auditor's  office,  per  net  of  twentieth  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  ano  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Fifth 
Auditor's  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand  five 
i^undred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
-  For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Treasu- 
rer's office,  per  act  of  twentieth  Ap^ril,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  fire  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  additional  clerk  hire,  being  for  an  arrear- 
age of  pay  to  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk  in 
said  office^  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  a  further  allowance  for  clerk  hire,  being 
for  the  salary  of  said  assistant,  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundrea  and  nineteen,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  com|iensation  to  an  additional  clerk  in 
said  office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenf^er  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty«two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  eompansation  to  the  clerks  in  said  com- 
missioner's offioeL  per  act  of  twentieth  ^pril, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensatieto  to  the  clerks  in  the  Regis- 
ter's office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  including  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars  for 
stamping  ships'  registers,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  imtrans- 
mitling  passports  and  sea-letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  printing,  fuel,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  in  the  several  offices  therein,  forty 
thousand  and  fiftjr  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  and  two 


watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the 
Treasury  buildinffs,  and  for  repairs  of  engines, 
hose,  and  fire-buckets,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  eompensatioQ  to  the  SecreUry  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  leigh teen,  twenty-five  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  office,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  of  contingent  expenses  in  said 
office,  prior  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  his 
assistants  in  said  office,  seven  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  Qenera), 
two  thousand  ^ve  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Paymas- 
ter General's  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  nine  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  arrearages  to  the  clerks  in  said  office,  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  nine 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stattooery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  office/  two 
thousand  dol&rs. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  AdjutsDt  General,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  ta  the  office  of 
the  fidgineer  Department,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and  other  eoa- 
tingent  expenses  of  said  oflke,  oae  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of^  the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
three  hundred  and  sevei^ty-four  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  eight  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses,  in  said  office,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  Che 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars* 
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Fer  compensttion  to  their  feecretarf ,  two  thoo- 
sand  dollan. 

For  Gompensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  coaniniasioners,  per  act  of  twentieth  April 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteeD|  three  thonsand 
fire  hnodred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  an  addition  to  the  allowance  of  clerk  hire 
in  said  office,  foar  thonsand  dollars. 

For  compHensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  Co  a  superintendent,  4tnd 
two  watchmen,  and  for  other  expenses  incurred 
for  the  seeuritf  of  the  State,  War,  and  Navf 
Depariments,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 
For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty- 
two  thousand  seren  hundred  dollars. 

Fov  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  the 
General  Post  Office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  second  Assistant  Post- 
master General,  two  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  General 
Post  Office,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Sarreyor  General, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

Por  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Snrreyor  General,  two  thousand  onchon- 
dted  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surreyor  south  of 
Teanessee,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeosion  to  the  clerks  in  his  office,  and 
for  contingent  expenses,  one  thonsand  seren  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surrejror  in  the  State 
of  Illinois  and  the  Missouri  Territory,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per  act  of  third 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  two  tbou- 
aand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surreror  in  the  Ala- 
hams  Territory,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  one  thoosand 
^ye  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Public  Buildings  at  Washington,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
yie  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wiges  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent operations  of  the  Mint,  ten  thousand  and 
serenty-fire  dollars. 

For  repairs,  cost  of  iron  and  machinery,  rents, 
and  other  contingent  expenses,  of  the  Mmt,  fire 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  of  wasteage  in  the  gold  and  sil- 

rer  coinage  of  the  Mint,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gorerkior,  Judges, 


and  Secretary,  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seren 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  add  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gorernor.  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  seren 
thoosand  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  aoUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gorernor^  Judges, 
and  S'ecretarr,  of  the  Michigan  Temtory,  six 
thoosand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  claims  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  Ciril  Depart* 
ment,  not  otherwise  prorlded  for,  as  shall  hare 
been  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Asso* 
ciate  Judges,  and  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  chief  justice  and  associate 
judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  serenty-fire 
thousand  nine  hundred  abd  fourteen  dollars  and 
twenty-eight  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thonsand  fire  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensntion  to  his  clerk|  per  act  of  twen- 
tieth April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  his  office,  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  snndry  district  attorneys 
and  marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  sereral  Territories,  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensjltion  to  the  reporter  of  the  deof« 
sions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales^ 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
b^  the  late  and  present  Gorernments,  two  thon* 
sand  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  doe  to  certain 
collectors  or  the  old  internal  rerenne,  pursuant 
to  the  prorisions  of  the  act  of  thirteenth  of  Febrn^ 
ary,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thoo* 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  sapport  of  light* 
houses,  beacons,  baoys,  and  public  piers,  stakeage 
of  ohannels,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  the  pu»> 
chase  and  transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries 
repairs,  and  improrements,  and  cbntinffent  ex^ 
penscs,  and  including,  also,  balances  of  former 
appropriations  for  Sarannahjirer.  Lake  Erie,  and 
Little  Gull  Island,  which  were  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  the  thirty-first  of  December  last| 
seren ty-foor  thonsand  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  dollars  twenty-seren  cents. 

For  the  purchase  or  erection  of  cnstom-hoasea 
and  public  warehouses,  one  hundred  thoosani 
dollars. 

For  claims  dae,  and  becoming  doe,  under  ex- 
isting contracts  for  constructing  the  United 
States'  road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  rirer 
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lw«  Jtaa^red  aad  fifty  Uioumd  doUmfi  Md  for 
completing  the  said  road,  tJie  sum  of  twahoAdred 
«ftd  eif  h^-fiTO  thotttond  doUan :  whieb  fieverai 
•ami,  hereby  appropriated,  together  with  the 
•naowit  heretoAirf  adviDted  by  the  United  States 
foff  nakiog  iaid  road,  abaJi  be  repaid  ottt  of  the 
fuod  reserved  forlairiar  ontaad  aiakiog  reads  to 
tJie  States  of  Ohio,  looiaiia,  as4  Illiaois,  by  rir- 
tiie  of  the  several  aals  for  the  adnussioii  of  iho 
aforeaaid  8ta4as  into  the  Vnio^ 

For  sarvayiTig  the  pabiia  lands  of  tha  United 
States,  one  hundred  and  sixty  tho«sftnd  doliafs. 

For  espenses  Attandiag  tha  oaeapaney  of  liie 
new  Executive  buildings,  iooludiog  Aiel,  furai- 
lure,  and  other  ineideatal  axpaaaes,  twaoty-thaee 
thottsand  two  hundred  a«d  nineiy-seven  doUais 
iftjr*nij>e  cents. 

For  covering  with  slate  ihe  two  Sxeautive 
buildings  now  occupied  by  the  Staia,  Treftsury^ 
War  and  Navy  Deparimeats,  ten  thousand  dol- 
lara. 

For  the  discharge  of  snch  aaiaoallaneoas  olaiosa 
agftinat  the  United  Butes,  not  otherwise  provided 
fbr,  as  shaM  have  been  admitted  in  due  courae  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  six  thousaad  dollars. 

For  additional  oaropensation  allowed  to  Ibe 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  S«)>erintendeat  of  In- 
dian Trade,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteen 
hofldied  rad  eighieen,  four  haAdnd  and  fifty 
doUais* 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  ia  the  office  of 
the  Oommisssry  QeBcral  of  Porchaaes,  two  ifacn- 
sand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  cempensanten  lo  tiie  messenger  in  said 
office^  three  hueded  end  sixty  doUam. 

For  ezpeeae  of  fuel,  suUooery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  office,  nine 
hmndred  and  thirty  dolhira. 

F-off  allowance  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  Qeneral  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollara.. 

For  the  oontingenl  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
Uwmsaad  seven  bandied  doUars. 

For  salaries  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  t*  Loadoa,  Pans.  St«  Petersburff,  Rio 
JaneiiA,  and  Madrid,  with  the  salaries  d  their 
sevcEld  Secretaries  otLei^tiMi,  and  theealary  of 
a  Charge  des  Affiiires.at  the  Hague  aadatStock* 
holm,  and  fbr  the  usual  allowance  of  three 
aaoaUis'  salary  to  the  Minister  at  Stockholm,  pay- 
able on  hie  return  home,  sixty-six  thoasand.two 
hnadred  and  ihj  doliacs. 

Far  outfit  for  a  Miniater  Plenipotentiary  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  Madrid,  and  also  for  the  Charge  des 
AfiTaJaes  at  London,  the  Hs^aci  and  Stockholm, 
tburty-one  thousand  five  lumdrea  dollars. 

For  t^  contingent  exnensts  of  the  missions 
aforeaaid,  tea  thousand  dollars. 

For  aeeficieBey  in  theappvopriatioos  of  former 
years,  for  the  payment  of  expensea  on  iereign  in- 
tercourse, including  losses  on  drafts,  and  the  dif- 
feeeace  of  exchange,  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  contiogeat  expenaes  of  iateroourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreiga  natioos, 
thiiiy  theasaad  doUarsb 


Far  the  espaaaea  of  iaiaffcearae  with  the  Bar- 
barv  Powers,  forty-two  thousand  dollata. 

Far  the  expenaea,  during  the  preaeai  year,  lor 
carrying.  int«  efiect  the  fifth,  sixtk,  and  aeventh^ 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  peaee,  concladed  with 
His  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  Mth  day  of  De- 
cember, qne  thoaaaad  eight  han^d  and  fourteen, 
including  the  compensatiea  of  the  commiasioQ- 
era,  agenia  and  sarveyors,  and  their  contingent 
expenses,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

F*or  the  salariea  of  the  agents  for  daiasa  on  ac- 
count of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen,  nt  Landea^ 
and  at  Paris,  four  thousand  dollars* 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  Amerioaa  aeaoMa 
ia  foreiga  coootries,  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  cost  of  ^per,  engraving,  and  printing  eer- 
tificatea  of  registry,  and  lists  of  oiews  for  veesela 
of  the  United  States,  per  provisions  of  the  act  of 
third  March,  eighieen  handred  aad  thirteen  five 
thottsaad  dollars* 

To  indema»fy  the  insurera  of  the  British  shi]^ 
Brio  de  Mar,  taken  end  burnt  by  the  Peacock, 
after  the  period  fixed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  for 
the  termination  of  hostilities  beftween  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, fif* 
teen  thousand  dollars* 

For  the  aecoad  oayment  to  John  TrnmbnlK  lor 
paintings,  Mrreeanly  to  his  contract  with  tiie 
Secretary  oflStale,  nwde  ia  pursuance  of  a  raao« 
iution  of  Congress,  of  the  sixth  of  February^ 
eighteen  handred  and  aeveiKeen^  bIk  tlioaeand 
dollars* 

To  indemnify  the  owners  and  underwriters  of 
the  British  ship  Union,  Captain  Robert  Hail, 
lakea  and  barnt  by  the  Amerioaa  shin  of  war 
Peacock,  after  the  period  fixed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  for  the  termination  of  hostilities  betweea 
Che  United  .States  and  Great  Britaia  aadlier  de- 

Sendencies,  sixty-one  thottaand  four  hundsad  and 
fty-oae  dollars. 

For  enabling  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary  to 
repay  to  John  G.  Brown,  of  New  Bruaovick,  the 
aaaottnt  of  a  Ibrfeitore  remitted  by  Mr.  DsJIaa, 
while  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury,  a  sum  not  ex-^ 
ceeding  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollnra, 
shall  be,  aad  the  same  is  henebyj  appropriaited. 

For  caorviag  into  effisct  a  resolution  dkectiag 
a  survey  or  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North 
Caroliaa,  paaed  December  the  twcaty-fonrih, 
one  thousand  eight  huaded  and  eighteen,  the  sum 
of  five  thoaaand  doiiarr  shall  be,  and  tha  name  is 
hereby,  appropriated. 

Sna  3.  And  be  itjurlher  eaaded,  That  the 
several  .appropriations,  hereinbefore  mad^  shall 
be  paid,  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six 
hundred  thousand  doUara,  reaerved  by  the  act 
"  making  proviaioa  fbr  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,"  aad  out  of  any  meaeya  not  otherwise  ap«^ 
proprtased* 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Phebs  Stnast. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
he,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  on  the  pen- 
sion list,  Phebe  Stuart,  widow  of  James  Staart, 
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dwwatdi  oader  th#  proviiioiift  tS  urn  Mt,  pMvd 
the  sizleentb  day  of  April,  one  thousand  etgltf 
kvadfed  and  aixtMB,  mayof  pt^rmuk  lor  the 
mdows  and  orpha^t  4>f  the  miliiia  who  had  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Afprored,  Uueh  3^  1819. 


An  Aet  in  liehalf  of  tke  Gonnectieiit  Aiyhim  for 

ihe  Deaf  sttd  Dumb. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  there  be  granted  to 
the  Coonecticot  Asylum  for  the  edocatioD  and 
instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  a  township 
of  land,  or  a  tract  of  la^id  equal  thereto,  to  be  lo- 
cated, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  Uacts  of  not  less  than  four  entire 
sections  each,  in  any  of  the  unlocated  lands  of 
the  United  States  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished ;  which  land  shall  be  and  foi- 
e?er  remain  to  the  use  of  said  asylum,  for  the  ed- 
ucation antl  instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons; 
OT^  if  said  asylum  shall  sell  said  land,  which  they 
are  authorized  to  do,  the  oioney  arising  from  such 
sale  shall  be  and  remain  forever  to  the  same  use. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  extending  the  term  of  half*pay  pensions  to  the 
widowe  and  children  of  certain  officers,  seamen,  and 
■larinee,  who  died  in  the  public  perTioe. 

Be  it  eoackdj  f  c,  That,  in  all  cases  where 

J  TO  vision  has  been  made  by  law  for  five  years 
alf-pay  to  the  widows  and  children,  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  who  were  killed  in  baUle, 
or  dtcA  of  wo«nds  received  in  battle,  or  who  died 
in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  Imt-e  war,  the  said  provision  shall  be  continued 
for  the  additional  term  of  five  years,  to  commence 
at  the  end  of  the  first  term  of  five  years,  in  each 
case,  respectively,  making  the  provision  equal  to 
ten  years  half-pay :  which  shall  be  paid  in  the 
manner,  and  out  of  the  fund,  heretofore  designated 
by  law;  and  the  said  peoaiona  shall  also  cease  for 
the  reasons  naentionea  in  the  said  law. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Aing  and  others* 

Be  it  enactedf  f  c,  That  the  act  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  enpigti,  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  Unitea  States,  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  shall  be  oonstroeu 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  on 
the  pension  list  Jonathan  Riug,  a  soldier  in  the 
Rerolntioaary  war,  now  inaaae,  of  the  date  of 
the  11th  dur  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, and  that  the  receipt  of  Hannah  Ring,  his 
wife,  during  his  insanity,  shall  be  sufficient  for 
the  i>ension  allowed  by  the  said  act. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
said  aet  shall  be  also  construed  to  aathorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  place  on  the  pension  list  John 
Frink,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  now 
inaaae,  of  the  date  of  the  first  of  May,  eighteen 
handred  and  eighteen,  and  that  the  receipt  of  Lu* 


tber  Friak,  hia  aoe,  shaU  be  anaeiant  for  the  nea- 
sioo  allowed  by  the  said  aet. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  Tluit  the 
said  act  shall  be  also  consuued  to  aathorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  place  on  the  pension  list 
Abraham  Edwards,  a  mariner  in  the  Revolution- 
arywar,  now  insane,  of  the  date  of  the  first  of 
Jiily,  eigfateen  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  Joseph  Edwards,  his  son,  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  pension  allowed  by  this  act. 

Seg.  4.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted,  That  the 
said  act  shall  be  also  construed  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  place  ov  the  pension  list 
Thoiaaa  Lucas,  a  aoldier  in  the  Revolmiooary 
war,  trow  insane,  of  the  date  of  thefoorteenth  of 
Jairoary,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  an4  that 
the  receipt  of  the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Lucas, 
or  his  guardian,  shall  be  sufficient  fbr  the  pension 
allowed  by  the  said  aet. 

Approved,  March  3,  1819. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  ^  laws  of 
the  United  SUtes  withia  the  State  of  Hfinois. 

Be  it  enacted^  fe.,  That  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  which  ate  not  locally  inapplicable, 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the 
State  of  Illinois  as  elsewhere  within  the  United 
States. 

Sec  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  be  one  district,' and  be  called  the 
Illinois  district.  And  a  district  court  shall  be  held 
therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge,  who  shall  reside 
in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  a  district  judge. 
He  shall  hold  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
said  State  two  sessions  annually,  on  the  first  Mon- 
days in  May  and  December  ^  and  he  shall  in  all 
things  have  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers  which  were  by  law  given  to  the 
judge  of  the  Kentuckv  district,  under  an  act,  en- 
tilled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States.**  He  shall  appoint  a  clerk  fi)r 
the  said  district,  who  shall  reside  and  keep  the 
records  of  the  court  at  the  place  of  holding  the 
same^  and  shall  receive  for  the  services  performed 
bv  him  the  same  iee»  to  which  the  clerk  of  the 
Kentucky  district  is  entitled  iot  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  judge  of  the  said  district 
court  the  annual  compensation  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, to  be  paid  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

Sbo.  4*  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district  a  person 
learned  in  the  law  to  act  as  attorney  for  the  Uhi- 


Vices. 


Sao.  &  And  be  U farther  ena^ied^  That  a  mar* 
shai  be  appointed  for  the  teid  district,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  sobject  to. the  same 
regulations  and  penalties^  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  fees,  as  are  prescribed  to  marshals  in  other 
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districts ;  and  shall.  moreoYer,  be  entitled  to  the 
snm  of  two  hundred  dollars  annaalljr,  as  a  com- 
pensation  for  all  extra  serTices. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
anthorize  the  Preaiaent  and  Managera  of  the  Wash* 
ington  Taropike  Company  of  the  State  of  Maiyland, 
when  organised,  to  extend  and  make  the  turnpike 
road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  Ae  Diatriot  of  Co- 
lumbia, through  the  said  District,  to  the  line  thereot 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  law  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  make 
a  turnpike  road  from  tae  line  of  the  District  of 
Columoia,  where  it  crosses  the  post  road  lead- 
ing from  Ueorgetown  to  Fredericxtown,  through 
Montgomery  and  Frederick  counties,  to  Freder- 
icktowo,"  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  to  be,  in  full  force  within  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Approved,  March  3^  1819.    v 


An  Act  to  alter  an^  establiah  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c«,  That  the  following  post 
roads  be^  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued-— 
that  is  to  say : 

From  Brunswick,  by  Topsham,  to  Starbird's 
corner,  in  Bowdoin,  in  Maine. 

From  Plymouth,  by  Carver  and  Plvmpton,  to 
Middleborough,  and  from  Medford  to  Reading,  in 
Massachusetts. 

From  Wortbington  to  Urbana,  in  Ohio. 

From  Hagerstown,  in  Maryland,  to  McConnels- 
town,  in  Pennsylvania. 

From  Currituck  Courthouse  to  Knott's  Island, 
in  North  Carolina. 

SjBc.2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing be  established  post  roads — that  is  to  say : 

InNev)  Bampehire — From  Sanborntown  bridge, 
through  Qilmantown,  by  the  house  of  Judge  Bad- 

Ser  and  New  Durham  bridge  to  the  post  office  in 
'arming  ton. 

From  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  Med- 
ford, Andover,  and  Londonderry  turnpike  roads, 
and  over  Isle  of  Hookset  bridge,  to  Concord,  in 
New  Hampshire. 

From  Bartlett,  in  New  Hampshire,  to  Fryeborg, 
in  Maine. 

From  Warner,  by  Sutton  and  New  London, 
to  Stickney's  Inn,  in  Springfield. 

From  Washington,  by  Leinster  and  Unity,  to 
Claremont. 

From  Concord,  in  Rockingham  county,  by 
London,  Pitlsfield,  Gilmanton  Iron-works,  Alton, 
and  Wolfesborough,  to  Tufionborough. 

From  Franconia,  by  Littleton  viflage,  to  Lit- 
tleton bridge. 

In  Fcrmonr— That  the  post  road  from  Danville 
to  Lancaster  pass  by  Littleton  bridge. 

From  Barnet,  by  Waterford  village,  at  Mann's 
store,  to  Concord. 

From  Jamaica,  by  Winhall,  to  Manchester. 


From  Richford  to  Beilnhire^  in  the  camty  of 

Franklin. 

hi  Afatne— From  Freepnort,  by  Little  River 
village,  in  Lisbon,  to  Starbird's  corner,  in  Bow- 
doin. 

That  the  post  road  from  Parsooafield  to  I^ng- 
ham  pass  by  Porter  bridge. 

That  the  poet  road  from  Portland  to  Fryebaig 
pass  by  Bridgetown  and  Denmark. 

In  MoMBcuhutette^'Ftoxa  the  south  parish  of 
Bridge  water,  by  the  Four  Corners,  in  Middlebo- 
rough, to  New  Bedford. 
.  From  Williamstowo  to  Hancock. 

From  the  house  of  Thomas  B.  Harrab,  in 
Plvmpton,  by  Carver,  to  Wareham. 

From  Worcester,  by  West  Boylston,  Westmin- 
ster, and  Ghirdner,  to  Templeton. 

From  Falley's  cross-roads,  in  Chester,  by  Nor- 
wich  and  Westhampton,  to  Northampton. 

From  Concord,  by  Harvard,  Shirley,  Lunen- 
burg, Fitchburg,  and  Ashbumham,  to  TVinchen- 
don. 

From  Worcester,  by  West  Boylston.  Princeton, 
Westminster,  and  Gardner,  to  Templeton. 

From  the  head  of  Accushnet  river  to  the  Til- 
lage of  Fairhaven. 

In  Connectieut^Frooi  Winstead,  by  Colebrook 
central  meeting-house,  Sandisford,  and  Otis  west 
meetiog-house  mad  Tynaghaaif  to  Stockbridge, 
in  Massachusetts. 

From  Colchester,  by  Hebron,  Andover,  and 
Coventry,  to  Tolland. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Windham  and  HamptoOy 
to  Woodstock. 

From  Litchfield,  by  Goshen,  Kast  street,  to 
Norfolk. 

In  New  York — From  Albany,  by  Spencer* 
town,  to  Sheffield,  in  Massachusetts. 

From  Troy,  on  the  Hoosick  road,  by  Bruns- 
wick, Grafton,  and  Peterisburg,  to  WuliamstowD, 
in  Massachusetts. 

From  the  city  of  Schenectady  to  Utica,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river. 

From  Cherry  Valley,  by  Long  Patent,  West- 
ford,  and  Decatur,  to  Worcester. 

From  Great  Bend,  Pennsylvania,  by  Harmony 
and  Windsor,  to  Deposit. 

From  Troy,  by  Brunswick  and  Greenbush,  to 
Sand  Lake. 

From  Cambridge,  by  Hoosick,  Petersburg,  Ber- 
lin, and  Stephentown,  to  Lebanon. 

From  Waterford,  by  Orange,  to  Ballston. 

From  Pine  Plains,  on  the  Ulster  and  Delaware 
turnpike,  to  North  Amenia. 

From  Waterloo  to  Port  Glasgow,  by  Clyde 
village,  town  of  Galen. 

From  the  village  of  Peekskill,  by  Crompond, 
to  Somerstown,  in  the  county  of  West  Chester. 

From  South  Nunda,  by  McClure's  to  Bllicott- 
ville,  in  the  county  of  Cataraugus. 

In  NewJereey — From  Newton,  in  Sussex cooa- 
ty,  by  Stillwater,  Marksboroogh,  Butt's  bridge, 
to  Columbia  glass  manufactory, on  the  Delaware 
river. 

From  Baskenridge,  by  Liberty  Corner,  to 
Doughty's  milla^  in  Morris  county. 
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From  tbe  ciij  of  New  York,  aoroas  StateD 
Island,  by  the  Richmood  and  Woodbridge  turn- 
pike roads,  to  New  Brooswick. 

In  FenfwyZvonu^— From  FaDaetabarg,iD  Frank* 
lin  coQDtf,  by  MifflintowD,  McAUittertown,  and 
StroapBtowD,  to  Selhisgroye. 

From  New  Bedford  to  New  Castle. 

That  the  mail  from  Cbamfoersbarg  to  Hao- 
lioatoD,  retarn  by  Trough  Greek,  Three  Bprtogs 
VaTley,  and  Fort  LittletoiK  to  the  Barnt  CabiDs. 

From  A I  lento  WD,  by  McKeansbarg,  Orwigs- 
bnrg,  and  Hamburg,  to  Cootstown. 

That  the  mail  from  Washraglon  to  New  Lie- 
boD,  pass  on  from  Bricelaods,  by  Manchester, 
and  from  thence  bv  Hookstown,  Georgetown,  ana 
Little  Beaver  Bridge. 

From  the  Yellow  Springs,  in  Hontingdon 
county,  by  Williamsburg  and  Martinsburg,  to 
Bloody  Run. 

That  the  post  road  from  Womelsdorf  to  Son- 
bury,  pass  by  Oratz. 

From  BastoD,  by  the  Wind  Gap,  Hamilton, 
Poeono.  Sterling,  Salem,  Canaan,  and  Mount 
Republic,  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

From  Mount  Republic  to  the  Courthouse  in 
Bethany. 

From  Halifax,  in  Dauphin  county,  to  Siin- 
burv,  in  Northumberland  county,  on  the  east  side 
of  tne  Susquehannah  rirer. 

From  Greensburg,  by  Salem  cro8s-roads,'Craw- 
ford's  mills,  Freeporc,  Kitianing  Courthouse, 
Woodward's  mills,  Indiana  Courthouse,  Cono- 
mavgh  ..It-works  and  Ne  w  Alexandri.,  to  Greens- 

burg. 

From  Chester,  in  Delaware  county,  by  New- 
town, Spread  Eagle,  and  King  of  Prussia,  to 
Norristown,  in  Montgomery. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Merion,  Mill  Creek, 
Gulf  Mills,  LoWry,  Blliott's,  and  Mason's  tavern, 
to  Kimberton* 

Jh  Marylandr^Vtom  Hancock  to  Bath,  in 
Berkley  county,  in  Virginia. 

From  Port  Tobacco,  by  Bryantowo,  to  Bene- 
dict. 

That  the  mail  pass  on  the  turnpike  road  be- 
tween Hagerstown  and  Cumberland.  . 

From  Bladensburg  to  Magruder's  tarern,  in 
Maryland. 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  CajrtersYille,  Cum- 
berland Courthouse,  Prince  Edward  Courthouse 
and  Halifax  Courthouse,  in  Virginia,  by  Milton, 
Salisbury,  and  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina,  by 
York  Courthouse,  Pinckneyville,  Union  Court- 
house, Lawrence  Courthouse,  and  AbbeTiile 
Courthouse,  in  South  Carolina ;  and  by  Peters- 
burg, Washington,  Powelton,  and  Sparta,  to  Mil- 
ledgeville,  in  Georgia. 

In  Virginia — From  Bowling  Green,  ia  Caro- 
line county,  by  Golansriile,  to  Oxford. 

That  the  post  road  called  the  Three  Notched 
Road,  from  Richmond  to  Milton,  shall  pass  by 
Price's  store,  N.  J.  Poindexter  db  Qo.'s  store,  and 
Dobb's  store. 

From  Morgantowo,  by  Barnes's  mill  and  Skih- 
stOB,  to  Clarksburg* 


From  Moorfield's,  by  Smith's  and  the  German 
settlement,  to  Kingwood. 

From  Preston  tb  Howell's  mill  on  tke  Little 
Keohawa. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Moody's,  Bevil's  bridge, 
Amelia  Courthouse,  raine&yille,  and  Jameston, 
to  Farmville,  in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward. 

From  York  to  Warwick. 

From  KempsYilleto  London  bridge. 

From  Great  bridge,  by  Blackwater,  to  Knott's 
Island,  Nor|b  Carolina. 

From  Lewisburg,  by  Nicholas  Courthouse,  to 
Charleston,  in  Kenhawa  county. 

From  Perkinsonville,  in  Amelia  county,  by 
Jennings'  Ordinary,  in  Nottoway,  Miller's  tav- 
ern, and  Moore's  Ordinary,  in  Prince  Edward 
county,  and  Key's  tayern,  in  Charlotte  county, 
to  Charlotte  Courthouse. 

From  HanoYer  Courthouse  to  Taylorsrille,  in 
the  county  of  Hanover. 

From  Lynchburg  to  the  store  of  Richard  Da* 
yis,  in  Bedford  couAty, 

In  North  CaroHncb^Ftom  Rutherford  (on,  by 
Mumford's  Cove  and  Harmonville,  to  Mackeys- 
▼ille,  in  Burk  county. 

From  Lumberton,  by  Philadelphus,  McPhanls* 
ville,  Mootpelier.  McEaQhin's  bridge  Cowper 
Hill,  StewartsTille,  QUeensdale,  and  Alfords* 
▼ille,  to  Lumberton. 

From  Haywood  Courthouse,  at  Waynesvillc;, 
to  HoughstoDTille,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Newbern,  by  Til  man's  mill,  to  Bay  rifer. 

From  Tarboro'  to  WilliamstoWn. 

From  Louisburg,  by  Haysyille  and  Healthseat, 
to  Oxford. 

From  Ashyille,  North  Carolina,  to  Pendleton 
Courthouse,  in  South  Carolina* 

From  Knott's  Island,  by  Kempsyille,  to  Nor- 
folk, in  Virginia. 

From  Statesyille,  by  Campbell's  Grove,  to 
Morgan  town. 

.  From  Salem,  North  Carolina^ by  Perkins,  Good 
Sjpur^  and  Poplar  Camp,  to  Wythe  Courthouse, 
Virffinia. 

From  Oxford,  in  Granyille  county,  to  Louis- 
bui|;,  in  the  count]f  of  Franklin. 

From  Chapel  Hill,  in  Orange  eouoty,  to  Lex- 
ington, in  the  county  of  Rowan. 

In  South  CoroZuia— -From  Parker's  Ferry,  by 
Walterboro.  to  Barnwell  Courthouse. 
,    From  Columbia,  by  Lexington,  Edgefield,  New- 
bury, and  Laurens,  to  Greeny  ille  Courthouse. 

FroiQ  Adam  Eifert's,  by  Mount  Willing,  R. 
Coleman's,  William  Wilson's,  Charles  Chappel'a, 
on  Saluda  river,  J.  Cook's  store,  and  H.  Gray's, 
to  Greenyille. 

From  John  Thompson's,  jr.,  in  Marion  district, 
byr  Richard  Howard's,  to  Godfrey's  Ferry,  on 
Big Pee-Dee  river.  ^ 

From  York  Courthouse,  by  Fullenwider's 
store,  at  Gordan's  Old  Pktce,  to  Lincolntoo,  in 
North  Carolina;  and  from  thence  to  Morgan- 
town. 

In  Georgia-^Ftom  Milledgeville,  by  Bollin's 
ferry,  Devereaux,  Baxter's  bridge,  and  Greens- 
boro', to  Athens* 


2SI« 


AFPiBNZnS. 


2sai 


AiMtf  ilctt  qf  CMgr&m* 


'From  Port  Hawkios,  bj  Ciinton  and  Mooti- 
cello,  to  Madison. 

hi  CMtd— From  Dresden,  by  Washinston  cross 
Toads,  West  Bedford  and  Darling's,  to  fifansfield. 

From  Berkshire^  by  Delaware,  to  Urbana. 

From  Rarennai  by  Rootstown  and  Randolph, 
to  Canton. 

From  Newark  to  Moaot  Vernon. 

From  Urbana  to  tbe  county  seat  in  Logan 
county. 

From  Colombus,  by  Urbana  and  Piqoa,  to 
GreenTille. 

From  Troy, by  Fiqna,  St.  Mary^s,  Fort  Wayne, 
and  Fort  Defiance,  to  Fort  Meigs. 

From  ZanesTtlle^  by  Plainfield,  to  White  Byes 
Plains,  on  tbe^as^  side  of  the  Muskingum. 

From  Wellsbnrg,  Tirginia,  by  Philipsburg  and 
Smithfield,  to  Cadiz. 

From  New  Lexington  to  Greenrille. 

From  Coshocton,  by  Mechanicstown  and  Mil- 
lersburg,  to  Wooster. 

From  Piqua  to  Hardin,  in  Shelby  county. 

From  Hamilton,  by  Oxford,  DoTer«  Baton,  and 
New  Paris,  to  Qreenfilie. 

From  Cadiz  to  Rumby. 

hi  JCsn/ttcfty— From  Cattlesbarg,  by  the  mouth 
of  Blaine  creek,  and  the  mouth  of  Louisa,  Fork 
of  Bandy,  to  Floyd  Courthouse. 

From  Lexington,  by  the  way  of  the  Burnt 
Tavern,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Princeton,  by  Bellsford,  to  HadisonTtUe. 

From  Falmouth  to  Neville,  in  Ohio. 

From  Millersburg,  by  Roddel's  mill,  to  Cyn- 
tbiana. 

From  Louisville,  by  Mount  Yernon,  Fairfield, 
and  Bloomfield,  to  Springfield. 

From  Greensburg,  by  MonroesvillCf  to  Glas- 
gow. 

From  Newburg,  by  Bwingsville  and  Trebton, 
to  Port  Royal,  in  Tennessee. 

From  Trenton, ii)  Christian  county,  to  Clarkes- 
ville. 

That  tbe  mail  from  GHasgow  to  Berksville. 
shall  pass  by  Martinsburg. 

From  Tompkinsville,  by  Martinsburg,  to  Burks- 
ville. 

In  T^mncMee— From  Clinton,  bjr  Morgan 
Courthouse,  to  Burksville,  in  Kentuclcy. 

From  Columbia,  in  Maurycountyj  to  Waynes- 
boro', in  Wayne  corunty. 

From  the  Boat  Yard,  bfBmbree's  iron  works, 
to  Jonesborougfa.  • 

In  Indiand^'FTom  Princeton,  by  Columbia, 
Petersburg,  and  the  seal  of  justice  in  Dubois 
county,  to  Paoli. 

From  Vincennes,  by  Palestine,  to  York,  in 
Illinois. 

From  Lexington  to  Yernon. 

From  Jefiersonville.  by  Greenville,  Fredericks- 
burg, Paoli,  and  Washington,  to  Yineennes. 

From  Yincennes.  by  Carlisle  and  Belville,  in 
Illinois,  to  St.  Louis,  in  the  Missouri  Territory. 

From  Jacksonborouffh,in  theeounty  of  Wayne, 
to  the  cDuntf  seat  for  Randolph  county. 

From  Lawrenceburg,  in  Indiana,  to  Peters- 
burg and  Burlington,  in  Kentucky. 


FVom  Brook  vilk  vo  Yemen ;  theiiee,  hy  Bwwbs- 
town  and  Salem,  to  Genera. 

From  Corydon,  bv  Mount  BterKnr,  Poiten- 
vtile,  Petersburg,  and  Coluii*bi«,  to  Prtacecoo. 

From  Biizabeth,  Hardin  eomty,  Keaiueky, 
by  Fredonia,  and  Mowi  SCerling,  ta  PaoLi,  is 
Indians. 

ih  JUinoi^^Ftom  Bdwardavilie,  by  Aiioo,  to 
St.  Chftriea,  ia  the  Missouri  Territory ;  and  from 
BdwardsvtUe,  by  Ripley,  to  Ferrys^ille. 

That  the  poat  roa4  from  Yineennes  to  Shaw- 
neetown.  pass  by  the  BnisUsh  Prairie,  or  section 
No.  10,  of  township  No.  S,  mn^  10,  ea9€. 

From.  YineenncB,  by  Palestine,  to  York,  in 
Illinois. 

In  Jlfifstattppi— From  Winchesicr,  by  Green 
Cenrthoaae,Ford8  on  Pearl  River,.Marioa  Court- 
house, Holmeavilla,  and  Liberty,  to  Wood  rlile. 

From  Port  Gibson,  by  Franklin  Coanhoase 
and  Liberty,  to  MadisonvUJe,  in  tbe  Suie  of 
Louisiana. 

/ft  the  Mummri  Tbrrttory.— From  St.  Charks, 
by  Clark's  Fort,  Stout's  Fort.  Lincoln  Coort- 
house,  and  Clarksville,  to  Louisiana,  at  the  mootk 
of  Salt  River,  ia  Pike  ooaaty* 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Montgomery  Coarl- 
house,  10  Howanl  Courthouse. 

From  St  houu^  bv  Franklin  Coorthouae, 
Cpoper  Courthouse,  to  Oowmrd  Conrihotue. 

From  Cadroa,.  by  Fulaski  Coorihovse,  Little 
Roak,  Ciark  Coanhoqse,  aod  HempsieBd  Conrt" 
house)  to  Wasbila  Coatihonse,  lo  Lonisimnm, 

From  Franklin  Counboasa  lo  Momgpmerjr 
Courthouse. 

From  St.  Michael,  by  tbe  seal  oC  juaiice  ia 
Wayne  county,- to  Biz's  Ferry. 

From  Jackson,  lo  the  seat  of  jastice  in  Wayne 
county. 

From  St.  Louis,  by  B^Ua  Fontaio,  and  For* 
tage  de  Sioux,  to  the  seat  of  justice  ia  Lineola 
county. 

From  Potosi,  by  Belleview,  to  Marpby's  Set- 
tlement. 

In  the  Alabama  nrrUory^From  Hnntsville, 
10  Moorsviile,  in  Limestone  County. 

From  Cahatni  to  St.  Stephens. 

From  Burnt  Com  Sprinjp,  Monroe  county,  by 
Blakely,  to  Mobile,  in  Mobile  county. 

From  Cahaba  to  Tuskaloosa. 

From  Huntsvllle,  in  Alabama  Territory,  by 
Shelby  vjlie  and  Fayettevilie,  to  Murfreesborougfa, 
in  Tennessee. 

Sac.  3.  ihuf  be  itfitrther  enacted^  l%at  the 
military  road  commenced  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  command  of  General 
Jackson,  and  leading  from  Hontsville,  in  the 
Alabama  Territory,  to  Madisonville,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  be  established  a  post  route  when 
tbe  saoae  shall  be  completed. 

Approved,  Maych  3, 1819. 

An  Act  further  to  suspend,  for  a  Smifesd  time,  thessfe 
or  Ibrfeiture  of  lands  Ibr  ftilttre  in  completijig  the 
payment  thereon* 
« Be  a  enacted,  fc,  That  tbe  operation  of  tbe 

aizth  condition  of  the  fifth  aaction  of  the  aet, 
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entitled  "An  act  to  mmend  tht  act,  entitled  ^Ad 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  ahoire 
the  month  of  Keatnckf  river ,"  bci  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  snapended  until  the  thirty* irst  day  of 
BAareh,  one  thousand  eif  ht  hundred  and  twenty, 
in  fayor  of  the  parchasers  of  paUic  lands  at  wf 
of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States:  Frov%' 
ded.  That  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  ex- 
tended to  anv  one  psrchaser  for  a  greater  quan- 
tity than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ^nd. 
Appro? edy  March  3, 1819, 


An  Act  to  caleice  those  piovisaons  of  the  act,  entitled 
^Att  act  to  inoorpecete  the  sDhscriheM  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Staiss,"  which  rnlate  to  the  right  of 
Totiog  fer  direetors»  and  in  other  purposes. 

Be  it  tnacUd,  ^c,  Timt,  in  all  elections  of 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Dnited  States,  here- 
after to  be  held,  under,  and  by  Tirtu6of,tha  ''Act 
to  inoorpoiaie  Ihe  aubsoribeis  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,"  whencTcr  any  peiaoa  shall  offsr 
to  the  judges  of  such  eleciioae  more  thaa  thirtj 
Totes  in  the  whole,  including  those  offered  in  his 
own  right,  and  those  offered  by  him  as  attorney, 
proxy,  or  agent,  for  any  odiers,  the  said  judges  of 
the  elections,  or  any  oue  of  them,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  administer  to  the  said 
person,  so  offer iog  to  Tote,  the  ftUowiag  oath  or 
afirmatid)i,Tiz: 

I,  — ^,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  aftrm,  as  the 
case  may  be,)  that  I  hare  no  interest,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  the  shares  upon  which  I  shall  TOte 
at  this  election,  as  attorney  for  others ;  that  those 
shares  are,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, truly,  and  in  good  faith,  owned  by  the  per- 
sons in  wiiose  names  they  now  stand }  and  that, 
in  voting  at  this  election.  I  shall  not,  in  any 
maaaer,  violate  the  first  fundamental  article  of 
the  ''Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.**  And  the  said  judges 
•f  eleottoos,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  author- 
ized and  empowered,  in  their  discrelioq,  or  at 
the  instance  of  any  stockholder  of  the  baak,  to 
admiaisser  tha  said  oath  or  affinnation  to  any 
person  offering  to  vote  at  any  such  election. 

Sue.  8.  And  be  it  /urtker  enaetedj  That  no 
person  shall  be  elttitled  to  tote  at  aay  such  elec- 
tion, as  attorney,  proxy,  or  agent,  for  any  other 
person,  coparuiership,  or  body  politic,  without  a 
power,  for  that  purpjose,  being  duly  executed,  in 
the  presence  of  a  witness,  aiM  filed  in  the  bank, 
and  on  which  power  shall  be  endorsed  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  naisoB,  or  one  of  the  co- 
partners, or  of  the  bead,  or  some  pf  the  officers, 
of  the  Dody  politic  ffraniing  such  power,  in  the 
words  following:  "I  -— -,  do  soleeanly  swear, 
(or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  thai  I  am  (or  that 
the  copartnership,  consisting  of  myself  and  -— ~-, 
are,  or  that  the  corporation  known  by  the  name 
of  — -— ,  is,  as  the  ca^e  may  be,,  (truly,  and  in 
good  faith,  the  owner,  (or  owners,  as  the  case 
may  be,)  of  the  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  specified  in  the  with- 
in power  of  attorney,  and  of  no  other  shares  • 


that  no  other  person  has  any  interest  in  the 
shares,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  as  stated  in 
the  said  power;  and  that  no  other  power  has 
been  given  to  any  person  which  is  now  in  force, 
to  vote  for  me  (or  for  >  the  copartnership  afore- 
said, or  for  the  body  politic  aforesaid,  as  the  case 
may  bc^)  at  any  election  of  directon  of  the  said 
bank ;"  which  oath  or  affirmation  m^j  be  tatoi 
before  a  notary  public,  Ji^^Ci  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  shall  oe  certified  by  him. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  if  the 
judges  of  any  election  of  directors,  to  be  held  as 
aforesaid,  shall  permit  any  person  to  give  more 
than  thirty  votes,  in  the  whole,  at  aay  such  elec- 
tion, without  the  said  person's  havinff  taken  thoe 
aforesaid  oath  or  affiraiation,  or  shall  suffer  aay 
person  whatever  lo  vote  as  attorney,  agent,  or 
proxy,  for  any  other  penoo,  or  for  any  copart- 
nership, otf  body  peliticY  without  a  power  ibr  that 
purpose,  as  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  section, 
with  the  oatn  or  affirm^on  and  certificate  afore- 
said; such  of  the  said  judges  as  shall  consent 
thereto,  shall  severally  be  deemed  guiltv  of  a 
mfsdemeanor,  and,  en  due  conviction  tnereof, 
shall  be  subject  tb  a  fine  not  exceedtng  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  to  imprisonoKnt  not  exeeeding 
one  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  conn  before 
which  •  such  conviction  shall  be  had.  And  if 
an^  person  shall  wilfully  and  absolutely  swear  or 
afiarm  falsely,  in  taking  any  oath  or  affirmation 
prescribed  bv  this  act,  such  person  so  oflsnding, 
shall,  upon  due  conviction  thereof,  be  subject  to 
the  pains  and  penalties  which  are  by  law  prescribed 
for  the  punishment  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Src.  4.  And  be  it  JurOter  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  give  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  or  any  other  bribe,  present,  or 
reward,  or  any  promise,  contract,  oblmtion,  or 
security,  for  the  payment  or  delivery  or  any  mo- 
ney, present,  or  reward,  or  anything  to  obtain  or 
procure  the  opinion,  vote,  or  interest,  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  the  directors  thereof,  or  the  president  or  a 
director  of  either  of  the  branches  of  the  said 
bank,  in  aav  election,  question,  matter,  or  thing, 
which  shall  oome  before  the  said  president  and 
directors  for  decision,  in  relation  to  the  Inferest 
and  management  of  the  business  of  said  Iwnk, 
and  shall  be  thereof  convicted ;  such  person  ar 
persons^  so  giving,  promising,  cootractiug,  or 
secariog  to  be  given,  paid,  or  delivered,  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  present,  reward,  or  other  br^M, 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  president  or  director  wfto 
ehall  in  anywise,  accept  or  receive  the  same,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned 
at  the  discretion  4»f  the-conrt,  and  shall  forever  be 
disqualified  to  hold  any  oflIc«  of  trust  or  profit 
under  the  said  corporation,  and  shail,also,  for- 
ever be  disqualified  to  hqld  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  Statesi  ' 
•    Approved,  March  3. 1819. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  ''An  act  eoncemiag  tonnage 
and  discriminating  duties  in  certain  casss." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
twentieth  of  Aprils  one  thousand  eight  hundNd 
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and  eighteen,  entitled- ** An  act  eoneerniog  ton- 
nage and  discriminating  duties  in  certain  cases/' 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  extended,  in  all  its 
provisions  and  limitations,  to  the  vessels  of  Prus- 
sia, of  the  city  of  Hamburg,  and  of  the  city  of 
Bremen. 

8bo.  2.  And  ht  it  furOur  enacted,  That  the 
act  passed  on  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hon- 
drea  abd  fifteen,  entitled  *^An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  on  [of]  ships  and  vessels,  [and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  doty  on 
tonnage  between  foreign  vessels]  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  between  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,"  and  also  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  addition,  together  with  this  act, 
shall  cease  and  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  pfotaet  the  commeKce  of  the 

and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Be  U  enacted  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  requested  to  employ  so  many  of  the  public 
armed  vessels,  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  service 
nay  require,  with  suitable  inatructioas  to 'the 
commanders  thereof,  in  protectios  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  and  their  crews  from 
piratical  aggressions  and  depredations. 

Sia  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  sub- 
due, seize,  take,  and  send  into  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  or  any 
vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall  be  arosed, 
and  which  shall  have  attempted  or  committed 
any  piratical  aggreasian,  search,  restraint,  depre- 
dation^ or  aeisure,  upon  any  vessel  of  the  United 
Statesy  or  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or  upon  any 
other  vessel;  and  also  to  retake  any  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  or  its  citizens,  which  may  have 
baaa  unlawfully  captured  upon  the  high  seas. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  it  further' enacted^  That  the 
commander  and  crew  of  any  merchant  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  owned  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  a 
citizen  thereof,  may  oppose  and  defend  ^|aiast 
any  aggresaion,  search,  restraint,  depredation,  or 
seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted  upon  such  ves- 
ael,  or  upon  any  other  vessel  owned  as  aforesaid, 
.  by  the  commander  or  crew  of  any  armed  vessel 
whatsoever,  not  being  a  public  armed  vessel  of 
some  nation  in  amity  with  the  United  States; 
and  may  subdue  and  capture  the  same;  and  may 
also  retake  any  vessel,  owned  as  aforesaid,  which 
may  have  been  captured  by  the  commander  or 
crew  of  any  such  armed  vessel,  and  send  the 
same  into  any  port  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  vessel  or  boat,  from  which  any  piratical 
aggression,  search,  restraint,  depredation,  or  seiz- 
ure, shall  have  been  first  attempted  or  made, 


shall  be  captured  and  brought  into  any  port  of 
the  United  States,  the  same  shall  and  nnay  be  ad- 
judged and  condemned  to  their  use,  and  t^i  of 
the  captors,  after  doe  process  and  trial,  in  aay 
court  having  admiralty  jurisdiction,  aod  which 
shall  be  holden  for  the  district  in  which  aoeh  cap- 
tured vessel  shall  be  brought ;  and  the  same  court 
shall  thereupon  order  a  sale  and  distribatioa 
thereof  accordingly,  and  at  their  discretion. 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaUed,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall,  on  the 
high  seas,  commit  the  crime  of  ptracr,  aa  defined 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  such  oHenoer  or  offend- 
ers shall  afterwards  be  brought  into,  or  found  in, 
the  United  States,  every  such  offender  or  offend- 
ers shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
imo  which  be  or  they  may  be  brought,  or  in 
which  he  or  they  shall  be  found,  be  ponished 
with  death. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  aest 
sioB  of  Congress. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819.- 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  lor  a  fiuther  term  the  act 
entitled  ''An  act  for  establishing  txading-houaee  with 
the  Indian  tribei^"  and  tat  other  pmpoees. 

Be  it  enaetedt  fe^  That  the  act  entitled,  *<An 
act  for  esiablishinff  tradiog-boaaeB  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,^*  passed  oa  the  second  daj  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hunditd  and  tle¥ea,mad  which 
vras,  by  8ubse<^ucnt  acts,  coaiiaaed  in  force  noiii 
the  first  day  ot  March,  one  ihouaaad  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
further  continued  in  force  until  the  fiiai  Aay  ot 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  iweniy, 
and  no  longer. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  aball  have  power, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  in  every  case  where 
he  sha^l  judge  it  ezpedieat,  to  transfer  aay  of  the 
Indian  agents,  whose  compeoaation  was  fixed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensation 
of  Indian  agents  and  factors,"  from  the  placea  de- 
signated by  the  said  act,  for  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  respectively,  to  such  other  places  aa  the 
public  aervice  may  require ;  and  shall  also  have 
power  to'  appoint,  by  and  with  the  eonaeot  and 
advice  of  the  Senate,  an .  Indian  agent  for  the 
Upper  Missouri,  whose  annual  compensation  shall 
be  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  regulating  the  payments  to  Invalid  Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  in  all  cases  of  appli- 
cation for  the  pavment  of  pensions  to  invalids, 
under  the  several  laws  of  Congress  granting  pen- 
sions to  invalids,  the  affidavit  of  two  surgeons  or 
physicians,  whose  credibility,  as  such,  ahall  be 
certified  by  the  magistrate  before  whona  the  afi- 
davit  is  made,  slating  the  continuance  of  the  dis- 
ability for  which  the  pension  was  origiaally 
granted,  (describing  it,)  and  the  rate  of  saeh  dia- 
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ability  ac  the  time  of  making  the  affidarit,  shall 
accompamv  the  applicatioa  of  the  first  payment 
which  sh  all  fall  due  after  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next,  and  at  the  end  of  eyery  two  years  thereaf- 
ter; aod  if,  ID  a  case  of  a  coDtioued  disability,  it 
shall  be  stated  at  a  rate  below  that  for  which  the 
pension  was  originally  granted,  the  applicant 
shall  only  be  paid  at  the  rate  stated  in  the  nffida- 
Yit:  Provided^  That  where  the  pension  shall 
haye  been  originally  granted  for  b  total  disability, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  a  limb,  or  other 
cause,  which  cannot,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
be  remoyed^  the  aboye  affidavit  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary to  entitle  the  applicant  to  payment:  And 
provided  also,  That  this  act  shall  not  extend  to 
the  invalids  of  the  Revolution,  who  have  been, 
or  shall  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  pursuant  to 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,**  approved  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eig^ht. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  regnlate  the  duties  oa  certain  Wines. 

Be  it  enacUdy  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the 
tbirlieib  day  of  June,  one  thoosaDd  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  the  duties  now  by  law  levied,  col- 
iected)  and  paid,  on  wine  not  enumerated  in  the 
"Ac€  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," passed  the  twanty-seventh  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  wnen 
imported  in  botdes  or  eases,  of  seventy  cents  per 
galloB,  and  on  wine  not  eoomerated  m  said  act, 
when  imported  otherwise  than  in  botties  or  ^ases, 
of  twentyrfive  cents  per  gallon,  shall  cease  and 
determine;  and  there  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
and  paid,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  several  and  specific 
duties  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  say,  on 
wines  not  enumerated  in  the  act  aforesaid,  when 
imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  thirty  cents  per  gal- 
lon, and  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottle* 
or  cases,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon. 

Seo.  is.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  an 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the 
several  rates  of  duties  above  specified,  and  imposed 
upon  the  several  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  or 
Jane,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  Tessels  not  of  the 
United  States:  Provided,  That  this  additional 
duty  shall  not  apply  to  such  goods,  wares,  aod 
merchandise*  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of 
the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  by  any 
aci  or  acts  of  Congress,  to  be  entered  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  payment  of  the  same 
duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Bbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  ihe  duties  by  this 
act  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  upon  the  expor- 
tation thereof,  within  the  time,  and  in  the  man- 


ner^ prescribed  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
existing  laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for, 
the  collection  of  the  duties,  imposed  by  this  act 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States ;  and  for  the  recovery,  collec- 
tion, distribution,  and  remission,  of  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  as  fully  and  efiectually  as 
if  every  regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture, 
provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  exist- 
ing laws  contained,  had  oeen  inserted  in,  and  re* 
enacted  by  this  act.' 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted^  That  wines 
and  distilled  spirits,  imported  and  deposited  in 
the  public  stores,  under  the  direction  of  the 
surveyor,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  "Act 
providing  for  the  deposiie  of  wines  and  distilled 
spirits  in  public  warehouses,"  passed  the  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
may  be  transported  coastwise,  from  the  public 
warehouses  in  one  district^  to  those  in  another 
districi^nder  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe,  without  loss  of 
debenture. 

Approvcfd,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  respecting  the  location  of  certain  Mctions  of 
land  to  be  granted  for  the  seat  of  government  in  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  instead  of  four  sections, 
provided  to  be  located  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  to  be 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  thereon  the  seat 
of  government  for  that  State,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  Ibcate,  for  that  purpose,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Legislature  aforesaid,  any  contiguous  quarter 
sections,  fractions,  or  parts  of  sections,  not  to  ex- 
ceed, in  the  whole,  the  quantity  contained  in  four 
entire  sections :  Such  locations  shall  be  made 
before  ,the  commencement  of  the  public  sales  of 
the  adjoining  and  surrounding  lands,  belonging 
to  the  United  Sutes. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  Ihe  poUie  buildings, 

lor  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and  Itiraishing  a 

supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  certain  public  bnild- 

ings. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  finishing  the'  wings  of  the  Capitol,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  already  appropriated,  the  further  sum 
of  fifty-one  thousancl  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  dollars. 

For  erecting  the  centre  building  of  theCiipitol 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  foru-four  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  gates,  the  iron  railing,  and 
the  enclosure  north  of  the  President's  house,  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars. 

For  enlarging  the  offices  west  of  the  President's 
house,  eiffht  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty* 
seven  dollars. 
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For  porcbfltsiiig  a  lot  of  laod,  and  for  coustraet- 
ing  pipes,  for  suppljriffg  the  Executive  offices  and 
PresideDi's  ftoose  with  water,  niae  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

Which  said  several  sums  of  money,  hereby  ap- 
propriated, shall  be  paid  out  of  any*  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Junker  enacted^  Thai  the 
several  sums  hereby  appropriated,  shall  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United'  States. 

Approved,  Mareh  3, 1819. 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  ctnlizaiion  of  the 
Indian  tiibes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^,  That,  for  the  purpoae  of  pro- 
viding against  the  further  decline  and  final  ex- 
tinetion  of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  to  the 
frontier  settlements  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
introducing  among  them  the  habits  aad  artt  of 
civilization,,  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
.  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  every 
case  where  lie  shall  judge  improvement  in  the 
habits  aad  condition  of  auch  Indians  pcaoticabie, 
and  thai  the  means  of  instruction  can  be  intro-' 
duced  with  their  own  consent,  to  employ  capable 
persons,  of  good  moral  character, to  instruct  them 
in  the  mode  of  agriculture  suited  to  their  situa- 
tion ;  and  for  teaching  their  children  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  fbr  performing  sntHi: 
other  duties  as*  may  be  enjoined,  according  to 
such  instructions  and  rules  as  the  President  may 

§ive  and  prescribe  for  the  regulation  of  their  eon- 
uct,  in  the  di6char|;e' of  their  duties. 
Seo.  9.  Jlti^  be  tijurther  enacted^  That  the 
annual  suia  of  ten  thousand  dollarB  fee,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act; 
and  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money, 
and  proceedings,  in  exeeutton  of  the  foregoing 
provisions,  shall  be  laid  annually  before  Congress. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819; 

An  Act  ezptanatofj  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Lonisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri." 

Be  U  enactedj  ^c,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
fifth  section  of  (he  aet  of  Conmsa,  eoiitl«d  **An 
sot  for  the  final  adjusttaent  of  knd  litfee  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Miasouri,". 
passed  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  huBdred  and  fourteen,  ahall  be  so  construed 
as  to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  the  count v  of  How- 
ard, in  the  Missouri  Territory,  as  estaolished  by 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  passed 
the  twenty-third  di^y  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  any  construction  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
right  of  pre-en^ptic^  given  by  the  aforesaid  pro- 
visions, as  explained  and  extended  by  this  act, 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  any  right 
derived  from  the  United  States,  by  purchase,  at 
public  or  private  sale,  of  the  lanas  claiix^ed  under 
the  aforesaid  act. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  mny 
person  or  persons  who  hare  settled  on,  and  Ina- 
proved,  any  of  the  lands  in  the  said  Territory, re- 
served for  the  use  of  schools,  before  the  sorvey 
of  such  lands  were  actually  made,  and  who  wonU 
have  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto  by  the 
existing  laws  had  not  the  same  been  so  reserred, 
shall  have  the  right  of  preemption  ther«coj  ander 
the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  stibject  to  the 
same  restrictions,  provided  for  other  eases  of  a 
right  of  pre-emption  in  said  Territory;  aad  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  and  reeeirer  iti  publie 
moneys,  for  the  district,  shall  hare  power  Co  select 
any  ether  vacant  and  unappropriated  laada,  in 
the  same  township,  and  as  near  adjacent  ms  lands 
of  equal  quantity  and  like  quality  can  be  obtained, 
in  lieu  of  the  section,  or  paru  or  a  acction,  whieh 
shall  have  been  entered  in  right  of  pre-empcjoo, 
according  to  the  provision  of  this  section. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  making  appropriatioiis  to  cany  into  «0hct 
treaties  conduded  witk  aaveral  Indian  tribes  thenin 
mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  purpose  oC 
carrying  hito  eA^et  a  treaty  between  tlie  United 
States   aad  the  Wyandot,  Seaeea,  Delaware, 
Shawaoee,  Pattawatima,  Ottawa,  and  C&ippewa, 
tribes  of  tn^nas,  eoneioded  u  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids  oC  ihs  Miami  ofLaie  Erie,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  Eepiember,  eighteen  himdred  and 
seven  teen^  aad  thesap|\tOMntavy  treat  reooeiodad 
with  said  tribes,  at  8u  Maq's,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Se^Mher,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  thefottovringaaiBs  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  in  coafonmty 
with  the  stipalationa  contained  in  said  treaty  aad 
supplement,  to  wit : 

The  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the  annuities  granted 
to  said  tribes,  in  the  manner  and  proportions  fol* 
lowing: 

To  the  Wyandot  tribe,  annually,  forever,  at 
Upper  Sandusky,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol* 
lars. 

To  the  Beneca  tribe,  annnally,  forever,  at  Low- 
er Sandusky,  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Shawanee  tribe,  annually,  forerer,  at 
Wspaghkonetu,  two  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Shawanees  and  Senecas  of  Lewistowa, 
annually,  forever,  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Patti  watimas;  annually,  for  fifteen  yean, 
at  Detroit,  one  thottsand  three  bnndred  dollars. 

To  the  Ottawas,  annually,  for  fifteen  jeus,  at 
Detroit,  one  thousand  dollars;  and  the  further 
annual  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
forerer. 

To  the  Chippewa  tribe,  annually,  for  lUteen 
years,  at  Detroit,  one  thousand  dollars. 
'  And  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  to  he 
paid  in  the  course  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  to  the  Delaware  aad  Wyandsc 
tribes,  to  wit : 

'   To  the  Delaware  tribe,  at  Wapaghkonetta,  Ire 
hundred  dollars. 
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To  the  WjftDdot  tribe,  two  tbottsaod  fire  haa* 
dred  dollars. 

For  the  ptyment  of  the  amount  of  damages, 
aaseaeed  by  aathority  of  the  fiteeretary  of  War,  in 
favor  of  severai  tribes  and  indifidaals  of  Indians, 
whose  property  was  injured  or  destroyed  dnrinff 
the  late  war,  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  thirteen  cents;  to  be  paid  in  the 
manner  following: 

To  the  Wyandots,  at  Upper  Sandusky,  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
thirty-nine  cents. 

To  the  Senecas,  at  Lower  Sandusky,  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars 
twenty-fbur  cents. 

To  the  Indians  at  Lewis  and  Scoutash  towns, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dol- 
lars fifty  cents. 

To  the  Deiawares,  for  the  use  of  the  Indians 
who  suffered  losses  at  Qreentown,  and  at  Je- 
fomestown,  at  Wapaghkonetta,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  doUaraaad  fiAy  cents. 

To  the  representatives  of  Henbis,  a  Delaware 
indian,  at  Wapagbkonetta,  three  hundred  and 
Ibm-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

To  the  ShmwsneeS)  an  additional  sum,  at  Wa- 
pagbkonetta,  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

To  the  Senecas,  an  additional  sum,  at  Wa- 
pagbkonetta, of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  dolhirs. 

S£c.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enacted^  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  be- 
tween eke  United  Slates  and  tbe  Chtekasaw  na- 
tion of  lodiaae,  concluded  on  the  nineteenth  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  the  fol- 
lowiog  sum  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated! in  eonformity  with  the  seipukitioos  contain- 
ed in  said  treaty  ;  that  is  to  say : 

To  the  Chickasaw  nation,  annually,  for  fifteen 
aueeessive  years,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties 
eoBcluded  at  St.  Mary\  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
Whh  the  Wea  tribe,  on  tbe  second  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  the  Pattawatlma 
tfibei  on  the  second  of  Cbtober,  eighteen  hundred 
mud  eighteen ;  the  Delaware  tribe,  on  the  third  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  and 
with  the  Miami  tribe,  on  tbe  sixth  of  October, 
Oighteen  hundred  and  eighteen ;  the  following 
aams  he,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
in  eonformity  with  the  stipulations  contained  in 
asid  treaties:  that  is  to  say: 

To  the  Wea  tribe,  the  annual  sum  ^  one  thou- 
aand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  which  sum, 
la  addition  to  their  former  annuity  of  eleven 
hundred  and  fiftv  dollars,  will  make  a  sum  total 
of  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Pattawatima  tribe^  the  annual  sum  o( 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  Delaware  tribe,  the  annual  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars. 

And  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  twenty-five 
cents,  to  satisfjr  certain  claims  against  the  D^la* 
ware  nation,  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
Buites,  and  to  be  expended  by  the  indian  agent 
Iftth  Gov.  8d  Bias.— 80 


|at  Piqaa  and  Fort  Wayne,  agreeably  to  a  sehe^ 
dule  examined  and  approved  by  the  commis* 
sioners. 

To  the  Miami  tribe,  the  annual  sura  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  Juriher  enaded,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  con- 
cluded on  the  fourth  [24th]  of  Aogi^st,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  with  tbe  Quapaw  tribe  of 
Indians ;  and  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen, 
with  the  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,Micbigaoia,  Cabokia, 
and  Tam'arois,  tribes  ef  the  Illinois  nation  of  In- 
dians ;  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  in  conformity  with  tbe  stip- 
ulations contained  in  the  said  treaties;  that  is 
to  say : 

To  the duapaw  tribe,  the  sum  of  four  thousaad 
dollars,  and  the  further  annual  sum  of  one  thous- 
and dollars. 

To  the  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  tbe  Michigania,  Ca** 
hokia,  and  Tamaroia,  tribes  of  the  Illinois  nation, 
the  annual  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
'  Sec.  5.  And  he  it  fisrther  encuied^  That/ for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  con- 
cluded on  the  t  wentyi-fifth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  with  the  Great  and  Little 
Osage  nation  of  Indians,  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
four  thousaad  doUarsi  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  satisfy  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
Uoited  States,  for  property  stolen  or  destroyed 
by  the  Osages,  agreeably  to  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  said  treaty. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  il  further  enacted^  That.,  for 
the  payment  of  the  annuity  granted  to  the  Creek 
nation  <^  Indians,  by  the  treaty  concluded  near 
Fort  Wilkinson,  on  the  Oconee^  the  sixteenth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and 
for  which  no  appropriation  has  heretofore  been 
made,  the  annual  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated;  and 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  carry inj|  ioto  effect  the 
treaty  concluded  with  said  nation  at  the  Creek 
agency,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  the 
further  annual  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  term  of  ten  successive  years,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  conformably  to  tbe  stip- 
ulations contained  in  the  said  treaty. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  sundry  other 
stipulaiionsy  contained  in  several  of  the  treaties 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  tbe  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated. 

Seo.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  the  Wyandot,  Seneca| 
Delaware,  Shawanee,  Pattawatima,  Ottawa,  and 
Chippewa,  tribes  of  Indians,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  an  agent,  to  reside  among  or  near 
the  Wyandots,  who  shall  also  execute  the  duties 
of  agent  for  the  Senecas.  and  tbe  Deiawares  on 
the  Sandusky  river;  and  an  agent  to  reaide 
amoog  Of  near  the  Bliawanees;  who  shall  aaeh 
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receive  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  aDDom,  as  a 
full  eompeosation  for  their  services. 

8eo.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  hereinbefore  appropriated,  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated.— Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  iutlforizing  the  sale  of  certain  militaiy  sites. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  to 
cause  to  be  sold  such  military  sites,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  as  may  have  been  found,  pr 
become  useless  for  military  purposes.  And  the 
Secretary  of  War  is  bereoy  authorized,  on  the 
payment  of  the  consideration  agreed  for,  into  the 
Treasurj  of  the  United  States,  to  make,  eiecute, 
and  deliver,  all  needful  instruments,  conveying 
and  transferring  the  same  in  fee ;  and  the  juris- 
diction, which  bad  been  specially  ceded,  for  mil- 
itary purposes,  to  the  United  Sutes,  by  a  State, 
over  such  site  or  sites,  shall  thereafter  cease. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  laying  a  dubr  on  imported  salt,  grant- 
ing a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances 
to  certain  Teasels  enplojed  in  the  fisheries." 

Be  it  enacted,  ife..  That,  from  and  after  the 

Sassidgof  this  act,  there  shall  be  paid,  on  the  last 
av  of  December,  annually,  to  the  owner  of  every 
fisniii|^  boat  or  vessel,  or  his  asent,  by  the  collec- 
tor of  the  district  where  such  boat  or  vessel  may 
belong,  that  shall  be  qualified,  agreeably  to  law, 
for  carrying  on  the  Bank  and  other  Cod  fisheries, 
and  that  shall  actually  hfive  been  employed  there- 
in, at  sea,  for  the  term  of  four  months,  at  least, 
of  the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which  season 
is  accounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of  February 
to  the  last  day  of  November  in  every  year,  for  eacn 
and  every  ton  of  such  boats  or  vessels,  burdened 
according  to  her  admeasurement  as  (iceneed  or 
enrolled,  if  of  more  than  five  tons,  and  not  eiceed- 
ing  thirty  tons,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  if 
aTOve  thirty  tons,  four  dollars ;  and  if  above  thirty 
tons,  and  having  had  a  crew  of  not  less  than  ten 
persons,  and  having  actually  been  employed  in 
the  cod  fishery,  at  sea,  for  the  term'of  three  and 
oneohalf  months,  at  the  least,  but  less  than  four 
months,  of  the  season,  at  least,  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents:  Provided,  That  the  allowance  afore- 
said on  any  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not 
exceed  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  such 
parts  of  the  fifth  and  sizth  sections  of  the  act 
nereby  amended,  as  are  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed — Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  Secretary  at  War  to  appoint 
an  additional  agent  for  paying  pensbners  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Stote  of  Tennessee. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the 
paaaing  of  this  act,  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart* 


meat  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  amhorized  to 
appoint  an  agent,  in  addition  to  the  one  already 
appointed  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  under  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  residing 
in  East  Tennessee;  whose  duties  shall  be,  in  all 
respects,  similar  to  those  appointed  under  the 
aforementioned  act. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  to  eonvaj 
a  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  lying  in  Jeflenon  county,  in  the  State  of 
Viifinia. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  convey,  by 
deed,  in  fee  simple,  to  a  certain  John  Peacher,  a 
tot,  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances  be- 
longing to  the  same,  lying  in  Jefferson  county,  in 
Che  State  of  Virginia,  called  the  Keep-Tryst  Fur- 
nace, and  eonuining  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  aerea,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  upon 
such  terms  as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  Sutea;  and  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  to  depoaite  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  district^  and 
establish  land  ofiices,  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  not  heretofore  offiued  for  sale  in  the  States  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Beit  further  enacted^^  That,  for  the  sale  of 
the  unappropriated  public  lands,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished, 
the  following  districu  shall  be  formed,  and  land 
oflices  therefor  established :  All  the  public  lands, 
as  aforesaid,  lying  between  the  western  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Obio^  and  a  north  and  south 
line  to  be  drawn  at  forty-eight  miiea  east  of  the 
said  boundary  line,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by 
the  Indian  boundary  established  by  the  Treaty  A 
Greenville,  and  on  the  north  by  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  shall  form  a  dia- 
trictj  for  which  a  land  ofllee  shall  be  establishedl 
at  Piqua«  And  all  the  public  lands,  as  aforesaid, 
lying  between  the  above  described  district  ana 
the  western  limiu  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve 
and  Canton  land  district  as  first  established,  and 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Indian  boundary  es- 
Ublished  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville,  and  on  the 
north  by  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  shall  form  a  district,  for  which  a  land  office 
shall  be  established  at  tlie  town  of  Delaware. 
And  for  the  disposal  of  the  unappropriated  public 
lands  in  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  is  extinguished,  the  following  districts  shall 
be  formed,  and  land  offices  established :  All  the 
public  landa^  as  aforesaid,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  was  extinguished  by  the  treaties  concluded 
at*St.  Mary's,  in  the  month  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  lying  east  of  the  range 
line,  separaling  the  first  and  second  ranges,  eaac 
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of  the  second  priocipal  meridian  exteoded  north 
to  the  present  Indian  boundary,  and  north  of  a 
line  to  be  run,  separating  the  ninth  and  tenth 
tiers  of  townships  north  of  the  base  line,  shall 
form  a  district,  lor  which  a  land  office  shall  be 
established  at  Brookville.  And  all  the  public 
lands,  as  aforesaid,  the  Indian  title  to  whicn  was 
extinguished  by  the  treaties  aforesaid,  and  lying 
west  of  the  last  described  district,  shall  form  a 
district,  for  which  a  land  office  shall  be  establish- 
ed at  the  town  of  Terre  Haute.  And  all  the 
public  lands,  as  aforesaid,  the  Indian  title  to 
which  was  extinguished  by  the  treaties  aforesaid, 
lying  east  of  the  second  principal  meridian,  and 
south  of  a  line,  to  be  run,  separating  the  ninth 
and  tenth  tiers  of  townships  north  of  the  base 
line,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  attached  to  the  dis- 
trict of  JefiersonTille ;  apd  the  said  lands  shall 
be  offered  for  sale,  with  the  same  exceptions,  and 
on  the  terms,  and  conditions,  in  every  respect, 
both  at  public  and  private  sales,  as  is  providea 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  the  districts  aforesaid : 
Provided,  abo^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  power,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, to  remove,  whenever  he  shall  judse  it  ex- 
pedient so  to  do,  the  land  office  from  Jefferson- 
ville,  to  some  central  and  suitable  place  within 
the  district. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  byand 
with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate^  for 
each  of  the  districts  aforesaid,  a  register  of  the 
land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys ;  which 
appointments  shall  not  be  made,  for  any  of  the 
aforesaid  respective  land  districts,  until  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  public  lands  shall  have  been 
surveyed  within  such  district  as  to  authorize,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  a  public  sale  of  land 
within  the  same;  which  registers  of  the  land 
office  and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  when  ap- 
pointed, shall  eateh,  respectively, give  security,  in 
the  same  sums,  and  in  the  same  manner,  and 
whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and  duties,  and 
authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in 
respect  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  in 
relation  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys  in  the  several  land  offices,  established  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  m  the  States  of  Ohio  and  liodiana. 

Sec.  3,  And  he  itjuriher  enacted^  That  all  the 
public  lands  within  the  aforesaid  several  districts, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished, 
and  which  have  not  been  granted  to,  or  reserved 
for,  the  use  of  any  individual  or  individuals,  or 
appropriated  and  reserved  for  any  other  purpose, 
by  any  existing  treaties  or  laws^  and,  with  the 
exception  of  section  numbered  sixteen,  in  each 
township,  which  shall  be  reserved  for  the  support 
of  schools  therein,  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  at  the  land  offices  for  the  respec- 
tive distf icts,  under  the  direction  of  the  register 
of  the  land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
on  such  day  or  davs  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  designated 
for  that  purpose :  the.  sales  shall  remain  open  at 


each  place  for  three  weeks,  and  no  longer;  the 
lands  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars 
an  acre ;  and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold 
in  tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  mav  be,  by  law,  pro- 
vided for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  All 
the  public  lands  in  the  said  districts,  with  these 
exceptions  abovementioned,  remaining  unsold  at 
the  cfose  of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of 
at  private  sale,  by  the  register  of  the  respective 
land  offices,  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  same 
regulations,  for  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditiongu  in  every  respect,  as  are  or 
may  be  provided  by  Jaw  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana.  And  patents  shall  be  obtained,  for  the 
lands  sold  in  the  said  districts,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  for  other  public  lands  in  the  Statea 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  remove,  when- 
ever  he  shall  judge  it  expedient  so  to  do,  any 
and  each  of  the  land  offices  established  by  thM 
act,  to  such  suitable  place,  within  the  district  for 
which  it  was  established,  as  he  shall  judge  moat 
proper. 

Seo.  5.  And  he  U  further  enacted  That  each  of 
the  registers  of  the  land  office,  and  receivers  of 
public  moneys,  shall  receive  five  dollars  for  each 
day's  attendance  in  superintending  the  public 
saws  in  their  respective  districts. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
establish  a  temporaiy  government  therein. 

Be  it  enaetfif  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  and  occupy  the  territories  of 
Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  the  appendages  and 
appurtenances  thereof;  and  to  remove- ana  traiu* 
port  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
being  there,  to  the  Havana,  agreeably  to  the  stip- 
ulations of  a  treaty  between  the  United  Statea 
and  Spain,  executed  at  Washington,  on  tlia 
twenty-second  day  of  Febraaryi  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  providing 
for  the  cession  of  said  territories  to  the  United 
States ;  and  he  may,  for  these  purposes,  and  in 
order  to  maintain  in  said  territories  the  nnthority 
of  the  United  Sutetf,  employ  any  part  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  militia 
of  any  State  or  Territory  which  be  may  deem 
necessary. 

Ssc.  a  And  he  it  furiher  enacted,  That,  until 
the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress, 
unless  provision  for  the  temporary  government 
of  said  territories  be  sooner  mad«  by  Congress 
all  the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers,  exec^ 
eised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing  government 
of  the  same  territories,  shall  be  vested  in  sueh  per- 
on  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exercised  in  anch 


M85 


AFFENDIX. 


£688 


FMic  AeU  if  Comirtt: 


ftMDiier,  as  tht  Prerideiit  of  the  United  Sutes 
•bftll  direct,  for  the  maintaiBiog^  the  inhabittnu 
of  nid  territories  io  the  free  enjof  meot  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of 
the  united  States,  relatire  to  the  collection  of 
forenve,  and  the  Importation  of  pwrsons  of  color, 
efaall  be  extended  to  the  said  territories;  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be.  and  he  is 
herebr,  authorized,  within  the  term  aforesaid,  to 
estaUiui  such  districts  for  the  collection  of  the 
fereniie,  and,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  to 
appoint  sQch  officers,  whose  commissions  snail 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
to  enforce  the  said  laws,  as  to  him  shall  seem  ex- 
pedient. 

Sko.  a  And  be  it  fl$rther  enacted,  That  the 
•om  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into 
effpct,  to  be  paid  out  of  att)r  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  appli- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  President  or  the 
United  States. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  take  effect  and  be  la  force  wbenerer  the 
aforesaid  treaty,  providing  for  the  cession  of  said 
territories  to  the  United  states,  shall  hate  been 
ratified  by  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  ratifications 
exchanged,  end  the  King  of  Spain  shall  be  ready 
to  surrender  said  territory  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  said  treaty. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  concerning  the  aUowaaoo  ef  penskms  apen  a 
relinqaiihrnant  of  bounty  landa. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act  making  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
Tices  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  and  so  much  of  the  act  to 
amend  the  same,  approved  March  ikird,  one  thou- 
sand eiffht  hundred  and  seventeen,  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  that  section,  shall  be  continued  in 
force  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  and  after 
tiie  passing  of  this  act :  Ptfmded,  nevertheUet. 
That  no  pension  shall  be  granted  under  the  said 
acta  after  the  sixteenth  day  of  April  next,  unlcM, 
at  the  time  of  relinquishing  the  bountv  land,  in 
the  manner  therein  described,  the  children,  for 
whose  benefit  the  same  may  be  granted,  or  one 
of  them,  shall  be  under  sixteen  years  of  age :  And 
frwrided,  alea,  That  the  pensions  shall  commence 
at  the  date  oi  the  relinquishments  respectively. 

Approved,  March  3, 1810. 


iU  ActgrantiBg  adonatioB  of  hod  Io  the  Slate  of  Q* 
linois,  for  the  stat  of  goTerament  of  said  8^ta. 

Be  it  enacted,  #c.,  That  there  shall  be  granted 
to  the  State  of  Uiioob  four  sections  of  land,  or 
eontlgaous  quarter  sections  and  fractions,  not  ex* 
eeeding  the  quantity  contained  in  four  entire  sec- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  fixing  thereon  the  seat  of 
government  for  the  said  State ;  which  lands  shall 
be  selected  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  thirti- 
eth section  of  the  schedule  to  the  constitution  of  | 


the  said  State:  PraMed,  That  sueh  sdeetioa 
shall  be  made  before  the  public  sale  of  the  adjoin- 
ing public  lands  shall  have  taken  plaee. 
Approved,  March  3^  1819. 


An  Act  anthoriaing  the  parchsse  of  fire  enguset,  and 
for  boUding  booses  for  the  safSBkeepiog  of  the  same. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  requested  to  cause  to  be  purchased  two  fire 
engines,  of  the  first  class,  with  proper  copper  suc- 
tion pipes,  and  six  hundred  feet  of  rivet  leathern 
hose,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  and 
other  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washington  from 
fire. 

Sac.  2«  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  built 
two  good  and  suflkient  houses,  for  the  safekeeping 
of  the  said  engines ;  one  to  be  located  on  the  Cap- 
itol Hill,  near  the  Capitol,  and  one  near  the  Pre- 
sident's nouse  and  public  offices. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fiartktr  enacted.  That,  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  same,  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be,  and  is  here* 
by,  appropriated,  out  of  any  unsppropriated  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  March  3^  1819. 


An  Act  to  eontiaoe  in  ibrce  en  act  regnlsting  the  cur^ 
rency  within  the  United  State*  of  die  gold  coins  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  Portaaali  sod  Spain,  and  the 
crowns  of  France  and  five-franc  pieces. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  present  standard, 
shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  all  debu, 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains,  or  eighty-eight  cents  and  eight- 
ninths  per  pennyweight:  the  gold  coins  of  France, 
of  their  present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred cents  for  every  ta'coty-seven  and  a  half 
grains,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  quarter  cents  per 
pennyweight:  the  gold  coins  of  Spain  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-eight  and 
a  halfffrains,oreigbty-four  cents  per  penny  weight, 
until  tbe  first  day  of  November  next:  aod  that, 
from  and  after  that  day,  foreign  gold  coins  shall 
cease  to  be  a  tender  within  the  United  States,  for 
the  payment  of  debts  or  demands. 

Sbo.  %,  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  regulating  the 
currenev  within  the  Uoited  Sutes  of  the  gold 
coins  or  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,*'  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  relates  to  foreign 
silver  coins,  shall  be,  and  the  !<ame  is  hereby,  con- 
tinued in  force  for  two  years  from  and  after  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April  next,  and  no  lunger. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  providing  lor  the  oorreetion  of  errors  in  mak- 
wg  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices. 

Be  it  enacted  f  c,  That  in  every  case  of  a 
pnrehaser  of  public  lands,  at  private  sale,  having 
catered  at  the  land  office  a  tract  diffisrent  from 
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that  be  intended  lo  purchase,  and  being  desiroOK 
of  baring  the  error  in  his  entry  eorrected,  he 
shall  make  bis  a^^plieation  for  that  purpose  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office ;  and  if  it  shall  appear, 
from  teslimooT  satisfactorf  to  the  register  and 
reeeifer  of  publie  monevs;  that  an  error  in  the 
entry  has  been  made,  and  that  the  same  was  oeca* 
sioned  by  original  incorrect  marks  made  by  the 
surreyor,  or  by  the  obliteration  or  change  of  the 
original  marks  and  numbers  at  the  corners  of  the 
tract  of  land ;  or  that  it  has  in  any  otherwise 
arisen  from  mistake  or  error  of  the  surveyor,  or 
officers  of  the  land  office;  the  said  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  report,  the  case^ 
with  the  testimony,  and  their  opinion  thereon,  to 
the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  who  shall  hare 
power  to  direct,  if  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  pro- 
per, that  the  purchaser  shall  be  at  liberty  to  with* 
draw  the  entry  so  erroneously  made,  and  that  the 
moneys  which  had  been  paio,  shall' be  applied  in 
the  purchase  of  other  lands  in  the  same  district, 
or  credited  in  the  payment  for  other  lands  which 
shall  bare  been  purchased  at  the  same  office. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

Aa  Act  oonceming  Invalid  Pensions, 

Be  U  enacted^  ^  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  pensions^  according  to  the 
rates,  and  commencing  at  the  times,  hereinafter 
mentioned ;  that  is  to  say : 

Benijah  Abro,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  of  October 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Robert  Craighead,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 

Jer  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirty-first  of 
anuary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Solomon  Tan  RenssaTlaer,  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  October,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  iwelve. 
and  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars,  the  amount  of  pension  to  him  at 
the  rate  of  twentjr  dollars  per  month,  commenc* 
ing  en  the  thirUeth  of  Januarv,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two^  and  ending  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received 
while  serving  as  a  captain  of  dragoons  under 
General  Wayne^  in  a  battle  with  the  Indians,  on 
the  twentieth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four. 

Thomas  Bailey,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Benjamin  Pincin,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
pet  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Caleb  J.  Whaley,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirti- 
eth of  Deeembtf,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

William  Sarnest,  whose  father  died  of  wounds 
lecelved  in  battle  during  the  late  war,  to  be  ap- 


gied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  lor  the 
epi^tment  of  War,  in  the  education  of  the  said 
William,  at  the  Connecticut  asylum  for  the  edu- 
cation and  instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons^ 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years,  at  the  rata 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  aanum, 

John  Low,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Jeremiah  Burnham,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUart 

Ser  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
anuary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aer- 
enteen. 

John  Sargent,  of  Vermont,  at  the  rate  of  lour 
debars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

reteir  Francisco,  of  Virginia,  at  the  rate  of  eiffht 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  an4 
nineteen. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  fiuiher  enacted,  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  liBfi  of  the  United  States, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  a^ 
fixed  to  their  names;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  time  hereinafter  mentioned,  and 
be  in  lieu  of  pensions  they  at  present  reeeiva; 
that  is  to  say : 

Benjamin  Merrill,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollnia 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen. 

Timothy  Mix,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dtdlars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
one  thoueand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

William  Lacxin,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  eonunence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  serenteeo. 

John  Wright,  at  the  rata  of  six  doliais  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Samuel  Key  Kendall,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

James  Campbell,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Philip  Krugh,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  June^  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Gteorge  Pierson,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  Septemlwri 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

John  Long,  at  tne  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-eixbth  of  Februaryi 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Thomas  MoBarney,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

William  Simpson,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollaia 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  Septem- 
Der.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

James  C.  Wingard,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUan 
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per  month,  to  commeDce  on  th«  thirtieth  of  No- 
Temher.  one  thonsand  eight  handred  and  aiiteen. 

William  Arnold,  at  the  rate  of  seren  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
llrst  daj  of  April,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred 
and  eignteen. 

Joseph  8.  Van  Driesen,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day 
of  Jannary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

John  Tilton,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  •dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Joseph  Westeotc,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ser- 
enteen. 

Aaron  Stafford,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eighi  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enaeted^  That  any 
penaion  granted  by  this  act,  or  any  other  act  here- 
after to  be  passed,  to  any  officer,  soldier,  or  marine, 
who  serred  in  the  Refolutiooary  war,  shall  cease 
and  be  discontinued,  in  case  the  individual  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  granted  hath  availed 
himself,  or  shall  hereaAer  avail  himself,  of  the 
provisions  of  an  act,  passed  the  eighteenth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
leen,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
eons  engaged  in  the  land  and  nayal  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war." 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
persons  entitled  to  pensions  in  conformity  with 
the  provision  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  during 
the  Revolutionarv  war,"  passed  April  ihe  eigh- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  six,  and  also,  the 
fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners,"  passed  ihe  twenty- 
fifth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ieight,  may  bie  placed  on  the  pension  list  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  without  reporting  the  same  to 
Congress. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land,  and  estab- 
liriiing  land  offices  in  the  districta  east  of  the  island 
of  New  Orleans. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  all  the  claims  to  land 
founded  on  complete  grants  from  the  Spanish 
Government,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  by  the  commissioners  from  the  districts 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  appointed  under  the 
authority  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascer- 
taining the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part 
of  Louisiana,  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi and  island  of  New  Orleans,"  which  are 
contained  in  the  several  reports  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  which  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
missioners, valid,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages, 
and  customs  of  the  said  Government,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  recognised  as  valid  and  complete 
titles,  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United 


States,  or  right  derived  from  the  United  States : 
And  that  all  claims  founded  on  British  grants, 
contained  in  the  said  reports,  which  have  been 
sold  and  conveyed  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  of  the  third  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  by  which  that 
part  of  Louisiana,  lying  east  of  the  island  of 
Orleans,  was  ceded  to  Spain,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  West  Florida,  or  which  were  settled 
and  cultivated  by  the  nerson  having  the  legal  title 
therein,  at  the  date  ot  said  treaty,  are  recognised 
as  valid  and  complete  titles  against  any  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  united  States,  or  derived  from 
the  United  States. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted   That  all 
claims,  reported  as  aforesaid,  and  contained  in  the 
several  reports  of  the  said  commissioners,  founded 
on  any  order  of  survey,  requeite,  permission  to 
settle,  or  any  written  evidence  oi  claim,  derived 
from  the  Spanish  authorities,  which  ought,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioners,  to  be  confirmed, 
snd  which,  by  the  said  reports,  appear  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  Spanish  Government  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  and  the  land  claimed  to  have 
been  cultivated  and  inhabited  on  or  before  that 
day,  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
the  title  had  been  completed :  Prtmded^  That,  in 
all  such  claims  where  the  plat  and  certificate'  of 
survev  made  prior  to  the  nfteenih  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  thirteen,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Spanish  Qovemmeoc,  in  pur- 
suance of  such  claim,  has  not  been  filed  with  the 
said  commissioners,  such  claim  shall  not  be  con- 
firmed to  any  one  person  for  more  than  twelve 
hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  and  that  for  all  the 
other  claims  to  land  comprised  in  the  reports 
aforesaid^  and  which  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners,  to  be  confirmed,  the  claimant  to 
such  lands  shall  be  entitled  to  a  grant  therefor  as 
a  donation :  Frovided,  That  such  grant,  as  a  do- 
nation, shall  not  be  made  to  any  one  person  for 
more  than  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres; 
which  confirmation  of  the  said  incomplete  titles 
and  grants  of  donations,  hereby  provided  to  be 
made,  shall  amount  on  I  v  to  a  relinquishment  for- 
ever, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  any  claim 
whatever  to  the  tra^t  of  land  so  confirmed  or 
granted :  And  provided^  aleOj  That  no  such  claim 
shall  be  confirmed  to  any  person  to  whom  the 
title  to  any  tract  of  land  shall  have  been  recog- 
nised under  the  precediaff  provisions. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  furAer  enacted^  That  every 
person,  or  his  or  her  legal  representative  whose 
claim  is  comprised  in  the  lisu  or  register  of  claims, 
reported  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  the  per- 
sons embraced  in  the  list  of  actual  settlers,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  not  having  any  writ- 
ten eridence  of  claim  reported  as  aforesaid,  shall^ 
where  it  appears,  by  the  said  reports,  or  by  the 
said  lists,  that  the  land  claimed  or  settled  on  had 
been  actually  inhabited  or  cultivated,  by  such 
person  or  persons  in  whose  rights  he  claims,  on 
or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be  entitled  to  a  grant 
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for  the  land  to  clftimed,  or  settled  on,  as  a  dona* 
tion:  Provided,  That  not  more  than  one  traet 
shall  be  thus  granted  to  aof  one  person,  and  the 
same  shall  not  contain  more  than  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres ;  and  that  no  lands  shall  be  thus  grant- 
ed which  are  claimed  or  recognised  by  the  pre- 
ceding sections  of  this  act. 

Sec. 4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  every 
person  comprised  in  the  said  list  of  actual  settlers, 
not  having  any  written  evidence  of  claim  to  land 
in  said  districts,  and  who,  on  the  twelAh  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
shall  have  inhabited  or  cultivated  a  tract  of  land 
in  either  of  the  said  districts,  not  claimed  by  vir- 
tue of  either  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act, 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference,  on  becoming  a 
purchaser,  from  the  United  States,  of  such  tract 
of  land,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and 
at  the  same  price,  for  which  the  other  public 
lands  are  sold  at  private  sale :  Provided,  That 
the  first  instalment  of  the  purchase  money  shall 
be  paid  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
district  within  which  the  land  lies,  within  two 
years  after  the  opening  of  the  land  office  for  auch 
district. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
lands  in  the  districts  aforesaid,  and  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  which  may  remain  the  property  of 
the  Upited  States  therein,  a  land  office  shall  be 
established  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  to  be  kept 
for  the  western  district,  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse, 
and,  for  the  eastern  district,  at  Jackson  Court- 
house ',  and  a  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  shall  be  appointed  for  each  of  the  said 
land  offices,  who  shall  give  security  in  the  same 
manner,  and  in  the  same  sums,  and  whose  com- 
pensation, duties,  and  authorit^Ti  shall,  in  every 
respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands 
which  shall  hereafter  be  disposed  of,  at  their  re- 
spective offices,  as  are  by  law  provided  in  relation 
to  the  other  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys  for  the  several  land  offices  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  or  persons,  claiming  lands  in  either  of  the 
said  districts,  whose  claims  have  not  heretofore 
been  filed  with  the  commissioner  of  the  land 
office,  of  the  district  wherein  the  lands  lie,  shall 
be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  July^  one  thou- 
sand ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty,  to  deliver  notices 
in  writiDg:,  and  the  evidences  of  their  claims,  in 
the  said  districts,  respectively,  to  the  register  of 
the  land  office  at  JacKson  Courthouse  and  at  St. 
Helena  Courthouse ;  and  the  notices  and  evidences 
so  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
payment  of  the  same  fees,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
delivered  before  the  commissioners  closed  their 
said  registers. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons,  who  had  filed  his  or  their  notice 
of  claims  to  land,  within  either  of  the  said  dis- 
tricts, with  the  commissioner  of  the  land  office, 
according  to  the  former  laws,  but  have  not  ex- 
hibited sufficient  testimony  in  support  of  the  same, 


[  and  whose  claim  has  not  been  recommended  for 
confirmation,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  t'bousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
to  deliver  written  evidence,  or  other  testimony, 
in  support  of  his  or  their  claim,  the  notice  of  whieb 
had  been  filed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  register  of  the 
land  office  at  St.  Helena,  for  lands  lying  in  the 
district  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  to  the  register  of 
the  land  office  at  Jackson  Courthouse^  for  xher 
lands  lying  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river }  and 
the  evidence  of  claims,  the  notice  whereof  had 
been  filed,  as  aforesaid,  for  lands  lying  in  thesaic^ 
district,  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  bv 
this  section,  to  the  said  registers,  shall  be  recorded 
hf  them,  respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  wa» 
directed  by  former  acts,  on  receiving  the  same 
fees  allowed  by  said  acta,  for  recording  evidence 
of  claims  to  lands  in  the  same  districts. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said 
respective  land  offices,  at  Jackson  Courthouse  «nd 
at  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  shall  have  the  same 
powers,  and  perform  the  same  duties,  in  every 
respect,  in  relation  to  the  claims  that  may  be  filed 
in  virtue  of  the  sixth  section  of  this  act,  and  in 
relation  to  the  claims,  the  notices  of  which  had 
been  filed  uAdor  former  acts,  as  well  as  to  the  ad- 
ditional evidence  which  shall  be  adduced  in  sap- 
port  thereof,  aigreeably  to  the  seventh  section  of 
this  act,  as  the  commissioners  for  the  districts 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river  would  have  had,  or 
should  have  performed,  if  such  notices  had  been 
filed,  and  socn  evidence  adduced,  before  the  said 
commissioners  closed  their  registers. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  dnty  of  the  register  of  each  of  the  said 
land  offices,  respectively,  to  make^  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  a  report  of 
all  the  claims  filed  with  the  register  aforesaid, 
with  the  substance  of  .the  evidence  in  support 
thereof ;  and  of  the  claims  formerly  filed,  in  sup- 
port of  whioh  additional  evidence  shall  have  been 
received,  with  the  substance  of  such  evidence ; 
and  also  their  opinion,  and  such  remarks  respect- 
ing theciaim  as  they  may  think  proper  to  make  | 
which  report,  together  with  a  list  of  the  claims, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  register  and  receiver, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  also  a  list  of  actual 
settlers,  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  noting 
the  time  of  their  respective  settlements,  shall  be 
laid,  by  the  Commisioner  of  the  Gkneral  Laud 
Office,  before  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  fdV 
their  determination  thereon. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itjurther  enacUd,  That  the 
said  registers  and  receivers  shall,  respectively, 
have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  a 
person  capable  of  translating  the  French  and 
Spanish  languages,  and  who  shall'  perform  the 
duty  of  translator,  when  required  by  said  regis- 
ters and  receivers;  and  each  of  the  said  registers 
and  receivers  shall  be  allowed,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  services  in  relation  to  the  said  claims, 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  ana 
each  of  the  clerks  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand 
I  dollars  a  year :  Provided,  That  not  more  than 
I  eighteen  months'  compensation  be  thus  allowed 
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to  th€  reffiHer,  receiver,  and  clerk,  for  tbedtstrici 
etal  of  Feftrl  river  $  nor  more  than  eighteen 
months'  eonpensatioo  be  allowed  to  the  register, 
receiver,  nod  clerk,  of  the  district  west  of  Pearl 
river. 

Bbo.  11.  Amd  he  it  finiher  enacted,  That  the 
•nrveyor  for  the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tea- 
oassee  shall,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
t^  President  of  the  United  States,  appoint  a 
principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  lands  within 
the  said  districts,  who  shall  receive  an  annual 
lalary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  the  following  fees :  that  is  to  say :  for 
examining  and  recording  the  surveys  executed 
by  any  of  (he  deputies^  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
oents  for  every  mile  or  the  boundary  line  or  such 
survey ;  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plat  of  a 
survey  in  the  office,  twenty-five  cents}  and  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed, 
by  his  other  deputies,  the  lands,  the  claims  to 
which  are  confirmed,  and  that  are  directed  to  be 

Kftated  as  donations,  where  the  same  have  not 
en  already  aurvayed,  and  the  lands  which  may 
be  claimed  by  right  of  pre-emption,  whenever 
directed  by  the  register  and  receiver,  and  to  exe- 
cute sueb  other  surveys  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  ascertainment  of  the  lands,  the  title  or  claim 
to  which  is  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners aforesaid.  And  the  said  principal 
deputy  surveyor  shall  make  out  particular  plato 
of  the  surveys  directed  by  this  act,  which  be 
^U  return  lo  the  register  of  the  proper  district  j 
and  also,  a  general  and  connected  plat,  which  he 
shall  return  to  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of 
tbe  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  the  expense  of  sur- 
?eying  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States :  Pro- 
vmdi  The  same  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole, 
fsur  dollars  a  mile,  for  everv  mile  which  shall  be 
aetually  surveyed  and  marxed. 

Sbc.  13.  And  he  UJuriher  enaeUd,  That  the 
books  of  the  former  commissioners,  In  which  the 
ekims,  and  evidence  of  claims,  are  recorded,  shall 
be  lodged  with  the  registers  of  the  land  office,  for 
the  respective  districts ;  and  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys,  in  each  respective  district, 
shall  have  power  to  examine  the  claims  recc«- 
niaed|  confirmed,  or  provided  to  be  granted,  by 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  also,  claims  tp  the 
right  of  pre-emption ;  and  they  shall  make  dot  to 
each  claimant,  entitled,  in  their  opinion,  thereto, 
a  certificate,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case, 
under  such  Instructions  as  they  may  receive  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Chtneral  Land  Office  | 
and  on  presentation  at  the  General  Land  Office 
of  such  certificate  for  a  confirmed  claim,  or  for  a 
donation,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  where  it  aba  11  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
that  the  certificate  has  been  fairly  obuined,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  then,  and  in  that  case,  a  patent  shall  be  grant- 
ed, in  like  manner  as  for  other  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siatea. 

Sbc  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That'  the 
President  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  said  dis« 


tricts  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  be 
nominated  to  them  at  their  next  meeting. 
Approved,  Biarch  3, 1819. 

An  Act  hi  sdditton  to  the  acts  profaibitiag  the  Bhw 

Trade. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  oe.  and  be  is  hereby,  authorixed, 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  causa 
any  of  the  armed  vesseb  of  the  United  States  to 
be  employed  to  cruise  on  any  of  the  coasts  of  the 
Unitecl  States,  or  Territories  thereof,  or  of  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  where  he  may  judge 
attempts  may  be  made  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade 
by  citizens  or  residents  of  the  United  States^  in 
contravention  of  the  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting 
the  same,  and  to  instruct  and  direct  the  command 
ers  of  all  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  to 
seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
wheresoever  found,  which  may  have  taken  on 
board,  or  which  may  be  intended  for  the  purpose 
of  uking  on  board,  or  of  transporting,  or  may 
have  transported,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person 
of  color,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port 
or  place  within  the  jurisdistion  of  the  United 
Stales,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred  and  eight,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  ot  the 
same,"  or  of  any  other  act  or  acts  prohibiiing  the 
traffic  in  slaves,  to  be  proceeded  aninst  accordiog 
to  law.    And  the  proceeds  of  all  snips  and  vessel^ 
their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods 
and  effects  on  board  of  them,  which  shall  ae  so 
seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned,  shall  be  divi- 
ded equally  between  the  United  States  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  shall  seize,  take,  or  bring, 
the  same  into  port  for  condemnation,  whether 
such  seizure  be  made  by  an  armed  vessel  of  the 
United  States  or  revenue  cotter  thereof.    And 
the  same  shall  be  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  for  the  distribution  of  prizes 
taken  from  an  enemy.    Provided,  That  the  offi- 
cers and  men,  to  be  entitled  to  one  half  of  the 
proceeds  aforesaid,  shall  safe  keep  every  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  found  on  board  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  so  seized,  taken,  or  brought 
into  port,  for  condemnation,  and  shall  deliver 
^very  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  to 
the  marshal  of  the  district  in*  which  they  are 
brought,  if  into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  or,  if 
elsewhere,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be 
lawfuUj^  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  tne  manner  hereinafter  directed,  trans- 
mitting to  the  President  of  tne  United  States,  as 
soon  as  maV  be  after  such  delivery,  a  descriptive 
list  of  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of 
color,  that  he  may  give  directions  for  the  dis- 
posal of  them.    And  provided fwrtheTf  That  the 
commanders  of  such  commissioned  vessels   do 
cause  to  be  apprehended,  and  taken  into  custody, 
every  person  found  on  board  of  such  vessel,  so 
seized  and  taken,  being  of  the  officers  or  crew 

thereof,  and  him  or  them  convey,  as  soon  as  con- 
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yeaieotlr-  may  be,  to  the  civil  authority  of  tho 
llaited  States,  to  be  proceeded  against,  io  due 
course  of  law,  in  some  of  the  districts  thereof. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  /urther  0ia^ed,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized,  to  make  such  regoiaiions  and 
arrangements,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
safekeeping,  support,  and  removal  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  of  all  such  neffroes, 
mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  as  may  be  so  deliv- 
ered and  brought  within  their  jurisdiction ;  and 
to  appoint  a  proper  nerson  or  persons,  residing 
upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  agent  or  agents  for 
reeeiTine  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of 
color,  delivered  from  on  board  vessels,  seised  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  slave'  trade,  by  command- 
ers of  the  United  States'  armed  vessels. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jwriher  enacted^  That  a 
bounty  of  twenty*five  dollars  be  paid  to  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  the  commissioned  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  or  revenue  cutters,  for  each 
and  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  who 
shall  have  been,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  deliv- 
ered to  the  marshal  or  aeent  duly  appointed  to 
receive  them:  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay,  or 
cause  to  be  paid,  to  such  officers  and  crews,  or 
their  agent,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  for  each  person 
delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  4.  And  beiijurfher  enacted^  That  when 
aoy  citisen,  or  other  person,  shall  lodge  informa- 
tion with  the  attorney  for  the  district  of  any 
Bute  or  Territory,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  any 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  has  been  im- 
ported therein,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  the  said  attorney  forthwith  to  com- 
mence a  prosecution,  by  Information ;  and  pro- 
cess shall  issue  against  the  person  charged  with 
holding  such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes, 
person  or  persons  of  color,  so  alleged  to  be  im- 
ported contrary  .to  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
aforesaid :  And  if.  upon  the  return  of  the  process 
executed,  it  shall  be  ascertained,  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury,  that  such  negro.,  nesroes,  mulatto,  mu- 
lattoes, person  or  persons  of  color,  have  been 
brought  in,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  nets  in  such  eases  made  and  provided, 
then  the  court  shall  direct  the  marshal  of  the 
said  district  to  take  the  said  negroes,  mulattoes,. 
or  persons  of  odor,  into  his  eostodjr,  for  safe- 
keeping, subject  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of 
tha  United  States:  and  the  informer  or  inform- 
•rs,  who  shall  have  lodged  the  information,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  over  and  above  the  portion 
of  the  penalties  accruing  to  him  or  them  by  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, a  bounty  of  fifty  dollars,  for  each  and 
every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  who 
rtall  have  been  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the 
marshal ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  aathorized  and  required  to  pay,  or  cause 
to  be  paid,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  upon  the  certffi- 
eate  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  district 
where  the  prosecution  may  have  been  had,  with 
the  seal  or  office  thereto  annexed,  stating  the 


number  of  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of 
color,  so  delivered. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  ftuiher  enaeied^  That  It 
shall  be  the  doty  of  the  commander  of  anv  armed 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shall 
make  any  capture  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  bring  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  for  adjudi- 
cation, into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  State  or 
Territory  to  which  such  vessel,  so  captured, 
shall  belong,  if  he  can  ascertain  the  same ;  if  not, 
then  to  be  sent  into  any  convenient  port  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  all 
such  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  as  may  be  repugnant 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  herebv,  repealed. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars^  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  oarry 
this  law  into  effect 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  building,  erecting,  snd  pla- 
cing light-houses,  beacons,  and  huoys,  on  places 
derignsted  in  Boston,  Bnzsard,  and  Chesapeake, 
Bsys,  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and  for  other  yu* 


Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by 
contract,  which  shall  be  approved  bv  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Suites,  for  building  light- 
houses, erecting  beacons  or  landmarks,  and  plar 
cing  light  vessels  or  boats,  on  the  following  sites 
or  shoals,  to  wit: 

A  light-house  on  Long  Island  Head^  and  a 
beacon  or  landmark  on  Half-way  Rock,  in  Bos- 
ton Bay ;  and  also  a  light-house  on  Bird's  Island, 
in  Buzzard's  Bay,  in  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts. 

A  light-house  on  Galloo  Island,  near  the  outlei 
of  Lake  Ontario,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

A  light-house,  at  a  proper  place,  at  or  between 
the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  the  mouth  of  Detroit  River,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Three  light-houses,  on  the  following  ^ites:  one 
on  the  Bodkin,  one  on  North  Point,  and  one  on 
Sparrow's  Point,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

A  light-house  on  Windmill  Point,  at  the  mouth 
of  Rappahannock  river,  or  a  light  vessel  or  boat 
on  the  Wolf-trap  shoals,  if  the  latter  shall  be 
deemed  preferable  to  a  light-house  on  Windmill 
Point;  a  light-house  on  Craney  Island,  at  the 
mouth  of  Elizabeth  river,  and  a  light  vessel,  or 
boat,  on  Willoughby's  Spit,  between  Lynnhaven 
Ba]^  and  Hampton  Roads,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 

?:inia:  And  a  beacon,  or  landmark,  on  Wolf 
sland,  near  the  port  of  Darien,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  cause  three  buoys  to  be  placed  in  such 
manner  as  to  mark  out  the  channel  leading  into 
the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  one  buov  to  be  placed 
on  West  Island  Ledge,  in  Buzzard^  Bay;  a  spin- 
dle, or  buoy,  on  the  outer  rock  of  the  reef  run* 


2547 


AFPBSUDTSL 


2548 


PMic  AeU  of  CkmgrtM. 


BiBg  from  Cochney's  Island  to  Eastern  Norwalk 
laland;  another  spindle,  or  buoy,  on  the  reef 
rnnnincaboat  southwest  from  the  western  point 
of  the  Western  Norwaik  hland;  and  a  spindle 
on  the  rock  off  the  point  of  Fairweather  Island, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut:  And  twenty  buoys 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  Paupsco  river,  for 
designating  the  shoals  and  chanpel,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itJurtherenacUd^  That  it  shall 
be  the  doty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
eause  a  pier  to  be  carried  out  lo  nine  feet  water, 
at  the  light-house  heretofore  authorized  to  be 
erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi;  and, 
also,  that  he  cause  the  present  wood  tower,  at  the 
Segttin  light-house,  in  ihe  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  be  replaced  with  one  of  stone. 

Seo.  i.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  there 
be  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  following  sums  of  money,  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  heretofore  enumerated  in  this 
act,  to  wit:  For  the  erection  and  establishment 
of  light-houses  on  Long  Island  Head,  on  Bird's 
Island,  and  a  beacon  or  landmark  on  Half-way 
Rock,  eleren  thousand  five  hundred  dollars: 
For  a  light*house  on  Ckilloo  Island,  near  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Ontario,  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars:  For  a  light-house,  at  a  proper 
place  Jit  or  between  the  mouth  of  Grand  river 
and  betroit  river,  ^^e  thousand  dollars:  For 
three  light-bouses,  one  on  the  Bodkin,  one  on 
North  Point,  and  one  on  Sparrow's  Point,  in 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  on  the  Patapsco  river, 
nine  thousand  dollars:  For  a  light-house  on 
Windmill  Point,  or  light  vessel  or  boat  on  the 
Wolf-trap  shoals,  a  light  vessel  or  boat  on  Wil- 
loughby's  Spit,  between  Lynnhaven  Bay  and 
Hampton  Roads,  and  a  light-house  on  Craney 
Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river,  twelve 
thousand  dollars;  For  three  buoys,  to  mark  out 
the  channel  leading  into  Boston  harbor,  and  for 
one  to  be  placed  on  West  Island  Ledge,  in  Buz- 
zard's Bay,  sixteen  hundred  dollars:  For  the 
spindles  or  buoys  on  the  reef  running  fr6m  Coch- 
ney's  Island ;  for  that  on  the  reef  running  about 
southwest  from  the  western  point  of  the  Western 
Norwalk's  Island,  and  for  that  on  the  rock  off  the 
point  of  Fairweather  Island,  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars: For  twenty  buoys,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  Patapsco  river,  eight  thou- 
sand dollars:  For  the  pier  to  be  carried  out  from 
the  light-bouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
four  thousand  dollars;  and  for  replacing  the 
tower  at  the  Seguin  light-house,  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  for  a  beacon  or  landmark  on 
Wolf  Island,  near  the  port  of  Darien,  in  the  State 
of  Qeorsia,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That,  to 
make  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made,  for  the  purposes  following,  the 
several  sums,  respectively  named,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  payable  out  of  anjr  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  wit :  To  pay  for  the  land,  and  erecting  the 
light-house,  at  Holmes's  Hole,  sixty-three  dol- 


lars: For  ereeting  a  light<4ioiiae  on  the  south 
point  of  Sapelo  Island,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  five  dollars. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  and  twenty-seven  dollars 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appro- 
priated,, to  pay  the  salaries  to  the  several  keepers 
of  the  light-houses  within  the  United  Sutes ;  to 
be  applied,  und^r  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  so  as  to  fix  the  annual  salary  of 
each  keeper  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

Seo.  7,  And  be  itjur^ter  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  case  he  shall  deem 
it  expedient  and  proper,  may  cause  the  light- 
house heretofore  authorized  to  be  erected  on  the 
south  point  of  Sapelo  Island,  to  be  changed  to, 
and  placed  on,  Wolfs  Island. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819 


An  Act  to  repesl  put  of  an  passed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  Febrnsry,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirtaen,  entitled  *'  An  act  in  addition  to 
*  An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  EsUblishment.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  fCf  That  so  much  of  the  last 
clause  of  the  *'Act  in  addition  to  *Aa  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  fisi aMisb  men t,"  passed  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  aa  cootaios  these 
words,  beioff  the  concluding  words  of  the  ciatise, 
namely :  "  And  that  such  contracts  shall  secure 
the  regular  transportation  of  the  mail  ihroughoat 
the  year;"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  annaUed 
and  repealed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


RESOLUnONa 


Resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  into  the  Union. 

Reeolved  by  the  Senate  and  HaueeafRepreeent-' 
tUtvee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Con-- 
greee  aeeemhUdy  That,  whereas,  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, entitled  ^*An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footioe  with  the  orig- 
inal States,"  the  people  of  said  Territory  did,  on 
the  twenty-eixth  day  of  August,  in  the  present 
year,  by  a  convention  called  for  that  purpose,  form 
for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gorem* 
ment,  which  constitution  and  State  goyernmeat, 
so  formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  of  the  articles  of  compact  between 
the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  ia 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seren :  Reeotved  by  the  Sesa- 
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ate  and  Bnue  0/ BepreteniaHveB  rf  the  linked 
Statee  of  America  in  Cang^reee  cueembied.  That 
the  State  of  Illinois  shall  be  oDe,  and  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States  bf  Amer- 
ica, and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever. 
Approved,  December  3, 1818. 


Resolation  anthoiuing  the  trtnsniiiskm  of  eertsn 
doeoments  free  oi  postage. 

Reeolvedy  f  c,  That  the  members  of  Congress, 
the  Delegates  from  Territories,  the  Secretarjr  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
tives,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
transmit,  free  of  postage,  to  any  post  office  within 
the  United  States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  any 
documents  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  commu- 
nicated to  either  House  of  Congress,  during  the 
§  resent  session,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
itates  or  either  of  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
and  printed  for  the  use  of  Congress. 
Approved,  December  5, 1818. 


Resolution  directuig  a  survey  of  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Remdved  ^,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  cause 
surveys  to  be  made  of  the  points  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras.  Cape  Lookout,  and  Cape  Fear,  and  of  the 
shoals  of  those  capes,  respectively ;  and  to  cause 
such  an  examination  to  be  made  of  those  capes 
and  shoals,  respectively,  as  will  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  erecting  light-houses,  beacons, 
or  buoys,  on  or  near  the  extreme  points  of  them, 
or  either  of  them ;  and  also  to  cause  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  said  capes,  extreme  points, 
and  shoals,  respectively,  to  be  ascertainea  with 
as  much  exactness  as  may  be  practicable ;  and 
that  the  results  of  such  surveys  and  examinations 
be  reported  to  Congress. 

Approved,  January  19, 1819. 


Resolution  for  the  distribution  of  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals ;  and  directing  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statist 
tics  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library. 

Rewlved^fe,^  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
cause  to  be  distributed  one  copy  of  Seybert's  Sta- 
tistical Annals  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  Executive  of  each  State  and  Territory, 
one  copy ;  two  copies  for  the  use  of  each  of  the 
Departments,  viz:  State,  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy;  one  copy  for  the  use  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States ;  and  one  copv  to 
each  member  and  delegate  of  the  Fifteenth  Con- 
gress; and  one  copy  to  each  college  and  aniver- 
versity  in  the  United  States,  if  applied  for  by 
such  college  or  university ;  and  the  residue  of 
the  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Annals  aforesaid, 
toji^ether  with  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies 
01  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics,  shall  be  de- 


podted  in  the  Library  of  Congrtas,  for  the  vte 
of  the  nwmbers. 
Approved,  January  83, 1819. 


Resolutiene  authoriiing  the  transmission  of  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  ^e  Mport  of  the  oommitlee 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  free  of  postage. 

Reeoived,  ^.,  That  the  Members  of  Congress, 
the  Delegates  from  Territories,  the  Secretary  oi 
the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  th«  House  of  Represent* 
atlves,  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  to 
transmit,  rree  of  postage,  to  aojr  post  office  within 
the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  the 
documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  15, 1819. 


Resolutions  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  print* 
ing  of  Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof^  and  proTiding  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  or  printers. 

Reeolvedf  ^,  That  the  printing  of  Congress, 
unless  when  otherwise  specially  ordered,  shall 
be  done  in  the  following  form  and  manner,  viz : 

Bills,  as  heretofore,  with  English  type,  on  fool- 
scap paper.  Rule  or  table-work,  in  royal  octavo 
size,  where  it  can  be  brought  into  that  size,  by 
any  type  not  smaller  than  brevier ;  and  where  it 
cannot,  in  such  form  as  to  fold  conveniently  into 
the  volume.  All  other  printiug  with  a  small 
pica  type,  on  royal  paper,  in  pages  of  the  same 
size  as  those  of  the  last  edition  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States^  including  the  marginal  notes. 

And  the  following  prices  shall  be  aliowed  and 
paid  for  the  above  described  work :  For  the  com- 
position of  every  page  of  bills,  one  dollar:  of 
every  page  of  small  pica,  plain  work,  one  dollar ; 
of  every  page  of  small  pica,  rule-work,  two  dol- 
lars ;  every  page  of  brevier,  rule-work,  three  dol- 
lars and  firty  cents ;  and  for  a  larger  form  of  bre- 
vier rule-work,  in  proportion. 

For  the  press-work  of  bills,  including  paper, 
folding,  and  stitching — for  fifty  copies,  twenty -five 
cents  per  page ;  for  four  hunared  copies,  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  page ;  for  the  press- 
work  of  tables,  other  than  those  in  the  regular 
octavo  form,  for  six  hundred  copies,  including  as 
above,  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  per  form ;  for 
the  press-work  of  the  Journals,  or  nine  hundred 
copies,  including  as  abof  e,  one  dollar  per  page ; 
for  all  other  printing,  in  the  octavo  form,  of  six 
hundred  copies,  including  as  above,  eighty-seven 
and  a  half  cents  per  page ;  and  for  a  larger  or 
smaller  number,  in  proportion. 

That,  as  soon  as  this  resolution  shall  have  been 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
each  Honse  shall  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  printer, 
to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Congress : 
and  the  person  having  the  greater  number  of 
votes  shall  be  considered  duly  elected,  and  shall 
give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
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House  of  RepraentatiTea,  respftctirtly;  fbr  the 
prompt,  accurate,  and  neat  execution  of  tne  work; 
and  in  case  any  inconrenient  delay  should  be^  at 
any  time,  experienced  by  either  House,  in  the 
delivery  of  its  work,  the  Secretary  and  Clerk, 
nspeeurely,  may  be  authorized  to  employ  ano- 
ther priater  to  ezflcute  any  portion  of  the  work 
of  the  Senate  or  House,  and  chaifa  the  excess, 
in  the  account  of  such  printer,  for  executing  each 
work,  above  what  is  herein  allowed,  to  the  print- 
er guilty  of  such  negligence  and  delay :  Pro- 
viaed,  That  nothinff  herein  contained  shall  pre- 
alude  the  choice  of  the  same  printer  by  the  Senate 
and  by  the  House  of  Representatlres. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


Beaoliitioii  4eclariiig  the  manner  in  which  Urnwh 
eomposing  the  Nmyj  of  the  Onited  fitatw  dilhi 
named. 

Re»€lyedL  f  c,  That  all  sfaipB  of  the  Narf  i 
the  United  States,  now  building,  or  hereafiir 
to  be  built,  shall  be  named  by  the  Secrettry  «f 
the  Navy,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  aecording  to  the  foliowiag 
rule,  to  wit:  Those  of  the  ^ni  class  shall  be 
called  after  the  States  of  this  Union;  those  of 
the  second  class  after  the  rivers;  aod  these  of 
the  third  class  after  the  prittcifial  cities  aod 
towns}  taking  care  that  no  two  vessels  ioche 
Navy  shall  b^r  the  same  name. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 
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Abbott,  Samael,  Mr.  Edwards  presentad  the  pe- 
tition of 

Abolition  of  Slavefy,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the 
memorial  of  the  American  Convention  for 
the  promotion  of  the,  referred 

Abom,  Joaeph,  Mr.  Bonill  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred    - *I 

Acconnta,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of     •      18 

Adjournment,  the  nanal  reaoInUona  preparatory 

to  -.-•---    28b 

Agent  for  paying  Penaionera,  a  bill  from  the 
Hooae  of  Repreaentetitea  to  aathoriae  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  an  additional, 
in  the  Sute  of  Tenneaaee,  read      - 
read  a  second  time,  and  relerred 
reported  without  amendment     -        -    ,    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ... 
Alabama  Territory,  Mr.  Tait  preaented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legulature  of,  praying  ad- 
miasion  into  the  Union  aa  a  State,  d^., 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  o(  to  ibim  a  State 
government,  dec,  read  -        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        -        •      70 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -114 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  *        -        -    121 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTea 

with  amendments  -       ...       -    291 
read,  and  concurred  in      -       -        -        -    263 

Alburgh  and  Champlain,  Mr.  Tichenor  mbmitted 

a  reaolut^on  inetructing  the  Committee  of 

Commerce  and  Mannfacturea  to  inquire 

into  the  expedient  of  ereoting  the  two 

districts  of,  into  one        .        •        •        • 

considered,  and  agreed  to  - 

AUbin,  John,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  the  petition  of, 

referred         --•-•- 

the  oammittee  diacharged  therefrom  • 

Alleghany  Moontaina,  a  bill  from  the  Hooaa  of 
RepreaentatiTea  to  eatabliah  a  jodii 
trict  in  Yirfiaia,  west  of  the,  tmd 

read  a  second  time,  and  laferred 

reported  without  amendment     • 

r^rred  to  the  Judiciary  Cemmittee 

reported  with  amendmenta 

ordered  to  a  third  readinip  •       • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended    188 
Amelang,  Ferdinand  L«,  Mr.  Johnaon  preeenlad 

the  petition  of,  referred  •       •        •        *    186 
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Amcikan  ManuAetnres,  the  Bamonal  of  the 
Delttwase  Soeiaty  for  the  momolien  e( 
waa  praaantedt  read,  and  rafamd   • 
Armwy,  National,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petatian  o^  lafinred       •       •       .       . 
committee  discharged,  and  leafva  gmntod  to 
withdraw  the  papevB      •        «       *       • 
Anderson,  John,  Mr.  Rogglea  praaented  the  pe« 
tition  of,  referred   -        • 
a  fevoraMa  report  thereon  •       •       ^       ^ 
concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  lead        .        .        *        . 
read  a  seoond  time    .        .        •       -        - 
<ndered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        >        • 
read  the  third  tame,  and  paaaed  .       .       • 
ArbuthnetandAmbriater.    (the  SeminoU  War,) 
Armstrong,  John,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiTea  directing  payment  of  certain 
billa  drawn  fay,  in  feTor  of  William  Mor- 
gan, read      .        -       -        - 
read  a  second  time*  and  refenced 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered' to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Amy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 
member         .-...- 
Arnold,  Thomas,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  (he  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ...        -       -      66 
adverse  report  thereon       ....      78 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -    108 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  rea- 
olntion  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
plaeing  all  criminal  and  other  prosecu- 
tions, in  which  the  United  Statea  ahali  be 
a  party,  under  the  direction  of  the  • 
agreed  to,  and  referred      .        .        •        - 
Auatin,  Caleb,  adverse  renort  on  the  petition  of  -    161 
indefinitely  postponeol        -        -       -        .214 
Axson,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the 

petition  o(  referred        .       .        -       .      86 
a  biU  for  tiie  relief  of,  read        -       -       .273 

read  a  second  time Wl 

indefinitely  pos^ned        -        -        -        -    287 

B. 

Ball,  MottraM,  n  bill  fi«m  the  Boom  of  Bepi*- 

aentatiToe  for  relief  of,  lead  the  fim  and 

aecond  time,  and  raferted       .       •       «  80 

reported  with  an  amendmanl     •       -       -  87 

orderadtoathirdreadiof  -       «       •       -  123 

read  tiM  tiiifd  time,  and  paaMd  ai  amettded  137 
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Page. 
Btnk  of  the  United  States,  a  report  from  the 
Seeretaiy  of  the  Trearaiy,  with  sundiy 
•tatements  respecting  the,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  last  session      4S 

Mr.  King  presented  a  memorial  of  certain 
stockholders  of  the,  which  wis  read     Sd4y  870 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the,  read         -        -        •        -    S70 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -    S7 1 

reported  without  amendment    •        •        •    276 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bannon,  Michael,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the 
Committee  of  Pensions,  dec,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of       -        -       -        -        • 
Barbour,  James,  of  Virginia,  look  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  sala- 
fies  of  certain  ofl&een    •       •       * 

apoecfa  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon 

speech- of^  on  the  bill  for  the  otgisiiatMa  of 
the  ooarta     -       •       •       •       • 

^eech  o|^  on  a  proposed  amendmeBl  to  the 
CoBsliAntioQ         .       •       •       • 

election  of,  as  President  of  Senate  fro  Ism 

thanks  of  the  Senate  Toted  to    - 

address  of,  in  reply   -        •        «        • 

BarroWy  Matthew,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe 

tition  of^  referred  •  .  •  -  •  80 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o4  read  ...  87 
read  a  second  time  .  •  *  •  •  4i 
ordered  to  a*  third  reading  ...  59 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed        •       -      68 

Barton,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatires  for  the  relief  o(  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    • 
oraered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Batman,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bep 
resentatives  for  relief  o(  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred    •    - 
reported  with  amendments 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Bay,  Elisha  Halls,  Mr.  Smith  preeented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -     110 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing,  to  appoint  an  assistant^  dec, 

read  twice -11 

read  the  thfard  time,  and  passed       •        «      19 
Beck,  Paul,  jr.,  and  Thomas  Sparks,  Mr.  Tiche- 

nor  presented  the  petition  of 
Ball,  George,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Pennons, 
d^.,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  pension  to    •        •       -        • 

resolution  agreed  to 

adTcrse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Bell,  William,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion o(  referred     -        .        •        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon      .        *        •        - 
considered  and  concurred  in      •        •        - 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  Mr.  Johtts<»  preseBtod  the 

mettioriai  o(  referred     •        •       • 
Bigger,  James.    (See  Bangtre.) 
Biidseye,  Nathan  G.,  and  Daniel  Booth,  Mr. 

Daggett  presented  the  petition  o^rstfened    197 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read       •       •       •    800 
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Birdseye,  N.  G.,  dtc— continued, 
read  a  second  time    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bombardiers^  dtc,  Mr.  Fromentin 

reeoltttion  reepecting  a  grant  of  bounty 
lands  to         •       •       •        •        . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands        •        •        •        .         • 
Bonds  for  Duties,  Mr.  Williams,  of 

submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
street  of  all  -        •       •        .        . 
agreed  to,  and  refirared  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury         •        •        .        •        . 
Bougard,  Antoine.    (See  Dezdf  JbeepA.) 
Boundariee  of  Districts,  bill  to  designate  the,  lead 
read  a  second  time    •       -        .        •        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •       .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatifev 

with  an  amendment      •       .        • 
considered  and  disagreed  to      -        •        - 
Brady,  James,  Mr.  Laoodi  preeented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -•••.. 
Brewster,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Diekerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  referred 
British  Claims  to  Lands  in  Mississippi,  Mr.  Leake 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  said  State,  reepecting,  read 

British  Parliament,  Mr.  Macon  communicated 

to  the  SeatLte  three  acfs  of  the,  read 
Briftiih  Subjects,  a  Meaamge  £rom  the  President 
of  the  I}m\«d  States  with  copiea  of  appli- 
cations reodved  fcom  the  BritiMh  Muum' 
ter  in  behalf  of  cenain,  hju^  read  eiuf  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  o(  CVums 
Brook,  George  M.,  and  Edmund  P.  Kenueiy,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives  foe 
the  relief  of,  read   ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Brown,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti< 

tion  oil  refened     - 
adveree  report  thereon  ,    - 
considered,  and  concurred  in 
Brown,  Nicholas,  and  Thomas  P.  Ives,  Mr.  Bur 

rill  presented  the  memorial  of^  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Brown,  John  G.,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  peti 

tion  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon 
oonsidered,  and  eoncurred  in 
Mr.  Mellen 'preeented  another  petitioned 

referred  to  tiie  same  conraiittee,  and  in 

duded  in  the  above  rqwrt 
BrowA,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Sep- 

reeentativee  for  relief  of  - 
read  a  first  time        .        .       • 
read  a  seeond  time,  and  refened 
reported  without  an  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  paaed 

as  amended  -        •        - 
Brown,  Noah,  and  otheia,  Mr.  King  preeented 

the  memorial  of,  refetred 
abiUforthe  relief  o^ read 
indefinitely  postponed 
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Buchaaan,  John,  and  Hngh  MiBiBf,  Mr.  Smith 

preiented  tho  petition  of,  lefarrod  -        •      97 
adveno  reports  ttieraon     ....    ill 
eontidered  and  eoneorred  in      -       •        -113 
Bnrgharty  Adolphna,  a  bill  from  the  Honao  of 

Repreaentativeaiir  relief  of,  read  •  •  68 
read  a  aeoond  time«  and  referred  -  •  64 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  78 
indefinite!  J  postponed  ....  86 
Bnmett,  Mark.  (See  Perry^  Wm.  N,) 
Bnrrill,  James,  jr.,  from  Rhode  Island,  attended  9 
remarks  o^  on  the  biU  to  increase  certain 

salariea 87 

speech  o^  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon    -      48 
remarks  of,j>n  the  bill  concerning  contiOTar- 

sies  between  Statea  ....  195 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  aick  aeamen 
Business,  a  joint  resolation  from  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  for  a  oonunittee  to  inquire 
concerning  the,  necessarj  to  be  transact- 
ed, dec,  read  three  times  by  consent, 
agreed  to*  and  a  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed          

report  of  said  joint  committee,  read    -        -    S51 
Butler,  Robert,  Adjutant  General,  dbc,  a  com- 
munication from,  in  relation  to  his  teati* 
mony  before  the  Seminole  committeoy 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed      -        -    884 
Callan,  Patrick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read  ...  888 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  840 
reported  without  smendment  -  .-  .  •  864 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised        •        -    384 

C. 

Capitol  Square,  Mr.  Mellon  submitted  a  reoolu- 
tion  instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  tho 
expediency  of  providing  for  anrrounding 
the,  with  a  atone  footway       .        .        •      9o 
considered,  and  agreed  to  •        -        •        -      98 
Carrere,  John  and  Henry  Measonler,  Mr.  John- 
son presented  the  petition  of  -        -        -      89 
Gaaain,  Mary,  Mr.  Smith  preeented  the  petition 

of,  referred  -..•••  36 
committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  the  Secretaiy  of  War       -       •       •    191 
report  of  aaid  officer  referred  to  a  committee    811 
the  eommittee  disehaiged .        •       .        .    S88 
Cast-Iron  Pipes,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  City  Coundk  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  remission  of  duty  on,  referred    -    834 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        -    871 
Causes  depending  in  die  Courts,  Mr.  Sanlbrd 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  At- 
toniey  Generid  to  pioeure  and  report^  at 
next  session,  a  list  of,  &c      -        -        -113 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -        -        •        •    166 
Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  en  motion 
of  Mr.  Fromentin  the  petition  of,  pee- 
aented  at  last  .session,  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  PuUie  Lands  -        •        •      86 
a  bin  confirming  certain  lands  to,  read       •    160 
read  a  seoond  time  .  -  •       •    164 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •       .        •    818 
read  the  third  time,,  and  passed  •        •       .    814 
Certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill 
more  efiectually  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of,  read         •       .       *       •       «      34 


Certain  crimes— continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time 41 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -       -  66 

reported  without  amendment    ...  100 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  I9i 

read  a  third  time 800 

recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee    -  800 

reported  with  amendments       •        -        -  811 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended  -        -  814 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  884 

Chaplains,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  joint  rear 
olution  for  the  appointment  of  two^  was 

adopted 10 

Chapman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Smith  preeented  the  pe- 
tition o(  referred  •        -        -        -        •81 

adverse  report  thereon               -        -.       •  41 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        •       •  68 

Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Agencies,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Mississippi,  submitted  a  resolution  re* 
speeting  extra  aliowanoes  to  the  postm»- 

tersattiie 868 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  eom-  ■ 

mittee 870 

Chivois,  William,  the  memorial  of,  was  read,  and 

deferred         ..••-.  80 

Circuit  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdictiDn . 

of  the,  read 100 

read  a  seoond  time    -        •        -        -        -  108 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  '     -  178 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  186 

Claims,  appointment  ofthe  standing  committee  of  80 

Clark,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain        -  19 

Clark,  James  H.,  Mr.  Stone  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -        ...        -88 
committee  discharged,  and  the  Committee 

of  Claims  substituted     ....  81 

adverse  report  from  said  committee    -        .  66 

the  petition  recommitted   ....  68 

adverse  report  repeated      .        .        .        •  69 

the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered        -  98 

a  bill  fertile  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  101 

read  a  second  time    •       -        -     '  -       -  111 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  801 

read  (he  third  time,  and  pasMd  *        *        *  ^^ 

Clark,  John,  Mr.  RoberU 'presented  the  petition 

o^  referred    -        .        -        •        -        -  81 
a  bin  fer  the  relief  of,  read       -        •       -  131 
read  a  second  time    --.-«>  187 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •        -  810 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed  •       -        •  818 
Clerks,a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeatativee 
to  increase  the,  number  o^  in  the  War 
Deportment,  read  twice^  add  refened     -  89 
reported  without  amendment     -       •       -  80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •       •       •  88 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        -       •  84 
report  firom  the  Navy  Department  in  rela- 
tion toita-        -       •       -       •       •  111 
report  firom  the  Treasury  Department       -  163 

Clothhig  the  Army,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  ams- 
oltttion  mstroeting  tlm  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expedisiicy  oi,  in 

domestic  manufectniea  ...       -  38 

considered,  and  agreed  to  •        •        •>        •  87 

aaid  committee  reported  it  inexpedient       -  108 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  report  was  made 

endwiUidrawn 168 
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CoMting  Tlrtde,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  rwola 
Uon  concerning  the        -        -       • 
agreed  to,  and  nibject  referred  - 
a  bill,  snpnlemental  to  the  act  concerning 

the»  read       .        .        .        .       ^ 
read  a  eeeond  time    •        -        -       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  - 
retamed  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea 

with  amendmentfl  -        -        -        - 
coiMidered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Cole,  MehitaUe,  a  bin  from  the  Howe  of  Repre- 
lentatiTei  granting  the  lands  therein  men 
tapned  to,  read       .        .       »        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  refened  • 
reported  without  amendment    •       * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «       •        - 
read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed  - 

Colleolors  of  Customi,  Mr.  8loier  esbiulted  a 

iceoliitioii  relatiTe  lo  Ibi  compeBsatioii  of 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 

theeommittae  discharged  « 

%  report  ^m  the  Secretary  ef  the  Treamy 

exhibiting  the  emoluments  of  the  - 

Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        - 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        - 

Columbian  United  Abolition  Bocietj,  Mr.  Noble 

presented  the  petition  of  the  - 
Comii&eroe  and  Manufectures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of     • 
Conant,  Shubael,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  p^ 

tition  of,  referred   •       -       •       • 
Congreee,  a  hitt  to  fix  the  time  fer  the  next  meet 

ing  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -       .       •       - 
rsad  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Constitution,  Mr.  Sanford  offered  certain  pro 

cee&gs  and  instructions  of  the  Legtsia 
*  ture  of  New  York,  proposing  an  amend 

ment  to  the  - 
Mr.  Storer  the  same,  from  the  Legislature  of 

New  Hampshire    .        -        -        - 
Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 

amend  the,  read     - .      - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
mfdered  to  a  third  reading  -        - 
TOte  reeonsidered,  and  reffslutiott  referred  to 

a  select  committee         ... 
reported  with  amendments 
oideved  to  m.  third  reading  as  aaanded 
reomnmitted  to  eame         #       •       • 
reported  with  amendments,  and  oideiied  te 

a  third  reading      .       •        •        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied 
Mr.  Daggett  comBuaicated  reaolittMiis  of 

the  Legisktire  of  Cenneolicnt  relnting 

to  an  amendment  of  the         • 

Contracts,  report  oil  made  by  Commissioners  of 

the  Navy 

MpOTt  o^  l^  the  War  Department  • 
ContMiveniee  between  States,  a  bill  pcesoribiAg 
the  mode  of  deciding,  Ac^  read  - 
read  a  second  time  .  .  •  • 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  CanMittoe  • 
reported  with  amendmenta 
indeftnitely  pos^ned       •       .       .. 
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Cooper,  laeob,  Mr.  Morrow  preeenled  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        -        -       -    174 
Cottineau,  Lucy,  Mr.  Roberle  preeeirtad  the  pe* 

tition  ol^  referred  •        -        ...     so 
adverse  report  thereon       •        ...     36 
considered  and  eonoiifred  hi      ->        -       -    118 
Crawferd,  William,  Mr.  NoUe  presented  the 

petition  oi^  referred       -        •       .       .26 
eommittee  dischamd        ....    269 
Credit  on  Lands,  Mr.  fiag  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  abolish  the  ....      77 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Public  Lands 79 

Crittenden,  J.  J.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  .  .  19 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  if  Matthew  Lyon  -  48 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  ICr.  Morril  and  otheri  60 
on  the  bill  retative  to  controTersies,  dbc     -  192, 

193, 196 
.  e8log)r  prottounoed  by,  on  Mr.  Morrow     -    246 
Crook,  William  and  James^  a  bill  fer  relief  of, 

•  twice  read     -        -        -        .       .       -    225 
referred  to  the  Finanee  Committee    -       -288 
Customs,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  offices  of,  that  may  be  sup- 
pressed ..*••.      So 
rerarred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance       -    197 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Hunter  pvesented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     -        -       -    .   •    225 
committee  discharged        -        ...    277 


D. 


n 


Dagg6tt,  David,  of  CouueeticttC,  atCeJided 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  judi- 
cial system    ----..     40 
onthereeolutioatoamettdfheCoutltiition    267 
Dana,  Samuel  Vf^  of  Cennecticnt,  nttended    -    251 
Davis,  JohB,  and  others,  Mr.  (3okIsboroogh  pte- 

settted  the  petition  o(  referred  80 

Davi%  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rspne- 

scntativee  for  relief  q€,  read  -  -  •  161 
rand  u  seoond  time,  and  rafearred  -  •164 
reported  without  aoiendaMnt  •  •  -  174 
ordered  to  Or  tlhird  reading  .       •   286 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       •    232 

Davis,  William,  ^  letter  from,  ofiering  himself  as 

.  a  candidate  for  the  printing   •       •       -    282 
Deaf  aad  Dumb,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  8ep> 
.  reseatatives  in  behalf  of  the  Conaeelioat 

Allium  fer  the^  read  •       •       •   2^ 

read  a  sOoeiid  timOf  and  ordered  to  a  thud 

rttdiag 280 

read  the  Ihird  time,  and  passed  •'  282 

Dearbom,  Beigamin«  Mr.  Otis  preaantad  the  pe* 

titieft  q£  referiad 230 

comintttea  diaehaiged       .       •       •       .    286 
D6  Kraft,  Edward,  a  letter  from,  ofiering  fer  the 

.  printing         ^       •        •        -        .       -    278 
Dequindia,  Leuis^  and  Antoine^a  bOI  fer  the  la- 

.  lief  of,  load 71 

read  a  eeoood  time  •  •  •  •  .  74 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  77 
read  the  third  time,  aad  passad  •       #     79 

Derangement  of  the  Currency,  Mr.  Qoldahaiaugh 
presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  dtitetts 
of  Maryland,  relating  to  %  ^fee.,  refenrred     245 
Deelonda,  Boaalia  Pn  Mr.  Johneon  preeanted  the 

petilienaf»n>fewed  -     ^ 

a  bill  fer  the  reliefer  Mad        -        -       -    107 
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Detlonde,  Rosalie  P.— -continued.                         Page- 
bill  read  a  second  time       -        -        -        -  201 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  S66 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted          -        -  269 
Destrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 40 

Detroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Gom- 

missionera  for  ascertaining  and  -deciding 

elaims  to  lands  in  the  Diatrict  of,  read    -  226 

read  a  second  time    .....  282 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  274 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  279 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    -  9 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution           -        -        -        -        -  137 
Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolution 

relative  to  amending  the  law  laying  a     -  176 

agreed  to,  and  referred       -        -        -      '  -  190 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the     -        -        -        •  20 
Diz,  John  A.,  Mr.  Btorrs  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -       .  -        -        -  120 

a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  159 

read  a  second  time 164 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  211 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    .    -  212 

Documents,  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of 
the  several  papers  and,  referred  to  in  his 
Message        -        -     ^  -        -        -        -      26 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent the  resolution         «        -        -        -      31 
a  Message  from  the  President,  in  reply        •       36 
ditto,  with  additional  papers,  and        -        -      85 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, authorizing  the  transmission  of  cer- 
tain, free  of  postage,  read  twice      -        -      26 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Ofiices 

and  Post  Roads 30 

reported,  without  amendments  -        -        -      31 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      32 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -      34 

Domestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rng- 
gles,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the.  United  States, 
and  request  him  to  lay>  before  the  Senate^ 
at  its  next  session,  a^report  of  facts,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  clothing  ihe  army  in  -  168 
Douglas,  Hannah,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  -  ...  21 
Dozet,  Joseph,  and  Antoine  Bongard,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  •*  -  -  •  -  203 
read  a  second  time  •  .  .  .  .  306 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  256 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        r       -    269 

Duel,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution,  request* 
ing  the  President  ci  the  United  States  to 
strike  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  all  those  officers  who  aided  or  coni^ 
selled  the,  betwe«n  A.  T.  Mason  and 
John  M.  McCarty 212 

Duelling,  Mr.  Morril  also  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing, by  law,  for  the  punishment  of  all  per- 
sons concerned  in,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia      •        -        .        .        .        •    222 

15th  Con.  2d  Sess. — b 


Page, 
Duties  on  Tonnage,  a  bill  further  supplementary 
to  the  ftct  to  regulate  the  collection  of, 

read 281 

read  a  second  time 1137 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  283 
Duverge,  Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -  29 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  312 

read  a  second  time    .....  214 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  269 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  283 

Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  [to  incorporate 
the,  read        ----..       74 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      76 
reported  without  amendment      ...     173 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     238 
read  tlie  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    236 
East  Florida,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, authorizing  the  President  of   the 
United  States  to  take  provisional  posses- 
sion of-        -        -        •        -        -        -40 
the  resolution  withdrawn  -        •        •        -      69 
(See  Floridas.) 
Eaton,  John  Henry,  appointed  a  SenAtor  by  the 
Executive  of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  G. 
W.  Campbell,  resigned,  was  qualified,  dcc«      '  1 1 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  contro- 
versies between'the  States      -        -        -     196 
on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  appoint,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Seminole  committee,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Forsyth  resigned         ...    238 
Edgar,  William,  and  Alexander  Macomb,  Mr. 
Sandford  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -        .     .   -        -     184 
committee  discharged        ....     228 
Edwards,  Ninian,  appointed  a  Sepator  by^  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  produced  his  cre- 
•  dentials,  Slc.  -        -        -        •        •     ,38 

drew  the  lot  for  his  term  to  expire  March  3, 

1819 38 

Edwards,  Abraham,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tichenor, 
this  Committee  of  Pensions,  dec,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place, 
on  the  pension  list        ....    908 

report  of  said  committee,  read    •        .        .     223 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President*  (See 
ConstUution,    Mr,  Diekerson^s   amend- 
ment) 
Elliot,.  Jonathan,  letter  from,  o&ring  for  the 

printing         ......     281 

Engrossed  Bills,  appointment  of  the  Committee 

on 12 

Bntiies  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  correo- 

tion  of  errors  in,  read  .  -  -  .  223 
read  a  second  time  -  *  -  •  *  226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  279 
Bppes,  John  W.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  *  11 
reMfltks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  contro- 
versies   193,  194,  196 

Estimates  of  Moneys  required  for  the  War  De- 
partment      ....--  176 
Executive  Session,  prooeedings  of  the  Senate  in, 

on  Ihe  colonial  trade      .        -        -        -  249 
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Expeaditure  and  application  of  Moneys,  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on    -        -     111 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on      -        -     166 
Exportation  of  United  States  Coins,  Mr.  Forsyth 

submitted  a  resolution  concerning  -        -      33 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee  -'-        -        -        -        -        -34 

the  report  in  full  of  said  committee    -        -     179 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  subject  of  the 181 

the  Senate  resolve  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  legislate  on  the  subject       -        -        -     198 
Exports  and  Imports,  Mr!  Sanford  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the         ...      70 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures         .         .      74 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a 
resolution  for  allowance  of,  to  messengers 
and  servants  of  the  Senate,  read     -        •    876 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  -     .  -        -    S81 

F. 
False  Entries  for  Drawback,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  ad- 
ditional penalties  for,  read      -        -        -     213 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    214 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -    228 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .     262 

Farish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  76 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  .  76 
reported  with  amendments  ...  97 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  170 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     174 

Fatigue  Duty,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 

Army  when  employed  on,  reaa      *        -     187 

read  a  second  time 188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .■       .    236 
read  the  third  time^  and  parsed  -        -    238 

Felonies  on   the  high  seas,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Floyd,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  law  to  define  piracies,  and  -        -  '      -    464 
Fftlts,  Archibald,  Mr.  Crittenden  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  .....    230 
an  adverse  report  concurred  iii  -        •   •     .    286 
Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit* 

tee  of    •        - 19 

Fires  in  the  City  of  Washington,  Mr.  Morril 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  ex- 
tinguishment of     76 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  District  Com- 
mittee   78 

a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
gines, dec,  read 210 

read  a  second  time 212 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .    269 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    272 
Fiak,  Experians,  Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      178 

committee  discharged  ....  269 
Florida,  East  and  West,  a  bill  from  the  Hause 
of  Representatives  to  authorise  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Sutea  to  take  posses- 
sion of,  read  .....  279 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 280 


Pkfe. 


Florida,  East  and  West — continued. 

bill  road  the  third  time,  and  paaseci  - 
House  of  Representatives  concurred  in  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  irom  which 
the  Senate  receded  .... 
Floridas,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  reaolutioa  re- 
questing of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  any  correspondence  with 
the  Government  of  Spain,  in  relation  to 

the  cession  of  the 59 

the  resolution  withdrawn  -        -        .         -     110 
Ford,  Nathan,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ---...     120 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          -        .         -     191 
read  a  second  time    .....     192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Foreign  Coins,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning  the  currency  of      -        -       99 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   -32 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  currency  of,  read        -     177 
read  a  aecond  time    -        •        .        .        .     195 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .^        .        •        .    2OI 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .     203 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representativee 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in       -     280 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of-        -----       19 

Forfeiture  otLnnds,  Mr,  Noble  submitted  a  reao- 
iuffon  ioatructing  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  to  inquiw  into  the  expediency  of 
condnuing  in  force  the  act  to  suspend  for 
a  limited  time  the  sale  or,  for  noa-pmj' 
ment     ----..         .       ^^ 

considered  and  agreed  to  •       •       .         -       S3 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  read   -        -       -        -       37 

read  a  second  time    ....        -       40 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  furniah  cer- 
tain, information  on  the  subject       -         -      84 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  obedience  -         -     100 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    -    .     122 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -     137 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        •        -       32 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        •      86 
read  the  aecond  time         .       -        .        .      37 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...     20i 
Forsyth,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  I«egis- 
lature  of  CJeorgia,  in  plaee  of  George  M. 
Troup,  resigned,  was  qualified,  ^cc         -       20 
remarks  of,  <m  the  resolution  to  amend  the 

Conatitudon 207 

a  letter  from,  giving  notice  of  his  resignation     237 
Forsyth,  M.  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Tait  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred       -        •        -       67 
Forsyth,  Elitabeth  B.  H.,  Mr.  Williama  of  Ten- 

neasee  presented  the  petition  of,  rcierred     101 
adverse  report  thereon       •        -        -        .    246 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    261 
Fowler,  Christopher,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred  ....  77 
adverse  refiort  thereon  •  *  -  -  203 
the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  208 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -         -    211 

read  a  second  time 214 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        «        -    269 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .    272 
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Francisco,  Peter,  on  motion  of  Mr.  £ppes»  the 
Committee   of  Penf:iont»  ^(C,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  penaion  to  .      -r        . 
adterse  report  thereon        «... 
French,  Thomae.    (See  Kinalty^  Adam»,) 
Friends,  Mr,  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Society  of,  in  New  England,  referred 
Mr.  King  do.  of,  in  N.  York,  referred  to  same 
Mr.  Morril  do.  of,  in  Baltimore,  referred  to 


Page. 


same 


Mr.  Rnggles  do.  of,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 

Illinois  -.---- 

Mr.  Roberts  do.  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  Dela 

ware,  and  Maryland      -        • ,      <- 

Frink,  Lather.     (See  Ring^  Hannah-) 

Fromentin,  Elegius,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen 

eral  Stark     .....* 
on  the  hill  relating  to  State  controversies 
Fnller,  Stephen,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred      .... 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 


170 
191 


64 

71 

78 

87 

120 

9 

72 
192 

26 
37 
41 


6. 


11 

268 

287 
288 

282 
286 


39 


187 


Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
the  President  of  the  Senate  communicated 
the  credentials  of,  read,  dec.    ... 

vote  of  thanks  to,  ss  President^ro  tcm*    - 

sddress  of  thereon    ..--... 

Gales  A  Seaton,  letter  from,  offering  for   the 

printing         ------ 

the  election  of,  as  printers  to  the  Senate    * 
Gardiner,  John,  a  letter  frcto,  presenting  maps 
of  Alabama  and  the  bounty  lands  of  Mis- 
souri    .-.---. 
Georgetown,  Delaware,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van 
Dyke,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices, 
dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  additional  al- 
lowance to  the  postmasters,  &c. 
Gibson,  George,  Commissary  General,  a  commo- 
nication  from,  relative  to  his  testimony 
before  the  Seminole  committee,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed       ... 
Giles,  Aquilla,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ----- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

tead  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
C|pl,  George,  Mr  Morrow  presented  the  memo 
rial  of,  referred      .... 

Goddard,  Nathaniel  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       - 
conslderea,  and  concurred  in     - 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers 
God£roy,  Gabriel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  referred   .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    *                 .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Ooldsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repro- 
sentatives  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  read    - 281 


284 

69 

78 
80 
88 
84 

111 

21 

73 

188 

218 

86 
189 
192 
237 
238 

11 


Government — continued.                                     Page, 
bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        -  282 
ordered  to  a  third  reading ....  266 
read  a  third  time,  ^passed  with 'amendments  256 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  from  which 
the  Senate  receded         ....  276 
Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        .        .        -        .110 
a  bill  for  relief  o^  read      ....  282 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        .        -  235 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  277 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       ^-        -  279 
Green,  James,  dc  Companv,  Mr.  Wilson  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  referred       .        .  169 
Green  Bay,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  concerning  titles 
to  land,  dec,  referred     ....  200 
Greenleaf,  Abner,  Mr.  Storer  presented  the  peti- 
tion o4  referred     -        -        -,       -        -  77 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  85 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  91 
Guerlin,  Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johns9n  presented  the 

petition  of,  referfed        ....  20 

a  bill,  for  the  relief  of,  read         .        .     *  .  107 

read  a  second  time    .....  201 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        - 

GunboaU  No.  149  and  No.  164,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 

payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  officefs 

and  crews  of,  read         .... 

r^ad  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

the  third  reading  negatived       ... 

.  H. 

Half-pay  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  extending  the  term  of,  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi^ 
cere,  seamen,  dtc,  read  • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hanaeatic  Cities,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 
cations  from  the  Minister  resident  of  Pms- 
sia  and  the,  read  and  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    - 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  attended 
Harbaugh,  William,  and  E.  Potter,  Mr.  Kugglea 
■presented  the  petition  o(  referred 
adverse  report  theteon 
considered,  and  concnrred  in 
Hardinsville,  Kentucky,  Mr.  Talbot  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray 
ing  the  establishment  of  a  post  oflice  at] 
referred         .        .        .        - 
Harper,  Samuel  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petiti 
referred  .... 

a  favorable  report  thereon  - 
ordered  that  a  bill  be  reported    - 
a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        •       - 
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269 
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218 
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Hart,  Eli — continQed. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    .        •        . 
read  the  third  time,  aod  peeved 
Haf lett,  John,  Mr.  Roberta  preiented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ------ 

adverse  report  thereon       .        -        .        . 

Hatteras,  dec,  Mr.  Macon  tabmitted  e  reeolation, 

instrncting  the  Navel  Committee  to  in- 

qntre  into  the  expediency  of  enthorizing 

thePreeidentof  the  United  Statee  to  cauee 

a  eanrey  to  be  made  of  the  shoals  of  Cape 

agreed  to,  and  committee  so  inetmcted 

(See  North  CmroHna.) 

Hey,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwerde  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        - 
Haytt,  Mr.  Otie  submitted  a  reeolotion  of  inqui 
17  concerning  seiinres,  dtc,  of  American 
vessels  by  the  Government  of 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed    - 
Heath,  Nathaniel  H.    (See  Rennert  Daniel) 
Henley,  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred     .        .        •        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  oG  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Higgins,  Charles,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        .        . 
adverse  report  thereon        -        • 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        - 
Hill,  Reee,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred  •        -        -        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    •>        -        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberts  preeented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
committee  discharged        ... 
fiogan,  Michael,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read 
read  a  second  lime    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

amended,  and  concurred  in    - 

Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  Mr.  Daggett  preeented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        . 

report  thereon  read    .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment .   - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Horsey,  Onterbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended 
Hnnter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

L 
Illinois,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of,  into  the  Union,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  con* 
corning  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within      .        .        .        - 
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160 
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77 
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226 
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81 
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160 
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agreed  to,  and  the  committee  so  inetmcted      69 
a  bill  fer  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  SUtes  within  the  SUte  of, 
read      ---....74 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 75 

rsad  the  third  time,  and  passed         .        .      79 
a  bill  granting  cerUin  land  to  the  8t«te  of, 
for  the  seat  of  government,  dec,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....    268 

reported  without  amendmenU  -  .  .  269 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  270 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    273 

a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in,  read  272 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  276 
reported  with  amendments  .  .  -  281 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    286 

a  ^  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtivee 
confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
State  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    274 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    sgQ 
Importation  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a 

reaolution  concerning  the       ...      68 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -      69 
Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citiiene  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  a  revision  of  the  act 
relating  to  the,  referred  ...      77 

Mr.  Lacock  also  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  Carlisle,  referred    .        .        .        .      gg 
Mr.  Lacock  presented  another  petition  on 

the  same  subject,  referred      .        .        ^       90 
Mr.  Hunter,  the  same  from  inhabitante  of 

Newport,  referred  -        .        -        -       97 

Mr.  Daggett,  the  same  from  Connecticut, 

referred 113, 197 

Mr.  Borrill,  the  same  from  Maesachusetta, 
referred  ......     \%^ 

Mr.  Dickerson,  the  same  from  New  Jeraey, 
referred  ......     157 

^       Mr.  Roberta  also  presentad  a  similar  peti- 
tion, referred  -        -        -        -      173, 189 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  same  from  New  Jersey,  re- 
ferred   .......     176 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  prohibit 
the,  read        '......    213 

read  a  second  time    .....    224 

the  bill  amended        .....    369 

Imported  Salt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
*  sentatives  in  addition  to  the  act  laying 

duties  on,   dtc,  read   three  times,  and 
passed  .......    286 

Importa  and  Tonnage,  the  bill  from  the  House    ' 
of  Representatives  further  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties   on,  read  twice  and  indefinitely 

postponed     , -    287 

Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  the      -        .        .        ...       .24 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 

effect  treaties  with  the,  read  twice  -    205 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     224 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     227 

a  bill  making  provision  for  the  civilization 
of  the,  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements, 

read 246 

read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  .  251 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    270 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    273 
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Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  eubmitted  a  reeofntion  in- 
BtTVLCimg  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  aet  for  enabling  the  people  of,  to 
form  a  State  government,  dec        -        -      78 
agreed  to  --.---80 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the    ' 
Legislature  of,  praying  for  the  eplMMBt- 
ment  of  an  additional  Borveyor  General  '^   167 
a  bill  relating  to  the  location  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  land  granted  to,  for  the  seat  of 
government,  dec,  read   .        -        -        -    179 
read  a  second  time    --«>-•    186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -    383 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    236 

Lidians,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of 
▼arioQS  religious  societies  in  New  York, 
praying  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
may  best  secure  the  protection  of  the, 
referred  ------    166 

Mr.  Morrowxpreeented  several  petitions  from 
Ohio  of  the  same  4enor,  referred     -        -170 
Ingraham,  Kinsy,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -----    176 

adverse  report  thereon        ...        -     197 
considered  and  concurred  in       •        -        -    803 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of,  in  obedience  to  law  -        -        -        -      78 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning,  read  -        -      38 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      31 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      84 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  amended   -    S79 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  regulating  payments  to, . 

read 186 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  187 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  -  .  206 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    268 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    276 
a  bill  from  Uie  House  of  Representatives 
concerning,  read,  and  indefinitely  posi- 
poned  -------     286 

Invalids,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

respecting      -        -        -        -        .        -  69 

read ^64 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  ^  66 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  163 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        •        -  211 

Island  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  for  adjusting  daims 

to  land  in  the  district  east  of  the,  read    •  110 

read  a  second  time 121 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        - '       -  204 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  206 

Ives,  Thomas  P.    (See  Broum,  iVic^/as.) 

J. 

Jaduon,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Tait  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  referred   -        -        -      67 

Jamison,  John,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        -        -        •      26 

Jefferson  county,  Virginia, «  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  convey  a  parcel  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in,  read  •    224 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    226 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -    287 


Page. 

Jervey,  Thomas  Hall,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Represeittati^es  for  relief  of,  read    -        -  122 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  137 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        -  189 

read  the  third  time,  and  paused        -        -  287 

Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    -        .  9 
Jones,  Wiiliamy  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  letters  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  affairs  of  the 
bank     -        -        -    '    -        -        -         48,46 
Jones,  John  Rice,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        ...  70 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...  82 

read  a  second  time 84 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  86 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  87 
Jones,  Richard  J.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        •        -        -  84 

committee  discharged        ....  228 

JoueU,  Matthew  H.    (See  MeCalia,  Robert) 
Jourdan,  B.  and  P»,  Mr.  Johfison  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -  -      -        .29 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -    .    -        -  168 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -        •        -  17S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  231 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -  232 
Judicial  System,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  the    -        •        -        -  30 
the  resolution  withdrawn  -        .        -        -  34 
a  bill  to  extend  the,  read   ....  31 

read  a  second  time    .        .        -        -        -  38 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -        -  40 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -  100 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  178 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  186 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  atanding  commit- 
tee on  the      -        -        -        -        -        -  20 

Jurisdiction  of  Military  and  Naval  Sites,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Storer,  the  .President  of  the 
United  States  was  rjequested  to  procure 

the  cesrion  of  the,  to  the  United  States  -  229 


K. 

Kennebunk,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellea  submitted  a 

olution   instructing  the  Committee  on 

Post  Offices,  dtc,  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 

pediency  of  increasing  the  compensation 

of  the  postmaater  at       -        -        • 

agreed  to,  and  referred      -        - 

adverse  report  of  said  oommittee 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        - 

Kenzie  and  Forsyth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  refonred 

reported  with  an  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  )hird  reading  -        -        • 

read  Uie  third  time,  and  passed  • 

Kennion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Fromentin  pM- 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        - 

read  the  the  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Kidd,  Robert,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendi^ept     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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164 
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280 
232 
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;,  Rafiu,  of  New  York,  ftttended        .        .  9 
romarkt  of,  on  the  biJl  for  relief  of  Mejor 

Qenertl  Stark 72 

on  the  bill  making  provision  for  aick  leamen  20S 
King,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Houre  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  64 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        -  78 
ftirther  consideratioa  postponed        -        -  82 
bill  indefinitely  postponed          -        -        •  86 
King,  Sampson  S.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 

resentatives  for  relief  of,  read        -        -  89 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -        •  08 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -  1 1 1 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  178 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  186 
Kinsley,  Adam,  Thomas  French  and  Charles 
Leonard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        •        -  161 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     •        -  164 
reported  without  amendment    /-        -        -  170 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        .        .  230 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  282 

Krittman,  Joseph,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  Claims  ...  226 
said  committee  dischaiged,  and  papers  re* 
ferred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations -.-....  229 
that  committee  also  discharged,  and  the 
claims  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  284 


L. 


9 


130 


21 


111 


Lacoek,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  organization  of  the 

courts   -. *   . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies        196 

La  Coste,  Peter,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 40 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -      81 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     177 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    263 

Lambert,  William,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     .... 

a  letter  from,  transmitting  fifty  copies  of  his 

abstracts,  dec,  relating  to  the  longitude  of 

the  Capitol 

Land  Laws,  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the,  in  respect  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  land      ... 
I  (See  Sales  of  Pubiie  Lands,) 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  allowing  further  time  for  issu 
ing  and  locating,jread    ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  withont  amendment     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Lands  reserved,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  purchase  certain, 

read, -        . 

read  a  second  time    .....     192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    211 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    214 
Landon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 110 

committee  discharged        ....    269 


38 


169 
173 
186 
234 
336 


189 


Page* 
Langston,  William,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  po- 
tion oi^  referred      .....    196 
committee  discharged        -        •        .        •    294 
Languille,  Francis  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        -        -        -      29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        .        .        -197 

read  a  second  time 20I 

ordered  to  a  third  Mading  •        .        •        .    264^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    26S 
Latitude  of  9^^  W  north,  Mr.  Barbour  ofieied 
a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  employ  a  skilfiil 
artist  to  ascertain  the,  on  the  weat  bank  of 
Tennessee  river,  read     •        >        •        .197 
read  a  second  time    .....    2OI 

read  the  third,  time,  and  passed  ...    254 
Latrobe,  Benjamin  H.,  the  memorial  of,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, ......      97 

Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi  attended     .        .        9 
Le  Baron,  Francis,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 

the  petition  i>U  referred  .        .        .        -     167 
^ee,  Richard  Bland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour, 
the  memorial  of,  presented  at  last  session, 
wss  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims     112 
adverse  report  thereon       *        .        .        -  •  186 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        •        -    169- 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presenljed  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        .        «        .        .      29 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .        .        -212 
the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered        •    229 
a  bill  Ibr.the  relief  of  read  ...     234 

read  a  second  time    .....    995 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    277 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    279 
Leonard,  Charles  S.    (See  Xtfu^,  Adam,) 
Lewis,  Wm.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  fitouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  ef  •        -        -      59 

read  - 64 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      66 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -      7S 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      86- 

read  a  third  time  and  passed,  with  an  amend- 
ment    .......8T 

Library,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  on  the,  read  twice      10 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        -       1 1 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the,  to  the 

north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  read  twice    •      22^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      28 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      26- 
Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolution  fur- 
ther extending  the  privilege  of  using  the 

books  in  the 233 

agreed  to  and  referred  to  the.  Library  Com- 
mittee   23ft 

committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration     ......    276 

Lieutenants  of  Marines,  acting  under  warrant, 
Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  resolution  allow- 
ing to,  the  benefit  of  the  provision  made 
for  those  of  the  Navy  acting  undor  com- 
mission ......      79 

Lighthouses,  beacons,  dec,  a  bill  fVom  the  House 
of  Representatives   authorizing  certain, 

read 274 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -^       .    276 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    21U 
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amendedt  lead  th«  third  time,  and  passed, 

amended 388 

Limitation  of  oflSeial  term,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Didunon,  the  Committee  of  Finance 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  in  respect  to 
appointing  certain  officers  -  -  -  SIS 
Linton,  John,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  -  -  -  S34 
Litt,  Absalom,  Mr.  Haggles  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 136 

Live  oak  timber,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Naral  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  purchase  of,  for  building  sloops-of- 

war,'d&c -      88 

a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of,  read       -     187 

read  a  second  time 188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .    237 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -    338 

Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  ascertained  the,  read  ...        -    370 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred .       -        -    373 
reported  with  an  amendment    ...    376 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    285 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred    .        -     163 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        -        -    187 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  memorial 
of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of,  praying 
confirmation  of  land  tities,  referred  -  159 
a  bill  from,  the  House  of  Representatives 
explanatory  of  the  acts  for  the  final  adjust* 
ment  of  land  titles  in,  and  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory   -        ---.--75 

read 169 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred        -        -     175 

reported  with  amendmenta         -        -        -    210 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     268 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    371 

Lowrie,  Walter,  the  credentials  of,  appointed  a 

Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  rennsylva- 

nia,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed    -     190 

Lucas,  Thomas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  the 
Committee  of  Pensions,  dbc.,  were  instniet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  plac- 
ing the  name  of,  on  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners - 306 

report  thereon  read   ....        -    333 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -  -  •  33 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .  -  -  -  30 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -        -        -64 

M. 

Macarty,  L.  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pa- 

tiUon  of       -------  39 

Macomb,  Alexander,  Mr,  Roggles  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        •        -  70 

a  Aivorable  report  thereon          -        -        -  161 

concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered         -        -  165 

a  bill  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a  certain 

tract  of  land,  read  -        -        -        -170 

read  a  second  time    •        -        -        -        -  173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  330 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        «  383 


Page. 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended        9 
speech  of,  on   the  memorial  of  Matthew 

Lyon 56 

on  the  colonial  trade         ....    249 

Manumission  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  memorial  of  New  York  Society  for 
the,  referred  ......      83 

Mark  andConant,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 88 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  191 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  30# 

Marquand,  Joseph,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 64 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  on 
the  claim  of,  read 70 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  -        -        -        -      77 

Mason,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Goldsborough  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred      -        -     110 
commilttee  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration       878 

Mayherf,  Thaddeus,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -      39 

Medical  Society,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  in- 
corporate the,  read  -  -  -  -  101 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  103 
reported  with  amendment  -  -  -  113 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  209 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  213 

.Melien,  Prentiss,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  the  place 
of  Eli  P.  Ashmun  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc.        ......        9 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies      -        -        -        -        .        -195 

Merchandise  and  Tonnagei,  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  gross 
amount  of  duties  on,  for  a  specfied  time  -    205 

Merril,  Daniel,  Mr.  Morrii  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    --.».•  83 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  164 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -   ,     •  165 

Message,  the  President's  annual  -  -  -  11 
two  thousand  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

printed  ......      18 

Messonier,  Henry,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      39 

Michigan  Territory,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray- 
ing that  a  delegate  from  said  Terntory 
may  be  authorized,  referred    -        -        -81 
a   bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

authorizing  a  delegate  from,  read  -  -  89 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  .  -  <•  98 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  108 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  203 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  SOS 
Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  district  court  in  •  -  -  -  176 
sgreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee - 139 

Military  Academy,  a  bill  for  the  better  oiganiza- 

tioa  of  the,  read 169 

read  a  second  time    ...        -        -    176 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    251 
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MilUarj  Academy — con  tin  tied.  Page. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Tenneasae, 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  was 
requested  to  caase  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  rales,  &c,  for  the 
government  of  the  .... 

a  Messag^e  from  the  President  transmitting 
a  report  in  reply 

Military  Affairs,   appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  on 

said  committee  were  instructed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compen- 
sation of  the  army         .... 

Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted 
a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
the  effective  force  of  the,  &c. 
amended  and  agreed  to     - 
the  statement  asked  for,  agreed  to      - 

Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriations 

for  the,  &c.,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 

year  1819,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported' with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ment*     177 

Military  Sites,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  sale  of  certain, 
wad 279 

read  a  second  time 280 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    287 
Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on         --..-..      20 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  showing 
the  organization  and  strength  of  the,  in 
the  several  States 26 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  providing  for  accurate  annual  re- 
turns of  the,  referred  to  a  committee        •    208 

the  committee  discharged  ....    276 
MiUing,  Hugh.     (See  Buchanan,  John.) 

Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -----  29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  212 
read  a  second  time  -  .  .  .  .  214 
ordered  to  a  thurd  reading  ....  269 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  272 
Minis,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read        -    224 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    226 

reported  without  amendment     ...    278 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    283 

Mhi,  report  of  the  Director  of  the,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ...      58 
MMssippi,  Mr.  Leake  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  convention  of,  praying  an  extension 

oflimits         - 67 

Mr*  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  prayed  for,  both  ^ 
which  were  referred        ....      67 


Mississippi — continued. 

Mr.  Williams  submiUed  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o{  graft- 
ing certain  portions  of  land. to  the  State 
of,  for  the  seat  of  government,  dec  - 

resolution  agreed  to  - 

a  bill  according  to  instructions,  read  - 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Missouri,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a 
State  government,  dec,  read  twice,  and 
referred  --.-.. 

reported  with  amendments 

the  restriction  on  slavery  struck  out  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  to  which 
the  Senate  adhered ;  a  message  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  also  adhered    - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
establish  a  separate  territorial  government 
in  the  southern  part  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time 

and  passed        --.... 
Montgomery,  AJexanJer,  a  bill  from  the  Honse 
of  Representatives  for  Telief  ofhgul  rep- 
resentatives of,  Tea<&       •        -        .         . 

read  a  second  lime,  and  leCened 

reported  without  amendment     -  •    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       .       •       • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Morgan,  William.    (See  Arm^rong,  John,) 
Morril,  Daniel  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon    - 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Stark    - 

on  bis  resolution  concerning  dnelling 
M<irrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  attended 

Mr.  Crittenden's  eulogy  upon    ... 
Moss,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -        - 

read  the-  third  time,  and  passed 

Mumford,  George,  a  message  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of 

MeCalla,  Robert,  and  M.  H.  Jouett,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read      ....... 

read  a  second  time,  andreferred 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ment    .        •        .        w        .        .        . 

McCarty,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hmn 
o{,  read  ...... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 
McCausland,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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McCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberta  prefented 

the  |>etition  of,  referred  -        •        -        -  120 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  168 

considered  and  concursed  in       -        •        -  174 
McFarland,  William,  Mr.  Dickeraon  prevented 

the  petition  of       -        -        -        -        *  167 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  In  -        -  198 

McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  ....  29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  197 
read  a  second  time  .  •  .  .  -  201 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  256 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  269 

N. 

Naming  of  Vessels  of  War,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  declaring 
what  shall  be  the  mode  of,  read  twice  and 

referred 2fi2 

reported  without  amendment     ...    ^bb 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -    278 

National  Bank,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  resolu- 
lution  directing  the  Secretary  to  procure, 
and  cause  to  be  printed,  copies  of  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the    -        '     174 

amended  and  agreed  to      -        •        -        -     178 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorising  the  transmission  of  the  doc* 
uments  in  relation  to  the,  free  of  postage, 
read  three  times  and  passed   ...    224 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  to  procure,  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  copies  of  the  memorial  of 
William  Jones  late  President  of  the,  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  -        -    227 

the  resolution  negatived     ....    229 

Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 

mitteeof       - 20 

Naval  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for 
each  member  -        -        -        -        -      99 

Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1819,  read     •        -        •       81 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      83 
reported  with  amendments         -   ^    -        -     171 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -                 •        -     177 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     185 
Navy  Pension  Fund*  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the       1 22 

New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  in  re* 
lation  to  sick  seamen,  referred  to  the  See* 
ret  ary  of  the  Treasury  •  -  •  •  34 
report  of  said  officers,  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manafaetmes  /•      66 

Noble,  James,  c^  Indiana,  attended  -        •        •       11 
North  Carolina,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  survey  of 
oertaia  parts  of  the  coast  of,  along  Cape 
Hatteras,  dec,  read         ...        -      33 
read  a  second  time    -        •        -        *        -      38 
ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng  .        •        -      46 

read  the  third  time,  attd  pasted  .        •      59 

Mr*  Macon  presented  certain  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of,  to  wbiehtbe  aseent  of  Oon* 
^ese  waa  aaked     .       ...        *      63 


O.  Page, 

O'Connor,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  and  executors  of,  re- 
ferred      110 

Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        ...  68 

adverse  report  thereon      ....  173 

considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -  177 
Organization  of  the  Courts,  a  bill  for  the  more 

convenient,  read    -        -        -        -        -  31 
read  a  second  time    -        *        -        -        -  36 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  160 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  164 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen* 
tatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred      274 

reported  without  amendment     ...  277 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  286 

Otis,  Harrison  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  1 8 

speech  ofj  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon     *  62 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Crittenden          -        .        -  63 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con* 

trovendes 194 


P. 

Page,  Thomas.    (See  Kidd,  Robert.) 
Palmer,  William   A.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  place  of 
James  Fisk,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dec.  .....        9 

other  credentials,  for  a  new  term,  presented 

and  filed .281 

Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        -      64 
Pat  cot,  John  F.,  the  credentials  oi,  as  Senator 
appointed  by  the   Legislature  of  New 
Hampf^ire,  were  read  and  filed      -        -    277 
Paacagoula  River,  Mr.  Williams  of  Missiasippi 
presented  a  petition  praying  that  a  port 
of  entry  may  be  established  at,  read        -    253 
Passenger  Ships,  £c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  regulating,  read  -  *  -  80 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  80 
reported  with  amendments  -  *  -  113 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  •  205 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  206 
House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 
amendments  with  an  amendment  which 

was  concurred  in 265 

Patapsco  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Golds- 
borough  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Baltimore, 
praying  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the,  referred  ....  97 
Patuxet,  Rhode  Island,  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  o^ 
read        .....  -      47 

read  a  second  time    -----      64 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    ,       -     -        -      66 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .      68 
Pay  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee 
submitted  a  resolution   instructing    the 
Miliury  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  - 
considered  and  agreed  to  - 
Pearl  River,  a  report  from  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury  relative  to  land  claims  east  and 
weat  of,  referred    -        -        -        -        - 
the  report  ordered  to  be  printed 
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Mr.  Leake  preiented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  Miaaitetppi,  praying   the 

establishment  of  a  port  of  entrj  at  or  near    346 

PenniyWania,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 

sentatives  concerning  the  western  district 

of,  read -      t8 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  29 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  40 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        •      65 

Pensions,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit* 

lee  on SO 

the  said  committee  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  providing,  for  certain  persons,  dee.      80 
Perkins,  Nicholas,  Mr.  £aton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        •        -        .      67 
Perry,  Wm.  N.,  and  Maik  BumeU,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •  -US 
adTerse  report  thereon  •  •  .  -  •  179 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        •191 

Perth  Amboy,  the  committee  were  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  for  a 

session  of  the  district  court  a(        -        -  276 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ttchenor  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        •        •        .  87 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  163 

read  a  second  time    .....  166 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  224 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -     ,    •  227 

Pettit,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  •*..•.  29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         .        .        -212 

read  a  second  time    -        .        •        .        •  214 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  269 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  272 
Pike,  James,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -••-..  26 

Piracy,  a  bill  to  protect  fhe  commerce  of  the 
United  States  and  for  the  punishment  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred        ...    246 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         *    ,   -        -        *        .    263 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -'       -    266 

Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  directing, 

to  be  deposited  in  the  Libraiy,  read        .  101 

read  a  second  time 102 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    *  137 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  162 
Poirey,  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives making  provision  for  the  claim  of, 

read 169 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -  173 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  189 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  237 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  238 

Pool,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  161 
read  a  second  time  .....  164 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .173 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -•  •  230 
read  the  third  time,  aiid  passed        •        •    232 

Portland,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  reao- 
Intion  instmcting  the  Committee  on  th» 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  eatabliahing  a  circuit  court  to  be  held  at      22 
considered  and  agreed  to   -        •        •        -23 


Page. 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  to  repeal  part 

of  the  act  establishing  the,  read      -        .     178 

read  a  second  time 177 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    231 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    264 
Post  Oflices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  -        -        .        -      20 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  and  establish  certain,  read    272 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        -    276 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -        -        -        -        .281 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    282 
Poat  Route,  tKe  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  certain     190 
Potter,  Elderkin,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .....    209 
committee  discharged        ....    278 
Preble,  Com.  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  distribu- 
tion of  a  sum  of  money  among  the  repre- 
sentatives  of,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of 

the  Syren,  read 69 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      71 
reported  without  amendment    ...      33 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...     179 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     186 
Pre-emption  Claims,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 
Territory  in  relation  (o,  referred      -        -     111 
Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  petition  from  liii- 
nois  of  the  same  tenor,  read    ...     281 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 

appointed  to  wait  on  the        -        -        •       10 
Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  resolution  respect. 

ing  the  signature  of  the,  to  land  patents      19 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Landa 21 

Prevoat,  Solomon,  Mr.  Johnaon  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        •        -        -        -      40 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -        -    212 

read  a  aecond  time  .....    214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    269 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        .        -    273 
Printing,   Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning  the,  ordered  by  the  two  Houses, 

read  twice 87 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...      40 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to        .      60 
Mr.  Lacock  also  aubmitted  a  resolution  re- 

latingtothe 37 

which  was  agreed,  to        .  •        *      40 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  they  have  appointed  a  joint  com- 
nsittee  on  the,  concurred  in,  and  commit- 
tee appointed        .....      69 
report  of  the  joint  committee,  read  and 

agreed  to- 75 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolution  to  re- 
scind      166 

considered  and  disagreed  to  .  •  *  170 
Protection  of  the  Maila,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, the  Committee  on  Poat  Offices,  dtc., 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  ^  expe- 
diency of  authoriiing  the  Poatmaater  Qenr 
oral  to  employ  an  armed  guard  for  the    -    206 
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inexpediency  of  doing  so  reported      -        -    985 
ooniiilered  and  eoDcarred  in      -        -        -    351 
Pront,  William,  Mr.  Daggett,  preiented  the  pe* 

tition  of,  referred    -        •        -        -        -101 
a  bill  Co  authorize,  to  institiite  a  irait  in  equi- 
ty against  the  Commissioner  of  PubUc 
Buildings,  dee.,  read       •        -        -        -    190 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        -        -     192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    237 
read  the  third  time,  aod  passed  ...    298 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repiesentatives  to  incorporate 

the.  read •      -     101 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    109 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        •        -     113 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -        •    207 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ss  amended    210 
Public  Accounts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatives  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
prompt  settlement  of,  read      -        -        -     174 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -     176 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    246 
Public  Buildings,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  transmitting  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  -      28 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  lor  repairs,  dec,  of 

fthe,read 270 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    271 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -    276 
resid  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    283 
PubKc  Xands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 

mitteeon       - 20 

Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  completing  payments 
on,  which  was  read  -  -  -  -  100 
Mr.  Noble  presented  a  similar  petition,  from 
Indiana 120 

Public  Printing,  report  of  the  joint  committee 

on  the  subject  of  the     ....  247 

considered  and  a^eed  to  -        -        -        -  264 
a  resolution  directing  the  manner  of,  read 

three  times,  and  passed  ...        -  2BI 
Purkhill,  Jacob,  Mr.  Crittenden  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  120 
advene  report  thereon   -        -        -        -  168 
the  report  reverM,  and  bill  ordered   -        -  175 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read       ...  177 
read  a  second  time    •        -        •        •        .  185 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  246 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  ...  254 
Patney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 170 

adverse  report  thereon       .        ^        .        .  201 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  210 
Pyle,  Edwtfd,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  peti- 
tion of-        --        -        -        -        -  163 

Q. 

Quarter  Sections,  Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  fractions  of    -        •        -      23 

Quartering  Soldiers  in  time  of  War,  Mr.  Forsyth 

submitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  -     150 

Quorum,  a  message  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives announcing  the  formation  of  a      12 


R.  P^ge. 

Rabun,  Governor,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  -  -  -  -  89 
Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  a 
company  of,  commanded  by  James  Big- 
gar,  referred -198 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    ^46 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    353 

Rapine,  Daniel,  a  letter  from,  oflfering  lor  the 

printing         -        -        -        •    •    •        •    281 

Receivers  and  Registers,  Mr,  Eaton  presented  a 
memorial  praying  a  revision  of  the  act 
changing  the  compensation  of^  referred  -       74 
a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  read         -    402 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 259 

read  Che  third  time,  and  passed  ...    269 

Relinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning  pen- 
sions upon  a,  read          ....  2SC 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      .  -      .  -  2.34 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  246 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  283 

Renner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 

relief  of,  read         .        .        .        -        -  81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  83 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...  101 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  178 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  185 

Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 
a  resolution  requesting  information  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  touching 
the  execution  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the      -      21 

agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President    -        -        .        .        -      28 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply       •      86 

Revolutionary  War,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
engaged  in  the,  dtc.  ....  100 
said  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  -  -  161 
and  are  accordingly  dischaiged  -        -        -     165 

Rice,  Henry,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  .-.-.-    255 

committee  discharged        ....    276 

Ring,  Hannah,  and  Luther  Frink,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    198 
^reported  with  amendments        ...    223 
ordered  to  a  thUrd  readiilg          ...    276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  vrith  amend- 
ments     379 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended   -       11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen-  ^ 

eral  Stark '73 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient 
organization  of  the  courts       -        -        -    103 
Robertson,  William,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      65 
committee  discharged,  and  the  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Naval  Committee       -        •      84 
adverse  report  thereon       .        -        -        .      90 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -      98 
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Rockville  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentaUves 
authorizing  the/  to  extend  their  road 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  referred  «... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Roade,  Pierre  D.  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  preeented 
the  petition  of,  referred  ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    ^        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  clothe  the 
Armj  in  domestic  manufactures  - 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Navy,  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  at  the 
last  session,  on  the,  was  referred  to  the 
Naval  Committee,-        -        -        -        -      39 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing said  committee  to  inquire  whether  said, 
are  in  conformity  with  military  laws,  &c. 

considered,  and  agreed  to  r   '    - 

the  committee  reported  a  resolution  requir- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  to  report  at  the 
next  leMion,  a  reply  to  the  inquiry 

conetderedf  and  agreed  to  - 
Riinaways,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  annulling  the  laws  regulating  the  sei' 
zure  of  persons  of  color  susptfcted  to  be 

said  committee  discharged         «        •        . 
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Sacketty  Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 89 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  306 

considered,  and  concnrred  in     -        -        •  209 
Salaries  of  certain  Officers,  a  bill  to  increase  the, 

read  twice     .--..•  22 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  29 
returned  from  the  Hooae  of  Representativoi 

with  amendments  .....  281 

considered,  and  concniced  in     -        -        •  236 
Satof  of  Public  Lands,  letter  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  with  a  statement  of  th*  79 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Laadi 

of  the 216 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the,  read  216 

read  a  second  time ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  244 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed .         •        -  246 

Sanibrd,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  .        .  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  providing  for  sack 

seamen 202 

Schoonmaker,  Cornelia,  and  P.  M.  Greene,  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -169 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  190 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  226 


Seminole  War,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  rc«o)a- 
tion  that  the  Message  and  doonmente  re- 
lating to  the,  b«  referred  to  a  eelect  com- 
mittee  -        -        .,-        .        .        -37 
amended  and  agreed'  to,  and  a  committee 

appointed -      76 

Mr*  L.  submitted  another  resolution  asking 
of  the  President  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondence with  Spain  in  relation  to  the       TO 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        .        .        .74 
a  Message  from  the  President  tranamittin^ 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Bibb  to 
General  Jackson    -        .        .        .        .     S27 
report  of  the  committee  in  full  ...     S66 
Senate,  opening  of  the  second  seesioB  of  the, 

(fifteenth  Congress)       -        ...         9 
adjournment  of  the  -        .        .        .        .     28S 
Sewall,  Robert,  Mr.  Hanson  presented  the  peti- 
tion oJ^  referred      -  ,     .        .        .         -       90 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     175 
considered,  and  concuned  in     .        -        -     189 
Seybert*s  Statistical  Annals,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  die* 
tribution  of,  read   -        -        .        .        -101 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        •     io2 
amended,  and  ordered  tp  a  third  reading    -     137 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     162 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  ma- 
moriaJ  o£  the  Register  and  Receiver  at, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  re- 
ferred      209 

Sick  and  disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  im 

read      -----.         ,       p^ 
read  a  second  time    -       -       -        .         .     iqi 
considered         -        -        •        -       .        -Ill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         .       .       ^    203 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    %\0 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  16I 
committee  discharged        ....  346 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  207 
Slave  Trade,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  addition  to  the  act  to  pro- 
hibit the,  read        .....  379 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  280 
reported  without  amendment;  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .....  880 
Slaves  impressed  into  the  Public  Service,  Mr. 
Macon  submitted  a  reeolation  conoecn- 

ing 174 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee       -  177 
the  committee  discharged  ....  278 
Sk>cam,  John,  Mr.  BurriU  presented  the  peti- 
tion o^  referred     -----  32 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    -  9 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon    -  54 
in  explanation .        -        -        .        .         37, 63 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General^Staik   -  72 
on  the  bill  for  more  convenient  orgaaiia- 
tion  of  the  courts  .-'..-  123 
Smith,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....  234 
Smyth,  Harold,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        .  88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  98 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         .  928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -         -         .  277 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        .278 
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Smyth,  Rieb«rd,  Mr*  Diekeisoa  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     •       ^.        .        -    200 

Spain,  a  Message  from  the  President,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  his  prodamatioB  of  the 
convention  with    -        -        -        -        .99 

Sparks,  Thomas.    (See  Seek,  Paul.) 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  sot- 

eral       --^----19 

Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Sanford  ofiered  an  amend- 

meot  to  the-        >        -        -        .        >     159 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        •        -        -     162 
Stark,  Major  General  John,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  (^,  read  35 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  .  39 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  40 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       78 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      76 

Steamboats,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of   autboriiing    the    Postmaster 
General  to  transmit  the  mail  in      -        -      89 
a  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  the  Post- 
roaster  General  to  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  in,  d^.,  read     ....     174 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -     176 
reported  with  amendments         ...     185 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    251 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    254 

Stephens,  David,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -----  29 
Stephens,  Otho,  Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        .        -        -        -  178 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  185 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  198 
tSterrett,  Samuel,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        .        .        -        .  246 
adverse  report  thereon       .        -        .        -  254 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -  .      -  256 
Stokes,  Mountford,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  33 
Stone,  George,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        •        -        -        -  22 
adverse  report  thereon,  read       -        •        -  84 
and  concurred  in       -        -        •        -        -  38 
Storer,  Clement,  of  New  Hampebice,  attended  -  19 
Streets,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the  corporation  of  Washing- 
ton to  extend  certain,  through  public  re-  . 
serrations,  read      -        •        -        -        -101 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  102 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -  136 
indefinitely  postponed        -        •        -         -  210 

Stuart,  Phoebe,  a  bill  from  the  Honte  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  o^  read    -        -        -  186 
read  a  second  time,, and  referred         -        -  187 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -  251 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        •  888 
Sturges,   Rachel,  Mr.  Di^kerson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -  167 

adverse  report  thereon        -        -        -        -  185 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  198 

Supervisors  and  Collectors  of  the  old  Direct 
Tax.  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  relating  to  balances  due  from     121 

agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  President  ...         -     136 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
statement  in  reply  ....    204 


Page. 
St.  Andrew's  Society  of  Charleston,  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  remission  of  duties,  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee      ...      75 
adverse  report  thereon        -        >        -        -     163 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -     177 
St  Stephen's,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  estab- 
lished at 39 

T. 

Tait,  Charles,  of  Georgia,  attended   -        -        -      65 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  providing  lor  sick 
seamen  -•--.-    202 

Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -        -      30 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  dedding  State 
controversies  .        -        .      192^  196, 196 

Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended         -        -       11 
the  credentials  of,  for  a  new  term,  presented 
and  filed        -.-.-•    263 
Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  amend  the  act  supplementaiy  to 
the  act  authorizing  the  State  of,  to  iasue 

.    grants,  dtc.,  read 228 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -    225 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    272 
indefinitely  postponed        -      '-        -        •    285 
Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, &c.  -        •        •        -       -  -      38 
Thorn,  Joseph,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      •      '  -        •        -        -       88 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o4  read         -        -        -     168 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -        -        .     165 
the  third  reading  negatived        -        -        -    213 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  £ppes  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    209 
'  a  bill  concerning  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
increase  the  salary  of,  the  superintendent 
thereof^  read  .....    228 

read  a  second  time    .....    226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    277 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    279 

Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended       -        -       11 
Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missis- 
sippi, presented  the  petition  of,  referred     '  86 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -     160 
read  a  second  time   .....     164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    211 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     212 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  took  the 

chair 09 

sketch  of  his  remarks  on  giving  the  casting 
vote  on  the  appropriation  for  a  military 

road      -        7 171 

retirement  of,  from  the  chair     -        -        .    232 
Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Duties,  a  bill  in 

addition  to  the  act  oonceming,  read  -  234 
read  a  second  time  -  •  -  .  -  -  237 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    254 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  paeed  ...    255 
Trading-houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  for  a  fhrther  time  the 
act  concerning,  read      ....     241 
read  a  second  time    ....        -    246 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    ^55 

Transportation  of  persons  of  o(4or,dtC|  a  bill  re- 
specting the,  read  *        ...        .68 
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bUI  read  a  second  tiioe       ....  68 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  importation 

of  slttvet 69 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing said  committee         -        -        -        -  76 
considered  and  agreed  to   •        •        -        -  78 
a  bill  respecting  the,  read  -        -        -        -  19S 

read  a  second  time 198 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  262 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  254 

Treasnrer,  the  general  account  of  the,  presented  231 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary'in 

obedience  to  the  act  establishing  the        -  21 

another  report,  according  to  law         -        -  168 

a  bill  for  the  better  organisation  of  the,  read  192 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  192 

reported  without  amendment     ...  200 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  264 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  256 
Treasury  Notes  lost  or  destroyed,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives   to   authoriie 
payment  in  certain  cases  on  account  of, 

read 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  98 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        *  163 

ordered  to  ^  third  reading         -        r        -  185 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  188 

Troop,  John,  Mr.  Sanfurd  presented  the  petition 

off  referred    ......  77 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  88 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Uoldsborough,  the  said  re- 
port was  withdrawn       ....  89 

a  resolution  reported  that  the  petitioner  have 

leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  -        -        -  97 

considered  and  concurred  in       -                 •  100 
Turner,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the  heirs  and  le- 
gatees of,  read        -        -        .        .        -161 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  164 

reported  without  amendment     ...  176 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  238 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - '      -        -  236 

'     V. 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  from  Delaware,  attended  •  20 
Viunne,  M.  de,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  provision  for  the  claim 

of,  read          ......  169 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  173 
reported  without  amendment     ...  180 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  237 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  238 
Villere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .....  29 

Vincennes  University,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....  169 

Vreeland,  Ann,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        «•        -  167 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  and  represent»- 

tives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  read     •        -  186 

read  a  second  time    .        .        •        -        •  188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        .        .  236 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        .  238 

W. 

Wait's  State  Papers,  a  bill  authorixing  subscrip- 
tion for  the  11th  and  12th  volumes  of, 

read 200 


Wait'a  State  Papers — continued.  ?ige. 

bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  10  a 

third  reading  -        .....  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  21(i 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -  87 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -         -  88 

reported  without  amendment     -        -         -  1€0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -         •211 

read  the  third  time,  aUQ  passed  -        -         -  2  IS 
Warnack,  Frederick  C,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten- 

nessee,  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  90 

Washington,  Mr.  Goldsboroogh  submitted  a 

solution  to  erect  a  monument  over  tlie 

mains  of  General,  read  -        -        -         -  23 

read  a  second  time    ....         -  26 

referred  lo  a  select  committee    -        -         -  31 

reported  with  amendments         -        -         -  33 

recommitted  with  instructions    -        -        -  I  IS 

a  bill  to  erect  an  equestrian  atatue  of,  in 

the  Capitol  square,  read  -  -  -  •  163 
read  a  second  time  .....  164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  228 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  .  •  229 
Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor,  dec,  of  the  City  of,  praying  a  re- 
newal of  their  charter,  referred  .  .  30 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  further  to 

amend  the  charter  of  the  City  o(  read    -  1 12 

read  a  second  time    .....  122 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -         -  210 

read  the  third  time,  mod  passed  -        •        •  212 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  a  bill  fiom  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  empower  Che, 
to  extend  their  road  tbxough  the  Ilwfiicf 
of  Columbia,  read  -       •       •        -        -     169 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -173 
reported  without  amendment     ...    277 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    2M 

Way,  Andrew,  jr.,  letter  from,  offering  for  the 

printing 282 

Webber,  Seth.     (See  iCtdtf,  Robert.) 
Welle,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives supplementary  to  the  act  for 

the  relief  of,  read   .....  256 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  268 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  285 
WetMll,  Jacob,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referied     ....        -        -  85 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        -        -  101 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -  lOS 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read-        -        -  231 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  23S 
reported  without  amendment     ...  246 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        •  283 
Whitmore,  Martha,  an  adverae  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in         •        -        -  84 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Soldiers,  dtc^  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representstives  to  ex- 
tend, for  a  further  term,  the  peDrions  to 
the,  read        -        -        •        .        .        -  74 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •  76 
reported  without  amendment     ...  78 
indefinitely  postponed        •        -        -        •214 
Widows  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read    -        -  69 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  71 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -  78 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  223 
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Wilde,  Richard  H.,  Mr.  Fonyth  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  22 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  James  Wilde,  read  -        -        .  38 
read  a  second  time     .....  38 

recommitted  to  the  committee  that  report- 
ed it      -        -        -        -        -        -        -  40 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...  47 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  65 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  67 

Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    -        •  11 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 

troTersiea       .        w^       .        .        .    19S,  196 

Williams,  Thomas  IL,  of  Mississippi,  attended  -  11 

Wilson,  James  J.,  of  New  Jersey,  attended       -  11 

remarks  oi^  on  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 

committee  on  the  slave  trade  ...  76 
on  introducing  his  resolution  concerning  the 

miUtia 807 

Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  addition  to  the  act  suppM- 

mentaiy  to  the  act  for  relief  o^  read        •  263 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  262 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        •  256 

rMd  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        •  284 
Wines,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  regulate  the  duties  on  certain,  read     -  270 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        «  271 

reported  without  amendment     ...  276 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        -  282 
Witnesses,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives requesting  the  Senate  to  per- 
mit two  of  its  members  to  attend  a  select 

committee  of  the  House  as,  read     •        -  186 

read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to      -        -  188 

Y. 

Teas  and  Nays,  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  resolution, 

in  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon  •        -        -      62 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
General  Stark 78 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  bill  for 
organization  of  the  courts       ...      96 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  to  recommit  said 
bill        -        -        -        -        -        -        -     109 

on  recommitting  with  instructions  the  bill 
for  a  monument  to  Washington      -        -    112 

on  amending  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of  Alabama  to  form  a  State  govern- 
ment, dtc.      •        -        -        -        -        -114 
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on  amending  the  bill  concerning  ferfeiture 
of  lande,  dtc.  .....     \%% 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  organization  of 
the  courts      -        -        -        .       '.        .     160 

on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading      -    160 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution       -        -    162 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  courta       -        -        .        -    164 

on  amending  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  -        ...        .    171 

on  a  motion  to  reverse  the  report  on  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Perkhill    ....    175 

on  concurring  in  the  adverse  report  in  case 
of  Nathaniel  Goddard    ....     188 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  rela- 
ting to  State  controversies      -        -     196, 200 

on  the  final  passage  of  Uie  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  ...    207 

on  indefinita  postponement  of  the  widows 
and  orphanr  biU 214 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  Washing* 
ton 224,228,220 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        •        -    228 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendment 
to  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries  of  cer- 
tain officers 235, 286 

on  appointing  a  member  to  supply  the 
place  of  Mr.  Forsyth  on  the  Seminole 
committee      ......    339 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 
public  lands  ....      242,243,244 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  re- 
specting the  transportation  of  persons  of 
color -        -    252 

on  striking  out  a  section  in  the  Missouri 
bill        ......        .    273 

on  the  third  reading  ot  the  bill  to  revise  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners,  dtc,  in  the 
district  of  Detroit 274 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  a  separate  ter- 
ritorial government  in  the  southern  part 
of  Missouri    .--••.    274 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress       ...    282 

Z. 

Zorger,  Michael,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....    253 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


A. 

Abbott,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -        -    323 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  American  convention  for 
the,  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -    430 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    -        -    292 

Adams,  John  Q.,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -  1447,  1491,  1965 
correspondence  of,  with  Earl  Bathurst  -  1454 
with  Lord  Castlereagh      •        -  1480,  1495 

with  Mr.  Rush,  Envoy  at  London     -        -  1500 
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conespondence  of,  with  Albert  Gallatin     -  1503 
instructions  of,  to    Messrs.   Gallatin  and 

Rush 1514 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Chevalier  Don 

LuisdeOnis         -        -        -        -        -  1941 
correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Ewing,  Minister 

-   at  Madrid 1924 

Additional  Military  Academy,  a  bill  to  establish 

an,  read  twice        .....  1167 
a  letter  firom  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  on  the 

subject  of  an,  dec 2428 
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Ageot  for  PeDsions,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  appoint  an  additional, 
in  Tennessee,  read  twice        ...  1036 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1074 
Alabama  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindex- 
ter,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  Isy  before  the  House  a  state* 
ment  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  in        -    341 

letter  from  the  Secretary  with  the  statement 
asked  for 411 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  accompanied  by  a  census 
of  the  inhabitants,  praying  admission  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  referred        -        -    344 

the  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same,  praying  an  alteration  in  their  judi- 
cial system,  referred  to  the  Judzdary 
Committee 370 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  Telation  to  the  lands  reserred  in        -  1101 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  State  government,  dbc.        -    614 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    641 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1236 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1240 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1272 

Alleghany  Mountains,  the  bill  reported  at  last 
session  for  erecting  a  separate  judicial  dia* 
trict  in  Virginia  west  of  the,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -     •  .        .        .    314 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    316 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 
and  concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -    871 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended   -    311 
Allen,  Heman,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter 
from,  stating  that  he  had  resigned  his  seat 

in  the  House 416 

Allison,  Rot.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain     294 
Ambriiter,  Robert  C,  copy  of  charges  and  speci- 
fications against,  and  trial  of  -        -        -  2064 
letter  from,  to  Governor  Cameron      -        -  2058 
letter  from,  to  Major  NichoUs    -        -        -  2069 
letter  from,  to  Peter  B.  Cook    -        -        -  2060 
defence  of,  before  the  court-martial    -        •  2061 
aentence  pronounced  upon,  and  general  or- 
der thereon 2061 

memorial  of,  to  the  Duke  of  York      -        -  2082 

Amehmg,  Captain  V*  Z.,  report  of,  to  General 

Jackson         -        -        -        -        -        -  1972 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  a  resolution 

from  the  Senate  proposing  an,  read  twice  1038 
debate  on  the  resolution   -        -        -        -  1419 

laid  on  the  table 1420 

American  Colonization  Society,  the  Speaker  pre- 
sented a  letter  from  a  committee  of  the, 
referred 721 

Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -    296 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Illinois 

into  the  Union 309 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  a  monu- 
ment to  De  Kalb 722 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -    897 
Anderson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fer  the 

relief  of,  read  twice        ...        -  1422 
Arbttthnot,  A.,  letter  from,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 

I<Iicholis        ....  2022,2040 

copy  of  the  charges  against      ...  2026 
letter  from,  to  his  son        ....  2034 
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his  defence  before  the  court-martial  •  -  %(^1 
letter  from,  to  W.  Hambly  :  -  -  2084 
letter  from,  to  the  Hon.  Charles  Bagot  -  2087 
letter  from,  to  a  person  of  rank  in  England  2088 
copy  of  a  sheet  of  his  journal,  found  among 

his  pspers      .....         .  2098 

letter  from,  to  the  commanding  officers  at 

Fort  Gaines  - 2096 

a  letter  from  A.  CuUoh  to,  found  among  his 

papers 2098 

a  letter  from,  to  General  Mitchell,  agent  of 

Indian  af&irs        .....  2099 

Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  so  mpch  of  the  Mes- 
sage as  relates  te,  referred  to  the  Militaiy 
Committee  -  .  .  -  .  .  293 
Mr.  Colston  submitted  a  resdaiion  request- 
ing of  the  President  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence which  may  have  been  held 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  sabjeet  of      -     398 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitante  of,  praying  a  aeparate 
territorial  government,  referred  -  -  911 
a  bill  to  provide  a  separate  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  southern  part  of  Missovri, 
by  the  name  of,  read  twice  -  -  -  1119 
debated  and  refened  .        -        .         .  1222 

reported  with  amendments  ...  i236 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  1273 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  readini^  -  1282 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -         -  1283 

Armory,  on  the  Western  waters^  a  hill  antbori- 
zing  the  estabUshmenl  of  a  nathaal,  read 
twice,  and  referred      -        ...         .     33g 
Mr.  Johnson  submittted  a  \etteT  from  the 
Secretory  of  War  on  the  sa\)ject  o(  ^n, 
referred  to  the  same  commiitee  -    945 

Armstrong,  John,  the  bill  of  last  session  aatho- 
lizing  the  payment  of  certain  drafts  drawn 
by,  in  favor  of  Wm.  Morgan,  was  taken 
up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -    412 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        .416 

Army,  report  from  the  Secretory  of  War,  with 
a  statement  of  the  officers  of  the,  their 
grade,  station,  &c.         ....     296 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretory  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  the  present 
strength  and  distribution  of  the      -        .     446 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Military  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  the         -   1165 

the  resolution  laid  on  the  toble  -        -  1156 

Asaessors,  a  bill  providing  compensation  to,  in 

certohi  cases,  read  twice        -        -        -  1 167 

Assistanto  Postmaster  General,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices,  dec,  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  .  .  -  .  296 
a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the,  read 
twice    -..----     464 

Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  requested 
to  inform  the  House  what  sums  had  been 
paid  to  the,  for  extra  senricea  -  -  1481 
a  letter  from  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasmy 
in  reply        .-.--.  1442 
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Bagot^  8ir  CharlMy  eorrespondence  of,  whb  the 

SeeretaTy  of  8Ute  ....  i486 

Baker,  Anthony  8t.  John,  conrefpondenee  of, 

with  th^  Secretary  of  State    ...  U46 
extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to 196i 

Balamy,  Aaron,  the  Committee  of  Claima  waa 
instrueled  to  inquire  into,  and  report  on, 
the  claim  of  -        -        .        -        -        -    8M 

Balances  transferred,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaatiry  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  as 
to  what  part  of  the,  fiSom  the  Treasury  to' 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  bad  been 
drawn  from  the  latter,  by  any  department 
of  the  OoTermnent,  dec.        ...  1409 

Baldwin,  Henry,  from  Pennsylrania,  attended  -    28§ 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report        -        .  1036 

Ball,  William  Lee,  from  Virginia,  attended       -    SSI 

Ball,  Dr.  Mattrom,  the  bill  reported  at  last  ses- 
sion for  relief  of,  was  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 41« 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    416 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment; and  concurred  in         ...    540 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Spencer  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  books  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  .....  317 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed          -    336 

report  in  Aril  of  said  committee  -        -    .    -    662 
two  thoQsanil  five  hundred  copies  of  the  re- 
port ordered  to  be  printed      -  '      -        -    679 
a  bill  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 

incorporate  the,  reiad  twice    .        -        ^    679 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  1416 
read  the  thbd  time,  and  passed  -        -        •1419 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  direct^ 

ing  a  scire  fiicias  to  be  issued  against  the    698 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  nega- 
tiTed    -------    600 

called  up,  and  debated      ....  1407 

the  adoption  of  the  resolution  rejected        -  1409 
Mr.  Spencer  submitted  another  resolution 

relating  to  the       .        .        -r        -        -    922 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -  1416 

memorial  of  the  President  of  the,  read        -  1 102 
Mr.  Wendover  presented  sundry  petitions, 

prajring  the  continoanee  of  the      -        -  1166 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  preeented  a  reaoM- 

lution  to  repeal  the  charter  of  the  -        -  1140 
the  tesolotien  negatived    -        -        -        -  1406 

Bankruptcy.   (See  Uniform  •ytcm  ofi) 
Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  action  of 
Mr.  Herbert,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury waa  diraeted  to  report  the  state  of 

the 464 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
reply     -        -        -        -        -        -        -    616 

another  letter  from  the  same,  on  the  sabject 

ofthe 630 

Barber,  Levi,  of  Ohio,  attended        -  •      -        -    291 
Barbour,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  remarks  o(  on  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank 
ofthe  United  States      -        -        -        .    333 
speeoh  of,  on  the  Military  Appropriation 

bUl         -.      -  -        -        -     462,466 

on  the  appropiiation  hr  militaiy  roada      -    612 
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on  the  sale  of  lota  in  the  city  of  Washington    64S 
on  the  Seminole  report      -        -        -        -    764 

on  the  Hisaoori  bill IIM 

Barbour,  Philip,  of  South  Carolina,  a  bill  ibr  the 

relief  o(  twice  read,  Ac,         -        -        ..   343 
Baron,  Carlos,  affidavit  of       -        .        -        .  2Cai 
Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief o^  twice  read,  and  referred      -  392 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    411 
Barton,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 846 

read  the  third  time^  and  paased  ...    367 

Baaselt,  Burwell,  of  Vbginia,  attended     -        -    202 

remarks  of,  on  the  Beaumarehais  «laim     -    321 

on  his  motion  to  admit  Joseph  Lancaster 

to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  House    -    787 

Bathurst,  Earl,  correspondence  ot,  with   Mr. 

Adams 1401 

Batman,  Heniy,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 1162 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        *  1166 
returned  from  the  Senate  vritfa  an  amend- 
raent,  and  concurred  in         -        .        -  144i 
Beall,  Samuel  B.,  »  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  rend 

twice    -        -  -    .    -        -        -    646 

Beaulieu,  J<  S.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  tftiee    661^ 
Beaumarehais,  the  bill  of  the  last  sessiott  for  re- 
lief ofthe  heirs  of,  waa  taken  up  and  dia- 

eussed 321,349 

the  third  reading  of  the  bBi  negatived        -    344 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        «    291 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Ap- 
propriation bill      -        -        -        -        -    490 

Bellinger,  Mr.,' reported  a  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  public  buildings,  ^c.        -    464 

Bennett,  Malcolm,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 437 

Bennett,  Samuel,  a  bill  directing  the  name  of,  to 

be  placed  on  the  peneion  list,  read  twice    697 

Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  Mr.  Sergeant  present- 
ed the  petition  of  sundry  merchants,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  seisures  under  the»  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  State       -        -  1166 

Bermuda  Hundred,  of  Virginia,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  at,  read  twice    936 

Bibb,  W.  W.,  Governor  of  Georgia*  copy  of  n 

letter  from*  to  General  Andrew  Jackson  -  1076 

Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 

relief  o(  read  twice        ....    4ig 

Birdseye,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  Daniel  Booth,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  ...  1411 

read  twice 1417 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1431 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       -        -  1432 

Blandy  Theodorick,  the  report  of,  on  the  oondu* 
tion  of  South  Amenoot  waa  ofdmed  to  be 
printed  .••... 

Blount,  William  G.,  of  Tennesse,  attended 
Booth,  Daniel.    (See  Birdaeye,  ^c*) 
Boandaries  of  Land  Districts,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  designating  the,  twice  read^  and 

referred 1272 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1402 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  1410 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendmenta  -  1422 
mnd  the  House  of  Bepreaentatifea  reoeded  1429 
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Bounty  Land,  a  bill  extending  the  allowance  of, 

read  twice     ......    411 

Bovigoud,  Antoine.   (See  Doxei,  Joseph^ 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  adverse  report  on 

.  the  petition  of        •        -        -        •        -391 
Bremen,  letter  from  the  Burgomaster  and  Sena^ 
tors  of,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  relating  to  commercial  reciprocities  1638 
British  Subjects,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies 
of  applications  made  bj  the  British  Min- 
ister in  behalf  of  certain         ...  1038 
Bronaugh,  J.  C,  United  States  Army,  affidaTit 

of      ' «348 

Brook,  George  M«,  and  Edmund  P.  Kennedy,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -        •        -  1189 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  1408 
Blown,  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice '        .    866 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •    3T0 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend* 

ment,  and  agreed  to       -        -        -        •    464 

Bryan,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  was,  on  his  own 

motion,  excused  from  serving  on  the  Bank 

Committee,  on  the  ground  of  being  a 

stockholder 840 

Buenos  Ayres  Oazette,  sundry  extracts  from  the  19tl0 
Bunch,  Samuel,  letter  from,  to  General  Jackson  3349 
Bnrghart,  Adolphus,  the  bUl  of  the  last  session 

for  relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    846 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    867 
Burr,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    846 
on  the  third  reading  rijected      -  >.    *        -    446 
Butler,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  elected  a  member 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robertson,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  dec.  .        .        -        .    890 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension 

to  General  Stark    .....    889 
on  the  military  appropriations    ^        •        •    477 

C. 

Cadets,  the  bill  of  last  session  concerning  the 
admission  of,  iato  the  Military  Academy, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    887 
reported  to  the  House,  and  laid  on  the  table    889 
a  bill  extending  the  allowance  of  pensions 

to,  twice  read         .....    870 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    973 
Caldwell,  Blias  B.  {^t  American  Colonizaiian 

SoeUijf.) 
CaDan,  Patrick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    433 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        -  1167 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        *  1 194 
Campbell,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  of,  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts claim    .....    430 
on  the  Militaiy  Appropriation  bill      .        •    478 
on  the  resolution  concerning  the  instigation 
of  Indian  hostilities        ....    648 
Caro,  Jose  Estevan,  affidavit  of        >        -        •  1007 
Cftrr,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  twice  resd,  6lc»  ....    393 

Carter,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  646 
Castlereagh,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Adams I486 

Catlett,  Dr.  Hanson,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    433 
Gavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  daim  o(  Ae^ 
read  twice,  and  referred         -       •       •  1147 


Census,  on  motion  of  fHx*  Campbell,  a  oeloct 

committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill 

for  Uking  the  fourth       .... 

a  bill  to  provide,  ftc,  accordingly,   read 

twice     ...... 

Certain  Crimes  against  the  United  8tat«,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate,  more  efiectually  to  ptio- 
vide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  twice     -   1 149 

Chambers,  Samuel,  commander  of  the  British 
shipK>f.wsr  Dee,  a  letter  from,  to  Sear 
Admiral  Sir  David  Milne,  on  the  subject 
-  of  the  Newfoundland  fisheries        .         -    1499 

Champe,  Phebe,  Mr.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  presented 
■the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   •        .   1074 

Chaplain,  election  of  a,  for  Uie  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives      .....         .     394 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  the 
bill  of  last  session,  authorising  a  subscrip- 
tion to  the  stock  of  the,  was  referred      -     434 

Child,  Ezra,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     •     430 

Choctaw  Tribe,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindezter, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning  the  state- 
ment of  the  -        .        -        •        .        .    8^ 

Circuit  Courto  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  further  to  extend  the  joriedio. 
tion  of  the,  read  twice    ....     882 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     371 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        .        -     911 

Claims,  appointmen  t  of  the  aUnding  committee  of    39 1 
Clark,  John,  Mr.  AUen  presented  the  petition  of    942 

a  bill  from  the  Senaka  for  the  relief  of,  reed 
twice    -        -' J 139 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       ...  1153 

read  the  third  time«  and  passed       *        -  1155 
Clark,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    •    389 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Bickity^  Damth ) 
Clark,  James  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred        .         .  1037 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1371 

Clay,  Henry,  Speaker,  took  his  seat  ...  889 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  providing  for  seamen  360 
in  reply  to  Mr*  Whitman  ....  364 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  cadets  .  339 
on  the  Massachusetts  claim  ...  419 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriatione 

461,  454,  477 
on  the  Seminole  report  .  •  -  -  681 
on  acknowledging  the  South  American  in- 

dependence   ......  1|48 

on  the^  bill  for  the  occupation  of  Florida     -  1439 
thanks  of  the  House  to,  and  address  of,  00 

adjournment-       .....  1441 

Clerks^  on  motion  pf  Mr.  Harriaon,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi. 
ency  of  authorizing  the  employment  of 
an  additional  number,  in  the  War  De- 
partment        399 

a  bill  to  Sncreaee  the  number  of,  dec,  read 

twice 313 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  -  316 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  390 
on  motion  of  Mr.Tallroadge,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  in. 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of,»of  the  dis- 
trict  courts,  bj  the  Prssident  ...  431 
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CoastiBg  Trade,  e  bill  horn  the  Senate  eopple- 

menUiy  to  the  act  concerning  the»  lead 

twice,  and  referred  -  •  •  •  1165 
reported  witboat  amendment  -  -  -  1317 
oraered  to  a  third  reading,  ...  1S83 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMed  -  «  .  1338 
Cobb,  Thomaa  W.,  of  Georgia*  attended  •  •  391 
remarks  of,  on  tho  bill  granting  a  penaion  to 

General  Stark  ....  887,  888 
on  referring  certain  docnments  from  one 

committee  to  another  ...  869,  871 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  poatpone  the  aab- 

ject  indefinitely  .....  873 
on  hie  motion  to,  refer  tho  two  reporta  of  the 

Seminole  committee  to  a  Coramitteo  of 

the  Whole 687 

remarks  of,  on  the  hill  concerning  the  sale  of 

lots  in  Washington  ....  643 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolutions  •  688 
on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  1 184 
on  adhering  to  the  rejection  of  the  Senate's 

amendment  to  the  bill  to  admit  Missouri 

into  the  Union       .....  1438 

Coffin,  William^  and  others,  on  inotion  of  Mr. 
Folger,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  the  benefit  of 
drawback  to •    886 

«  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twico       -        -    436 
Coins,  United  States  and  forekn,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  a  committee  was  appointed 

'   to  inquire  into  the  expediency  or  regula- 
ting      -        .        -         -        -        -        -    833 

detailed  report  of  said  committee        •        «    788 

a  bill  to  regulate,  dbc^  read  twice        -        -    796 
(See  Foreign  Coins.) 

Colburn,  Reuben,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gage,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dbc*,  were  dire^ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king compensation  to     -        •        *        -    488 
Cole,  Mehitable,  the  bill  of  last  session  ibr  the 

relief  oi|  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •    881 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        •    334 
Colston,  Edward,  of  Virginia,  attended     -        •    391 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Linn'^s  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  migration  of  slaves      •        •    887 
on  the  bUl  relating  to  the  military  estaUiah* 
ment     .......    586 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolutions         -    834 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Herbert  presentejd  the 

petition  of,  referred,       .        .        -        •  1189 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of  the 

standing  oommitt^  on  -        -        -        •    391 
Comlnissary,  Abraham,  an   Onondsga^  Indian, 

Mr.  Ogden  presented  the  petition  of       •  1074 
Congress,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  ot,  read  twico,  and 
indefinitely  postponed    «...  1440 
usual  resolutions  preparatory  to  tl^  close  of 

the  session    -...•.  1441 
adjouxnment  of,  stne  die   *       •       -        •  1444 
Constitution,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the,  read  twice  1088 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1419 

laid  on  the  Uble 1430 

Convention,  copy  of  the,  with  Great  Britain     •  1693 
Copperpmiths,  of  Boston,  adTone  report  on  th^ 

petition  of,  agreed  to      .....    834 


Page. 

Copy-Rights,  a  bill  concerning  suits  brought  on, 

read  twice •    484 

Cowan,  John,  an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of^ 

reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered    -        .        •    886 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  dbc.        -    391 

Cranch,  William,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read 

twice,  dkc. 870 

Creek  Nation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorising 
the  purchase  of  certain  lands  reserved  to 
the  chiefs  of  the,  read  twice  .        •        •  1147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1153 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        •  1155 

Cross,  T.,  Captain  United  States  Army,  a  state- 
ment made  upon  honor,  by    •        -        -  3886 

Crowell,  John,  Delegate  from  Alabama  Territo* 

ry,  attended 390 

Couger,  Daniel,  of  New  York,  attended  -        •    398 

Cumberland  Road,  a  notice  to  insert  an  appropri- 
ation for  the,  in  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  carried   -        -        -        -        -        -  1148 

Carritttck  Sound,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
fectures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  staking  the  channel  of    395 

!>• 

Davidson,  William,  a  new  member  from  North 
Carolina,  in  plaee  of  Daniel  Bf*  Forney, 
was  qualified,  dbe.  «...    889 

Davis,  Henry,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the  relief 

of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -    541 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    545 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  a  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Conneeti- 

out  Asylum  for  the,  read  twice       -        -  1839 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1437 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1481 
De  Forest,  David  C,  oorrespondence  of,  with 

the  SecreUiy  of  State  -  ^    -        -  1614 

De  Kalb,  Baron,  Mr.  Reed,  of  Maiyland,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  the  monument 
to  the  late  Major  General       •        -        -731 

laid  on  the  table 738 

De  Krafft,  Edward,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  remonstrating  againstan  all^iged 
violation  of  his  contract  for  printing      •    840 
Delafleld,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    486 
a  third  reading  rejected     -        .      %  •        •    445 
De  la  Ronde,  Pierre  Dennis,  a  bill  Irom  the  Sen- 
ate Ibr  the  relief  of         ....  1317 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        •        .        -  1387 
reported  with  amendments        •       .'       •  1838 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  a 
bill  authorising  subscription  to  the  stodk 
of  the,  read  tvrice  •        «        .        .        .    488 
Denton,  Little  dt  Co.,  and  Harmon  Kendricks,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     ...    834 
Deqnindre,  Louis  and  Antoine,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  Ibr  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred  •        .    <    -        -        •        .        .    438 
reported  without  amendment    ...  1434 
Desha,  B|r*»  remarks  oi,  on  Mr.  Holmes's  leaolu- 

tbn 873 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Seminole  reports      539 
speech  of,  on  tiie  bill  concerning  the  mili- 
tary establishment         ....    686 
on  the  Seminole  resolntiona       ...  1088 
Deslande,  Rosalia  P.,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  for 

thenttefof 1411 
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Deslande,  Roralie  P.— continued.  Page, 

bill  twice  read,  and  referred        •        -        -  1417 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1431 
IHtroit,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  the  pow- 
en  of  the    commissioners  for  deciding 
claims  to  land  in  the  district  oL  read 

twice 1483 

Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  a  bill  concern- 
ing the,  read  twice,  dee.  -  .  -  •  680 
Diacontinuance  of  Suits,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  the  -  -  -  299 
a  bill  to  prevent  the,  twice  read,  and  ordere^l 

to  a  third  reading 316 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  on  the 291 

the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from  Judge 
Craneh,  transmitting  a  code  of  jurispru- 
dence for  the,  prepared  by  him  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  Congress  •  -  299 
on  motion  of  -Mr.  Herbert  the  Clerk  was 
directed  to  contract  for  the  printing  of  two 
hundred  and  fiAy  copies  of  said  code  -  824 
referred  to  the  jodges  of  the  circuit  court 

and  district  attorney      ....    870 
bill  concerning  the  Banks  of  the,  twice  read   1 164 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         -       •        •  1 139 
reported  without  amendment     •        •        -  1 149 
Doeaments,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  joint  reeo* 
lution  authorning  the  franking  of  ce^rtski, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed         «        •813 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, agreed  to     -        -        •        -        •    349 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  similar  reeolotion 
in  relation  to  the  documents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotee, 

read  twice     - 880 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -       -        -  1146 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  Clerk  of  the  House,  took 

his  seat         •-•-..    289 
Dox^  Jacob,  letter  from,  referred  to  the  Commits 

tee  of  Claims 812 

a  bUl  for  the  relief  o^  twice  read  dec.         •    344 
Doset,  Joseph,  and  Antoine  Bourgoud,  a. hill 

from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  -        -        -  1411 
twiee  read,  and  referred    -        -        .        •  I4t7 
reported  with  amendments        •        •        •  1421 
Drake,  John  R.,  of  New  York,  attended   •        •293 
DvfoQT,  John  James,  and  his  associates,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks presented  the  petition  o^  referred  •    424 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  raad  twice,  and  or^ 

deted  to  a  third  reading         ...    497 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejeoted  ...    429 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall  the  vote  of  rejec- 
tion was  reconsideied  and  the  bill  refer- 
red to  a  select  oemmittee       ...    433 
committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  laid  on 

thetable 436 

DfuUapt  Richard   O.,  letter  from,  to  General 

Jackson         .        «        «        •        .        .'2344 
Dunn,  Thomas,  8ergeant-at-Arms,  the  Speaker 
was  authoriaed  and  requested  to  employ 
counsel  to  defend,  in  the  suit  brought 
against  him  by  John  Anderson      -        •    433 
Daverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  relief  of,  read  twice  •        -        .        •  1422 
Dyer,  R.  H.,  late  Colonel  of  Tennessee  vohin- 

tceia,  ktter  from,  to  Ge&eiil  Jickaoa    •  2348 


Earle,  Elia«,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  - 
Easter»  Richard  J.,  letter  from,  to  Gen.  Jackson 
Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  the  hUl  of  last 
session  to  incorporate  the,  was  ordered  Co 
a  third  reading      -        -        -        .         .     410 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .     412 

returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendments 
and  agreed  to         .....    12I6 
Edwards,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion    to 
IMstpone  indefinitely  Mr.  Holmes'  resolu- 

tien 375 

on   his   resoUition  of  inquiry  relative   to 

Florida 681,  583 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee of       -       -        -       .        .        .     1^91 
Electors  of  President,  9lc    (See  ConMuHonj 
Mr.  Dickenon's  amendment) 

EUicott,  Benjamin,  of  New  York,  attended        -     S91 

Entries  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  provid- 
ing for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making, 

read  twice 1432 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        •  1433 

Equestrian  Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  erect  an,  in  the  Capitol  square, 
read  twice 1155 

Ervin,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         -    298 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolutions        -  1118 

Erving,  George  W.,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -  1667,1853 

eorrespoocieace  of,  with  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  1669 
correspondence  ot^  with  Don  Joae  Pisar- 
» 1679,  1867 

Expenditures  for  captures  at  sea,  a  letter  &om 
the  Secretary  of  the  liavy  with  ^Utements 
of  the,  in  obedience  to  a  rtsolutiou  oC  the 
last  session 416 

Export  Entnr  and  Oath,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SUs- 
bee,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the 
time  allowed  for  completing  the      *        -    314 
(See  JRevenue.) 

Exports,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury with  a  statement  of        •        -        «    488 

Extension  of  Streets,  a  bill  authorixing  the,  in 
certain  cases,  1^  the  Corporation  of  Wash- 
ington, read  twice  ....    434 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -         -    438 

Extra  Allowances,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nelson, 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  were  author- 
ixed  to  make  to  the  servants,  Ac,  of  the 
House  the  same  as  were  made  at  the  last 
session  -.-----  1417 

Extra  labor  of  Soldiers,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  relative  to  •        -        •        -    647 

F, 

■ 

False  Entfies  for  benefit  of  Drawback,  a  blH  pro- 
viding additional  penaltiee  for,  twice  read  1006 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1038 

Farish,  Thomas  B.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for 

relief  of,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  410 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -418 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and 

agreed  to 721 

Fatigue  Duty,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate 

the  pay  of  the  Army  when  employed  on  -  1217 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  thini  reading  -  1S37 
read  the  third  time^  and  ptMed  •  •  1S72 
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Finaifcei,  annual  Treararj  report  of  tho  state 

of  the 300 

Fire  Enginei,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  purchase  of,  twice  read    -        -  1432 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        -        .  1440 
Firat  Comptroller,  a  letter  from  the,  with  a  list 
of  persone  who  have  not  rendered  their 
accounts  for  settlement  ...       -    444 
Fisher,  Charles,  a  new  member  from  8ou(h  Car- 
olina, in  place  of  George  Mumford,  de- 
ceased, was  qualified,  dec.      ...  1149 
Florida,  Mr.  Hopkinson  submitted  a  motion  re- 
questing of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  the  correspondence  of  our 
Minister  at  Madrid  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  army  in         -        -        -    393 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed      -        •        -        -        -        •    406 

Mr.  ISdwards  submitted  a  resdntion  of  in- 
quiry in  relation  to  the  militaiy  poets  o( 
in  possession  of  the  United  Sutes  -       -    681 

amended  and  agreed  to 683 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  reply 911 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning a  proTisioftal  goremment  Ibr      -  1419 

a  bill  authortiing  the  President  to  take  pos- 
session of,  twice  read     ....  1433 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1430 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  coneorved  in  with  an  exception        -  1440 

Floyd,  Mr.,  remains  of,  on  Mr.  Holmes's  reso- 
lution     -     371,876 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  appro- 
priations         460 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  ,to  refer 
the  Seminole  reports  to  the  CojoQinittee  of 

the  Whole 638 

speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  :  .  .  1104 
Folger,  Walter^  of  Massachusetts,  attended  •  391 
Ford,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    .        •        -  1337 
reported  with  amendments         ...  1416 
Foreign  Afl&irs,  appointmeht  of  a  select  commits 

tee  of 398 

Foreign  Coins,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continne 
in  force  the  act  to  regulate  the  correni^ 
of,  read  twice         -        .        •        .        .  1088 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1436 

Foreign  Merchandise,  the  bill  of  last  session  re- 
lating to  the  duties  on,  was  indefinitely 
postponed      -        -    *    -        -        -        -    418 

Foreign  Seamen,  the  bill  of  last  session  author- 
izing the  apprehension  o£,  deserting,  was 
read 868 

Forfeiture  of  Land,  dtc,  Mr.  Harrison  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  eznedi- 
encT  of  continuing  the  act  to  suspena  the, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  641 
reported  without  amendment  ...  646 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1434 

Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  the  Speaker  commu- 
nicated a  letter  from,  containing  notice 
that  he  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
House '    -    399 

Fowler,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

retiefof,  read  twice        -        -        -        -1423 
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France,  a  bill  continuing  the  currency  of  the 

crowns  and  6-franc  pieces  o^  read  twice  -    796 
See  {Foreign  Coins,) 

Franking  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gametti 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dco^  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 
of  extending  the,  to  agricultuial  socie- 
ties in  their  correspondence  with  each 
other     -        -        -        -         -        -        -  1087 

a  bill  in  conformity  thereto,  was  twice  read  1 163 
a  third  reading  negatived  •        -        -        -  1894 

French,  Thomas.    (See  J&'nsiey,  Adam,) 

Friendly  Creek  Indians,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  relation  io  the  claims  of 
the 681 

Frink,  Luther.    (See  Ring,  Hannah,) 

Fugitive  Slaives,  on  motUm  of  Mr.  PindaU,'a 
committee  was  apnointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  Ibr 
the  delivering  up  o^  dtc        -.       -        -    646 
a  bill  to  that  e&ct  read  twiee    -        -        •    661 

Fugithes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  tnstructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedieb^  of  author- 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  demand,  &c      .....  1139 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     •    843 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations    -    499 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions        ...    986 
on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  -  1179 

O. 

Gadsden,  J.,  Aid-de-camp,  letter  from,  to  Gene- 
ral Jackson 3030 

affidavit  made  by 3839 

Gaines,  General  £.  P.,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  ....  1967, 3066 
letter  from,  to  Colonel  Clinch    •        •        -  1976 
to  Commodore  Patterson  ....  1978 
to  General  Jackson    .....  3066 
Gales  and  Seaion,  election  of,  as  printers  to  the 

House 1441 

a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  have 
elected,  also  as  printers         ...  1441 

Gallatin  and  Rush,  Messrs.,  the  President's  oom- 
mission  investing,  with  plenary  powers, 
te  fi>rm  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  ...        .        .       .  1606 

instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  1614 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secfetary  of 
State 1636 

protocols  of  their  conferences  with  the  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries      ....  1683 

further  instructions  to,  from  the  Seeretary 
of  SUte         ......  1673 

Galloo  Island,  a  bill  for  erecting  a  lighthouse  on, 

read  twice     ...       -        -       -        -  1438 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1436 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to         .....  1440 

Gardiner,  John,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter 
from,  transmitting  a  map  of  Alabama 
Territory,  and  of  the  military  bounty 
lands     -        -        -        -        -        -        -    846 

a  proposition  to  furnish  soldiers  with  copies 
of  the  latter  at  a  reasonable  price,  was  re* 
jected 370 
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Ctoorgifty  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Colib,  m  oommittM 

WM  appointed  to  reqoott  of  the  Pieeident 

eopiee  of  die  eorreipondenoe  between  the 

Depertmeot  of  War  and  the  Gorernor  of    428 

a  Meeaage,  transmitting  the  correspondence 

asked  for 489 

another  Message,  with  oop>M  of  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of,  to  General  Jackson  1078 
Oibbs»  Bamnel,  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of,  twice  read    391 
Gilbert,  SjWester,  a  new  member  from  Connec- 
ticot,  in  place  of  Mr.  Holmes,  resigned* 
attended,  and  was  qualifled,  &e.     -        -    870 
Giles,  Aqnilla,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of,  read  twice   489 

reported  withont  amendment     -        -        -616 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  1440 
Glasscock,  General  Thomas,  commanding  the 
Georgia  militia,  letter  from,  to  Ctonerat 

Jackson *  8886 

Godfrey,  Ga|iri«li  •  hill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  - 1817 

read  twice,  and  referred     •       -       -        -1887 
rejection  of  the  bill  recommended  by  the 
committee     .-•-.-  1416 
Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  for 

relief  off  read  twice        ....    448 
Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  of,  for  the  year  1819,  read  twice    787 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -1161 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -1168 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1403 

read,  and  referred 1410 

agreement  reported,  with  one  exception     •  1416 
the  House  concurred  with  the  committee  in 
the  exception         .....  1484 
Chrand  River,  on  motiop  of  Mr.  Hitchcock,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of  en- 
try at  the  mouth  of       -        -        •        -    898 
Grant,  Vincent,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice         -        -        -        -        .  1488 
Great  Britain,  papers  relating  to  the  convention 
of  the  20th  October,  1818,  between  the 
United  Sutes  and         ....  1445 
Omerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of  ..-•-•  1411 
read  twice,  and  reforred     -        -        -        -  1417 
GunboaU  Nos.  149  and  154,  the  bill  of  last  seo- 
sion,  authorizing  the  payment  of  money  to 
the  officers  and  crews  of,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         --.---    641 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •    645 
Gunpowder,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of.    (See 
^  Imported  Cottonf  in  which  bill  it  is  in- 
cluded.) 

H. 

Hadfield,  George,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 1194 

HaUe,  John,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  at  the  last  session,  adverse  to  the 
petition  of,  was  concurred  in  -        -        -    846 

Half-pay  Pensions,  a  bill  extending  the  time  of, 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  twice  read    -    319 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    884 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1426 
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Hall,  William,  of  Delaware,  attended  -    391 

Hambly,  W.,  certificates  of       -  .        ^2018 

Hamburgh,  application  to  the  President  from  the 
Burgomaster  and  Senate  of,  in  relation  to 
commercial  reciprocities         ...  16S4 
Hamilton,  A.  W.,  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 

granted  to 390 

Hanaeatic  Towns,  a  Message  from  the  President 
in  relation  to  the,  referred  to  the  Commits 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means         -        -        -  1101 
Harper,  Samuel  H.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  r^ 

lief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ,-  -  410 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    418 

Harrison,  William  H.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -  -  289 
remarks  of,  on  the  admission  of  the  Hepre- 

sentative  from  Illinois  -  .  w  .  ^^^ 
speech  o(  on  the  resolution  to  admit  lUinoia 

into  the  Union.     .....    sio 

remarks  oi,  on  the  bill  for  additional  clerks 

in  the  War  Department  ...  315 
on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  io  General 

Stark  -.-.--.  887 
on  his  motion  relating  to  forfeiture  and  sale 

of  lands  -  -  .  -  .  -  340 
on  a  resolution  concerning  the  trial  of  Ar- 

bnthnot  and  Ambrister  ....  869 
speech  of,  on  the  Aalf-pay  Pension  bill  .  877 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  ooneerning  Cadets  -  388 
speedi  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  tlie  term  of 

pensions,  Slc  .....  394 
remarks  o^  on  the  military  estahliahment  536 
introductory  of  a  resolution  respecting  mili- 
tary punishment  -  -  -  -  912 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  rsso\iiUons  •  I0I8 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  divide  the  ques- 
tion       1186 

in  defence  of  Colonel  TrumbuU        -        -  1194 
on  the  bill  relating  to  forfeiture  of  lands, 

dec -  1424 

Hart,  'Eli,  s  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  -  1411 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1417 
the  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill -  1481 

Haskell,  Lois,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  agreed  to 1074 

Hawkins,  Colonel  Benjamin,  letters  from,   to 

Colonel  Nicholls 1963 

Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       ^    339 
Henley,  David,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of 1217 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        ^  1237 
reported  withont  amendment     ...  1271 

Herbert,  John  C,  of  Maryland,  attended  -        -  289 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  sale 
of  reserved  lots  in  the  City  of  Wsshing- 

ton 316,648 

Herrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  attended  .        -        -  319 

Hill,  Rees,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    -  1217 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1287 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1282 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1440 

Hinds,  Bartlett,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twice  544 

Hitchcock,  Peter,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -        -  344 
Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of -  1167 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1 19i 

reported  with  an  amendment    ...  13S8 

read  ti^e  tfainl  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1439 
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367,  871 


681 
600 


-  1184 


.  1489 


434 
436 

813 

376 

873 

1438 


-    390 


389 
1006 

.     437 


Hogg,  Samiael,  ofTennaww,  attondad 
Holmei,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  introdocing  a 
tlon  respecting  the  Seminole  war 
on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to 

Florida         -        -        - 
speech  o(  on  the  Seminole  report 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  same   * 
on  the  bill  authorising  the  ocenpatton  of 
Florida         .        -        -        . 
Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  re- 
lief of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •> 
read  the  third  time,4nd  passed  -    ,    - 
HopkinsoR,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  bill  to 
establish  a  uniform  sjstem  of  bankruptcy 
on  Mr.  Holmes's  resolution       ... 
speech  oil  on  the  Seminole  report 
on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  Florida 
Hostetter,  Jacob,  of  FennsyWania,  a  new  mem- 
ber, in  place  of  Mr.  Spangler,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
House  of  RepresentatiTes,  list  of  members  who 
attended  the  opening  of  the   ... 
Hughes,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
Hutchins,  Alpbeus,  Mr.  Livermore  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred 

I. 

Illinois,  the  Speaker  presented  a  copy  of  the  con- 
stitution of 390 

referred  to  a  select  committee  for  examina- 

tioHj  and  report     .--.--    396 
report  of  a  resolution  to  admit,  read  twice    39$ 
debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    306 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    311 
Mr.  McLean  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le* 
gislature  of,  concerning  persons  settled  on 
reserved  lands,  referred  -        -        .  •      .    344 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        -    389 
Mr.  McLean  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  govei^nment,  referred  .        -        . 
a  bill  granting  land  for  the  purpose  prayed 

for,  read  twice       -        -        -      ,  - 
or;^ered  to  a  third  reading          ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     433 

reported  without  amendment  ...  434 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1436 
a  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in, 

.read  three  times,  and  passed  .        -        .  1436 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  new 

land  office  in 1440 

on  proceeding  to  raad  the  bill,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present      -  1441 

Importation  of  Slares,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  the  bill  of  last  session  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  to  prohibit  the,  was  refer- 
red         830 

Mr.  Hostetter,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition,  on  the  subject  of  the,  referred  to 
the  same  committee       ....    436 
(See  Slaoe  Trade.) 

Imported  Cotton,  a  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on, 

read  twice,  and  referred         -        •        •    436 
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Imported  Salt,  the  Cammittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  abolishing  the  duty  on      -    397 

a  report  against  the  expediency  -        •    889' 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson,  the  same  eoni- 
mittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedienqrofamending  the  act  relating  to    444 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  laying  a  dnty  on, 
reed  twice     - 1101 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  •        •        -  148^ 
Imports  from   Canada,  Mr.   Palmer,  of  New 
York,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  concerning        •  ,     •        >        .    440 

resolution  agreed  to  -        *        •        .        •    443 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro* 
▼ide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on,  read 
twice    *.....        .    548 

a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
duties  on,  read  twice,  and  reforieed         -  1088 

Independent  Governments  of  South  America,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  show- 
ing the  applications  made  by,  to  have  a 
Minister  or  Consul  General  accredited  by 

the  United  States 1600 

Indian  Trading  Establishments,  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  a  system  provi- 
ding for  the  abolition  of  the  existing,  re- 
ferred   .......    866 

a  bill  conoemittg  the  abolition  of,  read  twice    646 
Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  the     -        -        -       ....        •    393 

Mr.  Herrick  presented  a  memorial  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  establish- 
ing schools  among  the,  reforred      .        .    436 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln  the  select  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  obtain  and  re- 
port annual  information  ooneeming  the    438 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  select 
such,  as  he  may  think  beet  prepared  for 
the  change,  and  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  he  may  deem  best  to  dvilixe  the  same, 
read  twice 646 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  similar  character, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...  1437 
\    reported  without  amendment     ...  1483 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1486 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  into  effect  treaties  with, 
read  twice,  and  referred         -        -        •1168 

reported  without  amendment    ...  148I 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  I486 
Indiana,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  admit- 
ting the  3tate  of,  into  the  Union,  read 
twice 438 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  certain  lande  granted  to,  for  a  seat 
of  government,  read  twice     -       .•        -  1316 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        -  1403 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed ...  1410 

Instigating  Indians  to  hostilities,  Mr.  Campbell 
submitted  a  resolution  ineCructingthe  Jv- 
diciary  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  punishing  as  spies  white 
men  who  may  be  found  ...    647 

considered,  and  negatived  •        •  *     .        •    548 
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Initnifllioni  t*  Botrdi  of  Land  ComniiMionerai 

a  latter  firom  the  Sacratary  of  tKa  Traaa- 

uiy,  tranamittlng  oopiaa  of  hla        -        -    431 

Intaroal  Dotias  and  Direct  Tax,  a  latter  from 

the  nma,  tranamittkigaaRdry  ■tatamenti 

in  ralatioa  to 416 

Iftlar&al  Improvamant,  appointnant  of  a  aaleet 

eovmittaa  on S94 

a  bill  to  appropriate  a  fand  for,  read  twice    474 
Invalid  Penaions,  a  bill  concerning  read  tbraa 

timea,  and  paeaed  -        -        •        .        .    910 
Invalid  Panaioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twiea  1036 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  •        .        .  1439 
a  bill  regulating  payments  to,  read  twioe    -    766 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        -        -    787 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendnMOta  14M 
conaidarad,  and  concurred  In     -        -       •  14S3 
luTalida  of  the  Revolution,  the  bill  of  laal  aea- 
aion  concerning,  waa  taken  up,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    367 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       •        •    370 
biak  Bettlera  in  imnoia,  Mr.  Okgett  submitted 

a  raaolution  concerning         ...    413 

consideration  negatived     ....    413 

Island  of  New  Orleana,/a  bill  from  the  Sanaia 

for  a^iuating  ckins  to  land,  dec,  in  the 

district  east  of,  read  twioe    -        -        •  '  1037 

rapoited  without  amendment     -        •        •1163 

read  the  Uurd  time,  and  paaaed  •       •        •  1436 

J. 

laakaan,  Major  General  Andrew,  on  mation  of 
Mr.  Rhea,  the  Meaaage  of  the  Ptaaidant 
in  1816,  recommending  a  confirmation  of 
the  grant  of  land  made  by  the  Creek  In- 
^ans  to,  waa  referred  to  the  Gommittae 
on  Public  J^ands 307 

on  aotim  of  Mr.  Cobb  a  committee  waa 
appointed  to  reqneat  of  the  Praaidant 
eapiaa  of  any  oorreapondanee  that  may 
hanw  paaaed  between  the  Saoretary  af 
War  and,  aa  wall  as  of  any  letters  be- 
tween the  Governor  af  Georgia  and  the 
SUD» 428 

a  Message  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
aaerataiy  of  War  in  taply     •       -        -    439 

correspondence  ot,  vriih  the  Gwarnor  of 
Pensacola      ....         1838, 1968 

letter  from,  to  the  «eefretaiy  af  War  M^3,  S008, 

3069 

letter  from,  to  Governor  Maxot  .        •        -  1984 

to  the  Commandant  df  St.  Mask's     -        -  2014 

the  memorial  of,  to  the  Senate,  preaented  by 
Mr.  Rnfus  King 2308 

Jackson,  Willism,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

E'esented  the  petition*  of,  on  behalf  of  the 
evolutionary  survivors,  referred    -        •    298 
report  thereon  in  full         ....    347 
another  petition  from  the  aame,  praying  that 

the  report  may  be  acted  on    •        •        -  1421 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1427 
larrett,  Nicholas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  dbc -        .    640 

Jafieraon  County,  Virginia,  a  bill  to  autkoriie  the 
Seerataiy  of  War  to  conv^  a  lot  of  lead, 
tb«  property  of  the  United  Statea,  lying 
in,  read  twice        -        ...        -  1139 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        •       •  1147 
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Jarvais,  Samuel,  the  depoaitton  of,  enclosed  in  a 
letter  from  General  Gaines  to  the  Secre- 

tarv  of  War 1958 

Jervey,  Thomaa  Hall,  the  bill  of  last  session  for 
relief  of,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 466 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    479 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  Chairman  of 

Military  Committee        ....    S93 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  Ar- 

buthnot  and  Ambrister  ...     868,  369 
on  the  bill  concerning  widows,  &c.    -        -    395 
on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  military  appro- 
priation bill 447 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  aaid  bill  ....  453 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Seminole  reports  629 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  l^e  btH 

relative  to  the  Militaiy  Establishment     -    631 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions       •       -     666,  668 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  Mr.  Spen- 
cer's Bank  reeolution     ....    934 

Johnson,  James,  of  Viiginia,  attended  -  -  314 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriation  bill  461 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  -  -  468 
on  the  Seminole  reports  ....  620 
on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  Bank  charter 

1146,  1241 
on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  ^f  Florida     -  1430 
Jonea,  John  Rice,  a  bill  hr  the  relief  of,  twice 

read 391 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  read,  and  referred        ...    494 
reported  without  amendment     ...    443 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1439 
Jonea,  Mr.,  of  Tenneaaee,  speech  of;  on  the  Sem- 
inole reports 704 

Jones,  Walter.  (See  Ameriean  Colanizatian  fib- 

eietv.) 
Janes,  William,  President  of  the  United  States 

fiank,  the  memorial  of  -        ...  ii03 
Jouett,  Matthew  H.  (See  MeCaUa,  Itokert,) 
Jourdan,  B.,  and  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fi>r 

reKefof, 1167 

read  twice,  and  referred             -        -        -  1194 
reported  without  amendment     -'       -      .-  1423 
riad  the  third  time,  and  paawd  ...  1433 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  the      292 

Judicial  System  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  further  to  extend  the,  twice 

read,  and  referred 832 

>    reported  without  amendment     ...    935 

Kellogg,  Giles,  the  un&vorable  report,  of  last  aes- 

sion,  on  the  petition  of,  was  concurred  in    417 
Kendricks,  Herman.  (See  Denton,  Little,  ^  Co.) 
Kennedy,  Edmund  P.  (See  Brook,  George  M.) 
Kenzie  and  Fonyth,  the  bill  of  last  session  for 

the  relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  leading  •    541 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    545 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      1167 

read  and  referred       .....  1194 
agreement  reported  and  concurred  in        -  1216 
Kermion,  Labadojere,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of^  read  twice,  Ac        ...  1332 
Key,  F.  8.  (See  Ameriean  Cokmxatien  Seti^,) 
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Kidd,  Robert,  •.  Mil  ibr  the  rdief  of,  twioo  read  •    ^86 
ordered  to  e  third  raading  -  .      •        -        -  1433 
reed  the  third  time,  and  peeeed  -        .        «  1426 
Xindelen,  GiOTemor  Sob.,  e  letter  from,  to  hie 

Ereelleney  George  Cockbam         -        -  1983 
King,  William,  the  bill  of  lest  eeeeion  for  the  re- 
lief off  ordered  to  e  third  reading   -        •    846 
reed  die  third  time,  end  peeeed  ...    867 
Xing,  Sampson  S.,  the  bill  of  last  session  ibr  re* 

lief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        -    434 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    486 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  en  amend- 
ment, end  conedrred  in        -        -        •    838 
Kinsley,  Adam,  and  Thomas  French,  the  biH  of 
last  session  for  relief  of,  was  taken  vp, 
emended  by  adding  the  name  of  G.  S. 
Leonard,  and  ordered  to  third  reeding     •    616 
reed  the  third  time^  end  passed  ...    641 

L. 

Lacock,  Mr.,  strtctores  on  the  report  by,  on  the 

Seminole  war         -    '    •       '-        >        -  8360 

reply  of,  to  the  same 3369 

Lefitte,  commandant  at  Barrataria,  letter  from 

Colonel  Nicholis,  to       -        -        -        •  1946 
Lambert,  William,  Mr.  H.  Nelson  presented  the 

memorial  of>  referred     ....    298 
report  of  the  committee  thereon        -        -  1403 
(See  Langiiudt  of  the  CapitoV) 
Lancaster,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  wee 
admitted  to  a  seet  within  the  bar  of  the 

House 787 

the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  ^m,  express- 
ing gratitade,  dec.  -        "       /  -  1087 
Land  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindeiter,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  famish  to  each  of 
the  standing  committees,  a  copy  of  the  -  ^  320 
Land  and  Naval  Service,  a  bill  to  provide  for  cer-  * 
tain  persons  engaged  in  the,  read  twice, 

and  referred 1836 

Lands  Sold,  northwest  of  Ohio  river,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  trans- 
mitting statements  of,  dec.     - '      -        .418 
Langaille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  tiie  Senate  for 

reUef  of -  1411 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1417 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...  1431 
Latitude  of  36°  30^  N.,  a  resohztion  from  the 
Senate  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  an  artilt  to  ascer- 
tain  the,  on  the  west  bank  of  Tennessee 
river     .-.--.-  1403 
read  twice,  and  referred    •        -        -        .1410 
reported  with  amendments ;  laid  on  the  table  1431 
Latrohe,  Benjamin  H.,  the  Speaker  presented  a 

letter  from,  I'eferred        ....    443 
Lawrence,  William,  the  report  on  the  petition 
of,  made  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War    -        -        -        -341 
Lawyer,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -    889 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  in  the  ease  of  Giles 

Kellogg -    417 

Lee,  Ridierd  Blend,  the  Speaker  presented  e 
letter  from,  encloeing  the  cleim  of  Jeeob 
Doz,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims    312 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  bill  fiwn  the  Senete  for  the 

relief  0^  r—A  twiee        ....  1482 
Leftwkh,  Adjutent  General,  eopy  of  a  letlir  freiD, 

to  Oenerel  Gefaies         •       •       •        .  2142 
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Leonard,  Charles  S.    ( See  Kinshy,  Adam,) 
liOwis,  William  B.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the 

relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading         .    367 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        .    370 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 
and  agreed  to 434 

Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  joint 
committee  on,  agreed  to,  and  the  same 
appointed      ......    294 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    320 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed   .        .        .        .        .    821 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  elected  in 
place  of  Mr.  Parris^  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 290 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
^ote  rejecting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dn- 
four  and  others      .....    432 

on  the  military  appropriation  bill        -        -    488 

Linn,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        .        .    289 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
migration  of  slaves         ....    336 
Little  Prince,  Tustanuggee,  a  talk  from,  to  the 

American  commander  in  the  Indian  nation  1 974 
Live  Oak  Timber,  a  bill  authorising  the  pur- 
chase of,  read  twice        ....    437 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    •  1217 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1237 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1402 

Lrrermore,  Arthur,  of  New  Hampehire,  attended    289 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  greatieg  a  pension 
to  Generel  Stark 888 

on  the  reeokition  to  repeal  the  eet  to  estab- 
lish the  districts  of  Memphremegeg,  Os* 
wegetdtto,  dec     , 846 

on  the  appfopriatioa  Im  Trumbuirs  peitit- 
ings 1144 

speech  o^  on  the  Seminole  reports    -        -  1191 

Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  the  Speaker  preeented 
e  letter  frott  Mr.  Lambert,  nceempenied 
with  two  hnndred  oepies  of  abstracts  of 
celeoletiens  to  ascertain  the  -•      -.      -  1188 
a  joint  resolution  euthoriitog  the  President 
to  cause  astronoi^ical  observations  to  he 
made  to  ascertain  the,  reed  twice    -        -  1468 
reed  the  ihkd  tine,  and  passed  ...  1410 
Loomis,  Jairus,  correspondence  of,  with  Commo- 
dore Patterson 1978 

Louisiane,  e  bill  Ibr  the  final  adjustment  of  cer- 
tain land  claims  in  Missouri  Territoty 
and  State  of,,  reed  twice         ...    848 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treeeury, 

with  a  draft  of  a  bill,  referred  -  •  366 
a  bill  ezplenetory  of  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory end,  reed  twice  ....  889 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  651 
returned  with  emendments  ...  1421 
considered,  end  concurred  in  .  •        -        •  1422 

Lovell,  J.,  Surgeon  General,  report  of,  on  the 

Army  rations         .....  2391 

Lower  Creek  Nation,  petition  of  the,  to  Governor 

Cemen>n      .--.--  2049 

Lewndee,  Williem,  of  South  Cerolina,  attended    314 
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Lowndsf,  WUIiam — continued.  Page, 

speech  of»  on  Mr.  Spencer's  bank  msolu- 

tions -     828,834 

on  the  military  appropriation  bill  -  470,  485 
on  the  Beminole  reports  -  .  -  -  91  It 
remarks  of»  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

same  indefinitely 1188 

on  an  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  -  -  1 148 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  bank 

charter -.      -  1883 

Lucas,  John  B.  C,  and  Clement  B.  Penlrose,  a 

bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    641 
Lnengo,  F.  Caso  Y.,  Commandant  of  8t.  Kark's, 

the  defence  of 1998 

letter  from>  to  General  Jackson  ...  8300 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  ....    S97 
adTerse  report  thereon       ....    813 

M. 

Mackay,  James,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  in  reference  td  -        -        -    489 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    680 

Maday,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    289 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to 

General  Stark        -        -        -        -        -    387 

on  a  resolution  concerning  the  documents 
relating  to  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrlster      -    368 
Maclay,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    396 
Maoomb,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
firming the  claim  of      -        •        -        •  1167 
read  twice         ......  1194 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .       .  12I6 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1237 
Madrid,  a  Message  from  the  rreeident,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  his  proclamation  of  the 
oonTention  concluded  at        •        -        -    444 
Major  Generals,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Military  Committee 
to  prepare  a  report  to  reduce  the  number 
of,  to  one      -.---.    466 
Manly,  Daniel,  and  Aaron  Walker,  the  advene 
report,  at  last  seasioD,  on  the  petition  of, 
was  considered  and  concurred  in    -        -    818 
Mtnulactured  Articles,  a  bill  to  increase  the  du- 
ties on  certain,  imported,  read  twice,  and 

referred 911 

Manumission  of  Slavea,  Mr.  Irving  preeented  the 
memorial  of  the  New  York  Society  for 
promoting  the,  r«/erred  -        -        .        •    430 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Afiairs    640 
thai  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re-    . 
ferred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole         -    661 
Marr,  George  W.  L^  of  Tennessee,  attended     -    427 
Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachosetts  claim      -    419 
Mason,  James  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended      -    828 
Massadinsetts  Claim,  disenssion  of  the     -        -    419 
Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  the  bill  of  last  session  for 
relief  of,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  01^ 
dered  to  a  third  reading        ...    422 
re^  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -    422 
report  thereon  -..---    480 

Maiot,  Jose,  Governor  of  West  Florida,  eopy  of 

a  note  firom  - 1846 

letter  from,  to  Major  White  Youngs  -  1846 
correspondence  of,  with  General  Jackson  1848, 

1984,  2208,  2210 


Pin. 
Medical  Society  nf  the  Distdet  of  Colombia,  the 

bill  of  last  session  to  incorporate  the,  was 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readlngr    ^^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -         -     438 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1140 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -         -  1146 
Marcer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended         -     889 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  relative  to  tk« 

alave  trade    -        .        .        .        ^        -     44s 
on  taking  op  the  military  appropriation  bill     446 
speech  o(  on  the  said  bill        -        -        -     467 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment        -     474 
speech  of,  on  the  construction  of  militaiy 
roads    ^        .....        .     439 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Sem- 
inole  reports         .....     539 

on  the  resolution  respecting  a  monument 

to  De  Kalb    -        *        -        -        .        -     721 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolutions        -     797 
Merchandise  and  Tonnage,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
statements  of  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
on,  for  a  specified  period        ...  io86 
Merrill,  Onamus  C,  of  Vermont,  attended        -     289 
Merrill,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  the 
claim  0^  as  assignee  of  John  Cameron, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, dbc      ......    479 

Message,  the  Preudent'a  annual  (in  Senate  pro- 

ceedingi)      -        -        ^.        .        .        -11 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the,  was  reforred 
to  appropriate  oommilteea      -        .        .     392 

Michigan  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  a  committee  was  ap^^iHuted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ailow\nf^ 
•    a  delegate  in  Congress  to  -    -       -        -    IS^h 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  election  of  a  delegate 
from,  read  twice    .....     312 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    435 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    429 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -  1037 

Middleton,  Henry,  ,of  South  Carolina,  attended    290 
Milford  and  Oswego  Turnpike  Company,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
petition  of  the        .....     314 

Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  instructed  to  report 
at  next  session  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  .      -        -        -        -  1418 

Military  Aflfairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  -        -        -        -        -        -        -     293 

Military  Establishment,  report  from  the  Seereta- 

ly  of  War  on  the  sulject  of  the      -        -     399 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  twice        -        -    422 
first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  laid  on  the 
Uble 640 

Military  Land  Wanrant%  a  bill  allowing  further 

time  for  issuing  and  locating,  read  twice    697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -     ^  -     680 

Military  Punishments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harri- 
son, the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  -        -        -        -     91S 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the,  and  to  mak«  good  a  defi- 
cit in  former  appropriationa,  rokd  twice   -    342 
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bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        «-        -    846 
imid  the  third  time,  and  poised  -    367 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  ibr  the 

▼ear  1819,  twice  read    -        -  .     .        -    495 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         •  -    614 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    680 
retamed  fi'om  the  Senate  with  amendments    787 
considered,  and  ooncnrred  in     -        -        -    881 
Hflitarj  Serwices  daring  the  late  War,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sawyer,  the  Military  Committee 
were  instracted  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterations  or  amendments  are  necessa- 
ry in  the  act  making  proTision  for  -        -    886 
Military  Sites,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instracted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anthorizing 
the  sale  of  certain         ....    646 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain,  read 

twice 1426 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1488 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 

organization  and  discipline  of  the  -        -    898 

a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the,  read         >    646 

Mr.  Harrison'e  report  on  the  organisation 

and  discipline  of  the      -        -        -        -  3401 

Miller,  Stephen  D.,  of  Sottth  Carolina,  attended    416 

speecb  of,  on  the  military  appropriation  bill    610 

Miller,  P.  M.,' letter  from,  to  General  Jackson    •  3860 

Mills,  Elijah  K.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      -    866 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  Ibr  military 

roads -        -    484 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the 

instigating  the  Indians,  6lc   ...    648 
on  the  appropriation  for  Trombuirs  paintings  1 144 
Milne,  Alexander,  a  btU  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice  ,      '        '        '        '  ^^^ 
Milnoy  Sir  DaTid,  rear  admiral,  dec,  correspond- 
ence of,  with  Captain  Chambers,  of  His 
Britannic  Mijesty's  ship  Dee,  in  relation 

to  the  fisheries 1490 

Minis,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1139 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        >  1147 
Minors,  enlisted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instracted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
granting  the  land  bounty  to   •        -        •    648 
Mint,  report  of  the  Director  of  the    •>        -        •    870 
Mississippi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindezter,  the 
Uommittee  of  Commerce  and  Manuiao- 
tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  giving  effect  to  a  law  of  the 
State  of         -        -        -        .     '  .        .813 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying 
an  extension  of  limits,  was,  on  motion  of 
the  same,  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  admission  of  Alabama  Territory        -    870 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  land  to,  for 

certain  purposes,  was  read  twice    •        -  1 147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -1163 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1166 

Missouri,  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  creating  a  separate 
territorial  government  on  that  part  of, 
called  the  Arkansas  country  -  -  -  418 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  414 
(See  ArkansM  Territory.) 
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the  Spanker  presented  the  memoria]  of  the 
Legislature  ol^  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  dbc.  referred  ...    418 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the,  to  form  a 
State  government,  dec.,  read  twice         ..  1166 

debate  on  the  bill 1170 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  igi6 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1317 
returaed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

which  were  ail  concurred  in  except  one  .  1486 
both  HoQsea  adhere,  and  the  bill  lost  .  1488 

a  bill  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 
erament  for  the  southera  part  oi;  read 
twice,  dec.     ......    433 

Mitchell,  David  B.,  copy  of  a  letter  tO|  from  A. 

Arbttthnot     •        -  •        -  3060 

extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War      ....         3064,3140,3380 

extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Qeorge  Graham, 

acting  Secretary  of  War         ...  3164 
extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  General  (Raines  -  3390 
answer  in  writing  of,  to  certain  interroga- 
tories put  by  the  ISenate  committee  on  the 
Seminole  campaign        .        •        •      .  •  3391 

Mobile,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 

inhabitants  of,  ooncurrod  in    -        -        -    819 

Montgomerjr,  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin* 
dexter,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instraeled  to  inquire  into  Uie  expe« 
diency  of  authorizing  the  land  officers 
west  of  Peari  river  to  receive  additional 
evidence  in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  -        -        .        .    846 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        .    891 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        .418 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    4%% 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  in  place 
of  Mr.  Ingham,  resigned,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat sgo 

Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvsnta,  attended  -    380 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  respecting  the 
Pittsburg  and  Waterford  road  .  1076 

Morgan,  William.    (See  Arm$tr<mg,  Jokfu) 

Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      •    389 

Moselevt  Jonathan  0.,  of  Connecticut,  attended    389 

Moss,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  •    479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    4g8 

Muhlenberg,  Major,  copy  of  a  letter  to,  from 

General  Gaines      .....  3068 

Mumford,  George,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    390 
the  death  of,  announced  to  the  House,  dbc    486 

Mumphremsgog,  ^c,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  the  act  estabUshing 
thedistricUof 846 

Murder  Creek,  reply  of  General  Gaines  to  the 

inhabiUnU  of 3144 

Muscle  Shoals,  Mr.  Blount  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  East  Tennessee, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expense  of  removmg  obsUructions  to  the 
navigation  in  the,  referred      ...    898 

Moicogee  Nation,  address  of  the  chiefs  ot  the,  to 

the  King  of  England     ....  1961 

Muse,  Lawrence,  the  petition  of^  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Waya  and  Means     •        .  1087 
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McCrilt,  Eobert,  and  MatthtfW  H.  Jdnelt,  a  blU 

fertlM  relief  of,  TMiltwic*      .        •        •    764 
read  the  thiid  time,  and  paaMd  •        -        •    787 
ratonied  from  the  Senate  with  ta  amend- 
ment     UM 

coniidered  and  concurred  in      •        -        •  1428 
HeCarty,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re* 

liefof 1167 

read  twiee>  and  referred     •        .        .        .  ii94 
reported  without  amendment     -  -  1216 
McCaulej,  Matthew,  advene  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of •       -    4ao 

McCaoaland,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 936 

ordered  to  a  thifd  reading  •        •       •        •  1428 
read  the  third  time,  and  pamed  •       •        .  1426 
McCoy,  WUHam,  of  Virginia,  attended     -        -    289 
lleDonald,  Captain  James,  a  bill  anthorixing  tlie 
•qnitable  aettlement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  late,  twice  read,  dec.         ...    580 
MeOregor,  Sir  Oregor,  translation  of  the  oom- 
mission  of,  as  Brigadier  General  in  the 
service  of  the  mrited  provinces  of  New 
Granada  and  Veneaoela         ...  1612 
Mcintosh,  Lachlan,  and  others,  Mr.  Cobb  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  Legislatore  of 
Georgia,  praying  that  the  lands  granted 
to,  as  ccimmiisioners  appointed  by  said 
State  for  surveying  certain  lands,  dbe., 
may  be  confirmed,  refeired     ...    341 
Mcintosh,  John  N.»  letter  fromt  to  the  Hon.  A. 

Laeock         -        -  -     ^  -        -  2288 

McKeever,  Lieutenant  J.,  affidavit  of       -        •  2886 
McLane,  Lewis,  of  Delaware,  attended     -        -    291 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  inspect  the 

books  of  the  United  States  Bank,  dtc  -  819 
speech  of,  on  his  amendment  of  the  same  •  826 
speech  o(^  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  Terrile- 

rial  government  in  Arkansas  -  -  .  1227 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  Bask 

charter 1;I80 

McLean^  Johni  of  Illinois^  was  qualified,  dbe.    -    342 
report  of  the  Committee  «f  Electionai  con- 
firming the  election  of  -        -        -      .  *    d46 
MeMina,  Joseph,  extract  of  a  letter  fimn  Gov- 

•  emor,  to  General  Jackson      ...  2846 
McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

Uef  of 1411 

read  twice,  and  referred    «...  1417 

N. 

Naming  the  Vessels  of  the  Navy,  a  joint  resolu- 
lution  prescribing  the  manner  o(  twice 

read 1282 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1328 
National  Bank.     (See  Bank  of  the   UniUd 

States,) 
Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  af- 

foirsofthe 293 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement  of 
what  had  been  done  under  the  act  for  the 
gradualincreaseofthe  -  ...  345 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

a  report  in  reply 437 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1819,  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...    423 
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bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    425 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    83} 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -         -    87} 

Navy  Agents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to   in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  amount  of  security  required  from       -    340 
*"       a  bill  concerning,  read  twice      ...    443 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 
a  list  of,  who  have  discharged  the  balancea 
against  them         .....    935 
Navy  Pension  Fund^  sundry  statements  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the 
condition  of  the    -        -        -        -        -    299 
additional  papers  from  the  same  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the      -        -        •        -        .        -    386 
a  letter  from  the  same,  with  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the   -        -    616 
report  of  the  Naval  Committee  thereon      -  1432 

Negro  Fort,  East  Florida,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  sundry  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  deatruction  of  the    -    922 
Nelson,  Thomas  M.,  of  Virginia,  attended        •    291 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time 

ef  penaions  to  widows,,  dbc    •        .        -    394 
Ob  the  bill  regulating  pensions  •    ^   -        -    416 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  rqwrts*  -        -616 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Viiginia,  attended        •        -    289 
presented  the  memorial  ef  William  Lam- 
bert      298 

apeech  ef,  on  the  nulltaiy  apprapHatloas  -  602 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massaflhutetts,  attended  -  296 
Neabit,  Wilson,  of  South  Carotina,  attended  -  970 
Neuville,  Baron  Hyde  de,  a  paper  reoeived 

from,  by  the  Secretary  of  Sute      -       -  2123 
a  letter  from,  to  the  same  .        -        .        -  u\27 
Newspapers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  furnish  the  moal 
number  of,  to  members  ....    291 

Newton,  Thomas*  of  Virginia,  attended  -  -  889 
named  chairmen  of  the  Committee  of  Cera- 

meroe  and  Manufacinres  ...  292 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  the  bill  eon- 

ceming  foreign  seamen  -        .        .    869,  362 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  passenger  ships        -  414 

on  the  Massachusetts  claim       ...  421 

New  York,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  alter  the 
time  for  holding  the  drcait  court  of, 
vrhich  had  been  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  amendments,  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned   646 

Nichoils,    Colonel  Bdward,  commanding    the 

British  forces  at  Pensacola,  copy  of  the 

proclamation  of     -        -        -        -        -  1948 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Colonel  Hawkins  1960 

copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbuthnotto,  2022,  2261 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Robert  C.  Ambrister  to,  2273 

Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read . 

twice,  dtc.    ---.--     314 
Norris,  Isaac  W.,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 

petition  pf     -----        -     542 

North  Carolina,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate directing  a  survey  of  certain  parts  of  the 

coast  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    3S6 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ....        -    428 

read  the  third  thne,  and  paased  -        -    429 
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Officer!  of   the  CqiIobw,  on  aodon  of  Mr. 
HolmM,  the  report  of  the  Becretniy  of 
the  Treoeurj  on  the  emolnmenti  o^  eom- 
municated  at  the  last  oefeion,  wu  relnred 
to  the  Comnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  -    324 
that  oommittee  diichefged,  and  subject  re- 
hired to  the  Qomiofttee  of  Commerce  and 
Manttfactnros        .....    366 
Ogden,  David  A.,  of  New  York,  atUnded         -    291 
Oglei  Alexander,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      >    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill 'concerning  widows  -    307 
01do»  Mr.  Hmrrison  submitted  a  resolotion  con- 
oerning  the  seesions  of  the  circnit  court 
of,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -    346 
unfavorable  report  thereon         ...    39g 
Onis,  the  Chevalier  Bon  Luis,  dtc,  correspond- 
ence of»  with  the  Secretary  of  State        -1629, 

1889,  2101 
Order,  detailing  the  general  court-martial  for  the 

trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambriater  - 
Ordinance,  territorial,  Mr.  Sergeant  submitted 
a  resolotion  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  enacting  a  general,  &c.  - 
Organization  of  the  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate  for  the  more  convenient,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ..... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
Orr,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  claim    . 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    > 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Owen,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 

P. 

Palmer,  John,  of  New  York,  attended       -        -    289 
speech  of,  introductoiy  of  a  resolution  con- 
cerning imports  froip  Canada        -        -    440 
Parephin,  Santiago,  examination  taken  before  -  2233 
Parkhill,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of         r 1393 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1402 
indefinite  postponement  recommended       -  1421 
Parrot,  John  T.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    289 
Passenger  Ships,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  regu- 
late, was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         -..--.    416 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    416 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1037 
agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  ...  1393 
Patent  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to 

the,  read  twice  .....  1432 
Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  289 
Patterson,  Daniel  T«t  a  letter  to,  from  General 

Gaines •  1976 

a  letter  from*  to  Lieotenant  Crawley        -  1977 
correspondence  o^  with  Sailingmaster  Loo- 
mis      1978 

letterfrom,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy   -  1981 
Patuxent,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -       -        .    392 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table         ....  1402 
Pawling,  Levi,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    341 
Pearl  River,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  petilkm 
of  the  Legislature  of  If  iesiasippi,  praying 
that  a  port  of  entry  maj  he  established  at 
the  mouth  of 1149 
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Pegran^  John,  of  Virginia,  elected  a  Represent- 
ative in  place  of  Mr.  Goodwyn,  deceased, 
was  qnaufied,  and  took  his  seat  -    290 

Pennsylvania,  a  bill  concerning  western  district 

court  of,  twice  read       ....    311 
read  the  third  tame,  and  passed  ...    320 
a  bill  concerning  the  marshal,  attorney,  and 
clerk,  of  the  same,  read  twice        -        -    416 

Penrose,  Clement,  a  InU  fer  the  relief  of,  twice 

read     - 398 

indefinitely  postponed       -        *        -        -    642 

Pension  List,  report  from  the  War  Department 

of  persons  placed  on  the        -        -    322,  438 

Pensions,  the  bill  of  last  session  regnlating,  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    4]5 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted        -    416 

Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  committee  of       -    291 

Pensions  of  persons  under  guardianship,  a  bill 

to  provide  for  payment  of|  read  twice    -    640 

Penyman,  George,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to 

Lieutenant  Sands  .....  2063 

Petlibone,  Daniel,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  read  twice        -        -        -        -  1 168 

laid  on  the  Ubie 1433 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  CavaHert  Anthony,) 
Pettit,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice    --->.-.-  1422 

Phenix,  John  Lewis,  examination  of,  before  the 

general  court  martial     ....  2270 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended  .    290 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to 

reconsider  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the 

benefit  of  Duibur,  &c.   ....    431 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations    -    411 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  bank  charter  1261 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Lowndes  1394 

Piracy,, a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  protect  com- 
merce, and  to  punish     ....  1403 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1410 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1416 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1417 

Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -    289 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  motion  for  car*' 

tain  committees 294 

on  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  Repre- 
sentative from  Illinois   ....    296 
on  the  Beaumarchais  claim  .      -        -     321,  328 
on  the  bill  extending  the  term  of  pensione 

to  widows 896 

on  the  Massadinsetts  claim  ...  421 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  «  480 
in  defence  of  Colonel  TrumbuU       -        -  1 143 

Pittsburg  and  Waterlbrd  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr* 
R.  Moore,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and. 
Canals  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  a  subscription 
to  the  stock  of  the  ....  1074 

Plan,  report  of  a,  for  the  organization  and  discip- 
line of  the  militia 2414 

Pleasants,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended     •       •  289 

Poindexter^  George,  of  Mistjisippi,.  attended     -  28it 
remarks  oi^  on  admitting  the  R^reaentative 

from  lUinois 296 

speech  o(  on  the  regolvtjk^n  to  adipU  the 
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remerke  of,  on  the  reeoluCion  cohoerning  the 

migration  of  elavee  .  •  •  •  380 
on  the  reference  of  certain  documenta  from 

one  oommittee  to  another  -  •  -871 
on  the  military  appropriationa  •  •  .  486 
on  Mr.  Cobb'e  reeolation  to  refer  the  Bemi- 

nolereporta  -•-••-  5S8 
speech  of,  on  the  reaolationa  in  that  caee  •  986 
remarka  of,  on  hia  motion  for  indefinite  poet* 

ponement -  1133 

OB  the  occupation  of  Floridft     •        •        •  1488 

Poinaett,  J.  R.,  the  correapoodence  of,  with  the 
Beeretary  of  State,  on  the  Bboth  Ameri* 
can  Statea,  ordered  to  be  printed    •        -    886 

Poirej,  M.,  the  bill  of  last  peasion  for  the  relief 
of,  waa  taken  op,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 646 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        •        •    647 

Poloreiky,  John  L.,  Mr.  Gage  preaented  the  po- 

tition  of,  referred   •        .        -        •        .    888 

Pooloy  Benjamin,  the  bill  of  laat  acaaiony  lor  the 
relief  of,  waa  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         -        -        -        •        •641 
read  the  third  time,  and  paated  -        •        -     644 

Porter,  iamea,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -    888 

Porter,  John,  the  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti" 
tion  of,  at  the  last  session,  waa  conaidered, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        -        -        -    880 

Porta  of  Entry  and  Delivery,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufiicturea  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  several  acta  eatablishing    -        •    888 

Postage,  the  British  Minister  rebukes  one  of  hia 
correspondents  for  the  heavy  expenae  for, 
imposed  on  him    .....  8060 

Poitmasters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office,  dbc,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
increasing  the  allowance  to,  on  the  main 

route,  dec 340 

Mr.  Livermore  presented  the  petition   of 
certain 1193 

Poet  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  regulating  the,  read  twice         -        -  1283 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  part  of  the 
.   act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  1398 

read  twice 1408 

ondered  to  a  third  reading  -  •        -  1410 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1417 
Poat  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  -        •        -        .891 
roat  Roada,  a  bill  to  alter  and  cstabliah  certain, 

read  twice     - 1146 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  .  -1416 
road  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  1488 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta 

and  concurred  in   •        •        -        -        -  1440 

Preble,  Commodore  Edward,  officers,  and  crew, 
the  bill  of  last  session  authorizing  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  sum  of  money  among,  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    391 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    883 

Pk«-emption  Rights,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  Legialature  of  Miasouri  rela- 

tivoto 703 

he  alao  preaented  another,  relating  to  their 
additional  judge 703 
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Preaident  of  the  United  Sutoa,  Measrs,  Taybr 
and  Baldwin  were  araointed  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the,  ana  inform  him  of  Uie 
readineaa  of  the  House  to  receive  any  com- 
munieation  he  may  have  to  make  to  them  8^ 
report  thnt  they  have  performed  the  doty  -    890 

Preeqoo  lale,  on  -motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  NaTy  waa  inatructed  to  report 
at  the  next  aeaaion  touching  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of     -       -        -  1417 

ProToat,  Sobmon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  o(  read  twice,       ...        .1^8 

Price,  iamea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o{,  read  twice, 

and  refeired  •.••••  i088 

Printing  for  the  two  Houaec,  a  joint  resolution 
from  the  Senate  for  appointing  a  joint 
committee  to  consider  the  subject  of,  read 
three  times,  and  pasaed  ....    357 
committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Houae    386 
report  of  the  joint  committee  concurred  in  -    416 
the  vote  of  concurrence  reeonaidered,  and 

the  report  recommitted  ....    4i8 
aame  report  again  handed  in      -        -        -    486 
e  joint  reaolution  from  the  Senate  directing 
the  manner  o^  dbc,  was  read  three  timea, 
end  paased    -        '        9  .        .  1436 

Private  Land  Claims  appointment  of  the  atand- 

ing  committee  on  -        •        -       .        .    881 

Properhr  Loet  and  Destroyed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  the  MiliUrj  Committee  were  in- 
atructed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  payment  for         .        .    896 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  read  twice,  and 
committed 411 

Propoeala  made  to  General  Jackson  by  the  dvU 

and  military  Governor  of  Weat  Florida  -  U'%87 
Proaecution  of  Suits,  dtc.,  a  bill  to  authorize  the^ 

dtc. 443 

Prout,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
ising, to  bring  suit  against  the  Commla- 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildings        -        •1217 

read  twice 1837 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1393 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1393 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  to  incor- 

Xrate  the,  read  twice    ....    485 
red  to  a  third  reading  ....    436 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...    438 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    .......  1074 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  1146 

Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen,  applicetiona  re- 
ceived from  the  Govemmenta  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  commercial  reciprocities      >        •  168S 
Public  Accounta,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt 

aettlement  of,  read  twice  ...  583 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -     668 

Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the         .....    884 
a  measage,  tranamitting  the  report  of  the 

Commiaaioner  of  the  '  •  >  -  -  880 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  Ate., 

read  twice  •  •  .  •  .  •  .  464 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ....  1411 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  •       .        •  1418 

Public  Bxpenditores,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -       -        -  -    881 
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Pablio  Lands,  appoiatmeiitof  the  ■taodiiig  com- 
mittee on      391 

Public  Printing,  the  leport  of  the  joint  oommil- 
tee  on,  considered  and  ooncurred  in,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  cany  the  Mine 
into  eflect 1418 

Qoarlee,  Tnnttall,  of  Kentacky,  atUnded         -    1190 
remariie  of,  on  the  indefinite  poetponement 
of  the  Seminole  report  -        -        -        -  1134 

Rnbon,  William,  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  letter 
from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  anb- 
ject  of  Captain  Obed  Wright's  attack  on 
•n  Indian  village  -        ...        -  8381 
letter  from  General  Jackson  on  the  aame 
attbject  ------  8388 

Rations,  report  of  the  Snrgeoa  General  on  the 

army    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  8891 

Receipts  and  Expenditures,  annual  statement  of 

the,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    898 
Receivers  and  Regiiters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  der- 
rick, the  Committee  on  PahUc  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  dianging  the  com- 
pensation of         .....    890 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the,  salaries  of  1411 
read  twice j  and  referred    -        •        -        -1417 
indefinitely  postponed       ....  1431 

Reduction  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  motion  that  the 
Military  Committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  a        -        .    890 
considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -  1140 

committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration     ......  1149 

Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended         -        -    889 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  militaiy  appro- 
priations        450,478 

on  his  resolution  respecting  the  memorial 

to  De  Kalb   '        '  ^      '        *        -        -    788 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -  1061 
Reed,  Robert  Raymond,  of  Georgia,  elected  to 
supply  the  place  of  J.  Forsyth,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  ice.  ....  1836 

Reed,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

read  twice    -  -        •        •        -  1888 

read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  ...  1888 
TOte  reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  1393 
Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  drc    ......    435 

Relinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  concern- 
ing the  allowance  of  pensions  upon  a, 
read  twice    ......  1153 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        .  1156 
Renner  and  Heath,  the  bill  of  last  session,  for  the 
relief  of,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         .....    484 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    485 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in  ...    $88 
Reply,  Mr.  Laeock'e,  to  the  etrictures  on  his 

report,  copied  firom  the  National  Intel-     - 

ligencer 8369 

Revenue,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  aet  to  regolato 
the  collection  of,  read  twice,  *and  com- 
mitted -        .        .        .        -        .        .    3f4 
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-    898 


893 


391 

890 
378 

478 
855 

1135 
889 


-    395 


Revisal  and  Unfiniahed  Business,  appointment 
of  the  standing  committee  on 

Revolutionary  Survivors,  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the 
laws  concerning  ..... 
Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition  of  the 
<3ovemor  of  New  York,  and  others,  in 
behalf  of,  referred  to  same  committee 

Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Holmes's  resolution 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  military  appro- 
priation bill           -        - 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
same  indefinitely^ 

Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  attonded 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  the  pension 

term  to  widows,  dec     ... 
on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  Bank  charter  1141 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  attended      -        -    889 
Ring,  Hannah,  and  Luther  Frinkt  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice 488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  *        *        -«       -    788 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    838 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  •        •        -        •        -  1433 

Ringgold,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Reads  and  Canals,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  concerning        .... 
a  letter  from  the  same  on  the  snbject  of 
constructing  ..... 

Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  rel- 
ative to  the  creation  of  a  separate  territo- 
rial government  for  a  part  of  Missouri     - 

Rockville  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company, 
Mr.  Herbert  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred  ....... 

a  bill  to  authorixe  the  Company  to  extend 
their  road  through  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia read  twice,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  Ume,  and  passed 

Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of,  read  twice,  dtc.         .... 
Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attonded  - 
Ruggles,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  attonded 
Rush,  Richard,  acting  Secretarv  of  Stote,  corre- 
spondence of,  with  Mr.  Begot 
letters  from,  as  Minister  at  London,  to  the 
Secretory  of  State,         1507, 1578,  1578, 
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544 

8443 
890 

413 
484 


434 
444 

445 

1417 
889 
889 


.  1496 


1587 
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Salaries  of  certain  officers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  increase  the  ....  . 
read  twice,  and  committed  .  .  . 
blanks  filled  and  reported  to  the  House 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

Sale  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Simkins  offered  a  re- 
solution concerning  the         .        . 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
theTreasuiy        .        .        .        -        . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  ftarther  pro- 
vision for  the,  twice  read  and  refenred    - 

reported  with  an  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  lieon  the  toble         ... 


1149 
1158 
1154 


-    347 


1878 
1409 
1439 
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8andi,  Lieutenant,  extract  of  a  letter  tis  from 

George  Ferryman  ,        -        -        -  2137 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  CoL  Wov  King  2149 

Savage  John,  of  New  York,  attended        •        -    889 

Sawyer,  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    t96 

fpeech  off  on  the  Seminolo  report      •        -  '  780 

Schuyler,  PhiUp  J.,  of  New  York,  atUnded      -    289 

8«ott,  John,  Delegate  from  MiMouri,  attended  -    290 

remarks  of,  on  the  refolution  relating  to  a 

•eparate  Territorial  government  -    413 

■peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Miseouri     -  1195 
Scott,  Lieutenant  R.  W.,  letter  from  to  General 

Gaines 2069 

Scott,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice -    871 

Scndder,  Tredwell,  of  New  York,  attended       -    289 
Seamen,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
of  the  provinon  made  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of M4 

SfBiinole  Campaign,  so  much  of  the  messy  aa 
relates  tnereto,  was  referred  to  the  voq- 
mittee  on  MUitaiy  Affairs      ...    203 
a  message  transmitting  documents  in  rela- 

tionitothe 342 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Stem  two  thousand  (tf 
hundred  additional  copies  of  said  meesage 
and  documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed    346 
incidental  discnssjen  on  the       •        •    807,  87D 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  -        .        -    615 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  euboiitted  a  mi* 

nority  report         -       ...       -    518 
both  reports  referred  to  a  Committaa  of  the 

Whole oaa 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  feeolutton  asking 
Ik  copies  of  the  instructions  from  theSe- 
cretanes  of  War  and  Nary  te  their  r»> 
^ectiTe  offioen  relative  to  the  dastraetiMt 

of  a  fort 786 

the  resolution  agreed  to    -        .        -        -    787 
the  reeolutions  recommended  in  the  first  re« 

port  negatived       ,        .        .         1133,  1133 
memorial  of  General  Jackson  on  the  subject 

of  the 2338 

Senile,  Pierre,  affidavit  of         *  2006,2334 

Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennj^ylvania,  attended        -    389 
speech  of,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  1352 
Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    290 
Seybert,  Adam,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       -    269 
Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  dtc.,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Newton,  a  deficiency  in  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  purchase  of,  was  ordered  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund        ..    436 
Mr.  Newton  also  submitted  a  resolution  re- 

lating  to,  twice  read      ....    436 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    438 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend, 
ment,  and  concurred  in  ...    553 

Sheppard,  Sarah,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petir 

tion  o(  concurred  in     ....  1074 
Shields,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  biU  conoeming 

twice  read,  dtc     .....    434 
Sholer,  Csntain  Stanton,  a  bill  finr  the  relief  ef, 

read  twice,  dtc     .        .        .        -        -    411 
Sick  and  disabled  seamen,  a  bill  from  the  SenntA 

providingrelieffor,  read  twice       -        -  1074 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1433 
Silabee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massaohosette*  attended  -    289 
Silsbee,  John,  Mr.  Spencer  presented  th»  petition 

of 1074 
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Simmondsi  BeBJaain,  adveiMi  nepeit  on  tb^pefi. 

tion  of,  revereed,  and  a  bill  ordered        -    544 

bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  twice  and  refocred    922 

SimkinM,£ldred,of  South  Carolina*  attended    *    298 

reoMi ks  of,  on  Mr.  Hofanea's  resolution      >    373 

on  the  bill  eztanding  the  term  of  pensions 

to  certain  widows^  dcc^  ...    393,  395 
speech  of,  on  bill  for  organizing  the  miliUa  -    548 
on  the  reeolataon  to  rednca  the*army  •       -1166 
Sinking  Fund,  report  frem  the  Commiauonen, 

on  the  state  of  the        ....  3465 

Skeate,  George,  affidavit  of      -        -        .       >  2333 
Slaves,  appointment  of  a  select  committes^  on 

the  unlawful  introductioa  of  -  .    293 

Slave  Trade,  two  resolutions  by  Mr.  Mercer  rela- 
tive to  the,  agreed  to      >  .       -442 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
transmitting  copies  of  ail  instructions  to 
commanders,  on  the  subject  of  the  -    615 
ditto  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of  vessels  seized  and 
condemned  under  the  laws  prohibiting  the    66S 
a  biU  in  addition  to  the  act  to  pr^bit  the, 
lead  twice     ......    640 

ordeved  to  a  thifd  reading         ...  1431 
read  the  third  time,and  passed  -  .  1433 

relnmed  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        .       .       -       .  1435 

Slocumb,  Jesse,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -    290 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended     -       -    289 

remarks  of,  on  the  biiJ  concerning  the  sale 

of  reserved  lota  .....  316 
en  the  bill  relating  to  foTeign  seamen  -  369 
on  the  bill  concerning  Cadets  -  -  .  387 
on  taking  up  the  military  appcopnations    -    446 

U9,  453 

onthebinitoelf 462 

speech  of,  on  an  item  of  appropriation     •    46& 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  -       ...    474 

in  repl^  to  Mr.  Williams  ....    486 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  for  the  sale  of  loto 

in  Washington     •  -       -       .    542 

on  an  item  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  1143 
on  the  tonnage  bill   .        .        -        -        >  1425 

Smith,  James  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    290 
Smith,  Ballard,  of  Virginia,  attended        -        -    291 
Smith,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 
ling  the  proper  accounting  officers  to  set^ 
tie  the  accounta  of,  dtc  .        .        -        •    343 
Sm^th,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  •        .289 
speech  of^  on  the  military  appiopriationa    •    494 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  rewr  the  Sem- 
inole reporto  -.--•-    589 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Miasouii      -    674 
Smyth,  Harold,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  re- 
lief of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         .....    434 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        .        .436 

South  America,  on  motion  of  Mr.  /ohneon,  of 
Virginia,  a  committee  wan  appointed  to 
request  of  the  Preeident  wiinther  appliea- 
tion  had  been  made  by  any  of  the  Ctov- 
emmento  oit  to  have  a  Minister  or  Oonsnl 
Genend  aceiedited  by  the  United  States  641 
a  Mesaage  from  the  Piestdent,  trmuoiittisig 
a  report  in  reply    -        .        -        -        .    911 
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0oiithinl,  Heniy,  of  New  Jersey,  attended       -    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  cadets    •    888 
SjMdo,  a  Message   transmitting  copies  of  the 

treaty  with    - 1488 

ratification  of  the  ConTention  of  1802  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  -        •        •  1694 
the  President's  proclamation  of  the  same  •  *1694 
copy  of  the  convention  with      ...  1696 
papers  relating  to  the  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement, and  limits,  with         ...  1629 
Spanish  Colonies.    (See  South  Ameriea.) 

Spanish  Vessels,  a  list  of,  captured  by  pirates 

and  Iwottghi  into  the  United  Sutes        -  1918 
summary  statement  of  moneys  taken  out 
of,  and  brought  into  the  United  States    -1916 

Special  Depoaites,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  concerning  the  balances 
due  from  State  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  held  aa     -        -        • 

Speed,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended    - 
Spaneer,  John  C.,  of  New  York,  attended 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  for  a  committee  to 
inspeot  the  prooeedings  of  the  United 
Statea  Bank         .        •     •  . 

in  reply  to  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes    •        •        •    831,884 

xemarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  remove  the 
depoeites  *        -        ^        •    984, 986 

on  the  indefinite  postponemoit  of  the  Sem- 
inole resolutions    ...       J.        -  1188 

on  Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  to  repeal  the 
Bank  charter 1141 

on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  Trumbull's 
painting 1142,1146 

speech  oA  on  the  Bank  resolutions    •        -  1240 

Stafi*  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  laws  regula- 
ting the         888 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the        -    891 
Standing  Rules,  Mr.  CampbeU  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  resdnd  the  16th  of  the    •        -      30 
Mr.  Lowndes  mored  an  addition  to  the     -    878 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    911 

Stark,  Major  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 
of  New  Hampshire^  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for 

the  benefit  of 320 

a  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  twice  read      •    324 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    839 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        •        -        >        -    423 

State  UniTersities,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  each  State  for 
Uie  endowment  of  -  -  .  -  -  846 
the  committee  reported  inexpediency         >    681 

Steamboats,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jolmson  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices,  di^c,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
transport  the  mail  hy     -        -        -        -    481 

a  bill  authorising  the  officer  mentioned  to 
contract  for  so  carrying  the  mail,  read 
twice    .•-..--    663 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    704 
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Stebbins,  Isaac,  Mr.  Hubbard  submitted  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  of  Pen- 
sions, &c.,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  the  name  of,  on  the  pension 

ToU 1148 

Stephens,  William,  Judge,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of, 
were  discharged,  the  said  judge  having 

resigned 818 

StoTons,  Ebenexer,  and  others,  the  documents 

in  the  case  of,  read        ....    426 
a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  a 

third  reading  negatived  ...    438 

the  Tote  reconsidered,  and  bill  referred  to  a 
select  committee   .....    488 
Stewart,  Jamee,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -    890 
Still,  Bartlett,  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1189 
Stiner,  Thomas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolution- 
ary Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  War  office  certificate  issued  to    487 
Starrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  Yorii,  attended        -    889 
*  remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  ap- 
propriations -        .....    447 
speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  military 

roads 488 

remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  relating  to  in- 
stigating Indian  hostilities     ...    647 
on  the  ^resolution  respecting  Florida  -        -    688 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports    -        -     740 
remarks  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  Trum- 
bull's picture         .....  1146 

Strictures,  on  Mr.  Laoock's  Seminole  report     -  8860 

Strong,  Solomon,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -    488 

Strother,'  George  F.,  of  Virpnia,  attended        -    814 

remarks  o^on  the  bill  concerning  cadets    -    887 

speech  of;  on  the  military  appropriation 

bill       -----       .        -    476 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  to  refer 
the  Seminole  reports     ....    688 

remarks  on  the  resolution  lespeeting  Florida    688 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports    -       -    888 
Stuart,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended        -        •    888 
Stuart,  Phcabe,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    764 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    787 

Suhs  in  the  United  Sutes  Courts,  between  eiti- 
xens  of  the  same  State ;  on  motion  of  Mr* 
Ervin,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were    instructed  to  inquire 
concerning    ------    888 

Swarlwput,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  twice 

read      -        -        -        -        •        -        •    480 

Swift,  General  Joseph  G.,  correspondence  of, 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  course 
of  instruction  pursued  at  the  West  Point 
Military  Academy         ....  8440 

T. 

Talleyrand,  Charles  Maurice,  copy  of  a  letter 

from,  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador  -        -  1738 

Tallmadge,  James,  of  New  York,  attended  •  889 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Illinois  308 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Anderson  ....  830 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  claim  -  480 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report  -  710,  788 
on  the  admission  of  Missouri     .        -        •  1803 

Tallmadge,  Matthias  B.,  Judge,  report  in  the 

case  of-       •       -       -       •       »       •  1881 
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Tun,  Ghrittian,  of  PenDsyWania,  attended        -    S69 
Tax  Agents^  the  committee  to  whom  wag  re- 
ferred at  the  last  aeesion  a  reeolution  con- 
cerning  the  appointment  of,  for  the  sev- 
eral countiee  in  each  State,  reported  that 
each  a  moasare  was  inexpedient    -        -  1036 
Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended        -    389 
remarks  of,  introducing  his  motion  to  ap- 
point standing  committees     ...    894 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  Mr.  Holmead's 

resolution 875 

on  the  bill  concerning  cadets     ...    388 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      •        -471 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Sem- 
inole reports 1184 

on  the  appropriation  for  Tnimboirs  painting  1 146 
speech  or,  on  the  admission  of  Missouri  -  1170 
on  the  Arkansas  bill  ....  1S28 

Tennessee,  a  bill  to  amend  the  aet  eopplemen- 
tary  to  the  act  to  autboriie  the  State  of^ 
to  issue  grants,  dec,  read  twice     -        -  1101 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1140 
extracts  of  two  letters  from  the  Oofemor  of^  • 
to  General  Jackson        ....  8347 
Tenel,  William,  of  Georgia,  attended       -       •    890 
'Ttny,  Nathaniel,  of  Connecticot,  attended       -    S89 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  reeolutions  •        •    883 
in  yindication  of  Colonel  Trumbull    -        -1146 
on  the   bill  in  behalf  of  the  ConaecticBt 

Asylum 1487 

Testimony,  on  the  trial  of  Aibothaot  and  Am- 

brister 8846 

Thomas,  Colonel  James,  report  of  the  Attorney 

General  on  the  accounts  of  -  -  •  481 
Timber,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Naval 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authoriiing  the  pur- 
chase of,  for  buUding  twenty  sloops-of-war  488 
a  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 
efibct  the  act  making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  to  supply,  read  twice    -  1 167 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of 1139 

read  twice 1140 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1830 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  1878 
Tohondoche,  a  Seneca  warrior,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Harrison,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  placing  the  name  of,  on 
the  pension  rolls  -        -        .        •        .    484 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended         -    898 
Tonnage  and  Discrimhiating  Dutiee,  a  bfll  from 

the  Senate  in  addition  to  act  concerning     1408 

Nad  twice,  and  referred    •        .        -        .  1410 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1416 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1486 

Townsend,  George,  of  New  York,  attended      -    889 

Trade,  report  from  the  War  Department  on  the 

subject  of  Indian  .....  8466 
IVading-Houses,  dec,  the  bill  of  lest  session  es- 
tablishing, among  the  Indian  tribes,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs    -        898 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enforce  for  a  far- 
ther time  the  act  establiihing,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -  1416 
*  read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  .        -        -  1417 


Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  letter  from  the  Secrataiy 

of  War  giving  a  statement  of  the    -        -  lOM 
Transportation  of  Goods  coastwisot  en  motion 
of  M  r.  Silsbee,  of  Massachusetts,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instmct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing  the,  without  loes  of  debenUiie     .     416 
reportthereon  -        -        .        .        .        .     43^ 
TransporUtion  of  Persons  of  Color,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  respecting  the       -       '-        -  1393 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1401 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -  1415 
TransporUtion  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Linn,  of  New  Jer. 
eey,  submitted  a  resolution  relative  to     - 
considered  and  negatived  .... 
Treasuiy  Department,  a  bill  from  Uie  Senate 

providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  1403 
twice  read,  and  referred    .  -         -  1410 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  .1416 
Treasury  Notes  loot,  dbc,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  tnetmcted  to  in- 
qoire  into  the  ezpedienqr  of  providing  for 
the  payment  of  ....  .  416 
a  bill  to  anthoriie  payment  of,  in  esitain 

casee,  read  twice  -        -        -        .        .    436 
read  the  third  time,  and  pwsed  -    489 

returned  from  die  Senate  with  amendmeHls, 
and  ooDcnrred  in  -  .     871 

Treaty,  Frojfit  of  m,  delirered  by  Don  Lois  de 
Onla,lhellinisletro/'S/Mun,  to  the  Seciw- 
tary  of  State  .        .        -  3113 

a  counter  projet,  by  Mr.  Adame  -  311 9 

copy  of  the,  of  amity,  selUemeal,  dke.        -  2199 
the  ratification  of  the  eame  -3136 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -       -    300 
on  motion  of,  the  Committee  of  PnUic  Lands 
were  inetmeled  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provisien  for  patenta  to 
soldiers  on  furlough,  Ac       .        •        •    3tt 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropnation 

bill 464,477 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  for  a  eetre  fmdms 

against  the  bank    •        •        -        •        •    696 
on  Uie  question  of  considering  the  eame    -  14JV7 

Tucker,  Henry  St.  Geoige^  of  Virginia,  attended    390 
remarks  o(  on  referring  the  Cheeapeake  and 

Delaware  canal  bill        -        -        -        -    434 
on  taking  up  the  mUitaiy  approprialaons    •  446, 

449,467,466 
speech  o(  in  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Neieon  -        -    60f 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Csrolina,  attended  -    396 
Turner,  Thomas,  the  bill  of  last  seesion  for  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  o(  was  taken  up,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    641 
Turnpike  from  Pittsburg  to  Waterford,  a  motion 
by  Mr.  Moore,  concerning  aubeeription  to 
the  stock  of  the,  negativod     -        -        •  1417 

Tnstonaky  Thiucco,  the  Big  Warrrior,  talk  of 

the  Creek  chiefs  to        -        •        -        •  0689 

Twiggs,  Major,  letter  from,  to  <9eneral  Jaekson  8081 

letter  ftt>m,  to  General  (Hinee  ...  8148 

letter  from,  to  Governor  Mitchell        -        -  8899 

l^ler,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -        •    814 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  remove  the 

public  depositee  -•  ...  911 
speech  o^  on  the  Seminole  lepoits  •  .06 
on  the  bulk  tveohitfons     •       •       .        .  1109 
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Unifonn  Systooi  of  Bankraplcy,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish an,  ready  4ce«  -        •        •        -        - 
United  States  and  foreign  coins,  detailed  leport  on 
Upbam,  Nathaniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 
Useful  Inventions,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons to  whom  patents  hsTe  been  iBSoed  for 

V. 

Vandevanter>  Major,  ehief  derk  of  War  De- 
partnaent,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Gen- 
eral Jaduon 9391 

Van  Nen,  William  P^  report  in  the«ase  of  Judge  1318 
Yaese,  Ambrose,  a  letter  for  relief  o^  twice  read    1006 
Vienne,  tbe  Marquis  de^  a  colonel  in  the  Revo- 
InUonary  armj,  Mr.  Middleton  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        •    386 
a  hill  making  promion  for  the  claim  o^  read 

twice 380 

ordeaed  to  a  third  reading  •        «•        -        -    646 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    647 
Vine  and  Olive,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  J.  8.  Smith, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct, 
ed  to  report  a  statement  of  the  progress 
made  under  the  act  for  encouraging  the 
cnltiTation  of  the  - 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  the  heirs  of      •        -        -        - 
twice  read,  and  referred     .        •        •        . 
reported  witfaoat  amendment     .        .        - 

W. 

Wait's  Slate  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing subscription  for,  read  twice 
Wakefield,  Harvey,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 

Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     - 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     - 
on  the  Arkansas  bill  -        -        -        -        * 
Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 
speech  oU  on  the  Seminole  reports     • 
on  the  Bank  resolutions    .        .        -        • 
Walker,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed    ... 
Walker,  Tandy,  a  bill  authoriiing  the  name  of, 
io  be  placed  on  the  pension  rolls,  read 

twice,  dec 

Wallace,  J.  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
Wairen,  James,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Washington,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  amend 
the  act  to  authoriie  the  sale  of  certain  re- 
served lots  in  tbe  dty  of,  was  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
city  of,  read  twice  and  reforred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  ... 
Washington  Turnpike  Compsny,  of  Maryland, 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  authorize 
the,  to  construct  their  road  through  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read  twice    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


386 
393 

1317 
1337 
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1074 

411 

390 

860 

1336 

390 

1006 

1404 
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389 
1139 
1163 
1410 
1410 


316 
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1146 
1149 


646 
661 


Wayne,  Thomas,  a  purser  in  the  United  States 

Navy,  extract  of  a  letter  from        -        »  3080 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 39L 

Weights  and  Measures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Menu- 
ftctures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  a  standard  of    -    444 
said  committee  discharged        ...    648 
subject  referred  to  the  committee  on  coins  .    646 
detailed  report  from  isid  commitee  on        -    766 
Wells,  John,  a  mil  for  the  relief  oi^  read  twice,  dec    433 
Wells,  Benjamin,  the  petition  of  reforred  to  Uie 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury      ...    431^ 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 
read  twice     ...... 

orderefd  to  a  third  reading  ....  1338c 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  ...  139S 
Wendover.  Peter  H,  of  New  York,  attended  -  380 
West  India  Trade,  acts  of  the  British  Parliar 

ment  relating  to  the       -        -       -        •  1697 
West  Point,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with 
sundry  papers   relating  to  the  military 
academy  at -  3438 

Westerlo,  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  attended  •    389 
Western  Boundary,  projet  of  an  artide  by  the 

Secretary  of  States  deecribing  the   -        •3113 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    33^ 
ordmd  to  a  third  reading  ...  1146 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1160 
White, ,  a  prisoner  at  Buenos  Ayres^  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Trimble,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  request  of  the  President  such 
informaUoD  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  to 
furnish,  at  next  sestion,  respecting  -  1403 

Whiteside,  John,  of  Pennsjivania,  attended      -    389 
Whitman,  Ezekiel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -    389 
resolution  oflered  by,  concerning  Revolu- 
tionary pensions    -        .        •        •        .    334 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating. to  foreign 
seamen  ......    363 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Missouri  -  1374 
Widows  and  Children  of  Officers,  Seamen,  and 
Marines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to  in-r 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  for 
a  further  term  the  pensions  to         -        .    896 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing, read  twice      *        >        .        •       -    34^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    897 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    410 
Widows  of  Militia,  the  bill  of  last  session  con- 
cerning, was  taken  up,  read  tbe  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    887 
Wilde,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author* 
ize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred 890 

reported  without  amendment     ...    486 
Wilkin,  J.  W.,  of  New  York,  attended     -        -    389 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    910 
said  committee  discharged,  and  referred  to 

the  Judiciary  Committee        ...  1086 
the  latter  also  dischargctd  ....  1104 
Williams,  Isaac,  of  New  York,  attended   •        -    380 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended'  -    390 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  the  peti- 
tion of  Matthew  Ljon    ....    397 
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Willitms,  Lewii — continued.  Pagt. 

rem  tries  o(  introductory  of  his  motion  ro- 

•pecting  a  reduction  of  the  Army   •        -    800 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  in  case  of  Keliogg    417 
remarks  of,  on  Uking  up  the  military  appro- 
priations         446,449 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  the  same    460,  460 
Williams,  James.    (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Williama,  Thomas  8.,  of  Connecticut,  attended    S89 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     -        •  1077 
Williams,  George,  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  Speaker  pnaented  the 
memorial  of 

WUson,  John,  of  MassachusetU,  attended 
Wilson,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 
Wilfon,  Thomas,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
relief  of,  twice  read        .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        • 
Windmill  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kewton,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manvftc- 
tores  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  on   • 
Wines,  dtc,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  eertain, 
read  twice     -        -        .        •  t     - 
laid  on  the  table        -        .       .        .        . 
token  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer,  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  to  request  of  that 
body  to  permit  two  of  its  members  to  at- 
tend a  committee  of  the  House,  as 
a  message  from  the  Senate  according  per. 
miMion 

Worthington,  Gad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 
read 

Wright,  Obed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
President  copies  of  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  passed  between  the  Got. 
ernor  of  Georgia  and  General  Jackson 
relative  to  the  arrest  of  - 
a  message  trtnsmitting  the  correspondence 

asked  for 

^  copies  of  the  documents  on  the  subject  of  >  2383 

Wright,  Major  Clinton,  letter  from,  to  General 

Own*  - «167 
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871 
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393 


Y. 

Teas  and  Nays,  on  the  final  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution to  admit  Illinois  .... 
on  amending  the  resolution  concerning  the 
Bank . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  half-pay  Pen- 
sion bill 

on  recommitdng  the  bill  concerning  widows 
ofmilitia 


311 
336 
384 
387 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  p,-^ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  extend  fi>r 

t  further  term  certoin  pensions  .  -  397 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  406 
on  recommitUng  the  same  with  instructions  409 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  .    410 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  tbe  bene- 
fit of  Dufour  and  associates     -        .       -    437 
on  the  question  of  its  passage    -       -       -    499 
,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  biU  for  relief  of 
£.  Stevens  and  others   -        .       .       .    433 

on  the  appropriation  for  miliUry  roads       -    614 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Militarr  Appro- 
priation bill   .        .        .        .       Z*^    53Q 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  resolution  oonceming  tbe 
execution  of  Arbuthnot  -        •       •        -  1186 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in  the  case  of  Ambrister  -  -  1186 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  qnestion  1137 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  resolution  -  -  .  -1188 
on  amending  the  item  of  appropriation  ibr 

the  Cumberland  road  -  .  •  -  1160 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  in- 

erease  certain  salaries    -       -  -  1161 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        •       -  1164 
on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Williams's  reao- 

Itttion  to  reduce  the  Army     -        -        .1166 
on  Mr.  Tttllmadge's  motion  to  amend  the 
Missouri  bill 1S14 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -        .        -1316 
on  amending  the  Arkanse^f  hill  1337,  1338,  1339 
on  recommitting  the  same         ...  1372 
on  amending  the  Missouri  blW  •        .  1373, 1380 
on  concurring  in  the  rejection  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  repeal  the  Bank  charter      -       -  1411 
on  eoncnrring  in  the  refection  of  Mr.  Trim- 
ble's motion  for  a  sctre  fadat        -        -  141% 
on  Mr.  Johnson's  motion  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion to  the  Bank  bill      ....  1414 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill    -        -  1416 
on  the  Senate  resolution  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution         1420 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Missouri 

biM 1433 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendment 

to  the  same 1434 

on  adhering  to  the  rejection  of  the  Senate's 

amendment i42g 

on  the  second  reading  of  the  Senate  bill  to 
estoblish  a  new  land  office  in  Illinois      -  1441 
Yonng,  Major  W.,  copy  of  a  note  to,  fit>m  Gov- 
ernor Masot 3306 

Z. 

Znniga,  Maurido  de,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to 

General  Jackson    -        -         .        .  i829, 3326 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A.  Page. 

Additional  Agent  for  pejring  Pensions,  en  act  to 
authoriie  the  Secaretaiy  of  War  to  appoint 
an,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee        -        -  3631 

Alabama  Territoiy,  an  act  to  enable  the  people 
of»  to  Ibrm  a  constitution  and  State  gOY- 
emment        ......  S498 

Alleghany  Monntains,  a  bill  to  estaUiih  a  judi- 
cial district  in  Virginia,  west  of  the        -  8475 

Arkansas,  an  act  to  establish  the  Territory  of    •  S50S. 

Annitrong,  General,  an  act  directing  payment  of 
eertain  bills  dmwn  by,  in  favor  of  Wil- 
liam Morgan         •       •       .       .       .  sigg 

B. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  .an  act  to  enforce  the 
proTiuons  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
snbeeribers  to  the  -       •  -       -  86S1 

a  Joint  resolution  authorising  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  examine  into 
the  proceedings  of  the,  free  of  postage    -  8650 

Boundaries  of  Districts,  dec  an  act  to  deelgnate 

the,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana    '-  85S8 

C. 

Cleiksy  an  act  to  increase  the  number  q(  in  the 

Department  of  War       -        -        -        -  8478 
(See  Provident  Atsoeiaiian  of,) 

Coasting  Trade,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

-concerning  the      .        •        .        •        •  ggoi 

Coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
SUtes  of  the  gold,  dbc  -  -        -  8586 

Creek  Nation,  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  reserved  to  certain  chiefs,  war* 
riors,  dbcyof  the 8486 

D. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 

^    Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  -        -        -8618 
Documents,  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 

transmission  of  certain,  free  of  postage   -  8548 

E. 

Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the. 8498 

Errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  Land 
Offices,  an  act  providing  for  the  correc- 
tion of  8686 

F. 

False  Entries  for  the  benefit  of  Drawback,  an  act 

to  provide  additional  penalties  for  -        -  8480 

Fatigue  Duty,  an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 

Army  when  employMi  in        -        -        -  8496 

Fire  Engines,  dec.,  an  act  authorising  the  pur- 
chase of        -----       -  8686 

Florida,  East  and  West,  an  act  to  authorize  the 
President  to  take  possession  o(  and  to 
establish  a  temporary  government  therein  8684 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  to  suspend  for  a  lim- 
ited time  the  sale  or,  for  failure  to  complete 
payments,  Ac 8580 


G.  Page. 

Gtovernment,  an  act  making  appropriations  Ibr 

the  support  of,  for  the  year  1619    -        -  8506 

H. 

Half-pay  Pensions,  an  act  extending  the  term  o( 

in  certain  cases     -  •      -        .        -        .  8618 

L 

Illinois,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 

the  Sute  of -  8614 

an  act  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the 
State  of,  for  the  seat  of  government  of  said 

SUU 8686 

a  joint  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of 
the  Stote  of,  into  the  Union  ...  864B 

Imported  Salt,  an  act  in  addition  to  and  altera- 
tion of  an  act  laying  a  duty  on,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fijih,  dbc.  ...  8631 

Indiana,  an  act  respecting  the  location  of  certain 
sections  of  land  to  be  granted  for  the  eeat 
of  government  in  the  State  of       -        -  8686 

Indian  Tribes,  an  act  making  provbion  for  the 

civilization  of  certain     ....  8687 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  regulating  payments 

to  .--..,-  35S4 

Invalid  Pensions,  an  act  concerning  -        -       .  8687 

J. 

Jefierson  County,  Virginia,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  of 
land  in  ......  2688 

Jervey,  Thomas  Hall,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -  8490 

K. 

Kenzie  and  Fornrth,  an  act  for  the  relief  of       -  8490 
Kinsley,  Adam,  Thomas  French,  and  Chariee  B, 

Leonard,  an  act  for  the  relief  ef     -       -  8487 

L. 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol 8478 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  and  Buoys,  an  act  to  au- 
thorise the  building,  erecting,  and  placing, 
dec 8646 

Louisiana,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the 
finikl  adKustmcntof  land  titles  in  the  State 
o(  and  Territoiy  of  Missouri  «       •       .  8687 

M. 

Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Celumbia,  an 

act  to  incorporate  the    •        -       -       -  8480 

Michigan  Territory,  an  act  authorising  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Delegate  to  Congress  from       -  8479 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  dlowing  further 
time  to  complete  the  iwuing  and  locating 
of 8491 

Militaiy  Service,  an  act  making  partial  appropri- 
ations fin*  the,  Ac         ....  9473 
an  act  making  appiopriations  for  the  year 
1819forthe-        ....        .8476 

Military  Sites,  an  act  authorising  the  sale  of 

certain 8681 
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N.  Ptft. 

Naming  VmmIs  in  the  Na^jy  a  joint  reaolation 

declaring  the  manner  of  -  -  -  Si0ft 
Navy,  an  act  making  appropriationf  Ibr  the  lup- 

port  of  the,  for  the  year  1819  -  -  -  8483 
Kfivr  Orleans,  an  act  for  adjiisting  claims  to  land, 

ftcnin  the  dktriete  east  of  the  Island  of  %M9 
Hoith  Carolina,  «  joint  leaolntion  directing  a 

survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of     -  8649 

P. 

Passenger  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  regulating  8496 

Patents,  an  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  cases 
arising  under  the  law  relating  to    -        -  8478 

PenasyWania,  an  act  concerning  the  Westem 

District  court  of 8474 

Piracy,  an  act  to  protect  commerce,  and  to  pun- 
ish the  crime  of 8684 

Poixey,  M.,  an  act  making  provision  for  the 

claim  of «490 

Post  Office  Establishment,  an  act  to  repeal  part 
of  an  act,  in  addition  to  an  act  ifegulating 
the        ------        -  SM8 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  esUblish  certun  8616 

Preble,  Commodore  Edward,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  distribution  of  a  sum  of  money  among 
the  representatives  of,  and  officera  and 
crew  of  the  Syren  -        -        -        .  2478 

Printing  of  Congress,  joint  resolutions  dixecting 
the  manner  in  which  the,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted, dtc -  8660 

Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  Ac,  an  act  to 

incorporate  the 8488 

Public  Accounts,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of         .       -        ...        -        -8491 

Public  Buildings,  an  act  making  appropriations 

for  the,  Ac 8686 

R. 

Relin^aishiiient  of  fiaonty  Land^  an  ael  eon* 

coming  the  allowaaoe  of  penaiotti  upon  a  8636 


Ring,  Hannah,  and  others,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of 8618 

Rockville  and  Washington  Turnpike  Conipaiijr, 
an  act  to  authorize  the,  to  extend  their 
road  through  the  District  of  CotambJA    -  8478 

8. 

Salaries  of  certain  Offleecs  of  the  OovsfiM 
an  act  to  inereeoe  the     -        •        - 

Seybert'e  Statistical  Annals,  and  Pitkin's  Com- 
mercial Statistics,  a  joint  resoltttioB  ibr 
the  distribution  of  the  former,  and  dtraot* 
ing  the  latter  to  be  deposited  in  the  JLd- 
brary 8649 

Slave  Trade,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  acts 
hibiting  the  •        -       -       -       • 

Steamboats,  an  act  anthoriiing  the 

General  to  contract  for  carmng  the  mail, 
between  New  Orleans  and  Louisville,  in  •  8606 

Stuart,  Phoebe,  an  act  for  the  relief  of       -        -8618 

T* 

Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Duties,  an  aet  in 
addition  to  the  act  concemiiig 

Trading-Hooses  with  the  Ihdian  Tribes,  an  aet 
to  continue  in  force  for  a  lurther  time 
the  aet  establishing 

Treasury  Notes  lest  or  destroyed,  an  act  to  au- 
thorise payment  in  oertain  oasee  on  a4>* 
ooaot  or        .        .        •        •        .        • 

Turner,  Thomas,  an  met  coaeening  the  heire  and 
legatees  of    ••-.., 

4 

yiennf»  M.  d^,  an  act  making  praviitoa  for  the 

claim  of        ......  8491 

Washington,  an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to 

amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  -        -  8488 

Washingfon  Turnpike  Company,  of  Maryland, 
an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to  author- 
ize the,  to  extend  their  road,  dtc    -        -  8616 

Wines,  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  certain  8686 


-  8684 


8476 
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